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Index  to  Vol.  XLVI.,  January  to  June, 
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Light  Lege  ring  in  Little  Rivers,  116 
Light  Side  of  Angling,  The,  144 
Lightning,  Death  by,  189 
Lightning,  Fish  liilled  by,  1 
Lines,  363 
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Lolling  and  Loafing,  143 
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other  Border  Rivers,  372 
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Net,  Illegally  using  a,  123 
Nets  off  the  Spey,  189 
Netting  on  Lough  Corrib,  337 
Nettmg  Peckham  Rye  Park  Lake,  357 
New  Fish  for  the  Stour,  A,  333 
New  Zealand  Trout  Fishing,  159 
Newfoundland,  Angling  in,  155 


Newtown  Stewart  as  a  Salmon  Fishery 

♦Ifor  the  Angler  of  Small  Means,  254 

Nightfall,  On  the  river  at,  44 

Nightingale?  at  Lake  Vyrnwy,  57 

Norfolk  Angling,  1903,  222 

Northern  Anglers'  Association,  297 

Norway,  Notes  from,  71,  99 

Norway,  Trout  Fishing  in  the  Brats- 
berg  Amt,  207 
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Fry,  283  ;  Dr.  Hamilton,  147,  157  ; 
Mr.  H.  Hodgson,  29,  57  ;  Mr.  G. 
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"Old  Angler." — Concerning  Caddis, 
101  ;  Light  Legering  in  Little  Rivers, 
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"  Old  Hand."— A  Day  at  the  Old  Pool, 
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"  Old  Time  "  Angling  Experience,  406 
Olympian  Games  at  St.  Louis,  265 
Oiie  Fly  and  One  Dressing  of  It,  349 
"  Ownwee." — Angling  on  Lough  Corrib 
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"Past  President." — Notes  on  an  Old 
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Patents,  New  Piscatorial,  69,  97,  109, 
125,  137,  153,  167,  183,  201,  217, 
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Patience,  115 

Payton,  C.  A. — Autumn  Salmon  Fish- 
ing on  the  Tweed,  335 

Peal  in  the  Dark,  After,  117 

"Pelican." — Breaming  on  the  Nene, 
224 

Pennell,  How  Mr.  Cholmondeley,  "Lost 

the  Pike  of  his  Life,"  391 
Perch  nearly  31b.  each.  Five,  299 
"Pheasant  Tail." — Dace   Fishing  in 

Sussex,  319 
Pike,  301b.  Irish,  237 
Pike,  251b.,  Capture  of  a  Wye,  283  ; 

281b.,  299 
Pike  of  Fosbery  Hole,  The  Big,  209 
"Piscator." — Poached  Brown  Trout, 

89 
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To  my  Rod,  34 
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Fish  Culture  at  Brockenhurst,  238  ; 

Record  English  Carp?  The,  225; 

Thomas  Fredk.  Salter,  Gent.,  287  ; 
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Restocking  Salmon  Rivers  Abandoned, 

99,  157 

Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  :— 

Aflalo,  F.  G.  (Editor).  —  ''Grant 
Richards'  Hunting  Library,"  173 

"Black  Beetle."— " Anglers'  Guide 
for  the  Shetlands,"  205 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  Hand- 
book, 60 

Bystander,  The,  366 


Codrington,"]'!'. — ■"  Roman  Roads  in 

Britain,"  389 
Conybeare,  E. — "  Roman^  Britain," 

389 

Cotton's,    Charles,    Poems — Edited 

by  Mr.  Tutin,  176 
Gallichan,    W.    M.  — "  Fishing  in 

Wales"  (2nd  Edition),  15 
G.E.R.,     "Holidays     in  Eastern 

Counties,"  69 
Halford,  F.  M. — "  An  Angler's'Aufco- 

biography,"  250,  368 
Heintz,  Dr.  K. — "  Der  Angelsport  im 

Siisswasser,"  39 
Henshall,  Dr.  J.  A.— "Bass,  Pike, 

Perch  and  Others,"  3;  "  Book  of 

the  Bass,"  and  "More  about  the 

Black  Bass  "  (New  Editions),  221 
Holder,  C.  F. — "  Big  Game  Fishes  of 

the  United  States,"  3 
Hudson,  W.  H. — "Hampshire  Days," 

32 

Kennedy,  E.  B. — "  Thirty  Seasons  in 
Scandinavia,"  284 

Kodak  Christmas  Card  Mounts,  363 

Martin,  Stapleton,  M.A.— "Izaak 
Walton  and  his  Friends,"  221 

Maxwell,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Herbert.— 
"Memories  of  the  Months"  (3rd 
Serie?),  267 

Pennell,  H.  C— "  Pike  and  other 
Coarse  Fish  "  (New  Edn.),  366,  391 

Rawle,  E.  J.— "The  Doone^  of 
Exmoor  "  (2nd  Edition),  206 

Snell,  F.  J.,  M.A.— "The  Auto- 
biography of  a  Poacher,"  190 

South  Eastern  and  Chatham  Rail- 
way Illustrated  Handbook  to  Coast 
Resorts,  69 

Stanley,  R. — "Angling  Anecdotes," 
15 

Thomas-Stanford,  C. — "A  River  of 

Norway,"  336 
Tod,  E.  M.— "  Wet  Fly  Fishing,"  15, 

45 

Turner,  W.  Lewis. — Etching  of  Wal- 
ton and  Cotton's  Fishing  House, 
157 

Tutin,   J.    R.     (Editor).— "  Charles 
Cotton's  Poems,"  176 
Riddle,  A,  157 

Rings  for  Spinning  Rod,  Number  of, 
300 

Rising  Short,  162 
Roach  and  Roach  Fishing,  268 
Roach,  Fine  take  at  Christchurch,  58 
Roach  Fishing  in  Yorkshire,  224 
Roach  Fishing  in  Winter,  305 
Roach  from  the  Test,  Grand,  173 
Roach  on  the  Yarra,  Run  of,  399 
Roach,  Reported  31b.  6oz.,  71 
Roach  taking  Spinning  Bait,  etc.,  1 
Ronalds,  Flies  made  by  Alfred,  237 
Roosevelt,  President,  390 
Royal  Ladies  of  the  Rod,  390 
Royal  Young  Anglers,  Two,  365 
Rudd  for  the  Avon  and  Stour,  331 
"Rugde."— A  Fight  with  a  Heavy 
Salmon,  316  ;  Norway  under  Wintry 
Conditions  in  July,  284 ;  A  Slice  of 
Luck  in  Sutherlandsliire,  378  ;  Trout 
Fishing  in  the  Bratsberg  Amt,  207 


Salmo  Salmtjlus,  173 

Salter,  Thomas  Fredk.,  Gent.,  287 

Salmon,  831b.,  265 

8 lib.,  A  Record  ?  250,  265 
5741b.,  Tweed,  Killed  on  a  Fly,  300 
15ilb.,  Caught  by  a  Lady,  316 
And  Fresh  Water  Fisheries,  73 
And  Sea  Trout  Angling  {see  "In- 
expensive ") 
And  Trout  Association,  389,  409 
AngUng  Season  on  the  Tay,  269 
Association,  Thames,  97 
Clwyd  and  Elwy,  347,  389 
Culture  in  America,  363  ;  in  Europe, 
128;  France,  etc.,  173;  in  Scotland, 
300 

Destroyed  on  Scottish  Rivers,  288, 
300 

Fight  with  a  heavy,  316 

Fishing  Centre  for  Anglers  of  Small 

Means,  254 
Fishings,  Close  of  Solway,  169 
Fishing  in  British  Columbia,  251 
Fishing  in  1813,  380 
Glut  in  the  Lune,  The,  201 
Fishing  on  the  Tweed,  Autumn,  335 
Hatching  for  the  Eden,  Artificial,  3 
In  the  Test,  332 


Large,  299,  315  ' 
Mark  Unclaimed,  A,  237,  249 
Marking,  Effects  of,  etc.,  301,  304, 
320 

."^Of  1812,  Thames,  379 
VOn  the  Tweed,  Great  Sport  with,  315 
J'^River.s  Abandoned,  Restocking  of, 
99,  157 

Siberian,  for  the  German  Market,  390 
Suicide  of  an  .American,  85 
Tweed,  Condition  of,  in  November, 
331 

Sausage  Weed,  315 

Savoie,  Angling,  etc.,  in  the  Haute,  71 
Science  v.  Fun,  407 
Scott  on  Angling,  Sir  Walter,  89 
Scottish  Angler  on  Herons,  Otters,  and 

Kingfishers,  250 
Scottish  Angling  Law,  Facts  in,  279 
Scraps  for  Christmas,  364 
Sea  Fishing  at  Tenby,  280 
Semmerwater,  351 
Senses  in  Fish,  336,  349 
Seventeen  Sea-Trout,  252 
Sewage  Treatment,  295 
Shetlands  Played  Out  ?  Are  the,  348 
Simplon  Pass,  Inauguration  of  the,  363 
Snake  Rings  cause  Kinking,  283,  300, 

331 

"Special  Scotch." — Are  the  Shetlands 

Played  Out  ?  348 ;  The  Truth  about 

the  Dee,  366 
Spencer,  The  late  Mr.  Herbert,  an 

Angler,  363 
Spey  District  Board,  277 
Spey,  Improvements  on  the,  191 
Spots  near  Home,  316 
Spurious  Writings  about  Angling  and 

Nature,  253,  269 
Stanley,  R.— Uncle  Toby,  375 
Stour,  On  the  Ithon  and  the,  113,  127 
Suir  at  Clonmel,  The,  299 
Surprises,  Anglers',  90. 
Sutherlandshire,  A  Slice  of  Luck  in,  378 
Sutton  Seedsmen  among  the  Roach 

300. 


T.  A.  P.  S.,  3,  57,  61,  102 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  15,  39,57, 
58,  61,  71,  72,  85,  114,  145,  189,  190, 
237,  265,  283,  301,  331,  408 

Taxes  on  Rods,  221 

Tay  Salmon  Angling  Season,  221,  269 

Tay  Salmon  Fishery  Improved,  29, 
221 

Taylor,  C.  H. — Norfolk  Summer  Ang- 
ling Season,  1903,  222;  Semmer- 
water, 35  1 

Taylor,  J.  Paul.— Where  to  Go  for  Fly- 
Fishmg,  115,  127 

Thames  Conservancy  and  the  Floods, 
The  391 

Thames  in  Flood,  The,  238 

Thames  Scenery,  Original  Oil  Paintings 
of,  391 

Thick  Water,  Fishing  in,  175 
Thornbury,  W.— Poem  :  St.  Anthony's 

Sermon,  370 
Tidal  River,  Fishing  in  a,  370 
Tod,  E.  M.,  and  the  Edinburgh  Trout 
Anglers'  Club,  284  ;  Poem :  St.  Bos- 
wells,   128;    Lines   on  Fishing  in 
Sutherlandshire,  226 
Trailing  in  the  Thames,  249,  265,  283 
Trout,  Big  Test,  1,  29 ;  Brace  of  Grand 
New  Zealand,  35 ;  Bull,  What  are 
389;    Canadian,    221;  Destruction 
of,  215;  Feeds  on  a  Pike,  15;  111- 
Gotten,  317;   And  Taxation,  405; 
In  the  Transvaal,  237 
Rainbow,  caught   in  London,  57  ; 
How  they  take  the  Fly,  238  ;  in 
the  Ouse,  189,  205;  in  the  Staines 
Reservoirs,  389 
Season  on  the  Thames,  Past,  190 
What  Weight  were  the  Ninety- five  ? 
15 

Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams  {con- 
tinued from  p.  428,  vol.  xlvi.), 
131,  146,  160,  193,  210,  227,  270, 
285,  303 

"  Tupp's  Indispensable,"  71,  85 

Tweed  Autumn  Fishing,  189 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border 
Rivers,  372 

Tweedside  Anglers,  A  Note  for,  366,  408 


"Uncle  Toby,"  375 
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Uiispoitsinanly  Fishing  Devices,  393 
Usk,  Good  Season  on  the,  250 


"  Val  Conson." — More  Jottings  of  an 
Amateur  Fly  Dresser,  240,  271 ;  One 
Little  Bay,  251 

Vyrnwy  in  Siunnier,  Lake,  29 


"  W.  E.  B."— Ill-Gotten  Trout,  317 
Wales,  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of,  accepts 

a  copy  of  Mr.  Grimble's   "  Salmon 

Rivers  of  Ireland,"  315 
Wales,  H.R.H.  Prince   Edward  and 

Prince  Albert  of,  365 
Walton  and  Cotton's  Fishing  House 

Etching  of,  167 
Warning  to  Gas  Companies,  305 
Wax  for  Fly-Tying,  Straw  Coloured,  390 


Water,  Abimdance  of,  405 
Wet  Fly  Fishing  in  England  in  1823, 
368 

Whitsuntide  Angling  Trip  to  Ireland, 
208 

Windermere,  29 
Winter  Fishing,  253,  305 
Wit,  P.,  see  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing  in  Brief  " 
Wright,  W.— Close  of  Solway  Salmon 
Fishings,  169 


"X.  S.  R." — Patience,   116;  Summer 
Fishing  at  Holkham,  369 


Yore  in  Wensleydale,  On  the  (continued 

from  p.  426,  vol.  xlvi.),  4 
Yorkshire  Angling  Author,  A,  374 
"  Yur  Welkim.  Sorr  !  "  41 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Lines,  etc.,  97,  112,  126,  142,  156,  172, 

264,  281,  328,  403 
Lough  Arrow,  313,  345 
Lough  Conn  and  Hotels,  203 
Lough  Corrib,  97.  Ill 
Lough  Mask,  Sport  on,  187 
Lowestoft  AngUng  Society,  298 
Lug  Worms  Wanted,  70,  84 

Mackerel  in  the  Arun,  126,  139 
Med  way  as  a  Salmon  River,  The,  97 
Minnow  Spinning,  Natural,  346 

National  Federation  of  Anglers,  204 
Netting,  203,  235 
Newtown  Stewart,  Sport  at,  298 
Note  from  Nobody,  313 

Opening  Day,  Our,  27 


Pain  ?  Do  Fish  Feel,  172 
Parrs  and  Smolts  and  the  Tweed  Act, 
403 

Paternoster,  Derivation  of  term,  236 
Pennell's,  H.  Ciiolmondeley,  "Pike  and 

other  Coarse  Fish,"  416 
Perch,  A  51b.  Windermere,  172 
Perch  Fishing  in  a  Pond,  84,  112 
Perch  Fishing  on  Loch  Leven,  126 
Photography  and  Fishing,  84 
Pike,  271b.,  from  the  Blackwater,  185 
Pike,  Big,  298 

Pike,  from   Wimbledon   Lake,  191b. 

lOoz.,  388 
Pike  from  the  Wye,  22ilb.,  362 
Pike,  Queer  Capture  of  a,  187 
Pike  Rods,  403 
Plymouth  Angling  Club,  53 
Pond  and  Reservoir  Fishing,  112 
Priests,  204,  220,  247,  298,  345,  403 


QuARTEES  Wanted,  Good  Fishing.  13. 

220  ^ 
Quiet  Spot,  A,  13 


Salmon  Fishing,  Not,  139,  171 
Salmon  Fishing  on  Tweed,  360,  387 
Salmon  in  the  Coquet,  235 
Salmon  Marking,  Results  of,  346 
Salmon,  A  Mayo,  314,  329 
Salmon  Rod  Query,  313,  328 
Salmon  Season  in  Canada  and  New- 
foundland, 185 
Salmonidse,  Depauperated,  236 
Samlets  at  Teddington,  361 
Scales  of  Bleak,  etc.,  84 
Sea  and  Freshwater  Fishing,  112,  126, 
142 

Sea  Fishing  and  Rough  Shooting,  142 
Sea  and  Sea  Loch  Fishing  Wanted,  70, 
98 

Sea- Trout  in  Loch  Shin,  172,  203 
Sea-Trout,  Stocking  with,  264 
Shropshire  Meres,  298,  314 
"Sir  Herbert,"  The— Hook  Fly,  etc., 
417 

Souch  Appeal,  The,  362,  417 
Sprott's  Hooks,  98,  126 
Steel  Fly  Rods,  28,  156 
Stocking,  313,  328,  330,  362 
Stone  in  Trout's  Stomach,  98 
Strength  of  Tackle,  314 
Stripping  Salmon,  344,  360,  387 
Suicide  of  Salmon,  111,  142 


Taynuilt  Hotel,  The.  112,  126,  139, 

155,  171,  187,  203 
Tinsel,  Untamishable,  297 
Trailing  in  the  Thames,  53,  314,  328, 

346,  402 

Transvaal  Trout  Acclimatisation,  11 
Trout,  A  Fine  Yorkshire,  188 
Trout,  Big  Test,  70 
Trout,  Cannibal,  see  "  Cannibal  " 
Trout  Fishing  in  August,  84 
Trout  Fishing  in  a  Pond,  55,  69 
Trout  Fishing  Wanted,  14,  28,  56 
Trout,  Hungry,  362,  388 
Trout  in  the  Ouse,  Proposed  Introduc- 
tion of,  172,  217 
Trout,  Size  of,  27 
Trout  Wanted,  Gardenia,  297 
Tweed,  Salmon  Netting  and  Angling 
Interests  on  the,  402 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  83 
Appeal  for  the  Widow  of  the  late  Mr. 

Richard  Souch,  fisherman,  362 
Avon  and  Stour,  Fishing  on  the,  141 


Baits,  Scented,  etc.,  27,  56,  83,  84,  139, 
142,  171,  172,  187,  188,  219,  236, 
263,  298,  312,  314,  330 

Bann,  The,  14,  53,  55,  70,  83 

Baskets,  Fish,  112,  142 

Beach  Fishing,  97 

Boating  Fatality  at  Deal,  Sad,  55 

Boer  Tactics  succeed  with  Pike,  264 

Books  Wanted,  185,  247 

Born  an  Angler,  282 

Brighton,  Good  Sport  at,  387 

Broads,  Note  from  the,  362 

Bull  Trout  Supplanting  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  ?  Are,  219,  235 

Burns  and  Wimplin',  416 


Cannibal  Trout,  203,  220 

Carp,  Muddy,  217 

Char,  A  Large,  204 

Choosing  a  Swim,  298 

Claudy,  The,  126,  139,  156,  172,  203 

Cleansing  and  Restocking  a  Pond,  69 

Clearing  the  Kennet,  297 

Cliff  Angling     Association,  Address 

Wanted,  28 
Close  Time  in  Scotland,  69,  235 
Coch-y-Bondhu,  Mr.  Kennedy's,  14 
Comforts,  Anglers'  Personal,  203,  220 
Cormemara  as  Medicine,  247 
Coracles,  70 

Crayfish  and  Crawfish,  172 


Delay  in  Executing  Orders,  346 
Dock  Grub,  142 

Dovedale  and  "  The  Izaak  Walton,"  83 
Dressings  for  lines,  see  "  Lines  " 


Eden  as  a  Salmon  River,  The,  70 

Eel,  The  401b.,  387 

Eels,  Fine,  142,  156,  417 

Eels,  Worried  by,  236 

Erin's  Isle,  20,  84 

Erne,  The,  83,98 

Erriff,  The,  a  Correction,  139 

Experiences,  Odd,  264 

Explosives  used  on  the  Wear,  236 


Fines  in  Ireland,  Reduction  of,  98 
Fish  Caught  when  Spawning,  27 
Fishing  at,  in,  or  near: — Audley  End, 
84 ;  Austrian  Tyrol,  13 ;  Belgium, 
55  ;  Bognor,  56,  156 ;  Bridport,  98  ; 
Brittany,  55  ;  Canada,  55  ;  CarHsle, 
13;  Conway,  70,  98,  112;  Dolgelly, 
84  ;  Edinbin-gh,  28,  55  ;  Epsom,  84  ; 
Esk  (Cumberland),  56,  70;  Essex, 
219;  Esthwaite,  69,  98;  Garstang, 
70,  98;  Horning,  330;  Ilminster, 
248;  India,  171,  187;  Inveraray, 
172;  Ireland,  14,  28,  53,  84,  98,  126, 
139,  155,  172,  403  ;  Isle  of  Man,  142, 
156,  330;  Isle  of  Wight,  84,  112,  172  ; 
J  amaica,  56;  Kenilworth,  112,  126, 
141;  Kent,  312;  Lea,  142;  Letton, 
142 ;  Liverpool,  142 ;  Llangorse 
Lake,  155,  172,  187  ;  London,  98, 


112  ;  Looe,  247,  264;  Lough  Corrib, 
28  ;  Low  Gill,  28  ;  Ludlow,  55  ;  Mon- 
mouth, 388  ;  Nene,  188  ;  Newfound- 
land, 204;  Niagara,  388;  Norway,  13; 
Oxford,  248  ;  Plymouth,  142  ;  Porth- 
cawl,  172;  Ramsgate,  345;  Rhone, 
362,  404;   Ribble,  345;  Sandgate, 
28  ;  Scotland,  28,  84,  98  ;  Selsey,  70  ; 
S.E.R.  or  Brighton  Line,  204  ;  Shan- 
don,  142;  South  Africa,  70;  South 
of  Europe,    139;  Southwold,  112, 
126;  Sussex,  312;  Tebay,  28;  Tor- 
quay, 70,  84;  Wales,  27,  28,  55,  84, 
98,  112,  141,  171;    Warwick,  84; 
Wastwater,  98,   112;  Welland  and 
Nepe,  188;  Wraysbury,  298;  Wye 
(Herefordshire),  13,  28 ;  Wyre,  28 
Flees,  Expensive,  55 
Flies  for  Corfu  and  Albania,  362 
Flies  for  Trout  Fishing  in  Lake,  27,  53 
Flies  for  Wet  Fly  Fishing,  362,  388 
Float  Fishing,  219,  234 
Flounder  Taking  Trout,  264 
Fly,  One,  281,  282,  345,  403,  404 
Food,  Good  and  Bad,  etc.,  112,  234. 
247  -  .       .  , 

Formalin,  139 

Fresh  Water  Fisheries,  A  Correction,  28 
Fro  me.  Good  Sport  in  the,  204 
Fungus  in  Aquarium,  204,  236 


Galway  River,  111 
Gardenia  Trout  Wanted,  297,  314,  329 
Gillaroo,  Large,  185,  248,  314 
Gravesend  Salmon  Fisheries,  264 
Grayling,  Baits  for,  see  "Baits  " 
Grayling  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  264 
"  Green  Charm,"  Dressing  of,  70,  84 
Gut  drawing  from  FUes,  403 
Gweedore,  see  Claudy 


Hair  beat  Gut  ?  Does,  403 
Happenings,  141 
Hats  for  Fishing,  362,  388,  417 
Holiday  in  Ireland  and  a  Request, 

204,  219,  220,  234,  247,  263,  417 
Hooks  drawing  out,  330 
Hooks,  Eyed,  346 
Hotels,  334 


Illegal  Fishing  and  Fish  Poisoning  in 

Ireland,  142 
Incident  in  Trout  Fishing,  Curious,  156 
Ithon  and  Stour,  On  the,  139 
Ivory  Rings,  403 


J oints  for  Fly  Rod,  Best  Number  of, 
126 

J ottings  of  an  Amateur  Fly  Dresser, 
More,  263 


Kinking,  263,  298,  312,  330,  346,  360, 
362,  386,  387,  403,  404,  418 

Kipling,  Abolition  of,  282 

Kodak,  Limited,  offer  £1000  in  Prizes, 
69,  235,  345 

Knots,  361,  387,  416 


Leeches  Detrimental  to  Fish  ?  112 
"Liar  !  "  111 


Rainbows,  etc,,  185,  247,  248 
Rainbow  Trout,  211b.,  362 
Ramsgate  Sea  Fishing  Report,  314 
Reel,  the  Deep  Sea,  188 
Ribble,  The,  13 

Rings  for  Spinning  Rod,  Best  Number 
of,  330 

Roach  attacked  by  Disease,  28,  56,  70 
Roach  Fishing,  298,  313,  329,  345, 

361,  388,  404,  418 
Roach  from  Ireland,  etc.,  etc.,  70,  97, 

139,  172 
Roach  have  Teeth,  220 
Roach  taking  Minnow,  203 
Rod  for  Worm  and  Fly  Fishing,  314, 

330 

Rod  Making  Methods,  55 
Rudd  in  Avon  and  Stour,  156 


Salmon,  231b.,  Lively  Experience  with 
a,  297 

Salmon  Destroyed  for  their  Eggs,  344, 
360,  387 

Salmon  Fisheries,  Gravesend,  264 


Various,  403 

Varnish,  Recipe  Wanted,  28,  55,  70 
Voracity  of  Pike,  142 
Vyrnwy,  Lake,  98 

Water  Compensation  Clauses,  97 
Waterproofs,    Waterproof  Dressing. 

etc.,  70,  98 
Wax  for  Fly  Tying  Wanted,  see  also 

"Lines,"  247,  281,  297,  388,  403 
Webs,  313 
Weeds,  14,  116,  388 
Weights  of  Fish,  402,  417 
Wellington  Fishery,  141,  156 
Welsh  Harp,  Hendon,  The,  219 
"Wet  Fly  Fishing,"  Mr.  Tod's  Book 

387,  416 
What  are  they  ?  362 
What  Fish  is  It  ?  172 
What  is  the  Matter  with  It  ?  281 
Wrinkles  for  Sea  Fishermen,  203,  235 

248,  264,  330,  345,  362 
Wrong  Place,  Fishing  in  the,  282 
Wye,  Herefordsliire,  13. 
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obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Bailway  Book- 
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Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
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In  previous  instances  it  has  been  fish  in  a 
hatchery  or  confined  space  which  have  sufi^ered, 
except  some  big  trout  killed  in  a  pool  on  the  river 
Lea, 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR? 


Fish  Killed  by  Lightning. 

I  HAVE  published  one  or  two  accounts  of  fish 
being  killed  by  lightning.  Here  is  one  from 
America: — 

"Albany,  New  York.  June  15. — Editor  Forest  and 
Stream. — The  foreman  of  the  Caledonia  Hatchery 
reports  to  the  Commission  that  during  a  storm 
which  prevailed  on  the  afternoon  of  June  8,  light- 
ning struck  in  one  of  the  large  rearing  ponds  on 
the  hatchery  premises  and  destroyed  a  number  of 
the  fish.  The  pond  contained  brown  trout,  and  a 
number  of  the  hatchery  employes  who  were  loading 
the  State  fish  car  at  the  time  witnessed  the  incident. 
They  examined  the  pond  at  once,  and  found  eight 
of  the  fifh,  ranging  from  lib.-  to  61b.  in  weight, 
lying  on  their  sides  in  the  water,  apparently  stunned. 
The  foreman,  in  his  report,  says :  '  I  found  the  fish 
turned  on  their  sides,  and  apparently  unable 
to  right  themselves.  It  did  not  kill  them  out- 
right, as  some  of  them  are  alive  to-day  (June  11), 
but  they  lie  on  their  sides  in  the  bottom  of  the 
pond.  I  opened  some  of  them,  and  found  the  air- 
bladder  burst  as  the  result  of  the  shock.  .  ,•  .  A 
number  of  years  ago  the  same  thing  happened  to  a 
pond  of  brook  trout  here,  and  affected  most  all  of 
them  the  same  way.  At  that  time  I  opened  about 
thirty  of  the  fish,  and  found  the  same  condition  as 
in  the  present  case.' 

"  This  brief  account  of  an  actual  occurrence  at 
one  of  the  State  hatcheries  may  be  of  interest  to 
some  of  your  readers. 

"John  D.  Whish,  Secretary, 
"  Forest,  Fish,  and  Game  Commission," 


Big  Test  Trout,  Etc. — Roach  Taking 
Spinning  Bait,  Etc. 

I  see  in  the  Field  mention  of  the  late  Mr.  T.  J. 
Mann  having  once  taken  a  101b.  trout  in  the  Test 
on  the  Black  Gnat.  I  fancy  there  must  be  some 
mistake  about  this,  as  one  day  when  I  was  fishing 
with  him  and  caught  a  5  Jib.  trout  he  told  me  that 
in  all  the  years  he  had  fished  on  the  Test  he  had 
never  got  a  trout  over  about  4;^lb.  One  day  with 
small  fly  he  killed  four  trout  weighing  over  161b. 
With  reference  to  this  and  other  matters  I  give  an 
extract  from  a  letter  I  received  this  morning 
(June  29)  from  Major  Carlisle,  so  long  known  as 
"  South  West '-  of  the  Field,  and  I  hope  he  long 
may  be :  — 

"  Dear  Marston, — It  is  very  sad  losing  our  old 
fishing  friends. '  Mann  was  a  right  good  fellow ; 
Veitch,  as  I  told  you,  was  an  especial  favourite  of 
mine — what  lovely  times  I  have  had  with  him  and 
poor  dear  old  Plews  at  Himgerford !  It  makes 
one  feel  young  again  to  remember  them.  I  never 
heard  of  Mann's  Test  trout,  101b.,  rather  a  big  one 
to  kill  on  a  Black  Gnat.  Yes,  there  are  some  real 
'  busters '  at  Broadlands  and  on  the  water  below 
at  Nursling.  I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  note 
from  Mr.  H.  Miller  recording  catch  of  roach  on 
spinning  bait ;  I  can  give  another  instance  of  this. 
Some  years  ago  young  Turle  and  I  were  jack 
spinning  at  Mottisfont  when  he  hooked  a  fish.  At 
first  he  thought  he  had  hold  of  a  big  perch,  but 
when  I  scooped  it  out  with  the  landing-net  it 
proved  to  be  a  roach  of  2Jlb.  Turle  was  using  a 
full-sized  jack  spinner,  and  the  fish  was  fairly 
hooked  in  the  mouth  on  the  tail  triangle.  I  myself 
once  caught  a  lib.  roach  at  Broadlands  on  the 
salmon  fly,  also  hooked  fairly  in  the  mouth.  You 
must  have  greatly  enjoyed  your  outing  to  Vymwy. 
I  have  only  caught  one  trout  this  season,  but  that 
was  a  real  beauty,  not  big  for  lower  Test,  just  over 
31b.,  on  a  Blue  Upright.  The  May  Fly  on  the  lower 
waters  was  almost  a  failure  owing  to  the  filthy 
weather. — Sincerely  yours, 

"Anthony  Carlisle," 


Cambridge  Sewage  and  the  River  Cam. 
I  am  glad  to  see  from  a  letter  in  the  Cambridge 
Express  from  Mr.  John  O.  George  that  the  Cam- 
bridge Town  Council  is  determined  to  remove  from 
the  University  town  the  stigma  of  polluting  the 
Cam  with  sewage.  Mr.  George  has  done  good 
service  for  many  years  past  in  drawing  attention 
to  the  evil,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  in  his  letter 
he  says : — 

"  It  was  very  gratifying  to  read  in  your  report 
of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Cambridge  Town  Council 
the  remarks  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Committee  on  the  efficiency  of  the  working 
of  the  bacteria  tanks  at  the  pumping  station.  It 
was  stated  that  during  the  late  storms,  in  four 
days'  working,  something  like  32  million  gallons  of 
sewage  and  storm  water  had  been  dealt  with 
My  remark  is  that  this  accounts  for  the  present 
clea'n  condition  of  the  Cam.  It  was  also  stated 
that  11  miUions  of  sewage  had  been  dealt  with  in 
the  tanks  ;  my  remark  here  is  that  this  means  that 
instead  of  this  vile  stuff  being  discharged,  as 
previously  under  the  old  barbarous  system,  into  the 
river  in  its  crude  state,  that  at  this  time  during 
the  past  week  it  was  put  through  the  bacteria 
system  before  being  put  into  the  river,  and  goes  on 
to  prove  that  the  new  system  of  bacteria  treatment 
is  a  success  and  not  a  failure,  and  shows  progress 
towards  the  future  purity  of  the  Cam,  and  also 
preventing  cellars  being  flooded  during  storms. 
There  cannot  be  an  excuse  now  as  to  their  utility, 
there  having  been  no  complaints. 

"  But  the  report  did  not  mention  what  was  told 
to  me  by  an  official — that  no  chlorides  had  been  put 
into  the  drains  since  last  November.  This  seems 
rather  a  sleepy  way  of  giving  reports  and  holding 
back  the  most  important  items,  so  that  the  public 
are  often  misled — no  chlorides  put  down  into  the 
drains  since  November.  Thank  Heavens !  The 
injurious  effect  of  chemicals  proves  that  fish  cannot 
live  in  this  foul  water.  Hence  it  is  unsafe  to  allow 
an  effluent  from  a  sewage  system  deaUng  with 
domestic  sewage  to  pass  into  a  river  containing  fish 
unless  treated  by  the  bacteria  system.  This  proves 
that  the  fish  have  been  in  the  past  poisoned,  in  the 


ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  by  discharges  of  crude 
sewage  mixed  with  chemicals.  But  at  this  time 
no  dead  fish  were  seen.  I  could  not  even  see  one 
hanging  on  the  rushes. 

"  This  reflects  great  credit  on  the  engineer.  My 
constant  visits  during  heavy  rainfall  to  see  the 
working  of  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  into  the 
river  shows  that  it  has  been  carried  out  with  great 
judgment  on  his  part.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  com- 
mittee will  give  a  free  hand  to  the  engineer  in  the 
future ;  then  success  is  very  hopefuL 

"  There  is  a  good  deal,  no  doubt,  yet  to  be  done 
in  the  way  of  sweetening  and  renaturalising  the 
Cam  after  these  many  years  of  pollution.  Sluch 
has  been  effected,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  Cam 
will  be  again  restored  to  a  channel  of  pleasure  and 
beauty,  and  not  be  used  as  a  sewer,  which  there  is 
no  excuse  for  now." 

There  is  a  very  important  article  by  Mr.  C.  M.- 
Gaskell  on  river  pollution  in  the  July  number  of 
the  Nineteenth  Century  and  After  showing  that 
many  rivers  in  this  country  are  still  in  a  condition 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  people,  and,  of 
course,  impossible  for  fish  to  live  in. 


It  is  not  often  that  one  comes  across  a  copy  of 
the  original  edition  of  the  celebrated  "Fishing 
Adventures  of  Mr.  Briggs,"  by  John  Leech.  Messrs.- 
W.  N.  Pitcher  &  Co.,  booksellers,  of  49,  Cross- 
street,  Manchester,  give  particulars  in  their  one 
hundredth  catalogue  of  a  very  good  copy  of  the 
work  with  the  twelve  coloured  plates,  oblong  folio, 
in  the  original  illustrated  wrapper,  also  of  other 
angling  items.  The  "Briggs"  is  just  the  thing  for 
framing  for  an  angler's  den  or  angler's  hotel 
smoking  room.  R.  B.  Marston, 


lEELAND. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING. 

By  Augustus  Gbimble, 

Author  of    The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,'-  etc.: 


THE  BANN,  COUNTY  ANTrnM— continued, 

The  Six  Mile  Water,  with  the  Kells  River,  has 
had  its  salmon  exterminated  by  discharges  of 
chloride  of  Ume  from  the  bleach  and  dye  works  on 
their  banks.  Of  course  pollution  of  any  sort  is 
prohibited  by  the  law,  but  the  fines  are  so  small, 
while  the  disgrace  is  nil,  that  most  of  the  flax  steepers 
and  manufacturers  habitually  break  the  law  rather 
than  incur  the  small  cost  and  trouble  of  making  a 
settling  tank.  Prosecutions  for  pollution  are  httle 
better  than  a  farce,  for  out  of  100  recent  convictions 
the  fine  worked  out  at  an  average  of  13|d.  each  ! 

In  the  eel  weirs  at  Toome  in  June  and  July  Mr.- 
W.  H.  Wilson  states  he  has  seen  smolts  caught  by 
the  bushel,  and  as  the  weirs  are  set  at  sunset  and 
not  drawn  till  sunrise,  thousands  of  smolts  are 
drowned  in  them. 

As  to  the  140  pollen  nets  on  Lough  Neagh,  each 
is  120  yards  long  with  a  mesh  small  enough  to  hold 
any  smolt,  and  during  Jime  and  July  no  haul  of 
any  one  of  these  nets  is  ever  made  without  some 
smolts  being  caught. 

With  regard  to  the  cormorants,  etc.,  the  Protec- 
tion Act  should  be  suspended,  and  it  should  be  made 
permissible  to  destroy  them  within  some  given 
distance  of  a  river  bank  or  mouth.  With  regard  to 
the  drift  nets,  they  have  recently  been  declared 
illegal  in  Scotland  on  account  of  the  harm  they  did. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  law  of  Ii-eland  vrill  follow 
suit,  for  if  they  are  destructive  to  Scotch  fish  they 
must  be  equally  so  to  Irish  fish.- 

The  poaching  in  the  Bann  district  is  of  a  far  more 
lawless  and  ferocious  natm-e  than  usual.  Around 
Lough  Neagh  there  are  desperate  lots  of  men,  and 
here  some  few  years  ago  an  inspector  and  two 
baihffs  were  fh-ed  on,  when  the  head  man,  after 
being  badly  wounded,  was  brutally  knocked  about 
and  nearly  lost  his  hfe.  Here,  too,  on  another 
occasion  some  poachers  attempted  to  bum  down  a 
house  at  Toome  Bridge  into  which  they  had  marked 
a  party  of  poUce.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wilson  with  regard  to  this  poaching  is  so  interesting 
that  it  may  well  be  quoted.  He  stated  that  twenty 
years  ago  the  Main  was  one  of  the  best  anghng  rivers 
in  the  north  of  Ireland,  while  now  it  is  worthless, 
for  no  fish  has  been  taken  on  it  by  the  rod  for  the 
last  four  years.  In  the  Claudy,  falling  into  the  left 
bank  of  the  Bann,  near  Portglenone,  the  moment 
a  fish  appears  it  is  wiped  out,  and  a  remarkable 
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instance  of  this  was  given  by  Mr.  Wilson  when  a 
very  large  salmon  took  up  its  quarters  in  a  pool  of 
the  Claudy : — 

"  Our  club  watchers  were  there  taking  turns 
about  at  watching.  I  happened  to  be  there  on  a 
Friday,  and  told  O'Fee  the  fish  was  sure  to  be  caught 
(I  heard  it  was  a  very  big  one),  and  that  if  it  was 
caught  I  should  hke  to  see  it  out  of  curiosity. 
O'Fee  got  some  inkhng  of  what  was  going  on,  and 
80  on  Saturday  night  he  telegraphed  for  me,  saying 
that  the  fish  had  been  taken  out  and  weighed  541b., 
and  also  that  he  had  got  the  head.  He  gave  5s.  for 
it  and  sent  it  me.  A  wonderful  head,  but  the 
ughest  I  ever  saw. 

"  On  another  river,  the  Agivey,  there  is  a  mill 
dam,  and  I  myself  have  stood  on  the  bank  and  ex- 
postulated with  the  fellows.  They  have  raked  fish 
out  with  gaffs  while  I  stood  and  watched  them,  and 
last  year,  near  the  same  place,  there  was  a  most 
wonderful  performance.  Three  of  our  watchers  were 
there,  and  one  great  big  poaching  fellow  caught  hold 
of  one  of  these  men,  carried  him  into  the  river,  and 
very  nearly  drowned  him.  His  colleagues  were 
frightened  and  ran  away,  leaving  their  hats  and  coats 
behind  them.  Poaching  is  terrible  in  that  district, 
and  the  baihffs  are  quite  inefficient."  Mr.  Wilson 
then  proceeds  to  say :  "  One  point  which  I  think 
important  in  Ireland  is  that  English  people  should 
be  induced  to  come  to  the  country  for  sport.  They 
would  spend  an  immense  amount  of  money  in 
coimection  with  it.  I  have  put  down  my  own 
expenditure  for  boats,  gilUes,  fishing  tackle,  house 
rent,  and  the  anghng,  and  di\aded  it  by  the  number 
of  fish  I  caught.  Ten  years  ago  I  considered  if  I 
caught  one  fish  for  every"  £3  I  did  well.  This  year, 
1899,  I  am  up  to  £7  10s.  a  fish."  Therefore,  if  Mr. 
Wilson  has  made  no  mistake,  it  would  seem  as  if 
'  the  fish  recorded  as  caught  in  1901 — namely,  106— 
will  have  cost  him  £765.  But  1899  was  a  bad  year 
almost  everywhere,  so  let  us  hope  that  it  was  only 
the  sniall  take  of  that  particular  season  that  raised 
the  price  of  salmon  to  £7  10s.  apiece. 
,  I  have  known  of  instances  in  Scotland  where,  in 
seasons  of  exceptional  drought,  fish  have  cost  quite 
£20  each.  Mr.  Wilson  includes  tackle  in  his  estmiate, 
which  I  think  is  not  an  item  that  can  fairly  be  taken 
into  accoimt,  for  the  expenditure  on  rods,  etc.,  is  a 
very  elastic  one,  depending  on  the  wealth  and  taste 
of  each  individual  angler.  Tackle,  too,  has  a  way 
of  accumulating,  and  new  inventions  and  strange 
flies  have  a  chai-m  of  their  own  that  few  anglers  with 
spare  cash  can  resist.  I  certainly  think  that  the 
wandering  angler  spending  the  month  of  July  at 
Mercer's  Hotel,  at  Kikea,  would  get  his  sport  at 
much  less  than  £7  10s.  a  fish.  As  July  is  the  best 
month,  a  keen  and  good  man  who  will  start  early, 
work  till  dusk,  and  have  his  fly  in  the  water  nearly 
all  the  day,  and  eat  limch  as  he  races  from  pool  to 
pool,  should  certainly  get  his  twenty  fish  in  that 
month  in  any  average  season. 

Now  if  he  makes  himself  free  to  fish  the  two  ticket 
waters  akeady  mentioned,  at  a  cost  of  33s.  6d.  a 
week,  or  £6  14s.  a  month,  and  adding  to  that  the 
liberal  allowance  of  40s.  a  week  for  gilhe  and  boat, 
or  £8  a  month,  with  a  further  £30  for  the  hotel  bill, 
£5  for  sundries,  and  £10  for  travelhng  expenses,  we 
arrive  at  a  total  of  £59  14s.,  which  is  just  about  £3 
a  fish,  if  he  gets  the  twenty  he  ought  to,  and  from 
this  there  is  nothing  deducted  for  the  value  of  the 
fish. 

It  wiU  be  seen  that  my  estimate  of  expenditure 
has  been  made  on  the  hberal  side,  but  anyone  who 
wished  to  spend  less  could,  by  going  into  lodgings 
and  exercising  strict  economy,  reduce  the  amount 
by  some  £20. 

I  have  alluded  to  this  matter  at  some  length  as 
the  Fishery  Commissioners  estimate  the  value  of  the 
anglings  of  Ireland  at  £100,000,  and  apparently 
arrive  at  this  sum  on  the  basis  of  £7  10s.  a  fish.  I 
am  nearly  certain  that  the  anghng  rents  of  Ireland 
would  hardly  produce  a  tenth  of  that  sum,  and  it 
does  not  seem  quite  logical  that  money  supposed  to 
be  spent  by  anglers  on  tackle,  hotels,  and  wages 
should  be  included  in  a  valuation  of  the  anghng. 
The  Commissioners  had  such  great  opportunities  of 
arriving  at  a  fairly  accurate  estimate  of  the  sum 
realised  by  the  actual  angling  rents  of  the  Irish 
rivers  that  it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to 
those  interested  had  they  given  an  approximate 
estimate  of  their  value,  instead  of  lumping  it 
together  with  the  unknown  sums  that  anglers 
may  or  may  not  spend.  I  much  doubt  if 
the  united  rents  of  the  whole  of  the  angling  in 
all  the  rivers  of  Ireland  would  reahse  £15,000.  or 
that,  in  other  words,  it  would  exceed  the  rental 
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derived  from  three  or  four  of  the  Scotch  rivers,  such 
as  the  Dee,  the  Tay,  the  Helmsdale,  and  the  Lochy. 

Yet  in  Ireland  there  are  larger  rivers  than  in 
Scotland,  and  all  over  Ireland  rivers  are  just  as  good 
only  that  they  lack  protection.  Especially  do  many 
of  the  smaller  streams  compare  favourably  with  the 
Scotch  ones,  for  there  are  so  many  more  that  have 
lake  sources  into  which  salmonidse  ascend  to  give 
sport  when  the  river  itself  is  too  small.  It  is 
remarkable  that  while  the  rod  season  of  the  Bann 
ends  on  Sept.  30,  it  is  prolonged  until  Oct.  31  on 
the  tributaries  of  the  Main  and  the  Blackwater,  for 
if  the  Bann  fish  are  not  fit  to  be  caught  after  the 
end  of  September,  then  how  much  more  unfit  for 
food  must  the  fish  of  its  tributaries  be  ijust  one 
month  later. 

Poor  Bann  !  Never  was  there  a  river  more  suited 
to  give  large  returns  to  legitimate  nets  or  to  provide 
the  best  of  sport  for  the  rod.  Other  rivers  suffer 
from  perhaps  one  or  two  or  even  three  of  the  evils 
enumerated,  but  for  the  unhappy  Bann  there  exists 
in  their  strongest  form  every  conceivable  evil  that 
is  deadly  to  salmon  hfe.  Amidst  all  these  draw- 
backs it  is  cheering  to  know  that  the  Fishery  Com- 
pany have  put  up  a  hatchery  at  Kihea  at  a  cost  of 
£1000  which  can  take  a  milhon  ova,  and  though 
there  has  been  some  difficulty  in  secuiing  enough 
eggs  to  stock  it  fully,  it  has  aheady  been  the  means 
of  sending  forth  thousands  of  fry  to  the  river.  There 
is  only  one  thing  certain  about  the  history  of  the 
Bann  in  late  years,  and  that  is  that  had  it  not  been 
for  the  determined  and  energetic  eftbrts  of  M-.  R.  L. 
Moore  and  the  Barm  Fishery  Company  it  would  have 
become  in  a  fair  way  to  have  been  wiped  out  as  a 
salmon  river. 

{To  be  continued.) 

FEESH-WATEE  FISHEEIES. 

PROPOSED  BILL  TO  AMEND  THE  LAWS 
RELATING  TO  FRESH- WATER  FISH. 

Dear  Sib, — We  should  be  very  pleased  if  you 
would  kindly  pubhsh  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  the 
enclosed  draft  of  a  proposed  Bill  to  amend  the 
present  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Acts.  We  take  this 
to  be  of  great  interest  and  importance  to  trout  and 
coarse-fish  anglers,  and  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
opinions  and  suggestions  upon  the  same  from 
anglers  in  every  part  of  the  country. — Yours  truly, 
D.  Langstaffe,  Secretary, 

York  and  District 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers, 
Bay  Horse  Hotel, 
Marygate,  York. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

1.  Section  5  of  the  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act, 
1878,  shall  be  read  as  if  the  words  "  all  fresh-water 
fish  "  were  used  in  place  of  "  trout  and  char." 

2.  Section  6  shall  be  amended  by  the  following 
addition  : — "  And  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  as  amended  by  the  Fresh-water 
Fisheries  Act,  1884,  the  holders  of  licences  under 
Section  7  of  this{1878)  Actwho  reside  in  any  Fishery 
District  shall  be  entitled  to  be  represented  on  the 
Board  of  Conservators  of  such  Fishery  District." 
(a)  Any  bond  fide  anghng  association  with  500  (?)  or 
more  members  shall  be  entitled  to  one  representa- 
tive on  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Fishery 
District  in  which  they  may  be  situated,  providing 
the  number  of  representatives  from  any  one  town  or 
anghng  centre  shall  not  exceed  (  )  ?  and  in  the 
aggregate  shall  not  exceed  two-fifths  of  the  entire 
Board,  (b)  Such  representatives  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  sit  on  the  board  in  any  matter  whatsoever 
relating  to  salmon. 

3.  Section  7  of  the  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act, 
1878,  shall  be  amended  as  follows : — "  In  any 
Fishery  District  subject  to  a  Board  of  Conservators 
the  Conservators  shall  be  empowered  to  issue 
hcences  for  the  year  (subject  to  the  stated  close 
seasons)  to  all  persons  fishing  with  rod  and  line  for 
any  fresh- water  fish,  such  licence  to  be  available  for 
any  fishery  district  in  England,  and  in  the  event  of 
the  power  being  exercised  in  any  Fishery  District, 
the  provisions  of  the  33rd,  34th,  35th,  36th,  and 
37th  Sections  of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Act,  1863,  and 
of  the  21st  and  22nd  Sections  of  the  Salmon  Fishery 
Act,  1873  (relative  to  hcences),  shall  be  construed  as 
if  the  words  "and  all  fresh-water  fish"  were  inserted 
throughout  after  the  word  "  salmon,"  provided  as 
follows : — (a)  A  licence  to  fish  with  rod  and  line  for 
salmon  shall  have  effect  as  a  licence  to  fish  for  all 
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fresh-water  fish,  (b)  The  fee  payable  for  a  Ucence 
to  fish  for  all  fresh- water  fish,  exclusively  of  salmon, 
shall  be  Is.  per  annum  for  any  Fishery  District, 
(c)  One-half  the  fees  shall  be  used  for  the  protection 
and  improvement  of  trout  and  char  (or  salmon)  ? 
and  the  remaining  half  for  the  protection  and  im- 
provement of  all  fresh-water  fish,  exclusively  of 
salmon,  trout,  and  char,  (d)  Children  under  four- 
teen years  of  age  shall  be  exempt  from  the  action  of 
this  section." 

4.  Section  10  of  the  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Act. 
1878,  shall  be  amended  as  follows  : — "  A  Board  of 
Conservators  shall  be  empowered  to  alter  the  period 
during  which  it  shall  be  illegal  to  take  or  kill  any 
fresh-water  fish,  providing  (a)  that  the  period  wthi'n 
which  trout  and  char  may  not  be  taken  or  killed  in 
any  Fishery  District  shall  not  commence  earlier  than 
the  2nd  day  of  September  nor  later  than  the  2nd  day 
of  November  in  each  year,  and  shall  not  be  less  than 
123  days  ;  (b)  that  the  period  within  which  all  other 
fresh- water  fish  may  not  be  taken  or  killed  shall  not 
commence  earher  than  the  1st  day  of  March  nor  later 
than  the  1st  day  of  April,  and  shall  not  extend  over 
the  last  day  of  June  in  each  year." 

5.  Sub-section  1  of  Section  2  of  the  Fresh-water 
Fisheries  Act,  1878,  shall  read  as  if  the  words 
"  other  than  pollan,  trout,  and  char  "  were  struck 
out.  Sub-section  2  of  Section  2  of  the  Fresh- water 
Fisheries  Act,  1878,  shall  read  as  if  mth  the  follow- 
ing a4dition  : — "  Subject  to  any  modification  which 
may  be  made  under  the  powers  granted  by  Section 
10,  as  noV  amended."  Sub-heads  b  and  d  and  Sub- 
section 7  of  Section  11  of  the  Fresh-water  Fisheries 
Act,  1878,  shall  be  repealed. 

6.  Clause  1  of  Sub-section  1  of  Section  1  of  the 
Fresh- water  Fisheries  Act,  1878,  shall  read  as  if  the 
words  "  so  that  such  mesh  shall  not  be  less  than 
one  inch  from  knot  to  knot,  measured  when  wet, 
and  so  that  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  use  a 
mesh  larger  than  3  inches  from  knot  to  knot, 
measured  when  wet,  and  so  that  such  bye-law  shall 
not  extend  to  any  casting  or  dip  net  lawfully  used 
for  catching  fish  for  bait,"  were  struck  out. 

7.  A  Board  of  Conservators  of  any  Fishery  Dis- 
trict shall  be  further  empowered,  if  found  necessary, 
to  make  bye-laws  on  the  following  or  any  portion  of 
same  : — (a)  To  make  it  permissible  for  the  holder 
of  a  hcence  under  this  Act  to  angle  with  more  than 
one  rod  and  Une  at  any  one  time  ;  (b)  to  restrict  the 
sizes  of  all  or  any  species  of  fresh-water  fish  which 
may  be  taken  with  rod  and  line  or  nets  ;  (c)  to  pro- 
hibit the  retention  of  any  fresh-water  fish  whilst 
netting  for  salmon  or  smelts  ;  {d)  in  any  Fishery  Dis- 
trict where  salmon  and  trout  alone  exist  the  Ucence 
fee  as  provided  by  this  Act  may  be  increased,  but 
only  providing  no  fish  except  salmon  and  trout  or 
char  are  angled  for  in  such  Fishery  District. 

In  writing  to  Mr.  Langstaffe  I  pointed  out  what 
I  thought  were  objections  to  the  proposed  altera- 
tions, and  said  I  thought  that  Boards  of  Conservators 
would  oppose  several  of  the  proposals  strongly — 
especially  the  proposal  to  make  the  trout  and  coarse- 
fishing  hcence  Is.,  and  one  Hcence  to  cover  the  whole 
of  the  districts  in  which  there  are  Boards.  In  reply 
Mr.  Langstaffe  says  : — 

De.ar  Sir, — Yours  of  June  26  duly  to  hand. 
I  shall  be  very  pleased  indeed  to  avail  myself  of 
your  offer  to  pubhsh  the  draft  of  proposed  Bill,  and 
herewith  enclose  a  copy  and  letter. 

Referring  to  your  letter,  I  beUeve  you  look  at  the 
matter  in  a  wrong  hght  in  regard  to  the  Boards  of 
Conservators  opposing  the  Bill,  as  it  would  increase 
their  revenues  greatly  instead  of  decreasing  them, 
and  lack  of  funds  is  always  the  complaint  from  most 
Fishery  Boards.  In  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  District 
there  is  a  loss  every  year  on  salmon  affairs,  and  the 
Is.  trout  hcences  bring  in  about  £600.  Now,  by  the 
proposed  general  rod  Ucence  it  would  mean  at  the 
very  lowest  £2.000,  which  divided  between  the  two 
classes  of  fish  would  leave  £1,000  still  for  trout  and 
salmon  (you  will  notice  under  Sub-section  3,  Section 
3,  that  a  portion  of  the  trout  money  may  be  used  for 
salmon).  The  remaining  £1,000  would  go  to  the 
direct  benefit  of  coarse-fish  anglers,  who  at  present 
have  no  help  or  protection  whatever.  The  close  time 
for  trout  and  char  has  been  taken  from  the  Act  as 
it  now  stands  (Salmon  Fisheries  Act.  1876).  The 
close  season  for  coarse  fish  can  be  altered  by  each 
Fishery  Board  to  suit  their  own  districts,  and  I 
think  by  the  last  day  of  June  all  fish  have  finished 
spawTiing.  Unless  specially  desirable  otherwise,  the 
existing  general  close  season  would  stiU  remain. 
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As  to  the  objection  to  the  reduction  of  trout 
Ucences  to  Is.,  you  will  see  by  Sub-section  4,  Section 
7,  any  Fishery  District  where  trout  alone  are  angled 
for  the  Board  of  Conservators  may  increase  the 
licence  fee.  Each  Fishery  District  mil  use  the 
money  derived  from  licences  issued  within  the 
bounds  of  their  district.  I  think  this  measure 
would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  London 
coai-se-fish  anglers,  as  it  would  raise  a  large  sum, 
which  would  be  used  for  the  improvement  of  fresh- 
water fish  of  all  kinds.  In  fact,  every  coarse  fish 
angler  in  all  parts  of  the  country  would  reap  the 
benefits  of  this  proposed  rod  Ucence,  which  would 
also  do  away  with  the  friction  which  at  present 
exists  in  manv  districts,  where  disputes  constantly 
arise  as  to  whether  an  angler,  when  fishing  for 
coarse  fish  in  a  stream  supposed  to  contain  trout,  is 
compelled  to  take  out  a  trout  hcence.  I  should  be 
glad  to  receive  any  further  suggestions  of  additions 
to  be  made  to  Section  7.— Yours  truly, 

D.  LA>"GSTArFE,  Secretary. 

York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers, 
Bay  Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  York. 

AETIFICIAL  SALMON  HATCHING 
rOE  THE  EIVEE  EDEN. 


Secoxd  Report  of  the  River  Edex  Salmon 

H\TCHERY    FOR    THE    TwO    YeAES  ENDmG 

JrsE  30,  1903. 
The  offspring  of  some  90,000  ova,  hatched  during 
the  spring  of  1901.  produced  22,000  yearUng  salmon, 
which  were  tiu-ned  into  the  river  early  in  May,  1902. 
During  the  present  spring  an  unusual  number  of 
small  salmon  between  61b.  and  81b.  in  weight  have 
been  causht.  a  result  which  there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  is^to  be  attributed  to  the  young  fish  turned 
out  in  :May  of  last  year.  Great  difficulty  was  expe- 
rienced in"  obtaining  a  sufficiency  of  spawning  fish 
during  the  winter  of  1901-2,  partly  owing  to  con- 
tinuaf  floods  in  the  river  and  partly  to  the  insuf- 
ficient assistance  obtainable  for  this  difficult  work. 
Ultimately  about  140,000  salmon  and  50,000  trout 
ova  were  laid  down,  the  latter  purchased  by  the 
Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association.  These  produced 
36.000  yearUng  salmon,  which  were  turned  into  the 
river  early  in  ^lay  last,  and  about  6000  well-grown 
trout,  wluch  were  distributed  in  the  waters  belong- 
ing to  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association  in  April 
last.  Considerable  trouble  has  been  experienced 
owiag  to  the  depredations  committed  by  herons, 
especially  amongst  the  young  trout,  which  play 
nearer  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  ponds  than  do 
tie  salmon  fiy.  This  is  about  to  be  obviated  by 
placing  wire-netting  over  the  edges  of  the  ponds.  A 
few  hundreds  of  salmon  fry  have  been  prematurely 
pissed  into  the  river  from  time  to  time  by  the  acci- 
dental rupture  of  two  or  three  ponds  into  unknown 
field  drains  leading  through  the  banks  of  the  river. 

Whilst  the  hatching  and  rearing  of  young  salmon 
has  so  far  been  conducted  in  a  highly  successful 
manner  by  ilr.  A.  Winchester,  the  manager  of  the 
hatchery,  the  quantity  of  salmon  ova  hitherto 
obtained  has  been  most  unsatisfactory.  The  hatch- 
ing-boxes are  capable  of  hatching  one  miUion  ova, 
but  have  never  yet  contained  more  than  190,000  ova. 
The  ponds  are  capable  of  rearing  nearly  500.000  fry 
to  the  yearUng'stage,  but  not  more  than  one-third  of 
the  total  number  of  ponds  has  yet  been  in  use. 
Without  greater  co-operation  by  the  owners  or 
lessees  of  fisheries  there  is  Httle  probabiUty  of 
increased  success  attending  the  hatchery  as  regards 
the  output  in  the  future.  Hitherto  the  burden  of 
defraying  the  annual  deficiency  of  the  receipts  to 
meet  "the  expenses  of  maintenance  has  fallen  upon 
the  shoulders  of  one  individual,  who  has  a  com- 
paratively trifling  interest  in  the  River  Eden,  and 
who  has — in  addition  to  bearing  this  unreasonable 
annual  charge — defrayed  more  than  one-half  of  the 
whole  cost  of  estabhshment,  amounting  altogether 
to  over  £900. 

Whether  the  hatchery  is  to  be  continued  beyond 
the  present  season  (which  will  end  in  May,  1904)  or 
not  will  entirely  depend  upon  the  action  of  the 
owners  and  lessees  of  fisheries  within  the  Eden 
Fishery  Board  District.  Much  larger  subscriptions 
must  be  forthcoming  in  order  that  the  annual  cost 
of  maintenance  may  be  defrayed  out  of  income,  and 
greater  co-operation  offered  by  those  in  a  position  to 
net  spawning  fish  and  retain  them  in  coops  or  float- 
ing crates  until  ripe.  The  manager  of  the  hatchery 
will  supply  suitable  coops,  with  chains  to  secure 
them  to  the  bank,  to  all  who  desire  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  stocking  the  hatchery,  and  he  wiU  periodi. 


cally  attend  to  strip  those  fish  -which  are  ripe  for 
spawning. 

During  the  next  spring  a  run  of  those  yearling 
fish  which  were  turned  into  the  river  in  May,  1902, 
may  reasonably  be  expected,  and  a  larger  run  during 
the  spring  of  1905.  Therefore  all  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  restocking  of  the  River  Eden  are 
requested  to  assist  by  gi^'ing  financial  help  and 
practical  co-operation  at  spawning  time,  in  order 
that  the  present  attempt  to  improve  the  stock  of 
salmon  frequenting  these  waters  may  be  continued. 
It  would  be  a  pity  that  the  effort  so  far  continued 
should  be  prematurely  terminated  from  lack  of 
support,  where  there  are  so  many  persons  inte- 
rested. Hitherto  the  practical  interest  in  and 
support  rendered  to  the  hatchery  have  not  been 
commensurate  to  the  interests  involved  nor  con- 
sistent -n-ith  the  anxiety  which  many  fishermen  have 
displayed — by  numberless  speeches  at  any  rate — 
for  the  improvement  of  the  salmon  fisheries  in  the 
River  Eden. 

Subscriptions  may  be  paid  to  the  Carlisle  and 
Cumberland  Banking  Co.  to  the  credit  of  the  River 
Eden  Salmon  Hatchery. 

Carhsle.  W.  Faerer, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

[If  ilr.  Farrer  will  pardon  my  saying  so,  I  think 
he  does  not  make  sufficient  use  of  the  information 
given  in  his  second  sentence— namely.  "  During  the 
present  spring  an  unusual  number  of  small  salmon 
between  6lb.  and  81b.  in  weight  have  been  caught,  a 
result  which  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  young  fish  turned  out  in  May  of 
last  ysar." 

He  gives  no  figures  of  the  take  of  salmon  to  com- 
pare with  previous  years.  Also  I  think  he  should 
explain  what  the  obfect  is  in  catching  Eden  salmon, 
taking  their  eggs  at  great  expense,  and  producing 
36.000  artificially-fed  yearlings  out  of  140,000  eggs. 
Of  course,  if  there  are 'no  natural  cpawning-gi-ounds 
the  reason  is  estabUshed,  but  it  ought  to  be  men- 
tioned, or  any  other  that  may  be  relied  on.  The 
6000  yearling"^  trout  produced  from  50,000  eggs  are 
in  any  case  an  addition  to  the  stock  as  they  were 
purchased  by  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association, 
and  not  taken  from  native  Eden  fish. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  young  salmon  were 
marked  :  if  not.  why  not  ?  It  would  have  at  least 
proved  if  the  unusual  number  of  small  salmon  taken 
this  spring  were  bred  artificially  or  naturally. 

I  do  not  write  in  any  captious  or  carping  spirit ; 
no  man  would  rejoice  more  than  I  shoiild  to  get 
definite  dowm-ight  proof  of  the  value  of  artificial 
salmon  culture. 

In  the  case  of  the  Eden  surely  the  salmon  can 
spawn  naturally  and  be  protected  ?  If  so  to 
attempt  to  assist  Nature  seems  unwise  :  it  would 
surely  be  better  and  far  cheaper  to  let  all  the  Eden 
fish  spawn  naturally  and  buy  eggs  from  other 
rivers — I  was  going  to  sa}^  countries,  but  I  know 
that  increases  the  difficulties,  and  is  not  always  wise 
in  other  ways.  The  total  expenditui-e  so  far  appears 
to  be  about  £1400.  and  apparently  no  marked  fish 
to  show  in  return  for  it.— R.  B.  Maestox.] 


'•  BASS,  PIKE.  PERCH,  AXD  OTHERS."  * 

The  sportsman  who  is  lucky  enough,  or  ^vise 
enough,  to  possess  the  volumes  of  "  The  American 
Sportsman's  Library  "  has  the  means  for  a  Uberal 
education  in  all  matters  connected  with  sport. 

:Mi-.  Caspar  \Miitney,  the  general  editor,  has  the 
support  of  authors  and  artists  thoroughly  in  sym- 
pathy with  their  work  and  specially  fitted  for  the 
subjects  with  which  they  deal.  The  late  Dean 
Sage  and  Mr.  WiUiam  C.  Harris  have  written  on 
"  Salmon  and  Trout,"  Mr.  Charles  F.  Holder  on 
"  The  Big  Game  Fishes  of  the  United  States,"  and 
now  comes  another  welcome  and  delightful  volume, 
"  Bass,  Pike,  Perch,  and  Others,"  by  that  proUfic 
author  James  A.  Henshall,  M.D.  "  The  Book  of 
the  Black  Bass."  "Camping  and  Cruising  in 
Florida,"  "  Ye  Gods  and  Little  Fishes,"  and  other 
pleasant  volumes  have  made  for  this  author  troops 
of  friends,  and  a  perusal  of  this  his  latest  book  wiU 
not  cause  that  friendship  to  moult  a  single  feather. 

"  Contrariwise."  it  will  add  to  Dr.  Henshall's 
reputation,  and  increase  the  feeling  of  respect  and 
afiection  his  genial  pen  has  inspired.  Like  a  true 
sportsman.  Dr.  HenshaU  has,  in  this  volume,  re- 

*  "Bass,  Pike,  Perch,  and  Others."  By  James 
A.  Henshall.  The  American  Sportsman's  Library. 
Macmillan. 


frained  from  poaching  in  other  men's  waters.- 
He  has  left  salmon,  trout,  tarpon,  jewfish,  and 
other  fishes  of  large  size  severely  alone,  but  dealt 
with  nearly  all  other  game  fishes  of  the  United 
States  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

But  let  it  not  be  thought  that  the  volume  is  so 
decidedly  " 'Murican  "  that  the  British  angler  will 
fail  to  appreciate  it.  The  angler  wh^  loves  the 
Scotch  loch  or  the  Gloucester  stream,  the  Cockney 
who  takes  his  humble  roach  pole  to  the  Thames  or 
the  Lea  can  spend  a  pleasant  hour  with  an  author 
who  conveys  much  information  in  a  deUghtfuUy 
happy  style.  "  Bass,  Pike,  Perch,  and  Othei«  "  is 
the  title  "of  his  book— and  that  word  "  Others  "  is 
very  comprehensive.  "  Deputation,"  said  Lord 
Palmerston,  "  signifies  many — but  don't  signify 
much."  Dr.  Henshall's  "  Others  "  signifies  a  good 
deal  He  describes  the  ladyfish,  the  snook,  the 
cobia,  the  angel-fish,  pinfish,  squirrel-fish,  jolthead 
porgy,  black  grunt,  the  gag,  the  scamp,  the  drum- 
fish,  and  many  "  others,"  and  he  describes  how  he 
has  captured  them  during  an  anghng  experience  of 
forty  years.  On  many  waters  from  Canada  to  the 
West  indies,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, has  Dr.  Henshall  won  renown  as  a  fisherman, 
and  his  book  -w-ill  make  many  a  reader  sigh,  "  Oh 
that  I  had  been  with  him  there  !  " 

A  volume  thoroughly  scientific  has  the  added 
charm  of  exquisite  illustrations,  and  it  appeals  to 
the  general  reader  by  its  breezy  style  and  sunny 
humour.  The  author  has  a  keen  relish  for  fish  as 
food,  and  evident  sympathy  with  the  young  lady  who 
declared  that  the  study  of  fishes,  "  especially  fried 
gnmts  for  breakfast,  gave  her  an  idea  of  Heaven." 
Dr.  Henshall  would  probably  resent  being  called  a 
poet— he  attributes  the  well-kno-mi  lines  "  How 
happy  could  I  be  with  either  "  to  the  wrong  author-— 
but  there  is  much  real  poetry  in  some  of  his  %-ivid 
descriptions,  and  he  must  be  a  cold-blooded  angler 
indeed  who  can  read  some  of  his  fishing  stories 
without  a  thrill  of  excitement. 

Dr.  Henshall  had  a  negro  boatman,  a  black 
philosopher  whose  quaint  sayings  and  fund  of  anec- 
dotes must  have  been  a  great  source  of  amusement 
to  his  "boss."  Said  the  doctor  one  day,  "Many 
fishes  seem  to  bear  some  fancied  resemblance,  either 
in  habits  or  appearance,  to  some  object  or  animal 
of  the  land."  The  negro  boatman  quickly  answered 
in  his  Bahamian  lingo —  _ 

"  Veil,  sir,  it's  as  true  as  gospel ;  a  man  is  like 
a  fish  out  o'  water— 'e  puffs  Hke  a  porpus  and  drinks 
like  a  fish.  And  the  butterflies  are  the  yellow  grunts 
and  pork-fish  and  Uttle  snappers  and  cockeyed 
pilots,  and  the  red  snappers  and  squirrel-fish  are 
the  filhmingoes  and  pink  curlews,  and  the  nigger-fish 
and  conies  is  the  le'pards,  and  the  blo-n-fish  and 
puffers  is  the  'edge'ogs  and  porkupines.  And  then 
there's  the  poll-parrots,  red,  blue,  yellow,  and  green, 
from  the  puddin'  wife  to  sUppery-dick  ;  if  they'd 
vings  Uke  the  fiyin'  fish,  we'd  put  'em  in  cages." 

This  nigger  boatman  was  evidently  an  observant 
ancrler.  and  that  was  one  reason  why  he  was  such  a 
favourite  with  Dr.  Henshall,  who  himseU"  has  always 
had  his  eyes  and  ears  wide  open,  and,  thank 
Heaven  !  has  had  the  vaW  and  the  power  to  tell 
what  he  has  seen  and  heard  for  the  benefit  and 
delight  of  his  brother  anglers  all  over  the  world. 

There  is  a  new  club,  coterie,  or  society  called 
"  The  Pilgrims,"  whose  object  is  to  cultivate 
the  feeUng  of  brotherhood  between  Britishers  and 
Americans.  Dr.  Henshall's  book  ought  to  have  a 
prominent  place  in  the  club's  Ubrar^-.  


\ew  Chairman-  of  the  Thames  AxGLrs-o  Pee- 
SERVATiox  Society.— Mr.  F.  Hohne-Sumner,  of 
Addlestone.  has  accepted  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 

"  Trilby"  at  His  :Majesty's  Theatre.— Visitors 
to  London  who  have  not  seen  "TrUby,"  or  wish  to 
see  it  again,  should  note  that  it  is  -'on  at  His 
Majesty's  Theatre,  with  :\Ir.  Tree  as  -  Svengah, 
and  :Hlss  Dorothea  Baird  as  "  Trilby.'i  It  is  an 
opportunity  not  to  be  missed. 

The  new  volume  of  the  "American  Sportsman's 
Library"  treats  of  the  "Big  Game  Fishes"  of  the 
United  States;  and  as  these  creatures-tarpcn. 
black  bass,  tuna,  and  the  rest— run  up  to  10001b. 
weight,  and  are  teken  with  rod  and  reel  up  to 
3001b.  and  over,  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  L.  K 
Holder  has  an  exciting  subject  to  handle.  I  be 
pictures  which  are  most  spirited,  mtensify  the 
impression  that  such  sport  is  a  fearful  joy.  but 
those  who  adventure  it  will  find  ample  instructions 
as  to  tackle,  bait,  and  life-preserving  precautions. 


ON  THE  YORE  IN  WENSLEYDALE. 

{Concluded  from  page  426,  Volj,  XLVI.) 

At  the  breakfast-table  I  related  my  adventures, 
and  was  subjected  to  a  deal  of  chaff,  my  friend 
being  very  free  with  his  pithy  salUes,  many  of 
which  were  difficult  to  parry.  I  noticed  that  he 
disposed  of  a  brace  of  the  fraudulently  taken  fish 
with  rare  gusto  at  a  subsequent  meaL  This  after- 
noon was  dull  and  cloudy,  and  we  took  four  brace 
and  a  half  of  trout  in  the  vicinity  of  Aysgarth  Falls. 

ihe  most  successful  flies  were  Orange  Partridge, 
Brown  Owl,  and  Snipe  Bloa,  the  last  named  fly 
takmg  five  fish.  The  patterns  were  very  smaU, 
dressed  to  my  hking.  and  supplied  by  the  Northern 
Anglers  Depot,  Leeds,  whose  representations  of 
aquatic  insects  I  have  always  found  most  exact 
and  suitable  for  use  on  the  many  rivers  and  lakes 
to  which  I  have  had  access. 

In  the  smoking-room  to-night  there  came  under 
discussion  the  salmon  smolts  which  frequent  every 
stream  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore,  and  which 
become  an  unmitigated  nuisance  to  the  sportsman 
consequent  on  their  inclination  for  attaching  them- 
selves to  the  flies  on  his  cast  at  almost  each  alternate 
tnrow.-  A  well-known  Birmingham  angler,  who  is 
a  frequent  visitor  to  the  Yore,  and  at  present  staying 
m  the  hotel,  propounds  the  theory  that  salmon  do 
not  ascend  so  high  up  the  river;  that  the  smolts 
are  hybrids  waterlocked,  in  that  they  cannot  reach 
the  sea  to  rnature.  In  other  words,  he  considers 
them  a  species  peculiarly  its  own.  and  argues  that 
one  18  not  violating  the  rules  of  the  Fresh-Water 
Fisheries  Act  by  taking  them.  The  subject  has 
formed  a  most  interesting  colloquy,  which  owing  to 
the  lateness  of  the  hour  has  been  adjourned. 

As  I  go  through  my  notes  to-night  I  am  reminded 
that  our  visit  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close.  We  have 
had  a  f^rly  satisfactory  outing  on  a  lower  portion 
of  the  Yore  between  Kedmire  and  Wensley  our 

^  ^^^^^S  each ;  and 
although  the  trout  here  are  not  so  numerous  as  in 
w  ,"PPf  ^y^ters  of  Sir  Wm.  Chaytor's  preserves, 
yet  the  fishmg  is  well  worthy  of  the  payment  asked, 
and  hes  m  a  centre  of  the  vale  whose  entrancing 
beauty  furnishes  us  with  ample  food  for  thought 
and  reflection.  The  Snipe  and  YeUow  has  aglin 
proved  Its  serviceableness  on  the  Yore,  so  much  so 
that  I  have  had  two  dressings  of  it  on  my  cast  of 
three  nies.  *' 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  John 
Wilhs,  a  famiUar  figure  on  the  Yore.  He  enjoys 
the  reputation  of  knowing  every  inch  of  the  water 
and  every  stone  therein,  and  you  who  read  these 
pages  would  think  there  was  some  truth  in  the 
assertion  had  you  seen  him,  as  I  did,  deftly  spin 
the  minnow  guiding  it  in  and  out  amongst  sub- 
merged boulders  with  a  skill  that  only  long  and 
constant  practice  can  acquire;  and  to  watch  him 
with  the  Creeper  or  Stone  Fly  take  fish  out  of 
infantine  rills-rills  so  shallow  that  they  failed  to 
cover  the  back  of  a  goodly-sized  trout-is  sufficient 
to  elicit  the  admiration  of  the  most  advanced 
exponent  of  the  gentle  art. 

To  him  I  gave  an  outline  of  yesterday  evening's 
topic  anent  the  salmon  fry,  and  he  informed  me 
that  salmon  come  up  the  Yore  so  far  as  Aysgarth 
Falls-that  he  himself  had  frequently  seen  them  in 
the  tall  of  the  year,  which  convincing  statement 
has  been  accepted  by  all  of  us  as  conclusive 

lo-dayis  the  Sabbath,  and  we  have  lain  aside 
our  rods  and  attended  service  at  Redmire  Church 
It  IS  a  picturesque  old  edifice,  of  Norman  date' 
lying  hidden  m  a  belt  of  trees  on  the  south  side  of 
the  village.  The  inscriptions  on  the  mural  stones 
in  the  peaceful  graveyard  testify  voluminously  to 
the  longevity  of  the  natives. 

A  propos  of  salmon  in  the  Yore,  we  had  an 
interesting  chat  with  a  parishioner  on  our  way 
back,  who  amused  us  with  the  following  incident, 
which  actually  occurred  on  the  river  two  or  three 
seasons  ago : 

A  local  veteran  was  endeavouring  to  tempt  the 
trout  with  his  fancies  on  a  favourite  pool ;  two 
ladies  sat  on  the  bank,  being  deeply  interested  in 
his  manipulation  of  the  rod. 

Suddenly  a  form,  a  vision  of  iridescent  hues,  rose 
out  of  the  water  m  sight  of  both  ladies,  who 
excitedly  proclaimed  it  a  salmon.  Nor  had  it 
escaped  the  eyes  of  the  old  man,  who  was  eager 
to  effect  its  capture.  " 

But  he  didn't  possess  a  salmon  Ucence— though 
that  wouldn  t  trouble  him  so  long  as  the  salmon 
could  be  taken  surreptitiously-and  the  ladies'. 
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presence  was  distinctly  unfortunate,  so  he  retired 
to  a  boulder  to  evolve  a  plan  of  ridding  himself  of 
their  embarrassing  proximity. 

At  last  he  rose  from  his  seat,  made  pretence  of 
anxiously  scannmg  the  cloudless  sky,  bore  down 
upon  the  enemy,  and  with  an  imperturbable  coun- 
tenance opined  that  a  storm  was  brewing. 

"  You  don't  think  there  is  thunder  in  the  air.  do 
you  ?  ".  timidly  asked  one; 

Yes.  Thunder,  lightning,  and  hail  in  less  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,"  abruptly  replied  the  crafty 
one,  emboldened  by  their  fears  and  the  apparent 
easy  cuhnination  of  his  task.  Whereupon  the 
affrighted  damsels  waited  for  no  further  pessimistic 
revelations,  but  collected  their  belongings  and  fled 
incontinently. 

When  their  forms  had  faded  in  the  distance  the 
angler  prepared  for  his  tussle  with  the  salmon, 
which  he  succeeded  in  grassing  with  a  spoon  bait, 
and  which  our  informant  said  weighed  1.3lb. 

And  so  throughout  the  remainder  of  this  day  of 
rest  we  tramp  the  vale,  ever  and  anon  holding 
pleasant  converse  with  the  dalesfolk,  until  the  long 
evening  shadows  closing  around  the  trees  warn  us 
that  the  hour  is  late  and  Redmire  some  distance 
before  us. 

The  next  day  dawns  bright  and  clear,  and  amongst 
our  correspondence  lying  on  the  breakfast  table  is 
a  letter  containing  an  angling  ticket  for  Burton 
Beck,  whereat  we  are  much  elated  since  only  a 
chosen  few  have  access  to  this  reserved  water. 

A  walk  of  two  miles  up  stream  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Yore  brings  us  to  the  mouth  of  the  gill. 
It  is  a  model  trout  stream  coursing  through 
umbrageous  dells  and  verdant  pastures,  vying 
with  each  other  in  their  assumption  of  blending 
colours.  That  beauteous  insect  the  May  Fly 
makes  its  advent  as  we  stand  lost  in  admiration  of 
this  frolicsome  brook.- 

Surely  our  visit  could  not  have  happened  at  a 
more  opportune  time  we  venture  to  think  as  the 
insects  hatch  out  in  their  thousands,  one  moment 
dancing  joyously  in  the  sunlight,  the  next  aUghting 
on  the  water  as  if  fascinated  by  its  sun-kissed 
ripples  and  fluttering  their  helpless  wings  until 
their  ephemeral  existence  is  prematurely  ended  in 
the  maw  of  an  ever-watchful  trout. 

The  best  iniitations  that  man's  hand  and  brain 
can  devise  will  bear  no  comparison  with  these 
ephemerae— so  we  think  as  we  ruefully  see  both 
trout  and  grayling  ignore  our  well-dressed  decep- 
tions, no  matter  how  invitingly  presented.  Ever 
careful  in  their  selection  of  the  luscious  dainties, 
often  upsetting  the  equilibrium  of  our  lures  while 
drawing  down  the  natural  insects  riding  alongside, 
and  befooling  us  into  a  confidence  that  each  rise 
is  in  response  to  our  efforts,  these  cautious  fish, 
while  the  rise  is  in  evidence,  show  a  discrimination 
that  surely  has  no  parallel.  It  is  most  tantalising. 
It  acts  upon  our  nerves,  and  soon  we  find  ourselves 
striking  viciously  when  there  is  no  apparent  reason 
to  strike.  Then  we  become  oblivious  of  the  influence 
of  snares,  and  as  a  consequence  our  tempers  are 
not  improved  in  gazing  at  a  three-yard  cast 
suspended  out  of  reach  on  the  limb  of  a  tree. 

Finally  we  beat  a  retreat,  and  repair  into  the 
shade  to  hold  a  consultation  and  investigate  the 
good  things  reposing  in  our  luncheon  basket. 

Gone  are  the  May  FUes  when  we  return  to  the 
side  of  the  brook.  The  carnival  is  over,  and  the 
water  assumes  ite  normal  condition. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  our  luck  changes,  for  the 
fish  have  commenced  feeding  on  the  evening  duns, 
and  ere  we  leave  we  secure  adequate  compensation 
for  the  tribulations  experienced  at  the  outset  of  our 
wanderings  beside  the  prolific  waters  of  Burton  Gill. 

Brown  Owl. 


NOTES  ON  FISH  AND  FISH 
CULTUKE. 
By  the  Late  Emil  Weeqebj 

(Translated  by  K.  B.  Marston.) 

{Concluded  from  page  423,  Vol.  XLVI.) 

Notes  from  the  Natural  History  of  Fish. 

Fresh- WATER  fish  are  cold-blooded  vertebrate 
animals,  and  as  far  as  is  at  present  Ivnown,  animals 
of  distinct  sex.  They  increase  in  the  majority 
of  cases  by  the  female,  the  spawner,  depositing 
her  eggs  in  a  suitable  place  in  the  water  ;  the 
eggs  are  then  fertilised  by  the  male,  or  milter, 
exuding  his  milt  over  the  eggs.  Compared 
with  the  immeasurably  large  quantity  of  eggs  de- 
posited by  fresh-water  fish  every  year,  the  number 
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which  hatch  out  is  extraordinarily  small;  It  has 
been  computed  that  a  salmon  in  spawn  contains 
more  than  1000  eggs  to  every  pound  of  her  weight; 
a  carp  gives  about  200,000  eggs  ;  a  tench  more  than 
100,000 ;  a  perch  more  than  80,000  ;  a  burbot,  or 
eel-pout,  more  than  100,000  ;  a  sturgeon  of  medium 
size  about  7  miUion  ;  and  eels,  according  to  Mr. 
Fred  Mather,  the  well-known  American  fish  breeder, 
more  than  9  million  eggs,  from  each  of  which  could 
come  a  fish  under  favourable  circumstances.  Care- 
ful and  widespread  observations  show  that  of  eggs 
deposited  in  open  waters  by  fish  in  a  wild  state  not 
ten  in  a  hundred  ever  hatch  out,  and  probably 
scarcely  one  in  a  thousand  of  the  fry  which  do 
hatch  out  ever  arrive  at  maturity. 

If  we  come  to  examine  the  causes  of  this  dispro- 
portion more  closely  we  soon  find  that  the  proportion 
given— namely,  that  only  one  in  a  thousand  eggs 
becomes  a  mature  fish— is  a  too  favourable  one.  In 
the  first  place  the  spawner  does  not  always  deposit  all 
fertihsable  eggs  ;  careful  observation  shows  that  if  a 
spawner  cannot  find  a  suitable  spawning  place,  she 
will  prefer  to  let  her  eggs  rot  in  her  body,  or  rather  is 
compelled  to  let  them  do  so.  Again,  all  the  eggs 
deposited  are  never  all  fertiUsed,  as  all  the  eggs  are 
not  deposited  on  one  level,  and  as  the  milter  exudes 
his  milt  in  the  water  and  leaves  it  to  the  current  to 
effect  a  junction  with  the  eggs,  it  is  only  favourably 
situated  eggs  which  are  impregnated  ;  and  of  the 
eggs  which  are  impregnated  and  in  a  state  of  deve- 
lopment millions  are  destroyed,  part  by  climatic  or 
local  conditions,  and  part  by  their  countless  enemies. 

Young  male  trout,  which  follow  the  big  females 
at  the  spawning  time,  are  specially  active  in  eating 
up  the  eggs.  In  a  general  fishery  one  can  often  find 
just  below  the  trout  spawning-beds  a  smaller  or 
larger  number  of  grayhng  and  bulllieads,  looking 
out  for  and  eating  the  trout  eggs  carried  down  by  the 
current,  and  thus  doing  great  damage. 

Eel-pout  and  gudgeon  are  great  destroyers  of  the 
eggs  of  other  fish  ;  carp  and  other  fish,  when  grub- 
bing after  larvae  of  insects,  worms,  etc.,  destroy  the 
eggs.  Water-beetles  and  their  larvae,  the  larvai  of 
the  di-agon-fly,  and,  indeed,  of  nearly  all  water 
insects,  the  fresh-water  shrimp,  the  water-shrew, 
water-rat,  aquatic  birds,  such  as  domestic  and  wild 
ducks  and  geese,  swans,  and  these  and  many  others 
destroy  immense  quantities  of  fish  eggs,  especially 
those  deposited  on  water-plants.* 

Not  less  dangerous  to  fish  eggs  are  maiiy  products 
of  the  vegetable  world,  particularly  the  fungus 
Leptomitus  clavatus,  which  rapidly  spreads  over  "the 
eggs,  and,  like  an  infectious  disease,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours  destroys  quantities.  Then,  again, 
other  small  microscopic  plants  which  only  grow  in 
places  exposed  to  light,  and  which  form  the  well- 
known  brown  slimy  coating  on  stones  under  water — 
plants  which  belong  to  the  Diatom  and  Bacillus 
families— destroy  much  fish  spawn  which  is  exposed 
to  light. 

If  we  consider  all  these  enemies  of  fish  eggs  and 
fry,  and,  above  all,  the  wholesale  destruction  caused 
by  the  poisoning  of  our  waters  by  the  refuse  from 
factories,  mines,  towns,  and  by  artificial  manures 
washed  off  the  land,  we  need  not  wonder  that  out  of 
a  thousand  eggs  perhaps  only  one  fish  is  produced. 
The  aim  of  artificial  fish  culture  is  to  make  good 
this  loss  as  far  as  possible. 

Artificial  Fish  Culture.-  ^ 
The  expression  "  artificial  fish  culture,"  now  so 
generally  used,  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  incorrect 
one,  inasmuch  as  in  the  whole  procedure  there  is 
nothing  artificial,  and  the  necessary  manipulations 
are  in  fact  extremely  simple. 

By  "  artificial  fish  culture  "  is  meant  nothing 
further  than  the  taking  of  eggs  and  milt  from  ripe 
fish,  bringing  them  into  close  contact  to  produce 
fertilisation,  and  then  protecting  the  fertilised  eo-<ys, 
and  the  fry  when  they  hatch  out,  from  their  enennes.' 

Artificial  fish  culture,  now  so  largely  practised  iii 
all  civilised  countries— in  many  of  them  at  the 
expense  of  the  State— is  a  German  invention,  and 
ah-eady  more  than  a  hundred  and  sixty  years  old. 
A  lieutenant  of  the  town  of  Lippe-Detruold,  Jacobi 
by  name,  watched  salmon  and  trout  spawning,  and 
conceived  the  happy  idea  of  imitating  this  natural 
process  artificially.  His  first  attempts  were  made 
near  Noterlem,  in  Hanover,  and  having  assured  him- 
self after  thirty  years'  experience  of  the  suitabiUty 
and  advantages  of  his  method,  he  published  in  the 
"  Hannover  Magazine,"  in  1763,  a  full  account  of  his 


*  Swans,  geese,  and  ducks  will  gorge  themselves 
on  the  ribbon-like  bands  of  perch  spawn  huno-  by  the 
fish  on  submerged  boughs,  roots,  etc.  ° 
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S.  ALLGOGK  &  CO.,  LIMITED, 

Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK.REDDITCH."  Tt:EM3ITCH-  WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

Teleghoie  :  No.  2  REDDITCH.  -KI^  JZa-B-T-B-r*  .M.  ■  ■  - 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  &c.,  in  the  World. 

22  GOLD   MEDALS  AND   HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

Awarded  the  "GllANU  PRIX,''  Paris  ExJiibition,  1900—Mfjhest  possiUe  aivard. 


SAND  EEL. 

With  baby  spinner  and  swivel. 


Trade  Mark. 


THE"WILCOCKS"  SEA  REEL. 

Brass  star  back,    optional  check, 
alurainiiira  lining,  and  flange. 


SAND  EEL.   Wi*^  swiveL 


i!  I 


SILVER  HERRING  SAND  EEL. 


SYDNEY. SPINNER. 


PATENT  STRAIGHT  PULL  SUSPENDER. 


WOOD  REEL. 

.star  back,  optional  check,  flange,  and 
rim  lined  » ith  brass. 


SPLIT  CANE  ROD. 

S':'      2  joint.  for  sea  flsUing. 


I  THE  "STANDARD  "  YACHITNG  OUTFIT. 


2-JOINT  HICKORY 
SEA  ROD. 


GROUND  SPILLERS. 

With  25,  50,  or  100  hooks. 


DEEP  SEA  LINE. 

For  Cod,  Whiting,  &c. 


ALLCOCK  S"  PATENT  SEA  LEAD.  Separated,  2  ib?. 


Complete. 


The  "  Perfect "  Sea 
Hook  to  Wire 
Gimp. 


Wire  Gimp  Traces. 


Treble-twisted  Gut 
Lines  for  Bass, 
Pollock,  &c. 


Tanned  Flax  Lines 


Sea  Rods  in  Green- 
heart,  Ash,  Hick- 
ory, and  Cane- 


Mackerel  Flies  on 
Singrle,  Double, 
and  Twisted  Gut. 


Polished  Cotton 
Sea  Lines. 


PIER  LINE. 

With  lead,  wire  suspender,  and  2  hooks. 


Twisted  Gut  Pater- 
nosters, fitted 
t  with  Straight 
,  Pull  Booms. 


WHITING  OR  POLLOCK  LINE. 

For  Harbour  Fishing. 


"HERCULES"  GUT  CASTS. 


MACKEREL  LINE. 


discovery,  which  was  afterwards  copied  broadcast. 
Jacob!  described  artificial  fertilisation,  artificial 
rearing  of  fry,  together  with  the  apparatus  necessary 
for  the  same.  The  French  scientist  Duhamel,  who, 
commissioned  by  the  Academy  of  Science  of  Paris, 
published  an  important  work  on  fishery  in  1773. 
included  a  translation  of  Jacobi's  discovery.  An 
attempt  was  indeed  made  to  deprive  the  German 
investigator  of  the  honour  of  having  discovered 
artificial  fish  culture  by  ascribing  it  to  the  Monlt 
Don  Pichon,  who  lived  in  the  fourteenth  century 
in  the  Abbey  of  Reome  ;  it  is  clear,  however,  that 
Don  Pichon's  experiments  were  confined  to  the 
hatching  out  of  eggs  fertihsed  in  a  wild  state. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Enghsh  Govern- 
ment awarded  a  Ufe  pension  to  Jacobi  in  considera- 
tion of  its  economical  importance,  his  discovery  was 
for  a  long  time  unutilised. 

The  first  artificial  fish-breeding  establishments 
were  erected  in  France  in  the  Department  Cote 
d  Or  and  the  Department  la  Haute-Marne  ;  and  the 
first  really  practical  appUcation  of  the  art  was  about 
the  year  1840,  when  Remy,  of  La  Bresse,  a  fisher- 
man, m  the  Department  of  the  Vosges,  and  Host 
Gehin  stocked  many  of  the  mountain  streams  of 
the  district  with  trout  during  a  long  series  of  years 
from  eggs  which  were  artificially  hatched,  and  thus 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  French  Government 
to  themselves  and  their  meritorious  proceedings. 

Remy  and  Gehin  were  engaged  by  the  State  to 
continue  and  enlarge  the  scope  of  their  operations, 
and  after  a  fish-breeding  establishment  had  been 
instituted  at  the  expense  of  the  State  in  the  College 
de  France,  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Coste, 
already  celebrated  in  this  sphere  of  work,  the 
French  Government,  in  the  year  1852,  decided  to 
erect  the  great  model  estabhshment  for  fish  culture 
of  Huningen,  which  is  still  in  existence,  although 
now  belonging  to  and  supported  by  the  German 
Empire.  So  far  as  is  known  the  first  to  successfully 
carry  out  the  artificial  hatching  of  salmon  eggs 
was  ftlr.  John  Shaw,  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for 
Scotland,  who  in  1837  turned  fry  thus  obtained  into 
the  River  Nith. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  great  fish-breeding  esta- 
bhshment at  Huningen  others  of  a  similar  kind  have 
been  formed  in  every  civiUsed  country  in  the 
world,  many  of  them  State  supported. 

But  the  salmonidse  are  not  the  only  fish  which  can 
be  artificially  cultivated  ;  many  other  species  of  fish 
can  be  so  dealt  with,  although  in  a  different  way.  It 
IS  well  known  that  the  Chinese  for  many  centuries 
past  every  year  place  thatch  in  their  rivers  on  which 
certain  fish  spawn,  and  that  they  collect  this  spawn 
and  sell  it  to  those  who  wish  to  stock  their  waters 
with  fish. 

_  Another  method,  for  summer  spawning  fish,  was 
invented  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago  by  Coun- 
cillor Lund,  of  Linkoping,  in  Sweden,  and  is  still 
largely  and  successfully  used,  especiaUy  where  it  is  a 
question  of  increasing  the  commoner  sorts  of  fish- 
perch,  roach,  etc.* 

The  very  simple  Lund  apparatus  consists  of  a 
large  perforated  wooden  box,  which  floats  at  anchor 
in  the  water  ;  it  is  provided  with  two  hinged  doors 
which  durmg  the  spawning  time  are  kept  closed' 
Branches  of  fir  are  placed  in  the  box  and  a  few 
pairs  of  fish  of  the  same  kind  just  ready  to  spawn  ■ 
as  soon  as  the  spawn  is  deposited  on  the  branches 
the  fish  are  allowed  to  escape  by  opening  the  doors 
or  are  taken  out  of  the  box,  and  the  fertilised  ova 
aUowed  to  hatch  out ;  the  doors  are  then  opened 
and  the  fry  hberated  in  the  open  water.  The  sole 
object  of  the  Lund  box  is  to  protect  the  eo-gs  from 
destruction  by  fish,  fowl,  storms,  and  other  enemies 
until  they  hatch  out ;  but,  of  course,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  a  fish-breeder  rearing  fry  so  obtained 
into  yearhngs  or  larger  fish  as  is  done  with  the 
salmonidse.  t  I  need  hardly  mention  that  in  the 
Lund  box  and  in  all  fish-breeding  apparatus,  altera- 
tions and  improvements  have  been  and  are  con- 
tinually being  made. 

by  R.  B.  Marston  before  a  meeting  of  London 
anglers  at  the  Society  of  Arts  Room  in  1882  ■  also 
m  a  paper  read  by  him  at  one  of  the  conferences  of 
the  International  Fisheries'  Exhibition,  London 
1883  ;  and  m  his  pnze  essay,  entitled,  "  The  Culti- 
vation of  Fresh-water  Fish  other  than  Salmonid* 
issued  m  connection  with  the  same  exhibition  ' 

t.Mr.  Frank  Gosden,  who  was  for  some  Vears 
pisciculturist  to  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington  made 
very  successful  use  of  the  Lund  box^to  oE 
millions  of  perch  fry  with  which  he  fed  his  trout  - 
xt.  is.  M. 
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Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS 

ifZif  ^""^^""^ •''^^.'^  REMASKS.-The  Thames  is 
Itself  once  again  after  the  heavy  flood,  and  it  is 
now  possible  to  get  a  fair  day's  sport  amongst 
miscellaneous  coarse  fish.  It  cannot  be  said  that 
since  the  season  opened  sport  has  been  good.  Here 
and  there  a  decent  fish  was  taken.  There  have  also 
been  occasional  bags  of  roach,  but  this  was  just  as 
the  flood  began  to  pass  away.  Since  then  the  river 
has  been  run  off  so  rapidly  that  the  stream  has 
been  too  fast,  and  this  haa  moved  the  fish  from 
their  usual  swims.  On  Sunday  I  noticed  sixteen 
large  sluice-gates  up  at  Teddington  Weir  (a  man 
was  drowned  there  later  in  the  day.  through  getting 
his  boat  too  near  the  weir),  but  on  Tuesday  thi 
gates  were  being  gradually  closed,  and  by  the 
end  of  this  week  the  stream  will  be  normal  again 
Anglers  may    however,   congratulate  themsllves 

P^".,^   «  f  *  ^n*"*  ^^"^  ^"^^  been  well  scoured 

and  the  fish  well  scoured  too ;  but  I  am  afraid  all 
or  at  least  a  great  deal,  of  this  year's  spawn  has  been 
destroyed.  For  the  present,  and  many  anglers  only 
thmk  of  the  present,  or  immediate  future  the 
prospects  are  bright.  Roach  are  particularly  fox- 
ward,  and  many  of  the  fish  which  were  taken  at 
Henley  last  week  were  m  the  pink  of  condition,  and 
really  gave  the  angler  play  which  roach  usually  do 
in  the  winter  No  doubt  they  have  been  refreshed 
and  strengthened  by  the  extra  push  of  water 
Their  appetites  appeared  to  be  much  keener  than  is 
"^""^  opening  of  the  season,  when,  as  a  rule 

we  find  the  river  rather  low,  but  certainly  bright 
Instead  of  seeking  eddies  and  lay  byes,  the  fish  are 
once  agam  out  in  the  stream,  so  that  quiet  waters 
should  be  avoided  unless  one  is  in  search  of  bream 
or  the  water  is  deep.— F.  H.  Amphlett 

  .^o^J^'  ■Wallingford).-Sport  has 

been   good    during  the   recent   high  water  I 
had   several   patrons  down   last  week.     Mr  E 
Hodgkins  took  30!b.  of  roach  and  perch  on  June  26* 
one  perch  weighing  21b.  5oz.  and  several  Ulb  all 
with  worm.     On  June   28,   Mr.  G.  E.  Cockell 
spmmng  for  jack,  took  a  fine  121b.  fish  in  the  pink 
of  conditio^  after  twenty  minutes'  good  sport.  *^On 
June  30.  while  fishmg  with  the  permission  of  the 
mill-owner  in  his  mill-tail.  I  took  a  51b  iack  and 
another  121b  fish,  which  the  mill-owner  h'as  now 
The  prospects  for  the  week-end  are  good.  The  trout 
season  here  ha^  been  a  blank  so  far.  as  the  water 
has  not  been  fit  two  days  together.-F.  HaTell 
Lock-keeper. 

— -  (Henley).--As  I  expected,  the  water  was 
withm  bounds  by  last  week-end.  and  the  bankers 
were  able  to  get  to  work,  some  good  bags  of  roach 
being  taken  both  from  the  banklnd  punt!  Plenty 

^  r^'u'  ^^""^  ^'■^  caught,  but 

chub  and  barbel  are  slow  at  present.  There  is  a 
heavy  stream  running  at  a  good  level  but  the 
regatta  traffic  will  upset  thinis  for  the'nex  few 
days  II  any  angler  has  lost  the  butt  joint  of  his 
roach-pole  between  Shiplake  and  Henley,  he  can 
have  It  by  calling  on  me.— Stanley  Mead 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— For  some 
class  of  coarse  fish  the  season  is  quite  earlv.  On 
this  free  water  for  five  miles  the  fish  are  getting 
into  summer  condition,  and  with  this  lovely  weather 
during  the  week,  with  waters  in  grand  condition, 
for  the  season  [of  the  year,  sport  has  been  favour^ 
able  Roach  up  to  61b.  baskets,  with  worms  and 
gentles  for  bait ;  these  fish  are  numerous.  Perch 
are  showing  up  well,  there  being  a  good  show  of 
them  ;  good  takes  had.  Silver  Bream  are  coming 
on  well.  The  lady  anglers  have  been  amongst  them 
One  ang  er  trying  for  eels  took  281b.  in  one  day,  with 
three  pike  up  to  31b.  Prospects  good. -John  O. 
George,  Becbe-road,  Cambridge 

Cornish  Streanis.-Fishing  is  now  practically 
confined  to  an  hour  or  two  in  the  morning  or 
evening  the  bright  hot  days  and  the  very  low  water 
bemg  all  against  sport.  A  peel  or  two  have  been 
taken  in  the  lower  polluted  waters  of  the  Camel 
but  nothmg  has  occurred  worth  mentioning  iil 
trout  fishmg.  In  the  border  river  theTamar  several 
salmon  have  been  taken  in  the  nets.— Bodmin 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).-G]orious  weather 
has  been  experienced  durmg  the  past  few  days. 
Trout  are  shy  to  catch  owing  to  the  water  being 
bright  and  fine.  Peel  have  commenced  to  run.  and 
it  the  present  weather  holds  up  there  will  be  a  good 
prospect  for  this  class  fishing.  Fishing  at  Staverton 
several  evenings  of  the  week.  Mr.  H,  Searle  has  had 
one  or  two  fair  baskets.  On  Friday,  June  26,  Mr. 
W.  boper  landed  a  fine  peel,  and  on  Mondav  he  was 
also  successful  in  securing  a  couple  of  fine  fish. 
Un  Saturday  evening  Mr.  Ackrell  creeled  half 
a  dozen  trout.  Mr.  Beckles  landed  seven  trout  on 
1  uesday,  and  just  missed  a  fine  peel.    Mr.  H.  Distin 
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?  ^'r^,*?,^  ^^.t'"""*  on  the  same  evening,  and  Mr. 
W.  J.  lolht  hooked  two  peel,  which  he  did  not 
succeed  in  landmg.  Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  M. 
Kevell  have  been  on  the  water,  and  have  had 
moderate  catches.  Several  anglers  have  secured 
fair  baskets  at  Buckfastleigh.— Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  York).— Some  good  pike 
have  been  taken  on  live  bait  below  Kirkham  Abbey 
including  one  of  101b.  and  another  of  231b  At 
time  of  writing  (June  30)  the  river  is  low  and  clear, 
and  a  good  rain  wanted  for  a  renewal  of  sport  — H 
Dove  and  Tribataries. -Sport  has  been  good 
tor  a  day  now  and  again  this  May  Fly  season.  One 
dish  of  twelve  brace  and  one  of  ten  are  reported 
from  the  Birdsgrove  length  and  from  the  next  length 
below  It.  Mr.  P.  W.  Ratcliffe  took  six  brace  from 
the  former  length  on  June  25  with  Foster's  Infallible 
May  Fly,  one  trout  scaling  2|lb.  Dr.  Bamford  and 
his  brother  also  had  fair  sport  on  this  water,  as 
also  did  Mr.  W.  Sumdell,  all  of  whom  u«ed  the 
particular  artificial  referred  to  above,  as  fish  took 
that  when  all  else  failed. — Fosteb  Bros. 

Esk  (Whitby) — Only  meagre  sport  has  been  had 
on  this  river  during  the  week,  the  water  having  run 
much  too  low  for  salmon  fishing.  The  catches  to 
hand  are:— Mr.  J.  Leng,  six  brace  of  trout,  and 
Mr.  G.  Oldham,  seven  brace.  The  prospects  for 
the  coming  week  are  poor.  Sea  angling  has  been 
fairly  brisk  ;  several  good  catches  are  recorded  of 
whiting,  dabs,  haddocks,  etc. — J.  Jackson, 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Only  a  few  salmon 
have  been  taken  during  the  past  week,  and  owing 
to  low  water  and  heat  they  are  not  sporting  well, 
and  will  not  be  in  the  best  condition  till  we  have  a 
freshet.  Some  perch,  roach,  and  eels  have  been 
taken  in  the  river  and  canal.  At  Exmouth  a  large 
number  of  bass  have  been  caught  from  boat  and 
pier,  a  Mr.  Ho  wsen  taking  one  of  101b.  A  few  trout 
have  been  had  early  morning  and  evening.— Red 
Palmer.  " 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs)  — 
The  conditions  for  angling  in  fresh  water  appear  to 
have  improved  on  the  Fen  drains.  Bream  are  about 
the  only  fish  that  may  be  called  forward,  but  owing 
to  the  swims  bemg  so  weedy  the  chances  of  gettinS 
these  out  of  the  deep  waters  is  a  little  bit  remote"' 
Roach,  which  are  considered  backward,  are  more 
easily  secured  by  the  angler.  Those  who  want  to 
catch  fish  must  hold  themselves  in  waiting  for  a 
short  time  longer. — Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester).— June  25  to  27.— Light 
southerly  and  south-east  winds,  very  hot  and  bright 
scarcely  any  fly  up,  and  very  little  spinner  in  the 
meadows  or  on  the  water.  Southerly  winds  are 
supposed  to  favour  the  angler,  but  years  of  obser- 
vation on  the  Itchen  and  other  rivers  show  that  we 
never  get  good  hatches  of  fly  when  the  wind  is 
south.  J une  28.— Wind  W.  and  N.  W.  Again  very 
hot  and  bright  Slight  hatch  of  fly,  principally 
Light  Olives  and  Pale  Watery  Duns,  going  down  at 
intervals,  but  fish  never  settled  down  to  feed.and  you 
might  wait  ten  minutes  between  rises.  The'  few  fish 
that  did  rise  were  awfully  particular  and  difficult  to 
hook  It  was  one  of  those  days  when  the  cast  that 
ought  by  all  the  laws  of  the  game  to  have  killed  fish 
very  frequently  put  them  down.  There  was  a  good 
show  of  spinners  in  the  meadows  from  about  an 
hour  before  sunset,  but  very  few  fell  on  the  water 

Fish  rose  to  spinners  from  about  8  to  9  o'clock  

Pale  Wateey  Dun. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  Lea.  Stort,  and 
Beane  are  in  good  order  for  angling,  and  as  the 
roach  and  bream  fishing  season  has  opened  on  the 
Lea  I  hope  soon  to  have  some  good  baskets  to 
record.  The  season  for  those  fish  and  carp  chub 
and  barbel  began  on  Wednesday.  While  the  sun  is 
so  powerful  early  morning  and  evening  should  be 
the  best  times  to  fish.  Both  with  bait  and  fly 
anglers  have  caught  some  good  dace  in  the  Lea,  but 
the  best  sport  with  those  fish  has  been  had  on  the 
preserved  and  subscription  waters  of  the  Beane 
which  have  also  yielded  some  trout.  Mr.  E  Steinhart 
has  creeled  trout  up  to  21b.  4oz.  and  captured  some 
fane  dace,  including  one  of  15oz.,  another  of  14oz 
and  several  of  12oz.  Bream  anglers  should  trv  the 
Cheshunt,  Waltham,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House 
waters. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
trout  and  grayling  streams  are  running  in  capital 
order  for  fishmg,  having  greatly  improved  since 
last  week,  and  are  suitable  for  fly,  worm  or  minnow 
The  fish  have  been  moving  well  early  in  the  morning 
and  late  in  the  evening,  and  a  good  few  anglera 
have  been  out,  and  have  tried  fly,  and  some  very 
nice  sized  trout  have  been  landed. — Gvvynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland) — 
Rivers  are  now  in  good  condition,  yet  trout  are 
sporting  but  indifferently.  Weather  is  blight  and 
hot.  quite  seasonable  during  the  day,  yet  nights 
are  mostly  cool.  Flies  for  the  near  future  may  be 
selected  from  the  following  :  Alder,  Coch-y-Bondhu 
Yellow  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  July  Duns,  Orange  Palmer 
Silver  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Red  Spinner,   Owls,  and 
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BURBERRYS, 


INVENTORS,  GABARDINE 

sSJeZersV  combinations. 


"Those  who  study  health  and 
comfort  should  certainly  try  these 
garments,  in  which  all  weathers 
are  equalised,  the  body  never 
over-heated,  and  chills  avoided." 
— Fishiiif/  Gazette. 


AIRYLIGHT  OUTFIT  (Complete  in  Three  Garments)  LIGHTEST  IN  THE  WORLD 

„^;^^Sr;"^ri^  proof  self-ventilating. 

"  PROOF  without  HEAT. 
WEIGHTLESS. 


"A  perfectly  charm 
ing  protective  garment 
for  the  Sportsman  with 
rod  or  gun.  .  .  .  Water 
proof  for  hours  in  con- 
tinuous downpours  of 
rain.  This  I  have  expe- 
rienced myself,  and  yet 
it  is  as  comfortable  to 
wear  as  an  ordinary 
cloth  coat."  —  Fishing 
Gazette. 


"  Enables  the 
Angler  to  carry  on 
his  sport  in  all 
weathers,  with 
every  convenience 
in  capacious 
pockets. . .  Though 
built  for  fine  wea- 
ther, one  need  fear 
DO  changes." — 
Fiihing  Gazette. 


SUP-ON. 

BURBERR7  YARN   PROOF  from  62  6. 


BURBERRY  TWO-GARMENT  SUIT, 

Pivot  Sleeve  iPatenti. 


SUP-ON. 
BURBERRY  VARN  PROOF  J. 
from  62/6. 

Its  weather-proof  properties  ai-e  incontestable;  it  withstands  continuous  drenching  rains 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  The  best  fishing  hat  I  ever 
used.  You  can  have  it  as  light 
as  you  like,  and  yet  it  will  keep 
out  any  amount  of  rain,  and  the 
peak  protects  the  eyes,  ears,  and 
back  of  neck." — Fishing  Gazette. 

Single  brim  7/8 

Double  brim,  to  hold  oasts 

and  flies   8/- 


IT  IS  IMPOSSIBLE  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  SLIP-ON. 

without  adding  heat ;  is -weightless,  and  packs  very  small  for  carrying.  .    v    j    4.     j  i- 

A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS  is  the  BURBERRY  TWO-GARMENT  Suit,  Pivot  Sleeve  (Patent),  which  gives  the  most  abundant  and  satisfying 
freedom  of  arm  in  whatever  position,  and  a  feeling  of  liberty  hitherto  unapproached. 

Patterns,  Prices,  and  Measurement  Forms  Post  Free  direct  or  from  Agents.        See  "Field"  List. 

30,  31,  H-A-YHX-A-ItKET,  X-OZVIDOSr,  or  BASIIVO^ STOKE.  


P. 


D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitaMe  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  31EDALS  AWABDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods- 
Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Gane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

MaMoch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line, 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  '-Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  ITie  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line-in  the  condition  it  is  in  now-that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  V^nect 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  Wlieu  f  att«d  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  sr.,  K.C.,  wTites  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  ]0b. 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "'I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B,  catalogues  free. 


OGDEN 


SGOTFORD 


PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

M:a>nufa>ctui*ei«s  of  Rods,  Flies,  ancl  Tacfele. 

8  Prize  Medals  and  Diplomas  Awarded. 
Highest  Award  for  Rods,  &c.,  at  the  Anglo-Danish  Exhibition,  1888. 


SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  TROUT  RODS, 

in  Built  Cane,  Mahoe,  and  Greenheart. 

THE  MULTUM-IN-PARYO  FLY  ROD,  21/-. 

2nd  Quality,  9  ft.  and  10ft.,  12/6. 

GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS, 

3  Joints,  Double-brazed,  Universal  Fittings,  Cork  Grip, 
Two  Tops,  21/- 

THE  PERFECTION  BUILT  CANE  MULTUM-IN- 
PARYO  ROD, 

9  ft.,  9  ft.  6  in.,  and  10  ft.    Light,  beautifully  finished 
and  balanced,  42/-. 

SALMON,  LOCH,  RIYER,  &  SEA  TROUT  FLIES. 

TROUT  FISHING. 


GREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt    .  .  7 /- 

GREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD.  9  ft.  6  in.  (5  joints)  .  9 /- 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  cork  grip, 

grooved  wood  ease,  in  bag  complete                            _  hjq 


TESTIMONIALS. 

c,.       r„,    ^  Hartington,  Derbyshiro,  IMay,  1903, 

.  Dear  Sirs,-The Built  Cane  Eod  you  sent  me  is  a  champion:  it  was  the  means 
of  Mr.  W.  ordering  one.— Yours  faithfully,  H,  0.  means 

a-       T  J  ,         .    ■,  ,  Viare,  Herts,  May,  1903. 

birs,— I  duly  received  the  Built  Cane  Eod.  I  never  paid  so  much  for  «  "r^^ 
before,  but  after  trying  it  I  do  not  begrudge  the  money.  * 

T  ,      ^  „  Woodhey,  March  13,  1903. 

what  l"  dSr-c'aS!  Tl.  a""  '^"^         ^^'^         "^^^^  "  - 

T>      o-       rss.         ,  Halsdon,  Honiton,  March  14,  1903. 

Dear  Sirs  —Of  the  three  Built  Cane  Rods  you  sent  me  on  approval  I  am 
keeping  the  9  ft.  6  in.  and  10  ft.  ones.    I  am  very  pleased  with  them 

_        ,  Banbury  Road,  Oxford,  March  21, 1903 

iha  mT  1*;  ^""'^  ^^'"^        y^"^  ^^°t       it's  a  credit  to  eitheE 

the  maker  or  the  owner.— Yours  faithfully,  F.  de  P. 

Seton,  June  18,  1903. 
R.  J.^Q  '      '      M^l*™-i^-Parvo  Rod,  it  is  well  worth  the  money.- 


BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

GREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  snake 
rings,  Universal  wmch  fittings,  10  ft.,  1 1  ft.,  or  12  ft.  21/- 


BEST  ENGLISH  MADE  SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD 

2  tops,_  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints' 
cork  gnp,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.  V*;  / 

If  with  Steel  Centre  .  '  /"    on  / 

•••        »•«        ...    extra  20/- 

N.B.—An  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Sags. 


CATALOGVES  FBEE, 

FREEMANS'  "KINGFISHER"  BAIT, 

THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  ROACH-PASTE  KNOWN  TO  ANGLERS. 

Perfectly  Coloured  and  Flavoured.  u..„a^^a^    ^  -r  \- 

"U"°reds  of  Testimonials. 
In  Id.  and  2d.  Packets  ;  6d.  and  Is.  Tins.   By  Post,  9d.  and  Is  3d 

FREEMANS'  RHODIAN  OIL 

FOR  FLAVOURING  BREAD  AND  OTHER  PASTES. 

In  Bottles,  3d.,  6d.,  Is.,  2s.  6d.,  5s.,  10s.    By  Post,  3d.  extra,  any  size. 

FREE3IANS>  "C03irOSITE»  GBOUKJD  BAIT. 

|.,r.  '^^^  perfection  Of  a  good  ground  bait.   In  6d.  and  Is.  tins    Bv  Post  Qd  and  ic  t,  ■ 

FREEMANS'  " RUBICERE." 

L.  ,  ^  Cake  for  Dressing  Lines  to  make  them  waterproof  and  prevent  kinVi..<r  ir,iA  oa  j  „  , 
Cakes.    By  Post,  2d.  extra.       ASK  YOUR  TACKLE  DEALER  FOR  a)^^^  OF  THE  'A BO VE 

the  Eedditch  Wholesale  Housls.   Sprciaf  terrto  Clubs  of ap^l.'^^^^^^^      '''''''  "'^ 


WINGED  OR  HACKLE  TROUT  FUES 

Fine  Gut,  J7-  per  doz. 


WADING  NETS,  with  clip,  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,   NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  and  STRONG  CASTS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CAST5,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


CATALOGUES  POST  FREE. 


Please  mention  "  Fishing  Gazette. 


BENETFINK  &  CO, 

The  Great  City  Depot  fop  all  Fishing  Requisites, 

89,  90, 107,  &  108,  CHEAP8IDE,  LONDi 


[Sole  Manufacturers:  FREEMANS  &  GREEN,  Ltd.,  Phffinix  Mills,  Farm  St,,  Birmingham. 

HENRY  WHITTY" 

15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool. 

CANE  SALMON  FLY  RODS,  2  tops,  very  best  finish,  from  25s.  to  40s  each 
Cork  on  Butt  and  Latest  Improvements.  »•  to  ws.  each. 

GREENHEART  SALMON  RODS,  2  tops,  from  25s.  to  45s.  each. 
GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS,  from  8s.  ed.  each. 
LEONARD'S  CELEBRATED  SPLIT  CANE  RODS  {mw  in  stocTc). 
SPLIT  CANE  RODS,  to  order,  from  50s.  to  70s.  each. 
HERCULES"  GUT  CASTS.  SALMON  FLIES. 


SOW  TO  CATCH  LIVE  MIWKOWS. 

T17  THE    G1L.ASS    TRAI>,  always  successful,  price  3s.  6cf. 
Large  size,  4s.  6cl.     Postage,  6rf.  extra. 

SEA  RODS  AND  TACKLE. 
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Coachman,  Minnow  fishing  now  good.  As  the 
weather  appears  to  have  settled  fine  good  sport 
may  be  looked  for,  particularly  in  the  early  morning 
and  late  evening — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterhorougli). — Although  we  have  this 
week  been  free  from  rainfall,  the  water  has  not  run 
down  as  rapidly  as  usual,  owing,  possibly,  to  the 
quantities  that  had  to  come  to  Peterborough  from 
the  Northampton  district.  The  height  of  water  to- 
day (Wednesday),  according  to  gauge  on  Town 
Bridge,  was  llift.,  only  l|ft.  lower  than  last  week. 
It  is  generally  expected,  if  present  fine  weather 
continues,  that  water  will  be  in  condition  for  angUng 
at  commencement  of  next  week. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  at 
a  nice  level,  and  in  perfect  order  for  the  fly.  For 
the  past  week,  since  the  advent  of  real  summer 
weather,  fishing  has  been  distinctly  good.  On 
June  27,  a  rod  on  the  RoUe  estate  water  basketed 
seven  trout,  weighing  5Jlb. :  several  of  these  were 
taken  at  the  evening  rise  about  8  p.m.  There  is 
visually  a  forenoon  rise  from  about  11  a.m.,  chiefly 
Gnats  and  Midges,  when  something  may  be  done 
with  the  dry  fly.  On  June  29,  at  Ottery  St.  Mary, 
six  trout  weighing  31b.  were  taken  during  this  day- 
time rise.  At  Honiton.  also,  good  sport  in  the 
forenoon  is  reported.  A  few  peel  are  up:  one  of 
lilb.  was  killed  on  fly  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
river  on  June  30. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — ^Water  in  first-class 
condition,  and  good  fish  being  taken,  all  over  the 
river  here.  A  very  nice  lot  of  tench,  up  to  41b.,  have 
been  taken.  Roach  and  bream  are  feeding  well,  and 
chub  are  coming  well  at  the  Palmer. — A.  Scaed. 

 (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  nice  condition 

for  all-round  angling  now,  and  roach  up  21b.  loz., 
rudd  up  to  lib.  14oz.,  and  bream  of  41b.  have  been 
taken.  On  July  8  we  fish  our  Huntingdon  friends 
at  St.  Ives  in  friendly  rivalry  for  the  Cromwell  Cup, 
so  generously  given  to  us  for  competition  by  Mr. 
W.  Dendy  Sadler. — Edwaed  Collinson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy 
nech). — The  very  welcome  rain  at  the  close  of  last 
week  rendered  all  these  streams  in  the  best  con- 
dition for  angling,  and  with  lovely  weather  at 
present  angling  is  now  pursued  in  tliis  neighbour 
hood  under  the  most  advantageous  surroundings, 
and  sport  is  daily  improving.  TroUing  for  pike  in 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  has  been  very  successful, 
and  some  fine  fish  taken  from  each  river,  whilst 
anglers  in  the  Tanat  and  Cain  have  been  very  busy 
with  trout,  and  of  which  both  these  streams  have 
yielded  excellent  results  since  the  favourable  change 
in  the  weather. — Vybnwy. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry). — The  recent  floods  have 
effected  a  marked  improvement  in  this  portion  of 
the  fishery.  Roach  and  bream  have  been  feeding 
freely.  Dr.  Isherwood  (Ramsgate),  Mr.  Beaumont 
(City  of  London),  Mr.  Wright  (Canterbury),  and 
several  visitors  from  London  having  enjoyed  good 
sp«rt  during  the  week.  There  is  every  prospect  of 
a  successful  angling  season. — J.  Kibby. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  has  been  fine,  rivers  in  good  order,  and  fair 
sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  Ouse,  but  roach  are 
not  yet  in  condition.  A  few  roach  and  dace  are 
reported  from  the  Adur.  Small  bream  have  been 
feeding  freely  in  Chichester  Canal,  but  nothing  over 
IJlb.  has  come  under  my  notice.  Eels  have  been 
taken  up  to  close  upon  31b,  with  live  bait.  A  few 
bass  have  been  caught  in  Chichester  harbour. — 
Geobge  F.  Salteb. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen). — Anglers  are 
having  good  sport  with  trout,  and  the  net  fishermen 
are  making  gbod  takes  of  sewia  in  the  tidal  waters. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Water  not  too  low,  but  clear, 
Bass  and  mullet  are  in  the  river,  and  good  sea 
fishing  at  Lynmouth  as  well  as  river. — Rusty  Game, 
Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  river  is 
(at  time  of  writing,  June  29)  rather  low,  but  very 
good  sport  is  being  had  with  trout  by  evening 
fishing.  Good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken 
during  the  past  few  days,  and  several  salmon  landed. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  in  capital  order 
for  fishing,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been 
landed.    The  best  time  for  fishing  is  early  morning 


or  in  the  evening.  Minnow  fishing  in  the  evening 
has  accounted  for  some  nice  trout.  Bottom  fishers 
have  been  busy,  and  some  good  lots  of  dace,  roach, 
chub,  and  eels  have  been  landed  ;  an  eel  over  21b. 
was  taken  on  Saturday  (June  27)  with  the  worm. 
On  Monday  and  Tuesday  (June  29  and  30)  evenings 
some  nice  trout  were  taken  with  the  Wickham  and 
Red  Spinner.    Prospects  for  next  week  are  good. 

Teme  (Tenhury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  The  best  time  at  present  is 
early  morning,  or  in  the  evening.  A  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out.  Trout  have  been  landed. 
The  prospects  for  sport  next  week  are  good. 

Trent  (Newark).— The  Trent  has  greatly  im- 
proved in  temperature,  and  barbel  and  chub  have 
been  on  the  gravels  during  the  past  week  in 
immense  quantities,  and  from  the  Kelham  and 
Muskham  lengths  many  of  the  former  have  fallen 
to  fly-fishermen.  In  some  of  the  recognised  swims 
barbel  have  been  seen  "  pitching  "  freely  ;  the  river 
is  now  in  grand  condition  for  a  baiting  of  worms, 
and  sport  should  be  obtained.  A  few  chub  have 
fallen  to  cad-baits,  and  on  Monday  (June  29)  Mr. 
W.  Slater  secured  thirteen  with  the  fly.  Bottom 
fishing  generally  is  not  satisfactory  for  scale  fish. 
Gentles  not  taking,  but  with  worms  many  eels  are 
being  landed. — Tbentsideb. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — We  are  still  working  on  our  stock  of 
patience,  ever  watching  for  the  long-expected  flood- 
water.  The  few  days'  rain  raised  anglers'  spirits. 
Several  anglers  journeyed  to  Hexham  waters  on 
Monday  only  to  meet  disappointment.  They  found 
the  Tyne  low  and  bright.  However,  they  struggled 
out  the  day  with  a  very  poor  result — a  few  dace 
and  eels.  Some  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
killed  on  the  North  Tyne  with  clear-water  worm 
up  stream,  and  on  the  South  Tyne,  above  Four- 
stones,  Mr.  Gill  killed  a  good  basket  with  fly 
and  worm.  The  best  fishing  report  to  hand 
for  three  days  on  the  Liddle  is  by  a  Newcastle 
angler  killing  one  hundred  and  sixty  trout  with 
worm.  The  Wansbeck  has  fished  well ;  some 
good  fish  were  basketed  by  Mr.  Hunter,  who  fished 
a  private  stretch.  Mr.  Firth  on  Monday  (June  29) 
had  a  nice  basket  of  ten  fish  from  Whittle  Dene, 
some  of  them  scaling  l|^lb.  each. — Hekby  A. 
MuBTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — Rivers 
at  present  very  low ;  a  good  flood  wanted  badly. 
The  trout  rise  pretty  fair  to  the  fly  during  the 
evening.  Mr.  Herbert  Evans  caught  a  trout  last 
week,  21b.  13oz.  This  is  the  heaviest  I  have  heard 
of  yet  this  season. — Pontsenny. 

Welland  (Crowland). — Some  pike  fishing  has 
been  indulged  in  here,  several  nice  fish  having  been 
taken  by  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  one  of  them  turning  the 
scale  at  51b.  8oz. — E.  A.  S 


contained  seventeen  nice  trout,  and  in  the  afternoon 
I  caught  fourteen  nice  fish  with  the  Miller's  Thumb 
Devon,  and  the  natural  spun  on  the  Ariel  flight.  The 
Swale  has  been  fishing  better.  Sport  has  improved. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  swollen  and  freshened  up. 
Sport  has  been  fair  on  the  lengths  at  Kilnsey, 
Appletreewick,  Bumsall,  and  Ilkley.  The  lower 
reaches  have  been  fairly  patronised  by  the  bottom 
fishermen  at  Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulleskelf. 
The  Rye,  Riccall,  Pickering  Beck,  and  Derwent 
have  also  freshensd  up.  Sport  has  greatly  improved 
on  these  streams.  The  Nidd  has  been  fishing  better 
during  the  last  few  days,  some  very  nice  baskets  have 
been  caught.  The  weather  is  a  great  deal  warmer, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  flies  are  hatching  out 
thickly.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Aberfeldy   (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel).— Mr, 

Mcintosh,  Dundee,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig  on  Satur- 
day. June  27,  got  twenty-seven  trout,  61b. — Alex 

NiCOL. 

Altnacealgaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)i 

— On  June  22,  Mr.  Williams  and  Miss  Dean,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  four  dozen  trout,  121b.;  Messrs. 
MacLaren  and  Greig,  on  same  loch,  fifty  trout, 
131b.;  Major  Moulton  Barrett,  Royal  Highlanders, 
and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty- 
six,  1 31b. ;  and  Mr.  Dean,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  fifteen, 
.lb.  On  June  23,  Major  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  seventeen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Duffon,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  fifty,  13.|lb.  ;  Mr.  Lawrie,  on  same  loch, 
twenty-seven,  71b.  ;  and  Captain  Renwick  and 
Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch  Cama,  eighty,  191b. 
On  June  24,  Mr.  Laing.  on  Loch  Boarlan,  fourteen, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Williams,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-two, 
7|lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty- 
two,  iOJlb.  ;  Major  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch  Cama, 
nineteen,  71b. ;  Captain  Renwick  and  Mrs.  Moulton 
Barrett,  twenty-three,  81b.  On  June  25,  the  best 
basket  was  by  Mr.  Duff,  on  Loch  Cama,  with 
twenty-three  trout,  10|lb.  On  June  27,  Major  and 
Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-three, 
121b.;  Captain  Renwick.  fifty-three,  15 Jib.  On 
June  29,  Mr.  Duff,  on  Cama,  three  and  a  half 
dozen,  lUlb.— B. 

Border' Esk  and  Liddle.— Mr.  William  Douglas, 
of  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  writes  me  to  the 
effect  that  the  weather  is  in  favour  of  anghng,  only 
a  flood  is  needed  to  clear  the  bottoms  of  the  two 
parent  streams.  In  Langholme  waters,  Mr.  J. 
Harkness  had  two  sea-trout  in  Cogies  pool;  and 
Mr  S.  Morrison  had  five  sea-trout  in  the  same  water. 
On' Friday  last  (June  26)  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson  creeled 
five  sea-trout  at  Skipper's  Bridge  ;  and  on  Saturday 
he  had  another;  Mr.  J.  D.  Anderson  had  a  nice 
basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Ewes,  liis  best  weighing 
lib.  ;  Mr.  G.  Little  caught  two  sea-trout,  about  1  Jib. 


Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lincs).-Probably  each,  at  Skipper's  Bridge,  and  another  of  about  lib 
the  best  sport  on  the  Witham  comes  from  the  1  weight  at  the  back  of  the    Stell.      In  the  l.ower 


comes  from  the 

neighbourhood  of  Southrey  and  Anton  Gowts. 
Many  of  the  swims  about  Dogdyke  are  weedy,  but 
some  success  has  attended  the  use  of  boats  in  the 
deep  waters  about  Boston.  One  angler  about 
Southrey  caught  fourteen  pike  the  other  day,  and 
also  had  some  good  sport  among  roach  and  eels. 
Four  eels  averaged  21b.  each.  Several  anglers 
caught  over  a  stone  of  roach,  perch  and  eels.  One 
eel  weighed  21b.  2oz.  Spinning  for  pike  has  been 
successful,  and  some  fish  up  to  4Jlb.  were  recorded. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  still  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  getting  lower  every 
day.  A  downpour  of  rain  would  improve  the  fish- 
ing, as  the  creels  gbnerally  have  been  light,  two  to 
three  and  four  brace  being  the  best  catches,  and 
that  by  fishing  early  and  late.  A  good  trout  or  two 
may  be  taken  by  dibbing  under  the  bushes  with 
the  bluebottle  fly.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland,  one  brace, 
on  Thursday,  June  25,  and  on  Friday,  June  26,  one 
brace  from  the  Darleydale  Club's  water.  A  gentle- 
man (visitor)  has  also  landed  a  brace  or  more  on 
most  days.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water  has  yielded  a  few  nice  fish, 
mostly  grayUng. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — During  the  week  all  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  have  been  freshened  up  a  little.  The  Yore  is 
in  nice  trim,  A  few  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
got  in  the  Hawes,  Askrigg.  Wensley  and  Middle- 
ham  districts.  On  June  27,  the  Yore  and  Cover 
were  slightly  coloured  by  the  rain  overnight.  Mr. 
CoUinson  had  nice  sport  in  the  morning,  his  basket 

Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  la.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Kxtra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  beini?  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  easts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  MiLLBR,  Northern  Anglers'  Depfit,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams ;"  Piscator  Leeds,' 


and  Metal  Bridge  and  Longtown  reaches  the  fishing 
is  greatly  on  the  improve.  Mr.  Walker  caught  two 
sea-trout  in  Wilkin's  Hole,  between  Lynefoot  and 
Metal  Bridge  Hotel ;  and  Mr.  J.  A.  ^Musgrove  had  a 
sea-trout  in  the  Graham  Arms  water.  Some  fair 
baskets  have  been  made  in  Canonbie  water,  Mr. 
Robert  Nelson  had  two  sea-trout,  one  21b.,  and  one 
Mr.  T.  Steel,  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  A.  Keen 
three  sea-trout,   over   l^lb.   each;  and  Mr. 


lib 

had 


Riddle  killed  five  sea-trout,  one  over  31b.  in  weight, 
the  others  l^lh.  and  lib. ;  Mr.  Walter  Riddle  had  a 
couple,  lilb.  each  ;  Mr.  Walter  Irving  creeled  four 
sea-trout,  averaging  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Todrick  had  two 
sea- trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Jos.  Brocklebank,  one,  Ulb. ; 
Mr.  Carruthers  had  four  dozen  yellow  trout  at  a 
fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk,  and  Mr. 
Howatson  and  Mr.  Bell  had  in  conjunction  six 
dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne  landed  four 
sea-trout  on  June  26.  The  rainfall  of  June  24 
had  no  effect  on  the  Esk.  The  pools  m  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Netherby  and  Longtown  waters  are 
well  stocked  with  fish.  The  run  of  salmon  and 
grilse  is  commencing,  some  splendid  specimens 
having  been  captured  in  the  stake-nets.  Fishing 
in  the  Liddle,  Miss  Brackenbridge  and  Miss  Church 
have  had  splendid  baskets  of  yeUow  trout.— Gil- 

^Tnchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— Fishing 
from  the  above  hotel  the  foUowing  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had :— On  June  22,  Messrs.  Beach  and 
Ramsden,  eighteen,  71b. ;  Mr  Hawkins  fifteen. 
61b  •  Mr  Webb,  twelve,  41b.  On  June  24,  Messrs. 
Webb  and  Andrews, '  twelve,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Hawkins, 
twenty-one,  6lb. ;  Mr.  Ruston  eight.  41b  ;  Mr 
Clav  nine,  41b.  On  June  2o,  Messrs.  Webb  and 
Andrews,  nine,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Beach  and  Ramsden, 
three  21b.,  and  one  ferox,  4lb.;  Mr.  Ruston,  twelve, 
41b  •'  Col.  Smvthe,  six,  2lb.  On  June  26,  Mr. 
Webb,  fifteen,'  91b.  ;  Mr.  Ruston,  83ven,  31b^ ; 
Messrs  Beach  and  Ramsden,  sixteen,  81b. ;  iir.  W. 
Wrbb,  six.  31b  ;  Mr.  Clay,  six.  41b.  On  June  27, 
Mr.  Ra.-nsien,  ten,  5Jlb.— W,  Wallace. 
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Invexshin    Hotel    Waters    (Sutherland).  — 

Fishing  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  on  June  20,  Mr. 
Gilroy,  Dundee,  landed  seventeen  sea-trout,  121b. 
On  June  23  tlio  same  angler  had  twelve,  Stlb.  On 
Jane  24  Mr.  Greig,  Glasgow,  landed  four,  one  of 
which  weighed  41b.  Other  baskets  have  been  made, 
but  the  foregoing  may  give  an  idea  of  the  sport. — B. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland). — During  the 
past  few  weeks  good  sport  has  been  got  by  anglers 
from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel.  Amongst  the  best 
baskets  were  the  following: — On  June  17,  Mr. 
Davis,  on  Loch  Dowla.  thirteen  trout,  101b;  and 
Mr.  Rnston,  on  Lower  Shin,  three  trout,  lilb.  On 
June  16,  Mr.  Davi?,  on  Loch  Craggie,  eighteen  trout, 
averaging  about  lib.  each.  On  June  18,  Mr.  Davis, 
on  same  loch,  got  fourteen  trout,  151b.  Captain 
Ogle,  Mr.  Tucker,  Mr.  Stallard,  and  Mr.  Bona  were 
all  successful  in  making  baskets  of  fine  trout  on 
Beannock,  Fourloch,  Craggie,  and  Shin.  On  June  19, 
the  following  sport  was  got  on  Shin  and  Fourloch  : 
— Mr.  Copeland,  ten  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Clay,  eleven, 
4ilb.  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis,  fourteen,  61b. ;  and  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  thirteen,  51b.  On  June  20,  the  best 
t  ike  was  by  Mr.  Copeland  with  eleven  trout,  51b., 
beside  a  salmo  jerox  of  6|lb.  Since  then  the 
weather  has  been  dry  and  water  low.  However, 
baskets  up  to  twenty  trout,  8|lb.,  have  been  got  on 
the  lochs  mentioned,  by  Messrs.  Tucker,  Stallard, 
Lewis,  Copeland,  Hill,  end  others,  but  full  details 
cannot  be  given. — B. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).  — June  12-20,  Mr. 
Spurling,  33  trout,  121b.  June  13-18,  Mr.  Spurling 
and  Dr.  Marriott,  118  trout,  40J  lb.  June  19  and  23, 
Mr.  Spurling  and  Mr.  Burnand,  25  trout,  91b. 
June  12-20,  Messrs.  Dodgson,  158  trout,  52|lb. 
June  23,  Mr.  Dodgson,  7  trout,  3JIb.  June  12-23, 
Col.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  105  trout,  40Jlb.  June 
12-20,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Petrie,  83  trout,  34^1b.  June 
13  and  23,  Dr.  Petrie,  33  trout,  14|lb.  June  16, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Petrie.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonas,  33 
trout,  121b.  June  12-17,  Mr.  Burnand,  59  trout, 
29 Jib.  June  22,  Messrs.  Burnand  and  Dodgson, 
and  Mr.  Spurling,  100  haddocks  and  14  whiting. 
June  15-18,  Mr.  Hislop  and  Mr.  Murray,  102  trout, 
351b.  June  13,  Mr.  Jonas,  6  trout,  3 Jib.  June 
15-18,-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonas,  39  trout,  17|lb.  June 
19,  Messrs.  Jonas,  8  trout,  4Jlb.  June  20,  Messrs. 
Jonas  and  Burnand,  58  haddocks,  401b.  June  22, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonas,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Petrie,  36 
trout.  13ilb.  June  23,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Jonas,  and 
Mr.  Frank  Jonas,  1  ferox,  71b.,  and  14  trout,  4Jlb, 
June  13-20,  Mr,  Landon,  54  trout,  19Jlb.  June 
15-23,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner,  121  trout,  40Jlb.  ; 
and  on  June  18,  2  ferox,  21b.  and  IJlb.  June  17, 
Messrs.  Hoggan  and  Macbeth,  33  trout,  91b.  June 
18-23,  Capt.  Pollock  and  Mr.  Macdiarmid,  69  trout, 
221b.  June  23,  "  MacNab's  "  henchman,  1  salmon, 
91h.,  and  1  small  grilse,  IJlb. — MacNab. 

Iioch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel,  N.B.). — 
Fishing  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  Loch  Katrine 
on  June  24,  Mr.  Joyson  caught  ten  trout,  51b.; 
Major  General  Campbell,  four  trout,  51b.  On  June 
25,  Mr.  Swan,  eight  trout,  3^1b. ;  Miss  Boulnois,  one 
trout.  Jib.  On  June  27,  Mr.  Swan,  ten  trout,  51b., 
and  one  pike.  On  June  29,  Mr.  Swan,  three  trout, 
lib.  14oz. ;  Major-General  Campbell,  eight  trout, 
3|lb. ;  Mr.  Bicknell,  one  trout.  Jib.  On  June  30, 
Mr.  Swan,  eight  trout,  31b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Dougall,  six 
trout,  21b. — Donald  Ferguson. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross). — Heavy  thunder-showers 
have  fallen  during  the  latter  half  of  the  week,  but 
■with  a  sultry  atmosphere  fish  have  not  been  inclined 
to  rise,  and  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  first  prize-winners  at  club  competitions : 
Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Pollokshields  Club,  two  trout, 
lib.  13oz. ;  Mr.  G.  Tod,  Kelty  and  Blairadam  Club, 
three  trout,  41b.  15^oz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Tod, 
21b. 4oz.;  MrW.Cairns,  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  Club, 
two  trout,  31b.  lOoz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  W.  Cairns, 
21b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Miller,  Falkirk  Club,  five  trout, 
31b.l0oz.;  Mr.  W.  Sanderson,  Saturday  Angling  Club 
(Edinburgh),four  trout,  41b.9Joz.;  heaviest  trout  Mr. 
F.  Belford,  21b.  7oz.  Private  parties:  Sir  Basil 
Montgomery,  Bart.,  Laird  of  Loch  Leven,  captured 
in  the  afternoon  six  trout,  91b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Martin, 
Edinburgh,  four  trout,  61b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Dobson, 
Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  T.  Graves,  Pennycook,  five 
trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Glasgow,  four  trout, 
61b.;  Mr.  T.  S.  Knox,  Cambus,  had  a  splendid 
trout  of  31b.  4oz.  The  directors  of  the  Loch  Leven 
Angling  Association  (Ltd.)  held  their  annual  sum- 
mer business  meeting  on  the  Castle  Island  on 
Thursday,  July  2. — Robert  Laing. 

North  of  Scotland. — On  the  Dee  good  pport  is 
being  got  on  the  King's  Water  at  Balmoral,  fix  and 
seven  fish  being  creeled  daily,  and  two  or  three  to 
each  rod.  The  Earl  of  Denbigh  had  three  on 
Monday  and  two  on  Tuesday.  He  went  south  on 
Tuesday  night.  On  the  Glenland  Waters  and 
Aboyne  reaches  sport  is  rife,  but  anglers  few  and 
far  between.  The  river  rose  on  Wednesday,  and 
warm,  moist  weather  is  now  being  experienced. 
Sea-trout,   grilse  and  salmon  are  coming  away 


plentifully.  The  Messrs.  Powrie  had  eighteen  sea- 
trout  on  Tuesday  morning  at  their  netting  station, 
which  has  not  been  the  case  for  many  a  day  with 
sea-trout.  Don. — The  river  is  rising  slowly.  Rev. 
Mr.  Cox  had  a  fine  brown  trout  of  61b.  on  Tuesday 
night  on  the  Dyce  Water.  On  Pitmedden  Mr.  W. 
Lindsay,  Jun.,  and  others  have  been  making  fine 
baskets  every  time  out. — G.  M. 

Orkney  (Smithiield  Hotel).— On  June  23,  fish- 
ing Loch  Harrey,  Messrs.  Kiddie  and  Harley  had 
twenty-seven  trout,  111b. ;  and  on  June  25,  fishing 
on  Loch  Birsey  for  two  hours,  the  same  gentlemen 
had  thirteen  trout,  81b. — John  Spence. 

Overscaigf  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.) — 
On  June  22,  Lochs  Shin,  Griam,  and  Gorm  were 
fished  by  a  number  of  anglers,  but  full  details  would 
be  too  long  for  reproduction  here.  The  following 
are  worth  noticing: — Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon, 
London,  on  Loch  Griam,  one  and  a  half  dozen  trout, 
81b.  (heaviest,  IJlb.),  and  two  salmo  jerox  of  61b. 
and  3Jlb.  Trout  baskets  ran  up  to  upwards  of  two 
dozen.  Mr.  Brown,  Shrewsbury,  got  a  ferox  of 
2Jlb.,  and  nine  trout,  5Jlb.  On  June  23,  Messrs. 
Luddington,  Ely,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  Shrewsbury, 
Messrs.  MacFavden  and  Allen,  London,  Chancellor 
Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  Carlisle,  Colonel  Dixon 
and  Miss  Dixon,  London — details  regarding  so 
many  would  take  up  too  much  space.  On  June  24, 
Rev.  Canon  Faber,  Doncaster,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
landed  two  ferox  of  l^\h.  and  2^1b.,  besides  fourteen 
trout.  Other  baskets  ranged  up  to  four  and  a  half 
dozen.  On  July  25,  the  best  was  by  Chancellor 
Prescott  and  Mr.  Prescott,  Carlisle,  with  twenty-five 
trout,  averaging  ^Ib.  each.  On  June  27,  the  last 
named,  on  Loch  Merkland,  had  four  and  a  quarter 
dozen,  1 61b.  Other  baskets  up  to  two  dozen  were  made. 
The  total  catch  for  the  week  ending  was  422  trout, 
158Jlb.  On  June  29,  about  a  dozen  anglers  were 
out,  and  baskets  ran  from  thirteen  trout,  6Jlb.,  to 
twenty-nine,  lO^lb.    The  heaviest  was  21b. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
On  June  27,  Captain  Stewart,  London,  was  out  on 
Gorm  Loch,  from  Stafford  Arms  Hotel,  and  got 
fourteen  trout,  51b.  On  June  29,  a  number  of 
anglers  were  out  and  baskets  ranged  up  to  two 
dozen  trout,  and  in  several  cases  the  average  weight 
was  close  on  21b.— B. 

Shetland. — Fishing  from  St.  Magnus  Hotel,  Hills- 
wick,  on  June  25,  Messrs.  Workman  and  Hunter,  on 
the  Mill  Loch,  fourteen  brown  trout,  31b.  On 
June  26,  on  Cunds  Water,  seven  brown  trout,  3Jlb. 
On  June  27,  on  Cunds  Water,  twenty- two  brown 
trout,  71b.,  heaviest  fish,  12oz. 

Shin  (Inveran,  IT.B.). — The  river  has  been  very 
low  and  the  weather  too  bright  for  successful 
angling.  Since  last  reported  the  following  fish  have 
been  got  by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel : — 
On  June  19  Mrs.  Burbeck  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
121b.  On  June  25  Mr.  Buxton  had  one  of  12  Jib., 
and  on  June  27  a  15-pounder.  Conditions  un- 
favourable.— B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — ^There  was  a  good  run  of 
sea-trout  on  Sunday,  and  a  few  grilse  were  also  on 
the  move  up  the  River  Annan,  The  herling  are 
scarcely  due  yet,  although  two  or  three  have  been 
caught  with  the  worm.  The  Annan  was  in  small 
flood  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  not  in  good  order 
on  the  latter  day  for  fly.  In  the  Murraythwaite 
water,  Mr.  W.  Thornburn  killed  two  sea-trout  with 
the  clear  water  worm.  Captain  McLean  had  four 
yellow  fin  herling  with  the  worm  bait,  and  several 
yellow  trout  in  the  Violetbank  stream  at  two 
outings.  Mr.  John  Halliday,  fishing  the  Mount 
Annan  water  on  Saturday  evening,  caught  one 
sea-trout  with  fly.  In  the  lower  waters  Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson  caught  one  herling  and  half-a-dozen 
yellow  trout  with  fly,  and  another  rod  had  a  brace 
of  nice  yellow  trout  on  Wednesday  (July  1)  with 
small  fly.  In  the  Castlerailk  Water,  on  Monday 
evening  (June  29),  the  keeper — A.  Dalziel — caught 
two  sea- trout,  and  on  Tuesday  (June  30),  Mr.  John 
Rae  caught  one  sea-trout  and  lost  one  with  the 
clear  water  worm.  In  the  higher  stretches  of 
the  same  river  Mr.  J.  Hardie,  Lockerbie,  had 
a  nice  catch  of  yellow  trout  with  worm.  Messrs. 
C.  Irving  and  A.  McLean  had  good  baskets. 
Mr.  W.  Banning  landed  two  sea-trout;  and  Mr. 
Murchil  had  a  basket  of  burn  trout.  Most  of  the 
sport  has  been  with  the  worm  bait.  The  Dumfries 
Nith  was  in  a  small  flood  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week,  and  a  few  anglers  had  some  small  catches  of 
trout  in  the  Cairn,  the  principal  tributary.  There  is 
a  fine  show  of  sea-trout  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river. 
In  the  Galloway  rivers  not  much  has  been  done. 
The  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  is  not  yet  getting  its  run  of 
herling,  but  they  are  expected  to  be  making  their 
appearance  shortly.    Nothing  is  doing  on  the  Dee 

OUR    SUMMER    HOLIDAY  NUMBER 
Will  be  published  on  July  18. 
All  Advertiaunenta  intended  for  inaertion  must 
arrive  NOT  later  than  Monday,  July  13. 


of  Kirkcudbrightshire.  Ayrshire  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — Some  fair  baskets  have  been  secured  on 
the  higher  waters  of  the  Ayr,  but  the  best  sport  has 
been  obtained  on  the  lochs.  An  angler  had  a 
nice  basket  of  common  trout  on  the  Girvan,  and 
a  stranger  had  some  sport  on  Loch  Doon,  off 
Dalmellington.  There  has  also  been  some  sport  in 
the  Carsphairn  waters.  There  is  a  moderate  show 
of  grilse  running  in  the  firth  this  week. — Heatheb- 

BELL. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway). — South  and 
west  winds  with  heavy  showers  have  prevailed  for 
the  past  week,  which  has  brought  on  a  little  flood. 
There  have  been  a  good  many  peal  caught  on  the 
river. — Jock  Scott. 

Baun  (Kilrea). — Showers  of  rain  have  been  fall- 
ing for  the  past  week,  but  there  was  only  enough  to 
cause  a  rise  of  six  inches  in  the  large  tributaries. 
There  were  three  inches  of  fresh  water  in  the  main 
stream,  but  this  was  not  enough  to  carry  the  shoal 
of  salmon  that  are  gathered  in  the  Caronroe  stretch 
over  the  weir.  Trout  have  been  rising  badly,  and 
salmon  have  not  taken  the  fly  so  freely  as  in  past 
seasons,  but  this  occurs  on  all  rivers  where  the 
shrimp  is  allowed  to  be  used.  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson 
caught  seven  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from  61b. 
to  211b.,  Mr.  May  four,  from  61b.  to  81b.,  and  Mr.  H. 
Coates  five,  from  5lb.  to  151b.,  on  the  Caronroe 
rbach. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  did  not  receive 
much  material  benefit  from  the  late  rain,  so  that  at 
the  time  of  writing  they  are  in  indifferent  form  for 
sport.  The  mainstay  of  the  city  anglers,  the  Wood- 
bvu-n  Dams,  are  fishing  fairly.  On  June  25,  Mr. 
P.  M.  Eldowney,  on  the  Middle  Basin,  killed  a  very 
handsome  fish  of  41b.,  and  I  have  details  of  a  great 
number  of  baskets  from  four  to  ten  fish  each.  On 
June  26,  Mr.  J.  Wright,  Mr.  J.  Wright,  jun.,  and 
myself  held  fifteen,  fourteen,  and  twelve  trout,  on 
North  Woodburn  ;  and  on  the  same  water,  on  June 
30,  the  same  rods  had  six,  nine,  and  five,  respec- 
tively.— J.  A.  B. 

County  Down  Lakes. — Last  week  advantage 
was  taken  of  the  very  low  state  of  the  Maghera- 
hamlet  Lake — one  of  the  waters  of  the  Belfast 
anglers — to  net  it  thoroughly.  The  lake  was  ex- 
haustively netted  in  sections,  and  only  a  few  pike 
were  taken,  whilst  every  shot  of  the  net  took  trout 
from  fry  to  3-pounders.  It  is  now  believed  that' 
this  fine  sheet  of  water  has  been  cleared  of  the  pike. 
In  all,  twenty-three  days  were  spent  in  netting  it, 
during  which  over  500  pike  were  killed. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — Sport 
was  capital  again  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  number 
of  salmon  landed  :  — Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  eight  salmon 
and  grilse,  from  June  24  to  30,  of  171b.,  151b., 
71b„  61b.,  61b.,  71b.,  61b.,  41b.;  Mr.  Johnston, 
five  salmon  and  grilse,  on  June  27  and  29,  of 
171b.,  151b.,  141b.,  71b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  J.  Thomson, 
nine  salmon  and  grilse  from  June  24  to  June  30, 
weighing  from  101b.  to  61b.  Mr.  F.  T.  Green  landed 
six  salmon  and  grilse  during  same  time  of  181b., 
151b.,  15Ib.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  Sir  H.  B.Robertson 
landed  fourteen  salmon  and  grilse  from  June  24 
to  June  30  of  161b.,  91b.,  51b.,  61b.,  81b.,  61b.,  141b., 
131b.,  71b.,  6Ib.,  61b.,  171b.,  81b.,  61b.  Dr.  Aiken 
landed  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  61b.  Mr.  E.  Calvert 
two  of  same  weights ;  and  Dr.  Creighton,  two 
salmon,  of  161b.  and  151b.  Mr.  A.  F.  Maude,  two 
salmon  of  101b.  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas,  five 
salmon,  from  161b.  to  71b. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Corrib  (Oughterard).  —  There  has  been 
some  nice  salmon  killed  in  this  bay,  one  salmon 
caught  on  June  29  weighed  91b.  The  Long  Harry 
is  now  coming  in.  It  is  a  deadly  bait  for  both  trout 
and  salmon.  The  wind  is  fresh  and  there  is  a  chance 
for  some  gocd  takes  during  next  week. — T.  F. 
Naughton. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Though  the  weather  conditions  have  improved  from 
an  angling  point  of  view,  sport  has  not  shown  a 
corresponding  improvement.  On  Lough  Currane 
several  anglers  have  been  out  from  the  Butler's 
Arms  and  Bay  View  Hotels,  and  the  takes  of  sea- 
trout  ran  from  one  to  six  fish  averaging  about 
IJlb.  each.  Many  of  the  fish  weighed  31b. 
and  over.  Brown  trout  have  given  nice  sport 
on  many  evenings,  but  no  fish  weighing  more 
than  21b.  were  had.  Rock-fishing  has  declined, 
and  only  very  meagre  sport  has  been  had  in  this 
department.  Salmon,  peal,  and  sea-trout  are  once 
more  coming  up  freely,  and  the  prospects  are  much 
improved  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Sport  was  rather  poor  on  this 
lake  during  the  past  week,  but  is  now  improving, 
as  rain  has  been  falling  at  intervals  in  this  locality, 
and  the  lake  is  now  in  good  fishing  order.  Mr.  G. 
Wren  caught  two  gillarooes  of  21b.  and  IJlb.  on 
June  27,  and  Mr.  J.  Morrow  caught  a  brown  trout 
of  41b.  on  natural  minnow.    On  the  29th  a  few 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming:  and  trading^  in  tlie  name 
of  Ogden.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN, 

or  AS.   OGDEMT'S  » MUll.TtJM-IN-I»iI.ItYO "   FILiY   ROD,  21/-. 

JAS.   OGDSN'S  NSmr  « INVICXA "  FILiY  (vegisteved),  6/-  pei*  doz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


KODAKS  for  the  Holidays 

For  Films  or  Plates  in  all  Sizes,  from  5/=  to  £7  7s. 

The  New  N.C.  Film  is  orthochromatic  and  DOES  NOT  CURL. 
The  New  KODOID  Plates  are  Thin,  Flat,  UNBREAKABLE. 

From  all  Dealers,  or  of  KODAK,  LTD.,  41=43,  Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  B.C. 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Branches:  96,  Bold  St.,  LIVERPOOL;  and  72-74,  Buchanan  St.,  GLASGOW. 
Retail  Branches :  59,  Brompton  Rd.,  S.W. ;  60,  Cheapside,  E.C. ;  115,  Oxford  St.,  W. ;  171-173,  Regent  St.,  W, ;  and  40,  Strand,  LONDON,  W.C, 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  reconiinended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dabbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLXSALE  VKOM 

Prics'a  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(For  SPINNING  or  TROLLING). 
Made  In  Shell  ot  Gennan  Silvei,  spin 
perfeotly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
oolooilng  tender  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Tiout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Sapplled  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
SAM.  Alloook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  LxB.  i.  Elm  Orove, 
pecUtam,  S.B.  Large  ilce,  1/6 1  smalli  1/Si 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATER PROOFERS. 

INVENTORS  OF  THE   .   .  , 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 
WADING  STOGKIHGS,  25/- 
WADINGST0GKINGSi,18/6&21/- 

See  Field,  June  80,  U  00. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


CATALOQUBA  GRAVIS. 
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AJJCH^ERS^  HOTELS,  FISHIN^O   QXJJURTERS,  &;o. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways," 
"  Tndy  an  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY, 

Situate  on  shore  of  well-stocked  Private 
Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference. 

COARSE   FISHING  OPENED  JUNE  16th. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


Nightingales  and  other  birds  now  in 
full  song. 

Another  reach  of  Good  Trout  Stream 
just  acquired,  making,  with  previous 
water,  about  three  miles  in  all.  Fly  only, 
Subscription  or  day ;  reduction  to  Eesi- 
dents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  Guineas 
per  Week.  Best  of  everything.  Good 
and  extensive  range  Stabling  and  Coach- 
houses.   All  trains  met  by  appointment, 


TARIFF   ON  APFZICATION. 


Telegrams  :  Griffiths,  rRBNSHAil  Pond.Churt. 
G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Mendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Koach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish  : 


Pike,  18  inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Kudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 


Bream,  10  inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  inch. 


Fisheries  Now  Open. 
Season  Ticket,  £1  Is.,  now  ready. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL, 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE, 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold ; 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 

WM.  EVANS. 


SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Now  Vnder  New  Management, 

The  above  Hotel  is  situated  close  to  Bassen- 
thwaite  Lake,  which  affords  excellent  Fishing 
for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  etc.,  at  a  nominal 
cost.  The  Hotel  commands  the  finest  views  in 
the  lake  district.  Terms,  6/6  per  day,  £2  2s. 
per  week.  Boats  and  permits  at  Hotel. 

George  Eobertson,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINGSBRIDGE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  lor  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8s.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  flah  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22  i  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKEKY,  Proprietor. 


HOTEL  SEYMOUR, 

TOTNES,  S.  DEVON. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Dart,  under  entirely 
New  Management.  Excellent  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing,  Boating,  Bowls, 
and  Golf.   Moderate  tariff, 

R.  PoBTMAH  Mabbhall,  Proprietor. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  grants  5  miles  of  Private 
TKOUT  FISHING  (Rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  FREE 
to  Anglers  staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  FAMILY  HOTEL 

(Dulverton  Station). 
Bracing  air,  quite  in  the  country.    Golf  Links. 

Billiards.   Hacks  and  Harness  Horses. 
Also  "REST  AND  BE  THANKFUL"  HOTEL, 
Wheddon  Crow,  1,000  feet  above  Sea. 

C.  W.  NBLDBR,  Proprietor. 


NEW   FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietor  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  IS  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel,    Easy  Access. 

  HENRY  GRUNEWALD,  Pbopeibtob. 


The  Fishing  Season  has  begrun,  and  good  baskets  are 
being  made. 

COMFORTABLE  AND  MODERN  HOTElT  BEAUTIFUL  AND  EXTENSIVE  GROUNDS, 
PURE  AIR  AND  WATER.      i,ooo  FEET  ABOVE  SEA  LEVEL 


EN  PENSION  TERMS  10/6  A  DAY. 


Post  and  Telegraph ;  "  Hotel,  Llanwddyn." 

  Only  six  hours'  train  from  London 


BOATAND  MAN  5/-  A  DAY. 

Station:  Llanfyllin 


5i  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING, 

S.  WAlLiSS, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    Best  in  Wales.    86  Salmon  were  caught 
in  this  water  and  district  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    On  G.  W.  Railway,  7^  hours  from  London. 
Terms,  Hotel  and  Fishing,  IDs.  a  day.        A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor, 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

of  Rob  Rov',''rn,?nH^°pt?  ''T.f  °'  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
and  as  ffiyinr«?f[f'?!r-^'^^''  """^  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  lieing  in  close  proximity, 
several  hni  To"H.<,  tn  l.  *  '1  ""^"ilPassed  The  Fishing  is  Free  on  Loch  Katrine,  Loch  Chon,  and 
kent    Thf  Hoti  4  \  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 

and  Loch  KS??ni  «tp!S  !  ''  ^^ith  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  Loch  Katrme  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  luversnaid,  or  by  Aberfovle 

these  roXs  durinJ^th^ff""'^''?'"'^■^^^'■'^  ^'T^  ^  ^^''^"'^  °f  '^^^'^^'^^  and  sTetmers  by 
tnese  routes  durmg  the  season.   Post  and  Telegraph  office  in  the  hotel. 

^   DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


THE  "  ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  MABT  HOTEL 

RINQWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
In  Hotel  at  B«.  per  day.  Billiards;  Posting; 
Uotor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  O.X.C., 
&o.— Address,  Pboprietor. 


TROUT  FLY  FISHING 


ON  THE 


The  Proprietor  of  the  LION  HOTEL, 
Parningham,  has  now  one  mile  of  water 
at  Eynsford, 

DAY  TICKETS,  6s. 

SEASONj  TICKET,  £3  3s* 

Railway  Stations: 
EYNSFORD  ...     20  Miles  from  London, 
FARNINGHAM  RD.      do.  do. 

CARRIAGES  TO  ORDER. 


NEW  BATH  HOTEL 

Matlock,  Bath. 
ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  RIVER  DERWENT. 

EXCELLENT  FISHING.  Golf.  Natural  Tepid 
Svrimming  Bath  in  the  Hotel.  Beautiful  Grounds. 
Best  situation.   Garage  for  Motors. 

Apply,  Manager. 


SWAN  HOTEL, 

TENBURY,  WORCESTERSHIRE, 

Proprietor  -  HY.  HARDEMAN. 
Good  Trout  and  Grayling  Pishing — 10/- 
per  weel£,  2/6  per  day,  one  mile  Free — to 
visitors  staying  in  Hotel  only.  Distance 
three  miles.  Association  Ticket,  £2, 
Plies  supplied  by  J,  S.  Page,  Water 
Bailifl,  Tenbury. 


SWAN  HOTEL,  HALBERTON, 

Nr.  TIVERTON,  DEVON. 


Splendid    Coarse    Fishing    in  the 
G.W.R.  Canal.    Pike  of  25  lbs.  are 
caught. 

Good  Accommodation.  Moderate  Charges. 

H.  Weeks,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


LAIRG,  N.B. 

SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL 

Famed  for  its  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Angling 
on  Lochs  Shin,  Fuarloch,  Beannoch  and  various 
other  waters  ;  also  Salmon  and  Grilse  on  River 
Shin.  Being  beautifully  situated  amidst  grand 
scenery  at  east  of  Loch  Shin,  it  is  much 
frequented  by  health  and  pleasure  seekers  from 
all  parts.  Postal  and  telegraphic  offices  next 
door.   'Bus  attends  all  trains. 

WM.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


Good  Free  Fishing-  in  River 
and  Loch. 


Salmon,  Sea-Trout,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch. 

BOARD-RESIDENCE,  GARTREFLE, 
LOCH  MABEN,  N.B. 

Miss  Rutherfurd  has  taken  out  Licenses 
in  Preserved  Water  for  the  benefit  of  her 
vlsitore. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

"(RBCENTLY  REBUILT  AND  ENLAKOED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  River  and  Loch  Pishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegrams. 

Mbs.  MITCHELL,  Proprietress. 


LOCH  ASSYNT.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  PISHING.— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per 
rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Pishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route— 
Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon.  Also 
Angling  on  the  Rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for 
Trout.  All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Gbant, 
Proprietor. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  Fishing  on  Lochs  Shin,  Gtrian,  Merldand, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  Gillies.   Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season,  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,125  lb.   Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 


ALTNAGEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing 
in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded  13,933 
trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season  from  April 
to  end  of  September. — Particulars  on  appli- 
cation to  John  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


HOLIDAYS  IN  SCOTLAND 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Central  Quarters, 

ESKDALE  HOTEL,  LANGHOLM. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

Anglers  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT  LOCHS, 
excellent  SEA  TROUT  PISHING  in 
estuary  of  the  famous  River  Naver,  and 
good  SEA  PISHING.  Boats  on  all 
lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL  HOTEL,  BY  THURSO,  N.B. 


CXJUAG  HOTElLi, 

LOCHINYER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE,  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o, 
Wires  :  "  Oulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHIt  MAOEEKZIE. 
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baskets  of  gillarooeg  and  brown  trout  were  also 
taken  during  the  past  week,  and  sport  is  now 
improving. — M.  Bogan  &  Sons. 
Uonrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 

The  Moume,  Strule,  Derg,  etc.,  are  still  low  and  in 
much  need  of  a  flood,  consequently  troutmg  was 
rather  poor  in  the  past  week.  Daring  the  week  Mr. 
Carter  had  several  baskets  of  trout.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Bailie,  Edinburgh,  have  arrived  at 
the  Abercoon  Hotel. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Sport  on  the  river  continues  good.  The 
Hon.  Capt.  Morton,  nine  grilse,  511b. ;  Mr.  C.  Gross, 
twenty-one,  1231b.;  Mr.  Perry  Knox,  eighteen, 
1111b.  ;  Mr.  Temble,  six,  371b. ;  Mr.  Scroop,  three, 
191b.  ;  Mr.  Garvey,  six,  391b.  ;  Mr.  Mills,  two,  lllb. ; 
Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  six,  341b.  Sea-trout  fishing  on 
the  river  is  good,  best  take  for  one  rod  in  one  day, 
twenty-two,  171b.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken 
on  the  Loughs  with  an  occasional  grilse,  spinning 
chiefly.  Mr.  Gladstone  and  friend  had  four  gnlse, 
181b.,  on  the  river. — Pat  Heabnes, 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). —Three 
weeks  of  very  dry  weather  has  run  the  water  so  low 
that  sport  has  been  very  indifferent  for  some  time 
on  the  preserves.  However,  the  much-needed  rain 
has  at  length  descended,  with  the  result  that  a  few 
of  our  English  visitors  have  bagged  a  good  naany 
fish  this  week.  Any  number  of  grilse  in  the  river. 
On  June  17,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hodding  had  two  grilse,  71b. 
and  61b. ;  Mr.  B.  J.  Whittaker,  one  grilse,  61b, 
On  June  18,  Mr.  Hodding  one  salmon,  181b. 
On  June  19,  Mr.  Whittaker,  two  grilse,  71b. 
and  4Jlb.  On  June  20,  Mr.  Whittaker  had 
one,  81b.  On  June  22,  Mr.  Hodding,  one,  61b. 
On  June  23,  two,  61b.  each ;  Mr.  Whittaker,  one, 
61b. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Danniel,  two  grilse,  71b.  and  61b. 
On  June  18.  three,  71b.,  6lb.,  31b.  On  June  21,  one.. 
6Mb.  On  June  22,  two,  6,Ub.  31b.  On  June  23, 
before  lunch,  three,  81b.,  71b.,  71b.  Sport  is  bound 
is  bound  to  be  good  during  July,  for  which  I  shall 
be  happy  to  let  my  mile  of  preserved  water,  which 
is  pickled  with  grilse  and  trout.  Capt.  Cragg  on 
June  30,  three,  101b.,  91b.,  81b.,  and  five  grilse,  7-pb., 
61b.,  61b.,  51b.,  31b.  Mr.  O.  D.  Vinter,  two  salmon, 
17flh-  91b.,  four  grilse,  and  many  other  freshly  run 
grilse,  j,^ticulars  of  which  I  have  not  yet  got. 
On  June  23.  Mr.  Hodding,  one  salmon  and  two 
peal,  141b.,  71b.,  71b.  On  June  24,  Mr.  Hodding,  one 
peal,  71b. ;  Mr.  Whittaker,  two  peal,  81b.  and  51b. 
On  June  25,  Mr.  Whittaker,  two  peal,  61b.  and  51b. ; 
Mr.  Hodding,  one  peal,  9lb.  On  June  26,  Mr. 
Whittaker,  four  peal,  81b.,  71b.,  71b.,  41b.  On 
June  30,  Mr.  Hodding,  one  peal,  5|lb.  On  June  25, 
Mr.  Vinter  one,  7ilb.  On  June  26,  two  peal,  51b. 
and  41b.  On  June  27,  six  peal,  71b.,  61b.,  51b., 
41b.,  51b.,  71b. ;  Major  Spaight,  two,  51b.  each.  On 
June  30,  Mr.  Vinter,  two  peal,  41b.,  6-|-lb. ;  Mr. 
Archdale,  two  peal,  41b.  6-J-lb.— S.  J.  Hub.i,ey. 

Shannon  (Castleconneil).— Weather  still  windy, 
but  other  conditions  favourable.  On  Doonass,  Mr. 
H.  Hodges  killed  five  peal,  541b.,  4ilb.,  2Jlb.,  3Jlb., 
2^]h.  ;  the  fishermen,  one  peal,  41b.  On  Prospect, 
Mr.  W.  B.  Tylden-Pattenson  killed  thirteen  peal, 
61b.,  511b.,  5Jlb.,  541b.,  41b.,  4|lb.,  41b.,  4ilb.,  31b., 
241b.,  51b.,  3|lb.,  41b.,  and  five  other  peal,  weights 
not  reported  to  us.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Milner  killed  (four  peal,  61b.,  5lb.,  61b.,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Astley  Creswick,  thirteen  peal,  3ilb.,  81b.,  61b.,  61b., 
441b.,  51b.,  31b.,  Ulh.,  61b.,  61b.,  4i-lb.,  51b.,  71b.; 
on  this  fishery  also  the  fishermen  killed  with 
prawns  seventeen  peal,  5ilb.,  41b.,  4|lb.,  41b., 
641b.,  61b.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b."  3ilb.,  S^lb.,  51b.,  51b., 
5|lb.,  61b.,  4ilb.,  4Jlb.  On  Hermitage  Lord  Massy 
killed  two  salmon,  61b.,  S^lb.,  and  six  peal,  6J-lb., 


21b.,  6Jlb.,  3ilb.,  4ilb.,  5Jlb.  On  Woodlands  Mr. 
G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  three  peal,  241b.,  41b., 
51b.  On  the  Summerhill  fishery  Mrs.  Ingham 
killed  one  salmon.  On  the  Worldsend  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham  killed  two  peal,  51b.,  5^1b. ;  Mr.  J-  L.  Ing- 
ham one  peal,  41b,  On  Landscape  Mi  .  C.  J.  A.  Nid 
killed  nine  peal,  2Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  3|lb.,  2Jlb.,  3ilb.,  41b., 
51-lb.,  5ilb.,  41b. — John  Enright  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux. — June  27. — For  this  week  there  is  not 
much  to  say.  I  have  not  been  fishing  myself,  and 
have  only  heard  that  the  colonel,  wandering  in 
search  of  a  lost  landing-net,  successfully  recovered, 
came  upon  some  nice  trout  in  very  bright  water, 
bein<^  broken  by  one  of  unusual  size  after  a 
momentary  interview.  This  may  have  been  one  of 
the  big  lake  trout  reported  to  be  occasionally  met 
with  in  the  Stockalper  in  June.  Owing  to  the 
advancing  warm  weather,  fishing  interest  is  being 
transferred  to  Sie'rre,  Vallorbes,  and  other  places 
where  cool  trout  streams  are  to  be  found,  and  there 
is  the  announcement  of  a  challenge  cup  match  to 
come  off  in  the  Jura  country  on  the  river  Doubs 
during  two  days  in  August  for  the  Swiss  Trout 
Fishing  Championship,  the  challenge  being  offered 
by  an  International  Angling  Club  at  St.  Ursanne, 
Bern. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Powey  (Cornwall).— Boat  angling  is  now  in  full 
swing.  We  went  off  for  a  few  hours  the  other  day 
and  took  twenty-five  mackerel,  one  ling,  six  gur- 
nard, four  bream,  etc. — H. 

Plymouth.— I  saw  some  boats  come  in  this  morn- 
ing with  some  nice  catches  of  mackerel,  which  were 
taken  on  the  spinner  by  whiffing.  The  fish,  as  a 
rule,  were  small.  The  boats  that  had  been  out  for 
whiting  did  very  well,  the  fish  were  very  large  and 
the  boats'  catches  varied  from  six  to  nineteen  dozen. 
This  is  very  good  for  four  lines.  Pollack  have  not 
been  so  plentiful  during  the  week,  but  there  have 
been  plenty  of  school  bass  taken  in  the  Hamoaze, 
and  some  very  large  ones  at  the  Breakwater  casting 
with  a  rod. — W.  Hbabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — Fish  are  now  very  abundant  m 
the  Bay — silver  whiting,  gurnard,  and  flat  fish — and 
both  boat  and  pier  anglers  are  having  good  sport.— 

Weymouth.— During  the  past  week  angling  has 
greatly  improved,  the  recent  spring  tides  having 
brought  into  the  Bay,  Little  Sea,  and  Harbour  large 
quantities  of  bass,  many  good  catches  havmg  been 
made.  On  June  29  a  lO-pounder  was  landed  at 
Passage  Bridge.  Pollack  and  mackerel  are  also 
affording  good  sport. — J.  D. 


Jlssociafions,  etc, 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  General  Committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
next,  July  6,  at  8.30  p.m.  I  much  regret  to  an- 
nounce that  owing  to  the  action  taken  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  at  their  last  meeting,  held  on  Tuesday  last, 
I  was  impelled  to  sever  my  connection  with  that 
body,  my  reasons  for  so  doing  will  be  stated  to 
our  Committee  and  Delegates  at  their  respective 
meetings. — R.  G.  Woodetjef. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

Three  cases  were  brought  before  the  committee 
on  Friday  last  and  £17  awarded.    I  beg  to  acknow- 


ledge with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £2  133.  Bostonian 
A.S.,  £1  13s.  6d.  Borough  of  Bethnal  Green,  and 
lOs.  6d.  annual  donation  School  Board  A.S.  Par- 
ticulars as  to  general  meeting  will  be  found  in 
another  column.— W.  H.  Barber.  9,  Hetley-road, 
Shepherd's  Bush. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
With  Mr.  Newton  in  the  chair  the  members  on 
Wednesday  evening  (July  1)  resumed  consideration 
of  tackle,  the  "Sea  Rod"  being  the  subject  for  the 
evening,  succinctly  opened  by  Mr.  T.  Roberts, 
who  exhibited  his  favourite  rods  including  the  one 
he  used  at  the  competition  in  November,  when  he 
took  first  prize.    He  was  ably  supported  by  Messrs. 
Patterson,  Kemp,   Parker,    Hyde,  Tucker,  Clay, 
Bates,  Minchin,  and  Kemp,  most  of  whom  brought 
rods  of  varied  material  and  make  to  illustrate 
their  ideas.     When  the    discussion  was  closed 
by  the  chairman,  the  subject  had  undergone  so 
thorough  a  handling  that  members  went  away  with 
full  knowledge  of  a  subject  of  great  interest  and 
importance.    Reports  were  read  from  agents  at  ten 
of  the  Society's  stations.    Mr.  Boyton  has  been 
taking  some  flat  fish  at  Worthing.     Very  few 
members  had  been  out.    Dr.  Ladell  handed  the 
dried    skin    of  a  wrass  from    the  Pacific,  and 
the  head  of  a  fine  specimen  of  the  pseudo  scarius, 
which,  had  it  not  been  the  head  of  a  fish,  would 
certainly  have  been  that  of  a  calf.     This,  he 
promised,  should  later  on  appear  upon  the  wall  of 
the  society's  rooms,  for  which  he  was  thanked. 
The  subject  for  next  Wednesday  was  announced  as 
"Sea  Reels  and  Lines." — Hon.  Reporter. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society, 
The  third  "social  supper"  of  the  society  took 
place  at  the  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant,  Cheapside, 
on  Tuesday,  June  30,  Mr.  Robert  Snare  presiding, 
the  vice-chairs  respectively  being  occupied  by  Mr. 
W.  J.  Clark  and  Mr.  T.  Gilbert.    There  was  a  very 
good  attendance  ;  needless  to  say  the  repast,  abun- 
dant, well  chosen,  and  appropriate  to  the  season, 
enhanced,  if  it  were  possible,  the  high  reputation  of 
the  Queen  Anne  establishment,  being  so  well  served 
indeed  that  Mr.  Taylor,  who  superintended,  received 
a  special  vote  of  thanks  for  the  catering  and  arrange- 
ments generally.     The  proceedings,  musical  and 
otherwise,  after  the  repast,  were  of  a  very  enjoyable 
character,  Messrs.  Biddies,  Bridges,  Gilbert,  Kipling, 
Taylor,  and  Wilson  giving  many  beautiful  songs 
and  choice  bits  of  merriment,  Mr.  Bridges  excelling 
in  the  latter  element.    The  list  of  toasts  was  not  a 
heavy  one,  that  of  the  society  (C.  L.  P.  S.)  having 
a  specially  hearty  reception.    At  the  close  the 
chairman's  health  was  drank  with  all  the  honours, 
and  the  very  successful  and  pleasant  evening  con^ 
eluded  with  the  National  Anthem. 

GBE8HAM  AnOLINQ  SoOIETT* 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was 
held  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff. 
Two  new  members  proposed.  Mr.  Mark  Davies, 
who  was  absent  on  the  23rd,  referred  in  very  feel- 
ing terms  to  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Taylor.  Mr. 
J.  B.  Close  represented  the  Society  at  the  funeral 
on  Wednesday,  June  24.  Coarse  fishing  opened  on 
the  Kelvedon  waters  on  June  1,  and  just  now  the 
fishing  should  be  first  rate  as  the  river  has  had  such 
[  a  wash  out  that  it  has  not  experienced  for  several 
years.  Mr.  Rogers  will  point  out  the  swims, 
'  which  have  been  been  cleared,  to  members.  Fish- 
ing reports  were  rather  scanty,  but  Mr.  Emery  had 
some  excellent  sport  on  private  water,  securing 
!  several  brace  of  good  rainbows.  Messrs.  GUI  and 
Connellan  at  Hertford  took  some  dace  and  chub. 


SEA  TACKLE!!! 

The  "  INVINCIBLE"  SEA  ROD.  Best  split  cane  with  all  improvements  £1  17s.  6d. 
The  "MATCHLESS"  SEA  ROD.   Cane  and  Whalebone  Tip  £1   3s.  6d. 

GREENHEART  SEA   RODS.    2  Tops   ..    £1    Is.  Od. 

BEST  HICKORY  SEA  RODS.  Snake  Rings  and  Pulley    ..  10/6  and  13/6 

REELS,  LINES,   BAITS,   ETC.,   IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 


J.BERNARD  &  SON, 


45,     JERMYN  STREET, 
ST.    JAMES'S,  S.W. 

[One  Door  from  Duke  Street) 
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Several  members  have  watched  the  Chess  but 
Bport  has  ruled  poor,  though  both  the  water  and 
weather  have  been  all  right.  A  very  pleasant  half- 
hour  was  spent  whilst  several  members  recounted 
some  of  their  earlier  angling  reminiscences  — F  E 
Eldeed,  Hon.  Sec.  '  * 

HiGHBUEY  Angling  society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  was  in  the  chair  on  July  1.  Our 
Reedham  takes  place  on  July"  1 2,  and  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  receive  the  names  of  gentlemen 
mtendmg  to  be  present.  As  the  water  is  still  very 
high  at  Thatcham,  so  much  so  that  it  is  running 
over  the  banks  in  places,  and  almost  unfishable  I 
advise  members  to  try  our  Barford  fishery.  During 
the  week  the  following  members  have  taken  fish  • 
Messrs  G.  Westrup  and  G.  Rayner  a  great  number 
ot  rudd,  largest  by  Mr  Westrup  lib.  12oz.  Mr  W 
«n  •  1.^°°^  ^  ^^^"^  lib.,  largest  lib.  3oz.  *Mr' 

Whitbread,  tench,  best  fish  lib.  15oz..  Mr.  Potter 
roach  up  to  lib.  3oz.  Mr.  Parsons,  161b.  of  roach 
up  to  lib.  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr 
Clements,  roach. — Sec.  pro  tern. 

PiscATOEiAL  Society, 
Mr.  Robert  Bradford  was  chaiiman  of  Monday's 
meetmg.    Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  who  was  warmly  con- 
gratulated upon  his  safe  return  to  England,  reported 
good  sport  with  trout  on  the  society's  and  private 
water.    His  best  fish  weighed  21b.  12oz.  and  21b 
respectively,    Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  had  grand  sport 
with  the  roach  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pangbourne, 
landing  between  sixty  and  seventy  fish  at  a  sitting! 
There  was  not  a  pound  fish,  however,  in  the  whole 
catch.    Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  took  several  trout  in  the 
Lambourne  with   the  Governor.     He  mentioned 
that  the  Kennet  was  still  over  the  banks,  and  fish- 
ing impracticable.    Mr.  de  Courcy  stated  that  he 
had  seen  a  number  of  May  Flies  at  Uxbridge,  prin- 
cipally males.    These  are  supposed  to  be  from  the 
hatch  of  some  of  the  100,000  eggs  placed  in  the 
river  two  years  ago.    The  half-yearly  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Monday,   July   20,   at  the  Holbom 
Restaurant,  and  the  annual  summer  dinner  in  a 
marquee  at   Newbury    the   Saturday  following 
Members  will  be  notified  by  letter  of  the  arrange- 
ments in  connection  with  both  these  events.  A 
new  keeper  has  been  appointed  to  the  Uxbridge 
water. — Hon.  Sec. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
^offings       t^e  ^ag. 

The  Summeb  Holiday  Numbeb  of  the  Fishinfj 
Gazette  will  be  published  on  July  18.  It  will  be  pro- 
fusely illustrated,  and  the  price  remain  the  same— 
■  "'u Advertisements  intended  for  insertion 
in  this  double  number  must  arrive  not  later  than 
July  13 

The  late  Mr.  James  Tayler.  well  known  in  the 
anglmg  world  as  "Red  Palmer,"  was  a  native  of 
Hampshire,  and  spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  in 
that  county     He  became  at  an  early  age  an  ardent 
disciple  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  continued  to  be  so 
up  to  the  time  of  his  decease.    Fly  fishing  was  the 
particular  branch  of  the  sport  nearest  his  heart 
and  he  soon  became  one  of  its  most  graceful  ex- 
ponents.   He  had  the  entred  to  several  of  the  best 
trout  streams  in  the  south  of  England,  and  had 
fashed,  by  the   courtesy  of  the  proprietor,  on 
one  particular  stream  for  nearly  half  a  century 
Quite  recently,  in  fact,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  trouting  season,  he  visited  the  Gresham,  of 
which    society    he  was    an    honorary  member 
and  said  that  he  had  that  day  been  looking 
out  his  tackle  and  flies  with  a  view  to  payin<^  the 
Chess  a  visit,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to"  the 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  weather,  this  visit  was 
never  paid,   Mr.  Tayler  was  a  very  graceful  wielder 
of  the  fly  rod,  and  gained  the  first  place  in  the 
tournament  at  Orleans  House,  Twickenham,  for 
the  accuracy  and  delicacy  of  his  castmg.    He  was 
one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  promoters  of  the 
highly  successful  tournaments  held  at  Wimbledon, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  all  movements  which 
had  for  their  object  the  promotion  of  fly-fishing. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETy. 

Geneeal  Meeting. 

It  having  been  intimated  to  the  committee  that 
many  members  feel  there  ought  to  be  a  general  meet- 
ing, they  have  decided  to  go  to  the  expense  of  hiring 
a  room  for  this  purpose,  and  a  general  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Monday,  July  27,  at  8.30  p.m.,  at  the 
Tolmers- square  Institute,  141,  Drummond-street, 
close  to  Gower-street  Station.  Mr.  R.  B.  Marstori 
(Fishing  G'a2e«e)  has  been  invited  to  preside.  The 
hall  will  hold  about  six  hundred,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  as  many  as  possible  will  attend.  Admission 
will  be  by  membership  card  only  ;  last  year's  will  be 
available  as  well  as  this.  Anyone  having  business 
to  bring  forward  must  give  seven  clear  days'  notice 
of  same  to  the  Secretary,  whose  address  is  9, 
Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 


Being  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind,  he  sought  to 
elevate  the  art  of  angling  by  the  reading  of  papers 
relatmg  to  his  favourite  sport,  and  was  instrumental 
in  forming  a  society  for  the  promotion  of  reading 
papers  amongst  angling  clubs.     He  was  the  author 
fv""^        "^^y  Fishing,"  and  "The  Conduct 
ot  Pubhc  Meetings."    Amongst  those  who  received 
the  benefits  of  this  nature  was  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society,  of  which  for  many  years  he  was  its  esteemed 
secretary.     But  though  a  fly  fisherman,  yet  the 
humbler  branches  of  the  art  received  his  attention  and 
support ;  in  fact,  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  do  his 
utmost  to  advance  "the  gentle  art,"  which  was  so  dear 
to  him.  He  was  president  of  the  Junior  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  for  several  years;  represented  the  Gresham 
at  one  of  the  Loch  Leven  competitions ;  and  an  office 
bearer  in  the  National  Angling  Clubs'  Association. 
During  the  last  two  years  his  strength  has  gradually 
failed  him — his  age  was  seventy-seven — but  yet  such 
was  his  love  of  the  river  that  only  last  autumn  he 
managed  to  be  present  at  a  fly  casting  tournament 
of  the  Gresham  at  Chesham.    His  loss  is  deeply  felt 
and  deplored  by  all  good  and  true  anglers,  and  by 
none  more  than  by  the  members  of  the  society  of 
which  at  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  both 
an  honoured  as  well  as  an  honorary  member.  He 
was  buried  at  Finchley  Cemetery  on  Wednesday 
June  24.  ^' 
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came  up.    For  twenty-six  hours  the  water  remained 
feet  above  the  top  of  the  fence.    Then  the  river 
receded,  and  the  man  went  down  and  examined  his 
«°u  u  so  he  has  the  assurance  to  say, 

fno  oo^   "^'".^  ^""^^^  ^^""b  except  three,  or 

in  all.  There  were  pickerel,  bass.  pike, 
suckers,  and  many  other  varieties.  They  averaged 
101b  each  m  weight,  giving  him  the  astonishmg 
total  of  1,023,9801b.  of  fresH  fish.  He  discharged 
the  hired  man  because  he  had  not  properly  baited 
the  three  barbs  which  failed  to  catch  any  fish  "  (I 
have  no  sympathy  with  that  "hired"  man.  Had 
he  angled  fairly  he  would  never  have  lost  a  fish. 
Ihe  whole  afifair  appears  to  me  "barbarous."] 


AccoEDiNG  to  the  Harrogate  Police,  the  6-H  P 
Voiturette,  made  by  Messrs.  A.  W.  Gamage,  of 
Holborn,  has  beaten  the  world's  record.  The  police 
timed  Mr.  C.  F.  Loder,  a  well-known  West  Hartle- 
pool motorist,  as  doing  a  quarter  of  a  mUe  m  fifteen 
seconds,  which  equals  sixty  miles  per  hour,  on  this 
marvellous  little  car. 


The  well-known  journalist,  "Midas,"  whose 
gossipy  notes,  "Round  the  House,"  are  so  con- 
spicuous a  feature  of  each  Saturday's  issue  of  the 
Financial  News,  has  the  following  in  his  last 
number  :  " I  have  heard  some  fishy  fish  stories  in  my 
time,  but  one  told  me  by  an  American  friend,  just 
returned  from  Alaska,  takes  the  cake  and  the  big 
loaf  and  the  little  loaf  and  the  baker's  shop  round 
the  corner.  According  to  my  friend,  he  frequently 
catches  at  a  place  called  Kinisloo,  between  Juneau 
and  bitka,  halibut  weighing  2501b  '  " 


WALKING  COMPETITION. 

Messrs.  Haedy's  London  and  North  Beitish 
WoEKs'  Employes  to  Tackle  a  Race. 
The  employes  of  the  above  famous  works  have 
decided  to  leave  casting  alone  for  one  day — Satur- 
day, July  25 — and  tackle  a  journey  of  about  twenty 
miles  on  foot.  The  route  will  be  a  circular  one  to 
start  and  finish  at  Alnwick,  and  will  be  by  way  of 
Shilbottle,  Bilton,  over  the  Duchess  Bridge,  Aln- 
mouth,  Lesbury,  Long  Houghton,  Denwick,  and 
home  to  Alnwick,  The  scenery  en  route  is  among 
the  finest  in  the  land.  Already  forty-three  entries 
have  been  received,  and  it  is  confidently  expected 
that  they  will  total  fifty  before  the  entries  close. 
The  entrance  fee  is  fixed  at  Is.  The  competitors 
are  drawn  from  many  counties,  ranging  from 
Aberdeenshire  to  Devonshire,  so  the  race  has  the 
interest  of  an  international  contest.  Messrs.  Hardy, 
who  are  ever  ready  to  promote  and  encourage  the 
pastimes  of  their  workers,  are  giving  a  gold  medal 
valued  at  three  guineas  as  first  prize.  Several  other 
prizes  will  be  given,  and  in  addition  to  the  scratch 
race  a  sealed  handicap  will  be  arranged. — N.  L.  S. 

The  July  part  of  "  McCall's  Racing  Chronicle  "  is 
to  hand.  It  is  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  all  matters 
concerning  the  first  half  of  the  past  turf  season. 
Copies  can  be  had  direct  from  the  head  office, 
7,  Hunter-street,  Liverpool ;  also  from  all  the 
principal  newsagents  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


Fishing. 

Gladys  Young  was  fond  of  fishing. 
So  she  fished  from  morn  till  night  • 

But,  to  tell  the  truth  about  it, 
Gladys  never  had  a  bite. 

Hat  awry  and  cheeks  like  roses, 

Empty  basket  on  her  arm. 
Told  the  giggling  lads  and  lassies 

No  wee  fishes  came  to  harm, 

"Where's  your  fish?"  they  cried  in  chorus, 
"Lovely  day!"  and  "Stream  so  still!" 

Gladys  blushed  ;  "  I  caught  but  one  fish. 
And  he's  climbing  up  the  hill." 

I — New  York  Herald. 


^  This  may  or  may  not  be  a  chestnut,  but  I  fancy 
I've  heard  it  before.  There  is  no  date  to  it,  and 
there  is  no  necessity  to  mention  that  it  hails  from 
America.  Farm  and  Horne  is  responsible  for  it,  so 
here  goes  : — "  It  is  our  sad  duty  to  announce  the 
appearance  of  one  of  the  most  colossal  lies  of  recent 
years.  The  story  which  the  man  tells  is  this :  He 
has  a  farm  on  the  Missouri  River  bottom,  near  Elk 
Valley.  A  week  ago  the  river  began  to  rise,  and  he 
saw  that  his  land  would  all  be  submerged.  He 
transferred  his  family  and  also  his  stock  and  movable 
property  to  higher  ground.  There  was  on  his  farm, 
so  he  says,  exactly  two  miles  of  barbed-wire  fence. 
It  was  five- wire  fence,  and  there  were  32  barbs  to 
the  rod,  or  a  grand  total  of  102,400  barbs.  Yet  this 
industrious  liar  and  the  hired  man  baited  every  one 
of  these  barbs  with  a  small  bit  of  meat.  They 
finished  and  escaped  to  the  bluffs  just  as  the  water 


Now,  my  dear  "  Midas,"  your  "  Notes  "  are  always 
read  with  avidity,  and  "  noted  "  for  their  veracity, 
i  nave  heard  that  anglers  occasionally  exaggerate  • 
but  "according  to  your  friend"  you  may  take  his 
statement  as  perfectly  correct.  In  our  northern 
seas  halibut  weighing  near  5001b.  are  said  to  have 
been  obtained ;  and  examples  of  large  size  have 
occasionally  occurred  nearer  home.  In  April  1828 
a  halibut  7ft.  6in.  in  length,  3ft.  6in.  in  breadth' 
weighing  3201b.,  was  taken  off  the  Isle  of  Man.  and 
sent  to  the  Edinburgh  market. 

♦  ♦  •  •  • 

The  halibut  (Hippoglossus  vulgaris)  is  one  of  the 
largest  species  of  Pleuronectidce,  and  is  well-known 
on  the  coasts  of  Norway,  Iceland,  and  Greenland. 
It  IS  usually  caught  with  long  lines.  On  Wednesday 
evenmg  Mr.  Theodore  Roberts  opened  a  discussion 
on  "Sea  Rods  "  at  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society's 
meetmg,  but  I  looked  in  vain  amongst  the  forest  of 
rods  exhibited  for  one  which  would  hold  even  a 
250-pounder.  I  may  say  that  I  have  never  taken 
a  halibut  "by  hook  or  by  crook,"  but  I  think  I 
shall  have  a  try. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs,  will  be  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  on  Monday  evening 
J  uly  6.  •'6 

The  first  competition  of  the  season  under  the 
auspices  of  the  South  London  Anglers  United 
Visiting  List  will  be  held  at  Yalding  (East  Peck- 
ham  to  Wateringbury)  on  July  12. 


Twenty-five  members  of  the  Eye  Angling  Clnb 
on  June  30  competed  for  numerous  prizes  at  Hoxne 
Bridge.  Some  good  roach  and  perch  were  captured, 
the  three  highest  winners  being  Messrs.  A.  Beckett 
C.  Forbell,  and  P.  Read.  The  president  (Rev.  A.  j! 
Spencer)  offers  some  prizes  to  be  fished  for  during 
the  year.  ° 

The  Serapis  Anglers  will,  on  July  18"and  19,  hold 
their  annual  dirmer  and  outing  at  Bures,  The 
headquarters  will  be  the  Eight  Bells. 


An  old  Weymothian  teUs  me  that  sport  is  just 
now  very  good  at  Weymouth  with  bass,  pollack, 
eels,  and  mackerel.  A  lady  angler,  ledgering  from 
the  Backwater  Dam,  landed  a  lobster  of  over  21b. 


Fishing  in  the  Kennet,  Newbury,  on  June  26, 
Mr.  Jas.  Pyke  landed  three  trout,  weighing  91b.  2oz. 

Benedict:  "It  was  a  mighty  good  thing  for 
Jonah  that  he  didn't  live  in  the  nineteenth  century." 
Bachelor:  "Why?"  Benedict:  "Because  no 
modern  wife  would  have  accepted  that  whale  story 
as  an  excuse  for  staying  away  from  home  three  days 
and  nights." 

A  COOK  naturally  looks  smart  when  she's  dressed 
a  good  eel.  Dbagnet. 
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^Fovineial  Angling  Ilotes 

i    must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  still 
•ontinues  to  do  good  work.  They  have  recently 
D6iid  out  their  death  claims,  and  are  now  in  a  better 
inancial  position  than  ever.  The  Society  have 
ilmost  completed  their  arrangements  for  their 
annual  excursion  and  contest,  which  appears  to  be 
more  popular  than  ever.  A  large  number  of  prizes 
have  been  given  by  the  clubs,  and  the  sum  of  £5 
will  be  spent  in  the  purchasing  of  the  first  and 
second  prize  independent  of  other  prizes  that 
will  go  with  the  chief  prize  winners.  The  hand- 
some sUver  challenge  cup  will  go  to  the  club  to 
which  the  first  prize  winner  belongs  to,  and  also  the 
society's  medal.  The  outing  takes  place  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  July  11,  next.  The  contest 
will  be  fished,  under  the  association  rules,  in  the 
canal  at  Penkridge  by  the  kind  permission  of  Lord 
Hatherton.  The  first  train  will  leave  New-street 
at  1.45,  Vauxhall  at  1.50,  Aston  at  1.55,  and  the 
second  train  twenty  minutes  later  from  the  three 
stations  mentioned.  The  return  train  will  leave 
Penkridge  at  9.35  and  9.45  a.m.  Fare  for 
the  double  journey,  two  shillings.  Entrance 
fee  to  the  contest,  6d.  each.  Tickets  now  on  sale  at 
the  club  houses  and  tackle  shops.  It  is  expected 
that  about  1 200  will  take  part  in  the  contest.  The 
whole  of  the  railway  discount  on  the  sale  of  tickets, 
and  the  whole  of  the  contest  ticket  money,  will  go 
to  the  funds  of  the  society.  We  are  having  grand 
weather  just  now,  and  our  members  are  going  out  in 
largenumbers.  The  Severn  has  been  well  patronised, 
but  sport  has  not  been  satisfactory  owing  to  the  low 
and  fine  state  of  the  water.  A  contest  was  fished  on 
June  28  by  the  Railway  Tavern  Society,  when  over 
sixty  members  competed  under  the  association  limit 
at  Highley,  and,  after  three  hours'  fishing,  Mr.  T. 
Lilley  was  declared  the  winner. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  waters,  while  remaining  in  good  condition, 
are  getting  a  trifle  on  the  clear  side.  On  the  Witham 
bream  have  afforded  a  fair  amount  of  sport.  Tench 
have  fed  rather  well  on  some  waters,  and  in  the 
early  mornings  several,  weighing  up  to  2|lb.,  have 
been  accounted  for  this  week  on  the  Forty-foot 
Some  good  baskets  of  eels  have  been  taken. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  nice  trout  have  been  taken  during  the 
week  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  and 
coarse  fish  have  furnished  fair  sport  at  times,  both 
in  the  river  and  canal.  The  tidal  waters  below 
Hempholme  are  in  very  fair  order  for  all  round 
angling,  and  some  good  roach  have  been  taken  in 
various  parts ;  and  between  Dunswell  and  Burton 
Hall  good  trout  of  over  lib.  each  have  been  secured 
with  worm  bait.  Reports  from  the  Lincolnshire 
streams  are  very  good,  both  on  the  Ludd  and 
Ancholme,  and  on  the  smaller  streams — the  Bain, 
Freshoey,  and  Totney — a  few  very  good  trout 
have  been  taken  during  the  past  week  or  so.  The 
East  Hull  A.A.  fished  a  pegged  down  match  on  the 
Ancholme  at  Brandy  Wath  last  week  and  did  fairly 
well,  Mr.  B.  Shearsmith  weighing  in  41b.  15oz.  for 
top  prize.  The  Universal  A.  A.  fish  their  next  match 
on  the  Ancholme,  at  Saxby,  on  July  15. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Liverpool  anglers  are  to  be  complimented  on  the 
pluck  displayed  in  attempting  to  develop  and 
improve  Meols  Lake  fishing.  The  Weaste  A.S. 
fished  a  match  at  Jrlam  on  June  27,  and  awarded 
a  lot  of  prizes,  Mr.  Fensome  taking  the  first 
The  next  event  is  on  Aug.  15,  at  Lostock 
The  EUesmere  Port  A.S.  is  now  forty  strong.  Since 
the  season  opened  a  lot  of  good  fish  have  been  taken 
from  their  waters.  On  June  28  the  Gorton  A.S 
.  fished  a  match  at  BoUington,  and  awarded  all 
fifteen  prizes,  Mr.  J.  Way  heading  the  list.  The 
Dixon  Green  A.S.  were  at  Boothstown,  Mr.  Fam 
worth  heading  the  prize  winners. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Two  city  rods  from  the  Levenshulme  Angling 
Society  fisbing  in  the  Shetland  Isles  appear  to  be 
having  good  times.  Messrs.  C.  H.  Robinson  and 
A.  Tomlinson  iu  five  days  had  176  trout  weighing 
lOO.b. — the  largest  2Jlb.  On  one  day  to  one  rod  is 
.  credited  nine  fish,  1  lib.  The  Longsight  Angling 
Society  had  a  disappointing  time  at  Irlam  on 
Saturday  last,  only  one  member,  Mr.  W.  H 
Trust,  getting  a  fish.  On  July  4  the  Albion 
Angling  Society  are  due  at  Althorpe  to  fish  a 
match,  and  expect  fifty  rods  to  compete.  At  the 
same  time  and  place  the  Craven  A.S.  will  be 
similarly  engaged.  Tlie  Stag  A.S.  at  Crowle,  on 
June  28,  fiahed  their  first  match,  Mr.  W.  Hindle 
secured  first  prize  with  12|oz. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  have  been  numerous  on  the  Trent,  which 
has  reached  the  level  of  summer.  The  water  is 
remarkably  clear,  and  the  use  of  light  tackle  is 
indispensable  to  success.  Roach,  chub,  and  dace 
have  shown  sport  at  Shardlow,  Cavendish  Bridge, 
Sawley  Weirs,  Beeston  Weirs,  Holme  Pierrepont, 
Shelford,  Hazleford,  Fiskerton,  and  Kelham.  Odd 
barbel  have  again  been  taken  with  the  tail 
end  of  the  lob-worm  on  the  lower  portion  of 
the  Wilford  fishery,  which  has  also  yielded  dace  to 
the  lures  of  the  "surface  whiffers."  Dace,  in  fact, 
have  risen  splendidly  the  last  thing  in  the  evening. 
Reports  from  the  City  Piscatorial  Society's  waters 
at  Averham  are  to  the  effect  that  a  large  sturgeon 
has  taken  up  its  quarters  below  the  weirs.  The 
sooner  it  is  got  rid  of  the  better  for  the  patrons  of 
the  fishery.  On  June  27  the  City  Waltonians 
engaged  in  a  match  for  prizes  at  Fiskerton,  but 
sport  was  tame  and  uninteresting.  Anglers  all  round 
have  been  severely  handicapped  in  the  pursuit  of 
their  craft  by  the  exceptional  scarcity  of  gentles, 
whilst  caddis  grubs  are  daily  becoming  more  difficult 
to  procure.  Light  worm  baitings  ought  now  to 
tempt  the  barbel,  which  are  forward  in  condition. 
Preference  should  be  given  to  swims  not  over  deep, 
for  as  yet  the  fish  seem  pretty  generally  located  in 
the  streams.  Eel  fishing  has  fallen  off  owing  to  the 
gradual  brightening  of  the  river. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Generally  speaking,  sport  has  shown  much  im- 
provement in  all  departments  since  last  notes. 
This  much  wished  for  improvement  has  been 
principally  due  to  heavy  rains,  which  put  the 
waters  in  order,  and  brought  up  salmon,  peal,  and, 
on  the  waters  that  hold  them,  sea-trout  in  good 
numbers  from  the  sea.  In  Munster,  salmon  and 
peal  fishing  exhibited  further  improvement,  but 
white  trout  fishing  is  still  backward  in  this 
province  at  those  stations,  and  they  are  not 
many  (Waterville  being  the  principal  one),  where 
those  fish  are  had.  The  Connaught  lakes  have 
generally  yielded  good  sport  in  the  trout  depart- 
ments, and  on  the  Moy  and  other  rivers  salmon  and 
peal  were  had  in  numbers  which  were  considered 
very  satisfactory.  The  Ulster  waters  have  fished 
pretty  well,  especially  as  regards  trout,  and  things 
are  showing  further  improvement  at  present  in  the 
Northern  Province.  Sea  angling  has  been  produc- 
tive of  fine  sport  at  pollack,  etc..  at  Waterville, 
Valentia,  Ballycotton,  Skibbereen,  Youghal,  Castle- 
town (CO.  Cork),  Dingle,  and  a  few  places  irr  Clare, 
Galway,  Mayo,  and  Donegal. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  summer  weather  at  last,  which  has  put  our 
local  anglers  on  the  qui  vive,  and  many  rods  have 
been  out.    Trout  have  not  been  sporting  well,  but 
chub  have  been  taking  the  fly,  maggot,  and  vamprey 
well,  and  some  heavy  catches  of  large  fish  are 
recorded.      One    member  of    the  newly-formed 
Fountain  Club — Mr.  Knight — secured  a  grand  lot 
of  very  fine  chub,  fishing  with  the  vamprey  in  the 
Severn  at  Camp,  heaviest  fish,  31b.  6oz..  others 
close  up,  and  was  a  great  attraction  in  the  Lowes- 
more  Angling  Depot,  together  with  a  fine  lampern, 
which  weighed  21b.  6oz.  ;  others  had  101b.  to  14lb. 
in  their  creels.    A  lot  of  roach  have  been  caught 
with  maggot  and  worm,  but  they  are  not  in  con- 
dition yet.    Three  competitions  have  taken  place, 
The  Worcester  Angling  Society  had  two,  Thursday 
and  Saturday  afternoons  (June  25  and  27),  to  suit 
the  convenience  of  their  members.  Thirty-two 
members  competed  in  the  Thursday  afternoon  con- 
test, which  was  of  four  hours'  duration,  the  first 
prize  being  secured  by  Mr.  Cooper,  41b.  15Joz.  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  F.  A.  Leech.  21b.  13ioz.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  H, 
Painting,  21b.  lOJoz.    First  and  third  prizes  taken 
with  the  fly.    At  Saturday's  contest  nineteen  com 
peted.    Mr.  Sid  Knight,  1st,  31b.  gjoz.,  the  vam- 
prey being  the  bait ;  2nd,  Mr.  W.  Heritage ;  3rd, 
Mr.   Geo.   Leach  ;    Mr.   H.   Blackford  close  up, 
only  ounces  dividing  them.     Both  contests  took 
place  on  the  club  water.  Lower  Teme,  north  side. 
The  St.  John's  Club  fished  a  contest  on  their  club 
water.  Lower  Teme,  south  side,  on  Tuesday,  June 
30  ■  a  large  number  of  members  competed  :  1st,  Mr, 
S.  Griffiths,  31b.  14oz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  Wood,  31b.  Ifoz. 
3rd,  Mr.  C.  James,  31b.  l|oz.    The  winners  in  the 
sweep  were  Mr.  C.  James  1st,  Mr.  J.  Stokes  2nd, 
L.  F.  Higgs  3rd.    A  largely  attended  meeting  of  the 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  was 
held  at  the  Turk's  Head  Inn,   Lowesmore,  on 
Friday,  June  2C,  the  president,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  in 
the'  chair.     Two    new   clubs — one  held  at  the 
Fountain,     Inn,    Angel  -  street,    the     other  at 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  Shrub  Hill — were  admitted 
into  the  Association.    The  water  renting  question 
was  discussed  at  some  length,  and  a  sub-committee 
appointed  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  number  of  first  York  matches  were  fished  on 
Saturday,  June  27.    A  partv  of  forty  represented 
the  Navigation  A.  A.  at  West  Cottingwith,  per 
mission  being  granted  by  Mr.  Dunnington- Jefferson, 
Arthur  Willis  took  the  first  prize  with  lib.  4Joz.  of 
fish  ;  that  for  the  heaviest  fish — flounder,  5ioz 
going  to  J.  Bardy.  The  North-Eastern  A.  A.  fished 
at  Sutton-on-Derwent,  by  the  Hon.  R.  Jervis'r 
permission,  the   catches   were  small;    T.  Bean 
lib.  l^-oz.,  taking  the  lead.    The  Woolpack  A.  S, 
went    to    Kirk    Hammerton,    having    a  grand 
drive.     The  water  was  in    splendid  condition 
but  good  sport  was  not  experienced.    All  thi 
twenty-six  competitors  made  a  catch,   Mr.  W 
Siddal  being  first.    After  the  match  an  excellent 
repast  was  served  at  Mr.  Rhodes's  Railway  Hotel 
T.  Walton,  with  41b.  14^oz.  of  fish,  led  the  way  for 
the  Wheat  Sheaf  A.C.  at  Ledwark  Bridge.  Several 
matches  also  took  place  on  Monday  (June  29).  Mr, 
J.  Foster,  51b.  lOoz.,  did  best  for  the  Sportsman 
A.C.  at  Cottingwith.    Jas.  Wood,  41b.  7oz.,  headed 
the  Clifton  A.A.  winners  at  Cottingwith,  and 
Catton  J.  Todd,  lib.  8oz.,  was  first  m  St.  Denys 
match. 


^ofes  from  ii)e  itorff). 


The  long  looked  for  rains  have  come  at  last,  but 
we  hope  not  to  stay.  The  Dee  rose  a  foot  on 
Tuesday  morning,  and  is  still  rising.  The  Don  and 
Deveron,  and  in  fact  all  the  streams,  will  take  days 
of  spate  to  clean  them  out. 

Some  eighteen  sea-trout  were  got  in  a  single  tide 
by  the  Powries  at  the  Pot  and  Fords  fishings  on 
the  Dee.  This  looks  like  business  on  the  part  of 
Salmo  trutta,  and  the  fishermen  too.  But  it  is 
years  since  such  a  big  haul  was  made. 


Last  week  Mr.  Willie  Donald  Holburn,  Aberdeen, 
creeled  two  sea-trout  of  21b.  apiece,  and  eight 
yellow  trout  averaging  lib.  apiece,  on  the  Crathes 
Dee  water. 


A  boy  last  week,  amusing  himself  on  a  reach  of 
the  Dee  digging  in  the  sand  with  his  hands,  turned 
up  a  valuable  diamond  ring,  worth  £50  or  £60,  lost 
probably  by  some  angler.  The  Aberdeen  county 
police  have  charge  of  the  wanderer  in  the  meantime. 

The  grilse  season  is  now  on  in  force,  and  with  a 
July  spate  once  a  week  or  so  the  run  will  be  all  the 
heavier. 


Sir  Charles  Forbes,  Bart.,  and  Lady  Forbes  left 
Donside  on  Friday  (June  26)  for  the  South,  after  a 
most  successful  trout  season  on  their  famous  pre- 
serves. The  waters  were  small  and  clear,  but  sport 
good. 

The  Deveron  Fishery  Board  are  along  with  Mr. 
Calderwood  to  fix  a  limit  for  netting  the  Daveron, 
and  a  minute  has  been  passed  to  this  effect. 

Special  Scotch. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  TuKNEK. — Ems,  on  the  Lahn,  trouting  poor, 
but  plenty  of  chub  and  other  coarse  fish. 


Xettevs  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

TRANSVAAL  TROUT  ACCLIMATISATION. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Knowing  you  are  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  shipments  of  ova  being  sent  to 
South  Africa,  I  can  now  give  you  the  particulars  of 
the  last  three  consignments,  and  have  pleasure  in 
forwarding  you  the  enclosed  letter  and  paper  from 
the  curator  at  Potchefstroom.  I  am  not  quite  clear 
what  the  number  of  fry  really  is  mentioned  as 
having  been  reared  from  the  last  30,000  ova  sent 
out ;  it  is  either  28,000  or  20.000,  but  I  have  taken 
the  latter  as  correct  until  I  hear  further  from  them. 
In  regard  to  the  extra  death-rate  in  the  bottoni 
tray  of  o^-a,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Stenning.  this  can 
easily  be  got  over  in  further  shipments.  He  is  quite 
right ;  it  is  not  caused  by  imperfect  ventilation,  but 
from  the  position  the  case  is  placed  in  on  board 
ship,  and  which  can  be  overcome  by  a  #implo 
structural  alteration  to  the  case. — Yours  sincerely, 

Juno  28.  Harry  Spbeckley. 
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AISrOLERS-   HOTELS,   FISHiyfO  QUARTERS, 


July  4,  1903 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

ITiis  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishmg  on  the  Kiver  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  llsh 
Uie  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Koom  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL.  Sutherlandshire,  N.B 

JIALCOLM  MoINNES,  Proprietor. 
Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  sceneryof  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/=  per  day 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  JHior,  Locli 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
lo/-  per  day,  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fisliery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Pish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  miles 
from  Dungloe.— Terms,  Hotel  acoom 
modation  and  full  particulars,  from  S 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Go.  Donegal! 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  AN  ICON'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland-Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  U  miles 
hstant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  owi. 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.    Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  .STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


ORKNEY. 


Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Mason's  Arms  Hotel. 
Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  M  vekly. 
There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3.s-  for 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


03Sa-  THE  SI»OT, 

The  Donegal  Highlands.  —  Salmon 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  Eiver,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

reCc^trajn  s— Pro  PRiETOK. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

Close  to  LouiTh.    Free  Fishing.    Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 
The  Corrib  is  3.5  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
s<iuare  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  sani- 
tary anangements  on  tlie  most  modern  svstpm 
Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGUTON,  PiopTittor: 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modem  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  bil- 
liards suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' board  9,v 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2  ;  week  7.?  fid  • 
and  day  2.«.  6</.-to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
VVeir  at  Ivilrea  to  Toonie.  From  the  Weir  to 
Jlovanagber  is  21.s'.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5s,  per  day.— Address,  Manageress 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FIKLAND  ("The 
Angler  8  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETEHSBUKO  (for 

Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 

Lujcurioiis  and  Inexpensive  Travel. 
Sailinffs  lyeeklij. 
TROUT  ana  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  FlSS 
"'°'l«rate.  Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  !,cenery.  For  lull  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfors 

to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents  ' 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick' 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. _  Fishmg  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Healy, 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  Nf.O. 

First-class  Tourist  and  Commercial 
Hotel,  with  all  modern  comforts.  First- 
rate  Trout  Fishing  on  River  Deveron, 
free  till  the  end  of  August.  Salmon 
Fishing  to  let  for  September  and  October. 
Improved  good  Nine-hole  Golf  Course  on 
links.  Posting  in  all  its  branches.  'Bus 
meets  all  trains. 

J.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
ipannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  53.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL 

CRCSSMALINA,  BALLINA. 

First-class  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 
Free.  First-class  catering  and  accom- 
modaSon,  bath  rooms,  &c.  Moderate 
tariff. — -A.pply,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS 

CORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 


The  Mourne,  co.  Tyrone. 

[Best  Salmon,  and  Brown  and  White  Trout 
Fishmg  m  Ireland,  on  the  preserved 
I  waters  of  the  Mourne,  Glenelly,  Strule, 

Derg,  &c.     Salmon  running  now.  For 

terms,  apply  to  Mrs.  Marshall, 

ABERCORN  HOTEL, 

NEWrOWNSTEWART,  IRELAND. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 

s  oInT     I  N E. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen 

Apply  to    THOS.    WILSON,   SONS    &  CO 
(Ltd.),  H.U1 ;  GELLATLY  &  CO  ,  61  Pall  Mall 
SH  '"'P^V^.'^^e^  *  DOVVELL,  16,  St  " anies's 
BOli&CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades;  pure  wool;  stylish,  durable; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
CopiTHORNB,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


jMAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  CEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.K.W.,  Main  Line). 
Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golt  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathine 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  • 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
trom  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
m  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request 
T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor 


These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  River 
and  Lough  as  desired.    Telegraph  and 

Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- Inn pnnini/ 

mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and  DERRICK  ARMS  HflTFI 
men  supplied.    Charming  Scenery  and  I  nniflO   HU  I  CL 

beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate.— For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams' 
"Flynn,  Ballina." 


BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 


TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 
FOXFORD,  CO.  IVTayo. 

Salmon  Fishing-  on  the  Moy. 

Two  days'  free  fishing  for  start  ;  7/6  per  day 
afterwards.  Good  Trout  and  Rough  Fishiii" 
free  ;  also  free  boat.  For  terms  of  Board,  d-c" 
apply  to  the  proprietor,  '' 
  JOHN  J.  JOHNSTON. 


Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing  •  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43  590 
acres  of  Free   Fishing-Spring  and  Summer. 
1  rout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb  to 
l  ib  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
r  ^'5^  S.^^^'-     ^"^V  '^fge  Pike  have  been 
captured .  The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2sitting  rooms 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate 
 T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


\lJandrindod  Wells. 
ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  fop  Hotel  Visitors. 

I  Golf  Links.    IWlneral  Baths  and  Waters. 

TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAE  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
,  to  5  Ujs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  lish  in  lake. 
[Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  Zs.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clbrk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude 
Season,  JilO  ;  month,  £5  ;  fortnightly,  £3 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


tJNbLlJ>il    iALi^l.c  IVIAKtKi 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  ia 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

[ts  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
aalmon,  front,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing- 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othi' 
Jepartments  are:  Shooting,  Natural  History 
bportsman  Travel,  Yachting.  "isiory, 

WEEKL  Y.    ILLUSTRA  TED 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch    Lare   Oornhill.  London 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO 
Nbw  York,  U.  S.  A. 


THE 


SWEENEY'S  HOTEi.  I  HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

(DuHfjloe,  Co.  Donegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Ltensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Eoomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  6 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £1  ss.  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


Indian  Sportlna  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throughout  India,  Cktlon, 
burmah,  and  assam. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16*.  per 
annum.   Single  copies,  5d.,  post  free,  7d. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press- 
Bombay. 

ONDON  OFPICW  :  181,  FLKKT  STRRKT.  R.C. 
.^Hitlers  wisJiing  to  ooiaiu 

HOTEL,  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

?or  S'lshin?  In  tho  Avon  or  Stour. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IB 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  4  Dorset; 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  »dvt».,  2fi  words  for  ig.,  prepaid. 
Address  :  "Observer"  Oftice.  Bournemouth. 
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[Copy  of  Letter.] 
Transvaal  Trout  Acclimatisation, 
>  P.O.  Box  226,  Potchefstroom,  June  6. 

!  P.  J.  Borcherds,  Hon.  See.  and  Treasurer, 
I     Potchefstroom  Branch, 
.o  H.  Spreckley,  Esq., 

Sohvay  Fi-shery  Co.,  Ltd. 
■  Dear  Sir, — After  a  somewhtt  protracted  delay, 

will  try  and  answer  your  letter,  of  which  I  forget 
he  date.  The  first  ca?e  of  ova  you  sent  us,  and 
vhich  by  my  previous  letter  I  informed  you 
irrived  in  such  excellent  condition,  after  laying 
lown  proved  a  failure — not  a  single  alevin  lived. 

attributed  this  to  the  fact  that  the  water  was 
/ery  much  too  hot,  the  temperature  at  the  time 
jeing  78°  Fahr.  From  the  second  lot  sent  out  I 
lave  a  splendid  lot  of  fine  healthy  fry ;  and  the  last 
ot  you  sent  has  turned  out  exceedingly  well,  and  I 
lave  som  thing  like  20,000  splendid  alevins  from 
;hem,  just  raeiging  into  the  fry  stage;  they  are 
packed  in  black  masses,  and  could  not  possibly  look 
better.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  contemplate 
them  with  a  very  considerable  amount  of  priile  ;  in 
fact,  it  is"  hard  to  leave  them  on  my  usual  morning 
visit.  The  hatchery  is  about  four  miles  from 
here,  and  I  have  an  assistant  always  on 
the  spot.  Yovi  asked  my  opinion  on  your  new 
system  of  packing.  Well,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  it  is  the  best  of  any  I  have  seen.  I 
might  mention  that  in  each  case  the  bottom  tray 
contained  the  most  dead  ova.  I  have  tried  to 
define  the  cause,  but  cannot  understand  it  as  the 
ventilation  appeared  to  be  perfect.  I  do  not  think 
it  practicable  to  send  ova  round  by  Harrismith  for 
Natal.  You  cannot  possibly  be  at  the  sea-coast 
to  receive  it.  How  do  you  feed  your  stock  fish  ? 
Have  you  anything  special  for  them  ?-  I  have 
to-day  posted  ^ou  a  paper  containing  an  account 
of  the  unpackmg  of  the  last  lot  of  ova,  etc. — 
Fraternally  yours,  Arthur  N.  Stexning. 

THE  WYE  (HEREFORDSHIRE). 

Sib, — ■"  W.  T."  does  not  give  his  name,  and  thus 
I  am  unable,  in  the  language  of  our  familiar  bye- 
laws,  "to  determine  his  length,  size,  and  descrip- 
tion." He  may  know  a  great  deal  about  the  Wye, 
or  very  little. 

I  do  not  think  your  correspondent  has  reallj' 
much  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  Wye. 
If  there  has  been  any  decrease  of  salmon,  wliich 
Mr.  Hotchkiss,  the  chairman  of  the  Board,  ptated 
on  oath  before  the  Royal  Commission  in  1900  was 
not  at  all  certain,  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  other 
cruises  than  to  any  increased  and  excessive  netting. 
These  are  the  figures: — In  1867  there  were  124  nets 
used  on  the  river,  and  paying  licence  duties,  aiid  in 
1901  only  56. 

Assuming  that  "  W.  T."  knows  more  about  the 
river  than  the  Chairman,  and  that  there  has  been 
some  slight  decrease,  may  it  not  be  attributed  to 
the  great  neglect  of  the  preservation  of  the  breeding 
fish  on  the  head  waters  of  the  river. 

This  neglect,  dating  from  the  issue  of  a  most 
unfortunate  circular-letter  in  1871  by  the  Rav. 
Henry  Blisset,  then  the  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
has  been  notorious.  Let  me  give  proof  of  this 
neglect.  Your  readers  are  acquainted  with  the 
Usk,  a  second-class  in  size  river  of  seventy-six 
mi.es  in  length,  and  also  with  the  river  we  are  now 
dealing  with,  first-chiss  in  size  and  having  a  course 
of  148  miles.  In  those  thirty-one  years,  from  1871 
to  1901  inclusive,  the  U-<k  Board  has  instituted 
1464  prosecutions,  mainly  for  offences  in  the  fence 
months  <  n  the  upper  waters,  while  the  Wye  Board, 
though  having  the  charge  of  a  far  larger  river,  has 
instituted  only  88 1  prosecutions,  and  those  chiefly 
for  small  ofiences  in  the  lower  waters,  such  as 
1  shing  for  trout  without  a  licence,  etc.  The 
Board  has  never  dared — shall  I  say  it  has  been 
too  timid — to  tackle  the  poachers  of  the  breeding 
fish  in  the  wilds  of  Radnorshire.  I  must  qualify 
this  statement.  It  is  true  that  last  year  they  did 
for  the  first  time  seriously  try  to  cope  with  the 
poachers,  but  that  attempt  nearly  cost  them  the 
iive-i  of  several  of  their  water-bailiffs. 

To  this  almost  unchecked  destruction  of  the 
breeding  fish  for  years  past,  any  falling  off,  if  it  has 
occurred,  must  mainly  be  attributed.  Lead  mining 
pollutions  in  the  upper  waters  have  had,  too.  abaneful 
influence.  The  evils  of  this  latter  are  given  little 
attention  to  by  the  Board,  and  are  slurred  over  in 
official  reports.  Take  the  case  of  the  Hereford  City 
sewage,  which  poisoned  miles  of  the  Wye  for  years 
— did  the  Wye  Board  take  any  steps  to  stop  that  ? 
Ask  the  Hereford  people  how  it  was  stopped,  and 
they  will  tell  you  the  story  how  and  by  whom  that 
was  done.    The  Board  had- no  hand  in  that ! 

But  the  field  of  bye-law  legislation  is  that  in  which 
the  Board  delight  to  roam.  It  is  so  easy  to  pass  a 
bye-law,  and  worry  the  net  fisherman,  who  is 
considered  fair  game,  and  being  an  honest  man, 
though  poor,  is  powerless  to  resist  the  repeated 
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attacks  of  a  public  Board  spending  public 
money. 

It  is  very  mean  and  paltry  to  try  and  crush  the 
fishermen  in  this  way,  and  believing  them  to  be  in 
the  right,  and  the  Board  in  the  wrong,  and  this 
draft  net  total  prohibition  bye-law  to  be  bad  in 
law,  I  intend  to  see  this  matter  through  for  them, 
and  I  trust  I  may  not  be  allowed  to  fight  their 
battle  single-handed. — Yours  truly, 

15,  Chepstow-place,  W  .  John  Lloyd. 

P.S  — The  following  are  the  particulars  of  water- 
bailiffs  employed  by  the  Wye  and  Usk  Boards 
respectively  in  three  successive  years  : — 


Wye  Board — 


Permanent. 

Temporary. 

Total. 

1883 

2 

5 

7 

1884 

2 

7 

9 

1885 

2 

4 

6 

Totals 

6 

16 

22 

Usk  Board — 

1883 

12 

3 

15 

1884 

12 

8 

20 

1885 

13 

8 

21 

Totals 

37 

19 

56 

Length  of  Wye,  148  miles;  length  of  Usk,  76J 
miles. 

[Mr.  Lloyd  has  not  only  the  courage  of  his 
opinions,  but  is  ready  to  back  them  up  by  monetary 
support.  But  what  is  the  real  cause  of  the  un- 
doubted fact  that  for  years  the  salmon  on  the  Wye 
spawning  beds  have  been  poached  with  impunitv  ? 
Surely  it  is  want  of  funds,  and  not  cowardice.  The 
Fishing  Gazette  has  not  hesitated  to  criticise  the 
action  or  inaction  of  boards  of  conservators,  includ- 
ing the  Wye  Board,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
if  you  have  no  funds  you  cannot  pay  watchers  over 
miles  of  river  in  a  wild  country,  where  the  people 
look  on  poaching  as  a  sacred  right.  Mr.  Lloyd  may 
say,  granted,  but  if  the  Wye  Board  had  done  its 
duty  properly  all  these  years  it  would  have  so 
improved  the  salmon  fishing  that  it  would  have  a 
good  revenue  from  rod  and  net  licences,  and  so 
could  fight  the  poachers.  That  is  a  case  which  could 
be  argued  for  ever,  and  there  is  no  space  for  it  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  hope  that  the  real  facts  as 
regards  destruction  of  spawning  salmon  may 
come  ou^t,  and  if  the  Board  is  powerless  for 
want  of  funds  to  cope  with  the  Rebeccaites  and  other 
organised  law  breakers  surely  it  will  be  possible  to 
get  Oovernment  assistance,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Tweed  poachers. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  THE  WYE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  in  July  to  stay  near  Ross 
in  Herefordshire,  and  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  could  inform  me  whether  there  are 
chub  in  the  Wye,  and  what  flies  are  chiefly  used  on 
that  river  for  trout,  and  also  to  whom  to  apply  for 
fishing  licence  if  one  is  required.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  faithfully,         G.  S.  Head. 

P.S. — Are  pike  numerous  in  the  river  "? 

ANGLING  FOR  COARSE  FISH  AT  CARLISLE. 

De  ve  Sir, — The  committee  of  the  Carlisle  Angling 
Association  have  this  season  fixed  the  prices  of 
tickets  for  coarse  fish  at  Is.  per  day,  2s.  6  I.  per 
week,  53.  the  season.  The  licence  will  cost  Is.  per 
week  or  3s.  6d.  the  season  to  kill  trout ;  this  is 
issued  by  Mr.  Muir,  stationer,  English-street,  for 
Conservancy  Board. 

If  "  Coarse  Fisher  "  wants  to  take  any  trout  he 
may  catch  he  will  require  to  take  a  trout  ticket  of 
this  association,  which  would  cost  him  73.  6i.  for 
two  weeks,  to  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Strong,  tackle 
maker.  Castle-street. — Yours  faithfully. 

H.  H.  HoDGKiNSOisr,  Hon.  Sec, 
Carlisle  Angling  Association. 

P.S. — The  7s.  6d.  trout  ticket  would  include 
coarse  fish. 


A  QUIET  SPOT  FOR  TWO  FRIENDS  WITH 
FREE  FISHING. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  herewith  send  you  some 
views  of  an  old  familiar  scene  where  you  and  the 
late  Mr.  Black,  the  novelist,  spent  a  pleasant 
holiday — Oykell  Bridge,  by  Lairg,  Sutherland,  N.B. 

I  have  ju^t  returned,  and  but  for  the  awful 
north-east  gales,  which  put  the  fish  do%vn  the  last 
four  days,  should  have  had  full  baskets  ;  but  in 
spite  of  this  had  twenty-seven  fish,  14ilb.,  on  Loch 
Ailsh,  71b.  to  101b.  offish,  from  Jib.  to 'lib.  each,  on 
Char  Lochs,  and  two  good  lochs  behind  the  hotel 
(with  unpronounceable  names)  also  gave  their  quota 
of  average — fourteen  fish,  from  Jib.  to  lib.  each, 
throwing  in  plenty  of  smaller  fry. 

The  house  has  one  disadvantage  for  loch  fishing — 
they  are  four  to  five  miles  distant,  but  not  difficult 
to  walk  over,  and  most  enjoyable.    The  house  is 
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quiet  and  restful,  the  food  good  and  plentiful  the 
air  bracing,  and  makes  an  old  man  like  me  feel  the 
walks  are  nothing  but  pleasure. 

No  doubt  the  question  of  costs  will  come.  Here 
it  is: — Tourist  ticket  to  Lairg,  £3  10s.;  trap  from 
Lairg  to  Oykell  Bridge,  I63. ;  lodging  and  board, 
£3  lOs.  per  week,  but  ought  not  be  more  thaa  £3  ; 
gillie,  33.  6d.  per  day,  and  his  lunch.  Is.  9d. 

Waders  are  wanted  to  properly  fish  the  char 
lochs ;  on  the  others  are  boats,  which  can  be 
obtained  by  request  to  the  head  keeper  of  the  deer 
forest  near  by. 

If  Geo.,  the  ex-aoldier,  is  taken  as  a  gillie  (his 
knowledge  of  the  lochs  is  life-loQg)  the  comfort  of 
the  anglers  will  be  complete. 

The  Oykell  river  was  just  dry  all  the  time  I  was 
there,  as  no  rain  worth  mentioning  had  fallen  for 
five  weeks,  while  ia  London  was  the  deluge. — Yours 
faithfully,  1VLm,lard  Wing. 

Fly-Fishers'  Club. 

[Much  obliged  to  "  Mallard  Wing  "  for  his  useful 
letter. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  SALZKAMMERGUT, 
AUSTRIAN  TYROL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
could  give  me,  through  the  columns  of  your  valu- 
able paper,  any  information  as  to  quarters,  per- 
mission, and  flies  for  trout  fishing  in  the  Salz- 
kammergut,  Austrian  Tyrol,  in  August. — Yours 
faithfully,  T. 


FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wonder  if  I  could  find  out  through 
the  medium  of  your  obliging  paper,  or  still  more 
obliging  readers,  the  best  way  to  fill  up  a  week  in 
Norway  so  as  to  get  a  little  fishing  in  the  middle  of 
August.  I  shall  be  landing  at  Trondhjem  (or,  if 
preferable,  at  Bergen),  and  have  a  week  or  ten  days 
to  cross  to  Christiania,  and  want  to  get  a  day  or 
two's  fishing  en  route.  I  should  prefer  to  keep  to 
the  railway  line  from  Trondhjem  to  Christiania,  as 
driving  across  from  Bergen  would  take  so  much 
time.  If  anyone  could  give  me  a  few  hints  I  should 
be  very  grateful.— Yours  faithfully, 

St.  Michael's  Well,  H.  T.  Procter. 

Bolton-le-Sands,  Carnforth. 


GOOD  FISHING  QUARTERS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  answered  a  good  number  of 
letters  referring  to  fishing  on  the  Continent,  which 
for  a  number  of  years  appeared  in  your  always 
interesting  journal,  and  I  am  wondering  whether 
aay  one  of  your  numerous  readers  will  answer  mine. 

I  am  desirous  of  finding  a  pretty  spot  in  Great 
Britain  for  a  permanent  home,  near  the  sea  and  a 
really  good  trout  stream,  if  possible  South  of 
Liverpool. 

An  answer  in  one  of  your  early  publications  would 
greatly  oblige  One  Fond  of  Sport. 

Miirlenbach. 

[Possibly  Criccieth  would  suit  our  correspondent, 
or  Rhyl.— Ed.]. 


THE  RIBBLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  insert  this  letter  and 
copies  of  the  enclosed  letters  in  your  next  issue. 
I  observe  the  letter  of  "March  Brown"  in  your 
current  issue  giving  my  name  and  address.  I  do 
not,  however,  see  how  "  March  Brown  "  can  know 
that  the  grievance  of  "Medicus"  is  real  imless  he 
knows  "Medicus"  and  all  details  of  his  complaint. 

With  regard  to  the  letter  of  "Medicus"  I  await 
some  definite  communication  from  him  direct.  In 
the  meantime  I  respectfully  ask  "March  Brown" 
to  let  me  hear  fully  from  him. 

A  reference  to  "  Whitaker's  Almanack  "  would 
have  given  "  Medicus  "  my  name  and  address  had 
he  taken  the  trouble  to  refer,  but  as  my  firm  have 
held  the  appointment  of  Clerk  to  the  Ribble  Board 
since  the  formation  in  1866  there  cannot  have  been 
any  real  difficulty  in  finding  me. — Yours  truly, 
Henry  Bacehouse, 
Clerk  to  the  Ribble  Fishery  Board, 
27,  Victoria-street,  St.  John's-place,  Blackburn, 
June  29,  1903. 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.. 

The  Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London. 


27,  Victoria  street, 
St.  John's-place, 
Blackburn. 
June  24,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wired  you  on  June  15  as  follows  : — 
"Rivsam,  London."  ••Please  send  me  name  and 
address  of  correspondent  '  Medicus,'  p.  408,  current 
issue,"  and  prepaid  reply;  on  June  16  1  received 
the  following  in  reply,  "  Editor  away  ;  reply  shortly  ; 
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July  4,  1903 


Manager  Fishing  Gazette."  I  wrote  acknowledging 
your  wire  the  same  evening,  but  have  had  no 
acknowledgment  of  my  letter  or  reply  to  my  wire 
I  accordingly  wired  you  agaia  this  morning  and 
received  a  notice  (a  copy  of  which  I  enclose)  from 
the  postal  authorities  that  my  wire  had  not  been 
delivered  as  not  being  for  registered  "Rivsam." 

I  observe  from  your  paper  that  your  telegraphic 
address  is  stated  to  be  "Rivsam  London  "  and  was 
much  surprised  to  receive  the  notice,  seeing  that  my 
wire  of  June  15,  similarly  addressed,  had  reached 
you. 

Will  you  kindly  furnish  me  with  the  name  and 
address  of  your  correspondent  "Medicus,"  whose 
communication  appears  in  your  issue  of  June  13, 
p.  408,  and  will  you  also,  out  of  courtesy,  explain 
why  you  refused  my  wire  of  to-day  ? — Yours  truly, 

Henry  Backhouse. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 

The  Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London, 


The  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan's  House, 

Fetter-lane,  London,  E.G. 
June  25,  1903. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  that  there  was  any 
mistake  about  your  telegram.  I  was  away,  and  it 
was  referred  to  several  of  our  other  departments,  but 
unfortunately  not  to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The 
letter  of  "Medicus"  was  inserted  during  my 
absence,  and  as  it  is  not  usual  to  give  the  addresses 
of  people  who  write  to  the  paper  my  sub-editor 
telegraphed  you  that  the  matter  would  be  referred 
to  me.  There  was  some  delay,  as  he  thought  I  was 
returning  sooner  than  I  did. 

However,  we  are  this  week  inserting  a  letter  from 
another  correspondent  giving  "Medicus"  your 
address. 

Of  course,  I  shall  be  glad  to  insert  any  letter  you 
care  to  send  on  the  matter. — Yours  faithfully, 

R.  B.  Marston,  Ed,  F.G. 
Henry  Backhouse,  Esq., 
Clerk  to  the  Ribble  Board 
of  Conservators, 
27,  Victoria-street,  Blackburn. 

[I  have  no  doubt  that  "Medicus"  will  see  this 
correspondence,  and  furnish  Mr.  Backhouse  with 
the  particulars  he  wants.  In  a  private  letter  to  me 
he  says  he  is  "  able  to  substantiate  all  he  said  if 
necessary" — that  is,  as  to  the  poaching  on  the 
tributary  of  the  Ribble.  He  says  he  wishes  the 
Board  of  Conservators  all  success  in  their  work,  and 
wrote  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  address  of  the 
Clerk  to  the  Board  as  he  could  not  get  it  in  the 
town  he  resides  in,  or,  at  any  rate,  failed  to  do  so. 
-Ed.]   

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq  , 
Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  received  a  letter  from  your 
correspondent  "  Medicus"  and  the  matter  is  receiv- 
ing my  best  attention.  — Yom-s  faithfully, 

Henry  Backhouse. 

27,  Victoria-street, 
St.  John's-place, 

Blackburn. 
July  1,  1903. 
[I  hope  good  will  come  of  the  correspondence. 
—Ed.]   

CHEAP  SALMON  FISHING  IN  IRELAND— 
THE  BANN. 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  set  Mr.  Augustus 
Grimble  right  on  several  points  in  reference  to 
salmon  fishing  on  the  river  Bann.  He  says  that  the 
fly  is  the  only  lure  permitted,  and  I  wish  this  was 
true.  I  fished  this  river  for  fifteen  years  consecu- 
tively, and  I  have  never  known  of  any  such  restric- 
tion ;  on  the  contrary,  trolling  with  spoons  and 
artificial  minnows — not  to  mention  shrimping  and 
worming  —  are  the  commonest  methods  adopted. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Bann,  having  a  deep 
navigable  channel,  with  weirs  and  lock  gates  at 
intervals,  is  not  a  good  fly  fishing  river.  On  the 
open  stretch,  for  which  weekly  tickets  are  issued, 
there  are  only  five  short  catches  on  which  there  is 
a  chance  of  getting  fish  with  fly.  In  enumerating 
the  formidable  list  of  evils  which  keep  down  the 
stock  of  salmon  in  this  grand  river,  Mr.  Grimble 
omits  the  greatest  and  most  destructive  of  all.  j 
refer  to  the  spring  eel  nets,  which  kill  tons  of  salmon 
smolt  during  their  migrations  to  the  sea ;  the  rent  of 
these  nets  used  to  amount  to  something  like  £2000 
a  year. 

The  facts  as  to  these  wholesale  slaughters  of  smolt 
were  sworn  to  at  the  last  official  inquiry  held  at 
Coleraine  by  men  who  work  the  eel  nets.  Evidence 
was  there  given  by  men  who  fed  their  pigs  upon 
smolt  thus  crushed  in  the  nets.    The  Government 


inspectors  were  also  made  aware  that  three  hundred 
nets  played  havoc  amongst  the  gravid  fish  in  Lough 
Neagh  during  the  month  of  October.  But,  in  spite 
of  all  this  evidence,  the  only  remedial  measures 
adopted  was  to  stop  rod  fishing  on  the  Lower  Bann 
on  the  last  day  of  September  !  This  reminds  me  of 
that  Portsmouth  superintendent,  who,  being  remon- 
strated with  by  My  Lords  for  his  excessive  estab- 
lishment costs,  directed  the  master  shipwright  to 
have  a  dozen  dockyard  cats  killed. 

The  Bann  affords  some  of  the  best  dry-fly  trout 
fishing  in  Ireland,  and  2-pounders  or  3-pounders 
are  by  no  means  uncommon.  Without  wishing  to 
anticipate  anything  which  Mr.  Grimble  may  yet 
have  to  say  on  this  subject,  I  cordially  recommend 
Kilrea  as  the  best  fishing  station  on  this  river. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent.   

CLOTHES  FROM  FISH  SKINS. 
Dear  Sir, — According  to  a  recent  report  quoted 
in  Tit  Bits,  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  has 
taken' up  this  question,  and  already  proved  that 
several  kinds  of  fish  have  skins  which  make  excel- 
lent leather  for  some  purposes.  Salmon  hide  is  found 
not  only  serviceable  for  boots,  but  among  the 
Esquimaux  it  has  been  used  for  generations  in 
making  waterproof  clothes.  The  people  of  the  very 
far  north  also  use  codfish  skins  for  jackets.  Here  is 
surely  a  grand  opening  for  enterprising  water- 
proofers. 

How  absolutely  appropriate  would  be  salmon-skin 
waders  for  the  salmon  fisher,  and  cod-skin  jackets 
for  British  Sea  Anglers.  Waistcoats  and  caps  might 
perhaps  be  made  from  the  skins  of  large  pike  and 
lake  trout,  and,  with  real  porpoise-hide  boots,  would 
help  to  complete  a  tasty  outfit  for  the  all-round 
angler.  It  seems  a  subject  of  infinite  possibilities. 
— Yours  faithfully,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


FISHING  IN  KILLARNEY. 

Sir, — Can  any  readers  of  your  valuable  paper  tell 
me  where  the  best  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  Killaraey, 
Ireland,  in  the  month  of  July,  and  the  best  mode 
successfully  adopted  there  in  obtaining  good  sport, 
and  information  in  general  I  shall  feel  much  obliged 
for.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  faith- 
fully, G.  Clayton  Gumbrell. 


GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  would  advise  "Enquirer"  to  try 
as  a  centre  Newtown  Stewart  for  trout  and 
salmon ;  there  are  four  rivers  easily  reached,  and 
the  charges  for  fishing  are  very  moderate.  The 
first  rain  that  comes  should  bring  a  good  run  of 
sea-trout  and  salmon.  I  have  fished  these  rivers 
for  years,  and  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions  ; 
or,  if  '•  Enquirer  "  is  in  a  hurry,  if  he  uses  my  name 
and  writes  to  Mrs.  Marshall,  Abercorn  Hotel,  New- 
town Stewart,  co.  Tyrone,  she  will  send  full 
particulars. — Yours  faithfully, 

D.  L.  De  la  Cherois. 


WEEDS  IN  TROUT  LAKE. 

Dear  Sib,^ — Our  local  aneling  association  has  a 
large  sheet  of  water  (over  150  acres)  which  they  are 
desirous  of  turning  into  a  good  trout  water.  The 
average  depth  is  about  6ft.,  and  there  is  already  a 
good  stock  of  fine  trout  in  it,  but  the  great  detri- 
ment, from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  is  that  there 
is  an  immense  growth  of  weed,  of  which  I  enclose  a 
sample.  This  weed  is  so  dense  in  places  that  it  is 
hard  work  to  force  a  boat  through  it.  Our  associ- 
ation is  of  opinion  that  if  they  could  get  clear  of 
the  major  portion  of  this  weed  they  would  have  an 
ideal  trout  water,  as  there  is  an  abundance  of  food 
(especially  shrimps,  etc.),  and  the  water  being 
slightly  tidal  the  trout  already  in  are  beautifully 
conditioned  fish.  Can  you  give  us  the  name  of  this 
weed,  and  any  hints  as  to  the  best  means  of  thinning 
it  down  ?  Any  suggestions  from  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  will  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly. 

Fair  View,  Frank  T.  Clark. 

Dalton-in-Furness. 

[Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  the  pisciculturist  and 
naturalist  to  the  Carisbrooke  Angling  Association, 
has  kindly  identified  it  as  the  Fennel-leaved  pond 
weed  {Potamogeton  pectinatus).  I  fear  there  is  no 
remedy  except  to  keep  on  cutting.  Mr.  Wadham 
has  invented  a  simple  weed  cutter  which  I  hope  he 
will  describe  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  presently. — Ed.] 


EE  KENNEDY'S  ARTIFICIAL  COCH-Y- 
BONDHU. 

Dear  Sir, — -It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  know  that  we  have  Mr. 
Kennedy's  excellent  imitation  in  stock.  We  shall 
be  pleased  to  show  them  to  anvone  who  gives  us  a 
call,  or  to  send  on  approval. — Yours  faithfullv. 

A.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

137,  St.  John's-street-road,  London,  E  C. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Tlie  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co- 
operation between  its  members  in  everything  affecting  their 
interests  and  rights. 

It  also  acts  as  a  private  agency  for  letting  the  fishings  or 
sporting  rights  of  its  members  in  Norway  and  Sweden. 

As  the  members  hold  fishing  rights  upon  the  principal  Nor- 
wegian rivers,  the  Association  is  in  a  position  to  refer  persons 
desirous  of  taking  fishings  in  Norway  to  reliable  sources  of 
information. 

For  further  details,  and  for  lists  of  fishings,  <fec.,  to  be  let  by 
members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec, 
Chard,  Somerset.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE. 
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The  FlSHlsa  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Boolc- 
stalls,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHIUO  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Con  espondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
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as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
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Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisementt  must  arrive  not  later  than  ttoo  (feloek  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manaoer,  St.  Dunstan's 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


"Dry-fly  Fishing  in  Brief,"  by  P.  WiT; 

I  HAVE  arranged  with  a  good  Hampshire  dry-fly 
angler  to  give  in  the  Fishing  Qazelte  a  series  of 
articles  on  dry-fly  fishing,  which  will  begin  in  our 
Summer  Number,  next  week  (July  18),'  I  have 
read  them  with  much  interest  mysett,  and  although, 
of  course,  not  necessarily  agreeing  with  everything 
the  writer  says,  I  feel  sure  not  only  beginners  but 
all  interested  in  dry-fly  fishing  will  find  some 
useful  hints  in  a  style  of  fishing  which  is  becoming 
more  widely  practised  every  season.; 

Some  New  Angltng  Booksj 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Ew  M.-  Tod's  capital 
book,  "  Wet  Fly  Fishing,"-  which  Messrs.  Sampson 
Low  &  Go.-  published  last  month,  is  being  most 
favourably  revi»wedj  I  hope  to  refer  to  it  at 
length  in  our  Summer  Holiday  Number  next 
week.  Then  a  second  edition  is  announced  of 
Mr.  GalUchan's  excellent  guide  to  "Fishing  in 
Wales '- ;  and  now  Messrs^  Sampson  Low  &  Go. 
announce  as  nearly  ready  a  bright  little  shiUing 
book  entitled  "  Angling  Anecdotes,"  by  Mr.-  Robert 
Stanley.-  It  will  contain  many  illustrations,  and  I 
beUeve  it  will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  best  books  of 
the  kind  that  has  been  written  for  many  years, 

FisHiNQ  m  THE  Ardennes.! 

The  following  extracts  are  from  a  letter  from  an 
English  lady  angler,  visitor  to  the  Hotel  des 
Ardennes,  Diekirch,  to  one  of  our  subscribers, 
who  kindly  sends  it  to  me,  and  I  think  the 
information  may  be  useful: — ^The  hotel  here  is 


very  comfortable  and  so  cheap,  5fr;  25c;  a 
day  up  to  end  of  June ;  bath  and  afternoon 
tea,  extra.'  Nice,  kind,  homely  people;  The 
country,  too,  is  pretty,  notliing  bold  or  rugged, 
but  long  views  over  great  undulating  sweeps  of 
cultivated  land;  Any  amount  of  rivers  everywhere. 
The  hotel  fishing — there  seems  plenty  of  it;  never 
more  than  eight  rods  have  been  out  since  I  have 
been  here,  and  mostly  four  or  five,  and  twenty  miles 
of  it,  I  believe,  in  five  different  rivers;  The  dis- 
advantage is  the  distance  to  go  to  it  all — train, 
a  long  walk,  or  a  carriage,  which  adds  to  the 
expense  rather;  I  have  seen  three  trout  over  21b; 
since  I  have  been  here  (a  fortnight  next  Wednesday) ; 
several  lib.  (had  one  myself,  and  one  over  Jib.), 
and  all  along  the  line  down  to  seven  inches,  the 
fimit.  But  whether  there  are  so  many  as  they 
say,  I  am  not  sure,  as  the  highest  take  I  have 
heard  of  this  year  was  sixteen,  about  three  days 
ago,  to  one  man,  and  eight  to  another  on  the 
same  day,  and  others  six,  four,  etc.  But  now 
the  May  Fly  is  beginning;  on  Saturday  I  saw  a 
few,  and  am  just  off  for  a  few  hours;  Of  course,  I 
don't  know  what  will  be  to-day's  result.  The  air 
is  glorious,  and  of  course  we  have  had  great  heat 
ever  since  we  came,  so  the  circumstances  have 
not  been  perfect.  I  hear  some  of  the  men  say 
the  trout  are  hook-shy,  and  the  Belgians  do  a  lot 
with  worm  and  minnow. 'i 

A  New  Prawn,  Lobstek,  and  Crab  TraP; 

I  give  an  illustration  of  a  clever  new  prawn; 
lobster,  and  crab  trap  called  the  "Murray,'' 
which  is  claimed  to  be  "  the  most  effective  trap 
ever  invented  for  prawns,  crabs,  lobsters,  etc.^  and 
is  simpUcity  itself.    It  may  be  readily  taken  to 


The  "Murray"  Prawn,  Lobster,  and  Crab 
Trap  (Patent), 

pieces  for  purpose  of  i  packing;  Large  baskets  of 
prawns,  etc.,  have  been  taken  ■with  the  aid  of  a 
'  Murray  -  trap.''  When  set  the  net  is  flat  on  the 
groimd,  and  when  pulled  up  it  surrounds  the  fish 
over  it; 

It  is  from  the  new  catalogue  of  Messrs,  Carter  & 
Co.,  137,  St,  John's-street-road, 

Trout  Feeds  on  a  Pike  ! 
It  is  quite  pleasing  to  hear  from  Mr.  W;  H. 
Pearsall  that  recently  one  of  the  char  net  fisher- 
men on  Windermere  Lake  caught  a  large  trout 
with  a  smaller  fish  half  digested  in  his  mouth; 
The  smaller  fish  was  a  pike:  Trout  anglers  ought 
to  drink  that  trout's  health  and  let  him  go  again 
when  they  catch  him;  Mr;  Pearsall  tells  me  the 
weather  has  been  all  against  sport  on  Windermere, 

Anglers  who  know  Mr;  George  Forrest,  of  Kelso, 
and  his  sons  will  regret  to  hear  of  the  death 
recently  of  Mrs;  Forrest  after  a  very  trying  and 
painful  illness.  Mrs;  Forrest  was  a  most  amiable 
lady,  and  a  great  favourite  with  all  who  had  the 
pleasure  to  know  her.j 

What  Weight  were  the  Ninety-Five  Trout? 

"  Tweed  and  Tributaries. — The  annual  summer 
competition  in  connection  with  the  Hownam  and 
Border  Clubs  was  held  tmder  unfavourable  condi- 
tions,'  The  competitors  numbered  twenty;  Some 


good  baskets  were  weighed  inj  Prize  winners: — 
George  Patterson,  lUb.  loz;  (King's  Seat  Bum); 
Michael  Tumbull,  101b;  12oz.  (Cheviot  Bum);  John 
Wyllie,  91b;  5oz;  (Aulhope);  J;  Mitchell,  jun.-, 
91b.  2oz.  (Heatherhope);  James  Kerr,  81b.  15oz. 
(Coquet) ;  Jacob  Hodgson, 81b;  12oz.  (Trowupbum) ; 
James  Guthbert,  81b;  6oz;  (Kelsocleugh);  John 
Patterson,  81b.  5oz;  (Upper  Bowmont);  Thomas 
Pringle,  71b.  13oz;  (Sourhope);  John  Pender^ 
61b;  12oz.  (Bowmont).  Heaviest  dozen,  John 
Pender,  31b.;  half-dozen,  John  Little,  lib  14ozj 
A  special  prize  for  the  greatest  number  of  trout 
was  won  by  Jacob  Robson,  who  had  ninety-five 
fish.". 

A  correspondent  sends  me  the  above  cutting 
from  the  Scotsman,  and  says: — "The  ninety -five 
trout  evidently  did  not  weigh  6lbj  12oz. !  '-' 
Although  I  do  not  see  that  this  follows  from  the 
report,  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  they 
did  weigh,  and  I  would  earnestly  suggest  to  the 
committees  of  the  clubs  in  question  whether  it  is 
not  ruining  their  chances  of  future  sport  to  offer  a 
prize  for  the  greatest  number  of  trout  and  evidently 
allow  any  baby  fish  that  can  be  caught  to  be  killed 
and  counted. 


Mackay's  Anti-Midge  Lotion,  also  iiNew 

SKIN.'i 

Mr;  G;  Mi  Mackay,  50,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen; 
sells  a  very  good  and  pleasant  anti-midge  lotion, 
which  I  have  proved  to  be  effective,  and  have 
noticed  favourably  in  previous  years;  As  the 
midge  and  fly  pest  is  now  prevalent  I  am  glad  to 
mention  it  again;  The  post  free  price  per  bottle  is 
Is;  2d.  and  23.  9d;  I  always  have  a  bottle  with 
me  on  a  fishing  expedition; 

Another  very  useful  thing  to  have  with  you  is  a 
little  bottle  of  "New  Skin. '2  It  is  a  sort  of  anti- 
septic vamish,  and  I  have  proved  its  value  for 
cuts,  blisters,  and  also  gnat  bites;  I  beUeve  it 
would  be  very  useful  in  waterproofing  wings  and 
bodies  of  flies,  only  no  oil  could  be  used  afterwards; 
You  paint  a  little  on  the  skin,  and  it  dries  at  once 
and  keeps  the  air  from  it;  I  believe  it  is  a  Yankee 
invention,  and  is  now  sold  at  most  chemists; 

I  forgot  to  say  Mr;  Mackay  sends  me  copies  of 
excellent  testimonials  as  to  the  value  of  his  anti- 
midge  lotion;  A  great  point  in  its  favour  is  that 
it  is  refreshing  and  pleasant  to  use;  As  I  know 
nothing  more  annoying  than  to  be  pestered  by 
midges  I  am  glad  to  make  these  useful  things  more 
widely  known;  Some  of  the  remedies  advertised 
are  as  bad  as  the  disease; 

I  am  often  asked  if  I  can  recommend  a  steady,' 
capable  man  as  keeper  who  understands  something 
of  fish  breedingj  I  see  that  Major  Norwood,  of  the 
Wintersett  Anglers'  Club,  Snow  Hill  View,  Wake- 
field, can  recommend  a  good  manj 

The  Annual  Summer  Dinner  of  the 
piscatorlal  society^ 
Mr;  Horace  Brown^  the  vice-president  of  the 
society,  will  preside  at  the  annual  summer  dinner 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  which  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  July  25,  in  a  marquee  in  the  grounds  of 
the  club,  near  their  preserved  water  on  the  Kennett 
and  Lamboume;  It  is  always  a  very  pleasant 
affair,  and  with  Mr.  Horace  Brown  at  the  tiller  the 
Piscatorials  are  bomd  to  have  a  wet  sheet  and  a 
flowing  sea,  and  a  breezy  time  in  general 

R.  B.  Marston, 


lEELAND. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING4 
By  Augustus  Grimble, 
Author  of    The  Salmon  Rivera  of  Scotland,'!  etcj 


KILLALOE,  COUNTIES  GLARE  AND 
TIPPERARYj 
'  Here  there  is  often  good  sport  to  be  had  from  the 
comfortable  quarters  at  Ayle  Vane  House,  kept  by 
Mr.  A  M.  Grace,  who  is  also  agent  for  Mr.  J.  Odell 
Vintner,  of  Southfield,  Cambridge,  who  leases  the 
angling  above  KiUaloe  Bridge  on  the  Clare  side  from 
Major  Spaight,  and  who  usually  sublets  a  rod  in 
Jime  and  July;  Above  KiUaloe  "Bridge  the  angUng 
is  Umited  to  barely  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  while 
below  the  bridge  there  is  a  further  two  and  a  half 
miles;    The  first  fishery  met  with  is  o'«-ned  by 
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General  O'Nial,  and  is  usually  let. It  consistsTof 
about  a  mile  on  the  Glare  or  right  bank  and  holds 
four  fine  large  pools  ;  high  water  suits  it  best,  and 
salmon  are  got  from  the  openi^|g  day,  Feb.  1,  till 
the  end  pf  May;  June  and  July  are  good  for  grilse 
with  which  are  mingled  a  few  sea-trout.  Opposite 
to  this,  on  the  Tipperary  side,  is  the  Free  Water, 
which  may  be  fished  by  anyone  and  is  pretty  hard 
workedj  Above  the  bridge  is  Mr.  Vintner's  stretch, 
while  the  opposite  bank  is  owned  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Henry, 
of  Fort  Henry,  KiUaloe,  who  also  usually  lets,  while 
reserving  a  rod  for  himself  in  the  autumn.  Each 
side  is  limited  to  the  use  of  two  boats,  though  two 
rods  may  fish  from  each,  and  in  high  water  there  is 
a  little  bank  casting.  The  best  sport  here  is  usually 
in  April  and  May,  though  with  suitable  water  fish 
are  often  taken  on  the  opening  day^  June  and  July 
for  grilse. 

It  is  fortunate  that  low  water  suits  the  above 
bridge  anglings,  as  floods  are  quickly  run  off  by 
opening  the  sluice  gates  below.    The  season  of  1901 
was  good  on  this  part  of  the  Shannon,  though  not 
particularly  so  at  Gastleconnell.     On  May  8  Mr. 
J.'  G.  H.  Daniel,  on  the  Tipperary  side,  had  no  less 
than  seven  fish  weighing  1401b.,  the  largest  scaling 
301bj    On  the  same  day  Mr.  Cecil  Wray  had  two,  of 
321b.  and  SOlb; ;  Mr.  Mott,  two,  of  201b.  and  141b. ; 
Mr.'  Spurling,  one,  of  181b.  ;  and  Mr.  Buckworth 
one  of  121b.  —  thirteen  springers  for  that  day, 
weighing  2661b.'    On  the  day  prior  to  this  red-letter 
day  Mr.  SpurUng  had  one  of  401b.,  and  seven  others 
were  captured.    In  1902^the  take  on  the  Fort  Henry 
water  was  sixty-one  fish^  averaging  IS^lb.,  headed 
by  one  of  45|lb.,  and  then  followed  119' grilse,  so  it 
will  be  seen  that  sport  is  stiU  to  be  had  at  Killaloe. 
Though  the  bulk  of  the  fish  are  kiUed  by  prawn  and 
spoon,  there  are  always  some  got  by  the  fly  in  April 
and  May  ratherjthan  earlier,  and  altogether  there 
are  more  takes  to  the  fly  at  Killaloe  than  there  are 
at  Gastleconnell ;  indeed;  a  good  fisher  will  kill 
about  half  his  fish  on  the  fly,  though  the  green  hands 
who  let  their  boatmen  fish— who  fish  only  for  the  pot 
—seldom  see  a  fly;   "  Jock,".  Thunder  and  Lightning, 
and  Blue  Doctor  are  as  good  as  any.    Nets  begin 
on  Feb.  12  and  come  off  on  July  31.    The  rod  season 
is  from  Feb.  1  to  Oct.  31.    At  KiUaloe  is  the  chief 
centre  of  the  Shannon  eel  fishery  weirs.  These 
weirs  have  been  accused  of  killing  masses  of  smolts 
in  their  descent  to  the  sea,  but  in  my  humble  opinion, 
so  far  as  these  particular  weirs  are  concerned,  they 
have  been  imfairly  attacked,  as  they  do  not 
begin  to  fish  until  July  1,  by  which  date  the  bulk  of 
the  smolts  are  already  in  salt  water,  though  a  few 
late  ones  are  met  with  and  kiUed. 

In  this  respect  the  weirs  here  differ  widely  from 
those  at  Toome  Bridge  on  the  Barm,  which,  com- 
mencing to  fish  on  June  1,  do  undoubtedly  kiU  a 
vast  quantity  of  smolts.  A  gentleman  (whose  name 
has  slipped  my  memory,  and  I  have  not  my  Irish 
Fishery  Board  reports  at  hand)  who  has  rented  the 
eel  weirs  at  Killaloe  for  many  years,  stated  to  the 
Irish  Commissioners  that  the  habits  of  the  eel  are 
exactly  the  reverse  of  the  salmon ;  that  they  went 
to  the  sea  to  spawn  and  returned  to  the  river  as  kelts. 

This  assertion  is  dead  against  the  theory  of  our 
modem  scientists,  who  declare  that  eels  never  return 
from  the  sea,  and  probably  die  after  spawning.  If 
that  is  really  the  case,  then  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
eel  should  be  the  only  one  of  our  EngUsh  fishes  to 
which  the  natiaral  process  of  spawning  should  be 
immediately  fatal,  for  aU  other  fishes,  if  undisturbed, 
will  live  to  spawn  at  least  several  times.  Perhaps 
in  this  case  further  research  wiU  prove  the  scientists 
to  be  as  much  in  error  as  they  were  about  salmon 
not  feeding  in  fresh  water;  Anyway,  the  lessee  of 
the  EliUaloe  eel  weir  fishery  is  a  highly  capable 
observer,  who,  so  to  speak,  has  Uved  amongst  eels 
for  years,  and  his  assertion  that  they  returned  from 
the  sea  was,  I  beUeve,  corroborated  by  some  of  the 
fishing  men  below  Limerick; 

Any  angler  who  wishes  to  know  about  the  cost  of 
Killaloe  angling  has  only  to  write  to  Mr;  A.  M; 
Grace,  Ayle  Vane  House,  to  ensure  a  prompt  reply 
with  all  available  information; 

So  far  as  the  Shannon  is  concerned,  the  Dublin 
Castle  authorities  carry  out  with  exceptional  ruth- 
lessness  their  absurd  system  of  remitting  fines  for 
poaching;  In  1892  the  total  fines  inflicted  by  local 
magistrates  for  offences  against  the  fishery  laws  was 
£423 ;  on  appeals  these  were  remitted  to  £74  ! 
Thus  as  the  procm-ing  of  these  convictions  had  cost 
the  conservators  £134,  they  themselves  in  return 
for  their  activity  in  enforcing  the  law  were  actually 
fined  £60.  In  1893  the  fines  came  to  £791,  and  were 
remitted  to  £71  !    As  the  representations  of  the 


conservators  have  proved  unavailing,  matters  have 
come  to  a  deadlock,  and  they  have  now  informed 
the  DubUn  Castle  authorities  they  will  no  longer 
spend  the  funds  of  the  board  on  preservation; 

Practically  the  river  is  to  be  left  to  look  after 
itself.  A  nice  state  of  affairs  for  the  proprietors  and 
lessees  of  the  Gastleconnell  anglings,  but  yet  this 
seemed  the  only  course  open  to  the  conservators.) 

THE  LEE,  COUNTY  CORK.: 

There  is  no  angling  association  on  this  river,  or 
any  hotel  from  which  part  of  it  can  be  fished  by  daily 
or  weekly  payment ;  it,  however,  often  happens  that 
sections  of  it  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Haynes,  the  famous  tackle  makers,  of  Patrick-street, 
Cork,  either  for  letting  for  the  whole  spring  season 
or  to  be  offered  as  sublets  for  a  month  or  so.  As 
the  spring  angling  in  good  seasons  is  well  worth 
having,  as  is  testified  by  the  weekly  reports  of  the 
Field,  I  have  thought  it  desirable  to  include  this 
river  imder  the  heading  of  these  chapters,  for  the 
rent  asked  is  usually  moderate,  and  if  considered 
too  high,  no  one  takes  umbrage  at  the  offer  of  a 
lower  sum; 

In  speaking  of  the  spring  angling  as  "  very  good," 
I  do  not  intend  to  imply  that  an  angler  wiU  kill  an 
average  of  three  fish  a  day  for  a  month,  but  it  is 
comparatively  good,  and  anyone  may  expect  to 
average  nearly  a  fish  a  day  in  a  month's  anghng  on 
the  Lee; 

Some  twelve  miles  from  its  source  in  the  small 
lough  of  Gouganebarra,  amidst  the  wild  hills  of  the 
Kerry  border,  it  opens  out  into  the  narrow  lake 
of  AUua  or  Inchiegiehla;  From  thence  to  where  the 
Sullane  tributary  joins  close  to  Macroom  is  a  further 
fifteen  miles,  and  from  there  to  BalhncoUig,  of 
cavalry  barrack  and  powder  mill  fame,  is  about  a 
like  distance.  Five  miles  further  on  it  divides  into 
two  streams,  as  it  winds  its  way  through  the  city  of 
bacon,  blarney,  and  butter. 

Poaching  above  and  below  Cork  and  want  of 
sufficient  preservation  funds  alone  prevent  the  Lee 
from  ranMng  as  one  of  the  best  rod  rivers  in  the 
kingdom;  There  are  fully  200  miles  of  fresh  water, 
seven  miles  of  tidal,  and  thirty  miles  of  Cork  Harbour 
to  be  protected,  all  of  which  has  to  be  done  on  an 
average  income  of  about  £300  per  annum  !  For- 
merly the  fishermen  of  the  tidal  waters  below  Cork 
submitted  to  a  voluntary  tax,  the  proceeds  of  which 
was  used  in  keeping  a  steam  launch  worked  by  water 
baihffs  to  suppress  the  illegal  drift  nets  worked 
nearer  to  the  sea  by  the  poachers  of  Rathcoursey. 
In  1890  these  drift  nets  were  declared  iUegal,  but 
as  their  users  soon  saw  that  the  conservators  had 
not  force  enough  to  prevent  them,  they  set  the  law 
at  defiance  and  continued  to  fish;  No  sooner  did 
the  launch  get  to  work  in  1892  than  Mr.  E.  T. 
Brennan,  the  plucky  and  energetic  clerk  to  the  board, 
captured  in  the  four  following  years  no  less  than  251 
of  them,  some  of  which  were  over  800  yards  long. 
In  1897  his  "  bag '-  was  reduced  to  fourteen  nets, 
and  then  in  1898  the  Rathcoursey  men,  finding 
themselves  about  to  be  beaten,  attacked  the  launch 
with  about  a  dozen  boats,  and  disarming  the  bailiffs, 
they  ran  her  on  to  the  rocks  and  so  put  her 
out  of  action  for  a  long  time.  This  reads  more  Hke 
a  story  of  1598  than  1898,  and  it  is  the  more  extra- 
ordinary as  this  Uttle  naval  engagement  took  place 
in  broad  dayUght  within  half  a  mile  of  the  coast- 
guard station  at  East  Ferry. 

Eventually  the  poachers  were  beaten,  but  it  may 
be  assumed  that  they  lost  at  least  one  thousand 
poimds  worth  of  nets  before  they  were  defeated, 
a  proof  positive  that  this  illegal  netting  was  highly 
profitable.: 

(To  be  continued,] 


MAY  FLY  EXPEKIENCES,  1903. 

Knowing  there  is  a  rise  of  May  Ply  in  a  small  local 
reservoir  I  determined  to  keep  a  good  look-out  for 
it  this  season; 

On  May  26  1  saw  several,  and  on  Wednesday, 
June  10,  they  were  plentiful,  but  not  a  fish  rising  at 
them;  On  the  latter  date  I  got  on  small  flies,  fishing 
from  4.30  to  7.30  p.m.,  two  nice  trout,  lOoz.  and 
12oz.i  notwithstanding  the  bright  sun  and  gusty 
north-east  wind; 

The  following  Monday,  June  15, 1  again  took  out 
my  rod,  putting  on  about  3  p.m.  the  usual  small 
flies  to  commence  with,  the  wind  being  east  to 
north-east,  and  very  variable  in  strength. 
After  a  few  casts  I  saw  a  nice  fish  take  a  If  May  i| 


just''.in  front  of  me,  and  casting  over  the  ring,  rose,- 
hooked,  and  landed  a  pretty  |-pounder.  At  last 
they  were  rising  to  the  "  May."-  The  wind  being 
on  shore  and  trees  immediately  behind  me,  I  could 
not  possibly  get  on  a  floater,  so  put  up  a  fine  drawn 
cast  and  a  Spent  Gnat,  and  got  a  second  fish  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  first. 

Going  round  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  reservoir, 
which  the  wind  scarcely  touched,  being  wooded  down 
to  the  water's  edge,  and  consequently  very  difficult 
to  fish,  necessitating  kneeUng,  creeping,  and  squirm- 
ing with  occasionally  one  foot  in  the  water  to  pass 
some  obtruding  tree,  I  saw  a  bonny  "  pounder  " 
come  and  look  at  my  Gnat,  and  retire  again  into  the 
depths;  There  was  no  need  to  make  a  note  of  the 
spot.  I  had  known  his  haunt  for  some  weeks. 
Getting  into  rather  more  "  open  country  -'  I  put  up 
a  "  floater,"-  and  (it  must  have  been  a  sort  of  reaction 
after  the  cramped  positions  I  had  been  in  for  some 
time)  rose  a  fish  the  very  first  cast ;  a  swirl  and  a 
strike,  with  the  inevitable  result — a  smash,  and  fly 
and  half  cast  gone  in  a  good  fish. 

Putting  on  a  fresh  cast  and  fly  I  was  soon  into  a 
pounder,  which  was  safely  landed. 

A  few  yards  further  on  I  knew  there  should  be  a 
good  fish,  having  risen  him  just  at  dusk  about  a 
fortnight  ago.  So  drying  the  fly  most  carefully, 
I  sent  it  saihng  forward,  and  it  dropped  perfectly  ; 
a  wait  of  several  seconds  (I  was  beginning  to  think  he 
was  not  at  home),  and  there  was  a  plunge,  and  I  was 
fast.  Thirty  yards  of  fine  were  soon  out,  as  he  evi- 
dently intended  visiting  some  friend  across  the 
reservoir.  However,  after  ten  minutes'  good  sport, 
I  landed  him,  and  a  beauty  he  was,  yellow  as  a 
guinea,  weighing  lib.  lOoz.,  and  measuring  barely 
16in.  over  aU. 

A  few  minutes  later  I  lost  another  fly — and  fish — 
in  rather  a  curious  fashion.  Coming  to  a  very 
awkward  spot  I  shortened  fine,  and  was  studying 
how  best  to  get  past  a  projecting  tree,  when  I  heard 
a  splash,  and  before  I  knew  what  had  happened 
my  fiy  had  gone.  The  fish  had  risen,  in  calmer 
water,  within  three  yards  of  where  I  stood. 

I  next  harked  back  to  the  feUow  who  had  turned 
his  nose  away  from  my  Spent  Gnat,  and  at  the 
second  cast  up  he  came  in  splendid  style,  and  after 
a  good  fight  was  landed,  just  lib.  weight;  The 
result  of  the  two  hours'  fishing  was  six  fish,  weighing 
just  under  5lb.  ;  also  two  good  fish  lost  (and  two 
flies.)  This  in  a  small  reservoir  where  the  average 
take  per  rod  per  day  for  the  last  three  years  has 
not  reached  |^lb. 

The  following  day  I  went  again  to  the  same  place, 
and  fishing  (from  2  to  4  p.m.)  a  dark  "  May  "  of  my 
own  tying  creeled  five  good  trout,  including  two 
"  pounders."' 

The  flies  I  got  from  James  Ogden,  which  floated 
beautifully,  are  much  fighter  in  colour  than  our  local 
ones,  no  doubt  owing  to  some  difference  in  their 
hatching-ground. 

I  paid  a  third  visit,  this  time  there  was  no  lack 
of  fly,  some  large,  some  small,  all  dark,  and  some 
almost  black,  hundreds  of  them  floating  on  the 
water,  but  not  a  fish  rising.  I  got  one  poorly-fed 
fish  on  the  Spent  Gnat,  fishing  for  two  hours.  Thus 
ended  my  May  Fly  season  of  1903,  and  my  Umbs 
ache  still  with  the  uncanny  positions  Iwas  obUged  to 
put  myself  into  ;  yet  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  it  all — 
had  the  fish  been  easy  to  catch  the  pleasure  had  not 
been  half  so  great;  H,  S,  G^ 


BUSTAED  FISHING. 

Bustard  fishing  has  commenced  on  the  Eden, 
and  one  gentleman  had  splendid  sport  below 
Appleby;  He  killed  over  two  hundred  trout  in  ten 
days,  many  of  them  up  to  lib.  weight.  You  go  out 
at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  and  fish  until  dayhght,  and 
after  a  blazing  hot  day  in  June  or  July  most  delight- 
ful sport  it  is.  During  the  heat  of  the  day  you  rest, 
have  a  good  dinner  about  seven  o'clock,  and  then 
wander  down  to  the  river.  You  commence  with 
small  fiy  and  continue  until,  say,  ten  o'clock,  when 
it  is  time  to  mount  your  bustards.  You  use  a 
couple,  say  a  white  and  a  brown  one,  or  a  yellow 
and  a  red  one,  mounted  on  a  strong  cast.  Fine  gut 
is  a  waste  of  time  in  this  sort  of  fishing,  for  you 
cannot  afford  to  let  your  fish  run  about  much  in 
the  dark; 

Select  a  likely  stretch  of  water  while  it  is  fight,  and 
stick  to  it  all  the  night.  A  long  flat  about  18in; 
deep  is  best,  and  if  it  runs  deeper  on  the  far  side  and 
shallows  off  on  to  a  gravel  bed  at  the  side  that  you 
are  wading,  so  mueE  the  better;   Do  not  use  too 
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long  a  line,  or  you  may  get  hung  up  on  the  far  side.- 
When  you  get  a  rise  you  may  hear  a  splash,  or  you 
may  only  feel  a  tug  as  though  a  weight  had  been 
hung  on  to  the  end  of  your  rod.  Then  make  for  the 
grave!  bed,  and  pull  the  fish  out  on  to  it  as  soon  as 
possible.  A  net  is  of  very  little  use,  and  you 
cannot  see  where  your  fish  is  in  the  water. 

The  Eden  local  anglers  are  great  experts  at  this 
game,  and  it  was  the  "  king  "  of  them,  "  Dickie  " 
Routledge,  of  Carlisle,  who  taught  me.  Formerly 
they  used  to  tip  the  bend  of  the  hook  with  a  maggot 
or  two.  But  Routledge  invented  a  tag  of  white 
leather  as  a  substitute,  and  so  the  Eden  bustards 
are  tied  to-day.  One  last  word  of  advice;  Before 
going  out,  make  up  three  or  four  casts  and  put  them 
in  an  envelope  in  your  pocket,  for  it  is  impossible  to 
repair  damages  in  the  dark,  and  a  break  frequently 
occurs  in  this  class  of  sport. 

It  is  rather  an  "  eerie  "  feeling  to  be  on  the  river 
in  the  dead  of  night.  The  only  sounds  that  greet 
your  ear  are  the  murmur  of  the  river  as  it  ripples 
over  its  gravelly  bed,  the  occasional  splash  of  a 
feeding  fish,  the  hoarse  croak  of  the  night-jar,  or 
the  hooting  of  the  owls  in  an  adjoining  wood. 
Beyond  this,  all  nature  is  hushed  to  rest,  and  you 
are  virtually  monarch  of  all  you  survey.  I  have 
killed  as  much  as  121b.  of  trout  in  a  night's  fishing, 
and  I  have  known  Routledge  make  heavier  baskets 
still. 

I  am  no  faddist  in  matters  relative  to  fishing;  ^ 
do  not  care  a  brass  farthing  whether  the  eye  of  a 
hook  is  turned  up  or  down,  or  whether  my  rod  is 
made  of  greenheart  or  built  cane.  All  I  want  is  to 
catch  fish,  and  so  long  as  I  can  do  that  with  the 
tackle  that  I  have  used  since  boyhood — well,  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  do  not  intend  to  change. 
As  the  late  George  Selwyn  Marryat  used  to  remark 
with  a  quiet  smile,  "  It  is  not  the  fly  but  the  driver 
that  catches  the  fish.'' 

Halcyon  in  WeeUy  Leeds  Mercury; 


SCENTED  BAITS  EOR  FISH. 


To  suppose  that  fish  are  not  affected  either  one 
way  or  the  other  by  the  scent  or  smell  of  their  food 
is,  in  my  experience,  a  great  mistake,  as  I  have  often 
proved  the  contrary.  From  recent  experience  in 
spinning  for  trout  with  minnows  preserved  in  for- 
maUn  I  am  sure  that  trout  do  not  hke  it.  They  will 
rarely  come  more  than  once  at  a  formaUned  bait — if 
I  may  use  the  term — when  they  will  come  repeatedly 
at  a  salted  or  fresh  minnow.  For  this  reason  I 
think  it  would  be  well  to  put  formalined  baits  in 
salt  for  a  short  time  before  use.  Walton  250  years 
ago  pointed  out  how  fond  trout  were  of  a  salted 
minnow.  The  drawback  is  that  it  shrivels  the 
baits  up  so.  The  formahn  minnows  keep  their 
shape  and  are  wonderfully  tough,  but  lose  their 
brightness. 

As  regards  other  fish,  I  think  all 'who  use  pastes 
and  ground  baits  would  do  well  to  give  the  special 
preparations  sold  by  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Green, 
Ltd.,  of  Phcsnix  Mills,  Farm-street,  Birmingham,  a 
trial;  They  are  very  cheap,  and  include  Freeman's 
Composite  Ground  Bait.  It  is  claimed  that  this 
attracts  but  does  not  gorge  the  fish.  The  "  King- 
fisher "  Bait  is  a  coloured  and  fiavoured  powder  for 
making  paste  for  roach,  chub,  etc.  The  Rhodian 
Oil  I  have  never  tried,  but  great  claims  are  made  for 
it.  The  only  scent  I  ever  tried  with  paste  for 
roach  was  oil  of  aniseed  when  I  was  a  small  boy, 
but  not  with  much  success  ;  probably  I  used  too 
much.  In  any  case,  the  great  thing  with  baits  is  to 
have  them  sweet  and  clean,  whether  scented  or  not. 
I  have  proved  that  a  drop  or  two  of  oil  of  tar  added 
to  the  ground  bait  will  bring  tench  together.  Messrs. 
Freeman  and  Green  are  large  manufacturers  of 
seeds,  spices,  drugs  and  chemicals,  and  condiments 
for  horses,  cattle,  etc.,  and  the  quaUty  of  their  goods 
may  be  rehed  on.  R.  B.  M. 


In  the  Press  (beady  shortly). — "Angling 
Anecdotes,''  by  Robert  Stanley;  Published  by 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd.^  St; 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.,  price  Is.  This 
little  book  consists  of  nearly  200  pages,  and  is 
profusely  illustrated.  There  are  twenty-three 
entirely  original  articles,  breezily  written,  any  one 
of  which  will  while  a  pleasant  hour  away,  either  in 
the  smoking-room,  by  the  waterside,  or  in  the 
railway  carriage; 


TO  ERIN'S  ISLE. 


Last  year  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Aug.  23,  30^ 
and  Sept.  6,  under  the  above  title,  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  recording  certain  views  and  impressions  gained 
by  a  visit  to  a  few  places  in  the  Emerald  Isle.  That 
my  efforts  to  convey  those  views  and  impressions 
to  others  were  not  wasted  is  very  gratifying,  and  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  later  on  that  a  good 
many  profited  by  the  little  hints  as  to  locality,  etc. 
I  then  endeavoured  to  convey.    There  is,  however, 
another  side  to  the  picture,  which  was  not  at  the 
time  quite  so  pleasant  for  myself.    The  amount  of 
correspondence  I  received  on  the  subject  speaks 
volumes  for  the  popularity  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  as 
a  means  of  obtaining  the  much-desired  information 
of  where  to  go  for  some  good  fishing.    This  I  am 
not  complaining  of.    It  had  also  another  effect — 
that  of  causing  the  hotels  to  be  so  crowded  that  we 
ourselves  had  to  be  content  with  the  obscurity  of 
private  lodgings.    I  was  told  on  my  arrival  that  the 
town  had  never  had  so  many  anglers  in  it  at  one 
time  before,  all  of  which  must  be  very  pleasant  for 
everyone  concerned,  except  those  unfortunate  indi- 
viduals who  were  condemned  to  search  all  over  the 
town  in  quest  of  somewhere  to  put  up;    These  few 
remarks  are  intended,  not  as  a  complaint,  but  more 
as  an  apology  for  any  details  as  to  locality  which  I 
may  find  it  necessary  to  withhold,  at  any  rate  for 
the  present ;  and  now,  having  made  this  digression, 
I  will  endeavour  to  give  some  idea  of  how  we  found 
the  fishing  on  Lough  Mask  and  any  new  impressions 
gained  which  may  be  of  service  to  future  visitors. 
First  of  all,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  give  some  few 
details  as  to  the  route.    It  may  not  be  known  to  all 
intending  visitors  to  Ireland  that  they  can  get  all 
the  information  they  want  as  to  route,  times  of 
trains,  fares,  etc.,  at  the  Irish  Railways  Office,  2, 
Charing  Cross,    To  get  to  Ballinrobe,  which  is  the 
station  from  which  to  fish  the  portion  of  Lough 
Mask  I  am  writing  about,  it  is  best  to  take  the  8.45 
p.m.  from  Euston  and  book  to  Claremorris;  This 
train  gets  to  Holyhead  about  2  a.m.  ;   thence  by 
steamer  to  Kingstown,  which  is  reached  shortly 
after  5.30  ;  train  to  Dublin  (Broadstone),  arriving 
about  6  a.m.    Here  we  have  about  an  hour  to  wait, 
which  may  be  profitably  spent  in  getting  breakfast. 
The  train  for  Claremorris  leaves  at  7  a.m.  (Midland 
Great  Western  Co.),  and  arrives  at  Claremorris  a 
httle  before  11  a.m.  ;  thence  by  loop-Une  to  Ballin 
robe,  for  which  you  will  require  to  take  a  single 
ticket,  arriving  at  11.40  or  thereabouts.    If  not  too 
tired,  you  can  have  a  car  and  drive  to  the  lake,  and 
be  fishing  before  1  p.m.    By  this  means  you  save 
half  a  day's  fishing,  but  lose  the  charming  views  of 
the  Welsh  scenery  through  which  the  train  passes. 
If  time  is  not  studied,  I  would  certainly  advise 
taking  the  8.30  a.m.  from  Euston,  so  as  to  get  the 
full  benefit  of  the  grand  scenery ;   but  this  will 
necessitate  a  break  of  journey  somewhere — Dublin, 
for  preference — for  you  cannot  get  through  to 
BalUnrobe  the  same  day.    This  means  breaking 
into  a  day  and  a  half  of  your  fishing  time  instead  of 
half  a  day.    On  the  occasion  under  notice,  in 
response  to  an  invitation  from  my  companion  of 
last  year,  who  had  preceded  me  by  about  ten  days, 
I  left  Euston  by  the  above-named  8.45  p.ms  Travel- 
ling a  distance  of  this  kind  by  oneself  is  not  the  sort 
of  thing  which  particularly  appeals  to  me,  and  I 
certainly  did  not  look  forward  to  the  journey  with 
pleasurable  feeUngs  ;  but  I  soon  managed  to  find 
for  traveUing  companions  some  genial  spirits,  and 
together  we  whiled  away  the  time  as  best  we  could, 
and  I  found  the  long  journey  not  half  so  mono- 
tonous as  I  had  expected.    On  arrival,  in  answer  to 
my  friend's  inquiry  as  to  whether  I  would  go  out 
that  day,  I  replied  that  I  certainly  would,  for  I  had 
been  conjuring  up  visions  of  some  of  the  big  game 
trout  which  I  hoped  to  make  the  acquaintance  of. 
The  car  was  soon  at  the  door,  and  we  were  on  our 
way  to  the  scene  of  former  triumphs,  and  I  at  any 
rate  in  high  hope  of  repeating  them  ;  but  I  soon 
learnt  that  the  fishing  was  not  so  good  as  last  year, 
and  this  was  put  down  to  various  causes,  chief 
among  them  being  that  the  water  in  the  Lough  was 
too  high  (it  had  not  subsided  from  the  heavy  rains 
xperienced  in  the  spring),  and  that  the  weather  was 
too  bright  and  insufficient  wind. 

The  complaint  seemed  to  be,  not  so  much  lack  of 
fish,  but  that  they  did  not  run  so  large,  and  cer- 
tainly the  fortnight  during  which  I  kept  a  strict 
account  of  the  number  of  fish  taken  I  must  say  the 
result  was  rather  surprising  in  view  of  last  season — 


the  number  of  fiah  returned  in  comparison  to  those 
kept;  Wo  had  three  or  four  fish  during  our  stay 
larger  than  any  we  caught  last  year,  but,  taken 
altogether,  the  average  of  size  was  not  maintained. 
During  our  drive  to  the  lake,  and  when  close  there, 
my  friend  pointed  out  the  nest  of  a  golden  plover 
with  three  eggs  in  it,  built  on  the  roadside,  and  cer- 
tainly not  a  foot  away  from  the  rut  made  by  the 
wheels  of  vehicles  going  that  road,  and  day  after 
day  we  watched  for  the  hatching  of  those  eggs,  and 
at  length  about  a  week  after  we  saw  the  young 
birds  dead  in  the  nest  and  quite  flattened  out  as  if 
they  had  been  trodden  on.  Several  theories  were 
advanced  to  account  for  this,  but  none  which 
seemed  to  my  mind  feasible,  and  as  we  afterwards 
found  hundreds  of  young  gulls  on  two  islands  in 
different  parts  of  the  lake  also  dead  and  presenting 
the  same  flattened  appearance,  I  should  much  like 
to  know  if  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
can  throw  any  light  on  this  matter; 

Soon  we  come  to  the  boatman's  house,  which  is 
right  on  the  lake-side,  and  there  all  is  in  readiness, 
so  we  embark  to  try  what  luck  is  in  store  for  us. 
Recollections  of  last  year  dawn  upon  one  as  familiar 
objects  come  in  view,  and  this  reminds  me  to  put  on 
the  cast  of  flies  which  proved  so  kiUing  before,  not- 
withstanding my  companion's  (whom  I  will  call  H.) 
remai'k  that  he  had  tried  them,  and  they  were  no 
good  at  all.  I  fish  on,  but  find  myself  gradually 
losing  faith  in  my  old  favourites,  until  at  length  I 
decide  to  change  to  another  cast.  The  first  cast 
were  aU  hackled  flies  ;  this  time  I  try  all  winged 
flies,  and  soon  have  a  rise  at  the  tail  fly,  which  is 
the  old  standard  Claret  and  Mallard,  size  10 
Limerick;  Before  I  go  any  further  I  would  Uke  to 
say  that  "  Hi  Regan,"  in  his  excellent  book, "  How 
and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland,'-  page  18,  makes, 
amongst  others,  the  following  sweeping  statement 
when  speaking  of  fly-fishing  for  trout :  "  Irish  fish 
take  winged  flies  only."-  During  the  first  two  weeks 
of  this  year  it  was  practically  correct,  but  later  on. 
as  last  year,  we  found  flies  of  the  Pennell  style  take 
more  fish  than  all  the  winged  patterns  put  together; 
There  is  one  fault,  and  a  great  one,  about  the  dress- 
ing of  these  flies  as  usually  tied,  for  this  lake  at 
any  rate  :  they  are  dressed  with  stiff  cocks'  hackles  ; 
these  when  drawn  through  the  water  make  too 
much  wake;  To  remedy  tliis  I  took  off  the  stiff 
hackles  and  substituted  soft  hen  hackles,  and  this 
seemed  to  solve  the  problem  to  a  great  extent,  but 
not  wholly,  for  some  days  they  did  not  kill  any 
better,  but  on  others  the  fish  took  them  readily; 
During  the  afternoon  our  total  catch  was  six  trout, 
three  of  which  of  about  half  a  pound  each  we 
returned;  the  others  would  probably  weigh  four 
poimds — not  a  very  good  beginning  ;  but  the  after- 
noon was  very  bright,  with  httle  wind;  H;  told  me 
that  the  week  preceding  had  been  very  boisterous 
and  dull,  which  is  typical  fishing  weather  for  Lough 
Mask,  but  that  notwithstanding  this  the  fish  did 
not  take  well,  although  he  had  some  good  individual 

leS; 

The  next  day  being  Sunday,  I  have  to  go  out  by 
myself,  as  H.  does  not  fish  on  that  day  as  a  rule, 
unless  the  weather  happens  to  be  very  promising.  I 
wiU  endeavour  later  on  to  indicate  some  of  the  most 
Ukely  places  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not 
know  the  lake  ;  but  it  is  a  safer  plan  to  leave  this  to 
your  boatman  if  you  have  one  of  those  who  have 
been  brought  up  on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  as  many 
of  them  have.  There  are  two  shops  in  Ballinrobe 
where  flies  can  be  obtained,  but  they  are  for  the 
most  part  much  too  large,  and  except  in  a  gale  of 
wind,  when  a  No.  6  or  7  Limerick  may  be  used,  we 
found  that  10  or  11  was  the  most  taking  size.  My 
take  on  Sunday  totalled  seven  ;  five  retained  and 
two  returned  ;  largest  fish  just  under  21b; 

The  weather  seemed  now  to  have  fairly  set  in  hot 
and  bright,  and  did  not  bode  good  for  fishing,  so  on 
most  days  wc  did  not  go  out  until  midday  or  after; 
Monday's  take  was  ten  fish  and  three  returned,  the 
fish  kept  averaging  a  Uttle  over  a  pound.  Tuesday, 
although  there  was  a  fight  northerly  wind  and  no 
clouds,  we  had  the  only  blank  day  during  our  stay, 
for  although  we  got  five  fish  they  none  of  them 
would  go  over  half  a  pound,  and  these  were  duly 
returned.  I  found  on  comparing  notes  with  last 
year  that  our  best  days  throughout  were  had  when 
the  wind  was  strong,  or  fairly  strong,  from  the  X.W; 
As  the  reefs  in  the  open  water  at  this  end  of  the  lake 
run  as  nearly  N.W.  and  S.E.  as  possible,  this  would 
at  first  sight  appear  to  be  the  reason,  but  we  so 
seldom  fished  the  open  water,  mostly  confining 
ourselves  to  the  bays,  that  I  think  some  other  reason 
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must  be  assigned  for  the  fish  taking  better  with  this 
wind. 

While  on  the  subject  of  the  size  of  fish,  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  those  who  fish  the  lake  do  not 
return  all  the  fish  of  ^Ib.  or  under,  as  they  can  be 
no  earthly  good  to  anyone  either  for  show  or  edible 
purposes.  Personally,  if  by  any  oversight  small 
fish  should  be  kept,  I  always  feel  ashamed  of  any- 
one seeing  them,  and  the  amount  of  harm  done  to 
a  grand  lake  such  as  this  is  by  all  captured  fish  being 
retained  must  amount  to  a  great  deal  in  the  course 
of  the  season.  No  wonder  some  of  those  who  take 
a  keen  interest  in  the  preservation  of  this  and  the 
adjoining  Lough  Corrib  feel  disheartened  when  so- 
called  anglers  keep  everything  they  catch.  I 
should  Uke  to  see  the  society  which  is  in  existence 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  these  lakes  fix  a 
standard  size,  below  which  no  fish  may  be  retained, 
as  on  Loch  Leven,  for  instance  ;  but  I  am  afraid 
that  some  of  the  hotel-keepers  on  certain  parts  of 
the  lake  are  too  anxious  to  see  their  visitors  credited 
with  numbers  of  fish  to  take  any  initiative  in  this 
matter,  although  some  of  them  are  members  of  the 
society. 

This  protest  is  forced  from  me  by  certain  reports  I 
read  of  catches  made,  and  on  inquiry  from  the  boat- 
man with  whom  the  parties  mentioned  had  been 
fishing  I  found  on  more  than  one  occasion  that  the 
largest  fish  in  the  catch  was  well  under  a  pound. 
Of  course  in  lake  fishing  we  cannot  help  catching 
small  fish,  but  we  can  help  keeping  them. 

The  two  next  days  were  poor,  there  being  too 
much  sun  and  too  Uttle  wind.  The  total  result  of 
those  days  was  sixteen  fish,  six  of  which  were  re- 
turned. Friday  promised  better,  as  there  was  a 
strong  northerly  wind,  and  this  blowing  out  of  the 
bays,  and  with  plenty  of  clouds,  seemed  to  augur  well. 
It  is  a  singular  fact  that  whereas  on  most  lochs  the 
wind  blowing  into  the  bays  is  considered  best,  we 
invariably  found  it  just  the  reverse.  There  is  one 
very  notable  exception  to  this  which  I  will  mention 
later.  Our  catch  totalled  twenty-one  fish  this  day, 
of  which  nine  were  returned  ;  largest  fish  just  under 
31b.  and  two  others  over  21b.  each.  The  best  flies 
this  day  were  Dark  Olive  and  Mallard  and  Claret 
and  Mallard.  E.  F,  Goodwin, 

{To  be  continued.) 


NOTES  ON  THE  LIDDLE. 


The  Liddle,  both  in  regard  to  historic  and 
romantic  associations,  and  also  as  a  fishing  stream, 
is  scarcely  inferior  to  the  more  widely  known 
Border  Esk.  Rising  within  hail  of  the  range  of 
the  Cheviot  hills,  it  flows  through  a  fascinating 
valley  teeming  with  Border  lore  until  it  joins  the 
Esk  at  Canonbie  Lea  and  forms  the  Double  Water. 

Over  and  over  again  ye  Editor  o'  ye  Fishing 
Gazette  has  dinned  into  my  unwilling  lug  his 
opinion  that  if  readers  do  not  know  the  character- 
istics of  the  Esk  and  its  numerous  attractive 
surroundings,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  present 
scribe.     Up  to  the  present  I  have  not  been  so 
particularly  copious  in  relation  to  the  Liddle  as  I 
may  possibly  have  been  with  regard  to  the  com- 
panion river,  and  those  who  know  the  Liddle  well 
are  simply  full  of  wonderment  at  its  neglect.  Up 
to  recent  years  Liddesdale  was  quite  an  unexplored 
district.    John  Gibson  Lockhart,  the  biographer  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  tells  us  that  when  Scott  made  a 
7-aid,  as  he  called  it,  into  Liddesdale,  with  Mr. 
Shortreed,  Sheriff-Substitute  of  Roxburgh,  as  his 
guide,  exploring  every  rivulet  to  its  source,  and 
every  ruined  peel  from  foundation  to  battlement, 
about  a  century  ago,  no  wheeled  carriage  had  ever 
been  seen  before  in  that  division  of  the  debatable 
land.    The  first,  indeed,  was  a  gig,  driven  by  Scott 
himself  for  a  part  of  his  way  when  on  the  last  of 
his  raids  on  the  Border;    There  was  no  inn  or 
public -house  of  any  kind  in  the  whole  valley. 
The  travellers  passed  from  the  shepherd's  hut  to 
the  minister's  manse,  and  again  from  the  cheerful 
hospitaUty  of  the  manse  to  the  rough  and  jolly 
welcome  of  the  homestead.    "Scott  was  makin' 
himsell  a'  the  time,'-  said  Mr,  Shortreed,  *'  but  he 
didna  ken,  mebbe.'- 

On  reaching  Milbumflat  one  evening,  the  home 
of  WilUe  Elliot,  who,  according  to  Mr.  Shortreed. 
was  the  great  original  of  Dandie  Dinmont,  they 
found  a  kindly  reception  as  usual,  but  to  their 
agreeable  surprise,  after  some  days  of  hard  living, 
a  measured  and  orderly  hospitality  as  regards 
liquor.    Soon  after  supper,  at  which  a  bottle  of 


elderberry  wine  alone  had  been  produced,  a  young 
student  of  divinity,  who  happened  to  be  in  the 
house,  was  called  upon  to  take  the  "  big  ha'  Bible,' ' 
in  the  good  old  fashion  of  "Burns'  Saturday  Nigh  t,"- 
and  some  progress  had  already  been  made  in  the 
service  when  the  goodman  of  the  farm,  whose 
"  tendency  was  soporific,"  scandalised  his  wife  and 
the  dominie  by  starting  suddenly  from  his  knees 
and  rubbing  his  eyes,  with  a  stentorian  exclamation 

of,  "  By   ,  here's  the  keg  at  last '-'  ;  and  in 

tumbled,  as  he  spoke  the  word,  a  couple  of  sturdy 
herdsmen,  whom,  on  hearing  a  day  before  of  Scott's 
approaching  visit,  he  had  despatched  to  a  certain 
smugglers'  haunt,  at  some  considerable  distance,  in 
quest  of  a  supply  of  run  brandy  from  the  Solway 
Frith;  The  pious  "exercise"-  of  the  household  was 
hopelessly  interrupted;  With  a  thousand  apologies 
for  his  hitherto  shabby  entertainment,  this  jolly 
Elliot  of  the  wilderness  had  the  welcome  keg 
mounted  on  the  table  without  a  moment's  delay, 
and  gentle  and  simple,  not  forgetting  the  dominie, 
continued  carousing  about  it  until  daylight  streamed 
in  upon  the  party.  Sir  Walter  Scott  seldom  failed, 
when  he  foregathered  with  Mr.  Shortreed,  to  mimic, 
with  infinite  humour,  the  sudden  outburst  of  his 
old  host  on  hearing  the  clatter  of  horses'  feet, 
which  he  knew  to  indicate  the  arrival  of  the  keg — 
the  consternation  of  the  dame — an'd  the  rueful 
despair  with  which  the  young  clergyman  closed 
the  book. 

Without  doubt  Liddesdale  has  advanced  with 
the  march  of  times,  yet  the  same  kindly  hospitality 
is  to  be  found  to-day  "a'  doon  the  watter"  which 
existed  at  the  period  of  the  immortal  Wizard's 
visit  some  100  years  ago. 

Some  ten  miles  north  of  the  village  of  New- 
castleton  the  Liddle  takes  its  rise  in  a  vast  bog, 
which  is  called  the  Dead  Water.  This  river  has  not 
so  many  feeders  as  the  Esk,  its  principal  tributaries 
being  the  Hermitage  water,  Tweeden,  Tinnis,  Black- 
burn, Kershope,  Archer  Beck,  and  a  few  burns  of 
little  note. 

Well  do  I  remember  the  occasion  of  my  last  visit 
to  the  Liddle  in  the  company  of  John  Glen,  who 
knows  every  nook  and  crevice  in  that  famous 
angling  river.  Soon  after  sunrise  on  a  glorious 
July  morning  we  found  ourselves,  after  leaving  Bid- 
dings, at  the  close  of  a  pleasant  walk  at  the  favourite 
picnicking  haunt,  Penton  Linns,  the  most  charming 
spot  on  the  Liddle.  Forsaking  the  bed  of  the  river 
at  the  "Double  Pot,"  a  narrow  deep  pool  hemmed 
in  by  stupendous  rocks  on  both  sides  of  the  water, 
we  take  the  path  along  the  top  of  the  precipitous 
limestone  cliffs,  through  which  the  river  here  runs, 
until  we  are  in  sight  of  Penton  Bridge,  a  truly  lovely 
prospect.  During  our  walk  we  pass  several  good 
casts,  some  of  them  difficult  of  access  and  the  wading 
somewhat  dangerous,  a  thing  to  be  kept  in  mind  by 
strangers  visiting  the  Liddle  on  fishing  bent.  The 
bottom  of  the  river,  some  distance  below  the  Linns, 
being  of  limestone  is  spUt  into  deep  holes,  and  the 
angler  while  thinking  that  he  is  stepping  into  shallow 
water  sometimes  finds  himself  plump  up  to  the 
middle.  The  splendid  beauty  of  the  walk  repays 
the  want  of  sport,  as  neither  of  us  had  creeled  much 
to  boast  of.  The  Liddle  at  this  point  flows  through 
grandly  wooded  heights,  and  surges  and  leaps  froth- 
ing over  many  crags  and  precipices  ;  indeed,  the 
scene  is  one  of  almost  indescribable  beauty.  Taking 
a  look  at  the  upper  valley  of  the  Liddle  into  the 
territory  of  the  old  Border  Reivers,  immediately  in 
front  of  us  is  Nichol  Forest,  Kershope  and  Hermit- 
age, and  away  in  the  distance  can  be  seen  the  lofty 
peaks  of  Whitrop,  the  Nine-stane-rig,  and  the 
heights  of  the  Cheviot  Hills,  while  nearer  at  hand 
stands  Caraby  Hill,  where  once  upon  a  time  Sir 
John  Carey  encamped  with  his  merry  men  while  he 
quelled  the  Mosstroopers  of  Liddesdale.  Fishing  in 
the  Bridge  Pool,  Penton  Mill  stream,  and  Cow  Ugly 
with  worm,  I  had  a  good  basket  of  herling,  two  sea- 
trout,  and  some  yellow  trout.  Glen  had  a  fair  show 
of  whiting,  but  nothing  else ;  aye,  the  worm  always 
beats  the  fly. 

One  word  to  anglers,  strangers,  visiting  the 
Liddle  water,  and  I  have  the  following  from  John 
Glen's  ain  mooth :  "  Many  anglers  come  to  our 
Border  streams  to  fish  to  whom  worm  fishing  is  a 
dirty  business.  To  such  I  say  stay  away.  Our 
rivers  run  very  rapidly ;  they  flood  in  a  few  hours, 
run  brown  the  second  day,  and  on  the  the  third 
day  are  as  clear  as  crystal,  therefore  the  worm 
must  be  used  at  times.  But,"-  asks  John,  "can 
anything  be  dirty  when  you  are  standing  up  to 
your  knees  in  running  water  fit  to  drink  ?  '- 

Now  let  us  take  a  leap  to  the  Hermitage  stream 


and  fish  ■ '  richt  doon  the  watter,-i  Apart  from  its 
historic  associations,  with  its  grim  old  dungeon- 
looking  castle  overlooking  its  banks,  the  Her- 
mitage, as  a  trouting  stream,  is  not  to  be 
sneezed  at;  It  takes  rise  in  the  watershed 
between  Dumfries  and  Roxburgh,  and  after 
a  run  of  about  eight  miles  falls  into  the  Liddle 
above  Newcastleton;  It  is  formed  by  the  union 
of  the  Billhope  Burn  and  the  Twistlehope  Bum; 
Further  on  it  is  joined  by  the  Broadley  Burn,  with 
its  feeder  the  Crib  Burn,  the  Whitrop  Burn,  and 
the  Laidlehope  Bum,  with  its  feeder  the  Leys  Bum, 
and  Hartsgarth  Burn,  a  little  before  it  falls  into 
the  Liddle.  A  few  salmon  go  up  very  late  in  the 
season,  but  it  is  as  a  trouting  stream  that  it  is 
famous.  Among  places  of  interest  on  its  banks 
Hermitage  Castle  stands  pre-eminent;  Amongst 
the  numerous  ancient  strongholds  which  adorn  the 
fertile  plains  and  grassy  slopes  of  our  Borderland 
that  of  Hermitage  takes  a  front  seat,  not  only  on 
account  of  its  size  and  strength,  but  in  point  of 
historic  note,  standing  as  it  were  gazing  over  the 
vast  stretch  of  moorland  like  a  mail-clad  sentinel. 
Intending  visitors  to  the  Hermitage  water  on 
angling  bent  will  find  good  accommodation  at  the 
Commercial  Hotel,  Newcastleton,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  John  Scott,  the  most  genial  of  landlords; 
Besides  private  comfortable  quarters  can  be  had 
in  the  village  at  a  reasonable  rate; 

The  best  pools  in  the  upper  reaches  are  Sandholm 
Pool  and  the  Gullet  Pool,  both  easily  fished  and 
close  to  Newcastleton,  but  all  the  way  down  to 
Kershope  Foot  the  water  is  fishable  on  both  the 
EngUsh  and  Scotch  sides;  Kershope  Foot  and 
Burnmouth  are  famous  spots  where  the  Wardens 
of  the  Marches  formerly  met.  There  is  a  fine 
stretch  of  angUng  water  between  the  above  and 
Penton,  most  parts  being  fishable  without  wading; 
The  best  pools  between  Kershope  Foot  and  Penton 
Linns  are  the  Bendle  Pool,  Durmaint.  Hog  Wash, 
CUnty  Pool,  Kilholm,  Caul  Pool,  the  Mill  Pool,  and 
Penton  Bridge. 

Before  going  further  I  would  urge  any  stranger 
who  thinks  of  fishing  the  Liddle  that  he  should 
make  careful  inquiries,  and  not  think  of  starting 
till  he  hears  there  has  been  a  good  flood,  when  the 
bum  trout  will  be  eager  for  the  bait.  Good  herling 
fishing  can  be  had  in  the  lower  reaches  in  July  and 
August  up  to  the  end  of  the  season;  The  same 
may  be  said  of  sea-trout. 

This  portion  of  the  river  is  easily  reached  from 
any  part  of  Canonbie — that  is,  from  Penton  to 
Liddle  foot,  a  two  miles'  stretch  of  water  difficult  to 
match.  Starting  with  Cow  Ugly  Pool  and  the 
Linns,  the  best  and  most  fishable  pitches  are  Lang 
Penton,  Auld  Brig  Pool,  Poor  Man's  Hole,  Black 
Kist,  Maggie's  Ford  (a  splendid  cast),  and  Double 
Bank,  quite  as  good.  Before  I  forget,  I  ought  to 
mention  Archer  Beck  Burn,  which  joins  the  Liddle 
above  the  famous  Inch  Pool. 

Ah  Tam  !  gie  me  a  Border  Burn 

That  canna  rin  without  a  turn, 

And  wi'  its  bonnie  babble  fills 

The  glens  amang  oor  native  hills. 

How  men  that  ance  have  ken'd  aboot  it 

Can  leeve  their  after  lives  withoot  it  Miji 

I  canna  tell  for  day  and  nicht  . 

It  comes  unca'd  for  to  my  sicht. 

Archer  Beck  is  a  well-wooded  little  stream,  and 
just  before  it  reaches  the  Liddle  affords  good  sport 
in  yellow  trout.  From  this  down  to  Liddle  foot, 
the  Inch  Pool,  Viaduct  Ha'  Pool,  Moot  linn  and 
Damfoot  Pool,  close  to  the  famous  Willow  Pool,  the 
commencement  of  the  Double  Water,  are  the  best 
stretches.  Years  ago  "snatching,''  towards  the 
end  of  the  season,  when  the  back-end  salmon  were 
gey  rife,  was  very  prevalent,  but  this  unsportsman- 
like mode  of  catching  fish  has  now  been  all  but 
aboUshed,  owing  to  the  river  being  better  watched. 
With  regard  to  lures,  I  always  advise  anglers  to 
deal  with  the  local  fly- dressers.  Several  experts 
reside  at  Rowanbum,  and  Bowholm,  Canonbie, 
both  places  within  a  mfle  of  the  river; 

The  lower  stretches  of  the  Liddle  can  be  reached 
from  Langholm,  six  miles  by  rail,  and  the  best  way 
to  get  to  the  upper  portions  of  the  water  for  anglers 
staying  at  Langholm  is  by  one  of  Mr.  W.  Douglas's 
mail  coaches,  starting  from  the  Eskdale  Hotel  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  9.10  a.m.,  returning  at 
5.15  p.m.,  and  connecting  with  5.45  train  north  and 

south;  GiLNOCKIE.; 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  oi  literatme  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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A  JULY  SPATE. 


After  a  spell  of  two  months'  drought,  with 
rivers  at  dead  low  summer  level  and  angling  as 
dull  as  ditch  water,  a  thorough  change  has  at  last 
set  in  all  over  the  North;  On  Thursday,  July  2, 
the  weather  broke  with  a  general  thunderstorm  all 
over  the  country,  and  since  then  more  or  less  rain 
has  fallen,  preparing  the  way  for  the  copious  down- 
pours of  Sunday,  all  through  Sunday  night,  and  up 
to  a  late  hour  on  Monday. 

While  the  country  in  general  will  be  all  the  richer 
and  better  for  the  wetting  it  has  got,  and  game 
prospects  are  not  likely  to  be  endangered  (except 
in  the  case  of  pheasants),  the  teeming  rivers,  the 
mountain  torrents,  and  the  rousing  spates  are  just 
the  things  needed,  and  an  answer  to  the  earnest 
cry  and  prayer  of  the  angler  for  rainj  The  grilse 
season  will  be  saved  in  the  nick  of  time,  the  rivers 
thoroughly  cleansed,  and  the  accumulations  of 
decaying  vegetable  matter  and  aquatic  growth 
swept  seawards,  leaving  purified  streams,  filled 
pools,  and  enhanced  prospects  for  the  remainder 
of  the  summer  season. 

Hitherto,  I  have  kept  anglers  from  venturing 
North,  and  actually  been  wearied  to  irritation  in 
describing  dried  up  streams  and  scanty  sport.  Now 
all  this  is  changed,  and  those  who  mean  to  have  a 
hand  in  this  summer  at  all  should  not  now  lose 
an  hour  in  crossing  the  Border.  My  advice  is  "  up 
men  and  at  them."  July  is  an  excellent  month  for 
a  salmon,  and  especially  so  for  a  grilse  when  there 
is  a  timely  spate  to  enable  them  to  run  up ;  the  sea- 
trout  also  begin  to  show  up,  and  the  prospects  of 
finnock  fishing  are  never  worth  mentioning  till  after 
the  first  cleaning  out  spate.-  The  yellow  trout  are 
just  now  in  the  pink  of  condition  and  rise  readily 
to  the  fly,  both  on  loch  and  stream,  and  my  judg- 
ment of  a  life-time  spent  in  the  study  of  the  vagaries 
of  Salmo  solar  and  Salmo  trutta  will  count  for  little 
if  the  next  few  weeks  at  least  are  not  fraught  with 
good  sport  all  round.  G.  M. 


FEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

(Continued  from  page  428,  Vol.  XLVI.) 
CHAPTER  IX.— continued. 

In  the  breeding  and  selection  of  these  creatures 
the  Chinese  seem  to  devote  their  attention  chiefly 
to  the  production  of  fish  of  beautiful  and  various 
colours  ;  while  the  Japanese,  though  giving  some 
thought  to  the  colouring,  give  more  to  the  shape  of 
the  body  and  the  delicacy  and  size  of  the  fins  (see 
Fig.  126). 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  varieties  which 


Fig.  126.   Fan-tailed  Japanese  Cabp  (Cabassius 
japonicus). 
{From  a  photograph  by  thelAuthor,') 

• 

the  Chinese  in  their  enthusiasm  and  perseverance 
have  produced : 

The  Mottled  Beauty  is  a  gorgeously-coloured  fish, 
having  the  back,  especially  the  posterior  part,  of  a 
deep  velvety  black  ;  the  sides  brightly  mottled 
with  yellow,  blue,  rose,  and  black  ;  while  the  under 
parts  are  silvery; 

The  Blue  is  comparatively  a  small  fish,  having 
its  back  and  sides  coloured  a  rich  blue,  possessing 


a  beautiful  metallic  sheen.:  Its  under  parts  are 
silvery. 

The  Superb  is  generally  a  large  fish,  growing 
sometimes  to  more  than  a  foot  in  length.  The 
colour  of  its  back  is  black  and  scarlet,  the  scales 
being  edged  with  gold.    The  lower  parts  are  silvery. 

The  Red-fin,  as  its  name  implies,  has  fins  of  a 
bright  scarlet,  the  head  also  being  of  this  colour. 
The  rest  of  the  body  is  blue. 

The  Tumbler  is  a  fish  of  curious  shape  as  well  as 
of  remarkable  colour.  It  is  described  as  having  the 
head  and  tail  bent  upwards,  giving  to  the  creature 
a  crescent-like  shape.  When  swimming  it  tumbles 
in  the  water  as  the  pigeons  of  the  same  name  do  in 
the  air.  The  colour  is  a  beautiful  blue  tinged  with 
orange. 

In  addition  to  the  varieties  briefly  described 
above,  there  are  several  others  more  or  less  beauti- 
ful. 

As  ali'eady  mentioned,  the  Japanese  pay  more 
attention  to  the  shape  and  fins  of  the  fish  than  to 
its  colour,  though  the  last  is  not  by  any  means 
neglected. 

Fig.  126  is  a  good  representation  of  the  Japanese 
Fan-tailed  variety.   It  is  a  lovely  fish.;  The  tail  is 


Fig.  127.   The  Telescope  Fish  (Cabassius 
japonicus). 

longer  than  the  body,  and  of  delicate  and  beautiful 
structure.  The  ventral  and  dorsal  fins  are  also  of 
unusual  size  and  delicacy.  The  colours  are  ver- 
milion and  white  ;  sometimes  the  body  is  of  one 
colour  and  all  the  fins  of  the  other.  In  the  case  of 
the  fish  figured  above  the  body  is  white,  ghttering 
like  mother-of-pearl,  while  certain  portions  of  the 
fins  are  vermilion.  The  iris  of  the  eye  is  a  brilUant 
red.  The  tail  of  this  variety  is  frequently  double, 
having  the  appearance  from  behind  of  an  inverted 
capital  Y  ;  when  it  is  single,  as  in  Fig,  126,  the 
fish  is  sometimes  called  the  Comet  Fish. 

The  Telescope  Fish  (Fig.  127)  is  more  of  a 
curiosity  than  a  beauty.  It  has  obtained  its  name 
from  the  curious  formation  of  its  eyes,  which  pro- 
ject forward  in  a  kind  of  telescopic  fashion.  The 
colours  are  generally  a  rich  orange  and  white, 
though  sometimes  they  are  blue  and  black.  The 
fins  in  size  are  often  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
body,  the  tail  being  much  longer  than  the  body 
and  of  most  delicate  construction. 

Of  all  the  Japanese  fish  the  Fringed-tailed  variety 
is  supposed  to  be  the  most  beautiful,  perfect  speci- 
mens having  been  sold  for  five  guineas  each,  and 
even  twenty  times  their  weight  in  gold.  All  the 
beautiful  colours  of  the  other  varieties  may  be  found 
in  this  one,  that  is,  sometimes  the  body  is  white  and 


many  dangers  to  which  the  spawn  and  fry  of  Gold- 
fish, under  the  circumstances,  were  exposed.  There- 
fore, to  rear  many  fish  in  the  place  of  only  a  few 
special  precautions  must  be  taken  to  protect  the 
spawn  and  the  fry  from  these  dangers.  The  follow- 
ing are  some  of  the  dangers  :  The  parent  fish  are 
generally  eager  to  devour  the  spawn  almost  as  soon 
as  it  has  been  deposited,  and  any  eggs  which  have 
been  unnoticed  by  the  fish  run  the  risk  of  being 
eaten  by  the  Fresh  Water  Shrimp  [Gammarus  pulex). 
the  Fresh  Water  Louse  [Asdlus  aquaticus),  the 
Common  Pond  Snail  (Limnexi  peregra),  and  other 
such  animals.  The  fry  as  soon  as  they  leave  the 
egg  are  in  danger  from  their  parents,  their  bigger 
brothers  and  sisters,  from  the  larvse  and  pupae  of  tlio 
Dragon  Fly,  the  larvse  of  the  Great  Black  Water 
Beetle  (H.  piceus),  the  Big  Diving  Water  Beetle  and 
its  larvae  (Dytiscus  marginalis),  the  Water  Boatman 
{Notonecta  glauca),  the  Corixae,  and  the  Uke. 

If  care  be  prudently  taken,  most  of  these  dangers 
can  be  removed,  and  a  good  proportion  of  the 
spawn  deposited  may,  in  course  of  time,  produce 
mature  fish.  It  is  possible  to  attain  this  end  by 
means  of  indoor  aquaria  or  by  small  ponds  without. 
In  either  case  the  following  rules  should  be  observed  : 
(1)  The  parent  fish  ought  to  be  of  good  shape,  per- 
fectly healthy,  and,  if  possible,  of  that  kind  which 
comes  into  colour  at  an  early  age.  It  is  also  im- 
portant that  they  should  have  been  born  and  reared 
in  cold  water.  (2)  The  spawn  or  the  parent  fish 
must  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  former  has  been 
deposited.  (3)  The  young  fish  ought  to  be  kept  by 
themselves,  sorted  according  to  size.  (4)  The  young 
fish  should  be  guarded  from  every  kind  of  danger  as 
far  as  may  be. 

To  breed  Goldfish  successfully  in  ponds  three  at 
least  should  be  prepared.  They  need  not  be  large, 
but  they  must  be  (a)  of  a  suitable  depth,  so  that  (6) 
they  can  be  filled  and  emptied  at  will,  the  outlet 
being  well  guarded  ;  (c)  the  amount  of  water  they 
contain  can  always  be  under  control ;  (d)  they 
cannot  overflow  ;  (e)  and  there  can  be  no  chance  of 
escape  of  fish  from  them. 

Those  ponds  allotted  to  spawning  and  rearing 
purposes   should   be   constructed   so   that  they 


*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 


Fig.  128.    Section  of  Spawning  or  Rearing 

the  fins  red;  but  more  often  the  latter  are  white,  while 
the  former  is  red.  All  the  fins  are  very  large,  and 
may  be  said  to  have  the  appearance  of  most  delicate 
lace,  the  tail  being  either  double,  triple,  or  quadruple. 
The  body  of  the  fish  is  short  and  egg-shaped. 
There  are  other  varieties  besides  those  just  described. 

General  directions  have  already  been  given 
for  the  breeding  of  these  fish,  both  in  the 
aquarium  and  in  ponds,  by  which  a  few  young  fish 
may  be  reared  every  year.  These  few  are  simply 
those  which,  by  good  fortune,  have  escaped  the 


Fig.  129.  Section  of  Spawning  ob  Beabino 
Pond. 

gradually  slope  down  to  a  depth  of  2ft.,  as  suggested 
by  Fig.  128  or  by  Fig.  129.  They  need  not  be 
longer  than  10ft.  nor  wider  than  5ft.  They  should 
be  kept  empty  and  well  cleaned  during  the 
winter.  This  will  lessen  the  chance  of  the  many 
enemies  to  the  spawn  and  fry  being  present  in  the 
spring. 

The  third  pond  is  provided  for  those  fish  which 
have  grown  so  big  that  there  is  no  danger  of  their 
being  eaten  by  their  larger  relatives,  and  for  the 
wintering  of  all  the  fish.  This  pond  should  be  a 
little  larger  than  the  other  two — varying  from  2ft. 
in  depth  to  at  least  4ft.  The  ice  in  winter-time,  of 
course,  must  be  broken  as  soon  as  possible  after  it 
has  formed. 

The  ponds  should  be  supplied  with  water  from  a 
reliable  spring,  from  a  neighbouring  river  or  stream, 
or  from  any  other  source  from  which 
water  of  good  quahty  can  be  ob- 
tained without  fail  throughout  the 
year. 

Goldfish  will  breed  when  they  are 
a  year  old.  and  sometimes  when 
they  are  only  nine  months  ;  but  it 
is  wise  to  choose  as  parent  fish 
those  which  are  between  two  and 
Pond.  fg^p  years  old.     If  of  the  latter 

age,  there  should  be  four  males  to 
three  females  ;  or  if  of  the  former,  four  males  to 
six  females  ;  but  if  the  females  are  much  bigger 
than  the  males,  then  there  should  be  six  males  to 
three  females.  It  is  wiser,  however,  to  choose  fish 
of  a  like  size.; 

(To  he  continued.) 

Oriestal  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  an  J  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Oflice.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on  application. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Geneeajl  Remaeks. — The  river  is  in 
good  order  for  fishing,  but  anglers  fight  shy  of 
fishing  during  Henley  week  owing  to  the  disturbance 
of  the  water,  consequently  there  is  not  much  to 
report.  From  Windsor  to  Hurley  on  Wednesday 
I  only  saw  a  dozen  punts  out,  and  there  were  not 
many  bank  anglers  about  until  the  evening.  At 
Boveney  two  bank  anglers  had  four  dozen  and  four 
roach,  the  largest  fish  going  lib.  At  Cookham, 
two  punt  anglers  had  several  chub,  largest  about 
2Jlb.  In  a  punt  well  I  saw  about  a  dozen  chub 
of  about  IJlb.  each,  and  felt  sorry  to  see  this  class 
of  fish  retained.  There  were  no  anglers  fishing  the 
weirs  all  the  way  up.  Mr.  F.  Littlewood,  the 
ex-secretary  of  the  K.  P.  S.,  at  Moulsey,  when 
legering  for  barbel,  caught  two  eels  of  ijlb. 
and  2Jlb.  each.  Barbel  fishing  has  been  very 
poor  up  to  the  present.  I  have  only  heard 
of  a  few  fish  being  taken  this  season,  and  these  were 
not  large  ones.  In  the  Kingston  reach,  Mr.  W. 
Newman  has  had  a  few  bream  up  to  31b.  2oz.,  Mr. 
F.  Arthur  had  one  of  21b.  18oz.  Clients  of  Johnson 
have  also  had  roach  and  bream.  Knight  the  pro- 
fessional is  still  laid  up  with  rheumatism  and  the 
Catholic  Chapel  swim  has,  consequently,  up  to  the 
present  been  deserted. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — During  the 
week  this  river  has  been  well  patronised  by  the 
angler,  and  is  at  the  time  of  writing  in  good  order 
with  a  nice  colour.  Monday's  gale  prevented 
angling,  but  on  other  days  roach  have  been  giving 
good  sport  with  boiled  wheat  for  bait.  A  great 
many  silver  bream  were  had,  largest  1  ^Ib.  Perch  are 
still  well  on  the  feed.  A  few  pike  have  been  had, 
although  earljr  for  them.  As  a  rule,  I  find  a  great 
many  rods  employed  with  the  excuse  to  get  these 
vermin  out  of  the  roach  swims.  So  far,  so  good. 
Prospects  good.  The  public-house  at  the  locks  is 
imder  new  management. — John  O.  George,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — Peal  are  now  running  very 
freely  in  the  canal  and  the  border  river  the  Tavy. 
The  water  is  low  and  the  weather  bright,  con- 
sequently it  is  difficult  by  day  to  make  a  good 
basket  of  these  fish.  An  occasional  salmon  has 
sported,  but  none  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
week.  Very  sad  news  comes  from  the  Tamar,  where 
several  salmon  have  been  poisoned  by  mineral 
pollution. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Another  spell  of 
grand  summer  weather  has  been  experienced,  and  a 
good  many  visitors  are  in  the  district.  The  water 
is  low,  and  is  fining  down  very  rapidly,  A  good 
number  of  rods  have  been  on  the  water,  but 
"takes"  have  varied  very  much.  Mr.  W.  Searle, 
of  Staverton,  had  good  dishes  of  fish  on  July  3  and 
B  respectively,  and  some  good  specimens  were 
ftmong  his  catches,  several  weighing  up  to  21b.  On 
the  afternoon  of  July  2,  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  a 
dozen  trout,  and  on  Monday  he  secured  three 
beautiful  peal.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  Ackrell 
landed  five  peal,  whilst  on  Tuesday  he  captured  a 
couple  more.  Mr.  W.  Revell  also  had  a  brace  of 
fine  peal.  Sport,  taken  as  a  whole,  may  be  said  to 
be  fair. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Several  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  moorland  streams,  and  W.  Archer  landed 
a  fine  salmon  last  week.  Fishing  in  the  Coly,  Mr. 
J.  Mountstephen  secured  over  a  dozen  trout,  which 
were  of  more  than  average  size.  Half-a-dozen 
weighed  a  pound  and  over. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Despite  the  fact  that  rain  fell 
copiously  early  this  week,  but  little  if  any  benefit 
accrued,  and  at  present  the  water  is  in  an  almost 
stagnant  condition.  Several  anglers  have  plied  the 
rod  with  disappointing  results,  not  a  single  take 
being  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing.  A  good  flood 
is  required  before  the  prospects  can  improve.  Sea 
anglers  have  been  unable  to  operate  in  the  offing 
during  the  past  week  in  consequence  of  the  bois- 
terous weather,  but  some  capital  takes  have  been 
effected  from  the  piers  and  quay. — J,  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  has  fined 
down  considerably,  and  salmon-fisliiag  will  not  be 
productive  of  good  sport  until  we  get  a  freshet. 
Some  trout  have  been  caught  up  stream  worm- 
fishing  ;  and  the  flies  are  Blue  Upright,  Red  Spinner, 
Coachman,  and  midges.  Perch  are  not  sporting 
very  freely  in  either  canal  or  river,  but  some  fine 
roach  have  been  taken  in  both,  the  best  at  Countess 
Weir,  Lime  Kilns,  and  Exwick. — Red  Palmer. 

P6n  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
A  rather  larger]  number  of  anglers  were  down  in 
the  Fen  district  for  the  week-end  than  usual. 
Special  trains  are  being  run  from  the  towns  in  the 
Midlands  and  North  country  to  places  like  Sleaford, 


Murrow,  Deeping,  Sutton  Bridge,  and  other  places 
which  are  favourite  haunts  in  the  summer  time  ■ 
but  anglers  were  a  good  deal  disappointed  at 
fandmg  many  waters  utterly  unfit  for  work,  owing 
to  the  growth  of  weeds.  Some  few  anglers  got 
decent  baskets,  whilst  others  came  away  almost 
Ashless. — Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester).— July  3.— South  wind  • 
about  2  o'clock  a  good  hatch  of  Olives,  which  came 
up  m  patches,  fish  taking  them  in  mouthfuls  ;  rise 
lasted  until  after  3  o'clock.  Spinner  on  from  7  to 
after  9.  July  4.— Light  S.  and  S.W.  winds;  poor 
hatch*  of  fly,  chiefly  Pale  Olive,  from  12  until  5 
o  clock  m  the  afternoon ;  Spinner  from  8  to  9 
o  clock.  Fish  very  shy  and  difficult  to  approach 
until  evening,  when  they  rose  well  in  various  places 
for  over  an  hour.  July  5.— S.W.  wind  and  a  slight 
rise  of  [fly  from  about  12  o'clock.  Very  little 
Spinner  in  the  day  and  early  evening,  fish  not 
rising  at  all  well  and  were  very  discriminating. 

Wet  evening  spoiled  the  evening  rise.    July  6  

Very  hot  day  and  poor  rise  of  fly,  no  Spinner'  in 
quantities  like  what  you  would  expect  from  such 

a  warm,  calm  evening,  and  very  few  fish  rising  

Pale  Watery  Dun. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Roach,  dace,  trout, 
perch  (returned),  and  bream  (very  few)  have  been 
caught  during  the  past  week  in  the  Lea,  but  sport 
has  not  been  as  good  as  I  anticipated.  Nice  sized 
roach  have  been  landed  in  some  of  the  upper  reaches  : 
at  Rye  House  they  have  averaged  up  to  IJlb. 
Several  fair  baskets  of  those  fish  have  been  met  with 
at  Ware,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  any  takes  of  over  41b. 
One  angler  here  secured  nine  roach,  weighing  about 
*lb.  each.  A  trout  of  nearly  21b.  has  been  caught 
by  Mr.  Stocker,  fishing  at  Hertford.  The  Stort  has 
yielded  some  roach,  and  these  and  dace  have 
been  landed  in  the  Mimram  and  Beame.  Out  on 
preserved  water  on  the  last-named  stream,  and 
fishing  with  gentles.  Mr.  E.  Steinhart  has  creeled 
some  more  heavy  dace.  On  Tuesday,  July  7,  he 
landed  a  brace  scaling  SOJoz.  Rivers  are  in  very 
fair  order,  and  we  ought  soon  to  be  hearing  more  o£ 
the  bream  in  the  Lea. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— The  bream  are  now  well  on 
the  feed  in  these  waters,  good  takes  being  reported 
daily.  Several  individual  bags  of  over  a  stone  each 
ha^e  been  had  during  the  past  two  weeks.  'Those 
fishing  for  roach  have  also  had  good  sport,  some 
heavy  fish,  in  fine  condition,  being  landed. — P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  "these 
streams  are  running  in  capital  order  for  fishing  for 
the  time  of  year,  and  fish  are  fairly  well  on  the 
feed,  and  have  been  rising  at  the  fly.  The  Pinsley 
is  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  clear,  at  a  full  summer  level  and  in 
capital  order.  Though  fish  have  not  risen  freely 
during  the  day,  yet  in  the  late  evening  they  have 
sported  fairly  well.  Flies  as  last  week's  report. 
The  "  Vaga"  minnow  has  accounted  for  some  nice 
baskets  of  good  trout.  Prospects  for  sport  the 
coming  week  are  good. — U.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Contrary  to  last  week's 
anticipations,  although  the  conditions  this  week  are 
fairly  favourable  for  angling,  only  few  have  had  a 
turn,  and  results  not  heavy,  catches  being  mostly 
roach  of  between  lib.  and  21b.  weight. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  an  excellent  colour. 
Fish  feeding  well,  particularly  rudd.  Some  fine 
specimens  have  been  taken  by  local  anglers  during 
the  week,  many  over  21b.,  and  one  of  21b.  12oz. 
Prospects  could  not  well  be  better. — Chas.  A. 
Bryant. 

Plymouth. — We  shall  be  glad  of  some  rain  as  the 
rivers  are  very  low.  I  have  heard  of  some  nice 
catches  of  peal  on  the  Tavy,  taken  in  the  daytime 
with  the  fly  ;  some  have  also  been  taken  at  night  on 
the  minnow  by  the  midnight  wanderers.  The 
Dart  is  also  responsible  for  some  nice  peal. — W. 
Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — The  present  week  was  ushered  in  with  a 
downfall  of  rain,  but  not  sufficient  to  cause  any 
appreciable  rise  in  the  rivers.  On  the  contrary,  it 
very  much  improved  their  condition  as  they  were 
fast  falling  below  their  summer  level.  Monday  was 
a  very  stormy  day,  the  wind  occasionally  blowing 
with  such  hurricane  force  that  several  trees  were 
uprooted.  The  gale  continued  part  of  the  day  on 
Tuesday,  but  since  then  the  weather  has  been  most 
favourable  for  angling,  and  appears  likely  to  con- 
tinue so.  The  best  sport  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy 
in  this  immediate  neighbourhood  continues  to  be 
had  with  pike,  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Scour  (Grove  Perry). — The  river  is  in  capital 
fishing  order,  and  good  sport  has  been  ^enjoyed  by 
many  visitors  with  roach.  Mr.  E.  P.  Beaumont,  City 
of  London,  caught  IS^lb.  of  roach  after  four  o'clock, 
heaviest  fish  lib.  lOoz.  Mr.  Higgs,  City  of  London, 
had  a  splendid  day's  sport,  retaining  twelve  fish, 


weighing  151b.,  and  returning  rest  to  the  river. 
Mr.  Wakefield,  Canterbury,  had  his  record  day 
among  the  roach  on  Monday. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Sport 
has  been  good  in  the  Adur  during  the  week.  Dace 
have  fed  freely,  and  on  July  4  and  5  bags  of  from 
81b.  to  101b.  were  taken.  Mr,  Pulleyne,  of  the 
Brighton  Anglers'  Association,  secured  three  carp 
above  Steyning,  one  of  8Jlb.,  one  of  6lb.,  and 
another  of  51b.,  also  hooking  and  losing  a  heavier 
fish.  Other  anglers  had  smaller  carp.  Chichester 
Canal  is  in  excellent  order.  Good  takes  of  bream 
have  been  made  by  early  and  late  fishing,  some  few 
fish  weighing  over  21b.  Roach  up  to  12oz.  and  eels 
up  to  2Jlb.  have  been  captured.  Bass  of  31b.  have 
been  secured  at  Chichester  Harbour. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  rivers  are  very  clear,  and 
getting  low;  only  in  the  evenings  could  trout  be 
induced  to  take  baits.  The  sea  fishing  could  now 
be  tried.  Some  large  bass  have  been  taken  with 
rod  and  line  and  trawling  with  bait  behind  a  boat, 
and  in  a  net  on  the  rocks.  Lynmouth  should  be 
the  fisherman's  holiday. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  at 
the  time  of  writing  (July  6)  is  rather  low.  Very 
few  trout  taken  during  the  day,  but  some  splendid 
baskets  of  trout  are  being  taken  by  late  evening 
fishing. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful 
and  fine,  and  angling  has  been  fairly  brisk.  There 
has  been  little  sport  had  in  the  middle  of  the  day 
except  with  bottom  fishing.  The  fish  have  been 
naoving  well  in  the  eveniag  at  tha  fly,  and  several 
nice  lots  of  trout  and  grayling  have  been  landed. 
Worm  fishing  has  been  very  good,  and  trout  of  lib. 
each  have  been  taken,  as  well  as  good  lots  of  dace, 
roach,  perch,  and  eels. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  water  in   this   part  is 

still  running  clear,  a  nice  height,  and  in  splendid 
order  for  fishing.  Angling  has  been  tried  by  a  good 
few  this  week,  especially  in  the  evening,  and  fair 
sport  has  been  had  ;  gjod  sized  trout  lauded.  The 
prospects  for  next  week  are  good.  Bottom  fishincr 
with  worm  successful. — Worcesteb.  ° 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring^ 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  the  Tyne  is  slightlv 
coloured  through  the  heavy  thunder  rains  of  July  4 
and  5.  There  is  more  water  in  the  N.  Tyne,  and 
some  nice  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  George 
Hotel  water  at  Chollerford ;  permission  can  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Simmonds,  the  proprietor,  and  I 
believe  fishing  is  free  to  visitors  ;  a  boat  is  kept. 
Any  ordinary  angler  catching  this  water  in  good 
condition  will  have  no  difficulty  in  killing  a  good 
basket  of  fish.  Mr.  Humble,  fishing  the  BIyth,  had  a 
nice  lot  of  trout,  all  caught  with  one  double  midge. 
A  few  fish  have  fallen  to  the  rod  on  the  Wansbeok. 
On  the  free  water  a  basket  of  twenty-three  trout 
was  made  by  a  Newcastle  gentleman  on  Monday 
(J uly  6)  with  fly  and  worm.  The  ponds  at  Whittle 
Dene  are  doing  well ;  nice  baskets  continue  to  be 
taken,  the  principal  bait  being  docken  grub.  The 
scarcity  of  grub  this  year  has  been  adisippointment 
to  lake  fishers. — Heney  A.  Murton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  New- 
cast  le-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).— Glorious 
weather  is  inducing  visitors  to  most  of  the  well- 
known  lengths  of  the  Witham.  Reaching  has 
proved  a  comparative  failure,  as  they  have  not 
reached  the  main  river,  but  bream  are  coming  to 
the  front,  and  as  soon  as  roding  has  completed  the 
first  clearance  the  big  fellows  will  be  got  hold  of  in 
the  waters  about  Dogdyke,  Tattershall,  and  Lang- 
rick.  The  Ashholt  swim,  below  Chapel  Hill,  con- 
tains plenty  of  them,  and  a  tidy  shoal  of  them  was 
seen  on  the  water  below  Dogdyke  Station  ;  another 
shoal  has  settled  just  below  Fletcher's  pumping 
station,  and  fish  here  have  been  grassed  up  to  4Jlb. 
Tattershall  is  a  good  place 'to  book  for. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  becprnipg  lower  every  day,  and  are  in  order  for 
the  fly,  &nd 'a 'few  nice  fish  have  been 'talcen  from 
both  streams,  but  this  month  is  considered  the 
worst  in  th'e  season;  as  the  May  Fly  is  just  over 
and  the  fish  are  glutted  with  it.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland, 
on  July  6,  caught  a  Loch  Leven  trout,  weighing 
lib.  15oz.,  with  an  apple-green  fly.  Also  Mr.  W. 
Dale  obtained  three  or  four  good  fish  from  Matlock 
Dale  portion  of  the  Dsrwent.  Rain  is  wanted  to 
freshen  these  waters  and  set  the  fish  on  the  feed. 
Useful  flies,  daytime — July  Dan,  Red  Ant,  Dotterel, 
Red  Quill,  Grey  Quill,  Cooper's  Fancy,  and  Black 
Gnat.  Evening— Large  Yellow  Dun,  Coachman, 
and  Moths. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ousb, 
etc.  (Torks), — We  have  experienced  some  very 
cold  winds  during  this  week,  consequently  there 
has  been  very  little  doing  in  the  Yore  and  its  tribu- 
taries.   Yorkshire  rivers  are  running  low  and  clear. 
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In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  sport  has  only 
been  moderate  at  Kilnsey,  Appletreewick,  Burnsall, 
Bolton  Abbey,  and  Ilkley.  Very  few  rods  have 
been  seen  in  the  Otley  and  Pool  lengths.  Very 
few  fish  have  been  seen  rising,  but  a  few  brace  have 
been  picked  up  with  the  artificial,  the  best  patterns 
being  Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Black  Midge,  Knotted 
Midge,  and  Light  Watchet.  The  lower  reaches  of 
the  Wharfe  have  been  fairly  patronised  by  the 
bottom  fishers.  Messrs.  Rippon,  Pickersgill,  and 
others  have  met  with  fair  sport  with  the  barbel  during 
the  last  few  days.  Sport  on  the  Nidd  has  not  been 
very  encouraging, owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water. 
The  Derwent  has  been  fishing  fairly  well  in  the 
districts  of  Ayton,  Yeddingham,  and  Schoolhouse 
Hill ;  some  fine  roach  and  grayling  have  been  caught. 
Mr.  Dacre  landed  a  brace  of  grayling  weighing 
21b.  ^oz.  The  Swale  is  low  again,  and  sport 
continued  to  be  slow.  The  Woodhouse  Carr  Angling 
Club,  Leeds,  fished  their  annual  match  at  Tadcaster 
on  July  3 ;  forty-three  members  fished,  sport  was  poor. 
1st  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Rothwell,  21b.  13oz. 
Sport  will  not  improve  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers 
until  there  is  some  rain  and  a  change  in  the 
atmosphere. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS, 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  June  29, 
Mr.  Crombie  had  a  grilse,  5Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Bowhill  and 
Lee,  ten  trout,  121b.  On  June  30,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
grilse,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Crombie,  grilse,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Bowhill, 
two  salmon,  131b.  and  161b.;  Messrs.  Wallace  and 
Kemp,  thirty  brown  trout,  91b.  On  .July  1,  Mr. 
Sykes,  two  salmon,  51b.  and  131b. ;  Mr.  Julian, 
salmon,  211b. ;  Mr.  Crombie,  four  sea-trout,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  Kemp,  one  sea- trout,  l^lb.  On  July  2,  Mr. 
Upcher,  salmon,  161b.  On  July  3,  Mr.  Bachanan, 
salmon,  171b.;  Mr.  Sykes,  one  trout,  IJlb.  On 
July  4,  Mr.  Bowhill,  salmon,  191b. — D.  Macdonald. 

Altuacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iiairg',  N.B.). 
On  June  30,  Captain  Renwick,  on  Loch  Cama, 
seventeen  trout,  61b. ;  Major  and  Mrs.  Moulton 
Barrett,  on  same  loch,  twenty-two  trout,  91b.  ; 
Colonel  Sandford,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-one,  71b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Duff,  on  same  loch,  forty-five,  11  Jib.  On 
July  2,  Messrs  PotuUa,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty 
trout,  171b.  ;  Messrs.  Berwick  and  Menzies,  on  same 
loch,  two  and  a  half  dozen,  8lb.;  Captain  Renwick,  on 
Loch  Cama,  three  and  a  half  dozen,  111b.;  Major  and 
Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  two  and  a  quarter  dozen, 
91b.  ;  Messrs.  Menzies  and  Christie,  three  and  a  half 
dozen,  16^1b.;  and  Colonel  Sandford,  onLochVeyatie, 
two  and  a  half  dozen,  10 Jib.  On  the  3rd,  similarly  good 
sport  was  obtained.  Onthe  4th,  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Coul- 
son,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty-nine  trout,  151b.  ;  Messrs. 
Menzies  and  Christie,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  fifty-two, 
20Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Berwick  and  Menzies,  on  Loch  Cama, 
forty,  121b. ;  Messrs.  PotuUa,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty- 
five,  161b. ;  Col.  Sandford,  on  Loch  Urigill,  sixteen, 
51b. ;  Major  Moulton  Barrett  and  Captain  Renwick, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-five,  14Jlb. ;  and  Mrs.  Moulton 
Barrett,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  forty-six,  131b.  On  the 
6th,  Col.  Sandford,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-seven, 
101b. ;  Messrs.  Potulla,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty-two, 
201b. ;  Messrs.  Christie  and  Berwick,  on  same  loch, 
seventy,  231b. ;  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Coulson,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  forty,  12Jlb. ;  Capt.  Renwick,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  forty-seven,  201b.,  besides  a  ferox  of  3^1  b. ; 
and  Major  and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on  same  loch, 
sixty,  20ilb.— B. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — The  flood  has  cleared 
out  the  beds  of  the  parent  streams.  On  Monday 
morning  Mr.  T.  Morrison  creeled  eight  sea-trout 
before  breakfast.  Mr.  F.  Story  had  seven,  and  Mr. 
S.  McKune  five.  Mr.  Talbot  had  a  sea-trout  in  the 
upper  waters  during  the  end  of  last  week,  and  two 
on  Monday  in  Langholm  water,  one  21b.,  besides 
good  catches  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Brown,  staying 
at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  had  two  sea- 
trout  in  the  mid  reaches,  and  Dr.  Paterson,  staying 
at  Windy  EUll,  had  two.  On  Saturday  night  (J uly  4) 


Mr.  Weatherstone  had  two  sea-trout  in  Langholme 
water ;  Mr.  Elliot  had  nine ;  Mr.  Varty,  two ;  and 
Mr.  Bell,  two.  Fishing  in  Langholme  water,  Mr. 
Weatherstone  had  two  sea-trout,  and  at  a  subse- 
quent fishing  five.  The  same  angler,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Morrison,  sen.,  creeled  baskets  of  sea-trout. 
Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Messrs.  W.  Murray,  R.  Nelson, 
Frank  Little,  Tom  Murray,  and  others  had  good 
baskets.  In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved 
water.  Miss  Church,  of  Park  House,  and  Miss 
Brocklebank,  of  Liddlebank  on  the  Liddle,  had  good 
baskets,  yellow  trout  being  on  the  ascendant. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  IT.B.).  —  On 

Tuesday  (July  7),  Mr.  George  MacDonald,  on  Mr. 
Littlejohn's  rod,  landed  two  nice  salmon  on  the 
Invercharron  waters  ;  and  on  Wednesday  morning, 
Mr.  John  Munro,  Gledfield,  caught  a  fine  salmon  of 
131b.,  besides  a  grilse  of  51b. — B. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — There  was  a  change  in 
the  weather  on  July  5,  when  a  gale  sprung  up 
suddenly,  accompanied  by  a  deluge  of  rain,  which 
continued  until  Monday  evening  (July  6).  After 
the  long-continued  drought  the  heavy  rainfall  was 
very  welcome.  The  river  Deveron,  which  has  been 
running  exceedingly  low  for  several  weeks,  is  now 
in  spate,  and  the  debris  that  has  accumulated  for 
some  time  will  be  cleared  out.  Of  late,  owing  to 
the  lowness  of  the  water,  the  net  fishermen 
have  been  working  the  nets  at  the  entrance 
to  the  river.  Meantime,  the  water  in  the  river 
is  very  mixed,  and  it  will  be  some  time 
before  it  settles  so  as  to  allow  the  net  and  rod 
fishing  to  be  prosecuted.  Since  Monday  there  has 
been  a  heavy  sea  running  along  the  coast,  and  the 
bag  nets  are  mostly  cast  adrift.  Last  week,  at  most 
of  the  stations,  there  was  a  fair  yield  of  salmon  and 
grilse,  eight  boxes  having  been  sent  to  the  markets. 
— H.  W. 

—  ■  On  Mr.  Porter's  fishing  at  Corniehaugh, 
Mr.  J.  S.  Lang,  Glasgow,  and  Capt.  C.  C.  Fleming, 
D.S.O.,  creeled  fifty-five  trout,  scaling  36ilb.  The 
river  is  now  in  flood,  and  a  run  of  grilse  may  be 
looked  for. — X. 

Inolinadaniph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — Fishing 
from  the  above  hotel  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had: — June  29,  Mr.  W.  Webb,  sixteen, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  Clay,  sixteen,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Booth  and 
Keeling,  ten,  61b. ;  Mr.  Ruston,  twenty,  81b.  June  30, 
Mr.  Usher,  one  salmon,  81b. ;  Mr.  W.  Webb,  two 
trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Keeling,  twenty-three,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Ruston,  nine,  3  Jib.,  and  one  ferox,  41b. ;  Mr.  Williams, 
thirteen,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Booth,  seventeen,  8Jlb.  July  1, 
Mr.  Ruston,  one  salmon,  61b. ;  Mr.  Usher,  twelve 
trout,  51b.  July  2,  Mr.  Booth,  nine,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Webb, 
six,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Keeling,  thirteen,  81b. ;  Mr.  Dean, 
eight,  31b. ;  Mr.  Williams,  thirteen,  61b. ;  Mr. 
Thomson,  nine,  31b.  July  3,  Mr.  N.  Webb,  one 
salmon,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Williams,  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Keeling,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  July  4,  Mr.  May, 
twelve  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  fourteen,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Keeling,  one  grilse,  41b.— W.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perthshire). — The  rains  of  last  week  have 
cleaned  out  the  streams,  which  are  now  of  the  right 
colour  and  size,  and  many  baskets  of  very  nice 
trout  have  been  got,  the  heaviest  being  a  little 
over  1 71b.  The  various  lochs  have  also  done  well, 
the  heaviest  trout  got  up  to  date  being  well  over 
51b. — Iasgaib. 

Lochinver  (Calag  Hotel). — The  place  is  now 
flooded  out,  and  rivers  are  practically  unfishable. 
During  the  last  four  or  five  days  some  nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  made  by  the  more  lucky  anglers, 
but  the  lochs  are  so  flooded  and  dirty  that  angling 
is  not  so  good  as  it  was  before  the  rains  came  on. 
Daring  the  week  three  ferox  were  landed — one  of 
7Jlb.,  and  two  of  3Jlb.  and  2Jlb.  respectively;  also 
a  salmon  of  11  Jib.,  a  grilse  of  4 Jib.,  a  sea- trout  of 
2Jlb.,  a  salmon  of  12Jib.,  and  a  sea-trout  of  2Jlb. 
Best  baskets  of  trout — twenty-four,  9Jlb.  ;  twenty- 
seven,  91b. ;  seventeen,  6Jlb.  ;  thirteen,  6Jlb.  ;  ten, 
5Jlbi ;  twenty-one,  71b.,  etc.  Haddocks,  etc.,  are 
plentiful  this  year. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  stormy  and  much  colder,  with 
heavy  rain,  which  has  raised  the  loch  four  inches 
and  improved  its  ply  for  sport.  Few  anglers  con- 
tinue to  go  out,  and  no  improvement  in  creels  can 
be  noted.  The  Kinross-shire  Club  with  thirteen 
rods  had  only  ten  trout  with  fly,  the  first 
prize  being  won  by  Mr.  J.  Fortune,  who  had 
two  trout,  31b.  2oz.  Mr.  W.  Eraser  was  first  at 
the  Edinburgh  Cockburn  Club  competition  with 


Trout,  Sba-Troot,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  oasts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Fiscator  Leeds." 


two  trout,  31b.  5oz.  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills,  Dundee,  out 
in  the  evening  had  five  trout,  71b.  4oz.  The 
Dunfermline  Artisan  Club  held  a  perch  fishing 
competition  on  Saturday  afternoon  (July  4).  The 
weather  was  unfavourable,  and  only  nine  of  the 
fifteen  competitors  weighed  in  a  total  of  seventy- 
nine  perch  of  331b.  Soz.  The  first  prize  was  gained 
with  ten  which  weighed  5lb.  4oz.  The  other  three 
prizes  were  awarded  with  catches  of  eleven  perch 
each. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Bannoch  (Loch  Bannoch  Hotel).  — 
Fishing  from  the  Loch  R>innoch  Hotel,  on  Loch 
Rannoch,  on  July  2,  Mr.  T.  Forster  Brown,  C.E., 
caught  the  finest  trout  taken  from  this  loch  for 
several  years.  Length,  28Jin. ;  girth,  22in. ;  weight. 
141b.    Gave  capital  sport  for  IJ  hours. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — In  the 
course  of  about  ten  days'  fishing,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  T.  Brown,  Syre  Lodge,  Strathnaver,  landed  two 
grilse  and  two  salmon.  The  river  was  very  low, 
but  after  the  spate  of  this  week  good  sport  may  be 
looked  for. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — One  of  the  finest 
spates  has  swept  over  the  North  that  the  most 
fastidious  angler  could  desire.  The  Dee,  Don,  and 
Spey  and  far  North  rivers  were  in  big  flood  all  day 
Monday.  They  have  been  thoroughly  cleaned 
out  and  sweetened,  and  what  is  better  a  fresh 
head  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  have  been 
induced  to  run  some  weeks  earlier  than  would 
have  been  the  case  otherwise.  In  fact,  the  grilse 
and  sea-trout  season  has  been  saved.  All  over 
the  North  there  has  been  a  fresh  impetus  given  to 
all  kinds  of  sport,  and  the  prospects  enhanced 
greatly  for  the  rest  of  the  summer  months.  On  the 
King's  water,  at  Balmoral,  Lord  Denbigh  and 
others  had  some  good  sport. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 
On  June  29,  Messrs.  Leddington,  Ely,  landed  twenty- 
nine  trout,  lOJlb,,  on  Lower  Flag  ;  Mr.  Prescott, 
Carlisle,  on  Upper  Fiag,  twenty-three  trout,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  Cupar  Angus,  fourteen  trout, 
4Jlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Clay  and  Wilson,  London,  on 
Gorm  Loch,  thirteen,  6Jlb.  (heaviest,  21b.).  On  June 
30,  Messrs.  Clay  and  Wilson  had  twelve  trout,  4Jlb.  ; 
Messrs.  Leddington,  on  Mid  Shin,  thirty-eight  trout, 
131b. ;  Messrs.  Chancellor  and  Prescott,  on  Loch 
Griam,  fifty-three  trout,  19lb. ;  Messrs.  Stewart 
and  Wedderspoon,  on  Upper  Fiag,  fifteen  trout, 
7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Adam,  on  Lower  Fiag,  twenty-four 
trout,  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  on 
Lower  Mid  Shin,  fourteen  trout,  6lb.,  and  a  Salmo 
ferox  of  7^lb.  On  July  1,  Messrs.  Luddington, 
on  Loch  Merkland,  twenty  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  R. 
MacKay,  Overscaig,  landed  two  salmon,  weighing 
111b.  and  14 Jib.  respectively,  on  Merkland  river; 
and  Messrs.  Wedderspoon.  Adams,  and  Stewart,  on 
Fiag,  fifty-three  trout,  151b.  On  the  2nd,  Messrs. 
Chancellor  and  Prescott  had  twenty-six  trout, 
lllb. ;  on  Lower  Mid  Shin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker, 
on  Lower  Fiag,  one  dozen,  5lb. :  Messrs.  Ludding- 
ton, on  Loch  Griam,  forty-seven,  16Jlb.  ;  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Wilson,  on  Loch  Merkland,  two  dozen, 
lOlb.  (heaviest,  21b.) ;  Messrs.  Wedderspoon, 
Adams  and  Stewart,  on  Fiag  Beat,  six  dozen 
trout,  221b.  On  the  3rd,  Messrs.  Luddington 
had  twenty  trout,  6Jlb.,  on  Loch  Merkland.  On 
4th,  Messrs.  Chancellor  and  Prescott,  on  Loch 
Griam,  thirty-nine,  11  Jib.  ;  Messrs.  Luddington,  on 
Mid  Shin,  twenty,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Clay,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land, twenty,  6 Jib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  fourteen, 
5ilb.  On  6th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  on  Top  Shin, 
eighteen,  6lb.  ;  Messrs.  Oliver  (Bombay),  and  Mr. 
Clay  (London),  Mid  Shin,  twenty-three  trout,  lOlb. ; 
Messrs.  Chancellor  and  Prescott,  Lower  Fiag,  four- 
teen trout,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Luddington,  Upper  Fiag, 
fourteen  trout,  6Jlb.  Total  for  the  week,  569  trout, 
202flb.— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.),— 

During  the  past  few  days  the  following  excellent 
sport  has  been  had  : — On  July  4,  Mr.  C.  J.  Randell, 
London,  on  north  side  lochs,  fourteen  trout,  101b. ; 
Capt.  Stuart,  London,  on  Mid  Chain,  twelve,  61b. ; 
Messrs.  Stuart  and  Adams,  Inverness,  on  Loch 
Gorm,  forty-two,  151b;  Mr.  Randell,  jun.,  London, 
on  Loch  Clashfern,  forty,  8lb.  ;  Mr.  Wetherspoon, 
Inverness,  on  same  water,  a  basket  of  91b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Robertson,  Edinburgh,  on  Golden  Eye,  three, 
5lb.  On  July  6,  Mr.  Robertson,  on  Fuarloch,  got 
two  trout,  41b.  ;  Capt.  Stuart,  on  Middle  Chain, 
twelve,  lllb.  ;  and  Mr.  Wetherspoon,  on  Loch-nam- 
breac,  eighteen,  91b. — B. 

Shetland.— Fishing  from  St.  Magnus  Hotel,  Hills- 
wick,  on  June  29,  Col.  Farquhar,  on  Cunds  water, 
four  brown  trout,  IJlb.  On  June  30,  Messrs.  Work- 
man and  Hunter,  "on  Cunds  water,  eight  brown 
trout,  3lb.  On  July  2,  Messrs.  Farquhar  and 
Hunter,  on  Eela  water,  ten  brown  trout,  2lb.  ; 
Messrs.  TurnbuU,  Brown,  and  Muirhead,  on  Cunds 
water,  twenty-three  brown  trout,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Work- 
man, on  Urifirth,  some  brown  and  sea-trout,  ten 
fish  'i\\h„  heaviest  sea-trout  lib. 
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South  of  Scotland. — Some  fair  baskets  of  sea 
trout  and  j'ellow  trout  were  taken  with  the  worm 
lure  in  the  muddy  waters  on  Monday  (July  6),  but 
there  was  apparently  a  general  absence  of  the 
herling.  There  has  been  a  tine  show  of  grilse  in  the 
salmon  nets  of  the  Firth.  With  the  worm  bait 
some  of  the  rods  had  as  many  as  seven  sea-trout  at 
a  fiohing  on  Monday,  and  there  were  some  nice 
creels  of  yellow  trout  caught  as  well.  In  the 
Annan  on  Monday,  a  goodly  number  of  anglers 
were  out  on  the  different  reaches  fishing  with 
the  worm  bait  iu  the  discoloured  waters.  Fishing 
in  the  Mount  Annan  water,  Mr.  Dirom  had 
three  sea  trout,  and  Mrs.  Dirom  was  successful 
in  landing  four,  besides  a  fair  basket  of  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Dirom's  keeper,  landed  seven  sea-trout 
with  worm  bait  at  a  fishing,  and  he  had  a  number 
of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  had  a  nice 
catch  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Laurie  landed  one  sea- 
trout  and  lost  one,  and  he  took  a  nice  lot  of 
"  burnies."  Mr.  James  Dixon  caught  in  the  Ever- 
holm  water  one  sea-trout  and  over  a  dozen  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  caught  eight  yellow 
trout  at  the  Battery,  with  fly.  Mr.  T.  S.  Tweedie 
had  a  few  yellow  trout  above  bridge.  Mr.  Hardie, 
Coatbridge,  took  a  few  small  yellow  trout  in  the 
stretch  above  the  town.  A  number  of  Brydekirk 
villajie  anglers  had  sea-trout  and  yellow  trout  on 
Monday.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  and  Castle- 
milk  portion  some  fine  sea-trout  were  landed  with 
worm  bait,  and  similar  reports  are  made  regarding 
the  Murraythwaite  and  Dormont  waters.  Mr.  J.  M. 
Gray,  fishing  the  Dormont  water,  caught  one  sea- 
trout  and  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Maxwell 
and  Mr.  Stewart  had  good  sport  in  the  Highbae  por- 
tion. Mr.  J ohnstone  had  a  fine  creel  of  yellow  trout. 
A  number  of  anglers  from  the  Lockerbie  and  Loch- 
maben  districts  had  fair  sport  in  the  portion  near 
to  Shillahill  bridge  with  worm  bait.  The  Jardine 
Hall  water  also  gave  some  good  sport  on  Monday. 
Mr.  Shennan,  Ecclefechan,  landed  seven  sea-trout 
and  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Inglis 
killed  six  sea-trout  and  a  fine  basket  of  yellow  trout. 
Messrs.  Wilson  (two  rods)  had  a  combined  basket  of 
nine  sea-trout,  and  a  large  number  of  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  Bell  landed  two  herling;  Mr.  J.  Lockhart, 
Hoddom,  one  sea-trout  and  a  number  of  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  Richardson  had  a  sea-trout  of  41b.  in  the 
Brocklerig  water.  These  catches  were  all  made 
with  the  worm  bait  in  the  flood  of  Monday.  Mr.  A. 
Dalziel,  keeper,  Hoddom,  landed  three  sea-trout  on 
Friday  night  (July  3)  with  the  fly.  A  considerable 
number  of  sea-trout  were  taken  in  Castlemilk 
portion.  In  the  Dumfries  Nith,  some  fairly  good 
sport  was  had  on  Monday  (July  6),  when  the  river 
was  in  part  flood.  Several  sea-trout  were  taken  in 
the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion  at  Thornhill,  as  also  in 
the  Close  bum  and  Auldgirth  stretches.  Good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  were  also  had  with  worm 
bait.  A  few  anglers  met  with  fair  catches  on  the 
Higher  Cairn.  There  is  a  fine  show  of  sea-trout  in 
the  Middle  waters  of  the  Nith.  There  has  been 
some  improvement  in  the  angling  in  the  Galloway 
rivers.  The  rivers  were  up  on  Monday  (July  6), 
and  the  local  anglers  on  the  Fleet  had  odd  sea- 
trout  and  yellow  trout.  Similar  reports  are  made 
regarding  portions  of  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbright- 
shire. The  Carsphairn  waters  also  afforded  fairly 
good  creels  of  trout,  and  the  lochs  have  been  all 
the  better  for  the  rain.  Better  sport  is  now  the 
rule  in  the  Ayrshire  rivers  and  locns.  Fishing  on 
Loch  Doon,  of  Dalmellington,  the  other  day,  Mr. 
Crawford  and  friends  had  good  sport  among  yellow 
trout  with  the  fly,  and  other  rods  have  been  doing 
fairly  well.  A  number  of  visitors  have  been  fishing 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Ayr  with  fair  success. 
Many  anglers  have,  also  fished  right  through  the 
night  with  fly  and  with  the  worm  in  the  early 
morning. — Heather  Bell. 

Tongue  Hotel.  —  Fishing  from  this  hotel  on 
June  22,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudston  Read,  on  Loch-na- 
hacon,  thirteen  trout,  4 Jib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jameson 
and  Mr.  Cairnes,  on  the  Kyle,  thirteen  trout,  14 Jib. 
On  June  23,  Colonel  Jeans,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven- 
teen trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jameson  and  Mr. 
Cairnes.  on  the  Kyle,  twenty  trout,  22lb.  On  June 
24,  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Craggie,  fourteen  trout, 
61b. ;  Colonel  Jeans,  on  Loch  Slam,  eleven  trout. 
4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Cairnes,  on  Loch  Craggie,  eleven  trout, 
71b.  On  June  26,  Colonel  Jeans,  on  Loch  Slam, 
eleven  trout,  41b.  On  June  27,  Colonel  Jeans,  on 
the  Kyle,  one  trout,  31b.  On  June  29,  Mr.  Ivory, 
on  Loch  Craggie,  nineteen  trout.  61b. ;  Mr.  Brown, 
on  Loch-na-hacon,  eleven  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Rudston 
Read,  on  the  Kyle,  one  trout,  2Jlb.  On  June  30, 
Mr.  Ivory,  on  Loch  Slam,  twenty- two  trout,  7 Jib. 
On  July  1,  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Loch  Slam,  thirty-four 
trout,  9  Jib.  On  J uly  2,  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
eighteen  trout,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
twenty-four  trout,  81b.  On  July  4,  Mr.  Brown,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  thirty-two  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  i  udston 
Read,  on  Kinloch  River,  one  salmon,  4Jlb. — M. 
MacInnes. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahincli  Fisliery  (Galway).— South  and 
west  winds  have  prevailed  for  greater  part  of  week  ; 
a  heavy  thunderstorm  passed  over  on  July  3,  which 
rose  the  water  1ft.;  lakes  are  falling  fand  river  is 
rising.  During  week  Mrs.  Maudsley  secured  two 
peal,  61b.,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Walter  Maudsley,  four  peal, 
7Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  7Jlb..  61b. ;  Major  Wood,  one  peal,  81b. ; 
Mr.  Arthur  Wood,  eleven  peal,  71b.,  7 Jib.,  6Jlb., 
71b.,  71b.,  51b..  61b.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb. ;  Mrs. 
H.  McCorquodale,  one  peal,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Stanley 
Greenfield,  nine  peal,  61b.,  71b..  71b.,  6Jlb.,  61b., 
41b.,  6lb.,  61b.,  4Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Frank  Greenfield,  three 
peal,  5Jlb..  61b.,  5Jlb. :  General  Beresford.  two 
peal,  61b.,  61b.;  being  a  total  of  thirty-three  peal, 
198ilb.— Jock  Scott. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — In  the  early  days  of  the  past 
week  there  were  heavy  showers  of  rain,  but  more 
recently  brieht  sunshine  and  cold  wind  from  the 
north  have  been  experienced.  In  the  low  state  of 
the  river  only  grilse  can  pass  over  all  the  weirs,  and 
many  of  these  have  reached  Lough  Neagh,  where 
they  have  been  caught  in  the  net  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Maine.  The  run  of  summer  salmon  and 
grilse  continues  to  come  in  from  the  sea,  but  it  is 
much  smaller  than  in  past  seasons.  Nice  baskets 
of  brown  trout  have  been  made  on  all  the  stretches, 
but  the  best  sport  was  had  on  the  Portglenone 
section,  where  Mr.  A.  Meenan  caught  thirteen  trout 
in  two  days,  weighing  241b.,  and  Mr.  Isaac  George, 
sixteen  trout,  181b.  Mr.  Ardale  caught  two  salmon, 
211b.  and  131b.,  and  two  grilse,  5Jlb.  and  51b.,  on 
the  Kilrea  reach.  At  Caronroe,  Mr.  G.  Nagle  and 
Captain  Pole  took  thirteen  salmon  and  grilse, 
ranging  from  4 Jib.  to  151b.,  and  Mr.  Campbell  five 
grilse,  from  51b.  to  81b. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— Trout  fishing  on  the 
streams  is  poor,  as  they  have  fallen  low  again,  and 
sport  oa  the  Dams  is  not  so  good  as  it  was.  On 
July  3  over  a  dozen  rods  were  out  on  Woodburn, 
and  the  best  bag  was  made  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Stay, 
who  had  fifteen  fish.  Mr.  J.  Wright  in  two  days 
had  ten  fish,  and  myself  a  dozen  on  the  North  Dam. 
The  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  is  negotiating  for 
a  lease  of  about  three  miles  of  the  Crossgar  river — 
a  fine  trout  river,  and  a  good  back-end  salmon 
river. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Sport 
on  the  Erne  was  again  good  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  captured  a  number  of 
salmon  and  grilse,  weighing  from  61b.  to  201b. :  Mr. 
F.  T.  Green ;  Sir  H.  S.  Karr,  M.P.  ;  Mr.  John 
Thomson  ;  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson ;  Dr.  Aiken  ;  Mr. 

D.  E.  Glynn  ;  Mr.  J.  Stone ;  Mr.  Johnston ;  and  Mr. 

E.  M.  Calvert.  A  large  stock  of  salmon  is  at 
present  in  the  river,  and  sport  at  time  of  writing  is 
good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  been  backward  at  salmon 
recently,  but  is  showing  au  improvement  at  time  of 
writing.  Brown  trout  have  afforded  the  usual  good 
sport  on  most  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougrli  Corrita  (Ougrliterard).  —  The  following 
gentlemen  fished  above  waters  during  the  past  week, 
from  Railway  Hotel  to  Oughterard  :— The  Rev.  W. 
B.  Soole  and  his  brother,  Mr.  J.  B.  Soole,  of  Yorks, 
had  fairly  good  sport,  including  some  nice  trout, 
small  jack,  pike,  and  numerous  large  perch;  not- 
withstanding the  great  thunderstorm  and  lightning 
on  J  uly  2,  after  which  we  had  a  great  downpour  of 
rain,  which  raised  the  flood  in  the  river  seven  or 
eight  inches,  and  brought  up  some  salmon  from 
the  Bay  on  July  3.  Two  local  gentlemen  killed  at 
the  waterfall  twenty  salmon,  average  of  which  was 
71b.  The  flood  subsided  after,  and  no  more  salmon 
were  captured. — T.  F.  Naughton. 

Lough  Currane.  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  is  improving  at  sea-trout  on  Lough  Currane. 
On  Monday  (J uly  6),  Mr.  King,  fishing  with  Ned, 
caught  ten  sea-trout,  weighing  141b.  Major  Cress- 
well.fishing  with  J.  T.  Leary,  caught  seven,  weighing 
respectively  2flb.,  2Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  2ilb.,  2^lb.,  IJlb., 
and  IJlb.  Dr.  Ellis  had  a  peal  of  51b.  and  a  few 
trout.  A  few  sea-trout  have  been  had  on  the 
Cummeragh  and  Inny,  but  the  latter  water  is 
getting  very  low. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Mask  (Clonl)ur). — Fishing  this  water 
from  Kilbride  Lodge,  sport  has  not  been  so 
good  since  last  report,  as  trout  did  not  rise  well  to 
the  artificial  fly.  On  July  1,  trout  began  to  take  the 
artificial  fly  again,  Mr.  Curtler  getting  three  trout, 
the  heaviest  weighing  Iflb.  On  July  2  the  same 
gentleman  had  three  trout,  and  on  July  4  he  had 
fourteen  trout,  ranging  from  Jib.  to  31b.  Weather 
very  favourable  for  angling  at  present. — P.  S. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Since 
last  report  we  have  had  a  lot  of  rain,  which  has 
improved  the  fishing  on  lakes  and  rivers.  Some 
grand  baskets  by  Mr.  Hegarty  on  the  artificial  fly  ; 
largest  trout  trolling  by  Mr.  Allen,  61b.,  and  a  big 
pike  of  251b.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin.  —  Trouting  was  very  fair  on 
Lough  Melvin  during  the  past  week,  and  anglers 
out    from    Ballyshannon,    Bundoran,  Garrison, 


Kinlough,  etc.,  enjoyed  good  sport  amongst  the 
gillaroos  and  brown  trout.  Mr.  Curran  landed  a 
trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of  6Jlb.,  on  July  6.  Mr.  Kelly 
took  a  grilse  of  51b.  on  July  4,  and  three  gillaroos, 
weighing  41b.  Trouting  is  at  present  good  on  the 
lake. — M.  Rogan  &  Son.s. 

iin  (Start  Bridge). — The  reaches  about  here 
are  now  well-stocked  with  lake  trout,  and  not  a  few 
salmon  are  in  the  pools.  Late  fishing  is  produc- 
tive of  good  sport,  one  angler  on  Monday  night 
having  five  fish  over  51b. — J.  A.  B. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  rain  of  the  early  part  of  the  week  raised  the 
Mourne  several  inches,  and  allowed  the  salmon  lying 
below  Lion  Mills  Weir  to  get  up  to  the  reaches 
about  here,  so  that  the  best  stands  are  now  well 
tenanted.  On  July  6,  Captain  Williams  drew  first 
blood  by  capturing  a  41b.  grilse,  and  a  31b.  white 
trout,  and  the  same  angler  the  following  day  killed 
a  71b.  fish.  Mr.  Bond  and  Captain  Carter  had  two 
fine  baskets  of  brown  trout  up  to  1  Jib.  on  July  7. 
The  brown  trouting  on  the  tributaries  was  good 
during  the  past  week. —J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Fishing  for  the  week  was  good, 
grilse  being  very  plentiful.  Mr.  John  Garvery  got 
six  fish ;  Mr.  Mills,  seven ;  Capt.  Moreton,  nine : 
Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  four;  Mr.  Gladstone,  three;  Mr. 
Leguard,  eight,  all  from  51b.  to  81b.  Trout  fishing 
on  lower  reaches  was  very  good,  local  anglers  getting 
from  thirty-nine  to  fifty  sea-trout  to  a  rod.  Lough 
Conn  fished  very  well,  some  salmon  and  nice 
baskets  of  trout  being  taken  on  minnow  and  fly. 
The  season  on  the  whole  is  very  good.  Mr.  O'Rilly 
and  Mr.  Devine  killed  ninety  trout  on  Loch  Talfc  on 
the  fly. — .John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Fair  sport  during  the  week  on  the  river. 
Capt.  Morton,  ten  grilse,  581b. ;  Mr.  Perry,  sixteen 
grilse,  891b. ;  Mr.  Cross  and  friend,  twenty-three 
grilse.  1201b.  ;  Mr.  Mills,  nine  grilse,  551b.  ;  Capt. 
Crookshank,  three  grilse,  191b. ;  Mr.  Temple,  ten 
grilse,  581b. ;  Mr.  Braun,  eleven  grilse.  641b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
C.  Wilson,  eight  grilse,  471b. :  Mr.  Gladstone  and 
friend,  six  grilse,  37lb. ;  Mr.  Cooper,  thirteen  grilse, 
731b.;  Mr.  Deven,  five  grilse,  311b.  Sea-trout  are 
taking  the  fly  well ;  best  take  for  one  day  was  got 
by  Mr.  Graham,  thirty-eight,  271b.  Sport  on  the 
loughs  fair.  Mr.  C.  Davis,  five  jack,  largest  2  lib. — 
Pat  Hearnes. 

North  Kerry  Rivers.— Fair  sport  has  been  had 
on  the  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and  Cashen  at  salmon 
and  sea-trout  during  the  past  week.  The  best  sport 
was  had  on  the  first-mentioned  water  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Listowel. — T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Weather  mUd,  water 
in  nice  order.  On  Doonass  the  fishermen  killed 
three  peal,  31b.,  3Jlb.,  and  51b. ;  Mr.  John  Enright 
twopeal,4lb.  and  61b.  On  Prospect,Mr.W.B.Tylden- 
Pattenson  killed  three  peal,  61b.,  41b.,  41b.;  Mr.  A.J. 
Palmer,  four  peal,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  41b.,  41b  ;  Mrs.  Palmer, 
three  peal,  4Jlb.,  51b..  and  71b.'  On  Newgarden  the 
fishermen  killed  three  peal,  31b.,  5Jlb.,  and  4Jlb. 
Mr.  W.  B.  Tylden-Pattenson,  seven  peal,  61b.,  31b., 
3Jlb.,  4flb.,  6Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Palmer, 
one  peal,  3Jlb.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones 
killed  six  peal,  2Jlb.,  61b.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  41b.,  3Jlb., 
and  two  salmon.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham  killed  two  peal,  61b.,  61b.,  and  one  salmon 
9Jlb.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mrs.  Ingham  killed  four 
peal,  8Jlb.,  41b.,  41b.,  61b. ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham,  one 
peal,  5Jlb.  In  reference  to  the  40Jlb.  fish  killed  on 
Hermitage,  seldom  has  such  a  large  fish  been  killed 
under  similar  circumstances.  The  rod  used  was  a 
light  14Jft.,  and  the  gut  was  single. — JohnEnbight 
and  Sons. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Another 
week  of  fair  sport  among  the  grilse.  The  following 
rods  have  accounted  for  a  goodly  number: — Mr. 
O.  D.  Vinter,  Capt.  Craigg,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  H.  S. 
Hodding,  Mr.  J.  E.  Hodding,  Mr.  E.  V.  Machin. 
Seventeen  salmon  and  grilse  in  all.  The  grilse  are 
still  ruiming.  Splendid  rising  of  trout  above  the 
bridge  in  my  water  each  evening. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Killary  Bay  (co.  Galway). — On  July  6,  fishing 
from  the  Leenane  Hotel,  Killary  Bay,  Mr.  J.  Wee 
caught  thirty-six  bream  with  crab ;  and  Mr.  Walsh, 
eighty-two  whiting  with  mussel.  Pollack  are 
plentiful,  several  have  been  caught  up  to  161b. — 
R.  H.  McKeown. 

Penzance. — Excellent  sport  is  now  being  had 
both  by  pier  and  boat  anglers,  more  especially  by 
the  latter,  who  are  making  good  catches  by  "rail- 
ing" for  mackerel  and  pollack.  One  party  took 
nine  score  mackerel  a  few  days  ago.  We  are  having 
splendid  weather. — H. 

Plymouth. — We  are  taking  some  very  large 
pollack  here  now.  I  had  one  of  a  large  catch  brought 
in  for  me  to  weigh  last  week  that  was  121b.,  and 
there  were  several  in  the  catch  nearly  as  heavy. 
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Bas3  are  still  plentiful  both  in  the  Hamoaze  and  in 
the  Yealm  Gut;  at  the  latter  place  they  are  literally 
swarming,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  taking  the 
baits  freely.  I  expect  there  is  an  abundance  of 
natural  food.  Large  quantities  of  whiting  are  being 
brought  in  from  the  grounds,  and  very  fine  ones  they 
are.  Pouting  are  biting  very  freely  in  the  Sound, 
and  several  dozens  can  be  taken  in  an  afternoon  or 
in  the  early  morning.  I  have  also  heard  of  some 
good  takes  of  bass  at  the  Laira  Bridge.  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo,  fishing  in  Devonshire,  had  two  bass  last 
Friday,  one  51b.,  the  other  71b. — W.  Heaedeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate. — Strong  winds  made  boat  fishing  in 
the  bay  very  uncomfortable,  which  is  unfortunate, 
as  flat  fish  are  plentiful  and  of  a  nice  size  ;  those 
that  have  been  out  have  returned  with  very  respect- 
able strings.  Many  rods  have  been  out  on  both 
piers  and  the  Marina,  but  few  have  had  any  takes 
worth  speaking  of,  the  water  being  exceptionally 
clear.     Wind,  south-westerly,   overcast.  —  Grey 

MuiiET. 

Weymoutli. — The  fishing  here  has  improved  very 
much  during  the  last  week.  Some  very  fine  bass 
and  pollack  have  been  taken,  bass  and  pollack  in 
the  harbour,  and  pollack  at  the  breakwater.  Pout 
whiting  are  also  plentiful  at  the  breakwater.  We 
are  having  beautiful  weather  with  a  good  breeze, 
which  makes  sailing  for  mackerel  a  most  enjoyable 
outing.  They  are  now  coming  in  in  fair  numbers. 
— A.  H.  Roberts. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  2s.  fr«m  the  Willesden  Piscatorial  Society.  At 
the  general  meeting  on  July  27,  life  members  will  be 
welcomed,  and,  as  they  may  have  difficulty  in  pro- 
ducing their  cards,  will  be  admitted  on  giving  their 
names.  If  any  subscribing  club  has  not  received 
balance-sheet  and  membership  list,  I  should  be  glad 
if  they  would  kindly  send  a  postcard  to  9,  Hetley- 
road,  Shepherd's  Bush. — W.  H.  Barber. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in  the  chair, 
the  subject  of  tackle  was  again  dealt  with,  Mr.  S. 
Tucker  opening  the  discussion  with  some  rather 
novel  views  upon  sea  reels  and  lines,  and  they  were 
well  received  by  the  members  present  as  the  result 
of  long  experience  in  sea  fishing.  He  declared  his 
preference  for  wood  over  metal  in  the  construction 
of  reels,  advised  the  lining  of  the  barrel  with  thin 
cork,  averred  that  a  good  one  did  not  warp  if  at  all 
cared  for,  in  proof  of  which  he  exhibited  one  that 
had  been  in  use  over  forty  years.  The  working  parts 
should  bewell  covered  with  vaseline.  Of  various  kinds 
of  line  he  preferred  silk,  but  advised  that  all  should 
be  treated  with  cutch  as  a  preservative  against  salt 
water.  He  showed  a  rod  with  pulleys  throughout, 
and  declared  them  to  be  immensely  superior  to  any 
kind  of  ring  or  other  form  of  lead.  The  new  line 
advocated  by  Mr.  Bates  he  declared  to  be  a  good 
one ;  finally  he  advised  good  care  for  all  rods  and 
tackle,  as  needful  for  preservation  for  use.  Mr. 
Parker  preferred  a  winch  of  moderate  size,  and 
agreed  as  to  the  excellence  of  Mr.  Bates'  line.  Dr. 
Patterson  showed  an  excellent  winch  of  wood,  with 
a  drum  not  too  large,  holding  100  yards  of  ordinary 
line,  also  another  in  use  eight  years — defective  only 
as  regards  its  wooden  working  surfaces  being  apt  to 
swell.  He  handed  round  a  silver  wire  line  which  he 
had  found  to  be  very  good  for  work  in  strong  tides. 
Though  in  use  for  some  years  it  was  in  perfect  preser- 
vation, and  he  declared  he  would  not  be  without  it 
for  anything.  Mr.  Read  Clarke  showed  his  German 
silver  line,  which  had  done  service,  but  did  not 
retain  its  strength.  Mr.  Summers,  Mr.  Holbrow 
and  the  Chairman  continued  the  discussion.  After 
Mr.  Tucker's  reply,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
awarded  him.  The  subject  for  next  Wednesday 
was  announced  as  "  Baits,"  to  be  opened  by  Dr. 
Patterson.  Reports  from  fifteen  of  the  Society's 
stations  were  read,  and  Mr.  Pickup  announced 
that  a  large  number  of  recent  reports  were  placed 
on  the  notice  board  at  the  Society's  Rooms  every 
Thursday,  for  the  information  of  members  calling  in. 
The  new  Pocket  Book,  in  greatly  improved  form  and 
bulk,  would  be  out  next  week,  and  would  be  sent  to 
members.  It  would  consist  of  a  cover  and  two 
inserts — one  of  permanent  use,  the  other  to  be 
renewed  annually.  Mr.  Parker  had  been  fishing 
at  Portsmouth,  Mr.  Waller  at  Deal,  who  complained 
of  having  been  viciously  run  into  by  the  boat  of  a 
well-known  boatman  there,  while  at  anchor.  Mr. 
Norman,  Mr.  Maull,  and  Mr.  Basten  had  been 
taking  dabs  at  Newhaven  up  to  lib.  in  weight,  and 
reported  large  numbers  of  bass.  Mr.  Boyton  had 
been  successful  railing  for  mackerel  at  Worthing. 
All  reports  showed  that  the  fishing  season  was 
coming  on  very  well,— Hon.  Reporter. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
On  Tuesday  last,  at  a  well-attended  meeting, 
Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  occupied  the  chair.  There  were 
many  gentlemen  present  who  had  fished  since  the 
previous  meeting.  Amongst  them,  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs 
(at  Grove  Ferry)  had  taken  some  two  dozen  or 
more  roach,  all  good  fish ;  Mr  A.  Taylor  had  had 
a  nice  take  of  carp  and  roach  (some  twenty  fish), 
none  of  them  small ;  Mr.  Wertheim  (from  the  Lower 
Thames)  had  taken  roach  ;  Mr.  Snare  (from  private 
water)  dace,  roach,  and  a  trout  of  IJlb. ;  Mr. 
Fosbrooke,  who  showed  a  remarkably  fine  perch, 
had  also  taken  roach,  bream,  dace,  etc.  ;  Mr. 
Beamont  reported  his  recent  fishing  at  Grove  Ferry, 
taking  on  one  occasion  some  twenty  good  roach, 
and  a  later  catch  of  twenty-five,  all  heavy  fish, 
going  up  to  I  Jib.,  fishing  also  at  Margate  and 
taking  a  dozen  or  more  flatfish.  Many  other 
gentlemen  had  fished,  with  varied  results.  There 
will  be  a  punt  competition  at  Staines  on  July  21, 
Mr,  Gilbert  kindly  superintending  arrangements. 
Three  prizes  are  offered  by  the  society,  namely,  for 
the  three  best  barbel,  three  best  dace,  and  three 
best  roach.    Usual  C.L.P.S.  conditions. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Anolinq  Society. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  presided  at  the  weekly  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  July  7.  A  new  member  was  elected 
and  another  gentleman  proposed  for  membership. 
It  was  decided  to  place  some  chub,  bream  and  more 
perch  in  the  Kelvedon  water,  and  the  committee 
would  be  glad  if  any  member  who  knows  where 
these  could  be  purchased  would  write  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary.  Mr.  Hayward  visited  Kelvedon  this 
week,  and  reports  the  river  to  be  in  splendid 
condition,  and  that  prospects  for  the  coarse 
fishing  season  are  now  very  bright.  He  took 
a  quantity  of  fair  sized  roach.  The  Chess  has 
yielded  good  sport  during  the  week,  Messrs. 
Connellan,  Saunders,  Chasteney,  and  Eldred 
taking  some  good  trout.  Mr.  Emery  has  had  sport 
with  chub  on  the  Lea,  and  Mr.  Connellan  took  a 
quantity  of  dace  at  Hertford.  Mr.  Gill  gave  a  very 
interesting  account  of  a — to  him — new  locale,  where 
chub  and  perch  abound.  Mr.  Basten  paid  New- 
haven  a  visit,  and  took  a  quantity  of  flat  fish  ;  he 
also  secured  a  brace  and  a  half  of  trout  at  Chesham. 
— F.  E.  Eldbed,  Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUEY  Angling  Society. 

A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on  July  22,  to 
decide  a  certain  matter  in  connection  with  the 
Barford  Fishery.  It  is  gratifying  to  the  executive 
to  see  so  many  points  being  scored  for  the  new 
challenge  cup.  Mr.  H.  Dunn  leads  with  2|  points  ; 
Mr.  F.  Berry  next  with  2  J  ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Rayner,  If; 
Mr.  G.  Westrup,  IJ;  and  Messrs.  R.  G.  Woodruff 
and  S.  Stone,  1  point  each.  The  following  members 
have  taken  fish  during  the  week : — Mr.  F.  Berry, 
from  our  Thatcham  fishery,  three  trout,  2|lb., 
21b.,  Iflb.,  and  a  dace  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  roach, 
best  fish  lib.  loz. ;  Mr.  J.  Parsons,  161b.  roach  up 
to  lib.  ;  Mr.  G.  Parsons,  roach  and  perch. — Sec. 
pro  tern. 

Northern  Anglers'  Association. 

Nearly  900  anglers  fished  in  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal  at  Tattenhall-road  and  Waverton  on  June  27. 
About  £25  was  distributed  in  prizes.  The  entrance 
fee  was  Is.  3d.,  and  the  competition  of  two  hours' 
duration.  The  1st  prize  was  won  by  Hy.  Melling 
with  lib.  lljoz..  £5  and  Gold  Medal;  2nd,  James 
Preston,  lib.  2|oz.,  £3  and  Gold  Centre  Medal; 
3rd,  James  Melling,  lib.  2Joz.,  £2  and  Silver  Medal ; 
and  4th,  F.  Smith,  lib.  l^oz.  2dwt.,  £1.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  forty  winners  secured  prizes  ranging 
from  17s.  6d.  to  Ss. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Some  splendid  trout  were  reported  to  have  been 
taken  in  the  society's  waters  at  the  meeting  on 
Monday  evening,  Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon  in  the  chair. 
At  Uxbridge  Mr.  A.  Carpenter  had  a  grand  fish  of 
61b.  2oz.,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Smith  one  of  51b.  loz.  Mr. 
W.  Edmonds  killed  a  fish  of  21b.  8oz.,  and  in 
addition  mentioned  that  he  had  had  excellent  sport 
on  a  Devonshire  stream,  getting  twenty-three  trout 
in  one  outing.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters.  at  Newbury, 
got  a  fish  of  21b.  4oz.,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  one  of 
lib.  8oz.  from  the  Itchen.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  had 
one  from  the  same  river  of  lib.  4oz.  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  caught  a  small  rainbow  in  the  Uxbridge 
water,  but  how  it  got  there  is  a  mystery.  The  same 
member  showed  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  8Joz.  from 
Uxbridge.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  made  a  big  bag  of 
grayling  in  the  Kennet,  and  killed  a  brace  of  trout 
weighing  21b.  loz.  in  the  Lambourne  at  Newbury. 
A  good  many  May  Flies  have  been  noticed  at 
Uxbridge  this  season.  None  were  observed  last 
year,  so  that  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  experiment 
tried  by  the  society  of  introducing  this  fly  into 
their  Colne  water  by  means  of  eggs  has  been  a 
partial  success. — Hon.  Sec. 


LONDON'  AND  NORTH  BRITISH 
WORKS. 


Walking  Contest. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Alnwick  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  better  route  for  a  true  test  of 
endurance  than  that  selected  by  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers'  employia  for  their  walk  on  July  25. 
There  are  both  gradual  and  steep  ascents  and 
descents,  broken  at  intervals  by  practically,  as 
well  as  actually,  level  stretches.  The  surface  of 
the  roads,  too,  is  variable  —  from  the  rough 
by-roads  to  those  roads  which  are  kept  in 
perfect  order  by  the  county  council.  Here  and 
there  the  road  is  open  to  the  breezes  from 
land  and  sea,  and  in  places  is  tree-lined  and  beauti- 
fully sheltered  from  the  prevailing  elements.  The 
gold  medal  given  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  is  a  real 
beauty,  and  much  interest  prevails  as  to  who  will 
be  the  winner.  The  entries  close  on  July  18,  and 
up  to  now  forty-five  have  given  ia  their  names. 
The  contest  is  strictly  confined  to  Messrs.  Hardy's 
employis.  A  list  of  entries  is  as  foUowd: — Messrs. 
J.  Stephenson,  W.  Currie,  T.  Campbell,  D.  McMan- 
nus,  J.  Donohue,  J.  Hogg,  J.  Black,  S.  Smith,  W. 
Lilburn.  R.  Waite,  W.  Jobson,  A.  Wall,  A.  Duncan, 
B.  Pitt,  C.  Hardy.  D.  Ritchie,  R.  Bum.  P.  Hendry, 
R.  Rodgers,  T.  Gibson,  G.  Elliot,  J.  Campbell,  W. 
Ferguson,  C.  S.  Bampton,  J.  Wallace,  J.  Sharp.  J. 
Burn,  J.  Ashburn,  L.  R.  Hardy,  J.  McCutcheon,  W. 
Hardy,  Jun.,  T.  F.  Hedley,  W.  L.  Sergeant,  J. 
Quarry,  G.  Weedy,  W.  Best,  R.  Waugh,  R.  Humble, 
G.  Grey,  J.  Colbron,  J.  McMannus,  W.  H.  Dingley, 
D.  Hendry,  T.  Gillan,  R.  Borthwick.— W.  L.  S. 


IS  AN  OYSTER  A  FISH? 


A  MEMBER  of  the  staff  in  the  Biological  Depart- 
ment of  the  John  Hopkins  University  of  Baltimore 
said  in  an  interview  : — "  The  question  is  a  very 
simple  one.  I  do  not  know  what  an  oyster  is  legally 
or  religiously,  but  zoologically  he  certainly  isn't  a 
fish.  In  the  first  place,  a  fish  is  a  vertebrate  animal 
and  an  oyster  is  a  mollusc.  This  difference  of  a 
backbone  makes  the  two  widely  separate  in  the 
animal  kingdom.  In  addition,  a  fish  is  very  highly 
organised,  while  an  oyster  is  a  lowly  organised 
animal.  '  Fish  '  in  zoology  is  a  definite  word,  and 
is  applied  to  fishes,  or  pisces,  but  its  popular  use  in 
law  or  religion  may  have  a  much  more  extended 
meaning." 

The  question  was  raised  by  a  committee  of  the 
Maryland  Legislature,  which  had  been  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  Virginia  Legislature  regarding 
oyster-dredging  and  crabbing  in  the  Potomac  river. 
They  claimed  oysters  were  not  fish,  and,  therefore, 
were  not  included  in  the  compact  of  1785,  whereby 
equal  rights  of  fishing  were  allowed  to  be  enjoyed 
by  the  Virginians  with  the  Marylanders. 

Speaking  of  the  same  subject  Cardinal  Gibbons 
said : — "  The  church  has  always  regarded  fish, 
oysters,  and  crabs  as  belonging  to  the  same  genus, 
and  therefore  permissible  as  food  on  fast  days  and 
in  Lent.  They  all  live  in  the  water,  and  are  all 
alike,  cold-blooded. 

"  Indeed,  the  Church  permits  the  use  for  food  of 
nearly  all  kinds  of  living  creatures  that  are  taken 
out  of  the  water,  including  terrapin.  In  some  sec- 
tions the  law  is  stretched,  notably  at  New  Orleans, 
where  a  certain  kind  of  water-fowl  is  permitted  to 
be  eaten  on  fast  days,  because  it  has  a  fishy 
taste." 

The  annual  circular  defijiing  the  Lenten  regula- 
tions in  the  archdiocese  of  Baltimore  countenances 
the  eating  of  oysters  on  fast  days.  Cardinal  Gibbons 
said  this  will  continue  to  be  the  case,  even  though  it 
should  be  decided  by  scientists  that  oysters  are  not 
fish. 

A  well-known  attorney  had  the  following  to  say 
on  the  subject : — "  Oysters,  I  should  unhesitatingly 
say  are  fish.  Whether  they  are  or  not  is  not  an 
open  question,  since  Wharton  v.  Wise,  153  U.  S., 
170.  In  that  case  Wharton,  a  Marvlander,  was 
arrested  for  taking  oysters  on  the  Virginia  side  of 
the  Pocomoke  Sound.  The  compact  of  1785,  under 
which  Wharton  was  arrested,  in  terms  only  referred 
to  fishing  in  the  Potomac  river  and  Po'omoke 
Sound.  The  Supreme  Court  says  : — '  It  is  conceded 
that  the  right  of  fishing  when  both  floating  fish  and 
shell-fish.'  And  in  not  qualified  extends  to  the 
taking  of  another  part  of  the  Covut  s  opinion,  in 
speaking  of  the  powers  of  Virginia  in  Pocomoke 
Sound,  says  that  State  has  power  '  to  pass  all  neces- 
sary laws  for  the  protection  of  fish  therein,  whether 
floating  or  shell.'  The  Coiirt  in  this  opinion  clearly 
puts  oysters  in  the  genus  fish,  designating  the  two  ^ 
species  as  floating  fish  and  shell-fish." — American 
Fishing  Gazette, 
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^offings  bg  t^)c  i^ai?. 

"A  story  in  which  native  humour  reigns 
Is  often  useful,  always  entertains." 

— COWPEB. 

The  Summer  Holiday  Numbeb  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette  will  be  published  on  July  18.  It  will  be  pro- 
fusely illustrated,  and  the  price  remain  the  same — 
Two  Pence.  Advertisements  intended  for  insertion 
in  this  double  number  must  arrive  not  later  than 
July  13. 


The  members  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society 
take  their  Annual  Summer  Dinner  to-day  (Satur- 
day), at  the  Five  Horse  Shoes,  Hoddesdon,  when  a 
competition  for  three  prizes  will  take  place,  and  the 
dinner  about  6  p.m. 


Mr.  J.  T.  Knowles,  a  Yorkshire  angler,  writes  : 
"  Dear  Sir,  while  Bshing  in  the  Greta,  about  two 
miles  below  Ingleton,  on  June  30.  I  saw  a  white 
sand-martin ;  it  was  flying  amongst  others,  and 
was  very  conspicuous  as  it  flitted  about.  I  believe 
it  is  a  rather  uncommon  sight,  and  thought  it 
would  interest  your  naturalist  readers." 


According  to  the  Times,  the  King  has  been 
pleased  to  accept  the  first  artist's  proof  of  the 
painting  by  Walter  Lambert  (Lydia  Dreams)  of 
350  artists  of  the  variety  stage.  This  engraving, 
with  an  address,  has  been  presented  to  his  Majesty 
by  the  artists  themselves. 


From  the  editor  of  The  Thames  I  have  received 
"Philosophy  Afloat,"  by  "The  Boy,"  price  6d. 
The  preface  gives  the  raison  d'etre,  and  tells  us  that 
"  The  Boy's  opinyuns  is  like  a  lite  coxen,  carrys  a 
bit  of  wate,"  and  that  as  he  has  "gort  sum  of  them 
together  and  pollished  them  up  a  bit  and  maid 
them  into  chapturs  they  mite  be  useful  for  people 
what  goes  on  rivers  and  rows  and  sales  and  punts 
and  all  that."  And  "The Boy  "  succeeds  in  getting 
a  great  deal  of  fun  and  fancy  out  of  rowing  men 
and  their  ways.  Fishermen  are  not  forgotten,  and 
get  two  very  good  chapters  all  to  themselves.  I 
have  only  space  to  quote  the  end  of  an  anecdote, 
in  which,  having  toJd  how  their  fishing  had  been 
disturbed  by  a  "bote  rase  and  a  launsh,"  "The 
Boy"  determines  to  wait  and  fish  in  the  winter, 
"  when  the  trippurs  cease  from  tripping  and  the 
launshes  wash  no  more." 


In  accordance  with  time-honoured  custom  the 
Plymouth  Corporation  and  officials  on  J uly  1  went 
to  Dartmoor  for  their  annual  "fyshinge  feaste." 
The  borough  draws  its  water  from  the  moor.  The 
party  drove  to  Burrator  Lake,  and  formed  up  in 
line  at  the  head  weir.  A  goblet  filled  with  water 
was  then  handed  to  the  maj'or,  who  drank  to  the 
pious  memory  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  who  over  three 
hundred  years  ago  cut  the  leat  which  brought  the 
water  into  Plymouth.  Then  the  goblet,  filled  with 
wine,  was  passed  down  the  line,  and  the  company 
drank  to  the  sentiment,  "  May  the  descendants  of 
him  who  brought  us  water  never  want  wine."  A 
teetotaler  discovered  some  years  ago  that  it  was 
possible  for  him,  without  a  twinge  of  conscience,  to 
repeat  this  sentiment  by  emphasising  the  word 
"want."  After  luncheon  some  members  of  the 
party  fished  in  the  lake,  and  took  trout  of  splendid 
size.  Some  of  the  finest  trout  in  the  country  have 
been  caught  there.  In  the  evening  a  banquet  was 
served  in  a  tent  at  the  side  of  the  lake,  and  the 
menu  included  trout  caught  during  the  afternoon. 


The  "woodcock  of  the  sea" — so  named  becauso 
they  are  served  without  gutting — are  in  season  at 
this  date.  By  pulling  out  the  gills  as  much  as  is 
necessary  to  be  removed  will  come  away  with  them. 
Do  not  wash  the  fish,  but  wipe  with  a  clean  soft 
cloth.  Remove  the  fins,  and  make  a  couple  of  cuts 
on  each  side.  Season  with  salt  and  cayenne,  lay  in 
a  buttered  tin.  and  bake  for  twenty  minutes.  They 
will  require  turning  every  two  or  three  minutes 
and  brushing  with  oil.  Some  put  a  glass  of  wine 
to  three  fish  in  the  tin.  When  done  add  the  liquor 
in  the  tin  to  some  good  melted  butter,  and  serve  on 
a  very  hot  dish.  Another  way,  as  Mrs.  Glass 
would  saj/ :  If  you  do  not  care  to  add  the  glass  of 
wine  to  "  three  fish  in  the  tin,"  drink  it. 


A  remarkable  project  is  to  be  put  into  operation 
at  Tacoma  this  summer.  The  scheme  is  to  freeze 
fish  alive,  to  ship  them  to  eastern  markets,  and 
then  by  thawing  them  to  restore  them  to  life. 
The  chief  care  to  be  observed  is  that  the  cold  shall 


not  exceed  14°  below  freezing  point,  and  that  when 
in  a  frozen  condition  the  fish  shall  not  be  exposed 
to  the  sun.  The  idea  is  baaed  upon  an  act  of 
Nature  on  some  of  the  rivers  and  lakes  in  Alaska. 
These  bodies  of  water  freeze  solid  from  surface  to 
bottom  during  the  winter;  the  ice  is  filled  with  fish, 
which  return  to  life  in  the  summer. 


The  hot  weather  has  been  the  partial  cause  of  an 
unprecedented  waste  of  fish  at  Billingsgate,  remarks 
the  Fish  Trades  Oazette.  During  only  the  first  three 
days  of  last  week  more  than  100  tons  were  con- 
demned. Of  this  amount  (224,0001b.),  about  one- 
half  the  fish,  if  unsaleable  in  a  commercial  sense, 
was  perfectly  good  and  wholesome.  On  such 
occasions  would  it  not  be  possible  for  the  officials 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  to  wire  to  the 
London  hospitals,  workhouse  and  prison  infirmaries, 
etc.,  and  others,  advising  them  that  fish  could  be 
had  for  payment  of  carriage  ?  asks  the  Oazette. 


One  morning  when  Spring  was  in  her  teens, 

A  morn  to  a  poet's  wishing. 
All  tinted  in  delicate  pinks  and  greens — 

Miss  Jessie  and  I  went  fishing. 
I  in  my  rough  and  easy  clothes, 

With  my  face  at  the  sunshine's  mercy  ; 
She  with  her  hat  tied  down  to  her  nose, 

And  her  nose  tipped — vice  versd. 

I  with  my  rod,  my  reel,  and  my  hooks. 

And  a  hamper  for  lunching  excesses  ; 
She  with  the  bait  of  her  homely  looks. 

And  the  seine  of  her  golden  tresses. 
So  we  sat  down  on  the  sunny  dyke. 

Where  the  white  pond  lilies  teeter. 
And  I  went  a-fishing  like  quaint  old  Ike, 

And  she  like  Simon  Peter. 

All  the  noon  I  lay  in  the  light  of  her  eyes. 
And  dreamily  watched  and  waited. 

But  the  fish  were  cunning  and  would  not  rise. 
And  the  baiter  alone  was  baited. 

And  when  the  time  of  departure  came 
The  bag  was  as  flat  as  a  flounder. 

And  Jessie  had  neatly  hooked  her  game, 
A  hundred-and-eighty-pounder. 


Enough  is  more  than  a  million,  and  the  Floridian 
who  cultivates  contentment  is  richer  than  Pierpont 
Morgan  and  happier  than  King  Edward.  When 
the  phosphate  boom  was  in  its  infancy,  the  lamented 
John  Dunn  paid  one  of  these  home-loving  people 
$16,000  for  a  tract  he  had  tried  in  vain  to  sell  for 
five  hundred.  The  sum  conveyed  only  a  vague 
impression  to  the  recipient— he  wanted  the  cash  in 
hand.  "  Don't  do  that,"  said  Mr.  Dunn;  "leave  it 
in  the  bank  and  tell  me  what  you  want,"  He 
wanted  another  farm  of  sixty  acres  with  a  house  on 
it— the  whole  to  cost  a  few  hundred.  "What  else  ?  " 
"  Can  I  have  a  horse  and  saddle  and  bridle  ?  " 
"Certainly."  "And  a  rifle?"  "Yes."  "And 
some  provisions  ?  "  "  Yes."  His  eyes  began  to 
bulge.  "  And  a  keg  o'  whiskey  ?  "  "  Yes."  There 
was  a  pause.  "What  else?"  "Oh,  give  me  $50 
for  the  old  woman  to  buy  things  for  herself  and  the 
children."  "All  right."  He  turned  to  walk  away. 
"What  else?"  "Is  there  more  yet?"  "Yes." 
"Well,  give  me  a  plug  o'  tobacco  and  set  me  down 
where  the  fish  will  bite  all  day  and  you  can  have 
the  rest." 


At  my  last  outing  I  was  fortunate  enough 
amongst  my  take  to  have  three  flne  eels.  My  wife 
took  them  from  me,  and  laid  them  on  a  tray  ready 
for  preparing  for  the  table.  In  doing  so  she  placed 
them  head  to  tail,  and  so  formed  a  ring.  In  a 
twinkling  each  one  began  swallowing  the  other — 
tail  first.  Forgetting  about  our  supper,  we  watched 
to  see  the  result,  when,  to  our  surprise,  in  three 
minutes  there  weie  only  three  heads  left,  and  the 
next  moment  "  they  visibly  vanished,"  each  eel 
having  completely  swallowed  the  other,  and  thus 
performed  the  vanishing  trick. 


"We  can  live  without  love. 
What  is  love  but  repining  ? 
But  show  me  the  man 

Who  can  live  without  dining." 
Of  course  it  behoves  one  to  exercise  a  little 
caution  as  to  what  he  eats,  but  according  to  the 
Pirik  'Un  you  "Drink  water  and  get  typhoid; 
drink  milk  and  get  tuberculosis ;  drink  whiskey 
and  get  the  jimjams;  eat  soup  and  get  Bright's 
disease ;  eat  meat  and  encourage  apoplexy ;  eat 
oysters  and  acquire  taxemia ;  eat  vegetables  and 
weaken  the  system  ;  eat  dessert  and  take  to  paresis  ; 
smoke  cigarettes  and  die  early  ;  smoke  cigars  and 
get  catarrh ;  drink  coffee  and  obtain  nervous 
prostration ;  drink  wine  and  get  the  gout.  In 
order  to  be  entirely  healthy  one  must  eat  nothing, 


drink  nothing,  smoke  nothing,  and  even  before 
breathing  one  should  see  that  the  air  is  properly 
sterilised."  [Certainly!  I  never  vent\ire  near  the 
classic  precincts  of  St.  Dunstan's  House  until  the 
streets  are  well  aired.] 


"  Printers'  Pie,"  published  at  the  offices  of  The 
Sphere,  2s.  6d,  net.  The  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the 
eating,  and  the  proof  of  the  pie — the  "  Printers' 
Pie  "  I  mean-— is  in  the  reading.  As  we  are  told  in 
the  introduction,  "Pie,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  denotes 
a  dish  containing  various  palatable  ingredients,  but 
in  a  printing  office  signifies  good  'matter'  thrown 
together  in  confusion."  Suffice  it  to  say  that  this 
is  a  very  excellent  pie,  and  is  sold  for  a  very  excellent 
object,  namely,  "  to  benefit  the  Printers'  Pension 
Corporation."  Of  this  society  the  editor  tells  us 
"  they  have  261  pensioners,  large  almshouse,  and 
an  asylum  for  orphans — all  happy  and  thriving." 
Also  "  that  the  fund  is  provident  because  those  who 
derive  benefits  have  all  subscribed  to  it."  Surely  a 
good  cause  if  ever  there  was  one,  and  I  hope,  with 
the  editor,  "  that  this  volume  will  transfer  as  many 
half-crowns  as  possible  from  the  pockets  of  the 
public  to  the  funds  of  the  Corporation."  Now  to 
open  the  pie,  which,  like  the  one  in  the  nursery 
rhyme,  is  a  "  dainty  dish  to  set  before  a  king  "  ;  and 
before  a  king  it  has  been  "  set  " — His  Majesty  having 
graciously  accepted  a  copy.  The  list  of  contents 
reveals  over  forty  contributors,  well-known  in  the 
literary  and  artistic  world,  and  the  subjects  range 
from  tragedy  to  comedy,  from  melancholy  to  mirth. 
•  •  •  *  • 

We  have  Mr.  Phil  May,  Raphael  Tuck  &  Co.,  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  "Friday,"  by  W.  Dendy  Sadler,  a 
portrait  of  the  daughters  of  the  Duchess  oi  Fife,  by 
herself,  and  a  host  of  other  interesting  pictures  and 
drawings.  The  literary  matter  is  contributed  by 
over  twenty  popular  authors,  and  includes  an 
unpublished  work  of  the  late  Sir  Walter  Besant, 
a  dialogue  by  F.  Anstey,  "  An  Old- Fashioned 
Dramatic  Performance,"  by  B.  L;  Farjeon,  "The 
Ballad  of  the  Printer,"  by  Harold  Begbie,  and 
"Mrs.  Bullyboy  on  Newspapers,"  by  G.  R.  Sims. 
«  »  «  «  • 

From  the  two  last  I  quote  a  few  lines,  being  sure 
that  all  who  taste  will  require  a  further  helping. 
"  Ho,  the  jolly  British  Printer, 
He  is  strumming  night  and  day 
At  the  keyboard  of  the  Lino, 
With  the  stops  out  all  the  way. 
Ho,  he  sets  the  letters  dancing 
Ere  he  sees  the  meaning  clear — 
Tumpty  tumpty  in  Long  Primer, 
Tinkle  tinkle  in  Brevier." 
Mrs.  Bullyboy  is,  as  we  all  know,  housekeeper  to 
a  journalist,  and  Mr.  Sims  now  communicates  her 
views  upon  newspapers,  and  what  she  would  have 
in  them: — • 

"  If  I  had  a  newspaper,  I  wouldn't  have  nothing 
in  it  but  what  was  cheerful  and  comfortin',  and  a 
short  tale  with  plenty  of  love  in,  and  about  children 
and  recipes  for  puddings  and  cakes,  and  how  to 
clean  furniture  and  take  out  grease  spots ;  and 
about  the  King  and  Queen,  which,  I  must  say,  I 
do  like  to  read  about." 

Altogether,  the  "  Pie  "  is  a  wonderful  half-crown's 
worth,  and  when  we  consider  the  excellence  of  the 
publication,  and  of  the  cause  it  is  to  benefit,  my 
only  wonder  is  that  we  are  let  off  so  lightly,  and 
have  not  been  charged  five  shilhngs. 


The  shades  of  night  were  falling  fast 
When  I  hooked  a  noble  fish  at  last. 
My  pliant  rod  had  something  to  do, 
As  I  played  that  "devil"  the  dark  night  through. 
But  when  morning  lit  the  eastern  haze 
And  this  noble  salmon  was  exposed  to  my  gaze, 
I  woke  up.  — Forest  and  Stream. 


Sir  Conan  Doyle  landed  a  31b.  tench  from  the 
Frensham  Lake  on  Monday,  July  6,  and  on  Wednes- 
day, July  8,  a  gentleman  caught  a  31b.  trout  with 
paste  in  the  stream. 


Britannia  stretched  her  hands  across  the  sea 

And  grasped  in  friendship's  grip  her  one-time  foe; 
Each  smiled  on  each,  exchanging  courtesy. 

The  world  looked  on  amazed,  with  joy  aglow. 
Dull,  dark,  and  dreary  clouds  have  rolled  away ; 

The  sun  shines  out,  winged  songsters  sweetly  sing 
"  Peace  on  earth,"  goodwill  to  all  for  aye  ; 

"  Vive  Loubet  !  "  and  "  God  save  our  King  !  " 

MOSNAB  Dis. 

"  And  now  for  m,y  soliloquy  !  "  1 
Vive  M.  Loubet,  aussi  Loubay — 
All  anglers  cry  "  Hip-hip-hooray  !  " 
But,  whether  Loubay  or  Loubet, 
Long  life,  cher  ami !  Thine 

Dbagnet. 
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7nust  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sixty-three  members  of  the  Birmingham  Heath 
Society  fished  a  bye  contest  on  July  5  on  the  river 
Severn  at  the  Ketch  near  to  Worcester  ;  sport  was 
very  poor,  the  chief  fish  weighed  in  being  eels,  ruffs, 
and  gudgeon,  all  of  which  were  very  small.  The 
chief  prize  winner  was  Mr.  W.  Cockbill.  I  hear  that 
this  club  are  about  to  sublet  a  portion  of  the 
river  Anker,  near  to  Tamworth,  to  a  new  club 
that  has  just  joined  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion. If  clubs  would  fish  their  contests  on 
week  days  instead  of  Sundays  better  fishing  could 
be  obtained,  and  no  doubt  the  catches  would  be 
larger.  The  Cromwell's  Head  Society  have  obtained 
permission  to  fish  the  Rugby  Canal  on  Tuesday, 
Aug.  4,  at  Hillmorton.  Permission  can  be  obtained 
to  fish  this  canal  on  week-days,  but  fishing  is  pro- 
hibited on  Sundays.  The  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  have  decided  to  run  a  special  early 
morning  train  during  the  months  of  July,  August, 
and  September  to  all  stations  on  the  Severn  Valley. 
Members  of  the  association  visiting  Worcester  must 
return  by  the  ordinary  train,  and  not  the  mail. 
Several  clubs  have  decided  to  fish  their  annual 
contests  at  Pershore  on  Bank  Holiday  Monday  and 
Tuesday  next ;  with  this  in  view,  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company  will  run  a  special  train.  On 
Monday  (July  6)  evening  Mr.  Black  well,  the  late 
president  of  the  Good  Intent  Society,  was  presented 
with  a  silver  medal  and  a  purse  of  money,  in 
recognition  of  past  services  rendered  to  the  society. 
Pool  fishing  is  now  very  good,  and  some  very  good 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  local  waters.  I  hear  that 
the  Hockley  Piscatorials  are  doing  better  at  the 
Moseley  new  pool,  and  the  pools  at  Sutton  and 
Cannon  Hill  are  providing  good  sport.  The  canal 
at  Fenny  Compton  has  been  emptied  for  repairs. 
Members  please  take  notice,  as  the  canal  will  not 
be  worth  visiting  for  a  long  time.  Sport  on  the 
Severn,  Trent,  and  Avon  has  been  quiet. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  boisterous  weather  experienced  this  week 
has  rather  upset  the  calculations  of  anglers,  a  large 
number  of  whom  have  been  at  work  in  the  waters 
in  the  Boston  district,  many  coming  in  by  train  on 
July  4.  The  Witham  has  received  by  far  the  most 
patronage.  Bream  have  been  extremely  active  on 
the  middle  and  lower  reaches,  and  several  fish 
weighing  up  to  41b.  have  been  taken  in  the  Kirk- 
stead,  iJogdyke,  and  Langrick  districts.  Roach 
fishing  is  generally  commencins;,  but  more  rain  is 
wanted.  Pike  fishing  on  the  Witham  is  improving, 
and  one  of  the  largest  taken  from  the  river  for  some 
time  has  j  ust  been  captured  at  Tattershall  Bridge 
by  Mr.  Hirst.  It  measured  42in.  in  length,  19in. 
in  girth,  and  weighed  22^1b. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  and  tributaries  are  in  first-class 
trim  for  angling  this  week.  Messrs.  Holmes  & 
Sons'  A.S.  fished  a  match  at  Weelferry  and  did 
fairly  well,  Mr.  F.  Woollas  taking  first  prize  with 
about  51b.  of  fish,  whose  catch  included  a  bream  of 
2lb.  12oz. ;  and  the  other  competitors  had  fairly 
good  catches.  Messrs.  W.  Stockdale  and  C.  Balm- 
forth  took  second  and  third  prizes.  Several  club 
matches  have  been  fished  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  but  the  fish  have  only  run  small.  The  Ludd 
in  Lincolnshire  is  in  very  nice  condition,  and  both 
Hull  and  Grimsby  anglers  have  had  good  catches 
of  roach  and  perch  with  maggots  and  worms.  The 
catches  in  the  River  Ancholme  are  improving, 
especially  from  above  Brigg. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Warrington  is  naturally  the  leading  centre  of 
interest  this  week.  During  the  annual  holidays 
last  week-end  the  locals  turned  out  in  great  force. 
The  BoUin  has  fished  well,  the  Dee,  Chester,  only 
moderately.  The  Big  Flash  at  Winsford  afforded 
decent  sport.  Cheshire  meres  are  said  to 
be  "broken,"  so  little  sport  was  met  with. 
Walcot  was  disappointing.  Several  fair  chub 
were  caught  in  the  Severn ;  club  matches  are 
going  strong.  The  chief  item  of  interest  is  the 
Benevolent  Fund  match  to-day  (Saturday).  A  very 
encouraging  report  of  progress  is  to  hand  from  the 
Broadheath  Angling  Association.  A  match  is 
arranged  between  the  Tyldesley  and  Leigh  anglers 
for  the  25th.  The  former  have  just  had  a  match, 
Mr.  Howarth  heading  the  list  with  14Joz.  ;  their 
next  event  is  at  Waverton.  Only  small  weights  fell 
to  the  lot  of  the  Little  Hulton  Ajiglers  on  Saturday 
last,  but  they  disposed  of  fourteen  prizes,  Mr.  Roger- 
eon  getting  the  first.  The  Duchy  Anglers,  Pendleton, 


fish  for  their  challenge  cup  to-day  (Saturday).  Next 
Saturday  is  the  Junior  Championship  at  Worsley. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Last  week  end  the  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society 
opened  at  Chester,  and  after  poor  sport  awarded 
eighteen  prizes,  Mr.  J.  Hampson  heading  the  list. 
On  Wednesday  last,  the  Levenshulme  Angling 
Society  fished  another  stage  of  their  annual  club 
championship.  The  Albion  Angling  Society  were  at 
Althorpe  last  week  end  and  fished  a  most  successful 
match,  forty-eieht  members  competing  and  thirty- 
nine  taking  fish.  In  the  end  Mr.  D.  Bonnar 
headed  the  list  with  lib.  8Joz.  The  Ardwick 
Anglers  are  due  at  Chester  on  Sunday  to 
fish  a  match,  having  as  near  neighbours  for  a 
similar  event  the  Buckland  Anglers,  also  from  Ard- 
wick. The  Beswicfc  Anglers  will  be  at  Althorpe 
also  on  Sunday.  Six  prizes  were  offered  by  the 
George  Anglers  last  Saturday,  and  the  result  is  a 
curiosity  :  1,  2,  and  3  tied,  and  so  did  5  and  6.  On 
Saturday  last  the  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society 
were  at  Broken  Cross.  After  poor  sport,  Mr.  Jas. 
Butterworth  secured  the  first  prize.  The  Royals 
opened  at  Poynton  on  J uly  5,  offering  fifteen  prizes 
and  awarding  all  for  very  small  fish.  The  Union 
Chapel  Angling  Society  continued  their  champion- 
phip  competition  last  week  end  at  Irlam,  Mr. 
Davenport  heading  the  list, 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  at  a  dead  low  summer  level,  and 
both  top  and  bottom  weeds  hamper  the  doings  of 
anglers.  Sport  is  not  over  and  above  good.  At 
Shardlow  last  Saturday  (July  4),  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wall  is,  of  theCity  Wellington  Society,  caught,  I  hear, 
amongst  other  fish,  a  barbel  of  51b.  odd  and  a  chub 
of  41b.  6oz.,  the  barbel  being  in  indifferent  condition. 
Sundry  barbel  have  been  taken  in  the  evening 
in  the  rapids  below  Beeston  weirs,  and  odd  ones 
have  been  got  above  and  below  the  weirs  at 
Colwick.  On  Tuesday,  the  City  Fox  and  Owl 
Society  engaged  in  their  roving  match  for  valuable 
prizes  at  Girton,  below  Newark.  Twelve  members 
took  part,  and  the  leading  awards  were  secured  by 
Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  Mr.  E.  Burnham,  and  Mr. 
Jas.  Lewis  (hon.  sec).  On  private  waters,  apart 
from  the  river,  Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson,  of  the  City  Pisca- 
torials, has  creeled  several  very  fine  trout  and  dace, 
and  also  a  number  of  roach,  which,  however,  were  on 
the  rough  side.  They  were  returned.  Fly  fishers 
have  enjoyed  sport  among  chub  at  Kelham, 
Hoveruigham,  and  Clifton.  Ledger  votaries  have 
scored  amongst  eels.  There  is  nothing  doing  amongst 
bream,  and  these  fish  will  not  bite  pending  a  sub- 
stantial change  in  the  height  of  the  river. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week's  beautiful  weather  ;  a  strong 
northerly  wind  has  been  blowing  which  troubled 
the  fly  flsherman.  Still,  good  sport  has  been  had. 
The  take  of  trout  was  not  large,  but  the  fish  of  good 
size  and  in  splendid  condition.  Messrs.  Martin, 
Perks,  and  Thrift,  of  the  City  Club,  did  well  with 
the  maggot  in  their  club  water,  and  had  some  large 
eels  in  addition,  A  lot  of  chub  have  been 
taken  in  the  Severn  and  Teme  with  the  vam- 
prey  and  fly.  Of  the  latter  the  Zulu  killed 
best.  Most  of  the  fish  of  large  size.  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higgs,  of  the  St.  John's  Club,  with  this  fly  on 
their  club  water,  Lower  Teme,  caught  111b.  in  two 
hours ;  and  Mr.  G.  Loach  had  a  fine  creel  of  fish. 
Roach  have  been  well  on  the  feed  ;  Mr.  Fred  Champ- 
kins  (Pershore),  Sabrina  Club,  had  a  splendid  catch 
of  twenty-two  large  fish  with  the  maggot,  and  in 
addition  large  perch  and  eels.  Mr.  W.  Norcott,  of 
the  same  club,  a  heavy  creel  of  roach  caught  in  the 
Severn.  Mr.  Minton,  fishing  the  Avon  at  Defford  on 
July  5,  had  a  big  lot  of  roach  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Cotterell, 
Good  Intent  Club,  capital  catch  of  perch  and  eels 
with  the  worm;  Mr.  C.  Brotherton,  Evesham, 
eighteen  large  roach,  besides  fine  perch  and  eels ; 
J.  Thompson,  Working  Men's  Club,  large  eels 
with  the  vamprey,  one  over  21b.,  and  members  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Club  had  a  nice  lot.  Great 
quantities  of  gudgeon  have  been  caught  in  all  the 
rivers.  The  Sabrina  Club  had  their  first  contest  on 
the  Teme  at  Knightsford  Bridge  on  Saturday  after- 
noon (July  4).  Members  showed  up  well.  Mr. 
Tutchings  was  the  referee.  Mr.  R.  Yapp  took  first 
prize,  Mr.  G.  W.  Hail  second,  and  Mr.  S.  Osborne 
third.  The  water  was  very  fine,  and  the  weather 
beautiful.  The  Arboretum  Club  have  arranged 
their  first  contest  for  July  12,  and  the  Fountain 
Club  theirs  on  July  19. 


OUR    SUMMER   HOLIDAY  NUMBER 
Will  be  published  on  July  18. 
All  Advertisements  intended  for  insertion  must 
arrive  NOT  later  than  Monday,  July  13. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  thirty  members  of  the  York  Cattle  Market 
A.C.  joined  in  the  opening  match  of  the  season  at 
Newton  on  July  4.  W.  Judson  and  eleven  others 
were  chief  winners,  and  specials  for  largest  fish  also 
went  to  G.  Thompson,  A.  Young,  and  D.  McDonald, 
The  York  Golden  Ball  A. A.  fished  the  first  match 
at  Thicket  Priory,  by  Mr.  Dunnington- Jefferson's 
permission.  A  score  of  rodmen  turned  up.  J.  A. 
Wilson,  with  31b.  4^oz.  weight  of  fish,  led  the  wirmers. 
Terry's  Employes  Club  members  tried  the  waters 
at  Linton-on-Ouse,  J.  E.  Clarke  being  first  with 
a  few  nice  roach,  which  weighed  lib. 
On  July  6  the  first  match  of  the  Rose  and  Crown 
A.C.  also  took  place  at  Linton.  The  first  prize  was 
won  by  E.  Robinson,  whose  fish  weighed  3lb.  2oz. 
Many  others  made  catches.  Most  of  the  angHng 
reports  speak  of  improved  sport,  especially  from 
Upper  Swaledale  and  Ryedale,  where  last  week-end 
some  nice  panniers  of  trout  and  grayling  were 
secured.  The  York  and  District  Amalgamation  of 
Anglers  have  lately  been  framing  important  amend- 
ments to  the  Fresh  Water  Fishery  Acts,  for  presen- 
tation to  Government,  the  object  being  to  improve, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  sport  of  coarse  fish  anglers. 
The  proposed  amendments  and  suggestions  are 
similar  to  those  in  a  previous  amending  Bill  intro- 
duced in  1896  by  Mr.  Butcher  and  the  late  Sir 
Frank  Lockwood. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Sport  has  shown  a  general  improvement  through- 
out the  country.  On  all  the  principal  rivers  salmon 
are  accounted  numerous,  but  have  not  been  rising 
well.  Sea-trout  are  not  giving  better  sport  on  the 
Waterville  waters,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the 
rivers  which  are  rather  low,  are  in  good  angling 
order  at  present.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  numerous 
just  now  at  Waterville,  and  are  principally  fishing 
on  Lough  Currane,  and  on  the  upper  lakes. 
Oa  the  Shannon,  Moy,  and  Erne  salmon  fish- 
ing has  been  productive  of  good  results,  and 
matters  are  progressing  well  as  regards  salmon  and 
peal  at  Galway.  On  the  Cork  rivers  salmon  fishing 
has  been  satisfactory,  and  is  showing  an  all-round 
improvement.  The  sea  fishing  has  been  good  at  all 
the  principal  stations  along  the  western  and  south- 
western coasts,  large  numbers  of  pollack  and  other 
fish  being  had.  Rock  fishing  has  been  rather  back- 
ward everywhere  recently.  , 


^ofcs  from  i^c  ilorf^. 

Bait- FISHERS  are  everywhere  in  evidence;  but 
with  a  day  or  two's  subsidence  the  fly  will  be 
greedily  accepted  as  a  welcome  change.  A  good 
grilse  season  is  now  a  certainty,  and  it  is  some  six 
years  now  since  there  was  one. 

Since  the  rivers  rose,  the  netting  stations  at  the 
mouths  and  in  the  estuaries  have  been  making 
some  fine  hauls  of  grilse  and  sea-trout,  some  of  the 
fish  scaling  up  to  61b. 


The  Don  trout  have  been  much  en  evidence  during 
the  past  two  weeks.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cox,  on  J une  30, 
creeled  a  fine  one  of  G^lb.  on  his  Parkhill  water, 
and  another  on  July  3  of  5Jlb.  from  near  the  same 
spot,  both  to  the  small  minnow. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh  had  good  sport  on  the 
Balmoral  water  the  week  before  last.  One  day  he 
had  six  on  the  Green  Charm,  a  new  fly  and  a  first- 
rate  killer.  The  prospects  on  these  upper  waters 
were  seldom,  if  ever,  better. 


The  boisterous  weather  drove  anglers  off  the 
water  on  Monday  (July  6),  but  only  for  a  few  hours. 
They  were  at  it  again  on  Tuesday,  and  now  a  spell 
of  summer  angling  will  be  enjoyed,  the  like  of  which 
is  seldom  seen  in  July.  Salmon,  grilse,  sea-trout, 
and  brown  trout  are  all  at  the  option  of  the  man 
who  can  take  them. 


Mr.  T.  L.  Borthwick,  Highbury,  London,  is  just 
now  in  the  Cabrach,  Huntly,  and  making  the  best 
of  the  big  spate  raging  along  up  there.  All  the 
same,  this  is  now  the  time  to  be  in  such  a  place, 
and  all  who  have  been  there  before  this  have  been 
too  soon. 


Mr.  Carrie,  fishing  the  Lower  Braemar  waters  of 
the  Dee,  had  five  salmon  on  Monday  (July  6), 
scaling  from  6  Jib.  to  121b. 

The  disease  has  taken  deep  root  in  the  Dee,  Don, 
and  some  other  streams  this  season.  It  is  always 
with  us,  but  not  for  many  years  have  the  fish  been 
so  affected  as  they  are  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Dee  just  now.  Special  Scotch. 
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TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Lodi  Nant,  pei-mission  to  fish 
the  Kiver  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staflfa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Boom  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sulherlandshire,  N.B 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surroimded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Invepness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/.  per  day 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mlior,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day,  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


ORKNEY. 

Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Mason's  Artns  Hotel, 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Z,eit1i  and  A^berdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  ffeekly. 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  tlie  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3*'.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Tourist  and  Commercial 
Hotel,  with  all  modern  comforts.  First- 
rate  Trout  Fishing  on  River  Deveron, 
free  till  the  end  of  August.  Salmon 
Fishing  to  let  for  September  and  October. 
Improved  good  Nine-hole  Golf  Course  on 
links.  Posting  in  all  its  branches.  'Bus 
meets  all  trains. 

J.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  CuUen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL 

CROSSMALINA,  BALLINA. 

First-class  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 
Free.  First-class  catering  and  accom- 
modation, bath  rooms,  &c.  Moderate 
tariff.— Apply,  Peopeietoe. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanupe,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  Obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  Nev7  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dtmgloe,  Co,  Donegal. 


Rosses,  CpoUy,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  L  O  N'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Elshing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TANNERS,  Proprietor, 


BOYLE'S    HOTEL,  DUNGLOE, 

CO.  DONEGAL. 

Salmon  Fishing,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout  Fishing. 
Lough  Anure,  Crolly  River,  and  Rosses  Fishery. 
Best  and  cheapest  to  be  obtained  in  Ireland. 
Situated  in  the  Donegal  Highlands,  within  three 
miles  of  Lough  Meala  ;  Dungloe  Road  Railway 
Station.  Splendid  mountain  and  coast  scenery. 
Sea  Fishing.  Boyle's  Hotel  commands  a  fine  view 
of  Dungloe  Bay.  Good  accommodation  and  all 
information  as  regards  Fishing  can  be  obtained  at 
Hotel. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  RJver 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 

GORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  Eiver 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams, 
Flynn,  Ballina." 


TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 
FOXFORD,  CO.  IVlEiyo. 

Salmon  Fishing-  on  the  Moy. 

Two  days'  free  fishing  for  start  ;  7/6  per  day 
afterwards.  Good  Trout  and  Rough  Fishing 
free  ;  also  free  boat.  For  terms  of  Board,  &c,, 
apply  to  the  proprietor, 

JOHN  J.  JOHNSTON. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterapd, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,620 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
2  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
laptured.  The  above  Hotel  hasbeen  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2sitting  rooms, 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory. 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


SWJBENSY'S  HOTEH. 

{Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY, 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  co.  Galway. 

F^AILWAY  HOTEL, 

OUGMTERAFMD. 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  3^ 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  Ijath  room  and  sani 
tary  arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9.5. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission — for  the  season,  £2 ;  week,  7s.  6<f.  ; 
and  day,  2s.  6rf.— tofish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  week,  and  day,  5».  Boat 
and  man,  5s.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  CuUen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Eough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Hbaey. 


The  Mourne,  co.  Tyrone. 

Best  Salmon,  and  Brown  and  White  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland,  on  the  preserved 
waters  of  the  Mourne,  Glenelly,  Strule, 
Derg,  &c.  Salmon  running  now. — For 
terms,  apply  to  Mrs.  Marshall, 

ABERCORN  HOTEL, 

NEWTOWNSTEWART,  IRELAND. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

XT  CaOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  Zd.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing  ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


Llandrindod  Wells. 


ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Flshlngr 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 

Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  : 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

„  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass.  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
aersiSls.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £1  5s.  per  week.— W ADSW0KT8,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("  The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
liuxurioiis  and  Itierpensive  Travel. 
Sailings  Weekly. 
TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana. 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.    For  full  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Hel3ingfors, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  HuU  (Agents). 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 

win,  SCTS^  JL,  INS. 

First-clasfl  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Bteamerg, 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall  : 
LUMLEY,  NEWTON  &  DOWELL,  16,  St.  James's 
Street,  S.W. ;  COOKS',  Ludgate  Circus  ;  or  W.  B. 
BOTT&CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades ;  pure  wool ;  stylish,  durable  ; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
GopiTHOBNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

 C.  LANDSEE.  Proprietor. 

WORMS  IN  MOSS. 

Fresh  daily.  Brandlings,  Maidendews, 
Marsh  Reds,  &c. :  300,  1/6;  500,  2/0; 
1,000,  3/6.  Large  Lobs  for  Salmon  or 
Barbel  fishing,  1/6  per  100.  iAll  carriage 
paid.  Note  the  address. — T.  Holmes, 
10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds.  The  Oldest 
Bait  Dealers  in  the  City. 


ROACH  &  TROUT— Fishers'  single  hair, 

50  selected,  2/6  ;  100,  4/6.  Roach,  bottoms,  half- 
dozen,  2/-.   Worms  in  fia.x,  1/3,  2/6. 
PIOKERSQILL,  31,  Rydall  Street,  Holbecl{,  Leeds. 


FISHING-ROD  MAKER 

SEEKS  RE-ENGAGEMENT.  Can  build  and 
fit  Split  Cane  Rods  (Hardy's  Method  Block 
Principle),  and  maker  of  a  well-known  firm's 
Specialities  in  Greenheart  and  East  India  Cane. 
20  years'  all  round  experience  ;  or  would  under- 
take practical  repairing  in  retail  shop. 

Apply— A.  GIBBS, 

12,  Prospect   Road,  REDDITCH. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 
IN  DONEGAL. 


WANTED,  2  or  8  EODS  to  join  ad- 
vertiser for  16  days,  leaving  London 
August  13.  Particulars— 

H.,"  Florence  Villa,  Vincent  Road, 
West  Green,  London,  N. 


THE 

Indian  Sporttna  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTINC  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClBOULATES  THROUOHODT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 
The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  <fcc. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  I6«.  per 
annum.   Single  copies,  bd.,  post  free.  Id. 

Printed  and  Published  at  TruES  or  India  Fresa. 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  181,  FIBBX  STREET,  E.C. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS.: 
T.  HoDGKJNSOu. — The  River  Waveney  is  close  to 
Lowestoft,  and  contains  almost  every  kind  of  coarse 
fiah.  You  are  also  near  Oulton  Broad ;  in  fact, 
from  Lowestoft  you  are  within  easy  distance  of 
many  other  Norfolk  Broads.  Nearly  all  free 
but  if  boat  fishing  (which  is  almost  indispensable 
for  good  sport),  charge  for  boat  very  reasonable. 

"FoHMALUf." — The  best  preparation  of  formalin 
ifl  that  sold  by  the  Formalin  Company,  St.  Mary-at- 
Hill,  London,  E.G.  This  is  standardised,  and  con 
tains  forty  per  cent,  of  formic  aldehyde.  For 
preserving  baits,  one  tablespoonful  to  a  pint  of 
water  may  be  made  up  when  required.  It  is  well 
not  to  let  it  touch  the  heinds. 


ILetters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

FISHING  IN  WALES. 
Dear  Sm, — In  your  last  issue  I  noted  two 
queries  concerning  fishing  in  Wales.  In  reply  to 
your  correspondent  who  wishes  to  know  if  there  is 
any  coarse  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pwllheli, 
I  beg  to  inform  him  that  there  is  the  chance  of 
catchiDg  some  big  roach  and  eels  in  the  Soch  at 
Llangian,  about  seven  mUes  from  Pwllheli,  and 
that  there  is  no  other  coarse  fishing  in  the  district. 
If  your  correspondent  is  not  a  fly  fisherman  he  can 
catch  trout  with  worms  or  gentles  in  the  streams  of 
the  locality,  but  with  a  few  days'  practice  he  should 
be  able  to  take  trout  with  the  wet-fly.  There  is 
fair  sea  fishing  at  Pwllheli,  also  at  Nevin,  and  boats 
and  men  can  be  engaged  at  both  towns. 

Another  correspondent  wishes  for  information 
upon  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  near  Criccieth 
The  Dwyfawr  and  Dwyfach  contain  a  very  fair 
number  of  small  salmon,  sewin,  and  brown  trout. 
Short  period  tickets  for  these  rivers  cost  a  few 
shillings,  and  they  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  D 
Jones,  18,  Snowdon-street,  Portmadoc,  Clerk  to 
the  South  Carnarvon  Board  of  Conservators. 
The  sport  with  sewin  is  often  good  after  a  flood. 

The  Glaslyn  is  also  an  excellent  river  when  there 
has  been  a  sufficient  fall  of  rain  to  bring  up  salmon 
and  trout.  It  can  be  reached  in  a  few  minutes  by 
rail  from  Criccieth,  and  it  is  fishable  with  the  fly 
just  above  Portmadoc,  thence  to  the  Beddgelert 
Lakes.  There  is  a  new  association  for  the  Glaslyn  ; 
address  the  Secretary,  Portmadoc,  Carnarvonshire, 
for  rules  and  terms. 

A  third  correspondent,  who  inquires  about  sea- 
trout  fishing,  will  find  inexpensive  quarters  and  good 
fishing  at  Towyn.  Tickets  to  fish  for  salmon,  sewin, 
and  brown  trout  can  be  purchased  at  the  hotels  for 
Vs.  6d.  a  week,  or  for  one  day,  2s.  The  conservancy 
licence  costs  5s.  a  week,  or  Is.  per  day. 

May  I  here  point  out  to  readers  of  my  book, 
"  Fishing  in  Wales,"  that  no  short  period  tickets  are 
now  issued  for  the  Dovey  at  Machynlleth  ?  The 
length  is  now  rented  by  Mr.  West,  who  lets  off  a 
limited  number  of  rods  for  the  season.  The  book 
was  published  before  I  received  word  from  the  lessee 
of  the  water  that  the  former  association  no  longer 
exists. — Yours  faithfully, 

Youlgreave,  W-^tkb  M.  Gailichan. 

Derbyshire,  June  30. 

[I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Gallichan  that  his 
capital  guide  to  fishing  in  Wales  is  to  have  an  index 
and  map  in  next  issue  ;  they  will  greatly  add  to  its 
value  as  a  work  of  reference. — Ed.] 

COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  PWLLHELL 
Dear  Sik, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  H. 
Scott  Macpherson,  I  have  recently  returned  from  a 
fishing  expedition  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pwllheli. 
The  only  coarse  fishing  to  be  obtained  near  there 
is  in  the  River  Soch,  about  eight  miles  from  Pwllheli. 
This  stream  is  very  sluggish  and  weedy.  In  the 
more  open  and  deeper  parts,  between  the  weeds,  I 
have  caught  numerous  rudd,  notably  in  one  deep 
pool  below  Llangian  Bridge,  where  I  have  caught 
them  up  to  and  over  lib.  The  stream  also  contains 
very  large  eels  (I  have  caught  them  in  Llangian 
pool  up  to  41b.),  and  a  fair  number  of  flounders. 
The  trout  are  very  plentiful  and  run  a  fair  size,  I 
have  caught  a  good  many  pounders. 

If  H.  Scott  Macpherson  cares  to  write  m©  I  can 
give  him  an  address  near  the  Soch  where  he  can  put 
up  and  be  well  looked  after  and  catered  for  at  a 
moderate  price.  He  can  get  all  information  con- 
cerning the  fishing  in  this  neighbourhood  from  an 
admirable  little  book  lately  published  on  "  Fishing 
in  Wales,"  by  Walter  M.  GaUichan.  I  note  that 
Mr.  Gallichan  in  referring  to  the  rudd  fishing  below 
Llangian  Bridge  erroneously  describes  them  as 
roach. 

In  answer  to  "  G.  S.,"  there  is  a  fair  run  of  sewin 
and  salmon  up  the  Dwyfawr  and  Dwyfach  in  August, 


September,  and  October.  These  rivers,  together 
with  the  Glaslyn  and  the  other  South  Carnarvon 
shire  streams,  are  under  the  control  of  the  South 
Carnarvon  Board  of  Conservators,  from  whom  a 
licence  must  be  purchased  at  the  price  of  one  guinea 
for  salmon,  sewin,  and  trout,  for  the  season;  or 
trout  only,  7s.  for  the  season,  5s.  monthly,  and  23, 
weekly.  Clerk  to  the  Board,  Mr.  David  Jones,  18, 
Snowdon-street,  Portmadoc. — Yours  truly, 

Jos.  Alex.  Toonek,  L.R.C.P.I, 
[Will  Mr.  Tooner  kindly  add  to  our  indebtedness 
by  saying  if  the  trout  fishing  is  good  ? — Ed.]. 

FISHING  AT  CRICCIETH,  NORTH  WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  of  the  qualit.v  of  the  fishing  (sea)  to  be 
obtained  at  Criccieth,  North  Wales,  and  what  class 
of  fish  there  are,  also  whether  trout  fishing  can  be 
had  close  to  the  town,  the  rates  and  conditions,  etc 
of  same,  and  the  quality  of  apartments  to  be  had  ? 
If  any  correspondent  would  like  to  write  me  re  the 
above  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  their  communica- 
tions.— Yours  truly,  J.  Crowtheb. 

Dukinfield  Hall,  Dukinfield, 
Near  Manchester. 


Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers, 
through  that  well-read  medium  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
kindly  give  a  little  information  about  the  fishing  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Criccieth  and  Pwllheli,  and 
oblige. — Yours  truly.  Alder. 

FISH  CAUGHT  WHEN  SPAWNING. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  if  they  have  ever  caught  fairly 
with  hook  and  bait,  or  seen  caught,  any  tench, 
carp,  roach,  bream,  barbel,  pike,  perch,  gudgeon, 
bleak,  or  chub  when  in  the  act  of  spawning,  how 
many,  and  in  what  circumstances  ?    I  want  facts. 

Yours  truly,  Peo  be  natI. 


FLIES  FOR  TROUT  FISHING  IN  LAKE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
would  let  me  know  what  kind  of  flies  would  be  best 
for  trout  in  a  large  lake.  The  lake  is  about  a  mile 
in  length  and  about  half  a  mile  wide,  tapering  down 
to  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  On  the  Rivington 
and  Wigan  Reservoirs  trout  take  the  worm  very 
well,  but  I  have  never  tried  them  with  flies. — Yours 
truly.  Novice. 
Adlington.  ] 

SIZE  OF  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  Mr.  C.  F. 
Wade's  comments  on  my  letter  of  June  13  on  this 
subject,  and  wish  all  correspondence  could  be 
carried  on  with  the  moderation  and  courtesy  which 
characterises  his  commtmication. 

I  may  say  that  the  parallel  stretches  of  Exe 
and  Barle  to  which  I  was  particularly  referring  are, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  precisely  similar  in  their  features, 
being  both  "  woodland  and  meadow  "  sections,  but 
as  to  the  higher  moorland  stretches  I  cannot 
3ersonally  speak,  never  having  fished  above  Tarr 
Steps,  on  the  Barle,  though  I  have  driven  over 
the  moor.  But  in  these  two  sections  imder 
remark  I  think  the  food  supply  does  not 
materially  differ  in  quantity  and  quality  from 
what  I  have  observed  of  the  hatch  of  fly  on  days 
practically  identical  in  weather  conditions,  and  I 
must  still  think  it  is  the  stricter'  preservation  that 
accounts  (or  did  so)  for  the  difference  in  the  quality 
of  the  fishing.  Moreover,  I  cannot  see  any  very 
marked  difference  between  the  general  character  of 
the  moorland  parts  of  the  Exmoor  rivers  and  that 
of  rivers  flowing  through  the  Yorkshire  dales,  such 
as  Yore,  Nidd,  or  Wharfe,  and  their  tributaries.  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Wade  whether 
caddis  and  minnow  are  not  plentiful  in  the  Exmoor 
waters.  If  so,  this  might  explain  in  part  the  great 
difference  in  the  general  size  of  the  trout,  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  rivers  of  Yorkshire.  I  am 
told  that  the  fish  at  Eggesford,  Devon  (reserved 
hotel  water),  are  "  much  more  pleiitiful  and  run 
larger  than  at  Dulverton,"  so  if  this  is  correct 
numbers  cannot  be  altogether  the  trouble.  I  think 
also,  with  its  infinitely  milder  climate,  the  hatch 
of  fly  in  the  south-west  should  be  more  plentiful 
and  occur  over  a  greater  space  of  time  than  in  the 
north  if  the  larvae  are  there  in  sufficient  quantities. 
Again,  a  friend  of  mine,  just  returned  from  Exmoor, 
tells  me  the  fish  are  bigger  up  W^ithypool  way 
(where  it  is  far  less  fished),  although  this  is,  as  far 
as  I  recollect,  a  moorland  section,  but  it  might 
perhaps  be  merely  a  chance  experience  as  does 
sometimes  occur. 

I  write  in  no  contentious  spirit,  especially  against 
such  a  well  qualified  authority  as  Mr.  Wade,  but  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  plea  of  "scanty 
fare"  and  "numbers  "  is  not  altogether  the  whole 
solution  of  the  matter,  for  I  know  many  private 
streams  where  the  numbers  mile  for  mile  are  in 


excess  of  those  of  the  Barle,  for  instance,  and  the 
food  supply,  as  far  as  ordinary  observation 
can  detect,  no  more  abundant,  but  in  which  the 
average  size  is  very  much  above  that  in  the 
river  referred  to,  and  doubtless  other  streams  in 
Devon  and  Somerset,  J-poundera  being  pretty 
plentiful,  and  pounders  and  more  in  very  fair 
numbers,  in  these  less  fished  private  streams,  with 
a  strict  size  limit. 

Of  course,  by  "general  legislation"  I  never 
dreamed  of  implying  one  size  limit  for  the  entire 
kingdom,  but  an  authorised  limit  to  be  fixed  by 
Government  for  any  county  or  group  of  counties, 
or  fishery  districts.  There  should  be  no  unsur- 
mountable  difficulty  in  fixing  such  limit  or  having 
it  printed  on  the  back  of  the  Fishery  Board  licences, 
and  after  a  time  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  much 
"  leakage  "  in  its  observance. 

Let  me  just  say  to  ]Mr.  Wade  that  I  yield  to  no 
one  in  my  deep  admiration  for  the  beauties  of  the 
Exmoor  rivers.  Mever  do  I  read  "  Lorna  Doone," 
and  never  does  the  "  turn  of  the  year  "  come  round 
in  March,  but  I  am  longing  to  be  off  and  away  to 
the  deep  wooded  combes  and  heathery  moors  of 
Somerset  or  Devon,  and  it  is  because  of  a  really 
deep  desire  to  possibly  awaken  an  interest  in 
seeing  these  rivers  get  a  chance  of  becoming  the 
much  better  trouting  streams  than  they  at  present 
are,  that  I  have  trespassed  on  your  space  to  the 
extent  that  I  must  apologise  for  havmg  done. — 
Yours  faithfully.  Observer. 


SAND  EELS  FOR  BAIT. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Your  correspondent  Mr.  W.  H. 
Paull,  who  asks  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  where  he 
can  get  the  above,  should  write  to  "The  Lowes- 
moor  Sporting  Depot,"  40,  Lowesmoor,  Worcester, 
where  large  quantities  of  these  excellent  baits  are 
kept  alive  all  through  the  season.  They  are  used 
extensively  on  the  Severn  for  chub.  This  firm  also 
supplies  special  tackle  for  use  with  this  bait. — 
Yours  truly,  p.  Alison. 


"OUR  OPENING  DAY." 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  F.  E.  Cutler,  in  your 
issue  of  June  27,  a  well-known  authority  says: 
"  The  chief  aim  of  all  writing  should  be  to  instruct," 
»nd  when  I  said  that  I  did  not  think  roach,  tench, 
carp,  bream,  etc.,  would  bite  when  they  were 
ipawning,  I  thought  I  was  doing  a  very  good  thing, 
for  no  angler  in  his  senses,  knowing  this,  would 
attempt  to  catch  them  ;  many  do  not  know  it.  No 
one  but  a  poacher  would  be  so  inclined,  I  opine, 
and  certainly  no  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

If  anglers  so-called  are  bent  on  this  destruction, 
neither  I  nor  your  correspondent  will  stop  them. 
Klnowing  what  he  does.  I  cannot  understand  why 
these  poachers  and  marauders  are  not  prosecuted 
for  this  "unsportsmanlike  conduct."  This,  and 
nothing  else,  would  soon  make  it  impossible.  With 
the  exception  of  dace,  I  do  not  think  I  have  caught 
a  dozen  fish  when  they  have  been  spawning  for  the 
past  fifty  years.  If  a  man  knows  that  it  is  next  to 
impossible  to  do  a  thing,  he  must  be  an  idiot  to 
attempt  it,  more  especially  when  he  is  liable  to  be 
arrested  and  fined  for  his  trouble.  Mr.  Cutler  says  : 
"  In  this  district  considerable  numbers  are  taken 
during  the  close  period,  also  spawning  time.  That 
it  is  difficult  to  catch  them  is  true."  It  is  not  at 
all  difficult  to  catch  fish  during  the  close  period — 
quite  the  contrary. 

If  this  were  the  case  it  is  perfectly  certaiu  that  a 
considerable  number  could  not  be  takeru  I  never 
mentioned,  and  never  dreamt  of  mentioning,  the 
close  period  in  this  connection.  It  lasts  tlireo 
months.  I  said  as  plainly  as  I  could  that  I  did 
not  think  carp,  tench,  gudgeon,  etc.,  would  bile 
when  they  were  spawning.  It  was  just  as  necessary 
to  mention  this  as  anything  else  in  the  article,  and 
I  am  not  likely  to  alter  my  opinion.  In  short,  as 
it  happens,  I  am  rather  glad  that  I  did  mention  it. 
It  may  interest  your  correspondent  to  know  that  I 
have  seen  mares,  cows,  ewes,  etc.,  produce  young, 
and  from  what  I  have  observed  they  were  certainly 
not  "peckish";  and  why  should  fish  be  different 
from  other  creatures  ?  Why,  indeed  ?  I  should  think 
that  every  angler  knows  that  roach,  bream,  chub, 
dace,  perch,  etc.,  will  not  only  bite,  but  often  bite 
well  in  the  close  period  when  they  are  full  of  spawn. 
If  they  do  not  it  is  about  time  that  they  did.  Jf  tlus 
were  not  the  case  there  would  be  no  necessitv  for  a 
close  period,  and  I  cannot  understand  for  the  life 
of  me  %vhat  Mr.  Cutler  is  driving  at.  If  he  tliinks 
these  fiah  are  not  fit  to  eat  he  makes  a  very  great 
mistake — I  mean  fish  full  of  spawn  in  the  close 
period,  and  no  one  knows  it  better  than  your 
poacher. 

Do  we  not  eat  mackerel,  plaice,  cod,  herrings,  etc., 
when  they  are  full  of  spawn  ?  If  your  correspondent 
thinks  he  would  prefer  a  shotten  herring  —  very 
well,  chacun  d  son  gout,  say  I.  Many  people  implicitly 
believe  that  because  it  is  illegal  to  take  certain  fish 
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in  the  close  period  they  must  be  unfit  to  eat,  and 
one  cannot  knock  it  out  of  them.  Not  only  have  I 
found  it  easy  to  catch  fish  in  the  close  period  (I 
mean  fifty  years  ago)  but  on  several  occasions  since 
I  have  found  no  difficulty  in  taking  them  full  of 
spawn  after  the  close  period.  Bream,  roach,  dace, 
for  certain,  and  on  one  occasion  thirty-eight  perch 
in  one  day,  every  one  of  which  were  females,  for  I 
cleaned  them  myself,  so  there  can  be  no  mistake 
about  it.  There  was  nothing  to  indicate  that  they 
were  in  this  condition.  I  am  never  above  receiving 
instruction,  and  as  your  correspondent  says  he 
"  would  be  glad  if  I  would,"  etc.,  I  should  be  very 
glad  if  he  would  say  what  sort  of  fish  he  has  seen 
caught  when  they  were  spawning,  the  baits  used,  and 
where  these  fish  were  caught.  I  am  greatly  interested, 
too  ;  but  what  I  want  are  facts,  and  facts  alone. 

Caddis. — I  quite  agree  with  your  correspondent. 
It  was  no  doubt  very  remiss  on  my  part  not  to  refer 
to  this  subject.  It  was  apparently  the  result  of 
chasing  a  peculiar  idea  and  following  it  at  all  costs. 
If  the  idea  be  worth  anything,  by  all  means  carry  it 
out.    Stick  to  it  like  grim  death. 

In  a  late,  cold  season,  with  cutting  east  winds, 
when  fish  sometimes  spawn  weeks  after  the  usual 
time,  thousands  are  taken  after  the  close  period- 
roach,  bream,  barbel,  and  chub — and  it  is  utter 
rubbish  for  interested  persons  to  talk  about  this, 
that,  and  the  other  fish  being  in  excellent  condition. 
I  have  seen  both  roach  and  bream  as  rough  as 
nutmeg  graters,  perch  as  white  as  milk,  and  bream 
as  red  as  a  cherry.  Surely  this  must  be  known  to 
Mr.  Cutler.  Unfortunately,  it  is  very  often  not 
worth  the  candle.  The  hook  can  be  baited  in 
various  ways,  but  T  think  a  caddis  looks  most 
attractive  and  natural  with  it  inserted  under  the 
head  and  carefully  threaded  to  the  tip  of  the  tail ; 
on  the  other  hand,  I  have  had  capital  sport  with 
various  fish,  including  trout,  dace,  and  grayling, 
with  the  hook  baited  the  other  way  about.  Mr. 
Cutler  will  soon  see  the  necessity  of  using  hooks  to 
suit  the  various  caddis. — Yours  truly. 

The  Writer  op  the  Article. 

ROACH  ATTACKEDJBY  DISEASE. 

Dear  Sir, — A  case  has  just  come  under  my 
notice  which  appears  to  indicate  an  even  worse 
condition  of  things  amongst  the  Thames  roach  than 
had  been  supposed,  though  disease  is  known  to 
have  afiected  them  this  season. 

A  gentleman  living  at  Hersham  has  a  small  pond 
in  his  grounds — this  is  two  mUes  from  the  Thames, 
and  very  much  above  its  level.  Some  four  years 
ago  a  few  roach  caught  in  that  river  were  placed 
in  tlus  pond,  and  throve  capitally  until  it  became 
well  stocked  with  them,  the  fish  being  easily 
recognised  as  yearlings,  two-year-olds,  and  the 
original  fish.  A  few  brown  carp  and  goldfiah  carp 
were  put  in  later,  and  all  seemed  perfectly  healthy 
until  lately  when  a  fungus  was  noticed  on  the  young 
roach  looking  like  small  spots  of  flour  scattered 
over  their  bodies.  The  disease  spread  rapidly,  and 
though  the  old  fish  resisted  it  for  a  time  they  too 
eventually  succumbed,  until  now  there  is  not  a 
roach  alive  in  the  pond.  The  carp  were  very  sick 
and  affected  also,  but  have  slowly  recovered  and 
6o  far  as  noticed  not  one  has  died. 

I  did  not  see  any  of  the  roach,  but  have  been 
assured  that  after  the  fish  died  the  fimgus  developed 
in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  appearing  like  a 
heavy  coating  of  wool,  and  making  it  difficult  to 
realise  that  it  covered  a  fish  at  all.  No  Thames 
roach  were  put  in  after  the  original  lot,  and  no  fresh 
fish  of  any  kind  this  season.  The  pond  has  no  stream 
rurming  into  it,  and  is  kept  filled  by  the  ordinary 
domestic  service  water  from  the  Thames,  which 
appears  to  have  conveyed  the  infection.  There 
may  possibly  be  some  other  simple  explanation, 
but  to  me  it  appears  to  point  to  a  very  bad  season 
indeed  for  Thames  roach  anglers,  if  for  no  other.^ 
Yours  faithfully,  W.  E. 

Hersham,  Walton-on- Thames. 

[I  had  not  heard  of  disease  having  broken  out 
among  Thames  roach.  Occasionally  fish  are  caught 
in  almost  any  river  or  other  water  with  fungus.  If 
fish  get  injured  they  are  liable  to  it.  But  the  fish 
in  the  pond  referred  to  may  have  become  diseased 
quite  independent  of  the  Thames  water  supplied  to 
them,  as  fish  in  aquaria  are  often  attacked.— Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  RIVER  WYRE. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  any  of   the  readers  of  your 
valuable  paper  give  me  any  information  about  the 
fishing  in  the  Wyre  just  above  Poulton,  more  particu- 
larly as  regards  the  prospects  of  taking  fish  with 

*^I  should  also  like  the  names  of  most  suitable  flies 
to  use  during  August.  The  river  appears  to  be 
tidal  in  this  part :  would  the  fishing  be  best  when 
the  tide  is  coming  in  or  going  out  ?  I  should  also  be 
glad  to  receive  information  as  to  the  size  of  the  trout 
and  other  fish  in  this  part  of  the  river.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation.— Yours  truly,   E.  E.  Moobe. 


FISHING  IN  LLANFAIRFECHAN. 
Dear  Sir,— >I  am  going  for  two  weeks'  holiday  to 
Llanfairfechan,  North  Wales,  and  I  should  deem  it 
a  favour  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  inform 
me  if  I  can  get  any  coarse  fishing  in  the  neighbouring 
districts,  either  free  or  otherwise.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  L.  Rawson. 

RECIPE  FOR  DULL  VARNISH  WANTED, 
Dear  Sir, — Do  you  happen  to  know  of  a  suitable 
varnish  that  will  finish  a  dull  surface  ?    I  should  be 
much  obliged  if  you  could  give  me  this  information. 
■Yours  truly,  John  Hunt, 

Watford. 

[Sorry  I  do  not. — Ed.] 

ALL-STEEL  FLY  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  some' kind  reader  of 
the  Fishing  Oazetle  give  me  any  information  about 
all-steel  fly  rods  ?  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co  ,  of  Isling- 
ton, have  them  catalogued  as  "  patent  steel  fly  rods 
(unbreakable)  as  supplied  to  H.R.H,  the  Prince  of 
Wales."  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  experience 
of  any  brother  angler  who  has  used  one  of  these 
rods  as  to  its  casting  powers  compared  with  green- 
heart  or  cane.  Some  years  since  I  saw  one  in  use 
in  Dovedale,  and  was  struck  by  the  apparent  ease 
with  which  the  wielder  got  out  a  very  long  line. — 
Yours  truly,  Smike. 

PIKE  FISHING,  ETC.,  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  two  or  three  weeks  back  two 
gentlemen  were  inquiring  in  Fishing  Gazette  where 
they  could  get  inexpensive  pike  and  perch  fishing, 
etc.,  on  Lough  Corrib.  There  is  a  very  decent 
farmhouse  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  lake, 
tenanted  by  William  Bevan,  Golden  Bay,  Lough 
Corrib,  Cong,  co.  Mayo.  I  saw  the  man  a  few 
days  since,  and  he  stated  he  would  be  pleased  to 
accommodate  a  gentleman  there.  Boat  and  man 
cein  be  hired.  Of  course,  in  having  these  lodgings 
a  certain  amount  of  roughing  it  must  be  put  up 
with.  But  Bevan  and  his  wife  are  cleanly, 
"dacent"  people.  I  caught  a  beautiful  trout  of 
4pb.  and  a  ferox  of  5Jlb.  last  week. — Yours  faith- 
fviily,  The  Old  Crock. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  HAMPSHIRE  OR 
DERBYSHIRE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  trespass  on  your  kindness  by 
asking  if  you  can  tell  me  of  any  good  trout 
fishing  in  Hampshire  or  Derbyshire,  I  am  anxious 
to  spend  a  month  at  a  farmhouse  where  the  terms 
are  moderate  and  the  trout  fishing  good.  Any 
information  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers 
are  good  enough  to  give  me  will  much  oblige. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Richd.  Ralli. 

29,  Calthorpe-street, 

Gray's  Inn-road. 

THE  TEIFI  AT  LAMPETER. 

Dear  Sir, — On  reading  my  Fishing  Gazette  upon 
my  return  from  a  few  days'  fishing  in  the  Teifi  at 
Lampeter,  I  was  surprised  to  learn  that  four  salmon 
"  had  been  landed,"  I  heard  nothing  of  it  on  the 
spot,  although  the  4Jlb.  trout  was  the  talk  of  the 
place.  Were  they  killed  by  fair  fishing  ?  Perhaps 
your  correspondent  can  throw  fresh  light  on  the 
matter.— Yours  faithfully,  Hy.  A.  Allen. 

Penarth. 

FRESH-WATER  FISHERIES— A 
CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, —I  find  there  is  a  slight  mistake  in 
Section  6  of  the  Draft  which  appeared  in  your  issue 
of  July  4.  Instead  of  "  1878  "  it  should  be  "  1884." 
--Yours  faithfully,  D.  Lanostafpe, 

Secretary. 

York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers, 
Bay  Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  York, 

GOOD  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND, 

Dear  Sir,— No  doubt  some  of  your  readers  will 
be  glad  to  hear  of  good  loch  and  river  fishing  for 
trout.  Let  me  recommend  Kinloch  Rannoch,  where 
both  are  excellent;  I  have  been  fishing  there  for 
many  years.  On  Loch  Rannoch  this  year  with  a 
friend,  we  had  248  fish,  weighing  1071b.,  including 
fish  of  4|lb.,  3|lb.,  and  QJlb.,  caught  trolling.  It  is 
fairly  easy  of  access,  accommodation  good  and 
reasonable.  River  Tummel  is  excellent  fishing  in 
May,  and  in  the  summer  night  fishing  is  good,  the 
fish  running  large. 

At  Bunrannoch  Hotel  they  drive  you  to  and  fro 
from  the  fish  ground  on  the  loch  for  5a.,  and  provide 
boats  free.  In  autumn  no  driving  is  necessary 
The  river  is  close  to  the  village. 

Any  further  information  I  will  gladly  give  to  your 
readers.— Yours  truly,  R.  S.  Chamberlain, 

Plas  Brith,  Llandudno. 


WANTED  :  FREE  SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN 
THE  NORTH  OR  EAST  OF^  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  some 
of  your  nmnerous  readers  would,  through  the 
columns  of  your  valuable  paper,  give  me  any 
information  as  to  where  I  can  get  first-class  sea- 
trout  fishing  for  September  in  the  north  or  east 
of  Scotland,  inexpensive  farm-house  or  village  inn 
accommodation,  and  away  from  the  haunts  of 
tourists.  An  answer  in  one  of  your  early  publica- 
tions would  greatly  oblige. — Yours  faithfully, 

Johnnie  Gurkha. 
[Evidently  our  correspondent  does  not  know  that 
first-class  sea-trout  fishing  in  Scotland  free  is  not 
likely  to  go  begging,  but  I  hope  he  may  get  what 
he  wants, — Ed.] 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  BROMLEY 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  only  just  moved  into  this 
locality,  I  am  ignorant  as  to  whether  there  is  any 
coarse  river  fishing  to  be  had  about  here.    Can  you 
help  me  ?    I  expect  Chatham  or  Maidstone  would  bel 
the  two  nearest  places  for  Saturday  afternoons.— J 
Yours  truly,  WhobEbley.  f 

FISHING  NEAR  SANDGATE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  if  Sandgate  is  a  good  fishing  place  at  this  season 
of  the  year  ?  I  want,  if  possible,  good  mixed  fishing 
for  a  week  or  so.  Also  if  a  boatman  can  be  recom- 
mended ? — Yours  faithfully,  A.  R. 

[Go  to  Folkestone  for  sea  fishing ;  omnibus,  6d. 
from  Sandgate.  For  fresh  water  fishing  try  the 
Military  Canal.  Go  and  fish,  and  the  keeper  will 
come  to  you,  when  you  pay  Is.,  and  he  will  tell  you 
everything  you  want  to  know.] 

FISHING  IN  THE  WYE. 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  inform  your  corre- 
spondent, Mr.  G.  S.  Head,  that  he  can  obtain  a 
licence  from  Mr.  Knowles,  tobacconist.  Broad- 
street,  Hereford,  and  any  information  he  may 
require  regarding  flies,  etc.,  from  Mr.  A.  Cooke, 
Commercial-road,  Hereford.  And  now  that  the 
weeds  are  a  nuisance,  I  should  advise  him  to  use 
for  pike  traces  the  specially  prepared  steel  wire 
sold  by  Mr,  W.  Jabb,  of  Snow-hill,  Birmingham. 
As  regards  chub  and  pike  in  the  Wye  (is  there  sand 
on  the  sea  shore !)  local  anglers  on  the  Ithon  haul 
chub  to  the  bank  and  there  let  them  lie.  I  do  not 
know  anyone  who  cares  for  chub  angling,  but  one 
who  is  fond  of  this  kind  of  fishing  and  will  fish  in 
the  hottest  part  of  the  day,  and  is  up  in  the  use  of 
the  wasp  grub  (special  pattern  fly),  which  I  should 
be  pleased  to  send,  if  your  correspondent  will  give 
his  address  through  your  valuable  paper,  and  the 
brown  caterpillar  dodge,  which  drops  off  the  young 
oak  trees,  with  blown  line,  and  the  use  of  a  boat, 
he  will  be  in  his  glory. — Yours  truly,  C,  C. 

Staffordshire. 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  EDINBURGH.  | 

Dear  Sir, — "  Englishman  "  having  written  to  tha 
Edinburgh  Eveniivg  Dispatch  on  the  subject,  may  1 
ask  if  any  of  your  readers  can  come  to  his  rescue  ?  | 

"  Where  can  I  obtain,"  he  asks,  "  coarse  or  bottom 
fishing  in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh.  I  am  an 
enthusiastic  angler  in  this  line,  and  enjoy  nothing 
better  than  a  good  day's  roach,  perch,  or  pike  fish- 
mg ;  but  since  I  came  to  Edinburgh  I  have  been 
unable  to  locate  such  sport." 

Being  wholly  ignorant  myself,  I  hope  some  of 
your  readers  may  give  "  Englishman"  the  informa- 
tion he  requires. — Yours  truly,  E.  M,  Tod, 

N.B. — It  is  no  use  to  give  him  information  con- 
cerning places  which  are  strictly  preserved — where 
Mr.  John  Bull  would  possibly  make  a  close  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  Somebody's  bull-dog,  and  where  he 
would  be  sure  (too  sure)  of  a  bite  ! 

ADDRESS  OF  CLIFF  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  tell  me  the  address  of  the  secretarj' 
of  the  Cliff  Angling  Association,  which  preserves 
water  on  the  Avon  at  Stratford-on-Avon  ?  I  should 
be  grateful  for  the  help.— Yours  truly,  . 

60,  Charles-street,  J.  A.  C.  Lane.  ) 

Berkhamsted. 

FISHING  IN  LOW  GILL  AND  TEBAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  intend  going  for  a  fishing  holiday 
up  the  Lune  in  August,  neighbovirhood  of  Low  Gill 
and  Tebay.  Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  the  best  flies  to  take,  or  better  still  the  nama 
of  some  local  man  who  ties  them  ?  Thanking  you 
in  emticipation. — Yours  truly,  A.  C.  R. 

Leeds, 

{Sevwai  kttere  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Fine  Fish  Recently  Captured; 

Fishing  on  Loch  Rannoch  recently  Mr.  T.  Forster 
Brown  captured  a  14lb.  trout  after  a  fight  of 
ninety  minutes  if  the  affair  is  properly  reported. 
It  seems  a  long  time,  but  probably  there  was  good 
reason  for  it.  In  the  Sussex  Adur  Mr.  Richard 
Vinall,  a  member  of  the  Henfield  Angling  Club, 
caught  a  fine  golden  carp  of  101b.  13ozj 

WiNDERMEREl 

From  "  Rainbow's  "-  report  I  am  sorry  to  see  that 
the  trout  fishing  with  the  fly  is  nearly  at  a  stand- 
still, as  the  fish  are  not  rising  well.  The  pike  are 
said  to  be  feeding  well,  but  few  char  have  been 
taken  lately. 


A  Barrister's  Wailj 

The  other  day  I  was  very  much  amused  to  get 
this  note  from  a  well-known  barrister  : — 

"  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 
"  Dear  Mr;  Marston,  —  Where  can  I  get 
Kennedy's  Coch-y-Bondhu  ?  It  might  reUeve  the 
Recording  Angel  of  some  heavy  work.  I  cannot 
make  out  what  is  the  matter ;  the  fish  will  take 
nothing  I  can  offer  them,  but  go  on  rising  at  larvae, 
or  curses,  or  something  not  known  to  me.  I  am 
sure  you  will  forgive  me  for  asking  the  question. 
One  heavy  fish,  who  feeds  occasionally,  also  has 
refused  fifteen  flies,  some  of  which  were,  I  am  sure, 
presented  in  quite  the  orthodox  way." 

Messrs.  Carter,  137,  St.  John's-street-ioad,  tell  me 
they  keep  Mr.  Kennedy's  beetle  in  stock.  The 
writer  is  a  very  good  dry  fly  ,  man,  but  I  have  seen 
the  best  who  ever  lived  probably — namely,  the  late 
G.  S.  Marryat — equally  unable  to  do  anything  when 
the  fish  were  carefully  and  persistently  cursing.  I 
shall  be  very  curious  to  hear  what  happens  to  Mr. 
Kennedy's  bug.  It  goes  in  with  a  bit  of  a  flop, 
and  it  will  be  a  feather  in  its  cap  if  that  old  stager 
does  not  take  his  hook  and  send  a  wave  over  the 
"beadle.'' 


Death  of  Mr.;  Henry  Hodgson^ 
Just  as  we  are  going  to  press  I  regret  to  hear  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Hodgson,  of  Currarevagh; 
I  must  refer  to  bis  work  next  weeki 


Big  Test  Troutj 

I  referred  recently  to  the  note  in  the  Field  to 
the  effect  that  the  late  Mr.  T.  J.  Mann  had  once 
caught  a  lOJlb.  trout  in  the  Test  on  a  Black  Gnat, 
saying  that  I  felt  sure  there  must  be  some 
mistake,  as  Mann  himself  told  me  that  during  all 
the  years  he  fished  on  the  Test  ho  had  never  killed 
a  trout  quite  51b.  There  would  have  been  nothing 
astonishing  in  Mann  killing  a  101b.  trout,  as  he  was 
a  first-class  dry  fly  man ;  but  it  would  have  been  a 
feat  to  be  proud  of  if  he  had  done  it  on  a  Black 
Gnat,  a  fly  which  I  do  not  think  he  ever  used. 

On  July  7  I  got  the  following  note  from  Mr.  C.  G. 
Burrow: — 

"Sandy  Bank,  Weybridge.- 
"Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  reported 
101b.  trout  taken  by  the  late  Mr.  T.  J.  Mann,  you 
may  like  to  know  that  I  was  visiting  Mr.  Harting 
yesterday,  and  I  asked  him  casually  if  Mr.  Mann 
was  a  fisherman  and  a  friend  of  his.  His  reply 
was :  '  Most  certainly ;  he  once  caught  a  lOJlb. 
trout  on  a  Black  Gnat,  and  sent  it  to  me  with  the 
fly  still  in  the  fish's  mouth.' — Yours  faithfully, 

"C.  G.  Burrow."- 

I  felt  sure  there  was  some  mistake,  so  I  asked 
dear  old  Penton,  who  was  Mr.  Mann's  keeper  on 
the  Test  for  so  many  years.  He  replied  that  he 
never  knew  hira  to  kill  such  a  large  fish,  or  heard 
him  speak  of  it;  So  I  wrote  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Harting 
for  a  few  particulars,  and  in  reply  he  says  that  he  finds 
he  made  a  mistake.  The  lO^lb.  fish  was  a  Thames 
trout  caught  at  Maidenhead,  and  shown  to  him 
nearly  twenty  years  ago  by  the  late  John  Gould ; 
and  the  trout  which  the  late  Mr.  T.  J.  Mann  sent 
him  was  3;jflb.,  taken  on  the  Test  on  May  15,  1885, 
on  an  Olive  Dun;  The  Olive  Dun  was  a  prime 
favourite  with  Mann,  and  so  was  the  Red  Quill. 
With  the  former  he  once  killed  four  trout  weighing 
just  over  16lb.  in  one  morning's  fishing.;. 


How  the  Tay  Salmon  Fishery  has  been 
Improved. 

Thanks  chiefly  to  the  exertions  of  Mr;  P.  D; 
Malloch  the  Tay  has  greatly  improved  as  a  salmon 
river.  I  asked  him  recently  if  they  did  any  artificial 
stocking,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  his  reply  that 
they  do  not.    He  says: — 

"  Yes,  we  are  doing  well  on  the  Tay,  beyond  our 
expectations.  Our  company  does  not  stock  the 
Tay,  but  we  do  far  better  ;  we  look  well  after  the 
stock  that  is  in  it.  We  kill  enormous  quantities  of 
seals ;  we  keep  a  steamer  and  a  crew  of  men  for 
doing  nothing  else.  We  also  keep  a  crew  for  killing 
pike.  With  plenty  of  watchers  poaching  is  almost 
a  thing  of  the  past.  We  have  almost  doubled  the 
spring  and  summer  catch  by  letting  up  more  fish  in 
the  autumn.  Many  people  never  considered  that 
autumn  grilse  become  spring  salmon.  We  have 
had  a  big  fiood,  which  will  clean  out  the  river. 'J 


The  Salmon  Fishing  Season  in  Canada; 

Up  to  the  end  of  June  it  has  proved  a  poor 
angUng  season  for  salmon  in  Canada  this  year. 
Forest  and  Stream  says :  "  Mr.  David  T.  Abercrombie 
has  just  returned  from  a  month's  fishing  and  camp- 
ing trip  at  the  Piscicultural  Association's  preserves 
near  Bic,  Quebec.  Mr.  Abercrombie  was  in  camp 
during  the  season  of  forest  fires,  and  much  anxiety 
was  felt  by  their  party;  for  two  full  weeks  they 
didn't  see  the  sun.  The  salmon  fishing  was  very 
poor,  owing  to  low  water ;  trout,  however,  were 
plentiful,  and  good  fishing  was  had;  It  was  Mr. 
Abercrombie's  intention  to  visit  Labrador,  but  a 
storm  caught  them,  and  they  lay  at  La  Havre. 
N.S.,  one  week,  and  then  returned.  At  this  point 
several  grilse  were  taken,  weighing  9^1b.  to  lO^lb. 
on  the  average.  The  salmon  fishing  has  been 
universally  poor;  The  low  water,  at  the  times 
when  the  fish  should  go  up  stream  for  the  spawning 
season,  kept  them  back.  Mr.  Abercrombie  reports 
taking  just  three  salmon.'' 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week,  a  telegram 
arrived  from  the  Glencolumkille  Hotel,  Carrick, 
CO.  Donegal,  as  follows  : — 

"  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  of  Richmond,  Surrey,  and  his 
son,  while  waiting  for  a  spate,  had  three  half-days 
with  rods  sea  fishing,  and  took  274  pollack,  weighing 
9641b.".  It  makes  one  wish  co;  Donegal  was  on  the 
Deal  coasti  R^  B.  MarstoN; 


LAKE  VYENWY  IN  SUMMER. 
By  R.  B.  Marston; 


Accounts  which  I  have  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  the  attractions  of  Lake  Vymwy,  in  North 
Wales,  have  made  mo  wish  to  pay  it  a  visit  every 
year  since  it  was  opened.  But  something  or  other 
has  prevented,  and  there  was  also  the  feeling  that 
the  place  would  not  come  up  to  expectations.  After 
a  fortnight's  stay  there,  from  June  8  last,  with  my 
wife  and  eldest  son,  I  can  only  say  that  we  were 
delighted ;  it  is  a  most  fascinating  place,  and  far 
surpassed  my  expectations  in  every  way. 

There  was  a  strong  north-easter  blowing  the  whole 
way  as  we  passed  through  the  heart  of  England  from 
Euston  to  Crewe  in  the  London  and  North-Westem 
Railway  express,  although  we  could  only  hear  it 
beating  against  the  train  and  see  its  effect  on  every 
stream  and  pool.  It  is  a  most  interesting  country 
to  the  angler  which  is  opened  ui>  by  the  London  and 
North-Western  Railway.  You  pass  scores  of  most 
inviting-looking  stretches  of  river,  and  to  me  it  has 
the  greatest  interest  of  any  line,  since  it  passes  not 
only  through  Walton's  birthplace — Stafford — but 
over  land  which  Walton  tells  us  he  had  "  peaceable 
possession  of  "  for  nearly  thirty  years,  at  Shawford 
or  Shallowford,  near  Stafford.  The  London  and 
North-Western  Railway  bought  part  of  the  land 
which  Walton  bequeathed  to  his  native  town.  In 
my  Lea  and  Dove  Edition  of  Walton  I  have  given  a 
view  of  his  house,  and  of  the  Uttle  stream  by  which 
he  tells  us  he  loved  to  "  loiter  long  days."  The 
splendidly  steady  express  travels  far  too  fast  for 
one  to  see  much  of  Shawford  or  any  other  place  close 
to  the  line  ;  it  is  often  impossible  to  read  more  than 
part  of  the  name  of  a  station,  but  the  gUmpses  one 
gets  of  Walton's  own  brook  show  it  must  have  been 
full  of  fish  in  his  time.  I  fear  it  is  too  near  Stafford 
now. 

Here  I  should  Hke  to  make  a  suggestion  which,  if 
adopted  by  the  London  and  North-Westem  Railway 
and  other  companies,  would,  at  very  small  expense, 
very  greatly  increase  the  interest  of  railway  travel- 
Ung  ;  it  is  that  bird's-eye  maps  of  the  country 
through  which  the  line  passes  should  be  given  in 
place  of  the  ordinary  flat  maps  or  photographs. 
The  bird's-eye  view  showing  the  country  in  green 
give  a  better  idea  of  it  than  any  other. 

Refreshing  as  it  is  for  eyes  which  most  of  the  year 
see  chiefly  bricks  and  mortar  to  rest  on  thousands 
of  green  fields,  it  is  sad  to  see  so  little  human  life  in 
rural  England.  Almost  every  grass  field  shows  the 
ridges  and  marks  of  the  days  when  it  was  corn-land, 
and  grew  splendid  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats  ; 
now  the  same  sun  ripens  those  crops  for  us  in  foreign 
lands.  Whatever  poUtical  views  he  may  hold  no 
Englishman  can  think  of  rural  England  as  it  was  up 
to  the  sixties  and  see  it  as  it  is  now  without  regret; 

At  Crewe,  our  first  stop,  we  have  only  just  time  to 
get  our  things  over  to  the  train  for  Oswestry,  where 
we  change  for  Llanfyllin,  on  the  Cambrian  Railways 
It  is  all  a  pleasant  journey  ;  even  the  long  wait  at  a 
pretty  Welsh  railway  station,  gay  with  roses,  is 
welcome.  These  rural  railway  stations  are  pleasant 
and  peaceful  resting-places  on  a  summer  day  ;  the 
hum  of  the  breeze  in  the  telegraph  ^nre,  and  that 
most  cheerful  of  bird  noises,  the  httle  scream  which 
the  house  martins  give  as  they  circle  round  the 
station-master's  house,  are  almost  the  only  sounds 
to  be  heard.  No  birds  seem  to  enjoy  Ufe  more  than 
the  swallow,  swift,  and  martin ;  and  they  add 
immensely  to  what  one  may  call  the  deUghtful 
accompaniments  of  angUng.  WTiy  do  the  porters 
at  rural  railway  stations  nearly  all  wear  a  pleasant 
green  corduroy  uniform  and  the  station-masters 
blue  frock-coats  ?  the  latter  is  doubtless  a  company 
regulation.  What  nice  fellows  all  these  railway 
officials  and  men  are  !  The  guard  of  our  express 
this  morning  as  he  stood  on  the  platform  at  Euston. 
towering  above  the  crowd  and  waving  his  flag,  was 
a  sight  to  cure  the  "  blues  "—"  Admiral  of  the 
Fleet "  we  involuntarily  dubbed  him. 

But  here  we  are  at  Llanfylhn.  Ur.  C.  W.  Gedney, 
in  a  capital  description  of  Lake  Vymwy  which  I 
gave  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  26,  1892, 
said :— "  There  are  several  ways  of  getting  to  the 
lake  from  London,  but  the  best  is  from  Euston  to 
Llanfylhn,  205^  miles,"  which  he  calls  a  "  three 
hours'  railway  joumey.-J  We  did  60  miles  an  hour 
for  a  good  bit  of  the  journey,  but  it  took  us  double 
the  time;  Mr.  Gedney  must  have  done  it  in  a  motor- 
car. How  curious  it  is  to  hear  a  pretty  girl  and  a 
jollv  young  farmer  on  the  platform  talking  a  plea- 
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sant  language,  of  which  not  a  word  can  one  under- 
stand. Smiles  and  tears  are  the  only  universal 
language. 

We  are  as  near  as  the  railway  can  take  us  to 
Lake  Vj'rnwy,  and  the  remaining  ten  miles  over  a 
good  road  winding  up  among  the  Welsh  hills  are 
soon  left  behind  us  in  the  carriage  and  capital  pair 
of  horses  which  Miss  Davies  had  sent  to  meet  us. 

And  here  we  are  at  last  at  one  of  the  most  com- 
fortable hotels  in  the  kingdom,  presided  over  by  the 


the  greatest  lake  in  Wales,  and  one  of  the  most 
beautiful. 

No  one  need  fear  that  they  will  find  Lake  Vyrnwy 
not  natural  because  it  was  made  by  man  ;  even 
the  great  grey  dam  only  adds  interest  to  the  scene  as 
an  everlasting  witness  to  man's  power  over  Nature  ; 
it  looks  almost  as  old  as  the  rock  out  of  which  it  was 
hewn. 

As  for  bird  life  at  Lake  Vyrnwy,  we  were  simply 
enchanted  with  its  variety— the  nightingales  were 


vince  me  that  if  the  -weather  is  favourable  sport 
may  be  had  all  through  the  season  on  the  lake,  and 
the  fish  take  better  again  towards  the  end.  We  had 
the  coldest  weather  I  ever  remember  in  June,  but 
when  we  did  get  a  glint  of  sunshine  and  a  warmer 
breeze  we  got  a  few  trout,  or,  at  any  rate,  some  rises. 
There  are  more  than  twelve  miles  of  shore  round  the 
lake,  and,  as  Mr.  Gedney  says,  you  can  always  find 
j  a  sheltered  bit  somewhere,  and  if  there  is  a  breeze 
1  and  you  search  the  likely  places  carefully,  it  is  per- 


[Kodak  photo  hy  E.  W.  Marston. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  fbom  the  Hotel. 


[ICodak  photo  by  E.  W,  Marston. 
Lake  Vybnwy  Hotel. 


most  charming  of  hostesses.  "  Delighted  to  see 
you  at  last,  Mr.  Marston  !  "  No  one  who  has  heard 
Miss  Davies'  hearty  welcome  can  fail  to  feel  at  home 
at  once,  as  we  did.  "  And  what  do  you  think  of 
Lake  Vyrnwy  ?  "  As  we  were  looking  at  the  view 
from  the  grounds  in  front  of  the  hotel,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  say  anything  but  "  Dehghtful !  "  "  Yes, 
isn't  it,"  said  Miss  Davies.  "  Everyone  says  so. 
Your  father  was  enchanted  with  it."  And  after  kind 


in  magnificent  voice ;  we  both  heard  and  saw 
several.  Miss  Davies  said  she  was  glad  I  could  say 
so,  because  their  presence  in  such  a  situation — eight 
hundred  feet  above  sea-level — had  been  declared 
impossible  when  a  gentleman  from  Kent,  a  frequent 
visitor  at  the  hotel,  said  he  had  heard  one.  When 
I  was  at  school  at  Bonn,  on  the  Rhine,  the  nightin- 
gales were  so  numerous  that  we  found  them-  a 
nuisance  as  they  kept  us  awake  so  much,  so  I  had 


fectly  certain  that  you  will  rise  good  trout,  though 
not  so  certain  that  you  will  get  them.  On  our  drive 
from  Llanfyllin  to  the  hotel  a  May  Fly  flew  on  to  my 
son's  coat,  and  afterwards  on  the  lake  and  in  the 
bay  where  the  boats  are  kept  I  saw  a  few  flies  and 
fish  take  them.  One  or  two  days  I  ought  to  have 
had  four  or  five  brace  more  than  the  four  or  five  fish 
I  got  if  I  had  landed  half  the  fish  I  rose  to  the  arti- 
ficial May  Fly  fished  dry.    I  was  quite  ashamed  of 


[Kodak  jjholo  hy  E.  W.  Marston. 

The  Landing-stage  and  Boat-house,  Lake  Vybnwy. 


[Kodak  photo  hy  E.  W.  Marston. 

The  Small  Dam  below  the  Gbeat  Dam,  Lake  Vybnwy. 


inquiries  about  the  "  Amateur  Angler"  and  other 
friends,  Miss  Davies  explained  that  it  was  more  beau- 
tiful than  when  the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  wrote  his 
pleasant  description  of  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
in  his  book,  "  By  Meadow  and  Stream."  ten  years 
ago,  for  the  simple  reason  that  everything  is  more 
mature— the  shrubs  have  grown  into  trees,  and  the 
plantations  on  the  sides  of  the  hills  into  woods. 
Liverpool  has  wisely  spent  her  milUons  m  convert- 
ing the  head- waters  of  the  little  River  Verniew  into 


plenty  of  opportunity  of  both  hearing  and  seeing  the 
bird.  After  what  Mss  Davies  told  me  I  looked  out 
for  it,  and  saw  it  often — you  cannot  well  mistake 
the  graceful  little  brown-backed,  white-breasted 
bird  flitting  about  low  down  among  the  bushes. 

Lake  Vybnwy  in  June. 
Although  the  best  baskets  are  undoubtedly  made 
earlier  in  the  season,  April  being  the  best  month,  I 
saw  quite  enough  during  my  visit  in  June  to  con- 


the  way  I  missed  fish  through  not  striking  quickly 
enough.  The  fact  is  you  carmot  be  too  quick  in 
dry-fly  fishing  on  a  lake  ;  you  almost  want  to  begin 
striking  before  the  fish  rises.  The  reason  is  that 
when  you  only  get  a  rise  at  long  intervals  of  casting 
you  get  careless,  and  when  the  boil  comes  do  not 
lespond  instantly,  and  perhaps  only  just  feel  the 
fish,  or  not  even  that.  If  I  saw  a  fish  rise  and  could 
get  my  floating  May  Fly  over  him  the  next  cast,  I 
generally  got  the  fish,  simply  because  I  felt  certain 
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he  would  take  the  fly.  More  than  once  the  keeper, 
Carpenter,  who  is  also  Miss  Davies'  fish  breeder,  and 
a  capital  fellow,  or  his  son  remarked  how  my  float- 
ing iNlay  Fly  pitched  close  to  the  rocks  would  bring 
a  tish  up  ;  and  it  is  a  mystery  to  me  how  the  fish 
could  take  a  big  fly  under  and  then  get  rid  of  the 
hook  so  quickly.  In  April  and  May  the  best  sport 
is  generally  got  by  fishing  out  in  the  lake,  and  the 
boatmen  all  said  that  these  fish  take  much  more 
surely  than  the  shore  fish. 

The  Coch-y-bondhit  or  Fern  Beetle. 

I  saw  very  Uttle  fly,  and  indeed  half  the  time  of 
our  visit  it  was  too  rough  or  cold  to  do  any  good 
on  the  lake,  but  on  two  days  I  missed  an  extra- 
ordinarily fine  rise  of  fish,  which  was  Umited  to  about 
half  a  mile  of  water  fifty  or  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
shore,  between  the  water  tower  and  the  boat  bay  one 
day,  and  between  the  boat  bay  and  the  dam  the  next. 

My  wife  and  son  were  in  a  boat  with  young  Car- 
penter, and  I  was  in  another  with  his  father,  and  had 
crossed  the  lake  to  fish  the  opposite  shore.  It 
seems  that  a  strong  wind  sweeping  down  the  Cynon 
VaUey  brought  hundreds  of  the  fem-web  beetle  or 
bracken  clock,  or  Coch-y-Bondhu,  as  it  is  called  in 
Wales,  off  the  bracken  and  dropped  them  into  the 
lake,  when,  as  if  by  magic,  the  fish  began  rising  all 
round  young  Carpenter's  boat.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  fish  were  taking  the  beetle,  and  said  he 
thought  they  had  some  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Kennedy's 
famous  artificial  imitation  at  the  hotel,  so  my  son 
landed,  raced  up  the  road,  bought  all  they  Jiad  left 
(four),  and  raced  back.  In  the  meantime,  it  seems 
they  had  been  calling  to  me  and  waving  their  hands, 
but  in  the  stiff  breeze  it  was  impossible  to  see  or 
hear  across  the  lake,  and  I  only  heard  of  their 
exciting  experience  of  hooking  and  losing  fish 
which  were  rising  all  round  them.  In  his  race  up 
to  the  hotel  my  son  had  noticed  the  beetle  in 
numbers  on  the  road.  The  rise  lasted  for  about 
two  hours  that  day,  but  was  over  before  lunch. 
Next  morning  it  came  on  again,  but  not  so  strongly, 
and  although  I  was  on  the  same  stretch  of  water  we 
did  not  see  many  beetles,  and  the  fish  seemed  to  have 
had  enough  of  them,  except  for  five  or  six  minutes, 
when  I  got  three  with  the  beetle,  and  lost  after  ten 
minutes'  fighting  what  I  thought  was  a  21b.  or  31b. 
fish.  The  fish  rushed  off  nearlj'  forty  yards  of  line, 
and  fought  so  strongly  that  I  was  sure  it  was  a  good 
one  until  I  got  it  close  to  the  boat,  when  it  proved 
to  be  only  about  a  pound,  hooked  in  the  pectoral 
fin.  Mr.  Kennedy's  beetle  is  a  first-rate  imitation  ; 
it  floats  just  like  the  natural  beetle,  only  a  little 
deeper  in  the  water,  and  the  fish  take  it  with  perfect 
confidence.  My  son  got  some  nice  trout  with  it,  and 
my  wife  lost  four  good  fish  one  after  another,  after 
plajang  them  nearly  to  the  net — a  great  disappoint- 
ment. Next  day  when  in  the  boat  with  me  she  hooked 
and,  after  a  capital  fight,  landed  a  lovely  pound  fish. 
The  beetle  fell  out  of  the  fish's  mouth  when  Carpenter 
put  the  net  under  it,  and  he  said,  "  Why,  there's  no 
barb  to  the  hook  !  " — that  accounted  for  the  loss  of 
the  four  fish  the  day  before,  as  it  was  the  same 
"  beadle."  The  barb  had  got  broken  off,  and  I 
fear  I  did  it  when  pulling  the  hook  out  of  the 
flannel  in  my  fly-book.  In  the  excitement  my  son 
struck  too  hard,  and  two  or  three  trout  are  at 
present  advertising  Mr.  Kennedy's  Coch-y-Bondhu 
to  the  thousands  of  trout  in  Lake  Vyrnwj'. 

Fly  and  Minnow.- 

The  upper  half  of  the  lake  is  considered  best  for 
fly-fishing,  and  is  reserved  for  fly  only.  We  went 
only  once  to  that  end,  and  on  tliat  occasion 
were  driven  off  by  a  gale  which  made  fishing 
useless.  I  got  a  trout  at  the  first  cast  almost,  and 
then  hooked  a  "  good  fish,"  which  proved  to  be  a 
chub  ;  both  took  the  May  Fly.  The  chub  have 
been  destroyed  by  persistent  netting  when  they  are 
up  the  small  streams  spawning.  I  saw  very  few  in 
the  lake.  Miss  Davies  hoped  to  have  made  a  raid 
on  them  during  our  stay,  but  the  cold  weather  kept 
them  back.  An  otter  hunt  was  also  postponed,  to 
our  disappointment. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  the  thousands  of 
trout  killed  each  season  on  the  lake  are  taken  on  the 
fly.  I  experimented  with  various  spinning  baits 
and  tackles  when  crossing  from  one  side  to  the  other, 
or  when  the  fly  was  hopeless.  The  best  bait  is  the 
natural  minnow,  and  the  best  tackle  I  tried  is  that 
which  ColUnson,  for  so  many  years  the  keeper  on 
the  Matlock  Association  water,  used  with  such 
deadly  effect.  His  daughter  makes  the  tackles  up 
admirably.  It  consists  of  three  small  triangles, 
made  by  whipping  hooks  together,  not  brazing 


them,  with  a  small  lead  mouthpiece  to  push  into 
the  minnow.  Collinson  used  to  cut  off  the  fins  and 
tail  of  a  small,  white-belhed  minnow,  and  cast  over- 
hand like  a  fly,  in  the  fly-fishing  spinning  style 
described  by  A.R.I.E.L.  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
twenty  years  ago.  The  tackle  is  mounted  on  fine 
di'awn  gut  with  invisible  swivels,  and  the  spin  is  got 
by  putting  a  bend  in  the  tail  and  fixing  a  triangle  so 
as  to  keep  it  bent.  There  are,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
plenty  of  minnows  in  the  lake,  but  they  were 
spawning  and  far  too  soft  to  make  good  baits.  I 
had  a  few  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller's  preserved  minnows, 


repeatedly  had  fish  rise  at  her  flies  within  a  couple 
of  yards.  The  fact  that  the  boats  are  all  painted 
a  darkish  slate-colour — the  same  colour  as  the 
rocks  —  makes  me  think  that  the  trout  mistake 
them  for  the  rocks  they  are  so  accuKtomed  to 
see.  They  are  good  boats,  and  they  require  to  bo 
on  such  a  deep  lake  subject  to  such  rough  storms  and 
squalls.  When  the  wind  is  blowing  strongly  and 
increasingly  down  towards  the  dam  it  is  not  safe  to 
get  too  near  it  as  there  is  a  backwash,  which  is 
most  difficult  to  row  in,  and  the  breaking  of  an  oar 
or  rowlock  might  make  it  impossible  to  prevent  the 
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which  were  beautifully  tough,  but  as  they  were 
three  years  in  the  formaUn  they  were  very  dark.  I 
got  a  fish  or  a  run  nearly  every  time  I  tried  this 
tackle,  when  a  small  Phantom  or  a  minnow  on  a 
Chapman  spinner  did  not  move  a  fish.  One  angler, 
who  stuck  to  it  well  in  spite  of  cold  gales,  always  got 
some  fish  using  a  natural  minnow  and  an  old  Chap- 
man spinner. 

Shore  Fishing — Colour  of  the  Boats. 

Wading  is  prohibited  round  the  shores  of  Lake 
Vyrnwy,  partly  on  account  of  the  fact  that  it  is 


boat  being  blown  on  to  the  dam,  and  the  best 
swimmer  would  not  have  much  chance  if  upset 
there  with  nothing  but  a  smooth  wall  of  rock  to 
cUng  to.  I  saw  lots  of  fine  trout  rising  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  dam  one  day  when  the  sun  was 
shining,  and  tried  for  them  from  the  road 
along  the  top,  but  they  would  not  take. 
They  were  not  feeding  —  that  i?,  swimrning 
along  near  the  surface — but  came  up  from  the 
depths,  made  a  swirl,  and  went  down  again  ;  some 
must  have  been  nearly  two-pounders.  Although 
we  never  got  more  than  three  to  five  brace,  and 
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very  dangerous,  as  the  shoal  water  often  deepens 
suddenly  to  ten  or  twenty  feet ;  but  there  are  many 
places  where  you  can  fish  from  the  bank,  especially 
when  the  water  has  fallen  below  the  band  of  rough 
rocks  and  stones  which  have  been  placed  round  the 
lake  to  prevent  storms  washing  the  banks  away. 
Below  this  line,  where  the  water  is  not  too  deep, 
there  is  often  a  beautiful  beach  of  fine  sand,  from 
which  one  can  cast  with  comfort ;  and,  personally, 
I  would  rather  catch  one  trout  from  the  bank  than 
two  from  the  boat.  By  the  way,  it  is  curious  how 
boldly  the  Lake  Vyrnwy  trout  will  rise  close  to  the 
boats.    Our  boatmen  told  us  this,  and  my  wife 


sometimes  only  one  or  two  fish  between  us,  when 
we  fished  the  lake,  we  enjoyed  our  days  on  it 
immensely.  The  scenery  is  so  lovely,  the  air  so 
exhilarating,  and  the  shores  so  diversified  that  we 
always  regretted  having  to  turn  homewards,  even 
though  chilled  to  the  bone  by  the  June  evening 
breezes.  The  best  way  to  see  the  whole  length  of 
the  lake — some  five  miles — is  to  drive  up  to  the  top 
and  fish  back.  In  the  Uttle  map  of  tiie  lake,  which 
"  Long  Drift,"  who  sends  such  excellently  concise 
and  true  reports  of  the  sport  to  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
made  for  me,  the  chief  bays  are  marked.  The  hills 
which  are  separated  by  Rhiwargor  Bay  are  ex- 
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tremely  picturesque,  some  of  their  sides  rising  almost 
sheer  up  from  the  fine  road  which  has  been  cut 
round  their  base  to  the  extensive  grouse  moors  above. 
The  River  Vyrnwy. 
The  limit  of  size  of  trout  which  may  be  retained 
19  lOin.  for  the  lake,  where  the  fish  average  three- 
quarters  of  a  poiuid,  and  6in.  in  the  streams, 
including  the  very  charming  river  Vyrnwy,  which 
flows  out  of  the  lake,  four  miles  of  which  can  be 
hshed  by  visitors  to  the  hotel.  Wishing  to  see  the 
river,  Miss  Davies  kindly  drove  me  down  nearly  to 
the  end  of  her  water— to  its  junction  witli  the 
Cowny  in  fact.  It  was  three  in  the  afternoon  before 
I  began  to  fish  back,  and  as  it  is  pretty  rough 
wading,  and  the  banks  much  overgrown  with 
bushes  and  trees,  I  did  far  more  walking  and  climb- 
ing than  fishing ;  but  I  saw  that  there  were  plenty 
of  game  httle  trout  in  every  pool  and  stickle,  and 
as  some  of  the  pools  are  long  and  deep,  there  is 
doubtless  a  fair  number  of  half-pound  and  larger 
fish.  Miss  Davies  tells  me  she  intends  to  have  some 
of  the  superabundant  bushes  cut  down,  which  will 
be  a  great  blessing  to  the  angler.  I  got  eight  or  ten 
trout,  chiefly  on  Mr.  Kennedy's  beetle,  which 
happened  to  be  on  my  cast,  but  I  hardly  saw  a  fish 
rise  to  the  natural  fly,  or  indeed  any  fly  on  the 
water.  I  wish  now  I  had  given  a  day  to  it  and  been 
able  to  fish  it  properly.  A  word  of  caution  to  any 
angler  trying  the  Vymwy  is  that  in  the  mile  of 
water  below  the  small  dam  below  the  great  one 
there  are  some  deep  holes  so  close  to  the  grass  at 
the  edge  that  one  step  may  take  you  in  over  your 
head,  or  you  may  be  wading  across  a  shallow  which 
falls  away  suddenly  into  a  black  depth. 

Although  there  are  disadvantages  in  the  lake-fed 
stream,  one  being  that  the  water  from  the  bottom 
of  the  lake  is  sometimes  dirty  with  sediment,  and 
makes  the  stones  slippery,  yet  the  angler  knows  that 
the  water  never  gets  too  low  for  fishing.  ParUa- 
ment  settled  that  ten  million  gallons  should  flow 
from  the  lake  every  twenty-four  hours,  and  always 
in  the  eight  months  between  the  last  day  of  Feb- 
ruary and  the  first  of  November  there  must  be  a 
discharge  for  scouring  purposes  of  40  milhon  gallons 
per  day  for  forty  days.  The  compensation  water 
is  estimated  to  be  more  than  five  times  the  diy- 
weather  flow  of  the  river. 

In  the  long  stretch  of  water  at  the  heel  of  the 
great  dam  below  the  apron,  and  between  it  and  the 
small  dam  below,  there  is  a  lot  of  deep  water  holding 
some  fine  trout  and  lots  of  chub.  We  had  a  brace 
of  chub  out  of  it  nearly  31b.  apiece,  which  took  a 
diy  May  Fly.  They  gave  no  sport  after  the  first 
rush,  but  then  they  were  full  of  spawn— the  same 
fish  in  the  autumn  and  winter  would  fight  to  some 
purpose.  The  small  dam  below  the  great  one  is  shown 
in  one  of  my  son's  photographs  reproduced  with  these 
notes.:  Mrs.  R.;  B.  M.  was  caught  when  casting  from 
the  wall  of  the  dam  on  the  right  of  the  picture.' 

But  I  find  my  notes  have  already  run  out,inore 
line  than  I  imagined,  and  I  must  leave  the  question 
of  the  possibiUty  and  advisabiUty  of  introducing 
the  May  Fly  for  another  occasion.  If  it  could  be 
introduced  I  am  certain  it  would  greatly  improve 
the  fishing  in  June,  when  as  a  rule  there  is  httle 
natural  fly  on  the  lake,  and  it  would  also  improve 
the  fish.  The  Vymwy  lake  trout  were  wonderfully 
fine  the  first  few  years  after  the  lake  was  opened  to 
fishing,  and  averaged  a  pound  or  more.  Then  for 
some  reason  or  other  they  fell  off  in  condition  for  a 
time,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  the  new  blood  intro- 
duced of  late  years  has  improved  the  fishing  greatly. 
There  were  some  very  good  and  keen  fly  fishers  at 
the  hotel  during  part  of  the  time  we  were  there,  and 
some  pretty  dishes  of  trout  on  the  hall  table  every 
evening.  The  fish  are  very  game  fighters  and 
excellent  for  breakfast,  the  Buttermere  fish  being 
particularly  good,  and  easily  distinguished  from  the 
longer  and  darker  Loch  Levens.  Miss  Davies  is 
putting  some  thousands  of  yearling  rainbows  in  this 
season,  which  is  an  interesting  experiment  which  I 
hope  wiU  succeed.  We  caught  many  of  them,  pretty 
little  fellows,  in  the  creek  where  the  boats  are,  and 
a  few  out  in  the  lake,  but  the  majority^are  in  the 
rearing  ponds. 

UfAs  regards  the  hotel,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
praise  too  highly  its  delightful  situation  and  sur- 
roundings, and  the  excellence  of  the  cookmg  and 
general  accommodation.  My  only  regret  is  now 
that  I  did  not  go  there  years  ago,  as  I  can  fully 
endorse  all  that  Mr.  Gedney,  the  "  Amateur  Angler,*' 
Mr.  David  Pine,  and  many  other  visitors  have  said 
about  it.  As  for  Miss  Davies— well,  we  all  fell  in 
love  with  her. 


HAMPSHIEE  DAYS."* 


On  a  glorious  evening  in  the  last  week  of  June 
we— my  young  grandson  and  I— were  pla3ring  at 
toss-ball  under  the  trees  on  the  common.  " Heigho ! 
shouted  Eric  ;  "  there's  a  stag-beetle  !  "  Of?  he 
went  and  I  followed.  He  was  buzzing  about, 
apparently  aimlessly,  sometimes  over  the  young 
lime  trees  and  sometimes  just  over  our  heads. 
Eric  threw  his  cap  at  him,  and  so  did  I.  Presently 
he  floundered  into  a  lower  branch  among  the  leaves, 
and  I  easily  hooked  him  down  into  the  long  grass, 
where  he  seemed  to  be  quite  helpless.  His  stag- 
like antlers  and  his  hairy  legs  so  entangled  him  in 
the  long  grass  that  he  was  quite  grateful  when  I 
gave  him  the  help  of  the  point  of  my  stick,  to  which 
he  clung  tenaciously.  Eric,  full  of  excitement,  soon 
bundled  him  up  in  his  handkerchief  and  carried  him 
home  triumpliantly.  I  wanted  to  let  him  off  on  the 
score  of  cruelty,  but  Eric  wouldn't  listen  to  the  sug- 
gestion for  an  instant.  "I'll  put  him  into  the  box 
with  my  garden  snails,  give  him  some  fresh  leaves, 
and  you'fl  see  he'll  be  quite  happy."  So  he  was 
shut  up  in  the  box  with  some  fresh  leaves  and  half 
a  score  of  big  shell-snails. 

These  snails,  instead  of  being  thrown  over  into 
the  next  garden,  as  is  the  usual  practice,  I  fancy, 
had  been  placed  by  Eric  in  this  "durance  vile'^ 
for  some  days,  as  a  punishment  for  their  sins  in 
devouring  the  young  green  shoots  of  his  Michaelmas 
daisies.    They  fed  greedily  upon  the  leaves,  shmed 


about  the  sides  of  the  box,  deposited  a  large 
number  of  round  white  eggs  the  size  of  small  pills, 
and  Erie  said  they  were  as  happy  as  could  be. 
It  was  quite  clear  to  us  that  snails  don't  eat  stag- 
beetles,  but  not  quite  so  clear  that  our  stag-beetle 
wouldn't  eat  them  ;  none  of  us  knew  exactly  what 
was  the  favourite  food  of  stag-beetles,  or  what  sort 
of  companion  this  one  would  prove  to  the  snails : 
whether  he  would  quarrel  and  fight,  or  whether  he 
would  be  friendly  and  sociable.  Next  morning  we 
went  into  the  garden  to  see  how  they  were  getting 
on.  We  found  the  snails  all  huddled  up  in 
one  corner,  closely  shut  up  in  their  houses,  and 
the  stag  at  the  other  end  of  the  box  looking 
very  fierce  and  defiant— and  hungry.  The  snails 
had  eaten  nothing,  and  were  apparently  afraid 
of  the  stag;  they  were  acting  on  the  defensive, 
fully  armed  in  their  thick  shells  against  attack, 
and  evidently  the  beetle  had  gone  supperless 
to  bed.  Eric  insisted  on  giving  them  another  day 
and  night  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  if  so  dis- 
posed. Next  morning  on  opening  the  box  the  situa- 
tion was  exactly  the  same.  The  snails  remained 
Btill  in  their  impregnable  fortress,  and  the  stag 
clinging  to  the  same  spot,  looking  fiercer  and 
hungrier  than  ever.  Even  if  the  flesh  of  snails  had 
been  his  favourite  dish,  as  probably  it  is,  he  must 
have  starved  here  in  the  closest  proximity  to  it,  for 
even  his  strong  jaws  would  be  powerless  to  storm 
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those  massive  walls.  Beetles  generally  are  said  to 
have  enormous  appetites,  and  will  devour  anything 
that  comes  in  their  way. 

"  Why,"  cried  Eric,  "if  they  go  on  in  this  way  much 
longer  they  will  all  be  famished  together.  I  must 
raise  the  siege.''  So  he  took  the  stag-beetle  on  the 
end  of  a  stick,  gave  him  a  swing,  and  off  he  flew, 
weakly  and  floundering,  as  if  on  the  verge  of  starva- 
tion, alighting  in  some  bushes  in  the  next  garden. 
He  was  seen  afterwards  buzzing  about  over  the 
trees,  and  we  wondered  whether  he  had  sufficient 
sense  or  instinct  to  find  his  way  back  to  his  wife  and 
family  on  the  common. 

It  was  by  a  curious  coincidence  that  I  had  just 
brought  home  the  book,  the  title  of  which  heads  this 
article,  and  the  very  first  page  I  opened  up  was  the 
one  containing  this  excellent  picture  of  the  stag- 
beetle,  which  has  been  kindly  lent  by  the  pubUshers. 
Naturally  Eric  and  I  were  curious  to  know  what  Mr. 
Hudson  had  to  tell  us  about  him.  He  tells  us  what 
in  fact  we  had  just  found  out  for  ourselves,  namely, 
that  "during  the  last  week  in  June  we  can  look  for 
the  appearance  of  our  most  majestical  insect ;  he  is 
an  evening  flier,  and  .a  httle  before  sunset  begins  to 
show  himself  abroad.  He  is  indeed  a  monarch 
among  hexapods,  with  none  equal  to  him,  save, 
perhaps,  the  great  goblin  moth,  and  in  shape  and 
size  and  soUdity  he  bears  about  the  same  relation  to 
pretty  bright  flies  as  a  horned  rhinoceros  does  to 
volatile  squirrels  and  monkeys."  Then  he  goes  on 
to  give  us  an  amusing  account  of  his  buzzing  flight 
and  clumsy  entanglements,  when,  Uke  Ccelebs,  he  is 
"  in  search  of  a  wife  "  ;  but  he  does  not  tell  us 
what  he  usually  feeds  upon. 

I  have  been  asked  to  write  something  about 
this  book — not  to  review  it  critically ;  that  is 
not  my  department.  I  come  to  it,  not  as 
wielding  the  authority  of  a  master,  but  as  a 
learner — a  pupil,  interested  always  in  all  tilings 
pertaining  to  nature,  but  with  the  fewest 
Ijossible  opportunities  of  personally  worshipping 
at  her  shrine.  That  is  why  it  gives  me  infinite 
pleasure  to  sit  in  an  easy  chair  and  revel  in 
just  such  a  book  as  this.  The  title  of  it, 
"  Hampshire  Days,"  is  really  too  brief :  it 
almost  conceals  rather  than  reveals  what  it 
is  all  about.  One  must  at  least  read  preface 
and  contents  of  chapters  to  find  out.  It  is 
clear,  however,  from  these  that  the  author  has 
spent  not  only  days  but  weeks  and  months 
and  years  in  wandering  about  the  woods  and 
forests  of  Hampshire,  and  the  book  is  the 
outcome  of  wide  experience  and  knowledge. 

I  find  it  the  pleasantest  occupation  possible 
to  sit  in  an  armchair  and  luxuriate  in  the 
pleasant  pictures,  scenes,  animals,  birds,  and 
insects  which,  as  in  a  charming  panorama, 
pass  under  my  eyes  in  these  pages  —  this  is 
pleasure,  but  to  perform  the  allotted  task 
of  writing  about  them,  that  is  labour  !  for 
while  every  page  has  a  charm  of  its  own  it  is  not 
easy  to  discriminate.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
book  is  an  exceedingly  readable  one.  The  author 
not  only  describes  well  what  he  sees  and  does,  from 
the  naturaUst's  point  of  view,  but  the  book  has  a 
pleasant  hterary  tone  not  always  found  in  the 
works  of  naturaUsts. 

There  are  fourteen  chapters,  and  if  I  extract  a 
bit  here  and  there  it  must  not  i)e  inferred  that  they 
are  the  best,  but  only  as  samples  of  good  and 
curious  things  with  which  it  abounds.  Here  is 
something  about  my  old  friend  the  hornet : — 

"  I  was  sitting  in  the  shade  of  a  large  elm  tree  one 
day,  when  I  was  visited  by  a  big  hornet,  who  swept 
noisily  down  and  settled  on  the  trunk  four  or  five 
feet  above  the  ground.  A  quantity  of  sap  had  oozed 
out  into  a  deep  cleft  of  the  rough  bark,  had  con- 
gealed there,  and  the  hornet  had  discovered  it. 
Before  he  had  been  long  feeding  on  it  I  saw  a  httle 
bank-vole  come  out  from  the  roots  of  the  tree  and 
run  up  the  trunk,  looking  veiy  bright  and  pretty  in 
his  bright  chesnut  fur  as  he  came  into  the  sunhght, 
steaUng  up  to  the  lower  end  of  the  cleft  full  of 
thickened  sap.  He,  too,,  began  feeding  on  it.  The 
hornet,  who  was  at  the  upper  end  of  the  cleft,  quite 
four  inches  apart  from  the  vole,  at  once  stopped 
eating,  and  regarded  the  intruder  for  some  time, 
then  advanced  towards  him  in  a  threatening  atti- 
tude. The  vole  was  frightened  at  this,  starting  and 
erecting  his  hair,  and  once  or  twice  he  tried  to  re- 
cover his  courage  and  resume  his  feeding,  but  the 
hornet  still  keeping  up  his  hostile  movements,  he 
eventuaUy  shd  quietly  down  and  hid  himself  at 
the  roots;    When  the  hornet  departed  he  came 
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out  again  and  went  to  the  sap.  ;  7  ;  Rarely 
have  1  looked  on  a  prettier  little  comedy  in  wild 
lite."- 

Our  author  confirms  the  old  story  of  the  young 
cuckoo  hatched  in  a  robin's  nest  ejecting  the  eggs, 
and  he  actually  saw  and  describes  the  method 
adopted  by  this  two  or  three  days  old  "  jelly-like 
creature  '■-  to  get  the  young  robin  on  to  the  hollow 
of  his  own  naked  back,  and  so  to  gradually  work  it 
up  to  the  edge  of  the  nest,  and,  "  standing  actually 
on  the  rim,  jerked  his  body,  causing  the  robin  to  fall 
off  clean  away  from  the  nest.  It  fell  in  fact  on  a 
dock-leaf  five  inches  below  the  rim  of  the  nest  and 
rested  there."  The  author  expresses  his  amaze- 
ment at  the  callous  indifference  shown  by  the  parent 
robins  to  the  fate  of  their  own  offspring,  whilst  they 
continued  to  pamper  the  cuckoo. 

Chapter  II.  is  partly  devoted  to  a  not  very 
favourable  account  of  the  people  of  the  New  Forest, 
a  subject  I  need  not  touch  upon.    I  am  chiefly  on 


shelter,  mouth  down,  fastened  to  a  spray,  and  the 
spider  was  sitting  in  it.  Looking  down,  it  must  have 
seen  and  known  that  the  grasshopper  was  far  too 
big  and  strong  to  be  held  in  that  frailest  snare,  that 
it  would  be  gone  in  a  moment,  and  the  net  torn  to 
pieces.  It  also  must  have  seen  that  it  was  no  wasp 
nor  dangerous  insect  of  any  kind,  and  so,  instantly, 
straight  and  swift  as  a  leaden  plummet,  it  dropped 
out  of  the  silvery  bell  it  Uved  in  and  attacked  it  at 
the  head.  The  falces  were  probably  thrust  into  the  t 
body  between  the  head  and  the  prothorax,  for ' 
almost  instantly  the  straggle  ceased,  and  in  less 
than  three  seconds  the  victim  appeared  perfectly 
dead.". 

Chapter  IV.,  among  other  pleasant  things,  de- 
scribes the  stag-beetle  already  mentioned,  and  a 
long  and  interesting  interview  with  a  pair  of  adders. 
In  the  following  chapters,  to  mention  only  a  few  j 
items,  will  be  foimd  a  description  of  how  the  weasel  j 
fascinates  small  birds,  Hampshire  pigs^fascinated 


up  every  insect  that  appeared  on  the  water.  There- 
fore, he  concluded  that  "  the  swift  and  not  the 
swallow  is  the  chief  culprit."  I  regard  them  as 
Arcades  amio— one  as  bad  as  the  other.  Sometimes 
I  have  seen  the  river  covered  with  swallows  and 
martins  all  in  pursuit  of  and  clearing  off  every  May 
Fly  that  appeared  ;  at  other  times  I  have  seen 
swifts  alone  (as  did  our  author)  occupying  them- 
selves with  this  destruction;  and  again  at  other 
times  I  have  seen  all  three  species  engaged  in  the 
same  pursuit.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
one  is  as  guilty  as  the  other.  Starlings,  blackbirds, 
thrushes,  and  even  dragon  flies  have  all  a  full  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  destruction  of  the  hapless 
May  Fly. 

I  should  like  to  tell  the  story  of  the  orphaned 
blackbird,  but  that  I  must  leave  untold, 

The  last  chapter  tells  a  good  deal  about 
Swarraton  on  the  Itchen,  and  also  about  Gilbert 
White's  country  round  Selborne,  and  it  brought 
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the  look-out  for  anecdotes.  Here  is  one  about  a 
swallow  and  a  pike  : — 

"  All  at  once  fifty  yards  out  from  the  margin 
there  was  a  great  splash,  as  if  a  big  stone  had  been 
flung  out  into  the  lake,  and  then  from  the  falhng  \ 
spray  and  rocking  water  rose  a  swallow,  struggling  I 
laboriously  up,  its  plumage  drenched,  and  flew 
slowly  away.  A  big  pike  had  dashed  at  and  tried 
to  seize  it,  and  the  swallow  had  escaped  as  by  a 
miracle." 

The  same  chapter  provides  the  following  pic-  i 
turesque   tragedy   of   the   grasshopper   and  the 
spider : —  | 

"  I  saw  a  common  green  grasshopper  leap  away 
and  by  chance  land  in  a  geometric  web  in  a  small 
furze  bush.  Caught  in  the  web,  it  began  kicking 
with  its  long  legs,  and  would  in  three  seconds  have 
made  its  escape.  But  mark  what  happened. 
Directly  over  the  web  and  above  the  kicking  grass- 
hopper there  was  a  small  web-made  thimble-shaped 


by  fire,  rabbits  and  stoats,  shrews  and  fleas.  Insects 
and    their  music,   especially  the  various  grass-  | 
hoppers,  have  more  than  one  chapter  devoted  to 
them.  ; 

Chapter  XII.  furnishes  a  most  interesting  account 
of  the  habits  and  amusements  of  coots,  grebes,  and 
moorhens  and  their  young  ones,  and  how  they 
train  them  to  catch  fish. 

In  Chapter  XIII.  reference  is  made  to  the  abun-  ; 
dance  of  swifts,  and  herein  our  author  makes  a 
statement  with  which  I  am  unable  to  agree.  He 
teUs  us  that  the  May  Fly  has  been  decreasing,  and 
in  places  disappearing  altogether  from  some  of  the 
Hampshire  streams.  That  is  true  I  know,  for  I 
have  fished  the  Itchen  many  consecutive  seasons, 
especially  in  the  ilay  Fly  time  ;  but  our  author 
ridicules  the  idea  that  the  swallow  is  in  any  measure  ; 
responsible  for  their  decrease.  He  attributes  it 
wholly  to  the  swift,  because  he  happened  on  one 
evening  in  June,  1902,  to  have  seen  s^vifts  snapping 


back  to  my  memory  scenes  which  I  had  visited 
many  years  ago.- 

I  had  marked  many  passages  to  which  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  draw  attention,  but  I  have 
already  exceeded  my  limits  ;  and  yet  I  have  not 
done  justice  to  this  fascinating  volume.  It  is 
written  by  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  Nature  in  all  her 
various  phases,  who  can  describe  what  he  sees 
and  thinks  with  vividness  and  perspicacity.  I  have 
spent  a  very  pleasant  time  in  reading  it,  and  I  can 
therefore  warmly  recommend  it  to  your  readers. 
It  is  beautifully  illustrated  and  printed. 

The  A.MATEUK  Axgleb. 
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DEY  FLY  FISHING  IN  BEIEF. 
By  p.  Wit. 

PREFATORY  NOTE. 

It  is  a  fact  that  even  in  these  days  of  many  books 
every  angler  frequently  sees  people  at  the  water 
side  who  lose  fish,  flies,  tackle,  temper— ah  !  and 
even  sometimes  spoil  a  good  rod,  either  from  inex- 
perience or  the  want  of  some  short  and  practical 
lessons  in  dry-fly  fishing. 

These  articles  are  written  in  the  hope  that  the 
many  seasons'  study  and  tuition  which  the  author 
has  had  on  the  river  Itchen  may  enable  him  to  con- 
dense enough  information  in  its  few  pages  to  be  a 
rapid  and  really  useful  help  to  many  a  beginner. 

Being  chiefly  intended  for  novices,  the  descrip 
tion  commences  quite  at  the  beginning  of  the  sub 
ject,  showing  first  of  all  the  kind  of  tackle  advisable, 
and,  secondly,  how  to  use  it. 

Cautions  are  added  against  likely  and  dangerous 
errors,  and  then  the  reader  is  rapidly  made  master 
of  maiiy  valuable  hints  kindly  given  to  the  author, 
in  addition  to  those  experiences  of  his  own,  which, 
such  as  they  are,  he  trusts  may  prove  reliable  step 
ping-stones  for  the  embryo  angler. 

CHAPTER  I. 
Selection  of  Rod,  Reel  Line,  Casts,  Points, 
Flies,  Net,  Basket,  Waders  and  Brogues  ; 
Fitting  Rod  and  Tackle  together  ;  Hints 
about  Gut,  Clothes,  Midge-bites,  Etc. 

The  Rod. 

For  ordinary  dry-fly  fishing  a  single-handed  rod 
is  best.  It  ought  to  weigh  about  loz.  per  foot,  and 
the  length  be  from  10ft.  to  10ft.  6in.  The  recovery 
should  be  rapid,  that  is,  after  making  a  cut,  the  rod 
should  not  continue  vibrating  for  long,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  quicker  it  stiffens  and  becomes  motion- 
less the  better.  It  should  be  just  stiff  enough  to 
lift  twenty  yards  of  fine  smartly  and  cleanly  off  the 
water,  and  should  bend,  or  play,  in  perfectly  even 
proportion  from  the  butt  to  the  tip :  every  inch  of 
the  rod  should  respond  to  the  action  of  the  hand 
and  wrist,  or  the  force  of  the  throw  cannot  run 
evenly  from  the  hand  to  the  fly. 

For  material,  have  (1)  either  spUt  cane  through- 
out, or  (2)  a  combination  of  half  spUt  cane  and  half 
greenheart,  or  (3)  whole  cane  with  greenheart  or 
split  cane  top  joint,  or  (4)  greenheart  throughout. 
There  are  several  other  woods  from  which  good  rods 
are  made,  but  each  of  the  four  kinds  already  named 
can  safely  be  relied  upon  as  good  enough  for  any 
sort  of  fly-fishing  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

An  india-rubber  button  should  screw  into  the 
thick  end  of  the  butt. 

Handle  should  be  coated  with  cork,  or  cork  com- 
position. A  cane  or  wooden  one  bHsters  the  hand 
of  the  average  fisherman,  and  a  leather-bound  one 
sometimes  gets  sUppery  in  wet  weather. 

Red  fittings  should  be  universal,  that  is,  made 
to  take  any  ordinary  sized  reel,  and  of  rustless 
steel,  and  so  should  the  rings — "  Snake  "  for  choice 
— through  which  the  Une  runs  up  the  rod,  the  top 
ring  being  either  of  specially  hardened  steel  wire  or 
having  a  very  Ught  revolving  steel  ring  in  its  centre. 

Caution  1. 

In  bad  or  cheap  rods  this  end  ring  is  often  made 
of  soft  metal.  That  means  rapid  destruction  to 
any  line,  as  the  friction  of  the  latter  through  the 
rip5  soon  wears  a  sharp  groove  in  it,  which  cuts  the 
di-essing  and  tears  the  Une  all  to  pieces.  The  rod 
should  have  a  spare  top  joint,  in  case  of  accident, 
and  be  enclosed  in  a  waterproof  canvas  case,  into 
which  the  stops  to  fit  the  rod  ferrules  should  be 
firmly  sewn  by  their  top  ends.  They  are  then 
always  there  ready  for  use,  but  if  only  put  into  the 
ferrules  they  are  apt  to  be  laid  down  and  lost,  espe- 
cially if  you  lend  the  rod  to  a  young  friend. 

The  case  should  have  a  three-inch  loop  of  tape 
sewn  on  to  the  top  end,  so  that  it  and  the  rod  inside 
may  hang  straight  from  a  nail  when  not  in  use. 

The  weight  of  both  reel  and  line  must  be  in 
proper  proportion  to  the  rod,  or  it  can  never  fish 
well.  The  novice  had  better  be  guided  by  his 
tackle  maker  on  these  points,  or  by  a  friend  who  is 
well  up  in  the  subject,  and  then  he  will  be  sure  to 
start  correctly.  When  reel  and  line  are  on  the  rod 
put  a  finger  under  the  upper  end  of  the  cork  grip, 
it  should  then  balance  evenly  ;  but  if  you  have  to 
place  the  finger  much  further  up  the  rod  to  get  a 
balance,  it  is  top-heavy,  and  will  always  tend  to 
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bang  your  fly  down  into  the  water,  and  so  scare 
away  your  fish. 

Caution  2, 

Rods  sliould'notlbe  put  away  in  a  case  that  is 
wet,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  be  kept  in  too  warm 
and  dry  a  temperature.  This  latter  error  is  a 
common  one,  and  takes  all  the  "  life  "  out  of  the 
wood  of  a  rod,  and  makes  it  so  brittle  that  many  a 
valued  old  friend  at  length  snaps  hke  glass  just 
below  the  ferrule  when  casting,  which  otherwise 
would  have  gone  on  all  right  for  years.  In  the 
writer's  opinion,  greenheart  is  often  wrongly  con- 
demned for  its  brittleness  and  UabiUty  to  go  " 
suddenly  without  any  apparent  reason,  the  real 
reason  being  that  the  rod  has  been  kept  in  too  dry 
an  atmosphere. 

Putting  Tackle  Together. 
Take  the  top  joints  out  of  the  case  first,  and  carry 
the  spare  one  in  your  landing-net  handle,  which 
should  be  hoUow  and  have  a  snap  top  (like  that  of 
a  scent  bottle)  on  its  butt  end.  A  thin  top  joint  by 
itself  in  a  case  is  apt  to  get  broken  or  badly  bent. 
Insert  the  top  into  the  middle  joint  by  holding  the 
ferrules,  then  fit  them  to  the  butt  joint.  Patent 
lockfast  joints  on  the  ferrules  are  a  great  con 
venience.  SpUce  joints,  that  is,  without  ferrules, 
are  always  less  liable  to  break,  and  are  very  sweet 
to  use  when  the  rod  can  be  kept  already  put  up  in 
some  place  near  the  river  side  ;  but  they  are  more 
troublesome  to  put  together. 

Taking  Rod  Down. 
Remove  the  cast,  then  wind  up  the  reel  line  and 
take  the  reel  off ;  next  wipe  the  rod  dry,  unship  the 
butt,  and  put  it  back  in  the  case,  followed  first  by 
the  middle  joint  and  then  by  the  tops.  Be  sure  to 
grasp  the  joints  by  the  ferrules  when  taking  the  rod 
to  pieces.  If  the  grasp  is  some  way  from  the 
ferrules  the  latter  are  apt  to  be  loosened,  and  in 
time  twisted  round  by  the  strain.  Be  sure  the  fer- 
rules fit  on  to  the  stops,  and  are  not  pushed  down 
alongside  them.  All  rods  should  be  flatted— that  is, 
after  the  varnish  is  quite  dry  the  rod  should  be 
lightly  rubbed  over  with  emery  powder  and  whiten- 
ing mixed  and  put  in  a  soft  cloth,  until  just  the 
glitter  only  of  the  varnish  is  removed.  This  is  best 
done  by  your  tackle-maker,  .who  will  take  off  all 
"  flash,"  and  yet  not  enough  of  the  varnish  to  de 
prive  the  rod  of  the  necessary  quantity. 

The  Reel. 

Buy  this  where  you  get  the  rod  ;  you  should  then 
have  them  each  in  proper  proportion  to  the  other. 
Personally,  the  author  likes  the  reel  handle  on  the 
side  that  enables  him  to  wind  up  with  the  right 
hand,  but  this  is  a  matter  of  taste  :  some  good 
fishermen  wind  with  the  right  hand,  and  others  with 
the  left.  When  playing  a  fish  it  helps  to  save  the 
rod  if  you  sometimes  turn  it,  rings  and  reel  upwards 

The  Reel  Line 
should  be  30yds.  long,  and  tapered  at  each  end 
for  about  5yds.  Wind  it  very  evenly  from  side  to 
side  on  to  the  drum  of  the  reel,  with  an  even  strain, 
and  not  too  tightly.  If  wound  too  much  on  one 
side,  it  will  sUp  over  the  last  two  or  three  coils,  and 
the  tangle  then  resulting  is  almost  impossible  to 
unpick.  After  a  day's  fishing  pull  all  the  fine  off 
the  reel,  wipe  it  carefully,  and  hang  it  up  to  dry  all 
night.  Next  morning  wind  it  on  the  reel  again,  the 
other  end  first ;  it  will  then  last  twice  as  long. 

Gut  Casts 

are  made  level  (that  is,  the  same  thickness  through- 
out) and  tapered.  A  tapered  cast  is  easier  to  throw 
than  a  level  one,  especially  on  a  windy  day.  Also, 
if  you  get  so  fast  "  hung  up  "  in  anything  out  of 
reach  that  you  are  obliged  to  pull  until  something 
gives  way,  you  then  only  lose  at  most  the  last 
and  thinnest  end  of  the  gut  \\dth  your  fly.  A  level 
cast  when  thus  pulled  at  often  gives  where  it  is 
joined  to  the  reel  line,  and  so  is  all  lost.  Therefore, 
s?lect  tapered  casts,  with  the  thick  end  as  nearly 
as  possible  as  stout  as  the  point  of  the  reel 
line  to  which  it  is  to  be  tied.  The  gut  lengths  (or 
links)  should  be  as  long  and  round  as  possible,  and 
get  finer  and  finer  until  the  last  link  consists  of  the 
finest  undrawn.  To  this  fine  end  tie  for  clear  water 
and  bright  weather  a  IV.  X.  18in.  point.  This 
latter  you  replace  when  necessary.  Some  dry-fly 
men  always  use  three-yard  casts  ;  two  yards,  how- 
ever, and  a  fine  point  as  just  described  are  ample 
for  all  ordinary  work,  but  in  those  few  stretches  of 
water  where  there  is  "  that  something  in  the  light  " 
which  is  so  much  against  the  fisherman  add  a 
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second  point  on  to  the  first,  which  gives  you  a  nearly 
three-yard  cast.  Fishing  with  over  three  yards 
of  gut  IS  dangerous  when  playing  a  fish,  as  the 
fastenmg  where  reel  Une  and  cast  join  is  apt  to  be 
wound  m  below  the  top  ring  of  the  rod  when  the 
fish  comes  in  ;  and  if  after  that  the  trout  makes  a 
final  dash,  any  sort  of  fastening  will  catch  in  the  rod 
rmg,  and  the  consequent  sudden  stoppage  of  the 
running  out  of  the  line  often  results  in  disaster. 
Points. 

Points  may  be  purchased  of  various  length  and 
thickness— the  longer  the  better;  but  of  course 
the  shorter  are  the  less  expensive.  Very  good  16in. 
points  can  be  had  at  Is.  3d.  per  dozen.  Drawn  gut 
should  have  been  pulled  through  a  diamond,  not  a 
steel  plate,  as  it  does  not  "  fluff '-  and  wear  out  Uke 
"  steel  plated  gut."- 

[To  be  continued.) 

"TO  MY  EOD." 

(Lines  hy  our  laie  Hon.  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  H.  G.  J. 
Veitch,  of  Eliock.) 

Trusty  old  comrade,  true  as  steel. 

Sadly  my  long  farewell  is  said. 
No  winter  storm,  no  trumpet  peal. 

Shall  wake  thee  from  this  narrow  bed. 

Next  spring,  I'll  come,  and  whisper  thee  : 
"  Old  trusty  friend.  Arise,  arise  ! 

The  zephyr  from  the  western  sea 

Breathes  on  the  streams— The  angler  pUe* 

With  patient  skill  his  subtle  art ; 

The  air  is  soft,  grey  are  the  skies : 
Awake,  awake  !    'Tis  time  we  start, 

To-day  the  lusty  trout  will  rise."- 


The  late  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  Veitch.  or  Eliock 
(fishing  at  Eliock  Bridge  Pool  with 
HIS  factor,  Laidlaw). 

But  ere  the  spring  with  balmy  breath 
Shall  gem  with  flowers  the  verdant  sod, 

I  may  have  tried  a  fall  with  Death  ; 
I  may  be  gone  dear,  dear  old  rod. 

Should  it  be  so,  I've  left  my  son 

Strict  charge  that  he  shall  honour  thee. 

And  love  thee,  too,  as  I  have  done. 
I  think  he  wiU,  for  he  loves  me. 

I  charge  him  on  each  first  of  May 

To  plant  thee  firm,  and  let  thee  wave 

On  that,  which  was  our  opening  day. 
For  one  short  hour  above  my  grave. 

I  will  believe,  indeed  I  must. 

That  thou  wilt  know  I  sleep  beneath ; 

I  must  beUeve,  indeed  I  must. 
Thou  wilt  be  sorry  for  my  death. 

C.  HeVIT; 
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as  a  salmon  fly,  though  I  am  no  authority  on  either 
salmon  or  bass  flies.  , 

"  I  sent  the  fish  up  to  Christchurch  by  train,  and 
they  have  been  photographed  for  the  New  Zealand 
Government  Tourist  Department,  to  whom  I  am 
mdebted  for  a  copy  of  the  photo.  This  also  ex- 
plains how  I  came  to  be  credited  with  both  fish. 
You  are  at  liberty  to  use  this  letter  if  it  is  of  any 
service  to  you,  and  it  may  induce  some  English 
anglers  to  try  their  hand  at  what  I  believe  is  our 
unrivalled  trout  fishing.  The  only  warning  I 
would  give  them  is  that  these  very  large  fish  are 
nearly  always,  if  not  quite  always,  caught  well  on 
in  the  night,  at  least  so  far  as  fly  is  concerned,— 
Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)    "C.  Morton  Andeeson.". 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE 
ERNE,  BELLEEK. 


A  Brace  of  Grand  [New  Zealand  Tbout. 
(Caught  by  Dr.  Anderson  in  the  Opihi,  Jan.  21,  190?.) 


A  BEACE  OF  GEAND  NEW 
ZEALAND  TEOUT. 

Messes.  Hardy  Brothers  have  kindly  sent  me 
the  photograph  of  the  splendid  trout  referred  to  in 
Dr.  Anderson's  interesting  letter  to  them.  What 
rich  and  plentiful  food  these  trout  must  set. — 
R.  B.  M. 

"Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  Alnwick,  N.B. 

"  Deae  Sirs, — By  this  mail  I  am  sending  you  a 
photo  of  the  16Jlb.  trout  which  I  caught  in  the  Opihi 
in  January  last  with  a  fly,  using  one  of  your  '  Hough- 
ton'dry-fly  rods,  10|ft.  The  smaller  fish,  though 
credited  to  me,  was  caught  by  my  son  Harry,  also 
with  a  fly,  the  same  night,  while  fishing  upstream 
about  thirty  yards  above  me.  I  gafi'ed  his  fish  for 
him  at  11.30  p.m.,  and  within  ten  minutes  was  fast' 
in  the  larger  fish,  which  he  gaffed  for  me  a  few 
minutes  after  2  a.m.  ;  so  that  I  must  have  been 
almost  two  and  a  half  hours  plajdng  him. 

"  There  was  a  ledge  covered  with  two  to  three  feet 
of  water  proj  ecting  out  about  ten  or  twelve  yards  from 
the  high  bank  under  which  we  were  fishing,  and  in 
this  ledge  there  were  several  deep  holes  almost  like 
wells,  one  of  which  I  measured  from  a  boat  next 
day  and  found  it  sank  fully  six  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  ledge.  My  noble  friend  spent  a  lot 
of  his  time  sounding  these  wells  after  he  had  made 
several  preliminary  runs,  and  was  beginning  to  feel 
the  strain  of  the  rod  irksome,  and  I  believe  he  spent 
a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  on  two  separate  occasions 
at  the  bottom  of  the  deep  one,  partly  because  I 
located  him  there,  and  also  because  my  cast  was 
terribly  frayed  at  a  distance  of  from  GJft.  to  7|ft. 
from  the  fly,  while  below  this  it  was  not  frayed  at 
all  for  about  2ft.  The  ledge,  I  might  say,  was  not 
rock,  but  a  very  stiff  clay,  almost  as  hard  as  rock, 
only  of  course  the  actual  surface  was  a  little 
softened  by  the  water. 

"The  fly  used  for  botn  these  fish  was  a  pattern  I 
got  from  you  about  three  and  a  half  years  ago,  an 
Alexandra,  with  jungle  cock  feathers  in  the  wings. 
No.  6  or  7  hook,  as  shown  in  your  '  Loch  and  Sea- 
Trout  Fhes,'  and  I  mention  that  besides  these  and 
a  lot  of  fish  varying  from  8|lb.  down,  my  son  caught  | 


a  14|^lb.  trout  on  this  fly  three  years  ago,  so  that  he 
and  I  have  nicknamed  it  '  Anderson's  Favourite  ' 
between  ourselves. 

"  At  the  time  this  fish  was  caught  it  was  the  second 
largest  that  I  had  heard  of  being  caught  on  the  fly 
in  New  Zealand,  but  in  the  month  of  March  this 
was  totally  eclipsed  in  the  same  river  by  a  Mr.  Bow- 
man, who  caught  a  22lb.  fish  on  a  much  larger  fly, 
said  to  be  a  bass  fly,  but  I  should  have  put  it  down 


Dear  Sir,— While  fishing  on  the  Erne,  Belleek, 
Ireland,  I  took  a  few  photos  of  the  river,  and  I 
thought  they  might  be  of  some  interest  to  you,  as 
you  had  a  long  article  on  the  River  Erne  a  Uttle 
time  ago  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  enclose  a  photo 
of  a  lovely  5|lb.  brown  trout,  taken  while  late 
evening  fishing,  about  10.30.  The  trout  with 
him  was  IJlb.,  and  is  only  there  to  show  some 
comparison.  I  also  send  two  photos,  one  with 
a  gentleman  in  a  good  fish,  and  the  other 
the  same  fish  just  gaffed,  but  the  photo  was 
not  taken  quite  fast  enough.  The  fronting  on 
the  Erne  this  year  was  only  very  moderate,  and 
salmon  all  very  small.  Trusting  these  may  interest 
you. — Yours  faithfully,  E.  A.  CrippS; 

[I  have  reproduced  one  of  the  photographs  which 
Mr.  Cripps  kindly  sends.  It  will  make  many  a 
salmon  angler  wish  for  the  time  when  he  will  be 
waist-deep  in  a  salmon  river  playing  a  good  fish. 
The  trout  was  a  beauty,  and  speaks  well  for  the 
natural  food  in  the  Erne. — Ed.] 


lEELAND. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING^ 

By  Augustus  Geimble, 

Author  of  J?  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,'!  etc. 


THE  LEE,  COUNTY  CORK  {continued). 
With  regard  to  the  poaching  in  fresh  water, 
although  there  are  many  fish  gaffed  from  the 
spawning  beds  to  be  salted  for  winter  consumption 
(the  poacher  always  takes  the  fish  before  they  have 


In  a  Good  Fish  on  the  Mullins  Pool.    (See  "Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Erne") 
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spawned  if  he  can,  as  they  are  then  m  better  con- 
dition), it  is  chiefly  by  wholesale  spurge  poisoning 
in  summer  droughts  that  money  is  made.  Though 
the  idea  of  eating  poisoned  fish  is  very  repugnant, 
yet  no  one  seems  to  be  aware  whether  a  spurge - 
killed  fish  is  hurtful  to  the  consumer,  for  it  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  because  no  immediate 
bad  effects  are  to  be  noticed  that  therefore  no 
ultimate  harm  is  done.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  hear  of  any  case  where  spurge  has  been  taken 
directly  into  the  human  system,  but  having  regard 
to  the  action  of  other  poisons,  it  is  quite  possible 
that  anyone  eating  spurge-poisoned  salmon  very 
often  would  find  himself  suffering  from  symptoms 
puzzling  aUke  to  patient  and  doctor.  It  is  also  not 
quite  clear  if  even  an  expert — one  who  has  witnessed 
himdreds  of  cases — can  be  certain  of  telling  a 
poisoned  fish  when  exposed  for  sale  at  the  fish- 
monger's. It  is  well  known  that  spurged  fish  will 
not  keep  fresh  for  long  or  stand  a  lengthy  journey. 
Mr.  William  Warden,  who  formerly  rented  the 
Sheen  and  the  Kerry  Blackwater,  where  sparging 
was  only  too  prevalent,  took  some  pains  to  find  out 
if  these  fish  were  harmless  for  food.  He  supplied 
the  late  Professor  Moseley,  of  Oxford,  with  spurge 
for  experiments,  and  he  reported  that  the  toxic 
action  was  entirely  on  the  respiration  of  the  fishj 
and  did  not  injure  it  for  food  if  constuned  quickly. 

Spurge  is  a  weed  growing  ready  to  hand  all  along 
the  banks  of  the  river.  It  resembles  St.  John's 
wort,  and  is  prepared  for  use  by  tearing  it  up  in  a 
turnip  or  furze  cutter.  Sometimes  the  roots  are 
used,  but  more  often  the  stems.  Two  or  three 
sacks  are  filled  with  these  crushed  pieces  and  placed 
under  a  fall  in  shallow  water,  where  they  are  trodden 
in  untn  the  poisonous  scum  begins  to  float  down  the 
stream,  while,  as  the  fish  take  two  or  three  hours  to 
die.  the  operation  is  timed  so  that  they  may  float 
ashore  just  as  dawn  breaks.  Three  sacksful  will 
poison  from  haK  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  of  water, 
the  distance  depending  on  the  quantity  of  water  in 
the  river.  In  some  places  the  spurge  poisoners 
employ  another  method,  and  gatheruig  roots  and 
stems,  they  press  them  and  collect  the  juice  in  soda- 
water  bottles,  which  can  be  carried  in  the  pocket 
and  chucked  into  the  water  with  hardly  a  chance  of 
detection.  Drohan,  the  energetic  inspector  of  the 
Blackwater,  describes  the  action  of  this  poison  very 
graphically :  — • 

"  The  first  thmg  a  fish  does  when  it  meets  the 
poison,  which  is  Uke  milk,  is  to  jump  many  feet 
high,  then  it  runs  this  way  and  that  way  ;  finally, 
it  will  wave  from  head  to  tail,  and  then  try  to  fiind 
some  relief  on  a  stone.  Soon  the  gills  begin  to  open, 
and  the  head  faces  up  stream  ;  then  it  drops  off  the 
stone  and  turns  belly  up.  When  fish  are  poisoned 
by  spurge,  the  head  is  always  turned  up  stream 
with  the  gills  wide  open.  When  they  are  poisoned 
by  Hme,  the  head  is  always  turned  down  stream 
with  the  gills  quite  closed,  while  there  is  a  scum 
over  the  eyes." 

The  Lee  opens  on  Feb.  1  for  nets  and  rods,  the 
former  coming  off  on  Aug.  15  and  the  latter  on 
Oct.  12— perhaps  twelve  days  too  late  if  the  best 
interests  of  the  river  are  to  be  considered. 

Between  Inchiegiehla  and  Cork  there  are  some 
thirty  different  angUngs,  most  of  which  are  let. 
Perhaps  the  best  are  those  of  Mashonaglass,  Fergus, 
Nettleville,  and  Carrigrohane.  Mr.  Sugre  owns  the 
first  named,  which  is  always  let,  and  extending  for 
two  miles  of  the  north  bank,  it  holds  ten  good  pools 
and  some  "  bitties."  It  carries  two  rods  and  gives 
from  thirty  to  sixty  fish  per  season.  Unless  there 
have  been  heavy  floods  in  January,  it  is  not  of  much 
use  before  the  end  of  February.  The  Fergus  water 
of  Lord  Ormathwaite  is  let  on  a  lease,  but  is  some- 
times sublet.  It  covers  about  three  miles  of  the 
north  bank,  and  holds  fully  a  dozen  good  casts,  all 
fishable  dryshod.  It  carries  two  or  three  rods,  the 
take  to  the  end  of  May  ranging  from  thirty  to  sixty 
fish,  while  one  rod  has  had  as  many  as  six  fish  in  a 
day. 

The  Nettleville  section  is  a  fine  one  and  is  divided 
into  upper  and  lower  beats,  the  owner,  Mr.  Robert 
Nettle,  keeping  the  upper  one,  while  the  lower  one 
is  let  on  lease  to  Mr.  H.  Welch -Thornton,  who  fishes 
it  every  season.  It  is  one  succession  of  pools  arid 
flats,  the  former  fishing  in  low  water,  the  latter  in 
high  water.  Here  the  average  take  is  fifty  fish  to 
the  middle  of  May.  The  Carrigrohane  water  is  but 
a  few  miles  above  Cork,  and  extends  for  three  miles, 
partly  on  both  banks  and  partly  on  the  right  one. 
A  few  streams  want  wading,  though  most  can  be 
oast  from  the  bank.  It  is  Umited  to  three  rods,  the 
owner  keeping  one  and  letting  the  other  two.  In 


1896  sixty  fish  were  got  by  one  rod  in  February  and 
March,  the  heaviest  scaling  301b.  In  1897  twenty- 
two  were  got  in  the  first  sixteen  days  of  February. 
In  1898  the  river  we  unprecedentedly  low  during  the 
two  opening  monlhs,  and  though  the  section  was 
well  stocked  with  salmon,  they  could  not  be  tempted. 
1899  was  again  a  bad  season,  but  ten  fish  were  got 
in  February.  1900. — In  the  two  opening  months 
thirty  fish  were  taken.  From  this  description  of 
these  various  waters  the  angler  will  be  able  to  gather 
some  idea  of  the  sport  Ukely  to  be  met  with  on  the 
other  reaches.  There  are  no  rules  as  to  carrying  a 
gaff,  but  good  anglers  "  tail '-  their  kelts  and  return 
them  uninjured  ;  pot-hunters  gaff  them,  kill  them, 
and  eat  them  or  sell  them  ;  thoughtless  mortals 
gaff  them  and  throw  them  back  to  the  water  to 
take  their  chance  of  surviving  the  operation. 
Spring  fishing  is  usually  over  by  the  middle  of 
May ;  peal  rim  in  J une,  but  are  not  much  fished 
for,  while  a  few  "  blackberry  "  fish,  as  the  locals 
call  them,  come  up  in  the  autumn.  Of  sea-trout 
there  are  none.  The  Lee  fhes  are  not  used  larger 
than  4-0  Limerick ;  0  and  are  the  usual  sizes. 
The  favourites  are  the  Blue  and  Yellow  or  the  Lee 
Blue,  Grey  and  Yellow,  or  the  Yellow  Anthony, 
Grey  and  Brown,  Claret  Palmer,  Orangeman,  Blue 
Jock  Scot,  Dunkeld,  and  the  Commander.  These 
will  kill  on  all  the  rivers  running  into  the  sea  from 
Wexford  to  Kinsale,  and  on  many  of  the  Scotch 
rivers  also,  as  I  can  say  from  happy  experience. 
The  Commander  is  not  quite  well  known  on  the  Lee, 
as  it  was  only  invented  of  late  years  by  a  gillie  in 
the  employ  of  Mr.  R.  Welch-Thornton,  but  as  it  is 
that  rara  avis  a  killer  in  clear,  low  water,  I  give  the 
dressing : — 

Tag — Silver  twist,  orange  floss.  Tail — Topping. 
jBoc^y— Light  brown  floss,  silver  tinsel,  blue  hackle 
from  tail  up,  yellow  hackle  at  shoulder.  Wing — 
A  few  fibres  of  yellow  and  red  swan,  with  the  red 
feathers  from  the  tail  of  an  old  cock  pheasant  over 
them,  about  equal  quantities  of  each.  Head — 
Black  ostrich  herl. 

Baits  are  freely  used  and  freely  taken ;  up  till  the 
end  of  March  they  capture  more  fish  than  the  fly, 
which  has  its  revenge  in  April.  In  the  first  month 
the  stone  loach  is  the  best  bait  and  then  prawn. 
Spoon  and  worm  each  have  their  days.  The  Lee  is 
a  clear  running  water,  quickly  becoming  fishable 
after  a  flood,  and  in  a  whole  season  there  are  seldom 
more  than  a  few  days  when  no  angling  can  be  tried. 
Each  year  some  big  fish  are  got  up  to  301b.,  the 
"  cock  of  the  walk  "  being  captured  on  Feb.  2,  1902, 
when  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes  took  one  of  451b.  As  the 
above-mentioned  whopper  was  caught  on  a  Sunday, 
it  is  a  good  exemphfication  of  the  old  saying,  "  The 
better  the  day,  the  better  the  deed."  All  the  same, 
when  I  mentioned  the  feat  to  an  old  Scotch  keeper 
friend,  he  held  both  hands  aloft  in  holy  horror 
while  exclaiming,  "  Oh,  Gawd !  the  eeneequity  of 

it,"  .  ^ 

{To  be  continued.) 


TO  EEIN'S  ISLE. 

(Continued  from  fagc  18.) 

On  Saturday  the  wind  had  somewhat  spent  itself, 
but  still  there  was  a  fair  fishing  breeze  and  plenty  of 
clouds,  our  total  being  nineteen  fish,  of  which  eight 
were  returned.  We  had  not  a  21b.  fish  amongst 
the  lot,  and  the  wind  dying  right  away  in  the 
evening  robbed  us  of  the  chance  of  fishing  the  bay 
coming  in  to  our  landing-place,  and  which  we  found 
last  year  to  be  the  best  of  the  fishing.  This  is  called 
Cuslough  Bay,  and  contains  some  very  fine  fish.  It 
is  best  fished  with  a  north  or  north-west  wind,  and 
plenty  of  it,  and  is  the  notable  exception  spoken  of 
above.  I  have  never  caught  a  fish  in  it  much  under 
a  pound.  The  boatmen  say  the  reason  is  that  there 
are  a  number  of  large  pike  in  this  bay  who  take  care 
of  any  small  trout  who  may  be  roaming  about.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  we  have  had  some  fine  fellows  up  to 
4ilb.  out  of  it,  and  both  H.  and  myself  have  had 
very  much  larger  fish  on,  and  lost  them  in  the  weeds 
which  abound  in  certain  parts  of  this  bay.  So 
ended  the  first  week  of  my  stay,  the  total  number  of 
fish  taken  being  eighty-four,  thirty-six  of  which 
were  returned.  On  this  day  I  got  two  fish  on  a 
Celluloid  May  Fly,  used  as  a  top  dropper.  Claret  and 
Mallard,  Golden  OUve,  and  Light  OUve  and  Mallard 
being  the  best  of  the  other  fhes  tried.  Of  the  two 
shades  of  Claret  used,  the  Ught  one,  more  of  a 
magenta  colour,  proved  the  best. 

The  next  day  being  Sunday,  we  decided  to  have  a 


diive  as  far  as  Cong,  a  small  place  situated  on  a 
neck  of  land  which  divides  Mask  and  Corrib.  We 
had  been  told  several  times  of  what  is  locally  called 
the  Cong  river,  and  that  it  ran  underground,  and 
we  were  anxious  to  see  it.  This  we  did  on  our 
return.  There  is  a  nice  httle  hotel  at  Cong  called 
the  Carlisle  Ai-ms,  and  I  was  not  surprised  to 
hear  from  the  courteous  proprietor,  Mr.  O'Donoghuc, 
that  aU  the  rooms  had  been  taken  up  since  the 
middle  of  March.  It  is  a  very  good  position  from 
which  to  fish  either  Mask  or  Corrib.  Having  heard 
there  were  some  ruins  of  the  old  Abbey  close  by,  wc 
paid  a  visit  to  them,  and  were  conducted  over  the 
place  by  the  usual  type  of  loquacious  guide  found 
at  all  such  places.  Here  the  figurehead  or  key- 
stone over  the  gateway  was  said  to  be  a  representation 
of  the  last  Abbot,  and  as  we  crossed  the  stonework 
under  the  archway  we  were  told  that  one  foot  was 
in  Mayo  and  one  in  Galway.  The  water  almost 
surrounds  the  remains,  and  altogether  it  is  a  very 
pretty  spot.  Next  we  were  shown  another  key- 
stone said  to  be  the  Ukeness  of  O'Connell,  the  last 
King  of  Coimaught,  and  then  came  the  cloisters, 
part  of  which  had  been  restored,  the  Uving  rooms  of 
the  monks,  and,  last  of  aU,  the  burial  grounds.  Over 
one  of  the  stones  we  noticed  a  grating,  and  we  were 
told  that  the  remains  of  the  last  Abbot  rested  there, 
and  the  grating  was  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
the  inscription.  We  lifted  the  grating,  and  I 
always  thought  until  now  that  I  had  splendid  eye- 
sight, but  I  suppose  as  years  go  on  that  fails  like 
everything  else.  Next  to  this  were  said  to  be  the 
remains  of  the  last  King  of  Connaught  before  men- 
tioned. One  would  have  thought  him  deserving  of 
some  better  recognition  at  his  countrymen's  hands 
than  the  scratching  of  an  outhne  of  a  cross  on  the 
stone  which  covers  him,  and  this  tribute  apparently 
had  only  just  been  paid  to  his  past  greatness,  for  the 
scratching  appeared  to  be  but  a  few  hours  old.  In 
a  recess  at  the  side  of  this  ground  were  a  heap  of 
bones  and  a  lot  of  skulls  about  which  our  guide  did 
not  volunteer  any  information,  and  being  a  grue- 
some subject  we  did  not  question  him  about  them. 
Back  to  the  hotel  to  have  tea.  and  then  we  com- 
menced our  return  journey  by  another  route  in 
order  to  see  the  "  Pigeon  Hole,"  as  it  is  called,  where 
the  underground  river  is  visible.  Suddenly  our  car- 
driver  stops,  and  says :  "  Do  yez  see  the  wood 
beyond,  sorr  ?  Just  go  in  there  and  turn  to  your 
left,  and  yez  will  see  the  shteps."  We  go,  and  on 
arriving  at  the  spot  indicated  see  the  entrance  to 
what  is  termed  the  Pigeon  Hole,  with  steep,  narrow, 
moss-grown  steps  leading  down  apparently  into  the 
bowels  of  the  earth.  There  are  something  hke 
seventy  steps  before  we  arrive  at  where  the  river  is 
rushing  throvigh  and  among  the  rocks  which  form 
its  bed.  To  the  left  the  water  seems  to  be  touching 
the  roof  of  the  tunnel-like  aperture  ;  to  the  right  it 
widens  out,  and  by  cUmbing  over  some  boulders  we 
are  able  with  the  help  of  sundry  pieces  of  hghted 
paper  to  get  a  view  for  a  few  yards  of  this  subter- 
ranean watercourse.  It  is  usual  when  a  visit  is  in- 
tended to  this  spot  to  take  a  torch,  or  what  the  locals 
call  a  wisp,  in  order  the  better  to  see  what  is  to  be  seen . 
and  they  say  it  is  possible  to  follow  the  downward 
course  of  the  water  some  fifty  or  sixty  feet.  Ho-m  - 
ever,  we  are  satisfied  at  having  seen  so  much,  and 
retrace  our  steps  cautiously,  and  although  local 
report  has  it  that  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  this 
undergroimd  connection  of  the  two  lakes,  nary  a 
one  did  we  see.  A  dusty  drive  of  some  six  miles 
over  Umestone  roads  brings  us  back  to  Balhm-obe, 
fitter  by  our  day's  rest  for  another  onslaught  at  the 
trout  on  the  morrow.  To  those  unacquainted  with 
Irish  mileage,  I  might  mention  that  11  Irish  are 
equal  to  14  EngUsh  miles,  and  it  is  the  usual  thing 
if  inquiring  the  distance  to  a  place  from  anyone  you 
may  meet  on  the  road  to  get  the  reply,  "  Sure  it's 
two  miles  (or  whatever  the  number  may  be)  and  a 
bit,"  and  the  bit  generally  proves  to  be  the  business 
portion  of  the  distance. 

The  greeting  you  receive  on  entering  any  premises 
in  the  evening  also  sounds  strange  to  the  uninitiated. 
It  is  "  Good  night,"  not  "  Good  evening,"  as  if  you 
were  leaving  and  not  arriving.  One  other  pecu- 
Uarity  I  have  often  noticed.  Two  acquaintances 
meeting  in  the  street :  "  Good  night.  Pat ;  it's  a 
grand  night."  "  It's  a  grand  night,"  says  Mick. 
"  Aren't  you  gone  home  yet,  Pat  ?  "  "  No,  Mck  ; 
have  you  ?  "  All  of  which  is  a  bit  confusing  at  fiiist 
to  the  mere  Saxon.    But  to  resume. 

Our  next  day  on  the  lake  proved  to  be  the  best  in 
point  of  number  of  fish  caught,  but  sadly  deficient 
in  size.    There  was  a  nice  breeze  from  N,  W,  and  very 
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little  sun.    Our  total  for  the  day  was  twenty-seven, 
but  when  we  had  caught  and  returned  twelve  fish 
right  oflF  it  looked  as  though  we  should  not  have  a 
takeable  fish  to  return  with.    However,  H.  caught 
four  or  five  fish  right  off  that  were  large  enough  to 
keep,  while  I  could  not  get  a  rise  ;  so  I  put  on  some 
hackle  flies — claret  body  and  black  hackle  for  tail, 
grouse  hackle  and  yellow  body  for  next,  and  grouse 
hackle  and  red  body  for  top  fly — and  this  did  the 
trick,  although,  as  I  said  before,  the  fish  ran  small ; 
they  did  not  seem  able  to  resist  the  grouse  hackles. 
The  claret  did  not  do  much  execution  that  day. 
Amongst  our  take  was  a  2|lb.  gillaroo,  which  I  got 
casting  into  the  foam  on  the  weather  side  of  an 
island,  not  a  foot  from  the  shore,  and  he  put  up  a 
good  fight.    The  next  day,  finding  some  other 
angler  had  taken  several  fish  on  the  May  Fly,  I  tied 
some  before  going  out,  and  put  one  on  as  top 
dropper,  but  without  much  success,  although  several 
fish  jumped  at  and  ovey  it.    I  had  half  a  dozen 
celluloid  Mays  with  me,  so  thought  I  would  try 
one  in  place  of  the  one  I  had  been  using,  when  to 
my  great  surprise  nearly  every  fish  I  rose  was  at 
that  fly,  and  what  was  better  still  they  did  not  miss 
it  hke  the  other.    I  thought  this  was  worth  noting, 
and  was  curious  to  find  if  there  was  anything  in  it, 
so  put  the  previously  discarded  May  Fly  at  the  taii 
end  of  cast ;  but  it  made  no  difference  ;  I  did  not 
get  one  on  it  at  all.    This  rather  impressed  me,  and 
made  me  wish  I  had  some  lake  flies  of  the  same 
material,  but  on  looking  through  my  flies  the  only 
others  I  could  find  were  some  March  Browns,  and 
these  on  No.  12  hooks.    I  tried  one  of  these  with 
no  result,  and  remembered  that  last  year  we  tried 
March  Browns  almost  as  soon  as  we  began  to  fish, 
and  could  do  no  good  with  them  ;  but  the  last 
week  of  our  stay  they  proved  to  be  almost  the  best 
fly  to  use,  and  so  it  turned  out  this  time,  for  just 
before  we  came  away  the  fish  took  them  better  than 
any  other  pattern.    Even  Lough  Mask  trout  are 
fastidious  at  times,  and  it  is  a  puzzle  to  find  out 
what  to  offer  them.    Our  catch  this  day  was  eleven 
fish,  and  five  returned. 

Wednesday  being  hot  and  bright,  we  did  not  go 
out  fishing,  and  the  next  day  was  as  bad  ;  result, 
seven  fish  and  nine  returned.  Things  were  getting 
bad,  therefore  when  we  found  the  next  day  hot  and 
bright,  H.  suggested  we  should. troll  and  try  right 
up  at  the  north  end  of  the  lake  for  some  big  fish 
which  are  supposed  to  inhabit  the  deep  water  of 
Ballygarry  Bay.  This  turned  out  to  be  a  judicious 
move,  as  we  got  the  twcr  largest  fish  during  our  stay. 
One  H.  caught  was  a  fine  specimen  of  fario, 
measuring  24|in.  in  length,  girth  13in.,  and 
weighing  various  weights  on  different  machines 
until  at  last  we  weighed  him  at  a  shop,  and  he  was 
then  as  near  5|lb.  as  possible.  Some  httle  time 
after  this  we  were  fishing  the  same  spot  in  quest  of 
t'ois  one's  companion,  and  it  was  not  long  before  I 
was  fast  into  a  good  fish.  Although  he  proved  to 
bj  more  than  a  poimd  Ughter  than  the  last,  he 
f3ught  better  than  the  larger  fish.  This  fish  was 
not  in  such  good  condition  as  the  other,  not  so 
bright  and  silvery,  and  was  a  lake  trout.  We  had 
eight  other  fish  besides  these,  three  of  which  we 
returned  ;  these  were  caught  with  fly.  Naturally 
we  tried  this  place  on  other  occasions  when  calm, 
but  when  a  fishing  breeze  sprang  up  we  always 
started  fly  fishing,  trolling  being  dreary  work  at  the 
best.  These  two  fish  were  caught  on  small  brown 
Devons,  about  2in.  long. 

The  next  day,  Saturday,  was  the  last  day  I  kept 
any  record  of  the  fish  we  caught.  We  went  in  the 
same  direction,  and  not  doing  any  good,  went  still 
further  to  the  north  end  of  lake,  and  some  httle 
distance  up  a  river,  the  name  of  which  I  forget.  H. 
caught  a  nice  trout  as  we  trolled  along  by  the  shore 
at  the  entrance  to  the  river,  but  in  the  river  itself, 
alt'aough  we  had  a  few  pulls,  cUd  not  hook  any- 
thing. Working  back  along  the  Partry  side,  we 
saw  many  good  fish  rising  in  the  distance  ;  but  fly 
fishing  was  hopeless,  for  the  lake  was  hke  a  huge 
mirror.  Still  trolhng  with  various  baits,  we  got 
some  distance  down,  and  then  made  across,  and  on 
neiring  some  of  the  islands  a  httle  wind  sprang  up, 
and  we  fished  as  much  of  the  water  as  possible  vnth. 
fly,  and  when  it  became  too  deep  had  recomse  to 
the  trolUng  rods  again,  until  we  came  on  to  the  reef, 
where  we  found  a  few  fish  rising.  H.  hooked  a  fish 
which  took  his  fly  well  under  water,  and  on  being 
struck  we.-it  down  and  refused  to  stiow  at  all.  For 
some  two  minutes  I  should  think  did  this  fish  bore 
downwards,  with  every  appearance  of  being  a  very 
heavy  one,  when,  alas !  the  rod  straightened,  and 


he  was  gone.    Working  in  to  Cuslough  Bay,  m  c  got 
a  brace  of  fish,  makmg  our  total  twelve,  five  of 
which  were  returned.    The  total  number  of  fish 
caught  in  these  thirteen  days  was  156,  seventy  of 
which  were  returned,  leaving  eighty-six  retained. 
As  we  both  fished  each  day,  except  on  the  first 
Sunday,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  average  per  rod  of 
fish  caught  was  six  each  per  day ;   but  when  the 
number  of  smaU  ones  is  deducted  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  average  is  reduced  by  nearly  one-half — a  very 
poor  result.    The  number  of  takeable  fish  did  not 
bear  such  a  good  proportion  to  the  total  as  last  year, 
when  we  had  to  return  very  few.    I  am  at  a  loss 
how  to  account  for  this,  unless  it  is  that  the  water 
bemg  some  three  feet  higher  than  last  year  gave  too 
great  a  depth  over  the  reefs  and  other  fishmg 
grounds  in  the  bays,  and  also  the  weather  being 
quite  different ;  for  whereas  we  could  scarcely  ever 
take  our  mackintoshes  off  on  the  first  occasion,  we 
had  httle  or  no  use  for  them  on  this.    However  this 
may  be,  I  am  afraid  that  if  any  anglers  were  induced 
by  my  article  to  visit  Mask  for  the  first  time,  they 
must  have  been  sadly  disappointed,  for  from  what 
we  could  hear  there  were  many  who  did  worse  than 
we  did ;  but  to  such,  if  there  are  any,  I  would  ask 
them  to  suspend  their  judgment,  for  on  all  hands  it 
was  pronounced  to  be  a  bad  season. 

E.  F,  G00DWIN5 


{To  he  continued.) 


A  DAY  AT  THE  OLD  POOL. 


_  I  WAS  fishing  in  a  basLn-like  old  weir  pool  in  June ; 
it  was  very  hot,  without  the  least  shelter,  and  httle 
or  no  wind  to  temper  the  fearful  glare.  Fortunately 
the  cabbage  leaf  I  took  the  precaution  to  put  in  my 
hat  kept  my  head  beautifully  cool,  and  proved  a 
perfect  godsend.    I  thought  I  was  going  to  have  it 
all  to  myself,  but  as  time  passed,  and  it  became 
hotter  and  hotter,  seven  other  anglers  appeared  on 
the  scene,  armed  with  the  usual  assortment  of  rods, 
tackle,  bags,  and  bait.    The  charge  was  Is.  per  day, 
and  m  spite  of  the  heat  I  thought  I  should  be  just 
right,  but  the  river  had  cleared  sooner  than  I 
expected  ;  here,  at  all  events,  there  were  no  indica- 
tions that  there  had  been  a  flood,  and  I  was  about 
three  days  too  late.  By  hook  or  by  crook  one  should 
get  to  know  the  state  of  a  river,  it  is  no  use  leaving 
It  to  chance.    Even  in  still  water  I  have  had 
splendid  «port  when  it  was  quite  as^  hot,-  provmg 
that  fish  will  sometimes  bite  well  in  these  circum- 
stances, and  excessive  heat  should  by  no  means 
deter  one  from  trying.    Some  rivers  clear  much 
sooner  than  others,  and  the  fish  after  being  unable 
to  obtain  little  or  no  food  for  days  had  evidently 
made  up  for  lost  tune.    When  they  can  be  seen 
rising  to  the  surface,  and  with  a  stroke  of  their 
tails  make  the  water  boil  again,  I  always  think  it  is 
a  bad  sign,  and  so  it  proved  on  this  occasion.  I 
have  frequently  fished  for  hours,  when  bream,  etc., 
have  been  indulging  in  this  habit,  without  getting 
a  touch.    In  the  course  of  two  or  three  hours'  hard 
fishing,  suppose  fifty  bream  and  fifty  roach  saw 
one's  bait,  it  is  to  say  the  least  remarkable  that  aU 
these  fish  should  be  of  the  same  mind,  and  for  any- 
thing I  know  to  the  contrary  the  same  remark  may 
apply  (and  perhaps  often  does)  to  four  or  five 
hundred.    I  have  watched  splendid  shoals  of  bream, 
roach,  and  dace  in  a  mass  swimming  slowly  along 
hke  one  fish,  and  when  they  have  halted,  turned, 
or  bolted,  it  always  seemed  to  me  as  if  they  were 
influenced  by  some  rule,  custom,  or  piscine  law  they 
thoroughly  understood ;  what  I  mean  is,  they  all 
seemed  to  be  guided  by  a  specially  selected  indi- 
vidual, whose  influence  acted  upon  them  in  a  similar 
manner  to  a  bird  specially  chosen  might  be  supposed 
to  act  upon  a  flock  of  crows,  swallows,  starlings,  or 
a  company  of  widgeons  in  their  marvellous  evolu- 
tions.   If  this  is  not  the  case,  and  they  are  simply 
priming,  playing,  or  "rollmg,"  to  get  rid  of  the 
effects   of    a    surfeit,    then   I   can  understand 
every  fish  in   a  shoal  refusing  to  bite;  on  the 
other   hand,   a  hole   or   eddy   may  contain  a 
large  number  of  bream,  without  the  least  sign  of 
a  bubble,  boil,  or  splash,  with  the  same  result.  I 
am  afraid  it  will  always  be  a  mystery  why  at  least 
a  few  fish  out  of  hundreds  (and  perhaps  thousands) 
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absolutely  refuse  to  take  everything  that  is  offered; 
Ihe  river  to  which  I  refer  is  very  weedy,  teem- 
'"g  )^'itt  insect  fife,  including  various  sorts  of 
caddis,  and  there   are  an   immense  number  of 
shrubs  and  trees  on  its  banks,  from  which  grubs, 
etc.,  are  constantly  faUing.    I  have  seen  them 
descend  on  filaments  finer  than  those  of  spiders, 
float  and  drop,  drop  and  float,  and  I  can  imagine 
the  eagerness  a  chub  or  trout  would  show  to 
devour  them.     Although  much  of  the  river  is 
private,  on  this  particular  stretch  it  is  fi.shed  to 
death,  and  an  enormous  amount  of  ground-bait  is 
thrown  in,  especially  a  mixture  of  bran  and  barley- 
meal,  with  the  usual  result— it  sinks  where  it  is 
thrown,  like    lead,    there    remains,   goes  sour, 
eventually  rota,  the  fish  naturally  clear  off.  and 
you  know  the  rest.    For  this  reason  I  fished  out 
as  far  as  possible  beyond  it;   it  is  one's  only 
chance.   I  noticed  miller's  thumbs  could  be  caught 
much  more  readily  with  one's  hands  than  stone- 
loach.    Do  you  know  what  I  think?    It  is  so 
voracious  that  it  may  often  be  caught  napping 
like  the  fat  boy  in  Pickwick.    The  female,  hke  the 
female  stickleback,  seems  to  have  no  respect  for  its 
fry.    Fancy  the  father  having  to  keep  guard  to 
prevent  the  mother  devouring  its  young,  and  they 
will  eat  each  other  like  the  pike  !    I  caught  one  of 
these  interesting,  hard-cheeked  fishes  with  a  gentle, 
and  on  asking  an  angler  what  it  was,  for  a  bit  of 
fun,  after  looking  at  it  for  some  time,  he  said,  "  I 
know  what  that  is— it's  a  gudgeon."    And  he  had 
never  seen  a  caddis ;  fancy  that !    It  is  surprismg 
to  see  with  what  persistency  and  eagerness  an 
angler  will  follow  a  useless  method.   A  sanguinary- 
looking  individual  on  my  right  had  his  small  4in. 
porcupine  float  with  only  its  tip  out,  and  it  was 
constantly  being  pulled  under  by  the  weight  of  his 
hne  in  the  agitated  water.    At  first  I  thought  he 
was  going  to  have  splendid  sport,  for  I  noticed 
that  he  struck  every  time  he  cast  in,  until  at  last 
it  dawned  upon  him  that  something  must  be 
wrong,  and  he  did  what  many  an   angler  has 
done    before   him,    and  many   will    again  — he 
left   off   fishing    to    collect    his    thoughts,  to 
consider  what  he  had  better  do,  pondered,  wiped 
his  brow,  and  finally  simplified  matters  somewhat 
by  trying  nearer  the  side,  where  the  water  was 
calmer;  where  he  certainly  had  more  command 
over  his  float,  but  the  fish  were  not  there.    A  float 
should  be  buoyant ;  his  had  no  more  buoyancy 
than  a  drowning  man,  and  it  never  seemed  to 
strike  him  to  exchange  it  for  one  at  least  double 
the  size  to  swim  steadily;  or,  failing  that,  hght 
ledger  with  a  small  bullet  or  corking  weight,  which 
would  have  been  infinitelv  better.    I  have  seen 
many  anglers  strike  both'  when  the  shots  have 
grounded  and  the  tackle  has  caught  on  a  weed. 
Whether  it  disappears  rather  quickly  without  the 
least  warning,  and  turns  round  in  a  Hvely  current 
with  the  tip  down  stream,  or  dehberately  and 
slowly  in  a  gentle  one,  without  the  least  bob,  bow, 
twitch,  or  depression,  no  mistake  should  be  made. 
Nine  times  out  of  ten  an  angler  should  always  be 
able  to  tell  by  the  manner  in  which  his  float 
disappears  whether  it  is  being  taken  under  by  a 
fish  or  not.    He  was  pecuUar  in  another  respect ; 
he  implicitly  beheved  in  the  colour  red,  and  it  was 
no  use  trying  to  alter  him.    This  was  the  colour 
of  a  marvellous  paste  he  had  in  a  cardboard  box, 
enough  to  last  for  days,  and  when  he  opened  it  it 
clung  to  the  Ud  just  like  electuary  or  bird-Ume. 
He  was  greatly  offended  when  I  told  him  white 
paste  was  the  best,  and  the  paste  that  was  most  in 
use.    His  reply  was  most  characteristic  :  "  I  don't 
care  a  cuss  what  paste  anybody  else  uses,  I  always 
use  this  !  "    It  was  not  so  much  what  he  said,  but 
the  nasty,  snappish  way  he  said  it  that  annoyed  me. 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  gentleman  was 
in  a  very  bad  way,  and  I  took  no  trouble  to  euro 
him.    I  always  make  it  a  rule  to  let  this  class  of 
angler  work  out  his  own  salvation.    In  my  humble 
opmion  he  would  have  seen  the  cautious  bite  of  a 
large  roach  much  easier  if  he  had  used  a  Tin.  or 
Sin.  porcupine  float  armed  with  about  an  inch  of 
thin  cork,  with  an  inch  cut  off  the  blunt  end  and 
tipped  with  vermilion.    The  thin  point  of  such  a 
float,  even  if  it  were  an  inch  above  the  surface,  is 
very  deceiving  when  acted  upon  by  every  puff  of 
wind  and  the  water  never  still.    It  may  be  all  very 
well  when  the  water  is  hke  a  sheet  of  glass,  and 
nothing  but  the  tip  of  the  float  can  be  seen  clear 
and  well  defined  on  the  smooth  surface,  but  either 
in  the  wind  or  a  current,  where  the  oscillations 
never  cease,  I  prefer  something  thicker. 

I  know  nothing  more  diflScult  than  getting  out  a 
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small  float  with  a  thick  line.  His  was  thick 
enough  for  big  pike,  and  the  only  way  he  tried  to 
do  it  was  by  casting  it  like  one  would  a  fly,  and 
this,  mark  you,  with  a  whippy  lift,  or  12ft. 
greenheart  fly  rod  with  a  swelled  butt.  The  rod 
should  be  sufficiently  pliant  to  enable  one  to  get  a 
grip,  as  it  were,  on  the  float.  It  was  most  difficult 
to  make  his  thick  line  pass  through  the  rings,  and 
it  was  quite  impossible  for  him  to  strike  properly. 
I  never  saw  an  angler  more  handicapped  in  my 
life,  and  this  middle-aged  man  seemed  to  look 


would  have  done  admirably  for  spinning.  The  tip 
of  his  quill  float  stood  quite  two  inches  out  of  the 
water,  which  was  on  a  rather  thick  gut- line — a  thing 
I  detest.  Result :  This  gut  formed  a  considerable 
bow  from  the  cap  of  his  float  to  the  water,  and 
how  an  angler  could  expect  to  strike  a  fish  with 
this  arrangement,  plus  a  considerable  length  of 
slack  line  between  this  bridge  of  gut  and  the  top 
of  his  rod,  passes  my  comprehension.  He  struck 
on  several  occasions,  but  nothing  came  of  it.  He 
might  just  as  well  have  used  a  clothes-prop,  i 


A  FINE  BIT  OF  SPOET  ON  THE 
DOBCHESTEB  CLUB  WATER. 

A  GOOD  angler  and  member  of  the  Dorchester 
Club  sends  me  this  note  and  the  charming  photo- 
graph of  a  dainty  maiden  proudly  showing  her 
father's  dish  of  trout. — R.  B.  M. 

"  With  a  splendid  head  of  water,  the  fishing  on 
our  river  (the  Frome)  has  been  excellent  this  year. 
Since  the  middle  of  May  the  trout  have  risen  well 
on  the  lower  water.    On  the  upper  water  we  get 


From  a  photo  hy'] 


Something  like  a  Dish  of  Teout. 


\_Mr.  T.  Grigg,  of  Dorchester. 


upon  it  all  as  a  matter  of  course.  It  was  a  most 
unique  and  tasty  performance.  Neither  his  rod, 
brass  winch,  fine,  float,  nor  tackle  were  adapted 
for  the  work  in  hand ;  and  yet  there  was  no  doubt 
he  meant  business,  and  was  a  sticker,  for  on  a  jolly 
gentlemanly  little  boy  asking  him  some  trifling 
question,  as  boys  will,  he  repHed  with  the  same 
old  snap,  "Go  away,  I  want  to  be  quiet,"  and  in 
quiet  he  left  him. 

Another  remarkable  angler  to  my  left  went  to 
the  other  extreme.  He  was  float  fishing  in  the 
ordinary  way,  with  an  expensive  pike  rod  that 


Summary. — The  baits  used  by  the  eight  anglers 
were  white  and  red  paste  aforesaid,  bread,  worms 
(various),  gentles,  mealworms,  and  caddis.  From 
about  eleven  o'clock  until  eight  o'clock  the  fish 
caught  were  four — one  bullhead  and  three  roach. 
The  bullhead  I  caught  with  a  gentle,  and  two 
roach  weighing  about  half  a  pound  I  got  from  the  j 
river  with  caddis.    No  other  angler  used  caddis.  | 
Six  anglers  never  took  a  fish,  and  at  least  five  out  j 
of  the  seven  different  baits  used  were  no  good.  I 
am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  I  got  there  three 
days  too  late.  Old  Hand. 


the  May  Fly.  There  has  been  a  poor  rise  and  a 
very  late  one.  The  fish  were  taking  them  up  to 
Midsummer  Day.  We  have  a  limit  for  the  first 
time  this  year,  of  three  brace  on  the  lower  water 
and  four  brace  on  the  upper.  The  six  trout  in  the 
picture  were  the  pick  of  eleven  fish  taken  between 
12  o'clock  and  4.30  on  June  2.  Most  of  them 
yielded  to  the  temptations  of  a  small  Red  QuiU. 
Their  weights  were  21b.  8oz.,  21b.  6oz.,  21b.  4oz., 
21b.  3oz.,  21b.  3oz.,  21b.  loz.,  in  all  131b.  9oz., 
averaging  2Jlb.  each — a  most  beautiful,  level  lot 
of  fish.". 
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BUEBEEKY-PKOOF  KIT. 


Why  do  not  Messrs.  Burberry  add  to  our  great 
indebtedness  by  bringing  out  a  waterproof  fishing 
line  ?    There  is  an  opening  for  a  good  strong  line 
which  will  not  kink  readily,  which  is  waterproof 
and  yet  not  stiff  with  proofing.    We  want  a  line 
which  will  run  off  a  Nottingham  reel  as  freely  as 
an  undressed  plaited  silk  line,  and  is  waterproof. 
In  the  fourteenth  edition  of  their  most  admirably 
illustrated  catalogue  (which  has  grown   to  over 
250  pages)  they  mention  that  "  Burberry -yarn- 
proof  is  already  in  the  yam  when  the  cloth  is 
woven."    Well,  what  we  want  is  a  "proofing" 
which  is  already  in  the  strands  of  the  fine  before  it 
is  plaited.     The  line  makers  of  Leek  tell  us  it 
cannot  be  done,  but  we  doubt  that.  Although 
covering  such  a  wide  field,  the  new  list  is  so 
sensibly  arranged  and  well  indexed  that  it  does  not 
matter  what  class  of  outfit  you  want  you  can  find 
it  at  once.   We  have  so  often  spoken  in  the  highest 
terms   of  the  Burberry  inventions  that  we  can 
only  say  the  more  we  tiy  them  the  better  we  like 
them.     Their  light  fishing  hehnet  is  simply  per- 
fection as  a  protection  against  sun  and  rain.  They 
recently  made  one  at  our  suggestion  lined  with  a 
light  red  flannel,  which  is  said  to  cut  off  certain  of 
the  heat  rays  from  the  sun. 


A  CAPITAL  GEEMAN  WOEK  ON 
ANGLING. 


(For  Illustrations,  see  next  page.) 
"  Der  Angelsport  im  Siisswasser  "  (Angling  in 
Fresh  Water)  is  the  title  of  a  most  useful,  interesting, 
and  practical  work  by  Dr.  Karl  Heintz,  of  Munich, 
which  was  pubhshed  in  May  last  by  Mr.  Oldenbourg, 
of  Munich.  It  consists  of  about  450  royal  8vo  pages, 
and  is  very  fully  illustrated  vdth  the  best  illustra- 
tions of  fish  and  fishing  tackle  I  have  ever  seen,  in- 
cluding some  excellent  plates  in  colour. 

Dr.  Heintz  called  upon  me  when  on  a  short  visit 
to  England  in  May,  and  we  had  some  very  pleasant 
talks  about  anghng  matters  here  and  in  Germany, 
and  also  a  few  practical  experiments  in  casting  from 
the  Nottingham  reel,  etc.  Dr.  Heintz  is  one  of  the 
best  practical  anglers  I  have  ever  met,  and  has  in- 
vented or  improved  several  excellent  angling  devices. 
He  is  fortunate  in  having  facihties  for  fishing  some 
of  the  best  angling  waters  in  Germany  and  the  Tirol. 
He  has  killed  large  numbers  of  pike  up  to  301b.  and 
more,  splendid  trout  and  grayling,  and  his  favourite 
sport  is  fishing  for  Salmo  hucho,  the  salmon  of  the 
Danube  and  its  tributaries.  The  hucho  is  a  most 
powerful  and  game  fish,  which  delights  in  the 
strongest  streams  and  most  turbulent  water  it  can 
find,  and  in  his  book  Dr.  Heintz  gives  some  accounts 
of  exciting  sport  which  he  has  had  with  this  grand 
fish.  When  he  was  here  I  showed  him  the  "  Fly- 
fisher's  Reel,"  made  by  Mr.  David  Slater,  of  Newark, 
and  I  had  a  letter  from  him  the  other  day  saying 
that  when  using  it  and  a  May  Fly  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  hook  and  after  thirty  minutes'  fight  to  land 
a  hucho  of  over  201b.  He  says  the  reel,  which  only 
holds  about  40yds.  of  line,  answered  admirably. 
Thanks  to  the  doctor  and  his  pubHsher,  I  am  able 
to  give  some  illustrations  from  his  book. 

Fig.  I.  shows  a  pecuhar  method  of  spinning  a 
natural  bait  for  large  fish  ;  it  is  Dr.  Heintz's  own 
invention,  and  it  has  over  and  over  again  proved 
itself  in  his  hands  to  be  a  first-class  tackle.  I  con- 
fess I  was  not  taken  with  it  at  first  sight,  as  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  position  of  the  metal  fins  (hke  those 
of  the  Chapman  spinner  in  shape)  on  one  side  of  the 
body,  and  near  the  middle  of  it,  would  not  spin  the 
bait  properly,  if  at  all.  After  actual  trial  of  a  bait 
so  mounted,  I  can  endorse  the  doctor's  statement 
that  it  spins  quickly  and  evenly  (that  is,  it  does  not 
wobble)  even  when  pulled  slowly  through  dead 
water.  I  was  so  pleased  with  it  that  I  sent  it  to 
Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.  to  ask  if  they  cared  to 
bring  it  out,  but,  as  I  feared,  they  considered  that  it 
is,  or  at  any  rate  appears  to  be,  too  compHcated  for 
the  ordinary  angler.  (All  the  tackles  illustrated  in 
this  notice  are  made  by  the  doctor  himself,  but  I 
hope  he  will  get  some  German  house  to  make  them 
to  his  pattern,  and  let  us  know. ) 

It  is  really  much  simpler  than  it  looks.  In  Fig.  I. 
the  instrument  A  is  simply  a  hollow  tube  with  metal 
fins  or  wings  soldered  on  one  end.  The  tube  is 
not  pointed,  and  the  point  is  only  the  end  of  the 
skewer  or  pin  with  curved  end  to  hold  it  by,  which  I 


is  pushed  through  the  tube,  and  is  no  part  of  the 
tackle.  Its  object  is  simply  to  rnake  a  hole  through 
the  fish  for  the  tube.  Dr.  Heintz  showed  me  how  to 
bait  his  tackle,  and  I  think  I  can  describe  to  the  pike 
angler  how  it  is  done,  and  point  out  why  it  is  well 
worth  the  trouble. 

The  baiting  skewer  or  pin  with  the  tube  on  it  is 
pushed  into  the  side  of  the  fish  and  out  at  the 
mouth ;  the  skewer  is  then  withdrawn,  leaving  the 
tube  in  the  fish,  with  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of 
tube  projecting.  With  a  needle  a  bit  of  thread  is 
passed  through  the  nose-holes  of  the  fish,  and  then 
a  few  turns  are  made  tightly  round  the  hps  of  the 
fish  and  above  the  httle  ridge  near  the  end  of  the 
tube  (this  holds  it  firmly  on  the  tube  at  this  end). 
Then  at  the  other  end  of  the  tube,  near  the  spinner, 
the  needle  is  pushed  through  the  fish  twice  on  each 
side  of  the  backbone  and  round  the  tube  {see  B  &  C). 
This  holds  the  spinner  firmly  against  the  side  of  the 
fish,  and  it  now  only  remains  to  push  the  gimp  on 
which  the  tail  triangle  is  mounted  through  the  tube 
until  the  bead  (shown  in  B)  rests  against  the  end  of 
the  tube,  and  the  swivel  projects  at  the  mouth  end 
of  the  tube. 

Dr.  Heintz  is  a  great  believer  in  the  flying  triangles 
on  his  baits  being  quite  free,  so  he  has  a  little 
metal  collar  (see  E)  with  two  holes  in  it.    He  passes 
the  fine  twisted  wire  on  which  his  triangles  are 
mounted  through  the  side  holes  of  the  collar,  and 
then  puts  a  httle  knob  of  solder  on  the  end.  This 
makes  a  perfectly  secure  fastening,  which  acts  like 
a  swivel,  as  the  wire  can  turn  in  the  hole.  The 
metal  collar  fits  over  the  end  of  the  tube  which  pro- 
jects from  the  bait's  mouth  ;  in  this  way  the  flying 
triangles  on  each  side  lie  along  the  side  of  the  bait 
much  in  the  same  way  as  the  traces  are  fastened  to 
a  horse  collar.    It  then  only  remains  to  attach  the 
trace  to  the  eye  of  the  swivel,  and  you  have  a  bait 
which  spins  admirably,  and  will  last  until  torn  to 
shreds.    The  spiimer  being  near  the  middle  of  the 
bait,  it  is  in  the  best  position  for  allowing  the  hooks 
to  take  hold  when  a  pike  strikes  at  the  bait.  The 
tubes  are  made  in  different  lengths  to  suit  baits  of 
different  sizes.    Dr.  Heintz  does  the  whole  baiting 
in  two  or  three  minutes.    For  fishing  deep  water  he 
puts  a  lead  cap  on  the  nose  of  the  bait,  and  after 
casting  lets  it  sink.    It  goes  down  head  first  spin- 
ning and  comes  up  again  spinning  directly  you  pull 
on  the  line — a  most  attractive  way  of  showing  the 
bait  to  big  fish,  which  generally  he  pretty  deep  in 
the  water.    I  told  Dr.  Heintz  that  I  should  like  to 
have  a  nicely  made  artificial  soft  rubber  dace  with  a 
hole  through  it  for  use  with  his  carefully-thought- 
out  and  thoroughly  good  and  practical  tackle. 

Fig.  11.  is  a  Ught  metal  spinning  bait  of  his  inven- 
tion, which  spins  on  a  pin  and  bead  as  shown  in  the 
illustration.  I  can  testify  that,  like  his  central 
Turbine  spinning  tackle,  it  spins  admirably.  He 
uses  it  in  deep  lakes  for  very  large  pike,  and  has 
had  great  sport  with  it. 

Figs.  III.  and  IV.  show  the  doctor's  method  of  hold- 
ing, controUing,  and  casting  with  the  Nottingham  reel. 
It  wiU  be  seen  that  the  reel  is  turned  up  above  the 
rod,  and  the  checking  is  done  by  pressing  the  thumb 
gently  against  the  revolving  edge  of  the  reel.  It  is 
a  modification  of  the  American  style  of  casting,  and 
is  most  practical.  The  rings  of  the  rod  being  all 
turned  up  when  casting,  there  is  no  friction  against 
them  as  the  line  glides  along  the  rod.  Dr.  Heintz 
and  I  had  an  hour  or  two's  casting  from  the  Notting- 
ham reel,  and  he  quite  convinced  me  of  the  excel- 
lence of  his  method.  Being  left-handed,  after 
making  the  cast  (which  he  does  with  great  ease  and 
accuracy  almost  any  distance  required  in  fishing) 
he  changes  the  position  of  his  hands,  and  holds  the 
rod  in  his  right  and  winds  in  with  his  left,  as  shown 
in  Fig.  IV.  He  claims  for  this  method  that  he  can 
see  exactly  how  the  line  is  winding  on  to  the  reel, 
can  guide  it  on  evenly,  and,  if  it  is  frosty  weather, 
the  ice  on  the  line  is  cleared  off  between  the  thumb 
and  finger.  As  he  justly  says,  much  of  the  secret 
of  avoiding  over-ruiming  in  using  the  Nottingham 
is  to  be  sure  the  line  is  wound  on  fairly  tightly  and 
evenly.    Another  secret  is  that  after  making  the 


The  book  on  "  Domesticated  Trout,"  published 
by  Livingston  Stone,  of  Cape  Vincent.,  N.  Y.,  is 
a  standard  authority  and  recognised  by  everyone 
as  an  authority  wherever  trout  are  bred.  The 
author  is  one  of  the  best  known  fish-culturists 
living,  and  has  been  for  years  connected  with  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission,  which  is  a 
guarantee  of  his  ability  to  do  justice  to  a  work  of 
this  kind.  A  book  that  has  had  six  editions  needs 
no  recommendation. 


cast  never  to  drop  the  point  of  the  rod  towards  the 
bait,  as  that  instantly  stops  the  pull  on  the  fine,  and 
it  is  carried  round  the  barrel,  causing  a  certain  and 
sudden  stop  and  hang-up.  I  confess  I  cannot  wind 
in  a  line  with  any  approach  to  ease  or  certainty  with 
my  left  hand,  so  after  making  the  cast  as  the  doctor 
does,  with  reel  uppermost  and  thumb  pressed  on 
rim  and  inside  of  reel,  I  simply  turn  the  reel  down, 
and,  without  changing  hands,  wind  in  with  my 
right,  guiding  the  fine  on  to  the  reel  with  the  thumb 
and  finger  of  my  left  hand  under  the  rod  held  in  it. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  fine  runs  out  more  easily 
and  that  the  direction  of  the  cast  is  much  more 
under  control  if  it  is  made  with  the  reel  held  up  than  ' 
if  held  under  when  the  cast  is  made.  I  do  not  refer 
to  such  fine  casting  as  we  have  seen  Mr.  Emery  and 
Mr.  Slater  and  a  few  other  experts  do,  but  to  the 
average  angler  who  uses  this  method.  I  wish  Mr. 
Emery  and  Mr.  Slater  would  try  Dr.  Heintz's  plan 
and  report  progress.  I  know  they  will  tell  us 
exactly  what  they  experience,  and  without  insular 
prejudice.  That  there  is  much  less  friction  when 
the  rings  are  turned  up  in  the  act  of  making  the  cast 
there  is  no  doubt  whatever  in  my  mind,  and  for 
twenty  years  or  more  I  have  used  the  plan  of  turning 
the  rings  sideways  and  as  much  up  as  possible  when 
casting.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  it  would  not  be  a  good 
plan  to  have  the  ring  next  the  reel  on  the  butt  at 
right  angles  to  the  rod,  at  a  pretty  good  distance 
from  the  reel,  and  then  have  the  other  rings  all  above 
the  rod  by  simply  turning  the  butt  round  in  the 
ferrule.  It  would  not  be  quite  so  free  from  friction 
as  with  the  reel  up,  but  I  confess  I  feel  more  at  home 
with  the  reel  under  the  rod.  Of  course,  by  re- 
versing the  reel  it  can  be  used  to  wind  in  with  the 
right  hand. 

Fig.  V.  shows  a  small  pocket  steel  for  sharpening 
the  points  of  fish  hooks,  knife  blades,  etc.,  which 
Dr.  Heintz  uses.  It  is  a  most  useful  httle  tool.  Far 
more  fish  are  pricked  and  lost  from  bluntness  of 
hooks  than  anglers  have  any  idea  of,  and  to  be  able 
to  touch  up  the  point  of  your  pike  hooks  or  fly 
hooks,  etc.,  is  an  important  detail. 

Figs.  VL  and  VIL  show  Dr.  Heintz's  simple  and 
ingenious  method  of  making  a  paternoster  boom.  He 
uses  a  fine  wire  trace  with  a  bit  of  catheter  tube  fixed 
on  it,  and  the  boom  fastened  round  that,  and  he 
thus  gets  a  straight  pull  on  a  fish.  Salt-water 
anglers  should  make  a  note  of  this  dodge.  The  bit 
of  copper  wire  with  loop  at  end  stands  out  straight 
from  the  bit  of  catheter,  as  shown  in  the  sketch. 
Messrs.  WilUams  &  Co.,  of  Great  Queen-street, 
many  years  ago  introduced  a  strong  and  capital  cap 
for  floats  made  out  of  catheter  tube  cut  into  short 
I  sections. 

Dr.  Heintz  refers  pretty  fully  to  what  Mr.  Jardine 
has  written  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  Thames  style 
over  the  Nottingham  style,  and  does  not  agree  with 
I  him  ;  neither  do  I  on  all  points.  Mr.  Jardine  will 
be  interested  in  Fig.  VIIL,  which  is  a  simple  dodge  of 
Dr.  Heintz's  for  securing  the  paternoster  bullet  to  a 
strong  pike  tackle,  instead  of  the  bit  of  fine  gut  and 
pear  plummet  which  Mr.  Jardine  uses,  so  that  in  case 
of  a  "  hang-up  "-  the  fine  gut  breaks  and  only  the 
lead  is  lost.  Dr.  Heintz  uses  a  bit  of  copper  wire, 
bends  the  end  as  shown  into  a  loop,  and  pushes  it 
into  the  bullet.  This  prevents  it  shpping  off  in 
fishing,  and  if  it  gets  caught  and  you  have  to  pull 
the  buUet  closes  the  wire  loop  and  sUps  off.  Mr. 
Jardine  will  probably  say,  as  I  told  Dr.  Heintz,  that 
the  wire  at  the  end  of  the  very  fine  tackle  he  uses 
even  for  301b.  pike  would  be  out  of  place. 

Figs.  IX.  and  X.  are  specimens  of  the  excellent 
text  illustrations  of  fish  in  Dr.  Heintz's  book.  I 
selected  them  as  showing  the  difference  in  the 
position  of  the  back  fin  of  the  roach  and  the  rudd, 
by  which  they  may  be  easily  distinguished. 

But  I  must  reserve  further  notice  of  this  reallj^ 
superb  book  for  another  occasion.  It  gives  full 
credit  to  English  and  other  anghng  writers.  Full 
acknowledgment  is  given  to  Messrs.  Farlow  &  Co. 
for  the  quaUty  of  their  goods,  of  which  many  illus- 
trations are  given,  and  Messrs.  Cording,  of  Ayr- 
street,  Piccadilly,  could  not  want  a  better  testi- 
monial to  the  value  of  their  waterproofed  leather 
fishing  thigh  boots,  both  as  regards  their  great  last- 
ing quahties  and  value  as  protecting  from  the  effects 
of  wading  in  the  late  autumn  and  early  spring. 
This  work  must  prove  of  the  greatest  service  in 
making  the  best  and  most  practical  methods  of  fish- 
ing known  to  German  and  Austrian  anglers.  I  can 
strongly  recommend  it  to  any  angler  who  reads 
German.  The  life  history  of  fresh -water  fish  is 
admirably  done.  R.  B.  3Iakstox. 

[3J 
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Fig.  I. — Dr.  Heintz's  Natueal  Bait  Spinnee, 


Fig.  V. — Pocket  Steel  foe  shaepening  Hooks,  Knife,  etc. 


Fig.  X. — RuDD  feom  De.  Heintz's  bookj 

(In  the  roach  the  back  fin  commences  almost  directly  over  the 
commencement  of  the  belly  fins.    In  the  rudd  it  commences 
further  back  towards  the  tail.) 


Fig.  II. — The  "  Jodelek."    Dr.  Heintz's  Spinnee  foe  heavy  Pike. 


Fig.  VIII.— De.  Heintz's 
Wire  Dodge  for  the 
Pateenostee  Bullet, 


Fig.  VI. — Dr.  Heintz's 
Flexible  Straight-pull 
Boom. 


Fig.  VII. 


/  (This  is  a  most  excellent  and  simple  tackle,  made  out  of  an 

inch  of  an  old  catheter  on  wire  or  gut  !) 


Fig.  III. — To  show  Dr.  Heintz's  Method       Fig.  IV.— To  show  how  De.  Heintz  winds  in 
of  Holding  and  Casting  feom  and  guides  line  on  to  Nottingham  Reel, 

Nottingham  Reel.  'and  clears  it  of  ice  between  the  fingees. 
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"YUE  WELKIM,  SOEE!" 


What  is  that  peculiar  instinct  or  desire,  I  might 
almost  say  craving,  in  the  human  mind,  female 
often  as  well  as  male,  that  creates  an  angler  ?  In 
good  sooth  it  is  a  question  that  I  have  often  put  to 
myself  when  I  have  inwardly  felt  the  unconquerable 
wish  to  be  on  or  at  the  side  of  the  water  after  the 
members  of  the  finny  tribes  ;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  must  admit  that  it  is  a  question  to  which  I  have 
never  been  able  to  find  a  satisfactory  answer. 

As  far  as  my  memory  serves,  I  developed  the 
instinct  early,  but  I  never  passed  through  the  bent 
pin  stage  of  fishing,  my  earhest  remembrances  being 
of  taking  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames  where 
the  Surbiton  Parade  now  exists,  and  trying  my 
prentice  hand  on  the  Hogg's  Mil  river,  which  flows 
into  the  main  stream  just  below  the  spot  referred  to, 
my  memory  bemg  sharpened  by  the  thought  that  I 
must  have  been  the  unwiUing  originator  of  the  joke, 
'"  That  it  was  not  the  boy  that  went  piking,  but  the 
pike  that  went  boying,"  for  well  I  remember  being 
"5  pulled  into  the  water  by  the  sudden  and  violent  tug 
of  a  pike  (there  were  fine  ones  in  the  river  in  those 
days),  and  the  wigging  I  received  on  my  return 
home  for  the  awful  state  of  my  clothes  in  conse- 
quence. 

Succeeding  years  undoubtedly  increased  my 
desires— perhaps  on  the  principle  that  "  appetite 
comes  in  eating  " — for  certainly  my  opportunities 
were  increased  to  a  (tome)  most  imexpected  extent 
by  the  long  and  frequent  travels  which  I  had  to 
take  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  principally  in 
the  northern  countries,  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  which 
P0SS3SS  such  stores  of  sahnon,  trout,  and  coarse  fish 
never  dreamed  of,  I  fancy,  by  the  generahty  of 
English  anglers,  or  they  would  be  far  more  visited 
than  they  are  at  present.  Many  a  tale  could  I  tell— 
and  many  a  place  could  I  illustrate  both  with 
pen  and  camera — of  these  northern  climes ;  that  is 
not,  however,  my  present  intention. 

When  my  visits  north  became  less  frequent  I  had 
to  find  out  some  place  for  the  pursuit  of  my  favourite 
sport  nearer  home,  and  it  is  with  both  the  permis- 
sion and  the  wish  of  our  worthy  editor  that  I 
venture  to  put  on  paper  some  of  the  views  that  I 
have  taken  of  the  place  that,  after  some  experiments, 
I  have  found  best  suited  to  my  desires,  both  for  its 
health-giving  properties  and  its  sport-giving  attrac- 
tions—Ireland, a  country  rapidly  coming  more  and 
more  into  prominence  with  the  Enghsh  pubUc  (I 
leave  all  poUtical  considerations  out  of  my  mind,  and 
write  as  a  sportsman  only),  and  a  comtry  that  I 
most  heartily  hope,  when  its  beauties  are  appre- 
ciated by  them,  will  become  more  and  more  known 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  its  inhabitants  and  its 
\asitors. 

No  space  would  I  know  be  allowed  me  to  repro- 
duce all  the  photos  that  I  have,  so  I  will  content 
myself  with  a  few  only,  and  in  making  my  selection 
I  have  thought  it  best  to  give  a  few  of  the  most 
romantic  part  of  the  country,  namely,  the  Conne- 
mara  district,  for  I  have  no  intention  of  pointing 
out  desirable  spots  to  who  can  afford  to  pay  heavy 
prices  for  reserved  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  but 
merely  to  give  some  convenient  spots  within  the 
reach  of  anglers  of  moderate  means  ;  and  more  than 
that,  as  I  myself  have  a  great  objection  to  driving  to 
and  from  the  fishing  lake  or  river  morning  and  even- 
ing, I  have  restricted  my  views  to  those  places  that 
are  actually  on  the  shores  of  the  respective  lakes, 
on  all  of  which  the  fishing  is  absolutely  free. 

A  glance  at  the  time-table  of  the  London  and 
North-Westem  Railway  will  show  at  once  the  very 
great  advantages  that  they  give  in  the  way  of  tourist 
tickets  for  what  is  called  "  The  Connemara  Tour." 
The  first-class  return  tickets  to  either  Galway, 
BaUina,  or  Sligo,  and  return  from  either  of  these 
termini,  and  including  a  cross-coimtry  trip  from 
Ballina  to  Westport,  or  vice  versa,  costs  only 
£5  18s.  6d.  ;  and  the  third-class  is  at  a  corre- 
spondingly cheap  rate.  But  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  touch  further  on  this  point,  beyond  remarking 
that  last  August  the  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  of  Ireland  put  on  their  line  for  their 
Limited  Mail  service,  by  which  the  above-mentioned 
tickets  are  available,  one  of  the  finest  corridor  trains 
that  I  have  ever  seen  or  travelled  in,  either  at  home 
or  on  the  Continent,  on  which,  by-the-bye,  the 
traveller  can  breakfast  or  lunch  en  voyage. 

Let  me  pass  over  intervening  details,  and  suppose 
that  I  have  chosen  Ballina  as  the  starting-point  of 
my  journey  for  Connemara  ;  a  few  miles'  drive 
brings  me  to  a  most  comfortable  'pension  run 
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by  ilr.  Flynn,  the  proprietor  of  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
Balhna,  and  I  can  speak  from  personal  experience 
of  the  desire  that  he  shows  to  make  anyone's  stay 
there  as  pleasant  as  possible. 

The  house,  which  is  the  old  home  of  the  Ormsby 
family,  is  situated  at  the  very  head  of  Lough  Conn, 
and  the  view  from  it  is  of  the  most  extensive  descrip- 
tion ;  it  is  called  Gortnorabbey,  and  as  a  fishing 
centre  cannot  be  beaten,  especially,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year. 

Quite  near  at  hand  runs  the  Deel  river,  the  cele- 
brated spawning-place  of  the  sahnon  that  run  up 
from  the  Moy,  wliile  all  round  are  the  most  likely 
spots  for  trout  and  pike  ;  Castle  Bay,  Cloonagh- 
more  Pomt,  Innishcoe  Point,  and  Innishlee  Island 
aiford  opportunities  of  the  very  best  sort  for  the 
sahnon  and  trout  angler  ;  while  a  httle  further  away, 
round  Annagh  Island,  he  some  of  the  biggest  pike 
that  are  to  be  foimd  in  Ireland — but  you  must  get 
them  on  the  nm. 

Do^\-n  the  lough,  on  the  left-hand  side,  is 
"  Cloghans,"  the  home  of  Tom  Clarke,  while  just 
opposite  is  Fitzgerald's,  but  as  I  do  not  happen  to 
have  suitable  photos  of  them  I  pass  on,  merely 
remarkuig  that  Qarke  does  what  he  can  to  make  his 
visitors  comfortable,  and  many  a  happy  day  have  I 
had  there.* 

Passing  along  the  road  further  south,  which  runs 
almost  in  view  of  the  lough,  and  frequently  by  its 
very  side,  it  turns  to  the  right  (on  the  left  to  Fox- 
ford),  and  passmg  over  the  well-known  Pontoon 
Bridge  passes  one  of  the  best  centres  that  I  know  of 
for  fishing  both  Lough  Conn  and  the  pike  lough 
Lough  CuUen— that  is,  Healy's  prettily  situated 
hostelry,  the  Angler's  Hotel 

If  the  wind  be  favourable  to  fish  Lough  Conn  I 
can  get  there  either  by  boat  or  by  a  short  and  pretty 
walk  through  the  pine  wood  seen  at  the  back  of  the 
house  (and  called  appropriately  "  Norway  "),  which 
brings  me  to  Corrie  Aisla  Bay,  from  which  I  can 
easily  fish  the  drifts,  or  shallows,  called  Maasbrook 
and  Addergoole,  and  the  bay  for  pike,  though  it  is 
a  httle  further  away,  called  Pike  Bay,  opposite 
Castle  Hill  House. 

If  I  go  through  Pontoon  Bridge  by  boat  and  turn 
to  the  right  in  Lough  Conn,  then  within  easy  dis- 
tance are  Ulannaglasy  (commonly  called  Glass 
Island),  Burnt  Island,  Chg  Island,  aU  good  trout 
drifts,  and  fine  places  for  the  pike  also,  not  forget- 
ting School  House  Bay,  where  they  much  do 
congregate. 

Within  a  few  miles  are  also  several  smaller  loughs 
on  which  fishing  is  allowed  for  the  asking — Derry- 
vick,  Lavallanray,  and  Lavally.  Lough  CuUen  is 
almost  exclusively  a  pike  lough,  and  to  be  fished  only 
when  the  wind  is  not  suitable  for  Lough  Conn,  iinless, 
be  it  remarked,  that  piking  is  desired.  On  the  return 
home  an  angler  is  attracted  by  a  curious  old  ruin  on 
an  island  that  stands  well  out  in  the  lough.  Most 
people  would  regard  it  as  an  old  heap  of  stones  ;  so  it 
is,  in  good  sooth  !  But  to  the  thoughtful  it  should 
inspire  the  greatest  reverence,  when  it  is  known  that 
it  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  buildings  extant  in 
Ireland  ;  it  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  very  ancient 
"  Danae  "  or  forts  built  by  some  of  the  earhest 

Scandinavian  invaders  of  the  Island  of  Ireland  

built  when  England  itself  was  practically  an 
unknown  place  and  not  worth  the  attention  of  these 
northern  plunderers,  who  found  metal  more  attrac- 
tive by  passing  round  to  the  west  part  of  Ireland.  It 
is  almost  certain  that  this  ancient  pile  was  built  in  the 
fifth  or  sixth  century.  It  is  quite  in  ruins,  though 
traces  can  still  be  seen  of  an  internal  room,  but 
the  sides  are  so  fallen  in  that  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  distinguish  more  than  the  outer  walls,  and  the 
traces  of  one  compartment  or  room  as  I  have  said. 
One  prayer  let  me  make  to  %nsitors — that  when 
tliey  are  looking  over  it  they  will  respect  its  anti- 
quity, and  move  not  one  of  its  remaining  stones  : 
its  ruin  has  already  gone  far  enough.  For  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  history  of  Ireland  let  me 
suggest  that  many  an  interesting  and  instructive 
hour  can  be  spent  in  the  study  of  T.  Darcy  McGee's 
"  History  of  Ireland."- 

Heading  for  home,  after  passing  Garrison  Island, 
as  it  is  called,  a  good  view  is  obtained  over  the  water 
of  the  cosy  Httle  comer  where  are  situated  the 
Angler's  Hotel,  Mr.  Radcliffe's  house.  The  Lodge, 
and  the  pohce  barracks. 
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•  In  1883  ray  wife  and  I,  when  fishing  on  Lough 
Conn,  also  had  experience  of  Tom  Clarke's  kindness 
and  skill.  I  only  wish  the  Fishing  Gazette  could  do 
justice  to  the  "  Baron's  "  photographs — I  have  never 
seen  better. — R.  B.  M. 


Space  is  shortening  so  on  to  the  next  loughs,  which 
are  reached  by  taking  train  from  Foxford  to  BalUn- 
robe — only  a  couple  of  hours— in  which  town  is  a 
comfortable  house  kept  by  Mr.  Stanners,  which  I 
can  recommend  from  personal  experience,  but  as 
stopping  here  necessitates  driving  to  the  loughs  I 
pass  on  for  reasons  before  mentioned. 

The  two  Louglis  Mask— the  Upijer  and  the 
Lower--are  the  ones  I  refer  to.  I  give  a  view  of  the 
bridge  that  was  built  some  years  ago,  on  Mr.  Bal- 
four's initiative,  between  them  to  save  a  tremendous 
round  for  those  who  want  to  get  to  Killary^ 

The  drive  from  Ballinrobe  is  about  nine  miles, 
and  on  the  way  the  road  passes  over  the  most 
unlucky  and  foolishly-conceived  enterprise,  "  The 
Great  Blunder."  For  the  uninitiated  I  will  only 
remark  en  passant  that  it  was  a  canal  built  in  the 
time  of  the  Irish  Famine  to  give  employment  to  the 
distressed  peasants,  but,  being  cut  in  the  Umestone 
rock,  the  water  filters  out  as  fast  as  it  runs  in. 

Clonbur  hes  a  httle  to  the  left,  but  I  pass  by,  and 
so  to  BalljTionaugh.  Standing  on  Balfour's  Bridge, 
and  looking  to  the  south,  is  a  glorious  view  of  the 
Upper  Mask ;  and  who,  looking  at  its  tranquil 
beauty,  can  imagine  the  awful  events  that  took 
place  there  not  so  many  years  ago — events  now 
passed,  let  us  hope,  never  to  return.  Here  there  is 
no  hotel  worthy  of  the  name,  but  for  those  who  do 
not  mind  roughing  it  a  httle,  I  can  strongly  recom- 
mend Pat  Summerville's,  not  that  I  recommend 
anyone  to  go  there  on  chance,  for  Pat's  accom- 
modation is  only  small — three  bedrooms  and  one 
sitting-room— but  it  is  clean,  and  the  food  is  sunple 
and  good,  while  for  fish  I  need  hardly  say  that  you 
have  to  depend  on  your  own  exertions  and  success, 
helped  by  Pat.  A  happy  and  successful  ten  days 
I  had  there  at  Easter,  and  I  look  forward  to  my 
autiunn  visit. 

A  httle  further  to  the  left,  on  the  side  of  the  lough. 
J.  Curran  also  has  quiet  accommodation  for  those 
who  do  not  want  hors  d'oemres  and  fallals. 

It  would  take  too  long  to  describe  in  detail  all  the 
places  where  he  the  best  of  trout  and  pike.  Who 
has  not  heard  of  Maamtrasma  Bay  and  the  monsters 
that  have  been  taken  from  there  only  last  year  ? 
It  hes  on  the  western  side  of  the  Mask,  and  it  is  a 
good  day  to  go  there  and  back,  and  fish  it  properly, 
but  no  day  seems  too  long  for  Pat  when  there  is  a 
prospect  of  sport;  nor,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  for 
Tom,  his  cousin,  Egan  and  the  other  "  bhoys '.'  of 
the  lough,  or,  for  that  matter,  I  might  add  for  any 
of  them  that  attend  to  anglers  on  the  Irish  loughsj 
If  not  boimd  for  ilaamtrasma,  then  on  the  same 
side  of  the  lough  are  the  drifts  at  Kilbride,  and  a 
httle  further  away  Churchfield;  here,  if  one  hits  on  a 
favourable  day,  one  is  almost  sure  of  trout  of  good 
size,  perhaps  larger  than  in  other  parts.  An  un- 
favoiurable  wind  for  the  western  shore  is  suitable 
for  the  eastern,  and  here  there  are  drifts  galore — Red 
Island,  Big  Island,  White  Island,  Saints  Island, 
Carrigon  Island,  and  Innishglashty— which,  with 
the  indented  bays  of  the  mainland  near,  give  spaces 
of  water  to  be  covered  that  would  satisfy  the  most 
exacting  sportsman. 

When  the  spring  is  turning  into  summer  then 
comes  the  time  when  the  ferox  are  coming  up  to 
feed  near  the  shores  of  some  of  the  islands,  and  just 
on  the  border  line  where  the  ground  apparently 
disappears  into  the  depth  of  the  water,  a  fine  hardly 
describable  ia  words,  but  the  look  of  which  is  well 
knoT^-n  to  the  experienced,  the  baits  must  be  trailed 
or  the  fhes  cast  to  tempt  some  of  the  gentlemen  who 
run  to  a  large  size,  101b.  to  121b.  But  it  is  prin- 
cipaUy  on  the  islands  in  the  centre  of  the  lough  that 
they  must  be  sought— Rains  Island,  Carriegeenawee, 
and  Carriegeenagur ;  a  good  many  hours  can  be 
spent  with  a  good  prospect  of  success,  and  when 
success  does  come  it  weU  repays. 

•The  Upper  JIask,  too,  provides  plenty  of  places 
both  for  trout  and  pike,  but  as  it  is  comparatively 
small  detailed  suggestions  as  to  the  likely  spots  are 
hardly  necessary.  In  all  cases  the  local  men  are 
from  long  experience  well  quahfied  to  judge  from 
the  water,  weather,  etc.,  the  most  likely  places  to 
try.  I  have  only  given  some  of  the  names,  so  that 
the  angler  who  chooses  to  go  to  the  small  expense  of 
ordnance  maps  may  see  exactly  where  he  is  being 
taken  ;  otherwise  the  expanse  of  those  waters  is  so 
great  as  to  be  somewhat  bewildering,  imless  the 
numerous  turns  and  twists  are  most  carefully  noted, 
and  that  takes  away  the  attention  from  fishing. 

A  few  miles  off  is  the  enormous  Lough  Corrib,  but 
it  hardly  comes  within  the  compass  of  these  present 
notes,  requiring  an  exhaustive  article  to  itself. 
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Enough  of  the  Masks,  I  must  he  getting  on  hy  the 
road  that  leads  along  the  western  side  of  the  Upper 
Mask  for  some  miles,  and  from  which  grand  views 
can  be  had  over  the  lough  and  its  beauties  appre- 
ciated. When  apparently  the  end  of  the  lough  is 
approached,  the  road  suddenly  turns  to  the  right 
through  a  gorge  in  the  mountains,  at  the  foot  of 
which  runs  the  Finney  river,  well  worth  trying, 
but  more  especially  in  the  autumn,  when  the  trout, 
fresh  and  full  of  vigour,  run  up  it  to  spawn.  In 
these  few  notes  I  have  not  attempted  any  word 
painting  of  the  scenery  as  it  has  been  passed,  but 
as  the  road  threads  its  way  through  the  gorge  it 
now  assumes  a  most  rocky  character,  and  at  last 
is  really  among  the  Connemara  mountains,  until 
now  only  seen  from  the  distance  ;  all  around  they 
rear  their  heads  from  1000ft.  to  2000ft.  or  more, 
the  country  becomes  more  and  more  rugged,  and 
the  cultivation,  poor  enough  up  to  now,  less  and 
less. 

But  even  in  this  rugged  place  a  scene  of  beauty 
will  immediately  open  out  to  view,  and  following 
the  course  of  the  Finney,  the  source  from  which 
it  comes  is  seen  as  lovely  Lough  Nafooey  opens  out 
to  sight. 

It  will  never  do  to  pass  by  and  not  call  on  an  old 
friend  who  Uves  in  this  out-of-the-world  place,  and 
more  than  that  it  is  worth  while  spending  some 
hours,  or,  if  one  has  time,  days,  in  trying  the  lough 
imder  the  direction  of  old  Tom  Coyne,  who,  while 
rowing  slowly  along,  tells  me  wondrous  tales  of  the 
fairies  and  their  coaches  that  come  down  from 
yonder  hills  and  cross  the  lough,  what  time  the  moon 
shines  brightly,  and  the  old  man  sticks  to  his  beUef 
in  them  despite  the  jeering  and  incredulous  remarks 
of  his  friend  Pat  Summerville,  who  has  come  so  far 
to  assist  in  the  fishing.  Dear  old  Tom  can  never  be 
brought  to  admit  that  he  has  reaUy  seen  the  fairies, 
but  he  has  been  told  of  them  since  he  was  a  boy  time 
after  time,  and  that  is  good  enough  for  him  despite 
the  unbeUef  of  Pat. 

To  hear  them  discuss  the  question  (at/  times,  in  the 
intensity  of  their  argument,  breaking  out  into  Irish, 
which  I  promptly  stop  as  I  cannot  understand)  is 
certainly  an  instruction.  In  these  days  of  advance- 
ment it  is  curious  to  come  across  such  ideas  which 
we  read  of  and  laughed  at  in  the  works  of  our  boy- 
hood's friend,  Sam  Lover. 

At  the  western  end,  of  which  I  give  a  view  and  of 
the  party  preparing  to  restart  after  limch,  the  moun- 
tains are  not  quite  so  close,  and  quite  on  the  left  of 
the  photo  can  be  traced  the  road  that  I  have  to 
travel ;  up  and  up  it  rises  so  steeply  that  I  walk  to 
ease  the  horse,  and  when  the  top  is  at  last  reached 
it  is  interesting  to  look  round  for  miles  and  not  see 
one  trace  of  man.  Yes,  one  ;  right  at  the  top  of 
the  moimtain  is  a  familiar  sign-board  which  reads, 
"  Caution  to  cyclists.  This  hill  is  dangerous." 
How  strange  it  looks  up  here,  and  how  Httle  respect 
it  has  received  from  passers-by,  for  its  battered 
state  shows  that  it  has  been  the  mark  of  many  a 
correctly  aimed  lump  of  rock,  any  quantity  of 
which  Ues  temptingly  at  hand. 

As  high  as  the  road  has  ascended  the  mountain 
on  one  side,  so  far  does  it  descend  the  other  to  the 
road  which,  turning  to  the  right,  runs  alongside  the 
Maam  river  till  it  reaches  the  last  place  that  I  intend 
to  mention,  at  any  rate  at  present,  McKeowan's 
Leenane  Hotel. 

Comfortably  tucked  in  under  the  mountain  it  Ues, 
and  far  away  at  the  end  of  the  view — as  a  matter  of 
fact,  five  miles  away — Killary  Bay,  on  which  the 
hotel  stands,  opens  out  into  the  broad  Atlantic 
itself.  There  is  no  need  for  me  to  describe 
McKeowan's  well-known  place  or  tell  of  the  en- 
deavours that  are  made  by  Host  Harry  to  make 
visitors  enjoy  the  country  round  and  other  attrac- 
tions near.    The  hotel  is  too  well  known. 

Is  it  necessary  for  me  to  tell  such  experienced 
readers  as  those  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  most 
suitable  times  ?  I  trow  not,  but  if  I  might  be 
allowed  to  give  my  personal  ideas,  the  best  time 
for  the  trout  is  just  "  before  "  the  May  Fly  season, 
and  for  pike  August  and  September. 

Could  an  enthusiast  be  found  sufficiently  fond  of 
sohtude  and  impervious  to  rain,  I  feel  sure  that 
enormous  pike  fishing  could  be  done  in  the  winter 
months,  but  the  local  fishermen  are  not  used  to  this, 
and  it  would  require  the  angler  to  take  charge  of  and 
direct  operations  himself,  and  fish  far  deeper  than 
the  fishermen  ever  dream  of,  and  then  when  the 
pike  were  on  the  run  his  success  would  be  pheno- 
menal, but  it  would  require  the  exercise  of  the 
greatest  patience.;  _ 


This,  then,  is  a  short  description  of  the  country 
that  has  such  attractions  for  me,  both  for  health  and 
sport,  and  when  after  times  of  arduous  work  the 
time  for  relaxation  comes,  there  are  few  words  that 
fall  more  pleasantly  on  my  ears  than  those  simple 
ones,  the  general  greeting  here — 

"  YtJK  Welkim,  Sore  !  " 

The  Baron. 


ON  THE  EIVEE  AT  NIGHTFALL. 


"  Well,  have  you  been  fishing  lately  ?  "  was  a 
query  I  propounded  to  a  friend  whom  I  ran  across 
in  town  the  other  day. 

"  Oh,  no.  Trout  fishing  ended  before  May  was 
out,"  he  replied  in  a  tone  conveying  the  strength  of 
his  convictions.- 

Nonsense  !  "-  I  said.    "  Trout  are  now  in  the 
pink  of  condition,  and  rising  freely  in  the  evenings." 

"  Just  so  ;  but  they  are  more  difficult  of  capture 
than  in  the  springtime,  and  so  short  is  one's  stay  by 
the  river  that  when  it  involves  a  railway  journey 
of  a  dozen  miles  or  so,  the  game  isn't  worth  the 
candle.  Again,  an  eerie  sense  of  loneliness  steals 
over  one  on  the  river  by  night  that  nothing  will 
disperse,  and  rather  would  I  talk  of  than  indulge  in 
fishing  after  nightfall.  Ugh  !  the  bare  mention  of 
the  subject  is  suggestive  of  ghosts  and  gobUns." 

Thus  argued  one  who  threw  a  fly  as  prettily  as 
anyone  could  wish  for,  and  fished  consistently  two 
days  a  week  in  early  spring.  I  left  him  convinced 
in  my  own  mind  that  I  had  found  the  solution  to 
the  problem :  Why  our  rivers — whose  every  stream 
at  the  commencement  of  the  season  throughout 
days  of  uninterrupted  sunshine  is  whipped  un- 
mercifully by  first  one  angler  and  then  another, 
subsequently  by  others  bringing  up  the  rear,  until 
the  element  of  sport  is  almost  eliminated  from  the 
pastime — are  practically  deserted  at  midsummer. 

On  many  streams  for  some  time  after  the  opening 
of  trout  fishing  one  has  perforce  to  be  content  with 
fish  averaging  three  to  the  pound  ;  but  not  so  with 
fish  taken  late  in  the  evenings  of  the  month  of  July. 
Then  is  the  time  when  one  essays  conclusions  with 
the  pounders — aye,  and  even  two-pounders — fish 
that  during  the  white  glare  of  the  noonday  sun  lie 
in  a  semi-comatose  state  in  secluded  water  under 
the  protection  of  impenetrable  strongholds,  and 
only  issue  into  the  open  water  at  night-time  for  the 
surface  food,  of  which  the  bustard  or  meadow  moth 
forms  the  chief  deUcacy.  You,  therefore,  who  have 
noted,  tasted  of  the  delights  of  night  fishing,  and 
have  a  penchant  for  so  doing,  I  will  ask  to  accom- 
pany me,  since  I  am  about  to  take  up  my  rod  and 
strike  out  in  the  direction  of  the  river. 

But  it  is  early  yet  for  the  big  ones,  so  while  the 
slowly-sinking  sun  is  crimsoning  the  summits  of  the 
distant  hills  and  the  tall  pines  stand  bathed  in  its 
pale  golden  rays,  we  will  use  a  cast  of  suitable 
hackle  flies,  employing  Orange  Partridge  for 
first  dropper.  Pale  Evening  Dun  for  second,  and 
Red  Spiimer  as  tail  fly,  and  try  our  luck  on 
yonder  stream,  in  which  ever  and  anon  a  tell-tale 
circle  betrays  the  presence  of  a  feeding  fish.  Un- 
hesitatingly has  he  risen  and  seized  the  tail  fly,  and 
a  game  trout  we  pronounce  him  as  the  landing-net 
is  brought  into  requisition.  Speedily  we  set  to 
work  again,  and  so  absorbed  are  we  in  our  efforts 
to  take  another  rising  fish  out  of  the  same  stream 
that  we  fail  to  realise  the  light  is  fast  waning,  until 
a  wood  owl,  keeping  her  vigil  in  an  adjoining  plan- 
tation, commences  to  intone  in  a  mournful  key. 

Who  is  not  famiUar  with  Gray's  "  Elegy," 
written  in  a  country  churchyard — 

Now  fades  the  glimmering  landscape  from  the  sight. 
And  all  the  air  a  solemn  stillness  holds. 
Save  where  the  beetle  wheels  his  droning  flight. 
And  drowsy  tinklings  lull  the  distant  folds. 

The  beauty  of  the  foregoing  verse  appeals  to  us  with 
reaUstic  force  as  we  observe  the  lengthening  shadows 
closing  around  objects  that  but  a  few  minutes  since 
were  steeped  in  the  afterglow.  A  cloud  of  midges 
hovers  over  the  water,  and  where  trees  and  beetling 
crags  abound  the  river  flows  dark  and  menacing, 
with  just  a  faint  gUmmer  showing  where  it  leaps 
and  swirls  in  its  journey  through  narrow  and 
irregular  chaimels.  An  oppressive  silence,  un- 
broken save  for  the  distant  lowing  of  cattle  and  the 
subdued  murmurings  of  the  stream,  takes  possession 
of  the  air,  and  holds  us  beneath  its  magic  spell,  for 
we  converse  in  an  undertone  the  while  we  detach 
our  light  cast  and  substitute  with  a  strong  gut  cast, 


attached  to  which  is  one  fly— an  artificial  Brown 
Bustard. 

And  now  to  select  a  likely  sheet  of  water  for  our 
purpose.  A  long  stretch  of  open  shallow  water 
gUding  smoothly  over  a  gravel  or  rocky  bed  is  a 
desideratum,  faiUng  which  the  tranquil  water  is  a 
good  second,  since  after  dusk  trout  vacate  the  rough 
and  broken  water  in  preference  for  the  thin  shallows, 
or  where  the  river  flows  deep  towards  its  centre,  the 
fringes  close  to  the  bank  will  attract  the  fish. 

At  one  time  I  favoured  the  use  of  natural  moths 
in  my  nocturnal  peregrinations,  but  since  the  arti- 
ficial lure  has  attained  so  high  a  standard  of  per- 
fection my  afFection  has  been  transferred  to  the 
latter.  Moreover,  the  capture  of  the  Bustard  is 
not  an  easy  matter.  The  chase  involves  loss  of 
time,  and  if,  as  is  by  no  means  infi-equent,  the 
insects  are  scarce,  consequent  on  the  chilUness  of 
the  night  air,  the  pursuit  may  culminate  in  a  rapid 
flow  of  expletives  ;  while  as  you  stumble  hither  and 
thither,  mopping  your  perspiring  brow  and  full  of 
contrition  for  your  recent  volubility,  the  dew  is 
searching  your  stocldngs  and  damping  your  enthu- 
siasm for  night  fishing.  Draw  nigh,  my  wilUng 
pupil,  and  take  my  rod  that  I  may  better  instruct 
you  into  the  mysteries  of  this  branch  of  the  gentle 
art.  The  river  lies  in  dark  shadow,  but  now  and 
again  our  ears  are  assailed  by  the  heavy  plunge  of 
a  feeding  trout,  and  away  goes  the  Une  in  its  direc- 
tion. "  Missed  him,  have  you  ?  Ah  !  you  must  keep 
a  tight  fine  and  your  fly  on  the  surface  of  the  water."- 
'•After  each  cast  give  your  line  a  course  of  drying 
treatment  by  a  series  of  evolutions  above  your  head, 
and  mind  you  don't  jerk  it,  otherwise  it  will  emulate 
the  crack  of  a  pistol  shot,  resulting  in  the  loss  of 
your  fly.  That  is  better  !  Now  that  the  cast  is  made 
keep  the  point  of  your  rod  well  vip,  and  gently  work 
the  fly  on  the  surface."  Not  for  long,  however;  it 
soon  sinks,  and — "  Eh,  got  him  ?  Well,  hold  him 
tight — your  tackle  will  stand  it — don't  give  him 
another  inch  of  line ;  he  is  fighting  for  hberty, 
remember,  and  will  make  for  the  nearest  submerged 
boulder  if  you  give  him  the  opportunity."  "  He's  a 
big  'un,"  you  think.  We  cannot  see  him,  but  we  can 
hear  him  lashipg  out.  "  Reel  him  in  as  quickly  as 
possible."  "  How  disappointing,"  its  captor  re- 
marks, as  I  hft  up  the  fish  in  the  landing  net.  "Why, 
his  weight  won't  exceed  half  a  pound,  and  he  fought 
like  a  two-pounder." 

"  Off  you  go  again,  and  keep  your  powder  dry — in 
other  words,  your  fly."  Splash!  Whirr!  "Quick! 
lower  the  top  of  your  rod,  or  he  will  assuredly  break 
with  you  ;  he's  a  steeplechaser  after  the  jumping 
stakes.  Stick  to  him  ;  the  rod  will  stand  the  strain  ; 
it's  a  steel-ribbed  Hardy."  Unstinting  are  we  in 
praise  of  this  magnificent  fish — two  pounds  if  he's 
an  ounce — as  we  carry  him  to  the  bank  to  feast  our 
eyes  on  his  symmetrical  form,  thereby  almost  ex- 
hausting our  stock  of  matches. 

What  a  glorious  night  it  is  !  The  south  wind 
playfully  stirs  the  leaves  ;  the  air  is  resonant  with 
the  hum  of  winged  insects,  faint  at  first,  then  in- 
creasing in  tone,  afterwards  gradually  dying  away 
in  the  distance  :  while  the  river  hastening  onwards 
softly  chants  its  ceaseless  refrain.  It  is  long  past 
the  witching  hour,  and  already  a  thin  shaft  of  light 
is  spreading  in  the  eastern  sky  ;  so  come,  my  worthy 
friend,  let  us  away  from  the  river  ere  the  sun  makes 
its  appearance  and  tempts  us  to  linger  for  the 
morning  rise.  Brown  Owl. 


Fined  over  £6  for  Taking  under  6-inch 
Trout. — "  Reports  from  all  over  the  Adirondacks 
indicate  that  the  trout  fishing  this  spring  is  better 
than  it  has  been  for  many  years,  big  catches  of 
brook  and  lake  trout  being  so  numerous  as  to 
attract  little  attention.-  Old  fishermen  say  that 
the  excellent  fishing  is  due  to  the  dry  weather,  in 
some  places  no  heavy  rains  having  fallen  in  the 
Adirondacks  since  April  16.  Four  sportsmen 
from  Herkimer,  N.Y.,  spent  Sunday  whipping  the 
trout  streams  of  Salisbury.  They  had  a  fairly 
good  catch,  and  while  on  their  way  home  late  in 
the  afternoon  were  encountered  by  Game  Protector 
Foumia,  who  found  that  they  had  eighteen  trout  that 
were  under  six  inches.  The  Herkimerites  paid  fines 
of  $30  each  for  their  fun.  Fred  Putnam  and  several 
friends  of  Gloversville,  N.Y.,  returned  recently 
from  a  fishing  trip  of  two  weeks  at  Mud  Lake  and 
brought  with  them  a  catch  of  1061b.,  the  largest  of 
which  weighed  161b.  This  is  the  largest  and 
heaviest  catch  of  the  season  thus  far," — Old 
Guide  in  American  National  Sportsman. 
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WET-FLY  FISHING  BY  A  MASTER 
OF  THE  AET* 


Ant  angler  who  takes  up  ilr.  E.  M.  Tod's  new 
work  on  "  Wet-Fly  Fishing  "  and  merely  looks  at 
the  illustrations  v.-i]l,  I  think,  at  once  feel  interested 
in  it.  They  are  chieflv  from  excellent  di-awings 
made  by  ]VIr.  Walter' Puttick.-  They  are  not 
merely  pretty  scenes,  but  were  drawn  to  illustrate 
the  different  kinds  of  streams  described  by  the 
author. 

Although  of  course  not  written  for  the  diy-fly 
angler,  there  are  so  many  useful  hints  equally 
valuable  to  the  diy  as  to  the  wet  fly  man  that  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  to  anybody  and 
everybody  who  cares  about  any  form  of  small 
fly-fishing  in  rivers.  Lake  fishing  Mr.  Tod  does 
not  touch  upon. 

Mr.  Tod  is  one  of  the  oldest  contributors  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  I  think  all  the  useful  inventions 
which  he  has  given  to  the  angling  world  have  been 
pubUshed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  some  time  or 
other  since  the  year  1880  ;  consequently,  as  editor 


Anyone  who  knows  what  such  praise  as  this 
means  will  agree  with  me  that  we  fly-fishers  are  for- 
tunate in  having  the  experiences  and  methods  of 
such  an  angler  given  by  himself  freely  and  fully  and 
in  the  clearest  possible  manner,  and  so  pleasantly 
that  I  think  many  will  read  the  book  right  through 
as  I  did,  and  mark  many  passages  as  hints  for  future 
use.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Tod  said  once  that  his 
method  of  carrying  the  landing-net  was  "  of  no  use 
from  the  bank."  It  was  intended  by  him  chiefly 
for  wading  ;  but  all  I  can  say  is  that  after  trying  all 
kinds  of  nets  and  methods  of  carrjing,  I  never  fish 
so  comfortably  as  when  carrying  the  net  slung  in 
ilr.  Tod's  way.  It  answers  best  if  the  net  is  attached 
to  a  light  bamboo  handle.  When  in  Wales  last 
month  I  used  Mr.  Tod's  plan  when  fishing  along 
very  wooded  banks,  with  fences  as  difficult  to  get 
over  as  one  could  well  wish  for.  If  the  ring  of  the 
net  is  held  between  the  arm  and  the  body  as  you 
struggle  over  or  through  fences  the  net  offers  no 
impediment,  and  is  much  less  bothering  than  one 
dangUng  from  a  strap  about  your  legs.  The  best 
net  for  use  with  ilr.  Tod's  method  is  one  I  got  many 
years  ago  from  ilessrs.  WilUam  Bartleet  and  Sons, 


waters,  but  on  the  roughest  streams,  and  with  wel 
and  dry  fly  on  the  same  ca.it.  In  a  good  rise  the  trout 
will  often"  take  the  fly  on  the  surface,  and  just  before 
it  reaches  the  surface,  and  I  have  found  it  most 
interesting  to  fish  a  winged  fly  dry  and  a  hackled  fly 
wet.  and  I  believe  some  of  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Hal- 
ford's  wonderful  new  hackled  patterns  would 
answer  splendidly  on  the  Tweed  and  other  northern 
rivers  under  such  circumstances,  though  the  wet-fly 
angler  will  be  wise  never  to  be  without  the  special 
patterns  recommended  by  .Mr.  Tod  and  made  as  he 
recommends,  with  spare  upright  wings  tied  in 
a  bunch  to  look  like  one  wing  only,  with  a 
thin  body  and  scanty  hackle  ;  both  wings  and 
hackle  to  be  made  of  soft  feathers,  becau.se  they 
have  far  more  movement  when  in  the  water  than 
stiff  ones.  This  is  his  deUberate  choice  after  over 
forty  years  of  fly-fishing.  I  daresay  many  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  rememl)er  "  Red  Hugh  " — 
Cameron  was  his  name — a  well-known  boatman  on 
Loch  Rannoch,  and  himself  a  very  good  angler  on 
river  and  loch.  He  was  accidentally  drowned,  and 
some  time  after  his  death  among  his  little  belongings 
was  found  this  tribute  to  Mr.  Tod's  skill — 


BuKN  Fishing 

(J^peciinen  of  illustrations  in  To 


The  Lujn  Pool:  the  Place  where  the 
OLD  Trout  died. 

'Wet-Fly  Pishin:.") 


I  have  during  that  time  met  many  anglers  who  have 
fished  with  ilr.  Tod,  and  I  never  heard  anything 
but  praise  of  his  skill  with  the  wet-fly — such  praise 
as  long  ago  convinced  me  he  is  not  merely  a  first- 
rate  hand,  but  one  of  the  very  few  pre-eminent 
ones. 

It  is  many  years  ago  now  that  in  a  letter  I  had 
from  the  late  Mr.  T.  D.  MacLean,  of  Lazonby  Hall, 
on  the  Cumberland  Eden,  he  referred  to  Mr.  Tod — 
Mr.  G.  S.  ^larryat  stayed  with  him  just  before 
— in  which  he  said  :  "I  have  been  having  good 
sport  in  Scotland ;  I  think  sixty  sea-trout  in  a 
day,  running  up  to  l|lb..  is  nearly  a  record  for 
one  rod.  Mr.  Tod's  method  of  using  a  landing- 
net  when  wading  he  showed  me  some  time  ago,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  in  wading  it  is  unsurpassed. 
But  it  should  be  remembered  that  Tod  is  over  six 
feet,  and  is  a  wonderful  '  old  hand.'  He  is  as  good 
a  wet-fly  performer  as  Marryat  is  with  the  dry-fly,  and 
that  is  enough  for  any  man.^' 

*  "  Wet-Fly  Fishing  Treated  Methodieallv."  By 
E.  M.  Tod.  Illustrated.  Crown  8vo,  260  pp. 
Price,  6s.  net.  London  :  Sampson  Lew,  Marston 
&  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


of  Redditch.    I  believe  it  was  invented  by  the  late  , 
Mr.  Edgar  R.  S.  Bartleet.    It  is  extremely  hght  and 
strong, "and  the  ring  shuts  up  and  sUdes  along  the 
handle  in  a  most  compact  fashion.    I  was  surprised 
to  hear  from  Mr.  Bartleet  that  it  did  not  '•  take  '  j 
with  the  angUng  pubUc.    I  have  bought  several  for  , 
friends,  and  rarely  use  any  other.  : 
No  doubt,  if  it  had  been  his  object.  3U\  Tod 
could  have  wTitten  brilliantly  and  gracefully  of  the 
thousand  and  one  things  which  add  so  intensely 
to  the  deUghts  of  fly-fishing,  but  his  object,  modestly 
stated,  is  to  give  information  to  the  beginner— 
especially  to   the  young   angler ;   if  ilethuselah 
had   been   a   wet-fly  man  and   lived   till  now, 
he  would  have  gained  many  a  useful  hint  from 
Mr.  Tod. 


Our  author  divides 
into — "  The  Fishing  of 
of  Tributary  Streams, 
are  called  in  Scotland," 


Wet  -  Fly  Fishing  " 
Burns."  "The  Fishing 
or  '  Waters '  as  they 
'The  Fishing  of  Rivers." 


I  am  glad  to  see  that  on  p.  38  Mr.  Tod  says: 
"  There  are  times  when  the  man  who  can  fish 
the  dry-fly  as  well  as  the  wet  scores,  especially  in 
sluggish  waters  or  portions  of  waters."  I  have 
proved  this  repeatedly,  and  not  only  on  sluggish  j 


"  My  dear  :Mr.  Tod, 
You're  a  prince  of  tho  rod. 
An'  mony  a  troot  did  yo  kill  - 
On  loch  an'  on  river  ; 
An'  tliough  1  am  clever, 
I  camia  pretend  to  your  skill. 
You're  sadly  missed  here 
For  mony  a  long  year  ; 
But  when  you  come  north 
'Twill  be  glorious." 

"  Red  Hugh  "  probably  intended  to  finish  his  little 
poetical  effusion  some  day  and  send  it  to  ilr.  Tod, 
but  did  not  Uve  to  do  so. 

I  know  that  Mr.  Tod  himself  repudiates  the  idea 
of  being  considered  a  phenomenally  clever  angler, 
but  he  thinks  he  has  a  sound  undei-standing  of  the 
art,  and  his  desire  is  that  his  book  w  ill  be  of  service 
to  others,  and  stand  the  test  of  time.  And  it  will- 
there  is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  about  that.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  he  writes  of  his  experiences  as  if 
they  were  never  to  be  repeated  by  him— as  if  gather- 
ing age  and  growing  rheumatism  cry  No  more 
151b.  or  •201b.  baskets."  I  trust  he  is  mistaken, 
though  rheumatism— that  is,  the  real  thing— must 
be  a  terror,  and  anglers  ought  to  take  all  precautions 
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to  avoid  contracting  it.  This  reminds  me  that  quite 
fifteen  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Tod  was  fishing  on  the 
iJeveron,  although  crippled  with  rheumatism  foUow- 
mg  mfluenza,  he  had  the  best  baskets  of  trout  which 
came  under  my  notice  on  any  river  that  season. 

1  have  marked  dozens  of  passages  in  "  Wet-Fy 
Fishmg  "  which  J  should  like  to  quote,  but  it  would 
take  up  too  much  space,  and  also  hardlv  be  fair  to 
the  author.  I  am  glad  to  see  how  strongly  he  insists 
on  the  necessity  for  instantaneous  action  when  the 
eye  sees  a  rise  at  the  fly  or  the  gleam  of  a  fish  I 
agree  with  him  that  in  fly-fishing  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  strike  too  soon,  unless  the  fish  run  very 
large  and  are  deliberate  in  their  movements.  Even 
then  delay  is  mighty  dangerous. 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Tod  that  nothing  spoils  the 
fly-fasher  s  chances  so  much  as  using  a  rod  at  all  too 
heavy  to  manage  properly  ;  it  tires  the  wrist,  and 
makes  it  impossible  to  strike  until  it  is  too  late.  I 
remember  some  years  ago  fishing  on  Mr.  Corrie's 
water  above  Winchester  after  a  week  of  hard  fishing 
with  a  heavy  rod  on  some  water  I  then  had  at  High- 
bridge,  where  the  Itchen  is  very  wide  in  places,  and 
a  big  rod  was  necessary.  Young  Lock,  the  keeper 
was  with  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  put  me  down 
as  a  duffer,  for  time  after  time  he  put  me  on  to  a 
rising  trout,  or  told  me  exactly  where  a  trout  would 
rise.  I  made  the  cast  all  right  and  got  the  rise,  but 
missed  nearly  every  fish,  simply  because  my  wrist 
was  half  broken  and  could  not  respond  quickly 
enough.  If  it  had  been  my  first  day's  fishing  I 
should  have  hooked  most  of  the  fish  probably. 

Mr.  Tod  has  some  valuable  hints  as  to  the  effect 
of  air  bubbles  on  the  wet-fly  and  how  to  prevent 
them,  on  "  bad  form  "  in  wet-fly  fishing,  on  "  blind 
hooks  "  as  better  than  eyed  hooks  for  that  style,  on 
the  invaluable  double-hooked  midge-sized  flies  re- 
commended by  him  (I  would  never  be  without  them, 
only  they  must  be  made  in  Mr.  T.'s  way),  on  fishing 
in  varying  kinds  of  weather,  on  "  good  form,"  on 
rods,  on  casting  the  fly,  rising,  hooking,  and  playing 
trout,  on  japanned  hooks  and  why  they  should  be 
avoided,  on  timidity  in  playing  fish,  on  sport  versus 
murder,  on  fishing  the  fly  at  varying  depths,  on  the 
gospel  of  upstream  fishing,  and  a  score  of  other 
interesting  subjects. 

After  the  splendid  reception  "  Wet-Fly  Fishing  " 
has  already  had  from  north  country  anglers  and 
writers  on  angHng  in  the  Press  generally,  I  feel  fully 
confirmed  in  the  opinion  I  formed  of  it  when  I  first 
read  it,  namely,  that  it  is  the  best  practical  treatise 
on  wet-fly  fishing  ever  written,  not  excepting  even 
Stewart's  classic,  for  it  is  of  wider  range  than  that 
and  deals  more  fully  with  fly-fishing.  Of  course 
there  are  things  about  which  the  reader  will  reserve 
his  right  to  differ  with  the  author,  but  it  would  be 
a  sad  thing  if  anglers  were  all  agreed  on  every  topic. 
Mr.  Tod  is  that  best  of  all  sportsmen— an  enthusiast 
and  an  expert.  Here's  health  and  success  to  him 
and  to  his  book.  R.  b.  Maeston. 


July  18,  1903 


p. S.— Since  writing  this  notice  I  am  glad  to  see 
The  Field  gives  "  Wet-Fly  Fishing  "  a  hearty  wel- 
come in  its  issue  for  July  11,  concluding  with  these 
words  :  _  "  And  so  ends  one  of  the  most  original, 
dogmatic,  reliable,  practical,  and  generally  amusing 
books  which  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  to  read 
for  many  a  long  day  ^charming  illustrations.'! 


FLOAT  LEGEE  AND  TIGHT  LINE. 
By  the  Medway  Dace. 


There  is  no  more  staunch  supporter  of  the  long 
taper  rod  and  tight  line  of  gossamer  fineness  as 
tackling  with  which  to  artistically  capture  roach, 
and  several  other  varieties  of  coarse  fish,  than 
myself.  Indeed  to  me  it  has  a  subtle  fascination 
which  has  frequently  beguiled  me  into  its  use  when 
pike  and  perch  of  proud  proportions  have  been 
available;  aye,  even  trout  fishing  has  been 
neglected,  and  the  "ting"  of  the  tight  line  pre- 
ferred to  the  "  whirr-r  of  the  winch.  There  is  a 
charm  about  the  Lea  style  of  angling  which  makes 
firm  friends  of  all  who  once  go  a-angling  after  that 
manner,  and  converts  from  the  lace  county  and 
elsewhere  are  crowding  into  the  ranks  of  "  tight- 
liners  "  in  whole  battalions  year  by  year.  That  it 
requires  the  exercise  of  skill  of  no  mean  order  goes 
without  saying ;  that  it  commands  the  most  sport 
possible  from  the  fish  hooked  is  a  truism ;  that 
among  its  advocates  are  numbered  some  of  the 
most  successful  roach  fishers  living  is  an  acknow- 
ledged fact;  and  that  it  trains  hand  and  eye  in 
addition  to  teaching  the  great  necessity  of  con- 


centrating one's  attention  absolutely  on  the  work 
m  hand  adds  not  a  little  to  the  usefulness  of  the 
pleasure  found  in  its  pursuit. 

_  It  can  easily  be  understood,  therefore,  that  it  is 
in  no  spirit  of  opposition  I  venture  to  question  its 
superiority  in  all  waters  where  it  is  pursued.  When 
I  was  a  youngster  the  Lea  style  was  confined  to 
that  river  and  the  adjoining  waters,  or  nearly  so. 
1  well  remember  its  first  introduction  to  the 
Medway.    A  typical  London  club  angler  (who  is 
still  alive,  and  has  prospered  in  the  hop  county) 
accepted  a  situation  in  the  county  town.    He  soon 
found  his  way  into  the  local  angling  club,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
members.    Needless  to  say,  he  fished  tight  line, 
and  having  some  knowledge  of  the  haunts  of  fish, 
in  addition  to  more  than  average  skill  in  capturing 
them  he  very  soon  '  spotted'?  suitable  "shops," 
and  his  baskets  of  roach  were  admired  by  all  and 
envied  by  not  a  few.    Previously  a  Sowerbutts  was 
as  httle  known  to  Medway  anglers  as  a  side  pocket 
is  to  a  cow,  but  very  soon  a  number  of  them  reared 
their  length  from  the  banks,  and  tight-lining  was 
established  on  the  Kentish  stream.    It  was  my  first 
introduction  to  the   Lea   style,   and  under  the 
instruction  of  our  London  friend  I  rapidly  acquired 
some.  skiU  in  its  manipulation.    But  there  were 
several  old  fogies  who  stubbornly  stuck  to  the  old 
Medway  style  of  fishing,  with  afoot  of  line  extended 
on  the  bottom  and,  of  course,  a  stationary  bait 
and  among  these  were  a  few  whose  records  our 
London  friend  could  not  beat,  try  he  ever  so  well  • 
nor  have  they  been  beaten  on  that  river  to  the 
present  day.    I  am  with  those  who  consider  certain 
parts  of  the  Medway  the  very  thing  for  the  Lea 
style  of  roaching,  and  in  these  parts  a  skilled  man 
can  catch  very  good  baskets  of  fish,  but  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  river  is  more  suited  to  the  float 
leger,  and  there  are  many  similar  waters  to  the 
M^way  of  which  the  same  thing  may  be  said. 

That  IS  where  my  point  arises.    The  marvellous 
growth  of  the  London  club  movement,  and  the 
wide-spreading  extension  of  the  privilege  ticket 
system,  has  opened  out  vast  opportunities  for  the 
London  club  man— opportunities  he  has  not  failed 
to  avail  himself  of,  full  measure  and  flowing  over 
And  wherever  and  whenever  he  has  gone,  his  long 
"  pole    and  tight  line  have  gone  with  him.  No 
objection  is— no  objection  can  be— raised  to  this. 
It  IS  the  fact  that  the  Lea  outfit  is  taken  and  used 
to  exclusion  of  all  others,  or  nearly  so,  that  I 
venture  to  question  the  wisdom  of.    True,  a  rough 
and  ready  leger  sometimes  accompanies  our  angler 
and  is  "chucked"  out  to  "fish  for  itself.'?  But 
your  tight-lmer  as  a  rule  is  a  tight-line  bigot,  and 
he  suffers  for  his  bigotry.   In  addition,  others  who, 
very  naturally,  adopt  the  style  in  districts  opened 
out  by  the  Londoner— who  could  resist  its  fascina- 
tion ?— become  equally  bigoted.    They  are  not  one 
]ot  worse  than  the  dry  fly  bigot,  but  they  are 
equally  as  unfortunate  as  he.    In  sticking  to  the 
tight  hne,  that  and  that  only,  the  London  angler 
often  enough  returns  with  a  light  basket  that 
might  quite  easily  have  been  a  heavy  one ;  for  not 
only  is  the  leger  neglected,  but  the  fly  rod  also  ■ 
and  many  a  big  chub  and  big  dace  "  laughs  in  his 
sleeve    as  a  result.    But  I  am  dealing  only  with 
the  float  leger,  and  merely  mention  the  fly  rod  in 
order   to   emphasise  the  fact  that   the  average 
London  angler  is  wedded  to  the  Lea  style. 

In  the  years  gone  by.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Eoberts 
the  Barming  schoolmaster,  who  first  shook  the 
conviction  of  the  London  angler  mentioned  in  the 
first  part  of  my  discourse:  needless  to  say  that 
conviction  was  the  Lea  style,  and  the  Lea  style 
only.    In  the  days  I  am  speaking  of  there  were 
some  "hot  shops"  between  Barming  Bridge  and 
Teston  Bridge,  and  one  of  the  hottest  was  known 
as  "  Roberts'  Hole."    This  was  the  schoolmaster's 
favourite  spot,  season  after  season,  for  four  or  five 
years,  at  least,  to  my  certain  knowledge     It  was 
an  Ideal  Medway  swim,  if  a  barely  perceptible 
current   may  be  termed  a  swim,  situate   in  a 
rather  broad  part  of  the  river,  some  twenty  yards 
m  length,  with  a  shelving  bottom,  deepening  from 
about  four  feet  close  under  the  bank  to  some 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet  out  in  mid-stream.    Such  a 
bottom  is  the  thing  for  the  float  leger— which  for 
the  benefit  of  a  few  I  briefly  describe  at  the  end  of 
this  article— but  hardly  an  ideal  swim  for  a  tripping 
tight-lme  bait.    In  the  early  morn,  while  yet  the 
upland  meadows  gUstened  with  the  scintillating 
beads  of  dew,  and  when  the  day's  duties  werl 
over  and  the  evening  drawing  in,  our  friend  Roberts 
would  be  at  his  post,  there  to  pass  the  time  of  day 


with  occupants  of  passing  boats,  or  chat  over  fish 
and  fishing  with  some  friend  from  near  or  afar 
who  had  come  to  smoke  a  pipe  and  have  a  chat 
with  the  schoolmaster,  the  while  he  calmly  and 
methodically  —  calm  and  method  born  of  long 
practice  and  frequent  success— baited  his  hooks,  or 
hooked,  played,  and  landed  fish.  None  but  a  total 
stranger  would  ever  dream  of  usurping  Mr.  Roberts' 
1  -^'fi    ,  ^  claim  to  it  was  a 

kindly,  loving  spirit— the  spirit  of  Walton  breathed 
into  yet  another  man— and  a  word  of  valuable 
advice,  freely  given,  for  any  angler,  be  he  rich  or 
be  he  poor.  He  asked  but  that  twenty  yards  from 
fourteen  miles  of  fishable  water,  and  he  had  it. 

Naturally,  the  schoohnaster  and  the  London 
angler  struck  up  an  acquaintance,  and  many  were 
the  interesting  conversations  I  have  Ustened  to  in 
their  company.    The  principal  topic,  although  by 
no  means  the  only  one,  was  tight- line  v.  float-leger, 
and  for  some  time  neither  expert  could  agree  with 
the  other.    In  this  I  am  inclined  to  think  both 
were  wrong  in  the  early  stages,  for  Mr.  Roberts 
might  have  fished  other  swims  with  profit,  adopting 
the  tight-line;  but  he  would  not  and  did  not. 
However,  a  change  came  in  time ;  the  Londoner 
"  vowing  he  would  ne'er  consent,  consented,"  and 
partially  adopted  the   float-leger  style.     I  say 
partially  because,  even  then,  he  stuck  to  his  long 
pole  and  tight-line,  but  fished  with  the  shots  on 
the  bottom  and  a  foot  of  line  beyond  them.  There 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt,  as  he  would  tell  you 
to-day,  that  he  profited  thereby.    There  are  other 
anglers  hke  him,  their  number  is  ever  increasing, 
and  to  such  these  remarks  are  not  addressed,  unless 
it  be  as  a  friendly  chat  over  a  pipe  on  a  subject 
interestmg  to  us  all.    It  is  to  those  who  "swear 
by    the  long  "  pole  "—it  and  it  only— that  I  would 
point  the  moral  which  adorns  the  tale  I  have  just 
told  you. 

The  Lea  style  of  fishing  gained  its  name  from 
having  originated  with  and  developed  to  its  present 
perfect  form  among  anglers  in  that  river.    It  is  the 
outcome  of  long  years  of  careful  study  and  skilful 
operations  on  the  part  of  not  one  man  only,  but  of 
scores,  aye,  hundreds.   It  is  the  style  for  that  river, 
and  IS  admirably  suited  to  the  contour  of  the  banks, 
the  bottom  of  the  river,  the  speed  of  the  current 
and  the  delicate  bite  of  the  fish.     It  may  be 
exercised  with  equally  profitable  results  on  any 
similar  water  elsewhere,  and  anglers  in  many 
districts  have  to  rejoice  at  the  day  it  was  brought 
to  their  notice.    But  to  attempt  to  kill  fish  in  the 
Lea  style  in  waters  utterly  unsuited  to  its  practice 
IS  extremely  stupid,  or  to  go  home  Ashless  from 
such  waters  because  one  is  too  bigoted  to  adopt 
other  tactics  is  absolutely  absurd— might  as  well 
try  one  bowler  only  in  a  cricket  match,  irrespective 
of  his  being  knocked  all  over  the  field,  however 
good  he  may  be. 

What  is  the  procedure  of  a  feeding  fish  in  such 
a  water  as  that  mentioned  in  the  description  of 
"  Roberts'  Hole  "  ?    I  first  of  all  presume  that  it 
has  been  ground-baited,  and  by  that  means  the 
fish  are  attracted  as  near  as  advisable  to  the  bank. 
The  fish  mount  from  the  deep  water,  and  keeping 
to  the  bottom  (as  they  are  pretty  well  sure  to 
where  it  shelves,  as  in  this  case)  reach  the  ground- 
bait  and  the  hook-bait.    In  the  case  of  the  tight 
Ime,  the  bait  is  seized,  the  fish  at  once  bolts  for 
deep  water,  and  the  angler  is  "  pointed."   "  Ah  !  "  I 
can  hear  our  angler  say,  "  that's  no  matter  to  me  !  " 
But  it  is  a  matter,  however  of  slight  importance 
to  an  expert,  and  even  he  does  not  wish  to  be 
continually   "pointed,"    and  often    broken  up,  ' 
which  latter  case  is  pretty  sure  to  occur  now 
and  then  if  the  hooked  fish  cannot  be  kept  fairly 
under   the   rod-top    for   the    most  part.  But 
this  is  only  a   minor  matter  after  all.  Next 
we  have  to  consider  that  the  stream  is  sluggish, 
there  is  hardly  any  perceptible  current.  Now, 
I  take  it  that  the  great  points  in  favour  of 
tight-hning  are  the  tripping  bait  and  an  instan- 
taneous   response    to    the    slightest    "  knock.". 
Here  we  have  no  current,  the  bait  actually  rests  on 
the  bottom  :  and  that  is  not  all    In  these  sluggish 
waters  the  fish  are  slower  to  move  and  to  bite.' 
They  take  things  quietly  and  calmly  ;  but  they  are 
no  less  suspicious  than  their  confreres  elsewhere.' 
The  result  is  that  when  they  bite  at  a  tight-line 
bait  they  feel  the  "  drag  "  of  the  shots  immediately 
and  as  quickly  leave  the  bait;  whereas  with  a 
float  leger  there  is  a  foot  of  gut  beyond  the  shots 
that  are  resting  on  the  bottom,  and  this  they  have 
to  play  with.    When  they  have  got  a  fair  hold  of 
the  bait  they  move  off,  'the  float  dives  obliquely 
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beneath  the  .  surface,  and  the  angler  strikes — not 
until  then.  If  the  tight-liner  strikes  at  the  slightest 
sign  of  a  bite,  as  he  very  properly  would  do  in  a 
moving  water  and  on  a  level  bottom,  he  strikes  too 
soon ;  if  he  does  not  the  drag  of  the  shots  has 
betrayed  the  nature  of  the  lure  to  the  fish  and  it 
is  gone.  That  is  the  case  ten  times  out  of  twelve  : 
the  eleventh  time  the  fish  may  take  the  bait  and  j 
the  angler  is  "pointed"  and  broken  up,  the  twelfth 
time  he  may  get  the  fish. 

Still  more  important  is  the  next  matter  we  have 
to  consider :  the  real  home  of  the  fish  is  right  out 
in  the  deep  water  at  mid-stream,  and  the  nearer 
you  fish  to  that  deep  water  the  better  are  your 
chances  of  success.  But  to  reach  it  perhaps  requires 
from  ten  to  twelve  yards  of  line — even  more  mayhap. 
Now,  with  the  float-leger  this  is  quite  easily 
done,  with  the  tight-line  it  is  impossible. 
Therefore,  the  float-leger  gets  the  fish  from 
where  they  are;  the  tight-line  necessarily 
fishes  closer  in  shore  where  the  fish  are  not ; 
result,  nil.  You  may  ground-bait  closer  in 
and  try  to  attract  the  fish  so ;  but  you  had 
far  better  ground-bait  farther  out  and  send 
your  hook-bait  there  as  well.  I  may  be  told 
that  no  Lea  fisher  in  his  senses  would 
attempt  to  fish  on  the  edge  of  a  hole  like 
this  ;  in  reply  to  which  I  honestly  state  that 
I  have  seen  them  doing  so  time  and  often. 
And  you  must  remember  that  my  contention 
is  that  most  "swims"  in  the  Medway  are 
of  this  description,  and  many  waters  are 
similar  to  the  Kentish  stream. 

Why  a  float  at  all,  why  not  a  plain  leger  ? 
Well,  simply  because  the  float  answers  exactly 
the  same  purpose  in  this  case  as  it  does  in 
any  other;  it  supports  the  length  of  line 
between  it  and  the  bait — or,  to  be  more 
accurate,  in  this  case   the   length  of  line 
between  it  and  the  leger  bullet — and  as  the 
line  between  it  and  the  rod  floats  the  strike 
is  more  direct  on  the  fish  ;  in  addition  the  float 
betrays  the  sUghtest  presence  of  a  fish  at  the  bait 
even  as  it  does  when  tight-lining,  the  difference 
being  that  the  angler  does  not  respond  so  readily 
to  that  slight  "  knock."-    You  may  depend  upon 
it   that    a    roach   leger   is   best  fitted  with  a 
float. 

I  need  hardly  mention  the  impossibility  of  fishing 
some  splendid  stretches  with  the  long  "  pole  '■'  and 
tight  line  owing  to  the  presence  of  high  banks,  and 
still  more  to  the  presence  of  obstruction  behind, 
whereby  the  disjointing  process  is  a  hopeless  task. 
Nor  need  I  point  out  the  splendid  water  at  the 
weirs,  and  some  other  numerous  points,  which  are 
inaccessible  to  the  tight  line,  yet  are  available  to 
the  float  leger.  All  these  the  tight- line  bigot  has  to 
pass  by,  even  as  the  dry-fly  bigot  has  to  pass  much 
broken  water  containing  lovely  trout.  When  will 
the  average  London  angler  take  a  proper  leger 
with  him  as  well  as  his  deservedly- beloved  long 
"pole=-'? 

I  have  instanced  the  river  Medway  as  I  con- 
sider it  to  be  a  typical  float  leger  water  through- 
out the  greater  part  of  its  length  ;  howbeit,  there 
are  good  tight-line  swims  here  and  there.  But 
any  quiet-flowing,  seductive  stream,  with  here 
and  there  the  deep  holes  invariably  associated 
with  such  waters,  is  best  fished  after  this 
manner.  Let  your  rod  be  of  bamboo,  light 
and  stifiish  in  action,  from  fifteen  to  sixteen 
feet  in  length,  not  more.  It  should  be  rung 
with  upright  (fixed)  rings,  and  these  should  be 
small  enough  to  "hug"  the  line  to  the  rod 
without  being  too  small  so  as  to  prevent  the  line 
running  freely  through.  The  first  ring  (next 
the  winch)  should  be  about  three  feet  from 
the  winch ;  you  will  find  that  this  assists 
materially  in  manipulating  the  line.  The  winch 
must  be  of  the  Nottingham  pattern,  with 
bars  and  check.  What  would  we  not  have 
given  for  one  of  Harry  Coxon's  "  Aerial '' 
winches  years  ago  ?  It  is  the  winch  for  the  work, 
if  you  do  not  mind  the  expense.  The  line  should 
be  of  very  fine  plaited  and  waterproofed  silk.  Don't 
you  know  that  a  waterproofed  fine  floats  better 
and  longer  than  an  undressed  one  ?  It  does.  But 
you  must  give  it  a  thorough  rubbing  with  mutton 
fat  frequently.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  the 
line  should  float,  and  float  perfectly.  Forty  yards 
is  ample  length  as  a  rule,  but  this  is  guided  by 
circumstances,  and  must  be  left  to  your  own  dis- 
cretion. The  gut  cast  is  of  the  finest  natural  gut 
procurable,  or  it  may  be  drawn  gut,  if  you  under- 
stand how  to  pick  out  good  drawn  gut  or  can  rely 


on  your  tackle-maker  doing  so.  The  hook  according 
to  the  bait :  for  wheat  and  pastes,  round  bend ;  for 
worms,  etc.,  Kendal  fine  wire.  One  foot  or  fifteen 
inches  above  the  hook  squeeze  on  one  shot,  and 
above  this  place  a  small  bullet  or  barrel  lead.  The 
float  must  be  of  quill,  and  very  buoyant  ;  a 
porcupine  float  is  hardly  buoyant  enough,  but  it 
is  a  capital  makeshift.  Your  other  equipment  is 
a  supply  of  the  usual  hook-baits  and  ground-bait, 
and  a  rod  rest.  Bait  the  hook  and  cast  out  where 
the  fish  are.  The  float  should  strain  on  the  bullet. 
Place  the  rod  in  the  rest,  and  wait  events.  At  a 
bite,  grip  the  rod,  but  do  not  strike ;  wait  until  the 
float  dives  away,  then  put  the  steel  into  him,  and 
may  success  attend  your  float-leger  as  it  has 
mine. 


The  Gbeat  Westebn  Hotel,  Oban,  N.B. 

THE  GEE  AT  WESTEEN  HOTEL, 
OBAN,  N.B. 


The  eloquent  pen  of  William  Black  has  described 
in  glowing  language  the  beauties  of  Colonsay,  Islay, 
Mull,  and  Oban.  Readers  of  "  White  Wings :  A 
Yachting  Romance,"  will  not  need  to  be  told  how 
the  gifted  author  loved  these  places ;  and  no 
wonder,  for  they  are  among  the  loveliest  spots  on 
earth.  The  Great  Western  Hotel,  Oban,  N.B.,  is 
worthy  of  its  surroundings,  and  surely  that  is 
praise  enough.  Not  a  few  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  know  the  Invercauld  Hotels.  Ballater  and 
Braemar,  and  they  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
their  old  host  and  friend,  Mr.  Alex.  M'Gregor, 
has  taken  a  lease  of  the  Great  Western  Hotel, 
Oban,  which,  remodelled  and  transformed,  now 


is,  indeed,  in  an  ideal  situation,  endowed  with  a 
wealth  of  the  beautiful  and  the  picturesque. 

"God  made  the  country,  but  man  made  the 
town,'-  and  far  too  often  the  work  of  man's  hands 
is,  as  an  artist  would  say,  "out  of  character  "  with 
the  beauties  of  nature.    That  is  not  so  with  the 
Great   Western    Hotel,   Oban,   where  charming 
and   romantic  scenery  is  associated  with  every 
comfort    and    convenience.      Close    to  railway 
and  st«amboat,  it  is  yet  free  from  the  turmoil 
and   din   of   traffic,   and  quiet  and  retirement 
are  secured  for  every  visitor  who  has  sought  a 
holiday  "far  from  tlie  madding  crowd."  With 
decorations,  rich  yet  unobtrusive,  a  complete  and 
perfect  electric  light  installation,  lifts,  and  every 
desirable  modern  appliance,  the  most  delicate  or 
laziest  visitor  can  feel  assured  of  obtaining 
the  maximum  of  comfort  with  the  minimum 
amount  of  exertion.    The  arrangements  for 
sanitation   and   ventilation  are  absolutely 
perfect,  and  every  room  in  the  vast  establish- 
ment is  lofty,  airy,  pleasantly  situated,  and 
well  ventilated.    If  it  be  true  that  the  way 
to  a  man's  heart  is  by  way  of  his  stomach, 
then  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M'Gregor  have  gone  the 
way  to  win  not  only  the  respect  and  esteem, 
but  also  the  affections  of  their  visitors,  for 
their  cuisine,   under    their   own  personal 
attention,  and  guided  by   their  wide  and 
varied  experience,  is  so  arranged  that  every 
taste  is  consulted  with  that  minute  attention 
to   detail    which    individual  idiosyncrasies 
demand.     The  dining  hall  is  a  magnificent 
apartment.     It  cost  over  £2000   and  can 
accommodate  200 guests,  audits  arrangement 
of  separate  tables  accommodates  small  parties 
of  two,  four,  six.  or  more  persons.  Those 
who  contemplate  a  trip  to  the  Highlands 
should  write  for  the  pretty  little  booklet 
describing  this  hotel,  and  a  glance  through 
its  pages   will   tempt   to    a   visit   to  an 
establishment   which  is  invariably  described  as 
"one  of  the  best  equipped  hotels  in  Scotland." 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  angler,  the 
Great  Western  Hotel,  Oban,  is  a  perfect  Elysium.' 
According  to  the  "  Angler's  Diary,"-  the  Lorn 
AngUng  Improvement  Association  (secretary,  Mr; 
J.  F.  McLaren,  22,  George-street,  Oban),  preserves 
the  following  lochs  in  the  district,  which  are  stocked 
with  trout,  namely,  Loch-an-Glennaberrach,  Penny- 
fuir  Loch,  and  Balnagown  Loch,  Lesmore.  In  the 
latter  loch,  which  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in 
Argyllshire,  the  trout  average  |lb.,  and  it  is  not 
unusual  to  get  one  2lb.  Strangers  can  arrange  for 
a  day's  angling,  at  moderate  rates,  by  application 
to  the  secretary,  who  will  give  all  information 
about  flies,  etc.  Loch  Nell  and  River  Nell  are  four 
miles  off,  and  are  good  for  sea-trout  in  the  autumn, 
with  an  occasional  salmon,  also  brown  trout ;  fishing 
on  application  to  proprietor,  Cleugh  Inn,  near 
Oban,  at  moderate  rates.  Loch  Scammadale, 
eight  miles  ofi ;  salmon,  sea,  and  brown  trout, 
preserved,  but  leave  occasionally  got  from 
various  proprietors.  Other  minor  lochs  in 
district,  but  mostly  preserved.  F.  G.  H. 


ON  THE  MANX  COAST. 


View  of  Bay  from  Hotel. 

ranks  with  the  most  elegantly  appointed  and 
luxuriously  furnished  hotels  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  The  hotel  is  popular,  as  it  deserves  to 
be,  and  its  150  apartments  seldom  lack  guests. 
Standing  soUd  and  impressive,  the  building  is  in 
thorough  harmony  with  one  of  the  grandest  views 
in  the  Western  Highlands.  The  hotel  faces  the 
beautiful  Bay  of  Oban,  ever  dotted  with  vessels  of 
many  sizes  and  shapes.  The  millionaire  takes  his 
fioating  palace  to  the  Bay  of  Oban,  and  on  its 
rippling  waters  the  tiny  pleasure  boat  floats  as  safe 
and  as  pretty  as  a  nautilus.  With  the  dusky  green 
hills  of  rocky  Kerrera,  and  the  wooded  heights  of 
DunolUe  in  the  near  distance,  and  wild,  romantic 
Mull  and  Morven  on  the  distant  horizon,  the  hotel 


There  is  probably  no  better  sea  fishing  to  be 
had  in  the  United  Kingdom  than  is  procurable 
by  those  fortunate  anglers  whose  lines  are  cast 
in  the  blue  waters  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  Just 
now  the  mackerel  are  swarming  in  from  the 
deeps  and  afiord  most  exhilarating  sport  to 
those  who  follow  them,  the  yachtsmen  of 
Ramsey,  Douglas,  and  Port  Erin  accounting 
for  a  large  number  every  time  they  go  out.  The 
charges  made  by  the  boatmen  are  very  trifling, 
their  boats  are  of  a  very  smart  and  superior 
type,  and  the  men  themselves  are  skilful  fishers, 
obUging  and  pleasant  mannered.  In  addition  to 
the  mackerel  there  are  whiting,  dabs,  plaice,  and 
gurnards  on  all  parts  of  the  coast  in  unfailing 
abundance ;  the  wayward  haddock,  in  some  seasons, 
comes  in  enormous  quantities,  and  large  pollack 
and  eels  are  always  right  at  hand.  My  own 
fishing  is  invariably  done  from  the  little  creek 
of  Garwick,  in  the  southern  corner  of  Laxey 
Bay,  on  the  east  coast  of  the  island,  a  fittle 
picturesque  beach  with  a  shingle  landing  just 
ten  feet  wide  for  the  boats  to  come  in,  where 
the  dozen  or  so  small  row-boats  drawn  up  on  the 
turf  bank  at  the  top  of  the  shingle,  ga}'  with  new 
paint  or  varnish,  and  covered  with  canvas  awnings 
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to  shade  their  timbers  from  the  hot  sun,  bespeak  a 
little  coterie  of  anglers;  and  the  poles  on  which 
salmon  and  other  nets  are  hung  up  to  dry  indicate 
that  the  fish  are  about  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
warrant  the  professional  fisherman  bestowing  some 
time  upon  their  capture.    Upon  this  little  beach 
within  the  last  week  have  been  landed  mackerel, 
gurnards,  eels,  whiting,  plaice,  dabs,  pollack,  sea- 
bream,    cod,    soles,   brill,    turbot,    salmon,  and 
sea-trout,  the  last  five  being  taken  solely  in  the 
nets.     One  has  never  occasion   to   stand  more 
than   a  quarter  of  a  mile   to   sea   to   be  into 
fish   of    all   kinds.    I  might  mention  here  that 
Garwick  Glen  Hotel  stands  in  its  own  grounds  at 
the  head  of  a  lovely  glen,  through  which  a  Httle 
trout  stream  babbles  down  to  this  sea-beach,  and 
that  one  of  the  two  boat-houses  (the  only  buildings 
on  the  beach)  is  the  property  of  the  hotel.  The 
trout  and  sea  fishing  and  use  of  boat  and  boat- 
house  are  all  open  to  the  guests  of  the  hotel,  who 
simply  walk  through  their  private  grounds  to  the 
waterside.   As  the  hotel  will  only  put  up  six  guests 
at  a  time,  one  is  never  over-crowded,  and  it  is 
better  to  arrange  one's  date  in  advance.  Excellent 
fishing  can  be  had  from  now  to  the  end  of  November, 
in  which  month  the  plaice  are  at  their  best,  after 
which  date  the  fishing  is  off  until  the  spawning  cod 
and  whiting  come  in  in  the  month  of  February. 

J.  R  C, 

Pfovineial  flngling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
fished  their  annual  contest  in  the  canal  at  Penk- 
ridge  on  Saturday  afternoon  (July  11);  over  950 
members  and  friends  went  by  the  two  special 
trains,  and  880  competed.  The  takes  of  fish  were 
small,  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  some 
portions  of  the  canal  had  been  run  off  a  few 
days  previous  to  the  contest.  The  first  ten 
prize-winners  were:  Messrs.  F.  Carless,  C.  Allen, 
Smith,  Forty,  Styles,  Pagett,  Gordon,  Tew, 
Hipkiss,  and  Herbert.  Mr.  F.  Carless  won  the 
contest  last  year,  and  by  winning  this  year,  the 
cup,  valued  at  £30,  becomes  his  property,  together 
with  the  first  prize  and  society's  medal.  His  weight 
of  fish  was  lib.  3Joz.  only.  Mr.  Smith  took  one 
fish,  a  roach  of  lib.  Ifoz.  This  was  the  heaviest  fish 
taken,  for  which  he  will  receive  a  silver  medal 
and  prize.  A  special  night  wiU  be  fixed  for  the 
prize  distribution.  The  St,  Paul's  Society  fished 
their  annual  contest  on  July  12  at  Upton-on-Severn. 
Sport  was  rather  slow.  The  contest  was  of  three 
hours'  duration;  the  weighing  iu  resulted  in  the 
following  taking  the  prizes  in  the  order  named  : 
Messrs.  A  Whitehouse,  H.  Millward,  A,  Mott,  W. 
Lippeny,  T.  Parker,  A.  Morris,  A.  Edgerton,  T. 
Smith,  W.  Kimberley,  A.  Price,  etc.  The  winner's 
weight  was  only  13|oz.  The  prizes  will  be  dis- 
tributed on  Tuesday  evening  next  (July  21)  at  the 
Chapel  Hotel,  Ludgate  Hill. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

With  the  exception  of  a  brief  thunderstorm  last 
Saturday,  there  has  been  no  rain  of  importance  for 
some  weeks,  and  the  streams  are  all  getting 
extremely  low  and  clear.  Bream  fishing  has  been 
attended  with  tolerable  success.  The  week-end 
excursions  from  Sheffield  and  elsewhere  usually 
bring  in  a  full  complement  of  anglers  who  for  the 
most  part  make  Boston  their  headquarters.  In  the 
deeps  of  the  Witham  between  Anton  Gowts  and 
Boston  some  very  fine  bream  are  now  disporting 
themselves,  and  it  is  hereabouts  that  anglers  have 
had  the  best  sport.  The  dew  worm  has  been 
responsible  for  the  capture  of  sundry  fish  going  up 
to  51b.,  and  one  or  two  of  even  better  weight  have 
been  accounted  for.  A  visit  to  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Forty-foot  on  Saturday  showed  that  the  weeds 
are  an  intolerable  nuisance  in  some  places,  and 
until  they  have  been  cleared  away  angling  in  these 
waters  wUl  not  be  followed  with  comfort. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  been  fairly  good  in  most  parts  during 
the  past  week,  and  the  tidal  waters  of  the  river 
Hull  are  in  first-class  condition  for  all-round  angling  ; 
and  in  the  Arrara  district  some  very  fair  catches  of 
roach  have  been  made  both  with  pearl  barley  and 
maggot.  In  the  lower  sections  at  Wawne,  Cicey, 
and  Uunswell  roach  are  taking  paste  off  the  bottom 
freely.  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  had  a  nice  sample  from 
Cicey  on  Friday  last,  averaging  about  ^Ib.  each, 
with  paste.   The  Market  Weighton  Caaal  is  also  in 


nice  trim,  and  bream  up  to  31b.  each  taken  in  the 
Newport  district.  The  North  Myton  A.A.  fished  a 
match  near  Newport  last  week,  and  did  fairly  well, 
Mr.  A.  Marshall  taking  first  honours  with  41b.  5oz  • 
Mr.  W.  Ledger,  31b.  llfoz. ;  Mr.  T.  Bardsley,  31b. 
6oz.  ;  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow,  31b.  5oz. ;  the  other 
competitors  all  had  very  fair  takes  of  fish  consisting 
of  small  roach  and  bream.  The  Beverley  A. A.  fished 
their  third  match  on  the  river  Hull  at  Weelferry 
last  week,  Messrs.  H.  Stork,  A.  Clark,  and  G. 
Gosbert  taking  first  three  prizes. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day  three  very  interesting  events  are  being 
decided  in  this  couaty,  or  more  correctly  speaking 
by  anglers  of  this  county.  There  is  the  annual 
competition  for  the  Bolton  challenge  cup  at 
Calveley,  the  annual  competition  for  the  C.P.A.A. 
challenge  cup  and  championship  at  Poynton,  aad 
the  Nmth  Junior  Championship  of  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery  at  Worsley.  The  match  on  Saturday 
last  (July  11)  in  aid  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  Benevolent  Fund  was  a  success.  Mr.  W. 
Bennett  heads  the  list  with  15oz.  3dr.,  and  the 
bottom  weight  is  6iz.  On  Monday  last,  a  match 
was  fished  by  the  Latchford  Angling  Association, 
Mr.  H.  Green  winning  the  first  prize  with  lib.  3oz. 
lldr.,  and  6oz.  2dr.  was  the  bottom  weight.  There 
is  hepe  for  the  future  as  to  rainbow  trout,  for  after 
putting  3000  into  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  a  few 
years  ago  one  wa^  caught  recently,  weighing 
about  fib.,  by  Mr.  Geo.  Haywood,  of  Clifton.  The 
Gaskell  Angling  Society,  Farnworth.  had  fair  sport 
at  Astley.  in  their  annual  match  on  July  11,  Mr.  W. 
Hayes  after  IJ  hours'  fishing  being  first  with 'ooz.' 
14dr.  Last  week  end  the  Beswick  Angling  Societv 
visited  Althorpe  and  fished  a  match.  Mr.  Geo. 
Buckley  took  first  prize. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  Monday  last  the  Moss  Side  Socials  had  a 
packed  meeting  to  do  honour  to  Mr.  A.  Ormrod, 
their  assistant  secretary.  After  his  magniBcent 
win  in  the  Southport  walk  he  was  congratulated 
heartily,  but  when  he  was  the  first  Lancashire  com- 
petitor in  the  Blackpool  walk,  it  was  determined  to 
suitably  mark  their  appreciation.  On  Monday 
he  was  presented  with  the  congratulations  of 
his  friends  engraved  on  vellum.  Last  Saturday 
the  Duchy  Angling  Society  fished  for  their 
Challenge  Cup  and  Gold  Medal,  which  Mr.  F.  Smith 
cleverly  won  by  expert  fishing.  The  prizes  won  in 
the  late  club  match  by  the  lower  Broughton  Angling 
Society  were  presented  by  Councillor  Fry  on  July 
13.  The  Ellesmere  Angling  Society  at  Hartford, 
last  week-end,  had  a  very  successful  content,  Mr. 
W.  Taylor  taking  first  prize  with  21b.  5}dz.  Last 
week-end  the  Buckland  Angling  Society  visited 
Chester,  and  fished  a  match,  Mr.  F.  Bibby  securing 
first  prize.  At  the  same  time  and  place  the  Ard- 
wick  Angling  Society  fished  a  match.  Mr.  T.  Bartley 
winning  the  premier  prize.  Mr.  W.  Dyson  once 
more  showed  his  skill  in  winning  the  first  prize  in 
the  Welcomb  Angling  Society's  match  last  week- 
end at  Poynton  ;  Mr.  J.  Ward  was  awarded  special 
for  largest  fish. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 


Rain  fell  during  Tuesday  night,  and  the  downfall 
ought  to  bring  more  lob- worms  on  to  the  markets. 
They  have  been  very  scarce  and  dear  for  some  time 
past.  The  Trent  has  dwindled  into  comparatively 
small  volume,  and  anglers,  if  they  mean  sport,  are 
obliged  to  use  extremely  light  tackle.  At  Shardlow 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  the  Wellington  Society, 
has  creeled  som'^  fine  roach  with  his  favourite 
summer  bait,  creed  wheat ;  and  other  members 
have  scored  amongst  eels,  employing  for  the  most 
part  the  tail  end  of  the  worm.  At  Kelham,  Mr.  H. 
Walker,  of  West  Bridgford,  has  caught  three  or 
four  barbel  with  a  bunch  of  caddis  grubs.  He  also 
played  for  half  an  hour  and  lost  a  much  heavier 
fish.  Barbel  are  reported  to  have  been  taken  at 
Colwick,  Holme  Pierrepont,  Fiskerton,  and  Beeston 
(below  the  weirs).  Dace  and  chub  have  fallen  to 
the  Doaggots  on  various  parts  of  the  river,  and  in  the 
evening  fly  fishers  have  succeeded  amongst  chub, 
notably  on  the  Kelham  section. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  up  to  Tuesday  (July  14),  when  there 
was  a  much-needed  downfall  of  rain,  has  been 
very  hot  and  bright,  the  rivers  very  low  and 
fine,  and  sport  exceedingly  slow  all  round.  The 
Arboretum  Club  (Worcester)  had  their  first  contest 
at  Lenchford,  on  the  Severn,  on  July  12.  Mr.  E. 
Hobday  took  first  prize,  Mr.  J.  Coles  being  second. 
The  Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club  had 
their  first  outing  on  Sunday  on  the  Avon  at 
Twyning  Fleet,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  gather- 
ings of  members  the  club  ever  had.    There  were 


eight  prizes  and  special  for  heaviest  fish,  and  all  the 
prizes  were  taken :  first  and  special,  Mr.  H.  Knight 
2lb.  5|oz. ;  second.  E.  Hill ;  third,  G.  Evans.  Chub 
fishing  with  the  Black  Bat  and  Cockchafer  has  been 
fairly  good  in  Severn  and  Terae,  and  some  fish  have 
been  taken  with  the  fly.  Messrs.  Tomlinson  and 
Loach,  of  the  City  Club,  had  good  sport,  I  hear,  on 
the  lower  Teme.  Messrs.  Smith,  Browning,  and 
Lewis,  a  nice  lot  of  dace  and  chub  in  the  feme  • 
fly  and  maggot  used.  Messrs.  Thomas,  Williams^ 
btokes,  and  Sandford  caught  a  lot  of  roach  and 
bream  in  the  Avon,  others  some  good  perch  and 
large  eels  in  the  Defford  Water.  Trout-fishin<'  far 
and  near  has  been  very  indifferent  this  week.  ° 

FROM   YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  Fulford  Friendly  Angling 
Society  have  not  had  very  good  sport  on  the  occa- 
sion of  their  first  match  of  the  season  at  West 
Cottingwith.  T.  Peckett  had  the  biggest  catch, 
which  weighed  21b.  13|oz.  The  Leeman-road 
Working  Men's  Club  A.  A.  also  visited  Cottin<r- 
with  for  their  first  match  on  the  11th  inst!, 
but  few  fish  were  caught,  though  thirty-three 
out  of  the  thirty-five  anglers  got  something, 
ihe  Rose  and  Crown  A.  C.  were  at  Linton-on-Ouse 
on  July  13.  A  strong  wind  prevailed  and  the  river 
was  low  and  clear.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  E 
Robinson,  3  lb.  2oz.  The  York  Wellington  A.  C. 
spent  a  few  hours  at  Cottingwith,  Notwithstanding 
the  thundery  weather  the  members  managed  to 
secure  a  fair  amount  of  fish.  Mr.  M.  Hannon 
was  first.  Twenty-four  others  were  successful. 
Thousands  of  fish,  many  of  them  being  of  consider- 
able size,  were  last  week  end  floating  on  the  surface 
of  the  river  Foss  at  Castle  Mills  Bridge,  York.  The 
water  in  the  lock  on  Saturday  (July  11)  was 
thickly  covered.  The  poisoning  of  the  fish  is 
attributed  to  river  pollution  in  some  form  or  other. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  welcome  rain  has  arrived,  and  piscatorial 
matters  are  showing  an  all-round  improvement 
throughout  the  country.  This  is  especially  true  of 
the  Munster  and  Connaught  waters.  Generally 
speaking,  all  waters  are  in  order  at  time  of  writing, 
though  some  would  require  more  rain  to  bring 
thena  in  proper  angling  trim,  and  others  would 
require  further  refreshing.  Peal  are  running  freely 
on  the  southern,  south-western,  and  western 
coasts,  and  those  fish  have  been  somewhat 
belated  in  putting  in  an  appearance  in  many  of 
the  rivers  this  year.  In  the  northern  counties 
salmon  fishing  is  improving,  and  brown  trout  have 
afforded  sport  as  a  rule  in  those  parts.  Sea  fishing 
has  been  good,  especially  along  the  south-western 
and  western  coasts,  large  numbers  of  pollack,  bream, 
whiting,  gurnard,  etc.,  being  had  at  all  the  prin- 
cipal fishing  stations.  Bass  are  very  numerous  on 
the  Kerry  shore,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  those 
fish  have  been  specially  angled  for  there.  Many 
have,  however,  been  picked  up  by  pollack  fishers. 


ilofcs  fvo\vi_J^c  Wovt^. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  will  fish  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Gordon's  Speyside  waters  in  the  early 
weeks  of  October.  Much  will  depend  on  the 
September  floods,  but  the  closing  days  give  the 
best  chances  there,  and  the  angling  season  on  the 
Spey  closes  on  Oct.  15. 

The  King's  water  at  Balmoral  has  been  yielding 
splendid  sport  for  weeks  past.  As  many  as  five  and 
six  salmon  and  grilse  are  being  creeled  daily  by  the 
royal  keepers  and  others. 

A  grilse  of  31b.  was  caught  on  the  Quoich — a 
feeder  of  the  Dee.  This  shows  how  fast  these 
adolescent  solar  run.  From  its  weight  it  evidently 
left  the  sea  in  May. 


Some  good  sport  has  been  got  lately  on  the  Ugie. 
Mr.  Ingram  had  a  salmon  of  6lb.,  and  a  trout  of 
2lb.,  while  Mr.  Pyper  had  two  grilse  of  41b.  each. 

The  finnock  and  sea-trout  are  increasing  daily  in 
strength  in  the  various  estuary  fishings,  but  the 
thundery  weather  is  keeping  them  from  rising.  Only 
an  occasional  fish  of  6oz.  or  so  is  being  got. 

Grilse  were  down  to  9d.  the  pound  on  Monday  in 
the  Aberdeen  market.  The  run.  as  predicted  since 
the  late  spate,  has  made  assurance  doubly  sure  of  a 
good  season. 

Sea-trout  are  showing  up  well  and  fairly  plentiful 
all  round  the  east  coast.  They  are  also  getting  a 
few  in  the  rivers.  Special  Scotch, 
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post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Gbnebal  Remasks. — The  river  is  in 
exuellenc  order  for  angling,  and  in  certain  parts  a 
few  specimen  fish  have  been  caught.  Owing  to  the 
changeable  temperature,  roach  were  not  feeding 
well  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  and  later  ouly 
small  fish  were  had  as  a  rule.  Barbel  fishing  is  a 
little  better,  but  not  so  good  as  u^^ual  at  this  time 
of  the  year.  Mr.  Sinnibaldi  has  had  one  of  these 
fish  of  6^^1b.  at  Shepperton  weir,  and  at  the  same 
place  Mr.  Kipping  had  two  smaller  fish.  At 
Teddington,  Mr.  Sinnibaldi,  on  Monday  (July  13), 
had  two  more  barbel  of  over  51b.  each,  one  of 
which  won  the  K.P.S.  competition.  Several 
bream  have  been  caught,  the  sizes  running  up 
to  2pb.  Bank  anglmg  in  the  lower  reaches 
has  not  been  good,  better  sport  being  obtained 
at  Henley  and  Pangbourne.  At  the  latter  place  a 
131b.  pike  has  been  taken.  In  regard  to  chub  the 
season  has  opened  very  badly.  There  were  none  of 
those  record  red-letter  days  of  many  fish  being  caught 
in  the  weirs  or  the  streams  below  them.  Still,  there 
is  time  yet.  But  some  anglers  contend  that  there 
will  be  little  or  no  weir  fishing  for  chub  this  season, 
and  we  must  wait  to  see  if  this  is  so  or  not.  The 
best  chub  I  have  heard  of  being  caught  in  the  lower 
reaches  are  two  caught  at  Windsor,  which  scaled 
41b.  each,  Mr.  Bert  Wells,  of  Kingston,  has  decided 
to  act  as  professional  fisherman,  and  has  already 
been  out  with  clients  on  the  war-path. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  has  now  run  down 

very  clear,  but  there  is  a  nice  summer  stream  run- 
ning. Little  fishing  has  been  attempted  during  the 
past  week.  A  few  chub  up  to  31b.  have  been  taken 
with  cheese  paste,  and  some  roach  up  to  lib.  15oz, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fisl  iog  Mr.  Stern's  mill  tail  at  Marsh 
Lock  duting  regatta  week,  took  among  other  fish  a 
very  nice  barbel,  weighing  101b.  4oz.  Gudgeon  do 
not  come  freely  to  the  rake,  but  a  few  nice  perch 
have  been  caught. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Richmoiid).— The  river  here  is  now  at  its 

usual  height,  the  floods  having  passed  away,  and  is 
perfectly  sale  for  fishing  and  boating.  Job  Brain, 
jun.,  in  one  day  had  a  good  take  of  bream  and  dace. 
Gaynor  &  Son. 

Bottisham  laocks  (Waterlieacli). — Since  my 
last  report  lishing  has  been  the  rule  morning  and 
evenings.  Roach  have  been  secured  with  boiled 
wheat,  bags  from  31b.  up  to  101b.  Silver  bream  are 
now  greedy  at  the  paste  bait,  a  great  many  being 
grassed,  weighing  from  ^Ib.  to  2Jlb.  each,  there 
having  been  two  fish  of  the  latter  weight  caught. 
Perch  anglers  have  done  well,  largest  fish,  IJlb, 
Several  pike  have  been  had  in  the  roach  swim?, 
largest  fish  41b. — John  O.  Geokge,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — There  are  hundreds  of  peal 
in  the  Camel  this  season,  and  with  rain  there  would 
be  excellent  sport.  The  Fowey  is  faring  very 
badly ;  peal  are  almost  daily  picked  up  dead — 
killed,  presumably,  by  mine  pollution.  Trout  fish- 
ing is  poor,  the  rivers  being  low  and  coloured  by 
day  by  cattle.  H.  Williams  got  a  salmon  of  121b., 
and  Messrs.  Long,  Robins,  Eliot  and  Pellow  one  or 
two  peal  each  evening.    A  Dunmeer  poacher  was 


fined  £2  and  costs  for  taking  peal  out  of  a  mill  leat. 

 BODMTN. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Splendid  summer 
weather  has  been  experienced  this  week  with  the 
exception  of  a  couple  of  days,  which  were  rather 
chilly.  Generally  speaking  the  weather  has  been 
very  oppressive,  and  consequently  not  a  large 
number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the  river.  The 
water  is  low  and  fine.  Fishing  on  Thursday  (July  9) 
W.  E.  Distin  had  a  nice  dish  of  trout,  dapping  with 
the  Black  Fly  and  Gentle.  Mr.  W.  Soper  killed 
half  a  dozen  peel  above  Stanston.  During  the 
week  Mr.  H.  Searle  has  creeled  thirteen  fish,  and 
Mr.  M.  Revell  secured  a  basket  of  three  lovely  fish 
on  Monday  night  (July  13).  On  Tuesday  (July  14) 
Mr.  E.  Distin  landed  four  peel,  and  Mr.  H.  Distin 
secured  a  brace.  Shoals  of  grey  mullet  come  up 
the  river  to  the  Weir  at  each  tide. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (IMtalton,  York). — We  had  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain  on  Saturday  (July  11),  and  at  time  of 
writing  (July  14)  the  water  is  rather  thick,  but  in 
fair  condition  for  bottom  fishing. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Torridge,  Okement 
and  Lew  are  very  low  aod  fine,  and  little  sport  has 
been  obtained.  Mr.  Spong  was  successful  in  getting 
a  basket  of  about  two  dozen,  and  Mr.  Moyle  had  a 
dozen  and  a  half. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tribntaries.  -  Some  good  takes  are 
reported  from  the  Dove  Dale  length.  Dr.  Terry  has 
done  well  as  have  also  several  other  angling  visitors. 
We  have  now  had  heavy  rain  for  ten  hours  or  so 
— hence  sport  prospects  are  brightened. — Foster 
Bros.,  Ashbourne. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — We  have  had  few  warm  nights, 
and  consequently  trout  have  not  been  well  on  the 
feed  either  in  the  daytime  or  at  night.  Yet  some 
good  baskets  have  been  made  on  pet  days  with 
worm  by  day  and  bustard  by  night.  Trout  are 
now  out  of  the  rapid  stream,  and  it  requires  some 
skill  to  catch  them  on  the  pools.  I  hear  that  Mr. 
Slater,  fishing  the  clear-water  worm  one  evening 
recently  near  Armatherwik,  killed  a  fine  perch. 
Such  a  thing  I  have  never  heard  of  before  ;  indeed, 

I  was  not  aware  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as  a 
perch  in  the  Eden.  The  run  of  sea-trout  is  nearly 
over,  and  grilse  are  making  a  very  poor  show. — ■ 
Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Sport  has  been  practically  im- 
possible owing  to  the  water  having  continued  to 
run  very  low.  Several  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
very  meagre  takes  have  been  recorded.  At  the 
time  of  writing  rain  is  falling  heavily,  and  a  flood  is 
reported  to  be  coming  from  the  upper  reaches.  Sea 
anglers  have  enjoyed  capital  sport  during  the  week. 
Whiting,  gurnet,  haddock,  etc.,  are  plentiful. — J. 
Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  salmon  fishing, 
except  by  the  net  fishermen,  has  been  at  a  standstill, 
and  until  we  have  a  freshet  this  and  the  trout 
fishing  will  not  be  good ;  some  of  the  latter  have  been 
taken  worm-fishing  up  stream  and  with  Fern  Web, 
Blue  Upright,  Red  Spinner,  and  Coachman.  A  few 
perch  and  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  river  and 
canal — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Camhs). — 
Several  hundreds  patronised  the  drains  in  the 
Wisbech  district  for  the  week-end.  Takes  up  to 
Tuesday  night  were  comparatively  small,  and  reach- 
ing is  still  backward,  therefore  eels  have  been  the 
chief  feature  in  many  of  the  swims.— Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester). — July  10.— Very  hot  all 
the  week.  Light  south-west  winds,  typical  evenings 
for  spinners,  but  very  few  to  be  seen  in  either 
meadow  or  on  the  river.  An  occasional  fish  would 
be  induced  to  rise  and  look,  but  seldom  took. 
11th.  Southerly  wind,  too  hot  in  the  daytime  for 
fishing,  and  little  or  no  hatch  of  fiy.  Fair  show  of 
spinner  in  evening,  coming  on  about  7.30  to  dark. 
12th.  Pleasant  change  of  weather;  cool,  northerly 
winds,  dull  and  cloudy.    A  fine  hatch  of  fly  from 

II  until  5  o'clock — Olives,  Watery  Duns,  Iron 
Blues,  Blue  Winged  Olives.  Spinners  began  about 
6.30,  and  from  this  time  till  after  9  o'clock  fish  ross 
very  well  to  spinners.  About  8.15  a  fine  hatch  of 
large  Olive  came  up,  whether  they  were  Blue 
Winged  Olives  or  not  impossible  to  tell  in  the 
failing  light,  but  a  large  Medium  Olive  rose  every 
fish  if  properly  put  to  him.  The  hatch  lasted  longer 
than  usual,  and  with  spinner  made  the  last  hour  of 
a  very  pleasant  day  more  than  usually  enjoyable. 
13th.  Cold  westerly  winds  and  no  fly.  14th.  Fine 
and  hot  at  times,  but  no  fly,  and  very  little  spinner 
in  the  evening.  Pale  Watery  Dun. — Geo.  Holland 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Sport  has  not  been 
generally  good,  but  at  times  anglers  have  made 
some  excellent  catches  of  roach,  and  dace,  bream, 
eels,  and  chub  have  been  landed.  Perch  have  been 
further  caught,  and  being  out  of  season  have  been 
returned.  The  most  sport  with  roach  and  dace  is 
reported  from  Ware,  Rye  House,  and  Broxbourne. 
In  the  first-named  district  a  number  of  good 
baskets  have  been  obtained.  On  Friday  (July  10), 
Mr.  Bradshaw,  a  local  angler,  caught  251b.  of  roach 


and  dace  just  below  Priory  Lock,  and  on  the 
following  day  secured  a  101b.  catch.  Mr.  Anderson 
recently  made  a  201b.  basket  of  Lea  roacli,  and  at 
Hertford  roach  and  dace  have  been  creeled.  The 
roach  have  not  been  in  very  good  condition  gene 
rally  speaking,  but  should  soon  improve  now.  The 
Lea  has  been  yielding  some  heavy  bream,  including 
one  of  Gib.  and  another  of  41b.  6oz.,  both  landed  by 
Mr.  T.  Tucker.  A  member  of  the  Park  (Tottenham) 
Angling  Society  has  also  captured  a  bream  of 
41b.  loz.  The  river  is  bright  but  fresh.  The  Beane 
in  preserved  water  near  Hertford  continues  to  yield 
large  dace.  On  Saturday  (Juno  11)  Mr.  E.  Stein- 
hart  took  four  fish  from  15Joz.  to  14oz.,  and  a  l^lb. 
trout  also  figured  in  his  basket.  I  have  no  news 
this  week  from  the  Stort,  but  good  roach  ought  to 
be  had  in  the  evening  now. — Iziak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling' 
Society's  Waters).  —  The  water  here  is  now  in 
splendid  condition,  and  the  sport  improves  daily. 
Those  fishing  for  bream  have  had  the  largest  bags, 
one  angler  having  201b  ,  which  was  the  largest  catch 
reported  during  the  past  week.  The  roacli  are  not 
feeding  so  freely,  but  those  that  were  landed  were 
above  the  average  for  size  and  weight.  At  the  time 
of  writing  (July  15).  the  keeper  reports  that  the 
bream  have  been  well  on  the  feed  during  the  day, 
and  excellent  sport  is  being  obtained. — P.  W.  G. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  in  nice  order.  Rain  fell  at  the  beginning 
of  the  week  and  refreshed  the  streams.  A  good  few 
rods  have  been  out,  but  sport  has  been  rather  slow. 
— Gvvynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and    Pinsley  (Eingsland).— 

Rivers  are  clear  and  in  good  order.  Weather  has 
been  bright,  but  now  seems  inclined  to  become 
unsettled.  Fish  have  not  sported  much  during  the 
day,  but  in  the  mornings  and  evenings  have  moved 
more  freely.  A  host  of  flies  are  out ;  a  selection 
may  be  made  from  the  following :  Yellow  Dun, 
Hare's  Ear,  Blue  Quills,  Sky  Blue,  Silver  Dun, 
Orange  Palmer,  Black  Gnat,  and  Red  Ant,  and  for 
evening,  female  Yellow  Dun,  caddis.  Brown  Owl, 
Ginger  Moth,  spinners,  and  Coachman.  The  "Vaga  " 
spinning  bait  has  taken  some  nice  trout,  and  minnow 
fishing  is  now  good.  Prospects  for  sport  during  the 
coming  week  are  encouraging. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Water  has  been  in  nice 
condition  for  angling  this  week.  A  little  sport 
has  been  had  in  the  Watermenton  and  Castor 
districts,  where  bream  between  31b.  and  41b.  have 
been  taken,  also  several  rudd  of  about  31b.  A  nice 
tench  of  about  31b.  was  taken  from  the  river  near 
Northampton. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  low 
and  the  weeds  have  reached  an  advanced  stage  of 
growth.  A  good  freshet  would  greatly  improve 
fly-fishing.  IPeel  have  been  netted  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and  an  occasional  one  here  and  there  has 
been  taken  on  the  fly.  Trout-fishing  for  the  past 
week  has  been  fair,  and  the  fish  have  been  of  good 
size.  On  July  10,  between  3  p.m.  and  7  p.m.,  one 
rod  took  on  the  Rolle  water  nine  fish,  weighing 
61b.  7oz.,  best  fish  being  lib.  7oz. ;  another  rod 
took  four  fish  weighing  3jlb. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — Water  in  real  good 
condition,  and  fish  have  been  feeding  well  all  the 
week;  the  floods  have  carried  away  most  of  the 
weeds,  so  the  river  is  fishable  everywhere,  and  good 
takes  have  resulted,  rudd  up  to  21b.  Mr.  Muir  also 
had  chub  close  upon  41b.  and  some  good  tench. 
One  gentleman  had  a  very  nice  lot  of  perch  on  Tues- 
day, largest  lib.  Several  very  large  ones  have  been 
showing  themselves  lately  quite  up  to  our  largest 
here,  which  is  3|lb.,  a  grand  nsh  set  up  by  Anstiss, 
of  Chelsea. — A  Scard. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  few  showers  of  rain  during  the  middle 
of  last  week  gave  place  to  most  brilliant  sunshine 
of  the  most  tropical  character.  Although  most 
favourable  for  harvest  operations  it  was  decidedly 
against  angling  in  the  smaller  streams  such  as  the 
Tanat  and  Cain,  which  have  been  very  much  below 
their  usual  summer  level.  The  Severn  and  Vyrnwy 
have  not  suffered  so  much  in  this  respect,  and  some 
good  sport  was  had,  notably  in  the  Vrynwy  when 
some  anglers  captured  a  few  very  nice  trout  in  that 
stream  below  the  village  of  Llanymyneeh.  On 
Tuesday  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  in  this 
district,  and  angling  prospects  have  improved 
accordingly. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry). — The  river  in  the  vicinity 
of  Blood  Point  is  now  in  capital  ply  lor  roach. 
Several  visitors  from  Ramsgate  and  Herne  Bay 
have  enjoyed  good  sport,  notably  Messrs.  Blofield 
and  F.  Henson  ;  amongst  the  take  of  the  latter  was 
a  bream  of  41b.  The  tides  on  July  19  and  during 
next  week  will  be  favourable.— J.  Kleby. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  very  low  and  clear ; 
not  much  can  be  expected  but  rain.  Salmon  are 
scarce,  and  although  the  sea  fishermen  did  well  one 
day  with  rod  and  line,  many  days  since  they  have 
toiled  all  day  and  caught  nothing. — Rusty  Game. 
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Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  now  runaing  in 
good  order.  The  fish  of  late  have  not  been  rising 
80  well,  but  to-day  (Wednesday),  after  the  rain 
they  are  moving  better.  There  have  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out,  but  sport  has  only  been  moderate, 
and  no  good  lots  have  been  landed.  Bottom  fishing 
has  accounted  for  good  lots  of  dace,  roach,  perch 
and  eels,  and  a  few  trout.  Minnow  fishing  in  early 
morning  is  now  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

— —  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  continues  to  run  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have 
been  out  with  fly,  and  some  nice  trout  landed.  The 
fish  sport  better  in  the  evening. — Woecesteb. 

Trent  (Newark).— The  river  is  in  splendid  con- 
dition, but  fish  generally  refuse  to  be  tempted  with 
any  lure  offered,  and  anglers  are  fairly  beaten.  The 
weather  lias  been  most  changeable,  high  winds, 
f-reat  heat,  and  to  close  all  such  a  terrific  storm  on 
Siturday  (July  11)  as  has  never  before  been  known 
ut  Newark.     Hailstones  of  immense  size  broke 
many  thousands  of  panes  of  glass,  computed  at  over 
forty  thousand.    The  piscatorial  half-year  closed  on 
Wednesday  evening,  July  15,  with  the  chief  prize- 
takers  not  being  of  the  usual  standard,  the  first  in 
each  of  the  six  classes  being:  Mr.  W.  Markwell 
roach,  lib.  3|oz.  7  shots;    Mr.  T.   Davis,  dace 
'Jioz.  6  shots ;  Mr.  J.  Sills,  bream,  21b.  7ioz.  •  Mr 
H.  Corner,  chub.  31b.  3^oz.  ;  Mr.  F.  C.  Lees,  perch 
lib.  5Joz.  10  shots;  and  Mr.  A.  Jackson,  bleak 
Ifoz.  10  shots. — Trentsider. 

Tjme,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers.— The  northern  rivers  now  staud  a  good 
chance  of  being  thoroughly  cleansed,  the  prospect 
of  sport  is  good,  and  should  the  rain  continue 
another  seventy-four  hours  our  streams  will  be  in 
good  trim  for  minnow  and  worm  fishing.  Mr.  Vine- 
berg  killed  a  nice  basket  of  dace  and  roach  on  July 
13,  at  Corbridge.  all  with  the  maggot.  Evening 
fishing  on  the  Coquet  is  indulged  in  by  some  of  the 
old-fashioned  anglers.  Mr.  iiradfield  had  a  nice 
basket,  and  another  Newcastle  gentleman,  bobbing 
the  bluebottle  in  shady  places  and  under  trees,  had 
H  basket  of  sixteen  ttout,  all  good  fish.  Captaia 
Bruce,  fishing  a  private  stretch  of  water  on  the 

Blyth,  had  good  sport,  one  trout  scaling  14oz.  

Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Angler's  Resort,  8 
and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).  —  Many 
anglers  have  been  attending  on  different  points  of 
ihe  Witham.  Now  that  roading  is  completed,  the 
deeps  between  Anton  Gowts  and  Boston  are  the 
habitat  of  the  carp  family,  and  some  splendid  fish 
have  been  caught.  Opposite  the  mile-post  splendid 
bream  have  been  taken  up  to  51b.,  chiefly  with  dew 
worm,  and  occasional  grand  fish  have  been  secured 
near  the  Grand  Sluice.  Tench  have  been  caught 
below  the  bridge.  Bream  have  been  taken  there 
running  from  31b.  to  3^1b.  Some  good  sport  is 
reported  from  Southrey — a  bream  of  over  41b.  and 
a  tench  of  21b. — Luci. 

Wye  a,nd  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  now  in  good  order  for  the  fly.  Fish  have  been 
lising  well  in  the  evening.  Dr.  Warneford,  fishing 
the  Darleydale  Club's  water,  secured  a  nice  basket 
also  Mr.  W.  Kirkland  and  Mr.  Dale,  fishing  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  A.  A's.  water.  The  prospect 
i.s  fairly  good,  as  we  are  having  a  few  showers  of 
rain. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  in  good 
order.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  and  Cover 
have  been  fishing  better,  and  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  taken.  Sport  has  been  fair  at  Masham,  Tan- 
field,  and  Ripon.  The  Swale  is  now  running  in  fair 
volume  since  the  recent  rainfall.  Some  fair  spott 
has  been  met  with  at  Richmond,  Easeby,  and 
Catterick  Bridge  with  fly  and  minnow.  The  Nidd 
is  fishing  better.  During  the  week  some  very  nice 
sport  has  been  met  with  in  the  higher  reaches 
in  the  district  of  Pateley  Bridge,  Dacre  Banks 
and  Birthswith.  The  Wharfe  in  the  upper  reaches 
has  been  slightly  coloured,  and  sport  has  been 
better  amongst  the  trout.  Several  clubs  held 
their  annual  matches  last  week  end.  The  most 
important  was  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Club, 
Leeds,  ninety-five  members  fished.  First  prize  was 
taken  by  Mr.  G.  Singleton,  lib.  lOoz.  By  the  kiad 
jiermission  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Dunnington  Jeflerson,  the 
members  of  the  Leemon-road  Angling  Club,  York, 
fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  at  West  Col' 
lingwith  on  Saturday.  Thirty-five  members  fished, 
Hud  thirty-three  caught  fish.  First  prize  fell  to 
F.  Rose.  O.  Dixon  took  the  special  for  largest, 
W.  B.  Blackford  the  largest  perch,  and  D.  Wriggles- 
worth  largest  roach.  Prospects  good  for  coming 
week. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
1),  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


Williams,  ten  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  C.  Dean,  nine  trout, 
S.ilb.  On  the  8th.  Mr.  H.  J.  Dean,  ten  trout, 
71b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Williams,  nine  trout,  81b  •  Mr  C 
Dean,  three  trout,  1  Jib.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Williams' 
seventeen  trout,  111b.;  Mr.  C.  Dean,  eleven  trout' 
Oib.  2oz. — Hugh  Morelson. 
Altnacealgrach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N  B  ) 
On  J uly  7,  Messrs.  MacPherson,  Todd  and  Hender- 
^""I'l,?"^  Urigill,  seventy  trout,  231b.;  Captain 

and  Mrs.  Coulson  on  Loch  Cama,  ninety  trout,  251b  ■ 
Major  Moulton  Barrett,  on  same  loch,  thirty  lOlb  • 
and  Captain  Renwick,  fifteen,  (ilb.  On  Julv  8 
Captam  and  Mr.  Coulson,  on  Loch  Cama,  sixty-five' 
21Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  MacPherson.  Todd,  and  Henderson' 
on  same  loch,  five  dozen,  201b. ;  Major  Barrett,  on 
Loch  Boarlan  (a  short  time),  one  dozen,  41b  • 
Colonel  Sandford,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-one,' 
71b.;  and  Capt.  Renwick  (blown  off),  twenty-two' 
71b.  ;  On  July  9,  Captain  and  Mr.  Coulson,  on 
Loch  UrigiU,  forty-nine,  UJlb.;  Major  and  Mrs. 
Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch  Cama,  sixty,  191b.; 
Captain  Renwick,  on  same  loch,  forty,  131b.'; 
Messrs.  Todd  and  Henderson,  on  Loch  Veyatie' 
eight  dozen,  301b.  ;  and  Messrs.  MacPherson  and 
Dyke,  London,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty,  141b.  On 
the  10th,  the  same  anglers  were  out  on  same  waters, 
and  baskets  ranging  from  three  and  a  half  dozen  to 
five  and  a  half  dozen,  and  from  15|lb.  to  201b 
On  the  11th,  Mr.  Todd,  on  Loch  Mheallain,  forty 
o,u'"'\l^.^-'  ^^1^°'       Loch  Boarlan,  twenty, 

81b.;  Major  and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  sixty,  22ilb.;  Captain  Renwick,  on  same 
loch,  fifty- six,  221b.;  Messrs.  MacPherson  and  Hen- 
derson, on  Loch  Coma,  fifty,  17ilb.;  and  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Coulson,  thirty-six,  15|lb.  On  the  13th 
similar  baskets  were  made. — B. 

Awe.— Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  July  6 
Mr.  Bowhill  had  two  salmon,  211b.  and  201b.,  and  a 
grilse,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Sykes,  grilse,  5^1b. ;  Mr.  Upcher, 
grilse,  6Jlb.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  Bowhill,  one  salmon 
191b.,  and  a  grilse,  61b.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Upcher' 
grilse,  61b..  and  two  trout,  31b.  and  I  'lb.  On  the 
9th,  Mr.  Julian,  one  salmon,  161b. ;  Mr.  MacDonald 
two  salmon,  171b.  and  211b.  ;  Mr.  Upcher,  a  grilse' 
GJlb.— D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle.— Fishing  in  Langholm 
water  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  creeled  two  sea-trout,  2ilb 
and  l|lb.,  and  Mr.  .7.  Clarke,  three.   Mr.  J.  Graham 
had  three,  Messrs.  J.  and  T.  Johnstone,  three,  Mr. 
W.  Story,  six.    Mr.  W.  Featherstone  has  had  good 
sport  with  night  fly.    The  lower  reaches  of  the 
Liddle  are  affording    good    sport.     Mr.  James 
Armstrong  killed   eight    sea  -  trout ;    Mr.  Thos. 
Steel,   eleven;    Mr.   Adam    Keen,    six;    Mr.  a! 
Porteous,  seven,  one   321b.;   Mr.  David  Murray' 
three;  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  three,  one  31b.;  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Murray  pix.    Mr.  James  Brockbank  and 
Dr.  Paterson  had  good  baskets  in  Langholm  water, 
of  the  Esk.  _  In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  preserves, 
and  other  private  waters  near  Langholm,  some  good' 
sea  trout  and  yellow  trout  have  been  had.  The 
catches  in  the  Solway   for  the  past  week  have 
averaged  fairly  well  for  July.     Some  sea  trout 
have  been  got  in  the  Firth.    The  run  of  summer 
salmon  is  only  moderate.    Good  baskets  have  been 
made  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk.    Mr.  Tom  Bell 
had  five  sea  trout.    Mrs.  Anderson  creeled  eighteen 
yellow  trout  in  the  Ewes  water.    Mr.  J.  Cairns 
Had  a  sea  trout,  3|lb.,  at  Todholes.    In  Canonbie 
water,  Mr.  Frank  Little,  Byreburn,  five  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  J ames  Steel,  two  and  a  herling  ;  Mr.  Walter 
Irving,  three  sea-trout,  one  of  31b.;  Dr.  Anderson, 
one  2-|lb.  and  a  herlins; ;  Mr.  G.  W.  A.  Mitcheli 
caught  three  sea-trout  with  fly  ;  Mr.  David  Murray 
had  seven ;  Mr.  McLellan  three,  one  weighing  31b., 
and  his  gillie  creeled   seven  sea-trout  duriag  a 
week's  fishing;  Mr.  Oppenheimer  caught  five  sea- 
trout  ui  a  few  days'  fishing  with  fly ;  Dr.  Paterson 
had  some  good  baskets.    Fishing  in  Mid  Esk,  Mr. 
S.  MoKune,  jun.,  caught  eight  sea-trout;  Mr.  F. 
Steel,  thirteen  sea-trout  at  four  fishings  in  Liddle. 
Mr.  Robt.  Nelson  creeled  eleven  sea-trout  in  the 
same  water.    Mr.  W.  Murray  caught  eight,  3Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Wm.  Riddle  had  six  ;  and  Mr.  Auam  Keen, 
eight.    Fishing  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk,  Miss 
Church,  Park  House,  Canonbie,  had  four  sea-trout. 
Messrs.  Graham,  two  rods,  killed  fifteen  sea-trout 
in  the  same  water  ;  and  Mr.  Dewar  caught  seven 
with  fly,    Mr.  J.  Charlton,  on  Tuesday,  killed  three 
sea-trout  with   fly  in  Langholm  water,  and  Mr. 
Wa,lter  Borthwick  had  four.    On  Monday,  Mr.  Geo. 
Elliot  creeled  nins  sea-trout  ia  Langholm  water  with 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Achiltybuie  Hotel  (Coigach,  Koss-shire,  N.B.). 

— Fishuig  Iroin  the  above  hotel  on  July  6,  Mr.  Dean 
and  Mr.  Williams  had  three  trout,  weighing  31b.  ; 
Mr,  C.  Dean,  three  trout,  l^lb.    On  the  7Ui,  Mr.' 


TROnT,  SBA-TRonT,  AND  SALMON  FLIES.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  is.  6d.  each.  Suliable  selections  made  for  any  water 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  1  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  kUled  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  liorsehair  casts,  Is.  ed.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
vd.  eai-h.— J.  ii.  AKlljsk,  Nurihera  AuKlers'  jLiep6t.  iv,  New 
btat»i»i-slioei,  i«)caii.    lelegrauis;  "tiBcator  Leeds." 


fly,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.'Elliot  landed  five.  Mr.  F. 
Storey  killed  seven,  and  Mr.  W.  Story  six. 
Mr,  T.  Morrison,  Langholm,  caught  six  sea- 
trout  with  bait,  while  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  jun., 
basketed  five,  Mr.  T.  Bell,  two,  Mr.  J.  Varty,  two, 
and  Mr.  T.  Johnstone,  two.  Mr.  T.  Steele  had 
thirteen  sea-trout  at  four  fishings  in  the  Liddle. 
Mr.  W.  Murray  killed  eight  in  the  lower  waters  of 
the  Liddle.  Mr.  Wm.  Riddle  had  six  sea-trout  and 
Mr.  Walter  Riddle,  four,  and  a  herling.  On  Mon- 
day (July  13),  Mr.  A.  Keen  had  eight  sea-trout. 
In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle  good  baskets  of 
sea-trout  have  been  had  by  Messrs.  Irving,  J, 
Beattie,  Walker,  Hardie,  Newton,  and  Murray, 
Newcastleton.  The  season  may  now  be  said  to  be 
in  full  swing  on  both  of  these  rivers,  which  are  in 
capital  condition  owing  to  the  recent  rains.— 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Telegram.— July  16.— "  Border  Esk  now  best 
flood  of  the  season.  Sea-trout  abundant.  — 
Douglas." 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The'  spate  that  com- 
menced on  July  6  thoroughly  cleaned  this  river,  the 
water  rose  six  feet  above  its  usual  level.  The  change 
greatly  improved  fishing  prospects,  many  good  shots 
being  got  by  net  in  the  river,  both  of  salmon  and 
grilse.  Rod  fishing  also  showed  an  improvement. 
On  the  Huatly  Lodge  water.  Colonel  Cumberland 
had  a  nice  fish  of  8  Jib.  on  July  7  ;  and  on  the  Huntly 
water,  Mr.  Davidson,  Huntly,  had  one  fish  of  81b. 
on  the  7th,  one  of  91b.  on  the  8th,  and  one  of  121b. 
on  the  9th.  The  net  fishing  in  the  river  and  along 
the  coast  was  the  best  for  the  season.  Good  hauls 
of  grilse  and  salmon  have  been  captured  daily  on 
the  river.  On  the  coast  the  nets  were  wrecked  in 
the  beginning  of  last  week,  and  were  only  put  in 
position  on  Thursday,  when  some  good  shots  have 
been  got  daily.  Salmon  are  iucreasing  in  weight, 
and  in  the  end  of  last  week  a  large  fish  of  35ib.,  the 
heaviest  this  season,  was  taken  in  a  bag  net.  At 
present  they  are  averaging  141b.  Grilse  are  coming 
on  well  and  are  also  improving  in  weight,  the  average 
being  41b.  A  number  of  sea-trout  caught  in  the 
nets  averaged  21b.  each.  On  Monday,  seven  large 
boxes  were  consigned  to  the  market,  and  on  Tuesday 
five  boxes.  Sir  Arthur  and  Lady  Clay  arrived  at 
Ardmeallie  House  from  London  on  July  10. — H.  W. 

  (Huntly). — The  Deveron  and  its  tributaries 

have  been  very  low  for  a  long  time.  The  welcome 
rain  of  last  week  put  them  all  in  nice  flood  for  salmon 
and  grilse  running.  The  following  have  been  got 
within  the  last  few  days: — W.  Davidson,  four 
salmon,  81b.,  8Uh.,  8Jlb.,  and  10|lb.  ;  W.  Gray,  one 
almon,  101b.  ;  Jos  Bain,  two  griise,  41b.  and  4Jlb.  ; 
P.  Mitchell,  one  grilse,  2|lb.,  from  Bogie.  A  good 
many  salmon  and  grilse  have  been  saen  ascending. 
-Drake  Wing. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— Fishing 
from  the  above  hotel  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had  ■ — J  uly  6,  Col.  Campbell,  two,  4Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Stanley  Webb,  one  salmon,  8 Jib.;  Mr.  Andrews, 
one  sal  mon,  7 Jib.  July  7,  Mr.  Stanley  W^ebb,  one 
salmon,  13ib. ;  Mr.  Morgan,  four  trout,  81b. ;  Messrs. 
Webb  and  Andrews,  twenty,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Ruston, 
sixteen,  5lb. ;  Mr.  Wallace,  two,  3Jlb.  July  8,  Mr. 
Ruston,  two  salmon,  17Jlb.  and  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  Keeling, 
nineteen  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Webo,  twelve,  51b.  ; 
Messrs.  Booth  and  Morgan,  thirteen,  61b.  July  9, 
Mr.  Stanley  Webb,  three  salmon,  181b.,  131b.,  and 
111b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  one  salmon,  151b.;  Mr.  Keeling, 
four  trout,  61b.;  Mr.  Thomson,  twenty,  71b.  July  10, 
Mr.  Keeling,  three,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  twelve,  5lb. ; 
Messrs.  S.  and  N.  Webb,  eight,  31b.  July  11,  Mr. 
Stanley  Webb,  four  salmon,  281b.,  18Jlb.,  131b.,  and 
lOlb.  ;  Mr.  Norman  Webb,  one  sea-trout.  31b. ;  Mr. 
Andrews,  ten  trout.  91b.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  twenty- 
three,  91b.  ;  Messrs.  Booth  and  Morgan,  thirteen, 
71b.  Very  good  sport  has  been  had  during  the  past 
week  after  the  heavy  spate.  Mr.  Stanley  Webb,  in 
four  days,  landed  nine  salmon,  averaging  151b.,  on 
river  Inver,  the  heaviest  being  281b. —  W.  Wallace. 

Loch  Awe. — July  7.— Not  lor  the  past  eight  years 
have  the  signs  of  a  good  salmon  angling  season  been 
so  good  as  they  are  at  present.  From  being  abnor- 
mally low,  the  loch  has  risen  3ft.  lOin.  during  the 
last  few  days,  and  now,  in  the  week  when  the 
principal  rmi  of  grilse  almost  invariably  comes,  the 
Awe  river  is  so  high  that  the  lessee  of  the  net 
fishings  has  perforce  to  take  off  his  nets,  and  sime 
time  must  elapse  before  they  are  out  again.  As  a 
result,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  a  record 
season's  catch  will  ensue,  the  first  fruits  of  which 
were  taken  by  an  angler  from  Port  Innisherrich  on 
Saturday,  July  4,  in  the  shape  of  a  grilse  of  61b., 
and  one  of  a  similar  weight  taken  on  July  6  by 
Mr.  Norman  Jarvie  from  Taychreggan  hotel.  Ail 
the  boats  out  on  July  6  saw  fish,  some  of  appar- 
ently good  size.  Last  week  the  Rev.  Newsome- 
Mariin,  Crewe,  got  a  good  specimen  of  the  Salmo 
jtrox  weighing  101b. — W.  J.  Cameron. 

Loch  Neas  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 
Ncss  from  Foyers  Hotel  ou  July  G,  Mr,  R.  T.  Annau 
killed  one  sairaon,  weigUxng  10it> ,  uud  a  giUae  of 
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61  b. ;  on  the  9th,  one  grUse,  41b.  On  the  11th, 
Mrs.  Annan  killed  one  salmon,  8Jlb.,  and  two  grilse, 
41b.  and  4ilb.,  and  Mr.  Tilston,  two  grilse,  of  51b. 
and  3^1b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Eenmore,  N.B.).— On  July  8,  by 
permission  of  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  the 
Aberfeldy  Angling  Club  held  their  competition  on 
Loch  Tay.  First  prize,  Mr.  Geo.  Wilson,  twonty- 
fo\ir  trout,  51b.  14joz  ;  second  prize,  Mr.  W.  L. 
Wood,  seventeen  trout,  51b.  2|oz. ;  third  prize,  Mr. 
D.  Sinclair,  thirteen  trout,  41b.  9oz. ;  fourth  prize, 
Mr.  C.  Nicol,  fourteen  trout,  41b.  4oz.  On  July  9 
Mr.  Robb  caught  twelve  trout,  7ilb.  ;  Mr.  C.  Cook, 
eight  trout.  4|lb.    Loch  in  gnod  ply. — W.  Knight. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — Since 
last  reported  the  following  sport  has  been  got :  On 
July  4,  Major  BumeU-Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had 
five  salmon  on  Beat  No.  3  ;  on  July  4,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Brown,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  five  salmon  on  No.  1  ; 
and  Major  Burnell-Milnes  one  on  No.  5.  On  July  8, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Burnell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  ca>ight  four 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  1  ;  Major  Burnell-Milnes,  Dal- 
vina Lodge,  four  salmon  on  No.  1  ;  and  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Brown,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3.  On  July  9,  Major 
Burnell-Milnes  landed  one  salmon  on  No.  1  ;  and 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Brown,  one  on  No.  4.  On  Julv  12  and  13 
the  Naver  was  higher  than  known  at  this  time  of 
the  year  for  nearly  half  a  century. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  and  streams 
have  been  in  fine  fettle  for  angling  during  past 
week,  and  better  sport  would  have  been  enjoyed 
had  it  not  been  for  the  diurnal  thunderstbrms  and 
changing  lights.  Grilse  have  been  running  freely 
into  the  Dee.  One  of  31b.  was  got  on  the  Quoich,  a 
feeder  alttOit  at  the  very  source.  On  the  King's 
Balmoral  water  five  and  six  fish  are  being  creeled 
daily,  the  Green  Charm  being  the  taking  flv.  On 
the  Ballater  and  lower  waters  fish  are  plentiful  but 
anglers  few  and  far  between.  On  the  Aboyne 
reaches  good  sport  continues  to  be  got.  Mr. 
Elmslie  had  a  nice  fish  on  July  9  of  121b.,  and 
others  on  the  hotel  water  have  been  similarly 
successful.  A  good  few  grilse  have  been  got  on  the 
Borrowstone,  Woodend,  Cairnton,  and  Banchory 
reaches,  of  good  average  weights  and  fresh  up.  At 
the  netting  stations  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  some 
two  and  three  hundred  grilse,  salmon,  and  sea- 
trout  have  been  got  daily  since  the  recent  fill. 
Don — The  river  got  a  most  acceptable  clean  out 
and  refresher  with  last  week's  spate.  It  is  now  in 
capital  angling  trim  and  yielding  good  sport.  On 
the  Fintry  House  water.  Lord  SempLl  and  the 
Master  of  Sempil  made  excellent  baskets  on  Friday 
last ;  whUe  the  Rev.  Mr.  McLuckie,  Aberdeen,  had 
a  fine  fish  {brown  trout)  of  4Jlb.,  in  addition  to  a 
heavy  basket  otherwise.  On  the  Pitmedden  water, 
Mr.  W.  Lindsay,  jun.,  and  Mr.  Alex.  Lindsay,  are 
making  fair  baskets  nightly,  while  several  anglers 
on  the  Parkhill  water  have  also  done  well — the  Rev. 
Iklr.  Cox.  of  Dyce,  having  creeled  a  second  monster 
trout  there  of  5|^lb.  On  Kintore  Burgh  water,  Mr. 
Callaghan  had  a  trout  (brown)  of  31b.  12oz.,  in 
addition  to  two  dozen  olhers  averaging  6oz.  The 
Bumble  Bee,  Professor,  and  Hare's  Ear  have  been 
the  taking  flies.  On  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  good  sport 
is  being  got.  On  the  latter  stream  JMj.  Ingram 
creeled  a  salmon  of  101b.  and  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  ; 
Mr.  Forbes,  two  salmon  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  Pyper, 
two  grilse  of  41b.  On  the  Deveron,  Mr.  Borthwick 
(Cabrach)  is  getting  good  sport.  On  the  Beauly 
splendid  sport  was  got  last  week  by  the  lessee  of 
the  Castle  fishings,  who  creeled  twenty-nine  salmon 
and  grilse  for  five  days  angling. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iiairg,  N.B.) — 
On  July  7,  Mr.  Oliver,  Bombay,  landed  fourteen 
irout,  5Jlb.,  on  Top  Shin;  Mr.  Clay,  London,  on 
Lower  Flag,  twenty-one  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker,  Cupar  Angus,  on  Upper  Flag,  forty  trout, 
141b. ;  Messrs.  Chancellor  and  Prescoic,  Carlisle,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  forty-five  trout,  14|lb. ;  and  Messrs. 
Luddington,  Ely,  twenty-five,  lOJlb.  On  the  8th, 
Mr.  Bickerstetb,  Birkenhead,  on  Lower  Fiag,  sixteen 
trout,  %\\h. ;  Messrs.  Luddington,  on  Mid  Shin, 
twenty-five,  lOJlb. ;  Messrs.  Chancellor  and  Prescott, 
on  Upper  Fiag,  one-and-a-half  dozen,  7|lb. ;  Mr. 
Oliver,  on  Loch  Merkland,  forty-two,  13^1b. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walker,  on  Loch  Griam,  ten  trout,  3Jlb, ; 
Mr.  Ross,  on  River  Merkland,  three  salmon,  10|lb., 
lllb.,  and  ll^lb.  respectively.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walker  caught  three  dozen  trout,  1311}.,  on  Mid 
Shin ;  Messrs.  Luddington  had  eighteen  on  Lower 
Fiag;  Messrs.  Oliver  and  Stewart,  on  Upper  Fiag, 
eight  trout,  2^1b. ;  and  Mr.  Bickersteth,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  seventy-one  trout,  231b.  On  the  10th, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  on  Upper  Fiag,  thirty  trout, 
131b. ;  Mr.  Luddington,  thirty-three,  13^1b..  on 
Mid  k!hin ;  Messrs.  Oliver  and  Stewart,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  twenty,  71b. ;  and  Messrs.  Bickersteth 
and  Luddington,  on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty-eight, 
11  Jib.  On  the  nth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  landed 
or  e  dozen  trout,  4Jlb,  and  a  Scdmo  ferox,  weighing 
5|lb.,  on  Top  Shin;  Mr.  Bickersteth,  Mid  Shin, 
nmeteen  trout,  6|lb.,  and  a  ferox  of  91b.  ;  and 
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Messrs.  Luddington,  on  Loch  Gorm,  fifty  trout, 
16 Jib.      Total    catch  of    trout    for  the  week, 
697.  weighing  240|lb.— B. 
Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairgf,  N.B.). — 

On  July  2.  Mr.Wilkinson  grassed  a  salmon,  weighing 
121b.,  on  Fall  Pool.  On  July  6,  Mr.  R.  S.  W.  Sit- 
well  had  two  grilse,  31b.  and  3ilb.,  besides  a  151b. 
salmon,  on  Junction  Pool;  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Sitwell, 
on  George's  Pool,  got  five  sea-trout,  1  Jib.  each,  and 
a  grilse  of  4|-lb.  On  July  8,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  61b. 
On  July  9,  on  Rock  Pool,  one  brown  trout  and  two 
sea-trout,  1  Jib.  each,  and  a  31b.  grilse.  On  July  10, 
Mr.  R.  S.  W.  Sitwell  had  two  sea-trout,  weighing 
IJlb.,  and  two  grilse,  3 Jib.  and  41b. ;  and  Mr.  F.  W. 
Sitwell,  on  George's  Pool,  two  sea-trout,  and  a  51b. 
grilse.  On  July  13  Mr.  R.  S.  W.  Sitwell  landed  a 
grilse  weighing  5Jlb.  on  Flag  Pool. — -B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — To-day  (July  15)  rain  is 
falling,  and  the  rivers  are  at  the  moment  rising  in 
fiood.  The  Annan  has  been  in  good  order  for  trout 
during  the  past  week,  and  many  splendid  sea-trout 
have  fallen  to  night  fishers.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine'i 
portion  at  St.  Mungo,  Mr.  J.  Learmont  had  several 
sea-trout  and  a  fine  fresh  run  grilse.  Mr.  J.  Rae 
took  some  sea-trout  and  one  fresh-run  herling. 
Lower  down  the  river  one  of  Mr.  Brook's  keepers 
killed  six  sea-trout  the  other  night  with  fly.  Mr. 
R.  L.  Cowan  landed  three  sea-trout  during  the  day- 
time with  small  fly  and  fine  gut.  In  Sir  Robert 
Jardine's  Blacketlees  water,  the  keeper  killed  one 
sea-trout  on  Saturday  night  with  fly,  which  weighed 
31b.  lOoz.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  several  rods 
have  been  successful  with  the  fly  at  night  and  the 
clear  water  worm  during  the  day  time.  Mr.  John 
Laurie  had  two  good  sea-trout,  both  fresh-run,  of 
fully  IJlb.  each.  Anglers  have  had  good  sport  in 
the  stretch  below  Murraythwaite  Caul,  as  also  near 
Dormont  Bridge.  Mr.  McLean  had  three  sea- 
trout  in  the  higher  water,  and  Mr  Hardie  had  a 
fair  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  higher  waters  of 
the  Dryfe.  The  Nith  of  Dumfries  has  been  in 
fairly  good  order,  and  a  number  of  sea-trout  have 
fallen  to  the  rods  in  the  Auldgirth  district,  as  also 
lower  down  the  river.  In  the  portion  at  Closeburn 
Mr.  Duff  killed  three  sea-trout  on  July  9  with  fly  ; 
and  several  good  sea-trout  were  caught  in  Matthew's 
pool  above  Scaurfoot.  Thornhill  anglers  have 
had  fair  sport  in  the  Mid  Nithsdale  Association 
waters.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  Sanquhar 
portion,  but  some  good  trout  have  been  taken  in 
the  private  waters  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleuch  near  Drumlanrig  castle.  The  Galloway 
rivers  have  been  in  fairly  good  order  during  the 
past  week,  and  some  good  sport  obtained. 
A  number  of  anglers  have  also  had  fair  catches  of 
trout  in  the  Carsphairn  district.  The  Dee  of  Kirk- 
cudbrightshire and  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  have  also 
been  in  fair  order.  The  lochs  of  the  Stewartry  are 
doing  fairly  well.  Rain  is  falling  now,  and  this  is 
likely  to  improve  sport  all  round.  The  Ayeshire 
Rivers  and  Lochs. — Moderate  sport  has  been 
obtained  in  the  rivers  of  this  district  since 
last  week's  notes.  One  angler  fishing  on  Loch- 
winnoch  had  several  nice  trout  of  about  lib.  each 
with  fly.  In  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Ayr  fair 
baskets  have  been  taken.  Latee. — The  rain  has 
continued  for  the  most  part  of  to-day  (Wednesday), 
and  the  Annan  has  risen  in  flood  and  considerably 
discoloured.  Bait  fishers  have  had  fair  sport  with 
the  worm.  The  spate  is  within  six  inches  of  the 
necessary  height  to  thoroughly  scour  the  river. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — With  the  river  in  improved 
condition,  fairly  good  sport  was  enjoyed  last  week. 
From  the  Laggan  water  on  July  7,  Mr.  Geo.  Sharp, 
fisherman,  lemded  a  grilse  of  3Jlb.,  and  two  salmon 
of  8 Jib.  and  7 Jib.  each;  and  on  July  9,  from  the 
same  water,  three  other  salmon,  weighing  re- 
spectively 8Jlb.,  11  Jib.,  and  161b.,  were  also  landed. 
On  July  8,  Colonel  Smith  Grant,  Minmore,  killed  a 
beauty  of  30Jlb.  From  the  Easter  Elchies  water 
three  grilse  were  landed. — J.  M. 

Strome  Terry  Hotel  Waters. — The  following 
sport  was  got  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  MacKay, 
Forest  Hill,  London.  On  June  27,  twenty-three 
trout,  4flb.,  on  Femaig  river.  On  June  29,  on  Loch 
Sherroch,  seven  trout,  4|lb.  On  July  2,  four  trout, 
4flb.,  on  Loch  Sherroch,  and  on  July  4  one  and  a 
half  dozen  trout,  3Jlb.,  on  the  Fernaig  river. 
Weather  cold  and  wet. — B. 

Tongue  Hotel.  —  Fishing  from  this  hotel  the 
following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had : — On 
July  6,  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  twenty- 
four,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twenty- 
two,  81b.  ;  Major  Burm,  on  Loch  Slam,  eighteen, 
7Jlb.  On  July  7,  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Slam, 
twenty-two,  61b. ;  Major  Bunn,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
twelve,  41b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty- 
two,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Swan,  on  Loch  Craggie,  nine, 
4|lb.  On  July  8,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
twenty-seven,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Swan,  on  Loch  Slam, 
four,  31b.    On  July  9,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  J^ioch  Loyal, 
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thirty-seven,  12 Jib.  ;  Major  Burn,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
twelve,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Swan,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twelve, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  on  Kinloch  River,  nine,  41b.  On 
July  10,  Major  Bunn,  on  Loch  Deiru,  twelve,  41b. 
On  July  11,  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Craggie,  nine, 
31b.,  and  one  salmon,  61b.  ;  Mr.  S  wan,  on  Loch 
Slam,  one  salmon,  6'b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch 
Breac  Buidh,  four,  4Jlb.  ;  Major  Bunn,  on  Loch 
Loyal,  twelve,  5lb. — M.  MacInnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — All  the  stretches  of  this  river 
have  been  in  order  for  the  past  week,  and  trout  rose 
more  freely  than  at  any  time  in  the  present  season, 
and  some  nice  baskets  were  made.  Grilse  continue 
to  come  in  from  the  sea  to  the  stretch  between 
Coleraine  and  Caronroe,  but  there  is  not  enough 
water  to  take  them  over  the  weirs.  Mr.  Ardale 
caught  151h.  trout;  Mr.  H.  Coats,  201b;  John  W. 
Carroll,  181b.;  and  Mr.  .T.  W.  Corry,  eleven  grilse 
ranging  from  4Jlb.  to  8Jlb.  On  the  Kilrea  reach, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  ten  salmon  and  grilse  from  4Jlb. 
to  lOlb.;  Captain  Pole,  nine,  from  51b.  to  81b.;  and 
Mr.  G.  Nayle,  thirteen,  from  41b.  to  121b.  On  the 
Caronroe  section,  one  salmon.  51b.,  and  201b.  brown 
trout  were  caught  by  Mr.  B.  Meenan  on  the  Portgle- 
none  stretch. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — There  has  been  little  river 
fishing  in  this  locality  since  last  report,  the  rivers 
being  low  and  out  of  order.  Heavy  rain  fell  on 
July  14  and  15,  so  that  most  of  the  streams  are  now 
higher  and  discoloured.  The  Dams  fished  very  poorly 
last  week.  On  July  13,  on  Stoneyford  Reservoir, 
Mr.  W.  J.  MuUaolland  caught  nine  trout,  Mr.  J.  .1. 
Longhead  four,  and  several  other  anglers  had  fish. 
On  the  Leathemstown  Dam  Mr.  James  Murrav 
killed  sixteen  fish,  averaging  fib.,  and  Mr.  B. 
M'Udowney  had  eight  of  a  similar  weight.— J.A.B. 

Bme  (Ballyshaunon  and  Belleek). — Some  fine 
sport  has  been  had  from  July  8  to  July  15,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Pike,  Sir  H.  S.  Karr,  M.P.,  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  Mr. 
John  Stone,  Mr.  John  Thomson,  Mr.  Johnston,  Sir 
H.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Cooke,  and  Mr.  Ellis,  who  landed 
over  fifty  salmon  amongst  them,  weighing  from  6lb. 
to  261b.  Many  of  the  above  salmon  weighed  151b. 
and  161b.  each.  Sir  H.  S.  Karr,  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike, 
Mr.  J.  Stone,  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  and  Mr.  J.  Thomson 
were  most  successful.  Sir  H.  S.  Karr  landed 
eighteen  salmon,  and  took  seven  of  them  in  one 
day,  on  July  13,  ranging  in  weight  from  71b.  to 
161b. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  twelve  salmon  from 
71b.  to  181b.  On  the  Erne  at  Bellerk  Mr.  W.  Carson 
landed  twelve  salmon  during  the  past  week  weighing 
from  61b.  to  161b. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — During  the  past  fortnight 
some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  both  with  salmon 
and  grilse,  the  latter  being  very  numerous  in  all 
parts  of  the  river.  Mr.  F.  V.  St.  Leger  Carter 
had  five,  71b.,  81b.,  8ib.,  91b.,  and  101b.  ;  Mr.  Dan 
Riordan,  four,  51b.,  71b.  91b.,  and  10 Jib. ;  Mr.  J. 
Walsh,  three,  3ilb.,  41b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  J.  O'Donell, 
three,  51b.,  51b.,"  and  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Caulfield,  four, 
3 Jib.,  41b.,  51b.,  and  51b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Colthurst,  one, 
lllb.  ;  Mr.  M.  Murphy,  three,  3 Jib.,  41b.,  and  51b.; 
Mr.  J.  Barrv,  one,  91b. ;  Mr.  Robt.  Murphy  four, 
2Jlb..  3Jlb.,  '51b.,  and  8lb.  On  the  Glannure  river, 
Mr.  S.  Haynes  had  fifty-one  sea-trout  on  July  7,  and 
twenty-seven  on  July  9,  Jib.  to  2^lb.,  all  killed  in 
the  evening.  Captain  Lawe  on  the  same  water  had 
from  eighteen  to  fifty  each  evening  during  the  week. 
Sea-trout  are  very  numerous,  but  of  a  small  size. — 
W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Coriib  (Eilbeg,  co.  Galway).  —  The 
following  gentlemen  fished  from  the  Railway  Hotel, 
Oughterard : — The  Rev.  S.  B.  Soole  and  his  brother, 
Mr.  B.  W.  Soole,  Yorks.  They  had  fairly  good 
sport.  Their  best  fish  for  the  week  was  a  spent 
pike,  scaling  lOJlb.  He  was  sent  by  rail  last  night 
to  London  to  be  preserved. — T.  F.  Xaughton. 

Lough  Curraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Eerry). — 
On  favourable  days  some  good  sport  was  obtained 
on  Lough  Currane  by  a  few  anglers,  but  the  gene- 
rality of  the  takes  have  been  small  since  last  report. 
Sea  trout  anglers  have  been  much  in  evidence,  from 
a  dozen  to  fifteen  boats  being  out  daily.  The  best 
take  of  sea  trout  was  one  of  a  dozen  (weighing  about 
201b.),  had  by  Mr.  Davis  and  brother,  who  fished 
with  Ned  Dennehy.  Major  Creswell,  Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Lescher,  Mr.  Cunnington,  Mr.  Eden,  Dr.  Fen- 
wick,  Dr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  others  out,  had 
takes  varying  from  one  to  seven  sea  trout  daily,  in 
addition  to  some  sizeable  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Fishing 
in  above  waters  has  much  improved  since  last 
report.  Some  very  large  trout  have  been  caught, 
one  of  8Jlb.  by  Mr.  Cook  on  the  artificial  fly.  Mr. 
Thorne  (London)  caught  241b.  fish  trolling,  largest 
trout  7jlb.  Miss  Sandback  caught  a  pike  of  24Jlb., 
which  is  being  set  up.  Grand  fishing  weather. — 
J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur). — Messrs.  Cartler  and 
Shaw  are  fishing  tliis  water  from  Kilbride  Lodge. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Shaw,  of  Olriham,  Hollinwood,  who  has 
broken  the  record  on  Mask,  on  July  11,  trolling, 
caught  a  mngnificent  brown  trout,  which  turned  the 
scales  at  161b.  lOnz.  Its  measures  were  :— Length, 
iVr^'i""'  ^^i'in.      It   was   sent   to  Messrs! 

Williams  &  Sons,  Dame-street,  Dublin,  to  be  pre- 
served. Mr.  Joseph  Shaw  was  also  successful  ia 
takmg  a  good  many  other  trout,  ranging  from  lib 
to  51b.,  and  three  pike.— P.  S. 

Lough  Melvin.— Trouting  was  good  during  the 
past  week,  and  several  nice  baskets  of  gillaroos  and 
brown  trout  were  taken.  Mr.  Conolly  took  a  grilse 
of  61b.  on  July  14,  and  Mr.  Henrv.  another  of  71b.. 
on  July  13.  Several  trout  (Sabno  ferox)  of  from 
lilb.  to  4^-lb.  were  taken  by  other  anglers,  trolling. 
Fly  fishing  is  good  at  time  of  writing.— .VI.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh.— To-day  (Wednesday)  all  the 
tributaries  are  in  flood  and  the  salmon  and  lake 
trout  are  running  up  from  the  lough.  Since  last 
notes  the  pollen  fisheries  have  kept  steady,  and  the 
same  applies  to  the  trout  netting. — J.  A.  B. 

JWourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  long  looked  for  rain  came  down  copiously  on 
July  14.  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  main 
river  and  its  tributaries  are  rising  very  rapidly. 
Salmon  are  pushing  up  stream  again,  arid  a  fresh 
run  is  reported  from  Sion  Mills  Weir.  On  July  13, 
Captain  Williams  killed  one  salmon  71b.,  and  the 
following  day  seven  from  61b.  to  81b.  Mr.  Mclvor 
killed  two  salmon,  81b.  each,  the  same  day,  and  Mr. 
Behrens,  Manchester,  had  a  couple  of  baskets  of 
trout.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— Splendid  sport  on  the  river.  Captain 
Moreton,  fifteen  grilse,  Sllb.  ;  Mr.  Pery,  nineteen 
grilse,  1201b.  ;  Mr.  Garvey,  nine  grilse,  57lb. ;  Dr.  J. 
Scroop,  ten  grilse,  sixty -five ;  Captain  Bloss  Lvnch 
thirteen  grilse,  901b.:   Mr.    C.  Cross  and  friend 
twenty-five  grilse.    1531b.  ;  Mr.   Freeman,  three 
grilse,  201b. ;  Mr.  Paine,  fourteen  grilse,  831b. ;  Mr 
Mills,  eight  grilse,  451b. ;  Mr.  Wallace,  fifteen  grilse! 
871b.   Sea  trout  anglers  are  making  good  bags;  best 
take  for  one  day  thirty-eight,  251b.    Some  trout 
have  been  got  on  the  loughs  all  of  good  size.— Pat 
Heaknes. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).  —  On  Doonass  Mr 
John  Enright  killed  two  peal,  IJIb.,  41b.  On  Prospect 
Mr.  W.  B.  Tylden-Pattenson  killed  five  peal,  5ilb 
4Jlb      41b.,    ^]h.,    341b.      On   Newgarden  Mr! 
W:  B.  Tylden-Pattenson  killed  four  peal,  3-Jlb 
8Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  41b  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Palmer,  six  peal  41b"' 
51b.    6!b.,  41b.,  41b.,   3|lb.     On  Hermitage  Mr! 
W.  C.  Jones  killed  four  peal,  4J-lb.,  3^-lb.,  71b  21b 
and  a  salmon,  34Jlb.  ;  Mr.  John  Enright,  one"  peal* 
5|lb.    In  last  week's  report  I  omitted  to  state  that 

one  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones'  salmon  weighed  40.'lb  

John  Eneight  AND  Son.  ^ 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Low 
water  this  week  has  interfered  with  sport.  Some 
rods  have  killed  a  brace  of  grilse  each  in  a  day  but 
one  visitor  (Mr.  W.  F.  Skipworth,  of  Liverpool)  has 
done  better,  he  having  taken  six  very  beautiful 
grilse,  as  bright  as  florins,  on  Wednesday  (July  8) 
in  my  water  overhead  the  white  foam,  at  the 
weir.  The  ever  welcome  fishes  are  still  ascending 
in  vast  numbers.  Heavy  rain  fell  on  July  14,  and 
it  seems  certain  to  continue  for  another  day  or 
i'^Z'  ^7^^^  "^^^^  8^^®  *  g^'eafc  impetus  to  sport,— 

b.  J.  HUBLEY. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton.— Mackerel  abound  close  in  shore  and 
numbers  of  boat  anglers  are  off  daily  after  whiting, 
jjout,  flat  fish,  and  conger. — H. 

Fowey  (Cornwall).— Boat  anglers  are  havino- 
good  sport  with  mackerel,  pollack,  bream,  and  other 
fish.    Splendid  weather  and  prospects  good.  H. 

Plymouth.— The  weather  has  been  perfect  dviring 
the  week  for  fishing,  the  sea  as  smooth  as  glass. 
Bass  are  still  swarming  all  over  the  harbour ;  one 
ti8herman  had  eleven  nice  ones  on  July  14 
several  being  caught  by  the  workmen  in  the 
Hamoaze.  Mackerel  are  also  plentiful,  and  are 
being  taken  whiffing  in  the  sound.  Prawns  are 
just  coming  on,  and  good  sport  can  be  had  with 
ihem  in  the  rocky  pools  at  low  water  with  a  spoon- 
shape  net  on  a  long  handle  ;  a  quart  can  be  caught 
in  a  very  short  time,  and  also  affords  good  exer- 
cise.—W.  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate.— Several  of  the  boats  have  had  good 
sport  with  flat  fish  in  the  bay.  From  the  harbour 
and  iron  pier  a  few  bass  and  some  large  flounders 
have  been  taken,  also  some  silver  eels.  On  the 
13th  a  very  fine  sturgeon,  weighing  nearly  three 
hundredweight  was  brought  in  by  one  of  the 
trawlers,  which  "little"  fish  made  it  rather  lively 
for  the  crew  for  the  Gist  half  hour.— Gbey  Mullet. 

Scarborough.— Both  pier  and  boat  anglers  are 
having  good  sport.  Plenty  of  silver  whiting  in  the 
bay,  flat  fish,  etc.— H. 


"People  who  do  anything  finely,  inspirit  one 
they  make  the  thing  aeem  worthy  to  be  done." 

Geobge  Eliot. 

The  account  of  the  interesting  meeting  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  on  July  15  arrived  too  Jate  for  insertion. 
On  July  22  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  will  open  a  discussion 
on  '•  Artificial  Sea  Baits,"  the  subject  of  the  discus- 
sion at  the  last  meeting  being  "Natural  Baits." 

'■Thebe's  no  place  like  home,"  at  least  that  is 
what  yre  think  for  eleven  months  out  of  the  year,  but 
ttiere  is  one  more  month,  and  then  it  is  that  "  fancy 
Hehtly  turns  to  thoughts  of  trips  and  holidays." 
Where  to  go  for  health  and  enjoyment  at  a  reason- 
able cost  is  the  question  of  the  moment,  and  it 
is  well  answered  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company's  new  booklet,  "Holidays  in  Belgium 
and  the  Ardennes."  In  this  little  book  Mr.  Percy 
Lindley  has  much  to  tell  us  of  old  picturesque  cities, 
of  bright  shopping  streets,  of  ca/t-s  where  one  can 
sit  and  have  cigars  and  coffee  and  watch  the  gay 
crowds  of  passers-by,  of  the  quaint  towns  of 
Bruges  and  Ghent,  and,  lastly,  of  the  mountains 
arid  valleys  of  the  lovely  Ardennes.  "  The  whole 
trip,"  says  Mr.  Lindley,  "is  moat  inexpensive  and 
delightful."  "Starting  afier  dinner  by  the  Con- 
tinental Express  one  is  soon  at  the  quayside  and 
aboard  the  comfortable  steamer;  a  night's  sleep, 
and  one  arrives  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scneldt,  and 
is  roused  for  breakfast  within  sight  of  the  spire  of 
Antwerp  Cathedral."  Altogether  it  sounds  a 
most  fascinating  trip,  and  I  should  advise  those 
wlio  have  never  been  to  start  at  once,  and  those 
who  have  been  before  to  go  again.  The  booklet, 
by-the-bye,  is  cleverly  illustrated,  and  can  bo 
obtained  at  any  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
stations  or  agents. 

Good  news  for  British  Sea  Anglers — especially 
Mr.  Tucker,  whose  pet  aversion  is  immature  fish — 
"  Whitebait  now  in  season  !  " 


One  often  hears  good  things  as  to  the  honesty  of 
the  Briton,  but  the  most  amusing  and,  to  say  the 
least,  alarming  story  comes  from  Exeier.  It  is 
said  that  some  young  men  were  out  in  a  boat,  when 
to  their  surprise  a  2Ulb.  salmon  jumped  clean  into 
the  boat,  wnich  nearly  upset  it.  This  is  good  ;  but 
when  it  is  known  that  it  took  five  minutes  to  get 
the  fish  overboard,  one  wonders  that  the  craft  m 
question  was  not  capsized  in  the  final  effort  ! 


Captain  Howlett  writes  that  the  river  Lark  is 
now  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weeds  have 
been  cut,  and  roach  and  dace  are  feeding  very  well. 


On  July  11  the  members  of  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society  held  their  annual  competition  and 
dinner.  The  fishing  took  place  at  Rye  House,  and 
the  dinner  in  the  evening  at  the  Five  Horse  Shoes 
at  Hoddesden,  when  Host  Swanger  catered  for  the 
party  to  their  entire  satisfaction.  Apologies  were 
read  from  hon.  members  and  others  for  non-attend- 
ance, and  the  evening  was  devoted  to  social  amuse- 
ments. The  competition  was  won  by  Mr.  W. 
Dineen,  with  Mr.  W.  J.  Povey  second. 


The  Summer  Competition  of  the  members  of 
Societies  enrolled  upon  the  South  London  Anglers' 
United  Visiting  List  took  place  on  July  12  at 
Yalding.  The  wesxther  was  very  favourable  for  the 
200  competitors,  68  of  whom  weighed-in.  Tiiefiist 
was  Mr.  Hudson  (South-West  ir'iscatorials),  13lb 
3oz  ;  second,  Mr.  F.  Blvey  (St.  Philip),  41b.  15ioz.  ; 
and  third,  Mr.  J.  Graves  (St.  Philip),  31b.  li!i-oz. 
F.  Hampshire,  largest  roach,  lOfoz.  The  prizes 
will  be  distributed  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers 
A.  S.  at  their  visit ;  date  later. 


The  second  match  of  the  Great  Yarmouth  Pisca- 
torial Society  was  fished  at  Fritton  Decoy  on 
July  2,  when  twenty-four  members  took  359  bream, 
9  roach,  and  4  eels,  a  total  of  372  fish,  weighing 
1401b.  lloz.  The  largest  bream  weighed  21b.  12^oz., 
and  the  largest  roach,  lO^oz. 


Captain  Wood,  of  Nantucket,  has  been  in  a 
whale's  mouth.  A  friend  induced  him  to  tell  about 
it— probably  for  the  ten  thousandth  time.  "  Yes, 
I  was  standing  in  the  bow  of  the  boat,  but  with  the 
iron  in  my  hand,"  said  he,  "  looking  around  for  his 
majesty,  for  I  thought  we  had  given  him  his  death 
blow.  Suddenly  he  came  right  ahead  of  me,  and 
he  struck  the  boat  underneath  with  his  prolonged 
lower  jaw,  knocking  it  out  from  under  me,  and  I 
feU_atraight  over  into  his  mouth,"   "  What  did  you 


think  then  ?  "  asked  a  listener.  "  Thought  I  was  a 
goner,"  answered  the  captain,  "especially  when  he 
shut  his  mouth  on  me.  But  h©  was  fortunately  in 
the  agonies  of  death,  too  worried  to  think  of  me, 
and  after  giving  mo  one  savage  crunch  he  blowed' 
me  out  of  his  mouth  covered  with  blood.  I  at  once 
struck  out  for  the  boat."  "And  when  thev  picked 
hira  up  they  thought  he  was  killed."  said'another 
captain  ;  "  though  after  a  good  while  he  recovered, 
with  the  ugly  wound  that  you  see."  There  was  a 
scar  some  inches  long  across  Captain  Wood's  scalp. 
"  What  did  you  think  when  you  were  in  his  mouth, 
and  knew  where  you  were?"  asked  another  by- 
stander. "  Thought  he'd  yield  about  eiaht  barrel !  " 
said  Captain  Wood,  turning  over  his  quid,  calmly. 

Andkeas  Hofee,  the  peasant  of  the  Tyrol,  who 
led  the  uprising  of  the  Tyrolese  in  1809  against  the 
encroachments  of  Napoleon,  is  held  to-day  in  the 
highest  reverence  in  the  Tyrol.  John  Heard,  in  an 
article  written  some  time  before  his  death,  describes 
in  the  J uly  Scribner's  a  night  which  he  spent  in  the 
room  where  the  relics  of  the  hero  are  preserved. 
•  ♦  •  ♦  # 

From  the  days  of  Solomon  "the  cedars  of 
Lebanon"  have  been  notedi  and  there  remains 
to  the  present  day  a  group  of  four  hundred  of  these 
trees  very  carefully  protected.  The  ages  of  several 
are  believed  to  go  back  to  the  time  of  the  building 
ff  the  Temple.  These  remarkable  trees  are 
described  and  pictured  in  the  July  Scribner's. 

Two  ragged  little  Londoners,  says  the  British 
Inventor,  were  watching  the  chicks  breaking  out  of 
their  shells  in  an  Incubator  shop  in  the  Gray's  Inn- 
road.  One  urchin  remarked  after  a  long  silence, 
"  It's  all  very  fine.  Billie,  to  get  them  little  things 
out  of  their  shells  by  their  bloomin'  inventions, 
but  what  I  carn't  make  out  is  who  is  to  help  'em 
to  pick  up  their  grub  afterwards."  Little  Tatters 
thought  for  a  moment,  and  then  in  a  solemn  under- 
tone that  I  could  barely  catch  he  said,  "Well,  I 
dunno,  but  I  expec's  it's  Gawd  as  gives  'em  the  tip 
when  'e  finds  as  they  ain't  got  no  muvver  to  look 
after  'em." 


"Speakin'  of  smart  dogs,"  said  the  truthful 
angler,  "reminds  me  of  a  dog  I  owned  'tother  year. 
That  'ere  dog  knowed  when  it  was  Sunday,  an' 
went  to  church  reg'lar,  an'  wouldn't  run  a  rabbit  to 
save  yer  life  on  that  day  if  one  went  skippin"  bv 
right  under  his  nose.  He  was  the  best  rabbit-dog 
in  the  country,  too,  an'  loved  the  sport  amazin'ly. 
He  knowed  Yankee  Doodle  from  Old  Hundred,  an' 
would  keep  time  with  his  tail  on  the  floor  when  I 
was  playin'  of  'em  on  my  fiddle.  That  pup  could 
jest  do  anything  you  told  him.  I  never  seed  his 
beat.  I  was  in  hopes  of  teachin'  him  to  talk,  when 
he  met  his  death ;  he  had  already  learned  to  howl 
two  or  three  tunes,  an'  knowed  his  alphabet.  But 
one  mornin'  the  poor  pup  was  practisin'  a  new  trick 
which  he  intended  to  astonish  us  with,  an'  come  to 
his  death  very  onexpected.  He  was  behind  the 
barn  when  it  happened.  I  seed  him  with  my  own 
eyes  curlin'  his  tail  over  hin  back  an'  jumpin' 
through  the  curl.  In  one  of  his  leaps  he  broke  his 
back  an'  died." 


The  American  long-eared  sunfish  is  sometimes 
called  the  "  Tobacco-Box,"  owing  to  its  lid-like 
opercle.  "One  day,"  writes  Dr.  Henshall,  "  I  saw 
a  boy  fishing  for  '  tobacco-boxes '  from  a  rock 
beneath  a  mill-dam  on  a  Kentucky  stream:  He 
hooked  one  of  good  size,  and  then  tumbled  into 
the  pool.  He  was  fished  out,  and  when  restored  to 
consciousness  his  first  words  were,  'I  saved  my 
tobacco-box,  anyhow.'  for  he  had  clung  desperately 
to  rod  and  fish.  A  clergyman  who  stood  by,  know- 
ing nothing  of  fish,  exclaimed.  'Let  this  be  a 
solemn  warning,  throw  away  your  tobacco-box, 
give  up  chewing,  or  the  pernicious  weed  may  drown 
you  yet.'  " 

FiHsr  Fish  :  "  How  are  you  getting  on  ?  "  Second 
Fish:  "No  luck  at  all.  The  man  at  the  end  of 
that  line  is  an  idiot."  First  Fish:  "What's  the 
trouble  ?  "  Second  Fish  :  "  I  took  the  bait  an  hour 
ago,  and  I've  been  waiting  ever  since  for  him  to 
put  some  more  on." 


This  is  another  extract  from  an  American  friend's 
letter,  who  is  down  Florida  way.  He  says  : — "  Yes, 
I  think  I  caught  one  of  the  largest  tarpon  that  has 
ever  been  brought  to  land.  I  played  it  for  sixteen 
hours  on  end,  and  then  hitched  the  line  up  to  a  tree. 
I  played  it  again  next  day,  and  killed  it  on  the  third  ; 
of  course  it  was  impossible  to  weigh  it,  and  I  should 
not  care  to  guess  at  the  size,  but,  as  you  know,  the 
old  folks  have  a  farm  down  here,  and  we  tiled  the 
roofs  of  both  the  barn  and  homestead  with  its  scales. 
Then  there  was  enough  left  to  pave  the  side-walk 
down  to  the  hotel."  ^Dbagnet. 
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Jlssociafions,  etc. 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  (July  20),  at  8  p.m.  The  new  voting  cards 
will  be  handed  to  the  delegates  who  have  not 
already  received  them. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was  presided  over 
by  the  hon.  librarian  (Mr.  John  Dryden).  Only 
moderate  catches  resulted  from  members  fishing 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard,  carp 
fishing  in  France  (Seine-et-Oise),  had  had  good 
sport,  taking  several  fine  fish,  of  an  average  weight 
of  41b.  each.  The  next  competition,  on  Tuesday 
(July  21),  will  take  place  at  Halliford,  in  lieu  of 
Staines.  Members  to  meet  at  Waterloo  and  proceed 
to  Shepperton  by  train,  leaving  at  9.13  a.m.,  Mr. 
Gilbert,  assisted  by  Mr.  Taylor,  arranging  for  punts, 
etc.  An  exceedingly  fine  perch  was  shown  by  Mr. 
Fosbrooke,  a  young  gentleman  friend  being  the 
captor.  The  chairman  exhibited  a  specimen  of  the 
curious  Japanese  carp(  CarassiMs  Jap.), an  illustration 
of  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Oazette  last  week  ; 
also  a  strangely  attired  crab,  with  two  shells. 

Qbesham  Anqlino  Society. 

Mr.  F.  Reed  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  Mark 
Davies  took  a  nice  trout  at  Chesham  on  Saturday, 
but  the  recent  spell  of  hot  weather  has  not  been 
conducive  to  good  sport,  though  the  water  is  in 
splendid  order  with  an  excellent  stream  running. 
Mr.  Connellan  sent  a  report  from  Ireland  where 
he  is  having  fair  sport.  Mr.  Gill  had  an 
evening  on  the  Chess,  and  took  twenty-two 
brace  of  fish.  Mr.  Emery  took  some  chub 
from  the  Lea,  and  Mr.  Zerfass  a  quantity  of 
tench  from  private  water.  Mr.  Eldred  had  some 
good  sized  roach  and  dace  from  the  Kelvedon 
water,  but  the  fish  would  not  feed  on  the  bottom, 
in  spite  of  every  lure  that  was  tried.  Members 
visiting  Kelvedon  miyht  do  worse  than  include  in 
their  tackle  a  fly-rod  and  red  tags,  as  there  are 
some  fine  dace  waiting  to  be  caught.  The  late 
floods  have  cleared  the  rivers,  and,  given  favourable 
conditions,  good  roach  will  reward  the  patient 
angler. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUEY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  at  the  weekly  meeting 
on  July  15.  The  outing  to  Reedham  had  to  be 
postponed  at  the  last  moment  as  Kemp,  the  pro- 
lessional  fisherman  of  Norwich,  who  was  acting  for 
the  members,  wired  that  the  "salts"  were  up  and 
sport  hopeless.  Fortunately  "salts  "  are  unknown 
in  the  club  waters,  and  three  of  our  members  who 
visited  them  instead  of  Reedham  wore  rewarded 
with  some  nice  class  fish— Mr.  Attwood,  a  very 
pretty  tray  of  roach  and  dace,  best  fish  a  dace  13oz., 
he  also  took  a  handsome  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Rayner 
took  some  very  nice  dace  and  a  trout  IJlb.  ;  and 
Mr.  Dunn,  several  good  dace.  Messrs.  Westrup  and 
Rayner  reported  taking  numbers  of  tench  up  to 
2^1  b.  and  carp  up  to  4lb.  During  the  evening  Mr. 
Shaw  exhibited  a  handsome  tray  of  roach,  dace, 
and  chub  from  the  Kennet,  and  Mr.  Clements  some 
nice  Thames  chub.  Members  are  reminded  that 
next  Wednesday  i^  a  special  meeting,  and  that  the 
busine  s  to  be  discussed  is  of  great  importance. — 
G.  W. 

PiscATOEiAi,  Society. 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  presided  over  the  meeting 
of  Monday  at  the  Hoi  born  Restaurant.  It  was 
mentioned  that  the  Kennet  was  still  exceedingly 
high  and  fast,  the  water  coming  over  the  banks  in 
places.  The  canal  adjacent  was  running  at  the  rate 
of  three  miles  an  hour.  Reports  of  sport  in  the  big 
river  were  nil.  On  the  Lambourn  little  had  been 
done,  though  the  trout  and  grayling  were  rising  well. 
Now  that  the  committee  have  abolished  the  size 
and  number  limit  for  the  "timmies,"  members 
will  have  a  good  opportunity  of  making  big  bags  of 
this  fish  as  there  is  a  very  large  stock  in  the  society's 
water.  From  Uxbridge  came  tha  news  of  the 
capture  of  another  good  trout,  weighing  31b.  4oz., 
by  Mr.  G.  Smith,  and  it  was  stated  that  another 
email  rainbow  had  been  taken  and  returned 
in  the  fishery.  This,  with  the  one  landed  by  Mr. 
W.  G.  Fletcher,  probably  dropped  down  from  Mr. 
Lloyd's  water  above  the  High  Bridge.  Mr.  Horace 
Brown  had  a  dozen  chub  from  a  private  part  of  the 
Colne,  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Ansell  351b.  of  bream  from 
Ormesby.  Mr.  Brown  said  that  he  had  paid  a  visit 
to  the  society's  respected  president,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Fennings,  and,  despite  his  infirmities,  found  his 
pluck  prodigious.  On  the  day  of  the  annual  summer 
dinner  at  Newbury  next  Saturday,  the  25th  inst., 
guests  brought  by  members  will  be  allowed  to  fish 
the  society's  waters.  The  half-yearly  meeting  of 
the  society  takes  place  on  Monday  at  the  Hoi  born 
at  8  p.m, — Hon.  Sec. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS^ 

Inqihreb. — Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  will  supply  his 
patent  clips  to  makers  of  fly  books  and  boxes. 

Will  "Novice"  who  inquired  re  "  Flies  for  Trout 
Fishing  in  Lake "  kindly  send  us  his  address  ? 
Also  "Mona." 

S.  J.  L. — The  reported  capture  of  salmon  at 
Clacton,  referred  to  in  the  cutting  from  the  Daily 
Telegraph  which  you  send,  is  evidently  a  prmter's 
error.  The  reporter  evidently  wrote  salmon  baas, 
a  name  used  for  the  sea  bass  in  some  places,  aad 
the  printer  made  it  into  salmon,  bass,  etc. 

Miles,  Lancaster. — No  licence  is  required  for 
salmon  or  sea-trout  fishing  in  South  Harris.  Sep- 
tember is  generally  a  good  month  for  sea-trout  if 
weather  is  right. 

A.  J.  M.  B.— Will  find  a  letter  on  the  subject  in 
this  issue. 


Xettets  to  tbe  Ebitoi\ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE  BANN. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — I  have  to  thank  your  corre- 
spondent, Mr.  Gedney,  for  directing  my  attention 
to  a  small  error  that  had  inadvertently  crept  into 
my  account  of  the  Bann,  for  I  see  that  in  the  hurry 
of  writing  I  have  mixed  up  Sir  Francis  Macnaghten's 
angling  in  the  adjacent  river  Bush,  and  where  the 
fly  is  the  only  lure  allowed,  with  that  of  the  Bann 
where  baits  are  used.  I  trust  your  readers  will 
forgive  me  the  mistake. 

With  reference  to  the  rest  of  Mr.  Gedney's  letter 
it  is  to  be  hoped  for  his  own  sake  that  he  fishes  more 
carefully  than  he  reads,  or  he  would  not  have  failed 
to  notice  that  I  did  mention  very  clearly  the  evils 
wrought  by  the  eel  weirs  at  Toome  Bridge  and  the 
pollen  nets  of  Lough  Neagh.  In  my  humble  opinion 
the  eel  weirs  are  not  "  the  greatest  and  most  destruc- 
tive "  of  all  the  Bann  evils,  and  that  such  a  descrip- 
tion would  more  fittingly  be  bestowed  on  the 
poachers.  This,  however,  is  but  a  matter  of 
opinion.  The  Fishery  Board  Reports  speak  of 
"bushels"  and  "basketsful"  of  smolls  being 
destroyed  by  the  eel  weirs  at  Toome  Bridge-, 
but  Mr.  Gedney  goes  one  better,  and  asserts  that 
"  tons  "  are  massacred.  Will  he  tell  us  how  many 
tons,  and  "who  went  there  to  measure  it  ?  "  as  an 
old  stalker  once  remarked  to  me  when  I  told  him 
that  the  sun  was  ninety-six  millions  of  inQes  away. 
It  would  have  been  more  prudent,  not  to  say  more 
courteous,  had  Mr.  Gedney  waited  until  he  had 
read  all  1  had  to  say,  but  when  only  the  first  part 
of  my  Bann  letter  had  appeared  he  is  so  carried 
away  by  his  anxiety  to  "  set  mn  right "  that  he 
takes  the  unusual  course  of  rushing  into  print  to 
make  comments  on  an  unfinished  article  !  It  is 
clear  that  Mr.  Gedney's  letter  ij  written  chiefly  for 
the  purpose  of  ventilating  a  grievance  that  he 
thinks  he  has  against  the  Bann  Conservators  for 
having  ordained  that  the  rod  season  shall  close 
on  Sept.  30 :  a  very  wise  law  which  saves  the 
lives  of  many  October  fish — gravid  and  unfit  to 
place  on  any  decent  dinner  table.  Killing  black 
fish  is  a  poor  form  of  sport,  and  although  Mr. 
Gedney  complains  bitterly  of  the  pollen  nets  of 
Lough  Neagh,  which  catch  such  fish  in  October 
(though  they  are  not  openly  or  avowedly  fishing 
for  salmon),  he  then  proceeds  to  regret  his  own 
inability  to  catch  by  rod  the  self -same  description 
of  fish  out  of  the  river  from  which  Lough  Neagh 
flows. — Yours  truly,  Augustus  Grimble. 

P.S. — After  posting  you  my  letter  I  learn  that  on 
the  greater  part  of  the  Bann  the  use  of  the  shrimp 
or  prawn  is  not  permitted  until  after  twelve  o'clock 
in  the  day.  It  is  strange  that  Mr.  Gedney,  with 
his  long  experience,  does  not  seem  to  be  aware  of 
this. 


PROSECUTION  FOR  TRAILING  ON  THE 
THAMES, 

Dear  Sib,  —  Thinking  perhaps  that  my  action 
re  Conservancy  Bye-law  6  might  be  open  to  mis- 
construction I  ask  you  to  kindly  insert  this  letter. 
My  object  was  to  test  the  legality  of  see-sawing, 
and,  having  failed  in  my  contention  that  it  did  not 
come  under  the  scope  of  Bye-law  6,  I,  of  course, 
abide  by  the  result  of  that  action. 

My  contention  was  that  trolling  and  trailing 
cannot  be  done  except  with  a  dead  or  artificial 
spinning  bait.  Putting  aside  the  unnecessary  gibe 
of  Mr.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdyke  ")  that  it  is  quite 
possible,  but  cruel  and  unsportsmanlike,  to  troll  or 
trail  with  a  live  bait,  as  I  hold  that  my  whole 
angling  career  has  been  sportsmanlike  and  in  the 
interests  of  Thames  fishing,  it  being  well-known 
that  all  the  fish  caught  by  me  have  up  to  the 


present  time  been  returned  alive  with  the  exception 
of  specimen  fish  alone,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand how  the  same  trailing  or  trolling  can  be  done 
without  "  the  bait  being  drawn,"  as  stated  in  tho 
bye-law,  which  words  are  in  my  contention  part 
and  parcel  of  the  trailing  or  trolling.  Also,  if  it  be 
illegal  to  trail  or  troll  any  bait,  fly  fishing  from  a 
boat  for  trout,  or  whipping  for  chub  from  a  moving 
boat  or  canoe,  must  be  likewise  illegal. 

I  should  like  to  hear  the  opinions  of  practical 
Thames  trout  anglers  on  this  matter. — Yours  truly, 
Herbert  E.  Lukyn. 

[I  have  always  thought  that  the  Thames  Fishery 
Bye-law  prohibiting  trailing  a  bait  behind  a  boat 
was  absurd — that  is,  as  considered  from  the  point 
of  view  as  to  what  is  "  sportsmanlike."  What 
difference  is  there  in  trailing,  or  as  it  is  called  in 
Scotland  harling,  a  bait  behind  a  boat  ia  the  Thames 
and  doing  the  same  in  any  other  river  or  lake  ?  It 
is  one  of  the  commonest  modes  of  fishing  for  salmon 
and  trout,  and  adopted  by  anglers  who  would  be 
finely  indignant  if  they  were  called  "unsportsman- 
like." But  the  Thames  bye-law  was  made  to 
prevent  the  slaughter  of  small  pike,  and  as  long  aa 
it  is  in  force  there  is  always  the  chance  of  a  good 
angler  and  sportsman  like  Mr.  Lukyn  being 
pounced  upon  and  fined.  It  is  clear  the  Bench 
thought  they  must  convict  under  the  wording 
of  the  bye-law,  which  makes  it  unsafe  to  fish  in  any 
way  from  a  boat  or  punt  in  motion  on  the  Thames. 
—Ed.] 

The  following  is  the  Standard  report  of  the  case  :  — 
"  A  case  of  interest  to  Thames  anglers  was  heard  at 
the  Spelthorne  Petty  Sessions  on  Monday,  when  Mr. 
H.  Lukyn,  of  Weir  View,  Sunbury,  was  summoned 
'for  allowing  a  rod  and  line,  to  which  bait  and  a 
hook  were  attached,  to  be  trailed  or  drawn  from  a 
skiff  on  the  Thames  at  Sunbury,  on  April  27.'  Mr. 
Glenshaw  prosecuted  for  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
and  Mr.  A.  O.  Cochrane  defended.  Frederick 
Wilson,  lock  -  keeper  at  Sunbury,  said  he  saw 
the  defendant  in  a  skitf  rowing  backwards  and 
forwards  across  the  river  with  a  line  trailing 
from  the  stern.  The  witness  spoke  to  him, 
and  he  replied  that  he  was  fishing  with  'bleak' 
bait  for  trout.  The  defendant  did  not  put  back 
the  bait  into  the  water  and  ask  the  witness  to 
notice  if  it  was  spinning.  Spinning  was  possible 
with  live  bait,  and  spinning  was  proper  fishing. 
Spinning,  however,  was  from  a  fixed  point,  whilst 
trailing  was  from  a  moving  boat,  as  in  this  case. 
Mr.  Glenshaw  said  it  was  no  defence  to  say  it  was 
not  trailing,  as  the  bye-law  prohibited  'trailing  or 
drawing.'  Mr.  Cochrane  said  the  bye-law  under 
which  the  summons  was  issued  was  framed  to  put  a 
stop  to  trailing  for  jack  with  artiScial  bait.  In  thi^ 
case  the  skiff  was  only  being  steadied  against  the 
stream,  and  it  gave  the  same  motion  to  the  line  as 
would  the  swinging  of  a  moored  boat.  Henry 
Clark,  one  of  the  Thames  bailiffs,  considered  the 
fishing  legal,  and  said  it  was  impossible  to  trail  with 
live  bait  such  as  the  defendant  had.  The  Bench 
considered  it  a  case  of  unintentional  illegal  fishing 
and  imposed  a  fine  of  lOs.,  to  include  costs." 


FLIES  FOR  TROUT  FISHING  IN  LAKE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  [answer  to  "^Novice's  "  inquiry  I 
advise  him  to  give  Kennedy's  Coch-y-bondhu  Beetle 
a  trial,  although  it  is  somewhat  late  for  it  now. 
June  is  the  best  time  when,  if  the  weather  be  warm 
enough,  the  i  live  beetle  will  be  found  in  numbers 
clinging  to  the  bracken.  I  have  seen  them  in 
thousands  in  Cumberland. 

Mr.  Kennedy's  artificial  beetle  is  a  most  excellent 
imitation  of  the  insect.  I  have  had  excellent  sport 
with  it  in  June  ,and  even  in  August,  when  the  lake 
has  been  as  placid  as  a  mill  pond  and  the  sun 
blazing  hot. — Yours  truly.  Reel. 

Liverpool. 


FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL,  IRELAND. 
Deae  Sib, — A  friend  of  mine  and  myself  are 
thinking  of  spending  our  holidays  in  some  portion 
of  CO.  Donegal,  where  good  brown  and  sea  trout 
fishing,  combined  with  sea  fishing  could  be  had  at  a 
moderate  cost.  Perhaps  you  or  some  of  your 
readers  would  kindly  give  us,  from  personal  ex- 
perience, where  we  are  likely  to  find  good  sport  in 
these  conditions,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

P.  J.  O'Connor, 


PLYMOUTH  ANGLING  CLUB. 

Dear  Sib, — A  number  of  gentlemen  met  by 
invitation  on  Thursday  (July  9),  at  the  Bank-street 
Chambers,  Plymouth,  with  a  view  to  forming  an 
angling  club.  Mr.  J.  Jerritt  presided.  Apart  from 
the  fishing,  it  was  proposed  to  ask  one  of  the 
Biological  Society  lecturers  to  lecture  during  the 
winter  months.  It  was  also  proposed  to  have 
occasional  "smokers'!  and  concerts,  an  annual 
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NOW  READY.    THE  NEW  ILLUSTRATED  POCKET  GUIDE  TO 

miniature  Rifle  SDooting 

By  L.  R.  TIPPINS,  Author  of  "Modem  Rifle  Shooting.** 


200  Y 
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CONTENTS.-Mcthods  and  First  Principles;    Gallery  Cartridges;   Mid-Range  Miniature  Cartridges ■ 
Rifle  Sights;   Gallery  Rifles;    Morris  Tubes;    Breech  Adapters;    Mid-Range  Miniature 


Rifles;  Indoor  Ranges;  Outdoor  Ranges  ;  Targets;  Learning  to  Shoot;  Cleaning  the 
Rifle;  Range  Practice  ;  Miniature  Matches  and  Competitions ;  Rifle  Clubs. 


"VERY  OPPORTUNE," 

— United  Service  Gazette. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO..  Ltd. 


Fishing  Rod  and  Taclde 
'■l  k  I  Ui  IVIanufacturers, 

1,  2,  and  3,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE,  and  137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD, 


Telegraphic  Address :  "  Fisnaio,  London."  f)ND  E.  O. 


Telephone  :  1129  Central. 


THE  MOST  NATURAL  FLIES  TIED. 


The  natural  appearance  of  the  bodies  of  Flies  made  with  Celluloid  has  never 
been  so  near  perfection.    We  invite  Fly  Fishers'  inspection  of  these  Flies 


ELLULOID   BODIED    FLIES  (Patent) 


The  following  patterns  of  Trout  Flies  are  in  Stock,  and  can  be  sent 

'per  return  of  post. 


March  Brown. 
Alder. 

Blue  Winged  Olive. 
Coachman. 
Claret  Spinner. 


Orange  Quill. 
Cowdiing. 
Pale  Olive. 
Half  Stone. 
Blue  Quill. 


Red  Quill. 

Curse. 

Pale  Watery  Dun. 
Ked  Spinner. 
Medium  Olive. 


Sherry  Spinner. 
Jenny  Spinner. 
Black  Ant. 
Governor. 
Badger  Quill. 


Greenwell's  Glory. 
Black  Gnat.  » 
Dark  Olive. 
Grannom. 


Red  Ant. 
Apple  Green. 
Willow. 

Coch-y-Bondhu, 


On  Highest  Quality  Eyed  Hooks,  2/6  per  dozen. 
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.  outing,  and  competitions.  It  was  decided  that  the 
society   bo  formed  and  called  "  The  Plymouth 

I  Angling  Club."  The  following  officers  were  elected  : 
Mr.  J.  Jerritt,  hon.  secretary ;  Mr.  H.  Carnell, 
assistant  hon.  secretary ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Drake  (manager 
of  Prescott's  Bank,  Plymouth  Branch),  hon. 
treasurer  ;  and  a  committee  of  six  gentlemen.  The 
members  were  in  favour  of  the  entrance  fee  being 
fixed  at  2s.  6d.,  and  the  annual  subscription  53. 
Mr.  D.  Morrison,  of  the  firm  of  C.  and  R.  Brooks, 
fishing-tackle  manufacturers,  gave  the  meeting  his 
hearty  support,  and  promised  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  make  the  club  a  thorough  success. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Jebeitt. 


SAD  BOATING  FATALITY  AT  DEAL, 
Dear  Sib, — On  Monday  last  occurred  one  of  those 
sad  accidents  which  human  skill  and  experience 
seem  powerless  to  prevent.  The  foresail  and  mizzen 
punt  Little  Emma  was,  as  far  as  we  know,  capsized 
by  a  sudden  squall,  and  two  of  its  three  occupants, 
a  boatman  and  a  gentleman  visitor,  were  unfortu- 
nately drowned.  The  boatman,  a  young  man, 
Edward  Erridge,  has  left  a  widow  and  four  young 
children  practically  destitute.  Erridge  was,  I  am  sure, 
known  to  many  of  your  readers  who  fish  at  Deal.  I 
knew  him  well,  and  have  been  afloat  with  him  many 
times,  and  always  found  him  a  good  boatman,  steady, 
sober,  and  well-behaved,  a  man  much  liked  by  his 
mates.  I  feel  sure  that  I  shall  not  ask  in  vain  for  a 
lictle  of  your  valuable  space  to  make  known  to 
anglers  generally,  and  to  sea  anglers  in  particular, 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Fryett,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  has 
kindly  undertaken  to  raise  a  fund  on  behalf  of 
the  bereaved  widow  and  her  small  family,  they  are 
all  practically  babies  (Erridge  himself  was  only 
twenty-six  years  of  age),  and  to  ask  them  in 
memory  of  the  pleasant  outings  they  have  had  at 
Deal,  as  well  as  for  sweet  charity's  sake,  to  send 
something,  however  small  it  may  be,  to  this  most 
deserving  cause. 

The  money  which  is  likely  to  be  collected  cannot 
do  very  much  to  lighten  the  terrible  sorrow  which 
has  fallen  on  this  poor  young  woman,  but  it  may  do 
something  to  help  to  dry  the  widow's  tears,  and  any 
of  your  readers,  and  I  am  sure  there  must  be  many, 
who  will  help  in  this  good  work  should  send  their 
donations  to  Mr.  F.  Fryett  (B.S.A.S.),  The  Clarendon 
Hotel,  Deal,  and  any  gifts  sent  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will,  sir,  with  your  kind  permission,  be 
acknowledged  in  your  columns. — Yours  faithfully, 
Walmer,  July  15.  Charles  Hussey. 

P.S. — I  cannot  close  this  without  expressing  my 
admiration  of  the  way  in  which  the  Clarendon,  the 
boat  which  went  to  the  rescue  of  these  unfortunate 
men,  was  handled  by  her  skipper,  W.  Job,  and  his 
two  assistants,  his  brother,  and  young  May.  Every- 
thing that  man  could  do  to  save  all  three  was  done 
smartly  and  cleverly,  without  fuss  or  excitement, 
but  the  men  struggling  in  the  water  were  too  far 
away  when  first  seen  for  the  Clarendon,  to  do  more 
than  she  did — that  is,  to  save  one  of  the  three.  The 
one  thing  wanted,  time,  was  not  granted  to  them  ;  a 
precious  ten  minutes  more  and  all  would  have  been 
well.  I  was  on  board  the  Clarendon,  so  can  speak 
with  certainty  on  the  point,  and  to  see  these  poor 
fellows  sink,  and  thus  baulk  the  heroic  efforts  made 
to  save  them  was  an  experience  I  shall  never  forget. 

[Since  writing  the  above  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
his  worship  the  Mayor  of  Deal  has  opened  a  fund 
for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  children.  The 
treasurer  is  A.  T.  Holt,  Esq.  (manager  of  the 
National  Provincial  Bank,  Deal),  who  will  gladly 
receive  contributions. — C.  H.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  BRITTANY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
could  kindly  inform  me  whether  it  would  be  possible 
to  get  good  trout  fishing  in  Brittany  within  easy 
access  of  a  seaside  town,  where  one  could  get 
reasonable  and  decent  accommodation.  Any  in- 
formation as  to  permission  or  licence  to  fish,  special 
flies  recommended,  etc.,  would  also  be  gratefully 
received.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  David  Husteb. 

The  following  answer  appeared  in  a  recent 
number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  kindly  sent  by  Mr. 
James  Callaghan  : — 

"  Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  the  15th  ult.  you 
kindly  inserted  my  letter,  signed  '  Breton,'  solicit- 
ing information  as  above.  1  received  no  answer, 
and  observe  in  your  last  number  another  and 
similar  inquiry  is  made  by  someone  else.  Since  I 
wrote  to  you  I  have  visited  the  country  in  question, 
starting  from  St.  Malo,  and  passing  through  Dinan, 
Lamballe,  St.  Brieuc,  Guingamp,  Morlaix,  Brest, 
I^landermean,  Quimper,  Auray,  and  back  through 
the  heart  of  Brittany  vid  Pontivy,  Loudeac,  etc.,  to 
St.  Brieuc,  St.  Malo,  and  home.  My  time  being 
very  limited,  I  had  not  long  to  stay  at  any  of  these 
places ;  but  the  little  information  I  can  give  may 


interest  your  readers,  and  perhaps  induce  those 
who  have  had  more  experience  of  the  country  to 
favour  us  with  their  views.  At  Dinan  there  is,  a 
short  way  out,  a  nice  little  river,  and  I  was  told  it 
contained  trout,  but  had  not  time  to  fish  it.  At 
Guingamp,  by  driving  some  three  or  four  miles, 
there  is  fly  fishing  to  be  had,  and  apparently  a 
quantity  of  coarse  fish,  such  as  chub  and  dace,  as 
well  as  some  good  trout,  all  of  which  go  for  the  fly. 
There  is  a  chemist  (Pharmacien)  in  the  High-street, 
a  most  enthusiastic  fly  fisherman  (I  forget  his 
name),  who  was  most  obliging  in  giving  informa- 
tion. He  is  well  known  at  the  Hotel  de  France, 
Guingamp.  The  best  fishing  we  had  was  at  Lan- 
derneau,  and  we  were  made  quite  comfortable  at 
the  Hotel  Raould.  The  tide  rises  in  front  of  the 
hotel,  and  at  a  nice  walk  from  the  town  the  pretty 
little  River  EUorn  falls  into  it.  This  is,  therefore, 
a  salmon  and  sea-trout  river,  but  there  are  plenty 
of  brown  trout  as  well,  and  the  best  way  of  fishing 
it  is  to  take  train  to  les  Halles  de  Roches  (I  believe 
the  station  is  La  Roche),  from  which  you  can  fish 
the  river  up  to  Landivisian  or  down  to  Landerneau. 
I  cannot  imagine  a  prettier  little  river  to  spend  an 
evening  on  than  this,  and  there  are  plenty  of  trout 
that  rise  freely  to  the  fly.  I  am  sorry  that  time 
did  not  admit  of  exploring  the  rivers  round  Quimper 
and  Quimperle,  where,  I  am  told,  there  is  any 
amount  of  fishing  to  be  had.  The  best  time  for 
sport  with  the  fly  in  Brittany  is,  they  say,  April 
and  May,  or,  latest,  beginning  of  June.  After  that 
there  is  not  so  much  water  in  the  rivers,  and  I 
found  such  to  be  the  case  as  I  went  along  in  July. 
I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  saying  that 
Brittany  is  a  charming  country,  well  worthy  of  a 
visit,  affording  much  attraction  to  the  cyclist, 
angler,  and  sportsman  generally.  I  should  imagine 
there  was  any  amount  of  shooting  to  be  had,  in  the 
proper  season,  and  this  is  indicated  by  the  number 
of  sporting  dogs__one  meets  with  everywhere." 


FISHING  NEAR  CRICCIETH. 

Dear  Sib, — la  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  Alder  "  and  others,  I  beg  to  say  that  there  is  fair 
trout  fishing,  and  a  chance  of  small  salmon  and 
sea-trout  after  floods,  on  the  small  river  which  runs 
from  Dolbenmain  Garn  to  Criccieth  into  the  sea 
at  the  village  of  Criccieth.  Besides  the  river  at 
Criccieth  there  are  adjacent  streams  easily  reached 
by  rail  near  Port  Madoc  and  Maentwrog.  Also  the 
Glasdyn  river  below  Bont  Aberglaslyn.  There  is 
also  Lake  Cwym  Strathlyn,  six  miles  from  Criccieth. 
From  now  to  the  end  of  the  season  should  be  the 
best  time  of  the  season  owing  to  the  run  of  sea- 
trout  and  salmon.  I  have  no  doubt  very  good 
sea  fishing  may  be  obtained  from  a  boat,  and  you 
need  a  boatman  on  account  of  tides  and  currents. 
Any  further  information  I  shall  be  glad  to  give. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Henry  Whitty. 

15,  Basnet-street,  Liverpool. 


FISHING  NEAR  LUDLOW. 
Dear  Sib, — My  friend  and  I  intend  visiting 
Ludlow  about  the  middle  of  next  month  for  trout 
and  coarse  fishing.  Can  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  if  fishing  on  the  Teme  is  free,  or  if  not,  can  we 
get  tickets  there  ?  as  we  do  not  mind  paying  for 
our  fishing.  Should  also  be  glad  to  know  what  flies 
are  best  for  trout  in  the  Teme. — Yours  faithfully. 

Red  Ant. 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  RIVER  BANN. 

Deab  Sib, — Referring  to  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble's 
article  in  your  issue  of  July  4,  I  have  to  thank  Mr. 
Grimble  for  his  friendly  notice  of  this  hotel  and 
angling  centre  in  this  and  previous  number.  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  Mr.  Grimble  has  over-estimated 
the  weekly  cost  of  hotel  and  angling  expenses  here. 
The  actual  cost  per  week  is  as  follows : — Hotel 
board  per  week  (seven  days),  £2  lOs.  ;  boat  and 
man  at  53.  per  day,  £1  153.  ;  boatman's  lunch, 
including  stout  or  beer,  at  23.  per  day,  143. ;  weekly 
ticket,  which  includes  lower  and  upper  water  above 
Portna  Fall,  £1  Is.    Total,  £6. 

The  daily  charge  for  angler's  board  is  9s.,  and  the 
daily  ticket  on  upper  water  is  2s.  6d.  per  day,  or 
7s.  weekly.  At  £6  per  week,  or,  say,  £26  per 
month,  there  is  a  considerable  difference  between 
Mr.  Grimble's  estimate  of  £59  1  43.  as  the  cost  of  a 
month's  fishing,  after  allowing  the  liberal  sum  of 
£10  for  travelling  expenses  and  £5  for  sundries. 
Salmon  or  trout  fishing  here  at  present  is  good. 

I  enclose  card  of  hotel  tariff,  which  any  of  your 
readers  can  have  on  application. — Yours  truly. 

Mercer's  Hotel,  A.  W.  Maheb, 

Kilrea,  co.  Derry.  Manageress. 

METHODS  OF  ROD  MAKING. 

Deab  Sib, — Our  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
advertisement  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of 
July  11,  "Fishing-rod  maker  seeks  re-engagement," 


in  which  a  reference  is  made  by  the  advertiser  to 
what  he  calls  "  Hardy's  method  "  of  rod  making. 

The  advertiser  hns  never  been  in  our  employment, 
and  we  may  add  th  vt  "  our  method  "  requires  that 
a  rod  should  pass  tiirough  the  hands  of  at  least  a 
dozen  skilled  operatives,  each  doing  a  different 
part. — Yours  faithfully,         Haedy  Beothebs. 

TO  "DULL"  VARNISH. 

Deah  Sib, — If  Mr.  John  Hunt  wants  a  dull 
varnish  he  should  use  any  ordinary  varnish,  and 
when  it  has  dried  nice  and  hard  he  should  get  a 
little  ground  pumice-stone  powder  and  rub  it  over  the 
bright  face  of  the  varnish  with  a  soft  piece  of  rag 
until  it  is  of  the  required  dulness. — Yours  faithfully, 

Waltondale,  Peecy  Wadham. 

Newport,  Isle  of  Wight, 

DULL  VARNISH  FOR  RODS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
John  Hunt,  a  dull  varnish  is  a  difficult  thing  to 
make ;  but  we  paint  rods  a  dark  green  with  a  paint 
mixed  with  no  oil,  which  in  the  trade  is  called 
•'flatting."  This  dries  out  without  a  gloss.  Any 
painter  would  mix  a  little  for  him.  It  is  quite  dull 
when  dry. — Yours  truly,  Heaedee  &  Son. 

195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth. 

EXPENSIVE  FLEES! 

Sib, — I  was  informed  not  long  since  by  a  lady 
that  she  once  had  a  gentleman  boarding  with  her 
who  had  a  most  beautiful  collection  of  salmon  flies. 
Some  of  them  were  worth  £2,  £3,  and  £4  apiece, 
and  she  would  judge  his  fly-book  must  have  been 
worth  £200  or  £300.  They  were  most  beautiful 
colours  ;  but  then  he  fished  in  the  hig  rivers  in 
Scotland,  she  said.  It  struck  me  that  those  flies 
would  make  a  big  splosh,  and  require  a  big  river. — 
Yours  truly,  Daetmoob. 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  EDINBURGH. 

Dear  Sir, — The  coarse  fishing  round  Edinburgh 
is  not  up  to  much,  but  if  "  Englishman  "  will  kindly 
call  here  or  write  me  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him 
all  particulars. — Yours  faithfully,    R.  Tdrnbull. 

10  &  12,  Hanover-street, 
Edinburgh. 


GOOD  SALMON  FISHING  IN  BELGIUM, 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  it  would  interest  your  readers 
to  know  that  there  are  this  year  an  extraordinary 
number  of  salmon  in  the  Meuse  and  in  one  of  its 
tributaries  the  Ourthe.  The  best  hotel  keeper  at  a 
place  called  Vise,  not  very  far  from  here,  tells  me 
that  hundreds  of  fishermen  go  there  every  Saturday 
and  Sunday.  Fishing  is  free.  Five  fish  were  hauled 
up  the  other  day  at  one  wind  up  of  an  ordinary 
wind-up  square  net.  They  are  being  caught  on 
rod  and  line  every  day  there,  and  their  appliances 
are  by  no  means  Hardy's  or  Little's.  Five  were 
caught  with  the  worm  about  twelve  miles  from 
here  in  one  afternoon  by  one  man  below  a  weir  at 
Chauxtre  on  the  Ourthe.  I  am  bold  enough  to 
volunteer  this  information  as  I  know  how  desirable 
good  cheap  salmon  fishing  is.  Pension  at  Vise 
about  5s.  per  day. 

I  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  help  and  give  informa- 
tion to  anyone  on  receipt  of  stamp  for  reply. — Yours 
sincerely,  A.  Caffeeatu. 

Avenue  du  Marteau,  5, 
Spa,  Belgium. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  A  POND. 

Dear  Sie, — Can  your  readers  give  me  a  little 
assistance  in  the  matter  of  bottom  trout  fishing  ? 
I  have  permission,  with  several  anglers,  to  fish  in 
mill  dam,  but  we  are  almost  invariably  unsuccess- 
ful, and  we  are  not  all  novices.  We  have  tried 
gentles,  caddis,  worms,  paste,  fly,  and  minnows, 
but  the  result  has  been  very  disappointing.  The 
water  is  fairly  clear,  with  a  muddy  bottom.  The 
difficulty  seems  to  be  to  discover  what  they  feed 
upon  and  the  times  when  they  take  their  meals. 
I  was  fishing  in  the  pond  a  fortnight  ago,  with 
three  others,  who  had  been  all  day,  and  none  of 
us  caught  anything. — Yours  truly,  N.  N. 


FRESH-WATER  FISHING  IN  CANADA, 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you 
would  allow  me  to  direct  some  questions  to  those 
of  your  readers  who  may  have  a  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  fishing  in  Canadian  fresh  water,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  during 
autumn:  (1)  Are  there  any  other  fish  besides  bass 
in  season  then  ?  (2)  What  are  the  best  flies  for 
bass — are  spoons  or  minnows  of  any  use  ?  Thank- 
ing you  in  anticipation. — Yours  faithfully, 

E.  J.  BOAKE. 


FISHING  ON  THE  CUMBERLAND  ESK. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  could 
give  me    through  the  columns  of  your  valuable 
paper,  mformation  as  to  what  fishing  can  be  obtained 
n^^"^           Ravenglass  in  August.— Yours 
faithfully,    p  ^  Cbofts. 

TO  PRESERVE  MINNOWS  FOR  SPINNING. 

T  a  constant  reader  of  your  valuable  paper 

I  noticed  an  article  in  it  entitled  "  Scented  Baits 
for  Fish,  and  "R.  B.M."  refers  to  fish  not  hking 
the  minnow  when  preserved  in  formalin.  I  must 
say  i  have  used  minnows  preserved  in  formalin 
many  a  time  and  taken  many  a  good  basket  of  trout 
in  the  Nith,  but.  as  "  R.  B.  M."  says,  trout  will  not 
come  a  second  time  at  formalin-preserved  minnows 
1  can  put  that  gentleman  at  ease  by  giving  him  a 
better  method  than  steeping  his  minnows  in  salt 
and  water,  and  one  which  I  have  proved  to  be 
successful.  My  method  of  preserving  minnows  is 
this:  put  one  tab lespoonful  of  formalin,  also  one 
tablespoonful  of  glycerine  into  one  pint  of  water, 
and  seal  bott  e  till  required.  I  have  killed  trout 
after  coming  the  third  time  with  minnows  preserved 
this  way.-Youre  truly.  h.  Hunter, 

o7.  High-street,  Sanquhar 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


nothing,  his  reason  for  this  being  that  having 
exhausted  all  the  sprats  in  the  dish  on  his  first 
lines,  he  had  to  use  those  taken  from  the  bottom  of 
the  "Prawng,"  and  that  she  had  been  freshly 
tarred  about  ten  days  before,  and  that  the  fish  got 
the  "  taste  of  the  tar  "  and  would  not  look  at  his 
baits.  I  wonder  if  anyone  has  ever  caught  a 
conger-eel  on  a  bait  preserved  in  formalin  '  My 
experience  is  that  to  catch  those  gentlemen  your 
baits  cannot  be  too  fresh. 

I  am  firmly  convinced  that  fish  do  perceive  the 
difference  in  preserved  baits,  and  unless  they  are 
hungry  they  will  reject  those  preserved  in  formalin 
—Yours  truly.  The  Irish  Mallard. 


July  18,  1903 


DISEASE  AMONG  ROACH— BLOODWORMS- 
FISH  HATCHING. 


FISHING  AT  BOGNOR. 
Dear  Sir,— It  may  interest  some  readers  of  the 
-ttahmg  Gazette  to  know  that  they  may  get  some 
good  sport  at  Bognor.    This  is  not,  I  think,  con- 
sidered a  fishing  place,  but  I  have  been  out  twice 
this  week,  with  good  results.    Another  angler  and 
myself  were  out  this  afternoon  for  about  three 
hours,  with  the  result  of  four-and-a-half  score  (and 
baiting  our  own  hooks)— principally  rock  whiting 
a  few  sea  bream  about  fib.  each,  and  a  tench  of  21d' 
Anglers  will  obtain  information  from  "  Captain  '' 
Gray,  on  Aldwick  Beach,  proprietor  of  the  bathing 
huts,  and  good  accommodation  at  the  Ship  Inn 
Aldwick.  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the  beach  I 
think  this  may  be  useful  to  anglers,  as  I  see  so 
many  people  come  here  with  their  families  and  take 
a  hut  for  a  time,  and  a  little  sport  would  break  the 
monotony  of  playing  with  the  children  on  the  sands 
—Yours  obediently,     J.  Brookbank  (B.S.A  S  ) 
July  11. 


"SCENTED  BAITS  FOR  FISH." 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  quite  of  your  opinion  as  regards 
the  power  of  fish  to  discriminate  between  baits 
preserved  in  formalin  and  fresh  or  salt  baits. 

In  1900,  when  at  Oughterard  (co.  Galway)  I 
procured  a  large  can  of  live  minnows,  as  well  as  a 
bottleful  of  minnows  preserved  in  formalin.  These 
I  took  across  the  lake  to  Mount  Gable  Hotel 
Clonbur,  from  which  hotel  I  purposed  fishing  Lough 
Mask.  On  the  way  over  some  of  the  minnows  died 
and  having  nothing  else  handy  I  placed  them  in  a 
bottle  with  some  whiskey. 

The  result  was  as  follows  :  Very  few  fish  killed  on 
those  cured  in  formalin;  good  sport  on  the  fresh 
minnows ;  but  the  best  of  all  on  those  steeped  in 
whiskey.  Both  the  trout  and  pike  seemed  to  prefer 
the  latter,  showing  that  fish  even  like  the  smell  of 
the  "hard  stuff,"  though  naturally  teetotalers. 

The  whiskey,  being  under- proof,  did  not  preserve 
the  fish  for  long,  and  after  two  hot  days  or  so  they 
became  soft  and  hard  to  manage,  yet  even  in  this 
condition  they  killed  better  than  the  others. 

My  idea,  therefore,  is  that  if  baits— such  as 
minnows,  mountain  trout,  dace,  etc. — were  placed 
in  strong  spirit,  say,  63°  over-proof  (equal  to  about 
90  per  cent,  of  pure  alcohol),  that  they  would  keep 
their  colour,  and  prove  better  than  those  preserved 
in  formalin.  It  might  perhaps  be  a  good  plan  to 
try  some  slightly  salted  before  being  placed  in  the 
spirit.  Perhaps  some  angler  who  has  time  at  his 
disposal  would  try  this  plan,  and  kindly  report  on  it 
m  due  course.  If  there  were  any  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing this  strong  spirit,  I  could  put  anyone  in  the 
way  of  getting  it. 

Again,  when  sea  fishing  in  the  south  of  Ireland, 
in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  a  friend  gave  a 
good  trial  to  sprats  preserved  in  formalin,  and  we 
proved  beyond  doubt  that  fresh  or  salt  sprats  were 
far  better  killing  baits. 

One  day  many  years  ago.  as  well  as  I  remember 
m  the  summer  of  1877,  a  professional  long-line 
fisherman  went  up  to  the  head  of  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  river  Barrow  in  Ireland,  below  the  village 
of  St.  Mullins,  taking  as  bait  mud  or  summer 
sprats,  as  they  are  locally  called,  freshly  caught  the 
same  morning  Some  of  these  he  placed  in  a 
galvanised  iron  dish,  the  rest  in  the  bottom  of  hia 
boat  (a  "Prawng,"  built  on  the  Norwegian  style, 
and  much  used  for  salmon  net  and  long-line  fishing 
on  the  rivers  Suir  and  Barrow).  His  lines  had  each 
seventy  to  eighty  hooks,  and  the  first  two  that  he 
shot  were  baited  with  the  sprats  taken  from  the 
dish,  and  he  was  rewarded  with  heavy  hauls  of 
eels  and  some  trout.    After  that  he  practically  did 


.<  w^"^  ^^«sTON,  —  Your  correspondent, 

"  W.  E.,'  IS  I  am  afraid  unduly  pessimistic.  He 
argues  that  because  the  roach  in  a  pond  supplied 
by  Thames  water,  at  a  level  much  above  the  river 
Itself,  are  fungoid,  the  fish  in  the  Thames  must 
suffer  from  fungus  also.    This  does  not  in  any  way 
follow,  because,  reading  his  letter,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  fish  in  this  pond,  to  which  he  refers,  are 
affected  locally.    Without  an  actual  inspection  of  a 
water  it  is  impossible  to  give  anything  like  a  definite 
opinion  on  such  a  case  as  that  specified  by  "  W.  E  " 
but  it  appears  to  me,  taking  it  locally,  that  the  out- 
break may  be  due  to  four  causes.    The  fish  may  be 
overcrowded.    They  may  be  underfed.    The  pond 
may  not  be  sufficiently  shaded  by  aquatic  weeds 
and  fungus  has  followed  as  an  inevitable  con- 
sequence; or,  taking  the  last  supposition  that 
can  be  given,  a  fish  has  been  wounded  and  contracted 
fungus,  and  has  communicated  it  to  his  fellows. 
To  assert  that  the  water  is  the  cause  of  the  outbreak 
IS  altogether  wrong,  because  at  the  present  moment 
1  have  a  number  of  rainbow  trout  alevins  under 
my  hands.    These  have  been  hatched  in  and  are 
now  in  London  in  Thames  water,   and  are  as 
healthy  a  lot  as  any  pisciculturist  could  possibly 
desire.    '-W.  E."  should  therefore,  in  giving  the 
details  of  a  case  of  his  kind,  state  the  area  of  the 
water,  its  depth,  the  amount  of  its  aquatic  vegeta- 
tion, and  the  approximate  number  of  its  fish.  I 
think  if  he  goes  into  these  matters  closely  he  "will 
find  that  the  fault,  like  charity,  begins  at  home. 

While  I  am  writing  I  should  like  to  deal  with 
the  last  two  letters;  of  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov 
It  appears  to   me  that  His  Excellency  and  I 
are  aiming  at    the  same    point    from  different 
roads.    He  probably  refers  to  the  larvse  of  one 
of   the  Russian    mosquitoes.     I    know  nothing 
of    millimetre    measure,   but    here  Plumicornis 
in  the  larval  state,  goes  to  fin.,  and  that  not 
infrequently.     At  the  beginning  of  the  year  I 
was  called  in  by  the  Government  to  advise  on  the 
best  means  of  cleaning  the  lake  in  St,  James's  Park 
froni  Its  weed  growths,  and  there  I  found  in  the 
black  mud  quantities  of  Plumicornis  larvae  of  the 
size  I  have  specified.    But  apart  from  this  I  offer 
the  Baron  my  very  sincere  apology  for  my  unfor- 
tunate reference  to  the  pulling  of  a  wheelbarrow  by 
a  locomotive.    In  u«ing  the  simile,  I  had  in  my 
mind  the  extreme  difficulty  of  inducing  Lea  roach 
to  bite  at  a  single  hook  and  the  impossibility  of  so 
doing  with  a  double  hook.    His  Excellency  must 
rernember  that  here  our  rivers  are  metropolitanised, 
and  the  fish  are  correspondingly  cute.    Lastly  1 
have  a  word  for  yourself,  Mr.  Editor.    I  am  sur- 
prised   to    see    that  you    are    still  advocating 
Lunds    boxes.    All    that    that   wonderful  and 
cumberous    apparatus    can    accomplish    can  be 
done  equally  successfully  by  a  twopenny  wicker 
hamper.     I  vainly  imagined  that  we  had  killed 
that    fetish    of    pisciculture  twenty    odd  years 
ago,   but  I  regret  to  find  that  the  missionary 
efforts  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  those  who  sit  in 
darkness,  which  were  inaugurated  by  Arthur  Butler 
of  Reading,  with  other  good  men,  by  Walter  Relson,' 
of  Oxford,  with  myself  as  his  assistant,  have  not 
borne  such  good  fruit  as  we  could  have  hoped  for 

from  such  a  friend  to  pisciculture  as  yourself  

Yours  truly.  q.  E.  Simms" 

[Mr.  Simms  can  hatch  his  eggs  in  a  hamper  or  in 
his  hat  if  he  likes,  but  the  idea  is  stUl  Lund's,  and 
boxes  as  used  in  Sweden  are  doubtless  best  for 
dealing  with  large  quantities.  A  properly  made 
Lund  box  costs  only  a  few  shillings  and  will  last  for 
years. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sib,— I  shall  be  extremely  obliged  by 
being  mformed  where  in  England  or  Scotland  I  can 
have  good  trout  fishing  in  August  free  or  a  little  to 
pay,  and  hotel  not  exceeding,  say,  £3  3s.  per  week 
Having  caught  only  3oz.  and  4oz.  trout,  I  am 
anxious  to  catch  a  large  one,— Yov(rs  faithfully. 

Sprat. 


FISHING  IN  JAMAICA. 
Dear  Sir,— Since  my  return  from  Jamaica  in 
the  early  part  of  this  year,  and  since  my  delivery 
of  some  forty  lectures  in  the  principal  towns  of  the 
kingdom  on  that  island,  I  have  been  inundated 
with  questions,  amongst  which  is  always.  "What 
sport  13  there  to  be  had  with  the  rod  in  Jamaica  ?"" 
In  view  of  the  number  of  these  questions,  and  in 
view  of  the  interest  in  angling  in  Jamaica  which 
my  lectures  have  aroused,  I  venture  to  ask  you  to 
fand  space  in  your  valuable  paper  for  this  letter,  ia 
which  I  attempt  to  give  some  information. 

In  the  lower  reaches  of  nearly  all  the  Jamaican 
rivers  a  variety  of  fish  is  to  be  found  in  abundance 
—great  fish  running  to  over  a  hundred  pounds  in 
weight,  calhpeva,  snook  snapper,  jack,  and  up 
the  hills  in  the  eddies  by  the  waterfalls,  mountain 
mullet,  but  these  latter  fish  run  small  like  trout, 
and,  finally,  that  king  of  fish  the  high-leaping 
tarpon.  All  these  fish  are  killed  on  quite  light 
tackle,  on  a  good  stiff  pike  rod,  or,  better  still  a 
Mahseer  rod,  with  no  lead— nothing  between  the 
mouth  of  the  fish  and  the  tip  of  the  rod  to  spoil  the 
play  ;  the  bait— a  small  fish,  something  like  our 
dace,  ahve,  if  possible,  "  lipped  "  on  to  a  fairly 
large  hook,  and  allowed  to  run  out  with  the  stream 
to  a  distance  of  some  thirty  yards. 

Another  capital  way  to  angle  for  all  these  estuary 
fish  IS  to  spin  for  them  out  of  a  slowly  drifting  boat 
(you  won't  be  prosecuted  for  trailing,  for  you  can 
trail  if  you  like,  and  a  very  killing  method  it  is  too, 
whether  your  bait  is  alive  or  dead,  natural  or  arti- 
ficial) with  a  dead  natural  bait  on  a  spinning  trace. 
The  reel  should  be  a  large  multiplier  capable  of 
taking  not  less  than  two  hundred  yards  of  line,  for 
a  tarpon  will  dash  away  with  a  hundred  yards  of 
line  at  one  I  rush,  or,  what  ia  not  nearly  so  nice, 
will  come  towards  you  that  distance,  leaving  a  lot 
of  slack  line  to  be  rapidly  reeled  in,  and  a  slack  line 
so  often  means  a  parting  between  the  angler  and 
his  fish.   Tarpon  and  the  other  fish  I  have  mentioned 
are  to  be  found  in  the  estuaries  of  practically  all 
the  rivers  (perhaps  the  Rio  Grand  at  St.  Margaret's 
Bay  IS  the  best;,  also  in  the  waters  around  the 
Bogue  Islands,  Montego  Bay  (where  only  a  short 
time  agofour  tarpon  weretaken  inone  day,  their  com- 
bined weight  being  3461b.),  and  also  off  iPort  Royal 
And  what  do  you  pay  for  all  this  ?    Nothing  ' 
You  must  fish  from  a  boat— for  very  often  you 
must  go  with  your  fish— and  you  can  go  anywhere 
in  your  boat,  fish  for  anything  you  like,  and  you  can 
keep  all  you  catch,  no  restrictions,  no  association 
ticket,  etc.,  the  only  outlay— the  cost  of  man  and 
boat— a  mere  trifle.    Of  one  thing  be  very  careful. 
If  you  hook  a  tarpon,  and  you  know  immediately 
when  you  do— for  the  first  thing  a  tarpon  does  when 
hooked  is  to  jump  high  out  of  the  water  and  shake 
his  head  as  a  dog  would  worrying  a  rat  —  don't, 
whatever  you  do,  touch  your  line,  or  let  it  run 
through  your  fingers,  because  the  force  and  speed 
with  which  that  line  will  be  taken  out  will  probablv 
nearly  cut  that  finger  off,  and  this  applies  to  all 
these  estuary  fish,  but  probably  in  a  leaser  degree 
than  to  the  tarpon. 

If  you  shoot  at  all  take  a  shot  gun  with  you,  for 
wildfowl,  doves,  and  pigeons  abound.  There  are 
also  partridge  and  quail,  whilst  in  the  winter  the 
island  18  regularly  visited  by  large  flocks  of  ducks 
of  several  varieties.  The  close  season  is  from  the 
end  of  March  to  the  end  of  July. 

Crocodile  hunting  too  affords  rare  sport.  The 
kindly  and  hospitable  landowners  will  always  give 
you  a  day's  shooting,  and  you  will  probably  have 
been  but  a  short  time  on  the  island  before  you  find 
yourself  the  guest  of  one  of  the  planters. 

Then  there  is  good  golf  to  be  had  ;  there  are  fine 
links  in  Kingston,  also  at  Mandeville,  and  new 
links  have  lately  been  laid  out  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Constant  Spring  Hotel— the  finest  hotel  in  the 
West  Indies— some  six  miles  out  of  Kingston. 
There  is  also  a  very  good  hotel  in  Kingston  itself—^ 
the  Myrtle  Bank. 

Although  there  is  no  other  place  in  the  world 
which  is  so  peculiarly  an  all-the-year-round  place, 
by  reason  of  its  equable  temperature,  the  best 
time  to  visit  Jamaica  is  from  November  to  April. 
As  to  the  means  of  getting  there,  the  quickest  and 
most  direct  way  is  from  Bristol  by  the  "  Imperial 
Direct"  route — thirteen  days. 

As  to  "  kit,"  avoid  linen,  and  wear  white,  grey, 
or  other  light-coloured  flannel,  which  allows  free 
passage  to  the  cutaneous  evaporation  of  heat  from 
the  body,  and  let  your  head-gear  be  a  pith  helmet, 
or  a  Panama  or  "  Ippi-appa  "  hat.  Now  I  hope 
that  this  outline  of  information  may  prove  useful 
to  those  who  "  want  to  know."  Should  any  of  your 
readers  require  any  further  information  about 
J amaica,  where,  by  the  way,  the  roads  are  especially 
adapted  to  cycling,  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  them  any 
in  my  power. — Yours  truly. 

„,    .        ,  W.  J.  P.  Benson, 

81,  Appach-road.  Brixton  Hill. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORi 


Capture  of  a  RArsTBOW  Trout  in  London.; 

On  Thursday  last  Lord  Denbigh  sent  up  for  me 
to  see  a  perfectly  lovely  rainbow  trout  which  he 
caught  the  previous  evening  in  the  Buckingham 
Palace  lake.  The  fish  was  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition, quite  plump,  in  fact,  weighed  nearly 
lOoz.,  and  was  about  llin.  in  length.  It  was 
caught  by  Lord  Denbigh  on  a  small "  Black  Hackle 
fiy,  and  fought  most  gamely.  If  the  other  rainbows 
have  done  as  well  as  this  the  Royal  Family  will 
have  some  good  sport  I  imagine  it  is  the  first 
trout  ever  caught  with  the  fly  in  the  middle  of 
London. 

The  Fly  Fishers'  Glub; 
Mr.  C.  A.  M.  Skues,  Secretary  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Glub,  was  the  recipient,  on  July  16,  of  a  handsome 
silver  timepiece  and  a  canteen  of  cutlery,  the 
gift  of  some  of  the  members  as  a  mark  of  their 
appreciation  of  his  services.  Mr.  Skues  is  about 
to  enter  into  the  serene  waters  of  the  matrimonial 
sea,  and  I  am  sure  all  who  know  him  will  join  in 
heartiest  good  wishes.- 

Funds  of  the  T.A.P.Sj  getting  into  Low 
Water? 

From  the  Daily  Telegraph's  interesting  column 
.  on  angling,  entitled,  "  By  Lake,  River,  and  Sea,"  I 
am  sorry  to  see  that  the  last  statement  of  accounts 
laid  before  the  committee  showed  that  there  was 
only  a  balance  of  about  £50  at  the  bank.  The 
writer  goes  on  to  say : — 

'•  It  does  not  seem  as  if  London  anglers  were 
fully  aUve  either  to  the  good  work  done  by  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  or  to  the 
value  to  London  and  to  themselves  of  the  City 
fisheries.  There  is  probably  no  town  in  Europe 
which  provides  for  its  citizens  such  a  splendid 
length  of  free  angling  water  as  London,  and  we  are 
firmly  convinced  that  nothing  would  tend  to  a 


better  appreciation  of  the  Thames,  its  fish,  and  its 
beauties  than  the  amalgamation  we  have  outUned, 
which  would  place  the  management  of  the  river  in 
the  hands  of  a  committee  responsible  to  something 
like  seven  or  eight  thousand  enthusiastic  fishermen. 
At  the  same  time,  the  lower  Thames  will  never  be 
managed  on  more  economical  and  businesslike  lines 
than  at  present,  for  the  whole  of  the  work  is  done 
by  honorary  officials,  a  fact  which  is  no  doubt 
keenly  appreciated  by  the  subscribers.  It  is 
remarkable  what  good  fishing  the  Thames  has  been 
yielding  since  the  great  June  flood." 

The  amalgamation  referred  to  by  the  writer  in 
the  Daily  Telegraph  is  thus  suggested,  outlined  by 
him : — 

"  There  have  been  many  unseemly  wrangles,  not 
only  of  late,  but  for  a  considerable  period,  between 
certain  officials  of  the  Central  Association  of 
Anglers  and  the  Anglers'  Association  of  London. 
This  is  not  as  it  should  be.  and  is  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  Izaak  Walton's  teachings.  Though  the 
methods  of  the  great  master  are  not  entirely 
accepted  to-day,  for  angUng,  like  most  other 
mundane  matters,  has  progressed  somewhat  since 
'  Charles  was  King,'  Walton's  view  that  all  anglers 
are  good  fellows,  and  that  all  men  should  love  one 
another— particularly  if  anglers— will  probably  be 
held  to  be  sound  doctrine  for  all  time.  The  bicker 
ings  to  which  we  have  alluded  are  much  resented 
by  the  great  majority  of  the  members  of  both 
associations,  and  the  feeUng  is  spreading  that  the 
time  has  come  when  an  efl'ort  should  be  made  to 
put  an  end  to  them,  and  unite  these  two  important 
bodies  into  one  great  cohesive  whole,  which,  among 
other  things,  might  very  conveniently  take  over 
the  work  of,  and  amalgamate  with,  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society.  The  title  of  such  a 
comprehensive  body,  which  is  always  a  matter  of 
importance,  might,  for  instance,  be  the  London  and 
Home  Counties  Anglers'  Association.  It  would 
take  under  its  protection  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  Lea  and  the  whole  of  the  Thames  up,  at  any 
rate,  to  Staines,  where  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City 
ends.  The  rivers  in  question  could  be  far  better 
preserved  and  stocked  if  in  the  hands  of  such  an 
influential  and  representative  body  as  we  have 
sketched  out  than  under  present  conditions.'' 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  unite  the  two 
London  associations,  but  they  have  never  had  the 
least  chance  of  success,  and  the  chance  of  their  ever 
uniting  and  taking  over  the  work  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  is,  I  fear,  rather 
remote. 

In  the  first  place,  quite  a  small  proportion  ot  the 
members  fish  the  Thames  at  all;  it  is  not  good 
enough  compared  with  their  own  and  other  private 
waters  which  they  can  fish.  Secondly,  they  know 
perfectly  well  that  money  spent  by  them  in  restock- 
ing and  protecting  the  Thames  will  be  chiefly  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  can  pay  for  punt  and  man 
and  liberal  ground-baitmg,  which  their  members 
cannot  afiord.  Until  these  two  patent  objections 
are  removed  all  suggestions  are  vain. 

The  only  practical  suggestion  ever  made  for  the 
real  improvement  and  protection  of  the  fishing  in 
the  Thames  was  that  of  a  rod  tax,  made  by  the 
late  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  and  the  way  the  suggestion 
was  received  by  Thames  anglers  soon  proved  to 
Mr.  Wheeldon  that  his  rod  tax  was  a  fairly  hopeless 
proposal. 

What  are  the.  Alternatives  ? 

It  will  be  said,  if  Thames  anglers  will  not  support 
the  Thames  AngUng  Preservation  Society,  and  will 
not  pay  a  rod  tax,  what  is  to  become  of  the  fishmg 
when  the  T.  A.P.S.  dies  ?  Well,  the  fishmg  wiU  die 
too,  when  the  poachers  have  worked  then-  will.  We 
cannot  expect  the  committee  and  hon.  sec.  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  as  well  as 
give  their  services  gratuitously.  ■,,■01 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  T.A.P.S.  and  give  some  extracts  from 
it  in  another  column.  What  is  at  the  root  of  this 
want  of  support  of  the  T.A.P.S.  ?  I  fear  that  a 
great  deal  of  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  Thames  fish- 
ing is  so  upset  by  the  river  traffic  that  the  game  is 
not  worth  the  candle.  What  becomes  of  the 
"  tons"  of  fine  fish  put  into  the  river  ?  It  is  quite 
certain  that  "tons"  of  fish  over  the  limit  in  size 
are  not  taken  out  by  anglers.  Thames  fishing  below 
Staines  seems  to  result  chiefly  in  the  capture  of 
dozens  of  small  fry ;  it  is  the  exception  rather  than 
the  rule  to  hear  of  a  good  take  in  the  summer  or 
autumn.: 


The  Late  Mr.  Henry  Hodgson. 
Last  week  I  was  sorry  to  have  to  record  the  death 
of  an  old  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  Mr. 
Henry  Hodgson,  of  C^lrrarevagh,  Oughterard.  Mr. 
Hodgson  took  the  greatest  interest  in  angUng  and 
in  the  improvement  of  fi.sheries,  and  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Galway  Board  of  Conservators,  held  at  the 
Court  House,  Galway,  on  Saturday,  July  11,  Mr. 
T.  G.  p.  Hallett  in  the  chair,  the  following  resolution 
was  proposed  by  the  chainnan,  seconded  by  Mr. 
S.  B.  Doig,  and  unanimously  carried : — "  That  this 
Board  of  Conservators  wishes  to  record  its  sense  of 
the  loss  it  has  suffered  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry 
Hodgson,  of  Currarcvagh.  Mr.  Hodgson  was  the 
oldest  ex-officio  member  of  the  Board,  and  always 
took  a  leading  part  in  its  proceedings.  His  position 
as  a  large  fishery  proprietor  and  his  residence  on  the 
shore  of  Lough  Corrib  gave  him  a  strong  interest  in 
fishery  matters  and  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
upper  waters  of  his  district.  He  took  the  initiative 
in  promoting  the  inquiry  in  1895  into  the  state  of 
the  fisheries  of  Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask,  which 
resulted  in  the  aboUtion  of  cross-Unes  on  Lough 
Mask,  and  the  information  disclosed  by  that  inquiry 
formed  the  basis  on  which  this  Board  promoted  the 
further  inquiry  of  1898  that  resulted  in  the  aboU- 
tion of  cross-lines  on  Lough  Corrib.  He  was  the 
primary  organiser  and  former  honorary  secretary  of 
the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association,  which  has  for  its 
object  the  protection  and  development  of  the 
fisiiing  interests  of  the  lake,  including  the  better 
employment  of  the  lake  fishermen.  The  Board 
would  also  express  its  true  sympathy  with  ^Irs. 
Hodgson  in  her  sad  and  irreparable  loss."- 

Messrs.  Bernard's  ." Triumph"  Reel.- 
For  some  time  I  have  been  using  with  great 
satisfaction  a  reel  called  the  "  Triumph,"  made  by 
Messrs.  J.  Bernard  &  Son,  of  45,  .Jermyn-street, 
who  inform  me  that  the  very  strong  and  light 
material  of  which  it  is  made  will  "not  rust  or 
corrode  like  aluminium ;  it  is  Ughter  than  brass 


or  gun-metal,  and  equally  as  strong.'-  A  3in. 
"Triumph"-  weighs  5oz.,  as  agamst  lOoz.  for  a 
3in  ordinary  bronze,  and  in  same  proportion  for 
other  sizes.  It  is  a  handsome,  weU-made  reel ;  the 
2im.  size  is  17s.  6d.,  2im.,  19s.  6d.,  and  3in.,  21s.. 
fitted  with  bars  round  spmdle  for  quick  wmdmg.; 

Lord  Bandon  abandons  the  Lbe,  co;  Cork,- 
The  Cork  Constitution  has  a  leading  article  in  its 
issue  of  July  20  from  which  I  regret  to  see  that 
Lord  Bandon.  Uke  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Robert 
Dunscombe,  has  been  obUged  to  resign  the  chair- 
manship of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  River 
Lee  on  account  of  the  apathy  of  the  riparian  pro- 
prietors. According  to  our  contemporary,  "the 
Lee  as  a  salmon  river  seems  now  in  a  fair  way  to 
be  doomed.'-' 

Nightingales  at  Lake  Vtrnwy. 
In  referring  to  having  heard  and  seen  the  night- 
ingale at  Lake  Vymwy  last  week,  I  certainly  made 
a  mistake  in  calUng  the  breast  white.  I  should 
have  said  Ught-breasted.  It  is  a  great  many  years 
since  I  saw  the  nightmgale  frequently  when  at 
Bonn  but  my  recollection  of  it  is  that  of  a  bird  with 
browA  back  and  a  Ught  breast— almost  a  dirty 
white  I  asked  a  friend  who  sees  many  of  them  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  he  said  the  bird  was  aU  brown, 
perhaps  a  Uttle  Ughter  on  the  breast.  The^  I 
showed  him  the  coloured  picture  of  the  mghtingale 
in  Swaysland-s  "  FamiUar  Wild  Birds,"  and  he  said 
that  it  was  much  too  Ught  in  the  colour  ot  the 
breast.  If  the  birds  we  heard  were  not  mght- 
ingales.  I  never  heard  any  bird-song  so  Uke  it. 
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Fine  take  op  Roach  at  Chbistchurch,  Hants 
Mr;  E.  J.'  Walker,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
writing  from  the  King's  Arms  Hotel,  Ghristchurch, 
Hants,  says : — 

"  Dear  Mb.  Masston,— I  have  just  had  a  grand 
day  here  in  the  hotel  water,  and  the  proprietor 
would  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  you  mentioned  it. 
They  can't  get  on  without  you  in  these  out  of  the 
way  fishing  places. 

"  My  take  was  not  what  I  used  to  have,  but  I 
had  eight  roach,  llflb.,  largest  21b.  plump,  several 
chub,  and  a  dace  12oz. — Yours  truly, 

"E.  J,  Walker.'I 

Why  not  Import  live  Trout  Food. 

Mr.  Peter  Alison,  writing  to  me  from  Redditch, 
says : — 

"  Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  very 
excellent  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  published 
on  Saturday  last.  The  illustrations  are  grand,  the 
articles  most  entertaining.  The  sight  of  those  New 
Zealand  trout,  and  the  note  by  yourself  as  regards 
the  food  these  fish  must  get,  suggests  to  my  mind 
that  we  might  get  to  know  what  their  food  consists 
of,  and  import  some  of  it  over  here  if  practicable." 

I  fear  the  chief  food  of  the  New  Zealand  trout 
is  small  native  fish,  which  would  be  difficult  to 
import  into  this  country,  and  probably  their  food 
would  also  want  importing.  But  I  should  like  to 
hear  what  Mr.  Rutherford,  of  the  Otago  Acclimatisa- 
tion Society,  thinks  of  the  suggestion.  The  food  of 
fish  question  ought  to  keep  pace  with  the  planting 
of  trout  and  other  fish. 


Line  Dressing — Hat  Lining. 

A  correspondent  says  :— "  In  the  hoUday  number 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  you  have  a  par  about 
Burberry's  waterproof  and  fishing  Unes.  I  have 
for  a  long  time  used  Theaker's  (Nottingham) 
plaited  silk  lines  dressed  with  Szerelmy's  water- 
proofing for  boots.-  It  seems  to  last  uncommonly 
well,  and  to  stand  sea  water.  You  will  find 
Szerelmy's  address  in  P.O.  Directory.  Also  you 
mention  red  lining  to  helmets  as  cutting  off  certain 
rays  from  the  sun.  A  doctor  told  me  the  other 
day  that  a  yellow  lining  to  helmets  and  yellow 
underclothing  on  the  spine  would  utterly  destroy 
the  blue  rays,  which  are  the  ones  that  do  the 
mischief,  and  that  this  was  a  sure  preventative 
against  sunstroke.'' 

I  believe  that  red  or  ruby  colour  is  as  good  as 
yellow ;  both  are  used  by  photographers  for  exclud- 
ing certain  rays.;  R.  B.  Marston. 
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INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLINGj 
By  Augustus  Gbimble, 
Author  of    The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,22  etoj 

THE  ERNE,  COUNTY  DONEGAL. 

This  "clear-watered,  many-famed,  ever-roaring, 
parti-coloured,  bellowing,  in  salmon  abounding, 
beautiful  old  torrent,"  as  it  is  described  by  a  Duke 
of  Leinster,  who  wrote  in  the  days  of  liing  Dermot 
Macmorough  (a  contemporary  of  our  Edward  the 
Second),  issues  from  the  large  lake  of  Gowla,  in 
county  Longford,  and  after  a  course  of  some  seventy 
miles,  in  which  it  drains  1688  square  miles  of  every 
description  of  country,  falls  into  Donegal  Bay  and 
the  Atlantic  at  the  well-known  town  of  Ballyshannon. 
Its  tributaries  are  numberless,  some  of  them  flowing 
from  lakes  of  a  considerable  size,  and  altogether 
their  total  length  is  Uttle  short  of  400  miles.  On 
leaving  Lough  Gowla,  the  river  flows  for  ten  miles 
through  county  Cavan,  and  passing  through  Lough 
Oughter,  which  receives  on  its  north-east  shore  the 
large  tributary  of  the  Annalee,  forty-two  miles  in 
length,  the  Erne,  after  a  further  run  of  about  another 
ten  miles,  shortly  after  passing  Belturbet,  enters 
coimty  Fermanagh,  and  expands  into  Upper  Lough 
Erne,  which  here  on  the  west  shore  receives  the 
Woodford  river,  of  eighteen  miles  in  length,  and 
carrying  the  overflow  from  Lough  Garradice  and 
several  minor  lakes,  while  on  the  east  shore  the 
waters  of  the  Finn  tributary  (thirty-one  miles)  fall  in 

The  upper  lake,  which  covers  9278  acres,  is 
thirteen  miles  in  length,  and  is  thickly  studded  with 


islands  and  mdented  with  countless  bays,  while  in 
no  part  is  it  very  deep.  Indeed,  this  lake  is  prac- 
tically a  network  of  lagoons,  with  low,  swampy 
shores  into  which  flows  the  drainage  of  a  vast 
extent  of  country.  Near  the  north  end,  on  the 
east  side,  the  Cole  brook  (thirty-five  miles)  and  the 
Tempo  (sixteen  miles)  unite  at  Maguire's  Bridge  to 
add  their  waters  to  the  lake  a  little  lower  down. 
On  the  opposite  shore  the  Arney  (twenty-three  miles) 
falls  in  to  the  west  of  where  the  Erne  quits  the  upper 
lake.  In  rainy  seasons  so  large  was  the  mass  of 
water  thus  gathered  together  that  some  20,000 
acres  were  submerged  for  months  at  a  time,  and  it 
was  with  the  object  of  doing  away  with  this  flooding 
that  the  drainage  works,  so  mucii  abused  by  anglers, 
were  constructed  at  a  great  outlay. 

Naturally  the  dredging  operations  while  the  work 
was  in  progress  made  the  river  below  so  dirty  as 
almost  entirely  to  spoil  the  angUng  for  the  time 
being,  while  even  now,  when  all  is  finished  and  in 
working  order,  there  is  but  small  doubt  that  the 
salmon  have  suffered  by  the  operations.  It  is  still 
doubtful  if  the  fish-passes  at  Belleek  offer  a  suffi- 
ciently easy  and  continuous  means  of  ascent ;  then 
when  the  sluice-gates  are  opened  after  rains  the 
water  above  them  suddenly  alternates  from  high  to 
low,  a  fluctuation  which,  if  it  comes  when  the  fish 
are  on  the  spawning  beds,  gives  the  poacher  only 
too  good  an  opportunity,  or  even  the  beds  may  be 
left  high  and  dry.  The  drainage  works  also  did 
away  with  Eel  Weir  HiU,  formerly  one  of  the  best 
salmon  Ues  in  the  United  Kingdom,  for  it  always 
swarmed  with  fish  and  was  close  on  a  mile  in  length. 
On  leaving  the  upper  lake,  the  Erne  flows  on  to 
Enniskillen,  where  it  enters  the  lower  lough.  Here, 
too,  there  are  sluice-gates  in  connection  with  the 
drainage  works,  and  on  their  proper  regulation  by 
the  man  in  charge  depends  a  great  deal  of  the  Erne 
sport,  for  if  these  gates  are  shut  down  tightly  until 
the  water  reaches  a  certain  height  at  Enniskillen 
and  then  suddenly  opened  wide,  a  big  flood  is  caused 
in  the  river  for  a  few  hours  ;  then  the  gates  are  closed 
and  the  river  is  at  once  lowered,  and  if  this  occurs 
frequently  it  is  clear  that  salmon  cannot  settle 
down  in  the  pools.  This  lower  lake  covers  28,000 
acres  and  is  twenty-four  miles  in  length,  and  much 
grander  and  deeper  than  the  upper  one,  but  also 
thickly  dotted  vtdth  islands. 

To  the  west  of  Enniskillen  the  Sillees  (thirty-three 
miles)  falls  in,  while  the  Ballanamallard  (sixteen 
miles),  the  Kesh  (eleven  miles),  and  the  Termon 
(thirteen  miles)  fall  in  on  the  north  shores.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Dromon,  the  Sillees,  and  the 
Finn,  all  the  other  many  tributaries  afford  splendid 
spawning  grounds.  Ten  miles  to  the  west  of  Pettigo, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Termon,  Hes  Belleek,  and  four 
miles  lower  down  comes  BaUyshannon.  Between 
these  two  places  are  the  whole  of  the  Erne  angUngs, 
and  at  one  of  them  the  angler  will  have  to  stay,  the 
hotels  at  either  place  being  equally  good.  As  for 
the  angUng  on  lower  Lough  Erne,  it  is  entirely  free, 
but  fishers  do  not  go  to  it  solely  for  salmon ;  of 
course  they  catch  them  if  they  can,  but  the  lake  is 
more  famous  for  its  May  Fly  season,  with  its  heavy 
trout,  and  even  in  these  degenerate  days  a  lucky 
fisher  might  find  himself  fast  in  a  20-pounder.  One 
of  301b.  is  told  of  as  holding  the  record.  The  lake 
holds  salmon,  bull  trout,  sea-trout,  brown  trout, 
pike,  perch,  pollen,  bream,  rudd  (misnamed  roach 
by  the  natives),  stickleback,  and  lampern,  called 
"  nine  eyes."  Thus  when  the  spinning  baits  are  at 
work,  no  one  can  tell  what  they  may  lay  hold  of. 
Between  Belleek  and  the  Assaroe  Falls  at  Bally- 
shannon the  Erne  drops  150ft.,  so  that  the  streams 
are  rapid  with  the  pools  between  them  long  and 
deep,  while  yet  moving  with  that  pleasant  pace 
which  makes  casting  them  a  joy. 

Having  briefly  described  the  leading  features  of 
this  far-famed  river,  I  will  now  deal  with  the  sport 
it  offers.  In  about  1866  the  netting  and  the  angUng 
were  purchased  for  a  large  sum  by  Mr.  R.  L.  Moore, 
of  Molenan,  Lough  Derg.  The  nets  were  worked 
below  the  Assaroe  Falls,  while  the  four  miles  up  to 
Belleek  were  reserved  entirely  for  the  rod.  Here 
are  the  present  rules,  and  for  any  further  information 
anglers  should  apply  to  Thomas  Bruen,  head  baiUff, 
Cliff,  Belleek. 

Anghng   begins  at  Ballyshannon  Bridge  and 
extends  upwards. 

Each  rod  to  pay  £4  per  week.  He  may  retain 
two  fish  each  week,  all  others  to  be  sent  the  same 
day  to  the  fishery  office. 

The  permission  authorises  one  salmon  rod  only 
to  be  fished  at  one  time. 


The  ijcrmission  is  not  transferable; 

Boats  are  provided  at  certain  parts  of  the  river, 
those  using  them  to  pay  the  boatmen; 

Each  angler  must  be  accompanied  by  an  atten- 
dant, who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  proprietor  and 
told  off  to  attend  him  by  the  head  bailiff. 

No  attendant  to  retain  a  J' throw"  during  his 
gentleman's  absence. 

Salmon  rod  Ucences,  20s.,  must  be  taken  out  in  the 
Ballyshannon  district. 

Artificial  fly  only  to  be  used; 

The  rods  begin  to  fish  on  May  20  and  continue  to 
Sept.  30  ;  nets  commence  on  May  1  and  come  off 
on  Aug.  19.  Wading  trousers  are  indispensable, 
but  though  the  wading  is  often  deep,  it  is  generally 
good.  Rod,  17ft.  to  18ft.,  no  gaff  to  be  used  after 
Sept.  1.  Dark  days,  with  a  west\vind  and  water  of 
medium  height,  are  the  best,  but  how  long  the  river 
remains  in  order  depends  on  the  opening  of  the 
sluice-gates  at  Enniskillen  and  Belleek.  Salmon 
average  151b.,  grilse  8|lb.,  while  there  is  no  sea-trout 
angUng  worth  mentioning. 

The  brown  trout  fishing  is  distinctly  very  good, 
and  for  it  there  is  a  charge  of  20s.  for  six  days,  10s. 
for  three  days,  and  4s.  a  day.  No  salmon  pools 
may  be  fished  by  the  trouters,  and  salmon  flies  may 
not  be  used  by  them.  There  are  sixty-seven  named 
pools  or  "  throws,"  as  they  are  called,  so  it  will  be 
seen  there  is  no  lack  of  space.  The  Erne  flies  are 
smalUsh,  Ughtly  but  gaudily  winged,  hardly  any 
hackle,  very  spare  bodies,  yellow  being  the  favourite 
colour.  The  Green  Parson,  Black  SiSc,  Orange  and 
Grouse,  Claret  and  OUve,  Claret  and  Jay,  Pink  and 
Orange  are  all  favourites  which  the  angler  may 
speedily  transfer  to  his  fly-book  by  paying  Rogan 
at  Ballyshannon  a  visit. 

Here  are  the  rod  takes  of  recent  times  made  by 
from  eight  to  ten  rods  fishing  in  each  month  for  the 
four  months  of  the  season  : — 


1881, 
1882. 
1883. 
1884. 
1885. 
1886. 
1887. 
1888, 
1889. 
1890. 


Bods.  Fish. 
53  904 


41 

42 
43 
46 
28 
34 
34 
36 
40 


539 
803 
444 
800 
502 
419 
530 
163 
392 


1891  . 
1892. 
1893. 
1894. 
1895. 
1896. 
1897. 
1898. 
1899. 
1900. 


Rods.  Fish. 
45  442 


37 
45 
46 
46 
63 
49 
43 
33 
55 


408 
308 
610 
263 
343 
291 
213 
149 
286 


The  cream  of  the  Erne  season  is  from  the  middle 
of  June  to  the  middle  of  August.  In  the  great  year 
of  1881  nine  rods,  in  an  average  of  six  weeks  each, 
had  between  them  no  less  than: 489  fish.  In  1883, 
Mr.  E.  P.  Bates  made  a  record  score  of  114  fish  in 
five  weeks,  weight  11001b.,  in  which  there  was  one 
splendid  fellow  of  521b.  Coming  to  quite  recent 
times,  in  1896,  Mr.  J.  G.  Vokins  had  twenty-eight 
in  three  weeks  ;  Sir  Henry  B.  Robertson,  thirty- 
three  in  four  weeks.  In  1897,  Mr.  J.  M.  Pike  had 
fifty-seven  in  sixteen  weeks,  with  one  of  361b. 
amongst  them,  and  Sir  Henry  Robertson  had 
eighteen  in  three  weeks.  In  1900  he  had  twenty- 
four  in  three  weeks  ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Pike,  thirty-one  in 
four  weeks ;  Mr.  A.  Marf,  twenty-three  in  four 
weeks. 

(To  he  continued.) 


TO   EEIN'S  ISLE. 

(Concluded  from  page  37.) 


The  next  day,  Sunday,  we  arranged  for  a  long 
drive  to  Clonbur,  thence  through  that  part  of  Conne- 
mara  known  as  Joyce's  Country,  and  so  on  to 
Leenane,  situated  on  the  shores  of  Killary  Bay.  I 
am  sure  it  would  interest  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  to  make  more  than  a  passing  allusion  to  this. 
We  started  from  BalUnrobe  about  10.30  a.m.,  our 
first  stopping  place  being  Clonbur,  where  we  had 
arranged  to  have  a  fresh  horse  to  do  the  major 
portion  of  the  journey.  There  was  not  anything  on  . 
the  road  to  call  for  special  remark.  Soon  after 
twelve  we  reached  Clonbur,  and  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  where  we  eUcited  a  few  par- 
ticulars from  Mr.  Joyce,  the  proprietor.  Visitors  to 
Ireland  on  angUng  bent  wiU  often  overlook  the  fact 
that  in  the  majority  of  cases  there  is  the  expense  of 
cars  and  boats,  etc.,  to  be  added  to  the  hotel  bill,  and 
this  forms  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  expenses 
of  the  trip.  At  Mount  Gable  Mr.  Joyce  makes  an 
inclusive  charge  of  £5  a  week,  which  at  least  has  the 
merit  of  putting  you  in  possession  of  the  knowledge 
of  what  your  expenses  are  likely  to  be.    Whilst  rest- 
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ing  here  for  awhile  from  the  heat  of  the  sun  and 
\j.  refreshing  ourselves  somewhat,  we  were  shown 
some  fish  caught  the  previous  day  on  Corrib,  among 
them  being  a  ferox  of  81b.,  an  ugly-looking  cus- 
'  tomer.  At  that  time  of  the  year  most  of  the  fish 
are  caught  either  dapping  or  trolling.  The  baits 
mostly  used,  and  which,  as  on  Mask,  prove  most 
successful,  are  Brown  Devons,  Gold  Devons,  Blue 
Phantoms,  and  Brown  Phantoms.  In  the  case  of 
the  Phantoms  they  will  have  them  with  the  under 
side  gilt ;  those  with  silver  belly  they  will  have  none 
of.  The  size  is  much  smaller  than  you  would 
expect  to  use  in  such  a  lake  and  when  after  such 
large  fish  ;  but  I  suppose  that  years  of  experience 
has  taught  them  which  are  the  best  baits  and  sizes. 
In  very  few  instances  are  the  baits  used  larger  than 
2in.  or  2T}in.  The  Corrib,  Uke  Mask,  is  reputed  to 
hold  some  very  large  pike,  but  here  as  at  other 
places  I  foimd  on  inquiry  that  comparatively  few 
anglers  go  over  specially  to  fish  for  them  after  the 
close  of  the  trout  season.  This  surprises  me,  for  I 
feel  sure  that  a  visit  to  either  lake  for  this  express 
purpose  would  well  repay  the  angler. 

Now,  however,  our  fresh  horse  is  put  to,  and  we 
must  get  on,  for  we  have  still  some  fourteen  miles 
to  go  before  reaching  Leenane.  Soon  we  reach 
Kilbride  Bridge  (still  known  as  Kilbride  Ferry), 
across  Lough  Mask,  and  on  our  right  we  see  a  white 
building.  This  is  Kilbride  Lodge,  the  home  of  one 
Pat  Summerville,  who  takes  in  and  does  for  anglers 
in  good  style.  It  has  the  great  merit  of  being  right 
on  the  water,  and  you  can  form  a  better  opinion  as 
to  when  to  start  your  fishing  for  the  day  in  addition 
to  doing  away  with  the  necessity  of  a  car  drive. 
For  each  of  these  places  mentioned — Cong,  Clonbur, 
and  Kilbride — Ballinrobe  is  the  nearest  railway 
station,  although  there  is  an  alternative  route — by 
going  to  Galway,  and  thence  by  steamer  to  Cong. 
Leaving  Kilbride  Bridge,  the  road  skirts  along  the 
shores  of  Lough  Mask  for  some  distance,  and  shortly 
we  are  driving  between  the  Connemara  mountains 
in  all  their  rugged  grandeur.  Our  driver  asks 
cautiously  if  we  would  like  to  taste  the  "rale  potheen," 
and  after  consultation  we  decide  to  do  so  ;  conse- 
quently, after  some  mile  or  so  has  been  traversed  he 
pulls  up  at  a  cabin  and  gets  a  pail  of  water  from  an 
adjacent  brook  for  his  horse.  This  ostensibly  is  the 
object  of  stopping,  but  we  soon  discover  that  he  has 
other  fish  to  fry.  Coming  out  from  the  cabin,  he 
beckons  us  in,  and  we  are  greeted  by  the  good 
people  in  a  half  suspicious  manner  ;  but  some  little 
conversation  by  the  driver  in  the  native  tongue 
smooths  the  way,  and  the  hostess,  after  having 
almost  concealed  her  features  in  the  folds  of  a 
shawl,  departs  on  her  mission.  Something  under 
ten  minutes  elapses  ere  she  makes  her  appearance 
in  the  apartment  where  we  are  seated  in  curious 
expectancy.  Never  shall  I  forget  the  expression  of 
pride  on  her  features  as  from  the  ample  folds  of  her 
shawl  she  drew  forth  a  bottle  containing  a  colour- 
less liquid,  exclaiming  as  she  placed  it  on  the  table, 
"  There's  the  rale  potheen  for  yez  now."  I  will  not 
attempt  to  praise  its  quaUties  or  give  any  descrip- 
tion of  this  beverage,  more  than  to  say  I  firmly 
beUeve  it  to  be  as  pure  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it. 

This  incident  closed,  we  resume  our  journey, 
meeting  plenty  of  people  on  the  road  who  are  i-e- 
turning  from  Mass,  some  of  whom  have  walked  as 
far  as  nine  miles  to  chapel,  and  of  course  have  to 
return  the  same  distance.  It  is  curious  that  most 
of  the  young  women  are  barefooted ;  they  can 
walk  much  further  so.  Here  we  encounter  a  man 
and  wife  on  horseback,  the  man  in  front  and  the 
woman  sitting  behind  him — a  frequent  method  of 
locomotion  in  these  parts.  Soon  we  are  driving 
along  the  shores  of  Lough  Nafooey,  reputed  to  hold 
the  largest  pike  in  all  Ireland,  and  on  which  I 
beUeve  there  are  two  boats.  At  the  extreme  end  of 
the  lake  the  road  winds  round  and  uphill,  and  we 
alight  and  walk  across  the  hillside  to  meet  the  car 
higher  up,  to  rest  the  horse,  and  to  see  the  Falls  of 
Nafooey,  which  here  at  the  summit  of  the  road 
come  tumbling  down  into  the  ravine.  We  could 
form  a  very  good  idea  of  what  they  would  be  like 
in  rainy  weather,  but  just  at  present  they  look 
rather  insignificant.  Looking  upwards  at  the 
mountain  sides,  all  deep  scarred  and  furrowed  with 
rivulets  which  gleam  in  the  sunshine  Uke  threads  of 
silver  on  the  mountain's  brow,  it  is  easy  to  under- 
stand the  enormous  mass  of  water  the  falls  are 
called  upon  to  convey  through  this  narrow  channel. 
Towards  four  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Leenane,  and 
one  is  immediately  struck  with  its  clean,  comfortable, 
prosperous  appearance,  compared  with  the  average 


place  in  Ireland  of  Uke  size.  As  wc  turn  the  comoi^ 
of  the  road  we  come  in  full  view  of  Killary  Bay,  a 
splendid  anchorage,  as  evidenced  by  the  presence 
of  eight  of  H.M.  ships  peacefully  riding  at  anchor, 
and  also  famous  for  its  pollack  fishing,  which  just 
now  is  in  full  swing  here.  There  are  three  hotels 
here,  but  the  chief  one  is  McKeown's  Leenane  Hotel, 
and  although  we  only  stayed  here  long  enough  to 
have  some  lunch,  we  had  plenty  of  evidence  that  it 
was  replete  with  every  comfort  that  an  angler 
requires.  This  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  places  in 
Ireland  for  sea-trout.  The  river  Errive,  which  used 
to  be  fished  formerly  from  here,  and  which  was 
accounted  one  of  the  best  of  salmon  rivers,  is  now 
in  private  hands.  At  the  time  "  Hi  Regan  "  wrote 
his  book  it  was  fishable  by  day  tickets,  as  he  says,  at 
a  charge  of  7s.  6d.  per  day. 

The  season  here  is  generally  understood  to  com- 
mence for  sea-trout,  for  which  it  is  famed,  on  July 
15.  The  fishing  consists  of  lakes  and  some  two 
miles  of  river.  The  lakes  are  various  distances  from 
the  hotel,  which  seems  to  be  the  usual  thing  in  Ire- 
land. The  charges  at  McKeown's  Hotel  are  8s.  a 
day,  or  50s.  a  week,  in  the  off  season,  namely, 
between  Sept.  16  and  July  14.  From  July  15  to 
Sept.  15  the  charge  is  £3  3s.  per  week.  For  the 
fishing  10s.  a  day  covers  the  cost  of  fishing,  boat, 
and  boatman,  or  15s.  a  day  if  two  fish  from  the  one 
boat.  The  brown  trout  fishing  around  here  is  free. 
There  are  many  places  of  interest  wliich  can  be 
visited  from  here,  notably  Kylemore  Pass,  Castle 
and  Lake,  some  eight  miles  off  ;  whilst  the  sea 
fishing  in  Killary  Bay,  consisting  of  sea-trout  (when 
running),  whiting,  mackerel,  poUack,  and  plaice, 
form  another  attraction  of  this  most  charming 
place.  The  sea-trout  not  being  up  at  the  time  of 
our  visit,  we  only  stayed  long  enough  to  find  out  all 
particulars  for  future  reference  from  the  proprietor, 
Mr.  R.  H.  McKeown.  Maam  Cross  Station, 
M.  G.  W.  Railway,  is  the  nearest,  and  is  twelve  miles 
off,  but  the  usual  route  from  DubUn  is  either  CUfden 
or  Westport,  each  of  which  are  some  twenty  odd 
miles  from  Leenane.  There  is  a  public  car  service 
running  from  June  1  to  Sept.  30,  the  cars  meeting 
the  train  at  Westport  and  CUfden  which  leaves 
DubUn  (Broadstone  Station)  at  7  a.m.  By  this 
means  you  arrive  at  Leenane  the  same  day  at  about 
6  p.m.  Returning  from  Leenane,  we  pass  through 
the  town,  and  the  driver  points  out  another  small 
hotel.  King's,  and  also  informed  us  that  there  was 
still  another  named  Tynan's.  I  inquired  where  this 
was,  and  he  told  me  that  as  we  turned  the  bend  in 
the  road  I  would  see  a  house  whitewashed  blue, 
and  that's  it,  says  he.  There  is  another  way  to 
return,  and  although  it  is  about  four  miles  further, 
we  decide  to  get  as  much  variety  as  possible  ; 
accordingly  we  take  the  road  that  passes  through 
Maam  and  runs  alongside  Corrib  for  a  good  distance. 

There  is  a  very  nice  quiet  Uttle  hotel  at  Maam, 
evidently  a  private  residence  converted  to  this  use. 
Here  we  call  a  halt  and  order  some  tea,  etc.,  which 
is  very  nicely  served  and  very  good.  There  is  a 
river  running  parallel  with  the  road  in  front  of  the 
house,  and  which  in  the  season  affords  good  fishing. 
This  runs  into  Corrib,  and  some  mile  or  so  away  is 
Kirke  Castle,  surrounded  by  the  waters  of  Corrib, 
which  place  has  a  certain  reputation  for  salmon 
fishing.  Night  is  approaching,  so  we  make  the  best 
of  our  way  back,  contenting  ourselves  with  the  fine 
views  obtained  of  numerous  islands  on  Corrib, 
which  seem  to  invite  one  to  fish  round  them.  At 
length  we  reach  BalUnrobe  soon  after  midnight, 
having  thoroughly  enjoyed  our  long  drive  of  over 
sixty  miles  through  some  of  the  grandest  scenery 
that  Ireland  affords. 

To  sum  up,  the  best  points  from  which  to  fish 
Lough  Mask  are  Kilbride,  Clonbur,  Cong,  and 
Ballinrobe,  and  of  these  I  think  the  last  as  good  as 
any  for  the  fly  fisherman.  The  best  portions  are 
Aughnish  Bay,  Round  Bay,  Ballygarry,  and  the 
numerous  other  bays  in  the  north  and  north-east 
portion,  while  the  weather  sides  of  all  islands  should 
be  carefully  fished.  In  addition  there  are  the 
several  reefs  in  the  open  water,  all  of  which  yield 
fish  in  almost  any  weather,  although  they  do  not 
run  so  large  on  the  average  as  those  in  the  bays. 
The  rod  I  would  strongly  recommend  is  a  10ft.  6in. 
greenheart  or  spUt  cane,  not  too  stiff,  and  as  it  is 
seldom  necessary  to  throw  a  long  Une,  ten  to  twelve 
yards  being  ample,  a  double-handed  rod  is  an 
abomination  in  a  boat.  The  fish  this  year  seemed 
to  have  acquired  the  habit  so  aptly  described  by 
Mr.  Carter  Platts  in  a  former  number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  as  the  "  runaway  knock,'-  for  on  some  days 


it  was  positively  irritating  the  number  of  "  knocks  " 
one  would  get  without  hooking  the  fish.    What  the 
remedy  is  for  this  I  have  yet  to  find  out,  for  although 
I  tried  the  finest  gut  cast  and  small  river  flies  the 
same  thing  happened.    Among  the  best  flies  to  use 
are  Claret  and  Mallard  (Ught  and  dark),  Olive  and 
Mallard,  Golden  Olive,  Fiery  Brown,  Claret  and 
Teal,  Red  and  Teal,  Orange  Grouse,  March  Brown, 
Red  Rail,  Green  Rail,  Orange  Rail,  and  the  hackle 
flies    before   mentioned.    These   should   be  red, 
yellow,  claret,  and  black  bodies,  ^dth  hackles  to 
match  as  near  as  possible,  tail  a  few  sprigs  of  tijjpet 
and  silver  or  gold  oval  ribbing.    The  tinsel  should 
be  put  on  sparingly.    The  best  sizes  are  for  the  firtit 
eight  patterns.  No.  8,  10,  and  12  Limerick,  for  the 
Rails  No.  10,  and  for  the  hackled  flies  Nos.  10  and 
12.  If  the  May  Fly  is  on  the  water,  it  is  advisable  to 
have  some  artificials  both  hackled  and  winged,  and 
the  best  position  for  them  is  as  top  dropper.  With 
a  rod  such  as  I  have  mentioned  one  can  fish  all  day 
long  without  fatigue.    Never  cast  a  longer  line  than 
you  can  comfortably  fish,  and  when  drawing  your 
flies  back  to  you  keep  the  top  dropper  just  skim- 
ming the  surface.    The  rate  at  which  this  should 
be  done  will  of  course  depend  on  the  pace  at  which 
the  boat  is  drifting.    If  the  wind  is  light  it  is  well 
not  to  commence  drawing  your  flies  back  imme- 
diately the  cast  is  made,  especially  if  using  the 
larger  sizes.    If  there  is  anything  about  which  any 
of  my  readers  wish  for  further  information,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  supply  it  if  possible,  and  to  all  those  who 
visit  Lough  Mask  I  wish  them  tight  Unes. 

E.  F.  Goodwin. 


DEY  FLY  FISHING  IN  BKIEF. 
By  P.  Wit.: 

(Continued  from  page  34.) 

CHAPTER  L— continued. 

To  Join  Cast  to  Reel  Line. 

After  threading  Une  through  rod  rings,  pass  tip 
of  Une,  which  we  will  caU  A,  downwards  through 
loop  on  thick  end  of  east ;  then  take  A  once  round 
the  loop,  or  the  single  gut  just  above  it,  and  in  com- 
pletuig  the  circle  pass  A  upwards  between  the  Une 
and  the  gut ;  then  pull  on  the  reel  Une  an  inch  or 
two  higher  up,  and  the  fastening  draws  quite  tight, 
but  is  easily  unpicked.  It  is  a  common  fault  to  tie 
a  single  knot  on  A,  the  idea  being  to  ensure  extra 
safety,  but  this  is  a  mistake,  and  quite  unnecessary. 
The  proper  fastening  will  never  sUp  or  draw  even  if 
pulled  until  a  smash  occurs.  AVhen  finished  A 
should  project  nearly  an  inch  beyond  the  fastening, 
so  that  on  windy  days  M'hen  the  cast  is  bloAvn  against 
it  A  will  generally  bend  over,  letting  the  cast  go 
forward  free  ;  but  if  only  a  very  short  A  projects,  it 
is  too  stiff  to  bend  over,  and  when  part  of  the  cast 
catches  up  on  it  a  tangle  results.  A  single  knot  tied 
on  A  often  produces  the  same  sort  of  tangle. 

To  Join  Trout  Gut  Together. 

Where  the  ends  to  be  joined  are  anything  Uke 
equal  in  thickness  lay  them  closely  side  by  side 
thus — 

  A 

B  

and,  holding  the  double  thickness  together,  tie  them 
as  though  they  were  one  strand  in  a  single  knot. 
Make  the  knot  double  instead  of  single  when  the 
gut  is  extra  thick  by  bringing  the  ends  twice  through 
the  centre  instead  of  once.  Before  pulUng  the  knot 
tight  work  up  the  short  ends  A  and  B  as  short  as 
possible,  in  order  not  to  waste  the  gut,  and  cut  oft" 
the  superfluous  points  after  drawing  the  knot  tight. 
To  join  very  thin  gut  to  stouter,  tie  a  smaU  loop  at 
one  end  of  the  very  fine,  and  attach  the  stout  in  the 
same  way  as  you  would  fasten  the  point  of  the  reel 
Une  to  the  loop  of  the  cast,  except  that  in  the 
present  case  you  leave  as  Uttle  end  as  possible  to 
project  beyond  the  knot.  The  Fishing  Gazette.  Nov. 
8,  1902,  page  336,  gives  some  very  clear  sketches  of 
A  1  "  knots  for  fishing  purposes "  by  Mr.  ^&sil 
Hardy.  All  gut  should  be  well  soaked  in  cold 
water  before  it  is  used,  otherwise  it  will  Ue  in  curls 
instead  of  straight,  and  •will  break  at  any  knot  tied 
in  it.  Stained  gut  shows  less  in  water  than  gut  of 
the  natural  colour.  Buy  gut  ready  stained.  Cold 
tea  gives  a  good  shade,  and  is  handy  and  simple  to 
use,  but  some  say  it  makes  gut  brittle. 

If  you  are  fishing  with  flies  mounted  on  gut,  and 
are  in  a  hurry  to  get  the  curl  out  of  the  latter,  A^  hich 
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perhaps  has  been  for  some  time  coiled  up  in  your 
tly  book,  and  therefore  does  not  straighten  out 
j-eadily  when  damped  and  pulled  through  your  hand, 
then  make  use  of  the  following  dodge  : — Pull  the  gut 
through  a  fold  made  in  your  tobacco  pouch  a  few 
times,  and  it  will  come  out  as  straight  as  a  wire,  but 
b3  careful  not  to  do  this  too  often  or  roughly,  or  the 
i  idia-rubber  will  strip  off  all  the  hard  outside  of  the 
gut,  and  so  spoil  the  strand.  When  you  can  come 
across  an  alder  tree  (not  elderberry),  rub  all  the  gut 
well  with  some  of  the  leaves,  which  will  remove  all 
its  glitter  without  doing  any  damage. 

For  very  wet  or  windy  weather  the  real  comfort 
of  a  Burberry  cap  must  be  experienced  to  be  properly 
apjireciated.  It  sticks  on,  keeps  rain  or  sun  from 
n?ck  and  ears,  is  hght  and  easily  packed,  and  has  a 
double  brim  for  spare  casts  and  flies,  which  is  most 
useful.  In  very  hot  weather  a  handful  of  damp 
water  weeds  put  inside  the  cro-mi  remains  quite 
cold  for  a  long  while,  and  if  dipped  in  the  river  from 
time  to  time  keeps  the  head  deUciously  cool,  even 
in  the  greatest  heat  of  an  August  day.  On  the 
other  hand,  during  exceptionally  cold  weather,  a 
little  whisky  poured  on  the  soles  of  your  stockings 
will  keep  your  feet  beautifully  warm  for  hours,  but 
t  ie  effect  of  a  drink  of  whisky  is  to  raise  the  tem- 
perature of  the  body  for  a  little  while,  and  then 
lower  it  below  its  previous  condition. 

For  mosquito,  gnat,  or  those  nice  little  tiny  grey 
midges  whose  bite  is  so  very  trying,  crush  up  a 
young  dock  leaf  to  make  the  juice  flow,  and  rub  it 
well  into  the  bite,  when  all  irritation  will  rapidly 
cease.  Paraffin  is  a  still  quicker  cure,  and  no 
mosquitoes  will  face  it,  as  it  is  death  to  them. 

I  Landing-net. 

This  is  best  made  of  silk,  as  the  hooks  cannot 
catch  in  it,  and  it  wears  longer  than  hemp,  though 
very  good  waterproof  hemp  nets  are  to  be  had  at 
about  Is.  9d.  each,  while  the  silk  costs  from  3s.  to 
3s.  6d.  Both  the  handle  and  the  hoop  upon  which 
the  net  is  strung  should  be  made  of  whole  cane,  that 
being  the  lightest,  strongest,  and  cheapest  material 
for  the  purpose.  The  hoop  on  which  the  net  is 
strung  should  be  round,  as  this  shape  is  far  easier 
to  use  among  weeds  than  a  V-shaped  one,  the 
IJoints  of  which  are  liable  to  catch  up. 
,  4T0  all  anglers  with  good  sight  the  advantages  of 
eyed  flies  over  those  mounted  on  gut  have  been 
already  so  clearly  explained  in  many  books  on  fly 
fishing  that  the  reader's  patience  need  not  be  tried 
by  further  repetition.  Flies  on  gut  are,  however,  a 
considerable  saving  of  trouble  to  those  who  no 
longer  see  quite  so  clearly  as  formerly.  Eyed  flies 
may  have  the  eye  turned  up  or  down  or  straight ; 
all  are  good,  but  probably  the  best  are  the  Pennell 
down-turned  eye  with  slightly  upturned  shank. 

To  join  an  eyed  fly  to  gut  point,  tt-se  Major  Turh's 
Knot.  One  way  of  making  it  is  as  follows  : — With 
a  straight  or  upturned  eye,  pass  the  gut  through  it 
from  below,  but  with  a  down-turned  eye  from  above 
the  fly ;  push  the  latter  well  up  the  gut,  and 
there  leave  it  while  making  the  following  knot : — Tie 
the  extreme  tip  of  the  gut  in  a  simple  single  round 
knot  on  that  part  of  the  gut  a  few  inches  above  the 
tip,  that  is,  on  what  a  sailor  calls  (when  bent  round) 
the  "  bight,"  and  draw  it  almost  tight,  thus  making 
a  running  loop  of  the  bight  part,  which  mil  draw 
tight  round  the  neck  of  the  fly  if  the  latter  is  now 
slid  down  the  gut  tail  first  until  nearly  through  this 
loop.  Finally,  cut  off  the  superfluous  end  of  gut, 
having  previously  worked  it  as  short  as  possible. 

The  Creel. 

I  think  a  good  wicker  basket  ensures  better 
protection  for  fish  worth  carrying  than  any  sort  of 
Ijag,  and  is  far  more  airy  and  clean  for  putting 
luncheon,  etc.,  into.  It  should  be  stained  a  warm 
rich  brown  by  being  soaked  for  half  an  hour  in  a 
strong  dye  composed  of  cutch  (the  bark  of  a  tree) 
and  boihng  water ;  this  will  never  come  off  after  it 
is  once  dry. 

'  %The  lid  should  have  the  hinges  on  the  side  which 
hangs  farthest  from  your  body,  and  have  a  water- 
proof pocket  buttoned  on  its  under  side,  for  spare 
casts,  points,  etc.  The  hole  to  insert  the  fish  at 
should  not  be  in  the  lid,  but  at  the  side.  A  light  tin 
(or  aluminium)  tray,  with  divisions  for  tackle  and 
sandwiches,  and  a  sunk  removable  Ud  as  a  plate, 
should  fit  into  the  mouth  of  the  basket,  supported 
at  each  corner  by  a  short  stay  ;  but  if  two  long 
supports  running  right  across  the  basket  are  used 
instead,  it  is  very  difficult  on  removing  the  tray  to 
make  free  use  of  the  basket,  and  to  get  a  specimen 
fish  in  and  out  without  damage.   Two  little  straps  for 


a  light  mackintosh  should  be  fixed  on  the  outside  of 
the  lid,  and  a  small  waterproof  receptacle  for  matches 
should  always  be  included. 

Sweet,  freshly-cut  grass  to  hue  the  basket  and  to 
put  your  fish  on  is  charming  to  read  about ;  but 
this  is  another  error  :  grass  heats  the  dead  fish,  and 
thus  rapidly  spoils  the  natural  colour  of  their  scales. 
The  common  stinging  nettle,  on  the  contrary,  keeps 
the  fish  fresh.  As,  however,  few  anglers'  fingers  are 
hard  enough  to  handle  them  with  impunity,  here  is 
another  wrinkle  :  put  your  hands  in  the  river,  and 
then  gather  your  nettles;  they  cannot  sting  your 
hands  while  wet.  Take  a  big  handful  of  them  with 
your  fish  to  the  river  side,  and  having  cleaned  the 
trout  absolutely  from  head  to  tail,  hold  them  and  it 
under  water  while  stuffing  it  full  of  nettles.  In  this 
way  you  will  not  get  one  sting,  and  the  fish  (should 
you  wish  to  send  it  away)  will  keep  quite  fresh 
through  a  long  railway  journey,  even  in  hot  weather. 
Finally,  to  keep  its  colours  quite  perfect,  wrap  the" 
fish  in  a  piece  of  clean  wet  Unen  or  cotton,  and  pack 
in  your  basket  with  its  back  well  hogged  and  its 
mouth  shut.  I  always  carry  an  old  table  napkin  in 
my  basket  to  wrap  my  fish  in  as  I  catch  them.  To 
thoroughly  clean  fish  without  spHtting  them  open  is 
another  clever  dodge,  and  quite  a  conjuring  trick  in 
an  expert's  hands.  Your  hat  or  cap  and  clothes 
should  never  be  of  any  conspicuous  colour.  I  once 
in  hot  weather  saw  a  man  who  had  been  trying  to 
fish  while  wearing  a  large  white  hat ;  of  course  he 
had  caught  nothing  all  day. 

HINTS. 

Always  keep  a  good  distance  from  the  edge  of  the 
water  when  not  actually  casting,  and  in  every  way 
show  yourself  as  Uttle  as  possible  wherever  fish 
are  hkely  to  be.  This  is  both  to  your  own  advan- 
tage and  also  for  the  sake  of  the  water  and  those 
who  may  be  fishing  after  you.  Sound  does  not 
appear  to  frighten  fish,  but  the  flash  of  a  rod  does, 
and  also  the  vibration  of  the  bank  of  the  river. 

Caution  4. 

Never  put  any  sort  of  grease  on  the  ferrules  of  any 
cane  rod,  as  in  time  it  is  sure  to  work  down  to  the 
cane,  and  rot  the  latter  just  below  the  ferrule. 
Grease  is  equally  ruinous  to  waterproof  goods. 
Always  buy  the  best  tackle  you  can  afford,  as  it  lasts 
far  longer,  and  is  much  pleasanter  and  more  deadly 
to  use,  besides  being  cheapest  in  the  long  run.  All 
fishing  things  should  be  as  light  as  possible,  but  the 
basket  should  err  on  the  big  side  if  at  all. 

(To  he  continued.) 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 


I  HAVE  much  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention 
of  sea  anglers  to  the  new  edition  of  the  "  Pocket 
Book  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,"  which 
is  the  largest  sea  angling  society  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  if  not  the  world. 

The  objects  of  the  society  are — (1)  To  provide 
healthy  and  health-giving  sport  for  its  members  at 
various  places  selected  as  fishing  stations  round  the 
coast  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  find  hotel  or  other 
accommodation,  also  boatmen,  boats,  and  bait; 
(2)  To  take  steps  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
sport,  and  of  the  present  and  future  prosperity  of 
British  sea  fisheries. 

Incidentally  this  society  affords  relief  to  the  over- 
fished fresh-water  rivers  and  lakes,  etc.  It  is  also 
instrumental  in  keeping  the  landsman  in  touch 
with,  and  maintaining  in  him  a  love  for,  the  sea : 
a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  a  naval  power.  It 
is  also  the  means  of  affording  employment  to  the 
fishermen  and  boatmen  at  the  fishing  stations,  in 
addition  to  the  benefit  caused  by  the  circulation  of 
money  spent  in  districts  which  otherwise  might  not 
be  visited. 

The  sphere  of  operations  of  the  members  of 
this  society  extends  from  the  Channel  Isles  in  the 
south  to  the  Shetland  Isles  in  the  north,  and  from 
the  North  Sea  in  the  east  to  the  Atlantic  bordering 
the  western  coast  of  Ireland  on  the  west.  In  this 
area  the  society  possesses  over  150  fishing  stations. 

The  "Pocket  Book"  contains,  in  addition  to 
the  rules  for  the  internal  government  of  the  society, 
particulars  of  the  competitions  among  its  members 
with  the  records  of  past  winners. 

For  the  skilled  angler  information  is  given 
where  large  or  specimen  fish  may  be  reasonably 
expected  to  be  taken,  and  for  those  who  are  unable 
to  overcome  that  one  drawback  of  sea  fishing  mal 
de  mer,  a  lengthy  list  of  places  has  been  made 


where  pier  and  shore  fishing  may  be  indulged  in. 
The  angler  is  also  enabled  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  names  (both  common  and  scientific)  of  tho 
fish  taken  in  British  waters,  and  with  the  means  of 
preserving  any  one  he  may  be  fortunate  to  capture. 

The  society,  which  flourishes  under  distinguished 
patronage,  and  numbers  roundly  1000  members,  is 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  production  of  the  new 
edition  of  its  "  Pocket  Book,"  and  deserves  the 
support  of  every  sea  angler. 

The  revised  and  enlarged  "  Pocket  Book  "'  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  for  1903-4  has  the  appropriate  and 
suggestive  new  motto  of  the  society  embossed  in 
gold  on  the  cover — "Capiantur  arundine  pisces." 
It  contains  probably  the  best  Ust  ever  pubUshed 
of  fishing  stations  round  our  coast,  with  par- 
ticulars of  the  fishing,  best  months,  names  of  the 
society's  agent,  of  boatmen,  hotels,  etc.  The 
committee  and  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Pickup, 
deserve  great  credit  for  the  additions  and  improve-  ■ 
ments  efiected  in  this  most  handy  and  useful  little 
guide,  which  cannot  fail  to  attract  many  now 
members  to  the  society.  R.  B.  M. 


THE  HENLEY  EISHEEIES 
PEESEEVATION  ASSOCIATION. 

We  are  glad  to  see  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  1902-3  that  the  Henley  Fisheries  Pre- 
servation Association  has  done  "  a  very  satisfactory 
year's  work."  Here  are  some  extracts  from  the 
report : — 

"  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  work  of  this 
association — which  will  be  continued  in  the  future 
with  the  same  energy  that  has  been  expended  upon 
it  in  the  past — will  be  rewarded  with  a  still  greater 
share  of  success,  and  receive  increased  financial 
support  from  the  great  number  of  anglers  who  now 
derive  direct  benefit  from  the  generosity  of  a  small 
proportion  of  their  fellow  sportsmen. 

"  The  large  quantity  of  wire  netting  that  has  been 
fixed  during  the  spawning  season  for  the  protection 
of  the  ova  for  many  years  past,  and  with  such  bene- 
ficial results,  was  again  set  in  the  customary  places, 
and  once  more  proved  its  great  efficiency  as  an  aid 
to  nature  in  the  replenishment  of  stock. 

"  It  may  with  accuracy  be  recorded  that  perch 
are  now  very  plentiful  in  these  ^^■ateI'u,  and  thc!,c 
who  angle  for  them  in  an  artistic  manner  with  the 
finest  tackle  are  usually  well  rewarded  ;  but  these 
who  still  adhere  to  the  clumsy  tackle  of  a  generation 
ago,  when  perch  were  less  educated  than  now,  cannct 
take  the  large  quantities  that  were  commonly  caught 
in  those  days  ;  this  remark  may  be  a  divergence 
from  '  report,'  but  not  the  less  admissible,  as  lack 
of  sport  is  frequently  ascribed  by  the  inexperienced 
angler  to  lack  of  fish  to  catch,  instead  of  its  true 
reasons,  and  appUes  to  most  other  fish  in  addition 
to  perch. 

"  Owing  to  continuous  flood  water  during"  the 
winter  months,  and  to  abnormally  high  spring  and 
summer  floods,  considerable  work  and  expense  have 
been  incurred  in  watching  the  flood  waters,  reclaim- 
ing fish  from  the  meadows  and  ditches,  and  in  gene- 
rally keeping  a  keen  observation  on  the  water 
coming  under  the  ken  of  this  association.  In  this 
connection  a  repetition  of  last  year's  experience 
with  regard  to  trout  was  encountered,  and  the  words 
of  last  year's  report  exactly  apply  : — '  It  was  during 
the  execution  of  this  work  that  a  number  of  small 
trout  of  less  size  than  any  that  have  been  placed  in 
the  river  by  this  association  for  at  least  eight  years 
were  discovered,  and  this  most  satisfactory  fact  is 
acceptable  proof  that  the  stock  of  "  naturally-bred  " 
trout — which  is  perhaps  the  best  applicable  term — • 
is  increasing  in  the  Thames.' 

"  A  very  fine  lot  of  bream  and  trout  represent  the 
restocking  operations  of  the  year.  Fifteen  hundred 
of  the  former  from  about  5in.  in  length  up  to  13|in. 
were  purchased  from  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  of  Caistor, 
and  placed  in  the  Henlejr  Reach.  They  arrived  in 
capital  condition,  considering  their  dehcacy  in 
travelUng,  and  many  have  since  been  caught  and 
returned.  The  trout,  700  in  number,  were  bought 
of  Colonel  Custance,  of  Nor\vich,  and  were  most 
satisfactory  in  size  and  strength.  They  were  care- 
fully selected,  and  reached  nearly  a  foot  in  length 
in  many  cases,  and  the  smallest  were  well  grown 
fish.  These  were  also  placed  in  the  Henley  Reach  ; 
but  had  the  weather  been  cooler  they  would  have 
been  turned  in  at  Hurley  and  Hambleden. 

"  A  number  of  nice  carp  and  a  few  roach  and  chub 
were  sent  to  the  river  by  Mr.  Frank  Crisp,  of  Friar 
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Park,  about  100  in  all,  and  the  thanks  of  the  associa- 
^    tion  were  conveyed  to  him. 

"  It  has  been  decided  to  appeal  specially  to  our 
subscribers  for  donations,  or  annual  sums,  toward 
I  trout  stocking  particularly  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
intimation  conveyed  by  this  report  wiU  be  well 
accepted  and  liberally  responded  to.  This  idea  is 
proposed  in  addition  to  the  proportion  of  our  regular 
income  usually  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  trout,  as 
distinguished  from  '  coarse  fish.' 

"  As  ^vill  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  list  of  sub- 
scribers and  donors  the  Anglers'  Association  has  con- 
tributed the  very  useful  sum  of  £7  10s.  to  our  funds, 
and  other  amounts  worthy  of  special  mention  are 
£4  4s.  from  our  president,  the  Hon.  F.  W.  D.  Smith, 
M.P.,  £5  5s.  from  the  Corporation  of  Henley,  and 
£10  from  the  dissolved  Thames  Restocking  Associa- 
tion. Numbers  of  letters  and  Press  notices  highly 
appreciative  of  the  good  work  done  by  this  associa- 
tion have  been  received  by  your  committee  during 
the  past  year,  t 

"  On  the  whole,  considering  adverse  conditions  of 
weather,  wind,  and  water,  the  waters  under  the  pro- 
tection of  this  association  fished  remarkably  well. 

"  An  important  item  of  very  particular  interest 
was  the  movement  inaugurated  by  this  association 
to  endeavour  to  secure  the  direct  and  practical  repre- 
sentation of  fishery  interests  on  the  proposed  new 
Thames  Conservancy  Board.  The  movement  was 
participated  in  by  the  seven  other  preservation 
associations  on  the  river,  and  other  societies  ha-\ang 
the  well-being  of  Thames  angUng  preservation  at 
heart,  and  it  is  eminently  satisfactory  to  be  able  to 
record  that  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  will  probably 
have  the  settling  of  representation,  have  promised 
to  give  the  matter  very  careful  consideration.  There 
is,  therefore,  sound  hope  that  something  more  than 
has  liitherto  been  done  in  fishery  interests  will  in  due 
course  become  practicable. 

*'-A.  Edward  Hobbs,  Hon.  Sec." 


THAMES  AXGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 
Founded  1838. 
Extracts  from  the  Annual  Report. 

In  presenting  their  sixty-fifth  annual  report, 
your  executive  committee  have  again  to  express 
ti  cir  rcfiret  that  the  society  is  not  supported  as  it 
sliould  be  by  the  anglers  of  London,  very  few  of 
those  who  find  sport  in  the  twenty-one  miles  of 
water  the  society  stocks  and  protects  for  their 
benefit  contributing  anything  to  its  funds,  or 
taking  the  interest  in  it  that  might  be  reason- 
ably expected  of  them  ;  all  who  fish  from  punts 
.should  certainly  subscribe.  It  may  be  safely  said 
that  the  fishing  between  Isleworth  and  Staines 
(which  is  free  to  all  and  easily  reached)  is,  owing  to 
the  long  continued  efforts  of  this  society,  as  good, 
or  better,  than  that  offered  in  many  rented  waters, 
now  so  difficult  to  acquire. 

Fishing  in  1902-3. 
The  past  season  has  been  far  from  satisfactory, 
although  Thames  anglers  have  had  a  fair  share  of 
sport.  Stale  water  in  summer,  and  flood  water  in 
winter,  naturally  interfered  with  successful  fishing; 
and  the  early  part  of  the  trout  season  was  equally 
disappointing,  owing  to  the  prolonged  cold  weather 
which  prevailed,  conditions  which  anglers  have 
been  almost  everywhere  beset  with. 

Fish  Stockiko  and  Nettings. 

Full  opportunity  has  been  taken  of  every  oppor- 
tunity that  has  presented  itcelf  of  adding  to  the 
stock  of  fish  in  the  river.  Thanks  to  the  Thames 
Cor.servanr y,  Walton  Sale  was  netted  in  June  last 
year,  with  the  result  that  forty-six  bream,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  silver  bream,  sixteen  roach, 
six  jack,  ten  perch,  and  one  carp  were  transferred 
to  the  parent  stream,  some  of  the  bream  weighing 
from  51b.  to  61b.  each.  By  kind  consent  of  Mr.  J. 
Hughes,  and  at  the  expense  and  under  the  super- 
vision of  ihe  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  (to  whom 
the  fish  had  been  offered),  our  keepers  effected  a 
very  useful  netting  of  the  ponds  at  the  Manor 
tlouso  at  Hampton  on  July  12  last,  which  resulted 
in  placing  lOcwt.  of  coarse  fish  in  the  river,  and  oua- 
thanks  are  due  to  the  society  for  the  same. 

The  society  is  indebted  to  the  West  Middlesex 
Waterworks  Company  for  a  most  successful  netting 
of  their  large  reservoir  at  Barnes  Bridge  during  the 
time  the  water  was  drawn  off  (consequent  upon  an 
accident)  on  July  21  and  22  of  last  year.  The 
weather  was  abnormally  cool,  and  the  arrangements 
made  were  admirably  carried  out'  by  Messrs.  Back, 


Berry,  Elsmore,  and  Gomm,  and  the  society's  river- 
keepers.  The  Thames  Conservancy  also  rendered 
assistance,  and  kindly  placed  launches  and  men  at 
the  society's  disposal.  As  a  result,  upwards  of 
three  tons  of  healthy  fish  were  placed  in  various 
parts  of  the  society's  portion  of  the  Thames,  includ- 
ing a  vast  number  of  roach  of  takeable  size,  a  few 
dace,  some  very  fine  bream  (many  over  51b.  each), 
some  perch  (a  few  over  21b.  each),  and  chub  (up  to 
51b.  each).  Several  minor  nettings  of  cuttings  and 
other  places  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and 
the  fish  duly  placed  in  the  river. 

Trout  Stocking. 

A  strong  desire  has  been  expressed  by  anglers  and 
others  at  sundry  riverside  towns  in  the  society's 
district  in  favour  of  stocking  the  river  with  trout. 
Your  executive  regard  the  proposal  with  favour, 
and  will  gladly  give  any  advice  or  assistance  in 
that  direction,  provided  the  movement  is  carried 
out  as  intended,  by  funds  locally  raised  and 
administered.  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  our  esteemed 
hon.  sec,  has  at  his  owm  cost  drafted  and  supplied 
the  necessary  forms  for  putting  the  project  "  under 
way."  Committees  have  already  been  formed  at 
Chertsey  and  Staines,  and  your  executive  are 
gratified  at  the  interest  taken  and  the  business-like 
manner  in  which  the  work  promises  to  be  carried 
out.  The  high  standing  and  experience  of  many 
of  the  gentlemen  who  have  joined  the  movement 
augurs  well  for  its  ultimate  success. 
Protection  of  Spawn  from  Swans,  Ducks,  etc. 

Your  executive  are  pleased  to  state  that  owing 
to  the  orders  given  by  H.M.  the  King  (our  royal 
patron)  the  number  of  pairs  of  breeding  swans  left 
on  the  river  between  Staines  and  Isleworth  Ferry 
has  been  less  this  year  than  before.  They  numbered 
only  thirty-six,  distributed  as  follows  : — Isleworth 
to  Richmond,  two  ;  Richmond  to  Teddington,  six  ; 
Teddington  to  Molesey,  six ;  Molesey  to  Sunbury, 
four;  Sunbury  to  Shepperton,  four;  Shepperton  to 
Chertsey,  four ;  Chertsey  to  Penton  Hook,  six ; 
Pcnton  Hook  to  Staines,  four.  All  the  barren  birds 
(with  the  exception  of  the  few  that  take  wing  when 
the  swankeepers  go  for  them)  were  removed.  The 
foregoing  facts  are  those  furnished  on  March  30, 
1903,  by  Mr.  T.  Abnett,  H.M.  swankeeper.  Much 
ns  the  swan  is  decried  for  its  destructive  propensities 
fish  conservators  have  to  contend  with  other  birds 
of  a  not  less  mischievous  type,  nearly  all  of  which 
are  protected  by  the  Wild  Birds'  Protection  Act. 
The  "dabchick,"  or  grebe,  islargely  on  the  increase, 
and  the  wild  and  tame  ducks  are  far  more  numerous 
on  the  river  than  could  bo  desired,  although  some 
of  the  latter  have  been  kept  off  the  river  during  the 
fish  spawning  season.  Otters  have  also  been  largely 
in  evidence,  but  four  only  have  been  caught,  for 
which  rewards  have  been  paid  during  the  past  year. 
Illegai.  Offences,  Prosecutions,  etc. 

Several  complaints  from  private  individuals  aa  to 
the  illegal  destruction  of  fish  have  come  under 
notice,  as  to  which  on  inquiry  the  evidence  was 
found  insufficient  to  warrant  a  prosecution  being 
recommended.  In  one  instance,  however,  two 
residents  of  Staines  were  discovered  fishing  from 
a  punt  within  prohibited  hours  by  the  Surrey  and 
Middlesex  police.  A  prosecution  was  successfully 
carried  through,  and  the  culprits  convicted  and 
fined.  Your  executive,  with  the  permission  of  the 
authorities,  had  the  pleasure  of  remit  ring  a  guinea 
to  the  constables  in  recognition  of  the  zeal  and 
ability  displayed  by  them  in  the  case.  Our  own 
river-keepers  have  also  rendered  the  society  good 
service,  and  your  executive  are  pleased  to  bear 
testimony  to  their  continued  diligence. 

Funds  of  the  Society. 
It  is  most  dispiriting  to  find  all  the  efforts  of  the 
executive  to  place  the  society  on  a  sound  financial 
basis  meet  with  so  little  response  from  the  majority 
of  anglers,  although  the  work  of  the  society  is 
performed  free  of  any  charge  for  secretarial  duties 
or  office  rent.  The  entire  executive  give  their 
services  on  all  occasi  ms  when  requisite,  and  every 
possible  endeavour  has  been  made  to  meet  the 
objections  of  those  who  on  one  pretext  or  another 
have  failed  to  subscribe,  or  insufficiently  subscribe, 
to  its  funds.  Something  more  must  necessarily  be 
done  on  the  part  of  anglers  if  the  fishery  is  to  be 
preserved  and  stocked  as  hitherto,  and  it  is  idle  to 
conceal  the  fact.  Many  objections  would  be  raised 
to  a  rod  tax  or  fishing  licence,  and  your  executive 
would  gladly  see  the  river  voluntarily  looked  after 
as  hitherto,  but  this  cannot  long  be  done  unless 
more  pecuniary  support  is  forthcoming  than  has 
for  some  years  past  been  the  case. 

Officers  of  the  Society. 
Your  executive  feel  assured  they  but  echo  the 
sentiments  of  all  the  members  in  tendering  their 
hearty  thanks  to  the  Hon.  H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  L.C.C., 
for  his  continued  presidency  of  the  society,  and  the 
practical  interest  he  invariably  takes  in  its  doings. 


Yet  more  so  are  they  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Mr.  H.  Whitmoro  Higgins,  who  since  April,  1897, 
has  freely  and  most  ably  dischargeti  the  duties  of 
hon.  sec.  and  hon.  treasurer.  Only  those  who  are 
aware  of  the  largo  amount  of  time  he  has  freely 
given  to  the  work,  and  know  the  practical  experience 
he  has  brought  to  boar  upon  it,  can  form  any  idea 
of  the  labour  involved.  Without  his  ungrudging 
labours  the  fishery  could  not  possibly  have  V>een 
maintained  in  its  present  excellent  condition,  or  paid 
keepers  have  been  employed  to  the  same  extent  in 
its  protection.  Mr.  Higgins  undertook  the  duties 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  those  to  whom  fishing  forms 
their  chief  recreation,  and  who  but  for  the  existence 
of  this  society  could  have  no  free  fishing  so  good 
and  accessible  as  that  offered  between  Isleworth 
and  Staines.  His  work  has  been  rendered  more 
difficult  by  the  apathy  and  neglect  of  the  majority 
of  London  anglers,  who  have  no  excuse  whatever 
for  not  subscribing  to  its  funds  as  liberally  as  they 
do  to  benevolent  and  other  causes.  It  is  with  deep 
regret  but  scarcely  with  surprise  that  the  executive 
have  received  an  intimation  that  Mr.  Higgins' 
services  must  not  be  counted  upon  as  hitherto, 
although  in  response  to  the  urgent  request  of  the 
executive  he  will  not  immediately  relinquish  the 
reins,  a  decision  for  which  they  cannot  sufficiently 
thank  him.  A  suggestion  has  been  made  (and  will 
be  considered  later  on)  that  a  visiting  secretary 
should  be  appointed  at  a  moderate  salary,  but  the 
question  how  to  find  the  ways  and  means  for  so 
doing  remains  to  be  dealt  with 

The  executive  unanimously  resolved  to  ask  Mr. 
Frank  Holrae-Sumner,  of  New  Haw  Farm,  Addle- 
stone,  to  accept  office  as  their  chairman  (in  suc- 
cession to  the  late  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.),  who 
has  replied  that  he  has  much  pleasure  in  accepting 
the  post,  and  will  do  his  best  to  carry  out  its  duties 
to  the  satisfaction  of  his  colleagues. 

More  pecuniary  help  and  f  o-oneration  is  absolutely 
needed  if  the  society's  work  is  to  be  properly  carried 
on.    Signed  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  society, 

T.  Crumplen,  Deputy  Chairman. 


"AQUAGLUE":  A  NEW  WATEK- 
PKOOF  GLUE. 


The  Aquaglue  Company,  23,  Brunswick -street. 
Liverpool,  sent  me  a  sample  of  their  "  Aquaglue,"- 
for  which  they  claim  some  great  advantages— 
among  others,  that  it  is  a  great  water-resisting 
adhesive,  always  ready  for  use,  that  it  dries  quickly, 
holds  fast,  stands  water,  and  has  no  unpleasant 
odour. 

Some  experiments  I  have  tried  with  it  have  been 
quite  satisfactory,  but  my  means  of  testing  it  not 
being  very  extensive,  I  sent  some  to  Mr.  Percy 
Wadham,  naturahst,  and  pisciculturist  to  the  Caris- 
brooke  Trout  Fishing  Association,  as  I  knew  he 
would  be  able  to  test  it,  and  here  is  what  Mr 
Wadham  says.  By  the  way,  I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
stock  of  trout  in  the  Carisbrooke  waters  is  better 
even  than  last  year,  and  that  the  rainbows  are  doing 
splendidly : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  have  given  the  '  Aqua- 
glue '  a  good  many  tests,  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  a  first-rate  addition  to  the  fisher- 
man's outfit.  Below  are  the  experiments,  so  that 
you  can  judge  of  its  adhesive  powers  :— A  tliick  rod- 
joint,  sphcgd  and  glued,  but  no  bindings  ;  a  thin 
rod-joint,  sphced  and  glued,  but  no  bindings  ;  a  few 
various  hooks  bound  on  gut ;  several  sections  of 
cork  in  different  widths  ;  a  piece  of  china  ;  four 
various  rod  bindings.  After  allow-ing  the  glue 
twelve  hours  to  set,  I  immersed  the  whole  of  the 
above  in  water  for  five  days,  and  do  not  find  that 
the  joints  or  bindings  undergo  any  change  whatever, 
except  in  the  colour,  which  changes  from  a  bro-\vn 
to  a  dirty  white,  which  is,  I  thinkT  an  improvement 
on  hook  bindings.  I  could  not  force  the  splices  of 
the  rods  although  there  were  no  bindings  round 
them.  For  preparing  waders  it  seems  to  answ^cr 
famously,  and  sticks  rubber  quite  as  well  as  rubber 
solution.  The  'Aquaglue '-  does  not  curl  the  rubber 
when  putting  it  on  hke  ordinary  solution  does. 
Then,  again,  when  a  fisherman  is  wading  perhaps 
miles  away  from  any  town  and  cuts  his  waders,  he 
might  not  have  any  sheet  rubber,  but  if  he  has  a 
tube  of  -'  Aquaglue,'  a  piece  of  linen,  canvas,  or  a 
corner  of  his  pocket  handkerchief  will  do  equally  as 
well  to  temporarily  repair  the  cut,  for  a  coating  of 
the  glue  on  any  porous  material  (in  reason)  makes 
it  quite  w  aterproof.  Another  veiy  great  advantage 
with  '  Aquaglue  '•  is  that  it  stands  the  heat  of  the 
sun  ;  rubber  solution  and  other  adliesives  will  not 
do  this. 


"  Metliylated  spirit  will  remove  the  superfluous 
glue  on  the  hands  or  repairs.— Yours  faithfully, 

"  Percy  Wadham 
I  do  not  think  "  Aquaglue  "  could  have  a  better 
testimonial  than  this,  and  it  certainly  is  a  very  great 
advantage  to  anglers  to  be  able  to  get  a  glue  which 
will  repair  all  sorts  of  tackle,  floats,  put  cork  on  rod 
handles,  varnish  hooks  after  whipping,  varnish  rod 
Whippings,   glue  spht  cane,  etc.     It  is  sold  in 
handy  tubes  at  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.,  wholesale  only  by 
the  Aquaglue  Company,  and  by  ironmongers,  oil 
and  colourmen,  etc.    It  is  just  possible  the  com 
pany  may  be  able  to  make  a  good  waterproof  dress 
ing  for  lines  later  on.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Geneeax  Remaeks. — The  river  in  the 
lower  reaches  is  rather  higher  and  more  coloured 
than  i3  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  so  that  bank 
anglers  will  have  a  better  chance  of  getting  fish. 
The  stream  is  still  strong,  so  much  so  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  fish  the  weir  streams.  At 
Teddington  barbelling  has  been  practically  out  of 
the  question,  but  one  or  two  pike  have  been  caught 
in  the  slacker  water,  and  Mr.  G.  Islipp  near  the 
weir  sill  hooked  a  141b.  fish,  but  lost  it  as  the  net 
was  being  placed  under  it.  The  regatta  at  Kingston 
on  Wednesday  (July  22)  rather  upset  the  fishing,  but 
an  angler  off  the  Canbury  promenade  had  an  ovation 
from  the  crowd  on  landing  a  21b.  bream.  Thames 
anglers  may  like  to  learn  that  a  roach  of  31b.  6oz.  is 
reported  to  have  been  caught  at  Shapwick,  on  the 
Stour,  by  Mr.  C.  O'Callaghan.  I  have  received  an 
advance  proof  of  the  report  of  the  Henley  and 
District  Preservation  Society,  which  appears  in 
another  column. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  is  clear,  but  there  is  a 

nice  stream  running.  Roach  are  feeding  fairly  well 
in  the  deep  swims,  one  angler  accounting  for  five 
dozen  during  an  afternoon's  fishing.  Mr.  J,  W 
Read  has  taken  several  chub  up  to  3Jlb.  with 
cheese  paste.  The  roach  fisher  will  do  well  to  lay  a 
ledger  rod  out ;  several  good  eels  have  been  taken 
by  this  method.  Messrs.  A.  E.  Hobbs  and  Goodwin, 
fishing  at  Pangbourne  during  the  week,  have  taken 
some  barbel,  chub,  and  perch.  This  should  be  a 
good  summer  fishing  season,  but  the  professional 

fishermen  complain   of    the  lack  of  patrons.  

Staistley  Mead. 

— -  (Teddington  Weir) — Roach  are  feeding 
well,  also  a  few  bream,  punts  getting  from  eight  to 
twelve  dozen  per  day.  The  river  could  not  be  in 
better  condition. — W.  McBbide. 

Bottisham  I.ocks  (Waterbeacli). — During  the 
week  on  most  days  the  Cam  has  been  refreshed 
with  copious  showers.  Excellent  July  sport.  Roach 
to  one  rod  a  day  from  61b.  to  141b.,  several  going 
from  ilb.  to  lib.  each.  Silver  Bream  are  still  being 
had  in  quantities  up  to  21b.  each.  Perch  are 
numerous  and  giving  sport  up  to  |lb.  and  lib.  each. 
—John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  Dart  remains 
very  low.  Trout  fishing  is  exceptionally  quiet,  but 
soine  good  sport  is  being  obtained  with  the  peal,  of 
which  there  are  many  about.  Above  the  "dead 
water"  at  Totnes,  Mr.  Garrow  Green  had  a  beauty 
of  21b.  SJoz.  Mr.  Cornish,  fishing  with  the  fly  after 
dark  under  Blackrock,  had  thirteen  one  night,  and 
others  who  have  done  well  are  Messrs.  Furneaux, 
Millman,  and  Edward  Bovey.  There  are  a  lot  of 
peal  between  Buckfast  Weir  and  Caddaford  Pool. 
Higher  up  at  Ashbdrton,  some  fish  were  [killed  on 
Saturday,  it  ia  suspected  by  some  gas  refuse. — 
Devoniak. 

Derwent  (Malton,  York).— After  the  last  weeks 
wet  and  cold  weather,  we  have  had  a  nice  fresh 
down  the  river,  and  it  should  be  in  good  order  for 
fishing  during  the  coming  week. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  river  has  been  in  grand 
condition  for  angling  during  the  week,  though  only 
a  moderate  number  of  sportsmen  have  plied  the 
rod.  The  catches  reported  are;  Mr.  Baker,  two 
salmon,  71b.,  41b.;  and  Dr.  English,  one  salmon,  41b. 
Sea  angling  has  been  fairly  brisk. — ^J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  salmon  fishing 
has  been  at  a  standstill,  and  only  the  netsmen  have 
done  anything  at  all.  Trout  fishing  has  been  fair, 
and  a  few  good  catches  have  been  made  up-worm 
fishing  early  and  late.  The  otter  hounds  worked 
up  the  river  from  Stoke  Canon  to  Tiverton  (Devon) 
on  J uly  20,  and  a  cub  otter  was  killed.  Some  perch, 
roach,  and  eels  have  been  taken  at  Cowley  and  in 
the  canal  below  Countess  Weir. — Red  Palmeb, 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
The  water  is  getting  very  clear,  and  sport  has  been 


somewhat  hmited.  Bream  are  sunning  themselves 
here  and  there  in  the  deeper  waters.  Some  of  the 
best  takes  of  this  kind  of  fish  have  come  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Wisbech,  and  particularly  from 
Outwell ;  a  few  tench  have  been  caught  at  different 
points.  Roach  fishing  is  now  on  the  improve.  Some 
fairly  good  takes  have  been  got  from  the  Middle 
Drain. — Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester).— J  uly  1(3.— Rough, wetday; 
{rood  hatch  of  fly  all  day.  fish  rose  well.  July  17,  S.W. 
wind,  very  little  doing  until  evening,  when  a  fair 
amount  of  spinner  fell,  and  for  about  twenty  minutes 
fish  took  well.  The  best  of  the  rise  was  about 
8.30  p.m.  The  Sherry  Spinner  was  on  in  quantity, 
and  the  spinners  of  Pale  Watery  and  Medium 
Ohve  also,  but  in  less  quantity.  Julv  18,  wind, S.W. ; 
a  fair  hatch  of  Olives  from  11.30  a.m.  to  1.30  p.m.' 
when  fish  rose  well  to  spinners  from  6.30  p.m  to 
9.0  p.m.  ;  and  it  was  him  behind  the  rod  if  a 
good  basket  was  not  made.  July  19,  light  S.W. 
wind  ;  thunderstorm  in  the  afternoon.  A  good 
show  of  spinner  of  the  B.W.O.  from  6  to  8  o'clock, 
and  fish  rose  well  for  twentv  minutes.  July  20 
change  to  N.  and  N.W.,  light,  and  a  poor  morning 
rise.  A  few  spinners  and  an  occasional  Dun  could 
be  found  on  during  the  afternoon.  From  7.30  to 
dark  fish  rose,  but  not  with  that  steady  persistence 
so  gratifying  to  the  fisherman.  Great  persistence 
and  a  fair  amount  of  skill  were  requisite.  The 
spinners  on  were  those  of  Watery  Dun,  Iron  Blue, 
and  Blue  Winged  Olive,  though  not  in  any  quantity! 
—Pale  Watery  Dun. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Down  to  the  time  of 
writmg  (Wednesday  evening),  there  is  little  to 
report  in  connection  with  Lea  angling,  sport  having 
apparently  not  been  so  good  among  the  roach, 
bream,  and  dace.  At  Ware  and  Hertford  roach  and 
dace  have  been  landed,  but  no  more  heavy  baskets 
of  these  "fish  are  reported  from  the  first-named 
district.  Using  the  fly,  an  angler  has  creeled  some 
chub  in  the  Cheshunt  and  Broxbourne  waters.  The 
perchjand  pike  fishing  season  will  soon  be  here  now. 
It  reopens  on  August  2.  The  Stort  and  Beane, 
like  the  Lea,  are  nice  and  fresh.  Later  information 
is  to  the  effect  that  the  river  continues  in  good 
summer  order  in  the  upper  reaches.  A  trout  of 
lib.  loz.  has  been  landed  at  Ware  by  Mr.  Baker, 
and  Messrs.  Baldock,  Cassell,  junr.,  and  other 
anglers  have  creeled  some  roach. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  fishing  now.  Some  good  bags,  from 
51b.  to  151b.  a  day,  have  been  taken.  Some  good 
swims  have  been  cut,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
more  good  sport.  Boats  and  baits  can  be  obtained 
from  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  on  application. — A.  Rolph. 

Lug-g  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  good  order  for  fishing  and 
sport.  Angling  in  these  streams  have  been  fairly 
good.  Fish  have  been  rising  well  since  the  rain 
and  taking  the  fly  freely,  and  some  good  lots  of 
trout  have  been  landed.  Minnow  fishing  successful. 
— Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holy-well  Ferry).— Water  keeps  in  first- 
rate  condition  and  colour,  and  sport  seems  pretty 
well  distributed  among  the  gentlemen  who  have 
been  here  during  the  week.  Some  very  decent 
bream  up  to  41b.,  chub  up  to  31b. ;  and  roach  have 
been  going  strong  for  the  fly,  Mr.  Mence  heading 
the  list  in  that  branch  with  some  beauties,  and  also 
some  rudd. — A.  Scaed. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  nearly  dead  low,  and 
rain  is  badly  wanted.  The  Tavy  is  the  only  river 
that  has  not  run  so  fine,  and  when  the  surface  water 
came  down  a  bit  cloudy  some  nice  dishes  of  fish 
were  taken. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — For  several  days  the  weather  has  been 
very  unsettled,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  is  of  the 
most  lovely  description.  A  fine  trout  was  taken  in 
the  Vyrnwy  on  Saturday  (July  18)  by  a  gentleman 
residing  at  Llanymynech.  It  was  in  first-rate 
condition,  and  scaled  5|lb.  The  same  angler  also 
landed  a  large  pike  from  the  same  river  weighing 
1 1  Jib. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SuiFolk).— Water  still  clear,  but 
some  heavy  showers  have  freshened  the  water  con- 
siderably. A  large  number  of  anglers  were  out  on 
July  19,  including  the  members  of  the  Serapis 
Angling  Society,  most  of  whom  had  fish,  some  nice 
roach  being  captured  with  the  caddis  bait,  and  also 
some  bream,  but  nothing  large.  Some  good  bags 
will  no  doubt  soon  be  captured,  brandling  worms  or 
paste  being  the  best  baits  at  present. — W.  T. 
Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Rivers 
and  streams  are  yet  on  the  bright  side.  Rain  has 
fallen,  but  not  in  sufficient  volume  to  be  of  benefit. 
A  nice  trout  of  3|lb.  was  taken  recently  from  a 
western  stream  where  there  are  fish  up  to  51b.,  but 
as  the  limit  is  21b.  the  educated  fish  are  proof 
against  wet  or  dry  fly  unless  we  get  a  good 
breeze.  Pike  are  numerous  in  this  water,  and  the 
smaller  fish  victims.    The  canal  at  Chichester  is 


m  excellent  order.  Bream  are  feeding  in  the 
quiet  hours  of  the  day.  A  visitor  fishing  with  live 
bait  on  Monday  (July  20)  secured  eels  of  31b.  and 
^Ib.  A  tench  of  2|lb.  was  captured  near  Donnington. 
bmall  bream  and  roach  have  given  sport.  From 
the  Fletching  portion  of  the  Ouse  a  brace  of  trout, 
ilb.  and  l;^lb.,  were  taken  on  Saturday  (July  18 
with  minnow.  Roach  up  to  Ulb.  are  recorded.— 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Water  very 
low.  Small  baskets  of  trout  caught  bv  late  evening 
fishing.    A  good  rainfall  much  needed".— H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  good  order, 
ihe  fish  are  well  on  the  feed  and  have  been  rising 
freely  in  the  evening  at  the  fly,  and  also  taking 
worni.  Wasp  grub  is  now  coming  in  and  the  trout 
take  it  eagerly,  but  the  bait  is  scarce  as  yet.  Fish- 
ing on  July  10  in  the  Ludford  water,  two  anglers, 
with  fly,  landed  about  101b.  of  fine  trout  and  gray- 
ling.— S.  Ludlow. 

- —  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  is  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  is  still  unsettled,  but  the  fish 
have  been  well  on  the  feed  since  the  rain.  Angling 
has  been  fairly  brisk  ;  a  good  few  rods  out,  and 
some  good  lots  of  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
landed  with  the  fly.  The  best  time  for  fishing  is 
the  evening.  At  the  end  of  last  week  some  gentle- 
men were  at  Little  Hereford  and  landed  twenty- two 
good  trout  and  grayling  with  fly.— Worce-ter. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers, — The  recent  heavy  rains  have  done  good 
to  our  northern  streams,  the  Tyne  particularly. 
On  Friday  (July  17)  good  catches  were  made  on 
the  North  Tyne,  one  basket  of  forty-two  trout,  and 
another  of  fourteen  good  fish,  for  a  couple  of  hours' 
evening  fishing  with  worm.  The  Tyne  at  Corbridge 
fished  well ;  good  baskets  were  made  with  minnow 
and  worm.  On  Saturday,  July  1 8,  Mr.  G.  Shiel,  Gates- 
head A.S.,  had  a  nice  basket  of  mixed  fish,  with  the 
maggot,  from  the  Tees  at  Croft.  Mr.  J.  Young, 
fishing  the  Thriston  Burn,  a  tributary  of  the 
Coquet,  on  July  18,  killed  twenty- three  trout,  and 
Mr.  Milburn,  fishing  the  same  water,  basketed  four- 
teen nice  trout,  all  with  the  maggot.  Captain 
Bruce  killed  a  nice  basket  of  trout  on  the 
Blyth  with  one  double  midge.  Mr.  J.  W.  Mills 
had  nine  trout  from  the  Coquet  on  the  21sb  with  fly, 
and  Mr.  Burgua  eight  on  the  same  date.  The 
Coquet  is  suffering  from  the  bottom  growth 
known  to  anglers  a=i  flannel  weed  ;  a  very  big  water 
would  sweep  this  filth  into  the  sea.  I  may  say  the 
bull  trout  are  running ;  Mr.  Burgna  hooked  one 
and  played  it  awhUe,  when  it  broke  away.  The 
prospects  for  the  autumn  fishing  are  good.  The  flies 
for  bull  trout  at  present  are  small  Jock  Scott  and 
Butcher.— Henby  A.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Wellani  (Market  Deeping).— The  river  has 
been  freed  of  the  weeds  that  had  become  such  a 
nuisance.  The  Folly,  which  the  Sheffieldera  would 
have  liked  on  account  of  the  abundance  of  pike 
during  the  season,  has  been  secured  this  year  by 
four  Peterborough  gentlemen.  On  Thursday,  Julv 
16,  at  Northants  County  Councfl  the  conservators 
of  the  Welland  fishery  district  were  appointed,  their 
duties  being  principally  to  protect  angling  societies 
and  to  arrange  the  close  time  for  fishing.— E.  A.  S. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).— A  good 
many  anglers  are  visiting  the  Witham  at  various 
points.  More  visitors  are  now  seen  about  Bardney, 
and  some  good  fish  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  those 
who  have  tried  between  the  bridges.  At  Southrey 
sport  has  been  fairly  good,  but  the  best  fish  have 
come  from  between  Anton  Gowts  and  Boston  At 
Chapel  Hill,  near  Dogdyke,  bream  are  in  force  ;  they 
appear  to  be  taking  advantage  of  the  sunny  weather. 
One  of  the  best  spots  is  between  Gooses  Farm  and 
the  famous  Ashholt.  Tench  and  big  bream  are  got 
from  the  deep  waters  towards  the  Sluice.  Many 
rods  have  been  out  on  the  Cowbridge  and  Mount 
Pleasant  drains,  and  some  heavy  fish  have  been 
landed.  Good  tench  have  been  caught  at  Bunkers 
HiU.    Roach  fishing  is  improving. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  now  in  capital  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom 
fishing;  several  nice  creels  have  been  obtained. 
Mr.  A.  Coates,  fishing  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
A.  A.  water,  took  six  and  a  half  brace,  and  on  July  20 
two  and  a  half  brace,  Mr.  A.  G.  Collinson  also 
securing  several  good  trout  and  grayhng.  A 
gentleman  from  Nottingham,  fishing  from  the  end 
of  the  Rutland  Arms  Hotel  garden,  Matlock  Bath, 
took  three  barbel,  3Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  and  6ilb.  Mr.  W. 
Ku-kland,  fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  on 
July  18,  had  [several  nice  fish.  The  prospect  on 
both  the  streams  is  good. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — During  the  last  few  days  sport 
has  been  fairly  good  with  worm,  minnow,  and 
fly  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  in  the 
districts  of  Hawes,  Askrigg,  Bedmire,  and  Wensley. 
I   had  nice  sport  last  week-end  in  a  preserved 
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portion  of  Bedale  Beck ;  my  basket  contained 
twelve  nice  trout,  all  about  Jib.  each,  with  fly. 
On  July  16  1  was  on  the  Cover  in  the  upper  reaches 
and  caught  nineteen  trout.  Mr.  Chaytor  had  about 
91b.  of  fish.  The  water  is  now  in  nice  trim,  and 
prospects  are  good.  The  Wharfe  has  had  a  nice 
fresh  in,  and  some  very  good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  got  with  fly,  worm,  and  minnow.  The  Nidd 
is  now  running  in  excellent  condition,  and  some 
good  sport  has  been  met  with.  The  Swale,  also, 
is  in  fine  trim,  and  sport  has  greatly  improved. 
Some  fine  baskets  of  trout  have  been  had  in  the 
Richmond,  Easeby,  and  Catterick  districts.  Sport 
in  Ryedale  has  been  good.  The  Pickering  and  Ay  ton 
waters  have  been  in  good  condition.  The  Market 
Weighton  canal  is  in  good  order,  and  sport  has  been 
good,  some  excellent  baskets  of  mixed  fish  having 
been  made.  During  the  week  several  angling  clubs 
have  had  their  matches  on  the  Ouse — the  Corona- 
tion A.C.  (Leeds),  on  July  21,  sport  being  good; 
first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  S.  Byron,  31b.  2oz. 
City  of  York  A.C.  at  Nun  Monkton,  first  prize 
taken  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Smith. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnaceal^ach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.)^ 

— On  July  15,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyke,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
thirty-six  trout,  lOIb.  ;  and  Colonel  Sandford,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  twenty-five,  81b.  On  July  16,  Mr. 
Dyke,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty  trout,  151b.  On  July  17, 
Colonel  Sandford,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty-one  trout, 
111b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyke,  on  same  loch, 
thirty-eight,  141b.— B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  July  13, 
Mr.  Upcher  had  a  grilse  of  71b.  On  July  14,  Mr, 
Sykes,  salmon,  161b.,  and  grilse,  6Jlb.  On  July  15, 
Mr.  de  Upaugh,  salmon,  191b,  ;  Mr.  Workman,  two 
sea-trout,  31b.,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Todd,  one  sea-trout,  IJlb. ; 
Mr.  Dover,  one  sea-trout.  IJlb,  On  July  16,  Mr. 
Todd,  grilse,  5|Ib.  ;  Mr.  Moody,  grilse,  l^lh. ;  Mr. 
de  Upaugh,  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Dover,  salmon,  191b.  ; 
Mr.  Sykes,  one  sea-trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Moon,  two  sea- 
trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Moody,  two  sea-trout,  31b.  On 
July  17,  Mr.  Workman,  grilse,  71b.,  and  sea-trout, 
1  Jib. ;  Mr.  Sykes,  one  sea- trout,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  de 
Upaugh,  two  sea-trout,  21b.,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  McLeod, 
one  sea-trout,  lib.  ;  Mr.  Aiken,  one  sea-trout,  lib. 
On  July  18,  Mr.  Workman,  one  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr. 
McLeod,  one  trout,  Jib. ;  Mr.  Aiken,  one  trout,  lib. 
On  July  20,  Mr.  Aiken,  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  de  Upaugh, 
grilse,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Woodrow,  sea-trout,  21b. ;  Messrs. 
Aiken,  McLeod,  and  Workman,  six  trout,  91b. — 
D.  Macdonald, 

Border  Hsk  and  Liddle. — Rivers  are  in  good 
fishing  order.  Sea-trout  are  now  in  both  rivers, 
and  good  hauls  have  been  made.  Fishing  in  the 
Canonbie  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Murray  caught  a  salmon, 
81b.,  and  fifteen  sea-trout ;  Mr.  James  Scott  had 
four  sea-trout  and  six  herling  at  a  fishing ;  Dr. 
Anderson,  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  one 
salmon,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Tom  Steel,  twenty  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  Frank  Little,  thirteen  sea-trout;  and  Mr.  A. 
Keen,  twenty-one  sea-trout  and  eleven  herling. 
Mr.  A.  Porteous,  at  a  second  fishing,  caught  twelve 
sea-trout  and  six  herling;  Mr.  J.  Steel,  twelve  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  G.  A.  Mitchell,  five ;  Mr.  J.  Brockbank, 
two  ;  Mr.  Dewar,  two  ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  twelve ; 
Mr.  J.  Graham,  eleven  ;  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  six  ;  and  Mr. 
G,  Law,  five  at  a  fishing.  Dr.  Paterson  had  nine 
sea-trout  and  Mr.  D.  Murray  ten,  during  the  week. 
Mr.  Brown  had  four  sea-trout  and  a  herling  with  fly  ; 
Mr.  Richardson  and  Mr.  McClelland,  at  one  fishing, 
took  fifteen  sea-trout.  On  July  18,  Mr.  McLellan 
caught  a  grilse  of  4Jlb.  Mr.  J.  Williamson  creeled 
three  sea-trout,  each  21b.  On  July  17,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Connell,  fishing  with  fly  in  Broomholm  water, 
caught  seven  sea-trout  and  two  dozen  yellow  trout, 
and  on  Saturday,  with  fly,  ten  sea-trout  and  ten 
yellow  trout.  In  the  upper  reewhes  of  the  Liddle 
water,  Mr.  D,  Hardie  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow 


trout ;  Mr.  Thompson,  two  sea-trout  and  some 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  had  two  sea-trout 
and  two  herling  in  Liddle  ;  Mr.  Dickie,  a  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  C.  Irving,  a  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout. 
Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  Burke  had  four 
sea-trout  and  some  good  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Ross 
had  eleven  sea-trout ;  and  Mr.  D.  Lightbody,  seven. 
Mr.  W.  Borthwiok,  Langholm,  twelve  sea-trout; 
and  the  Messrs.  Morrison,  four  each.  Messrs.  Frank 
Story  and  A,  McMillan  caught  eight  sea-trout  each  ; 
Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson,  three  ;  Mr,  Weatherstone,  three  ; 
and  Messrs.  R.  Laidlaw  and  J.  Young,  two  each 
close  to  Canonbie  Bridge.  Mr.  R.  Nelson  had 
three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Jackson,  two ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Borthwick,  one.  A  number  of  anglers  had  fair 
creels  of  herling  in  the  Canonbie  water.  Mr. 
Douglas  says  this  is  about  the  best  season  he 
has  known.  Mr,  Talbot  Hassel  and  Mr.  Dean  have 
had  good  sport,  the  former  getting  five  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  mid-reaches,  while 
Mr.  Dean  had  one  sea-trout  and  a  number  of  yellow 
trout  in  Langholm  water.  On  Monday,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Jackson  creeled  a  number  of  sea-trout,  Mr.  J. 
Johnstone  was  very  successful  in  sea-trout,  while 
Mr.  J.  Clarke  topped  the  lot,  some  of  his  best 
weighing  over  31b.— Gilnockib. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Since  the  spate  at  the 
end  of  last  week  the  river  has  been  in  fairly  good 
condition,  and  anglers  have  every  prospect  of 
enjoying  a  successful  season.  The  change  has  also 
induced  fish  to  ascend  from  the  sea,  and  the  net 
fishermen  for  the  past  week  have  had  large 
numbers  of  grilse  and  trout.  Salmon  are  not 
so  numerous  as  they  were  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month.  Along  the  coast  the  yield  from  the 
bag  nets,  of  grilse  especially,  is  well  maintained. 
A  female  salmon,  marked  9607  by  Mr.  Bisset's 
fishermen  on  the  Deveron,  on  March  24,  was 
caught  in  the  Harbour  Commissioners'  sea-nets 
at  Aberdeen  on  July  11.  When  the  fish  was 
marked  as  a  kelt,  on  the  Deveron,  it  weighed  31b. 
and  measured  24in.  in  length.  At  its  second 
capture  it  weighed  6|lb.  and  was  26in.  in  length. 
Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Nicholson,  of  Eden,  have 
arrived  at  Eden  House  from  London.—  H.  W. 

  (Huntly). — On  Saturday  (July  18)  Messrs. 

McKenzie,  Inschstamack,  had  three  salmon,  S  jlb., 
91b.,  and  61b.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  A.  Duffton  had 
a  nice  salmon  from  Bogie.  On  Monday  (July  20) 
Mr.  Fraser,  Lownfield  House,  had  a  grilse  of  31b. 
J udging  from  what  has  been  seen  crossing  shallows 
we  shall  be  fairly  well  stocked. — D.  N. 

Inclinadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — Fishing 
from  the  above  hotel  the  following  catches  have 
been  made: — July  13,  Mr.  Thomson,  seventeen 
trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  twenty  trout,  6lb. 
July  14,  Mr.  Webb,  twenty  trout,  111b.  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Swan,  twenty  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  ten 
trout,  51b.  July  15,  Mr.  Thomson,  one  trout,  21b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  twenty-four  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
S.  Webb,  eleven  trout,  71b,  ;  Messrs  Webb  and 
Andrews,  eleven  trout,  61b.  ;  Messrs.  Booth  and 
Morgan,  eight  trout,  4 Jib.  July  16,  Mr.  Thomson, 
ten  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Andrews,  one  salmon,  12Jlb.  ; 
Messrs.  Webb  and  Keeling,  fifteen  trout,  91b. 
July  17,  Mr.  Thomson,  nine  trout,  91b.,  heaviest, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Keeling,  five  trout,  71b. ;  Rev.  A.  Morgan 
and  Mr.  Booth,  fifteen  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swan,  twelve  trout,  81b.,  heaviest,  21b. ;  Mr.  Webb, 
one  salmon,  101b. — W.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perthshire). — The  streams  are  now  running 
at  their  normal  level  after  the  late  rains,  and  are  in 
order  for  successful  angling.  The  weather,  too,  is 
fine,  cloudy,  and  showery  at  times,  and  many  heavy 
baskets  have  been  made  with  fly,  both  on  the  lower 
and  upper  reaches.  Worm  anglers  are  also  much  in 
evidence.  The  lochs  are  doing  well,  trout  rising 
freely  to  the  fly.  On  Auchintaple  the  average 
weight  has  been  well  over  lib. — Iasgair. 

Kinloch-Bannoch,  N.B.  (Bunrannoch  Hotel). 
— From  Bunrannoch  Hotel  on  July  14,  Mr.  C.  N. 
Hughes,  London,  had  the  finest  trout  caught  for 
several  years,  weight  over  161b.,  length  32in.,  girth 
20Jin.  On  the  15th,  Miss  Myra  Hamilton,  London, 
one  of  2Jlb. — C.  MacRae. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland). — From  the 
end  of  June  to  July  10,  seven  salmon  were  landed 
on  River  Shin.  The  lowest  weight  was  a  10-pdr., 
and  the  heaviest  141b.  and  151b,  The  average  all 
over  was  about  121b.  each.  Good  brown  trout 
baskets  were  also  made  on  the  lochs.  Since  then 
the  following  details  maybe  given: — On  July  10, 
Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  ten  trout,  3Jlb.  On 


Trout,  Sea-Tkout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake.  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  auy  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawm  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams;  "fiacator  Leeds." 


same  loch.  Dr.  Stallard  and  Mr.  Tucker,  twenty- 
three,  8|lb.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch 
Shin,  sixteen,  6|lb.  ;  and  Dr.  Stallard  and  Mr. 
Tucker,  twenty-eight,  10 Jib.  On  the  13th,  Mr. 
Copeland,  sixteen,  61b.,  and  two  ferox,  4Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Bell,  sixteen,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Knox,  on  Beannoch,  seven, 
5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Carlyon,  on  River  Shin,  one  salmon, 
121b. ;  and  Mr.  Sparrow,  on  Fuarloch,  twelve  trout, 
5Jlb.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Sparrow,  oa  River  Shin, 
one  salmon,  1 81b.  ;  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Knox,  two,  131b. 
and  141b.;  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  ten  trout, 
5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Sparrow,  fourteen,  6Jlb.  On  the  15th, 
Mr.  Bell,  nine,  31b.  ;  (Mr.  Copeland,  seven,  3Jlb. ; 
and  Mr.  R.  W.  Knox,  on  Beannoch,  thirteen,  8Jlb. 
Since  then  sport  has  been  equally  good.  — B. 

Lochinver  (Calag  Hotel). — On  July  6,  Mr. 
Constable,  one  salmon,  17Jlb. ;  Dr.  Stevens,  eight 
trout,  4cilh. ;  Mr.  Rigby,  three  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Waters,  eighteen  trout,  71b.  ;  Dr.  Skinner,  four 
trout,  IJlb.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  Hill,  seven  trout, 
3flb. ;  Mr.  Constable,  twenty-two  trout,  lOJlb.  ; 
Mr.  FitzGerald  (sea  fishing),  one  lythe.  on©  whiting, 
and  one  sea-trout,  31b.  On  the  8th,  Messrs.  Waters, 
twenty-two  trout,  8Jlb. ;  Dr.  Stevens,  three  trout, 
IJlb. ;  Mr.  Rigby,  six  trout,  21b.  On  the  9th,  Dr. 
Cullen,  one  grilse,  4^1b. ;  "  MacNab's  "  henchmen, 
one  grilse,  4Jlb. :  Dr.  Skinner,  twenty-two  trout, 
8Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Waters,  twenty-five  trout,  9}lb.  ; 
Mr.  FitzGerald  (sea  fishing)  eleven  fish,  various  ; 
Miss  Stevens,  three  ti-out,  IJlb.  On  the  10th,  Mr. 
A.  Mackenzie,  thirty-six  trout,  181b. ;  Mr.  Caristie, 
one  salmon,  141b. ;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  one  sea-trout,  2Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Constable,  one  grilse,  4Jlb. ;  Dr.  Skinner,  fifteen 
trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Waters,  nine  trout,  31b.  ;  Miss 
Stevens,  eight  trout,  2 Jib.  On  the  11th,  Dr. 
Skinner,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  one  sea- 
trout,  l|lb.  ;  Miss  Stevens  and  Miss  Arbuthnot, 
seven  trout,  2  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Waters  and  Mrs.  Skinner, 
thirteen  trout,  71b. ;  Dr.  Cullen,  one  salmon,  131b.  ; 
Mr.  Christie,  one  salmon,  11  Jib.  On  the  13th, 
Canon  Hamphill,  trout,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Waters,  ton 
trout,  41b.  ;  Dr.  Stevens,  eight  trout,  3|lb.  On  the 
14th,  "MacNab's"  henchmen,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  ; 
Captain  Browne,  one  gfilse,  4|lb.,  and  one  salmon, 
7ilb.  ;  Mr.  FitzGerald,  thirteen  trout,  51b. ;  Dr. 
Cullen,  one  salmon,  71b.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  Waters, 
twenty-two  trout,  8Jlb.  ;  Lady  FitzGerald,  five 
trout,  l^lb. ;  Captain  Br6wne,  one  grilse,  5 Jib. ;  Dr. 
Cullen,  one  salmon,  11  Jib.  On  the  16th,  Dr.  Cullen 
and  Mr.  Christie,  two  grilse,  4Jlb.  each,  one  grilse, 
5Jlb.,  and  one  sea-trout,  21b.  ;  Miss  Stevens,  ten 
trout,  41b.  ;  Captain  Browne,  twenty-six  trout, 
9|lb. ;  Lady  FitzGerald  and  Mr.  FitzGerald,  three 
ferox,  7Jlb.,  41b.,  and  21b.,  and  five  trout,  31b.— 
MacNab. 

Iioch  Katrine,  N.B.  (Stronaohlachar  Hotel). — 

Fishing  from  the  above  hotel  on  July  18,  Mr. 
Ohanlan  caught  six  trout,  weighing,  31b.  On  the 
20th,  Mr.  Ohanlan  had  nine  trout,  3Jlb.,  and  Mr. 
Herbert,  three  trout,  3Jlb.  Fishing  from  Invergyle 
House,  Stronaohlachar,  on  the  18th,  BaUie  Carswell 
and  party  had  thirty-three  trout,  151b.  3oz. ;  on 
the  20th.  twenty-eight  trout,  121b.  4oz. — Donald 
Feegtjson. 

IiOch  Leven  (Kinross). — Only  an  occasional  boat 
is  going  out,  and  there  has  been  no  improvement  in 
sport.  Twelve  members  of  the  Dunfermline  Club 
captured  nineteen  trout,  weighing  231b  8oz.  1st, 
Mr.  A.  Smith,  three  trout,  41b.  12oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  J. 
Dick,  three,  31b.  13oz.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  T.  Hill,  two, 
31b.  6oz ;  for  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  A.  Smith, 
21b.  14Joz.  Eleven  members  of  the  Edinburgh 
Waverley  Club  creeled  ten  trout,  151b.  14oz. 
1st,  Mr.  S.  Griese,  three  trout,  51b.  4Joz.  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  J.  Dick,  two  trout,  31b.  14oz. ;  heaviest 
trout,  Mr.  J.  Dick,  21b.  8oz.  An  evening  com- 
petition was  held  by  the  Edinburgh  Amateur  Club. 
Though  eight  members  took  part,  Mr.  G.  J.  Cargey 
was  the  only  one  who  effected  a  capture,  his  catch 
being  two  trout,  21b.  lOoz.  This  is  now  the  best 
month  for  perch  fishing,  which  is  being  prosecuted 
with  considerable  success.  Monday  proved  the 
most  productive  here  this  seeison,  when  bright 
weather  and  a  favouring  easterly  breeze  brought 
large  shoals  in  the  bays  along  the  western  shore. 
A  set  was  made  with  the  net  in  the  boat  mooring 
ground  at  the  association's  pier  which  yielded 
about  fifteen  hundred  perch.  A  perch  fishing  com- 
petition was  held  by  the  Dunfermline  Artizan  Club 
on  Monday,  when  eleven  rods  captured  close  on 
eight  hundred.  Five  prizes  were  awarded. — R.  B. 
Laing. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — Sport 
has  been  improving  of  late,  as  the  following  record 
will  show.  On  July  11,  Mrs.  W,  T.  Brown,  Syre 
Lodge,  Strathnaver,  landed  one  salmon  on  Beat 
No.  5  ;  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  five 
salmon  on  No.  3  ;  Mr.  W.  E.  Burnell  one  on  No.  4. 
On  the  13th,  Mr.  W.  T.  Brown,  Syre  Lodge,  caught 
two  salmon  on  No.  6;  Mr.  Alison  Johnson,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  four  on  Nos.  2  and  3  ;  Major  Burnell  Jlilnes 
three  on  Nos.  4  and  5.  On  the  14th,  the  Skelpick 
rod  had  one  3almon,on  No.  3  ;  Major  Burnell  Milnes 
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three  on  Nos.  6  and  6.  On  the  15th,  the  Skelpick 
rod  had  one  salmon  on  No.  4;  Major  Burnell 
Milnes  two  OTi  No.  6 1  Mr,  W,  T,  Brown  one  on 
No.  2.  On  the  16th,  the  Skelpick  rod  had  one  on 
No.  5,  and  Major  Burnell  Milnes  one  on  No.  2. 
On  the  17th,  the  Skelpick  rod  had  two  salmon  on 
No.  6;  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  one  on  No.  3;  Mr. 
W.  T.  Brown  one  on  No.  4.  This  made  a  total  of 
thirty  salmon  caught  with  the  rod  in  six  days,  or 
an  average  catch  of  five  salmon  a  day.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  was  fine  and 
the  river  falling. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Better  waters  or  angling 
conditions  generally  could  not  be  wished  for  than 
what  prevail  at  present.  On  the  Aboyne  and 
Glentana  reaches  a  good  few  have  been  creeled  by 
the  keepers.  On  Dess  waters,  Mr.  A.  Forbes, 
Aberdeen,  creeled  two  grilse  and  several  trout  of 
21b.  and  over.  On  Saturday  and  Monday  he  had 
six  sea- trout  weighing  121b.  On  Kincardine  water, 
Mr.  Harvey  Hall  creeled  two  grilse  of  3|lb.  each, 
while  several  were  got  on  the  Commonty  and 
Blackball  waters.  On  Woodend  and  Cairnton 
several  salmon  were  got,  and  on  Feughside  water 
6  grilse  and  10  sea- trout  were  creeled  on  Monday, 
July  20,  by  the  local  keepers.  On  the  Don,  Mr. 
Robert  Lindsay,  Aberdeen,  had  a  61b.  pike ; 
while  Mr.  Lindsay,  Jim.,  and  his  brother  had 
several  fine  trout  on  the  Pitmedden.  On  the 
Ythan  yellow  fins  are  showing  up  well,  but  heavy 
sea-trout  are  scarce.  Mr.  McKenzie  and  friend 
had  excellent  baskets  on  Monday  last.  On  the 
Brownie  and  Ebsie  good  baskets  were  made  on 
July  20  and  July  21.  On  the  Beauly  Castle  home 
waters  the  lessee  is  having  four  and  five  fish  daily. 
He  had  twenty-seven  last  week  up  to  Wednesday 
(July  22).  On  the  higher  beat  Mr.  Barry,  Strurey, 
had  four  fish  on  J uly  20,  heaviest  1 61b.  A  good 
netting  season  is  being  had  on  the  coast,  especially 
in  grilse  and  sea-trout,  while  not  a  few  autumn 
fish,  A  marked  grilse  was  caught  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Dee  on  July  11.  It  was  marked  as  a  kelt  of 
31b.  on  March  24,  and  when  re-captured  was  two 
inches  longer  and  3f  lb.  heavier. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.) — 
On  July  13  Mr.  Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  on  Mid 
Shin  Beat,  Loch  Shin,  caught  eleven  trout,  3Jlb. ; 
and  Messrs.  Luddington,  Ely,  on  Fing  Beat,  twenty- 
eight  trout,  111b.  On  14th  Mr.  Bickersteth,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  nineteen  trout,  51b.,  and  Messrs. 
Luddington  five  sea-trout,  12|Ib.,  besides  one  grilse 
weighing  5^1b.  On  the  15th  the  sport  was  some- 
what similar.  On  the  16th,  Messrs.  Luddington, 
Ely,  on  Loch  Gorm,  twenty  trout,  lOJlb.,  and  Mr. 
Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  on  Mid  Shin,  twenty-four, 
8Jlb.  On  the  17th  Messrs.  Luddington  landed 
seven  sea-trout,  lOJlb. — B. 

Portree  (Isle  of  Skye).— Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the 
Royal  Hotel,  fished  Storr  Loch  on  July  20  and  had 
a  basket  of  trout  weighing  8flb.,  and  on  the  2l8t 
had  a  basket  of  trout  weighing  20Jlb. — C.  McLaben. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — The  following  sport  has 
been  got  by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel. 
On  July  11,  Mr.  Edward  Buxton  landed  two  salmon, 
one  of  which  weighed  201b.  and  the  other  121bs. ; 
Mr.  Buxton  caught  a  13-pounder.  On  July  13,  Mr. 
Buxton  caught  two  of  141b.  and  131b.,  besides  a 
grilse  of  41b.  ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Buxton,  two  grilse, 
41b.  and  51b.  On  July  14,  Mr.  Buxton  landed  a 
121b.  salmon  and  a  grilse  of  41b.  ;  and  Mr.  Gurney, 
a  salmon  weighing  151b.  On  July  15,  Mr,  Buxton, 
two  salmon,  141b.  and  131b.,  and  three  grilse,  41b., 
51b.,  41b.  ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Buxton,  four  grilse, 
61b.,  41b.,  51b.,  51b.  On  July  16,  Mr.  Buxton  had  a 
6ib.  grilse ;  Mr.  Gurney,  one  of  61b. ;  and  Mr.  E. 
Buxton,  two  of  41b.  and  51b. — B. 

SoTith  of  Scotland. — These  rivers  have  been  in 
the  best  of  order  for  trout  fishing,  yet  the  sport 
with  the  fly  is  of  very  little  account.  A  fine 
summer  salmon  of  211b.  was  caught  on  July  18 
with  the  small  fly,  and  the  same  gentleman  had 
two  grilse  on  Monday  in  the  Annan,  A  goodly 
number  of  both  grilse  and  salmon,  as  also  sea-trout, 
have  been  ascending  the  rivers  since  last  week's 
notes.  The  Annan  was  running  in  full  black  water 
up  to  Monday  evening,  and  still  in  good  fly  order 
on  Wednesday.  In  the  Castlemilk  water,  belonging 
to  Sir  Robert  Jardine,  Bart.,  Mr.  John  Rae,  Eccle- 
fechan,  landed  a  splendid  salmon  of  211b.  on  July  18, 
and  on  Monday  morning  Mr.  Rae  landed  a  couple 
of  grilse  of  51b.  each  with  a  small  trout  fly. 
He  had  several  sea-trout  in  the  same  water.  A 
number  of  other  anglers  had  odd  sea-trout  and 
yellow  trout  in  Castlemilk  water.  In  Hoddom 
Castle  portion,  Mr.  Shannon  had  a  sea-trout  of 
about  31b.  with  worm  bait.  In  the  flood  during  the 
earlier  part  of  the  week  the  sport  was  not  so  good 
with  the  worm  bait,  the  best  basket  being  three  sea- 
trout  and  a  dozen  yell  ow  trout.  In  the  Mount 
Annan  water  angling  has  been  rather  quiet  and  few 
rods  have  been  out.  Fishing  in  the  lower  waters  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Robert  Graham  had  a  brace  of  herling. 


and  on  Wednesday  (July  22)  he  had  one.  Mr. 
Laurie  killed  the  best  herling  so  far  on  Tuesday, 
with  the  fly.  Some  grilse  were  running  to-day 
(Wednesday),  and  sea-trout  are  still  making  a  nice 
show  in  the  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  Annan.  The 
Nith  has  been  in  good  ply  this  week,  and  fair  sport 
has  fallen  to  the  rods  in  the  middle  reaches.  A  few 
sea-trout  have  been  taken  by  local  anglers' in' the 
middle  reaches,  as  also  in  the  Closeburn  and 
Auldgirth  waters.  There  are  no  herling  ascending 
this  river,  but  there  was  a  run  of  grilse  on  July  19. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Some  fair  sport 
was  had  on  the  rivers  of  this  district  last  week-end. 
Several  rods  had  good  catches  in  the  Carsphairn 
district,  and  odd  rods  out  on  Loch  Doon  caught  a 
few  yellow  trout.  The  Dee,  of  Kirkcudbrightshire, 
and  the  Fleet,  of  Gatehouse,  are  in  fairly  good  trim, 
but  the  herling  have  been  making  no  show  in  these 
rivers  up  to  this  date.  Ayrshire  Rivers. — Little  is 
doing  on  these  rivers  since  Monday,  but  fair  catches 
were  made  up  to  Saturday.  All  the  waters  are  in 
moderate  trim  for  the  fly. — Heatherbell. 

Standing'  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney).— 
On  July  18,  Mr.  Duncan,  fourteen  trout,  weighing 
121b.  ;  20th,  Mr.  Duncan,  ten,  121b.,  heaviest  31b.— 
John  Mack  ay. 

Strome  Perry  Hotel  Waters  (via  Dingwall, 
N.B.),- On  July  10  Mr.  John  MacKay,  Forest  Hill, 
London,  on  Firnaig  River,  four  trout,  Iflb.  On 
July  11  Mr.  Duncan  Finlayson,  Kyle,  had  eleven 
trout,  31b.,  and  sea-trout  of  21b. — B. 

Tongue  Hotel.  —  Fishing  from  this  hotel  on 
July  13,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty-one 
trout,  91b. ;  Major  Bunn,  on  Loch  Loyal,  ten  trout, 
6Jlb.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Swan,  on  the  Kyle,  twelve 
trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Crocach,  ten 
trout,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  eight 
trout,  3Jlb.  On  the  15th,  Major  Bunn,  on  Loch 
Slam,  eight  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  the  Kyle, 
fifteen  trout,  231b.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Bourne,  on 
Loch  Loyal,  twenty-one  trout,  71b. ;  Major  Bunn, 
on  Loch  Craggie,  seven  trout,  3Jlb.  On  the  17th. 
Major  Bunn,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  twelve  trout,  6  Jib. ; 
Mr.  Swan,  on  Loch  Craggie,  six  trout,  31b.  On  the 
18th,  Major  Bunn,  on  Loch  Craggie.  eight  trout; 
Mr.  Bourne,  on  the  Kyle,  seven  trout,  101b. ;  Colonel 
Campbell,  on  the  Kyle,  51b. — M.  MacInnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahincli  Pishery  (Galway). — Bright,  calm 
days  with  little  breeze  have  prevailed  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  week.  Mr.  A.  V.  Willcox  secured  three 
salmon,  61b.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  thirty  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
M.  Campbell,  two  salmon,  81b.,  71b.,  and  thirty  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Haden  Corser,  two  salmon,  61b.,  8^Ib. ; 
General  Beresford,  one  summer  fish,  91b.,  and 
twenty -nine  sea-trout ;  Mr.  C.  Alington,  two  salmon, 
71b.,  71b.,  and  forty-one  sea-trout ;  Rev.  R.  L.  Flood 
and  party,  thirty-one  sea-trout.  Total  for  week, 
10  salmon,  72|lb.,  and  161  sea-trout. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — In  the  early  part  of  the  past 
week  this  river  came  into  order  after  the  recent 
rains  and  flood  and  good  sport  was  obtained  on  all 
the  stretches.  Brown  trout  took  the  fly  freely,  and 
baskets  were  made  at  Portglenone,  Kilrea,  and 
Movanagher.  The  run  of  summer  salmon  and  grilse 
was  the  largest  known  for  years.  The  net  used  at 
the  Cranagh  in  the  brackish  water  caught  500  of 
these  fish,  newly  in  from  the  sea,  at  one  draught, 
and  300  were  taken  by  the  one  used  at 
New  Ferry,  four  miles  above  Portglenone 
in  one  day.  The  flood  was  large  enough 
to  carry  all  the  flsh  over  the  weirs,  and 
every  pool  from  Coleraine  to  Toome  now  holds 
salmon.  Mr.  A.  Menan  caught  two  grilse,  51b.  and 
6Jlb.,  on  the  Portglenone  stretch ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson 
two  grilse,  51b.  and  71b.,  and  one  salmon,  8Jlb. 
Mr.  Ardale  three  grilse,  51b.,  71b.  and  81b. ;  Rev. 
Underwood  seven  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from 
31b.  to  101b.,  and  Colonel  R.  nine,  from  4|lb.  to 
111b.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach.  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  and 
party,  twelve,  from  61b.  to  lOlb.,  and  Mr.  G. 
Andrews  sixteen,  from  4|^lb.  to  91b.,  on  the  Caronroe 
section. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Heavy  thunder  showers 
fell  at  intervals  this  week,  keeping  the  streams  at  a 
nice  level.  On  such  small  rivers  as  the  Glenovy, 
Crumlen,  Clady,  etc.,  baskets  of  from  a  dozen  to 
four  dozen  |lb.  to  ^Ib.  trout  were  made  by  various 
anglers,  chiefly  on  the  Wickham,  Hare's  Ear,  Red 
Hackle,  and  Small  Bustard  Alexandra.  The  weather 
was  not  propitious  for  angling  on  the  Dams,  the 
returns  for  which  were  poor  since  last  notes.  I 
regret  to  record  the  death  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Count- 
Berry,  a  vice-president  of  the  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association  and  a  some  time  member  of  the  Dove 
Angling  Club,  at  a  ripe  old  age. — J.  A.  B, 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
was  in  fine  fishing  order  during  the  past  week,  and 
some  good  sport  enjoyed.  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn  landed 
seven  salmon  during  the  past  week  of  201b.,  161b., 
141b.,  81b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike 


landed  eight  in  same  time,  from  61b.  to  221b.  ;  Mr. 
John  Stone  landed  ten,  from  71b.  to  161b.  ;  Captain 
Leo.  Moore,  seven,  131b.,  91b.,  101b.,  71b.,  91b.,  101b., 
121b. ;  Mr.  John  Thomson,  four,  fiom  161b.  to  61b. ; 
Mr.  Cook  and  friend,  four,  141b.,  71b.,  81b.,  8lb.  ; 
Mr.  Geo.  Davies,  four,  101b..  71b.,  71b.,  Gib.  ; 
on  July  20  and  21,  and  Mr.  Gregory  two  of  171b. 
and  51b.,  on  July  20.  The  river  is  now  in  grand 
order.  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  caught  some  fine  trout 
during  the  past  week,  amongst  them  one  of  51b. 
Captain  Leo  Moore  had  some  grand  sport  amongst 
sea-trout  down  by  the  falls  below  Ballyshannon 
Bridge,  catching  up  to  one  hundred  in  a  few 
evenings  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Conn,  Crossmolina,  (Gortnorabby 
Hotel). — Sport  here  for  the  past  week  has  very 
much  improved.  Major  Munns  on  the  July  16, 
killed  two  grilse  weighing  61b.  each,  and  on  the 
same  date,  Mr.  Deverell  one  weighing  51b.  On  July 
17,  Mr.  FiAer,  one  salmon  111b.,  and  lost  two 
grilse.  Major  Munns  on  July  19,  one  grilse  6|lb., 
and  made  a  nice  basket  of  trout,  largest  3Jlb.  Mr. 
Pile  killed  two  pike  on  July  21,  weighing  171b.  and 
131b.  Mr.  Johnson  on  the  same  date  one  grilse  6  Jib. 
There  ig  every  prospect  of  good  sport  during  the 
week. — Manages. 

Lough  Corrib  (Oughterard).  — Last  week  was 
unusually  bad  for  lough  fishing.  There  was  a 
great  thunderstorm,  with  much  rain,  which  raised 
the  river  Owen-Riff  over  two  feet,  which  brought 
up  numerous  salmon  and  some  trout.  Local  gentle- 
man captured  over  thirty-five  salmon,  average 
weight,  6Jlb.  The  flood  subsided  after  two  days, 
when  the  take  of  salmon  stopped.  Rev.  S.  W.  Scale 
and  W.  B.  Soole,  Doncaster,  captured  a  pike  a 
short  time  before  the  thimder  began,  its  weight 
was  25|lb.  ;  length,  3ft.  4in.  This  pike  was  killed 
on  a  very  large  spoon,  and  gave  play  for  twenty - 
five  minutes. — T.  F.  Naughton. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  generally  against  angling, 
but  fair  sport  has  been  had.  On  one.  Major 
Cresswell,  fishing  with  James  Leary,  jun.,  caught 
ten  sea-trout  averaging  IJlb.  Messrs.  Davies  (2), 
on  another  day,  had  ten  of  about  the  same  weight. 
Mr.  Prants  got  from  three  to  six  sea-trout  daily  ; 
and  the  following  gentlemen  had  takes  varying  from 
two  to  six  fish  daily  :  Mr,  Rutledge,  Mr.  Fortune, 
Mr.  Pike,  Colonel  Drury,  Mr.  Rooker,  Mr.  W. 
Martin,  Mr.  H.  Martin,  Dr.  Eden,  Right  Rev.  the 
Bishop  of  Limerick,  Messrs.  Forrester  (2),  Colonel 
Roche,  Mr.  Master  and  party,  and  a  few  others. 
On  July  19  I.  P.  Currane  got  a  peal  of  6:^lb.,  and 
Mr.  Martin  on  Saturday,  July  18,  caught  a  nice, 
fresh-run  peal  in  the  Inny.  The  sea-trout  fishing 
on  the  latter  water  has  afforded  pretty  fair  sport 
on  a  couple  of  days.  Messrs.  Forrester  (2)  caught 
ten  good  sea-trout  on  one  day  on  Coppal  Lake,  and 
Mr.  Pike  had  five  there  on  another  day. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Sport  has  not  been  so  good  as 
in  the  previous  week,  but  some  fair  baskets  of 
gillarooes  and  brown  trout  have  been  taken.  Mr. 
H.  Murry  landed  two  grilse  of  41b.  and  61b.  on 
July  18,  and  Mr.  Morrow  took  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox) 
of  41b.  on  J  uly  20,  and  sport  is  now  improving  on 
the  lake. — M.  Rogan  and  Sjns. 

Mourne  (KTewtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  tine  form, 
On  July  18  Captain  J.  S.  Carter  creeled  a  dozen 
white  trout.  On  July  20  Mr.  Mclvor  had  six; 
Captain  Williams,  two ;  Captain  Carter,  one ;  and 
Mr.  Hainsworth,  one.  On  July  21  Captain  Williams 
had  three  fish.  The  rise  of  water  has  brought  a  lot 
of  newly-run  flsh  up  from  the  lower  reaches.  There 
is  every  prospect  of  good  sport. — -J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — River  in  good  order  with  any 
amount  of  grilse  in  the  pools,  but  rising  short 
owing  to  bright  sunshine.  Mr.  Mills  had  four  on 
July  18,  four  on  July  19,  and  three  on  July  20  ;  Dr. 
Brine,  several  fish  ;  Dr.  Smyth,  eleven  for  the  week  ; 
Rev.  Smyth,  two  ;  and  all  the  rods  that  were  out 
had  good  sport.  Loughs  Conn  and  Talt  fished  fairly 
well  during  the  week,  some  nice  baskets  of  trout 
being  taken.  Sea-trout  fishing  on  the  lower  reaches 
was  fairly  good;  some  rods  got  twenty  to  thirty 
sea-trout,  spinning. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  the  river  was  out 
of  order  for  the  most  of  the  week.  Dr.  Perk,  eleven 
grilse,  661b. ;  Mr.  Miller,  nine  grilse,  601b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Garvey,  six  grilse,  381b. ;  Mr.  Perry,  thirteen  grilse, 
811b. ;  Mr.  Philipson  Stow,  eight  grilse,  561b.  On 
the  Mount  Falcon  water,  Mr.  Carlton  Cross  and  Mr. 
Cholmondsley,  in  eighteen  days,  got  eighty-eight 
grilse.  Sea-trout  fishing  was  good  during  the  past 
week,  best  take  for  one  day,  thirty-three,  221b. 
Sport  on  the  loughs  has  been  good ;  killing  flies, 
Gosshawk,  Skin  Goat,  Peacemaker.  Mr.  Scroop, 
six  grilse,  381b. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).  —  On  Doonass  Sir 
D.  Gooch,  Bart.,  killed  two  peal,  41b.  and  51b.  On 
Prospect  Mr.  W.  B.  Tylden-Pattenson  killed  seven 
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peal.  6ilb.,  4ilb.,  4ilb.,  31b.,  41b.,  41b.,  3ilb. ;  Mr. 
I      A.  J.  Palmer,  four  peal,  41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  51b.  On 

Newgarden  Mr.  W.  B.  Tylden-Pattenson  killed  six 

peal,  41b.,  41b.,  3ilb.,  3^1b.,  31b.,  2ilb.  ;  Mr.  A.  J, 
I      Palmer  two  peal,  41b.,  91b.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  H.  B. 

Daglish  killed  one  peal,  4 Jib. — John  Enkight  & 

Sox. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Flymoxitli. — Bass  fishermen  would  do  well  to 
come  to  Plymouth  now,  for  there  are  plenty  of 
these  fish  to  be  found  almost  anywhere  in  the  bay 
and  estuaries.  They  are  swarming  in  the  Hamoaze 
and  also  the  Cattewater  and  the  Laira,  but  the 
biggest  ones  are  to  be  found  along  the  inside  of 
the  Breakwater,  and  are  any  weight  from  31b. 
upwards.  Some  friends  of  mine  have  been  having 
some  good  sport  with  them,  but  they  are  not  quite 
up  to  casting  with  the  rod  yet.  I  have  also  had 
some  beauties  from  the  Yealm,  where  they  are  also 
very  plentiful.  The  mackerel  are  very  scarce,  and 
very  few  have  been  taken  during  the  week,  although 
the  boats  have  been  trying  their  best  to  find  them. 
Large  takes  of  whiting  continue  to  be  brought  in  by 
the  regular  boats,  but  we  have  not  had  enough  wind 
for  them  to  get  on  the  ground  every  day. — W. 
Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


AJSTGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting,  at  which  fifty- 
seven  societies  were  represented,  was  held  on 
Monday  last.  Two  societies  were  enrolled — the 
Chelmsford  and  the  Orchestral.  Mr.  F.  Castell, 
the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  United 
Visiting  List,  made  application  for  permission  to 
hold  their  annual  competition  in  the  associatifin's 
rented  water  at  King's  Langley.  The  request  was 
readily  granted,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  will 
compete  and  that  boxes  and  bags  will  be  well  filled. 
The  report  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was 
received  with  favour.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  owing 
to  the  great  amount  of  time  required  in  connection 
with  the  Shield  Competition,  reluctantly  resigned 
from  the  Committee  of  the  A.B.S.,  his  resignation 
was  received  with  regret,  and  he  was  thanked  for 
his  past  services.  Mr.  F.  Renn,  of  the  Wenlock 
A.S.,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  An  earnest 
discussion  arose  in  reference  to  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  the  Secretary  having  reported 
that  owing  to  the  tone  of  the  section  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
report  dealing  with  petitions  presented  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  he  had  felt  constrained  to  resign  from  the 
Committee.  The  Association's  official  delegate  also 
made  a  lengthy  statement  as  to  the  conduct  of 
T.A.P.S.  affairs  generally  and  the  apparent  im- 
possibility of  the  views  or  actions  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  being  regarded  with  any  favour.  It 
was  suggested  that  we  should  cease  sending  a 
representative,  but  after  several  delagates  had 
spoken  for  and  against,  the  voting  was  so  even  that 
it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter  to  be  settled  at 
the  next  meeting,  delegates  meanwhile  getting  in- 
structions from  their  societies.  All  seemed  to 
think  that  it  was  most  regrettable  that  our  petition, 
which  does  not  seek  to  shut  out  any  other  body  from 
representation,  should  be  attacked,  and  many  seemed 
to  think  that  untU  the  attitude  to  the  Anglers' 
Association  at  present  adopted  by  the  T.A.P.S. 
(who  are  always  railing  at  the  lack  of  support  given 
by  London  anglers)  is  changed  it  would  be  idle  to 
send  a  representative  to  their  meetings.  Others 
again  thought  it  better  to  continue  as  heretofore  in 
the  hope  that  some  day  the  T.A.P.S.  will  recognise 
our  earnest  wish  to  co-operate  in  their  work,  and  so 
lead  us  to  increase,  rather  than  diminish,  our 
support.  Societies  will  only  be  doing  their  duty  by 
making  a  point  of  sending  their  delegates  to  the 
next  meeting  with  definite  instructions  as  to  their 
vote.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
proceedings. — R.  W. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY, 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  10s.  6d.  from  the  Woolwich  Invicta  Angling 
Society.  Two  cases  were  before  the  committee  at 
last  meeting  and  both  relieved.  Shall  be  glad  if 
secretaries  will  make  early  application  for  tickets, 
as  I  am  leaving  for  my  holidays  on  July  31.  The 
demand  for  cards  so  far  has  been  very  poor  in  spite 
of  support  from  fresh  clubs.  Hope  to  see  a  good 
gathering  on  July  27  at  141,  Drummond-strec., 
near  Gower -street  Station.  The  chair  will  be  taken 
at  8.30  p.m.,  and  all  suggestions  for  the  benefit  of 
the  society  heartily  welcomed. — W.  H.  Babbeb, 
9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 


Beitish  Sea  Anglebs'  Society. 

On  Wednesdays,  July  15  and  22,  the  series  of  dis- 
cussions upon  sea-fishing  tackle  and  bait  were 
resumed.  On  the  loth.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  in  the 
chair.  Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson,  the  hon.  curator 
and  librarian,  dealt  with  natural  baits,  which 
he  defined,  as  being  first,  natural  food  to  attract 
the  fish,  and  secondly  a  natural  imitation  of  what 
they  eat,  pointing  out  as  an  instance  of  the  latter 
Mr.  Norman's  statement  that  he  had  successfully 
used  the  garden  worm  as  a  sea  fishing  bait.  Of  course, 
the  sea  fish  had  never  in  its  life  seen  the  garden 
worm.  The  first  point  to  decide  is,  what  at  the 
particular  season  is  the  natural  food  of  the  fish 
sought  to  be  captured ;  secondly,  how  to  present  it 
to  the  fish  in  a  natural  manner.  We  used  to  peel 
our  shrimps,  but  found  that  the  unsheUed  bait  was 
more  natural,  and  therefore  the  best.  The  Doctor, 
having  trays  before  him  containing  specimens  of 
raa  and  lug  worms,  mussels,  soft  crab,  whelk  and 
cockles,  mackerel  and  sand  eel,  shrimps  and  prawns, 
sprat,  pilchard  and  squid,  very  kindly  provided 
by  various  members,  successively  passed  them  in 
review,  defining  and  illustrating  their  right  use  on 
the  hook,  so  that  the  bait  is  retained  there  and  the 
fish  properly  caught.  Illustration  was  given  of  the 
very  large  and  perfect  olfactory  organs  of  the  conger 
eel,  and  its  well  observed  objection  to  staleness  in 
bait.  The  preservation  of  bait  was  considered,  the 
doctor  inclining  rather  to  the  use  of  salt  than  of 
formalin,  to  whose  presence  fish  seemed  strangely 
sensitive.  A  good  discussion  followed.  There  was  a 
large  attendance,  and  reports  were  read  from  twenty- 
five  stations. 

On  Wednesday,  July  22,  Mr.  E.  Hyde  in  the 
chair,  artificial  sea  fishing  baits  were  discussed, 
opened  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  who  by  the  kindness 
of  members  was  enabled  to  show  and  demonstrate 
the  use  of  many  kinds,  ranging  from  the  primitive 
South  Sea  Islanders'  combined  hook  and  artificial 
bait,  painfully  cut  out  of  a  pearly  shell,  to  the  latest 
production  of  the  tackle  maker.  Their  use  and 
abuse  met  with  full  attention  from  members, 
Messrs.  Kemp,  Patterson,  Tucker,  Clarke,  Parker, 
and  the  chairman  contributing,  but  the  subject 
was  finally  dismissed  with  the  opinion  that 
artificial  baits  were  but  poor  substitutes  for  the 
natural  ones  in  sea  fishing.  Reports  from  a 
large  number  of  stations  were  read  and 
excited  much  attention  to  the  large  number 
of  members  present.  They  are  placed  on  the 
club  room  notice  board  daUy  for  the  information 
of  members  calling  in.  Mr.  Hussey,  of  Walmer, 
called  the  attention  of  members  to  the  recent 
drowning,  by  a  capsize,  of  the  Deal  boatman, 
E.  Erridge.  The  account  was  received  with  much 
sympathy,  and  it  was  resolved  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  matter,  with  a  view  of 
making  some  contribution  to  the  fund  being  raised 
for  the  widow.  The  subject  announced  for  con- 
sideration next  Wednesdav  was  "  Hooks,"  to  be 
opened  by  Mr.  Colquhoim  Kemp. — Hon.  Reportee. 

City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society. 

Several  nice  fish  were  exhibited  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  being  in  the  chair.  Included  amongst 
the  fish  shown  were  some  good  chub,  taken  by  the 
chairman,  and  a  carp  of  nearly  61b.,  caught  by 
Mr.  Salisbury,  this  last  fish  being  sent  for  preserva- 
tion. In  the  punt  competition,  which  took  place 
earlier  in  the  day  at  Halliford,  some  200  or  300  fish 
— bream,  dace,  perch,  roach,  etc. — had  been  taken. 
No  competitor,  however,  succeeded  in  taking  three 
fish  of  one  kind  above  the  club  standard,  conse- 
quently no  prizes  were  awarded.  Since  last  meeting 
Mr.  Wolfi  had  had  considerable  success  fishing  at 
Margate,  taking  codling  up  to  61b.,  besides  other 
fish.  Dr.  Ladell  (recently  at  Southwold)  drew 
attention  to  the  great  destruction  of  small  fish  by 
the  trawlers,  instances  coming  under  his  observation 
of  soles  of  such  minute  size  being  taken  that  they 
were  disposed  of  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  dozen. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  A  new  member  was 
elected.  Several  members  have  visited  the  Chess, 
and  some  good  trout  have  been  creeled,  Mr.  Eldred 
taking  a  couple  of  brace  of  good  fish.  A  fine  stream 
is  now  rimning,  and  members  should  have  good 
sport  in  the  evening  given  decent  weather.  Satur- 
day's downpour  put  the  fish  completely  off  feed  for 
the  rest  of  the  day.  We  were  very  pleased  to 
re.  dive  a  visit  from  Mr.  Allen,  who  has  had  some 
f^ir  fishing  on  the  Norfolk  Broads.  Mr.  Powles 
w  est  took  some  good  perch  from  private  water,  and 
Mr.  Gill  some  dace  and  roach  from  Hertford.  Mr. 
Emery  sscured  chub  from  the  Lea.  The  Kelvedon 
water  is  now  in  first-rate  order,  and  good  sport 
should  result. — F.  E.  Eu^bed,  Hon.  Sec. 


Highbctey  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  the  special  meeting 
on  July  22.  From  club  water,  Mr.  H.  Dunn  has 
taken  some  good  dace  up  to  lOioz.  and  trout  of 
21b.  4oz.  Mr.  F.  C.  Potter-Irwin,  from  same  water, 
a  trout,  lib.  lOoz.  ;  and  Mr.  Westrupp  roach  and 
perch.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  has  taken  bream  tind 
roach,  best  brace  of  latter  lib.  9ioz.  and  lib.  6oz. 
Mr.  G.  Rayner,  fishing  the  clear-water  worm,  hooked 
in  a  pool,  and  successfully  landed,  a  jack  of  8^1b. — 
a  disappointing  surprise.  .  Mr.  Whitbread  good 
perch  and  roach.  Mr,  T.  Stone,  perch,  lib.  lOJoz.  ; 
and  Mr.  Berry  some  barbel  from  the  Thames. — 
G.  W. 

PisoATOBiAL  Society. 

Mr.  Horeice  Brown  presided  over  Monday's  meet- 
ing and  presented  the  gold  medals  won  by  members 
for  the  best  fish  in  different  classes  exhibited  at  the 
society's  headquarters  on  Monday  evenings  during 
the  past  year.  There  were  interesting  accounts 
given  of  sport  on  the  Colne.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson 
and  others  found  the  roach  biting  well,  and  made 
good  bags.  Mr.  Thompson  had  nearly  six  dozen 
fish  in  one  day.  Mr.  H.  Gibson  Poole  took  numbers 
of  bream  and  perch  in  the  Cam,  his  best  bream 
weighing  41b.  13oz.  Trout  and  grayling  are  stated 
to  be  rising  well  on  the  Lambourn,  and  those 
attending  the  summer  dinner  to-day  (-luly  25)  will 
find  the  Ginger  Quill,  Little  Marryat,  Red  Spinner, 
and  large  Sedges  the  best  flies  for  trout.  For 
grayling  Dark  Olives  and  Silver  Witches  dressed 
small  cannot  be  improved  upon. — Hon.  Sec. 

Sebapis  Angling  Society. 

Over  thirty  members  of  the  above  society  had 
their  annual  outing  on  July  18  and  19  at  Bures. 
An  excellent  dinner  was  served  at  the  Eight 
Bells,  the  headquarters.  The  Stour  was  in  good 
fishing  order,  and  some  fine  takes  of  roach  and 
bream  were  recorded.  After  dinner,  on  Saturday, 
the  usual  loyal  and  other  toasts  were  given,  and  a 
host  of  talent  contributed  to  the  concert  which 
followed.  Secretary  Gaffee  (who  is  unfortunately 
not  in  the  best  of  health)  announced  prizes  to  the 
amount  of  over  ten  guineas  subscribed  privately,  in 
addition  to  those  offered  by  the  club  for  competition. 


County  Palatine  Anglees'  Association. 
The  fifth  annual  championship  and  "  Silver  Grill  " 
challenge  cup  competition  took  place  on  Saturday 
(July  18)  in  the  Macclesfield  Canal,  at  Poynton,  and 
attracted  an  entry  of  seven  hundred  and  five,  nearly 
all  of  whom  competed.  The  gold  medallist  and 
champion  for  the  year  is  ilr.  W.  Goodwin,  of  the 
Duchy  A.S.,  Pendleton,  with  15oz.  lldr,  Mr.  R. 
Grierson,  Pendleton,  second,  with  14oz.  Idr.. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Lea,  Barton,  third,  with  13oz.  Sdr.. 
and  Mr.  A.  Dean,  Gorton,  fourth,  with  13oz.  The 
remaining  sixteen  were :  Messrs.  W.  Jeffery,  J. 
Green,  J.  Harrop,  W.  Burrows,  F.  Cosgrov'e,  A. 
Danson,  E.  Goodwin,  J.  Robinson,  W.  Mason, 
J.  Debnam,  W.  Lloyd,  S.  Jolies,  S.  Nightingale, 
W.  Turner,  W.  Moss,  and  Whittle.  Sixty-nine 
clubs  entered  for  the  "  Cup "  competition,  and 
amongst  the  first  fifteen  were :  Duchy,  Hulme 
Welcome,  Weaste,  Boathouse  Social,  Pendleton, 
Barton,  Latchford  Excelsior,  Peel  Green  Socials, 
Waltonians,  Openshaw  Central,  Royal,  George, 
Salford  Friendly,  Talbot,  and  Good  Intent. — Tom 
Dbiveb,  Hon.  Sec. 

Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society. 

The  Mayor  of  Lowestoft  (Mr.  L.  Orde)  presided 
recently  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  Town  Hall  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  Sea  Angling  Societj-.  Mr.  J. 
W.  Brooke  was  certain  that  such  an  institution 
would  afford  amusement  to  many  visitors.  The 
Coast  Development  Company  had  offered  them 
certain  facilities  on  their  new  pier,  and  seemed 
disposed  to  do  all  they  possibly  could  to  forward 
the  scheme.  He  moved  that  a  society,  to  be  called 
the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society,  be  formed,  and 
affiliated  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  Mr. 
A.  G.  Emms  thought  it  should  be  called  a  piscatorial 
society,  in  order  that  fresh-water  fishing  might  be 
embraced.  Mr.  Brooke  did  not  agree.  Alderman 
Notley  seconded  Mr.  Brooke's  proposition.  Mr. 
Emms'  suggestion  deserved  consideration,  but  he 
thought  it  better,  seeing  the  aims  they  had  in  view, 
to  keep  it  a  sea  angling  society.  Their  object  was 
to  attract  visitors  to  Lowestoft  in  the  winter 
months.  A  piscatorial  branch  could  be  added  later 
on.  The  motion  was  carried,  the  Mayor  being 
appointed  president,  Mr.  L.  Johnson  secretary,  and 
Alderman  Notley  treasurer. 


Oriestal  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  ilarston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indian  Goveriunent  Publications  can  be  had  on  application 
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"  We  must  depend  on  other  elements  than  wit  and 
talent  for  the  pleasantness  of  social  life  and  our 
relation  to  other  men.  First  there  is  kindness— that 
is  a  language  that  is  understood  by  everybody." — 
Pbof.  Jowett. 


"Angling  Anecdotes,"  by  Robert  Stanley,  will 
be  published  on  Aug.  1  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  E.G.,  price  Is.  This  little  book  consists  of 
nearly  200  pages,  and  is  profusely  illustrated. 
There  are  twenty-three  entirely  original  articles, 
breezily  written,  any  one  of  which  will  while  a 
pleasant  hour  away,  either  in  the  smoking-room, 
by  the  waterside,  or  in  the  railway  carriage.  It 
may  be  ordered  through  any  bookseller  or  tackle 
dealer  in  town  or  country. 


We  may  not  all  be  going  to  Denmark  to-day, 
to-morrow,  or'  even  next  year,  but  we  may  have 
occasion  or  desire  to  go  some  day ;  at  any  rate,  in 
these  times  of  universal  knowledge  there  is  no  harm 
in  learning  a  little  Danish,  and  it  can  be  done 
easily  and  well  through  the  medium  of  "Danish 
Self-taught."  edited  by  W.  F.  Harvey,  M.A.,  and 
published  by  E.  Marlborough  &  Co.,  Old  Bailey, 
price  2s.,  or  23.  6d.  cloth.  It  will  be  found  useful, 
among  others,  for  students,  cyclists,  and  sportsmen. 
Fishermen,  too,  are  given  a  chapter,  and  will  find 
some  handy  phrases,  as,  "  Her  er  godt  at  fiske  " — 
the  fishing  is  good  here  ;  "  Ro  sagte  " — row  gently  ; 
"  Voer  stille  " — do  not  make  a  noise.  One  sentence 
the  book  does  not  give  us,  and  that  is,  "i  diid  nod 
se  thee  Notiz  Boord " ;  however,  it  is  so  well 
arranged  that  we  could  easily  learn  not  only  that 
excuse,  but,  if  need  be,  a  great  many  others. 


"March  Brown,"  in  Ireland's  Saturday  Night, 
sends  the  following  : — "  Mr.  Davies,  Lisburn,  and 
Mr.  R.  B.  Andrews,  vice-president  Ulster  anglers, 
had  a  fine  time  of  it  recently  at  Toome.  On  July  13 
they  killed  several  trout  up  to  41b.  on  the  Brown 
and  Silver  Devon,  and  above  the  falls  on  the  lough 
side  Mr.  Davies  nailed  a  'whopper.'  It  took  him 
a  good  half-hour  to  play  it  out,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  the  trout  was  neatly  landed  by  the  veteran 
boatman,  George  Gribben.  It  was  weighed  in  the 
O'Neill  Arms  by  Mr,  Grant,  when  it  turned  the  scale 
at  151b." 


According  to  the  "Blue  Book,"  1903,  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  there  are 
32  collecting-boxes  at  32  Thames  riverside  hotels. 
The  amount  "collected,"  or,  rather,  "discovered," 
in  16  boxes  was  nil.  In  Mrs.  Sadler's  box  (Mitre 
Hotel,  Hampton  Court)  was  £1  Is.,  and  in  Mr. 
John  Mayo's  box,  10s.  6d. ;  the  next  highest  con- 
tained 5s.  9d.  (Anglers,  Teddington),  Then  the 
waggon  and  two  horses  brought  up  the  remainder 
— 16s.  8Jd.  "Lovers  of  the  Thames"  can  work 
this  little  sum  out  for  themselves.  "If  32  boxes 
contained  £2  12s.  ll|d.,  what  would  be  the  average 
for  each  box  ?"  I  may  be  wrong  (for  "figures" 
were  never  in  my  line),  but  it  pans  out  at  Is.  7Jd. 
per  box.  To  make  it  easy  for  young  anglers  who 
have  not  yet  discovered  the  necessity  for  subscribing 
towards  the  preservation  and  restocking  of  our 
grand  old  river,  it  can  be  worked  out  another  way 
—say  three  boxes,  £1  17s.  3d.;  thirteen  boxes, 
153.  8|d.;  sixteen  boxes,  O-  It  is  just  possible  that 
the  greater  number  of  hotel  keepers  do  not  keep  the 
boxes  well  in  view — but  anyway  two  boxes  con- 
tained Id.  and  2Jd.  respectively. 


Salmon  fishing  in  North-Eastern  Ireland  is  just 
now  phenomenally  productive.  At  New  Ferry  in 
one  day  570  salmon,  weighing  42001b.  and  worth 
£200,  were  netted  by  the  Bann  and  Foyle  Fishery 
Company's  employe's. 


The  shores  of  Filey  have  already  become  famous 
as  one  favourite  haunt  of  the  sea  serpent,  but  a  party 
of  sea  fishermen  there  were  not  a  little  surprised  at 
receiving  a  visit  from  a  genuine  mermaid.  Mermaids, 
as  a  class,  are  noted  for  their  modesty,  but  in  this 
particular  instance  the  lady  of  the  sea  so  far  forgot 
her  good  breeding  as  to  sit  on  a  bluff  and  deliberately 
watch  two  gentlemen  who  were  indulging  in  a  rollick- 
ing good  swim.  The  first  to  discover  the  fair  visitor 
was  a  young  yachtsman  who  was  standing  in  a  small 
boat  preparing  to  dive  into  the  water.  Glancing 
over  his  left  shoulder  he  saw  her  sitting  on  the  rocks 
fanning  herself,  end,  as  if  struck  by  a  bolt  of  chain 
lightning,  settled  himself  back  into  the  boat,  and 
stared  at  the  apparition.  His  friend,  a  doctor,  who 
was  about  to  wade  ashore  to  dress,  caught  sight  of 
the  lady,  and  at  once  dashed  for  deep  water.  Then 
ensued  a  series  of  pantomime  between  the  swimmers. 


"  Old  Salt  "  thought  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  swim 
about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  away  and  gain  the  shore 
from  that  point.  The  doctor  was  willing,  but 
remembered  that  they  would  have  no  clothes  to  put 
on  if  they  did  so, 

•  ♦  •  •  • 

Finally,  as  the  last  resort,  the  yachtsman  yelled 
out,  "  Hang  it.  ma'am,  can't  you  see  that  we  are  in 
swimming?"  Still  the  maiden  moved  not.  Then 
the  doctor  chimed  in.  "  Please  go  away,  we  want 
to  come  ashore  and  dress."  But  she  was  deaf  to  all 
entreaties.  At  length,  in  a  fit  of  desperation,  and 
concluding  that  she  "could  not  be  much,"  the 
yachtsman  swam  to  the  shore,  and  wrapping  himself 
in  eel-grass  and  seaweed  as  Adam  and  Eve  wore 
fig-leaves,  crawled  cautiously  along  the  rocks  until 
he  reached  the  spot  where  his  clothing  had  been  left. 
The  shouts  of  laughter  which  rent  the  air  at  that 
moment  divulged  the  whole  plot,  and  the  swimmers 
found  that  they  had  been  made  the  victims  of  a 
practical  joke — the  mermaid  being  no  other  than 
one  of  their  gentlemen  friends,  who,  with  the  aid 
of  some  young  ladies,  had  got  himself  up  for  the 
occasion. 


Londoners  are  well  acquainted  with  those  clean 
and  palatial  shops  where  tea  and  toast  may  be 
procured,  known  as  the  "A.B.C."  (which,  trans- 
lated, means  Aerated  Bread  Company).  Then,  if 
we  wish  to  know  what  time  the  last  train  started, 
we  have  that  handy  and  reliable  guide  the  "  A  B  C." 
(which,  translated,  means  first,  second,  and  third 
class).  Here  is  another  "A.B.C."  (not  that  so 
familiar  to  us  as  little  children),  sent  by  "  L.  M.  B.," 
who  asks  me  not  to  give  his  address  to  anyone  under 
any  circumstances. 

•  *  *  *  ♦ 

A  way  from  imitations  keep, 
B  e  sure  you  "look  before'' you  leap." 
C  ontrive  to  watch  the  little  dun, 
D  eaist  from  snatching  minnows  spun. 
I!  schew  the  luscious  worm  on  hook. 
P  or  anything  suspicious  look, 
G  reat  anglers  fish  with  tackle  fine. 
H  olts  were  made  for  breaking  his  line. 
I  ndependent  action  take, 

J  ump,  turn  and  twist,  and  head  well  shake, 
E  eep  using  your  sagacity, 
Ii  ikewise  with  some  audacity, 
SI  ake  brave  to  keep  among  the  wet. 
N.  B. — the  angler  has  a  net. 
O  h,  yes  !  I  speak  with  some  authority. 
P  roved  by  the  finny  great  majority, 
Q  uick  start  with  prompt  temerity, 
R  un  to  your  holt  with  all  celerity. 
S  afest  the  trout  that  comes  out  late. 
T  urn  early  home  and  master  fate. 
U  nder  the  roots  when  breath  is  spent, 

V  ive  la  trouty  !    The  rod  is  bent. 
W  earing  the  gut — you  know  the  game — 
X  X  or  drawn — it's  all  the  same. 

Y  ou're  the  biggest  trout  he  ever  ran. 
Z  oimds  !  list  the  sulphury  words  of  man. 

L.  M.  B 


The  Brighton  Anglers'  Association  have  under 
consideration  the  arrangement  of  an  annual  sea- 
fishing  festival,  such  as  was  held  at  Hastings  last 
year  and  brought  together  a  remarkable  gathering 
of  amateur  fishermen.  Brighton  being  so  much 
more  accessible  from  town  may  reasonably  hope 
to  make  such  a  festival  far  more  popular,  and 
attract  visitors  from  the  metropolis  who  will  put 
money  into  the  pockets  of  the  long-suffering  shop 
and  boarding-house  keepers.  The  Daily  Telegraph, 
commenting  on  the  matter,  says :  ' '  One  of  the 
chief  difficulties,  so  far  as  Brighton  is  concerned, 
is  that  the  local  boatmen,  who  are  accustomed  to 
take  out  trippers  for  an  hour  at  half-a-crown  and 
bring  them  back  at  the  end  of  fifteen  minutes  in  a 
state  of  collapse,  do  not,  as  a  rule,  favour  the  more 
moderate  terms  for  sea  anglers  which  prevail  at 
other  places."  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that 
this  difficulty  will  be  overcome ;  and  surely  it  will 
be  to  the  advantage  of  the  boatmen  to  secure  a 
lengthy  and  certain  hiring  at  reduced  rates  rather 
than  to  depend  on  chance  customers  who  have  to 
be  energetically  touted  for. 


In  a  very  interesting  article  which  appeared  in 
tlie  Sun  recently  the  writer  gave  some  "  Facts 
about  the  Gospel  of  Fresh  Air,"  and  pointed  out 
"where  London  people  spent  Sunday."  After 
expatiating  on  the  various  ways  in  which  Londoners 
seek  recreation  on  the  Sabbath,  he  gives  a  few 
words  concerning  anglers :  "  Towards  Sunbury 
way,  on  a  little  {island  about  100ft.  long  and  10ft. 
broad,  were  counted  eighteen  little  parties,  while 
towards  Walton  the  banks  were  literally  lined. 
Nor  is  the  silent  fisherman  to  be  forgotten, 
and  he   was   to    be    found   from  Twickenham 


right  away  to  Shepperton.  Finding  a  head  peeping 
over  some  tall  grass  which  grew  on  the  bank  near 
Halliford,  a  Sun  man  inquired  of  the  aforesaid 
head  what  it  and  the  rest  of  its  body  was  doing. 
The  answer  was  simple  and  terse,  '  Fishing.'  '  But 
why  are  you  not  at  church  ? '  was  next  asked, 
whereupon,  with  a  smile,  the  head  repUed,  as  it 
held  up  a  roach  of  about  ^Ib.,  '  Because  you  can't 
catch  beauties  like  this  in  church.'  On  the  other 
side  the  Thames  Bank  Club  was  in  full  swing,  and 
on  its  pretty  lawn  Host  Littlejohn  was  presiding 
over  a  good  crowd  of  visitors.  This  is  one  of  the 
attractions  of  the  river,  and  on  Sunday  the  members 
are  not  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pleasure  a 
visit  to  the  club  affords." 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  July  27. 
at  141,  Drummond -street,  near  Gower-street  Station. 
AH  interested  in  the  welfare  of  this  excellent 
institution  are  requested  to  attend.  The  chair  will 
be  taken  at  half-past  eight  sharp. 


At  first  the  two  fair  girls,  carrying  the  cameras, 
and  followed  by  the  dogs,  were  greatly  alarmed  at 
being  followed  by  an  irate  farmer,  who  occasionally 
shook  his  fist  at  them  and  bellowed  something 
unintelligibly;  but,  realising  at  length  that  they 
had  better  face  the  music,  they  tremblingly  stopped. 
"Never  mind  about  you're  '  doin'  no  harm,'  "  he 
cried,  mocking  them,  as  he  pointed  to  their  kodaks ; 
"  but  jest  you  take  them  there  dam  ferrets  back  to 
where  you  brought  'em  frum,  an'  do  yer  rabbiting 
somewheres  else  !  " 


In  Ceylon  there  is  a  considerable  trade  in  the  oil 
of  the  white  shark.  The  fins  of  the  animal  are  very 
rich  in  gelatine  and  are  used  largely  by  the  Chinese 
for  making  soup,  of  which  they  declare  that  the 
turtle  soup  so  prized  by  epicures  in  this  country  is 
but  a  distant  and  feeble  imitation. 


The  census  statistics  for  Manitoba  show  that  in 
1901  there  were  8,843,347  acres  occupied  as  farm 
lands  out  of  a  total  land  area  of  41,169,098  acres. 
Of  the  area  so  occupied  258,729  acres  are  in  forest, 
and  4.848,042  acres  are  unimproved.  There  were 
1808  forest  plantations  and  2,413,012  trees  had  been 
planted.  Of  these  68,668  were  on  holdings  under 
five  acres  in  area.  In  the  north-west  territories, 
namely,  the  districts  of  Alberta,  Assiniboia  and 
Saskatchewan,  out  of  atotal  land  area  of  187,932,617 
acres  only  6,569,064  acres  are  occupied  as  farm  lands. 
Of  the  latter  mentioned  area  1 19,350  acres  are  forest, 
there  were  270  forest  plantations  and  there  were 
478,427  trees  planted.  Of  these  20,249  were  on 
holdings  under  five  acres  in  extent.  In  British 
Columbia,  with  an  area  of  236,922,177  acres. 
1,497,382  acres  are  occupied  as  farm  lands,  391,096 
of  which  are  in  forest.  There  were,  says  Rod  and 
Gun  in  Canada,  471  forest  plantations  and  42,832 
trees  were  planted,  18,038  being  on  holdings  of  less 
than  five  acres  in  extent. 


"  If  I  chanced  to  fall  therein,  it's  a  fact  I  couldn't 
swim,"  etc.,  was  sung  of  some  noble  lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  mais  nous  avons  change  tout  cela  !  The 
rising  generation  have  many  more  facilities  for 
becoming  experts  in  the  natatory  art  than  "when 
I  was  a  boy."  Professor  M.  Bibbero,  of  119, 
Coronation-avenue,  Victoria-road,  Stoke  Newing- 
ton,  N.,  has  had  sixty  years'  experience  in 
the  art  of  swimming,  and  for  one  shilling  he  will 
fonvard  to  any  address  a  copy  of  his  excellent 
book  on  "Athletic  and  Physical  Training."  The 
book  is  crammed  full  of  interesting  and  instructive 
matter.  The  "  lessons  "  contained  therein  should 
be  learned  by  old  and  young  alike.  There  is  no 
space  to  quote  the  Professor's  improved  system  of 
training  to  keep  the  body  in  good  health — what  to 
eat,  drink,  and  avoid,  etc.  One  item  is  to  "  well 
lubricate  the  joints  by  vigorously  rubbing  with 
St.  Jacob's  Oil,  which  I  (the  Professor)  consider 
a  great  help  for  water  training." 


Put  into  the  pan  two  tablespoonfuls  of  butter  and 
cook  it  in  one-half  of  a  small  onion  mmced  fine. 
Add  one  clove  of  garlic  if  you  like  the  flavour.  When 
the  onion  is  slightly  coloured  turn  in  one  pint  of 
shrimps  freed  from  shells,  and  toss  them  about  in 
the  butter  until  hot ;  add  one  cup  of  canned  tomato 
and  season  highly  with  salt  and  paprika,  add  a  few 
drops  of  tobasco  and  two  or  three  tablespoons  of 
canned  peas.    Serve  very  hot  with  toast  or  wafers. 


Pete  (anxiously):  "I  say.  Sambo,  why  you  no 
come  and  see  a  feller?"  "Pete,"  said  Sambo 
earnestly,  "if  I  libed  as  near  to  you  as  you  do  to 
me,  I'd  come  and  see  you  ebery  day,  but  my  ole 
'oman  patch  my  trouserloons  so  much  I'se  too 
'shamed  to  go  uowher."  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flogling  ]4otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  George's  A.  S.  held  their  annual  contest  on 
July  19  at  Buildwas,  when  about  forty  competitors 
took  part  in  the  competition  for  a  valuable  collec- 
tion of  prizes ;  the  contest  was  of  three  hours' 
duration.  The  following  gentlemen  in  the  order 
named  succeeded  in  securing  prizes  ; — H.  Cook. 
A.  Brown,  J.  Slimm,  A.  Spittle,  R.  Stokes, 
H.  Turner,  E.  Tallis,  and  W.  Shellis ;  the 
river  was  low  and  fine  and  the  takes  small. 
The  winner,  independent  of  receiving  a  splendid 
marble  timepiece,  also  became  the  holder  of  the 
silver  challenge  cup.  Mr.  F.  Wainwright  acted 
as  referee.  The  A.  B.  balance-sheet  was  read 
at  their  last  meeting,  showing  they  had  a 
balance  in  hand  of  £380  16s.  6d.  The  grant  to 
members  during  the  past  half-year  amounted  to 
£5  13s.,  and  the  death  claims  paid  amounted 
to  £48  153.;  the  sheet  showed  an  increase  of  109 
members,  and  the  total  number  of  members  1211. 
The  Gun  Society  fish  their  annual  contest  on  J uly  26 
at  Tewkesbury ;  they  will  go  to  Worcester  by  special 
train  and  from  there  by  boat;  the  tickets  are  33.  for 
the  double  journey,  and  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Gun  Inn,  Bath-street.  Fishing  on  the  Trent  has 
been  good  and  some  fine  takes  have  been  had.  Mr. 
Cooke,  a  member  of  the  Midland  Piscatorials,  had  a 
pood  take  on  Saturday  last  in  the  club  waters  at 
Alrewas,  and  other  members  had  equally  good  sport. 
On  the  Avon  the  bream  have  commenced  to  bite, 
and  some  good  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  Evesham 
and  Fladbury  districts. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  variable  weather  has  not  been  conducive  to 
satisfactory  sport,  bream  fishing  especially.  The 
Witham  is  running  in  very  fair  condition.  In  the 
Chapel  Hill  district  three  bream  fell  to  one  rod 
weighing  ll^lb.,  and  another  angler  captured  a 
brace  weighing  6flb.  Roach  fishing  has  not  been 
at  all  remunerative.  As  soon  as  they  begiu  to  take 
creed  wheat  anglers  should  obtain  good  sport.  The 
members  of  the  Sleaford  Angling  Association  held 
their  opening  match  on  the  Forty-foot  at  Ssvines- 
head  on  July  16.  The  wet  morning  kept  several 
away,  and  only  twelve  rods  turned  up  to  compete. 
The  total  catch  was  231b.  4ioz. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  greatly  improved  on  the  river  Hull 
during  the  past  week,  some  good  roach  being  takea 
in  the  lower  waters  between  Dunswell  and  Hull 
Bridge,  and  below  Beverley  Beck  and  at  Leven 
Lock  several  bream  up  to  31b.  each  have  been  tiken, 
both  with  maggot  and  worm;  and  above  Hemp- 
holme  Lock  some  fine  dace  have  been  secured.  The 
liver  Ancholme  has  greatly  improved  during  the 
past  week  or  so,  and  the  club  matches  that  have 
been  held  below  Brigg  have  resulted  in  some  very 
fair  catches  of  roach  and  bream.  The  Prioce  of 
Wales  A.  S.  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season 
there  on  July  13,  Mr.  G.  Kirk  taking  first  prize  with 
21b.  13oz.  ;  and  on  July  15,  the  Universal  A.  A.  of 
Hull  fished  their  second  match  at  the  same  place, 
Mr.  J.  Stocks^ecuring  the  first  prize  with  91b.  7foz. 
The  Hull  Town  A.  S.  visited  Water  Priory  to  fish 
their  third  match,  and  had  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  C. 
Coleman  weighing  in  41b.  6oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Last  Saturday  was  a  big  day  for  annual  events  in 
this  county,  no  less  than  three  premier  events 
being  decided.  For  the  Bolton  Challenge  Cup,  Mr. 
G.  Edge  was  the  fortunate  rod.  For  the  CP. A. A. 
Cup,  Mr.  W.  Goodwin  heads  the  list.  For  the 
Junior  Championship  of  the  W^orsley  Canal  Fishery, 
Master  L.  Hodkinson,  aged  fifteen,  is  the 
fortunate  competitor.  On  July  17,  the  Little 
Hulton  A.S.  received  the  Farnworth  Association 
Cup,  the  presentation  being  made  by  Mr. 
J.  R.  Fletcher,  J.P.  There  was  a  crowded 
attendance,  and  the  proceedings  were  most  en- 
joyable. The  contest  details  are  219  entered,  142 
caught  fish,  and  128  prizes  were  offered.  The 
winner  of  the  Bridge  Angling  Society  match  at 
Astley  on  Saturday  last  was  Mr.  A.  Smith.  At  the 
same  place  Mr.  B.  Booth  won  first  prize  in  the 
Kearsley  Angling  Society's  match.  A  third  match 
also  at  Astley  was  that  of  the  Clifton  Anglers  ;  Mr. 
J.  Gratton  was  the  first  prizeman.  Mr.  J.  Barlow 
heads  the  list  of  the  Bird-in-the-Hand  Anglers 
match,  also  fished  at  Astley.  To-day  (Saturday) 
the  Stanley  Angling  Society,  Leigh,  are  at  Butts 
fishing  a  match. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

So  many  suggestions  have  been  made  by  ticket- 
holders  on  the  local  Bridgwater  Canal  that  the 
Board  of  Management  will  be  made  open  for  their 


next  meeting  on  Sept.  3  in  this  city.  No  further 
invite  is  needed  for  admission  for  those  who  really 
want  to  bring  anything  forward  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fishing  in  this  canal.  The  Sun  A  S.  report  poor 
sport  in  their  match  on  July  19  at  Bollington, 
Mr.  Parkinson  heading  the  list  of  the  few  prize 
winners.  The  Duchy  A.S.  are  justly  proud  of  their 
success  in  winning  the  C.P.A.A.  cup  and  champion- 
ship on  Saturday  last  (July  19).  They  had  designs 
on  the  West  Saiford  shield,  and  if  not  getting  first 
place,  they  made  a  good  fight  for  it.  Match  fishing 
is  still  the  leading  item  of  interest,  although  in  some 
degree  interfered  with  last  week-end  by  the  great 
C.P.A.A.  event,  which  attracted  a  magnificent  entry. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Weather  conditions  have  been  in  favour  of 
anglers,  and  some  choice  showers  have  fallen, 
bringing  into  the  market  a  more  plentiful  supply 
of  lobworms.  Barbel  have  been  taken  with  the 
"  tail-end  "  at  Wilford,  Fiskerton,  Holme  Pierrepont, 
and  Colwick.  Roach  have  shown  sport  to  creed 
wheat  at  Shardlow  and  Shelford  (in  the  deeps 
above  the  ferry),  and  numbers  of  chub  have  fallen 
to  the  fly  at  Kelham,  Gunthorpe,  and  Radcliffe. 
Many  eels  have  been  secured  by  the  legering  pro- 
cess, with  worm  for  bait.  Gentles  have  accounted 
for  dace  at  Burton  Joyce  and  Averham  (below  the 
weirs),  and  there  has  been  more  doing  amongst 
white  bream  and  roach  in  the  Grantham  and 
Nottingham  canal,  especially  in  the  Cotgrave  and 
Stathern  districts.  In  view  of  Bank  Holiday, 
anglers  cannot  do  better  than  g)  in  for  barbelling 
and  roaching,  the  latter  with  creed  wheat,  which  is 
generally  most  effective  in  July  and  right  up  to 
the  end  of  September. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  is  a  flood  on  the  rivers,  but  not  so  much  as 
might  havo  been  expected,  and  did  not  prevent 
several  competitions  taking  place  on  the  following 
day  (July  19),  when  the  Prince  of  Wales  Club 
and  the  Fountain  Club  had  their  first  contests  of 
the  season  at  Birlingham  and  Defford  in  the  Avon. 
The  members  of  the  Fountain  Club  to  the  number 
of  47  fished  the  water  belonging  to  Mr.  Willie,  of  the 
Railway  Inn.  There  were  eight  prizes  which  were  all 
taken.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Jas.  Bowen,  was  first. 
The  other  club  did  very  well  indeed  ;  one  of  the 
members,  Mr.  L.  Knight,  caught  a  fine  bream,  6|lb., 
in  capital  condition.  The  Worcester  Angling 
Club  had  their  third  outing  in  Croome  River  on 
Thursday  last.  Sport  was  good,  and  a  most  enjoy- 
able day  was  spent.  Mr.  A.  E.  Burgess  wot  first 
prize  with  three  tench  averaging  21b.  each.  Messrs. 
Burgesj,  Bridges,  and  Prosser  were  the  winner?  in 
the  sweep.  Above  the  city,  beyond  Camp  Weir, 
Messrs.  Thomas  and  Tyler  took  baskets  of  81b.  to 
9ilb.  of  chub,  dace,  and  roach;  below  the  city,  Mr. 
H.  Pdrkes  took  81b.  of  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Thomp- 
son a  good  basket  of  chub.  At  Upton-on-Severn  Mr. 
Percy  Clarke  caught  30  chub  with  the  maggot,  Mr. 
Hardwick  some  very  fine  perch  with  the  worm. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  angling  club  matches  on  Saturday  (July  18) 
were  fished  under  the  most  adverse  conditions  as 
regards  the  weather.  The  members  of  the  Yorkshire 
Herald  Augling  Club  held  their  second  match  of  the 
season  at  Sutton.  Mostly  roach  were  caught.  Of 
the  twenty-two  competitors,  who  fished  for  four 
hours,  J.  H.  Johnson  showed  the  best  results, 
having  2lb.  7;|oz.  weight  of  fish.  On  the  same  day, 
the  City  of  York  A. A.  held  their  first  match  at  New 
Monkton.  The  river  was  in  poor  condition,  and  a 
strong  wind  prevailed.  Chub,  roach,  perch,  eels, 
and  dace  were  the  principal  fish  taken.  Mr.  J. 
Smith  headed  the  winners.  The  Amperzand  A.A. 
held  their  fourth  annual  excursion  to  Newton 
on  July  18.  Mr.  W.  Harrison  won  the  first  prize. 
Rod  fishers  who  have  taken  out  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board's  licence  to  fish,  and  most  of  the 
angling  clubs  in  the  county,  are  adversely  affected 
by  the  issue  of  licences  to  netsmen,  which  will 
enable  them  to  net  every  tidal  river  within  the 
Board's  jurisdiction,  and  to  take  out  all  and  every 
fish  except  salmon.  It  is  pointed  out  that  the 
Board  are  powerless  to  refuse  the  issue  of  net  trout 
licences  and  there  is  much  talk  of  approeiching 
them  on  the  subject. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather,  though  not  quite  the  thing  for 
angling,  has  been  generally  pretty  favourable  since 
last  notes,  and  sport  has  been  fairly  good  in  all 
departments  at  all  the  principal  fishing  stations 
in  the  country.  At  Waterville,  sea-trout  anglers 
had  fair  or  average  baskets  of  sea-trout  but  no 
salmon,  and  only  a  few  peal  have  been  there. 
Matters  have  been  backward  at  Killarney.  Sport 
has  been  generally  of  a  good  description  on 
the  principal  Cork  rivers  at  salmon,  and  on 
the  sea-trout  waters  in  this  county  fair  sport  has 


been  had.  On  the  Connaught  waters  the  takes  of 
salmon,  on  the  whole,  have  been  considered  satisfac- 
tory, and  on  the  Ulster  waters  things  are  looking  up 
a  good  deal.  Sea  angling  has  been  productive  of 
good  sport,  and  is  now  becoming  pretty  general  at 
many  stations  on  the  western  coast.  The  weather 
at  time  of  writing  is  assuming  a  fine  settled  appear- 
ance, and  as  the  majority  of  the  waters  are  in  nice 
order  the  prospects  are  good  all  round  for  the  next 
few  days. 


^ofc5  from  i()c  ^Torff). 

Another  July  spate  has  been  experienced  all 
over  the  North.  This  is  all  the  better  for  present 
purposes  and  the  coming  back-end  season. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  have  been  creeling 
200  and  300  grilse  daily  up  till  Friday  last  (July  17), 
when  the  heavy  waters  let  the  fish  past,  and  .since 
then  they  have  been  disporting  themselves  in  the 
mid-reaches  of  the  river. 


While  sunstroke  13  the  prevailing  weather  com- 
plaint in  the  South,  frost-bite  is  the  common 
grievance  in  the  North,  and  ulsters,  top  coats,  and 
mufflers  are  of  necessity  the  prevailing  fashion  in 
the  fig'it  with  north-easters  and  sleety  showers. 

The  lochs  in  Shetland  are  now  fishing  exceedingly 
well.  From  HilJswick,  I  hear  from  Mr.  Merrelies, 
jun.,  of  an  extraordinarily  good  bag  by  an  English 
sportsman,  but  have  written  for  details  before 
giving  the  information  to  the  public. 

Large  flies  are  the  order  of  the  day.  Brown  trout 
are  taking  March  Browns,  Bumble  Bees,  and  such 
like,  which  are  commonly  seen  in  early  spring,  and 
salmon  and  grils3  medium  salmon  lures. 

The  spring  waters  on  the  Dee  are  already  letting 
well — too  well,  if  the  season  is  not  propitious.  But 
then,  "the  early  bird  catches  the  worm,"  and  to 
get  a  rod  in  anywhere  "for  love  or  money"  one 
must  chuck  and  chance  it. 


The  Tay  and  the  Dae  are  well  treated,  and  are 
paying  streams,  only  the  Tay  is  going  ahead  of  the 
Dee  in  the  matter  ot  protection — that  is,  killing  of 
seals  and  pike.  The  Dee  Fishery  Board  shoul  l  ii»ke 
a  leaf  out  of  their  book  with  regard  to  pike  and  c  jal- 
fish,  and  put  a  premium  on  both. 

Some  very  fine  bay  fishing  ii  now  being  got  on 
calm  days  along  the  Aberdeen  and  Kincirdine 
coasts.  One  saa  angler,  Mr.  J^mes  Rennie,  with 
two  lines,  and  doing  his  own  baiting,  had  300  hodd 
of  cod,  whiting,  saahe,  etc.,  at  one  tide  last  week. 


The  genial  Lord  Sempil  and  the  Master  of  Sempil 
cams  upon  an  angler  on  their  Donside  water  the 
other  day  busily  engaged  with  a  heavy  fish. 
Crossing  to  the  stranger,  his  lordship  asked  hid 
right  to  be  on  the  water.  "Wait,  man,  till  I  land 
this  fish  and  I'll  tell  you,"  replied  the  excited 
fisherman,  thinking  he  was  accosted  by  the  local 
keeper.  The  fish,  a  beauty  of  4JIb..  a  lovely  Don 
trout,  was  duly  grassed,  and  then  mutual  explana- 
tions followed.  The  angler  was  a  city  parson,  who, 
having  an  invitation  to  fish  the  Don  somewhere  in 
the  vicinity,  lost  his  reckoning  of  the  exact  spot, 
and  hit  upon  the  Fintry  House  water  belonging  to 
Lord  Sempil.  Apologies  were  proffered  and  accepted, 
and  the  parson  made  a  fine  basket  of  thirty-four 
trout,  averaging  three  to  the  pound. 

Special  Scotch. 


LONDON  AND  NOETH  BRITISH  . 
WORKS'  SHOP  TRIP. 

The  employes  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  had  their 
annual  outing  to  Tynemouth  on  July  11,  the  event 
proving  most  enjoyable.  Leaving  Alnwick  by  the 
8.42  a.m.  express,  Tynemouth  was  reached  about 
ten.  At  the  Palace  Restaurant  at  twelve  o'clock 
an  excellent  repast  awaited  the  party.  Mr.  Dingley 
proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Hardy 
Bros,  for  contributing  so  generously  to  their  outing 
that  day,  and  also  paid  a  tiibute  to  the  firm's 
readiness  at  all  times  to  assist  them  in  anything 
that  tended  towards  their  welfare  and  social  happi- 
ness. After  dinner  many  of  the  party  sailed  up  the 
Tyne  to  Newcastle.  The  remainder  preferred  to 
stay  and  enjoy  the  many  attractions  of  Tynemouth, 
Cullercoats,  and  Whitley  Bay.  The  return  journey 
was  made  with  the  8.40  p.m.  from  Newcastle, 
reaching  Alnwick  at  10.30  p.m.  Much  credit  is 
due  to  the  committee,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Dingley, 
A.  Broadley,  T,  Campbell,  T.  Gillan.  J.  B.  Robson, 
W.  L.  Sergeant,  and  A.  McCutcbeon,  as  hon.  sec, 
for  the  excellent  arrangements  made  for  the  success 
of  the  day's  outing.  A,  McC. 
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AJJOLERS^    HOTELS,   FISHIJ^O  QUARTERS, 


July  25,  1903 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  issituatedat  thefootof  BenCruachan, 
and  is  tlie  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  malie 
tlie  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (live  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Tayiiuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 
Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surroimded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  SHior,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/.  per  day,  Inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 

ORKNEY. 

Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  aU  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Alasons  Anns  Hotel. 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Go.  Donegal. 


6lco.    [(See  a/so 
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Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

HANSON'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TANNER3,  Proprietor. 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steatners  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly. 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
I  here  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Tourist  and  Commercial 
Hotel,  with  all  modern  comforts.  First- 
rate  Trout  Fishing  on  River  Deveron, 
free  till  the  end  of  August.  Salmon 
Fishing  to  let  for  September  and  October. 
Improved  good  Nine-hole  Golf  Course  on 
links.  Posting  in  all  its  branches.  'Bus 
meets  all  trains. 

J.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  MASK. 

THE  BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND 
Either  Fly  Fishing  or  Trolling  for  large  Trout 
and  big  Pike ;  now  is  the  time  to  get  the  big 
ones.  Here  you  can  get  the  benefit  of  your 
holidays  ;  your  time  is  not  wasted,  you  are  right 
on  the  spot  (house  within  thirty  yards  of  louo-h) 
Also  some  Wild  Bird  Shooting  is  to  be  got'on 
Lough  llask.  Daily  mail  to  the  house.  Nearest 
station  :  Ballinrobe,  Midland,  G.W.  Good 
accommodation,  experienced  boatmen,  moderate 
charges.  \'isitors  can  also  fish  Corrih— within 
twenty-flve  minutes'  drive.— For  terms,  apply  to 
Pat  SuMMEKVlhLio,  Kilbride  Lodge,  Clon)iur 
CO.  Galway.  ' 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £,3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Tpout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

MOTELS: 

CORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  Eiver 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mila  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams, 
"  Flynn,  Ballina." 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Con-lb,  which  consists  of  43,500 
acres  of  Free  Fishing-Spring  and  Summer, 
irout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
iisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
,u  g^'if^ra'ly.  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
captured.  The  above  Hotel  hasbeen  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate, 

 T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


SIHTEENEY'S  HOTEIL, 

{Dungloe,  Co,  Donegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


The  Mourne,  co.  Tyrone. 

Best  Salmon,  and  Brown  and  White  Trout 
Fishing  in  Ireland,  on  the  preserved 
waters  of  the  Mourne,  Glenelly,  Strule, 
Derg,  &c.  Salmon  running  now. — For 
terms,  apply  to  Mrs.  Mabshald, 

ABERCORN  HOTEL, 

NEWTOWNSTEWART,  IRELAND. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 
Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Eough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Healt, 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  bil- 
liards suites  of  rooms,  vehicle!!,  boats.  New 
I'lsh  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' board  9s 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2  ;  week,  7,?  6rf  ■ 
and  day  2s.  6rf.-to  fish  ail  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5s.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 
DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL 

Five  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  River,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
Wishing  on  Stragar  Kiver.  Two  excellent  Brown 
Irout  and  Char  Lakes.GoodSeaFishing- Pollack 
Mackerel,  etc.  Fishing  free  to  Hotel  Visitors 
Good  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery  Five 
minutes  from  Railway.  Good  accommodation, 
lernis  moderate.  Also  4,000  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwise. 


THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Novtli  mrales. 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd  ' ' 
lernis,  £2  12s.  6(J.  per  week.  .Station  :  Glyncei 
nog  Bid  Chirk.   Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Ruabon 


Llandrindod  Wells. 


ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 

Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

XT  OEOES,  ANOLESEY  (L.BT.-W.,  Bain  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ■ 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Ti'ap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
htocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  6  lbs.  in  weight;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude 
.Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5  ;  fortnightly,  £3  • 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


|QS.gD.,  J2B.gI,.,  ^^S.^BniT 

Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades;  pure  wool;  stylish,  durable; 
imexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suita 
and  costumes;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
CopiTHOBNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
tookmg  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  6 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment, 
lerms:  £1  55.  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


FOR  PISHING  NETS 

of  every  description,  also 

CORACLES, 


TRY 


ALFRED  MORRIS 

21  &  21a,  Frankwell,  Shrewsbury. 


WORMS  IN  MOSS. 

Fresh  daily.  Brandlings,  Maidendews, 
Marsh  Reds,  &c. :  300,  1/6;  500,  2/0- 
1,000,  3/6.  Large  Lobs  for  Salmon  or 
Barbel  fishing,  1/6  per  100.  iAll  carriage 
paid.  Note  the  address.— T.  Holmes 
10,  Bmgley  Street,  Leeds.  The  Oldest 
Bait  Dealers  in  the  City. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

Presidmt-Sm  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don,  at  8  p^m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Ltixtirious  and  Inexpensive  Travel. 
Sailings  Weekly. 
TROUT  and  GRAYLING  PISHING  at  Kajana. 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.    Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautifiil  Scenery.    For  full  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfors, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents) 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— l,0%r>  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  oa  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  thesham,  Bucks,  one  hour  from  London,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters,  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  Is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members  — 
tor  information,  apply  to  the  Secretary 


SGRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  MONTHLY. 
CONTENTS  of  No.  199.  VOL.  XXXIV. 


JULY,  1903. 


INNSBRUCK. 

■The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church.  " 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 


Frontispiece  —  Drawing    to  accompany 
'Romance.'  Max  field  Parrish.  Repro- 
duced in  colours. 
Romance.   Poem.    A.  M.  DaVIES  Ogdbn. 
Gettysburg.   Gen.  John  B.  Gordon,  of  the 
Confederate  Army.    Illustrations  by  A.  C. 
Redwood  and  C.  S.  Reinhart  and  from 
photographs.  , 
The  Flying  Colleen  Bawn.    James  B. 
CONNOLLV,  Author  of  "  Out  of  Gloucester." 
Illustrations  l^y  H.  Reutekdahl.  Repro- 
duced in  colours. 
On  a  Bust  of  Mendelssohn.  Quatrain. 

William  H.  Hayne. 
The  Canadian    Rivermen.  Arthur 

Hbming.    Illustrations  by  the  Author. 
The   Little  Shepherd   of  Kingdom 
Come.      Chaps.   XXIV-XXVI.      (To  he 
concluded.)    John  Fox,  Jun.  Illustration 
Ijy  F.  C.  YOHN. 
n  the  Open.   Mary  R.  S.  Andrews,  Illus- 
trations by  Frank  E.  Schoonover. 
The  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  Lewis  Gaston 

Leary.    Illustrations  from  photographs. 
The  War  Department :  Administra' 
tion  of  Civil  Government.  Charles 
E.  Magoon,  Law  Officer,  Bureau  of  Insular 
Affairs.    (The  Sixth  of  a  Series  of  papers-, 
by  various  Authors,  on  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.) 
The  Gray  Collie.     Gboroia  Wood  Pang- 
born.  Illustrations  by  W.  Sherman  Potts.- 
A   Night  in  the  Room  of  Andreas 
Hofer.  John  Heard,  Illustrations  drawn' 
from  pliotographs. 
A  Mother  in  India.   Mrs.  Everard  Cotes. 

(Concludnl.') 
A  Sacred  Concert.  Mary  Tai'I'an  Wright;- 
The  Point  of  View— ENERGV  VERSUS^ 
TIME. 

The  Field  of  Art— THE  REHABILITA- 
TION OF  PENTURICCHIO.  (EdwW 
Howland  Blashfield). 


LONDON  : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LTD, 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 

Fbtier  Lake,  flket  street,  e.c. 
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AUGU^ST  BANK  HOLIDAY 
AERANGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Ak  accelerated  and  improved  summer  service  of 
fast  trains  is  now  running  to  all  the  principal 
stations  in  the  eastern  counties.  On  Friday  and 
Saturday,  July  31  and  August  1,  additional  fast 
trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  to  Cromer, 
Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  Felixstowe,  Clacton,  etc. 
Tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  to  Wednesday 
cheap  tickets  to  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Wroxham, 
Mundesley -on-Sea,  Cromer,  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Frinton-on-Sea,  Harwich,  Dovercourt,  Felixstowe, 
Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstanton  are  issued 
by  all  trains  from  London  (Liverpool-street),  also 
from  Great  Eastern  suburban  stations  at  same 
fares  as  from  Liverpool-street.  These  cheap  tickets 
are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station) 
and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Wroxham,  Mundealey -on-Sea,  and 
Cromer. 

CHEAP  TBIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  ETC. 

Southend-on-Sea  and  back,  2s.  6d.,  from  Liver- 
pool-street and  Fenchurch-street  Stations,  in  the 
Great  Eastern  suburban  district,  and  North 
London  lines.  On  Bank  Holiday,  through  fast 
trains  will  run  at  frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool - 
street,  commencing  at  6.30  a.m.,  and  from 
Fenchurch-street  at  7.58,  8.13,  8.47,  9.22, 
9.54,  10.8.  10.50,  and  11.58  a.m.  Through  tickets 
to  Southend  at  excursion  fares  are  issued 
from  stations  on  the  Metropolitan  and  Metro- 
politan District  Railways,  Clacton,  Walton,  and 
Harwich,  4s.  3d.,  from  Liverpool-street  and  Strat- 
ford, on  Sunday,  at  9.15  a.m.;  on  Bank  Holiday 
from  Liverpool-street  and  Stratford  at  7.30  a.m.  to 
Clacton  and  Walton,  at  8.30  a.m.  to  Harwich. 
Through  tickets  at  same  fares  from  Great  Eastern 
suburban  stations. 

SPECIAL  DAY  EXCUBSIONS  ON  BAKK  HOLIDAY. 

Hertford,  28.  6d.,  from  Liverpool-street  and 
Hackney  Downs  at  9.28  and  10.5  a.m.,  and  12.50 
p.m.,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at 
9.15  and  9.48  a.m.  Cambridge,  4s.  3d.,  Ely,  53.  6d., 
from  Liverpool-street  at  8.43  and  11.0  a.m., 
and  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9.15  a.m. 
Yarmouth,  Cromer,  and  Mundesley-on-Sea,  from 
St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  6.15  a.m.;  to 
Yarmouth  only  from  Liverpool-street,  at  6.25  a.m. 
Fare,  one  day,  Ss.  6d.,  three  or  five  days,  83.  6d. 
Broxbourne  and  Rye  House,  Is.  9d.,  daily  from 
Liverpool-street,  Bethnal  Green,  Hackney  iDowns, 
Stratford,  etc.  On  Bank  Holiday  Special  Trains 
will  run  as  required.  Epping  Forest,  daily  from 
Liverpool-street,  etc.  On  Bank  Holiday  a  Special 
Service  of  Trains  will  run  between  Liverpool-street, 
Fenchurch-street,  and  Chingford  and  Loughton ; 
also  between  Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford.  For  full 
particulars,  see  bills. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY, 

Special  Excursion  tickets  wUl  be  issued  to  Paris, 
-  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  Service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  July  30,  31,  August 
1  and  2,  and  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m. 
Services  on  Saturday,  August  1.  They  will  also  be 
issued  by  the  Night  Mail  Service  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m. 
each  evening  from  July  30  to  August  2  inclusive, 
via  Dover  and  Calais ;  returning  from  Paris  at 
3.0  p.m.,  via  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.,  via  Calais,  any 
day  within  14  days.  A  Cheap  Excursion  to 
Boulogne  will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m. 
on  Saturday,  August  1  ;  returning  at  12.5,  6.30  or 
7.10  p.m.  on  Bank  Holiday.  Cheap  Return  Tickets 
available  for  8  days  will  be  issued  at  Charing 
Cross  from  July  29  to  August  3  inclusive, 
available  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m.  services. 
Similar  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to  Calais  by  the 
9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  services.  On  Sunday  and 
Monday,  August  2  and  3,  special  day  excursions 
will  be  run  to  Boulogne  and  Calais.  Cheap  tickets  to 
Brussels  by  the  Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes 
will  be  issued  from  July  29  to  August  3  inclusive, 
available  for  eight  days.  Special  cheap  eight-day 
return  tickets  to  Amsterdam,  the  Hague,  and  other 
Dutch  towns,  via  Queenboro'  and  Flushing  (Royal 
Mail  route),  will  be  issued  from  July  29  to  August  3 
inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  andHolborn  at  9.25  a.m. 
Cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Ostend  will  be 
issued  from  July  29  to  August  3  inclusive.  Special 
cheap  tours  to  the  Belgian  Ardennes  by  the  Calais, 
Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes  are  also  announced. 
During  the  holidays  the  Continental  services  will 
run  as  usual.  A  special  express  train  ( Ist,  2nd,  and 
3rd  class)  will  leave  Victoria  for  Dover  Pier  at 
8.50  p.m.,  calling  at  Heme  Hill,  on  July  31,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Calais  and  Ostend  night  steamers. 


The  home  arrangements  are  as  follows: — Cheap 
Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Herne 
Bay,  Birch ington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs, 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
stone, Shorncliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate  and  New 
Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea)  will  be  issued  from 
London  by  all  Trains  (Mail  and  Boat  Expresses 
excepted)  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  July  31  and 
August  1,  available  to  return  on  Sunday,  Monday, 
Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  August  2,  3,  4,  or  5.  Cheap 
Day  Excursions  on  Bank  Holiday  will  be  run 
from  the  principal  London  Stations  to  Gravesend, 
Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Hast- 
ings, Bexhill,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington, 
Ramsgate,  Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate, 
Folkestone,  Dover,  etc.  On  Bank  Holiday  a  Special 
Cheap  Day  Excursion  will  be  run  to  Aldershot, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a.m.  and  London 
Bridge  9.30  a.m.  Also  Cheap  Afternoon  Excursion 
to  Whitstable  and  Heme  Bay  on  Sunday,  August  2, 
leaving  Victoria 'and  Holborn  at  2.55  p.m.  and 
Charing  Cross  at  2.30  p.m. 


"COAST  EESORTS." 


Holiday  makers  and  holiday  takers  cannot  do 
better  than  procure  a  copy  of  the  "  New  Illustrated 
Guide  to  South  Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway 
Coast  Resorts."  Therein  will  be  found  all  manner 
of  useful  notes  about  "  all  sorts  and  conditions  "  of 
seaside  towns  and  villages.  The  anxious  family 
man,  with  his  baker's  dozen  of  "  j'oung  hopefuls," 
will  find  where  sands  are  finest  and  bathing  safest. 
The  quiet  folk  who  take  their  rest  and  recreation 
in  secluded  hamlets  amid  pastoral  surroundings 
will  discover  many  such  described  within  its  pages. 
The  student,  the  botanist,  the  lover  of  natural 
history,  and  the  antiquarian  are  advised  where  to 
go,  and  are  given  sufficient  details  to  make  them 
anxious  to  investigate  for  themselves.  For  the 
pleasure  seeker,  pure  et  simple,  there  is  information 
in  plenty ;  he  can  stay  at  home  in  England  and 
make  merry  at  Bexhill,  Folkestone,  Hastings,  or 
Margate,  or  he  can  trip  across  Channel  to  Boulogne- 
sur-Mer,  Calais,  or  Ostend.  There  are  well-arranged 
tables  of  fares,  cheap  and  ordinary,  and  also  of 
times  and  distances.  The  book  is  very  well  and 
profusely  illustrated  by  sketches  and  photographs, 
and  is  written  in  so  pleasant  and  interesting  a 
manner  as  to  be  good  reading  not  for  holiday 
seekers  only,  but  also  for  those  less  fortunate  folk 
who  have  perforce  to  stay  at  home. 


"HOLIDAYS  IN  EASTERN  COUNTIES." 


We  have  received  an  advance  copy  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company's  Handbook,  "  Holidays 
in  Eastern  Counties,"  issued  in  convenient  pocket 
size  and  most  charmingly  illustrated.  Prominence 
has  been  given  to  some  less  known  districts  in  East 
Anglia,  and  a  list  of  East  Anglian  golf  links  has 
been  added.  We  may  be  sure  that  anything  edited 
by  Mr.  Percy  Lindley  will  be  done  with  good  taste. 
We  should  like  to  see  more  information  about  fishing 
places  given  next  year. 


EFFECT  OF  DYNAMITE  ON  FISH. 


Db,  A.  P.  Knight,  Professor  of  Animal  Biology 
in  Queen's  College,  Kingston,  Ont.,  has  conducted  a 
series  of  dynamite  explosions  in  water  to  determine 
the  effect  upon  fish.  The  results  show,  for  one 
thing,  that  such  explosions  are  more  destructive  in 
deep  water  than  in  shallow  water,  where  the  pres- 
sure resulting  from  the  explosion  is  not  sufficiently 
great  to  rupture  the  swim  bladder.  The  most 
significant  fact  brought  out  was  that  when  dynamite 
cartridges  are  used  for  fishing,  in  addition  to  the 
fish  which  come  to  the  surface  and  fioat  and  are 
taken,  a  much  larger  number  may  be  merely 
stunned  and  escape,  or  be  killed  outright  and  sink 
to  the  bottom.  Among  those  which  come  to  the 
surface  are  so  many  immature  that  not  one-third  of 
the  number  killed  is  marketable.  Dynamiting  is 
one  of  the  most  wasteful  of  all  the  modes  of  fishing. 
— Forest  and  Slream. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 
6,832.    Fishing.     Patentees  :  E.  C.  Cattley,  E.  M. 

Cattley,  and  E.  C.  Cattley,  all  of  161, 
State-street,  Brooklyn,  U.S.A.  Rod 
fittings.  Rod  rings  are  made  with  a  bent 
spring  shank,  which  enters  the  socket  and 
locks  with  a  slot.  By  fitting  sockets  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  rod  the  latter  may 
be  reversed. 


Xettevs  to  the  Ebitoi\ 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


CLOSE  TIME  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  regular  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  perhaps  I  may  take  the  liberty  to  ask  you 
if  you  can  inform  me  as  regards  the  law  for  cloae 
season  for  trout  in  Scotland.  I  understand  a  law 
came  into  force  last  year  that  no  trout  should  bo 
taken  after  October  15.  What  I  want  to  know  is, 
does  this  law  apply  to  hroivn  trout  only,  or  to  both 
sea  and  brown  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — • 
Yours  truly,  Walter  Eglington. 

[The  law  protecting  trout  in  Scotland  pas.sed  last 
year  referred  only  to  common  trout,  Salmo  jario ; 
sea-trout  and  other  migratory  trout  arc  protected 
with  the  salmon  and  have  the  same  close  times. — 
Ed.] 


FISHING  AT    ESTHWAITE  WATER,  NEAR 
WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  a  little  information  regarding  fish- 
ing in  the  lakes.  I  am  thinking  of  going  up  to 
Esthwaite  Water,  near  Windermere,  early  in  Sep- 
tember. Can  you  tell  me  if  the  fishing  is  good,  and 
of  what  it  consists ;  also  can  you  tell  me  whence  1 
can  get  information  regarding  accommodation  for 
wife  and  self  (private  apartments  preferred),  also 
boats.  Any  information  will  be  appreciated  by. 
Yours  truly,  Ernest  M.  Wilkins. 


CLEANSING  AND  STOCKING  A  POND. 

Dear  Sm,— We  have  in  one  of  our  parks  a  good- 
sized  lake  which  hes  just  been  enlarged  from  an  old 
pond ;  all  the  water  was  run  off,  and  it  has  been 
filled  in  and  made  a  uniform  depth  of  about  four 
feet,  but  now  unfortunately,  from  many  points  of 
view,  the  surface  has  become  overlaid  with  a  scum, 
and  there  is  an  abundance  of  sUk  or  flannel  weed, 
and  another  weed  very  common  in  ponds,  which 
not  only  spoils  the  look  of  it  but  is  very  objection- 
able as  well.  There  are  some  good  fowl  upon  it, 
but  apparently  they  cannot  in  any  degree  keep  it 
clean. 

I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  inform  me  if  there  is  any  remedy 
for  the  same  ;  also  with  any  information  with  regard 
to  stocking  the  same. — Yours  truly, 

Northampton.  "  F.  G.  Readeb." 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  A  POND. 

Deab  Sir, — The  following  procedure  has  proved 
with  me  successful,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  of  some 
use  to  "  N.  N."  : — 

Very  fine  gut  is  required,  a  collar  of  about  6  feet 
in  length  with  either  a  two-hook  worm  tackle  (small 
hooks  tied  with  red  silk)  or  one  medium-sized  hook 
tied  with  red  silk  (not  eyed).  Bait  with  brandling 
or  small  red  worm,  use  no  lead  or  fioat.  Drop 
worm  quietly  into  likely  places  of  pond  and  let  it 
reach  the  bottom  with  its  own  weight ;  after  letting 
it  rest  a  little  while  move  it  slowly  off  the  bottom  a 
yard  or  so  further  on.  If  no  bite,  draw  it  slowly  out 
of  the  water  and  drop  it  in  a  fresh  place,  repeating 
the  same  tactics.  Continue  this  procedure  in  every 
part  of  the  pond.  Keep  a  little  slack  line  in  the  left 
hand,  and  as  soon  as  a  bite  comes,  which  will  easily 
be  seen  by  a  twitching  of  the  line,  let  go  the  slack, 
and  after  a  few  moments'  delay  gently  tighten  on 
tho  fish.  The  time  to  delay  before  tightening  or 
striking  depends  on  whether  the  two-hook  tackle  or 
the  single  hook  is  used.  If  the  fofmer  three  seconds 
is  enough,  but  if  the  latter,  the  trout  should  be 
allowed  to  commence  travelling  away  with  the  line, 
and  then  the  strike  should  be  made. 

When  the  single  hook  is  used  the  worm  should  be 
entered  near  the  head  and  threaded  until  all  the 
hook  and  a  little  of  the  gut  near  the  head  of  hook  is 
covered,  the  tail  of  the  worm  being  allowed  to 
wriggle. 

Personally,  I  prefer  the  two-hook  tackle  as  the  bait 
looks  more  natural  and  attractive,  and  as — imlike 
the  single  hook — it  is  seldom  gorged.  It  is  not  a 
bad  plan  to  ground  bait  parts  of  the  pond  the  day 
before  fishing  with  chopped  up  worms.  The  tackle 
should  be  of  the  finest  description,  as  pond  trout 
are  often  very  wary.  It  will  interest  me  to  learn 
how  "  N.  N."  finds  this  method  answer. — Yours 
truly,  Hebon. 

£1000  IN  CASH  PRIZES  OFFERED  BY 
KODAK,  LIMITED. 

Deab  Sir, — We  are  publishing  in  the  columns  o  f 
your  paper  advertisements  giving  particulars  of 
our  grand  Amateur  Photographing  Competition,  to 
which  we  have  allocated  £1000  in  cash  prizes,  dis- 
tributed as  follows :  £500  for  pictures  on  the  N.C. 


70 


THE  FISHING  OAZETTE 


July  25,  1903 


non -curling  film,  £300  for  pictures  on  Kodoid 
plates,  and  £200  for  roU-fllms  developed  in  the 
Kodak  Daylight  developing  machine. 

The  new  film  is  a  complete  departure  in  roll-film 
photography,  since  it  does  not  curl  up  at  any  stage, 
and  is  orthochromatic  or  colour  sensitive. 

The  Kodoid  plates  are  also  an  innovation,  being 
thin,  flat  films  ready  backed  on  cardboards  for  use 
in  glass  plate  cameras ;  those,  too,  are  ortho- 
chromatic. 

The  Daylight  developing  machine  has  revolu- 
tionised photography,  since  the  dark-room  is  no 
longer  necessary  in  any  part  of  photography. 
Taking  up  very  small  space  and  costing  very  little, 
it  is  so  cleanly  in  working  as  not  to  be  out  of  place 
in  a  drawing-room.  All  the  processes  of  photo- 
graphy may  now  be  carried  on  in  broad  daylight. 

We  feel  sure  that  these  few  explanatory  notes 
will  be  of  service  to  your  readers,  and  shall  feel 
obliged  if  you  will  take  cognisance  of  them  in  your 
valuable  columns. — Yours  faithfully. 

Kodak,  Ltd. 

[Having  used  the  goods  manufactured  by  the 
Kodak  Company  for  some  years,  I  can  with 
pleasure  testify  that  they  have  always  given  perfect 
satisfaction,  and  their  novelties  are  a  great  advance 
even  on  their  own  high  standard.— Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  SELSEY,  SUSSEX. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  let  me  know  through  your  valuable  columns 
any  particulars  of  the  fishing  to  be  had  at  Selsey, 
Sussex. — Yours  faithfully,  H.  P,  Lyons. 

FISHING  IN  CUMBERLAND  ESK. 

Sib, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Ci'ofts,  the  Esk  near  Raven- 
glass  contains  small  brown  trout,  sea-trout,  and  a 
few  odd  salmon.  The  best  place  to  stop  i9  the  King 
of  Prussia  Inn,  Eskdale  Green,  a  station  on  the 
Boot  Railway,  the  landlord  of  which  issues  licences. 
The  fishing  cannot  be  described  as  good.  Last 
August  was  above  the  average  however,  and  the 
local  anglers  had  good  takes  of  sea-trout,  some  being 
as  heavy  as  41b.  The  fishing  for  sea-trout  is  done 
by  night,  they  say  the  darker  the  night  the  better 
for  sport.  This  night  fishing  is  rather  difficult  for  a 
stranger  who  does  not  know  the  trees,  walls,  etc., 
along  the  banks. 

It  is  best  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Watson,  land- 
lord of  the  King  of  Prussia  (which  is  situated  within 
200  yards  of  the  river).  Licence  for  salmon,  includ- 
ing sea-trout,  53.  per  week,  or  lOs.  6d.  the  season. 

The  writer  paid  three  visits  there  last  year  in 
hopes  of  getting  a  salmon,  but  did  not  succeed.  He, 
however,  caught  a  very  good  sea-trout,  fishing  in 
this  instance  in  the  daytime. — Yours  truly, 

A.  S.  D. 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Sir,— Information  re  fishing  in  South  Africa, 
Rhodesia,  southern  in  particular,  from  any  reader 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  be  appreciated  by. 
Yours  faithfully,  H.  V.  Stevens. 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  CONWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  grateful  to  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  who  could  give  me  any  particulai^ 
of  sea-trout  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  Conway  in  the 
Bettws-y-Coed  district  in  the  month  of  August,  and 
particularly  what  flies  are  most  suitable.  Any 
particulars  of  brown  trout  fishing  would  be  equally 
acceptable. — Youra  faithfully,       R.  C.  Nelson. 

[Mr.  Nelson  should  send  a  stamped  envelope  to 
Mr.  Parry,  chemist,  Bettwa-y-Coed. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  GARSTANG  WANTED 
IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  inform  me  as  to  the  prospects  of 
trout  fishing  in  August  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Garstang,  also  particulars  of  the  coarse  fishing, 
which  is,  I  am  told,  fairly  good.  Any  information 
would  be  much  appreciated  by — Yours  sincerely, 

F.  W.  Straw, 


CHEAP  IRISH  SALMON  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  resent,  very  strongly,  the  offensive 
and  ungentlemanly  tone  adopted  by  Mr.  Augustus 
Grimble.  There  was  nothing  captious  about  ray 
corrections,  and  they  were  written  in  the  interests 
of  would-be  visitors  to  the  Bann.  As  I  don't  think 
the  interests  of  angling  are  served  by  offensive 
personalities  and  imputations,  I  decline  further 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble.  If 
he  knows  the  cost  of  the  fishing  and  incidental 
expenses  per  week,  why  does  he  not  tell  your 
readers  what  they  amount  to  in  the  various 
localities  ?— Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gedney, 

Bromley,  Kent. 


ROACH  OR  RUDD  DISEASE  AND 
OTHER  MATTERS. 

Dear  Sir, — It  was  in  July,  1867,  that  my  three 
brothers,  the  gamekeeper,  and  self,  and  fox-terrier 
dog,  went  by  boat  on  a  camping  out  and  fishing 
expedition  to  the  upper  tidal  waters  of  the  river 
Barrow  in  Ireland.  We  spent  five  most  enjoyable 
days  under  canvas  at  the  foot  of  Brandoa  Hill. 
One  morning,  being  over  the  river  at  the  lock- 
keeper's  house,  young  Webster,  son  of  the  then  lock- 
keeper,  said  to  me  :  "  Would  you  care  to  come  after 
breakfast  to-morrow,  as  I  am  going  to  catch  a 
bucketful  of  roach  to  feed  the  pig.  I  give  it  a  feed 
of  roach  once  a  week."  Boy-like  I  was  delighted  at 
the  idea,  and  next  morning  about  8  a.m.  found  me 
at  the  lock-house,  where  young  Webster  was  busy 
making  dough  out  of  some  soft  bread. 

We  had  only  a  walk  of  a  few  hundred  yards  to 
get  above  the  first  weir  on  the  river,  up  to  which 
the  tide  flows  at  high  water. 

There  were  shoals  of  roach  swimming  about  in 
the  holes  formed  by  the  surrounding  weed;  we 
could  see  every  fish  distinctly,  and  they  could 
equally  well  see  us.  Some  of  these  fish  were  of 
great  size,  1  ^-pounders  being  common,  and  some 
must  have  been  21b,  in  weight. 

The  only  art  necessary  in  catching  these  fish  was 
to  guide  the  bait  near  to  the  mouth  of  a  fish,  watch 
it  disappear,  strike,  and  throw  the  fish  over  our 
heads,  as  the  gut  and  gear  were  strong. 

After  we  had  caught  four  or  more  out  of  one  hole 
we  went  to  the  next,  and  in  a  very  short  time  had 
201b.  to  25lb.  weight  of  fish,  by  guess,  in  the  bucket. 
I  never  saw  fishing  conducted  on  these  lines  before 
or  since,  yet  the  facts  are  as  stated. 

Eighteen  years  after  I  visited  the  old  spot  trout 
fishing,  and  was  informed  that  a  disease  had  killed 
nearly  all  the  roach  in  that  part  of  the  river,  and 
few  were  left. 

Whether  these  fish  were  really  roach  or  rudd  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  as  at  that  time  I  did  not 
know  the  difference.    They  were  locally  called  roach. 

I  think  it  was  last  year  that  this  same  Webster, 
who  has  succeeded  his  father,  now  deceased,  as 
lock-keeper,  killed  a  361b.  salmon  on  the  fly,  a 
photo  of  the  fish  being  reproduced  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette . 

Previous  to  the  disease  killing  the  roach  I  was 
told  that  pike  were  also  killed  by  disease,  and  that 
few  were  left  in  the  river  in  consequence. 

I  have  killed  some  splendid  baskets  of  trout, 
night  fishing  and  in  the  early  morning,  on  this  part 
of  the  Barrow,  especially  after  a  hot  July  day.  A 
flat-bottomed  boat  or  "  cot  "  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  this  purpose,  as  you  bump  over  stones  and  rocks 
in  the  dark  while  drifting  down  stream.  A  round 
stone  with  an  iron  ring  and  a  good  rope  to  hold  the 
boat  in  position  in  the  strong  current  are  required, 
for  unless  the  weight  is  round  it  is  sure  to  get  caught, 
and  cannot  easily  be  "tripped"  for  a  fresh  drift, 
when  required.  A  lantern,  too,  is  most  useful  on 
such  occasions.  The  fish  rise  all  night  long,  with 
the  exception  of  the  hour  between  I  and  2  a.m., 
when  they  seem  to  take  a  rest. 

The  best  time  for  this  kind  of  fishing  is  at  the  new 
and  full  moon,  as  the  high  water  goes  to  past 
6  o'clock  at  these  stages  of  the  moon ;  and  the 
early  flood-tide,  which  reaches  St.  Mullins  about 
3.30  to  4  a.m.,  affords  good  sport,  by  following  up 
the  in-flowing  tide  and  fishing  where  the  fresh  water 
mingles  with  it.  Directly  the  fiood-tide  gets  above 
the  "  Scarr,"  opposite  the  Mill,  you  may  give  up. 
The  evening  fishing  begins  at  7  p.m.  on  the  ebb-tide. 

St.  Mullins  is  a  sweetly  pretty  spot  in  summer, 
and  the  river  up  to  Graigue-na-Managh  and  down 
to  New  Ross  is  charming.  It  is  a  real  out-of-the- 
world  spot,  as  there  is  no  accommodation  nearer 
than  Graigue,  which  is  four  miles  from  St.  Mullins, 
so  that  few  anglers  ever  go  there. 

The  Nore,  which  runs  into  the  Barrow  about  two 
miles  above  New  K  oss,  is  also  a  lovely  river,  and 
Woodstock  is  one  of  the  show-places  of  Ireland. 
It  was  there  that  Lady  Louisa  Tighe  resided  for  so 
many  years,  and  died  only  a  few  years  ago,  deeply 
lamented  by  the  whole  country-side.  It  was  this 
lady  who  was  present  at  the  ball  given  by  her 
mother,  the  Duchess  of  Richmond,  the  night  before 
Waterloo. — Yours  truly.     The  Irish  Mallard. 


THE  EDEN  AS  A  SALMON  RIVER. 

Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  someone  would  explain 
to  me  what  benefit  there  can  be  in  turning  samlets 
into  the  Eden  unless  the  excessive  netting  in  the 
Sol  way  Firth  and  river  itself  is  stopped  ? 

The  few  extra  fish  in  the  Eden  this  spring  we 
must  thank  the  floods  for ;  without  them  the  nets 
would  have  swept  up  all  the  hatchery  can  turn  out, 
or  fifty  hatcheries. — Yours  truly,    Daddy  Ruff. 

SEA  AND  SEA  LOCH  FISHING  WANTED, 

Dear  Sie, — I  am  anxious  to  obtain  accommoda- 
tion during  August  in  Scotland  for  self  and  family, 


on  very  reasonable  terms,  at  a  healthy  spot  whore 
we  could  obtain  sea  and  sea  loch  fishing.  Can  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  advise  as  to  any  likely 
locality  ?  It  does  not  matter  how  quiet ;  we  have 
"  bikes  "  and  can  rough  it ;  but  funds  are  low,  and  we 
cannot  go  to  any  great  expense.  I  shall  be  glad  of 
any  information  or  advice  on  the  subject.— Yours 
truly,  H.  E.  B. 


LIGHT  RUBBER  WATERPROOF- 
CORACLES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  a 
really  satisfactory  light  fishing  waterproof,  but  on« 
sun-dried  guinea  coat  which  I  got  from  Swan  and 
Edgar,  of  Regent  street,  about  fifteen  years  since. 
It  weighed  this  morning  just  lib.  good,  never  stuck 
together,  no  matter  how  wet  it  was  folded  up,  and 
is  sound  and  right  still,  though,  of  course,  now  not 
waterproof,  but  was  so  for  some  years.  Swan  and 
Edgar  no  longer  keep  them ;  can  they  be  had 
elsewhere  ?  Their  15s.  one  did  not  answer.  I  have 
to  thank  you  for  enabling  me  to  obtain  from  Mr. 
A.  Morris,  of  Shrewsbury,  a  perfect  coracle. — Yours 
truly,  Watchett. 

P.S. — -I  could  send  the  old  coat  as  a  pattern. 

NOT  ROACH  FROM  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— "No  roach  in  Ireland."  As  promised 
in  my  letter  in  your  issue  of  .June  0  last,  I 
have  now  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  with  this  a 
couple  of  fish  which  I  have  taken  this  day  from  the 
same  lake  as  I  took  the  fish  referred  to  in  mine  of 
April  25  last. — Yours  truly,  .  W.  N.  C. 

Co.  Kildare. 

[The  two  fish  sent  are  rudd,  and  not  roach—there 
is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  about  that.  As  the  rudd 
will  rise  freely  at  the  fly,  I  should  like  to  see  it  in 
many  more  of  our  rivers  and  lakes  which  contmn 
roach. — Ed.] 


BIG  TEST  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  note  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  July  4,  and  the  letter  from  my  old  friend 
"  South  West  "  attached  to  it,  of  course  poor  Mann 
never  killed  a  trout  of  lO^^lb.  with  a  Black  Gnat, 
nor  indeed  with  any  other  fly.  Though  certain  that 
nothing  of  the  sort  had  ever  happened,  I  wrote  to 
Penton,  the  keeper,  whom  you  no  doubt  remember, 
and  he  replied:  "T  never  remember  Mr.  Mann 
catching  a  trout  that  weight.  The  largest  trout  ever 
caught  on  Mr.  Mann's  water  was  5^-lb.  by  Mr. 
Marston."  I  see  that  your  contemporary  corrected 
the  statement  in  last  Saturday's  issue,  under  the 
heading  "  Late  News  "  I  had  the  pleasure  of  fish- 
ing the  water  in  question  for  many  years  with  my 
old  friend  Mann,  and  have  fished  it  every  year 
since  his  death  up  to  this  season,  and  have  only 
killed  one  trout  of  5Ib.  (exactly),  and  not  more 
than  three  or  four  over  4|lb.  'The  5-pounder  fell 
to  one  of  Holland's  small  Iron  Blues  on  000  hook. 
The  biggest  trout  ever  killed  on  the  Test  with  fly 
was,  I  believe,  one  kUled  with  May  Fly  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  ago  by  Major  Turle  at  Barton 
Stacey,  weighing  81b. — Yours  faithfully, 

Romsey,  July  15.  Ballygunge. 

RECIPE  FOR  DULL  VARNISH. 

Dear  Sib, — All  varnish  makers  supply  a  "  flatting 
varnish"  that  dries  with  an  "egg-shell  gloss." 
Your  correspondent  can  get  practically  the  same 
result  by  adding  a  little  turpentine  to  ordinary 
varnish. — Yours  truly,  "Trade." 


THE  "GREEN  CHARM  "—DRESSING 
WANTED, 

Dear  Sir, — Mention  has  been  made  in  recent 
numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazitte  of  a  new  killing 
salmon  fly — the  "Green  Charm."  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  kindly 
give  a  description  of  the  fly  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
No  one  about  here  knows  anything  about  it. — 
Sincerely  yours,  J.  C.  Blanchford. 

Perthshire. 


LUG-WORMS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  the  address  of  anyone  on  the 
south-west  coast  where  I  could  obtain  a  supply  of 
lug- worms  ?  I  propose  going  to  Seaton  for  my 
holidays,  and  they  are  not  to  be  got  there.  Any 
information  on  the  subject  would  be  acceptable. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Pope. 

FISHING  AT  TORQUAY. 

Deak  Sir, — Can  any  reader  of  your  valuable 
paper  inform  me  whether  there  is  any  pier,  harbour, 
or  shore  fishing  to  be  had  at  Torquay  or  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  during  August  or  September  'i 
Yours  truly.  Novice. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  ConterUSi  see  page  77.] 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 

A  Note  from  Nor"way; 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — It  may  interest  some 
of  your  readers  to  have  some  later  news  of  the 
early  fishing  in  Norway.  With  ample  water  and 
an  unusually  early  run  of  fish  sport  on  most  rivers 
in  the  south  and  middle  provinces  has  been  better 
than  for  some  years.  I  got  here  on  June  5,  and 
the  first  fish,  a  41-pounder,  landed  -within  the  first 
half -hour  we  fished,  proved  to  me  I  was  too  late, 
for  he  was  sooty  on  the  gill  covers  and  coppery 
on  the  sides.  Two  others  of  32Ib.  and  201b,  caught 
the  same  day  were  bright,  the  latter  with  many  sea 
lice.  Sport  kept  good  and  pleasant  up  to  the  end 
of  last  week,  but  the  run  seemed  then  to  end, 
though  the  river  remains  in  its  best  trim.  This 
week  we  have  not  landed  one  fresh- run  salmon,  and 
have  had  to  content  ourselves  with  grilse,  sea-trout, 
and  occasional  old  stagers,  one  of  which,  a  191b. 
fish,  my  nephew  has  just  brought  in.- 

"  Of  other  rivers  I  know  little,  but  have  heard  of 
twenty-two  salmon  to  one  rod  in  a  day,  of  bags  of 
2000  and  3000  (the  former  just  what  my  upper 
water  has  given),  and  such  other  pleasant  reading 
or  hearing. 

"You  have  been  publishing  some  interesting 
papers  on  '  Inexpensive  Salmon  Fishing '  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  Here  is  a  possible  chance 
in  Norway."  I  leave  on  August  6,  and  unless  some 
one  will  give  me  £20,  which  I  shall  give  to  my  two 
gillies,  for  the  exclusive  right  to  fish  this  water  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season,  I  shall  give  them  the 
fishing.  In  that  case  they  are  likely,  if  paid  good 
wages  and  given  the  fish,  to  be  glad  to  let  strangers 
fish. — Yours  sincerely,  "Edw,c  Sturdy^ 

"  Bolstadoren,  Bergeny 
"July  24."- 


A  Note  about  the  Season  m  Nobwatj 
An  angler  who  returned  recently  from  Norway 
says : — 

"  The  season  in  Norway  has  been  very  wet  and 
cold,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  late  snow. 
There  has,  therefore,  been  a  lot  of  water  in  the 
rivers.  Sport  seemed  to  vary  very  much  in 
different  rivers.-  Some  of  the  lower  beats  of  the 
Namsen  did  very  well,  an  exceptional  number  of 
very  large  fish  being  taken.'  The  Vefsen,  on  the 
contrary,  has  done  badly  up  to  now,  the  water 


being  generally  6ft;  to  Sft;  too  highi  and  coming 
from  vast  snow-fields  it  was  so  cold  that  the  salmon 
would  not  run  up.  The  Stjordal  did  very  well  in 
the  beginning  of  the  season,  but  not  so  well  after.  I 
believe  the  Gula  and  Orkla  did  well,  the  Trondh- 
jem  Fjord  being  very  full  of  salmon  in  May  and 
June.  I  have  heard  nothing  yet  from  the  Alten 
and  rivers  in  the  extreme  north.-  I  imagine  on  the 
whole  it  has  been  an  average  good  season,  especi- 
ally on  the  smaller  rivers,  which  fail  in  hot  summers 
when  there  is  little  snow,  but  it  has  not  been 
by  any  means  a  pleasant  sample  of  Norwegian 
summers," 


Angling,  etc.,  in  the  Haute  Savoie; 

A  correspondent  writes : — "Visitors  to  the  Arve 
Valley  will  find  trout  and  tench  fishing  at  the 
Etangs,  near  Passy  -  Domancy  railway  station, 
between  Sallanches  and  Le  Fayet-St.  Gervais. 
Also  in  the  Bonnant  stream  and  other  tributaries 
of  the  Arve,  in  and  near  the  park  of  the  Le  Fayet 
Thermal  Establishment.  Permits  for  fishing  in  the 
Etangs  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Francois  Mouthon, 
Sallanches,  or  from  Mr.  Metral,  at  the  buffet  in  Le 
Fayet  station.  La  Societe  de  Pisciculture,  Passy, 
would  give  any  information;  as  would  also  Dr. 
Bastian,  the  resident  physician  at  the  baths  of  Le 
Fayet-St.  Gervais.  Dr^  Bastian  is  himself  an 
amateur  angler,  and  knows  practically  about  fishing 
in  Cochin-China  and  other  Far  East  places,  as  well 
as  Savoy.  There  is  an  excellent  Grand  Hotel  de  la 
Savoie,  also  a  very  comfortable  Hotel  des  Bains, 
and  a  cosy  old-time  Hotel  des  Montagnes,  all 
within  the  extensive  park  of  the  Le  Fayet-St. 
Gervais  Bath  Establishment.  Since  the  erection  of 
the  Modern  Baths  and  Grand  Hotel  Savoie  at  Le 
Fayet,  the  celebrated  Mineral  Springs  here  (usually 
known  as  'St.  Gervais,'  but  really  at  Le  Fayet) 
are  becoming  very  popular,  their  waters  being  most 
efiScacious  for  nervous,  eczematic,  and  digestive 
troubles. 

"  Le  Fayet  is  the  terminus  of  theP.L.M.  railroad, 
and  this  season  has  good  express  trains  from  Paris. 
Electric  trams  run,  in  fifty  minutes,  from  Le  Fayet 
to  Chamonix. 

"A  new  electric  line  is  projected  from  Le  Fayet, 
through  St.  Gervais  village,  to  the  Domedu  Gouter, 
which  will  open  up  a  district  abounding  in  attrac- 
tive panoramas,  and  will  be  the  nearest  agreeable 
approach  to  Mont  Blanc  for  non-athletic  tourists.'' 

"  Harling.'' 

Among  many  kind  notices  given  to  our  Summer 
Number  one  of  the  best  was  in  Land  and  Water, 
which  refers  incidentally  to  what  I  said  as  regards 
harling  being  illegal  on  the  Thames  and  called 
"  imsportsmanlike,"  whereas  it  is  considered 
legitimate  and  sportsmanlike  on  many  other  rivers 
and  on  most  lakes.  I  think  that  Land  and  Water's 
description  of  the  relative  value  of  harling  and 
other  forms  of  fly  or  bait  fishing  is  pretty  near  the 
mark.  Of  course,  if  you  row  a  boat  yourself,  and 
have  to  exercise  your  own  judgment  as  to  the 
places  to  fish,  the  pace  at  which  to  move,  etc.,  it 
makes  harling  more  interesting;  Here  is  what 
Land  and  Water  says :  — 

"  To  come  now  to  the  ethical  side  of  harling, 
which  has  been  compared  to  what  was  done  upon 
this  occasion.  A  large  proportion  of  salmon  fishers 
would,  I  am  sure,  never  condescend  to  harl  when 
they  were  able  to  fish  the  same  water  by  casting. 
Personally,  though  I  would  rather  have  harUng 
than  no  fishing  at  all,  I  would  rather  have 
moderately  good  fishing  which  was  all  casting 
than  the  best  harling  in  the  world. 

"  The  reason  for  this  feeling  is  not  far  to  seek.- 
In  the  case  of  casting,  the  fisherman  definitely 
entices  the  fish  to  take  his  fly  by  the  movements 
he  imparts  to  it  with  his  own  muscles;  When  he 
hooks  a  fish  he  feels  that  the  result  has  been 
attained  by  his  personal  skill,  which  has  been 
sufficient  to  deceive  and  lure  him  to  destruction; 
The  more  difficult  the  river  and  the  more  wary  the 
fish,  the  greater  the  satisfaction  which  comes  to  the 
fisherman. 

"  Take  harling  as  a  contrast;  The  fisherman  sits 
in  his  boat  with  one,  two,  or  three  rods  hanging 
over  the  stern,  each  rod  fixed  so  that  the  line 
attached  to  it  will  not  foul  the  h'ne  attached  to  the 
other;  A  stone  is  put  on  the  slack  of  each  Une, 
and  the  fisherman  waits  until  one  of  the  stones  is 
thrown  off  by  a  fish  which  is  foolish  enough  to  take 
one  of  the  fties;  The  only  skill  shown  in  hooking 
the  fish  is  shown  by  the  man  who  manages  the 


boat,  and  this  is  considerable;  He  must,  besides 
being  very  skilful  in  his  management  of  the  boat, 
have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  river,  so  that  he 
is  able  to  swing  the  flies  into  the  most  likely  eddies 
in  the  most  attractive  manner  possible;  All  the 
skill  that  the  man  with  the  rods  must  possess  is 
skill  in  playing  his  fishj  Altogether  one  is  inclined 
to  feel  that  the  boatman  has  the  best  sport  of  the 
two.'i 


An  Unusually  Big  Bleak; 

Messrs;  Cooper  &  Sons,  of  Radnor-street,  St.- 
Lukes,  have  recently  set  up  the  largest  bleak  I 
ever  saw ;  it  weighed  a  trifle  over  a  \lb:  It  was 
taken  by  Mr;  W.  Muirhead  at  Ringstead  Mills, 
near  Thrapston,  Northamptonshire^ 

Carp  caught  in  the  Thames  at  Barking  afteb 
the  Floods; 

The  other  day  I  had  a  call  from  Mr.  E.  B.  Pike, 
one  of  the  chemists  of  the  L.C.C.  stationed  at 
Barking.  He  wanted  to  know  what  fish  it  was 
which  the  workmen  of  the  main  drainage  works 
had  caught  alive  in  a  hole  in  the  Thames  near  the 
northern  outfall  and,  with  great  pluck,  eaten. 
Mr;  Pike  showed  me  a  photograph  of  a  carp.  He 
said  it  weighed,  after  being  cleaned  for  cooking, 
6 Jib.,  and  the  men  said  it  was  very  good;  They 
found  another  carp  dead  in  the  same  place;  There 
is  no  doubt  these  fish,  and  hundreds  of  others,  were 
carried  down  by  the  great  flood  in  June.  Mr.  Pike 
wanted  to  know  what  it  was  because  some  had  said 
it  was  a  black  bass,  others  a  barbel,  others  one  of 
the  Thames  Salmon  Association's  progeny.  A  year 
or  two  ago  Mr.  Pike  showed  me  over  the  great 
sewage  works  at  Barking.  I  am  glad  to  hear  he  is 
as  confident  as  ever  in  the  success  of  the  bacterio- 
logical system  of  treating  sewage,  and  is  convinced 
that  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  for  its  adoption  to 
become  general;  It  is  pretty  certain  London  must 
not  be  allowed  to  go  on  pouring  its  poison  into  the 
Thames  and  its  estuary  in  the  way  it  does  now.; 

"  Tupp's  Indispensable."- 

Can  some  reader  send  me  the  dressing  of  this 
fly  ?  I  believe  it  was  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some 
years  ago,  but  I  cannot  find  it. 

A  Reported  3lb;  6oz.;  Roach  ! 

]\Ir.  F;  G,  Aflalo  in  his  pleasant  column  "  About 
Animals"-  in  the  Morning  Leader  of  July  20  says :  — 

"  JMt;  Balston  sends  me  word  from  Southampton 
of  a  roach  weighing  31b;  6oz.  which  was  taken  on 
July  14  from  the  river  Stour;  There  are  many 
rivers  of  that  name  in  this  country,  but  this 
particular  stream,  which  I  know  well,  rises  in 
Wiltshire,  which  is  also  the  birthplace  of  its  com- 
panion, the  '  Hampshire  '■  Avon.  There  is,  I 
understand,  a  still  larger  roach  in  the  river  yet 
awaiting  capture,  but  meanwhile  the  specimen 
taken  at  Shapwick,  the  weight  of  which  is  given 
above,  is  good  enough,  and  its  fortunate  captor, 
Mr.  C.  O'Callaghan,  is  to  be  congratulated.  This 
must  be  an  almost  record  roach,  as  I  recollect  Mr; 
Wheeley  writing  that  one  of  even  21b.  in  weight  is 
far  above  the  average.  That  Stour  breeds  some 
fine  fish  in  the  coarse  line,  though  its  salmon  are 
not  numerically  in  the  same  running  with  those  of 
the  Avon."- 

Although  I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not  grow 
to  the  size  mentioned,  I  never  saw  a  genuine  roach 
much  over  21b.  8oz,  I  hope  the  fish  in  question  is 
being  set  up. 

An  arteficial  "Miller's  Thumb,"  etc.,  from 
Mr;  Miller,  of  Leedsj 

Mr;  J;  E.  Miller,  of  19,  New  Station-street.  Leedsj 
sends  me  an  artificial  spinning  bait  which  he  calls 
a  "  ]\Iiller's  Thumb.'i  It  reminds  me  much  more 
of  the  head  and  half  the  body  of  the  loach,  which 
is  equally  deadly  as  a  trout  bait.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  try  it  yet,  but  I  think  it  would  be  appreci- 
ated by  those  who  like  a  short  Devon  with  big 
spinning  fins  or  blades;  Another  artificial  bait 
which  5lr;  Miller  sends  me  is  his  "  Quill  Fly 
Minnow,"  which  certainly  looks  very  deadly.  It 
is  intended  for  use  like  a  fly  with  a  light  reel  linej 
Mr.  Miller's  flies  on  eyed  hooks  are  well  made ;  in 
the  winged  specimens  the  tail  or  whisks  are  too 
thick  for  my  liking.-  Grayling  anglers  should  try 
Mr;  Miller's  orange,  red,  and  green  beetles;  they 
are  very  cleverly  made,  and  would  certainly  tempt 
those  inquisitive  fish;  R.  B.  Marston. 


72 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  1,  1903 


NOVELTIES  IN  MESSES.  FOSTEK'S 
NEW  CATALOGUE. 


In  the  new  edition  of  their  well  produced  and 
fully  illustrated  catalogue  Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ash- 
bourne, give  particulars  of  some  novelties,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  Foster's  "  Rational"  Reel, 
of  which  I  give  some  illustrations.  It  is  claimed 
for  it  that  "Foster's  'Rational'  Reel  (Regd.)is  an 
embodiment  of  simplicity.  No  cogs  to  get  out  of 
order,  no  useless  weight  about  it,  and  no  check  to 
grate  on  the  ear.  But  it  has  an  adjustable  silent 
drag  that  acts  like  one's  hand  on  the  rim  of  the 
reel.-  This  leather- covered  drag  is  always  'on, 
save  when  the  pressure  of  the  little  finger  of  the 
hand  holding  the  rod  releases  it.  The  reel  has  also 
a  new  centre-pin  action. 

"The  'Rational'  Reel  is  a  creation,  and  not  an 
imitation.  One  hand  suflBces  to  manipulate  the 
rod,  line,  and  reel,  in  a  way  that  has  never  been 
found  possible  before.    The  little  finger  does  it. 

"There  is  a  bearer  that  takes  off  the  adjustable 
leather-covered  drag's  gentle  pressure  on  the  reel 
drum  holding  the  line  at  the  will  of  the  user,  who 
controls  thus  the  output  of  line,  more  or  less,  by 
the  pressure  he  puts  on  the  bearer  or  tongue  of 
metal  that  is  under  his  hand  holding  rod  when  reel 
is  in  use.  One  hand  is  thus  left  free  to  manipulate 
the  line  or  to  ply  the  net,  as  circumstances  render 
it  necessary. 

"The  'Rational'  Reel  has  proved  an  eye-opener 
to  all  who  have  seen  and  used  it.  There  is  no 
other  reel  under  the  sun  that  gives  the  user  the 
all-important  advantage  of  full  control  over  rod 
and  reel  and  line  by  one  hand  only.  And  it  does 
all  this  without  having  any  internal  works  to  get 
out  of  order.  The  illustrations  show  the  leather- 
covered  spring  or  drag  that  adjusts  on-take  and 
off-take  of  line  when  fly  fishing,  and  the  view  of 
the  thing  complete  shows  the  metal  arm  that  is 
worked  by  a  single  finger  of  the  hand  gripping  the 
rod,  which  finger  controls  the  action  of  the  leathern 
drag  entirely.  But  the  reel  must  be  seen  and  used 
for  its  value  to  be  demonstrated  in  even  the  most 
remote  degree."- 

The  "Rational"-  Reel  is  certainly  clever  and 
simple,  and  I  hope  to  try  it  presently  both  as  a 
fly  reel  and  as  a  free  running  reel  for  casting  from. 
I  think  it  just  possible  that  tarpon  anglers  who 
have  to  check  the  reel  by  pressing  the  thumb, 
protected  by  a  thumbstall,  against  the  line  on  the 
reel  as  it  is  being  pulled  off  by  the  fish,  I  think  they, 
and  possibly  anglers  for  tuna  also,  may  find  the 
leather-faced  spring-drag  of  Messrs.  Foster's  new 
reel  just  what  they  want  (it  could  be  made  a  trifle 
broader  and  with  a  depression  to  take  the 
thumb ). 

On  page  184  there  is  an  illustration  of  Messrs. 
Foster's  capital  "Dove  Dale"  steel-ribbed  whole- 
cane  fly  rod,  which  they  now  make  in  larger  sizes 
and  for  double-hand  use  for  sea- trout.  If  the  larger 
sizes  answer  as  well  as  those  Messrs.  Foster  have 
made  for  me,  I  cannot  see  how  they  can  fail  to  give 
satisfaction.  I  speak  only  from  my  own  experience, 
and  I  hope  that  no  angler  who  may  get  a  rod  like 
one  which  I  have  recommended  will  forget  that  no 
two  rods  can  be  exactly  alike,  and  that  there  may 
be  a  great  difference  in  the  play  of  two  rods  of  the 
same  length  and  weight  and  diameter.  I  like  the 
feel  of  the  sea-trout  " Dove  Dale"  very  much.  It 
is  powerful,  and  yet  not  heavy.  Whether  it  will 
stand  the  strain  of  fishing  for  sea-trout  and  grilse 
and  lifting  a  long  line  remains  to  be  seen,  though  I 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  not.  It  is  a  rod  which 
one  could  manage  with  greater  ease  than  a  green- 
heart  of  the  same  size.  No  doubt  the  fact  that  a 
cylinder  is  far  stronger  than  a  solid  bar  weight  for 
weight  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  fine  qualities 
which  cane,  or,  rather,  bamboo,  has  when  used  in 
rod  making.  The  canes  Messrs.  Foster  use  are 
much  lighter  than  those  often  used,  and  I  believe 
it  is  simply  due  to  their  steel-ribbing  that  these 
light  rods  will  stand  the  strain  they  do. 

On  page  228  there  is  an  illustration  of  the  latest 
pattern  of  their  "Favourite"  Kill  Devil.  It  has 
no  slots  to  cut  the  mounts,  it  is  very  nicely  made 
and  coloured,  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  best 
artificial  baits  that  it  is  possible  to  use  for  trout, 
pike,  and  other  fish  which  take  a  spinning  bait. 
In  the  new  pattern  the  side  triangles  are  eyed,  and 
the  eye  sUps  on  to  a  metal  eye  on  the  bait,  and  if 
one  is  lost  the  angler  can  easily  replace  it,  as  the 
eye  or  ring  on  the  body  can  be  opened,    I  am  not 


sure  that  I  should  care  to  trust  to  a  ring  of  this 
kind  for  big  fish,  but  doubtless  Messrs.  Foster  have 
tested  this  point. 

Novelties  in  floats  are  illustrated  on  p.  246  with 
inflated  and  detachable  rubber  bulbs.  They  claim 
for  the^e  that  "  this  is  the  latest  advance  made  in 
that  all-important  item  in  the  gear  of  the  bottom 
fisher-float.  Who  has  not  felt  the  annoyance  of 
fishing  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  angler 


anything  from  roach  or  grayling  to  perch  and 
pike." 

Small  quill  for  roach  (No.  1 ),  Id.  each ;  larger 
size,  2d. ;  roach,  trout,  and  grayUng  rubber  bulbs 
for  use  on  above  (No.  2),  6d. ;  ditto,  pike,  medium, 
6d. ;  large,  8d.  Rubber  bulbs  permanently  fixed 
on  quills,  as  shown  on  illustration  No.  2  roach, 
No.  4  perch,  and  Nos.  4  and  5  pike  sizes.  The 
above  are  self-inflated,  and  need  no  blowing  up. 


To  SHOW  Inside  of  Reel. 


who  is  constantly  flopping  a  big,  gaily-painted 
float  just  over  the  fish  one  is  vainly  trying  to 
beguile?  With  the  above  self-inflating  rubber 
floats  there  are  no  gaudy  tints,  and  as  the  weight 
is  one-sixth  that  of  cork,  they  need  not  be  planted 
with  a  splash  on  the  water's  surface.  They  are  as 
light  as  air,  and  with  ordinary  care  will  fall  as  light 
as  a  snow-flake  on  the  water,  and  being  inter- 
changeable, the  angler  may  carry  but  one  quill 
and  a  couple  of  bulbs  to  enable  him  to  fish  for 


Colour,  dark  brown  and  dull  red.  The  line  may  be 
passed  through  the  centre  of  the  float  together 
with  the  quill,  thus  no  float  cap  is  needed. 

These  floats  are  certainly  most  ingenious,  and  I 
do  not  see  why  they  should  not  answer  well,  as  they 
are  so  light  and  strong.  The  bulb  might  be  useful 
also  in  legering  where  you  want  to  lift  a  bait  so  that 
crabs  and  eels  cannot  get  at  it.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  bulbs  fix  on  the  floats  automatically,  and  can,  of 
course,  also  be  whipped  on,        R,  B.  MAKSTONi 
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lEELAND. 

INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLINGj 
By  Augustus  Geimble, 
Author  of  ?•  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc. 

THE  ERNE,  COUNTY  DONEGAL  (continued). 

From  these  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  though 
the  Erne  anghng,  following  the  example  of  other 
famous  rivers,  has  deteriorated,  it  is  yet  by  no  means 
to  be  despised.    Where  can  any  angler  go  to  in 
Scotland  from  the  middle  of  Jime  to  the  middle  of 
August,  the  very  nicest  time  of  the  year,  and  find 
any  sport  approaching  that  which  the  Erne  offers.' 
There  is  not  a  river  in  Scotland  from  which  the 
angler  would  have  a  fair  chance  of  averaging  about 
a  fish  a  day  for  a  month  at  anything  hke  the  modest 
sum  asked  for  on  the  Erne.    Across  the  Border  the 
rent  of  a  piece  of  water  that  would  come  up  to  such 
a  standard  would  be  nearer  £75  a  month  than  £16. 
Mr.  Moore  has  a  hatchery  at  Chff,  and  employs 
upwards  of  200  baihffs  in  the  spawning  season  to 
protect  the  river  up  to  Belturbet.    Whatever  may 
be  the  causes  of  the  Erne  deterioration,  it  certainly 
cannot  be  put  down  to  over  netting  by  Mr.  Moore's 
nets,  which  are  few  in  number  and  of  course  strictly 
observe  all  the  close  times.    In  my  opinion  it  is  to 
the  poaching  from  the  tributaries  of  fish  about  to 
spawn  and  to  the  ravages  of  the  drift-nets  of  Donegal 
Bay  that  the  mischief  must  be  attributed.  These 
drift-nets  fish  night  and  day  up  to  about  the  mouth 
of  the  Teelin  and  further  north.    They  are  un- 
licensed, and  fish  regardless  of  close  times  under  the 
eyes  of  the  poUce  and  the  coastguard.    Most  of 
them  are  from  400  to  800  yards  in  length.  They 
kiU  alike  kelts  and  clean  fish,  and  are  wasteful  to  a 
degree,  for  many  fish  become  disentangled  after 
they  are  killed  and  then  sink,  while  those  that  are 
brought  into  the  boat  are  distended  to  an  unnatural 
size  by  being  hanged  for  hours  dead  in  the  water. 
Whether,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  prevaihng 
lawlessness,  the  Government  are  wise  in  ordering  the 
police  and  the  coastguard  not  to  interfere  when 
poaching  takes  place  under  their  very  noses,  is  a 
matter  I  will  not  attempt  to  decide.    Of  course  they 
will  interfere  if  they  see  such  violence  used  as 
may  imperil  the  loss  of  Hmb  or  hfe,  but  to  allow  a 
man  who  is  trying  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  law  to 
be  half  or  wholly  murdered  before  the  interference 
time  arrives  seems  a  funny  way  of  doing  business. 
The  fines  for  poaching  on  the  Erne  are  also  ridicu- 
lously small,  and  to  mention  only  one  instance  where 
a  fine  of  5s.  was  imposed  for  a  flagrant  case.  On 
appeal  to  DubUn  this  was  reduced  to  Is.  !    Of  this 
splendid  sum  the  conservators  received  8d.,  and  it 
had  cost  them  30s.  to  prosecute  ! 

A  witness  before  the  Fishery  Commissions  of  1900 
stated  that  every  fish  an  angler  caught  on  the  Erne 
cost  him  £7  10s.,  all  of  which  was  spent  in  the  district. 
Surely  this  must  be  too  high  an  estimate,  for  take  a 
season  hke  1894,  when  610  fish  were  got  by  the  forty- 
five  Erne  rods.  Did  they  spend  £4725  between 
them  ?  Or  in  the  bad  year  of  1899,  did  the  thirty- 
three  anglers  who  only  got  149  fish  disburse  £1117 
10s.  ?  I  think  not,  and  that  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  arrive  at  any  definite  result  as  to  the  sum  that 
each  fish  cost  each  angler.  We  know  the  anghng 
charge  is  £4  for  a  week.;  rod  hcence,  20s.  ;  we  will 
take  the  hotel  bill  at  20s.  a  day,  and  allow  for  a  stay 
of  eight  days,  and  allowing  a  further  20s.  a  day  for 
gilhe  and  "  reverend  gentlemen  "  supphed  by 
Rogan,  we  come  to  a  total  of  £19  for  a  week  on 
the  Erne.  After  that  skill  and  luck  will  have  some- 
thing to  say  as  to  the  result.  Take  the  case  of  the 
angler  who  caught  thirty-three  fish  in  four  weeks. 
Did  it  cost  him  close  on  £250,  which  at  £7  10s.  a  fish 
it  would  have  done  ?  According  to  my  calculation, 
50s.  per  fish  is  nearer  the  mark.  Anyway,  no 
angler  can  fail  to  be  pleased  with  the  Erne,  for  it  is 
an  ideal  river  to  cast,  and  though  not  so  good  as  it 
formerly  was,  it  still  compares  favourably  with 
any  other  in  the  kingdom. 

OWENTOCKER  AND  OWENEA  OR 
GLENTIES,  COUNTY  DONEGAL. 
These  two  streams  fall  into  the  head  of  Lough - 
Ros-More  Bay  at  Ardara.  The  Owentocker,  the 
more  southern,  is  twelve  miles  in  length,  and  the 
Owenea  sixteen  miles.  Nets  begin  on  June  1  and 
continue  to  Aug.  31.  Rods  may  commence  on  April 
1  and  keep  on  till  Sept.  30.  The  estuary  is  much 
overfished,  and  the  number  of  boats  has  largely  in- 


creased since  1894.  In  that  year  two  boats  took 
4163  fish  ;  in  1899,  ten  boats  only  got  1501. 

A  somewhat  remarkable  matter  in  connection  with 
these  rivers  is  the  fact  that  the  natives  poach  in 
quite  a  gentlemanly  style,  and  only  take  the  fish 
when  they  are  in  their  best  condition,  and  do  not 
interfere  with  them  on  the  spawning  beds.  For 
this  new  phase  of  poaching  the  railway  station  at 
Killybegs  is  probably  answerable,  for  as  the  police 
have  no  power  of  search,  boxes  of  salmon  are  easily 
sent  to  market,  and  thus,  as  there  is  a  good  deal 
more  money  to  be  made  by  a  traffic  in  clean  fisli 
than  there  is  in  gaffing  and  eating  unwholesome  fish 
off  the  beds,  the  natives  have  cleverly  abstained 
from  kilhng  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  eggs. 
At  any  rate,  this  form  of  poaching  is  some  slight 
improvement  on  the  usual  style.    The  hotel  at 
Ardara,  kept  by  Neil  McNeUs,  is  quite  comfortable. 
Both  rivers  are  attached  to  it,  and  the  charge  for 
anghng  and  board  per  \;eek  is  70s.— reasonable 
enough,  in  all  conscience.    April  and  May  are  some- 
times good  months.    July  and  August  are  more 
certain.    Waders  are  not  wanted  for  the  rivers,  but 
they  had  better  be  taken,  as  in  times  of  drought 
they  will  be  handy  for  fishing  the  lakes  on  which 
there  are  no  boats.    As  many  as  forty  salmon  and 
grilse  have  been  taken  by  one  rod  in  a  few  weeks, 
and  when  the  Owenea  is  right  a  fish  a  day  should 
be  got.    It  is  the  best  of  the  two  streams,  and  is  at 
times  taken  for  the  season,  so  before  going  to 
Ardara  it  will  be  as  well  to  send  a  line  to  McNehs 
to  ascertain  what  arrangements  have  been  made. 
ROSSES,  CROLLY,  AND  LOUGH  ANURE 

FISHERY,  COUNTY  DONEGAL. 
This  is  a  fishery  that  has  been  opened  up  in 
quite  recent  times.  It  hes  immediately  below  that 
of  Gweedore,  and  comprises  about  100  lakes,  fifteen 
of  which  hold  sea-trout,  while  there  is  one  salmon 
river,  the  CroUy,  which  empties  Lough  Anure,  some 
three  miles  long  by  about  one  in  breadth.  It  is 
only  recently  that  Mr.  Herdman,  the  lessee,  has 
opened  up  a  clear  run  which  now  easily  takes  the 
sabnon  and  sea-trout  from  the  CroUy  into  Lough 
Anure  in  considerable  numbers.  No  netting  is 
allowed  at  CroUy  mouth.  There  are  boats  on  all 
the  sea-trout  lakes  and  good  brown  trout  in  all  the 
other  lakes,  most  of  which  can  be  fished  fairly  well 
from  the  shore  with  wading  stockings.  July, 
August,  and  September  are  the  best  months,  though 
June  and  October  are  often  good.  The  charge  for 
fishing  over  the  whole,  including  the  CroUy  (which 
is  only  a  short  but  very  pretty  river)  and  Lough 
Anure,  is  20s.  a  week,  or  50s.  a  month.  Boat  and 
gilhe,  3s.  6d.  a  day. 

The  Dungloe  Hotel  is  where  anglers  stay,  and  the 
quarters  are  quite  nice.  Lough  Meela  Station  is  but 
two  and  a  half  miles  from  it  on  the  recently  made 
hght  railway  of  the  Letterkenny  and  Burtonport 
Company.  Fintown  Station,  on  the  Donegal  Rail- 
way, is  a  ten-mile  drive.  AU  the  lakes  are  within 
easy  reach  of  the  hotel,  and  anglers  might  do  worse 
than  pay  a  visit  to  this  new  fishery  that  has  been 
opened  up  in  the  bracing  air  and  splendid  wilds  of 
Donegal.  I  think  the  hotel  terms  are  60s.  a  week, 
and  if  that  is  right,  then  for  about  £20  an  angler 
could  spend  a  month  here  with  the  certainty  of 
getting  a  few  salmon,  a  good  many  sea-trout,  and 
a  big  bag  of  brownies,  always  provided  the  weather 
be  favourable. 

(To  be  continued.) 


SALMON  AND  FEESH-WATEE 
FISHEEIES. 


The  foUowing  letter  appeared  recently  in  the 
Yorkshire  Post:  — 

"SALMON  AND  FRESH- WATER  FISHERIES. 
"MR.  R.  F.  CAVENDISH'S  BILL, 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Yorkshire  Post. 
"Sir, — At  the  commencement  of  this  session  I 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  Bill  entitled 
'The  Salmon  and  Fresh- Water  Fisheries  Bill.'  As 
I  was  unsuccessful  in  obtaining  a  place  in  the 
ballot  for  private  members'  bills,  there  has  been  no 
opportunity  of  having  any  debate  on  the  subject, 
and  I  should,  therefore,   hke  to  be  allowed  to 
indicate  in  your  columns  the  objects  which  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  had  in  view,  and  to  answer 
the  objections  which  have  been  made  with  regard 
to  some  of  its  provisions.' 
i'The  Bill  was  based  on  the  recommendations 


contained  in  the  report  of  tlie  Salmon  Fisheries 
Commission,  and  had  for  its  object  the  preservation 
and  improvement  of  salmon  fisheries  and  the 
mdustries  connected  therewith  in  Great  Britain. 

"  The  Bill  proposed  that  Boards  of  Conservators 
should  be  enabled  to  alter  or  to  make  fish  passes  in 
obstructions  in  rivers  so  as  to  make  it  possible  for 
larger  numbers  of  salmon  to  reach  the  spawning 
grounds  than  have  been  able  hitherto.  For  this 
purpose  it  was  proposed  that  the  County  Council 
should  have  the  power  of  assisting  Boards  of  Con- 
servators within  their  area.  Of  course,  no  County 
Council  would  consent  to  render  any  financial 
assistance  unless  it  could  be  clearly  proved  that 
such  expenditure  would  be  beneficial  to  the  rate- 
payers generally,  and  not  merely  to  the  advantage 
of  owners  or  lessees  of  salmon  fisheries. 

"  Powers  were  also  sought  by  the  Bill  to  establish 
a  uniform  annual  close  time  and  a  weekly  close 
time  for  net  fishing,  to  regulate  the  sale  of  salmon 
durmg  the  close  time,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
immature  fish,  and  to  enable  Boards  of  Conservators 
to  make  bye-laws  as  to  the  mode  of  fishing  for 
salmon. 

■'From  letters  which  I  have  received  on  the 
subject  it  appears  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
misapprehension  exists  as  to  some  of  the  clauses. 
It  is  stated  that  if  a  similar  Bill  became  law 

"  1.  AU  anghng  would  be  iUegal  between  Satur- 
day at  noon  and  Monday  at  noon. 

"2.  The  regulations  which  might  be  made  as  to 
the  mode  of  fishing  would  greatly  interfere  with 
fishermen  other  than  those  fishing  for  salmon. 

"  3.  The  mmimum  size  allowed  by  the  BiU  would 
be  too  small. 

"4.  Public  money  would  be  given  for  the 
advantage  of  a  limited  number  of  persons. 

"As  regards  (1),  the  weekly  close  time  was 
intended  to  apply  only  to  net  fishing,  and  if  it 
is  considered  that  this  was  not  sufficiently  clearly 
expressed  in  the  BiU,  an  amendment  could  easily 
be  inserted  to  make  it  so. 

"(2)  The  Bill  applied  only  to  salmon,  and  any 
bye-law  or  regulation  which  might  be  made  in 
consequence  of  the  Bill  would  only  apply  to  persons 
fishing  for  salmon. 

"(3)  I  admit  the  force  of  the  objection  as  regards 
the  minimum  size,  as  in  my  BUI  it  was  made  iUegal 
to  take  trout  and  char,  as  well  as  salmon,  less  than 
seven  inches  long.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
limit  the  regulations  to  salmon  alone. 

"  (4)  The  Bill  constituted  the  County  Council  as 
the  authority  which  would  give  financial  assistance 
to  Boards  of  Conservators.  I  beUeve  that  the 
County  Council  could  be  safely  entrusted  with  this 
power,  as  I  do  not  think  that  it  can  be  seriously 
contended  that  such  bodies  would  consent  to  pubUc 
money  being  spent  merely  for  the  benefit  of  a  few 
individuals. 

"  Owing  to  the  rules  of  Parliamentary  procedure, 
there  was  no  possibility  of  proceding  with  the  BiU^ 
I  have  therefore  withdrawn  it. — Yours,  etc., 

"R.  F.  Cavendish, 
"House  of  Commons,  July  7.'- 


DEY  FLY  FISHING  IN  BEIEF. 
By  P.  Wit, 

{Continued  from  page  60.) 
CHAPTER  IL 
Simple  Overhead  Casting,  and  the  Uscal 
Errors  Explained  ;  Slack  and  Drag  ;  How 
TO  Tackle  a  Trout  ;  Casting  against  a 
Light  Wind  ;  The  Undercut  ;  Very  Long 
Casting  ;  Shooting  the  Line  ;  Casting 
against  Strong  Wind  ;  Tactics  and  Advice 
BY  AN  Old  Hand. 

Casting. 

First  learn  the  ordinary  simple  overhead  throw 
upstream.  Let  out  about  a  dozen  yards  of  line,  or  as 
much  as  you  find  you  can  easily  control,  and  without 
moving  the  arm  above  the  elbow,  which  should  bo 
kept  wthin  a  few  inches  of  your  liip  for  this  cast  ; 
swish  the  top  of  the  rod  forwards  in  a  straight  fine  at 
a  moderate  pace,  until  both  the  fine  and  the  cast  are 
fully  extended  in  front  of  you  high  in  the  air,  about 
the  level  of  your  o^ti  head  ;  then  throw  the  rod  top 
backwards,  not  in  a  straight  fine  Uke  the  forward 
throw,  but  in  a  big  half-circle,  still  keeping  the  tip 
and  hne  as  high  as  your  head  until  it  passes  you, 
when  it  should  rise  with  tliis  back  throw.  (X.B. — 
One  of  the  best  fishermen  I  know  says :  "In  my 


74 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  1,  1903 


opinion  the  elbow  should  be  about  a  foot  from  the 
side  when  working  this  cast.")  Again  wait  until 
the  Une  is  fully  extended  well  up  in  the  air  behind 
you  before  you  repeat  this  forward  and  backward 
swing,  which  should  be  done  four  or  live  times  in 
succession  (to  dry  the  fly)  before  you  finally  permit 
the  fly  to  di'op  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 

The  novice  is  here  warned  against  the  following 
bad  but  usual  faults  in  making  this  cast.  Fault  1. — 
Trying  to  throw  with  the  whole  arm.  This  is  both 
tiring  to  attempt  and  impossible  to  manage.  The 
throw  ought  to  be  made  by  the  wrist,  with  perhaps 
a  little  help  from  the  fore-arm  ;  on  no  account  use 
the  part  of  the  arm  which  is  above  the  elbow. 
Fault  2.— Letting  the  rod-tip  go  too  far  back  and 
too  low  down.  This  results  in  the  fly  being  caught 
up  behind  the  angler,  and  on  the  return  forward 
stroke  smash  goes  the  rod-top,  or  it  receives  a 
ruinous  strain.  Fault  3.— Cracking  off  flies  and 
gettmg  tangled  up.  Tliis  comes  from  swinging  the 
line  and  fly  too  straight  backwards  and  forwards, 
instead  of  making  them  travel  round  in  the  back- 
ward (and  sometimes  forward)  sweep  of  the  rod. 
Fault  4.— Knots  in  the  gut  cast  near  the  fly,  espe- 
cially if  the  wind  is  at  all  awkward.  These  are  often 
produced  by  the  same  faulty  throwing,  and  the 
struggles  of  a  good  fish  then  often  result  in  a  break- 
age at  a  knot  of  this  sort  on  fine  single  gut,  as  the 
gut  cuts  itself  there  when  pulled  hard. 

Because  you  are  facing  up  the  stream  the  current 
will  bring  the  fly  and  line  back  towards  you  on  the 
surface ;  therefore  as  they  come  back  raise  the  rod-top 
enough  to  keep  it  just  in  touch  with  the  fly.  If  you 
are  too  slow  you  will  have  a  Uttle  slack  line  between 
the  fly  and  the  rod-tip,  when  it  wiU  not  be  possible 
for  you  if  a  fish  rises  to  be  quick  enough  to  hook  him 
with  a  little  twitch  or  "  strike,"  as  it  is  called, 
because  the  trout  will  reject  the  fly  far  more  rapidly 
than  you  can  jerk  up  the  slack  fine.  In  quick  water 
it  is  a  great  help  to  pull  in  the  slack  with  the  dis- 
engaged hand  while  raising  the  top  of  the  rod.  On 
the  other  hand,  after  casting,  if  you  take  in  your 
slack  faster  than  the  pace  of  the  current,  the  fly  will 
make  a  streak  or  "  drag,"  as  it  is  called,  upon  the 
surface,  which  every  trout  knows  is  never  done  by 
a  natural  fly,  and  the  flsh  stops  rising  instantly. 
You  have  then  "  put  him  down."  If  he  has  not 
been  fished  for  much,  he  may  start  rising  again  in  a 
few  minutes  if  you  keep  quiet  and  do  nothing 
further  to  alarm  him,  but  a  well-educated  trout  will 
either  make  right  off  at  once  to  safer  quarters,  j)ro 
tern..,  or  will  go  down  to  the  bottom  and  lie  there 
without  rising  for  half  an  hour  or  more,  and  will 
then  only  resume  very  carefully  and  shyly,  closely 
inspecting  every  fly  before  taking  it,  and  perhaps 
coming,  if  indeed  he  does  rise  at  all,  very  short  at 
your  artificial. 

Next,  in  taking  up  your  slack  line  after  the  fly  has 
travelled  down  about  three  yards,  and  your  rod- top 
is  raised  in  consequence  pretty  high,  you  can  still 
let  the  fly  come  on,  and  take  in  the  slack  by  drawing 
the  running  line  down  through  the  rod  rings  with  the 
hand  you  are  not  casting  vsdth,  laying  hold  of  it  just 
below  the  lowest  ring,  letting  it  hang  down  even  to 
the  ground  when  you  wish  to  flsh  fast  water  close  to 
you  under  your  own  bank.  The  Une  is  easily 
worked  out  again  by  swinging  the  rod  forwards  and 
backwards  a  few  times  as  already  described  (and 
paying  out  the  hne  through  the  disengaged  hand), 
which  dries  the  fly  for  the  next  cast. 

In  dry-fly  fishing  in  clear  and  pretty  smooth 
water  only  throw  at  fish  you  can  see,  and  if  they  are 
rising  so  much  the  better.  It  is  only  in  fast-run- 
ning bits  of  water  that  you  work  it  all  on  the 
chance  of  raising  a  fish,  or  you  will  scare  and  educate 
still  further  trout  you  or  others  might  find  rising 
steadily  later  on  and  then  kill.  On  spotting  a  fish, 
get  up  within  reach,  keeping  as  low  down  and  as 
much  out  of  sight  as  you  can.  Remember  the  first 
throw  is  far  more  likely  to  get  your  fish  than  any 
subsequent  one,  and  therefore  be  sure  you  put  all 
you  know  into  that  chuck.  Let  the  fish  rise  a  few 
times  before  throwing  to  him,  in  order  to  make  sure 
to  an  inch,  not  only  of  the  best  spot  for  your  fly, 
but  also  where  you  ought  to  settle  yourself  to  get 
the  deadUest  throw  possible.  Many  men  fail  even 
after  years  of  angling  to  select  exactly  the  right 
point  from  which  to  make  the  attack ;  other  men 
seem  to  know  at  a  glance :  distance,  cover,  wind,  set 
of  current,  and  position  of  fish,  if  all  carefully  con- 
sidered before  that  first  throw,  tell  tremendously  in 
your  favour. 

Always  drop  your  fly  just  on  your  own  side  of  the 
fish,  and  generally  near  his  head— an  inch  or  two 


above  for  choice  ;  thus  the  fly  and  not  the  gut  line 
is  what  he  sees  ;  but  should  you  over  throw  and  put 
the  fly  beyond  him,  or  much  above,  the  gut  comes 
over  him  first,  and  even  if  he  takes  the  fly  after- 
wards, he  is  never  so  weU  hooked  as  by  the  proper 
(first  described)  thi-ow,  wliich  enables  you  to  strike 
the  fly  back  into  the  corner  of  his  mouth,  as  he  must 
always  turn  a  Uttle  to  you  to  reach  a  well-placed  fly, 
and  as  he  closes  on  it  will  instantly  commence  to 
turn  his  nose  back  again  to  meet  the  current,  when 
the  strike,  coming  at  that  moment,  hits  the  fly  into 
the  shut  corner  of  the  jaws,  and  should  fasten  it 
well  in  one  or  other  of  them.  Aim  your  fly  as  if  the 
water  were  on  a  level  with  your  elbow.  The  full 
force  of  the  throw  is  then  spent  in  the  air,  and  the 
fly  mil  drop  on  the  water  as  lightly  as  a  natural  one, 
with  the  wings  cocked  up.  If  you  try  to  pitch  the 
fly  right  down  on  the  spot  where  you  intend  it  to 
aUght,  you  will  bang  it  into  the  stream  Uke  a  stone, 
with  a  Uttle  splash  which  scares  the  fish  away. 
Gradually  learn  to  lengthen  your  throw  until  you 
cast  eighteen  or  twenty  yards  of  straight  Une,  and 
Ughtly  drop  your  fly  within  an  inch  or  two  of  the 
place  you  intend.  The  late  George  Selwyn  Marryat, 
probably  the  most  perfect  fisherman  that  ever 
handled  a  trout  rod  or  tied  a  fly,  could  drop  his  fly 
nearly  every  cast  he  made  on  to  a  sixpence  placed 
on  the  lawn  twenty  yards  from  him.  For  this 
throw  he  invariably  put  his  first  finger  instead  of  his 
thumb  out  along  the  grip  of  the  rod,  and  though,  as 
he  said,  this  is  at  first  very  severe  work  for  the  finger, 
it  gets  quite  used  to  it  after  a  bit,  aiid  the  deadly 
accuracy  in  casting  thus  obtained  iri  all  future 
seasons  is  well  worth  mastering  ;  that  is  one  of  his 
own  straight  tips.  Remember  that  the  majority  of 
fish  are  killed  by  accurate  and  Ught  casting  at  a 
moderate  distance,  where  the  Une,  and  especiaUy 
the  strike,  is  well  under  the  control  of  the  caster. 
The  deadly  rod  never  throws  a  foot  further  than  he 
sees  is  necessary,  though  at  times  a  very  long  chuck 
is  compulsory. 

Throwing  against  a  Light  Wind. 
The  next  kind  of  throw,  though  not  quite  so  easy,  is 
valuable  on  clear  water,  when  fish  are  shy,  and  you 
have  to  cut  the  fly  up  against  the  breeze.  The  rod 
is  swung  sideways— that  is,  horizontally  instead  of 
perpendicularly— thus  keeping  both  rod  and  line 
more  down  out  of  the  fishes'  sight,  until,  having  got 
your  distance,  the  sideways  chuck  is  directed  so 
"that  the  fly  falls  as  usual  just  on  your  own  side  of 
the  fish's  head.  At  first  you  will  overshoot  your 
mark,  but  a  Uttle  practice  wiU  rectify  that,  and  with 
this  throw,  if  you  make  sure  you  give  time  enough 
each  backward  swing  to  fully  extend  the  line,  you 
wiU  find  you  can  cut  the  fly  forward  right  under  the 
wind  to  the  full  length  of  the  cast,  and  it  will  always 
drop  Ughtly  and  beautifxilly  cocked.  In  a  clear  and 
moderately  fast  river  such  a  fly  dropped  right  on  to 
a  trout's  nose  is  sometimes  snapped  by  him  just 
before  it  reaches  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  woe 
to  you  if  you  are  not  ready  to  strike.  This  cast 
should  be  tried  where  it  is  not  easy  to  throw  without 
the  current  immediately  dragging  the  fly  past  the 
fish,  or  you  may  try  the  other  extreme  in  places 
where  you  see  the  fly  is  likely  to  "  chrag."  Throw 
so  that  the  fly  lands  with  a  Uttle  slack  gut  a  few 
inches  on  your  own  side  of  the  trout's  nose.  This 
is  easily  done  with  a  Uttle  practice  by  casting  as 
though  you  wanted  to  drive  the  fly  further  than  you 
really  do,  which  wiU  cause  it  to  spring  back  at  the 
end  of  the  throw,  and  easing  the  rod-top  forward 
wiU  do  the  rest,  thus  nearly  reaching  the  fish  just 
as  the  slack  is  run  out ;  but  this  cast  requires  careful 
timing  and  judgment. 

For  Very  Long  Casting. 
Where  this  is  necessary,  use  the  ordinaiy  over- 
head throw,  but  work  the  hand  wielding  the  rod  as 
high  above  your  head  as  you  can  reach  instead  of  in 
the  usual  position  ;  also  hold  some  four  or  five  feet 
of  slack  Une  which  you  have  pulled  off  the  reel,  from 
just  above  the  lowest  ring,  in  your  disengaged  hand, 
and  let  it  go  at  the  end  of  the  final  forward  cast, 
when  the  weight  of  the  long  Une  wiU  carry  this  extra 
bit  out  through  the  rings.  This  is  caUed  "  shooting 
the  Une,"  and  enables  one  to  get  to  a  fish  at  a  pmch 
which  is  beyond  an  ordinary  throw. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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IN  THE  KETTLE  COUNTEY. 

High  up  in  Wharfedale,  where  the  bed  of  the 
youthful  river  is  700ft.  above  sea-level,  and  its 
banks  go  sweeping  up  and  up  and  up  until  they  kiss 
the  sky  with  their  scarred  ridges  and  grizzly  peaks, 
1000ft.  or  1500ft.  higher  still,  Ues  the  land  of  the 
Kettles — not  copper  kettles  though  ;  for  this  part 
of  the  elevated  valley  of  the  Wharf e  is  known  as 
KettleweUdale,  the  ancient  "  town  " — it  contains 
nearly  200  inhabitants  and  possesses  three  shops 
and  a  Maypole ! — of  Kettlewell  being  situated 
therein,  cosily  sitting  beside  the  river  at  the  very 
foot  of  Great  Whernside. 

Kettlewell  is  one  of  the  few  old-world  villages  of 
England,  situated  amidst  the  loveliest  of  mountain, 
pastoral,  and  sylvan  scenery,  that  remains  as  yet  un- 
contaminated  to  any  extent  with  the  ramp  and 
rush  of  the  modem  tripper  and  the  clamour  of 
modern  bustle.  For  this  it  has  to  thank  its  in- 
accessibiUty.  Until  last  year,  when  a  light  railway 
was  opened  from  Skipton  to  Grassington,  six  miles 
away,  it  held  the  record  for  the  furthest  town  or 
viflage  in  England  from  a  railway,  the  nearest 
station  being  Skipton,  some  sixteen  miles  distant. 
True,  since  the  opening  of  the  Grassington  Une  the 
char-a-bancs  have  brought  along  an  increasing,  if 
meagre,  tide  of  short-stayed  excursionists ;  but 
there  has  not  yet  been  any  invasion  sufficient  to 
dispel  the  delicious  atmosphere  of  perennial  Sabbath 
that  Ues  heavy  on  the  Uttle  grey  viUage  and 
whispers  seductively  of  rest. 

The  surroundings  of  Kettlewell  are  said  to  present 
a  singular  resemblance  to  the  natural  features  of  the 
VaUey  of  Jehoshaphat  in  the  Holy  Land.  I  am 
wilUng  to  beUeve  the  statement  in  a  general  way, 
although  there  are  no  brigands  in  KettleweUdale  as 
yet.  StiU,  that  Uttle  dissimilarity  may  disappear 
when  the  stream  of  tourists  increases  to  an  extent 
sufficient  to  cause  the  appearance  of  the  up-to-date 
caterer.  At  present,  however,  the  accommodation 
is  cheap,  clean,  and  wholesome. 

On  either  hand  the  narrow  valley  rises  in  steep, 
green,  tree-studded  slopes  to  rugged  heights,  where 
the  white  Umestone  rock  crops  out  in  fantastic 
terraces,  one  above  another,  like  huge  battlements 
that  guard  the  grim  scars  ahd  crags  above  and 
beyond,  which  the  fancy  shapes  into  the  crumbUng 
ruins  of  the  castles  of  a  bygone  race  of  Titanic  ogres. 
The  grouse  nest  there  among  the  heather,  and  along 
the  fringe  of  the  towering  feUs  the  rabbits  swarm 
and  multiply  as  only  rabbits  can. 

A  mountain  beck,  formed  by  the  union  of  two 
streams,  leaps  from  the  sides  of  Whernside  adown 
its  rocky  bed,  and  sUdes  and  patters  and  bubbles 
through  the  very  heart  of  the  village  ere  it  gently 
loses  itself  in  the  Wharfe  ;  and  on  the  banks  of  this 
stream  the  two-and-three-century-year-old  colour- 
washed houses  huddle  themselves  in  deUghtful  dis- 
order. It  is  hard  to  beUeve  that  Kettlewell  was 
ever  built.  Far  easier  is  it  to  imagine  that  it  simply 
grew  up— and  it  did  not  grow  up  very  high  either— 
out  of  its  native  Umestone  ;  and  then  man  came 
along  and  whitewashed  it  and  put  windows  in.  The 
average  modern  viUage  is  a  splotch  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  KettleweU  is  part  of  the  face  of  the 
CcXi'tb.  itsdf 

Originally  in  the  dim  and  distant  past  the  viUage 
was,  I  beUeve,  "  Ketelville  "—that  is,  the  town  of 
the  Ketels,  who  would  no  doubt,  as  is  only  seemly 
for  a  family  with  such  a  name,  be  pretty  "  big  pots  ' 
in  their  day  and  generation.  It  is  here,  too,  that 
that  venomous  Uttle  wasp  "  Captain  Kettle  "  peace- 
fully pursues  the  patriarchal  caUing  of  an  agricul- 
turist, and  conducts  the  services  of  the  "  Wharfedale 
Particular  Methodists"  in  the  calm  interludes 
between  his  adventures.  His  creator,  CutcUffe 
Hyne,  has  himseH  lately  taken  up  his  residence  in 
the  village. 

So,  truly,  this  is  the  country  of  the  Kettles— the 
ancient  Ketels  of  antiquarian  lore,  the  truculent 
"  Kettle  of  modern  fiction,  and,  best  of  aU,  the 
"kettles  of  fish"  that  reward  the  happy  anglers 
toil  •  for  the  trout  fishing  hereabouts  is  reckoned 
second  to  none  in  Yorksliire,  if  not  in  the  whole 
north  country,  and  the  fish,  r.unmng  about  three  to 
the  pound,  are  for  their  size  the  merriest  beggars  in 
existence.  The  Wharfe,  not  yet  joined  by  its  chief 
highland  tributary,  the  Skirfare,  is  in  normal  times 
no  more  than  a  good-sized  brook ;  yet  it  is  ahve 
with  fish.  Here  it  smgs  gaily  along  a  broad,  rip- 
pUne  shaUow,  overhung  by  the  trees  among  whose 
roots  many  a  lusty  three-quarter-pounder  makes  hifl 
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SAND  EEL. 

With  baby  spinuer  and  swivel. 


Trade  Mark. 


THE"WILCOCKS"  SEA  REEL. 

Brass  star  back,    optional  check, 
aluminium  lining,  and  flange. 


SAND  EEL.   With  swivel. 

?! 

? 

t1 


SYDNEY  SPINNER. 


WOOD  REEL. 

star  back,  optional  check,  flange,  and 
rim  lined  with  brass. 


PATENT  STRAIGHT  PULL  SUSPENDER. 


■    SPLIT  CANE  ROD. 

illsi'      2-joint,  for  sea  fishing. 


2-JOINT  HICKORY 
SEA  ROD. 


THE  "STANDARD"  YACHTING  OUTFIT. 


GROUND  SPILLERS. 

With  25,  50,  or  100  hooks. 


DEEP  SEA  LINE. 

For  Cod,  Whiting,  &c. 


ALLCOCK  S"  PATENT  SEA  LEAD.  Separated,  2  lis,  Complete. 


The  "  Perfect" Sea 
Hook  to  Wire 
Gimp. 

Wire  Gimp  Traces. 


Treble- twisted  Gut 
Lines  for  Bass, 
Pollock,  &c 


Tanned  Flax  Lines 


Sea  Rods  in  Green- 
heart,  Ash,  Hick- 
ory, and  Cane. 


Mackerel  Flies  on 
Sing^le,  Double, 
and  Twisted  Gut. 


Polished  Cotton 
Sea  Lines. 


PIER  LINE. 

With  lead,  wire  suspender,  and  2  hooks. 


Twisted  Gut  Pater- 
nosters, fitted 
with  Straigrht 
Pull  Booms. 


WHITING  OR  POLLOCK  LINE. 

For  Harlx  ar  i'ishing. 


HERCULES "  GUT  CASTS. 


MACKEREL  LINL 
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holt ;  there  it  rattles  and  clatters  "down  a  succession 
of  stony  terraces  to  gather  to  itself  the  waters  of 
some  noisy  tributary  beck  that,  full  born,  gushes 
out  from  a  darksome  cavern  piercing  the  very 
bowels  of  the  hmestone  mountains  ;  here  again  it 
ghdes  softly  between  flower-flecked  meadows  to 
lose  itself  for  a  moment  in  some  dark,  silent  pool ; 
and  yonder  it  plunges  madly  over  the  rocky  shelves 
in  foaming  cascades  and  crystal  showers.. 

But  all  the  delights  are  not  for  the  mere  catcher 
of  fish.  Rare  ferns  lurk  in  the  rocky  crevices  of  the 
Kettle  country.  Botanists  have  recognised  in  the 
district  no  less  than  300  different  wild  flowers,  and 
the  entomologist  visitor  wishes  he  had  not  to  go 
home  again.  The  geologist  may  spend  laborious 
days  and  studious  nights  in  hammering — materially 
and  metaphorically — at  the  limestone  formation, 
and  the  valetudinarian  works  up  a  healthy  appetite 
that  would  at  a  pinch  digest  brass-headed  nails  with 
tin-tack  sauce. 

The  Kilnsey  AngUng  Club  have  most  of  the  fish- 
ing in  the  district,  their  water  including  about  ten 
miles  of  the  Wharfe  and  Skirfare,  and  for  this  fish- 
ing they  issue  daily  tickets.  But  there  is,  inter- 
mixed with  the  club  length,  short  private  stretches, 
for  which  permission  is  occasionally  to  be  had,  and 
a  little  further  up  the  dale  plenty  of  anghng  may  be 
had  for  the  asking. 

The  Kettle  country  is  now  reached  by  way  of  the 
new  hne  to  Grassington,  via  Skip  ton.  'Buses  meet 
the  trains  at  Grassington,  and,  after  a  lovely  drive 
of  six  miles,  the  tourist- angler  will  find  "  good  enter- 
tainment "  at  one  or  another  of  the  three  old- 
fashioned  hostebries  of  KettleweU. 

W.  Carter  Platts. 


FEESH-WATER  AQUARIA.* 
By  the  Rev,  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  19.) 
CHAPTER  IX.— continued. 
It  is  only  during  the  breeding  season  that  the 
sexes  can  for  certain  be  distinguished  from  each 
other.  The  males  at  this  time  develop  on  their  gill 
covers  tiny  protuberances,  which  give  a  rasp-like 
feeling  to  the  finger  when  rubbed  over  them.  These 
httle  excrescences  are,  it  is  supposed,  used  by  the 
male  for  assisting  the  female  in  the  expulsion  of  her 
eggs.  When  the  breeding  season  is  over  they  dis- 
appear. 

The  female,  near  her  spawning  time,  has  an 
extended  appearance  about  the  neighbourhood  of 
her  ovary,  which  is  situated  immediately  below  her 
spinal  column  and  on  either  side  of  her  air-bladder. 

If  the  spawning-pond  be  of  the  size  suggested 
above,  it  may  be  with  advantage  divided  down  the 
centre  by  a  wooden  frame,  carefully  made  to  fit, 
and  covered  with  fine-meshed  wire  netting.  This 
must  stand  so  high  out  of  the  water  that  the  fish 
cannot  jump  over  it.  In  each  division  a  set  of 
breeding  fish  can  be  placed. 

As  soon  as  the  difi^erence  between  the  sexes  can 
be  distinguished  the  chosen  fish  should  be  placed  in 
the  spawning  pond.  And  in  the  same  pond  there 
ought  to  be  several  rather  large  bunches  of  the 
Canadian  Water-weed  {Anacharis  alsinastrum), 
loosely  and  securely  tied,  floating  about.  If  this 
plant  cannot  be  obtained,  any  other  plant  which 
will  grow  while  floating,  and  which  has  something  of 
the  same  character,  will  do.  But  should  no  aquatic 
weed  be  at  hand  bunches  of  long  grass,  or  even  of 
soft  hay,  might  answer  the  purpose.  The  bunches 
must  float — ^and  if  possible  near  the  deep  end  of  the 
pond  ;  indeed,  it  will  be  more  convenient  if  they 
are  fastened  by  a  piece  of  string  to  the  bank. 

When  the  fish  are  about  to  spawn  they  become 
very  excited,  dashing  about  among  the  weeds,  the 
male  or  males  closely  following  the  females  ;  and 
as  the  latter  deposits  her  eggs  the  former  discharge 
their  milt,  which  can  easily  be  seen  in  the  water 
because  of  its  milk-Uke  appearance,  portions  of 
which  are  absorbed  by  the  ova,  and  so  they  are 
fertilised.  As  the  eggs  are  covered  with  some 
mucous-hke  substance  they  are  capable  of  adhering 
to  almost  anything  with  which  they  come  in  con- 
tact, thus  they  stick  to  the  weeds  or  their  substi- 
tutes. 

The  eggs  are  about  the  size  of  a  pin's-head,  and 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 


of  a  yellowish  colour.  The  usual  spawning  time  is 
from  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  about 
nine,  and  in  this  country  generally  extends  fi'om 
April  to  August.  Whenever  it  is  thought  that  the 
fish  have  spawned  the  bunches  of  floating  weed 
should  be  drawn  to  the  land  and  carefully  examined. 

If  eggs  are  observed  on  the  weed,  a  bucket  ought 
to  be  half-filled  with  water  from  the  pond,  and  with 
a  pair  of  scissors  the  portions  of  Anacharis  or  other 
weed  to  which  the  ova  are  adhering  should  be  cut 
off,  and  gently  placed  in  the  bucket. 

After  ret\irning  the  bundles  of  plants  to  the  pond, 
the  bucket  ought  to  be  taken  to  the  house  and  the 
eggs  put  where  they  are  intended  to  hatch. 

Small  aquaria,  inverted  propagating  glasses,  fish 
globes,  or  very  large,  wide-mouthed  glass  bottles — 
each  capable  of  holding  at  least  a  gallon  of  water — 
should  have  been  prepared  and  placed  in  some  fairly 
sunny  window.  Either  the  water  taken  from  the 
pond,  or  quite  clear,  soft  water  of  exactly  the  same 
temperature  as  that  in  the  pond,  must  be  put  in 
the  vessels  prepared  for  the  hatching  of  the  eggs. 
About  one  hundred  eggs  should  be  placed  in  each 
gallon  of  water.  The  eggs  must  not  be  separated 
from  the  weed  when  dejiosited  in  their  quarters. 
The  fry  will  appear  in  from  three  to  seven  days, 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the  water  and  the 
condition  of  the  eggs. 

Every  day  any  unfertile  eggs  should  be  gently 
removed,  or  their  presence  in  the  water  may  tend 
to  the  development  of  fungus,  particularly  if  its 
temperature  be  not  high. 

For  twenty-four  hours  after  they  leave  the  egg 
the  fry  need  no  food.  They  exist  on  the  yolk, 
which  is  still  in  a  bag  attached  to  their  bodies. 
After  this  time  they  commence  to  feed  on  the  tiny 
animal  life  which  will  be  sure  to  be  present  in  the 
water  in  which  they  were  hatched. 

When  they  are  three  days  old  they  should  be 
removed  to  a  large,  shallow  aquarium,  containing 
water  of  the  same  temperature  as  that  from 
which  they  have  just  been  removed,  to  the  depth 
of  4in.  This  aquarium  need  not  contain  any  aquatic 
plants,  as  it  is  wise  to  keep  the  little  fish  under 
observation  as  much  as  possible. 

Entomostraca,  obtained  as  has  been  suggested, 
should  be  given  to  the  young  fish  as  food,  taking 
care,  however,  that  all  larvae  of  beetles  and  the  hke 
capable  of  kilhng  the  young  fish  are  excluded. 
When  a  fortnight  old,  the  larger  of  the  fry,  which 
will  be  chiefly  those  hatched  first,  should  be  caught 
with  a  net  and  placed  in  the  rearing  pond  at  such  a 
time  as  the  temperature  of  the  two  waters  is  the 
same. 

The  rearing-pond,  having  been  filled  with  water 
the  day  previously,  should  only  contain  such  water- 
plants  as  the  Lily  (Nymphcea  alba),  or  others  of  a 
similar  kind.  These  are  wanted,  not  so  much  for 
oxygenising  the  water  as  for  supplying  shade  and 
protection  for  the  small  fish.  If  these  plants  can- 
not well  be  procured,  a  few  pieces  of  board  floating 
on  the  water  will  answer  the  purpose  nearly  as  well. 
The  plants  or  the  boards  should  be  placed  at  the 
deepest  part  of  the  pond. 

The  pond  being  free  of  other  weed  will  allow 
the  fish  to  be  the  more  readily  under  observation  ; 
and  the  presence  of  any  of  their  many  enemies  then 
can  be  the  more  easily  detected. 

As  these  fish  grow  they  should  be  removed  to  the 
winter  pond,  if  no  large  fish  are  kept  there.  This 
pond  may  be  well  stocked  with  aquatic  plants,  such 
as  LiUes  and  the  Water  Lobelia  (Lobdia  dortmanna). 

In  time  the  young  fish  may  be  persuaded  to  eat 
ants'  eggs,  small  garden-worms,  water-worms 
(Tubifex  rivulorum),  crushed  vermicelU,  stale  bread 
dried  in  an  oven  and  powdered,  and  the  hke. 

Great  care  must  be  taken  not  to  crowd  the  fish, 
nor,  until  they  are  fairly  well  grown,  to  associate 
those  of  very  different  sizes.  As  "  the  garment 
must  be  cut  according  to  the  cloth,"  so  fish  must  be 
hatched  according  to  the  size  and  number  of  the 
ponds. 

When  Goldfish  are  to  be  bred  and  reared  in  aquaria 
indoors,  the  tank  which  contains  the  parent  fish 
should  be  under  fairly  close  observation,  and  when 
a  female  seems  (judging  from  appearances)  to  be 
near  the  time  of  her  spawning,  her  companions  of 
her  own  sex  ought  to  be  removed,  and  so  lessen  the 
chance  of  the  eggs  on  their  arrival  being  devoured. 

The  aquarium  in  which  the  breeding-fish  are  kept 
should  contain  plenty  of  growing  weed,  for  example, 
Anacharis,  Potamogeton  densum,  and  the  Water 
Ranunculus.  • 

As  soon  as  the  fish  have  spawned  they  must  be 
removed  to  another  and  properly  arranged  aqua- 


rium, where  they  will  presently  again  deposit  their 
eggs.  The  eggs  left  beliind  will  hatch  in  due  time, 
and  the  young  fish  will  find  plenty  of  food  present 
in  the  water.  As  this  is  consumed  other  food  must 
be  introduced,  according  to  directions  already 
given. 

As  the  young  fish  grow,  and  if  the  number  of 
aquaria  is  Umited,  they  may  be  kept  in  wooden  tubs, 
pans,  baths,  or  any  other  fairly  large  and  shallow 
vessel ;  of  course  care  being  taken  that  they  are 
fitted  and  managed  in  the  same  way  as  ordinary 
aquaria.  There  must  be  no  crowding,  no  neglect, 
and  no  ill-assortment  of  sizes  if  success  is  to  be 
attained.  The  surplus  fish  should  be  disposed  of 
at  the  first  opportunity. 

It  is,  perhaps,  wiser  to  breed  the  better  kind  of 
Goldfish,  such  as  the  Fan-tails  and  Fringe-tails, 
indoors  in  aquaria,  than  out  of  doors  in  the  ponds. 
These  fish  have  a  httle  more  difficulty  in  spawning 
and  are  sUghtly  more  difficult  to  rear  than  the 
commoner  varieties,  but  they  are  certainly  well 
worth  the  extra  trouble. 

The  colour  of  the  young  Goldfish  at  first  is  a 
silvery-grey  ;  but  generally  before  it  assumes  its 
permanent  colour  it  grows  much  darker.  Some  fish 
are  "  coloured  "  when  only  a  few  weeks  old,  while 
others  have  entered  their  second  year  before  this 
happens.  As  before  remarked,  those  fish  which 
colour  early  should  be  chosen  to  breed  from. 

Goldfish  will  spawn  several  times  during  the 
season. 

(To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remarks. — The  river  is  in 
good  angling  condition,  being  fairly  well  coloured 
in  the  lower  reaches,  and  all  the  tributaries  are  full. 
Bank  anglers  have  an  excellent  opportunity  now, 
as  the  stream  is  rather  strong,  and  the  boating 
fraternity  will,  consequently,  be  less  in  evidence. 
It  will  be  best  to  fish  the  quieter  parts  of  the  stream 
where  the  depth  of  water  is  about  6ft.  Here  roach 
and  bream  should  be  had.  Both  of  these  fish  have 
been  feeding  very  well  during  the  week,  and  there 
have  been  many  instances  of  201b.  being  had.  Mr. 
B.  Pope,  at  Kingston,  is  one  of  the  lucky  ones  in 
this  respect,  and  I  had  bream  up  to  21b.  6oz.  and  a 
small  barbel  of  21b.  4oz.  on  bread  cubes.  Very  few 
punts  have  been  out,  but  those  who  have  tried  the 
stream  on  the  edge  of  an  eddy  have  generally  been 
able  to  find  fish.  The  fishing  at  Surbiton  Sewer  is 
now  getting  poor,  but  several  cases  have  been 
reported  to  me  of  "snatching  "  going  on  there,  and 
one  of  the  T.A.P.S.  keepers  might  easily  get  a  case 
and  do  good  in  the  way  of  stopping  the  illegality. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — ^The  water  is  a  good  colour  for 

roach  fishing,  and  a  large  number  of  these  fish  are 
being  caught.  Gentles  are  the  best  bait  just  now. 
The  bankers  had  some  good  bags  on  July  26, 
ranging  from  81b.  to  201b.  Messrs.  Whitehead  and 
Paul,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  have  had  good  sport 
with  the  roach  and  jack.  Mr.  Bath  has  taken  some 
nice  chub  up  to  31b.  with  the  fly,  and  while  fishing 
with  W.  Vaughn,  the  same  angler  has  taken  jack 
up  to  91b.  There  will  be  more  colour  in  the  water 
and  a  heavy  stream  by  the  week-end.  Barbel  are 
bad  feeders  just  now. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Fangbonrne). — Messrs.  W.  F.  Goodwin  and 

A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  recently  for  two  and  a  half 
days,  chiefly  for  trout,  were  not  rewarded  with  a 
sample  of  fario,  but  incidentally,  over  a  lightly 
baited  swim,  caught  a  few  perch  and  roach.  Barbel 
were  not  taking,  but  some  fair -sized  pike  were  being 
caught  by  local  and  visiting  anglers. — A.  E.  H. 

  (Riclimond). — Job  Brain,  jun.,  out  one  day 

caught  bream,  dace,  and  a  few  roach ;  some  of  the 
bank  anglers  a  few  good  roach,  dace,  and  some 
fair-sized  eels.  Very  high  tides. — Gaynob  and 
Son. 

Bottislxani  Locks  (WaterTjeacIi). — The  Cam  in 

this  district  has  been  visited  this  week  with  a  nice 
fall  of  rain,  which  has  again  put  the  river  in  a  good 
colour,  and  without  any  more  rain  will  be  in 
excellent  trim  for  the  holidays.  All  coarse  fish  are 
seen  in  abundance  During  the  week  only  one  fine 
day's  fishing,  then  roach,  silver  bream,  and  perch 
were  had,  mixed  takes  np  to  101b.  a  rod,  largest 
fish,  silver  bream  up  to  21b.  2oz.  Several  pike  are 
being  had,  but  small  in  size,  31b.  each. — John  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  The 
prospects  for  August  holiday  week  anglers  are  not 
very  bright  unless  there  is  a  great  and  rapid  change 
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in  the  weather.  We  have  had  five  days'  almost 
incessant  rain,  and  the  Bure  is  coming  down  fast, 
as  thick  as  soup,  and  any  amount  of  floating  and 
submerged  weed  trundling  along  with  the  current. 
This  is  a  very  rare  state  of  affairs  on  the  Bure,  and 
puts  roach,  perch,  and  rudd,  and,  to  an  extent, 
bream,  sadly  off  the  feed,  although  when  the  water 
clears  summer  angling  should  be  at  its  best.  Fish 
are  now  in  splendid  condition.  Fine  legering  or 
paternostering  beats  float  fishing  all  round  as  to 
average  size  of  fish  taken,  and  the  small  ones  do 
not  seem  so  troublesome.  Paste,  boiled  wheat,  or 
worms  best  baits,  and  wasp  grubs,  if  procurable 
yet.  Yacht  traffic  will  be  heavy  around  Wroxham 
this  week  owing  to  Wroxham  Regatta  on  July  30. 
During  this  time  Salhouse,  Horning,  or  Belaugh 
and  Coltishall  will  be  much  better  angling  centres 
if  water  fines  down. — C.  T.  Taylor. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.—  Sport  prospects  are 
now  good.  Some  fair  bags  have  been  already  made 
since  the  rain  came  a  few  days  back.  A  splendid 
trout  of  4Jlb.  was  brought  to  bank  by  Mr.  Bond, 
•  jun..  from  the  Birdsgrove  length  of  the  Dove  on 
July  23.  Some  decent  bags  have  also  been  made 
on  the  Izaak  Walton  water  at  Dove  Dale  this  week 
by  a  guest  at  the  hotel  named. — Fosteb  Beos., 
Ashbourne. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Considering  the  fine  condition 
of  the  water  for  salmon-fishing  and  the  number  of 
fish  that  have  gone  up  the  stream,  sport  has  only 
been  moderate  during  the  week,  very  few  anglers 
having  been  out.  The  catches  to  hand  are:  Mr. 
J.  C.  Walker,  one  salmon  of  121b.;  Mr.  J.  h! 
Keighley,  one  of  111b. ;  and  Mr.  R.  Linton  one  of 
41b.  Sea  angling  has  been  fairly  brisk  during  the 
week. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  salmon  rod 
fishers  have,  owing  to  condition  and  lowness  of 
river,  been  quiet,  but  the  Topsham  netsmen  have 
been  having  good  hauls,  Mr.  Voysey's  boat  taking 
fourteen  salmon  at  one  draw  last  week.  The  trout 
fishing  in  the  Exe  and  Creedy  has  been  fairly  good  ; 
in  the  former  river  Mr.  Kelley  had  a  salmon  trout 
of  21b.  lOoz.  while  perch  and  eel  fishing.  The  otter 
hounds  last  week  worked  the  main  river  from 
Stoke  Canon  towards  Tiverton  (Devon),  and  a  cub 
otter  was  killed. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
The  weather  has  been  somewhat  electric,  and  sport 
as  a  consequence  has  varied  somewhat.  Better 
news  is  to  hand  from  the  Forty-foot.  Bream  have 
begun  to  show  signs  on  the  lower  end  towards 
Hubbert's  Bridge.  Some  good  fish  have  been 
bagged,  the  best  specimen  being  one  nearly  61b. 
In  the  drains  more  affected  by  roach  sport  is  said 
to  be  improving.  At  one  or  two  places  some  good 
tench  have  been  the  victims.  Eels  are  said  to  be 
numerous,  and  some  good  tench  may  be  got  with 
fine  roach  tackle. — Limpet. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Much  rain  has  fallen  in 
the  Lea  Valley,  and  the  stormy  weather  has  made 
conditions  far  from  pleasant  for  the  angler. 
Nevertheless,  roach  have  been  found  in  a  feeding 
humour  at  times,  and  some  very  fair  baskets  have 
been  made  in  the  upper  waters,  notably  at  Ware. 
Two  of  the  London  clubs  here  have,  in  a  com- 
petition, landed  over  701b.  of  roach,  and  other 
anglers  have  been  rewarded  at  Ware,  Rye  House, 
and  Broxbourne.  At  Hertford,  roach,  dace,  chub^ 
and  trout  have  been  landed.  More  good  bream 
have  been  taken,  including  a  fine  fish  scaling  71b., 
landed  in  preserved  water  near  Broxbourne.  It 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Till.  Bream  up  to  31b.  7oz. 
also  have  been  landed  by  Mr.  Francis.  Little  sport 
is  recorded  from  the  Beane,  Rib,  or  Stort,  but  all 
three  streams  have  been  flushed,  and  more  should 
now  be  heard  of  the  big  Beane  dace.  The  Lea,  on 
Wednesday,  was  in  very  fair  order  in  the  upper 
reaches.  On  August  2,  pike  and  perch  fishing  re- 
opens on  the  last-named  river. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— The  bream  are  still  feeding 
well  in  these  waters,  many  catches  of  over  one 


stone  being  recorded ;  one  angler  had  261b.  Sport 
promises  well  for  the  week-end.  the  rains  having 
freshened  the  water  a  good  colour. — P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  in  order  for  fishing,  and  have  been 
improved  by  the  late  rain.  The  water  has  rose 
several  inches,  and  there  is  a  slight  stream  on  the 
two  rivers,  but  not  enough  to  affect  the  prospects 
of  sport.  The  trout  and  grayling  have  been  sporting 
well  of  late,  and  a  good  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out  and  nice  lots  of  fish  taken. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland).— 
Rivers  continue  at  full  summer  level,  clear  and  in 
good  order.  Weather  has  been  broken  and  un 
settled,  causing  sport  to  vary,  yet  on  the  whole  it 
has  been  fairly  good.  All  the  midsummer  flies  are 
out.  A  selection  may  be  made  from  Sky  Blue, 
Silver  Dun,  July  Dun,  Quills,  Red  Ant,  Orange 
Palmer,  Moths,  Red  Spinner,  July  Gnat,  Coachman 
and  Caddis.  Minnow-fishing  has  not  proved  very 
successful.  Prospects  for  sport  the  coming  week 
are  encouraging. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— We  have  had  our 
share  of  the  heavy  rain  which  has  lately  been  so 
prevalent,  and  fly-fishing  has  been  more  or  less 
stopped  for  the  last  fortnight.  At  present  time  of 
reporting  (Wednesday,  July  29)  the  river  is  very 
full  and  discoloured,  and  little  will  be  done  until  it 
subsides.  Peal  are  continually  being  netted  in  the 
sea  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  (small  fish  of  lib.  to 
21b.  weight),  but  they  do  not  take  the  fly  well  in 
the  river  itself,  and  practically  no  sport  has  been 
had  with  them. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — We  have  been  ex- 
periencing very  changeable  weather  here  during  the 
week,  and  sport  has  been  very  variable,  but  a  good 
return  has  been  made  by  most  of  the  punts  out. 
Messrs.  Wheatley  and  Ware  have  had  a  nice  lot  of 
perch  and  chub  up  to  31b. ;  Messrs.  FitzMaurice  and 
Hart  took  a  fine  lot  of  roach,  but  no  specimens ; 
Messrs.  Cook  and  Skipper  had  a  lot  of  mixed  fish  ; 
Messrs.  Wells  and  Mee  also  got  among  the  medium 
size  of  all  kinds.  The  constant  showers  made 
angling  very  unpleasant  for  those  not  thoroughly 
"  waterproofed."  We  are  looking  forward  to  next 
week,  as  the  river  is  in  splendid  condition  for  all- 
round  angling. — H.  Scabd. 

 (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  good  condition. 

Some  nice  roach,  rudd,  and  bream  are  being  taken, 
one  lady  member  weighing  in  a  roach  of  lib.  9oz. 
Prospects  are  now  good  all  round. — E,  Collin  son. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  some  nice  rain,  and 
all  the  rivers  have  benefited  by  it ;  the  Tavy  has 
been  in  flood  several  days  this  last  week.  Mr. 
Winsor  had  four  nice  salmon  on  Wednesday 
morning  (July  22) ;  many  others  were  taken  during 
the  week,  and  I  hear  there  are  plenty  left  in  the 
pools  still.  The  Dart  fishermen  are  pleased  at  this 
flood,  as  it  will  bring  the  fish  up  to  the  higher 
reaches. — W.  Hearder. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  heavy  rainfall  has  had  the  effect  of 
raising  the  water  in  all  these  rivers  much  above 
their  average  level,  and  rendered  them  totally 
unfit  for  fly  fishing.  But  anglers  with  other  kinds 
of  lures  have  had  very  fair  sport  with  pike,  chub, 
and  other  coarse  fish.  The  barometer  is  now 
gradually  rising,  and  should  there  be  no  further 
rainfall,  these  streams  will  in  a  very  short  time  be 
again  in  good  condition  for  the  fly. — Vybnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  —  Heavy  rains  and 
thimderstorms  are  now  prevalent  in  this  district, 
and  fishing  is  very  uncertain.  Some  decent  fish 
have,  however,  been  taken,  Mr.  Geo.  Boot  having 
eight  bream  weighing  241b.,  largest  51b.,  Mr.  J. 
Hunt  having  bream  up  to  3Jlb.  and  roach  up  to 
lib.  12oz.  Mr.  H.  Steed  several  bream  of  31b. 
each.  Several  anglers  were  out  on  July  26,  but  the 
weather  was  miserably  wet.  Several  fish  were, 
however,  taken,  including  tench  up  to  21b.  in 
weight.  The  river  is  now  in  splendid  colour  and 
streana  for  the  holidays.— W.  Bainbbidoe. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. —  A 
quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  week. 
Habitues  of  glorious  Goodwood  had  a  soaking  on 
Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday  frequent  showers 
marred  the  pleasure  of  the  day.  Rivers  have  felt 
the  benefit  of  the  rain,  and  are  now  in  good  colour  ; 
but  the  treacherous  weather  has  kept  anglers 
away.  In  a  week's  visit  among  the  western 
streams,  results  among  the  trout  were  not  satis- 
factory. A  few  fish  were  taken  late  in  the  day 
of  from  21b.  to   31b.,  but    many  anglers  scored 


Tkout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flibs.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Millhr,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Piscator  Leeds." 


a  blank.  A  few  roach  and  chub  are  notified 
from  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse.  A  trout 
of  21b.  was  taken  on  Monday  morning  near 
Fletching  while  roach  poling  with  paste.  The  Adur 
has  yielded  a  few  dace  and  carp,  and  at  Chichester 
Canal  bream  of  21b.,  a  nice  perch  of  2ilb.,  tench 
up  to  2 Jib.,  and  eels  of  21b.  are  among  the  takes  of 
the  week.  Small  bream  and  roach  have  given  sport. 
A  few  bass  have  been  caught  in  the  harbours  ;  a  fish 
of  41b.  is  the  heaviest  notified. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  fair  order. 
Trout  and  grayling  have  been  well  on  the  move, 
have  sported  well  at  the  fly,  and  taken  worm 
and  wasp  grub  freely.  In  the  Burway  water  fine 
grayling  and  trout  have  been  caught  with  fly  and 
wasp  grub.  Fishing  in  the  public  water  on  Monday 
(July  27),  Mr.  R.  Smith  took  a  nice  dish  of  trout. 
Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for  good  trout  in 
early  morning.  Prospects  for  next  week  are 
favourable.— S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — Some  heavy  rains  during  the 

nights  of  the  past  week  caused  the  river  to  be 
slightly  stained,  but  it  is  a  nice  level  and  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk  of 
late,  the  trout  and  grayling  having  been  well  on  the 
feed,  and  have  been  rising  at  the  fly  and  taking 
wasp  grub  and  worm  well.  Prospects  for  next  week 
are  favourable. — Woecesteb. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  rivers  are  now  in  splendid  trim  for 
all  anglers.  Mr.  Hepburn  and  friend,  fishing  the 
North  Tyne,  killed  between  them  fifty-nine  trout. 
The  hotel  water  at  Chollerford  is  fishing  well ; 
several  good  baskets  have  been  killed  with  worm 
and  minnow.  This  week  there  is  a  better  report  for 
the  salmon  angler,  the  heavy  rains  having  put  them 
on  the  move.  A  prominent  Newcastle  gentleman 
had  a  fine  day's  sport  on  a  private  stretch  of  the 
Glen  last  Saturday  (July  25)  with  fiy,  fort.v-nine 
trout,  and  no  babies.  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Kent, 
on  July  15,  filled  their  creels  with  trout  at  Whittle 
Dene  reservoirs.  Docken  grub  was  the  lure.  The 
Coquet  is  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  good 
baskets  have  been  made ;  Mr.  Burgna,  on  July  27, 
nine  trout,  with  fly;  on  July  29,  Mr.  J.  Scott, 
a  well  -  known  Felton  angler,  fishing  about  a 
couple  of  hours  before  breakfast,  succeeded 
in  landing  four  splendid  yellow  trout,  weighing 
3ilb.,  IJIb.,  IJlb.,  and  lib.,  all  with  spinning 
minnow.  Mr.  Bradfield,  on  the  Warkworth 
stretch,  had  eleven  good  trout  with  docken  grub, 
and  I  may  say  the  Coquet  for  the  next  few  days  to 
come  will  afford  the  salmon  and  trout  angler  good 
sport.  There  are  plenty  of  fresh  run  fish. — Henby 
A.  MuBTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  S  and  10, 
Graingor-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Slid  Lines).  —  The 
bream  are  moving  freely,  and  in  the  early  mornings 
capital  specimens  come  to  hand.  Rjach-fishing  ia 
not  very  remunerative  at  present,  still  .some  nice 
lots  have  been  got  at  Kirkstead.  Tench  have  been 
amongst  the  roach  caught  about  Bardney  and 
Southrey.  Sport  is  reported  better  on  the  drains 
about  Boston,  and  some  good  bream  up  to  51b. 
have  been  met  with.  A  brace  of  tench  scaling  71b. 
has  been  taken. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — Sport  on  the 
Wye  has  been  much  better  since  the  rain,  as  baskets 
of  two  to  three  and  four  brace  have  been  obtained 
by  fishing  late  in  the  evening,  but  we  never  hear 
now  of  ten  and  twelve  brace  falling  to  one  rod  as 
formerly.  The  Derwent,  although  discoloured  by 
the  heavy  rain,  has  yielded  a  few  nice  catches, 
Messrs.  J.  Clay  and  W.  Kirkland,  fishing  the 
Darley  Dale  waters,  have  had  two  and  one  brace 
respectively ;  also  a  gentleman  from  Sheffield 
several  nice  fish.  Mr.  H.  Cooper,  fishing  the 
bonnie  Birchwood  stream,  Matlock  and  Cromford 
A.A.'s  water,  took  three  brace  of  grayling  with  his 
little  grey  fly  on  Saturday  (July  25).  The  heavy 
rains  we  had  on  Monday  (July  27)  brought  a  thick 
woodland  water  on  this  river ;  as  it  clears  the 
fishing  should  improve.  Useful  flies  are  :  Ash  Dun, 
Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Black  Gnat, 
and  large  Yellow  Coachman,  and  moths  for  evening. 
-Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Rain  has  fallen  every  day  since 
last  report.  This  will  improve  prospects  for  sport 
for  holiday  anglers.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore,  sport  has  been  good  during  the  last  few 
days  in  the  Hawes  Angling  Association's  waters. 

Blades  and  others  have  been  getting  some 
nice  baskets  of  trout  with  worm,  mirmow,  and 
fly.  The  Swale  has  been  flooded  during  the 
week ;  some  nice  trout  have  been  caught  in 
the  higher  reaches  in  the  district  of  Richmond 
and  Catterick  with  the  worm  and  minnow.  In 
the  lower  reaches  in  the  districts  of  Ballersby 
and  Brafferton  some  nice  sport  has  been  had.  On 
July  27,  the  Leeds  A.C.  held  their  annual  match 
at  Brafferton.  Sport,  on  the  whole,  was  good. 
First  prize  fell  to  Mr.  W.  Grassham;  second,  Mr. 
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Darnborough ;  third,  Mr.  Bazley.  The  visitors' 
prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Rothewell  and 
Richardson.  The  Nidd  has  been  fishing  fairly  well 
at  Pateley  Bridge  and  Dacre.  During  the  week  a 
fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out ;  several  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  by  swimming 
the  worm.  In  the  district  of  Ribston  Park  and 
Walshford  sport  has  been  fairly  good  amongst  the 
coarse  fish.  The  members  of  the  Harrogate  Angling 
Club  held  their  annual  match  at  Walshford  Bridge  on 
Monday  in  their  own  ^waters,  good  baskets  being 
oaught.  The  challenge  bowl  and  gold  medal  were 
won  by  Mr.  F.  Carr  (president  of  the  club)  with 
41b.  13|oz. ;  Mr.  Oliver,  the  holder  of  the  trophy, 
ran  second  with  41b.  2Joz. ;  the  visitors'  prizes  were 
won  by  Messrs.  Gunnee  and  Oxley.  Prospects  for 
the  holidays  are  good. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— The  following  sport  has  been  got  since  last  re- 
ported:— On  July  19,  Col.  Sandford,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty-four  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Dyke  on  Loch 
Mheallain,  fifty -four  trout,  161b.;  Mr.  Harry 
Anderson,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-two 
trout,  71b.  ;  and  Mr.  Dixon,  Liverpool,  on  same 
loch,  twenty-four  trout,  91b.  On  20th,  Mr.  Dixon, 
on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty-three  trout,  141b. ;  Mr. 
Harry  Anderson,  on  same  loch,  twenty-six  trout, 
9|lb.  ;  and  Messrs.  Fawcett  and  Lock  wood,  Liver- 
pool, on  Loch  Cama,  twenty- four  trout,  71b, 
On  21st,  the  sport  was  somewhat  similar.  On  22nd, 
Messrs.  Wilson,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-one  trout, 
9 Jib. ;  Mr.  Dyke,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty  -  four 
trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
thirty  trout,  9Jlb  ;  and  Mr.  Dixon,  on  same  loch, 
forty-two,  131b,  On  July  23  equally  good  baskets 
were  made.  On  July  24  Mr.  Dyke,  fishing  Loch 
Mheallain,  caught  forty -eight  trout,  161b.  ;  Messrs. 
Lockwood  and  Fawcett,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  eighteen 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch 
Cama,  thirty-six  trout,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  on  same 
loch,  twenty-eight  trout,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Wilson,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  forty-one  trout,  12 Jib. ;  and  Mr.  and 
LawBon,  on  same  loch,  thirty-two,  81b.  On  July  25 
Mr.  Ball,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-four  trout,  71b. ; 
Mr.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty -two,  lUb. ; 
Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Fawcett,  on  Loch  Cama, 
sixteen  trout,  91b.  (heaviest  fish  21b.) ;  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twentv- 
six  trout,  101b.— B. 

Awe.— Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  July  21, 
Mr.  McLeod  had  four  grilse,  51b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and 
8Jlb.  On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Woodrow,  three  grilse,  51b., 
71b„  and  8Ib. ;  Mr.  de  Upaugh,  grilse,  71b.  ;  Messrs. 
de  Upaugh,  McLeod,  and  Woodrow,  six  trout,  101b. 
On  the  23rd,  Mr.  Workman,  two  grilse,  61b.  and 
71b.  ;  Mr.  Woodrow,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  de  Upaugh, 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Workman  and  McLeod, 
seven  trout,  9Jlb.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  McLeod,  grilse, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Aiken,  five  trout,  6Jlb.  On  the  25th,  Mr. 
McLeod,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  51b.  ;  Mr.  Woodrow, 
grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Aiken,  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  deUpaughi 
one  trout,  21b.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  de  Upaugh,  two 
grilse,  71b.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  Aiken,  salmon,  101b.,  and 
grilse,  71b. ;  Mr.  D.  Fraser,  grilse,  61b. ;  Messrs. 
Aiken  and  Lang,  five  trout,  71b.  Ten  fish  were  lost 
during  the  week. — D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Usk  and  Liddle.— The  river  Esk  is  in 
good  angling  trim,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
Liddle  from  Newcastleton  to  Liddleioot.  The  pools 
in  both  rivers  are  fairly  well  stocked  with  salmon, 
sea-trout,  and  herling.  In  the  river  Lyne,  between 
Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge,  some  good  baskets  of  sea 
and  yellow  trout  have  been  got,  and  in  the  Tarras 
below  Langholm  Mr.  W.  Wightman  had  eighteen 
yellow  trout  and  a  sea-trout.  In  the  upper  Esk, 
Mr,  J .  Young  caught  a  2Jlb.  sea-trout.  Mr.  J.  John- 
stone creeled  two  sea-trout  in  Langholm  water  on 
the  morning  of  July  24,  Mr.  T.  Bell  had  two,  and 
Mr.  J.  Turnbull  had  a  basket  of  fine  yellow  trout  in 
the  upper  reaches.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water  at 
Glenf  erra,  Mr.  Turnbull  had  six  sea- trout  at  a  fishing. 
Mr.  F.  Storey  three,  Mr.  Weatherstone  three,  Mr. 
Goodfellow  four,  and  Mr.  Ogilvie  three.  In  the 
higher  reaches,  Mr.  Beattie  creeled  seven  sea-trout 
at  a  fishing,  and  a  couple  of  rods  in  Garwald  Linns 
had  five  sea-trout,  and  another  angler  three  in 
King  Pool.  Mr.  Thos.  Morrison,  sen.,  had  four, 
Mr.  A.  McLellan  two,  and  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  jun., 
had  three  sea- trout,  all  in  the  water  below  Langholm. 
Mr.  J.  D.  Anderson  killed  two  sea-trout,  two 
bull  -  trout,  and  had  a  good  catch  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  J.  Elliot  had  a 
basket  of  yellow  trout,  three  sea-trout,  and  three 
herling,  Mr.  Little  four  sea- trout  at  a  fishing  in 
Langholm  water,  Mr.  Bell  two,  and  Mr.  Clarke 
three.  A  number  of  anglers  staying  at  the  Cross 
Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  are  having  good  sport  in  the 
mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  and  the  lower  waters  of  the 
Liddle,  and  fairly  average  baskets  of  sea-trout  have 
been  got,  more  eapecially  at  night  fishing.  Fishing 


in  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  W.  Graham  had  two  sea- 
trout,  Mr.  J.  Charlton,  at  an  evening  fishing,  three, 
Mr.  Thos.  Elliot  four,  Mr.  J.  Graham  four,  Mr. 
Thompson  three,  and  Mr.  Carruthers  three  sea- trout 
and  three  herling.  Mr.  Hassall  had  two  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the 
Esk.  Mr.  McLellan  caught  a  salmon  weighing  101b. 
and  four  sea-trout  abore  the  double  water  with 
small  fiy,  and  at  another  fishing  a  sea-trout  and  • 
herling.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hill  had  ten  sea-trout,  Mr.  David 
Edgar  seven,  Mr.  W.  Riddle  six,  and  Mr.  A.  Keen 
eight.  Mr.  W.  Murray  caught  a  salmon  wnighing 
91b.  and  six  sea-trout.  Mr.  R.  Wilson  and  Mr.  T.  Steel 
had  each  six  sea-trout  in  the  mid -reaches,  also  a  good 
number  of  herling  and  some  yellow  trout,  Mr.  Frank 
Little  and  Mr.  W.  Irving  had  each  five  sea-trout, 
Mr.  J.  Brockbank  caught  six,  IVIr.  J.  Steel  and  Mr. 
A.  Porteous  had  each  three,  Dr.  Anderson  caught 
two,  Mr.  James  Scott  four  sea- trout  and  some 
herling  in  the  Hush  Pool,  Dr.  Paterson  caught  four 
sea-trout  and  some  herling  in  the  Mid  waters. 
Dr.  Tanner  had  three  sea-trout  and  some  herling, 
Mr.  Brown  did  likewise,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  A.  Mitchell 
had  three  sea-trout  and  three  herling  at  a  fishing. 
In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  good  baskets  of 
sea-trout  and  yellow  trout  have  been  got.  Mr. 
W.  Stubbs  had  a  sea-trout,  and  a  number  of 
herling  have  been  got  in  the  Metal  Bridge  section 
of  the  river.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle 
Mr.  J.  Beattie  has  had  some  sea  and  yellow  trout, 
Mr.  Hardie  has  had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
and  some  herling,  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  had  three  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling,  and  Mr.  C.  Irving  had  two 
sea-trout  and  some  herling. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  TH.B.).  —  On 
July  28,  Mr.  D.  MacLeod,  Manchester,  and  Mr.  H. 
MacLeod,  Ardgay  Hill,  were  out  trout  fishing  on 
Mr.  J.  MacLeod's  rod  and  got  thirteen  fine  trout, 
averaging  lib.  ;  the  heaviest  was  a  sea-trout  of  2|lb. 
They  were  caught  with  an  artificial  minnow  made 
in  London  to  pattern  supplied  by  Mr.  H.  MacLeod, 
who  has  known  the  river  from  his  infancy.  As  other 
artificial  baits  were  so  unsuccessful  the  river  was 
considered  useless  aa  a  trout  stream  until  this 
device  was  used.  Mr.  MacLeod  thinks  that  if  the 
river  were  cleared  of  these  big  trout,  the  salmon 
angling  would  be  greatly  improved,  as  they  feed  on 
the  ova  and  fry  of  salmon  and  grilse.  The  bait 
alluded  to  is  an  exact  reproduction  of  the  fry  on 
the  Carron. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — During  the  past  week 
this  part  of  the  country  has  been  visited  with  severe 
thunderstorms,  and  some  damage  has  been  done. 
Rain  fell  heavily,  the  showers  on  July  26  and  28 
being  exceedingly  heavy.  The  river  Deveron  is  in 
flood,  the  water  being  greatly  discoloured,  which 
has  retarded  rod-fishing.  Up  to  the  close  of  last 
week  there  was  a  fine  run  of  fish,  and  good  hauls  of 
grilse  were  got  by  the  net  fishermen.  On  the  coast 
the  fishing  at  the  various  stations  was  also  attended 
with  good  results.  The  grilse  season  has  proved 
better  than  it  was  expected  at  the  opening.  Salmon 
are  increasing  in  weight,  the  average  being  about 
151b.,  grilse  average  51b.,  and  trout  2Jlb.  From 
three  to  six  boxes  were  consigned  daily  to  the 
markets  for  the  week.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Fife 
and  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  arrived  on  Wednes- 
day at  Duff  House,  Banff.  The  demesne,  which  is 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  sea,  is  extensive  and 
well  wooded,  and  is  intersected  by  the  Deveron, 
where  there  is  splendid  fishing. — H.  W. 

liochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  July  18,  Mr. 
Christie,  one  sea-trout,  21b. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens 
and  Lady  Fitzgerald  (sea  fishing),  eighteen  flounders, 
etc.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Hill,  one  sea- trout,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  Meyrick,  one  salmon,  7|lb. ;  Captain  Browne, 
sixteen  trout,  7 Jib. ;  Mr.  Pigou,  seven  trout ;  Messrs. 
Prockter  and  Buckley,  sixteen  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
and  Miss  Christie  (sea  fishing),  thirty-nine  fish, 
chiefly  haddocks.  On  the  21st,  Messrs.  Prockter 
and  Buckley,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Pigou,  ten 
trout,  31b.  ;  Captain  and  Mrs.  Browne  (sea  fishing), 
forty  haddocks ;  Mr.  Ross,  twenty-four  trout,  7Jlb. 
On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Meyrick,  one  salmon,  7Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Christie,  ten  trout,  41b.;  Capt.  Browne,  eighteen 
trout,  7Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Prockter  and  Buckley  (sea 
fishing),  one  hundred  haddocks.  On  the  23rd,  Mr. 
Pigou  and  party  (sea  fishing),  one  hundred  and 
thirty  haddocks  ;  Lady  Fitzgerald,  four  trout,  1  Jib. ; 
Messrs.  Prockter  and  Buckley,  twelve  trout,  4lb. ; 
Miss  Christie  (sea  fishing),  one  lythe  ;  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
three  trout,  IJlb.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  Christie,  four 
trout,  IJlb. ;  Lady  Fitzgerald,  three  trout,  s2  Jib.  ; 
Messrs.  Prockter  and  Buckley,  sixteen  trout,  81b. 
On  the  25th,  Captain  Browne,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.,  one 
sea-trout,  |lb. ;  Mr.  Meyrick,  eighteen  trout,  8Jlb., 
heaviest  2^1b.,  on  fly  ;  Judge  Beacom,  seven  trout, 
2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Buckley  and  Prockter  (sea  fishing), 
fifty  haddocks ;  Mr.  Pigou,  six  trout,  21b.  On  the 
27th,  Mr.  Pigou,  one  grilse,  5|lb. ;  Mr.  Meyrick,  one 
sea-trout,  3Jlb.  ;  Messrs. ^Buckley  and  Prockter,  nine 
trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Christie,  eight  trout,  41b, ;  Mr. 
Gordon  (sea  fishing),  big  haul  of  haddocks ;  Captain 


Browne  (sea  fishing),  big  haul  of  haddocks. — J. 
Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Perch  fishers  have  been 
out  in  fair  numbers,  and  continue  to  make  large 
hauls.  The  trout  angler  has  almost  forsaken  the 
loch.  Mr.  A.  Lowe,  Kinross,  out  for  two  hours  in 
the  evening,  creeled  four  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Herbert 
Bracas  and  friend,  London,  had  six  trout  of 
71b.  4oz, ;  Mr.  Gordon,  Glasgow,  had  four  trout, 
71b.— R.  B.  LainG. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — On  the  King's  water 
at  Balmoral  and  upper  reaches  some  good  sport 
continues  to  be  got  to  the  smaller  order  of  grille 
flies.  On  the  Dess  water  on  Saturday  (July  25) 
Mr.  Alexander  Forbes  creeled  a  grilse  of  51b.,  while 
he  had  two  sea- trout  on  the  Commonty.  On  the 
Durris  water,  Mr.  McBeth,  Aberdeen,  creeled  three 
sea-trout,  averaging  21b.  apiece,  while  Mr.  G.  M. 
Mackay,  Aberdeen,  had  some  good  sport  on  the 
Kincaussie  section,  and  Mr.  Davidson,  Dr.  Campbell, 
and  others  fair  baskets  on  the  Cults  lower  water. 
On  the  Feugh  six  and  eight  fish  are  being  creeled 
daily  by  the  local  keeper,  chiefly  to  the  worm. 
Don. — Some  splendid  sport  has  recently  been  had 
on  the  Don,  both  with  the  fly  and  bait,  while  the 
minnow  has  also  done  exceedingly  well,  some  fine 
heavy  weights  having  been  got  by,  among  others, 
Mr.  C.  W.  Finch  Wellhouse,  Alford  ;  Rev.  Mr. 
McLuckie  (Aberdeen),  Kinaldie  and  Kintore  beats. 
Mr.  Wm.  Lindsay,  jun.,  and  Mr.  Robert  Lindsay  on 
the  Pitmedden  water,  and  Mr.  Lumsden  on  the 
Parkhill.  On  the  Grandholm  water  on  Saturday 
(July  25),  Mr.  McBeth  had  two  sea-trout  about  31b. 
apiece.  Ythan. — The  river  has  been  in  fine  fettle 
for  bait  fishers,  but  the  fish  are  about  off  the  fly. 
Messrs.  Clyne,  Watson,  Reid,  and  others  have  done 
fairly  well.  Yellow  fin  still  plentiful,  but  few  fin- 
nock  yet  up.  On  the  Lossie  and  Findhorn  good 
baskets  of  finnock  and  sea-trout  are  being  made 
daily.— G.  M. 

Orkney  (Barony  Hotel,  Birsay). — The  following 
are  baskets  got  last  week  on  the  hotel  waters.  Lochs 
Birsay,  Hunland,  andSwanny  : — Drs.  Allan Tuke and 
Wilson  and  Mr.  Cunningham,  ten  trout,  weighing 
8Jlb.,  thirty-six  trout,  17Jlb.,  twenty-four  trout, 
lOJlb.,  thirteen  trout,  71b.,  seventeen  trout,  8Jlb., 
thirty-one  trout,  151b.  On  Loch  Harry,  Messrs. 
Gervass  and  W.  C.  Coats,  twenty-five  trout,  15Jlb. 
— John  Spencer, 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) — 
On  July  21,  Messrs.  Hardie  and  Joachim,  TuUoch, 
caught  six  trout,  averaging  Jib.  each,  besides  one 
grilse,  8Jlb.,  and  another,  4|lb.,  all  on  Top  Shin, 
Beat  Loch  Shin.  On  22nd.  Messrs.  Munroe  and 
Frame,  Crosslee,  Larkhall,  on  Tombuie,  had  eighty- 
six  trout,  281b.  On  same  date,  Messrs.  Joachim 
and  Tulloch,  on  Loch  Merkland,  ten  trout,  6 Jib. 
On  23rd,  the  last  named  angler,  on  Mid  Shin, 
landed  seven  trout,  heaviest  2|lb.  and  the  whole 
5Jlb.  On  24th,  on  Loch  Gorm,  they  caught  a  ferox 
of  4Jlb.,  and  seventeen  trout,  121b.,  including  one 
which  made  2|lb.  On  25th,  they  fished  Hill  Loch, 
and  got  five  trout,  averaging  21b.  each.  The  lochs 
are  now  in  excellent  order. — B. 

Portree  (Isle  of  Skye).— -Colonel  MacKerrel, 
from  the  Royal  Hotel,  fished  Storr  Loch  on 
July  27,  and  had  sixteen  trout,  net  weight,  81b. — 
C.  McLaren. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N'.B.). — The  following  sport  has 
been  got  since  last  reported  :  On  July  20  Mr.  Buxton, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  two  grilse  of  61b. 
and  71b.  On  the  21st  the  same  angler  caught  two 
salmon  weighing  141b.  and  151b.  On  the  22nd  Mr. 
Gurney  landed  a  171b.  salmon,  and  Mr.  Buxton  a 
grilse  of  41b.  On  the  24th  Mr.  Gurney  caught  a 
grilse  of  51b.,  and  on  the  25th  one  of  61b.  River  in 
good  ply. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Most  unsettled  weather 
has  prevailed  during  the  past  week.  Trout  have 
not  been  rising  at  all  well  in  any  of  the  rivers.  In 
the  firth  nets  there  has  been  an  excellent  run  of 
grilse,  besides  a  number  of  autumn  salmon.  Near 
Annan  the  nets  have  had  a  very  good  week  of  it, 
and  some  of  the  grilse  have  escaped  to  the  river. 
One  angler  had  two  the  other  morning  in  the  Annan 
with  small  fly.  Several  big  chub  have  been  caught 
by  anglers  with  night  fly.  One  of  61b.  and  several 
weighing  from  21b.  to  4Jlb,  have  been  taken  since 
last  week's  notes.  The  Annan  has  been  frequently 
disturbed  with  thunder  showers  since  last  week< 
Herling  j  are  at  present  very  scarce.  Onlj*  odd 
ones  are  being  caught  with  small  fly  during  the 
daytime.  Mr.  J.  Laurie  has  been  the  most  suc- 
cessful angler.  It  is  expected  that  August  will 
bring  the  herling  in  greater  numbers  from  the 
Solway.  Several  Glasgow  anglers  last  week  had 
fair  sport  in  the  middle  reaches  where  the  waters 
are  free,  and  on  other  stretches  tickets  are  to  be 
obtained  at  a  very  small  cost.  There  is  a  good  show 
of  sea-trout  in  the  upper  pools  of  the  Dumfries  Nith 
though  they  have  not  been  taking  the  night  fly 
well  this  week.  Odd  sea-trout  have  been  caught  in 
the  mid  Nithsdale  stretches,  as  also  at  Closeburn 
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and  Auldgirth.  Very  few  herling  are  showing  in  any 
part  of  this  river.  The  Galloway  rivers  are  in  fairly 
pood  order  for  trout  fly  this  week ;  the  frequent 
showers  since  Friday  have  kept  the,  streams  in  the 
best  of  order.  Sport  is  rather  poor  on  all  the 
streams.  On  the  Ayrshire  rivers  and  lochs  very 
little  is  doing  at  present. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — An  important  arrangement 
has  just  been  come  to  with  regard  to  the  salmnn 
fioliing  on  the  Spey.  It  is  understood  that  an  agree- 
ment has  been  concluded  with  -the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Gordon  and  the  riparian  proprietors  for 
the  removal  of  the  nets  on  the  river  for  a  distance 
of  six  miles  above  the  railway  bridge  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Spey.  The  importance  of  this  arrangement 
will  be  the  better  realised  when  it  is  stated  that  the 
vield  of  this  part  of  the  Spey  in  a  year  is  about 
,  6000  salmon.— J.  M. 

Tongne  Hotel.  —  Fishing  from  this  hotel  on 
July  25,  Major  Bimn,  on  the  Kyle,  had  seven 
trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Swan,  on  the  Kyle,  eight  trout, 
81b. ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty- 
eight  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Burrell,  on  the  Kyle,  six 
trout,  SJlb.  On  the  21st,  Messrs.  Irving,  on  the 
Kyle,  ten  trout,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  the  Kyle, 
ten  trout,  171b.;  Mr.  Burrell,  on  the  Kyle,  seven 
trout,  14ilb. ;  Major  Bunn,  on  Loch  Breao  Buidh, 
two  trout,  3ilb.  ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  seventeen  trout,  71b.  On  the  22nd>  Messrs. 
Morrison,  on  Otter  Loch,  sixty  trout,  23Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Brown,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  twelve  trout,  6ilb.  ; 
Mr.  Burrell,  on  the  Kyle,  four  trout,  llflb. ;  Messrs. 
Irving,  on  Loch  Loyal,  91b.  On  the  24th,  Messrs. 
Gilroy  and  Finch,  on  Loch  Craggie,  thirteen  trout, 
151b  ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  the  Kyle,  four  trout.  51b.  ; 
Mr.  Burrell,  on  the  Kyle,  two  trout,  61b. ;  Messrs. 
Morrison,  on  Loch  Loyal,  fifty-six  trout,  18Jlb  , 
and  one  ferox,  61b.  On  the  25th,  Messrs.  Gilroy 
and  Finch,  on  the  Kyle,   two  trout,   4Jlb. — M. 

MiClNIfES. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballyiiabincli  Fishery  (Galway). — Good  weather 
for  fishing  has  prevailed.  During  the  week  Mr. 
A.  Lees  secured  one  peal,  5|lb.,  and  thirty-two  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  H.  Lees,  two  peal,  51b.  and  41b.,  and 
forty  sea-trout;  General  Beresford,  two  summer 
fish,  121b.  and  lUb..  two  peal,  of  71b.  each,  and 
seventy  ssa-trout ;  Mr.  D.  Adams,  two  peal,  91b. 
and  61b.,  and  sea-trout;  Mr.  R.  H.  Ramsden,  two 
summer  fish,  lOlb.,  131b.,  three  peal  of  81b.  each, 
and  seventy  sea-trout ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Wilcox,  one  peal, 
71b.,  and  forfc^  -five  sea- trout ;  Mr.  M.  Campbell,  one 
peal,  71b.,  and  forty  sea-trout;  Mr.  J.  Heygate, 
nine  sea-trout ;  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Wickham,  twenty- 
four  sea-trout.  Total  for  week — sixteen  salmon, 
127J!b.,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty  sea-trout. — 
Jock  Scot. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Warm, showery  weather 
has  been  experienced  for  the  past  week,  and  this 
river  and  its  tiibutaries  have  been  kept  in  angling 
volume.  Little  sport  was  obtained  on  the  Maine, 
Moyola,  and  Ba'.linderry,  and  only  a  few  baskets  of 
small  trout  were  made.  On  all  the  stretches  of  the 
main  stream  brown  trout  were  caught,  and  salmon 
rose  well  to  the  fly.  Mr.  A.  Meenan  caught  two 
grilse,  61b.  and  Qib.,  on  the  Portglenone  stretch; 
Mr.  Ardale  three  grilse,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  and  7lb.  ;  Mr. 
James  McCorbry  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  Captain 
Powell  and  Mr.  S.  Nagle  eight  grilse,  ranging  from 
4^1b.  to  8  b.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach  ;  Mr.  WolfE,  M.P., 
five  salmon,  201b.,  19Ib.,  171b.,  151b.  and  121b.,  and 
twenty-five  grilse  from  61b.  to  101b.,  and  Colonel 
Delacherois  and  Mr.  Shaw  three  grilse,  5ib.,  61b., 
and  71b.,  on  the  Caronroe  section. — Dauiel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— Since  last  report  angling 
on  the  local  rivers  has  been  of  a  mediocre  character. 
The  frequent  showers  have  kept  them  at  a  good 
height,  and  the  trout  do  not  rise  at  all  readily  to 
the  fly.  Before  the  rise  of  water  the  smaller  rivers 
suffered  heavily  from  poisoning.  From  the  Dams 
there  is  also  little  to  report,  the  takes  per  day 
being  from  two  to  four  fish  per  rod,  and  those  chiefly 
confined  to  the  very  short  evening  rise. — J.  A.  B. 

Bme  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — There  was 
good  sport  again  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week. 
On  the  river,  Mr.  Davies  landed  seven  salmon  from 
71b.  to  141b. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  twelve,  from  71b.  to 
2411b. :  Mr.  J.  Stone,  seven,  from  61b.  to  161b. ;  Mr. 
D.  E.  Glynn,  five,  from  81b.  to  161b.;  Mr.  John 
Thomson,  six,  of  121b.,  111b.,  81b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and 
61b.;  Mr.  Polteney,  two  of  151b.  and  161b.;  Mr. 
Gregory,  five,  fromj71b.  tc  171b. ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson, 
two,  of  Ulb.  and  8ib.  ;  Mr.  J.  Hone,  one,  81b.  The 
river  at  time  of  writing  is  in  high  flood,  as  it  has 
been  raining  here  almost  incessantly  for  the  past 
week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Xiough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  pretty  good  on  Lough  Currane  at 
sea-trout  eince  last  report.  On  Monday  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge  held  nine  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Narbray,  eight ;  Sir 
Thomas  Hughes  and  Mr.  Doughan,  eight;  other 
anglers  out  had  from  three  to  six,  also  some  good 
brown  trout.    On  Monday  on  Loughnamona  Mr. 


Masters  caught  a  'salmon  of  9Jlb.,  four  sea-trout. 
71b.,  and  eight  brown  trout,  81b.,  besides  several 
smaller  ones.  On  Lough  Naiska,  on  the  same  day, 
Mr.  Martin  got  six  sea-trout  and  several  brown 
trout.  On  the  Inny  fair  sport  has  been  had. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Long'h  Melvin. —  Sport  has  not  been  so  good 
during  the  past  week,  but  is  now  improving.  Mr. 
0.  Murray  look  a  nice  basket  of  gillaroos  on 
July  27.  Nine  fish,  weighing  lO^lb.,  and  other 
decent  catches  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were 
taken  on  July  24  end  25. — M.  Rooan  and  Son.s. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  splendid 
order,  and  a  heavy  stock  of  fish  is  peported  from  all 
the  sections  above  and  below  here.  Captain  J.  S. 
Carter,  three  salmon  ;  Captain  Williams,  four  ;  Mr. 
C.  Mclvor,  three  ;  Mr.  Hellawell,  one  ;  John  Sweeny, 
six,  largest  131b.  Colonel  Barker  has  arrived  at  the 
Abercorn  Hotel  for  the  fishing.  Trouting  on  the 
tributaries  is  very  good,  some  fine  baskets  having 
been  got  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derg,  Glenelly, 
and  Finn. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Fishing  on  this  river  during  the 
week  was  very  good.  On  July  26  Mr.  Mills  got 
four  grilse,  and  lost  five ;  on  July  25,  four ;  on 
July  27,  three.  AU  the  rods  on  the  upper  and 
lower  reaches  had  splendid  sport ;  they  got  from 
four  to  five  fish  a  day.  Sea-trout  fishing  during 
the  week  was  fair  down  the  estuary,  spinning. 
Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well  during  the  week,  and 
Lough  Talt  fished  well.  Messrs.  Robinson  and 
Pile,  of  Glasgow,  got  six  dozen  on  July  26. — John 
Detors. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  during;  the  past  week  was  not  in 
favour  of  the  angler.  Mr.  Booth,  six  grilse,  351b. ; 
Mr.  Connip,  eight,  511b. ;  Mr.  Mills,  twelve,  781b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Garvey,  thirteen,  811b. ;  Mr.  Armstrong,  four, 
291b. ;  Mr.  Haddock,  two,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Jiff  Scroop, 
ten.  68ib.  ;  Mr.  Cross,  twenty,  1241b.  ;  Mr.  Perry, 
ele\en,  661b.  Sea-trout  anglers  on  the  river  have 
done  well,  best  take  for  one  rod  in  one  day,  221b. ; 
Dr.  Adams  one  grilse  71b,  Trouting  on  the  loughs 
fair.  Mr.  Godwin  four  pike,  201b.,  231b.  61b.  51b. 
Mr.  Oak  and  friend  on  Lough  Talt  eighty-four  trout. 
Nearly  all  the  above  grilse  were  taken  on  the  follow- 
ing flies :  Black  Gosshawk,  Skin  the  Goat,  King 
Edward  the  VII. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal). —The  late 
floods  brought  up  a  lot  of  salmon  and  white  trout 
to  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses,  and  the  Crolly  itself  holds 
quite  a  number.  The  angling  season  is  now  in  full 
swing  here  and  promises  well.  The  following  takes 
are  reported : — .Major  Richards,  six  sea-trout,  on 
Dungloe ;  Mr.  Carter,  on  Tully,  four ;  Mr.  Carter, 
on  Dungloe,  five  ;  Dr.  Hobson,  on  Tully,  six ;  Dr. 
Hobson  and  Rev.  Mr.  Kent,  on  Loughanure,  eight ; 
Rev.  W.  Hall,  on  Dungloe,  six ;  Miss  Hobson,  on 
Dungloe,  one ;  Dr.  Hobson,  six  ;  and  Miss  D. 
Hobson,  three ;  Mr.  Carter,  on  Loughamure,  five ; 
and  Major  Richards,  one. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Rain  has  fallen 
pretty  plentifully  latterly,  and  the  river  is  in  very 
nice  order.  For  August  the  prospects  of  sport 
appear  good.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  John  Enright  killed 
five  peal,  4ilb.,  41b.,  31b.,  41b.,  S^lb.  On  Prospect, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Palmer  killed  six  peal,  5!b.,  41b.,  4|lb,, 
41b.,  5|lb.,  741b.  ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Tylden-Pattenson, 
three  peal,  41b.,  51b.,  41b.  On  ifewgarden,  Mr.  W. 
B.  Tylden-Pattenson  killed  three  peal,  21b.,  5|lb., 
7|lb.  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Palmer,  one  peal,  41b.  On  Her- 
mitage, Mr.  H.  B.  Daglish  killed  two  salmon,  391b., 
241b.,  and  seven  peal,  SJlb.,  4|lb.,  61b.,  61b.,  61b., 
341b.,  4 Jib.  On  the  Castle  fishery  the  fishermen 
killed  one  peal,  5Jlb. — J.  Enhight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — The 
liver  is  now  in  perfect  angling  order.  Among  the 
recent  bags  made,  Capt.  Bayley  in  one  day  sot  four 
grilse,  and  the  following  day  two,  91b.,  41b.  Mr. 
"  Attie "  Parker  landed  in  a  few  hours  six  grilse. 
Two  local  fishermen  had  four  grilse,  and  many 
other  captures  have  been  made.  Sport  is  bound  to 
improve  during  August. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — All  around  our  coast  fish  are  very 
pleniitul.  Large  pollack  and  bass  are  being  taken 
daily.  They  seem  to  be  everywhere — off  the  Mew- 
stone  at  Dartmouth,  Berry  Head,  Burr  Island,  the 
mouth  of  the  Yealm,  the  Plymouth  Breakwater, 
Penlee  Point,  and  the  Rame  Head,  and  also  in  the 
Hamoaze  and  the  Cattewater.  They  are  running 
very  large,  and  are  taking  the  india-rubber  baits 
freely.  I  have  also  had  some  good  reports  from 
the  pollack  fishermen ;  these  fish  are  also  running 
very  large.  From  the  westward,  and  even  as  far  as 
Scilly,  fishermen  are  doing  well,  catches  amounting 
to  cwts.  being  no  uncommon  thing,  with  fish  from 
51b.  to  201b.  There  is  also  the  usual  pier  fishing  for 
those  who  do  not  care  for  the  boat. — W.  Heabdee 
(B.S.A.S.). 


THE  CRESCENT  MOON. 


Among  the  various  things  which  children  ought 
to  learn  is  the  art  of  seeing.  It  is  astonishing  how 
much  we  see  without  really  being  able  to  report 
what  we  have  seen.  We  are  very  familiar  with 
objects  and  scenes  which  we  recognise  when  they 
come  again  under  our  eye,  but  which  we  could  not 
describe  when  they  are  out  of  sight.  Let  me 
illustrate  by  reference  to  one  of  the  moat  familiar 
of  all  sights — the  phasoaof  the  moon.  I  have  often 
taken  pains  to  inquire  of  young  children,  say,  of 
ten  years  of  age,  what  they  have  observed  about 
the  moon,  with  the  result  that,  while  they  have 
noticed  that  it  changes  its  apparent  form,  they 
not  only  could  not  explain  the  cause  of  the  change, 
but  never  even  had  had  the  question,  why  the 
changes  take  place,  suggested  to  their  minds.  And, 
not  only  that,  but  they  will  seldom  bo  found  to 
have  noticed  any  law  in  the  changes.  If  asked,  for 
example,  at  what  time  of  the  day,  and  in  what  part 
of  the  sky,  the  new  moon  is  to  be  seen,  they  will 
seldom,  if  ever,  be  able  to  tell.  If  the  new  moon 
should  suddenly  begin  to  appear  at  evening  in  the 
east,  and  the  full  moon  in  the  west,  I  venture  to 
conjecture  that  few  children  would  think  that  any- 
thing strange  had  happened.  And  I  should  not 
wonder  if  it  should,  in  such  a  case,  turn  out  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  adults  also  would  fail  to 
observe  the  miracle. 

More  particalarly,  how  many,  whether  children 
or  adults,  could  tell,  except  when  they  are  looking 
at  it,  what  position  the  horns  of  the  crescent  moon 
hold  with  reference  to  the  sun  or  to  the  earth's 
horizon  ?  Here  again  I  venture  to  guess  that,  if, 
from  now  on,  the  concave  side  of  the  crescent 
should  be  directed  toward  the  sun,  the  great 
majority  of  men  would  never  notice  the  abnormity, 
unless  their  attention  were  called  to  it  by  the  more 
intelligent  observers.  If  this  feams  to  anyone  a 
questionable  suspicion,  I  may  fortify  my  opinion 
by  the  fact  that  even  many  artists  have  actually 
represented  the  new  moon  as  standing  in  this 
impossible  fashion.  And  artists  surely,  of  all  men, 
should  be  those  who  accurately  observe  the  things 
which  they  try  to  reproduce  on  the  canvas.  Not 
to  indulge  merely  in  generalities,  I  may  remark 
that  in  the  large  window  of  the  new  Old  South 
Church  in  Boston,  in  the  picture  of  the  Nativity, 
may  be  seen  the  new  moon  with  its  horns  point- 
ing downward.  This  is  bad  enough  in  itself;  but 
this  is  not  all  that  is  questionable  respecting 
the  phenomena.  For  doubtless  the  artist  meant 
to  represent  the  song  of  the  angels  as  taking  place 
by  night,  probably  about  midnight ;  certainly 
not  during  the  evening  twilight.  But  at  midnight 
no  new  moon  was  ever  yet  seen ;  and  what 
motive  can  the  artist  have  had  for  introducing 
such  an  impossibility  into  a  work  of  art,  whose  only 
legitimate  object  can  be  to  represent  what  has  been, 
or  might  have  been,  a  fact  ?  Doubtless  he  had  no 
idea  that  it  was  an  impossibility,  and  had  never 
observed  that  the  new  moon  is  seen  only  in  the 
evening,  and  is  never  seen  with  its  convex  side 
turned  away  from  the  sun.  If  there  is  any  comfort 
to  be  derived  from  having  distinguished  companions 
in  his  ignorance,  the  artist  can  get  it  by  learning 
that  even  Walter  Scott  shared  it,  for  in  his  "  Bridal 
of  Triermain  "  (Canto  III,,  Stanza  V.)  he  says  : 

And  now  the  moon  her  orb  has  hid. 
And  dwindled  to  a  silver  thread. 

Dim  seen  in  middle  heaven  ; 
While  o'er  its  curve  careering  fast. 
Before  the  fury  of  the  blast, 

The  midnight  clouds  are  driven. 

This  is  said,  it  is  true,  not  of  the  new  moon,  but  of 
the  old  moon,  after  it  has  "  dwindled  "  from  a  "  full 
orb  "  to  a  "  silver  thread."  But  the  blunder  is 
essentially  the  same,  for  the  old  moon,  when  it  has 
dwindled  to  this  extent,  can  be  seen  distinctly  only 
in  the  early  morning  before  sunrise,  not  at  mid- 
night. It  is  to  be  found  "in  middle  heaven"  only 
a  little  before  midday.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
Scott  is  here  indulging  in  poetic  license ;  there  is  no 
poetic  gain  in  thus  distorting  the  facts  of  nature. 
Minute  and  accurate  as  he  was  in  his  observation 
in  general,  we  must  assume  that  in  this  case  he  was 
misled  by  "ignorance,  pure  ignorance."  Should 
an  apologist  of  the  artist  of  the  Old  South  picture 
imagine  that  he  intended  to  represent  the  angelic 
song  as  sung  in  the  morning  twilight,  when  the  old 
moon  might  have  been  seen  in  its  slender  form,  it 
can  only  be  said  that  this  suggestion,  improbable  in 
itself,  still  does  not  justify  making  the  horns  point 
downward — a  representation  as  needlessly  false  to 
fact  as  it  would  be  to  picture  the  sun  as  square 
instead  of  round. — C.  M.  Mead  in  Springfield 
Republican, 


Ajiericax  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  iu  various 
departments  of  literatm-e  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Mai-stou 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dimstau's  House,  Fetter-laue,  Loudon. 
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^offings       ifjc  i5ag. 

Teach  me  to  feel  another'B  woe. 
To  hide  tht  fault  I  see  ; 

That  mercy  I  to  others  show 
That  mercy  show  to  me. 

— Pope. 


At  Spelthorne  Petty  Sessions,  held  at  Teddington, 
William  Cornelius,  of  6.  Sutherland-place,  Walworth, 
was  summoned,  at  the  instance  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  for  unlawfully  using  a  nie;ht  line  for 
fishing  in  the  Thames  above  London  Bridge,  con- 
trary to  the  bye-laws.  Mr.  E.  Glenshaw.  solicitor, 
appeared  to  prosecute.  William  Henry  Marsh,  the 
lock-keeper  at  Molesey,  said  he  saw  a  fire  burning 
on  the  bank  near  the  lock  between  eleven  and 
twelve  on  the  night  of  June  27,  and  going  to  the 
spot  he  found  six  men,  including  the  defendant, 
fishing  in  the  Thames.  They  all  had  fishing  rods, 
but  near  the  defendant  he  discovered  the  end  of  a 
night  line  hidden  in  the  stones,  and  pulling  it  in 
found  upon  it  five  hooks,  baited  with  worms.  He 
told  the  defendant  it  was  an  illegal  instrument, 
when  he  said  he  had  frequently  fished  with  it  at 
the  Water  Gallery,  and  had  never  been  interfered 
with  before.  Defendant  pleaded  Jthat  he  did  not 
know  he  was  committing  an  offence,  and  said  he 
would  never  do  it  again.  The  line,  he  said,  was  on 
the  end  of  his  rod.  The  Clerk  :  If  it  was  on  the 
end  of  his  rod  would  it  be  illegal  ?  Mr.  Glenshaw  : 
Yes,  quite  illegal.  The  rule  is  one  rod  one  hook. 
The  Chairman  :  I  have  seen  people  fishing  in  the 
Thames  with  a  rod  and  line  and  three  hooks.  The 
lock-keeper,  recalled,  denied  that  the  line  was 
attached  to  a  rod.  It  was  similar  to  the  line  that 
was  used  by  poachers  who  fished  from  the  banks  of 
the  Thames  at  night.  In  his  opinion  it  was  a  night 
line  under  the  bye-laws.  The  Chairman  :  Then  if 
it  is,  I  myself  have  often  fished  with  a  night  line. 
Defendant  was  let  off  with  a  modified  penalty  of 
3s.  and  7s.  costs. 


The  competition  for  the  Anglers'  Association 
Challenge  Trophy  is  becoming  keener  every  year. 
The  full  particulars  of  the  fSst  round,  which  was 
fished  on  July  27,  are  given  in  another  column. 
The  teams  are  six  aside,  so  that  sixteen  clubs 
weighed  in  over  3001b.  of  fish,  chiefly  roach,  or 
an  average  of  161b.  per  man.  Fishing  prospects 
have  evidently  improve.d  since  the  recent  floods, 
which  appear  to  have  effectively  scoured  the  various 
rivers. 


Under  the  heading,  "  The  Drowning  Season,"  a 
contemporary  relates  how  a  boatman  named 
Hawley  was  censured  by  the  coroner  and  jury  at 
Boston,  Lines,  for  his  callousness  at  the  drowning 
of  William  Bowler,  who,  with  two  other  Sheffield 
men,  hired  a  boat  to  fish  the  river  Witham, 
and  then  bathed  from  it.  Hawley  saw  Bowler 
struggling  in  the  water  and  "  thought  they  were 
larking."  Bowler's  companions  returned  and  said 
that  he  was  drowned.  "  You  don't  say  so  !  "  was  all 
Hawiey  said.  The  coroner  asked  him  if  he  tried  to 
help.  "  Oh,  I  couldn't."  he  replied  ;  "  I  wasputting 
a  fishing  rod  together."  Comment  is  superfluous. 
Certainly  anglers  should  keep  up  their  reputation 
for  being  contemplative,  etc.,  but  when  a  fellow 
creature  is  in  danger  of  drowning,  so  far  as  all  good 
anglers  are  concerned  the  best  fish  in  the  world 
would  be  forfeited  to  save  a  human  life. 


Mb.  A.  E.  Levy,  of  New  York,  had  been  out  sea 
fishing,  but  only  "poor"  sport  was  experienced 
until  the  boat  was  about  to  return  to  the  city, 
when  a  141b.  codfish  was  landed.  It  was  Mrs.  Levy's 
pleasant  duty  to  prepare  the  cod  for  "  the  frying- 
pan,"  when,  to  her  agreeable  surprise,  there  was 
found  "in  the  maw  of  the  fish  a  brass  check, 
attached  to  which  was  a  short  chain,  and  on  the 
end  of  the  chain  a  gold  charm  set  with  two 
diamonds,  a  gold  ring  set  with  a  diamond,  and  a 
small  gold  chain."  A  141b.  cod  could  easily  have 
managed  to  stow  away  a  watch  or  two,  but 
Mrs.  Levy  appears  contented  with  small  mercies. 


Ms,  E,  CoLLiNSON,  secretary  of  the  St.  Ives  A.S., 
writes : — "  My  little  son  Ernest",  aged  eleven,  saved 
a  boy  from  drowning  on  Saturday  last  (one  of  the 
London  Fresh  Air  Fund  boys  who  are  here  for  their 
holidays).  My  boy  never  breathed  it  to  either 
myself  or  his  mother,  but  a  gentleman  from  Alder- 
shot  staying  here  fishing  made  inquiries  as  to  who 
he  was,  and  that  is  how  I  got  to  know." 


Sportsmen  are  reminded  that  the  "Twelfth"  is 
near  at  hand  by  an  excellent  article  on  that  famous 
grouse  moor  "  Broomhead,"  which  forms  one  of  the 
series  of  articles  on    Famous  Homes  of  Sport"  in 
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the  August  number  of  The  Badminton  Magazine  of 
Sports  and  Pastimes.  It  is  illustrated  by  a  repro- 
duction in  colours  of  Mr.  Archibald  Stuart- Wortley's 
picture  "  The  Big  Pack."  An  illustrated  article  on 
"The  America  Cup,"  giving  the  history  and  records 
of  the  race  from  the  commencement,  will  greatly 
interest  all  lovers  of  yachting  ;  while  under  the  title 
of  "The  Racing  World  and  its  Inhabitants— Backers 
and  Backing,"  a  backer  tells  what  he  knows  of  the 
game.  The  cricket  article  deals  with  "County 
Captains  "  ;  and  there  are  also  articles  on  "Svcim- 
mingfor  Ladies,"  fully  illustrated  ;  "Fly  Fishing  in 
New  Zealand";  "  Shooting  in  North  Queensland," 
etc.  The  excellent  reproductions  of  sporting  photo- 
graphs continues 'to  be  an  attractive  feature  of  the 
Badminton, 


Mr.  G.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel, 
near  Farnham,  Surrey,  writes  : — "  Captain  Tracey's 
Otter  Hounds  meet  close  here  on  Saturday,  Aug.  1, 
and  Tuesday,  Aug.  4,  when  good  sport  is  expected, 
as  several  large  otters  have  been  seen  in  the 
neighbourhood." 


"The  Acton  Piscatorials  fished  their  first  compe- 
tition of  the  season  at  Twickenham,  when  the  first 
four  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  C.  Palmer,  J.  Blake, 
W.  Howell,  and  F.  E.  Blake. 


Visitors  to  the  Cork  Exhibition  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  a  model  of  the  541b.  salmon 
killed  by  Mr,  F.  Milburn  at  Castleconnell  in 
February  last.  The  model,  which  is  a  splendid 
specimen  of  art  work,  was  lent  f  o  the  executive  by 
Messrs.  J.  Enright  &  Son,  of  Castleconnell,  who 
supplied  the  tackle  used  in  capturing  the  fish. 
This  is  the  record  salmon  kUled  with  rod  and  line 
on  the  Shannon. 


The  August  issue  is  the  fourteenth  Fiction 
Number  of  Scribner'n  Magazine,  and  is  made  notable 
by  the  beginning  of  Edith  Wharton's  short  serial 
"  Sanctuary,"  her  first  story  of  any  length  since  the 
great  success  of  "  The  Valley  of  Decision."  Walter 
Appleton  Clark  will  illustrate  each  number.  The 
colour  printing  is  unusually  abundant  and  beautiful. 
In  addition  to  the  cover  there  are  twenty-four 
pictures  reproduced  in  the  colours  of  the  original 
drawings.  Among  the  artists  represented  are 
Walter  Appleton  Clark,  Frank  Brangwyn,  F,  C. 
Yohn,  Edwin  B.  Child,  Corwin  Knapp  Linson,  and 
J.  J.  Gould. 


The  shooting  man  can  tell  a  lie. 

The  hunting  man's  been  known  to  try, 

But  the  golfer,  he's  first  wrangler. 
Tho'  for  a  good  old  honest  cert 
To  lob  in  safely  through  the  dirt 

Give  me  the  wily  angler. 


While  fishing  in  the  lake  of  Amatitlan,  Guatemala, 
Jose  Guerrero,  a  boy  of  ten,  fell  in.  His  brother 
threw  his  line  and  hooked  Jose  by  the  shirt,  which, 
however,  split.  Nothing  daunted,  the  brother 
made  another  cast,-  and  the  hook  catching  in  the 
youngster's  breeches,  the  boy  was  landed  in  a 
half-drowned  state. 


The  neighbourhood  of  Goodwood,  in  company 
with  most  other  tracts  in  Sussex,  was  kept  lively 
by  gangs  of  smugglers  just  over  150  years  ago. 
Especially  one  band  of  worthies,  known  as  the 
Hawkhurst  Gang,  terrorised  the  whole  county. 
A  contingent  of  the  Foot  Guards  was  sent  down  to 
deal  with  them,  and  the  smugglers,  who  had 
murdered  Custom  House  officers,  were  promptly 
hanged  when  caught.  These  illicit  gentry  were 
born  gamblers  to  a  man,  and  they  often  varied 
their  ordinary  nefarious  business  by  burgling 
houses  and  poaching.  One  of  their  many  hiding 
places  for  smuggled  goods  was  a  cavern  dug  out 
under  a  fish  pond  at  Fulmer.  In  this  numerous 
kegs  of  spirits  were  stored.  The  entrance  was 
boarded  up  and  turfed  over.  Many  a  local  votary 
of  Izaak  Walton  fished  in  the  pond  while  sublimely 
innocent  of  the  illegal  storehouse  beneath  it. 


The  Cambridge  Jolly  Anglers'  Society  held  their 
first  match  of  the  season  on  July  27,  sixty-one 
members  competing.  The  first  four  prize-winners 
were :  —  Messrs.  S,  Rutt,  M.  Hills,  Jolley,  and 
Parsons.  Upwards  of  501b.  of  fish  were  brought 
to  the  scales.  The  fishing  was  very  difficult  owing 
to  the  river  being  in  a  state  of  flood.  The  arrange- 
ments of  the  match,  etc.,  were  carried  out  by  the 
secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Brockett,  assisted 
by  Mr.  J.  Hills  and  the  keeper,  Mr.  Harry  Harper. 


AUOUST  1,  1903 

This  is  from  a  correspondent — yes.  can  give  his 
name  if  you  hke.  "Dear  Dragnet,— I  was  talking 
to  a  friend  about  the  trout  recently  taken  from  the 
Buckmgham  Palace  Lake,  as  recorded  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  he  replied:  'That's  nothing! 
Wait  till  next  week's  issue,  and  you  will  see  an 
illustration  of  a  161b.  7|oz.  salmon  caught  by 
Dragnet  in  the  basement  of  the  Referee  office.' 
He  also  told  me  it  was  to  be  served  out  as  sandwiches 
with  mustard  and  cress  trimmings.  I  said  it  was 
to  be  hoped  we  should  not  be  kept  so  long  for  the 
sandwiches  as  we  were  for  the  last  Referee,  otherwise 
they  would  be  as  lofty  as  soma  of  the  tales  told 
by  golfers  generally." 


Grover  Cleveland  in  the  Saturday  Evening 
Post  says  :— "  It  is  perfectly  plain  that  large  fish  are 
more  apt  to  escape  than  small  ones.  Their  weight 
and  activity,  combined  with  the  increased  trickiness 
and  resourcefulness  of  age  and  experience,  of  course 
greatly  increase  their  ability  to  tear  out  the  hook 
and  enhance  the  danger  that  their  antics  will 
expose  a  fatal  weakness  in  hook,  leader,  line  or  rod. 
Another  presumption  which  must  be  regretfully 
mentioned  arises  from  the  fact  that  in  many  cases 
It  13  the  encounter  with  a  large  fish  which  causes 
such  excitement  and  such  distraction  or  perversion 
of  judgment  as  leads  the  fisherman  to  do  the 
wrong  thing  or  fail  to  do  the  right  thing  at  the 
critical  instant." 


"  How  sune  naow  is  th'  lahst  thrain  ta  Wapping, 
me  fine  fella  ?  "  inquired  an  elderly  scarecrow  of  a 
sleepy  porter  who  was  closing  the  oortals  of  Sloane 
Square  Station  for  the  night.  "  Twelve  nineteen's 
been  gone  these  ten  minutes,"  growled  the  porter; 
"  if  you  want  to  reach  Wappin'  to  night  you'll  have 
to  tramp  it."  "  Divii  a  bit  will  I  do  it,"  "barked  the 
ould  Bark,  angrily,  "  I'll  waalk  th'  shtreets  all 
noight  firrst !  "  , 


For  many  months  I  have  been  a  prisoner — that 
is  to  say  unable  through  extremely  rough  weather 
and  an  occasional  shower  to  cast  a  fly  or  ledger  for 
roach.  On  Saturday  last,  however,  I  started  for  a 
day  or  two  among  the  trout,  roach,  dace,  and  chub, 
which  William  Hewlett  (the  People's  William) 
tells  us  are  very  plentiful,  and  that  the  weeds 
are  well  cut  on  the  river  Lark.  On  Saturday  evening, 
in  companv  with  Mrs.  Drag,  I  found  myself  at 
Kennett.  Then  a  few  miles  drive  to  Freckenham. 
Then  some  rain  !  We  put  up  at  the  comfortable 
little  hostelry  known  as  the  Half-way  House  (or 
Red  Lodge  Inn),  kept  by  Host  W.  Howes,  late  of 
the  Barton  Bull.  Then  some  rain!  In  fact,  the 
whole  liight  it  rained. 

•  «  •  •  • 
Sunday  morning  for  Lord  Mayor's  Cottage— at 

least  that  was  the  itinerary ;  but  more  rain  I  Rain 
all  day.  Plenty  of  water,  but  no  fish.  Another 
night  at  the  Red  Lodge,  and  it  rained  all  night. 
The  morning  broke  with  more  rain.  After  a  good 
country  breakfast,  "a  gleam  of  sunshine."  Rap- 
ture !  Trap  !  Drive  to  Barton  Mills  !  Five 
minutes  on  the  four-mile  journey,  ^nd— more  rain  ! 
Captain  Hewlett's  mansion  at  last,  wet  from  the 
rain.  A  bright  log  fire,  a  hearty  welcome  from  host 
and  hostess,  a  glance  at  the  John  Dewar  (not  for- 
getting the  white  label),  and  after  partaking  of 
a  banquet  specially  prepared  for  two  belated 
visitors — more  rain ! 

•  *  •  ♦  • 

N'importe/  Everythmg  comes  to  those  who 
wait.  We  waited — more  rain  !  However,  rain  or 
no  rain,  I  meant  to  fish,  and  got  as  far  as  the  new 
and  commodious  houseboat — a  veritable  little  float- 
ing palace — and  for  a  few  minutes  sheltered  from 
the  rain.  Then,  with  the  carriage  umbrella  to 
protect  me  from  the  rain,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Hewlett  and  Mr.  Challice,  I  inspected  the  trout 
hatchery  and  fish  farm. 

•  •  ♦  #  • 

I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  see  such  a  fine  stock 
of  healthy  fish,  a  splendid  lot  of  rainbows  sent  to 
Mr.  Hewlett  when  yearhngs  from  Mr.  Valentine 
Corrie,  also  a  grand  lot  of  really  very  fine  farios  from 
Colonel  Custance's  hatchery  some  months  since. 
The  captain  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  his  success 
in  rearing  such  a  fine  lot  of  fish  in  his  beautiful 
grounds. 

*  *  *  •  * 

I  have  frequently  dwelt  upon  the  charms  which 
Barton  Mills  possesses,  so  in  order  to  take  advan- 
tage of  another  gleam  of  sunshine  drove  to 
Mildenhall,  when,  lo  !  in  three  minutes,  more  rain  ! 
At  last,  on  my  way  to  dear,  dirty  London.  Then 
it  rained,  and  when  arriving  at  Islington,  and  with 
a  dry  coat  and  boots,  I  sat  in  my  armchair  and 
"breathed"  again,  my  ardour  was  not  damped, 
but  I  was  really  thankful  to  have  got  safely  back 
to  Old  England.  I  think  I  have  mentioned  that 
we  had  some  rain.  Dragnet. 
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SOME  NOTICES  OF  OUR  SUMMER 
NUMBER  (JULY  18). 


I  The  Observer. 

"The  summer  holiday  number  of  Mr<  R.  B. 
Marston's  journal  is  in  every  way  a  capital  one, 
full  of  interesting  and  useful  matter  for  all  who 
angle,  though  perhaps  it  is  somewhat  late  in  the 
day  to  commend  this  capital  periodical,  long  since, 
we  imagine,  f amUiar  to  all  who  wield  the  (angler's) 
rod." 

Sporting  Life. 

"Is  replete  with  valuable  information,  which 
should  prove  acceptable  to  all  fishermen." 

Anglers'  News. 

"  All  classes  of  anslera  are  admirably  catered  for 
in  the  summer  holiday  number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette." 

Westminster  Gazette. 

"It  contains  much  interesting  and  useful  matter 
dealiog  with  various  branches  of  the  subject  which 
is  its  own  particular  province,  and  will  be  welcomed 
by  all  devotees  of  the  angling  craft." 

Shooting  Times. 

"Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  production 
of  the  summer  number  of  that  most  interesting 
publication." 
Dundee  Advertiser. 

"Should  interest 'and  instruct  followers  of  the 
gentle  craft.  It  is  specially  noteworthy  for  the 
first  of  a  series  of  articles  entitled  'Dry  Fly 
Fishing  in  Brief,'  for  many  fine  illustrations  and 
useful  diagrams,  and  for  much  guidance  on  the 
subject  of  inexpensive  fishing  in  Ireland." 

Glasgow  Herald. 

"The  angler  has  reason  to  rejoice  over  the  con- 
tents of  the  summer  holiday  number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  The  contributions  include  seasonable 
references  to  sport  in  North  Wales,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  while  the  reports  from  rivers  and  lochs 
are  of  more  than  ordinary  interest." 
Leeds  Weekly  Mercury. 

"The  annual  summer  number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  maintains  the  high  character  of  its  pre- 
decessors." 


Provioeial  flngling  |}otes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  raiu  on  the  morning  of  July  26  helped 
to  deter  a  large  number  of  our  members  from  turning 
out,  but  nevertheless  178  members  of  the  Gun  Club 
went  to  Worcester  by  rail,  and  from  there  to 
Tewke=<bury  to  fish  their  annual  contest  for  a  grand 
collection  of  prizes  valued  at  £35.  The  contest 
was  carried  through  without  rain,  but  it  was  very 
dull.  The  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration, 
and  was  fished  under  the  association  rules.  The 
three  first  prize-winners  are  in  the  order  named  : — 
Messrs.  H.  Green,  T.  Kimberley,  and  Phillips.  Mr. 
Fred  Hughes,  of  St.  Paul's  Club,  acted  as  referee,  and 
gave  every  satisfaction  ;  the  prizes  were  selected  on 
Monday  evening  last  and  distributed  on  Tuesday, 
when  the  usual  smoking  concert  was  held.  A  large 
number  of  contests  will  be  fished  on  Bank  Holidays, 
Monday,  and  Tuesday  next.  The  large  Dudley 
Society  have  decided  to  travel  by  special  train  from 
Dudley  at  7.15  a.m.,  Netherton,  7.20,  Round  Oak, 
7.30,  Brierley  Hill,  7.35,  and  Stourbridge,  7.40  for 
Worcester,' and  from  there  to  Upton-on-Severn  by 
boat,  which  will  leave  Worcester  Bridge  at 
9.30  a.m.  The  return  fare  (including  boat)  is  fixed 
at  3s.  6d.  Prizes  to  the  value  of  £20  and  the 
valuable  challenge  cup  will  be  competed  for ;  over 
three  hundred  tickets  are  out  on  sale.  The  Old  Hill 
Brass  Band  will  accompany  the  club.  A  number  of 
clubs  will  visit  Pershore  and  Fladbury  on  Mbnday 
and  Tuesday  next,  when  a  special  train  will  leave 
Snow  Hill  at  4.25  a.m.;  fare  for  the  double  journey, 
23.  9d.  The  train  will  leave  Pershore  at  5.55  p.m. 
We  have  had  some  nice  showers  of  rain  lately,  which 
improves  the  sport  on  all  our  rivers.  Bream-fishing 
on  the  Avon  is  improving ;  they  are  taking  the 
stewed  wheat  freely,  and  some  good  fish  up  to  41b. 
have  been  taken.  A  catch  of  twenty  fish  were 
taken  last  week  by  the  Brothers  Hodgetts,  the  total 
weight  being  66|-lb.  ;  the  fish  were  taken  from 
Bracebridge  Pool,  Sutton  Park.  Some  bream  up 
to  2|lb.  have  been  taken  with  the  worm  from  the 
canal  at  Wilmcote.  The  Redditch  Angling  Club 
fished  their  annual  contest  at  Binton  last  week, 
when  Mr.  H.  Painter  took  the  first  prize  with 
71b.  4oz.;  the  other  members'  catches  were  all  good. 
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FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  the  rainfall  angling  generally  has  undergone 
a  marked  improvement.  Individual  rods  have 
made  some  prodigious  captures,  in  one  instance  as 
much  as  561b.  of  bream  going  to  one  rod  in  a  single 
day,  some  of  the  fish  weighing  61b.  apiece.  The 
best  resorts  for  bream  fishing  on  the  Witham  have 
been  the  lengths  at  Dogdyke  and  along  the  deeper 
swims  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Anton  Gowts,  The 
Mount  Pleasant  drain  has  also  proved  very  remuner- 
ative. Several  nice  baskets  of  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  Witham  at  Kirkstead  and  Tatter- 
shall,  and  also  from  the  Bargate  and  Hobhole 
drains.  News  from  the  Forty-foot  is  also 
encouraging.  Not  only  have  roach  offered  good 
sport  at  Donington,  but  tench  have  been  very 
active  in  the  evenings,  and  amongst  others  of  this 
particular  species  were  a  brace  weighing  5|lb., 
killed  on  Saturday  (July  25). 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  tributaries  are  in  grand  con- 
dition and  fish  well  on  the  move ;  the  tidal  waters 
are  also  running  in  nice  volume;  and  in  the  lower 
sections  roach  are  taking  paste  freely  off  the 
bottom.  On  July  24,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  took 
twenty  -  one  fish  at  Dunswell  with  paste  that 
averaged  about  \\h.  each.  The  St.  Andrews 
Angling  Association  fished  a  match  at  Weelferry, 
and  did  fairly  well.  Mr.  E.  Hunter  took  first 
prize.  The  annual  open  match  and  Turner 
challenge  cup  competition  took  place  at  Ferriby 
Sluice  on  the  river  Ancholme  on  .July  18 ; 
Mr.  G.  Flether  took  first  prize,  Mr.  J.  Stocks 
coming  in  second,  and  Mr.  R.  Groves  third.  The 
Central  Hull  Association  won  the  cup  and  gold 
medals  with  an  aggregate  of  91b.  5oz.,  the  Hull 
Corporation  A.  S.  being  second  with  61b.  O^oz. 
The  Wednesday  A.  S.  also  fished  a  match  on  the 
Ancholme  during  the  week  at  Horkstow,  Mr.  W. 
Chapman  securing  first  prize  and  Mr.  Sam  King 
second. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  most  important  annual  contest  between  the 
teams  representiog  the  Tyldesley  Anglers  aid  the 
Leigh  Anglers  took  place  between  Morley's  aiyi 
Marsland  Green  Bridges  on  the  Worsley  Canal  on 
Saturday  (July  25).  Two  reports  have  reached  the 
writer,  both  agreeing  that  Tyldesley  won.  but  the 
weights  are  very  differeat,  so  are  withheld.  The 
popular  Bollin  has  at  last  had  a  flood,  and 
when  fined  down  should  afford  excellent  sport. 
In  the  weekly  report  several  fair  catches 
are  mentioned  of  all  sorts  of  fish.  The  Stanley 
Arms  A.S.,  Leigh,  fished  a  match  on  Ssiturday 
(July  25;  at  Hall  House,  and  awarded  all  prizes, 
Mr.  Dawson  winning  the  first.  For  a  busy  August 
centre  Warrington  is  an  easy  first — what  with  con- 
tests, both  small  and  great,  the  town  is  surrounded 
with  interesting:  events.  The  annual  association 
fixtures,  club  fixtures  galore,  and  a  special  fixture, 
the  proceeds  to  go  to  charity,  are  enough  to  satisfy 
aaybody.  Visitors  to  Blackpool  will  be  glad  to 
hear  that  they  can  have  a  litUe  fishing  by  applica- 
tion to  the  secretary  of  the  Victoria  A.S. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  approaching  Bank  Holiday  following  so  close 
upon  recent  premier  events  has  tended  to  keep 
local  clubs  and  associations  very  quiet.  It  is  quite 
evident  that  there  will  be  a  big  turn-out  of  city  rods 
for  the  week-end,  judging  by  the  demand  for  bait 
and  other  requisites.  The  Moss  Side  Socials 
on  July  25  and  26  disposed  of  the  second 
stage  of  their  championship  campetition  at  Vale 
Royal,  Mr.  W.  Taylor  heading  the  list.  Forty-six 
rods  fished  and  thirty-five  caught  fish.  The  final 
stage  will  be  fished  at  Broken  Cross  on  Aug.  29  and  30, 
when  several  special  prizes  will  be  added  for  speci- 
mens. The  Hulme  Welcomb  A.S.  announce  some 
important  fixtures  incluaing  inter-club  match  with 
Goorge  A.S.  on  August  16;  second  club  contest, 
Sept.  6.  The  West  Salford  A.A.  have  decided  to 
fish  their  Shield  Competition  on  Sept.  12.  The 
Cornbrook  A.S.  had  a  successful  match  at  Waverton 
last  week-end,  all  twenty  prizes  being  taken,  Mr.  H. 
Smith  heading  the  list.  The  Lamb  A.S.,  Pendleton, 
fished  a  match  at  Vale  Royal  on  July  26,  and  had 
plenty  of  little  fish,  but  awarded  nine  prizes,  Mr.  J. 
Hettrick  heading  the  list. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  been  comparatively  quiet 
on  the  Trent,  which,  on  Monday  (July  27).  under- 
went a  rise  of  fully  a  foot.  Eel  anglers  have 
been  fairly  successful  at  Clifton  and  Wilford,  and 
on  some  of  the  lower  reaches  moderate  bags 
of  roach  and  dace  have  been  made  by  the  aid 
of  gentles.  Recently,  near  King's  Mills,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Shelton,  of  the  Wellington  Society,  landed  a  very 
fine  chub  of  41b  ;  and  the  loggerheaded  species  have 
fallen  to  the  attractions  of  a  bunch  of  gentles  in 
the  streams  at  Shelford,  Stoke,  and  Burton 
Joyce.    Barbel  fishers  have  taken  fish  at  Wilford 
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Bridge  (from  punts),  f  Holme  Pierrepont,  and 
Colwick  (below  the  weirs).  Extensive  arrangements 
are  being  made  amongst  votaries  for  Bank  Holiday, 
and,  granted  settled  weather  conditions,  ample 
sport  ought  to  be  enjoyed  amongst  barbel  on 
baited  swims — worms,  of  course.  Fly  experts 
have  creeled  dace  the  last  thing  at  night,  and  I 
hear  that  sundry  exceptional  trout  have  been 
landed  on  the  Greet  by  privileged  anglers. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  in  capital  condition  for  angling. 
A  good  many  rods  have  been  out,  but  only  a  very  few 
good  catches  recorded.  In  theTeme  above  Martley 
and  Stanford  Bridge,  Messrs.  Griffith,  Johnson,  and 
Montford  had  four  to  five  brace  of  trout  and 
grayling  with  the  fly,  and  Messrs.  Gibbs,  Evans, 
and  Hughes  a  few  trout  and  grayling  and  a  nice  lot 
of  dace  each  with  the  maggot.  In  the  Severn 
roach  are  taking  the  paste  fairly  well,  and  during 
the  Ifist  few  days  have  been  caught  with  the  creed 
wheat.  The  Rev.  E.  Stephens  caught  a  chub  of 
21b.  14oz.  with  the  Vamprey  at  LTpton-on-Severn. 
Messrs.  G.  Weston,  C.  Evans,  and  others  had 
good  catches  of  fine  roach  with  wheat.  In  the 
Avon,  Messrs.  L.  Knight,  H.  Smith,  and  Thoma.s, 
some  fine  bream  with  maggot  and  paste ;  and  E. 
Sandford,  of  Upton,  in  addition  to  bream,  caught  a 
jack  with  the  paste,  and  a  fine  eel  with  the  same 
bait.  Several  clubs  have  had  competitions,  but  not 
many  fish  were  brought  to  scale  in  any  of  them. 
The  York  House  Club  had  their  contest  in  the 
Severn  at  Lenchford  ;  a  good  number  of  members 
took  part,  first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  Mumford. 
The  Sabrina  Club  had  theirs  at  Defford  on  July  20  ; 
only  one  prize  was  taken,  and  that  by  Mr.  J.  Payne. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  Club  had  theirs  in  the  Avon 
on  Mr.  A.  Cross'  water,  Rough  Hill,  near  Defford ; 
first  prize,  Mr.  J.  Wittey. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Thirsk  and  Sowerby  annual  match  took  place 
in  the  Swale  near  to  Skipton  Bridge,  by  permission 
of  Messrs.  H.  and  C.  Rob,  on  Saturday,  July  2.5; 
Mr.  J.  Smith  secured  first  prize,  and  also  the 
special  for  the  heaviest  fish  and  the  special 
for  the  heaviest  weight  of  fish.  The  Clarence 
Street  (Young  Working  Men's  A.  C.)  fished  their 
opening  match  at  Linton-on-Ouse.  On  account 
of  the  strong  wind  rendering  the  river  very  choppy, 
only  a  moderate  catch  reaultsd.  Mr.  J.  Foster 
headed  the  ten  prize-takers.  The  party  rep  lire  i  to 
the  College  Arms,  where  they  received  the  priz3s 
and  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  riparian  owners  and 
donors.  The  Leeman-road  Working  Men's  A.A. 
had  Mr.  Young's  permission  to  hold  their  first  open 
sweepstake  at  Scoreby.  Good  sport  was  ex- 
perienced ;  thirty-eight  of  the  forcy  fishermen 
took  fish.  J.  Winterburn  took  the  special  prize  for 
best  roach,  and  F.  Dove  that  for  the  largest  eel. 
The  first-named  headed  the  winners  with  3lo.  4Joz. 
o£  fish.   

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Sport  has  shown  much  improvement  on  the  sea 
trout  waters  since  last  report.  Sport  ha?  been  slack 
at  Killarney,  but  better  at  Glencar.  On  the  Erne 
and  Lough  Melvin  salmon  fishing  has  been  good. 
Fine  sport  has  been  had  among  peal  at  Gal  way,  and 
also  on  the  Shannon.  Sea  fishing  hag  been  much 
retarded  recently  by  adverse  weather,  but  is  again 
in  full  swing  along  the  southern  and  south-western 
coasts. 


HARDY'S  WALK  AT  ALNWICK. 


The  walking  contest  promoted  by  the  employes 
of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  fishing  rod  and  tackle 
manufacturers,  Alnwick,  was  successfully  decided 
last  Saturday  afternoon.  Out  of  an  entry  of  forty - 
six  intending  competitors  only  nineteen  turned  out. 
The  course  for  the  greater  part  was  uphill,  being 
by  way  of  Shilbottle,  Bilton,  Alnmouth  Schoolhouse 
to  Lesbury,  thence  to  Longhoughton,  Denwick,  and 
home,  finishing  at  the  starting  point.  Hardy's  cross- 
ing— about  14^  miles.  The  following  are  the  prize- 
winners and  their  times  : — J.  Sharp,  2  hour.s  27  mins. 
40  sees. ;  J.  McCutcheon,  2  hours  30  mins.  10  .^lecs  ; 
Jas.  Bum,  2  hours  30  mins.  25  sees. ;  R.  Waite, 
2  hours  32mins. ;  Robert  Humble,  2  hours  34  mins. ; 
Wm.  Lilbum,  2  hours  34  mins.  50  sees.  There  was 
also  a  sealed  handicap  in  connection  with  the 
contest,  the  winners  being:  J.  McManus,  10  mins. 
start,  net  time  2  hours  3 1  mins.  1 2  sees.  ;  D.  Ritchie, 
3J  mins.  start,  2  hours  39  mins.  40  sees. ;  Robert 
Rogers,  1  min.  start,  3  hours  14  mins.  30  sees.  The 
prizes,  given  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  the  office 
staff,  Mr.  A.  Broadley,  and  others,  provide!  out  of 
a  fund  started  by  the  employis,  were  presented  to 
the  successful  competitors  in  the  evening  at  the 
Queen's  Head  Hotel,  where  a  smoking  concert  was 
held,  presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  managing 
partner  of  the  firm,  who  was  supported  by  Mr. 
I  VV.  Hardy  and  Coimcillor  C.  E.  Moore. 
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ANGLER^HOTELS,   FISHII^G   QUARTERS,    &c.   fSee  also  p.  ,i. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  toot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
iishmg  on  the  Kiver  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (live  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
btaffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Koom  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 
 D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 

TONGUE  HOTEL,  SutherlandsMre,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 
Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishiuf 
withni  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/.  per  day 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Locli 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day,  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 

Good  Free  Fishing"  in  River 
and  Loch. 


I  MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 


Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  bil- 
liards suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
iish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board, 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
perniLssion— for  the  season,  £2  ;  week  7s  6rf  ■ 
and  day,  2.;.  6rf— to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
v\eir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  bs.  per  day.— Address,  Manaqekess 


Salmon  Fishing. 

|SEA  ANO  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Pishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Pish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2i  miles 
from  Dungloe.— Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  fall  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 

|Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanurel^NCLINCIN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS! 

Fishery. 

H  ANION'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT.  ft^^eA%!Z^e^X^^^^^ 

Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Luxurious  and  Inexpensive  Travel.  S 
Sailings    Weekly.  '  * 

TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana  \ 
ana  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland  1 
Terms  very  moderate.  Excellent  New  Hotel.  } 
Beautifnl  Scenery.  For  full  information  apply  . 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfor/  4 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS.  Hull  (Agents         '  i 


SGRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 


HILL'S  HOTEL, 
|DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Five  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  River,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
i  ishing  on  Stragar  River.  Two  excellent  Brown 
Trout  andChar  Lakes.Good  SeaFi.shing— Pollack, 
Mackerel,  etc.  Fishing  free  to  Hotel  Visitors, 
(xood  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  Railway.  Good  accommodation 
lerms  moderate.  Also  4,000  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwise. 


ONE  SHILLING  MONTHLY. 
CONTENTS  of  No.  200.   VOL.  XXXIV, 

AUGUsfTlgos. 


''''*'"^inf^'®''®.~w"'*'^'"S    *°  accompany 
sanctuary."  Walter  Appleton  Clabk 
Reproduced  in  colours.  vi.A«». 

|The  County  Fail-.  Nelson  Llotd.  IIlus- 

hfcSrs.'  ^''"'^  «^P''0d"ced 


I  The  Crass  of  Parnassus. 

'  FlNLF.V. 


Poem.  John 


Salmon,  Sea-Trout,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch. 

BOARD-RESIDENCE,  CARTREFLE, 
LOCH  MABEN,  N.B. 

Mias  Rutherfurd  has  taken  out  Licenses 
in  Preserved  Water  for  the  benefit  of  her 
visitors. 

ORKNEY. 

Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Mason's  A  niis  Hotel. 


la  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fish!ng  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland-Loughs 
llask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  HoteL  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
I  on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

 T^TANNERS,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING. 

I  Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 
CORTNORABB/ HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 
AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  River 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "Manager 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams' 
|"Flynn,  Ballina." 

Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

I  ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughtepard, 


Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Macltay  Hotel." 


|the  clyn  valley  hotel, 

'Novtla.  ISTales. 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd  '  " 
lerms,  .t2  12s.  6d.  per  weeli.  Station  :  Glyncei- 
riog  via  Chirlc.   Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Ruabon. 

Llandrindod  Wells. 

I  rock:  hotel 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 

I  Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 

Imaelog  lake  hotel, 

TY  CKOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  linljs  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  CrygiU.  3fi.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  • 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


Poem.    Robert  Haven 


[Sanctuary.  Edith  Wharton.  Pjrt  T.  (To 
be  continued.)  Illustrations  by  Waltbu 
Ai'i'LETON  Clark.  '  vvaliek 

The  Sea-Fig:ht  off  Ushant.  Hil\irh 
BELLoc,  Author  of  ''Danton  -'  etc  Illus 
tiations  by  Frank  BranqWyn.  Repro- 
duced  in  colours.  ^epio- 

The  Symphony. 

SCHACFPLER. 

The   Burglar  and  the  Lady.  Jrsw 

R  C.  YOHN.""''         *""••    I'lustration  by 

Harvest  Time.   Poem.   Martha  Fennkr 

"  ^n'^*  ^^y*-  jPo*^'"-  Beatrice  Hanscom 
Illustrations  by  Ekwin  B.  Child  aiui 
decorations  by  C.E.  Hopper.  Printed  in  tb"t 

Tih'V?  '*®'^,®"^®-  Mary  r.  s.  Andrews. 
Illustrations  by  A.  I.  Keller. 

"'"''Iir'^'".^  Russian.  Frederick  Palmer 

Illustrations  by  CoRwm  Knapi'  Linson 
The    Princess    and    the  Microbe 

MARGARET    SHERWOOD.       Illust"  foilS  bJ 

J.  J.  Gould.    Reproduced  in  tint 
Miss  Martin's  Hour.   Anne  OHaoan. 
''*'ni,-'*°'?r*A,?jTy'®*'-THE  OTHER  VIEW 
OJ    "  MANNERS  "-AN  ASTROLOGTCAT 
SUGGESTION.  Aoiitui^ucitAL 

^"pfifmr'^^f^t  A-^-THE  SKY-SCRAPER 

PROBLE^(MONTOOMERV  SCHUYLER). 
LONDON^ 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY  LTD 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  ' 
-tETTER  Lank,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 

TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS 

 viuu  mil/  iiuiiiiiuj,  |Fisheries  Association.    6,000  acres  of  Grouse 

Partridge,  and  Snipe  Shooting.  Very  lar<>-e  Pike 
have  been  captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been 
additionally  enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms  2 
sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water) 
and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotei 
tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


HILLSWiCK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Heekly. 
There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishinf  is  free 
There  is  also  line  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3s  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 

LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OXJGHTERARD. 

Close  to  Lough.    Free  Fishing.   Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  sani- 
tary arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system 

Inclusive  liotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


SWEENEY'S  MOTEL 

{Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal) 

'  Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Bosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
I  branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 
The  Mourne,  co.  Tyrone.  

Best  Salmon,  andBrownandWhiteTroufc  HOUSEBOAT  TO  LFT 
Fishing  in  Ireland,  on  the  preserved'  *      *W      i-C  i  . 

waters  of  the  Mourne,  Glenelly,  Strule, 
'Derg,  &c.     Salmon  running  now. — For 
terms,  apply  to  Mrs.  Maeshale, 


TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
nshing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  bv 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  • 
week,  £2;  day,  IDs.  <=  j, 

Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades;  pure  wool;  stylish,  durable; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
CopiTHOENB,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


TQe  mieeiiiii  CfmiDro 

jAND  AFTER. 

318.  AUGUSTTmi      Price  2s.  6d. 


I 
II. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannm,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Propnetor,  T.  CLABKE. 


ABERCORN  HOTEL, 

NEWTOWNSTEWART,  IRELAND. 

I  THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL 

Pontoon,  Foxfopd,  eo.  Mayo. 
I  Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Lough vidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particxilars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Heal;, 


D A  r^°'"'"°'^"'"*  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accomm^<dation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment, 
lerms:  £1  53.  per  week.— Wadswokth,  St. 
Ives.  Hunts.  ' 

|FOR  FISHING  NETS 

of  every  description,  also 

CORiLCILiCS, 

TRY 

\ALFItEn  MORRIS 

21  &  21a,  Frankwell,  Shrewsbury. 
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The    Fiseal    Policy  of 

Germany.   By  Otto  Elizbacher. 
Sugg-estions     foP    a  Com- 
mercial Treaty  with  Australia.  By 

ALLEKDALE  GRAINGER  (Agcnt-Gcucml 
Jor  houth  A  ustralia). 

Free  Trade  and  Ppoteetion 

rpomthe  Workman's  Point  of  View. 

By  M.  Maltman  Barrie 

The  Japanisation  of  China, 

By  George  Lvnch. 

The  Ornaments  Rubric 

according  to  the  Courts.    By  E 

Blackwood  Wright. 

A  Papal  Conclave  and  Its 

Chronicler.   By  Edith  Sellers. 

Some  Facts  about  Madem- 
oiselle de  Lespinasse.  By  Camilla 
Jebb. 

Civilisation  and  Babylonia. 

By  C.  F.  Lehmann. 

Charles  Reade's  Novels.  By 

Walter  Frewen  Lord. 

The  Lost  Art  of  Sing-inff— 

(.wu-hnJed).    By  M.  A.  R.  TUKER. 

Benjamin    Jowett  —  Some 

Recollections. .  By  Cornelia  Sorab.h. 

The  Bane  of  Borrowing'. 

By  .J.  W.  Cross.  ^ 

"The   Granary   of  the 

Empire."  By  Robert  Machrav. 

Permanent    Officials  and 

National  Inefficiency.  By  .t.  Byers 
Maxwell. 

Last  Month.    By  Sir  Wemyss 
Reid. 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  Borne, 
Fetter  lanb,  flhbi  sibbbi,  k.C. 
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^     "§Tofc5  from  tf)C  ^ovi^. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  is  very  liberal  with  his 
Deveron  fishings,  and  rumour  is  current  that  things 

'  will  be  different  when  the  Earl  of  March  comes  into 
possession.    Free  waters  are  all  very  good  if  they 

,  are  not  overfished. 


Mr.  Asher,  K.C.,  has  taken  a  fishing  and  shooting 
on  the  Findhorn  where  some  excellent  sea-trout, 
back-end  salmon,  and  grilse  are  a  certainty.  Sea- 
trout  run  up  to  41b.  and  51b. 

The  Dee  was  up  three  feet  on  Monday,  and  the 
Don  and  kindred  streams  similarly  moved.  Not  a 
day  hardly  passes  without  a  thunder  pelt  among 
the  hills,  and  all  superfluous  moisture  finds  its  way 
down  stream  instead  of  being  absorbed  by  a  thirsty 
earth. 


Mr.  and  Miss  Eadie  and  party  are  at  Glenrinnes 
Lodge  from  Barron  Hall,  Derby,  for  the  season. 
The  Earl  and  Countess  of  Southesk  are  at  Birch- 
wood,  Braemar,  as  also  are  Major-General  and  Mrs. 
Schomberg. 

.  Mr.  Forbes  had  a  fine  grilse  of  51b.  on  Dess  Dee 
water  on  July  25  to  the  Green  Charm — a  new 
favourite,  but  not  far  removed  from  the  more 
famDiar  Cabbage. 


The  Beauly  has  been  yielding  exceedingly  well  of 
late.  Five  and  six  salmon,  scaling  up  to  161b.,  per 
day  for  some  weeks  on  end  is  worth  living  for. 


Visitors  for  the  far  north  are  pushing  up  in  crowds 
with  the  steamers  every  day.  The  St.  Magnus 
Hotel,  Shetland,  and  Loch  Stenness,  Orkney,  are 
the  favourite  haunts. 


On  Saturday  last  an  angler  from  Standing  Stones 
Hotel,  Orkney,  had  a  fine  basket  of  fourteen  trout, 
weighing  121b. 

Finnock  fishing  is  beginning  on  the  Dee — the 
earliest  stream  on  the  east  coast — and  fish  of  about 
Jib.  are  being  got,  but  not  in  numbers  as  yet. 

Yellow  fin  are  thick  on  the  Ythan,  but  sea-trout 
are  as  yet  scarce.  The  season,  however,  promises 
to  be  a  good  one,  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  Udny  Arms, 
Newburgh,  is  already  well  booked  up. 

Special  Scotch. 


Jlssocittfions,  etc. 


Bbitish  Sea  Anglebs'  Society. 

With  Mr.  J.  B.  Howes  in  the  chair,  on  Wednes- 
day, reports  were  read  from  the  agents  at  twenty- 
two  stations,  with  particulars  of  the  fishing  and 
prospects  for  the  ensuing  week — mostly  favourable. 
Mr.  Herbert,  jun.,  fishing  at  Bognor,  reported  fair 
sport  with  bass,  plaice,  and  sole,  from  the  pier  and 
from  boat  off  the  rocks,  having  a  cod  of  101b.,  bass 
up  to  4|lb.,  plaice,  brill,  whiting,  and  red  and  grey 
mullet.  Mr.  Bates,  at  Penzance,  had  caught  during 
his  three  weeks'  stay  about  ^  ton  of  fish  of  all  kinds, 
pollack,  bream,  big  pouting,  and  any  quantity  of 
wrasse,  mackerel  (soft  and  poor),  had  pollack  up  to 
1 21b..  bream  to  4  Jib.,  dory,skate,  and  hake,  and  a  fine 
cod  of  121b. — one  of  the  best  fighting  fish  he  had 
ever  taken.  He  handed  in  certificate  for  the  4JIb. 
bream  as  a  specimen  fish  in  the  Sarcelle  annual 
competition  which  closed  on  July  31  this  year. 
Messrs.  Norman  and  Summers  had  only  poor  sport. 
Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  voted  a  guinea  to  the  fund  being  raised 
for  the  widow  and  children  of  the  boatman  Erridge 
drowned  at  Deal ;  various  sums  were  added  to  the 
list  by  members  present.  He  also  announced  that 
the  society's  rooms  would  be  closed  after  Friday 
(July  31)  until  the  Saturday  after  Bank  Holiday, 
and  that  there  would  be  no  meeting  next  Wednesday. 
The  subject  of  the  evening,  "Hooks,"  was  opened 
by  Mr.  Colquhoun  Kemp  with  a  rendering  of  an 
extract  from  an  old  book  of  Wynkin  de  Worde, 
containing  most  explicit  directions,  by  Dame 
Juliana  Berners,  for  the  making  of  fish-hooks.  The 
speaker  followed  this  up  with  a  full  description  of 
modern  modes,  illustrated  by  a  number  of  carefully 
arranged  specimens,  from  which  he  showed  the 
points  to  be  observed  and  their  manufacture  and 
choice  for  the  capture  of  the  various  kinds  of  fish  ; 
length  of  shank,  description  of  barb,  temper,  and 
finish,  were  all  noticed.  The  discussion  was  taken 
up  and  continued  by  Messrs.  Bates,  Pakes,  Summers, 
Minchin,  Read,  Clarke,  and  others,  much  attention 
being  given  to  the  best  modes  of  attaching  the 
hooks,  choice  of  gut,  etc.  Mr.  Kemp  replied, 
and  received  the  usual  vote  of  thanks. — Hon. 
Reporter. 


THE  FISHINO  GAZETTE 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard  presided  on  Tuesday'  last. 
A  fine  tray  of  large  chub,  about  lllb.,  was  exhibited 
by  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox.  part  of  a  much  larger  catch 
taken  by  him  at  Wargrave.  Mr.  Taylor  reported 
smelt  fishing,  with  a  certain  amount  of  success,  at 
Southend.  Mr.  Maynard,  fishing  the  Kennet,  had 
taken  a  considerable  quantity  of  roach  and  perch, 
this  last  gentlemen  also  giving  interesting  par- 
ticulars of  his  recent  fishing  in  France,  where,  on 
one  occasion,  with  only  primitive  tackle  and 
without  a  running  line,  he  had  taken  some  very 
fine  carp,  some  of  them  about  61b.  or  more  in 
weight. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  presided  on  Tuesday  last. 
Several  members  who  are  on  their  holidays  have 
sent  reports,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Mr. 
Borthwick,  who  has  had  capital  sport  with  the  trout 
in  Scotland.  Mr.  Hay  ward,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Buckingham,  visited  Devonshire,  but  the  weather 
there  has  been  quite  against  good  baskets  being 
made.  Messrs.  Basten  and  Norman  paid  a 
visit  to  Newhaven.  but  the  bad  weather  fairly 
beat  them  —  good  sailors  as  they  are.  In 
spite  of  the  uncongenial  weather  the  Chess  has 
fished  well,  Mr.  Saunders  taking  a  brace ;  Mr. 
Chasteney,  a  brace  ;  and  F.  E.  Eldred,  two  brace  of 
splendid  trout.  Mr.  Gill  visited  Hertford  and  had 
a  very  mixed  bag,  consisting  of  roach,  perch,  chub, 
and  trout.  The  chairman  appealed  to  members 
who  have  spare  tackle  to  forward  it  to  the  Gresham 
headquarters  for  the  use  of  convalescent  anglers 
who  are  staying  at  seaside  resorts  through  the  agency 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Societv.  All  articles 
received  will  be  forwarded  to  the  A.B.S. — -Hon.  Sec. 
HiGHBtTBY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  occupied  the  chair  on 
J uly  29,  when  certain  recommendations  of  the  com- 
mittee relative  to  the  Barford  Fishery  were  adopted. 
Mr.  H.  Dunn,  by  careful  fishing,  has  taken  some 
good  fish  from  our  Kennet  water — dace  of  13Joz., 
12oz.,  lOJoz.,  lOoz..  lOoz..  and  numbers  from  this 
downward  ;  roach  of  very  fine  class,  best,  lib.  llfoz. 
In  addition  to  the  above  he  has  creeled  trout  up  to 
21b.  Mr.  Whitbread  has  recorded  bream  up  to 
31b.  4Joz,  Mr.  Berry,  barbel  from  the  Thames,  Mr. 
G.  Rayner,  perch,  Mr.  J.  Potter,  a  number  of  roach 
up  to  l^lb.,  from  our  Barford  Fishery,  and  Mr. 
Scholefield,  many  chub,  roach,  etc.,  from  the 
Thames.— G.  W. 

PiscATOEiAL  Society. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  was  in  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting.  Reference  was  made  to  the  annual  summer 
dinner,  held  at  the  society's  headquarters,  Newbury, 
on  the  previous  Saturday,  and  on  all  hands  it  was 
agreed  that  the  function  had  been  most  enjoyable 
in  every  way.  With  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  the  vice- 
president,  in  the  chair,  this  could  hardly  have  been 
otherwise.  Many  members  spoke  of  the  vastly 
improved  state  of  the  Lambourn  and  the  splendid 
condition  of  the  trout  and  grayling  in  the  water. 
Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters  had  several  trout  from  this 
fishery,  including  a  brace  weighing  21b.  12oz.  Other 
members  and  friends  also  had  fish. — -Hon.  Sec. 


THE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  SHIELD 
COMPETITION. 


First  Round,  1903-4. 

At  Henley,  Carlton,  311b.  15|^oz.,  beat  Prince  of 
Wales.  311b.  14Joz. ;  also  at  Henley.  Bostonians, 
27Ib.  6Joz.,  beat  Hammersmith,  151b.  13oz. ;  at 
Wargrave,  Eagle,  161b.,  beat  Phcsnix,  91b.;  at 
Langley,  Golden  Barbel,  31b.  13|oz.,  beat  Trout 
Ramblers,  21b.  lOoz. ;  at  Cheshunt,  St.  John's, 
3oz.,  beat  Albion  Brothers,  2|oz. ;  at  Sunbury, 
Westminster,  21b.  9oz.,  beat  Balham  Piscatorials, 
21b.  loz.  ;  at  Ware,  Good  Intent,  461b.  12Joz.,  beat 
Stepney,  301b.  lOoz.  ;  at  Hatfield  Peveril,  West  Ham 
Brothera,  491b.  lloz.,  beat  Brunswick  Brothers, 
291b.  9oz.  The  referees  were  Messrs.  B.  Abrahams, 
F.  A.  Gray,  A.  McLachlan,  A.  Durrant,  R.  Adamson, 
J.  J.  Frei,  W.  Argent,  and  F.  Newton. 

In  connection  with  the  above  competition  there 
is  a  prize  for  the  heaviest  individual  take  during  the 
competition,  and  also  a  prize  for  the  best  specimen 
fish.  Mr.  F.  Vale,  West  Ham  Brothers,  had  largest 
take  of  231b.  7oz.  Mr.  W.  Maybury,  Good  Intent, 
best  fish,  roach,  lib.  ojoz.  The  total  weight  of  the 
winning  and  losing  clubs  was  3001  b.  3^oz. 

Individual  takes  of  lOlb.  and  over  : — F.  Vale, 
West  Ham  Brothers,  231b.  7oz.,  bream  and  roach, 
from  the  Chelmer ;  Heffer,  Carlton,  121b.  lOJoz., 
roach,  from  the  Thames ;  F.  Bolding,  Stepney, 
101b.  loz.,  roach,  from  the  Lea;  W.  Osment,  Good 
Intent,  121b.  I  Joz.,  roach,  from  the  Lea  ;  J.  Moffatt, 
Good  Intent,  101b.  14oz.,  roach,  from  the  Lea;  and 
H.  Dutton,  Good  Intent,  lllb.  SJoz.,  roa«h,  from 
the  Lea.  F.  A,  Gray,  Hon.  Sec,  to  Shield. 
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betters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


DOVE  DALE  AND  "THE  IZAAK  WALTON." 

Dear  Sir, — I  write  a  line  regretfully,  and  with  a 
slight  touch  of  envy,  to  tell  you  that  I  have  just 
learnt  that  the  good  friend  whom  in  my  "  Dove 
Dale  Revisited"  I  ventured  to  designate  "The 
Master"  is  once  again  on  that  ancient  warpath. 
The  regret  and  envy  hinted  at  above  arise  only 
because  I  am  not  there  too — for  I  know  what  a 
delightful  place  it  is  just  at  this  season.  Remember- 
ing the  very  high  standard  of  education  at  which  both 
trout  and  grayling  have  reached  both  in  the  Dove 
and  the  Manifold,  it  is  pleasant  to  learn  that  "  The 
Master"  has  fully  justified  the  name  I  gave  him. 
His  takes  have  not  been  large,  but  it  is  much  to 
his  credit  that  he  has  taken  any — nine  or  ten  brace, 
including  some  pounders,  in  two  or  three  days  is 
certainly  a  record  to  be  proud  of,  and  is  a  proof  that 
the  fish  are  there  and  only  want  catching. 

I  am  also  delighted  to  hear  that  since  my  walk 
down  the  Date  from  Hartington  last  autumn  the 
weirs  have  been  repaired,  and  Mr.  Hall  has  put  in 
order  the  fish  hatchery,  which  when  I  saw  it  was 
in  a  disgraceful  state  of  dilapidation.  It  is  now 
being  made  good  use  of. 

I  am  also  very  pleased  to  learn  that  the  owner 
has  now  thrown  open  the  footpath  up  to  the  Walton 
and  Cotton  Fishing  House,  which  when  I  was  there 
was  closed — a  circumstance  which  drew  from  me 
a  mild  remonstrance.  I  am  sure  many  a  pilgrim, 
and  especially  many  an  angler,  will  bless  him. — 
Yours  faithfully,        "  The  Amateur  Angler." 


THE  BANN. 
Dear  Me.  Mabston, — I  am  content  to  leave  the 
question  as  to  who  has  been  right  and  who  has  been 
wrong  in  the  matter  of  this  storm  in  a  tea-cup  to 
the  verdict  of  your  readers. — Yours  truly, 

Augustus  Grimble. 


THE  ERNE. 

Sir, — Mr.  Grimble's  account  of  the  beautiful  Irish 
Erne  is  at  once  very  interesting  and,  I  believe,  very 
accurate,  but  I  am  told  that  the  fishing  on  Lough 
Erne  is  now  no  longer  "  entirely  free,"  far  from  it, 
and  indeed  when  I  last  dapped  it  from  Castle- 
caldwell  my  boatman  pointed  out  certain  shores 
which  we  could  not  approach  without  risk  of  being 
warned  off  the  water.  And  that  is  nearly  twenty 
years  ago  now.  But  the  trout  fishing  of  the  river 
was  quite  free  in  my  time — at  least,  a  free  ticket 
was  to  be  had  for  the  asking  at  the  fishery  office, 
though  now  I  see  it  runs  20s.  a  week. — Yours  truly, 

Athlone.  Mona. 


CURRANTS  AS  A  BAIT  FOR  ROACH. 

Dear  Sib, — I  do  not  know  whether  this  may  be 
a  novelty  for  any  of  your  readers,  but  fishing  in  the 
local  canal  for  roach,  when  they  seemed  to  have 
seen  eaough  of  both  paste  and  wheat,  I  have  twice 
lately  offered  them  a  change  in  the  shape  of  fresh 
currants,  both  white  and  red,  and  caught  fish 
immediately,  so  it  may  be  worth  trying  in  English 
waters.  Ttie  bream  are  now  coming  on,  and  have 
already  been  caught  up  to  51b.,  a  French  angler  and 
yours  truly  each  getting  a  fish  of  that  respectable 
size.  Bream,  if  in  good  condition,  as  mine  was,  are 
really  excellent  eating  if  carefully  prepared  over- 
night by  cleaning,  scaling,  taking  out  back  and 
breast  bones,  leaving  two  big  fillets  soaking  in 
vinegar  all  nisht.  Served  in  this  way,  and  baked 
with  some  butter  and  chopped  parsley,  or  a  good 
gravy,  they  are  "  marvellous  daynteous  meate." 
They  will  not  look  at  a  worm  in  the  canal  in 
question,  but  are  taken  on  paste,  cr^ed  wheat, 
gentles,  and  often  on  a  nice  little  bit  of  crust. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  July  28. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY'S 
GENERAL  MEETING. 

Dear  Sir,  — The  above  was  held  at  Tolmers 
Square  lusticute  on  Monday  (July  27),  and  though 
the  first  of  its  kind  for  over  twenty  years,  the 
attendance  proved  most  disappoiotiog.  Whether 
the  committee  should  augur  from  this  that  the 
members  are  confident  to  leave  matters  entirely 
in  their  hands,  or  take  it  as  evidence  of  flagging 
interest  in  the  society,  is  doubtful,  but  the  fact 
remains  that  out  of  a  membership  of  practically 
two  thousand,  less  than  fifty  deemed  it  worth  while 
to  attend. 

In  the  much  regretted  but  unavoidable  absence 
of  the  president  and  vice-presidents,  Mr.  Frei 
(South  London  A.S.)  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and 
though  the  attendance  was  small  the  spirited  dis- 
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cussions  showed  that  "those  present  took  a  keen 
interest  in  the  conduct  of  the  society. 

The  secretary  opened  with  a  most  exhaustive 
statement  of  the  past  ten  years'  work,  from  which 
it  appears  that  some  £2200  has  been  voted  to 
necessitous  members,  while  seventy-two  letters 
have  been  issued  enabling  convalescents  to  go  to 
the  seaside  for  three  weeks  entirely  free  of  expense. 
The  balance  in  hand  amounts  to  £756,  the  bulk  of 
the  income  for  the  year  ending  April  next  having 
been  received,  while  only  about  one-tenth  of  the 
expenditure  has  had  to  be  met.  The  member- 
ship this  year  was  seventy-six  in  advance  of 
the  same  period  last  year.  Satisfactory  as  the 
figures  appear,  the  secretary  warned  the  members 
against  undue  elation — the  membership  is  still 
lamentably  small  (1904),  there  being  a  gain  of 
only  284  in  ten  years,  eighty-seven  of  which 
accrued  last  year.  The  proceeds  of  donation  boxes 
are  now  much  lower  than  eight  or  nine  years  back, 
when  with  a  smaller  membership  they  averagsd 
£126  per  annum  against  £98  in  1902,  although  far 
more  boxes  had  been  issued.  The  private  donations, 
too,  show  a  great  falling  oii  from  sums  of  £16,  £19, 
and  £22  per  annum  in  the  past  down  to  £3  6s. 
at  present.  Competitions  had  remained  fairly 
constant,  having  averaged  £55  per  annum.  To 
sum  up  there  had  been  a  gain  in  cash  at  bank  of  just 
£200  in  eight  years,  of  which  £100  was  attributable 
to  a  legacy.  He  urged  on  members  the  importance 
of  progress.  A  society  which  merely  maintained 
its  position  could  not  be  said  to  flourish,  and  had 
the  applications  for  relief  during  the  last  three  years 
been  as  numerous  as  previously  usual  a  diminished 
balance  would  have  resulted.  A  very  satisfactory 
feature  was  the  increase  in  the  number  of  life  mem- 
bers from  fourteen  to  fifty-seven.  He  reiterated 
the  importance  of  club  secretaries  and  members 
generally  doing  all  they  could  to  increase  the 
number  of  subscribers,  as  in  that  lay  the  true 
success  of  the  society.  Further,  they  were  not  to 
imagine  they  were  asked  to  give  more  than  they 
could  spare,  which  would  not  be  true  benevolence, 
and  in  giving  now  they  were  but  making  provision 
against  the  time  when  they  could  no  longer  do  so. 

A  discussion  followed  on  the  desirability  of  holding 
a  general  meeting  annually,  which  it  was  resolved 
to  do  by  twenty-eight  votes  to  three.  Other 
matters  touched  on  were  the  control  of  the  com- 
mittee of  competitions  and  the  distribution  of 
leaflets  explaining  the  work  of  the  society,  both  of 
which  it  appeared  the  committee  had  dealt  with 
some  time  since. 

The  meeting  closed  with  hearty  votes  of  thanks 
to  the  committee  for  their  past  efforts,  and  to  the 
chairman  for  presiding  that  evening. — Yours  truly, 

Hon.  Repobtee. 


FISHING  AND  PHOTOGRAPHY  COMBINED. 

Dear  Sie, — ^Having  a  couple  of  cameras,  I  would 
like  to  ascertain  where  I  can  combine  the  two  arts, 
fishing  and  photography,  on  a  ten  days'  holiday  for 
self  and  two  boys ;  coarse  fishing,  with  a  good 
prospect  of  pike,  preferred.  Any  information  will 
be  gladly  received. — Yours  truly, 

66,  Greenside,  Droylsden,  R.  M.  Dowell^ 

Manchester. 


TO  PRESERVE  SHRIMPS  FOR  BAIT. 

Dear  Sib, — Kindly  let  me  know  through  the 
Fishing  Gazette  what  is  the  cheapest  and  best  way 
to  preserve  shrimps  for  salmon  fishing. — Yours 
truly,  E.  A.  Walsh. 

Tramore,  Co.  Waterford. 

[Prawns  do  best  preserved  in  glycerine.  It  does 
not  disgust  fish  as  the  smell  of  formalin  seems  to 
do.— Ed.] 

RE  "THE  GREEN  CHARM." 

Dear  Sir, — If  Mr.  J.  C.  Blanchford,  Perthshire, 
will  send  me  his  exact  address,  I  will  send  him  the 
Green  Charm  in  either  double  or  single  hooks,  and 
any  sizes.  Nos.  8,  9,  and  10,  double  irons,  are  the 
favourites  up  Braemar  way  and  on  the  King's 
water. — Yours  truly,  G.  M.  Mackay. 

The  Sportsman's  Depot, 

50,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen. 

FLY  FISHING  NEAR  WARWICK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  would  tell  me  whether  there  is 
any  fly  fishing  anywhere  within  easy  distance  of 
Warwick,  and  if  there  is  a  club,  and  where  I  can 
get  information  concerning  it. — Yours  faithfully, 
C.  Reginald  Tetley. 


FISHING  NEAR  DOLGELLY. 

Dear  Sib,- — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  about  the  trout  fishing  at  and 
near  Arthog  (near  Dolgelly). — Yours  faithfully, 

Reading.  B.  S. 


LUG-WORMS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sie, — I  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
July  25  that  W.  Pope  is  enquiring  where  he  can 
obtain  a  quantitv  of  lug-worms.  I  beg  to  state 
that  I  can  suoply  any  quantity  if  he  will  send 
address,  etc. — Yours  truly,     John  Fairclough. 

71,  Sandy-road,  Seafortb,  Liverpool. 

Dear  Sir, — I  always  obtain  my  "  lug  "  from 
Peacock,  Fisherman,  Sea  House  Cottage,  Southwick, 
Sussex;  he  will  send  it  by  rail  or  post.  Or,  if  I 
am  on  the  Essex  coast,  of  Brooks.  4,  Albert-road, 
Southend.  Mr.  Pope  cannot  do  better  than  try  the 
Shoreham  lug,  it  is  large  and  clean. — Yours  truly. 
Junior  Piscatorial. 


ROACH  OR  BREAM  FISHING  NEAR 
AUDLEY  END  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  grateful  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  give  me  particulars  as  to  the 
best  roach  or  bream  fishing  to  be  had  at  Audley 
End,  Essex,  or  nearest.  Any  information  would  be 
much  appreciated. — Yours  faithfully, 

E.  Hasleb. 


SCALES  OF  THE  BLEAK,  ETC. 

Deab  Sib,— Mr.  H.  G.  Seeley,  F.R.S..  in  his 
important  work  on  the  "Fresh-water  Fishes  of 
Europe,"  published  1886,  refers  (page  234)  to  the 
scales  of  the  bleak  being  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  artificial  pearls,  and  also  to  "Essence  d'Orient," 
made  from  such  scales.  Can  you  inform  me  where 
these  scales  or  the  "Essence  d'Orient"  can  be 
obtained  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
truly,  E.  J.  C. 

[Sorry  I  cannot  help  "E.  J.  C."  ;  I  believe  the 
"  Essence  "  can  be  obtained  in  Paris. — Ed,] 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  IN  AUGUST. 

Deab  Sib, — If  your  correspondent  "Sprat" 
cares  to  write  me,  I  am  sure  I  will  enable  him  to 
get  what  he  desires. — Yours  truly. 

706,  Dalmarnock-road,        Campbell  Kippen. 
Glasgow. 


GOOD  RIVER  FISHING  WANTED  NEAR 
SEASIDE. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  of  any  good  river  fishing  near  seaside 
resort  on  south-western  or  east  coast  by  day  ticket 
or  otherwise,  near  Scarborough  or  Teignmouth  for 
preference  ?  Also  information  as  to  private  ac- 
commodation would  be  much  appreciated. — Yours 
faithfully,  C.  Nicol. 

55,  Queen's-road,  Green  Lanes,  N. 


SEA  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  can  give  me  particulars  of  sea  fishing 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  also  if  there  is  any  coarse 
fishing  for  jack,  etc.  I  contemplate  spending  the 
first  part  of  September  at  Shanklin,  and  shall  be 
grateful  for  any  information. — Yours  faithfully, 

Henry  Slateb. 

P.S. — Where  can  I  procure  the  B.S.A.S.  "Pocket 
Book  "  you  mentionea  last  week  ? 

[For  information  re  B.S.A.S.  "Pocket  Book" 
apply  Secretary,  4,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.G. — Ed.] 

FISHING  NEAR  EPSOM  AND  MARGATE. 

Deab  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
if  there  is  any  fishing  to  be  had  round  Epsom  and 
Margate  ?  Is  latter  place  any  good  for  sea  fishing  ? 
— Yours  truly,  L.  Stevenson. 


FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND,  IRELAND, 
OR  WALES. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  the  address  of  any  farmhouses  or  other  inexpen- 
sive quarters  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  even  Wales 
(Scotland  preferred),  where  I  can  obtain  accommo- 
dation, with  fairly  good  trout  fishing,  at  a  moderate 
cost,  in  loch  or  river  within  easy  distance  from  the 
house  for  about  three  weeks  or  a  month  in  August 
and  September.  Any  further  information  would  be 
much  appreciated. — Yours  truly,  L.  S".  D. 

FISHING  AT  TORQUAY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Novice  "  in  your  issue 
of  July  25,  very  fair  bass  and  pollack  fishing  is  to 
be  had  during  August  and  September  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Torquay.  The  favourite  spots  are  the 
Thatchir  and  other  rocky  islets  near  the  shores  of 
the  bay,  and  Berry  Head,  and  I  am  informed, 
though  I  have  never  tried  it  myself,  very  good  sport 
may  be  obtained  off  the  Brixham  Pier,  distant  about 
half  an  hour  by  rail  from  Torquay.  The  cost  of 
boat  and  man  is  from  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  an  hour,  less  by 
the  day. — Yours  truly,  Torquay. 


BEST  TACKLE  FOR  PERCH  FISHING  IN 
A  POND. 

Sib, — Could  you,  through  your  valuable  paper, 
let  me  know  the  best  bait,  size  of  hook,  and  method 
of  fishing  in  pond  for  perch  up  to  101b.  ?  Depth  of 
pond  from  2ft.  to  8ft.— Yours  truly,  Angler. 


"TO  ERIN'S  ISLE." 

Dear  Sir, — The  interesting  and  able  article 
which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  July  11,  signed 
E.  F.  Goodwin,  compels  me  to  make  a  few  remarks. 
I  am  delighted  to  have  Lough  Mask  better  known, 
and  reeret  Mr.  Goodwin  had  not  as  good  sport  at 
the  Ballinrobe  end  of  the  lake  as  he  had  the  year 
previous,  and  that  he  did  not  make  the  acquaintance 
of  some  of  the  big  trout  that  should  locate  there. 
T  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Goodwin  did  not  investigate 
the  difference  and  falling  off  of  the  fishing  there,  and 
get  his  information  from  some  reliable  source, ''such 
as  the  R.I.C.  at  Ballinrobe,  or  the  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Lough  Mask  Fishing  Club  at  Clonbur,  who  would 
supply  him  gratis,  and  not  get  it  from  unreliable 
boatmen,  who  attribute  the  bad  fishing  there  to 
wind  and  weather.  If  Mr.  Goodwin  turned  some 
of  his  talents  to  getting  the  information  required, 
and  helped  to  stop  the  wholesale  netting  at  the 
Ballinrobe  end  of  the  lake,  and  the  hotel  keepers 
and  the  owners  of  other  lodging-houses  who  have 
started  accommodation  since  the  preservation  of 
the  lakes  and  tributaries  was  started,  in  1895,  to 
subscribe  and  help  the  association,  which  has  been 
instrumental  in  improving  the  sport  and  bringing 
anglers  to  fish  and  spend  money  from  various  parts 
of  England,  it  might  have  the  desired  effect. 

No  doubt  the  prosperity  of  the  district  maybe 
largely  furthered  by  fostering  its  attractions  as  a 
fishing  resort.  It  is  obviously  to  the  general 
interest  that  no  effort  should  be  spared  which  has 
this  object  in  view;  this  cannot  be  carried  out 
successfully  without  funds.  There  are  22,000  acres 
of  water  in  Lough  Mask,  with  fourteen  spawning 
rivers  running  up  the  mountains  at  the  Clonbur  end 
of  the  lake.  Water-bailiffs,  numbering  sixteen,  have 
been  appointed  by  the  Lough  Mask  Fishing  Club, 
at  a  cost  of  £50  a  year,  but  the  baiHffs  are  in- 
sufficiently paid,  owing  to  want  of  funds  ;  it  would 
take  at  least  £100  a  year  to  preserve  the  lake  and 
rivers  fairly  well. 

The  former  sum  is  what  the  Lough  Mask  Fishing 
Club  collected  last  year,  and  only  that  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  and  the  Agricultural  Board 
of  Ireland  contributed  £12  each  to  help  the 
association,  half  the  spawning  rivers  would  be 
unprotected.  No  doubt  the  police  have  given 
great  assistance  to  the  water-bailiffs  during  close 
seasons,  and  several  convictions  have  taken  place. 

All  the  water-bailiffs  live  near  the  spawning 
rivers,  and  as  there  are  ten  to  twelve  miles  of  water 
between  them  and  the  Ballinrobe  end  of  the 
lough,  they  could  not  very  well  stop  the  unbridled 
poaching  and  wholesale  netting  carried  on  where 
Mr.  Goodwin  fished  from  (nine  nets  seized  by  water- 
bailiffs  there  last  year,  and  one  conviction  at  Ballin- 
robe). The  police  of  that  town  have  a  prosecution 
coming  on  presently  ;  they  seized  the  very  month 
Mr.  Goodwin  was  fishing  there  five  set  nets,  two 
hauling  nets,  and  captured  two  poachers  with  a  lot 
of  trout,  ranging  from  lib.  to  6|lb. 

The  boatmen  there  knew  all  this,  and  forgot  to 
give  this  valuable  information  to  Mr.  Goodwin. 
The  District  Inspector  of  Police  stationed  at  Ballin- 
robe will  bear  me  out  by  reference  to  him. 

On  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Alexander  Martin, 
J.P.,  Curramore,  Ballinrobe,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Lough  Mask  Association,  on  June  15  last  the 
association  appointed  a  water-bailiff,  named  William 
Thibin,  for  that  end  of  the  lough  at  a  remuneration 
of  £6  a  year  to  help  the  R.I.C.  of  Ballinrobe.  This 
newly  appointed  water-bailiff  lives  exactly  where 
Mr.  Goodwin  takes  his  boat.  Notwithstanding  all 
this,  not  one  of  the  hotel  keepers  at  Ballinrobe, 
nor  any  of  the  anglers  fishing  from  their  hotels, 
have  subscribed  one  shilling  towards  the  Lough 
Mask  Association,  of  which  Mr.  F.  C.  Boucher, 
solicitor,  Rochester,  is  president,  and  any  further 
information  will  be  gladly  given  by  him. 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Goodwin  that  all  small 
trout  should  be  put  back,  and  it  is  part  of  the  rules 
of  the  Lough  Mask  Club  that  all  trout  under 
9in.  should  not  be  killed.  For  Mr.  Goodwin's 
information  I  am  the  only  hotel  proprietor  who  is 
a  member  connected  with  the  Lough  Mask  Fishing 
Association,  and  I  have  the  rules  of  the  club  in 
printed  matter  hung  up  in  the  smoke-room  of  my 
hotel  for  the  information  of  visitors.  I  beg,  Mr. 
Editor,  to  apologise  for  the  length  of  this  letter, 
and  remain  faithfully  yours, 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  John  A.  Joyce,  J.P. 
Clonbur,  Ireland. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishino  Gazbttk  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Kailway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishino  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10*  6d. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    6*.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2*.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  suinaiu 

subscription,  including  postage   12».  M 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    16  0 

Small  advertisements  5».  per  Inch  of  single  colnmn  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  mtist  arrive  not  later  tha/n  tioo  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Abvertisbment  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Power's  "Claret  Spinner." 

Without  knowing  it  I  have  often  blessed  Mr.  E. 
J.  Power.  For  many  years  a  fly  which  I  have  had 
better  sport  with  both  for  trout  and  grayling  than 
almost  any  other  was  a  "  Claret  Spinner,"  dressed 
away  from  the  orthodox  dressing — namely,  with  a 
black  hackle  under  a  starling  wing,  claret  bodv,  and 
black  whisks.  I  got  the  fly  from  Mr.  Geo.  Holland. 
29,  The  Sijuare,  Winchester,  originally,  as  far  as  I 
remember,  and  have  very  often  recommended  it, 
and  am  never  without  a  supply  in  my  fly-book  or 
box.  The  other  day  Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss,  of 
23,  First-street,  Walton-street,  S.W.,  sent  me  some 
exquisite  split-wing  dry-fly  patterns  of  the  Ohve 
Quill,  Yellow  Dun.  and  Red  Spinner,  as  well  as 
some  of  my  favourite  httle  "  Claret  Spinners,"  and 
asked  me  the  name,  as  I  had  given  him  the  dressing. 
I  then  remembered  that  when  he  called  some  time 
ago  he  said  he  should  like  to  dress  a  few  flies  for 
me,  and  I  gave  him  the  dressing  of  this  pattern  but 
not  the  name,  as  I  have  never  known  exactly  what 
to  call  it,  as  it  is  not  the  regular  dressing  of  the 
"Claret  Spinner."  So  I  sent  one  to  Mr.  Geo. 
Holland  and  ordered  a  dozen  (which  came  bv  return 
of  post,  2s.  7d.),  and  asked  if  he  knew  whose 
dressing  it  was,  and  he  says  in  reply  that  it  is  Mr. 
E.  J.  Power's  pattern. 

With  the  memory  of  the  heavy  baskets  of  trout, 
grayling,  and  dace  which  it  has  secured  for  me, 
sometimes  when  I  was  beaten  with  every  other 
fly.  I  raise  my  hat  to  Mr.  Power's  Claret  Spinner," 
and  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  acknowledge  my 
indebtedness. 

The  other  patterns  Mr.  Anstiss  sends  are.  of 
course,  prime  favourites  with  all  dry-fly  men,  and 
better  examples  of  the  art  of  fly  making  I  never 
saw.  Mr.  Anstiss  must  be  entertaining  an  angel  of 
a  fly  maker  unawares.  With  these  four  patterns, 
dressed  on  hooks  from  000  up  to  No.  1,  the  hooks 
are  right— a  blue  steel  sneck  bend.  I  don't  share 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  hate  of  the  japanned  hook,  but  I 
do  prefer  the  blue  steel  to  the  black  japanned  or 
the  bronzed  for  small  trout  flies. 


"Tup's  Indispensable. '■'- 

"Val  Conson"  kindly  replies  to  my  query  as 
follows : — 

"Dear  Marston, — In  reply  to  your  query  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  1  as  to  the  dressing  of 
'Tup's  Indispensable,'  I  may  tell  you  that  to  the  best 
of  my  belief  the  dressing  has  never  been  made 
public.  It  is  the  patent  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Austen,  of 
19,  Gold-street,  Tiverton.  On  the  Frome  this  year 
the  trout  have  gone  silly  over  it,  and  it  has  had 
great  success  elsewhere.  Even  sewin  have  taken  it 
fished  dry  on  000  hooks,  and  astonishing  baskets 
of  them  have  been  taken  with  it  in  North  Wales 
The  spelling  is  'Tup's,'  not  '  Tupp's.' 

"  Mr.  Austen  has  another  new  patent  fly,  which 
he  calls  the  Summer  Brown,  and  be  says  it  is  for 
the  present  time  of  year  even  more  fatal  on  the 
Exe  than  Tup's.  He  wants  it  tried  on  other  rivers. 
It  is  suitable  for  rivers  where  the  small  perlidfe  are 
thick.— Yours  truly,  "Val  Conson. 


I  have  also  to  thank  two  or  three  correspondents 
for  reminding  me  that  this  fly  is  dressed  by  that 
very  clever  builder  of  flies,  Mr.  Austen,  of  Tiverton, 
also  for  samples  of  it.  I  do  not  know  what  fly  it 
is  intended  to  represent,  but  the  common  house 
fly  has  some  resemblance  at  times. 

The  Border  Streams. 
From  the  Newcastle  Chronicle  of  July  30  I  see 
that  sport  has  been  good  in  the  charming  Border 
Country : — 

"  Anglers  on  the  Borders  have  been  having  good 
sport  during  the  past  few  days.  The  streams  have 
been  in  good  condition  for  fishing,  and  some  good 
baskets  have  been  obtained.  Mr.  Gow,  Thorning- 
ton  House,  using  fly,  caught  twenty-four  trout  on 
the  Bowmont,  and  Mn  Wm.  Stoddart,  fishing  on 
the  Twizell,  secured  a  splendid  basket  of  eighteen. 
Mr.  Wm.  Robson  obtained  seventeen  on  the 
Carham  water  with  the  fly,  while  Mr.  Henderson, 
of  Milkington,  and  Mr.  Faucus,  of  South  Charlton, 
have  been  very  successful  on  the  Heiton  stream. 
Mr.  Jno.  Lee,  of  Wooler,  succeeded  in  landing 
fourteen  yellow  trout,  and  Dr.  Henderson  and  son, 
of  Coldstream,  report  fair  sport  on  the  Lees  water, 
their  heaviest  fish  scaling  31b."- 

Anglers  will  find  very  useful  information  about 
the  Border  Streams  in  the  price  lists  of  Mr.  W.  J. 
Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland,  and  Mr.  Murton. 
of  Newcastle.  I  hear  that  Mr.  Murton's  new 
premises  are  among  the  finest  of  the  kind  in  the 
country. 


"  Liar  !  "■ 

"P.  Wit"  had  better  look  out.  He  said  in  his 
dry-fly  notes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  recently 
that  you  "  can  handle  nettles  with  impunity  if  you 
put  your  hands  in  the  river  and  then  gather  your 
nettles."  He  adds,  "  They  cannot  sting  your  hands 
while  wet."  One  of  his  readers  sends  me  a  cutting 
from  the  Fishing  Gazette  referring  to  "P.  Wit's" 
"wrinkle"  with  these  words:  "I  tried  it  last 
night,  and  my  fingers  are  stinging  this  morning  !  " 
And  evidently  still  very  much'  "nettled,"  he  signs 
himself  "  Liar  !  "  in  large  letters ;  or  can  that  be 
intended  for  "P.  Wit"?  I  was  going  to  try 
"P.  Wit's"  dodge  myself,  only  I  thought  I  might 
as  well  wait  to  see  if  some  other  fellow  made  the 
experiment — glad  I  did. 

Reported  Suicide  or  an  American  Salmon. 
"Every  local  angler,"  says  the  Western  Graphic 
of  San  Francisco,  "has  heard  of  James  Watt,  the 
fly  casting  expert.  Mr.  Watt  reports  having  had 
some  excellent  sport,  trout  fishing,  near  the  head- 
waters of  the  Sacramento  river  last  month.  He 
tells  the  following  story  which  speaks  for  itself:— 
'  I  hooked  a  large  salmon  one  day  which  put  up  a 
great  fight,  and  I  was  very  anxious  to  land  my 
prize,  it  being  the  first  salmon  I  had  ever  taken 
from  this  river.  Well,  after  playing  it  for  quite  a 
while,  I  managed  to  get  the  fish  within  almost 
gaffing  distance,  when,  evidently  alarmed  at  my 
appearance,  it  darted  off  for  the  heavy  current, 
and  on  seeing  a  rock  that  was  projecting  f'om  the 
water,  it  made  one  desperate  lunge,  landed  on  the 
rock  head  first,  and  fell  back  into  the  river — dead. 
My  line  parted  as  the  fish  struck  the  rock,  and  I 
positively  felt  sad  at  heart.  Colonel  Keliehor,  who 
was  an  interested  spectator,  said  so  far  as  the 
salmon  was  concerned,  he  believed  it  to  be  a 
deliberate  case  of  suicide.'  " 


I  should  think  it  was  more  likely  to  be  an  acci- 
dent. I  know  a  first-rate  salmon  angler  who. 
when  fishing  the  Irish  Erne,  had  a  salmon  he  wa.s 
playing  jump  clean  over  a  wall  into  a  field,  t 
have  once  or  twice  had  salmon  which  I  believe 
would  have  jumped  ashore  on  the  opposite  bank  if 
I  had  put  less  strain  on. 


Fishing  Tackle  at  Deal. 
Mr.  H.  G.  Frost,  of  .54,  High -street,  Deal,  sends 
me  a  nicely  got  up  illustrated  list  of  all  kinds  of 
sea  rods,  reels,  and  tackle  generally  kept  in  stock 
by  him.  Visitors  to  Deal  should  make  a  note  of 
tliis»  R.  B.  Marston. 


IKELAND. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLINGj 

By  Augustus  Grimble, 

Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland, '2  etoj 


THE  CLAUDY  and   GWEEDORE,  COUNTY 
DONEGAL. 

The  first-named  river  is  by  far  the  better  of  the 
two,  and  in  former  days  has  yielded  some  remark- 
able takes.  Opening  on  Feb.  4  for  nets  and  rods 
(the  former  not  really  commencing  till  April  1),  the 
twine  cea^ses  to  be  piled  on  Aug.  20  and  the  rods  on 
Oct.  31.  The  reserved  angling  of  the  Claudy  con- 
sists of  some  five  miles  of  both  banks  in  which  there 
are  twenty-two  named  pools,  all  cast  from  the  bank 
■ndth  a  rod  of  from  14ft.  to  16ft.  Spring  fish  begin 
to  run  in  the  first  week  of  April,  the  grilse  foUo-wing 
early  in  June,  the  former  averaging  101b.  and  the 
latter  61b.  Thus,  April  and  May  are  the  best  for 
springers,  Jime  and  July  for  grilse,  with  August  and 
September  for  sea-trout.  The  gaff  may  not  be  used 
before  Aug.  15,  which  is  an  unusuaUy  late  date. 
Flies  range  from  medium  to  quite  small  size,  the 
favourites  being  Jock  Scott,  Fiery  Brown,  Claret, 
Black  and  Silver,  and  Grey  Monkey,  while  the  worm 
is  the  only  other  lure  that  is  taken.  Wet  weather, 
usually  plentiful,  suits  the  river  best,  a  flood  keeping 
it  in  order  for  fully  a  week.  In  the  good  times,  Mr. 
James  Mott  landed  twenty-four  fish  one  July  day, 
and  Mr.  Lee  Carpenter  had  days  of  twenty  and 
fifteen,  and  ai though  such  takes  are  not  to  be  made 
nowadays,  the  sport  the  Claudy  still  ofEers  is  not  to 
be  despised. 

In  1899  the  first  springer  was  taken  on  March  25  ; 
then,  on  April  29,  one  rod  had  three  fish  ;  May  22, 
one  rod  had  five  fish  ;  June  29,  four  rods  had  five 
fish  ;  July  4,  four  rods  had  twenty-eight  fish  ;  July 
11,  four  rods  had  fifteen  fish  ;  July  18,  four  rock 
had  eight  fi.sh  ;  Aug.  16,  three  rods  had  nine  fish  ; 
Sept.  18,  two  rods  had  nine  fish  ;  Sept.  28,  four  rods 
had  seventeen  fish.  And  altogether  113  fish  were 
caught  that  season. 

In  1900  General  Warren  had  twenty  fish  in  nine- 
teen days  ;  in  1901,  Captain  Pully  had  nineteen  in 
eleven  days.    Here  are  the  rules  of  the  fishery : — 

There  is  angling  for  salmon,  sea  and  bro-n-n  trout. 
Anglers  staying  at  Gweedore  Hotel  may  fish  for  sea 
or  brown  trout  on  the  lakes  and  a  part  of  the  Claudv 
free  of  charge.  For  salmon  angling  on  the  reserved 
portion  of  the  Claudy  tickets  may  be  had  on  the 
following  terms  : — 

April  and  May,  no  charge ;  June.  July,  and 
August,  10s.  per  day,  £2  10s.  per  week,  £9  per  month 
of  four  weeks.  Day  tickets  have  one  fish  free ; 
weekly  tickets  two :  and  monthly  tickets .  two  per 
week.  Reduced  rates  for  September ;  October  is 
free. 

Boats  on  the  lakes,  2s.  a  daj' ;  each  boatman, 
2s.  6d.  a  day. 

No  Sunday  fishing. 

Not  more  than  five  tickets  will  be  issued  for  any 
one  daj',  and  not  more  than  two  monthly  or  tliree 
i^eekly  wiU  be  issued  concurrent^,  and  they  will  be, 
distributed  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  applied 
for. 

All  salmon  beyond  what  the  angler  is  entitled  to 
keep  to  be. sent  to  the  ice-house  at  Bimbeg. 

The  hotel  tariff  is  63s.  a  week.    The  most  direct, 
route  to  Gweedore  is  i-id  Letterkenny  and  Fin- 
town.    Every  information,  including  the  takes  of  , 
the  last  season,  can  be  had  by  appMng  to  ilr.  A.  . 
Robertson,  the  manager,  and  before  starting  for 
"  weedore  it  is  ah\  ays  Anscr  to  vrvite  and  make  sure 
of  room  and  rod. 
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CORRIB,  OR  GALWAY  RIVER,  COUNTY 
GALWAY. 

Galway  is  but  126  miles,  and  about  four  and 
a  half  hours  by  the  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  from  Dublin,  and  anglers  who  are  able  to 
make  early  arrangements  can  often  get  fishing  on 
the  famous  Corrib  river  for  short  periods.  For  the 
past  twenty  years  the  netting  and  angling  have  been 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  T.  G.  P.  Hallett,  who  has  spared 
no  pains  to  improve  the  sport.  It  is  a  remarkable 
fishery,  as  the  whole  extent  does  not  exceed  500 
yards,  the  most  of  which  is  situated  right  in  the 
town,  with  the  walls  of  the  county  jail  rising  behind 
the  angler  from  the  fishing  path.  The  river  is  not 
over-netted,  for  each  season  it  is  calculated  that 
from  six  to  eight  thousand  fish  pass  the  weirs  and 
the  King's  Gap  into  Lough  Corrib.  Though  there 
are  two  inspectors  and  about  one  himdred  baihffs 
employed  in  the  protection  of  the  spawning  beds  of 
the  tributaries,  there  is  yet  a  good  deal  of  poaching, 
while  there  are  obstructions,  pollutions,  otters,  seals, 
and  sea-birds. 

The  Galway  rod  fishery  opens  on  Feb.  1  and 
closes  on  Sept.  30  ;  nets  begin  on  Feb.  16  and  cease 
on  Aug.  31.  A  rod  for  the  whole  season  is  £63  ; 
from  February  to  May  31,  £36  15s.  ;  from  June  1 
to  Sept.  30,  £36  15s.  By  day  in  February,  10s.  ; 
by  day  from  March  1  to  May  31,  15s.  ;  by  day  in 
June,  20s.  ;  by  day  in  July,  15s.  ;  by  day  in  August 
and  September,  10s.  Salmon  rod  licences  to  be 
taken  out  at  the  fishery  office,  20s. 

No  Sunday  fishing. 

Anglers  keep  all  trout  they  catch  and  one-third 
of  the  salmon. 

Whole  season,  half  season,  and  monthly  tickets 
transferable  to  a  member  of  the  holder's  family. 

In  case  of  iUness,  a  rod  may  be  transferred  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  fishery. 

Angling  may  be  by  bait  or  fly. 

No  fly  fishing  before  4  a.m. 

No  bait  fishing  before  9  a.m.,  to  end  at  6.30.  ;  fly 
may  then  be  used. 

Bait  fishing  is  excluded  from  certain  parts,  and 
no  wading  is  allowed  when  the  water  falk  below  a 
given  mark. 

GilUes,  5s.  a  day,  if  required.- 

All  salmon  caught  to  be  sent  at  once  to  the  fish 
house  and  weighed  ;  one-third  of  the  weight  to 
belong  to  the  angler.  Anglers  have  the  option  of 
taking  their  share  or  having  it  placed  to  their  credit, 
by  selHng  it  to  the  fishery  at  the  wholesale  price  of 
the  day. 

In  1899  the  three  heaviest  spring  fish  taken  by  the 
rods  were  35lb.,  281b.,  and  271b..  the  average  weight 
for  that  spring  being  141b.  In  1902.  Captain  Palmer 
killed  with  a  prawn  the  heaviest  ever  taken  here, 
42|lb.,  while  earUer  in  that  season  another  of  401b. 
and  several  of  301b.  were  captured.  The  summer 
and  autumn  run  consists  chiefly  of  grilse,  with  salmon 
intermixed,  and  when  the  river  is  in  good  ply  the 
numbers  taken  are  always  great.  In  1899  the 
largest  single  day  takes  "to  individual  rods  were 
twenty-one,  fifteen,  and  thirteen,  while  catches  of 
seven  and  eight  were  plentiful,  and  in  no  less  than 
forty  instances  were  seven  fish  and  upwards  got  by 
one  rod  in  one  day.  The  largest  take  in  a  week 
was  in  June,  132  fish  ;  in  July,  107  ;  in  August,  91  ; 
and  in  September,  112  ;  total  for  the  season,  1395  fish. 

Nearly  all  the  standard  flies  will  kill,  though 
naturally  the  native  tackle -makers  swear  by  their 
own  productions — very  neat  and  pretty  they  are, 
and  it  is  just  as  well  to  invest  in  some  Goldfinches 
and  other  patterns  from  the  hands  of  the  Lydon 
family — John  and  Mike  and  their  sons — who  between 
them  do  the  gilheing  of  the  water.  The  Goldfinches 
permit  of  much  variation.  The  favourites  are  the 
Claret  body.  Black  and  Yellow,  Green  and  Orange, 
Purple  and  Orange,  the  wing  in  all  cases  being  of 
canary  yellow,  fibres  of  dyed  swan,  with  four  or  five 
toppings  over  all  and  blue  macaw  feelers.  If  two 
or  three  Goldfinches  are  tried  in  vain,  it  is  usually  a 
sure  sign  that  it  is  all  up  with  the  fly  for  the  moment. 
The  prawn  or  shrimp  fishing  is  carried  on  with  small 
freshly-caught  and  freshly -boiled  prawns.  Those 
preserved  in  glycerine  are  not  of  much  use  except 
in  early  spring,  while  so  particular  are  the  Corrib 
fish  that  it  has  been  repeatedly  noticed  that  prawns 
which  have  been  cooked  the  day  before  being  used 
often  fail  to  kill  in  the  hands  of  the  most  expert 
bait  fishers,  while  others  coming  behind  them, 
though  not  so  skilful,  but  using  prawns  boiled  that 
same  morning,  take  fish  after  fish — a  strong  proof 
that  the  Corrib  fish  have  their  senses  of  taste  and 
smell  more  fully  developed  than  their  brethren  of 


the  Scotch  rivers,  who  are  cajoled  by  huge  prawns 
that  have  perhaps  been  bottled  up  in  glycerine  for 
two  or  three  years,  and  which  as  the  cork  is  removed 
give  forth  such  an  ancient  and  fish-hke  smell  as  to 
make  the  handling  of  them  anything  but  a  pleasure. 

The  orthodox  Galway  shrimp  tackle  consists  of 
but  one  hook  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length  ; 
the  point  is  inserted  near  the  tail  on  the  under  side 
and  brought  out  near  the  throat,  and  a  turn  or  two 
of  fine  orange  silk  makes  the  lure  last  longer.  The 
lure  is  leaded  according  to  the  depth  of  the  water, 
which  is  never  very  deep  as  the  shrimp  is  essen- 
tially a  low- water  lure.  These  freshly-boiled  Galway 
prawns  are  much  more  tender  than  the  larger  ones 
and  have  to  be  renewed  frequently,  often  after  a 
few  casts,  for  they  are  used  vrith  a  fly-rod  and  cast 
in  somewhat  the  same  way  as  the  fly.  I  have  often 
thought  that  the  substitution  of  a  Dee  spiiming-rod 
and  underhand  casting  would  make  this  tender  lure 
last  much  longer.  A  line  to  the  Superintendent, 
Fishery  Office,  Galway,  will  always  bring  the  angler 
any  further  information  he  may  want. 

The  Ballinahinch  fishery  I  shall  pass  by,  as  there 
is  not  now  so  much  water  at  the  disposal  of  the  public 
as  formerly.  From  the  tide  to  the  top  of  Lough 
Derryclare  is  let  on  lease.  Lough  Inagh  is  to  be  let 
as  a  whole,  and  thus  there  remains  to  the  hotel  at 
Recess  only  the  smaller  lakes  on  the  Galway  road. 
The  tariff  there  used  to  be  70s.  a  week,  and  what 
the  angling  charges  are  now  I  do  not  know.  A  line 
to  the  proprietor  wiU  soon  find  out,  while  the  lakes 
of  the  district  have  been  so  much  visited  and  written 
about  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  space  to  go  into 
them  closely. 

The  best  fiies  are  Black  Jay,  Jock  Scott,  Thunder 
and  Lightning,  Grey  Monkey,  and  Silver  Grey ; 
sizes  from  2-0  to  9  Limerick.  These  will  be  good  for 
all  the  Galway  lakes  and  rivers,  while  the  shrimp  is 
the  best  bait  lure.  All  through  the  coimty  sea-trout 
commence  running  about  the  middle  of  June  and 
continue  to  do  so  to  the  end  of  August.  FUes,  7  to 
11  size.  Blacks,  Blues,  Clarets,  Greys,  Ohves,  and 
Silvers. 

Not  very  far  from  Ballinahinch,  and  close  to  Cashel, 
is  the  Gowla  fishery,  the  river  falUng  into  the  east 
side  of  Birtenbury  Bay.  about  five  miles  from 
Ballinahinch  Station.  The  angling  is  carried  on 
from  the  comfortable  Zetland  Arms  Hotel,  to  which 
are  attached  many  lakes,  most  of  them  holding  sea- 
trout,  and  as  during  July,  August,  and  September 
there  is  seldom  a  vacant  boat,  anglers  will  do  well  to 
write  and  engage  one  before  arriving  at  the  Zetland 
Arms,  so  ably  managed  by  Mr.  .J.  .J.  O'Loghlen 
The  Gowla  river  is  about  three  miles  in  length,  and 
is  limited  to  three  rods  ;  though  there  is  a  certain 
number  of  salmon,  the  fishery  is  more  famed  for  its 
sea-trout,  of  which  large  bags  are  made  if  all  is  right 
with  the  weather.  The  Ballinahinch  flies  will  do, 
and  altogether  this  is  a  very  nice  place  in  which  any 
two  friends  should  spend  a  very  pleasant  time.  The 
charge  for  the  anghng  is  10s.  a  day,  or  50s.  a  week. 
Hotel  tariff',  10s.  a  day.  Anglers  keep  all  they 
catch. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FEOM  "'TWEENY'  DAYS." 


In  looking  through  the  always  pleasant  Daily's 
Magazine  of  Sports  and  Pastimes  for  August  we 
came  across  an  article  called  "'Tweeny'  Days," 
from  which  we  give  this  extract.  For  the  rest  of 
the  capital  article  and  the  meaning  of  "  Tweeny  " 
we  must  refer  our  readers  to  Baily  : — 

"Let  me  describe  (he  stretch  of  river  which  was 
at  my  disposal.  There  weie  three  pools  in  which 
palmon  might  be  taken,  and  above  them  were  a 
couple  of  miles  of  ideal  trouting  water,  made  up  of 
broken  stream,  d^ep  recesses  and  one  long  reach 
which  was  only  fishable  under  a  strong  breeze 
stirring  the  generally  placid  surface.  First,  for  the 
salmon  pools.  I  daresay  a  professor,  a  man  who 
lias  many  opportunities  of  tishing,  would  say  with 
peifect  justice  that  they  present  no  difficulties  and 
that  every  corner  in  each  is  easily  to  be  searched 
by  a  fly.  But  I  am  not  a  professor,  and,  as  my 
days  on  a  river  bank  are  few  and  far  between,  I 
liave  not  the  skill  and  aptitude  in  using  rod  and 
line  that  comes  of  much  practice.  The  pools, 
therefore,  have  to  me  their  several  difficulties,  in 
tellintr  of  which  I  shall  secure  the  sympathy  of 
many  lovers  of  sport  whose  powers  are  poorer  than 
their  will.  The  first  one  cannot  well  be  tackled 
from  the  bank,  so  a  couple  of  stout  planks  have 
been  laid  across  some  huge  stones  which  rise  from 
the  river's  bed.  Beneath  and  all  around  this 
narrow  platfornj  a  boiling  torrent  roars  and  surges. 


andi  when  one  is  standing  on  it  and  struggling  with 
a  salmon  rod,  there  is  an  ever-present  sensation 
that  the  least  overbalancing  will  deposit  the  fisher- 
man to  join  company  with  the  fish  in  the  deep 
cauldron  of  foaming  water  below.  Of  course  the 
place  is  really  as  safe  as  Piccadilly,  but  the  feet 
that  are  accustomed  to  the  '  plain  stanes  '  of  a  city 
feel  somewhat  astray  on  such  a  stance,  and,  if  there 
is  a  strong  and  pusty  wind  blowing,  there  are 
moments  when  equilibrium  is  a  little  uncertain.  I 
know  I  always  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  when  I  had 
conscientiously  fished  the  pool  and  had  returned  to 
the  main  land. 

"  The  second  pool  can  be  fished  in  the  greatest 
ease  and  comfort  from  the  grassy  bank  itself.  The 
space  behind  the  rod  is  wide  and  clear  and  there 
are  no  trees,  rocks  or  bushes.  There  is  therefore 
no  danger  of  entangling  a  line  or  breaking  a  hook, 
and  the  greatest  duffer  may  let  out  as  many  yardi 
as  he  can  deliver  with  any  approach  to  a.curacy. 
The  current  is  strong  and  even,  and  a  fly  can  be 
worked  at  the  end  of  a  straight  line  in  a  seductive 
way  from  the  spot  where  it  drops  in  the  water  till 
it  has  come  home  to  the  hither  bank.  But,  and  it 
is  a  very  important  '  but,'  there  is  a  certain  half- 
submerged  rock  which  rises  at  a  critical  point  in 
the  stream,  and  is  a  veritable  trap  for  the  unwary 
man  who  thinks  that  his  operations  are  to  be 
carried  on  altogether  without  let  or  hindranca.  It 
has  a  fietidish  and  fatal  attraction  for  the  fly,  and, 
as  F.  tells  in  warning  tones,  it  has  caught  and  held 
more  flies  than  any  other  rock  in  the  liver.  Even 
he  confesses  to  have  been  often  defeated  by  it  and 
to  have  parted  with  cherished  casts  before  he  could 
get  clear ;  and  he  left  the  impression  on  my  mind 
that,  if  it  could  be  examined  at  certain  seasjns  of 
the  year,  it  would  be  found  to  be  a  veritable 
magazine  of  'Blue  Doctors,'  'Black  Djctors,' 
'Thunder  and  Lightnings,'  and  other  of  the  choicest 
tackle. 

■'  I  shall  ever  be  proud  that  this  rock  did  me  no 
harm — I  certainly  once  found  my  fly  hanging  on  to 
it,  but  by  some  infrequent  dispensation  it  passed 
free  without  scathe  or  loss.  My  benison  on  the 
third  pool.  It  was  there  that  I  succeeded  in  taking 
the  one  stately  fish  that  rewarded  much  toil,  and  I 
love  it  accordingly.  But  even  it  (or  was  it  F.  ?)  was 
exasperating.  There  was  a  certain  eddy  m  it, 
which,  it  was  steadily  impressed  upon  me,  was  the 
most  likely  place  for  a  salmon  to  lie,  and  compared 
to  the  chances  of  which  the  whole  nf  the  rest  of  the 
pool  was  but  of  moderate  value.  Need  I  say  that 
this  particular  eddy  was  just  beyond  my  reach, 
unless  I  was  specially  favoured  by  a  kindly  slant  of 
wind  ?  How  often  I  have  struggled  to  put  a  fly 
properly  over  it,  and,  greatly  daring,  have  let  out 
many  yards  of  line  which  generally  fell  on  the  water 
in  unlovely  coils,  so  that  it  a  fish  did  mumble  at  the 
fly  the  probabilities  were  that  the  lack  of  strain 
would  permit  him  easily  to  reject  the  morsel  without 
feeling  the  slightest  prick.  Well,  salmon  fishing  is 
one  of  the  pleasures  in  which  there  is  no  royal  road 
to  success,  and  if  it  were  not  for  its  difficulties  and 
uncertainties  whera  would  the  sport  come  in  ?  And 
luck  must  always  count  for  much.  Have  I  not, 
after  my  own  very  moderately  skilful  atteoipts  have 
failed  to  draw  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,  watched, 
1  fear  with  ill-concealed  satisfaction,  a  scientific 
fisherman  performing  feats  in  casting  that  I  have 
only  dreamed  of,  and  meeting  with  the  same  ill- 
success  as  myself ;  and  have  I  not  heard  of  the 
gentleman  who,  on  the  same  day,  and  in  a  neigh- 
bouring stretch  of  river,  having  a  rod  in  his  hand 
for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  killed  four  clean-run 
salmon  ? 

"  The  gorgeous  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  that  it  takes  to  hook,  play,  and  kill  a  salmon 
are  so  full  of  emotion  that  a  balance  may  be  struck 
with  many  blank  dajs  and  much  hope  deferred, 
but  I  am  not  sure  that  the  short  snatches  of  delight 
often  repeated  that  come  in  even  a  moderate  day's 
trout  fishing  do  not  give  a  larger  total  of  satis- 
frtction.  A  •  tweeny '  day  ii  full  of  consolations. 
If  1  have  fished  the  salmon  pools  without  stirring 
a  fin,  all  i^  not  lost.  Only  an  hfiur  or  an  hour  and 
a  half  has  been  taken  up,  and  the  best  of  the  day 
may  be  still  before  me.  When  the  trout  rise  is 
over  i  shall  repeat  my  morning's  efforts  with  a 
salmon  rod,  and  there  is  no  saying  what  may 
happen.  In  tiie  meantime,  what  luxury  it  is  to 
hold  a  10ft.  trout-nd  instead  of  the  double-handed 
weapon  which  is  demanded  by  the  more  serious 
game,  and  how  the  unaccustomed  and  aching 
musclesi  rejoice  in  the  relief  from  strain." 


Two  Youths  Deowned  while  Fishing.  —  A 
Cork  telegram  reports  the  drowning  of  two  anglers 
on  July  30.  A  youth  named  Shea,  while  fishing, 
slipped  into  the  water,  and  a  companion  named 
Moynihan,  who  jumped  into  the  water  to  his  rescue, 
was  clutched  round  the  arms  by  Shea.  Both  youths 
sank.    Their  bodies  were  recoveredj — Scotsman., 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


CHUB  FISHIXG  OX  THE  MEDWAY. 
By  THE  Medway  Dace, 


From  AlLngton  Lock,  midway  between  Maid- 
stone and  Aylesford,  where  the  Medway  ceases  to 
be  a  tidal  river,  right  up  to  its  source,  some  miles  of 
smuous  stream  beyond  Tonbridge,  the  Kentish 
river  holds  a  good  store  of  chub  in  nearly  every 
stretch.    Yet  there  are  certain  parts  which  are  more 
profitable  of  sport  with  the  loggerheads  than  others, 
and  of  these  some  are  admirably  suited  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  fly-fisher  for  coarse  fish,  wliile 
others  prove  a  happy  hunting-ground  for  advocates 
ot  the  ATottmgham  style,  a  light  leger,  or  maybe  a 
spinnmg  bait  or  paternoster ;  although  it  must  be 
said  that  the  latter  tacklings  are  only  occasionally 
successful  and,  for  the  most  part,  when  actuaUy  in 
use  for  some  other  variety  of  fish. 

During  the  hot  summer  and  eariy  autumn  months 
whipping  for  chub  with  a  stiffish  fly  rod  and  suitable 
flies  IS  a  most  enjoyable  experience,  and  productive 
of  capital  sport.    There  are  long  stretches  of  water 
where  the  banks  are  fringed  with  overhanging 
fohage,  under  the  friendly  shelter  of  which  the  fish 
may  be  seen  lazUy  poised  just  beneath  the  surface 
awaitmg  the  advent  of  some  toothsome  morsel 
brought  slowly  down  by  the  sluggish  stream,  or 
which  perhaps  may  drop  from  the  overhanging 
trees  or  bushes.    When  this  happens  Mr.  Chub 
slowly  tilts  his  black  nose  out  of  the  water  and  the 
tit-bit  IS  taken  m,  the  action  causing  a  series  of 
rmgs  to  extend  in  the  neighbourhood  where  the  fish 
has  risen,  a  sight  that  deHghts  the  heart  of  the 
angler  and  is  not  infrequently  the  forerunner  of  a 
helpmg  fill-up  of  his  basket. 

In  place's  the  overhanging  fohage  touches  the 
stream,  and  m  these  it  is  almost  impossible  to  cast  a 
lure,  be  the  angler  ever  so  expert.  At  times  a  fish 
mil  be  tempted  from  its  lethargy,  and  make  a  dart 
at  and  seize  the  fly  that  is  deftly  flicked  into  some 
tmy  opemng  amidst  the  tangled  fohage  ;  but  even 
then  he  is  not  basketed,  for  unless  there  be  a  lot  of 
luck  on  the  side  of  the  angler  the  odds  are  greatly 
in  favour  of  a  smash-up  and  a  length  of  gut  being 
left  entwmed  among  the  boughs.  StiU,  nothing 
venture  nothing  gain,  and  the  venturesome  angler 
also  possessed  of  some  fail-  amount  of  skiU  refuses 
not  to  avail  himself  of  even  the  most  tiny  opening, 
and  he  is  often  rewarded  with  a  good  fish  Under 
such  cu-cumstances  as  those  referred  to  the  fish 
must  be  struck  along  the  surface,  and  the  rod-top 
should  be  kept  quite  near  to  the  surface,  if  not 
actuaUy  submerged,  until  the  fish  is  drawn  away 
froni  its  stronghold-a  task  by  no  means  easy,  for 
the  first  plunge  of  a  big  chub  is  an  awkward  thing 
and  it  IS  with  the  first  plunge  that  the  difficulty 
occurs  and  the  tackle  is  hung  up. 

There  remain  to  the  angler  plenty  of  places  where 
he  can  exercise  his  skiU  with  less  habihty  of  tangle 
and  breakage,  and  these  should  be  fished  with  In 
imderhand  cast,  unless  it  so  happens  that  the  water 
IS  qmte  open  and  permits  of  overhead  casting.  But 
for  the  most  part  the  fish  will  be  found  in  such 
positions  as  are  only  available  to  the  underhand 
cast.  It  may  be  stated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
begmner  who  may  read  these  notes  that  an  under- 
hand cast  is  accompUshed  by  working  the  rod 
parallel  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  it  is  as  well 
to  practise  whipping  a  Hne  under  boughs  after  this 
manner,  with  no  fly  or  cast  on,  before  venturing  to 
mdulge  in  fishing  in  aU  seriousness.  The  time 
occupied  in  such  practice  is  well  spent 

Although  the  Medway  is  a  sluggish  river,  it  is  a 
wise  precaution  to  fish  up  stream.  Here  and  there 
the  hsh  will  be  found  roaming  about  in  aU  directions, 
but  for  the  most  part  they  he  close  in  to  the  banks 
and  with  their  heads  up  stream.  Approach  them 
from  behind  and  place  your  fly  over  the  hindmost 
hsh  first ;  you  wiU  then  stand  a  chance  of  bringing 
him  away  from  the  shoal  without  disturbing  the 
others,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  pick  out  here  and 
there  a  fish  as  you  proceed  up  the  river.  Un- 
doubtedly the  best  plan  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
river  IS  to  fish  from  a  boat,  although  one  of  the  most 
prohfic  chub  waters-the  Old  Eiver  at  Yalding-is 
better  fished  m  some  parts  from  the  bank.  Fish 
the  river  m  sections— say,  from  Tovil  to  East  Far 
leigh.  East  Farleigh  to  Wateringbury.  Watering- 
}^\^S,Je^ldmg  to  Sluice  Weir  (Ealt 
Peckham),  Sluice  Weir  to  Tonbridge.  Tonbridge  to 
all  avaUable  water  above.  Either  of  these  sections 
will  provide  a  decent  day's  sport  if  the  weather  be 
toe  and  the  water  is  fished  over  as  carefully  as  it 
deserves  to  be.    Or  you  may  work  ofl"  two  sections 


m  one  day  ;  but  this  latter  should  be  the  extreme 
hmit  if  the  water  is  to  be  even  decently  covered. 
Boats  can  be  obtained  at  Tovil,  Wateringburyj 
Yalding,  East  Peckham,  and  Tonbridge,  but  it  is 
advisable  to  rely  only  on  Tovil,  Wateringbuiy,  and 
Tonbridge. 

A  drawback  to  an  extended  journey  up  the 
Medway  by  boat  is  the  number  of  locks,  and  the 
fact  that  they  have  to  be  opened  by  hand-bars  and 
by  the  traveller.    If  you  are  going  any  distance  up 
the  river,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  at  least  two 
persons  should  be  in  the  boat,  for  one  will  be 
required  to  open  the  locks  and  the  other  to  handle 
the  boat  through  them.    See  that  the  boat  is  fitted 
out  with  a  strong  and  long  hand-bar  and  a  long- 
handled  boat-hook.    The  latter  is  very  useful  for 
releasing  the  hne  when  caught  among  boughs,  as 
well  as  for  handhng  the  boat  through  locks,  etc.  A 
capital  hohday  can  be  spent  by  hiring  a  boat  at, 
say,  Tovil.  and  fishing  right  up  to  and  beyond  Ton- 
bridge.    You  can  stay  a  night  at  Wateringbury  or 
Yalding,  and  another  at,  say.  East  Peckham,  and 
then  on  to  Tonbridge  ;  or  you  can  camp  out  in  a 
"  gipsy  "  pattern  of  tent— get  one  with  a  "  fly," 
and  you  -n-ill  be  thankful  for  the  advice— in  which 
case  it  is  advisable,  rather  than  take  the  tent  and 
equipment  in  your  boat,  to  put  it  aboard  the  train 
and  have  it  dehvered  at  Yalding.    There  are  seme 


1  aiding  lock  you  will  notice  a  stream  coming  into 
the  main  river  on  the  left.    This  is  really  the  river 
Medway  proper.    When  the  river  was  '-locked"  a 
cutting  was  formed  between  Yalding  lock  and 
Tivyford  Bridge,  and  thus  the  long  stretch  of  water 
meandermg  through  undulating  meadowland  was 
avoided  for  navigation  purposes.    Thus,  also,  for 
many,  many  years  it  has  been  a  quiet  stream, 
visited  only  by  anglers  or  boating  partita.    It  is 
known  as  "  The  Old  River,"-  and  is  the  home  of 
many  very  fine  chub  indeed.    As  a  matter  of  fact. 
I  consider  it  to  be  the  very  best  chubbing  water  on 
the  Medway.    It,  however,  will  be  found  rather  a 
difficult  water  to  fish  with  a  fly.    At  parts  the  trees 
from  either  side  meet  overhead,  and  casting  neces- 
sitates the  exercise  of  much  care,  skill,  and  patience. 

Away  from  Yalding  lock,  you  may  pass  the  canal- 
hke  portion,  and  make  another  start  for  chub  with 
a  fly  just  beyond  Twyford  Bridge.  On  the  right 
bank  you  will  find  here  and  there  a  good  spot, 
these  in  succession  extending  right  away  up  to 
Branbridge's  lock.  In  Twyford  Bay  there  are  some 
very  good  chub,  but  they  are  not  available  to  the 
fly-fisher  as  a  rule,  although  I  have  taken  fish  here 
occasionally  -rn'th  the  fly.  From  Branbridge's  lock 
up  to  Sluice  Weir  is  only  a  short  distance,  and  the 
water  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  chubbing  one. 

From  Sluice  Weir  to  Tonbridge  is  our  longest 
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capital  camping-out  spots  in  the  neighbourhood; 
and  from  thence  transfer  it  again  on  the  train  to 
Tonbridge.  Granted  decent  weather,  a  combined 
campmg-out  and  fishing  hohday  on  the  Medway  is 
a  most  enjoyable  experience. 

In  fishing  the  section  from  Tovil  to  East  Farleigh 
you  may  commence  operations  abnost  as  soon  as 
you  have  passed  the  creek  on  the  left  bank  (going 
up),  and  you  will  find  a  lot  of  good  fishing  ground 
on  the  left  bank  pretty  well  all  the  way  up.  Pay 
especial  attention  to  the  water  beneath  the  first  row 
of  willows,  and  again  to  those  and  other  overhanging 
trees  opposite  the  High  Mound,  and  from  thence  on 
to  East  Farleigh  Bay.  In  the  bay  itself,  and  off 
the  point  immediately  below,  some  good  specimens 
are  pretty  siu-e  to  be  found.  From  East  Farieigh 
you  wiU  find  some  fairly  good  spots  before  you  reach 
Barming  Bridge,  and  thereafter  there  is  a  succession 
of  good  chubbing  waters  right  up  to  Teston  lock. 
From  this  point  to  Wateringbury  is  not  so  good 
until  j^ou  get  well  above  the  Black  Hole  ;  then,  on 
the  left  bank  stiU,  you  mil  reach  some  splendid 
water  that  extends  right  up  to  Wateringbury 
Bridge,  but  not  immediately  beyond. 

lou  may  start  operations  again  just  beyond  the 
first  bend  above  Wateringbury  Bridge,  and  between 
there  and  Yalding  lock  are  several  good  spots — one 
especially  so  is  about  midway.  Here  a  long  row  of 
willows  fringe  the  left  bank,  and  beneath  them  some 
very  good  fish  are  wont  to  he.    Immediately  below 


stretch.  For  the  most  part  it  is  not  attractive  to 
the  fly-fisher  for  chub  ;  yet  there  are  here  and  there 
some  capital  overhanging  trees  and  bushes,  and 
these  shelter  a  decent  fish  or  two.  It  is  a  long  pull 
— some  six  or  seven  miles— rendered  irksome  from 
the  fact  that  so  many  locks  have  to  be  passed 
through  ;  but  it  is  an  exceedingly  pretty  journey, 
and  a  few  fish  may  be  picked  up  here  and  there.  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  Tonbridge,  especially  above 
the  town,  some  very  fine  sport  can  be  obtained  fly- 
fishing for  chub  ;  indeed,  it  is  an  ideal  water  at 
places  for  the  exercise  of  this  branch  of  angling. 

The  chub  in  the  Medway  do  not  run  to  a  large 
size  ;  a  three-pounder  is  an  exceptionally  fine  fish. 
That  there  are  bigger  fish  than  this  in  the  water  I 
am  fully  convinced,  but  they  are  very  old  stagers, 
and  through  many  years  I  have  known  of  but  very 
few.  Your  basket  may  contain  fish  running  up  to 
21b.  in  weight,  but  the  average  weight  of  Medway 
chub  hardly  exceeds  lib.  ;  indeed,  a  basket  of,  say,  a 
dozen  fish  averaging  that  weight  would  be  a  good 
one. 

As  to  the  ffies.  my  old  patterns  of  "  :Min  "  chub 
flies  remain  hard  to  beat.  They  can  be  obtained 
from  Ogden  Smith,  of  Clapham  Junction.  The  late 
Mrs.  Ogden  Smith  used  also  to  dress  some  capital 
chub  flies,  which  she  called  "  Bees,"  and  I  have  had 
good  fish  with  them  from  the  Medway.  Other 
useful  patterns  are  Francis'  Favourite,  The  Sweep. 
Black  Pahner,  Red  Palmer,  and  Governor.  My 
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"  Min  "  flies  are  dressed  with  the  hackle  all  at  the 
head  and  with  very  fat  bodies.  There  is  no  doubt 
as  to  their  success  on  the  Kentish  stream.  Still  a 
big  fat  Palmer,  with  the  hackle  all  down  the  body, 
is  a  very  good  fly.  I  am  quite  convinced  as  to  the 
great  usefulness  of  a  tag  to  a  chub  fly,  and  the  best 
tag  is  white  kid ;  next  in  favour  with  me  is  a  red 
tag,  and  a  yellow  tag  is  useful  in  very  stale  water. 
Why  this  latter  is  so,  not  only  on  the  Medway,  but 
also  elsewhere,  I  carmot  explain,  but  I  have  over 
and  over  again  proved  it  to  be  so.  By-the-bye,  the 
best  condition  of  water  for  fly-fishing  for  chub  is 
after  a  succession  of  very  hot  days,  and  in  a  very 
stale  water  they  will  take  a  fly  in  preference  to  any 
bait — that  is,  if  they  will  take  anything  at  all. 

In  common  with  other  rivers,  the  Medway  has 
this  year  had  a  thorough  flushing  from  the  heavy 
rains  which  have  fallen  during  the  early  part  of  the 
summer,  and  again  very  recently.  When  the  water 
has  been  quite  "  freshened  up,"  and  is  still  shghtly 
coloured,  whipping  for  chub  with  a  big  bunch  of 
gentles  as  bait,  cast  after  the  manner  of  a  fly,  is  a 
deadly  manner  of  anghng  for  those  fish.  In  the 
same  way  you  may  cast  any  big  garden  or  field  slug, 
grub,  or  beetle,  with  happy  results.  It  is  a  good  tip 
to  have  a  few  well-scoured  worms  with  you,  and 
where  you  find  a  tiny  streamlet  flowing  into  the 
river  you  may  cast  one  of  these  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  mouth  of  the  stream  and  often  basket  a  good 
fish.  They  are  on  the  look-out  for  such  tit-bits  in 
such  places. 

Later  on  the  chub  wiU  take  a  piece  of  cheese 
paste  floated  down  (where  the  current  permits) 
u.nder  the  boughs,  and  off  favourable  points  at  the 
tails  of  the  streams  from  the  weirs,  the  angler  adopt- 
ing Nottingham  tackle  and  tactics  for  the  purposes 
of  his  sport.  I  first  saw  the  real  Nottingham  style 
practised  on  the  Medway  many  years  ago  by  an 
expert  from  the  lace  county.  He  was  on  a  visit  to 
Maidstone,  and  had  a  day's  fly-fishing  fcr  chub 
with  me.  We  got  a  fairly  decent  basket,  but  he 
was  "  mad  "  to  show  me  the  Nottingham  methods 
of  "  going  for "  chub.  The  latter  part  of  the 
autumn  that  same  year  he  was  through  again,  and 
introduced  me  to  the  secret  of  using  pith  and  brains. 
The  water  was  just  right  for  the  job,  and  in  the  tail 
of  the  stream  at  East  Farleigh  Bay,  and  again  in 
the  bay  at  Twyford  Bridge  ( Yalding),  we  made  some 
good  baskets,  and  they  included  some  exceptionally 
heavy  fish. 

I  have  particularised  the  Old  River  at  Yalding  as 
being  the  best  chubbing  water  on  the  Medway.  I 
would  add  that  the  most  successful  bait  there — at 
any  rate,  for  the  big  fish — is  cheese  paste  fished  in 
the  late  autumn  months.  However,  by  exercising 
great  care  and  fishing  a  short  fine  you  can  whip  the 
stream  with  a  fly,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a 
chub  caught  thus  gives  far  more  sport  than  he  does 
when  handled  by  any  other  tackling. 


DEY  FLY  FISHING  IN  BKIEF. 
By  p.  Wit. 

(Continued  from  page  74.) 
CHAPTER  II.— {continued). 
Casting  against  a  Strong  Wind. 

Having  got  thus  far,  the  reader  is  no  longer  the 
novice  he  was,  and  may  now  learn  to  make  this 
difficult  throw.  The  rod  for  this  cast  should  be 
fairly  stiff  and  powerful,  a  weak- backed,  floppy  one 
being  quite  useless  for  the  purpose,  for  of  all  the 
aggravating,  tiring,  temper-raising,  difficult,  and  dis- 
heartening casts  to  make  this  is  the  worst,  until  you 
know  how,  and  even  then,  unless  you  are  very  care- 
ful, you  will  have  some  slack  line  and  fail  to  strike 
your  fish  when  he  rises.  Select  your  stand  so  that 
in  throwing  the  fly  to  ahght  just  on  your  side  of 
the  flsh's  head  you  must  cast  right  into  the  centre 
of  the  wind's  eye,  with  no  more  wind  on  one  side  of 
your  Une  than  the  other,  but  dead  straight  on. 
Keeping  tliis  hint  in  mind  and  acting  on  it,  get  as 
near  as  possible  to  your  fish  ;  but  if  you  can  pre- 
viously do  so,  on  such  a  day  watch  how  an  old  hand 
at  the  game  goes  to  work.  If  he  is  a  friend  and  a 
good  sort  he  will  not  object. 

The  old  hand  will  generally  come  in  triumphant 
with  one  or  two  brace  of  beauties  at  the  end  of  the 
day,  while  the  novice,  feeling  decidedly  downcast 
and  with  aching  wrist,  turns  up  quite  discomforted. 
Your  mentor  will  finger  long  and  make  the  utmost 
of  every  bend  and  short  reach  where  the  wind  is 
most  favourable,  waiting  perhaps  ten  minutes  over 


a  pipe,  as  still  as  a  heron,  intently  watching  one 
spot  after  another,  where  he  knows  from  former  ex- 
perience of  the  water  a  fish  is  reposing,  and  the 
moment  it  rises  he  crawls  up  within  cast,  and  then 
waits  until  three  or  four  more  rises  enable  him  to 
mark  to  an  inch  "  against  something  "  on  the  bank, 
where  the  fish  is  just  lifting  his  nose  in  the  rough 
water,  and  "  pinching  "  doMTi  fly  after  fly  ;  then 
out  comes  the  paraffin  bottle,  a  dab  on  the  artificial 
followed  by  a  cast  well  below  the  trout  to  get  rid  of 
the  superfluous  oil,  and  then  just  after  another  rise 
out  goes  the  gay  deceiver  landing  close  by  the  jaws 
of  Mr.  Speckles  ;  there  is  a  sudden  turn  of  the  wrist 
and  bend  of  the  rod-tip,  accompanied  by  a  swirl  in 
the  grey  water,  and  next  moment  the  line  is  cutting 
through  it  hke  a  wire  as  the  hooked  fish  dashes  for- 
ward upstream  like  a  torpedo.  Then  a  gleaming 
bar  of  burnished  gold  and  silver  flashes  four  feet  up 
into  the  air,  and  drops  back  with  a  mighty  splash 
that  makes  your  pulses  tingle.  Has  he  fallen  on 
the  fine  and  smashed  it  ?  No  ;  the  old  hand,  ex- 
pecting this  scaly  trick,  has  dashed  down  the  point 
of  his  rod  so  that  the  trout  only  fell  on  slack  gut, 
which  is  then  instantly  tightened  again,  and  as  the 
fish  once  more  feels  the  steel  he  turns  on  his  enemy 
and  charges  back  towards  him  down  the  stream  Hke 
an  arrow.  This  move  is  almost  successful  in  pro- 
ducing a  slack  fine,  when  of  course  the  fish  would 
dislodge  the  little  hook  from  its  sUght  hold  by  one 
powerful  shake  of  his  shapely  head.  The  old  hand 
in  running  backwards  while  reeUng  up  has  unfor- 
tunately sUpped  into  a  side  ditch,  but  though  half 
down  for  a  moment  and  over  one  wader,  he  plunges 
wet  to  the  skin  to  the  far  side,  reeUng  in  furiously 
all  the  while,  and  the  position  is  just  saved,  though 
the  rod  had  almost  straightened. 

The  novice,  having  been  taught  yesterday  how  to 
land  a  fish,  gets  a  httle  down  stream,  and  quietly 
places  his  net  well  below  the  surface  behind  the  tail 
end  of  some  trailing  weeds  near  the  bank,  and  as  the 
tired  fish  comes  down  and  passes  over  the  fatal 
meshes  they  are  gently  Ufted  as  the  trout  slips  in  ; 
one  swift  side-pull,  and  he  is  landed  in  the  grass,  a 
gUttering  mass  of  loveUness  and  symmetry. 

The- next  rise  is  right  in  the  middle  of  a  straight 
run  of  deep  water,  where  the  wind  comes  straight 
down  it  in  strong  gusts.  The  old  hand  picks  out 
apparently  the  very  worst  spot  to  stand  and  throw 
from,  where  he  has  to  cast  absolutely  straight  into 
the  wind's  eye.  Then  the  novice  (in  return  for  his 
close  watching)  reahses  that  this  throw  is  not  the 
ordinary  one,  for  here  the  force  of  the  last  stroke 
forward  is  carried  right  on  and  downwards,  until  the 
rod-tip  almost  strikes  the  surface  of  the  river.  This 
results  in  the  line  rolling  right  out  like  a  strap ;  the 
cast  and  fly  follow  on,  the  latter  turning  over  and 
falling  lightly  just  above  the  spot  where  the  fish  had 
risen.  In  another  moment  he  takes  it  with  a 
leathery  sounding  snap,  and  after  a  hard  struggle 
comes  rolhng  into  the  net.  The  novice  is  now  in- 
vited to  try  this  throw,  but  the  fly  comes  back  two 
feet  up  the  cast.  Says  the  old  stager :  "  You 
should  not  only  carry  the  force  of  the  last  forward 
stroke  right  on  and  down,  but  just  before  the  rod- 
top  reaches  the  water  give  your  elbow  a  pull  back- 
wards of  about  six  inches,  turning  your  rod  hand 
thumb  downwards  as  you  do  so."  Once  more  the 
novice  casts,  and,  lo  !  the  trick  is  done,  and  learnt 
never  to  be  forgotten.  Time  after  time  he  now  puts 
the  fly  right  out  to  the  very  end  of  the  gut  cast  in 
the  teeth  of  the  strong  wind,  and  before  dark  he  has 
a  brace  and  a  half  of  fine  fish  in  his  creel,  and  goes 
home  a  proud  "  mon  the  day." 

CHAPTER  III. 

Hooking  or  Striking  a  Fish  ;  The  Right  and 
the  Wrong  Way  to  Strike  ;  "  Short  Rising." 

I  object  to  the  term  "  striking,"  beUeving  it  has 
caused  the  loss  of  more  fish  than  have  ever  been 
landed.  The  novice  should  never  try  to  hook  his 
fish  after  it  has  risen,  but  should  greet  it  as  it  meets 
the  fly  with  a  very  short  and  gentle,  though  light- 
ning-like, upward  flip  of  the  rod-tip,  and  if  there  was 
no  slack  that  sudden  tightening  on  the  fish,  coming 
at  the  moment  that  the  fly  was  inside  his  mouth, 
will  have  done  all  that  is  necessary,  for  the  least 
pluck  will  put  the  hook  in  over  the  barb  ;  but  a 
"  strike  "  in  most  cases,  with  a  fine  point  on  your 
cast,  means  a  smash.  In  slow,  deep  water  the  re- 
verse is  the  case.  A  slow  pull  after  the  fish  has  dis- 
appeared with  the  fly  will  more  often  hook  him 
than  the  quick  stroke  advocated.  In  a  lake,  how- 
ever, a  quick  stroke  is  often  very  necessary. 


Faults  when  Hooking  a  Fish. 

The  novice  invariably  begins  by  "  striking,"  and 
doing  so  too  late — that  is,  after  the  fish  has  not  only 
taken  the  fly,  but  ejected  it  in  disgust.  He  is  also 
almost  certain  to  have  some  httle  slack  between 
rod-tip  and  fly,  being  too  inexperienced  just  at  first 
to  notice  that  fact  for  himself,  the  result  being  that 
fish  after  fish  is  missed.  Then  thinking  this  due  to 
striking  too  softly,  our  friend  takes  to  liitting  far 
too  hard,  and  next  on  further  reahsing  he  has  been 
striking  too  late,  his  troubles  begin  seriously,  for  he 
nearly  pulls  the  head  off  the  next  fish,  of  course 
leaving  the  fly  and  all  his  fine  point  fast  in  its  jaw. 
This  fault  of  violent  striking  is  almost  as  unsports- 
manlike as  firing  a  gun  at  a  hare  at  long  range.  A 
man  who  leaves  flies  in  many  fish  soon  does  a  lot  of 
damage  on  a  good  stretch  of  water  ;  and  though  in 
course  of  time  they  will  work  the  hook  out  by  rub- 
bing it  on  the  gravel,  and  even  rise  between  whiles 
with  the  gut  hanging  from  their  hp,  they  are  then 
usually  so  shy  and  wary  that  it  becomes  very  diffi- 
cult to  induce  them  to  take  another  artificial — 
though  there  are  exceptions,  when  trout  have  been 
hooked  a  second  time  and  landed  quite  a  short 
while  after  a  previous  smashed  strike. 

Caution  5. 

Never  hold  the  fine  against  the  rod  when  you 
hook  a  fish  ;  to  do  so  is  absolute  blue  ruin.  As  a 
general  rule,  when  hitting  your  fish,  have  the  line 
perfectly  free  to  the  reel,  and  strike  from  that ; 
though  at  times  when  a  fish  rises  while  you  are  pull- 
ing in  slack  with  your  hand,  you  must  hook  him 
then  and  there  from  the  hand,  instead  of  from  the 
reel,  with  the  usual  flip  up  of  the  rod-tip.  I  have 
read  of,  but  never  yet  seen,  the  fisherman  whose  fly 
always  falls  on  the  water  before  the  gut  cast,  though 
I  have  repeatedly  watched  many  a  first-rate  dry-fly 
man  at  work  on  the  Itchen  and  elsewhere.  I  say 
without  any  hesitation  that  in  the  majority  of  in- 
stances the  gut  cast  lands  on  the  water  just  before 
the  fly  does  so,  and  sometimes,  though  more  seldom, 
at  the  same  moment.  I  beUeve  it  is  only  when 
making  the  over-throw  (as  already  explained)  used 
to  counteract  "  drag  "  that  the  fly  reaches  the  sur- 
face first,  and  not  invariably  so  even  then. 
Short  Rising. 

I  always  want  to  know  how  the  first  fish  in  the 
day  will  take  my  fly,  beheving  that  mil  give  me  a 
pretty  accurate  idea  of  how  the  subsequent  ones 
will  lise,  until  a  change  occurs  in  the  relative  tem- 
perature of  air  and  water  or  some  alteration  in  the 
wind  or  flow  of  the  stream,  when  a  variation  in  the 
trout's  behaviour  will  soon  be  evident.  On  some 
days  there  may  be  not  only  a  good  rise  of  fly,  but 
the  trout  taking  it  well,  and  the  angler  will  securely 
hook  and  land  fish  after  fish  ;  but  on  another  day, 
when  all  conditions  appear  to  him  precisely  similar, 
with  a  constant  hatch  of  fly  and  flsh  making  rings  in 
plenty,  the  flsherman  finds  himself  unable  to  form 
any  lasting  attachment  to  a  single  trout  perhaps  for 
hours.  The  man  may  be  just  as  fit  and  well  able  to 
hook  fish  on  the  second  occasion  as  on  the  first,  and 
yet  fish  after  fish  on  rising  is  either  clean  missed, 
scratched,  or  only  held  for  a  very  brief  period  before 
it  gets  off.  Why  is  this  ?  We  have  known  men 
get  quite  vexed  with  themselves,  and  aimoyed  at 
what  they  think  is  their  own  bad  fishing,  or  even 
feel  doubtful  about  the  powers  and  responsiveness 
of  their  favourite  and  beautiful  rod  or  the  shade  of 
colour  of  some  perfectly  tied  fly. 

Well,  I  have  ofi  and  on  all  my  hfe  at  various 
times  and  in  many  places  watched  the  actions  of 
fish  in  the  water,  and  have  now  no  doubt  at  all  from 
what  I  have  again  and  again  seen  that  at  times  a 
well-fed  trout  will  play  and  amuse  himself  with  the 
flies  in  much  the  same  fashion  as  a  well-fed  and  no 
longer  hungry  young  dog  will  play  with  a  piece  of 
Spratt's  biscuit.  I  have  even  seen  a  trout  come  up 
and  turn  and  strike  the  fly  with  his  tail  as  if  to  drown 
it  out  of  sheer  mischief.  At  other  times  he  will  lift 
his  nose  to  it.  but  no  more  ;  and  I  have  twice  seen  a 
trout  just  below  Chilland  Bridge,  where  I  was  keep- 
ing very  still  on  my  knees  watching  the  fish,  actually 
lay  hold  of  a  May  Fly  and  turn  and  let  it  go  again. 
After  that,  I  say,  how  can  any  angler  blame  a  well- 
made  rod.  or  his  cast,  or  himself,  or  his  flies,  because 
he  fails  to  hook  a  fish  which  during  the  time  the 
"  short-rising  mischief  fit "  is  on  him  is  not  taking 
the  hook  quite  inside  his  mouth.  Occasionally  he 
will  go  so  far  as  just  to  do  so,  and  then  let  go,  Avhen 
the  angler  has  a  fraction  of  a  chance,  and  perhaps 
manages  to  get  so  shght  a  hold  on  the  outer  skin 
that  he  either  only  scratches  the  fish  or  has  him  on 
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for  a  few  moments.  Now  and  then  he  is  more  for- 
j  tunate,  but  only  when  the  fish  decides  on  having 
that  particular  fly,  just  as  the  young  dog  will  occa- 
sionally eat  a  small  bit  of  the  biscuit  he  is  plajdng 
i  with.  Patience  until  the  fish  change  their  mood  is 
then  necessary  to  the  angler,  who  had  better  stop 
casting  for  a  bit,  and  try  to  crawl  up  unseen  close  to 
some  fish,  and  watch  him  carefully  through  the 
shelter  of  a  bush  or  long  grass,  when  he  wiU  derive 
much  interesting  instruction  from  the  study  of  the 
fish's  actions,  and  when  the  latter  is  in  a  better 
frame  of  mind  from  the  man's  point  of  view,  and 
has  really  taken  a  few  flies,  let  the  fisherman  resume 
his  rod  and  give  him  a  lesson. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  DART  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
WATER. 


This  water  extends  on  the  left  side  of  the  Dart 
from  Austen's  Bridge,  a  little  below  Buckfastleigh 
railway  station,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Hems,  a  small 
tributary,  half  a  mile  above  Totnes,  and  on  the 
right  bank  from  the  railway  bridge  below  the  same 
station  to  Hood  Bridge,  a  mile  above  Staverton 
Station.    Totnes  Weir  is  also  included.    I  shall 
deal  with  the  water  upstream,  and  first  for  this 
weir,  up  to  which  the  tide  flows.    There  is  a  fine 
pool  at  the  foot  at  ebb-tide  fed  by  a  number  of 
little  stickles  from  the  overflow  and  water  bubbling 
up  through  the  stonework.     There  is  always  a 
chance  of  a  truff  (large  sea-trout)  early  and  late  in 
the  season,  and  it  is  well  populated  by  fario  up  to 
lib.,  but  they  do  not  rise  freely.    In  summer  it  is 
useless  to  fly- fish  it  by  day,  but  the  clear  water 
worm  will  often  account  for  a  few  good  fish,  and 
from  July  for  an  occasional  peal,  a  later  run  of 
sea-trout,  averaging  14oz..  the  finnock  of  the  Dart. 
The  best  fly  fishing  is  at  dusk  on  summer  evenings 
in  the  rising  tide.    Nice  sized  trout  and  peal  then 
feed  in  on  minute  fry,  molluscs,  etc.,  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  stonework,  and  as  the  face  of  the  weir 
will  then  be  dry  the  angler  should  sit  down  on  a 
board  or  cushion  and  work  the  broken  water  with 
a  short  hne.    Later,  as  the  tide  increases,  he  may 
stand  and  lengthen  his  casts,  and  if  there  is  a  rise 
on.  which  is  not  always  the  case,  he  will  do  well. 
Last   season   was   a  notoriously   bad  one,  but 
previously  the  writer  had  some  nice  baskets  here 
with  fly.      The  Coachman,  tied  small,  and  the 
moths  ditto,  were  the  favourites.    Up  to  10  p.m., 
when   the   fish  generally  go   off,  the  weir  is  a 
pleasant  place  to  angle.    There  is  a  whiff  of  ozone 
from  the  sea  water,  the  scenery  is  beautiful,  and 
on  lucky  evenings  the  careful  fisherman  will  have 
a  good  time.    Above  the  weir  extends  a  deep  flat, 
from  seventy  yards  to  thirty  yards  across,  called 
the  "  Deadwater."  for  one  and  a  half  miles.    It  is 
mostly  fringed  with  trees  and  bushes,  and  contains 
the  heaviest  trout  in  the  river.    They  do  not  rise 
well  to  artificial  flies  as  a  rule,  though  with  a  stiff 
south  wind  up  there  will  often  be  a  take,  but  as  a 
dapping  place  from  end  of  May  it  yields  good  sport 
and  some  fine  trout  with  an  occasional  truff  or 
peal.    Oak  and  wood  flies,  when  procurable,  are 
the  best  lures,  and  later  in  the  season  grasshoppers 
are  good,  but  most  local  anglers  dap  with  a  black 
artificial,  the  hook  being  tipped  with  a  gentle. 
A  minnow  fixed  to  Stewart  tackle  and  sunk  and 
drawn  is  often  fatal  at  night,  also  the  garden  fly, 
which  accounts  for  many  a  lusty  trout.  The 
largest  killed  for  some  seasons  fell  a  victim  to  the 
latter.    It  weighed  41b.,  and  is  set  up  for  its  captor, 
Mr.  E.  Distm,  one  of  the  best  anglers  on  the  Dart. 
Above  the  Deadwater,  Folly,  Park,  and  Searle's 
stickles  will  afford  some  sport  with  fly  in  early 
spring,  but  not  later.    Above  the  last  is  Sky  pool 
holding  good  flsh.  and  a  favourite  spot  for  peal 
Sshmg  at  night.    Next.  Staverton  stickle  should 
be  tried  in  spring,  thence  to  Staverton  Station  ;  a 
wooded  deep  is  good  for  dapping.    The  mill-race 
It  Staverton  Station  is  a  likely  night  cast  for  peal 
from  July  on.    Between  this  and  Hood  Weir  lies 
I  succession  of  nice  stickles  well  worth  trying  in 
spring,  though  the  trout  run  small.    Above  this 
to  Hood  Bridge  is  a  wooded  pool  where  fine 
trout  have  been  got  bait  fishing  and  sea  fish 
n  the  small  portion  of  it  fly-flshable.  Beyond 
Sood  Bridge  is  a  long  pool  where  trout  cannot  be 
laid  to  rise  well,  but  its  head,  a  deep  stickle, 
ihould  never  be  passed  by  a  salmon  rod.  From 
his  point  on  both  sides  to  the  limits  of  the  water 
ire  a  beautiful  alternation  of  stickles  and  pools  in 


exquisite   surroundings.-     The    place    is  rather 
wooded,  but  mostly  wadable,  yet  to  confess  the 
truth,  as  an  honest  angler  should,  it  looks  far 
better  than  it  is.    It  is  well  populated  with  trout, 
but  they  run  small  and  take  a  lot  of  catching. 
In  March  and  April  they  often  rise  well  with  fair 
water  down,  but  with  the  latter  month  fly  fishing 
may  be  said  to  end.    We  have  good  reason  to 
beheve  that  this  is  due  to  the  abominable  effluents 
from  the  factories  and  sewage  works  at  Buckfast- 
leigh.   As  the  water  fines  down,  a  filthy  bluish 
scum,  with  a  most  disagreeable  smell,  may  be  seen 
all  over  this  stretch,  and  fly  fishing  will  then  prove 
sheer  waste  of  time  and  energy.    The  trout  will  be 
seen  showing  everywhere,  but  in  an  apathetic  way, 
as  if  they  were  merely  driven  to  the  surface  for  a 
mouthful  of  fresh  air.    It  seems  impossible  to  cope 
successfully  with  this  nuisance  despite  the  many 
efforts  made  by  the  association.    The  writer  has 
met  scores  of  probably  good  fishermen  on  this 
lovely  reach  who   complained  of  the  river  and 
wondered  at  their  non-success.    If  the  best  fly  man 
in  England  worked  for  his  life  for  a  creel  in  mid- 
May  he  would  not  get  one.    The  worst  wind  to  fish 
in  is  the  north-west,  and  it  is  worth  noting  that 
sometimes  in  March,  oftener  in  April,  the  caddis  of 
some  fly  is  in  evidence  for  about  three  weeks, 
and  during  this  period  the  trout  will  take  no 
lure.     Worm  fishing  is  not  permitted  till  May  1, 
and  to  the  clever  performer  in  clear  water  it 
is   the  only   bait  known   to  the  writer  which 
will  do  anything  in   the  summer  months  here. 
The  Lower  Dart  does  not  afford  good  sea-trout 
fishing,  though  large  numbers  go  up  to  spawn. 
They  hang  about  the  tidal  portion  till  a  freshet 
comes,  on  which   they  run   to   their  spawning 
grounds  on  the  Moor.    The  same  may  be  said 
re  salmon.     Stifl,  a  fair  number  of  salmon  are 
constantly  mounting  the  fish-ladder   at  Totnes 
Weir  and   rest  on   their  way,   and   the  chief 
casts   are   Slile,    Colston,    Quarry,  Abbotsmead, 
Caddaford,    and     Nursery     pools,     all  above 
Hood  Bridge.    Only  fly  is  allowed  in  the  last- 
named,  but  fly  does  not  do  well  on  association 
water.  Moderate  sized  Devons  are  best,  and  chiefly 
accoimt  for  the  very  few  fish  killed,  which  may  be 
said  to  average  a  dozen  per  season.     There  is 
always  a  chance  of  a  fish  just  below  the  salmon- 
ladder  on  left  bank,  an  open  cast,  though  not  often 
affording.     There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  net 
fishery  below  the  Weir  pool,  where  thousands  of 
salmon  are  taken  annually,  is  the  principal  cause 
of  the  poor  sport  on  the  water.    Totnes  is  a  good 
headquarters   for   anglers,  there  being  excellent 
accommodation  and  a  convenient  train  service  to 
Buckfastleigh  (seven  miles),  with  Staverton  half- 
way. It  would  be  misleading  to  say  that  the  Lower 
Dart  afforded  large  creels.     Its  trout  are  very 
game  and  die  hard,  but  it  is  a  river  the  tyro  would 
do  well  to  avoid  ;  old  and  experienced  hands  have 
enough  to  do  to  make  a  show.    The  chief  local 
fancy   flies   are    the    Blue    Upright,  Halfstone, 
Edmond's  Palmer,  Olive  Quills,  Hawthorn,  Black 
Gnat,  and  Silver  Horn.     All  information — flies, 
angling  licences,  etc. — can  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
H.  T.  Distin,  flshing-tackle  maker,  46,  High-street, 
Totnes,  who  has  been  a  Dart  flsherman  from  boy- 
hood, and  intending  visitors  would  do  well  to 
consult  him.    The  season  extends  from  March  1 
to  Oct.  1,  inclusive.    Association  tickets  and  con- 
servator's  licences,   for    salmon,   sea- trout,  and 
brown  trout,  cost  £2;  for  trout  only,  £1.  The 
limit  size  for  retention  is  seven  inches. 

Black  Hackle, 


POACHED  BEOWN  TEOUT. 

Under  this  heading  I  was  glad  to  see  the  follow- 
ing letter  in  the  Glasgow  Herald. — R.  B.  M. 

"Sm, — I  think  it  right  that  the  public  should 
know  that  brown  trout  exposed  for  sale  are  cer- 
tainly poached.  I  am  sure  that  no  true  angler 
would  sell  his  usually  small  '  take '  of  such  trout 
for  the  few  pence  per  pound  he  would  get  for  them. 
The  first  period  of  a  close  time  for  brown  trout 
angling  in  Scotland  expired  on  February  28  last — 
a  Saturday — and  on  Monday,  March  2,  about  mid- 
day, I  saw  a  trayful,  approximately  about  four 
dozen  of  brown  trout,  exposed  for  sale  in  a  fish- 
monger's window,  most  of  them  lanky  and  lean, 
and  some  about  the  size  of  a  common  cigar.  Now 
these  fish  must  have  been  taken  either  on  Sunday, 
March  1,  the  first  day  after  the  close  time  had 


expired,  or  after  twelve  on  Sunday  night,  and  the 
fact  that  such  a  number  were  on  sale  so  early  on 
Monday,  no  doubt  sent  by  rail,  I  hold  is  a  sure 
proof  that  they  were  poached.  All  genuine  anglers 
know  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  capture  by 
fair  means  so  many  trout  in  the  sorely  fished 
waters  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles  of  Glasgow  in 
so  short  a  time,  and  so  early  in  the  angling  season. 
But  apart  from  tho  encouragement  given  the 
wretched  poacher  by  the  sordid  resetter,  the  chief 
point  on  which  I  wish  to  warn  the  public  not  to 
buy  such  trout  is  that  a  favourite  mode  of  poaching 
these  is  by  exploding  dynamite  in  the  water  among 
the  fish.  Now  dynamite  contains  75  per  cent.,  or 
three-fourths  its  weight,  of  nitro-glycerine,  and 
nitro-glycerine  is  a  very  potent  poison ;  given  as  a 
medicine  the  dose  is  one-hundredth  part  of  a  drop.- 
The  gases  generated  by  exploded  nitro-glycerine,  or 
dynamite,  are  also  very  poisonous  and  soluble  in 
water  ;  and  thus  it  probably  is  also  with  some  free 
nitro-glycerine  from  the  exploded  dynamite,  and 
not  the  mere  shock  of  the  explosion  in  the  water, 
that  the  trout  are  killed,  or,  rather,  poisoned.  If 
I  am  even  a  small  part  right  in  the  above  surmise, 
it  is  obvious  that  such  trout  are  likely  to  be 
injurious  to  health,  although  it  is  probable  that 
cooking  may  destroy  any  of  the  poison  present. 
To  conclude,  I  question  if  the  sellers  of  such  fish 
know  or  care  whether  they  have  been  poached  by 
limeing  the  water,  netting  the  pools,  or  by  nitro- 
glycerine, so  that  they  get  them  for  a  few  pence 
per  pound. — I  am,  etc.,  "  Piscatob."- 


SIE  WALTEE  SCOTT  ON  THE 
AET  OF  ANGLING. 

Though  we  have  wetted  a  line  in  our  time,  we 
are  far  from  boasting  of  more  than  a  very  superficial 
knowledge  of  the  art,  and  possess  no  part  whatever 
of  the  scientific  information  which  is  necessary  to 
constitute  the  philosophical  angler.  Yet  we  have 
read  our  Walton  as  well  as  others  ;  and,  hke  the 
honest  keeper  in  the  New  Forest,  when  wc  endea- 
vour to  form  an  idea  of  Paradise,  we  always  suppose 
a  trout-stream  going  through  it.  The  art  itself 
is  peculiarly  seductive,  requires  much  ingenuity, 
and  yet  is  easily  reconciled  to  a  course  of  quiet 
reflections,  as,  step  by  step,  we  ascend  a  devious 
brook,  opening  new  prospects  as  we  advance,  which 
remind  us  of  a  good  unambitious  man's  journey 
through  this  world,  wherein  changing  scenes  gUde 
past  him  with  each  its  own  interest,  until  evening 
falls,  and  life  is  ended.  We  have,  indeed,  often 
thought  that  angUng  alone  offers  to  man  the  degree 
of  half-business,  half-idleness,  which  the  fair  sex 
find  in  their  needle-work  or  knitting,  which  employ- 
ing the  hands,  leaves  the  mind  at  hberty,  and 
occupying  the  attention  so  far  as  is  necessary  to 
remove  the  painful  sense  of  a  vacuity,  yet  yields 
room  for  contemplation,  whether  upon  things 
heavenly  or  earthly,  cheerful  or  melancholy. 

We  may  inform  our  reader,  supposing  him  more 
ignorant  than  ourselves,  that  not  all  the  love  of 
rural  scenery  which  is  inspired  by  Walton — not  all 
the  instructions  in  practice  which  may  be  collected 
from  this  work,  the  composition  of  that  far  more 
illustrious  successor,  who  has  condescended  to  be 
his  imitator,  will  ever  make  an  angler  out  of  one  who 
is  not  gifted  with  certain  natural  quahfications  for 
that  amusement.  No  degree  of  zealous  study  V'  ill 
supply  the  want  of  natural  parts.  To  "  fish  by  the 
book "  would  be  as  vain  an  attempt  as  Master 
Stephen's  proposal  to  keep  his  hawk  on  that 
principle. 

There  must  be  a  certain  quicloiess  of  eye  to  judge 
where  the  fish  lies — a  precision  and  neatness  of  hand 
to  cast  the  line  Ughtly.  and  with  such  truth  and 
address  that  the  fly  shall  fall  on  the  very  square  inch 
of  the  stream  which  you  aimed  at,  and  that  with  as 
Uttle  splash  as  if  it  were  the  descent  of  the  natural 
insect ;  there  is  a  certain  deUcacy  of  manipulation 
with  which  you  must  use  the  rod  and  reel  when 
(happy  man  !)  you  actuaUy  have  hooked  a  heavy 
fish  ;  all  of  which  requisites  must  combine  to  ensure 
success.  There  are  the  same  personal  quahties 
requisite  in  shooting,  billiards,  and  other  exercises 
of  skill,  in  the  use  of  the  turning-lathe.  If  thou 
hast  any  of  this  species  of  alertness  of  hand  and 
truth  of  eye  in  thee,  go  forth,  gentle  reader,  and 
return  with  thy  basket  more  or  less  hea\-j-  in  pro- 
portion to  thy  perseverance.  But  if  thou  wantest 
this  pecuhar  knack,  we  doubt  if  even  the  patience 
that  is  exercised  in  a  punt  above  Chelsea  Bridge 
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would  greatly  mend  thy  day's  work  ;  though  thy 
dinner  depended  upon  it,  thou  mayest  go  on  flog 
ging  the  water  from  morning  till  midnight,  en 
tangling  the  hook  now  in  a  bush,  now  in  a  stem,  now 
diiving  it  through  the  nose  of  some  brother  of  the 
angle,  and  now  through  thine  own,  but  not  a  fin 
wilt  thou  basket,  whether  of  bull-trout  or  minnow  ; 
and  thou  must  content  thee  with  half  the  definition 
of  the  angler,  and  be  the  fool  at  the  one  end  of  the 
stick  and  string,  without  the  gudgeon  at  the  other. 

Indeed,  there  always  seemed  to  us  something 
magical  in  this  peculiar  dexterity,  which  no  chance 
or  advantages  of  circumstances  ever  came  to  balance. 
The  mequaUty  between  individual  anglers  exists  to 
a  degree  which  simple  men  will  not  be  able  to  com 
prehend  from  a  perusal  of  "Salmonia." 

We  before  hinted  that  we  have  had  our  lucky 
days,  and  the  most  propitious  time,  both  as  to  the 
size  and  number  of  trouts,  were  the  hours  before  and 
after  sunset  upon  the  very  warmest  days  of  July  and 
August.  The  large  trouts  which  have  lain  hid 
during  the  whole  day  are  then  abroad  for  the  pur 
pose  of  food,  and  take  the  fly  eagerly.  These 
moments, 

"When  the  sun  retiring  slowly, 
Gives  to  dews  the  freshen'd  air," 
are  still  ahve  in  our  recollection  as  green  spots  in  the 
waste  of  existence.  We  recollect  with  what  dehght 
we  entered  knee-deep  into  the  stream  after  the  heat 
of  a  sultry  day,  the  green  boughs  on  the  margin 
scarce  waving  a  leaf  to  the  balmy  gale  of  the  evening 
—the  stream  which  gUded  past  us  almost  ahve  with 
the  object  of  our  pursuit— the  whole  a  mixture  of 
ammal  enjojnnent,  gratified  love  of  sport,  with  a 
species  of  mental  repose  which  enhanced  both.  This 
delightful  amusement  was  not  to  be  obtained  if, 
like  the  poor  cat  in  the  adage,"  we  spared  wetting 
our  feet ;  for  the  shallowness  of  the  stream,  as  well 
as  the  branches  of  the  trees,  impeding  our  sport,  if 
we  could  not  reach  the  middle  current  with  our  cast. 
Neither  see  we  much  cause  to  feel  regret  or  remorse 
when  we  add  that  any  Uttle  chilhness  which  might 
arise  from  pursuing  this  fascinating  sport  too  late 
in  the  evening  was  effectually  removed  by  a  glass  of 
right  Nantz.  Schiedam,  or  Glenlivet,  which  remedy, 
if  the  glass  be  not  too  large  or  filled  a  second  time! 
we  can  with  a  good  conscience  recommend  as  a 
sovereign  specific  upon  occasions  of  wet  feet. —Prom 
a  "Review  of  Sir  H.  Davy's  'Salmonia'!!  in 
Blackwood's  Magazine. 


ANGLEES'  SUEPKISES. 


Mb.  a.  H.  Patterson,  writing  to  the  Eastern 
Daily  Press  (Norwich)  says:— "W.  Covell's  letter, 
referring  to  the  capture  of  a  flat-fish  on  Wroxham 
Broad,  is  interesting,  but  the  'patient  angler' 
should,  of  all  men,  be  the  last  to  be  surprised  at 
anything  which  happens  at  either  end  of  the  rod  ; 
we  sometimes  catch  old  boots  on  Breydon,  and  not 
seldom  an  old  frying-pan.  These  we  throw  back 
again  to  amuse  the  next  enterprising  fisherman. 

"  The  fish  mentioned  is,  undoubtedly,  a  flounder, 
or  '  butt,'  as  we  term  it  in  this  quarter.  This  fish 
seems  just  as  much  at  home  in  fresh  water  as  in 
salt.  Probably  it  came  along  exploring  on  the 
recent  high  tides.  I  remember  an  example  being 
taken  close  to  Potter  Heigham.  The  angler  who 
caught  that  specimen  was  so  frightened  that  he 
mistook  it  for  a  plaice.  I  once  had  a  small  perch 
that  was  taken  alive  in  a  shrimp-net  outside  the 
harbour.    It  had  come  down  on  a  low  ebb  tide. 

"The  Lowestoft  sea  anglers  are  looking  for 
surprises.  Mr.  R.  S.  Hovell  sends  me  to-day  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  lesser  sand-launce  (Ammodytes 
tohianus),  which  is  by  no  means  uncommon  on  this 
coast,  although  very  rarely  taken  on  a  hook.  It 
was  caught  when  anghng  for  so-called  'smelts,' 
but  which  are  really  atherines,  a  species  rather 
alhed  to  the  mullet  group  than  to  the  salmon 
family.  I  shall  be  at  any  time  only  too  delighted 
to  see  puzzling  specimens,  and  to  name  them  for 
those  who  care  to  send  them  to  me.  If  it  is  any 
assurance,  let  me  say  I  shall  consider  myself  the 
most  under  obligation. 

"  Arthur  H.  Patterson. 
"Ibis  House,  Great  Yarmouth.'! 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  river  re 
mains  in  good  order,  and  several  fish  have  been 
caught.  Barbel  have  not  been  feeding  well,  but  _ 
hear  that  one  angler  had  fourteen,  the  largest  being 
41b.  Sport  has  been  poor  at  Hampton  Court.  Mr.  F. 
Sands,  who  tried  there  on  Wednesday,  informs  me 
that  there  is  too  much  water  coming  through 
the  large  gates  at  the  weir,  and  that 
very  little  has  been  doing  in  the  way  i 
sport.  Roach  fishing  has  been  verv  fair,  but  as 
rule  the  fish  have  been  small.  A  fish  of  lib.  lOoz. 
has,  however,  been  caught  at  Kingston,  whilst  at 
Pongbourne,  Mr.  C.  Littlewood,  of  the  K.  P.  S.,  had 
501b.  of  nice  roach,  averaging  Jib.  each,  in  one 
day's  fishing.  A  bream  of  6Jlb.  has  been  caught  in 
the  Long  Water  at  Hampton  Court.  The  prospects 
for  the  coming  week  are  good  for  all  parts  of  the 
river,  as  the  stream  in  the  open  reaches  is  good,  and 
the  colour  of  the  water,  although  clearing,  is  still 
all  that  could  be  desired. — ^F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — Water  gin  clear,  with  a  nice 

stream  running.    Roach  afford  the  best  sport,  and 
some  good  bags  have  been  made  from  the  bank 
and  punt.  A  few  perch  and  chub  have  been  caught, 
but  I  can  hear  of  no  barbel  having  been  taken. 
Stanley  Mead 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire). — The  roach 

and  jack  fishing  is  in  full  swing,  the  water  being  in 
perfect  condition  and  tho  fish  are  feeding  well 
There  is  good  accommodation  at  St.  John's  Bridge 
and  punts  can  be  hired. — Chas.  Powell. 

  (Pangbo-nrne).  —  The    fishing  here 

exceptional.  There  never  has  been  such  sport  in 
the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant,  in  fact  we  are 
having  a  splendid  season  all  round. — W.  Goddard. 

 (Biichmond). — The  water  is  in  good  condition 

for  angling,  but  very  few  seem  to  patronise  the 
punts.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  a  few 
good  fish.  One  angler  caught  a  carp  of  over  41b., 
another  a  baibel  about  the  same  weight  in  splendid 
condition,  and  some  eels  have  been  caught  up  to 
31b. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

 (Teddingfton  Weir).— Water  in  good  con 

dition,  plenty  of  roach  are  being  taken;  a  few 
bream  and  jack  have  elso  been  caught.    A  jack  of 
121b.  was  also  taken  at  the  weir.    700  salmon  have 
been  put  in  this  week  up  to  Sin.    Tide  on  Aug, 
about  3. — Walter  McBbide. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  Since  last 
report  the  sky  has  been  very  cloudy,  and  the  air 
at  times  cool — more  like  autumn— but  upon  the 
whole  anglers  have  expressed  themselves  generally 
satisfied  with  present  sport,  which  has  been  proved 
by  the  numerous  catches  had  every  day  during 
the  early  part  of  the  holidays.  The  patronage  of 
the  angler  seems  to  increase  every  year  on  this 
river.  Roach  have  most  days  been  giving  grand 
sport- variable  creels,  from  41b.  to  lOlb.  Bream 
(silver)  have  been  the  best  sport ;  it  is  a  long  time 
since  such  good  takes  have  been  seen— from  ^Ib.  to 
2|lb.  ia  weight,  and  twenty  fish  to  a  rod.  A  lad 
at  the  locks  Cook  a  pike  weighing  81b. — John 
O.  George,  Bec^e-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).— On  the  Bull 
Hotel  water  this  week  a  very  handsome  brace  of 
trout  weighing  3Jlb.  and  31b.  have  been  caught  by 
Mr.  Bartrem.  In  the  afternoon  with  a  small  Alder 
they  gave  excellent  sport,  and  are  the  record  brace 
of  this  season.  He  also  had  two  brace  on  another 
day.  The  stream  is  in  capital  order  and  the  fish 
rise  well.  At  Bibury  several  two  and  two  and  a  half 
brace  baskets  have  been  taken  ;  this  is  a  charming 
spot  for  a  holiday. — Chas.  Powell. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  this  river  is  at  present 
unning  in  splendid  trim  for  angling,  there  ia  a 
remarkable  absence  of  remunerative  takes.  This 
o  a  large  extent  may  be  accoimted  for  by  the  fact 
that  only  a  meagre  number  of  rods  have  up  to  the 
present    been    operating  on  the  higher  waters. 
During  the  recent  floods  a  large  number  of  salmon 
and  sea-trout  passed  the  weir  at  Ruswarp,  the  out- 
look in  consequence  being  very  tavouraWe.  Sea- 
anglers  continue  to  have  very  good  sport  in  the 
ffing ;  several  score  of  mixed  fish  are  reported  to 
have  been  secured  by  a  visitor  last  week.  From 
the  piers  and  quays  anglers  are  experiencing  fair 
port,  but  the  takes  are,  generally  speaking,  small 
size. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal   (Exeter).  —  Salmon  fishing 
xcept  by  the  net  fishermen  has  been  quiet.  Some 
trouc  have  been  caught  in  the  Exe  and  Creedy 
ith  Red  Palmer,  Blue  L^pright,  July  Dun,  and 
p  stieam  worm  fishing.    The  Exwick  stream  has 
been  let  out  and  cleaned,  twelve   salmon  being 
transferred  to  the  river  under  the  supervision  of  the 
'  ailiff  of  the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators.    In  the 


canal  some  roach,  perch,  and  eels  have  been  cauglit 
at  Topsham,  Turf,  and  Lime  Kilns  respectively  ;  the 
perch,  however,  run  small.  Prospects  for  both  river 
anH  canal  fishing  are  favourable. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
Angling  has  improved,  the  fish  now  being  ready 
for  almost  any  kind  of  bait.  Some  big  bream  have 
been  taken  in  the  deeper  waters  of  the  Forty-foot. 
Creed  wheat  is  low  amongst  the  regular  morsels  to 
their  fancy,  though  red  wheat  is  taking  very  well ; 
boiled  potato  appears  very  desirable  bait.  Some  of 
tho  biggest  bream  have  run  up  to  5Jlb. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The.  Lea  has  run  down 
into  excellent,  condition,  and  good  sport  is  antici- 
pated. The  river  is  not  too  clouded  for  pike  and 
perch  fishing,  the  season  for  which  opened  early  in 
the  week.  Down  to  Wednesday  I  had  no  notable 
captures  to  record  among  those  fish,  but  both 
ought  to  be  feeding  well.  At  Broxbourne,  Rye 
Ho  use.  Ponders  End,  and  Enfield  Lock  roach  have 
been  creeled,  and  the  fish  are  now  in  excellent 
condition.  Somo  dace  have  been  had  in  the  Beane, 
and  certain  portions  of  the  Rib  have  yielded  those 
fish  and  some  roach.  Among  a  catch  of  Rib  dace  I 
saw  on  Tuesday  was  a  plump  lOoz.  fish  and  several 
half-pounders.  The  angler  who  caught  them  told 
me  he  had  seen  a  large  pike — not  comforting  news 
for  those  who  fish  for  trout  in  this  charming  little 
Hertfordshire  stream.  Roach  ought  to  be  feeding 
in  the  Stort,  but  I  have  no  news  of  good  baskets. 
Later, — Fishing  at  Ware,  one  angler  has  brought 
five  jack  to  bank,  the  best  fish  scaling  61b.  Visiting 
anglers  here  have  creeled  some  nice  roach. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  roach  in  these  waters 
have  appeared  in  unusual  numbers  during  the 
last  few  days.  The  followmg  catches  have  been 
reported:  131b.,  lUb.,  two  of  lOlb.,  two  of  91b., 
and  many  smaller  bags.  One  angler,  fishing  four 
days  during  this  week,  landed  431b.  of  roach. 
Bream  are  not  showing  up  so  well  now,  two  catches 
of  81b.  each  being  the  best.— P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  the 
water  being  clear  and  at  a  fair  level.  The  weather 
has  been  doubtful,  but  there  has  been  a  good  few 
rods  out.  and  the  fish  have  been  feeding  fairly  well 
at  the  fly  and  wasp  grub  ;  some  very  nice  lots 
of  grayling  and  trout  have  been  caught. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  capital  order,  and  a  nice  level.  Sport 
lias  been  rather  slack  and  uncertain,  owing  princi- 
pally to  the  changeable  weather.  Flies  as  last 
week,  with  the  addition  of  the  Red  Tag,  which 
grayling  are  now  beginning  to  take.  If  settled 
weather  ensues,  sport  should  improve.  With  the 
first  day  of  the  next  month  trout  fishing  ceases  in 
the  Wye  Conservancy  district,  which  includes  the 
above  rivers.  A  new  bye-law  was  passed  some 
little  while  back,  altering  the  date  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  close  season  for  trout  from  Oct.  2  to 
Sept.  2.  It  would  be  well  for  anglers  in  this 
district  to  make  a  note  of  the  alteration. — R.  T, 
Williams. 

Neue  (Peterborough).— Angling  conditions  have 
improved  this  week,  the  water  now  being  all  right 
for  sport,  but  the  wind  has,  perhaps,  been  a  bit  too 
boisterous.  A  great  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  this  week  all  along  the  river  as  far  es  Water- 
newton.  Bream,  perch,  chub,  and  roach  have  been 
landed,  the  best  bream,  31b.  5|oz.,  having  been 
secured  by  Mr.  H.  Reedman,  Peterborough,  and 
the  finest  roach,  lib.  Soz.,  being  taken  by  Mr.  W, 
Smith,  Peterborough.  Mr.  Ream,  Peterborough, 
secured  some  very  nice  chub. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— There  has  been  a 
fair  evening  rise  from  about  7.30  to  8.30  p.m.  for 
the  last  week,  in  such  intervals  of  a  suitable  state 
of  water  as  we  have  had  between  the  freshets,  but 
the  weather  is  so  unsettled  that  no  dependence  can 
be  placed  on  prospects  of  sport  from  day  to  day. 
The  Red  Quill  is  certainly  as  good  a  pattern  to  me 
as  any.  Two  and  a  half  brace  fell  to  it  on  the 
evening  of  Aug.  3.  With  a  steadily  rising  barometer, 
morning  fishing,  from  8  a.m.  to  about  noon,  should 
soon  be  good. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  has  been  in 
first-class  condition  all  ttie  holidays,  and  a  goodly 
number  of  anglers  have  been  down  here,  some  with 
very  good  returns  indeed  ;  the  best  roach  brought 
in  was  in  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cockhead's  punt,  which 
went  just  under  21b.  A  very  nice  lot  of  other  fish 
Iso  fell  1  o  their  rods.  Wheat  has  been  the  most 
telling  bait.  The  wind  has  been  very  strong  all  the 
time,  but  is  now  abating.  Some  monster  chub 
have  been  showing  themselves,  but  no  fly  fishers 
have  been  out  lately  although  the  river  is  practically 
freo  from  weeds. — A.  Scard. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  Severn  is  in  fairly 
good  order,  and  there  is  no  lack  of  sport  so  far  aa 
coarse  fish  are  concerned,  but  trout  fishing  was 
never  worse  than  has  been  the  case  throughout  thf 
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present  season.  The  private  brooks  are  pretty  well 
stocked  with  trout,  and  anglers  obtaining  leave  to 
fish  in  them  have  been  well  rewarded.  Pike  and 
roach  are  abundant  in  the  Severn  around  and  below 
Shrewsburj^  and  visitors  from  the  Birmingham 
district  usually  enjoy  good  sport.  The  meres  should 
now  be  visited  for  pike,  roach,  rudd,  perch,  carp, 
bream,  and  tench.  There  are  some  fine  sheets  of 
water  between  Shrewsbury  and  Ellesmere  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  county,  and  most  are  super- 
abimdantly  stocked. — Hafben. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
uech). — The  August  Bank  Holiday  was  favoured 
with  lovely  weather  in  this  locality,  and,  as  usual, 
a  large  number  of  excursionists  visited  this  pretty 
neighbourhood,  and,  amongst  others,  many  anglers 
embraced  the  opportunity  and  were  amply  rewarded 
by  finding  the  rivers  in  excellent  conditio'n,  and  had 
in  consequence  very  good  sport,  principally  with 
coarse  fish,  although  a  few  nice  trout  were  taken 
from  the  Vyrnwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex    Rivers    and    Chicliester  Canal.  

Streams  and  rivers  are  now  in  fair  order,  but  in 
the  western  preserved  waters  trout  are  too  well 
educated  to  allow  of  capture  either  with  wet  or  dry 
fly,  but  in  the  lower  streams  a  few  good  fish  up  to 
Iflb.  have  been  taken  by  worming  in  the  pools  and 
under  arches.  The  Ouse  has  afforded  fair  sport 
among  roach  and  chub  in  the  upper  reaches.  From 
the  Barcombe  water  I  have  no  news.  Dace  and 
small  carp  are  notified  from  the  Adur,  and  at 
Chichester  Canal  small  pike  up  to  3|lb.,  bream  of 
21b.,  a  few  good  perch  and  tench,  and  eels  up  to 
41b.  have  been  captured.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Itlandowror,  Carmarthen).— Anglers  have 
had  good  sport  during  the  past  fortnight,  and 
several  trout  of  large  size  have  been  taken.  The 
net  fishermen  continue  to  make  good  catches  of 
salmon  and  sewin  in  the  tidal  waters. — H. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  is  running  in  order 
for  fishing.  Angling  has  been  brisk  during  the 
holiday  time,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had, 
but  no  good  baskets  taken  ;  the  takes  have  averaged 
two  and  three  brace  of  trout  and  grayling.  The 
latter  fish  are  sporting  best  at  present.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  successful,  and  good  trout  from 
lib.  upwards  have  been  landed  with  wasp  grub 
and  worm  ;  prospects  still  good. — T.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — In  this  part  the  water  is  in 

order  for  angling,  and  there  has  been  a  fair  number 
of  rods  out.  The  weather  has  been  stormj%  and  a 
good  lot  of  rain  fell  at  the  end  of  last  week,  but  did 
not  affect  the  water  much.  The  fish  have  been  on 
the  feed  fairly  well,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of 
trout  and  grayling  have  been  landed. — Wokcestee. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbouring 
Kivers. — The  North  Tyne  is  in  splendid  condition 
for  fiy  fishing.  On  Monday  last  a  good  few  deciples 
of  Izaak  made  some  nice  baskets  on  the  Chollerford 
waters.  Several  members  of  the  Shield  Field 
Angling  Society,  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Barrasford,  made  good  baskets  of  mixed  fish, 
principally  had  with  maggot  and  worm.  The 
Coquet  is  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  some  decent 
fish  have  been  killed  in  the  Felton  district.  Mr. 
Young,  bull  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Rochester,  two  bull 
trout,  71b.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  Ninnor,  one  bull  trout, 
81b. ;  and  on  the  Warkworth  water,  on  July  29, 
Mr.  W.  Prmgle,  tliree  salmon,  191b.  13^1b.,  and 
6^1b. ;  Mr.  J.  L.  Catchiside,  bull  trout,  91b. ; 
Mr.  A.  Wardle,  Felton,  on  July  31,  one  bull 
trout,  Vilb. ;  'Sir.  Ganat,  sea-trout,  31b. ;  and  Mr. 
Marsh,  31b.  On  Aug.  4  there  was  plenty  of  fish  up 
and  a  splendid  fly  water  is  running.  Jock  Scott  and 
Butchers,  small  dressing,  are  good  at  present. 
Whittle  Dene  is  fishing  better  this  week,  Mr.  Foster 
had  a  nice  basket. of  twelve  trout;  Mr.  R.  White, 
on  the  same  water,  killed  fourteen  fine  fish  which 
filled  his  creel.  The  Wansbeck  is  fishing  well,  and 
some  good  fish  have  been  killed  below  the  bridge  at 


Morpeth  with  drop  minnow. — Henby  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers' Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).— The  fishing  here 
for  roach  and  dace  has  been  excellent,  and  some 
good  bags  have  been  made,  notably  Mr.  Charity, 
who  landed  114  roach  and  dace,  many  in  fine  con- 
dition;  and  Mr.  A.  Church  secured  sufficient  to 
scale  Ulb.— E.  A.  S. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).— A  rudd 
of  2|lb.  was  got  from  the  Frithbank  water,  reckoned 
to  be  one  of  the  best  taken  of  late  years.  Some 
stones  of  roach  have  been  banked  since  last  report 
and  maggots  made  great  display  about  the  ceme 
tery.  Some  heavy  bream  have  been  got  about 
Chapel  Hill.  Dew  worms  have  been  responsible 
for  fish  up  to  51b.  about  Ash  Holt.  The  waters 
between  the  bridges  at  Bardney  have  yielded  some 
nice  bream,  and  between  Lincoln  and  Bardney 
there  has  been  a  good  bit  of  sport. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers, 
especially  the  Derwent,  have  been  too  discoloured 
for  the  fly,  and  only  a  few  gentlemen  have  turned 
out  on  this  river  with  the  fly.  The  Wye  is  in 
better  trim,  but  only  a  few  fish  have  been  obtained 
from  this  river.  A  party  went  barbel  fishing  on  the 
Derwent  but  only  secured  two  or  three,  from  21b.  to 
31b.  each.  The  Derwent  is  getting  in  good  order, 
and  as  grayling  are  coming  on  pretty  freely  we  may 
rely  on  obtaining  a  decent  basket.  Early  morning 
will  be  a  good  time  this  month.  Useful  flies  :  Ash 
Dun,  Red  and  Grey  Quill,  Jlr.  Cooper's  little  Grey 
Fly,  Red  Ant,  Golden  Dun,  and  Orange  Dun. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks), — There  has  been  a  delightful  change 
in  the  atmospheric  conditions ;  angling  on  all  the 
Yorkshire  rivers  has  been  good.  The  upper  reaches 
of  the  Yore  fished  fairly  good.  Good  baskets  have 
been  made  with  the  fiy,  worm,  and  minnow  in  the 
districts  of  Hawes,  Redmire,  and  Wensley.  The 
tributaries  of  the  Yore  have  been  fishing  well, 
some  excellent  baskets  having  been  made  in  the 
Bedale  and  Burton  Becks,  the  Cover  and  Sow- 
den  Becks.  In  the  districts  of  Clifton  and  Masham 
sport  has  improved,  trout  taking  fly,  worm,  and 
minnow.  In  the  length  at  Tanfield  sport  has  also 
improved ;  during  the  week  some  nice  baskets  have 
been  made  with  the  worm  fished  well  up  stream  ; 
one  angler  secured  twenty-seven  fish  in  two  days. 
In  the  lower  reaches  sport  has  been  met  with  the 
coarse  fish  at  Ripon,Boroughbridge,  andMyton.  The 
Swale  has  fished  better,  nice  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  caught  at  Richmond,  Easby,  and  Catterick. 
In  the  lower  reaches  some  fair  sport  has 
been  met  with  in  the  length  at  Skip  ton 
Bridge,  Baldersley,  and  Topcliffe  amongst  the 
barbel,  roach,  perch,  and  dace.  The  Nidd  is 
also  fishing  fairly  well,  and  nice  sport  has  been  had 
in  the  higher  reaches  in  the  district  of  Pateley 
Bridge,  Dacre  Banks,  and  Birstwith.  The  Derwent 
has  been  slightly  coloured.  Good  sport  has  been 
met  with  at  Yeddingham,  Stamford  Bridge,  Malton, 
Castle  Howard,  jnd  Huttons  Ambo.  Good  baskets 
of  coarse  fish  have  made  at  Acaster.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Webb  on  Monday  had  141b.  of  roach.  Prospects 
are  good  on  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.); 

■During  the  past  week  the  following  excellent 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  made  : — On  Julj'  27  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Urigill,  had 
thirty-  four  trout,  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  on  same  loch, 
forty-two.  131b;  and  Mr.  Wilson,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
fifteen,  41b.  On  28th,  Messrs.  Lockwood  and 
Fawcett,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-three,  11  Jib. ; 
Messrs.  Wilson,  on  same  loch,  forty-three,  ll|lb.  ; 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  three 
dozen,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  on  S3me  loch,  three  dozen, 
1 31b  ;  Mr.  Dyke,  on  Loch  Voyatie,  twenty-two,  81b. ; 
and  Lieut.  Robertson,  R.E. ,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty- 
eight,  9  Jib.  On  29  th,  the  baskets  ranged  from 
one-and-a-half-dozen  to  three- and -a-half -dozen, 
and  up  to  14 Jib.  On  30th,  Lieut.  Robertson, 
R.E,  on  Loch  Urigill,  three  dozen,  12 Jib.  ; 
Mr.  R.  Ball,  on  same  loch,  thirty-one,  8Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty- four, 
12Jlb. ;  Sir.  Dyke,  on  same  loch,  fifteen,  7Jlb.  ; 
Messrs.  Wilson,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty-one,  lOJlb.; 
and  Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Fawcett,  on  same  loch. 


TKonT,  Ska-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flees.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  utidrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  caste.  Is.  M.  ;  be^t  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  fi.  J1)LLJ«R,  ^<l^the^n  Anglers'  OerOi.  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    I'eleKrama  ;  "  Fiscatur  Leeds  ' 


thirty,  11  Jib.  On  the  3  Ist,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  thirty-four,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  fifty, 
171b. ;  Lieutenant  Robertson,  on  Loch  Cama.  thirty- 
two,  111b.;  and  Mr  Lawson.  fifteen.  51b.  On 
Aug.  1,  eight  anglers  were  out  on  Lochs  Cama, 
Urigill,  and  Veyatie;  baskets  ran  from  twelve  to 
thirty  fish,  and  up  to  9Jlb.  in  %veight.  On  Aug  3, 
Messrs.  Wilson,  Messrs.  Kelly  (London),  Mr.  Rouse 
Ball,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  Mr.  Dyke,  Messrs  Parker 
and  Dixon,  and  Lieut.  Robertson,  R.E.,  were  out 
on  Lochs  Urigill,  Boarlan,  Cama,  and  Veyatie; 
baskets  ranged  from  eighteen  to  forty-five  fiah,  two 
weighing  131b.  each.  Conditions  are  now  most 
promising  — B. 

Blackwater  (Garynahine  Hotel). — From  July 
1  to  4,  one  rod  on  river,  eleven  salmon,  661b.  ;  from 
July  6  to  11,  two  rods  on  river,  thirty-nine  salmon, 
2131b. ;  from  July  13  to  18,  five  rods  on  lochs  and 
river,  sixty-one  salmon,  243Jlb.  ;  from  July  20  to 
26,  five  rods  on  lochs  and  river,  fourteen  salmoDi 
82Jlb. ;  from  July  27  to  31,  five  rods  on  lochs  and 
river,  eighteen  salmon,  831b.  Best  catch  to  one  rod 
for  one  day  on  river,  nine  salmon,  521b.  ;  best  catch 
to  one  rod  for  one  day  on  lochs,  seven  salmon,  301b, 
Prospects  for  this  season  good. — J.  F.  Mackenzie! 

Border  lisk  and  Liddle.— The  Esk  is  in  excellent 
angling  order.    The  Liddle  water  is  in  flood,  and 
all  the  tributaries  are  affording  good  sport  with 
yellow  trout,  and  some  sea-trout  have  been  got  in 
the  Ewes,  Tarras,  and   Hermitage  waters.  Mr. 
Borthwick  had  one  sea-trout  and  five  yellow  trout 
in  Westerkirk  water,  and  Mr.  Cocks  one  in  upper 
Esk.    Salmon  and  grilse  have  been  abundant  in 
the  Solway  Firth  during  the  past  week,  but  the 
sea-trout  season    is  now  at  an  end  in  the  Sol- 
way.    On  Friday  and  Saturday  a  few  autumn 
salmon    and   some    grilse    were   caught   in  the 
stake  nets  on  the   Scottish  side  of  the  Firth, 
Fishing  in  the  lower  waters  below  Longtown,  an 
angler  at  two  fishings  caught  four  sea-trout  and 
eight  herling.    Several  sea  trout  have  been  trot  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Ljne  between  Longtown 
and  Metal  Bridge,  where  some  good  baskets  of 
herling  have  been  got.    Fishing  in  the  Netherby 
water,  Mr.  H.  Foster  had  a  basket  of  sea-trout  and 
ten  herling  at  a  night's  fishing.    Mr.  Chambers  has 
had  several  nice  catches  of  herling  and  four  sea- 
trout,  while  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling 
have  been  got  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Netherby 
reserv-ed  water.    Good  sport  has  been  had  in  the 
Willow  and  Cauldron  pools,  principally  on  the  Engl  ish 
side  of  the  river.    Mr.  McPherson  caught  two  ^e^^. 
trout  in  the  water  belosv  Netherby  and  Canonbie. 
Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  G.  Steel  caught  two  her- 
ling in  the  upper  reaches.    Mr.  J  Johnstone  also 
caught  two  in  the  same  water.    Mr.  C.  Irvine  had 
two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout.    Mr.  Dickie 
creeled  two  sea-trout,  one  herling,   and  several 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Thompson  had  two  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout,  below  Newcastleton  Village ; 
Mr.  J.  Williams  had  three  sea-trout  in  the  sime 
water;  Sergeant  Newton  caught  a  sea-trout  and 
some  fine  yellow  trout.    Fair  sport  is  also  being 
had  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Liddle  below  Penton 
Bridge,  and  also  above  the  Linns  up  to  Ker.shope 
Foot.    Fishing  in  Canonbie  water,  ^Messrs.  Frank 
Little,  A.  Porteous,  D.  Murraj',  Jas.  Armstrong,  J. 
Elliot  and  others,  have  had  good  baskets  of  sea-trout 
and  herling.    Mr.  VV.  Murray  caught  three  sea-trout 
below  Canonbie  Bridge ;  Mr.  T.  Steel  had  four  sea- 
trout  and  a  few  herling  ;  Mr  D.  Nelson  had  a  similar 
basket ;  Mr.  Robert  Nelson  had  three  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
J.  J ohnstone  one  sea-trout  and  a  few  herling.   In  the 
Langholm  water  on  Saturday  Mr.  Thos.  Morrison 
had  three  sea-trout  and  three  herling,  the  best  sea- 
trout  weighing  3Jlb.  The  following  anglers,  staying 
at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  have  been  fairly 
successful,  namely :  Rev.  F.  W.  Haden,  Wolver- 
hampton, had  six  fine  sea-trout,  the  best  scaling 
31b.,  in  the  reserved  water.    At  another  fishing  the 
same  angler  caught  four  sea-trout,  all  about  2lb. 
each  ;  Mr.  Wightman  and  Mr.  Elliot  had  one  of  the 
finest  baskets  of  the  season  in  the  Byreburnfoot 
water,  below  GUnockie,  their  catch  including  a 
grilse    weighing    51b.,   and    fourteen  sea  -  trout, 
one  weighing  41b,     Mr.  Foster,  and  Mr.  Dewsstt 
had    seven    sea  -  trout    and    two    herling.  Mr, 
Foster  had  also  a  sea-trout  in  the  Liddle.  Mr. 
F.  Holbrooke  caught  a  sea  trout  and  two  herling 
on  Langholm  water.    Fishing  in  Langholm  water, 
Mr.  J.  Harkness  had  a  fine  sea-trout  at  Skipptrs 
Bridge,  and  Mr.  T.  Bell  a  sea-trout  and  a  herling. 
At  a  second  fishing,  Mr.  Thos.  Morrison  creeled 
three  sea-trout.     Mr.  William  Douglas.  Eskdale 
Hotel,  Langholm,  prognosticates  a  good  auiumn 
for  anglers. — Gilkockie. 

Carron  (Saster  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  On 
July  31.  Messrs.  Donald  MacLeod,  Manchester,  and 
Hugh  MacLeod,  Ardgay  HLl,  fished  on  Mr.  John 
MacLscd's  lod  emd  got  nine  trout,  averaging  lib., 
the  heaviest  being  2^1b. — B. 

Dsverou  (Banffshire). — During  the  past  week 
iLUi  hud  f al'en  heavily,  and  the  river  is  in  splendid 
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condition  for  fly  fishing.  Since  the  spate  com- 
menced a  good  many  fish  have  been  running,  and 
most  of  the  upper  and  middle  reaches  are  well 
stocked  with  fish.  On  the  Beldorney  water,  on 
July  28,  Captain  Grant  had  two  grilse,  one  of  3Jlb. 
and  one  of  SJlb.,  and  on  July  30  one  of  5 Jib.  On 
the  same  water,  Mr.  Maopheison  had  a  grilse  of 
5 Jib.  On  the  Blairmore  section,  on  July  27, 
28,  and  29,  Mr.  George  Miln©  (keeper)  had 
two  salmon  of  71b.  and  111b.,  and  two  grilse  of 
4Jlb.  each.  Although  the  rough  weather  in  the 
early  part  of  last  week  interfered  with  the  net  fish- 
ings, good  progress  was  made  towards  the  close  of 
the  week.  On  the  river  a  large  number  of  salmon  and 
grilse  were  got  daily,  and  on  Saturday,  when  the 
fishermen  got  to  sea  the  yield  of  fish  from  the  bag 
nets  was  very  large.  Both  salmon  and  grilse  are  of 
capital  quality  and  of  large  size,  the  former 
averaging  about  161b.  and  the  latter  61b. — H.  W. 

Inchnadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland),— Fishing 
from  this  hotel,  on  July  18,  Mr.  Webb  caught  one 
salmon,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  twenty-one  trout,  81b. ; 
Messrs.  Webb  and  Andrews,  seventeen  trout,  71b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  nine  trout,  51b.  On  J uly  20, 
Mr.  Thomson,  eight  trout,  61b.  On  July  21,  Rev.  A. 
Morgan,  one  grilse,  51b.  On  July  26,  Mr.  Thomson, 
nine  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  sixteen  trout, 
71b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hooper,  twelve  trout,  5  Jib. ; 
Mr.  Robertson,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.  On  J  uly  28,  Mr. 
Thomson,  seven  trout,  51b.  On  July  29,  Mr.  Wallace, 
one  grilse,  41b.  On  July  30,  Mr.  Thomson,  one  grilse, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Ivory,  one  grilse,  5 Jib.,  and  eleven 
trout,  51b. ;  Mr,  Thomson  ,  five  trout,  31b.  On 
July  31,  Mr.  Falconer,  one  salmon,  101b.  On  Aug.  1, 
Mr.  Hooper,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.,  and  one  salmon,  71b. 
— Wm.  Wallace. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  showery  with  strong  south- 
westerly winds.  Fish  are  now  more  inclined  to 
take,  and  better  sport  has  been  got  than  during  the 
past  six  weeks,  though  very  few  rods  have  been 
out.  A  competition  was  held  by  the  Stirling  Club, 
when  the  prize-winners  were  :  First,  Mr.  Smith,  two 
of  31b.  ISJoz.;  second,  Mr.  Mackie,  two  of  31b.  4oz. 
Private  parties :  Mr.  D.  Mclntyre,  Dundee,  had 
eight  trout,  131b.;  Mr.  Tanqueray,  Edinburgh,  seven 
trout,  91b.  4oz.;  Mr.  Butter,  four  trout,  61b.,  his 
heaviest  weighing  31b.;  Mr.  Venables,  Glasgow, 
three  trout,  31b. — Robert  B.  Lainq. 

Loch  Ness  (Poyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  Aug.  1,  Col.  O'Donell  killed  one 
trout,  weighing  91b.  On  Aug.  3,  Baron  Heath,  one 
grilse.  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Smith,  Dundee,  eleven  trout,  5Jlb. 

 S.  TiLSTON. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee. — The  river  has  been 
in  fine  size,  but  sport  somewhat  dull  on  account 
of  the  diurnal  thunderstorms.  A  fine  head  of 
fish  has  been  showing  off  the  coast,  and  several 
autumn  beauties  of  301b.  and  over  have  been 
got.  The  netting  season  closes  on  Aug.  26, 
after  which  tho  angler's  chances  will  be  greatly 
enhanced.  On  the  King's  water  at  Balmoral, 
Sir  Dighton  Probyn  has  had  several  fish  since 
his  arrival  on  Saturday  last.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
is  expected  shortly  at  Abergeldie,  and  the  chances 
of  good  sport  were  seldom,  if  ever,  better  at  this 
early  period  of  the  back-end  season.  On  the 
Aboyne  waters  both  salmon  and  grilse  are  being 
got  daily,  several  guests  at  the  Castle  being 
especially  successful.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
reaches  Mr,  Alexander  Forbes  creeled  a  fine 
grilse  of  51b.  He  has  also  been  highly  successful  on 
the  Commonty,  having  creeled  two  grilse  and  several 
sea-trout.  On  the  Blackball  Castle  water  Mr. 
Hamish  Beveridge  creeled  a  nice  grilse  of  3Jlb.  and 
some  good  baskets  of  trout  ;  otherwise  splendid 
sport  is  being  got  on  the  Feugh,  the  main  tributary 
of  the  Dee.  Grilse  and  sea-trout  were  never  known 
to  be  so  plentiful.  The  keeper  at  Riverston  had 
sixty  -  seven  fish  in  ten  days'  angling  below 
the  Bridge  of  Feugh,  while  the  rods  on  the 
waters  above  the  falls  have  had  four  or  five 
daily.  On  the  lower  waters  sea-trout  and 
finnock  are  by  no  means  scarce,  but  have  not  yet 
began  to  leave  the  tidals.  Messrs.  Jamieson, 
Mackay,  Jolly,  and  others  are  getting  good 
sport.  Dr.  J.  Jamieson  landed  a  salmon  of  81b. 
on  the  tidal  on  July  31.  The  netsmen  have  been 
making  good  hauls  on  both  the  river  and  coast 
stations.  Don. — The  trout  season — almost  now 
over — has  been  a  remarkably  good  one,  especially 
to  those  using  both  fly  and  bait.  On  the  Ythan 
(tidal)  very  good  sport  is  being  got  by  those  using 
the  sand-eel  bait. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 
Since  last  report  the  following  good  baskets  have 
been  made  by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel : 
—On  July  27,  Mr.  Etches,  Meridan,  on  Mid-Shin 
beat,  thirteen  trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Hardie  and 
Joachim,  Tulloch,  on  Loch  Griam,  nine  trout, 
heaviest  2Jlb.,  and  the  whole  71b.,  also  a  Salmo 
jerox  of  81b.  On  July  28,  Mr.  Etches,  on  Loch 
Griam,  caught  nineteen  trout,  SJlb, ;  and  Messrs. 


Hardie  and  Joachim,  on  Mid-Shin  beat,  two  feros 
of  61b.  and  3Jlb.  On  July  29,  Mr.  Ross  landed  a 
91b.  salmon  on  river  Merkland  ;  Mr.  Simpson,  on 
Loch  Griam,  had  eleven  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Etches, 
on  Loch  Merkland,  ten  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Hardie 
and  Joachim,  on  Loch  More,  twelve  sea-trout,  131b. 
On  July  30,  Mr.  Etches,  on  Top  Shin  Beat,  twenty- 
one  trout,  7Jlb. ;  Mr,  Simpson,  on  Fiag  Beat,  eleven 
trout,  4Jlbr;  and  Messrs.  Blyth  and  Musgrave, 
North  Berwick,  on  Loch  More,  six  sea-trout,  4Jlb. 
On  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Simpson,  on  Top  Shin,  got  nine 
trout  averaging  Jib.  each  ;  and  Mr.  Etches,  on  Mid 
Shin,  seventeen  trout,  5  Jib.  On  Aug.  3,  Mr.  Simpson, 
on  Mid  Shin,  twelve  trout,  4  Jib. ;  and  Mr.  Etches, 
on  Fiag  Beat,  thirteen,  51b.  Weather  now  most 
favourable. — B. 

Oykell  (Ross-shire), — Mr.  Hugh  Ross.  Wigan, 
and  Mr.  Deeley,  Wigan,  were  out  on  J  uly  28  and  29. 
The  river  happened  to  be  in  excellent  order,  and  they 
secured  six  salmon  and  sixteen  sea-trout.  It  may 
be  stated  that  Mr.  Roes  has  known  the  Oykell  from 
boyhood,  and  is  therefore  not  a  novice  in  salmon 
angling. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — More  unsettled  weather  has 
prevailed  over  the  south  of  Scotland  during  the 
past  week,  and  heavy  showers  of  rain  have  kept 
the  rivers  in  an  up-and-down  condition.  The  herling 
season  is  still  a  sore  disappoiatment  to  trout  fishers. 
Up  to  this  date  there  has  not  been  a  satisfactory 
show  of  herling.  Small  lots  have  been  running  daily 
in  all  the  rivers ;  they  have  not  rested  a  day  in 
any  lower  streams,  but  have  ascended  to  the  higher 
waters.  Sea-trout  seem  to  be  more  plentiful,  though 
they  are  not  rising  so  freely.  Grilse  are  making  a 
fair  show,  and  several  have  been  accounted  for  by 
the  rods.  In  a  little  over  a  month  the  nets  in  the 
Solway  will  close  their  season,  and  anglers  will 
shortly  be  looking  over  their  tackle  for  the  back-end 
salmon  fishing.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport 
on  the  different  rivers  of  the  district.  The  Annan. 
— This  river  has  not  been  two  days  alike  since  last 
week's  report.  On  Saturday  night  (Aug.  1)  more 
rain  fell,  as  also  on  the  night  of  Aug.  2.  On  Monday 
(Aug.  3)  the  waters  were  up  several  inches.  Herling 
are  making  a  poor  show,  and  no  angler  has,  so  far, 
taken  a  dozen  at  an  outing.  On  the  morniilg  of 
Aug.  3  Mr.  J.  Laurie  caught  seven  herling  and 
one  sea-trout  with  the  clear-water  worm.  On 
Wednesday  (Aug.  5),  a  London  angler  had  several 
nice  herling  in  the  Brewery  water  with  fly,  and 
another  visitor  two  or  three  with  the  clear-water 
worm.  Mr.  A.  Macdonald  caught  four  in  the 
Northfield  water  with  fly.  Fishing  in  the  Mount 
Annan  water  on  Tuesday  (Aug.  4),  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom 
landed  a  grilse  of  4 Jib.,  and  a  herling  of  |lb.  In  the 
same  water  last  week  Messrs.  Paton,  Abernethy, 
and  Alexander  Mackay  were  successful  in  killing 
several  sea-trout,  Mr.  A.  Bell  had  three  sea- 
trout  at  a  fishing;  and  at  a  night  outing  he 
had  one  sea-trout  and  six  herling  in  the  Back 
of  the  Wood  stream  with  fly.  Mr.  Thorburn, 
the  School  House,  Brydekirk,  caught  five  sea-trout 
with  the  worm  lure  besides  a  number  of  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  John  Rae  caught  four  sea-trout  and 
three  herling  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion  at 
Castlemiik  on  Monday  morning  (Aug.  3),  and  he 
had  two  sea-trout  on  the  following  day  and 
one  or  two  herling.  The  Nith,  Dumfries.  — 
There  is  a  good  head  of  sea-trout  in  this  river, 
and  a  number  of  fine  ones  have  fallen  to  the 
rods  in  the  middle  reaches.  In  the  Auldgirth 
water,  as  also  at  Closeburn,  a  few  herling  have 
been  caught  after  dark.  Thornhill  anglers  have 
also  been  doing  fairly  well  with  the  evening  fly  in 
the  association  waters.  Little  is  doing  in  the  lower 
waters  near  Dumfries,  and  few  herling  are  reported 
to  be  running.  The  Gallovi^ay  Rivers. — These 
waters  are  in  fair  order  at  present,  and  the  sport 
has  shown  some  improvement.  In  the  Fleet  of 
Gatehouse,  Mr.  G.  McMurray  killed  a  salmon  of 
71b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Maxwell  landed  a  grilse  of  41b. 
on  Wednesday.  A  few  herling  were  caught.  The 
Ayrshire  Rivers. — My  Ayrshire  correspondent 
writes  that  angling  has  been  of  little  account 
during  the  past  week  on  the  rivers  there,  though 
the  waters  were  fully  occupied  by  holiday  visitors, 
chiefly  from  Glasgow.  On  a  number  of  the  Clyde 
inland  lochs  sea  fishing  has  been  particularly  good. 
Several  London  anglers  have  had  rare  sport. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  has  been  only  fair  of 
late  on  the  Spey.  On  Colonel  Smith  Grant's  water 
at  Laggan,  on  Wednesday  (July  29),  Mr.  J.  Skinner 
had  a  grilse  of  6 Jib.,  and  on  the  following  day 
(July  30)  another  of  4Jlb.,  while  Colonel  Fleming, 
Keith,  had  a  salmon  of  8Jlb.,  and  a  grilse  of  3Jlb. 
On  Friday  (July  31)  Mr.  Skinner  had  also  a  salmon 
of  121b.,  and  Mr.  George  Sharp,  fisherman,  a  grilse 
of  61b,  From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
Thursday  (July  30)  four  grilse  were  taken,  weighing 
from  41b.  to  81b. ;  and  from  the  Aberlour  House 
water,  on  Tuesday  (August  4)  Dr.  Erving,  Crai- 
gellachie,  a  grilse  of  3  Jib. ;  and  Mr.  Reid,  keeper, 


a  salmon  of  13Jlb.  At  Craigellachie  the  river  ia 
in  good  fishing  order,  but  the  fish,  of  which  there 
appear  to  be  plenty,  are  shy  to  take.  On  the  Glen- 
graht  water  last  week  a  salmon  weighing  22lb.  was 
landed,  and  also  two  grilse. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel.  —  Fishing  from  this  hotel  on 
July  27,  Mr.  Bourne  had  twelve  trout,  2Ilb. ; 
Messrs.  Gilroy  and  Finch,  eight,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Swan, 
ten,  101b. ;  Major  Bunn,  five,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Morrison, 
eighteen,  7 Jib.  On  July  28,  Mr.  Bourne  had  twenty- 
one  trout,  8Jlb.,  and  one  jerox,  51b. ;  Messrs. 
Morrison, .  forty  trout,  lOJlb. ;  Major  Bunn,  four; 
Messrs.  Gilroy  and  Finch,  thirteen.  5Jlb.  On 
July  29,  Mr.  Bourne  had  five  trout,  15 Jib.  ;  Messrs. 
Morrisdn,  five,  101b.;  Messrs.  Gilroy  and  Finch, 
eighteen,  61b.  •  On  July  30,  Messrs.  Morrison  had 
four  trout,  41b,  On  Aug.  1,  Messrs.  Gilroy  and 
Finch  had  twenty-one  trout,  GJlb.  ;  Major  Bunn, 
fourteen,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  seven,  9Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Colquhoun,  four,  4Jlb. — M.  MacInnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).— The  com- 
mencement of  week  opened  rather  unfavourably  for 
anglers,  with  north  and  north-east  winds,  changing 
on  Saturday  to  south  and  south-west  with  heavy 
rain,  which  brought  on  a  good  flood.  During  week, 
Mr.  A.  V.  Willcox  landed  three  peal,  71b.,  71b.  and 
81b.,  and  twenty-five  sea-trout ;  Mr.  M,  Campbell, 
two  peal,  81b.  and  71b.,  and  twenty-five  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  D.  Adams,  seventy-six  sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  W. 
Wickham,  thirty-nine  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R.  H.  Rams- 
den,  four  peal,  81b.,  71b.,  71b.  and  5lb.,  and  fifty- 
three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  Pearson,  one  summer  fish, 
91b.,  and  seventy-six  sea-trout.  Fishing  for  two 
days,  Dr.  Fenton  creeled  one  summer  fish,  lllbs., 
and  thirty-two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Wickham,  one 
peal,  71b.,  and  eighteen  sea-trout.  Total  for  week, 
twelve  salmon,  911b.,  and  three  hundred  and  forty- 
four  sea-trout. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Trihutaries. — Heavy  showers  of  rain 
were  experienced  through  the  past  week,  and  the 
Maine,  Moyola,  Ballinderry,  and  other  tributaries 
were  kept  in  high  angling  volume,  but  no  salmon 
were  caught  on  these  streams.  The  Bann  rose  four 
inches  and  was  discoloured,  and  the  fly  could  not 
be  used  on  any  of  the  deep  casts,  and  the  little 
sport  obtained  was  on  the  spoon  and  worm.  Mr.  J. 
Duncan  caught  two  grilse,  51b.  and  7lb.,  on  the 
Portglenone  stretch.  Mr.  Ardill,  one  salmon,  81b. ; 
Mr.  F.  Wilson,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  7Jlb.  ;  and 
Captain  Powell,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  91b.,  on  the 
Kilrea  section ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  fine  salmon  and 
grilse,  ranging  from  6 Jib.  to  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Shaw 
and  friend,  seven,  from  41b.  to  lllb.,  on  the 
Caronroe  reach. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District, — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  wild  and  blustery  as  a  rule.  Trout  fishing 
on  the  Dams  was  rather  poor,  the  takes  per  rod 
running  from  two  to  four  fish.  At  Woodburn  and 
at  Stoneyford  it  was  worse.  It  is  not  for  lack 
of  fish.  During  a  dead  calm  the  other  evening  at 
Woodburn  the  trout  were  breaking  the  water  in 
hundreds.  I  counted  over  fifty  fiih  rising  in 
"the  neck,"  a  very  small  run  of  water.  On  the 
Glenovy,  Crumlin,  Clady,  and  other  small  streams 
some  big  takes  of  small  trout  were  made,  one 
angler  creeling  fifty-seven.  Mr.  R.  M.  Patterson, 
president  of  the  North  East  Ulster  Club,  had 
one  trout  of  2Jlb,  During  his  holidays  on  the 
Maine,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  honorary  secretary,  Ulster 
Anglers,  killed  oVer  300  trout,  mostly  on  the  dry-fly. 
Twenty  of  these  were  over  1  Jib.,  and  one  lake  trout 
or  dolloghan  scaled  2flb.  Messrs.  Thomas  Topping, 
Alexander  Foster,  and  R.  M.  Endoo  camped  out  on 
the  Maine  for  a  week  and  had  good  sport.  There 
are  plenty  of  white  trout  up  the  Moneycaragh, 
and  a  few  in  the  lower  sections  of  the  Crossgar. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone). — The  reaches  about 
Benburb  are  heavily  stocked  with  salmon  and 
grilse  waiting  for  another  flood  to  take  them  over 
the  weir.  They  are  restless  and  not  inclined  to 
rise  readily.  'Trout  fishing  is  pretty  good  both  on 
the  main  stream  and  tributaries,  particularly  the 
Torrent.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Stormy, 
wet  weather  continued  during  the  past  week ;  this 
kept  the  river  in  a  rather  unsettled  state,  yet  some 
fair  sport  was  obtained,  and  the  following  are  the 
particulars  :  Mr.  F.  G.  NichoUs  landed  seven  salmon, 
weighing  from  71b.  to  181b. ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson,  six, 
salmon,  of  91b.,  251b.,  151b.,  91b.,  181b.,  and  101b.  ; 
Mr.  Joseph  Hone  landed  six  salmon  of  51b.,  8lb., 
71b„  101b,,  91b.  and  101b. ;  Major  Wilkinson  landed 
seven  salmon  weighing  from  61b.  to  171b. ;  Mr.  Geo. 
Davis  landed  one  salmon  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  S.  V, 
Thomas  landed  one  salmon  of  71b.  At  time  of 
writing  the  river  is  in  good  fishing  order,  and  a  fine 
stock  of  salmon  in  all  the  pools;  the  weather  at 
time  of  writing  is  stormy  and  raining  heavily  at 
intervals.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 
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Lough  Corrib  (Onghterard).  — There  has  been 
a  great  deal  of  rain  here  for  the  last  week,  with 
some  thunder  and  lightning,  the  river  has  risen 
about  eighteen  inches,  and  the  lough  some  two  or 
three  inches.  Mr.  Redrington,  of  Galway,  fishing 
from  the  Bailway  Hotel,  Oughterard,  on  the  29th 
ult.,  went  on  the  lough  at  12  noon,  and  came  in  at 
6.30  p.m.  He  brought  in  a  basket  of  eight  trout, 
scaling  12 Jib.  He  states  it  was  the  best  day 
he  ever  had  in  such  a  short  time.  The 
Rev.  S.  W.  Soole  capttired  a  fine  pike,  19Jlb., 
which  gave  him  play  for  thirty-five  minutes ;  it 
was  taken  with  alaxgespoon  bait.  The  Long  Harry 
is  now  a  good  and  sure  bait  to  kill ;  and  as  the 
weather  is  likely  to  improve  after  so  much  rain  and 
storm,  there  is  certain  to  be  large  takes  on  the 
Corrib. — T.  F.  Natjghton. 

Loagh  Curraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  good  since  last  report,  but  has  been 
principally  confined  to  sea-trout.  The  best  basket 
was  one  of  eighteen  sea-trout  (in  addition  to  a  few 
good  brown  trout)  creeled  by  Messrs.  Norbray  (two) 
on  Friday,  July  31.  The  fish  averaged  about  IJlb. 
Colonel  Carruthers  on  one  day  got  fourteen  sea- 
trout,  and  the  following  gentlemen  had  also  good 
sport :  Mr.  Martin,  Major  Cresswell,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Parker,  Mr.  Fairbridge,  Mr.  Fourtione,  Sir  Thomas 
Hughes,  Mr.  Doughan,  Mr.  Goslit,  and  a  few  others. 
Mr.  Parker  caught  a  salmon  of  61b.  on  the  Inny,  on 
Saturday  (Aug.  1),  and  another  of  about  the  same 
weight,  on  the  same  water,  on  Aug.  3.  The  Right 
Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Limerick  had  a  nice  fresh-run 
peal  of  6ib.,  on  WatervDle  river,  on  the  same  date. 
On  Loughnamona,  Lougnaiska,  and  the  upper  lakes 
generally,  fair  sport  is  now  being  had  at  sea  and 
brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonhur). — Fly  fishing  on  the 
above  water  from  Kilbride  Lodge  has  been  excep- 
tionally poor  since  last  report  until  July  29,  when 
good  baskets  were  taken  by  the  boatmen.  On 
July  30,  Mr.  Curtler,  fly  fishing,  got  four  trout,  the 
heaviest  a  gillaroo  of  51b.  4oz.,  which  has  been  sent 
to  Mr.  Williams,  Dame-street,  Dublin,  to  be  pre- 
served. Mr.  Young,  on  Aug.  1,  had  some  fair  sport, 
the  heaviest  trout,  21b.,  on  the  fly. — P.  S. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Fishing 
above  waters  with  the  artificial  fly  has  much  im- 
proved during  the  past  week,  and  trout  are  rising 
freely.  Several  anglers  have  come  to  dap  with 
"  Harry-long-legs,"  and  expect  good  sport,  August 
being  the  best  month.  Mr.  Rowlinson  made  an 
average  basket  of  101b.  of  trout  for  the  week  on 
Mask,  and  fished  Corrib  on  Aug.  3  and  4  with 
similar  results.  Largest  trout  caught  trolling  by 
Mr.  Thome,  81b.,  and  largest  pike  by  Mr.  Mulhally, 
271b.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — Sport  was  again  poor  during 
the  past  week  owing  to  the  stormy  weather,  yet  on 
the  sheltered  parts  of  the  lake  some  fine  specimens 
of  the  gillaroo  trout  were  taken.  Mr.  Mullen  caught 
a  trout  of  5Jlb.,  while  trolling,  on  Aug.  4 ;  and  Mr. 
Kane  took  a  nice  basket  of  gillaroos  and  brown 
trout  on  Aug.  1. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Moy  (Balliua). — Fishing  for  the  past  week  has 
been  fair.  Colonel  Garde  got  two  fish,  101b.  ;  Major 
Manns  got  one,  6lb. ;  Mr.  Adams,  eight  fish,  721b. ; 
Mr.  Booth  got  six  fish,  421b. ;  and  over  a  hundred 
pounds  of  pike  on  Lough  Conn,  Trout-fishing  was 
good,  some  nice  baskets  being  got.  All  the  above 
fished  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina. —  John 
Devbes. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  heavy  rains  put  the  river  out  of  order 
for  the  most  part  of  the  week.  Dr.  Adams,  three 
grilse,  191b. ;  Dr.  Scroop,  seven  grilse,  431b.  ;  Mr. 
Barton,  eight  grilse,  511b. ;  Mr.  A.  Scott,  five  grilse, 
311b. ;  Mr.  Drew,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Willias,  one 
grilse,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Philipston  Stow,  six  grilse,  391b. ; 
Mr.  A.  M.  Hollins  and  friend,  fifteen  gi'ilse,  861b. ; 
Mr.  Godwen  Booth,  three  grilse,  191b.  Sea-trout 
anglers  have  done  well  on  the  lower  pools  of  the 
river ;  best  take  for  one  rod  in  one  day,  nineteen, 
16Jlb.  Trouting  on  the  loughs  fair.  Mr.  Godwen 
Booth,  one  jack,  271b.,  if  in  good  condition  would 
scale  351b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Lloyd,  three  jack,  111b.,  171b., 
231b. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Kosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— Sea-trout 
fishing  continues  good  on  the  lakes,  and  the  heavy 
rain  has  kept  them  and  the  rivers  at  a  nice  height. 
The  following  ladies  and  gentlemen  are  at  Hanlon's 
private  hotel  for  the  fishing : — The  Misses  Hobson 
(two).  Dr.  Hobson,  Mr.  Carter,  Rev.  Mr.  Kent, 
Major  Rickards,  Messrs.  Morgan,  jun.  and  sen.. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Leslie  and  friend.  Dr.  Blagg,  Mr. 
French,  Mr.  Christie,  Dr.  D'Eveyln,  and  Dr.  Poplar. 
The  latter  angler  killed  a  7|lb.  salmon  in  the 
CroUy.  The  heaviest  white  trout  yet  killed  was 
only  4|lb. ,  taken  by  Maj  or  Rickards  on  Loughanure, 
and  Miss  Hobson  had  a  3-pounder  on  TuUy  Lake. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Water  in  good  order ; 
weather  cool,  with  rain ;  fish  plentiful.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  John  Enright  killed  two  peal,  3Jlb.,  5|lb.  On 
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Prospect,  Mr.  W.  B.  Tylden  Pattenson  killed  two 
peal,  2^1b.,  41b.  On  Hermitage,  the  fishermen 
killed  one  peal,  41b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Capt. 
B,  Vincent  killed  one  peal,  6lb. ;  Capt.  Gillson,  two 
peal,  41b.,  8Jlb. — J.  Enright  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballycottou. — On  favourable  days  pollack  have 
afforded  nice  sport,  but  bottom  fishing  has  not 
yielded  the  usual  sport.  The  weather,  however, 
has  been  generally  unfavourable,  but  is  improving 
very  much  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — Several  bass  have  been  caught  off 
the  end  of  the  West  Pier  during  the  past  fortnight 
or  so,  up  to  2^lh.  each,  and  a  few  off  the  stone 
groynes.  Boat  anglers  have  been  taking  plaice,  etc. 
At  time  of  writing  (Aug.  5)  the  sea  is  too  choppy 
for  open  boats. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Holiday  anglers  recently 
showed  up  in  strong  force,  but  general  results 
proved  extremely  disappointing,  fish  of  all  kinds 
being  still  unusually  scarce,  flat  fish  especially  so. 
The  few  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  fresh 
mackerel  for  bait  managed  to  catch  several  nurse- 
dogs,  and  on  Aug.  2  one  rig  of  about  five  pounds 
was  taken.  Mr.  Baker  had  half  atsoore  of  dabs 
on  the  same  date,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchings 
also  made  a  fair  mixed  bag.  On  Aug.  3  a 
large  number  of  rods  and  lines  were  in  position, 
but  the  day's  return  proved  very  poor,  the  most 
noted  catch  being  a  lobster  of  about  41b.  Aug.  4 
yielded  scarcely  anything,  and  the  results  on  the 
"Sth  were  equally  bad.  Mr.  T.  Sexton,  Mr.  Philip, 
Mr.  Nowell,  and  several  other  practical  pollack 
anglers  have  daily  used  their  skill  to  Httle  advantage, 
this  sportive  species  being  very  scarce  at  present, 
not  more  than  a  dozen  being  taken  on  any  one  day. 
Fishing  prospects  at  present  could  scarcely  be 
worse,  though  an  early  advent  of  whiting  should 
materially  improve  sport.  —  J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Nice  catches  of  pollack  and 
bream  have  been  made  during  the  past  week.  Mr. 
Thos.  Grose,  the  well-known  boatman  here,  who 
knows  all  the  best  grounds,  has  gone  in  for  a  new 
boat.  The  Silver  Wave.  I  wish  him  every  success, 
for  he  is  a  very  worthy  and  obliging  man. — H. 

Penzance. — Sea  anglers  have  had  splendid  sport 
in  Mount's  Bay  duruig  the  past  fortnight ;  pier 
anglers  have  not  done  quite  so  well.  At  time  of 
writing,  Aug.  1st,  fish  of  various  kinds  are  very 
abundant  and  excellent  sport  is  being  had.  Large 
numbers  of  boats  are  off  daily,  and  there  are  many 
visitors  here. — H. 

Plymouth. — Bass  are  still  very  plentiful,  and  rod 
fishermen  are  having  good  sport  with  them*  I  had 
some  brought  in  this  morning  about  71b.  or  81b.  in 
weight.  They  are  still  to  be  found  along  the  inside 
of  the  breakwater.  Pollack  are  also  getting  larger 
and  more  plentiful,  and  mullet  are  also  now  in 
great  abundance,  making  their  way  up  the  estuaries 
towards  fresh  water  and  affording  capital  sport  for 
the  stop-net.  This  net  is  laid  down  across  the  tide 
at  high  water,  and  allowed  to  remain  until  the  tide 
falls.  As  the  water  area  contracts  and  retreats 
over  the  mud  to  the  Umits  of  the  low  water  channel 
the  mullet  gradually  drop  back  towards  the  net, 
and  there  collect  in  great  numbers,  when  they  are 
taken  in  dip-nets.  These  fish  continue  in  season 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  year.  —  William 
Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — The  weather  has  been  no  help  to 
fishermen  this  week.  Notwithstanding,  some  fair 
takes  of  conger,  dogfish  and  a  few  plaice  have 
been  taken  by  boats  fishing  between  Dumpton  Gap 
and  Broadstairs.  In  the  Bay  nice  strings  of  dabs, 
with  here  and  there  a  large  plaice,  have  been  had. 
Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  West  Pier  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  good  eels.  Anglers  have  been 
crowded  out  from  the  Iron  Pier  and  Marina.  Wind 
westerly,  unsettled. — Grey  Mxtllet. 


THAT  MASCALONGE. 


After  a  hearty  luncheon  the  mascalonge  was 
dozing  in  a  restful  lounging  place — the  bit  of  shal- 
low water  where  overhanging  trees  and  patches  of 
foam  mitigated  the  fierce  rays  of  the  August  sun. 

The  morning  hom-s  had  been  spent  in  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  spacious  pool,  the  very  existence 
of  which  had  been  unsuspected  on  the  preceding  day, 
and  the  results  were  satisfying.  The  swift  river, 
hiwrying  down  from  above,  spread  out  into  a  broad 
expanse  of  still  water,  deep  and  long,  before  gather- 
ing again  for  an  onward  rush  to  the  sea,  and  the 
mascalonge  had  found  the  pool  fau-ly  alive  with 
fishes  smaller  than  itself,  delicious  bass  and  suckers 
and  eels.  Well  might  it  congratulate  itself  on  the 
roving  spirit  which  had  impelled  it  to  a  jom-ney  of 
exploration,  if  the  peaceful  possession  of  this  well- 
stocked  pool  were  to  bo  the  reward, 
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The  Ottawa  had  been  the  home  of  its  earlier  years, 
along  the  shores  of  the  large  forest-covered  island 
which  obstructs  the  flow  of  the  river  just  below  Le« 
Chutes  des  Chats.  At  first  in  the  quiet  channel 
to  the  east  of  the  island,  and  afterward  on  the 
other  side  in  the  turbtilent  waters  at  the  foot  of 
the  falls,  it  had  grown  gradually  in  strength  and 
courage  until  it  feared  no  other  one  of  its  kind. 
But  those  terrible  creatures  men,  which  moved  over- 
head in  boats  on  the  surface  of  the  river,  must  bo 
avoided  at  whatever  cost. 

One  of  them,  in  particular,  a  veritable  giant  in 
size,  seemed  to  be  afloat  all  of  the  time — very  likely 
he  lived  in  that  large  house  upon  the  river  bank — 
and  always  on  the  look-out  for  fish.  And  so  it  waa 
fear  of  man,  as  well  as  a  desire  to  see  more  of  the 
world,  that  impelled  the  mascalonge  one  day  to 
make  its  way  up  the  eastern  shore  of  the  river  to 
that  outlet  of  the  Mississippi  which  is  called  the 
timber  snye,  and  up  the  timber  snye  to  thLs  pool  of 
plenty. 

The  foam-covered  shallow  was  an  admirable  lurk- 
ing place  for  the  mascalonge.  As  it  lay  there  witli 
its  head  pointing  up  the  stream  neither  victim  nor 
foe  could  hope  to  enter  unobserved  the  pool  from 
above,  and  the  lower  stretches  were  easily  covered 
by  a  backward  glance  of  its  right  eye.  Even  now 
an  almost  imperceptible  pulsation  of  the  water 
disturbed  its  rest,  and  roused  it  to  instant  activity. 
What  could  that  small  bright  object  be  which 
moved  slowly  along  the  surface  of  the  pool  with  a 
revolving  motion,  which  was  rather  disconcerting 
to  a  newly-awakened  sleeper  ?  A  rare  fish,  pos- 
sibly, a  titbit  acceptable  to  a  satiated  appetite.  Or, 
more  likely,  a  dangerous  foe  to  be  destroyed  or 
put  to  flight.  In  either  ease  there  was  nothing  to 
be  gained  by  delay,  and  so  the  mascalonge  shot 
forward  and  seized  the  intruder,  intending  to 
crunch  its  life  out.  Instead  of  doing  so,  however, 
it  felt  a  sharp  stinging  pain  at  the  angle  of  its  jaw, 
and  something  seemed  to  be  trying  to  draw  it 
towards  the  shore.  Turning,  it  dashed  outward  and 
downward  to  the  depths  of  the  pool,  shaking  its 
head  and  trying  in  vain  to  escape  fronl  the  clutches 
of  what,  too  late,  it  knew  to  be  a  spoon-hook — one 
of  those  devilish  contrivances  by  which  ignoble 
man  strives  unfairly  to  get  the  better  of  high-spirited 
fish. 

As  it  was  drawn  again  to  the  surface,  it  saw  a 
man  standing  on  the  shore  with  a  rod  in  his  hands 
and  a  line  extending  from  the  tip  of  the  rod  to 
the  spoon  hook  in  its  mouth.  Near  the  man  stood 
another  creatOTe,  dressed  in  a  different  fashion, 
which  the  mascalonge  knew  to  be  a  woman.  She 
had  a  square  black  box  in  her  hands,  with  an  eye 
at  one  end  of  it,  which  she  pointed  towards  the 
mascalonge,  at  the  same  time  pressing  a  spring. 
But  the  man  kept  on  turning  a  small  crank  on  the 
butt  of  the  rod,  and  drawing  the  mascalonge  nearer 
to  the  shore.  Repeatedly  it  dashed  away  in  vain 
search  for  freedom,  and  as  often,  the  hook  still 
clinging  to  its  jaw,  the  line  drew  it  back  again 
imtil,  with  its  strength  almost  spent,  it  lay  in  the 
shallow  water  at  the  feet  of  the  man.  With  the 
rod  held  high  in  his  right  hand  he  reached  dowTi  with 
his  left  as  if  to  seize  it  by  the  gills  and  lift  it  from  the 
water,  but  he  was  deterred  by  the  sharp  teeth  in  its 
jaw.  Instead  he  took  a  fly- book  from  his  pocket 
and  asked  the  woman  to  pick  out  the  largest  hook 
she  could  find,  a  long  blued-steel  one,  and  to  lash 
it  with  a  piece  of  her  trout  line  to  a  short  stick 
that  was  lying  on  the  shore. 

Taking  this  improvised  gaff  in  his  left  hand  the 
man  tried  to  gaff  the  mascalonge  under  the  jaw, 
but  its  weight  was  too  much  for  the  slender  hook, 
which  straightened  out  like  a  piece  of  iron  wire, 
and  once  more  it  reached  the  bottom  of  the  river. 
This  time  the  man  did  not  attempt  to  bring  it  back 
at  once,  but  merely  kept  a  taut  line,  while  he  found 
a  key-ring  in  one  pocket  and  a  package  of  larger, 
stronger  ringed  hooks  in  another,  one  of  which  the 
woman  put  on  the  key-ring,  slipping  the  latter  on 
the  middle  finger  of  his  left  hand.  Then  the  reel 
revolved,  and  the  line  came  slowly  in. 

When  the  mascalonge  had  been  di'awn  to  the 
sui'face  of  the  water,  not  more  than  10ft.  from  the 
river-bank,  a  sudden  strain  broke  the  spoon-hook's 
hold,  and,  ahnost  lifeless,  it  felt  itself  sinking  to 
safety.  No.  not  yet,  for  the  man  let  the  spoon- 
hook  sink,  too,  and  then,  drawing  it  up  suddenly, 
caught  the  mascalonge  in  the  side.  Once  more  he 
began  to  reel  in  the  line,  feeling  sure  that  the  prize 
was  now  almost  within  his  gi-asp.  But  the  masca- 
longe, lying  out  in  the  river,  perceived  that  resis- 
tance was  easier  than  before,  that  while  lying 
broadside  to  the  shore  it  could  not  be  di-awn  in, 
and  that  slight  exertion  was  required  to  maintain 
that  position.  Gradually  strength  and  courage 
retm-ned,  and  with  them  the  hope  of  ultimate  escape. 
After  a  time  the  hook  tore  loose  again,  and  the 
mascalonge,  without  waitmg  to  give  the  m^m  another 
opportunity,  disappeared  from  his  sight  for  ever.— . 
F.  G.  in  New  York  Shooting  and  Fishing/. 


^offings  Bg  f^c  i9ap. 

"Now  Ready  !  "  So  runs  the'advertisement,  on 
p.  u.  of  Mr.  Robert  Stanley's  charming  book  of 
nearly  200  pages,  entitled  "Angling  Anecdotes." 
The  price  is  one  shilling.  It  is  published  by  Messrs. 
bampson  Low,  Marston  and  Company  (Limited), 
St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C.,' 
and  may  be  ordered  through  all  booksellers  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  "  Angling  Anecdotes  "  is  fuUy 
illustrated,  and  will  make  a  valuable  addition  to 
every  angler's  library. 


I  HAVE  reason  to  believe  that  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  have  decided  to  hold  their  annual 
Sea-Angling  Competition  for  1903  at  Deal,  for 
fishing  from  boats  on  Nov.  14,  15,  and  16.  The 
fishing  from  the  pier  competition  a  week  later. 


DuKmo  the  holidays  some  good  fish  have  been 
captured  by  the  Highbury  anglers.  Amongst  the 
most  successful  were  Messrs.  H.  Dunn,  dace  up  to 
12Joz.,  perch  up  to  lib.  12foz.,  and  a  leash  of  trout 
2^1b.,  21b.,  and  IJlb.  Mr.  F.  C.  Potter-Irwin  a 
trout  of  2Jlb.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  a  carp  of  71b,  S^oz. 
The  fish  was  taken  with  a  No.  6  crystal  or  drawn 
gut,  the  rod  used  was  a  roach  pole  fitted  with 
impromptu  running  tackle.  Under  the  circum- 
stances the  lucky  captor  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
his  good  fortune. 


The  general  committee  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  meet  on  Monday  next,  Aug.  10,  at  8.30  p.m. 


The  River  Mole  is  in  good  condition  just  now, 
and  some  members  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society  have  been  very  busy  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dorking.  Fishing  on  Sunday  last,  Mr.  Sid 
Ransom  had  a  fine  bag  of  roach,  while  Mr.  Harry 
Hemmings  (a  new  member)  landed  a  fine  pike. 
Mr.  E.  Swift,  at  the  Three  Tuns,  High-street, 
Dorking,  is  at  all  times  very  attentive  to  followers 
of  the  gentle  craft.  The  Lychnobites  are  out  to- 
day and  to-morrow  at  Langley,  Bucks.  May  good 
luck  attend  their  efforts. 


The  Mick,  who  had  been  struggling  for  quite  five 
minutes  to  get  into  his  socks,  suddenly  shouted  to 
Mrs.  Mick:  ''Why  the  divil  don't  ye  get  socks 
that'll  fit  me  ?  "  to  which  Mrs.  Mick  replied  :  "And 
sure,  me  gintleman,  if  you'd  plaze  to  say  exactly 
phwat  seize  ye'd  loike,  I'll  get  'em  for  ye."  "  Soize, 
is  it  ?  "  replied  the  Mick ;  "  then,  be  jabers,  get  'em 
exactly  a  foot  long." 


Mb.  Chas.  Powell  writes :— "  On  Thursday  after- 
noon, J uly  23,  a  magnificent  trout  was  caught  by 
Mr.  H.  N.  Ratcliffe  in  the  Avon  at  Malmesbury, 
which  runs  past  his  garden  and  bungalow.  Great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  landing  it,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  one  who  was  watching  the  sport 
wading  in  and  lifting  it  out  by  the  gills,  it  would 
have  beaten  Mr.  R.  Its  weight  was  121b.,  length 
2ft,  2in.,  girth  1 7  Jin.    The  fish  is  being  preserved." 


A  Committee  meeting  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorials  will  be  held  on  Aug.  11  at  6.30  p.m. 
In  September  there  will  be  a  "  General  Competi- 
tion," conditions  to  be  arranged  on  the  8th ;  a 
"  Casting  Competition  "  on  the  22nd ;  and  a  "  General 
Outing"  on  the  29th. 

"  During  the  progress  of  their  Majesties  through 
the  Cork  Exhibition  grounds  on  Saturday,  Aug,  1, 
Mr.  Tim  M'Carthy,  Waterville,  Co.  Kerry,  presented 
the  King  with  a  case  of  Rainbow  trout  flies,  which 
his  Majesty  graciously  accepted.  The  Queen  also 
accepted  some  flies,  amongst  which  was  the  "  Royal 
Alexandra."  The  flies  were  specially  made  for  the 
King's  use  on  the  Buckingham  Palace  Lake,  which 
has  recently  been  stocked  with  Rainbow  trout." 
♦  »  •  «  » 

The  above  extract  ia  from  the  Cork  Constitution 
of  Aug.  4,  and  was  forwarded  to  me  by  Mr.  Tim 
McCarthy,  of  Waterville,  co.  Kerry,  who  says  :  "I 
cut  the  paragraph  out  of  your  issue  of  the  25th  ult. 
re  rainbow  trout  in  Buckingham  Palace,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  His  Majesty,  along  with  the  case  of  flies. 
More  power  to  the  old  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Black 
Hackle  fly  which  Lord  Denbigh  used." 


The  planting  of  43,720,000  wall-eyed  pike  or  pike- 
perch  in  Lake  Erie  in  1902,  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Fish  Commission,  should  prove  profitable  to  the 
fishermen  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
Canada,  although  Pennsylvania  has  only  a  trifle 
more  than  forty  rniles  of  shore  line. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

The  summer  herring  fishing  at  Yarmouth,  which 
has  now  been  brought  to  a  close,  says  the  Fish 
Trades  Gazette,  is  reckoned  equal  with  many  of  the 
worst  recorded,  and  the  general  result  is  that  most 
of  the  boats  have  "finished  in  debt."  The  average 
earnings  for  the  drifters  is  about  £200,  and  the 
highest  IS  £270,  the  earnings  of  sailing  craft  run- 
ning about  £100.  The  cause  of  so  utter  a  break- 
down is  attributed  to  the  scarcity  of  fish,  for  in 
most  instances  the  shoals  have  been  "spotty." 
The  quality,  however,  has  been  quite  up  to  the 
usual  standard  and  good  prices  have  been  obtained 
the  highest  being  133.  4d.  per  100.  On  one  occasion 
a  drifter  hauled  her  nets  without  having  caught  a 
smgle  fish,  while  the  shots  obtained  by  two  others 
were  three  and  four  herrings  respectively, 


"  The  half-yearly  dinner  of  the  Newark  Piscatorial 
Association  was  held  at  the  Horse  and  Gears  Inn 
recently,  when  the  president  (Mr.  J.  Longdon) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  the  vice-chair  was  filled  by 
Mr.  C.  F,  Brownlow.  There  was  a  good  attendance 
of  members.  The  secretary  (Mr.  J.  H.  Burton)  read 
the  half-yearly  report  and  balance-sheet,  which 
showed  a  small  balance  in  hand.  Sergeant-Major 
Waddington  said  he  thought  the  time  was  not  far 
distant  when  the  rod-tax  would  be  a  fact,  and  it 
would  be  one  of  the  greatest  boons  that  the  angler 
ever  had  bestowed  on  him.  They  would  then  have 
their  swims  fairly  repleted." 


The  Greenwich  Anglers  have  their  annual  outing 
to  Wateringbury  on  Aug.  19,  when  some  good 
prizes  will  be  fished  for.  The  S.  E.  and  C.  Railway 
have  fixed  the  "  boys  "  up  with  a  saloon  carriage, 
and  every  provision  has  been  made  with  regard  to 
luncheon,  tea,  and  "refreshment."  Those  who 
intend  being  present  should  at  once  inform  Secretary 
Dryden. 

The  Angleb's  Inn  Song. 

Bright  be  the  board,  by  Friendship  crown'd. 

The  hearth  love-lights  burn  warm  and  clear ; 
Enough  for  me  if  there  be  found 

The  hostel's  very  ready  cheer. 
Next  to  that  humble  home,  endear'd 

By  all  the  toils  it  cost  to  win. 
What  shall  we  place  beside  or  near't  ? — 

Trust  me — on  second  thoughts— an  Inn  ! 

I've  dwelt  a  day  in  grandeur's  halls. 

And  nights  of  pleasure  have  been  mine 
Within  the  cot's  o'er-ivyed  walls. 

As  'mid  the  city's  gaudy  shine ; 
But  there's  a  charm,  with  home  but  shared. 

To  pride  and  freedom  both  a-kin — 
Lord  of  yourself,  that  coin's  well  spared 

That  buys  and  keeps  it  at  an  Inn  ? 

— Sir  Walter  Scott. 


"  A  BOY  of  twelve,  while  on  a  day  trip  to  Fehx- 
stowe,  was  provided  by  his  father  with  a  ball  of 
string,  fish-hook,  piece  of  lead,  and  stale  herring 
for  bait.  He  caught  a  fine  bass  which  turned  the 
scale  at  81b."  [I  am  glad  the  fond  parientgave  the 
boy  a  "fish-hook."  The  proverbial  "bent  pin" 
would  not  have  held  an  eight-pounder.] 


On  Sunday,  Aug,  30,  an  Open  Roving  Fishing 
Contest  (starting  from  Amberley)  will  take  place 
under  the  auspices  of  the  popular  "Eldridge's 
Excursions."  Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  A. 
T.  Eldridge,  Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road. 
Entries  (sixpence)  close  on  Aug.  29  at  11.30  p.m. 
Prizes  to  the  value  of  £6  in  cash,  exclusive  of  a  rod, 
winch,  and  line  presented  by  Mr.  Sparrow  for 
specimen  bream,  will  be  presented  at  the  close  of 
the  match.  Any  other  prizes  given  will  be  added 
to  the  above.  The  entrance  money  will  be  divided 
in  7s.  and  53.  prizes.  All  to  start  on  Sunday 
morning.  No  live  bait  to  be  used.  Jack,  eels, 
pope,  dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred.  Thames 
measure.  No  one  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of 
another  without  his  consent.  One  rod  only  to  be 
carried.  One  hundred  and  ten  miles'  ride  for  3s.  6d. 
for  anglers  and  their  friends.  Train  leaves  London 
Bridge  at  6.60  a.m.,  returning  from  Amberley  at 
6  p.m.  For  further  particulars  respecting  season 
tickets  available  for  the  whole  season  apply  to  A. 
T,  Eldridge,  21,  Goswell-road,  E  C. 


By  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Bennett,  the 
Epsom  Anglers  will  fish  in  the  waters  at  Cobham 
Court  on  Aug.  13.  The  occasion  is  their  annual 
outing,  and  dinner  will  be  provided  at  the  Plough 
Inn  after  the  fishing.  Members  intending  to  be 
present  should  notify  the  hon.  sec.  (H.  Skilton, 
Spread  Eagle  HotieJ)  not  later  than  Aug.  11. 
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"  It  is  a  fortunate  dispensation,"  says  the  Morning 
fost,  "  for  fishermen  that  in  August,  when  vellow 
trout  display  no  great  anxiety  to  annex  artificial 
flies,  the  silvery  sea-trout  and  herling  are  running 
up  from  the  sea  in  prime  condition.  Sea-trout 
usually  take  best  on  first  reaching  fresh  water,  and 
when  the  burns  show  white  against  the  dark  back- 
ground of  hill  and  the  roar  of  their  sweeping  torrents 
fills  the  air  the  angler  should  be  on  the  banks  of  the 
stream.  When  it  is  running  in  full  volume,  but  not 
too  much  discoloured  to  hinder  the  use  of  the  fly, 
there  should  be  a  chance  of  a  salmon  or  heavy  sea- 
trout,  and  tackle  of  suitable  strength  should  be 
used.  A  modest  sbare  of  skill  suffices,  however,  to 
^.l  when  waters  are  heavy,  but  the  case  is 
different  when  they  are  running  fine  and  clear  in 
bright  weather.  But  even  when  such  apparently 
unfavourable  conditions  obtain  sea-trout  may  be 
killed  both  in  loch  and  river  by  adopting  suitable 
tactics.  The  case  is  almost  hopeless  during  the 
daytime  unless  a  good  breeze  ruffles  the  pools,  and 
on  calm  days  it  is  best  to  postpone  the  expedition 
until  the  evening.  But  a  single  fly  should  be 
employed— the  Black  Gnat  is  a  good  pattern  for 
evening  work— and  it  should  be  tied  to  a  casting 
line  whereof  the  last  strand  consists  of  the  finest 
undrawn  gut." 

An  original  method  of  closing  a  conversation  was 
adopted  by  a  host  at  a  fish  supper  the  other 
evening.  A  young  man  had  turned  it  to  a  topic 
which  he  did  not  care  to  discuss,  and  angry  glances 
failed  to  make  any  impression.  "Now,  then,"  said 
the  host  at  last,  "let's  change  the  conversation. 
'  For  what  we  have  received,'  "  etc. 


"  Angleb"  recently  asked  how  to  fish  for  perch 
in  a  pond.  His  answer  is  "  crowded  out "  this  week. 
The  remark  was  made,  "  Is  not  a  101b.  perch  a 
tall  order  ?  "  We  shall  see.  Here  is  a  cutting  from 
a  Birmingham  contemporary  :  "  Some  grand  bream 
of  101b.  each  have  been  taken  during  the  week  from 
the  Severn,  at  Worcester,  the  bait  used  being  stewed 
wheat.  Chub  and  roach  has  also  been  running 
freely,  and  some  good  takes  are  reported.' 
"  Has  "  they  ?  I  am  trying  to  find  out  where  such 
scripers"  are  being  taken,  and,  nolens  volens,  will 
capture  some.  Anyone  requiring  bream  of  51b., 
roach  of  21b.  8oz.,  or  dace  of  18Joz.,  can  have  my 
lot  free,  gratis,  and  for  nothing,  as  they  have  no 
further  interest  for  Dbagnet. 


The  latest  instance  of  the  vivid  insight  which  is_ 
occasionally  met  with  in  children's  essays  is  as  follows : 
A  child  had  to  write  an  essay  on  water.  According 
to  the  most  approved  methods  he  began  by  a  skilful 
analysis  of  his  subject  into  rain  water,  holy  water, 
and  soda  water.  In  his  peroration  he  indicated  the 
chief  use  of  water  in  the  following  terms  :  "  No  one  i 
could  be  saved  from  drowning  if  there  wasn't  any 
water." 


Many  molluscs,  says  Answers,  are  one-legged ; 
their  limbs,  however,  are  not  supported  by  articu- 
lated and  solid  levers.  They  move  along  the  surface 
of  the  ground  or  bottom  of  the  sea  by  means  of  a 
single  foot,  which  they  thrust  forward  and  fix  to 
some  solid  object,  and  then  by  a  strong  muscular 
contraction  of  the  leg  draw  their  body  to  it.  "  Those 
that  have  a  big  house  to  carry,"  says  Hartwig, 
"generally  move  along  very  slowly,  while  others 
that  are  possessed  of  a  comparatively  strong  and 
thick  leg  have  rapid  and  lively  movements." 
The  structure  of  the  leg  of  the  tornatella  of  our 
coasts  is  remarkable.  Beaten  by  the  waves,  it  has 
need  of  additional  anchorage.  Its  foot  is  therefore 
divided  into  two  portions,  and  when  it  crawls  it 
fixes  one  disc  and  advances  the  other,  which  it 
attaches  firmly  to  some  surface,  until  the  hind 
sucker  is  detached  and  drawn  forward.  It  thus 
gradually  gains  ground  upon  its  one  leg  by  the  j 
alternative  adhesion  of  these  twin  discs.  I 

An  old  jack  swimming  about  the  waters  of  the 
Welsh  Harp  met  a  mouse  of  his  acquaintance  and 
said:  " Come  with  me  to  the  opposite  side."  But 
the  mouse  said,  "  No,  I  would  rather  go  round." 
"By  no  means,"  returned  the  jack.  "We  will  go 
together,  the  shortest  way.  Let  me  fasten  my  tail 
to  your  tail,  and  I  will  tow  you  over."  "  Agreed," 
said  the  mouse.  So  the  jack  fastened  his  tail  to  the 
mouse's  tail,  and  swam  away  with  him  into  the 
stream.  When  they  had  got  half  way  across,  the 
mouse,  finding  himself  sinking,  cried  out,  "Help, 
my  friend  ;  help,  I  am  drowning.  .  .  .  Oh,  oh ! 
treachery  !  "  so  saying  he  turned  over  and  breathed 
his  last.  At  that  moment  a  sparrow-hawk  passing 
over  saw  something  like  a  mouse  upon  the  surface 
of  the  water,  flew  down  and  carried  it  off,  and  the 
jack  with  it.  [Puzzle :  Find  the  moral ;  there  is 
one.] 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  splendid  weather  during  the 
past  week,  and  a  large  number  of  our  member'^ 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
getting  out  to  their  favourite  resorts  on  the  Avon. 
Sport  has  been  more  than  good.  Some  very  good 
roach  have  been  taken  with  stewed  wheat.  Some  of 
the  fish  have  run  over  lib.  each,  and  one  fish  taken  in 
the  Evesham  district  scaled  over  2lb.  A  large  num- 
ber of  anglers  availed  themselves  of  the  excursion 
to  Pershore,  but  sport  in  this  neighbourhood  was 
not  all  that  could  be  desired  :  in  the  upper  portion  of 
the  river  sport  was  very  much  better.  On  the  Trent 
sport  has  been  good,  and  some  good  baskets  of 
mixed  fi^h  have  been  taken.  The  members  of  the 
Midland  Piscatorials  have  had  some  fine  sport,  and 
large  catches  have  been  the  order  of  the  day.  The 
Severn  has  been  well  patronised,  and  some  good 
fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Arley  and  Highley 
districts  below  Stourport  and  down  to  Lincomb 
Weir;  the  fish  have  run  large,  and  the  takes  secured 
by  the  Kidderminster  anglers  have  been  good. 
Pool  fishing  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  the  canals  in  the  neiibbourhood  have  provided 
good  sport.  Some  good  perch  have  been  taken 
from  the  Fazeley  Canal,  and  those  who  have  fished 
for  roach  in  the  canal  at  Alrewas  have  met  with 
success.  Some  very  fair  bream  have  been  taken 
from  the  canal  near  to  King's  Norton.  Pool  fishing 
has  been  good  at  Sutton,  and  the  pools  at  Cannon 
Hill  Park  have  been  fished  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day  with  good  results. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

A  Ihrge  number  of  Sheffield  rods  were  in  the 
district  for  the  week-end.  i'he  principal  event  on 
Bank  Holiday  was  a  £25  sweepstake,  promoted  by 
Mr.  Cephas  Lockwood.  of  the  Sportpman  Inn, 
Cambridge-street,  Sheffield.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  anglers  compered,  but  the  catches  were 
extremely  small.  M.  ist  of  the  waters  in  the  Fen 
district  are  now  getting  extremely  low  and  clear, 
and  angling  generally  has  not  been  up  to  what  it 
ought  to  be  for  the  time  of  year.  Bream  fishing  has 
been  followed  with  a  fair  measure  of  success  on  the 
lower  reaches  r  f  the  Witham,  and  one  or  two  have 
scaled  up  to  6!b.  apiece.  Many  rods  have  been  at 
work  on  the  Fortj  -foot.  The  writer  and  another 
took  over  fifty  fish  from  a  baited  swim  in  the  neigh- 
bourho' d  of  the  Neolam  Bridge  on  Monday  evening 
(Aug.  3).  Included  in  this  lot  wf^re  a  brace  of  rudd 
weighing  just  under  21b.,  and  several  ^Ib.  roach. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  greatly  improved  on  most  of  our  local 
Waters  during  the  week.  The  river  Hull  is  in  first- 
filass  condition,  and  f ri  m  the  lower  waters  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Weelferry,  Wawne,  and  Cicey  some  very 
decent  baskets  of  roach  are  being  made.  The 
Market  Weighton  Canal  and  river  Foulness  are  also 
in  good  trim,  and  roach  and  bream  fairly  on  the 
feed.  The  Central  Hull  Association  fished  a  pegged 
down  match  at  Broomfieet  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr. 
Arthur  Marshall  being  top  scorer  with  51b.  odd. 
The  river  Ancholme  is  a\s  )  in  very  nice  order,  and 
bream  of  2Jlb.  and  31b.  have  been  taken  by  Hull 
anglers,  and  some  capital  catches  are  being  made 
between  Biisg  and  Ferriby  Sluice.  Sport  is  also 
first-class  on  the  river  Ludd,  and  between  Firebeacon 
and  Thoresby  Bridge  some  nice  fish  have  been 
secured  with  live  bait,  and  roach  are  biting  freely 
at  both  maggot  and  paste. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  the  Boliin  has  been  in 
good  order  during  the  past  few  days,  and  in  fact 
should  fish  well  this  week-end.  Several  good  fish 
have  been  recorded,  the  best  trout  l^y  Mr.  Clough. 
IJlb.  The  Bird  in  Hand  A.S  ,  Farnworth,  fished  a 
match  at  Astley  last  Saturday  and  awarded  all 
their  prizes,  Mr.  Barlow  heading  the  list.  From 
Sedbergh  a  special  report  speaks  of  abundance  of 
rain  and  heavy  waters,  but  still  sport  is  better  and 
trout  fishing  very  much  improved  in  consequence. 
Last  Saturday  the  Miners'  Angling  Club  fished  a 
match  at  Astley,  and  dispobcd  of  all  the  prizes 
offered,  Mr.  Longworth  securing  the  first.  At  Leigh 
the  Standard  Mower  Angling  Society  had  a  social 
match  at  Butts,  and  Mr.  Lowe  secured  the  first 
prize.  After  very  many  warnings  an  apology  has 
been  obtained  from  a  VVairiugtun  angler,  who,  to 
eiscape  legal  proceedings,  has  agreed  to  the  publish- 
ing of  the  same.  It.  is  to  be  hoped  thtit  others  will 
not  tempt  the  authoiities  further.  To-morrow  the 
Stanley  Angling  Society,  Leigh,  are  promoting  an 
open  event. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

After  all  the  demand  for  tackle  and  baits  for  the 
recent  holidays  was  not  of  the  greatest.  True  a 
great  many  got  away,  but  the  weather  put  a 
check  on  many,  and  the  local  attractions  added 
further  inducements  to  stay  at  home.  Local 
waters  were  well  fished,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  learn 
afforded  fair  sport.  One  or  two  club  waters 
which  have  hitherto  disappointed  are  now  getting 
into  better  order.  One  hears  of  a  big  trout  which 
is  being  "stuffed"  for  a  local  rod,  and  also  a 
big  carp  being  similarly  treated  for  another  local 
angler.  The  latter  fish  is  said  to  have  been  caught 
with  rod  and  line,  but  a  report  of  the  netting  of 
several  of  these  fish  from  another  and  smaller 
water  is  to  hand,  and  for  fear  of  making  any  error 
names  are  withheld.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  a 
good  catch  by  three  members  of  the  Ardwick 
Anglers  on  Aug.  3.  The  "Thirty  "Club  intend 
stocking  liberally,  in  the  coming  autumn,  their 
private  waters.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society  intend 
doing  their  best  to  add  two  more  trophies  to  the 
club-room  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  were  very  numerous  on  the  Trent  on 
Bank  Holiday,  and  as  the  water  was  in  low  and 
clear  condition  it  was  expected  that  the  barbel 
would  show  a  better  inclination  to  feed.  Many 
swims  were  baited  with  worm,  and  a  few  fish  were 
certainly  caught  on  the  Colwick,  Holme  Pierrepont, 
and  Fiskerton  stretches.  But  sport,  all  round,  failed 
to  realise  expectations.  Rjacli  were,  however, 
freely  on  the  feed  at  creed  wheat,  and  on  the 
Cfivendish  Bridge  and  Stiardiow  sections  .some 
splendid  bags  were  obtained,  notably  by  Mr.  J.  Hack, 
Mr.  Houghton,  Mr.  Edgar  Birks,  Mr.  Tomliason 
(Derby),  and  Mr.  W.  Ellis.  Mr.  H.  Spray  and  Mr. 
A.  Dobson  were  successful  amongst  bream,  whilst 
Mr.  S.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Litchfield  scored  amongst 
chub  and  eels.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis 
brought  ofi  another  of  his  phenomenal  catches 
amongst  roach  with  his  favourite  summer  bait, 
creed  wheat.  It  consisted  of  between  60lb.  and 
701b.,  including  a  grand  brace  going  over  31b. 
Visitors  to  Shelford  and  Stoke  on  Monday  (Aug.  3) 
killed  eels  and  chub,  and  s  ime  very  good  chub  were 
forthcoming  from  Averham  and  Kelham.  Mr. 
Wastin  has  had  good  sport  amongst  chub  at 
Shardlow  with  the  fly,  getting,  amongst  others, 
one  of  3lb.  Very  heavy  trout  have  almost  daily 
been  seen  rising  on  this  famous  length,  but  so  far 
none  are  reported  to  have  been  secured.  With  the 
weather  more  settled  barbel  fishing  ought  to  be 
first-rate. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  streams  are  in  good  order  fur  angling; 
the  weather  stormy  and  windy,  with  nice  sunshine. 
On  Bank  Holiday  the  weather  was  lovely,  and  a 
great  number  of  anglers  were  out,  but  sport,  on  the 
whole,  very  indifferent.  The  Fountain  Club  had 
their  second  competition  in  the  Avon,  Twyning 
Fleet,  to  which  place  they  travelled  in  four  larg« 
brakes.  It  was  a  three-hour  contest.  There  were 
eight  prizes,  and  the  competition  keen.  The  first 
prize  was  won  by  J.  Thompson;  second,  T.  Wil- 
liams ;  third,  A.  Hodges.  In  the  same  water, 
Mr.  T.  Pain  (Working  Men's  Club)  caught  about 
101b.  of  fine  roach;  and  at  Defiord  Mr.  J. 
Harris  caught  a  good  pike  and  some  large 
eels,  and  J.  Priest  (Fountain  Club)  a  roach, 
lib.  6oz.,  and  an  eel,  21b.  12oz.  In  the  Severn 
Mr.  S.  P.  Avery  had  another  good  catch  of  bream, 
four  of  them  weigh  16ib.,  and  he  had  about  81b.  of 
chub  and  roach  besides.  Mr.  Rogers  nearly  lOib.  of 
chub  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Geo.  Harris,  lOlb.  roach  and 
dace  with  the  maggot.  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  forty-five 
roach  and  dace.  Mr.  G.  Weston,  fine  catch  of 
roach.  Mr.  J.  Lewis,  lllb.  roach  and  dace.  In  the 
Avon,  near  Evesham,  in  a  few  hours,  Mr.  J.  Wood 
caught  one  hundred  and  three  roach  and  bream, 
and  near  Fladbury  Mr.  W.  Brotherton  caught  five 
dozen  fine  roach,  and  Mr.  Martin  three  large  bream. 
Teme  fishing  has  not  been  good  with  either  fly  or 
maggot,  very  few  trout  taken,  but  some  very  nice 
grayling.  Some  very  fair  catches  of  dace  were  had 
with  Blac'i  Gnat  and  with  the  maggot. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  36th  Annual  All-England  Competition  took 
place  on  Monday,  August  3,  by  permission  of  the 
landowners  on  the  banks  of  the  S^^ale,  at  Skipton 
Bridge,  near 'Ihirsk.  Fine  but  windy  weather  pre- 
vailed ;  333  anglers  assembled,  being  a  record  for 
this  competition.  Fourteen  cash  prices  were  offf>red, 
in  addition  to  those  given  by  Messrs,  Walbran,  Ltd., 
Mr.  Walter  Shaw,  and  Mr.  B.  Foxcrott,  of  Leeds. 
The  first  prize,  £8,  was  won  by  Parker,  Leeds,  who 
caught  51b.  l^-oz.  of  fish,  one  catLh  including  a  fine 
barbel,  weighing  abuut  41b.  The  winner  haa  but 
one  hand.  Burrows,  Leeds,  was  second,  and  Gunnie, 
Leeds,  third.    A  score  of  competitors  turned  up  at 


the  annual  match  of  the  Fitzwilliam  A.C.  (.Malton) 
on  Mr.  Bradshaw'a  property  at  Swinton  on  Monday 
(Aug.  3).  The  conditions  were  very  bad  aa  regards 
wind  and  water.  The  fishing,  however,  was  con- 
tinued for  eight  hours.  W.  Dowaon,  Malton,  was 
the  winner.  The  King  William,  York,  A.  A.  had  a 
most  enjoyable  day's  sport  at  Wheldrake  Ings,  by 
permission,  through  Mr.  Hicks,  of  the  Messrs. 
Masters.  At  the  weigh  in  A.  Keech  was  the  winner. 
The  York  Adult  Schools  A.  A.  held  their  first  match, 
by  permission  of  Mr.  Dunnington- Jefferson,  on  the 
Thicket  Priory  Estate,  West  Cottingwith.  The 
weather  was  propitious,  although  the  water  was 
choppy.  Seventeen  of  the  eighteen  anglers 
caught  fish,  W.  Backhouse's  catch  of  21b.  4ioz. 
being  the  best.  The  special  prize  for  tha 
largest  fish  went  to  T.  Willson,  and  W.  Back- 
house took  the  prize  for  the  smallest.  Bank 
Holiday  was  agreeably  spent  by  the  Clifton 
A.A.  at  Aldwark,  permission  being  granted  by  Mr. 
W.  S.  Hunter.  The  result  showed  very  poor  sport. 
George  Barnes,  4lb.  3oz  ,  was  first,  and  his  fish 
included  a  very  nice  sample  of  roach. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Sport,  generally  speaking,  has  not  been  quite  up 
to  the  usual  stdndard,  but  is  showing  up  ail  round 
at  time  of  writing.  Oq  Waterville  Lake — the  prin- 
cipal free  water  in  Ireland  for  sea-trout — ^ood 
spjrt  was  had  last  week,  but  very  little  has  been 
done  there  at  salmon  or  peal.  Things  continue  dull 
at  Killarney,  but  at  Glencar  some  decent  sport  has 
been  had  at  salmon.  The  Cork  rivers  have  given 
better  sport  during  the  last  few  days.  The  past 
week  has  been  generally  very  rainy  throughout  the 
country,  and  many  of  the  rivers  yielded  nice  sport 
at  peal.  Brown  trout  have  not  bean  in  very  good 
rising  humour  anywhere.  Sea-fishing  continues 
suspended  at  most  places,  but  in  favoured  localities 
pollack  gave  good  sport,  and  bottom-fishers  had 
fair  sport  on  a  couple  of  days  at  a  few  places  in 
Cork  and  Kerry. 


^ofcs  from  f^c  ilorfl). 

The  Prince  of  Wales  is  expected  at  Abergeldie  in 
the  course  of  next  week.  Tne  river  is  in  splendid 
trim,  and  the  chances  of  sport  were  seldom  so  bright. 


The  Duchess  of  Fife  has  been  having  a  cast  on 
her  Daveron  water  at  Duff  Hou?e,  which  is  reckoned 
one  of  the  choicest  trouting  waters  in  the  Xorth. 
Just  now  both  yellow  trout  and  finnock  are  at  Her 
Royal  Highness's  chance. 

The  Bumble  Bee  is  the  favourite  fly,  especially 
for  a  grilse  in  the  early  hours  of  the  mjrning. 

A  fine  salmon  of  331b.  was  got  in  the  nets  at 
Don  m  juth  last  week.  The  presence  of  such  weights 
indicates  an  early  and  prolific  back-end. 

Sir  Dighton  Probyn  is  at  Birkhall  seeing  to  the 
arrangements  for  the  advent  of  the  C  )Urt  on 
Deeside.  Sir  Dighton  has  been  daily  on  the  water 
since  his  arrival  and  met  with  fair  success. 


Mr.  Alex.  Forbes,  F.E.I.S.,  Aberdeen,  says  he  has 
enjoyed  himself  immensely  on  Deeside  during  the 
past  few  weeks.  His  bag  was  three  grilse,  one 
salmon,  ten  sea-trout,  and  about  licwt.  of  yellow 
trout.  But  he  can  fish  and  does  fisH  when  he  gets 
the  chance. 


Lord  and  Lady  Erroll  are  to  be  the  guests  of 
Sir  Allan  and  Lady  Mackenzie  at  Glenmuick  for  the 
"  Twelfth  "  and  few  following  weeks.  The  Prince 
of  Wales  is  also  likely  to  be  there  on  the  opening 
day. 

The  sea  fishing  round  the  east  and  north  coasts  is 
exceedingly  good  just  now,  and  anglers  are  now 
going  largely  in  for  it,  especially  when  sport  is  slack 
otherwise.  Special  Scotch. 


OPENING  OF  THE  OYSTER  SEASON, 
1903. 


The  Fishmongers'  Company  have  for  some  time 
past  had  under  their  serious  consideration  the  con- 
dition of  the  oyster  industry  and  the  danger  to 
public  health  arising  from  beds  and  layings  existing 
in  waters  liable  to  pollution.  Owing  to  the  reports 
of  the  insanitary  condition  under  which,  in  some 
instances,  oysters  have  been  cultivated  they  have 
fallen  into  disfavour  with  the  public,  and  the  con- 
sumption very  seriously  decreased.  This  has  thrown 
out  of  employment  a  large  number  of  men  and 
vessels,  and  caused  much  distress  as  well  as  the 
loss  of  what  should  be  a  useful  and  wholesome  food 
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AWGLERS'    HOTELS,   FISmifG   QUARTERS.   &o.   tSee  .l.n  ~ 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  BenCruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Wishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Fi'ee  to  Visitors 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sulherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MCINNES,  Proprietor. 
Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Oflice  and  Resident  Doctor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Locli 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day,  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


ORKNEY. 


Iflackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Pishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Masoti s  Arms  Hotel. 
Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steaniprs  from  T.eith  and  Aherileen  to 
Shetland,  JFive  Times  Heekly. 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3,s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OUGMTERARD. 

Close  to  Lough.    Free  Fishing.    Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
S(iuaie  miles,  with  nnmerous  lieautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  l>ath  room  and  sani- 
tary arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGUTON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  BOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Deiry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  It  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tounsta.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terme 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

X.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Pishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanupe 
Fishery. 

H  ANION'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 

CORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  tmder  the  same 
management,  Visitors  can  fish  both  Eiver 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams' 
"Flynn,  Ballina." 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  C(;rrib,  which  consists  of  43  S'O 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,0IKI  acres  of  Grouse 
Partridge,  and  Snipe  Shooting.  Very  large  Pike 
have  been  captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been 
additionally  enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2 
sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water), 
and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel 
tariff  moderate. 

 T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


BOYLE'S    HOTEL,  DUNGLOE, 

CO.  I>OyEClAL. 

Salmon  Fishing,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout  Fishing 
Lough  Anure,  Crolly  Kiver,  and  Bosses  Fishery 
Best  and  cheapest  to  be  obtained  in  Ireland- 
Situated  in  the  Donegal  Highlands,  within  three 
miles  of  Lough  Meala  ;  Dungloe  Road  Railway 
Station.  Splendid  mountain  and  coast  scenery. 
Sea  Fishing.  Boyle's  Hotel  commands  a  fine  view 
of  Dungloe  Bay.  Good  accommodation  and  all 
information  as  regards  Fishing  can  be  obtained  at 
Hotel. 


WEST  OF  IRELAND. 

60,000  acres  of  Trout  and  Pike  water  , 
with  40,000  acres  of  excellent  Rough 
Shooting,  with  any  amount  of  Wild  Fowl. 
All  Free  to  visitors. — Apply, 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

CLONBUR,  IRELAND. 


LOUGH  MASK. 

Comfortable  FARM  HOUSE,  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  Lough  Mask. 
Splendid  Free  Fishing.  Terms  moderate. 
Also  within  three  miles  of  Lough  Corrib, 
conveyance  free. — Apply, 

JOHN  CURRAN, 

Lower  Cloghbrack,  CLONBUR 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL 

M^ovtli  inr£i,les. 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd  '  " 
Terms,  £2  12,-s.  %d.  per  week.  Station  :  Glyncei- 
riog  eia  Chirk.    Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Ruabon 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  • 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


SWEEISTE Y'S  HOTEI^ 

{Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


DOUCHERTY'S  HOTEL, 

DUNGLOE. 

Tourists  and  Anglers  will  find  good 

accommodation,  with  moderate  terms.  

For  further  particulars,  apply  to  Mrs.  B. 
Dougherty,  Proprietress. 


HE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  eo.  Mayo, 
Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Oullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HwAtv. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9.v 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2  ;  week,  7.v.  6r/  ■ 
and  day,  2.?.  erf.— to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21.«.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  6s.  per  day.— Addiess,  Manageress. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  ■ 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades  ;  pure  wool ;  stylish,  durable  ; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes ;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
GopiTHOBNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlei-y, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  6 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  fi  53,  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St. 
Ives.  Hunts 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL 

0.  LANDSEE,  Pronrietor. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtalDed  from  the  PnbUihen, 
Price  88.  6ci. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Lttxurious  and  Inexpensive  Travel 
Snilinga  Weekly. 
TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland". 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel 
Beautiful  Scenery.    For  full  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfors 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents)  ' 


SORIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  MONTHLY. 
CONTENTS  of  No.  200.   VOL.  XXXIV. 

AUGUST.  1903. 


Frontispiece  —  Drawing     to  accompany 
Sanctuary."  Walter  Appleton  Clakk. 
Reproduced  in  colours. 
The  County  Fair.  Nelson  Lloyd.  Illus- 
trations by  EbwiN  B.  CHILD.  Reproduced 
in  colours. 

The  Grass  of  Parnassus.  Poem.  John 

X  INLEi'. 

Sanctuary.  Edith  Wharton.  Part  I.  (To 
be  c.nntuiueiJ.)  Illustrations  by  Walter 
Ai'PLETON  Clark. 
The  Sea-Fig^ht  off  Ushant.  Hilairr 
BELLoc,  Author  of  "Danton,"  etc.  Illus- 
trations by  Frank  BRANOWi-N.  Reprcj- 
duced  in  colours. 

The  Symphony.    Poem.    Robert  Haven 

SCHA0FPLER. 

The  Burgriar  and  the  Lady.  Jesse 
Lynch  Williams.  Illustrations  by  Karl 
Anderson. 

The  Littie  Shepherd  of  Kingdom 
Come.  Chaps.  XXVII-XXXI.  (Con- 
cluded.) John  fox,  Jun.  Illustration  bv 
F.  C.  Yohn. 

Harvest  Time.   Poem.   Martha  Tenner. 
n  Quiet  Ways.  Poem.  Beatrice  Hanscom. 
Illustrations   by  Edwin   B.   Child,  and 
decorations  by  C.  E.  Hopper.  Printed  in  tint. 
The  Littie  Reveng^e.  Mary  r.  s.  Andrews. 

Illustrations  by  A.  I.  Keller. 
The  Fiyingr  Russian.  Frederick  Palmer. 

Illustrations  liy  Corwin  Knapp  Linson. 
The    Princess    and    the  IMicrobe. 
Margaret  Sherwood.     Illustrations  by 
J.  J.  Gould.    Reproduced  in  tint. 
IVIIss  IVIartin's  Hour.   Anne  O  Haoan. 
The  Point  of  View— THE  OTHER  VIEW 

«,Tnn?c!.^J!?£^^*^  "-^N  ASTROLOGICAL 
SUGGESTION. 

"^•^  Ppn'Rr'?.^*5Tr  A-^-THE  SKY-SCRAPER 
PROBLEM  (MONTaOMERY  SCHDYLER). 

LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunatan'n  Ilmise, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street  E.C. 


TQe  Kineieeoiii  centDig 

^ND  AFTER. 

No.  318.  ATrGUST,*l903;       Price  2s.  6d. 

I.  The    Fiscal    Policy  of 

Germany.  By  Otio  Eltzbacher 

II.  Suggestions    for   a  Com- 

mepcial  Treaty  with  Australia.  By 

Allkrdalk  (Jrainger  (Aijeiit-Wnirral 
fur  Siiiil/i  Australia). 

III.  Free  Trade  and  Ppoteetion 
from  the  Workman's  Pointof  View. 

By  M.  Maltman  Barrie 

IV.  The  Japanisation  of  China. 

By  GEORGE  Lynch. 

V.  The  Ornaments  Rubric 

according  to  the  Courts.    By  E 

Blackwood  Wright. 

VI.  A  Papal  Conclave  and  its 

Chronicler.   By  Edith  Sellers 

VII.  Some  Facts  about  Madem- 
oiselle de  Lesipnasse.  By  Camilla 
Jebb. 

VIII.  Civilisation  and  Babylonia 

By  C.  F.  LehMANN. 

IX.  Charles  Reade's  Novels.  By 

Walter  Frewen  Lord. 

X.  The  Lost  Art  of  Singing— 

(mncladed).    By  JI.  A.  R,  TUKER 

XI.  Benjamin    Jowett  —  Some 

Recollections.    By  Cornelia  .Sorab.)[ 

XII.  The  Bane  of  Borrowing-' 

By  J.  -W.  Cro.ss.  ^ 

XIII.  "The   Granary   of  the 

Empire."  By  Robert  Machray. 

XIV.  Permanent    Officials  and 

National  Inefficiency.  By  j.  Byers 
Maxwell. 

XV.  Last  Month.   By  Sir  Wemyss 

Reid. 

LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  <fe  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  Boime, 
Fbtter  Lane,  Fijiet  Strkbt,  B.C. 
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supply.  The  Fishmongers'  Company  have  there 
fore  inspected,  and  caused  samples  of  oysters  to  be 
taken  from,  many  fisheries  on  different  parts  of  the 
coast,  whence  oysters  are  sent  to  the  London 
market,  £ind  submitted  them  for  examination  to 
their  official  analyst,  one  of  the  leading  bacteriolo- 
gists of  this  country.  As  a  result,  certain  beds, 
pits,  and  layings  were  reported  so  far  contaminated 
as  likely  to  be  a  source  of  danger  to  the  public 
health.  These  have  now  been  closed ;  and  no 
oysters  from  these  places  will  knowingly  be  allowed 
to  be  sold  or  placed  on  the  market  for  sale  until 
they  have  been  proved  to  be  safe  and  wholesome, 
and  their  insanitary  surroundings  satisfactorily 
remedied.  A  committee  of  oyster  merchants, 
planters,  and  others  interested  in  the  trade  has 
held  frequent  meetings  at  the  Company's  Hall, 
when  the  conditions  under  which  oysters  have  been 
cultivated  and  the  remedies  to  be  applied  to  regain 
the  confidence  of  tha  public  have  been  carefully 
discussed.  Those  present  pledged  themselves  to 
use  every  effort  in  their  power  to  ensure  that  none 
but  healthy  oysters  from  known  uncontaminated 
sources  should  be  placed  on  the  market  for  sale. 
The  Fishmongers'  Company  invite  the  medical  and 
sanitary  authorities  in  those  districts  in  which 
oysters  are  grown  or  stored  to  co-operate  ia  pro- 
tecting the  public  health  by  noting  and  reporting 
any  defects  of  drainage,  etc  ,  in  the  neighbourhord 
of  beds,  pits,  or  layings  which  may  adversely  affect 
their  purity.  The  Fishmongers'  Company  are 
always  ready  to  afford  such  information  and  assist- 
ance as  may  be  in  their  power  to  local  bodies  or 
others  whose  object  is  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the 
public  and  the  welfare  of  an  important  branch  of 
the  fishing  industry.  J.  Wrench  Towse, 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  Clerk  of  the  Worshipful 

London  Bridge.  Company  of  Fishmongers. 


THAMES  SALMON  ASSOCIATION. 


The  fourth  annual  report  of  the  committee  to 
the  members  of  this  association  states  that  experi- 
ments have  been  conducted  on  the  same  lines  and 
on  much  the  same  scale  as  in  former  years.  In 
June,  1902,  there  were  at  Mr.  Gilbey's  rearing 
ponds  at  Denham  some  thousands  of  parr  which 
had  resulted  from  the  hatching  operations  in  the 
previous  spring.  These  were  not  reletised  until 
last  spring.  As  in  former  jears,  there  was  a  great 
difference  in  the  size  of  fish  of  the  same  age,  and  it 
was  decided  to  release  only  those  of  a  substantial 
growth.  On  March  18,  and  on  two  subsequent 
dates,  an  exceptionally  fine  lot  of  young  fish,  most 
of  them  just  assuming  the  smolt  scales,  and  aver- 
aging 5in.  in  length,  were  taken  to  Teddington 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  fish  and  turned  into 
the  Thames.  These  numbered  altogether  1818,  and 
there  remained  at  Denham  other  smaller  two-year- 
olds,  which  it  was  judged  advisable  to  keep  in  the 
ponds  for  further  development.  Mr.  Gilbey  after- 
wards reported  that  these  have  grown  so  well  that 
on  his  advice  the  committee  intend  to  release  them 
in  the  Thames  during  the  autumn.  With  regard  to 
the  hatching  operations  of  the  present  year,  the 
committee  report  the  purchase  of  35,000  ova  from 
Lord  Denbigh's  fishery,  of  50,000  at  a  nominal 
figure,  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  More  ton  Frewen, 
from  the  Innishannon  fisherv,  and  the  very  accept- 
able gifts  of  5000  and  4375  from  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon,  and  from  Mr.  Power,  of 
Killorglin,  respectively.  Mrs.  Goodlake  again  most 
kindly  placed  her  hatcheries  at  the  disposal  of  the 
committee,  where  about  20  000  of  these  ova  were 
successfully  hatched  and  the  fry  removed  to  the 
rearing  ponds  at  Denham.  Mr.  Gilbey  reported  the 
successful  hatching  of  the  remainder  at  his  own 
hatchery.  The  eyed  ova  of  the  Danubian  non- 
misratory  salmon  [salmo  hucho),  sent  by  Mr.  Martin, 
of  Vienna,  arrived  in  a  useless  condition  owing  to 
the  length  of  time  consumed  by  the  journey.  Mr. 
Martin,  however,  had  been  good  enough  to  repeat 
his  offer  for  another  season.  The  committee  point 
3ut  that  the  work  of  experiment  would  have  a 
much  greater  chance  of  success  if  the  funds  at  their 
disposal  permitted  the  hatching  aud  rearing  of  the 
young  salmon  to  be  carried  out  on  a  larger  scale. 
The  balance-sheet  appended  to  the  report  shows 
receipts  amounting  to  £359,  including  £202.  cash  at 
I  he  bank  on  July  1,  1902.  The  expenses  at  Denham 
tiave  amounted  to  £151,  and  the  cash  at  the  bank 
:jn  June  30,  1903,  amountei  to  £152  19s.  lid.— 
Times,  Aug.  4. 


ILetters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
md  56,  Chancery- lane,  London,  E.G. 
14,480.    C.    Wyres    and    O.    Wyres,  Prudential 
Buildings,   Corporation-street,  Birming- 
ham.   Improvements  in  fishing  reels. 


THE  WATER    COMPENSATION  CLAUSES- 
IMPORTANT  TO  ALL  INTERESTED 
IN  RIVERS. 

Sib, — Water  Supply  Bills  in  Parliament  need  to 
be  carefully  and  closely  looked  at  by  your  readers, 
in  order  to  make  quite  sure  that  a  water  compensa- 
tion clause  has  been  inserted. 

In  a  recent  instance  a  Bill,  promoted  by  the  Ebbw 
Vale  District  Council,  proposed  works  that  would 
completely  impound  the  head-waters  of  the  Clydach, 
a  tributary  of  the  Usk.  No  provision  whatever 
was  made  for  a  single  drop  of  compensation  water 
to  be  given,  and  designedly  or  otherwise  the  name 
of  that  brook  was  not  once  mentioned  in  the  Bill. 

Everyone  appears  to  have  been  thrown  off  their 
g\jard,  and  Government  departments,  such  as  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  the  Board  of  Trade,  had  no  other  fault  to  find 
or  suegestion  to  make  when  reporting  to  the 
Commons  than  that  "  the  water  was  a  little  brown." 
And  thus  the  Bill  actually  passed  the  Commons. 

Fortunately,  by  a  mere  chance  there  happeaed  to 
be  someone  in  the  room  who  knew  the  district  well, 
and  on  making  close  inquiries  and  references  to  a 
map  it  became  evident  to  him  that  a  large  bulk  of 
the  Clydach  water  would  be  abstracted. 

Hence  it  followed  that  some  of  the  chief  riparian 
owners  on  the  Usk  and  mill-owners  on  the  Clydach, 
and  also  the  Board  of  Conservators  (who  only  at 
this  eleventh  hour  became  aware  of  what  was 
proposed),  proceeded  to  lodge  petitions  against  the 
Bill  in  the  Lords,  for  which,  fortunately,  there  was 
ample  time. 

The  Bill  came  before  Lord  Kintore's  Committee 
last  week,  and  after  a  stiff  fight  and  much  conflict 
of  evidence  between  the  engineers  employed  on 
either  side,  the  committee  resolved  that  the  Bill 
might  proceed,  on  condition  that  a  water  com- 
pensation clause  should  be  inserted,  the  amount  of 
such  water  to  be  determined  by  an  arbitrator.  In 
the  end,  the  promoters  withdrew  the  water  part  of 
the  Bill  sooner  than  accept  the  clause. 

I  have  often  had  occasion  to  blame  the  Board  of 
Trade.  In  this  case,  while  they  unfortunately 
missed  their  opportunity  in  the  Commons,  yet 
when  the  Bill  reached  the  Lords  their  inspectors 
made  a  strong  report  against  the  Bill  as  it  stood, 
and  in  favour  of  a  compensation  clause  being 
inserted.  And  I  think  this  report  had  great  weight 
with  the  committee. 

During  the  discussion,  counsel  for  the  promoters 
offered  to  give  compensation  in  money!  "No," 
said  the  chairman  very  firmly,  "  the  compensation 
must  be  in  water." — Yours  truly, 

July  27.  One  Who  was  Present. 


THE  MEDWAY  AS  A  SALMON  RIVER. 

Dear  Sib, — You  are  probably  aware  that  the 
Medway  was  once  a  good  salmon  river,  and  it  may 
interest  you  to  hear  how  nearly  we  succeeded  in 
making  it  so  again.  At  any  rate,  I  will  give  you 
the  facts,  which  I  think  are  worth  recording. 

Our  venture  was  made  so  long  ago  as  1866.  The 
Act  had  just  been  passed  for  establisliing  fishery 
districts,  and  it  occurred  to  me  and  some  of  my 
friends — Why  not  get  it  applied  to  the  Medway  ? 

So  we  set  to  work  and  collected  a  lot  of  evidence 
which  showed  conclusively  that  salmon  were  onco 
plentiful  in  the  river,  and  that  even  then  they  came 
up  to  the  first  insurmountable  barrier,  Aliington 
Lock,  below  Maidstone.  The  lock  keeper  said  he 
saw  them  there  every  year  below  the  lock,  and  very 
likely  they  still  come  up,  but  where  from,  and  where 
are  they  bred  ?    That  is  rather  a  mystery. 

Then  we  went  to  the  Home  Office,  who  enter- 
tained our  application  and  arranged  to  send  down 
Mr.  Pennell,  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  to  report 
upon  the  district.  He  made  an  appointment  with 
us  to  start  from  Edenbridge  Station  to  inspect  the 
upper  part  of  the  liver,  and  said  he  should  bring 
Frank  Buckland  with  him. 

Accordingly  three  of  us  went  there,  and  on  our 
first  introduction  to  the  ex-surgeon  of  the  Horse 
Guards  he  was  sitting  on  the  ground  with  his  back 
shored  up  against  the  wall  of  the  booking-office 
and  with  a  big  cigar  in  his  mouth. 

We  drove  round  by  Penhurst,  W^ithyham,  Hart- 
field,  and  Ashurst,  and  spent  the  day  in  inspecting 
the  river.  I  have  a  lively  recollection  of  the 
energetic  way  in  which  Buckland  explored  it,  of 
the  number  of  big  cigars  he  smoked,  and  of  the 
bread  and  cheese  he  disposed  of  at  the  Stairs  at 
Hartfield. 

We  afterwards  dined  together  at  Tonbridge,  and 
discussed  the  results  of  our  trip. 
The  upshot  was  a  roost  favourable  report  from 


Mr.  Pennell,  and  the  Home  Office,  after  receiving 
it,  intimated  that  they  were  prepared  to  make  the 
necessary  order  upon  having  a  provisional  order 
from  Quarter  Sessions. 

We  accordingly  attended  at  the  next  sittings  at 
Maidstone  and  applied  for  the  order,  which  was 
readily  granted,  and  we  thought  all  was  over  but 
shouting ;  but  then  our  troubles  began. 

The  Quarter  Sessions  order  should  have  been  at 
once  tiansmitted  to  the  Home  Office,  and  we 
naturally  expected  that  it  would  have  been  sent 
up  in  due  course.  However,  it  did  not  go ;  and 
then  it  transpired  that  the  mill-owners  on  the  river, 
who  were  polluting  it  with  their  refuse,  having  got 
wind  of  the  order  and  fearing  the  c  insequences  to 
themselves,  had  got  hold  of  the  Chairman  of 
Sessions  and  induced  him  to  suppress  it. 

This  was  bad  news  for  us,  and  I  interviewed 
Frank  Buckland  about  it  two  or  three  times.  He 
said,  "  Only  get  that  order  sent  up  and  the  thing  ia 
done.  I  know  that  the  Home  Office  are  ready  to 
make  the  final  order  at  once." 

But  how  to  get  the  order  forwarded  was  the 
question. 

We  tried  in  vain  to  induce  the  Chairman  of 
Sessions  to  forward  it.    Nothing  would  move  him. 

We  then  took  counsel's  opinion  upon  the  matter, 
and  he  advised  that  we  could  certainly  by  Writ  of 
Mandamus  compel  the  chairman  to  forward  the 
Sessional  Order  to  the  Home  Office,  but  aa  that 
course  would  involve  the  expenditure  of  a  good  bit 
of  money,  and  as  none  of  us  were  disposed  to  put 
our  hands  so  deeply  into  our  pockets  for  such  an 
object,  we  reluctantly  let  the  matter  drop,  and 
that  precious  order  still,  I  suppose,  remains  pigeon- 
holed among  the  archives  at  Maidstone. 

It  seems  a  great  pity,  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  too 
late  now  to  unearth  it,  and  the  Medway  will,  thanks 
to  his  lordship,  have  to  remain  destitute  of  salmon. 
— Yours  truly,  G.  Arnold. 

"NO  ROACH  IN  IRELAND." 
Dear  Sir. — With  reference  to  your  note  at  foot 
of  mine  in  your  issue  of  July  25,  I  have  examined 
several  of  the  fish  taken  from  the  lake  referred  to, 
and  without  exception  all  of  them  had  only  one 
single  row  of  pharyngeal  teeth  on  each  side,  whereas 
the  rudd,  it  is  known,  has  a  double  row.  There- 
fore, how  can  these  fish  be  rudd  ? — Yours  trulv, 

W.  K  C. 

[I  think  the  best  thing  would  be  for  "  W.  N.  C."  to 
send  specimens  to  the  Natural  History  Museum, 
South  Kensington.  All  the  "roach"  sent  to  me 
from  Ireland  have  been  rudd. — Ed.] 


A  GOOD  WORD  FOR  LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sib, — As  a  constant  reader  of  j'our  valuable 
paper  I  have  been  surprised  in  your  articles  on 
Irish  fishing  to  find  how  much  has  been  written  on 
Lough  Mask  to  the  almost  entire  exclusion  of  Lough 
Corrib. 

I  feel  sure  that  a  descriptive  article  from  the 
same  able  contributor  on  the  beauties  and  angling 
attractions  of  the  Corrib  would  not  only  be 
appreciated  by  your  readers,  but  would  lead  many 
to  try  their  hands  next  season  on  this  beautiful 
lake.  The  extreme  reasonableness  of  the  charges 
of  the  Railway  Hotel,  Oughterard,  and  the  excellent 
fishermen  and  boats  provided,  should  lead  anglers 
to  flock  to  this  lake  in  far  greater  numbers,  while 
pike  anglers  could  wish  for  no  better  water  in  which 
to  break  all  their  previous  records  of  specimen  fish. 

As  one  who  owes  his  introduction  to  this  lake 
simply  and  solely  to  the  correspondence  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  1  can  but  wish  that  others  also 
like  myself  with  limited  means  could  know  of  this 
elysium  of  anglers'  retreats. — Yours  very  truly, 

Cantab. 


SEA  FISHING  FROM  THE  BEACH  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  recommend  a  seaside  village  suitable  for 
boys  where  fairly  good  sea  fishing  is  to  be  had  from 
the  beach. — Yours  faithfully, 

"Not  Too  Much." 


FISHING  LINES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
enlighten  me  how  best  to  remedy  the  inconvenient 
stickiness  of  new  watei'proofed  lines  without  detri- 
ment thereto  ?  Only  recently,  both  in  fly  casting 
and  trolling  for  Irish  lake  trout,  [  have  lost  fish  by 
new  lines  from  good  houses  getting  literally  gummed 
togetlier  and  failing  to  run  off  the  reel  when  so 
required.  This  gummj-  stickiness  obviously  arises 
from  the  substance,  whatever  it  may  be,  used  in 
waterproodng  lines,  which,  under  the  circumstances 
stated,  is  a  distinct  reproach  on  the  science  of  Una 
making,  and  selling,  too. 

The  same  fault,  to  call  a  thing  by  its  right  name, 
arises  with  oilcloth  garments,  such  as  are  used  in 
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angling.  After  folding  I  find  they  mostly  seemed 
gummed  en  masse,  and  require  brute  force  to  unfold 
for  wear. 

Is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  make  and  sell  them 
so  utterly  and  unspeakably  horrid,  I  wonder  ? 
And  if  so,  is  there  an}'  and  what  remedy  ?  because 
in  such  case  I  would  suggest  to  the  vendors  thereof 
to  issue  remedial  instructions  to  innocent  buyers 
for  vrtlue,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  lines,  save  temper, 
wet  skin«,  etc..  nob  to  say  also  the  reputation  of  the 
trade. — Yours  truly,  T.  P.  Tomes. 


FISHING  AT  BRIDPGRT. 
Sir, — Will  any  B.S.A.  or  other  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  where  to  fish  "  sea  "  at  Bridport  or 
vicinity,  and  what  fish  to  expect  in  the  later  part  of 
August.  Any  information  will  be  gladly  received. 
—Yours  truly.  Unattached, 

SPROTT'S  HOOKS  WANTED, 
Dear  Sie, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  where  I  can  procure  Sprott's  (bend) 
hooks.     Thanking    you   in   anticipation. — Yours 
truly,  "  Boeder  Esk." 

25,  Rosevale-street,  Langholm. 
[Probably  my  correspondent  means  "Sproat  "  ;  if 
so,  any  fishing-tackle  maker  can  procure  the  hooks 
for  him. — Ed  ] 


ESTHWAITE  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  particulars  may  be  of 
use  to  your  correspondent  who  was  inquiring  with 
regard  to  the  above.  The  lake,  which  is  a  few 
minutes'  walk  from  the  village  of  Hawkeshead, 
near  Windermere,  is  a  private  one,  but  day  tickets 
can  be  obtained  from  either  the  Sun  Inn  or  the 
Red  Lion  Hotel,  the  charge  for  same  being  Is.  per 
day  for  pike,  2s.  6d.  for  trout.  As  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  it  is  useless  to  fish  for  trout,  but 
tliere  are  abundance  of  pike,  averaging  61b.  My 
best  day  with  a  friend,  twenty-four  pike,  the 
largest  171b.  Live  baiting  is  not  permitted.  I 
think  your  correspondent  will  be  comfortable  at 
the  Red  Lion  Hotel.  The  Sun  Inn,  I  know  from 
experience,  is  very  comfortable,  but  is  somewhat 
less  pretentious.  The  best  boatman  in  the  place  is 
one  who  goes  by  the  name  of  "  Dummy,"  he  being 
both  deaf  and  dumb,  but  his  knowledge  of  the 
habits  of  fish  is  very  wonderful.  He  is  very  keen, 
and  in  spite  of  his  infirmity  is  an  interesting  com- 
panion.— Yours  faithfully,  G.  de  Maupas. 

P.S. — Best  bait  is  Norwich  Spoon. 


FISHING  NEAR  GARSTANG. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  the  correspondent  who  inquires 
about  coarse  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Garstang,  the  answer  is  that  there  is  not  much  of 
it.  The  river  Wyre  runs  through  the  town,  and 
it  contains  the  common  brown  trout  and  later 
(about  now)  a  good  few  sea-trout,  and  they  may  be 
caught  with  the  worm  or  minnow.  There  are  also 
a  few  roach  and  chub.  At  Garstang  there  is  an 
angling  association,  and  a  little  lower  down  the 
river,  at  a  place  called  St.  Michael's,  day  tickets  may 
be  had  for  threepence.  In  addition  a  half-crown 
trout  licence  will  be  required,  though  not  if  the 
angler  is  bent  only  on  coarse  fish.  The  canal  also 
runs  through  Garstang,  and  is  to  be  classed  as 
moderate  for  coarse  fishing.  It  contains  pike,  roach, 
perch,  eels,  and  a  few  tench.  The  pike  do  not  run 
very  large,  and  indeed  the  canal  as  a  whole  only 
contains  a  poor  sample  of  fish.  It  is  overfished, 
and  the  railway  company  spend  nothing  in 
restocking  it.  One  good  spot  is  at  Brock,  three 
miles  from  Garstang,  where  Mr.  Harold  Jackson, 
proprietor  of  the  Oakenclough  Fishery,  has  turned 
into  the  canal  a  number  of  fine  perch  which  he  has 
netted  out  of  Lake  Buttermere.  But  on  the  whole 
coarse  fishing  in  North  Lancashire  is  not  up  to 
much.  It  is  a  trout  and  salmon  district,  and  every- 
thing else  is  neglected.  I  know  every  water  in  the 
district,  and  if  your  correspondent  desires  further 
information  he  is  welcome  to  write  to  me. — Yours 
truly,  B.  Phillips. 

Standard  Office,  Lancaster. 


WATERPROOF  DRESSING  FOR  "  GRESHAM  " 
BAGS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  j  ou  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  the  best  waterproof  dressing  for  a 
'■  Gresham  "  canvai  fishing  bag? — not  one  that 
goes  sticky.  Also  the  best  dressing  for  undressed 
Unes.  Thankiog  you  in  anticipation.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  C.  H.  Evans. 


FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND,  IRELAND,  OR 
WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "L.  S.  D."  who  inquires  in  your 
issue  of  Aug.  1  will  send  and  exchange  references 
he  might  be  glad  to  avail  himself  of  an  offer  I  am 
asking  you  to  make  this  week,  in  which  I  seek  two 


keen  fishing  companions  to  occupy  (rent  free)  a 
small  house  on  the  coast  of  co.  Mayo,  Ireland,  lent 
me  by  the  proprietor  of  several  rivers  close  at  hand, 
holding  salmon,  brown  and  white  trout.  I  shall  be 
going  about  the  end  of  August  for  three  or  four 
weeks.  It  involves  "roughing  it,"  and  being  content 
with  own  or  local  cooking.  In  this  case  accommo- 
dation and  fishing  are  free.  Stamped  envelope  to 
10,  Eden  Mt.,  Reverend  Piscatoe. 

Carlisle. 


Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  L.  S.  D."  re  the  above, 
with  regard  to  the  Ugie  Rod  Fishings,  Aberdeen- 
shire, the  fishing  includes  the  Pitfour  water  from 
the  junction  of  the  North  and  the  South  Ugie  at  a 
distance  of  about  six  miles  from  the  sea,  and  also 
the  Balmoor  Fishings,  which  are  near  the  sea,  and 
splendid  for  finnock  and  sea-trout  in  spring  and 
autumn.  The  higher  reaches  of  the  river  are  mostly 
slow  running  and  deep,  with  streams  at  intervals 
The  lower  portion  is  a  succession  of  streams  and 
pools  to  the  sea.  It  is  now  well-stocked  with  river 
trout,  but,  in  order  to  imp'-ove  the  quality  and 
size,  30,000  eyed  ova,  15,000  each,  pure  levens, 
and  a  cross  between  fario  and  levons,  have  been 
introduced  at  various  points,  the  good  results  of 
which  are  now  being  felt.  I  may  add  that  there  is 
no  farmhouse  accommodation  near  the  river,  but 
capital  hotels  in  Peterhead  at  403.  per  week  per 
head,  one  mile  from  river.  Sea- trout  and  yellow 
trout  fishing  just  now  is  very  good. — Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  F. 


SEA  AND  SEA-LOCH  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — "  H.  E.  B.,"  in  your  issue  of  July  25, 
asks  for  information  regarding  sea  and  sea-loch 
fishing.  I  have  just  returned  from  Mallaig,  in 
Inverness  shire,  where  I  have  spent  a  most  enjoy- 
able holiday  at  the  Glasnacardoch  Hotel,  the  most 
comfortable  and  most  reasonable  place  at  which  I 
have  ever  been.  There  is  unlimited  sea  fishing  to 
be  had.  Our  takes  included  ling,  haddock,  cod, 
flounders,  pollack,  and  saithe,  with  an  occasional 
dogfish  by  way  of  variety.  One  of  the  best  boat- 
men is  J  as.  Macdonald,  whose  house  is  close  to  the 
harbour. 

Sea-loch  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  Morar,  about  two 
miles  south  of  Mallaig.  Most  excellent  loch  fishing 
is  to  be  had  on  application  to  the  owner,  my 
permit  including  some  four  or  five  charming  hill- 
locks,  all  within  an  hour's  walk  of  the  hotel. 

I  can  with  every  confidence  recommend  the  place 
to  "  H.  E.  B."  from  every  point  of  view — scenery, 
boating,  bathing,  fishing,  economy,  and  comfort. — 
Yours  faithfully,  J. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Sir, — Would  you  or  one  of  your  readers  be  good 
enough  to  tell  me  if  the  shore  fishing  in  Lake 
Vyrnwy  is  free,  or  obtainable  by  ticket,  or  otherwise. 
I  have  read  with  interest  the  article  in  the  summer 
number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  as  I  am  going  to 
stay  with  friends  near  there  I  did  not  gather  from 
it  whether  there  was  other  fishing  besides  that  of 
the  hotel  approachable. — Yours  truly. 

Fly  Fisher. 

[The  lake  fishery  is  reserved  for  visitors  to  the 
hotel.  I  believe  Miss  Davies  sometimes  gives  per- 
mission for  a  day  on  the  river  below,  where  she  has 
some  four  miles  of  very  pretty  stream. — Ed.] 

REDUCTION  OF  FINES  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  Mr.  Grimble's  letter  of 
last  week  with  reference  to  the  Erne  district  that 
he  says  :  "  The  fines  for  poaching  on  the  Erne  are 
also  ridiculously  small,  and  to  mention  only  one 
instance  where  a  fine  of  5s.  was  imposed  for  a 
flagrant  ca=ie.  On  appeal  to  Dublin  this  was  reduced 
to  Is.  Of  this  splendid  sum  the  Conservators 
received  8d.,  and  it  had  cost  them  SOs.  to 
prosecute."  And  yet  a  few  weeks  ago  a  corre- 
spondent named  "  Mona  "  informed  your  readers 
that  these  reductions  were  confined  to  the  Limerick 
district, — Yours  truly,  A.  E.  Bannatyne. 


LOUGH  ERNE. 

Sir, — Permit  me  to  supplement  "  Mona's  "  correc- 
tion of  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble. 

When  Mr.  Grimble  states  that  the  fishing  on 
Lough  Erne  is  free  I  presume  he  means  that  those 
having  rights  of  fishing  there  raise  no  objection  to 
strangers  fishing,  for  there  is,  of  course,  no  public 
right  of  fi3hii)g  on  the  lough.  That  was  eettlc'l 
by  the  well-known  Irish  case  of  "  BloomSeld  v. 
Johnson." 

Lough  Erne  is  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and 
the  fishery  belongs  to  the  Crown  subject  to  rights 
of  fishing  granted  to  several  patentees  in  common 
by  James  I.  and  Charles  I.  Some  of  the  persons 
deriving  from  those  patentees  do  not,  I  believe, 
raise  any  objection  to  strangers  fishing.    On  the 


other  hand,  any  unauthorised  persons  fishing 
opposite  the  Castle  Caldwell  estate,  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  lough,  or  opposite  the  Marquis  of  Ely's 
estate  on  the  southern  side,  would  be  promptly 
warnpd  off. 

Of  late  years  there  seems  to  have  been  no  rise  of 
trout  after  the  May  Fly  season,  and  although  during 
that  season  a  fitie  average  of  trout  may  be  taken, 
still  a  71b.  trout  would  be  exceptional. — Yours 
truly,  "John  Dory." 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  CONWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Nelson  will,  I  think,  find  sport 
in  August  in  the  Bettws-y-Coed  district.  Mr.  Parry 
sells  the  Redd  itch  flies,  and  there  is  a  nlan  at 
Llanrwst  he  might  look  up  who  is  a  good  dresser. 
Sorry  I  have  not  his  name.  Brown  trout  flies  same 
as  anywhere  else — Snipe,  Partridge  and  Orange, 
Grouse,  D  jtterel.  Can  you  tell  me  why  they  dis- 
allow worm,  or  Stewart  tackle  even,  in  the  above  ? 
— Yours  truly,  E.  E.  N. 

[I  can  only  suppose  that  some  of  the  proprietors 
object  to  worm  fishing;  many  do. — Ed.] 


STONE  FOUND  IN  TROUT'S  STOMACH. 

Dear  Sik, — The  enclosed  stone,  which  weighs 
nearly  an  ounce,  was  taken  out  of  a  trout's  stomach 
CHUght  recently  in  the  Yore  by  Dr.  Richardson,  of 
Hawes,  and  wa9  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  J.  Blades,  a 
well-known  Wensleydale  angler.  The  trout  from 
which  it  was  taken  was  a  fine  well-fed  fish  of  about 
IJIb.  in  weight.  When  the  stone  was  tak^n  from 
the  fish's  stomach  it  was  coated  with  a  dark  film, 
a  portion  of  which  you  will  see  still  remains  on  it; 
the  trout  had  evidently  had  it  for  some  time.  I 
have  known  similar  instances  before,  but  with 
smaller  and  rounder  pebbles  than  this  one.  I  think 
the  trout  swallow  stones  when  running  open- 
mouthed  at  minnows  or  other  small  fry  in  the 
shallows.  On  such  occasions  I  have  seen  the  fish 
not  only  make  the  water  fly,  but  pebbles  also,  and 
I  have  seen  the  fish,  in  their  mad  rushes,  come  out 
of  the  water  on  to  the  sand  beds. — Yours  truly. 

Northern  Ang'ers'  Depot,  J.  E.  MiLLER. 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

[The  stone  Mr.  Miller  sends  is  certainly  much  the 
largest  I  have  ever  seen  taken  from  a  trout's 
stomach.  I  think  trout  occasionally  swallow  stones 
when  caddis  adhere  to  them. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  WASTWATER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Sprat,"  enquiring  as 
to  August  fishing,  I  have  just  returned  from  fishing 
Wastwater,  from  Wastwater  Hotel,  Wastdale  Head, 
Gosforth  (postal  village),  station,  Seascale,  on  the 
Furness  line,  an  I  left  the  trout  just  coming  on 
nicely.  I  lost  a  big  trout,  over  2ft.  long,  after  quite 
ten  minutes,  on  a  hair  line.  He  was  quite  done, 
and  had  turned  on  his  back  three  times,  the  last 
time  fully  fifteen  seconds  quiet,  when,  alas  !  on 
righting  himself,  with  only  the  usual  steady  strain, 
the  line  parted,  cut  through,  and  my  "  specimen- 
almost  "  very  slowly  vanished.  It  was  very 
exciting,  as  I  was  alone  in  the  boat,  and  there  was 
the  lightest  of  ripples  only.  A  clergyman  followed 
us  along  the  shore  and  mourned  with  me  over  the 
departed  one. 

My  last  day  I  got  twenty-one — fourteen  of  them 
three  to  the  pound,  Jib.  the  biggest.  Day  before, 
forty-six,  from  3  p.m.  to  7  p.m. ;  returned  ten. 
Excellent  accommodation,  £2  ISs.  per  week.  Boat 
should  be  bespoken,  and  red-bodied  hackles  stuck 
to  ;  hooks  Nos.  3  and  4  in  a  big  breeze.  Red  Palmer 
I  found  the  best  fly,  bub  Woodcock,  Grouse,  Land- 
rail and  Dotterel  all  took  with  red  bodies.  Of  the 
Tarns,  High  Fell  is  best ;  Sprinkling  Tarn  is  spoilt 
by  minnows.  Coach  runs  daily  from  Seascale.  The 
lake  is  the  deepest  and  latest  of  our  lakes.- — Yours 
truly,  Oliver  Procter. 


GOOD  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON  WANTED. 

Sir, — I  venture  to  ask  you  to  let  me  appeal 
through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper  for  the 
advice  of  an  experienced  angler.  Many  years  ago 
I  used  to  enjoy  myself  very  much  in  fishing  from 
the  Thames  at  Oxford  or  thereabouts,  and  this 
year  I  am  anxious  to  have  some  fishing  once  again 
in  a  very  unpretentious  manner.  Will  one  of  your 
kindly  disposed  readers  advise  me  where  I  can  spend 
a  week  or  fortnight's  holiday  to  enable  me  to  get 
some  good  fish  ng,  in  a  healthy  and  bracing  part  of 
England,  not  too  far  from  London,  so  that  I  can 
have  the  benefit  of  an  invigorating  and  inexpensive 
holiday  combined  with  some  good  sport  ?  Perhaps 
I  might  also  ask  what  the  expenses  would  be, 
what  I  might  expect  to  catch,  and  the  tackle 
required,  etc. — Yours  truly, 

"Anxious  Fisher." 
(Several  letter  a  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  got  home  this  after- 
noon from  Norway;  The  anglers  with  whom  I 
travelled  very  much  confirmed  what  I  wrote  you  a 
fortnight  ago  of  this  season's  sport. 

"  Salmon  had  been  very  plentiful  in  the  middle 
provinces,  and  had  run  unprecedentedly  early,  but, 
owing  probably  to  the  rivers  being  full  of  snow- 
water, the  fish  remained  long  in  the  lower  reaches, 
and  were  very  slow  to  negotiate  the  rapids  and 
gorges.  Consequently,  the  lower  sections  have 
fished  extremely  well,  and  the  upper  ones  very 
badly,  though  in  average  seasons  the  latter  may  be 
much  the  better  of  the  two.- 

"  In  some  of  the  smaller  rivers  in  the  south-westj 
where  there  was  no  great  store  of  snow,  the  run 
has  been  poor.  On  my  own  water  the  run  seemed 
about  over,  though  in  the  last  week  I  got  a  few 
grilse  and  a  371b.  salmon  with  sea  lice  on  them. 

"My  gilUes,  to  whom  I  give  the  poor  autumn 
fishing,  have  found  a  man  to  pay  them  £10  for  it 
up  to  Aug.  21 ;  after  that  they  will  be  glad  to  have 
some  wanderer  turn  up  to  fish.  The  prospect  is 
not  so  very  bad,  late  though  it  is.  In  the  last 
week  I  got  2171b.  of  salmon,  including  one  of  441b., 
not  counting  a  few  grilse  and  sea-trout.-  The 
gillies'  tenant  was  good  enough  to  wire  me  that  on 
the  evening  of  the  day  I  left,  Aug.  7,  he  got  a  fish 
of  381b. 

"  One  of  the  men.  Nils  Bolstad,  speaks  English, 
and  the  place,  Bolstadoren,  has  commimication 
with  Bergen  by  railway,  telegraph,  and  telephone. 
— Yours  sincerely,  "  Edw.  Sturdy. 

"Aug.  10,"- 

EXPERIMENTS  IN  PLANTING  MaY  FLY.- 

BeUeving,  as  I  do,  that  the  chief  difficulty  in 
connection  with  trout  fishing  is  the  diminution  of 
fly  life  on  many  of  our  streams,  I  am  always  glad 
to  hear  of  any  attempts  at  planting  fly.  Hearing 
from  Mr.  J.  Duncan  Elliot,  of  the  Surrey  Trout 
Farm,  Haslemere,  that  he  had  suppUed  May  Fly 
eggs  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Bywaters,  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  I  wrote,  to  that  gentleman  to  ask  if  he 


would  send  me  a  line  about  the  experiment,  and  he 
kindly  did  so  as  follows : — • 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  been  away,  so 
please  accept  my  apologies  for  not  answering  your 
letter  before. 

"  I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot  give  you  much 
definite  information  with  reference  to  our  experi- 
ment of  planting  May  Fly.  However,  I  am  pleased 
to  give  you  the  following  facts,  and  you  must  draw 
your  own  conclusions. 

"Two  years  ago — June,  1901 — in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Blundell,  I  placed  in  the  Piscatorial 
Society's  water,  the  Golne,  at  Uxbridge,  10,000 
May  Fly  eggs,  which  were  distributed  in  various 
parts  of  the  river,  and  several  of  our  members 
report  this  year  that  they  have  seen  a  number  of 
flies ;  on  one  day  they  constituted  a  distinct  rise — • 
small,  of  course. 

"  During  the  society's  tenure  of  the  water,  some 
five  years,  practically  no  May  Fly  have  been 
noticed ;  now  and  then  one  or  two  have  been  seen, 
as  if  they  were  stragglers.  However,  there  is  a 
ditch  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  river  where 
generally  a  fair  rise  occurs.- 

"  Should  no  May  Fly  appear  next  year,  but  the 
year  after  a  rise  takes  place,  it  will  be  pretty  con- 
clusive evidence  that  the  experiment  has  borne 
fruit;  10,000  eggs,  however,  are,  of  course,  not 
sufficient  to  obtain  a  very  appreciable  result.  A  very 
much  larger  quantity  should  be  deposited  to  give  a 
really  practical  result,  and,  of  course,  planted  in 
two  consecutive  years.  A  most  important  question 
is  whether  the  water  is  in  a  suitable  condition  to 
maintain  May  Fly.  Personally,  given  a  suitable 
water,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difficulty  in 
introducing  the  fly.  A  speedier  way  would,  of 
course,  be  in  planting  the  larvae. — Yours  truly, 

"  C.  H.  Bywaters.'J 


Fishing  near  Christchtjrch,  Hants. 

Visitors  to  the  King's  Arms  Hotel,  Ghristchurch, 
have  been  having  some  good  sport  with  the  chub 
and  roach  lately.  There  are  about  three  miles  of 
good  water  attached  to  the  hotel  which  can  be 
fished  by  visitors.  I  was  roach  fishing  in  the 
Stour,  near  Ghristchurch,  on  Mr.  Henry  Newlyn's 
water  on  Monday,  and  got  a  nice  brace  of  chub, 
31b.  4oz.  and  41b.  lOoz.,  which  gave  good  sport  on 
a  light  fly  rod.  They  took  a  tiny  bit  of  bread 
paste  on  one  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Gold's  capital  No.  10 
Grystal  roach  hooks.  Mr.  Gold's  shop  is  No. 
17,  Oakley-street,  about  two  minutes  from  Waterloo 
railway  station;  I  looked  in  the  other  day  and  got 
some  well  made  gut  fines,  floats,  and  hooks  at  very 
reasonable  prices;  My  brother,  who  was  fishing 
with  me,  got  some  nice  perch  also  on  Mr.  Gold's 
No.  10,  using  small  lobs;  He  had  a  good  bit  of 
sport  with  a  jack  of  about  5lb.,  which  took  his 
worm,  but  which  managed  to  get  off,  leaving  the 
worm  still  on  the  hook,  when  a  ^Ib.  perch  took  it 
and  was  landed.  If  I  had  not  plainly  seen  the 
jack  when  it  was  first  hooked  we  should  never 
have  understood  how  a  ^Ib.  perch  could  make  such 
a  fight.  At  his  well-lmown  and  most  charming 
Royal  Exeter  Hotel,  Bournemouth,  Mr.  Henry 
Newlyn,  J. P.,  has  some  of  the  finest  aquarium  fish 
I  ever  saw,  all  reared  by  him  from  fry  size,  and  fed 
chiefly  on  boiled  potatoes.  There  were  golden 
orfe  and  mirror  carp  of  some  pounds,  most  hand- 
some and  healthy  fish,  which  are  so  tame  they  will 
come  up  and  feed  from  Mr.  Newlyn's  fingers.  In 
the  hall  there  are  some  fine  fish  in  cases.  It  does 
not  follow  that  because  none  have  yet  been  caught 
that  Mr.  Newlyn's  experiment  in  introducing  barbel 
into  the  Stour  is  a  failure.  I  should  say  it  is  the 
perfection  of  a  river  for  them — deep,  swift,  with 
plenty  of  gravel  and  weed.  Mr.  Newlyn  told  me 
that  he  had  only  seen  one,  a  fish  of  over  101b., 
which  followed  his  gudgeon.  Ghristchurch  is  a 
most  interesting  and  breezy  place,  and  anglers  -will 
find  the  King's  Arms  most  comfortable  and  the 
fishing  not  easily  to  be  beaten; 

R;  Bj  Maestonj 


ON  THE  FUTILITY  OF  ATTEMPTING 
ARTIFICIAL  RESTOCKING  OF 
SALMON  RIVERS. 

IS  THE  YORKSHIRE  ESK  AN  EXCEPTION  ? 


It  was  "  The  Old  Angler,"-  an  expert  in  fish- 
culture,  who  exposed  to  the  world  the  unpleasant 
fact  that  the  cultivation  of  the  salmon  (Salmo 


solar)  in  America  and  Canada  has  been  practically 
abandoned  as  an  absolute  failure.  That  is  to  say, 
after  some  thirty  years'  experience,  the  expenditure 
of  thousands  of  pounds,  and  the  laying  down  of 
milUonsupon  millions  of  young  fish,  even  the  fish 
breeders  have  to  admit  there  is  less  than  nothing  to 
show  for  it  all. 

This  is  very  disappointing  to  me  because  I  had 
alway-s  reUed  on  the  statements  of  my  old  friend 
the  late  A.  Nelson  Cheney  as  to  the  benefit  derived 
from  salmon-stocking  in  several  of  the  United 
States  Atlantic  coast  rivers  ;  it  appears  that  he  was 
misled,  for  even  Mr.  Livingtson  Stone  has  now  to 
admit  that  cultivating  the  Atlantic  salmon  does  not 
answer. 

I  recently  received  the  following  letter  fromi  "  The 
Old  Angler,"  and  -will  refer  to  one  or  two  of  his 
remarks  after  quoting  it:  — 

"  The  late  Mr.  Cheney,  whom  I  knew  very  well, 
was  certainly  in  error  when  he  attributed  the 
improved  salmon-angling  in  the  Penobscot,  St. Croix, 
and  other  Maine  rivers  to  the  insignificant  number 
of  young  salmon  planted  in  them  by  the  State  Com- 
missioners and  private  parties.  I  am  familiar  with 
all  these  rivers,  and  I  assure  you  that  the  improve- 
ment has  been  caused  by  clearing  out  the  nets  and 
brush  weirs  which  formerly  obstructed  all  the  Maine 
salmon  streams,  and  by  more  efficient  protection  to 
the  fish  that  reached  their  spa-wTiing  grounds  in  head- 
waters. From  these  causes  and  the  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  the  legal  close  time — not  from  the  planting 
of  young  salmon,  which  was  long  since  discontinued 
— the  Penobscot  and  the  St.  Croix  are  now  again 
fairly  stocked  -with  Salmo  solar. 

"  From  the  millions  of  Pacific  salmon  fry  planted 
in  the  rivers  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  and 
in  those  of  Canada,  not  a  single  adult  Solmo  quinnat 
has  ever  been  seen.  The  failure  to  introduce  this 
variety  into  the  Atlantic  rivers  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  has  been  as  marked  as  it  has  been  in 
Europe  and  Australasia.  Just  here  let  me  say  that 
for  years  I  have  been  trying  to  get  some  trust- 
worthy information  as  to  the  practical  result  of 
planting  the  ova  of  8.  solar  and  S.  fontinalis  in  the 
Murray  and  other  Australian  rivers,  which,  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  was  done  on  a  large 
scale.  I  have  yet  to  learn  from  any  reliable  source 
that  these  fishes  are  now  caught  in  AustraUa  or 
New  Zealand. 

"  To  continue  planting  artificially-hatched  salmon 
in  such  rivers  as  the  Sacramento,  the  Columbia,  the 
Eraser,  the  Skeena,  and  other  rivers  of  Oregon. 
British  Columbia,  and  Alaska,  must,  by  every  man 
who  understands  the  conditions  involved,  be  pro- 
noimced  sheer  idiocy  and  an  utter  waste  of  all  the 
money  the  hatcheries  have  cost  in  building,  main- 
taining, and  operating.  That  men  Uke  Commissioners 
Babcock  and  Barkdale  advocate  its  usefulness,  in 
the  face  of  the  figures  they  give  which  show  its 
needlessness,  is  inexplicable. 

"  Why  Professor  Prince,  the  '  Commissioner  of 
Fisheries  and  Superintendent  of  Fish  Culture  for 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,'  with  the  figures  of  his 
o-wn  reports  giving  the  lie  to  all  specious  assertions 
and  platitudes,  has  kept  the  several  Ministers  of 
Fisheries  for  the  last  ten  years  in  ignorance  of  the 
facts,  is  a  question  that  he  can  perhaps  answer  ; 
I  cannot. 

"  Respecting  the  success  of  salmon-culture  in 
Europe,  you  are  surely  aware  that,  as  far  back  as 
1883.  Professor  Malmgren  showed  by  facts  and 
figui-es  that  its  results  in  France  and  Germany  had 
been  confined  to  hatching  ova  and  planting  fry. 
He  could  find  no  proof  that  the  catch  of  salmon  had 
been  increased  from  all  the  milHons  of  fry  turned 
into  the  rivers.  This  report  was  printed  in  Forest 
and  Stream  during  the  summer  of  1883  in  a  letter 
from  the  late  W.  F.  Whitcher,  then  Commissioner 
of  Canadian  Fisheries,  which  showed,  from  the 
Departmental  Reports,  that  no  niore  practical 
results  from  salmon-culture  were  visible  in  Canada 
than  Professor  Malmgren  showed  in  Europe.  I 
regret  to  say  that  since  1883  these  reports  empha- 
sise and  confirm  the  conclusion  to  which  Mr. 
Whitcher  had  then  been  forced.  So  far  as  my 
present  information  extends  State  hatcheries  have 
long  since  been  abandoned  in  Europe,  and  I  have 
never  seen  any  reUable  evidence  that  the  Esk  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  has  been  restored  by  artificial 
culture  to  its  former  state  as  a  weU-stocked  salmon 
river." 

It  is  certainly  most  extraordinary  that  it  seems 
impossible  to  get  any  authentic  information  that  any 
salmon  river  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  has  actually 
benefited  bv  artificial  salmon-culture.    The  York- 
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shire  Esk  is  the  one  possible  exceptions  I  am  told 
by  a  gentleman  who  has  known  the  river  for  forty 
years,  and  who  has  promised  to  get  me  further  infor- 
mation about  it,  that  when  he  first  knew  it  there 
were  no  salmon  and  comparatively  few  bull  trout. 
He  adds.  "  About  1867  the  late  Frank  Buckland 
persuaded  some  local  gentlemen  to  form  a  Board, 
and  a  httle  hatchery  was  estabhshed,  in  which  every 
year  a  small  quantity  of  salmon  fry  was  hatched 
and  turned  out,  and  for  many  years  afterwards 
none  were  caught,  probably  due  to  there  not  being 
sufficient  to  encourage  regular  anghng  for  them,  and 
there  were  no  salmon  nets  in  those  days  outside 
Whitby  Harbour.  However,  in  course  of  years,  the 
local  fishermen  commenced  angling  for  them,  and 
getting  a  few  encouraged  others  to  also  try.  In  the 
meantime  the  bull  trout  also  greatly  increased, 
but  not  in  sufficient  numbers  to  overpower  the 
salmon,  and  as  the  drift  net  fishermen  only  used 
nets  with  2in.  mesh,  they  took  bull  and  sea-trout 
only,  but  within  the  past  few  years  netsmen  from 
the  Tyne  and  Tees  came  down,  and  used  4in.  mesh 
nets,  taking  a  quantity  of  fish  from  101b.  to  25lb., 
and  now  there  are  more  4in.  than  2in.  nets." 

In  the  years  1890,  1891,  and  1892,  there  were  81 
nets  at  work,  which  captured  16,113  ;  in  the  same 
period  anglers  caught  2421  salmon. 

In  the  years  1900,  1901,  and  1902,  131  nets  took 
22,300  salmon  (it  is  not  quite  clear  if  salmon  does 
not  also  include  bull-trout)  ;  and  rods,  in  the  same 
period,  about  1030  fish. 

What  we  want  to  find  out  is  whether  the  hatchery 
stocked  the  river  or  whether  the  protection  afforded 
by  the  Board  enabled  the  wild  fish  to  restock  it — 
I  mean  fish  from  other  rivers  hke  the  Tyne  and 
Trent.  The  salmon  is  nearly  extinct  in  the  Trent 
now,  but  there  were  a  good  few  thirty  or  forty  years 
ago-  R.  B.  Maeston. 


IEELA.ND. 

INEXPENSIVE   SALMON  AND   SEA- TROUT 
ANGLING. 
By  Attgusttjs  Greveble, 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc. 

THE  ERRIFP,  COUNTIES  GALWAY  AND 
MAYO. 

The  Errive,  or  Erriff,  falls  into  the  extreme  head 
of  Killary  Bay,  with  Aashleigh  Hotel  at  its  mouth. 
With  a  course  of  twenty  miles  it  opens  for  nets  and 
rods  on  Feb.  15,  although  fish  are  not  met  with  in 
it  before  April.  The  nets  come  ofif  on  Aug.  31,  and 
the  rods  keep  on  tiU  the  end  of  October.  As  neither 
the  main  stream  nor  any  of  its  small  tributaries  flow 
from  lakes,  it  is  entirely  dependent  on  ram,  but 
given  plenty  of  wet  then  it  still  yields  fair  sport. 
There  are  six  beats  on  the  river  let  at  7s.  6d.  a  day, 
or  £8  a  month,  and  the  angler  keeps  his  catch. 
Though  there  may  be  a  few  salmon  in  April,  there 
is  no  really  good  run  until  the  first  flood  in  Jime,  in 
which  month  one  rod  in  1901  had  five  fish  in  one 
day.  Early  in  July  grilse  and  sea-trout  ascend  in 
considerable  numbers  as  opportunity  offers.  Owing 
to  its  dependency  on  rain,  the  Erriff  is  hardly  a 
river  for  the  angler  who  is  in  search  of  salmon  and 
sea-trout  only.  For  those  who  do  not  despise  the 
"•brownie,"  then  in  times  of  drought,  when  the  river 
is  hopeless,  there  are  plenty  of  accessible  lakes  which 
are  well  stocked,  and  again,  as  a  further  change,  the 
sea  fishing  is  first-class  and  the  scenery  very  fine, 
and  to  those  who  are  of  a  car'pe  diem  nature  the  hotel 
at  Aashleigh  offers  excellent  quarters  with  some  sort 
of  sport  assured  every  day.  Further  up  the  coast 
of  Mayo,  to  the  north,  at  Louisberg,  Mrs.  Girr  has 
a  nice  little  hotel  with  the  right  of  fishing  the 
Carrownisky,  and  at  times,  if  the  Marquis  of  SUgo 
is  absent,  a  day  or  two  may  be  got  on  the  Bunowen. 
July  and  August  are  the  best  months  for  the  hotel 
river,  which  is  quite  a  late  one,  as  nets  do  not  begin 
till  July  1,  to  cease  on  Sept.  15.  With  the  river  in 
order,  the  angler  may  expect  a  salmon  or  a  grilse 
and  five  or  six  sea-trout  a  day.  There  is  no  charge 
for  the  fishing,  and  those  who  catch  keep. 

THE  CARAGH  AND  THE  LAUNE,  COUNTY 
KERRY.- 

I  shall  pass  by  Lough  Currane  and  Waterville,  as 
also  Lough  Leane  at  Killarney  ;  they  are  both  so 
well  known,  and  have  both  had  such  gallons  of  ink 
spilt  over  them,  that  it  would  simply  be  a  waste  of 
valuable  space  to  write  more  about  them. 


The  Garagh  flows  from  the  western  spurs  of  the 
Macgillycuddy  Reeks,  and  after  a  short  run  is  joined 
by  the  Owenroe,  which  empties  the  small  loughs  of 
Reagh  and  Cloon.  From  this  junction  to  Lough 
Garagh  is  about  a  further  five  miles,  and  from  its 
exit  from  the  lough  to  the  sea  at  Rossbeigh  Creek, 
an  arm  of  Dingle  Bay,  is  a  short  two  miles.  The 
angling  of  the  river  goes  with  the  pretty  and  com- 
fortable house  of  the  Southern  Hotel  Company. 
The  Caragh  is  quite  an  early  river,  the  nets  commen- 
cing on  Jan.  17  and  coming  off  on  July  31.  Strange 
to  say,  the  rods  are  not  permitted  to  get  to  work 
until  Feb.  1,  though  they  may  continue  to  Oct.  15, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  very  few  instances  where  the 
netters  begin  work  before  the  anglers.  This  close 
time  for  rods  was  fixed  with  the  express  object  of 
saving  spent  fish  from  capture  or  injury  by  rod 
fishers,  but  surely  the  whole  of  the  Caragh"  kelts 
have  not  dropped  down  to  the  sea  in  the  fifteen 
days  that  come  between  Jan.  17  and  Feb.  1. 

The  question  of  altering  these  dates  has  already 
been  raised,  and  I  beheve  that  they  wiU  shortly  be 
altered,  and  that  rods  and  nets  will  begin  together 
on  Jan.  17,  while  the  angling  season  will  be  curtailed 
and  end  on  Oct.  1,  a  very  wise  alteration  which 
would  save  the  fives  of  many  fish  just  as  they  were 
ready  to  spawn.  From  the  lake  to  the  sea  the 
Caragh  river  is  a  fine  stretch  of  anghng,  with  nine 
ideal  pools,  the  only  drawback  being  that  it  runs  off 
all  too  quickly  after  a  flood.  Its  brownies  are  not 
worth  bothering  about,  for  they  are  black,  small, 
and  lanky  httle  fellows,  though  the  lakes  at  the  head 
of  the  river,  commanded  from  Mrs.  Breen's  nice  hotel 
at  Glencar,  yield  really  good  baskets  of  trout  going 
up  to  a  pound  or  more.  This  hotel  also  has  the  salmon 
angling  of  the  upper  river  between  Lough  Cloon,  to 
which  salmon  ascend,  and  Caragh  Lake,  where  the 
house  also  has  boats.  Salmon  fishing  on  the  lough 
and  lower  river  is  over  by  the  end  of  April.  There 
are  some  grilse  and  sea-trout  running  in  June  and 
July,  which  make  their  way  upwards  with  all  pos- 
sible speed.  The  chief  owners  of  the  lough  are  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne  and  the  Macgillycuddy,  and 
the  Southern  Hotel  Company  have  erected  a 
hatchery  at  Caragh,  but  while  they  protect  their 
own  special  part  of  the  river,they  are  powerless  to 
deal  with  the  poaching  of  spawning  fish  in  the  mnter 
or  to  prevent  the  poisoning  of  the  pools  in  summer, 
for  which  Ume  is  used,  as  spurge  does  not  grow. 

The  best  sea-trout  flies  are  dressed  on  hooks  8, 
9,  or  10  Limerick,  bright,  showy  httle  fellows  such 
as  Orange  and  Grouse,  Claret  and  Mallard,  Black 
and  Bustard,  Claret  and  Blue,  Grey  and  Starhng, 
Yellow  and  Mallard.  The  brownies  of  the  lake, 
which  rise  to  the  fly,  are  only  small  ones  and  rarely 
go  over  half  a  pound,  and  it  is  only  by  trolhng  that 
the  larger  ones  are  caught.  Also  in  the  lough  nearly 
all  the  salmon  are  taken  by  baits,  though  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  river  they  rise  freely  to  the  fly. 
Waterville  fhes  are  not  of  much  use  here.  The  four 
favourites  are  the  Grey  Tag,  Fiery  Brown,  Blue, 
Grey  and  Jay — half  blue  and  haK  brown — and  if  to 
these  be  added  the  Lee  Blue,  then  the  Caragh  and 
the  Laune  can  be  visited  with  confidence.  Sizes  run 
from  6  to  3  Limerick.  All  these  patterns  were  given 
me  by  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  of  Cork,  who  has  fished  the 
whole  of  the  Kerry  rivers  with  much  success.  In 
April,  1901,  a  gentleman  fishing  the  lower  river  had  a 
remarkable  experience,  for  hooking  two  fish  in  rapid 
succession,  each  abruptly  departed  the  richer  by  a 
fly  and  a  portion  of  the  casting  fine.  A  short  time 
later  another  angler  came  along  spinning  a  minnow, 
and  fouling  the  fine  hanging  to  one  of  the  fish,  duly 
landed  it.  Then  later  on,  using  a  worm,  he  caught 
the  other  fish  with  fly  and  broken  gut  fast  in  its 
mouth.  The  number  of  rods  is  not  limited,  though  the 
hotel  imposes  a  trifling  charge  of  2s.  a  day  on  each. 
With  regard  to  the  nomenclature  of  the  Irish  sahnon 
flies,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  desirable  that  more 
of  them  should  be  better  christened.  All  the  stan- 
dard Scotch  flies  are  distinctly  named — a  "  Jock  " 
is  a  hard  and  fast  production,  with  feathers,  tinsel, 
silk,  and  hackles  accurately  defined  from  head  to  tail. 
Now  if,  following  the  Irish  plan,  one  were  to  write 
to  Farlow  in  London,  Hardy  at  Alnwick,  Malloch  in 
Perth,  and  Haynes  in  Cork,  and  order  a  "  Black  and 
Yellow  "  from  each,  it  would  be  interesting  to  see 
what  sort  of  productions  would  be  sent.  Yet 
"  Black  and  Yellow "  would  be  the  name  of  our 
dearly-loved  Jock  had  it  happened  to  have  been 
born  on  Shannon  instead  of  on  Tweed.  All  over 
Ireland  many  of  the  standard  patterns  are  named 
only  after  the  colours  of  the  body,  and  only  to  the 
initiated  are  they  recognisable.    A  Grey  Jay  means 


a  fly  with  a  grey  body  and  jay  hackle  at  shoulder  ; 
a  Half  Blue  and  Half  Brown  is  one  with  the  lower 
half  of  the  body  blue  and  the  upper  one  brown  ; 
but  in  neither  of  these  cases  is  there  the  faintest 
indication  of  what  is  the  character  of  wing,  tinsel, 
or  head.  Let  anyone  write  to  Londonderry,  Belfast, 
Dublin,  Cork,  Castleconnell,  or  Ballina  for  one  of 
these  flies,  and  though  the  bodies  wiU  be  ahke  in 
each,  not  one  of  the  six  will  be  uniform  in  other 
respects.  There  are  plenty  of  brilhant  and  good 
anghng  names  in  Ireland  which  would  serve  as  pegs 
to  hang  fUes  on. 

The  Lord-Lieutenant,  the  Londonderry,  the 
Donoughmore,  the  Mayo,  the  Massy,  the  Dunsandle, 
the  Lurgan,  the  Greville,  etc.,  are  all  great  names 
held  by  wielders  of  the  rod.  Then  there  might  be  the 
Shamrock,  the  Fenian,  the  Landleaguer,  the  Red- 
mond, the  Traitor,  the  Poacher,  and  the  Jailer,  for 
I  am  sure  it  is  better  to  call  a  fly  by  the  best  or 
worst  of  names  than  to  call  it  nothing  at  all. 

A  run  by  rail  of  a  few  minutes  will  land  the  angler 
at  the  Station  Hotel,  KiUorghn,  at  the  mouth  of 
what  ought  to  be  one  of  the  very  best  of  the  Irish 
anghng  rivers,  namely,  the  Laune,  which  in  its 
short  run  of  fourteen  miles  drains  320  square  miles 
of  country,  including  Lough  Leane  and  the  rest  of 
the  Killarney  lakes.  It  is  a  rapid  moving,  ideal 
stream  for  the  rod,  for  its  large  lake  reservoirs  keep 
it  in  good  ply  for  many  days  after  a  spate.  Its 
waters  are  seldom  so  discoloured  as  to  be  unfishable, 
and  it  rushes  through  a  vdld  strath  so  destitute  of 
trees  and  shrubs  that  casting  is  dehghtfully  easy. 
From  its  exit  from  Lough  Leane  to  the  tideway  above 
KiUorghn  is  about  ten  miles.  In  this  distance  there 
are  close  on  sixty  named  casts.  The  river  opens  for 
nets  on  Jan.  17  and  closes  on  July  31 ;  the  rods 
begin  on  Feb.  1  and  keep  on  until  Oct.  31,  which  is 
just  about  a  month  longer  than  they  should  do,  and 
it  would  be  a  distinct  improvement  greatly  to  the 
benefit  of  the  fish  if  nets  and  rods  began  together 
and  the  latter  ceased  on  Oct.  15.  The  chief  owners 
are  Lord  Ardilaun  of  Muckross,  the  Earl  of  Kenmare, 
and  Lord  Ventry,  and  to  the  last-named  peer  belongs 
the  Several  Fishery  at  KiUorghn,  leased  for  many 
years  to  Messrs.  Power  &  Dodd.  For  a  long  time 
there  has  existed  a  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
upper  proprietors  that  the  netting  season  is  too 
prolonged,  and  that  it  ought  to  end  a  month  earher. 
They  say  that  in  the  twenty  years  from  1873  to 
1892  the  KiUorghn  nets  took  171,708  fish  (an  average 
of  8585  a  season),  as  against  27,162  captured  by 
the  KiUarney  nets.  It  is  the  old  story — the  lower 
proprietors  get  the  jam,  the  upper  ones  the  scrapings 
of  the  pot,  and  so  small  wonder  that  they  growl. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  takes  of  the  KiUorghn 
nets  are  but  as  trifles  when  compared  with  those 
made  in  the  pubhc  water  of  the  estuary. 

Some  thirty  years  ago  there  were  only  about  some 
dozen  boats  at  work  on  these  waters  ;  now  there 
are  from  seventy  to  eighty,  aU  fishing  with  seine 
nets.  In  spite  of  the  untiring  efforts  of  Mr.  James 
Hensey,  the  energetic  and  clever  inspector  of  the 
district,  many  of  these  nets  do  not  observe  the 
weekly  close  time.  Also  it  is  certain  all  these  boats 
make  a  profit,  and  it  is  to  their  numbers  that  the 
great  falhng  off  is  due.  Then  there  is  a  further 
cause  in  the  poaching  of  the  upper  waters,  for  few 
fish  that  enter  the  Flesk  or  its  tributaries  ever 
return.  The  hcences  for  this  pubhc  fishery  in  the 
estuary  are  granted  by  Government  at  £3  for  each 
boat,  and  the  natives  contend  that  no  matter  how 
numerous  the  appUcations  may  be,  that  it  is  legally 
impossible  to  refuse  anyone  a  hcence.  Surely,  how- 
ever, this  must  be  a  mistaken  idea,  for  the  Crown 
would  hardly  be  hkely  to  part  with  the  right  to 
protect  its  own  property.  It  would  be  highly  bene-  ^ 
ficial  to  all  Crown  salmon  fisheries  if  the  number 
of  hcences  issued  to  the  pubhc  was  hmited.  The 
hmit  might  be  fixed  at  a  few  over  the  highest  number 
recorded.  The  pubhc  could  not  then  complain  that 
thejr  had  been  deprived  of  anything  they  ever  had. 
If  this  were  done,  river  owners  could  take  heart 
again.  As  matters  are  at  present,  they  know  too 
well  that  if  they  spend  money  in  successfuUy  in- 
creasing the  stock  of  fish  that  it  only  means  an 
immediate  increase  in  the  number  of  nets,  and  thus 
they  are  reduced  to  apathy  and  cease  to  take  any 
interest  in  their  rivers. 

Between  Lough  Leane  and  the  tideway  the  greater 
part  of  the  anghng  is  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Ardilaun, 
the  Laune  Angling  Association  Company,  and  Messrs. 
Power  &  Dodd.  Tickets  can  be  purchased  in  Kil- 
larney or  Ivillorglin  for  the  two  last-named  sections. 
They  are  issued  by  Mr.  S.  ScaUy,  Estate  Office, 


I 


August  15,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


101 


Killamey,  at  £10  for  the  whole  season  ;  £5  for  three 
months ;  £3  per  month ;  £1  per  week ;  and  5s. 
daily,  but  daily  ones  are  not  issued  for  Sunday  or 
Monday,  which  are  the  two  best  anghng  days  of 
'  each  week,  following  as  they  do  immediately  on  the 
weekly  close  time.  Lures  are  Umited  to  fly  or 
worm,  but  this  last  deUcacy  may  not  be  used  before 
midday.  Gilhes  are  not  allowed  to  fish.  The 
Association  water  is  about  four  miles  in  length,  on 
both  banks,  with  thirteen  good  pools,  and  hes  some 
six  miles  from  KiUamey.  Wading  stockings  are 
necessary  and  a  rod  of  16ft.  to  18ft.  will  cover  the 
water,  and  in  summer  the  shorter  length  will  always 
suffice.  There  are  clean-run  fish  from  the  opening 
day,  but  the  best  of  the  spring  angling  is  from  the 
middle  of  March  to  middle  of  May.  Peal  begin  to 
run  in  June,  though  the  great  run  is  in  July  and 
August,  and  these  two  months,  with  September,  are 
the  best  sea-trout  times.  For  these  very  small  flies 
with  blue  and  orange  bodies  are  the  favourites. 
Salmon  average  about  121b.,  grilse  5lb.,  and  two  or 
three  fish  a  day  is  now  considered  very  good,  and 
even  three  in  a  week  is  not  to  be  despised,  though 
in  the  sixties  from  fifteen  to  six  fish  a  day  was 
not  imcommon. 

{To  be  continued.) 


CONCEKNING  CADDIS. 


A  GREAT  many  fishermen  angle  in  rivers  at  the 
commencement  of  the  season,  and  for  weeks  after- 
wards use  baits  that  fish  would  no  more  think  of 
eating  than  a  crab-apple,  and  catch  but  a  few 
scripers.  Many  of  these  anglers  could  have  had 
much  better  sport  if  they  had  used  the  bait  often 
to  be  seen  crawling  slowly  and  restlessly  about,  or 
sheltering  under  the  stones  at  the  bottom  of  the 
river  in  considerable  numbers,  in  the  shape  of 
caddis.  I  have  known  some  of  these  anglers  to  be 
without  bait  of  any  kind  whatever.  One  would 
think  that  they  expected  it  would  drop  from  the 
clouds.  Here  was  the  very  bait  they  could  have 
used  under  their  noses,  but  it  never  struck  them  to 
give  it  a  trial.  Hoping  to  obtain  or  beg  bait  of 
some  sort,  at  considerable  trouble  and  expense  they 
partly  rode  and  walked  to  the  river,  ditto  back, 
sometimes  to  find  that  an  angler  had  taken  some 
very  good  fish  with  the  bait  they  might  have  pro- 
cured with  very  little  trouble ;  they  did  not,  or 
would  not,  take  the  trouble,  and  consequently  met 
with  the  disappointment  they  richly  deserved. 
Even  when  I  have  had  three  or  four  different  baits 
I  have  found  it  pay  to  offer  the  fish  a  nice  fat  yellow 
caddis.  Another  advantage  in  using  this  bait  is  that 
it  often  accounts  for  larger  fish  than  gentles.  I  recol- 
lect one  year  in  August  I  caught  some  fine  grayhng, 
trout,  roach,  and  dace  with  caddis  that  I  found  in 
the  Wiltshire  Avon  close  to  where  I  was  fishing.  It 
was  nearer  September  than  July,  yet  the  caddis 
were  there,  and  plenty  of  them.  This  reminds  me 
an  old  Lea  angler  once  told  me  that  he  never  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  caddis  in  the  Lea  after  the  end  of 
June.  The  reason  might  be  because  the  caddis 
often  to  be  found  in  some  rivers  in  July  might  not 
frequent  the  Lea,  or  the  temperature  might  be  con- 
siderably higher  than  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  the 
Trent,  or  even  the  Wiltshire  Avon,  and  this  might 
account  for  it.  Anyway,  in  a  long,  excellently  iOus- 
trated  article  on  this  interesting  subject  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  Dec.  22,  1900,  it  says  :  "  Some 
hatch  out  in  April,  a  great  number  in  May,  June, 
and  July,  some  only  hatch  out  in  the  autunm." 
The  latter  caddis,  I  should  imagine,  were  the  same 
sort  as  those  I  found  in  the  Avon.  I  think  this 
proves  that  it  is  all  rubbish  to  say  that  they  cannot  be 
found  in  some  rivers  after  June.  Whether  they  can 
be  found  in  June.  July,  August,  or  even  September, 
by  all  means  give  them  a  trial,  for  fish  may  take 
them  when  they  will  not  look  at  other  baits,  or  even 
the  fly,  especially  on  dull,  wet,  cold  days.  There  is 
no  rule  without  an  exception. 

Harking  back  to  the  fish  taken  in  the  Wiltshire 
Avon,  it  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  knoviTi  a  gentle- 
man give  an  angler  leave  to  fish,  saying,  "  There  is 
t.18  pool ;  catch  anytliing  you  hke,  Mr.  Fisherman  "  : 
and  afterwards  discovering  that  there  were  larger 
fish  in  his  pool  than  he  di-eamt  of,  coolly  stopping 
him  from  fishing  there  again. 

I  have  seen  it  stated,  "  There  are  caddis  and 
caddis."  The  article  referred  to  above  says  on  this 
subject :  "  There  are  more  than  100  kinds  in  this 
country,  and  over  400  known  in  Eiurope,"  so  the 
angler  can  take  his  choice.  No  wonder  they  hatch 
out  at  different  periods^    I  mention  this  because  I 


have  frequently  found  one  specially  fine,  fat,  plump 
fellow  (and  minus  the  head  with  its  six  feet  would 
look  like  a  very  large  yellow  bullock's  Uver  gentle 
in  the  water)  is  a  bait  par  excellence  for  roach,  dace, 
chub,  bream,  barbel,  etc.  Anglers  bait  their  hooks 
in  various  ways  with  these  creatures,  some  insert- 
ing the  point  of  the  hook  at  the  tail  and  threading 
it  to  the  head,  and  some  the  opposite  to  this,  com- 
mencing under  the  head  and  ending  at  the  tail,  and 
if  the  fish  prefer  taking  the  tail  portion  to  the  head, 
nothing  could  be  better.  I  have  caught  them  both 
ways.  Some  of  the  smaller  caddis  are  so  soft  and 
delicate  that  if  the  point  of  the  hook  be  at  all  dull 
or  thick  in  the  shank  (as  I  have  seen  them)  it  is 
impossible  to  bait  it  without  bursting  the  insect 
and  spoiUng  the  bait.  A  properly  scoured  Uver 
gentle  would  Stand  far  more  wear  and  tear.  The 
hook  should  be  sharp  and  as  fine  in  the  wire  as 
possible,  consistently  with  strength,  and  the  size 
suited  to  that  of  the  caddis.  This  is  very 
necessary.  I  have  seen  anglers  insert  a  hook  too 
large  for  this  work  in  the  back  of  the  caddis  close  to 
the  abdomen,  with  the  result  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  it  was  exposed  to  view  (similar  to  a  butcher's 
hook  stuck  into  a  mutton  chop),  and  portly,  and 
therefore  suspicious — roach,  chub,  bream,  and 
barbel  no  doubt  wondered  what  was  the  matter. 
The  hook  should  be  hidden  even  if  two  insects  are 
used.  Some  anglers  always  use  two  of  the  largest 
for  both  chub  and  barbel. 

The  chief  danger  of  using  hooks  fine  in  the  wire 
is  that  they  are  hable  to  break  when  both  striking 
and  playing  heavy  fish.  For  this  reason  they 
should  be  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  I  have 
known  an  Arun  angler  break  as  many  as  four  or  five 
Crystal  hooks  with  bream  in  a  day's  fishing.  The 
gut  stood  the  strain  all  right,  but  the  hooks  snapped 
like  carrots,  and  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that 
they  were  a  badly  tempered  lot. 

Again,  to  see  anglers  fishing  with  nearly  aU  the 
shank  of  the  hook  exposed,  and  nothing  but  an  un- 
sightly head,  or  perhaps  two,  on  the  bend  of  the 
hook  (the  insides  of  the  insect  or  insects  having  been 
emptied  long  ago),  similar  to  the  heads  of  male- 
factors on  pikes  I  have  seen  in  pictures  of  old 
London  Bridge,  is  not  conducive  to  sport.  Caddis 
can  be  kept  in  a  damp  linen  cloth,  damp  moss,  or 
weed  from  the  river,  but  they  soon  go  off  colour.  I 
prefer  the  latter.  I  have  noticed  that  the  moment 
one  begins  to  tear  open  the  case  or  cover  at  the 
broad  or  head  portion  the  insect  instinctively 
shrinks  into  the  case,  the  head  being  just  visible 
through  the  small  aperture.  My  experience  is  that 
some  of  these  cases  are  more  difficult  to  tear  open 
when  sodden  than  when  they  have  been  allowed  to 
get  well  dried  in  the  sun,  in  any  convenient  shallow 
vessel — I  mean  while  fishing.  Allowing  them  to 
get  perfectly  dry  seems  to  have  a  weakening  effect 
on  the  case.  If  one  imagines  that  this  will  kiU  the 
caddis,  it  wiU  not.  It  is  most  difficult  to  break 
open  the  cases  and  get  hold  of  the  heads  of 
some  of  the  smaller  species  and  draw  them  out. 
If  one  has  fifty  or  100  in  a  tin  or  can  without 
any  damp  weed,  moss,  or  other  soft  material, 
after  the  sun  has  been  shining  upon  them 
and  they  are  quite  dry,  a  goodly  number  may 
be  seen  crawling  about  with  their  heads  protruding, 
and  if  taken  up  carefully  and  lightly  with  the 
thumb  and  finger  of  the  left  hand,  they  do  not 
shrink  into  the  case  Hke  they  do  when  one  tries  to 
pull  them  out  when  they  are  sodden.  The  head 
can  be  securely  grasped  with  the  right  hand  at  one 
go,  and  the  insect  puUed  out  with  Uttle  trouble  and 
less  suffering.  This  alone  should  have  some  in- 
fluence with  all  those  who  endeavour  to  be  as 
merciful  as  possible  in  following  the  pastime  we  all 
so  dearly  love.  Old  Angler. 
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{Continued  from  page  89.) 
CHAPTER  IV. 
Playing   a  Fish  ;   Caution  ;   The  "  Coup  de 
GeIce";  The  Angler's  Luncheon. 

Under  ordinary  conditions,  directly  he  is  hooked 
the  average-sized  trout  will  make  a  violent  dash 
either  up  or  down  stream.  If  before  doing  so  the 
fish  should  sink  somewhat  deeper  in  the  water,  he 
is  sure  to  be  an  extra  large  trout,  and  wiU  make  a 
terrific  rush.  Whatever  his  size,  the  rod-top  should 
be  at  once  raised  to  an  angle  of  about  forty-five,  and 
kept  well  up,  the  fisherman  being  ready  to  reel  in 


like  lightning  if  the  fish  charges^'Btraight  towards 
him  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  let  the  line  run  as 
freely  as  the  reel  will  give  it  off  should  the  rush  be 
made  up  stream. 

Caution  6j 

The  check  on  the  reel  will  put  as  muth  pull  as  is 
safe  on  a  fish  which  is  racing  away  from  the  rod, 
and  the  angler  who  insists  on  increasing  that  amount 
of  strain  during  the  trout's  first  dash  is  almost  sure 
to  tear  the  hook  from  its  hold,  especially  if  it  is  a 
small  fly. 

Caution  7; 

Should  the  angler  for  trout,  or  salmon,  fail  to 
drop  the  point  of  his  rod  the  moment  the  fish 
throws  himself  out  of  the  water,  the  gut  is  liable  to 
be  broken  or  the  hold  torn  through  by  the  sudden 
jerk  as  the  line  tightens  again,  or  by  the  fish  striking 
it  as  he  re-enters  the  water  ;  but  the  moment  he  is 
back  in  the  stream  the  fisherman  must  resume  the 
tight  Une,  or  the  fish  will  get  off.  The  new  chum 
had  better  be  rather  too  gentle  than  too  rough  in 
playing  his  first  few  trout,  and  keep  out  of  sight  as 
much  as  possible,  and  at  all  times  as  nearly  level 
with  the  fish  as  he  can,  except  on  coming  to  a  weedy 
part,  when  he  should  get  a  Uttle  lower  down  stream 
than  the  fish,  and  keeping  below  him,  and  putting  on 
rather  more  strain,  puU  him  down  through  the 
weeds  and  a  Uttle  beyond  them,  guiding  the  fish  all 
he  is  able  into  the  most  open  parts  of  the  water. 
Directly  the  fish  is  landed,  if  fully  up  to  size  and  in 
good  condition,  he  should  be  held  in  both  hands 
round  the  middle,  back  downwards,  and  the  base  of 
his  nose  just  in  front  of  the  eyes  given  three  smart 
taps  on  the  upturned  toe  of  the  brogue — the  first 
to  settle  his  troubles,  the  second  to  make  sure  there 
is  no  Ungering  revival,  and  the  third  for  luck.  If  the 
fish  is  struck  on  the  back  of  the  head — that  is, 
beliind  the  eyes — it  wUl  bleed  at  the  gills,  and  thus 
mess  the  creel  too. 

Luncheon. 

The  fisherman's  luncheon  should  weigh  Uttle,  only 
occupy  a  small  space,  yet  be  reaUy  sustaining,  and 
packed  so  as  to  be  easily  opened  by  himself,  but 
safe  from  all  crawlers,  insects,  and  wet.  I  object 
to  tinned  food  as  a  rule,  but  Shipham's  game  pie  or 
turkey  and  tongue,  in  china  pots,  and  also  in  tins 
which  carry  their  own  openers  with  directions  how 
to  use  them,  are  sold  in  aU  sizes,  are  really  whole- 
some, and  "  very  pretty  eating."  The  smallest 
size,  price  sixpence-halfpenny,  is  enough  for  one 
person,  and  a  few  water  biscuits,  with  perhaps  a 
little  cheese  cut  in  thin  sUces,  make  an  exceUent 
luncheon.  For  a  change  there  are  of  course  sand- 
wiches of  aU  sorts,  and  when  obtainable  a  bunch  of 
fresh  watercress  is  a  nice  addition,  and  an  antidote 
to  nicotine,  while  if  a  stick  or  two  of  good  chocolate 
can  be  included,  our  angler  has  a  "  fuU  spread.'' 
The  above  wiU  easily  pack  in  the  tin  box  in  the 
creel,  and  only  require  the  addition  of  a  flask  of  cold 
tea,  followed  by  a  smoke,  to  start  him  again  Uke  a 
giant  refreshed. 


CHAPTER  V, 

Casting  among  Weeds  ;  "  A  Little  Bit  of 
Scholarship  "  ;  Likely  Places  for  Big  Fish. 
I  have  now  arrived  at  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing and  scientific  ways  of  handUng  the  dry-fly  rod. 
On  many  rivers  the  reader  wffl  find  stretches  of 
water  here  and  there  where  for  one  reason  or 
another  the  weeds  and  long  round  rushes  have 
been  permitted  to  grow  so  thick  that  the  novice 
would  never  dream  of  venturing  to  put  a  fly  out 
among  them.  Many  a  man  on  arriving  at  such  a 
place  throws  his  rod  over  his  arm  and  hurries  on  to 
reach  what  he  calls  "  better  water  "  ;  not  so  the 
owner  of  this  Uttle  book,  however,  for  he  knows  how 
to  throw  his  fly  with  perfect  safety  and  ease  into  any 
part  of  such  a  place.  Also  he  is  aware  that  the  fish 
in  these  weedy  reaches  wiU  rise  with  far  more  con- 
fidence than  those  elsewhere,  because  they  are 
hardly  ever  fished  for.  Besides,  in  such  places 
there  is  more  natural  fly  to  rise  at,  and  lots  of  cover 
handy  in  every  direction  should  any  be  required. 
All  this  is  much  in  favour  of  our  angler,  who  is  now 
asked  to  put  on  an  extra  stout  cast  and  come  to 
just  such  a  weedy  part  of  the  river.  I  want  him 
to  throw  the  fly  and  gut  cast  a  dozen  times  in  suc- 
cession, without  getting  "  hung  up,"  into  the  middle 
of  the  patch  of  long  round  rushes  which  are  visible 
sticking  up  some  two  or  three  feet  above  the  surface 
of  the  water,  near  the  centre  of  the  stream. 

Impossible,  eh  ?  Not  at  alL  If  he  does  as  now 
directed  he  will  find  the  throw  both  safe  and  easy, 
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Gome,  sir  ;  tiy  it  yourself.  *  First  make  the  throw  : 
yes,  that  is  right ;  the  fly  and  most  of  the  gut  have 
fallen  into  the  weed  patch.  On  no  account  make 
any  motion  approaching  a  twitch  or  strike  of  the 
rod-tip,  or  you  are  instantly  "  hung  up,"  but  bring 
the  rod-top  slowly  and  gently  down  stream  with  the 
fly  at  the  same  pace  as  it  is  traveUing.  Just  notice 
how  the  fly  then  runs  round,  and  in  and  out,  and 
even  over  all  the  impedimenta  on  and  above  the 
surface  of  the  water,  just  like  a  Uving  thing.  The 
mere  fact  of  the  shght  weight  of  the  gut  cast  being 
helped  by  the  puU  of  the  current  causes  the  majority 
of  the  taller  rushes  to  bend  down  suf&ciently  to  let 
the  cast  and  fly  shp  along  over  them.  Isn't  that 
an  eye-opener,  and  something  Uke  fishing  ?  Ah  ! 
that  tall,  stiff  rush  has  stopped  it,  and  the  Uttle 
pull  you  at  once  gave,  by  wi'ongly  lifting  the  rod- 
top  to  tiy  to  clear  it,  has,  you  see,  instantly  stuck 
your  fly  into  the  rush.  Now,  do  not  puU  again 
on  the  rush,  or  it  will  double  sharp  down  and  pin 
the  fly. 

Always  notice  what  kind  of  weed  you  have  to 
deal  with.  If  fast  in  a  long  green  round  rush,  as  in 
the  present  mstance,  you  cannot  release  the  fly,  but 
if  you  walk  a  little  way  down  the  stream,  letting  out 
line  off  the  reel  until  you  are  far  enough  below  the 
rush  to  obtain  a  pull  with,  instead  of  across,  the 
current,  your  hook  will  then  split  the  rush  i-ight 
down  to  the  tip  and  come  out  clear.  Never  pull  at 
weeds  of  this  sort  except  from  below  them.  What 
you  ought  to  have  done  in  the  first  instance,  when 
the  rush  originally  stopped  the  fly,  was  to  have 
waited  to  see  what  the  jDull  of  the  current  would 
have  done  to  free  it,  and  if  that  was  not  quite  suffi- 
cient, you  should  have  given  the  necessary  help  by 
slowly  and  gently  drawing  the  reel  line  down  a  httle 
way  through  the  rod  rings  with  your  disengaged 
hand,  keeping  the  rod- top  perfectly  still  and  pointed 
straight  at  the  fly,  which  in  this  way  can  be  fished 
by  the  hand  in  and  out  of  aU  sorts  of  weedy  places, 
and  safely  fetched  away  after  working  the  water  by 
a  smart  hft  of  the  rod  given  when  the  fly  comes  to 
a  clear  space.  Bushes  (except  brambles)  and 
boughs  overhanging  the  water  you  can  with  prac- 
tice throw  into  dehberately  time  after  time,  and 
walk  the  fly  over  the  leaves  and  twigs  with  perfect 
impunity,  so  long  as  you  only  draw  in  the  fine 
through  the  rings  with  your  hand  as  already 
directed,  and  resist  the  temptation  to  move  the  fly 
by  raising  the  rod-tip.  Many  a  fish  can  thus  be 
caught,  as  the  fly  which  is  dropped  off  a  bough  or 
any  overhanging  foliage  falls  as  softly  as  a  natural 
one,  and  good  fish  often  he  in  just  such  spots.  Now 
try  the  throw  again.  Well  done !  You  have 
brought  your  fly  right  through  the  whole  batch  of 
rushes,  though  nothing  took  it ;  but  look  up  stream 
ten  yards,  in  the  centre  of  the  next  clump,  rather 
over  on  the  farther  side,  just  against  that  tall, 
trembUng  rush.  Ah  !  there  he  is,  up  again.  See 
how  boldly  he  took  that  big  Jock's  fancy  ;  now  let 
him  try  yours  ;  but  remember  if  he  does  that  it  is 
just  in  these  very  weedy  plaoes  you  may  hit  a  fish 
hard,  and  hold  him  up  harder.  Never  from  the 
moment  you  first  stick  the  fly  into  him  let  his  head 
go  down  below  the  surface.  He  will  instantly  be 
wallowing  and  splashing  furiously  on  the  top,  and 
directly  (owing  to  your  holding  his  head  up  and  his 
kicking)  you  once  get  him  turned  upon  his  side  you 
seize  the  line  just  below  the  lowest  ring  with  your 
disengaged  hand,  and  haul  it  in  and  down  through 
the  first  finger  and  thumb  of  the  rod  hand  for  all 
you  are  worth,  thus  drawing  the  kicking  fish  shther- 
ing  along  the  surface  with  a  run  into  your  landing- 
net. 

This  reads,  I  know,  very  hke  a  "  fish  "  story,  but 
it  is  a  fact,  as  many  an  old  piscator  knows  well.  It 
only  wants  coolness  and  good  judgment,  and  when 
you  have  selected  the  spot  to  throw  from,  put  your 
landing-net  ready  on  the  bank  to  meet  the  fish 
before  casting  the  fly.  Remember  that  wherever 
you  see  a  deep  hole  or  a  floating  collection  of  weed 
hung  up  motionless  upon  the  siirface  there  is  prob- 
ably at  least  one  good  fish  resting  snugly  below. 
Especially  is  this  the  case  near  any  hatch-hole  or 
bridge  or  weed  rack.  It  often  pays  to  watch  such 
spots  for  a  few  minutes  on  the  chance  of  seeing  a 
rise,  and  it  is  in  such  places  some  of  the  largest  trout 
may  be  noticed  steadily  feeding,  but  so  quietly  and 
gently  that  it  requires  a  sharp  look-out  to  spot  the 
shght  break  on  the  surface  made  by  the  rise,  espe- 
ciaUy  in  fast  water  close  alongside  woodwork  or 
trailing  weed.  Here  I  mentally  tie  a  fresh  fly  on 
my  reader's  cast,  and  leave  the  rest  of  the  job  to 
him. 

{To  be  continued.) 


A  NEW  "KODAK." 

The  two  accompanying  photographs  are  typical 
views  of  the  Clolne  at  Rickmansworth,  and  are 
charming  examples  of  the  work  done  by  the  new 
camera  of  the  Kodak  Company,  which  gives  an 
entirely  novel  shape  to  the  Kodak  user.  The 
popular  sizes  for  a  hand  camera  have  hitherto  been 
|-  plate  (4Jin.  x  3 Jin.)  and  5in.  x  4in.,  but  these 
shapes  many  photographers  have  considered  much 


hearty  support,  and  that  at  any  rate  where 
support  cannot  be  given  that  a  reply  giving  the 
reason  may  be  sent.  It  might  be  a  good  thing  if 
the  society  were  to  send  to  the  papers  a  brief 
and  thoroughly  authenticated  record  of  the  sport 
obtained  in  the  waters  it  protects.  At  present  we 
know  that  a  great  many  anglers  have  an  idea  that 
the  Thames  below  Staines  is  not  worth  fishing, 
the  takes  consisting  chiefly  of  dozens  of  small 
fry,  which  are  counted  and  put  back.    The  society 


ISy  permission  of  Kodak,  Ltd. 


The  Colne  at  Rickmansworth. 


too  square,  and  have  wished  for  a  rather  longer 
shape.  This  the  new  "  3  A.  Folding  Pocket  Kodak  " 
supplies.  Like  the  rest  of  the  Kodak  cameras,  it 
is  a  model  of  ingenuity  and  perfect  workmanship; 

The  quality  of  the  photographs  themselves  does 
not  leave  much  to  be  desired,  and  it  is  a  quality 
obtained  by  the  use  of  the  Kodak  N.  G.  (non- 
curUng)  Film,  which  is  orthochromatic,  or  colour 
sensitive. 

This  orthochromatism  is  invaluable  in  landscape 


would  do  well  to  prove  that  this  idea  is  quite 
erroneous. 

THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sib, — We  are  desired  by  the  executive  to 
forward  a  copy  of  the  society's  last  annual  report, 
and  to  appeal  to  you  for  assistance  in  the  important 
and  continuous  work  of  preserving  and  restocking 
the  twenty- one  miles  of  "  free  fishery  "  on  the  river 
Thames,  and  of  which  this  society  has  so  long  had 


II  of  Kodok,  Ltd. 


Selecting  a  Swim. 


work,  particularly  in  combinations  of  river  and 
foliage,  and  even  the  lay  member  of  the  angling 
fraternity  will  see  the  difference  in  the  variations 
of  green  which  these  pictures  exhibit. 


SPECIAL   APPEAL   BY  THE  THAMES 
ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  special  appeal  which 
has  been  sent  out  recently  by  the  executive  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  to  the  London 
angling  clubs.    We  hope  that  it  may  meet  with 


the  charge.  The  members  of  the  executive  and 
their  friends  (mostly  practical  anglers)  annually 
subscribe  over  a  third  of  the  society's  income, 
although  many  of  them  seldom  fish  the  water  ;  they 
simply  desire  to  maintain  and  increase  the  present 
reputation  of  the  above  stretch  of  the  Thames  as 
the  finest  open  fishery  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 

The  society  employs  three  paid  keepers,  has 
many  voluntary  workers,  and  also  assistance  when 
needed.  All  its  secretarial  and  office  work  is 
voluntarily  rendered,  and  the  whole  of  its  funds  are 
expended  in  watching  and  restocking  the  river 
between  Isleworth  and  Staines.  We,  therefore, 
confidently  ask  your  society  to  give  it  their  direct 
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support  by  a  regular  annual  subscription  or 
donation,  as  well  as  by  the  use  of  collecting  boxes 
for  the  club  room,  which  will  be  gladly  supplied  on 
application.  It  must  be  strongly  borne  in  mind 
that  good  watching  and  strict  preservation  are  of 
far  more  importance,  and  much  less  costly,  than 
any  heavy  restocking,  which  would  entail  a  very 
costly  charge.  Even  when  stock  fish  are  not 
actually  purchased,  as  in  the  case  of  upwards  of 
eleven  tons  netted  in  reservoirs  and  other  places 
by  the  society,  and  turned  into  the  fiiahery  during 
the  past  six  years,  the  expenses  attending  and 
incidental  to  such  nettings  are  large. 

The  society  since  1838  has  done  its  best  to  meet 
the  wants  of  Thames  anglers  in  the  district  it  pro- 
tects, and  has  thereby  afforded  sport  to  generations 
of  Waltonians  of  all  classes.  No  water  is  more 
accessible  to  the  angler,  and  none  which  offers  him 
a  better  chance  of  sport.  For  the  sole  purpose  of 
enabling  the  good  work  to  be  continued  and  ex- 
tended the  executive  appeal  to  your  society  for 
necessary  help. 

We  hope  to  receive  an  encouraging  promise  of 
assistance,  and  trust  this  application  will  receive 
favourable  attention  at  an  early  meeting  of  your 
society.    We  beg  to  remain,  yours  truly. 

H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  J.P.,  President. 

Feank  Holme-Stjmmee,  C.C.,  Chairman. 

H.  Whitmobe  Higgins, 

Hon.  Sec.  and  Hon  Treas. 
12,  Eegent-street,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 
August  1,  1903. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebai  Remabks. — The  river  is 
getting  brighter,  but  there  is  still  a  good  stream. 
Roach  have  been  feeding  well  in  many  parts,  but 
not  in  the  tidal  water.  At  Teddington  Weir,  on 
Monday,  an  angler  in  a  private  punt  had  three  pike 
up  to  91b.,  and  one  of  the  clients  of  Stroud  had 
a  pike  of  91b.  at  the  weir.  Barbel  fishing  at 
Teddington  is  "off,"  it  being  so  far  the  poorest 
season  on  record  for  these  fish.  Some  good  roach 
ought  now  to  be  had  at  most  of  the  weirs  by  fishing 
with  weed.  Mr.  C.  H.  C.  Lowe,  of  the  K.P.S.,  who 
has  just  returned  from  a  fishing  expedition  in 
Norfolk,  informs  me  that  out  on  the  Waveney  with 
Finch,  the  professional,  the  latter  caught  a  roach 
of  2Jlb. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — Owiug  to  the  heavy  rain  of  the 

last  few  days  there  ia  some  colour  in  the  water  to-day 
(Wednesday),  which  is  in  splendid  condition  for 
roach  fishing ;  these  fish  are  biting  freely,  and  some 
heavy  bags  have  been  taken,  one  fish  weighing  21b. 
Chub  up  to  41b.  have  been  caught  with  cheese  paste ; 
perch  up  to  lib.  4oz.,  barbel  up  to  81b.,  and  a 
tench  of  about  21b. ;  four  small  trout  have  recently 
been  caught  on  ledger  tackle  here  and  at  Hamble- 
don.  Gudgeon  do  not  come  to  the  rake,  and  very 
few  of  these  have  been  caught ;  this  is  a  splendid 
season  from  the  anglers'  point  of  view,  but  boat 
proprietors  and  others  do  not  think  much  of  it. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

 (Bichittond). — Mr.  J.  Brain,  jun.,  out  with 

Mr.  J.  Monflet,  fourteen  dozen  roach  and  dace,  all 
returned  ;  fishing  with  another  patron,  amongst  the 
take  was  a  carp  of  41b.  It  is  reported  that  a  good 
sized  salmon  has  been  caught  in  the  tideway  ;  it  is 
more  likely  a  Thames  trout,  as  several  have  been 
seen  in  the  tideway  this  last  two  or  three  seasons. — 
Gaynob  &  Son. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeacli). — The  weather 
has  again  been  of  a  variable  character  ;  the  river 
was  getting  rather  dirty,  and  fresh  grown  weeds 
springing  up,  but  with  Saturday  and  Tuesday's 
heavy  rains  the  Cam  has  had  a  fresher,  and  at  time 
of  writing  the  river  is  in  good  order,  also  the  water 
a  good  colour.  A  great  quantity  of  anglers  seen 
out.  Takes  of  roach  and  mixed  fish  have  varied 
from  41b  to  121b.  a  rod,  bank  fishing,  which  is 
clean.  A  great  number  of  silver  bream  is  still  being 
creeled  up  to  Iflb.  each.  There  has  been  a  nice 
lot  of  perch  had  up  to  lib.  each.  Eels  have  been 
very  troublesome  to  the  roacher.  Prospects  all 
round  good. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Bart  (Totnes  and  District).— Very  heavy  rain 
was  experienced  again  on  Tuesday,  but  Wednesday 
was  an  ideal  day  for  anglers.  The  water  is  in  fair 
condition.  A  good  lot  of  fresh  water  came  down 
last  week  and  kept  the  water  up.  In  consequence 
of  this  peal  have  taken  to  the  higher  waters,  and 
are  not  now  quite  so  plentiful  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  river.  On  Thursday  (Aug.  6),  Mr.  W.  J. 
Tollit  creeled  four  peal  and  several  trout,  and  Mr. 
J.  Edmunds  also  had  three  peal  and  some  trout. 


On  Monday  (Aug.  10),  Mr.  Tollit  had  two  peal  and 
three  brace  of  trout,  all  in  splendid  condition.  Mr. 
J.  Edmunds  had  a  fine  basket  of  ten  peal  the 
same  evening,  besides  a  good  number  of  trout.  On 
Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Ackrell  secured  four  peal, 
and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings  Mr.  E. 
Distin  creeled  fair  baskets.  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green 
has  also  had  fair  sport.  The  best  flies  for  trout  are 
the  Black  Spider  and  Cow  Hair  Dun,  and  for  peal 
the  silver  body  Grey  Drake  and  Alexandra. — 
Devonian. 

Bsk  (Whitby). — This  river  is  now  running  down 
somewhat,  and  sport  is  in  consequence  of  Ja 
moderate  nature,  several  anglers  having  barren 
results,  whilst  others  have  meagre  takes.  Sea 
angling  improves  in  the  provision  of  sport,  and 
anglers  operating  in  the  offing  are  having  capital 
takes.  Haddock,  gurnet,  whiting,  etc.,  are  fairly 
plentiful  from  the  piers,  one  or  two  nice  sized  fish 
having  been  secured. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter), — But  little  doing  in 
the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  except  by  the  net 
fishermen.  In  the  evenings  some  of  the  latter  fish 
are  taken  with  flies  and  upstream  worming.  Perch 
and  roach  have  been  caught  in  the  river  at  Cowley, 
near  St.  David's  Station,  and  by  the  bathing  ground, 
also  some  eels.  In  the  canal  some  perch,  roach, 
and  a  few  fine  eels  have  been  taken.  Weather  very 
unsettled.  There  is  good  fishing  to  be  had  on  the 
Teign  Valley  line  lately  opened,  and  the  train 
service  has  just  been  improved. — Red  Paimeb. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
Angling  is  not  quite  so  good  in  the  Fen  District  as 
it  ought  to  be  at  this  time  of  the  year.  This  mainly 
arises  from  the  state  of  the  water.  In  many 
districts  it  is  low  and  clear,  and  only  bream  appear 
to  take  advantage  of  the  sunshine.  A  good  many 
parties  have  been  on  different  parts  of  the  Forty- 
foot,  and  where  they  have  come  across  a  shoal  of 
bream  they  appear  to  have  done  very  well.  In  the 
Swineshead  district  they  have  taken  fish  up  to 
nearly  51b.  of  the  bream  species,  and  a  few  roach 
and  rudd  of  smaller  weights,  under  lib.  for  instance. 
Between  there  and  Bourne  anglers  have  done  pretty 
well  where  the  weeds  are  cleared.  One  party  are 
said  to  have  got  over  fifty  fish  of  various  kinds  from 
a  baited  swim.  In  the  drains  about  Wisbech  anglers 
are  said  to  have  had  better  luck  among  the  roach  ; 
about  Outwell,  for  instance,  there  were  some  very 
decent  takes  recorded  last  week. — Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester). — There  is  not  much  to 
report  in  the  way  of  sport ;  indeed,  the  last  three 
weeks  have  been  the  worst  I  ever  experienced,  due, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  thundery  weather.  Small 
and  sparse  rises  of  duns  during  the  day,  with  more 
or  less  Spiimers  in  the  evening.  On  Aug.  8,  with 
variable  light  south  and  west  winds,  we  had  a  few 
duns,  chiefly  the  Pale  Watery  Dun,  which  fish  did 
not  take  kindly.  In  the  evening  a  few  Spinners  fell, 
but  not  in  sufficient  numbers  to  create  a  rise.  A 
considerable  number  of  Sedge  were  to  be  seen  at  dusk. 
Aug.  9. — S.W.  winds;  no  rise  of  fly  during  the  day 
and  consequently  no  fish.  The  wind  dropped  with 
the  sun,  and  there  was  a  good  rise  of  fish  to  Spinners, 
chiefly  the  Sherry  Spinner  and  the  male  Olive 
Spinner,  the  imitation  of  which  the  fish  took  well. 
On  two  or  three  evenings  of  the  past  week  we  had, 
just  at  dusk,  a  good  rise  of  Blue  Winged  Olive.  Tt 
seems  this  fly  rises  just  at  dusk,  and  very  often 
after  the  fisherman  has  left  for  home.  We  very 
seldom  see  any  pronounced  rise  in  the  daytime  of 
the  B.  W.  O.,  and  unless  it  rises  at  this  time  (or  in 
the  night)  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  amount 
of  its  Spinner  during  August.  It  may,  of  course,  rise 
in  the  night,  but  it  often  happens  that  a  brilliant 
rise,  lasting  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  brings  fish 
up  in  all  parts  of  the  river,  and  then  Peter  out,  and 
within  half-an-hour  the  river  has  become  absolutely 
quiet  and  the  rise  has  died  out.  Aug.  10. — Wind 
S.W.,  at  times  strong;  heavy  thunder;  rain.  At 
midday  no  rise  and  no  sport.  The  strong  wind 
died  down  with  the  sun,  and  Spinners  began  to 
show,  and  about  6,30,  drawing  towards  the  river  at 
sunset,  they  began  to  fall,  and  fish  rose  chiefly  to 
male  and  female  Spinners  of  Blue  Winged  Olive. — 
Pale  Watery  Dun. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  District). — The  change- 
able weather  experienced  for  some  time  past  has 
proved  most  detrimental  to  successful  angling. 
Very  little  has  been  attempted,  and  the  few  anglers 
that  have  been  out  met  with  but  very  poor  sport. 
The  water  rapidly  cleared  after  the  heavy  rains  and 
last  week-end  it  was  too  clear.  On  Tuesday  night 
we  had  a  good  downpour,  and  the  river  should  be  in 
good  trim  for  this  week-end  sportsmen. — King- 
fisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Once  again  heavy  rains 
have  faUen  in  Hertfordshire,  with  the  result  that 
the  Lea  and  its  tributaries — the  Stort,  Beane,  Rib, 
and  Ash — have  all  undergone  another  freshening 
up  ;  they  have  risen  and  coloured,  and  are  nice  and 
streamy.  The  unsettled  weather,  however,  has  not 
been  conducive  to  good  sport,  and  has  also  caused. 


numerous  anglers  to  remain  at  home  until  more 
favourable  conditions  present  themselves.  By 
Saturday— no  more  rain  falling  between  now  (Wed- 
nesday night)  and  then— the  various  rivers  should 
be  found  in  excellent  order.  Roach  have  been 
principally  caught  this  past  week,  and  some  of  the 
fish  landed  have  been  worthy  any  angler's  creel. 
One  angler  (Mr.  Gover)  has  landed  a  201b.  basket 
of  Lea  roach.  I  hear  of  some  nice  perch  figuring  in 
the  takes  of  anglers  visiting  Broxbourne.  Barbel 
ought  to  feed  now  in  the  Lea;  they  should  be  tried 
for  in  the  weir-pools,  in  sfcreamv  eddies,  and  in 
deep  holes,  where  the  banks  afford  shelter  and 
cover.  After  the  flushing  the  Beane  and  Rib  have 
had,  anglers  ought  to  again  stand  a  very  fair  chance 
among  the  fine  trout  and  dace  they  hold.  Lateb.— 
The  rain  has  put  the  dace  on  feed.  On  Wednesday 
(Aug.  12)  Mr.  Steinhart,  at  Hertford,  took  fifteen 
dace  scaling  121b.  lOoz.,  a  remarkable  catch.— Izaak 
Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).  —  Those  anglers  who  are 
desirous  of  having  good  sport  cannot  do  better 
than  spend  a  day  or  two  here,  as  the  following 
catches  will  testify.  This  last  week  the  bream 
have  shown  up  well  again,  one  angler  landing  in 
one  day  3  stone  of  the  same,  the  next  largest  bag 
was  one  of  331b.  The  best  catches  of  roach  were 
141b.  and  Illb.  Two  tench  weighing  41b.  have  also 
been  taken  from  these  waters. — P.  W.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  capital  condition  for  fishing, 
being  clear  but  rather  low  at  present.  The  fish 
have  been  moving  fairly  well  at  the  fly,  but  sport 
on  the  whole  cannot  be  said  to  be  good ;  a  good  few 
anglers  have  beea  out,  and  have  tried  fly,  and  some 
fair  lots  of  trout  and  grayling  have  been  landed  this 
week.  The  flies  used  are  the  Red  Ant,  Red  Tag, 
Sky  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Coachman,  Moths,  July  Gnat, 
and  August  Dun.  Prospects  for  sport  are  favourable 
for  next  week.    The  Pinsley  is  in  order.— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  clear,  at  their  full  summer  level  and  in 
capital  order,  yet  fish  are  sluggish,  and  do  not  rise 
well,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  changeable  and 
uncertain  weather.  A  number  of  different  sorts  of 
flies  are  now  out,  but  amongst  the  most  likely  may 
be  named  August  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Red 
Ant,  Hare's  Ear  (tagged  or  ribbed  with  gold). 
Ginger  Moth,  Red  Spinner,  Blue  Quill,  Wickham, 
July  Gnat  and  Coachman.  Grayling  have  com- 
menced unusually  early  this  year  to  take  both  Red 
Tag  and  Green  Insect.  Favourable  weather  only  is 
required,  with  which  sport  should  at  once  improve. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— During  the  past  week 
splendid  sport  has  been  had  amongst  the  roach, 
some  of  them  weighing  lib.  8oz.  Bream  have  also 
been  well  on  the  feed,  and  some  good  baskets  have 
been  made.  Signer  Pepi,  the  quick-change  artist, 
fishing  at  Castor,  has  had  some  capital  sport, 
securing  nearly  a  score  of  fine  bream,  heaviest 
weighing  5^1b.  He  also  caught  a  nice  rudd  scaling 
21b.  All  the  bream  caught  this  week  between 
Peterborough  and  Castor  have  averaged  about 
3Jlb.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Since  last  report 
several  peal  have  been  taken  on  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  river;  one  weighing  5Jlb.  was  killed  on  fly  in 
the  water  below  Otterton  Bridge — the  house- water 
of  Bicton.  Another  of  l^lb.  was  taken  a  Uttle 
higher  up.  The  nets  at  the  mouth  have  also 
accounted  for  some,  but  chiefly  small  fish.  A  nice 
dish  of  trout  was  recently  taken,  on  riy,  in  the 
Rolle  Estate  water — seven  fish  weighing  61b.,  best 
fish  being  lib.  14oz.  This  is  probably  the  record 
take  of  the  season.  At  time  of  writing  (Aug.  12) 
the  river  is  full  and  rather  coloured,— Heron. 

Plymouth. — Some  good  baskets  have  been  taken 
on  all  the  rivers,  the  rain  having  done  a  lot  of  good 
and  enabling  the  salmon  and  peal  to  go  up  in  the 
higher  waters.  I  hear  they  are  nearly  up  to  Mary 
Tavy.  There  have  been  some  takes  of  peal  in  the 
Tavy  during  the  last  week  and  some  nice  dishes  of 
trout.  For  the  benefit  of  strangers  who  do  not 
know  the  "ropes"  of  the  Tavy,  I  may  say  that 
they  can  be  accommodated  with  tea  at  Buck  Tor, 
about  200  yards  from  the  Double  Waters,  where 
tne  Tavy  and  Walkham  meet.  I  hear  there  are  a 
nice  lot  of  peal  up  the  Dart.— W.  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — With  the  exception  of  a  few  thunder 
showers  the  weather  here  is  most  magnificent,  and 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  are  in  grand  condition  for 
all-round  angling,  and  some  very  fine  catches  have 
been  had,  but  principally  of  pike,  chub,  and  other 
coarse  fish.  The  Tanat  at  present  is  very  low,  and 
the  water  nmch  too  bright  for  the  fly.  Some  of  the 
riparian  proprietors  have,  during  the  past  week, 
taken  advantage  of  the  state  of  the  Tanat  to  net 
out  some  of  the  coarse  fish  in  the  lower  reaches,  and 
a  large  number  of  chub  and  several  pike  have 
been  captured. — Vyenwy. 
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Sussex    Rivers    and    Chicliester   Canal.  — 

Storms  have  been  prevalent  during  the  week,  yet 
rivers  as  a  rule  are  in  good  colour.  Trouting  in  the 
western  streams  has  been  unremunerative.  A  few 
fish  up  to  2Jlb.  have  been  captured  during  the 
breezy  weather,  but  otherwise  blank  days  (have 
resulted.  Local  anglers  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Ouse  have  taken  roach  up  to  lib.  loz.,  and  chub  of 
21b.  A  few  trout  up  to  lloz.  have  been  taken  by 
worming  in  the  wooded  tributaries.  From  the 
Barcombe  portion  of  the  river  there  is  nothing 
notified.  Chichester  Canal  is  yielding  small  pike 
up  to  3Jlb.,  tench  of  21b.,  perch  of  l^lh.,  and  bream 
up  to  2jlb.  Eels,  taken  principally  by  night  lines, 
have  been  captured  with  live  or  dead  bait  of  from 
21b.  to  3Jlb.— Geobgb  F.  Salter. 

TaflF  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen).— Anglers  are 
not  doing  much  at  present  owing  to  the  low  state  of 
the  water  (Aug.  11),  but  the  net  fishermen  continue 
to  make  good  takes  of  salmon  and  sewin  in  the  tidal 
waters. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).  —  A  gentleman  told  me  he 
caught  nine  peal  in  ten  days  on  the  Lyn,  Lyn- 
mouth.  Another  said  a  few  days  ago  after  the  rain 
he  filled  his  basket  near  South  Molton ;  and  on 
Aug.  11  thirty  trout,  small,  were  landed  near 
Barnstaple.  Rain  wanted  to  raise  the  waters. — 
Rtjsty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— At  time  of 
writing,  Aug.  10,  the  water  is  in  very  good  fishing 
order  and  nice  baskets  of  trout  are  being  taken. 
Several  fine  salmon  have  been  landed.  Prospects 
good. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  run- 
ning in  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  but  rather  low, 
notwithstanding  the  rain  that  has  fallen  of  late. 
Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk  this  week ;  a  good  few 
rods  have  been  out  and  the  fish  have  moved  well. 
The  trout  in  this  part  are  getting  very  scarce,  and 
anglers  complain  [that  they  cannot  get  the  dishes 
they  used  to  ;  they  can  take  plenty  of  roach,  dace, 
perch,  chub,  and  grayling,  but  few  trout.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  successful  with  worm  and  wasp 
grub,  and  trout  have  been  taken  with  them.  The 
flies  to  use  are  the  Red  Palmer,  Red  Tag,  Sky  Blue, 
Silver  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  July  Gnat,  August  Dun, 
Moths,  and  Coachman.  Minnow  fishing  has  been 
fairly  good.  At  the  end  of  last  week  some  nice  fish 
were  taken  with  fly.  On  Aug.  11,  Mr.  R.  Smith 
landed  a  fine  dish  of  trout  below  the  Castle  with 
the  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

 [Tenbury).- The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 

to  run  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  being  clear,  but  is 
getting  low.  The  weather  has  been  favourable  for 
angling,  with  a  little  rain,  which  has  not  altered  the 
river,  and  there  has  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  out. 
The  fish  have  been  moving  better  in  the  evening, 
and  have  [taken  Red  Tag,  Sky  Blue,  Hare's  Ear, 
Moths,  Coachman,  July  Dun,  and  August  Dun,  and 
some  fair  sized  trout  and  grayling  have  been  taken. 
Wasp  grub  fishing  above  the  town  has  been  success- 
ful.— Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers.— Mr.  GiU,  K.C.,  on  Saturday  last  killed  a 
fine  grilse  with  fly  on  the  South  Tyne  ;  it  is  pleasing 
to  know  there  are  a  good  deal  more  fish  up  both 
the  North  and  South  Tyne  this  year,  and  a  good 
autumn  season  may  be  expected.  The  Coquet  is  in 
grand  order  for  fly  fishing,  but  through  the  recent 
heavy  rains  the  fish  appear  t6  be  glutted  and  sport 
is  not  so  brisk  ;  a  fine  191b.  salmon  was  killed  on  the 
Warkworth  water  with  prawn.  Mr.  Stephenson, 
Newcastle,  killed  with  prawn  on  the  Acklington 
water  J  a  fine  151b.  salmon.  Some  good  baskets 
of  fish  have  been  made  on  the  Alne.  Mr. 
Meech,  of  Alnwick,  fishing  fine  trout  tackle, 
hooked  a  fine  sea-trout,  and  after  a  tough 
thirty-five  minutes'  fight  succeeded  in  landing 
him ;  it  scaled  8Jlb.  An  old  Aln  angler  told  me  he 
had  some  good  baskets  with  Teal  and  Red.  Mr. 
Davidson,  fishing  the  Breamish  last  week,  killed  a 
good  basket  of  twenty-three  decent  fish,  one  scaling 
141b.— Henby  A.  MuETON,Northern  Anglers' Resort, 
8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Welland  (Market  Deeping).— The  pike  fishing 
season  has  commenced  here,  and,  judging  by  the 
catches  of  the  past  week,  some  good  sport  has 
already  been  obtained.  Amongst  the  captures 
recorded,  Mr.  Sharpe  landed  four,  largest  about 
41b. ;  Mr.  Charity,  six,  heaviest  61b. ;  Mr.  Baydon, 
three;  Mr.  Jeffries,  two;  Mr.  Foster,  four;  Mr. 
Tomlih,  one  ;  Mr.  Senescall,  six  ;  Mr.  Fielding,  two  ; 
Mr.  Fisher,  three  ;  and  Mr.  Howitt,  two — not  at  all  a 
bad  record  for  the  opening  week. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).— Anglers  on 
the  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham  have  been  having 
a  rare  time  of  it  since  Bank  Holiday.  A  couple  of 
visitors  got  a  number  of  fine  fish,  four  of  them 
averaging  61b.  apiece,  whilst  the  best  scaled 
51b.  lOoz.  This  was  done  chiefly  from  a  boat  near 
the  sluice.  A  few  good  bream  have  been  caught 
near  Five  Mile  House — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  low,  but  have  a  tinge  of  colour  which  is 
an  advantage  to  the  fly  man,  and  a  nice  lot  ef  good 
sized  fish  have  been  obtained.  The  Wye  at  Bake- 
well  has  yielded  a  few  good  fish,  and  also  the 
Rowsley  length  of  this  river  several  nice  catches  of 
trout  and  grayling  ;  the  Derwent  with  its  woodland 
coloured  water — the  Hathersage  reaches  of  this 
river  yielding  good  baskets— as  well  as  the  Chats- 
worth  fishery,  also  the  Darleydale  Club's  portion 
of  this  river  affording  baskets  of  two  to  four  brace 
each.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's water  has  afforded  the  largest  fish.  Mr. 
W.  Frost,  from  the  deep  water  at  Matlock  Bath, 
three  or  four  good  sized  trout;  Mr.  W.  Dale, 
on  two  occasions,  three  good  fish  each  time.  Mr. 
G.  Eaton,  fishing  in  what  is  known  as  the  Daykey, 
Matlock  Dale,  on  Aug.  6,  caught  a  trout  of  41b.  4oz. 
with  Yellow  Dun  about  8  p.m.,  and  took  over  an 
hour  to  land.  This  is  the  largest  fish  taken  in  this 
locality  with  the  fly  this  season.  I  also  hear  that  a 
visiting  angler,  fishing  from  the  end  of  the  Rutland 
Arms  Hotel  garden,  Matlock  Bath,  caught  a  trout 
over  41b.  and  a  number  of  grayling.  There  has 
also  been  fair  sport  on  this  water  below  Cromford, 
and  a  nice  few  fish  taken  about  Whatstandwell. 
The  prospect  is  good  with  the  following  flies— Ash 
Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Golden 
Dun,  August  Dun,  Orange  Dun,  and  Yellow  Dun 
for  evening.  — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe.  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  now 
running  low  and  clear  again.  Fly  fishing  has  been 
fairly  successful  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe, 
and  very  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  at 
Appletreewick,  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods,  and  Ilkley. 
The  best  flies  have  been  Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa, 
August  Brown,  Cinnamon,  and  Light  Watchet.  In 
the  lower  reaches  the  bottom  fishers  have  met  with 
fair  results  at  Otley,  Pool,  Harewood,  and  Tadcaster. 
The  Yore  is  still  running  in  very  fair  condition  for 
fly  fishing.  Nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught 
in  the  Hawes  Angling  Association  water  with  fiy 
and  minnow.  The  Cover  has  also  been  fishing 
fairly  well,  and  fine  trout  have  been  caught  at 
Carlton,  Coverham,  and  Middleham.  The  Swale  is 
now  running  low  and  clear,  but  sport  is  not  bad. 
Some  very  nice  baskets  have  been  caught,  principally 
roach,  perch,  and  dace,  with  wasp-grub  and  maggot. 
The  Wiske  is  fishing  fairly  well,  Mr.  C.  Horner  and 
others  having  had  very  nice  sport  daily  in  the 
district  of  Northallerton.  The  Nidd  is  low  and 
clear,  nice  sport  having  been  met  with  at  Pateley 
Bridge,  Dacre  Banks,  and  Knaresborough.  Fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  the  coarse  fish 
in  the  lower  reaches  at  Ribston  and  Htinsin- 
gore.  Good  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling 
have  been  caught  on  the  Costa.  The  Derwent  has 
been  fishing  fair  during  the  week ;  nice  sport  has 
been  met  with  at  Ayton.  Stamford  Bridge,  and 
Malton.  As  the  term  of  the  present  Wintersett 
Anglers'  Club  expires  on  Nov.  1,  a  numerous  body 
of  anglers  are  trying  to  form  a  coarse  fishing  club  to 
take  over  the  water  from  that  date.  The  name  of 
the  new  club  will  be  "  New  Wintersett  Anglers'CIub, ' ' 
restricted  to  80  members  at  £2  per  annum  with  an 
entrance  of  £1.  With  a  view  of  considering  the 
question  fully,  a  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  Wood -street,  Wakefield,  on  Aug.  13.  Further 
particulars  can  be  had  from  Mr.  William  Greig, 
South  Parade,  Wakefield.  Best  flies  for  present : 
August  Brown,  Cinnamon,  Poult  Bloa,  Light 
Watchet,  and  Brown  Owl. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered .  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dfp'it,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Piscator  Leedi. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS, 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)^ 

—On  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Dyke,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty 
trout,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
forty,  14ilb;  and  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Parker,  on 
same  loch,  thirty-one,  lOlb.  On  5th,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  two-and-a-half 
dozen,  91b.  ;  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Parker,  two 
dozen,  10 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Dyke,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
one-and-a-half  dozen,  81b. ;  and  Messrs.  Kelly, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-six  trout,  81b.  On 
6th,  Mr,  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  one 
dozen,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Bonar,  on 
Urigill,  three  dozen,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Wigram  and 
Wordsworth,  on  Cama,  three  dozen,  161b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Parker  and  Dixon,  on  Veyatie,  fourteen, 
61b.  On  7  th,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Urigill,  fifteen, 
6  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Wii^rara  and  Wordsworth,  on  Veyatie, 
sixteen,  61b. ;  Dr.  Crossley,  London,  on  Cama, 
twenty,  71b.;  Messrs.  Parker  and  Dixon,  on  Urigill, 
thirty,  101b. ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Kemp,  on  Cama,  ten, 
51b.  On  8th.  Messrs.  Kelly,  London,  on  Loch  Cama, 
one  dozen,  6Jlb.,  besides  a  ferox,  weighing  31b.; 
Messrs.  Anderson  and  Bonar,  one  dozen,  ejlb. ; 
Messrs.  Dickson  and  Parker,  also  on  Cama,  twenty- 
two,  8|lb. ;  Messrs.  Wordsworth,  on  Urigill,  forty- 
eight,  171b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Kemp,  on  same  loch,  twenty- 
eight,  91b. ;  Mr.  Roger,  on  Boarlan,  one  dozen, 
averaging  Jib.  each.  Total  fish  in  five  days,  523, 
with  a  total  weight  of  196Jlb.,  being  over  i'ih  dozen 
and  over  Ifcwt. — B. 

Border  Usk  and  Liddle. — There  is  a  good  run 
of  herling  in  the  river,  and  Messrs.  J.  Scott  and 
J.  Burnett  had  big  hauls  on  Aug.  8  in  the  Byre- 
burn-foot  water  of  the  Esk.  In  the  Langholm 
water,  Mr.  Phayre  Loch  creeled  eighteen  yellow 
trout  in  Tarras  water,  one  weighing  IJlb.  Mr. 
Harkness  killed  a  sea-trout  on  Aug.  11  weighing  51b. 
Sergt.  Bell  heid  a  basket  of  eight  sea-trout,  with 
minnow,  and  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  Chas. 
Carthew  caught  a  salmon  of  8Jlb.,  and  several  sea- 
trout  in  the  reserved  water,  while  Master  Clark  had 
a  sea-trout  of  3flb.  and  one  of  3Jlb.  in  Langholm 
water.  On  Aug.  11.  Sergt.  Bell  had  three  sea-trout 
and  four  herling.  Mr.  W.  A.  Connell  had  a  fine 
sea-trout  and  six  herling,  while  Mr.  Majori- 
banks  had  a  similar  basket  in  Langholm  water. 
On  Saturday  (Aug.  8),  Mr.  F.  Storry  had  a  fine 
basket,  including  a  grilse,  sixteen  sea-trout,  and 
six  herling.  The  following  gentlemen  have  had 
good  sport : — Messrs.  Foster  and  Cock,  the  former 
having  four  sea-trout  and  a  herling,  while  the  latter 
captured  four  sea-trout,  two  of  them  21b.  each,  and 
on  Monday  last  Mr.  Cock  had  four  sea-trout  and 
four  herling ;  Mr.  Thos.  Morrison,  the  elder,  caught 
six  sea-trout  and  two  herling,  and  on  Saturday 
(Aug.  8)  had  a  sea-trout  and  six  herling,  and  Mr.  T. 
Morrison,  jun.,  had  three  sea-trout  and  two  herling. 
Mr.  J.  D.  Anderson  caught  two  sea-trout  of  21b. 
each  in  Langholm  water.  Some  good  sport  has 
been  had  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr. 
McKune.  jun.,  had  a  salmon,  8|lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Arm- 
strong, Green  Burn,  had  a  grilse,  six  sea-trout,  and 
some  herling ;  Mr.  James  Scott  had  a  good  basket  of 
sea-trout  and  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  V.  Paterson  had  three 
small  salmon  during  the  week,  8Hb.,  51b.,  41b.,  and 
a  few  herling;  and  Mr.  W.  Mitchell,  two  sea-trout 
and  two  herling.  During  the  week  Mr.  Yates  had 
some  good  sport,  creeling  three  grilse,  5Jlb.  each, 
and  several  sea-trout.  Mr.  G.  W.  A.  Mitchell  in 
one  week  had  seven  sea-trout,  the  best  weighiug 
3Jlb.,  and  seventeen  herling.  Dr.  Belilio  had  four 
sea-trout  and  twenty-five  herling  for  a  week.  Mr. 
Jeamson  had  one  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  herling. 
Dr.  Anderson  had  five  sea- trout  and  six  herling. 
Mr.  W.  Murray  had  a  small  salmon  of  61b.  and  five 
sea-trout  in  the  mid-reachea,  and  at  a  subsequent 
fishing  twelve  herling.  Mr.  A.  Porteous  had  four 
sea-trout  and  twelve  herling ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  two 
sea-trout  and  twenty-one  herling  ;  Mr.  David 
Edgar,  two  sea-trout  and  seventeen  herling ;  Mr. 
James  Steel,  ten  sea- trout  and  a  dozen  herling; 
Mr.  Adam  Keen,  six  sea-trout  and  ten  herling  ;  Mr. 
Jas.  Brockbank,  three  sea-trout  and  three  herling ; 
Mr.  John  Jardine  and  Mr.  D.  Murray,  two  sea-trout 
and  twenty-seven  herling  each.  Mr.  Walter  Irving 
had  five  sea-trout  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk. 
Mr.  W.  Armstrong  had  five  herling  on  the  Liddle, 
and  on  Monday  three  sea-trout  and  two  herling; 
Mr.  Crozier,  three  sea-trout  and  three  herling ;  Mr. 
A.  Scott,  three  sea-trout ;  and  Mr.  Johnstone,  three 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  creeled  four  and  some 
herling ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot,  one  sea-trout  and  one  herling. 
and  also  three  dozen  of  fiine  yellow  trout ;  Mr. 
J.  Elliot  had  a  basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  R. 
Thomson,  two  sea-trout.  Mr.  Elliot,  Hermitage, 
in  Liddle  Bank  water,  had  four  sea-trout ;  and  Mr. 
J.  Glendenning,  one  herling  and  some  yellow  trout. 
The  river  Liddle  was  flooded  on  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday,  and  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and 
herling  are  recorded,  while  prospects  for  anglers  are 
greatly  improved  all  round.  Weather  showery  on 
Tuesday,  pnd  river  at  time  of  writing  in  good  ang- 
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ling  forqi.  Mr.  J.  Crozier  had  three  sea-trout  and 
three  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot  one  sea-trout  and  one 
herling ;  Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  five  herling ;  Mr.  A. 
Scott,  three  sea- trout;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  two  sea-trout. 
On  Monday,  Aug.  10,  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  had  three 
sea-trout  and  two  herling;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  four 
sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Armstrong, 
senr.,  two  sea-trout  and  two  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot 
one  sea-trout,  one  herling,  and  three  dozen  nice 
yellow  trout.  Mr.  J.  Elliot,  of  London,  had  a  good 
basket  of  yellow  trout;  Mr.  R.  Thomson  caught 
two  sea-trout.  Fishing  in  Liddle  Bank  water,  Mr. 
Elliot,  Hermitage,  creeled  four  sea-trout,  and  Mr. 
J.  Glendenning  one  herling  and  some  yellow  trout. 
The  Liddle  is  now  well  stocked  with  herling  and 
yellow  trout. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Very 
little  sport  has  been  got  for  a  considerable  time. 
On  Aug.  5,  Miss  Littlejohn,  of  Invercharron,  landed 
a  fine  clean  run  salmon  weighing  8 Jib.,  and  on 
Aug.  8,  the  lady  caught  a  ten-pounder.  The 
■weather  has  been  changeable,  and  water  not  in  best 
condition. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Lady  B«dge  made  a 
good  start  on  Mr.  Porter's  fishings  at  Corniehaugh, 
having  in  three  days  grassed  two  salmon  scaling 
61b.  and  101b.,  and  a  couple  of  grilse  of  3Jlb.  and 
6Jlb.  Sir  Frederick  Bridge  had  also  a  beauty  of 
8lb.— X. 

Inclinadaniph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — Fishing 
from  this  hotel,  on  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Hooper  killed  one 
grilse,  4Uh.,  one  salmon,  71b.  On  the  3rd,  Professor 
Purdie,  one  grilse,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Falconer,  one  trout, 
l^lb.  On  the  4th,  Mr.  Ivory,  one  sea-trout,  21b., 
one  grilse,  4pb.,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  Mr.  W.  Wallace, 
one  trout.  2jlb.  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Ivory,  one  grilse, 
5Jlb.  On  the  6th,  Professor  Purdie,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Ivory,  fourteen  trout,  61b.  On  the  7th,  Capt. 
and  Mrs.  Maitland,  thirteen  trout,  61b,  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ventor,  fourteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Ivory,  one 
grilse,  7lb. — W.  Wallace. 

LocMnver  (Calag  Hotel).— On  July  28,  Mr. 
Barclay,  one  salmon,  61b.  ;  Captain  Browne  (sea 
fishing),  six  codfish.  On  the  29th,  Mr.  Barclay, 
five  trout,  Iflb.  ;  Mr.  Christie  (sea  fishing),  thirty 
haddocks.  On  the  30th,  Mr.  Meyrick,  one  grilse, 
Gib. ;  Captain  Browne,  five  trout,  I  Jlb. ;  Mr.  Fitz- 
maurice,  three  trout,  21b.  On  the  31st,  Mr.  D. 
Mackenzie  (sea  fishing),  seventy  haddocks  ;  Captain 
Browne,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.,  one  brown  trout,  ^Ib.,  one 
sea-trout,  IJlb.  On  Aug.  1,  Captain  Browne,  one 
salmon,  91b.,  three  sea-trout,  41b.,  3Jlb.,  lib.  ;  Mr. 
and  Miss  Christie,  two  grilse,  6 Jib.,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Fitz- 
maurice  (sea  fishing),  seventy-six  haddocks ;  Mr. 
Pi  gou  (sea  fishing),  ninety  haddocks;  Mr.  Sidney 
A'Court,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  On  the  3rd,  Captain 
Browne,  twenty-five  trout,  9flb,  ;  Dr.  L.  Rose, 
fourteen  trout.  6Jlb,  On  the  4th,  Captain  Browne, 
one  salmon,  I41b. ;  Mr.  Hill,  one  sea-trout,  21b. ; 
Mr.  A'Court,  nineteen  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Pigou,  eight 
trout,  2Jlb.  On  the  5th,  Dr.  Rose,  one  salmon,  1  lib. ; 
an  angler,  twelve  trout,  51b.  On  the  6th.  Mr.  Pigou, 
two  grilse,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  one  sea-trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Anderson,  fifteen  trout,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Hogg  and 
Fitzmaurice,  twenty-two  trout,  71b.  ;  Capt.  Browne, 
one  salmon,  71b.,  one  sea-trout,  Jib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A'Court,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.,  one  sea-trout.  Jib.  On 
the  7th,  Messrs.  Pigou,  Hogg,  and  Fitzmaurice, 
fourteen  trout,  61b.  ;  Dr.  Rose,  one  sea-trout,  Jib., 
one  brown  trout.  Jib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A'Court,  five 
trout,  Iflb.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Pigou.  one  grilse,  5Jlb. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A'Court,  two  grilse,  51b.,  5Jlb. ;  Mrs. 
Stunt,  one  sea-trout,  31b.;  Capt.  Browne,  one  salmon, 
6Jlb.,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson, 
twelve  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Dr.  Rose,  ten  trout,  5lb,  ; 
Messrs.  Fitzmaurice  and  Hogg  (sea  fishing),  nine 
haddocks. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  been 
showery  and  dull  most  of  the  week,  with  a  breeze 
which  was  rather  light  and  veering.  Sport  has  con- 
siderably improved,  the  takes  being  the  best  for 
two  months.  The  Glasgow  District  Angling  Clubs' 
Association  held  their  annual  competition  for  the 
association's^trophy,  when  eight  clubs  were  repre- 
sented. Each  club  team  consisted  of  four  rods, 
with  the  exception  of  the  St.  Mirin,  Bothwell, 
and  Blantyre  clubs,  which  had  two  rods  each. 
Twenty-eight  competitors  creeled  a  total  of  forty- 
three  trout,  which  weighed  631b.  4oz.  The  winning 
club  team  was  St.  Mungo,  with  a  catch  of  eight  trout, 
lUb.  The  best  fished  boat  in  the  competition  was 
out  with  Messrs.  J.  McGugan  and  D.  Kater,  who 
had  four  tront,  61b.  2oz.  The  heaviest  trout  was 
captured  by  Mr.  J.  McGugan  and  weighed  21b.  9oz. 
Six  members  of  the  Fifeshire  Club  captured  twenty- 
one  trout,  weighing  311b.  9oz.  First,  Mr.  W.  Watson, 
five  trout,  8lb.  4oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Dick,  five 
trout,  71b.  12oz.  Heaviest  trout,  Mr.  A.  R.  Dick, 
21b.  12oz.  Mr.  A.  Shanks  was  first  at  the  Uddings- 
ton  Waltonian  Club  competition,  with  four  trout, 
71  h.  12nz.,  his  heaviest  weighin*;  21b.  12oz.  Two 
large  trout  were  brought  in  on  Aug.  11  by  Messrs. 
W.  S.  Hunter  and  J.   B,   McVital,   of  the  St. 


Mungo  Club,  which  weighed  41b.  Joz.  and  31b.  loz. 
Private  parties :  Mr<  Taylor  Cameron,  Edinburgh, 
fourteen  trout.  131b. ;  Mr.  Tanqueray,  Edm- 
burgh,  and  Mr.  Burt-Marshall,  fourteen  trout,  121b.; 
Mr.  Tanqueray  and  Mr.  Martin  had  also  six 
trout,  81b.  12oz.  ;  Messrs.  Henderson,  Linlithgow, 
in  a  few  hours  in  the  afternoon,  five  trout,  111b.; 
Mr.  Ramsay,  Townhill,  five  trout,  71b.  8oz. ;  Mr, 
Flockhart,  Annacroich,  and  Mr.  Henderson,  Lin- 
lithgow, four  trout,  71b.  12oz.  ;  their  heaviest  trout 
weighed  31b. — R6bebt  B.  Laing. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  is  small 
and  clear,  very  little  rain  having  fallen  for  over  a 
week,  and  had  it  not  been  for  tlie  diurnal  thunder- 
storms sport  would  have  been  much  brighter.  A 
large  number  of  sportsmen  are  now  forward  for  the 
grouse  season,  and  for  a  day  or  two  will  be  more 
interested  in  the  moors  than  in  the  rivers.  On  the 
Mar  Lodge  waters.  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess 
of  Fife  was  out  on  Friday  and  again  on  Saturday 
and  had  good  sport,  killing  two  fish  on  both  days. 
Her  pools  are  in  first-rate  trim,  and  teeming  with 
fresh  fish  newly  up  from  the  lower  reaches.  On 
the  Braemar  waters,  the  distinguished  visitors 
are  having  a  fairly  good  time  of  it  among 
the  grilse  and  trout.  On  the  side  streams 
excellent  baskets  of  trout  are  being  got  daily. 
On  the  Balmoral  waters,  General  Probyn  has  been 
out  daily,  while  the  young  princes  at  Abergeldie 
Castle  have  been  having  glorious  sport  on  the 
Girnock  burn  among  the  brown  trout.  On  the 
Ballater,  Aboyne,  and  Kincardine  reaches,  grilse 
have  been  got  freely,  and  on  the  Banchory  and 
Feughside  reaches  some  really  good  sport  has  been 
had  with  grilse  running  up  to  4Jlb.  and  51b.  The 
Bumble  Bee,  Dunkeld,  Jeannie,  and  Loggie  are  the 
favourite  flies.  On  the  tidal  waters  whitling  or 
finnock  fishing  is  being  prosecuted  under  adverse 
conditions,  which,  however,  are  now  improving. 
On  the  Don,  Mr.  W.  Lindsay,  jun.,  Pitmedden 
water,  creeled  some  fine  trout  every  day  out  last 
week,  having  two  of  21b.,  three  between  IJlb.  and 
21b.,  and  a  dozen  over  lib.,  besides  others  of  lesser 
weights,  all  to  the  Cinnamon  and  Silver.  On  the 
same  beat,  Mr.  Robert  Lindsay  has  also  done  exceed- 
ingly well.  On  the  Ythan  (tidal),  Mr.  W.  Herbert 
Singer  (Frome)  has  had  very  fair  sport,  in  spite  of  the 
bad  weather,  with  the  preserved  sand-eel  and  tube. 
Good  sport  is  being  enjoyed  on  most  of  the  side 
streams  all  over  the  north  just  now  on  account  of 
the  favouring  waters.  On  the  Turriff  Bum,  Mr.  R. 
Tennant,  Aberdeen,  creeled  a  fine  basket  of  trout 
on  Aug.  8,  heaviest  weighing  lib.  4oz.  The  Ugie, 
Lossie,  Findhorn,  and  such  streams  are  also  yield- 
ing a  good  few  finnock  and  brown  trout.  The 
netting  season  closes  on  Aug.  26,  after  which  a 
fresh  impetus  will  be  given  to  angling  till  the  close 
in  October.  Salmon  anglers  will  especially  benefit, 
as  the  few  fish  getting  into  the  rivers  are  mostly  all 
netted.— G.  M. 

Orkney  (Barony  Hotel,  Birsay). — Fishing  the 
hotel  lochs  during  last  three  days  the  following 
baskets  have  been  got : — Mr.  Gammell,  on  Loch 
Hunland,  twenty-four  fish,  lllb.  ;  Mr.  Peplor,  on 
Loch  Birsay,  seven  fish,  5jlb. ;  Mr.  Niven,  on  Loch 
Birsay,  five  fish,  61b. ;  Mr.  Gammell,  on  Loch 
Birsay,  seven  fish,  5Jlb. — John  Spenoeb.  [Too 
late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.  B.).  — 
On  August  4,  Mr.  K.  Mackay,  Sutherland  Arms, 
Overscaig,  landed  ten  sea-trout,  14Jlb.  On  5th, 
Mr.  Hoare,  London,  on  Loch  Griam,  sixteen  trout, 
7lb.  (heaviest  IJlb.) ;  Mr.  Etches,  Meriden,  on  Mid 
Shin,  sixteen  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Blyth,  North 
Berwick,  four  sea-trout.  On  6th,  Mr.  Etches,  on 
Loch  Griam,  one  dozen  trout,  4lb.  (heaviest  IJlb.). 
On  8th,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Bristol,  on  Top  Shin, 
nine  trout,  41b  ;  and  Messrs.  Blyth  and  Musgrave, 
North  Berwick,  on  same  water,  seven  sea-trout, 
9Jlb.— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  month  the  following 
sport  has  been  got: — On  Aug.  3,  Dr.  Golland, 
Altrincham,  on  Loch  Badnamult,  one  trout,  4flb. ; 
and  Messrs.  Malloch,  Perth,  on  Loch  Gorm,  five 
dozen,  171b.  On  the  4th,  Mr.  Malloch,  jun.,  on 
Loch  Cronlen,  twenty-three,  8 Jib.,  and  Dr.  Golland, 
on  Badnamult,  four  sea-trout,  6lb.  On  the 
5th,  Mr.  Fraser,  London,  on  Duartmore,  seven 
trout,  21b.,  and  four  sea-trout,  61b.  On  the 
6th,  Messrs.  Malloch,  Perth,  on  Duartmore,  seven- 
teen sea-trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Thurburn,  London, 
one  sea-trout,  IJlb. ;  and  Mr.  Brooksbank,  York- 
shire, on  Hill  Loch,  six  trout,  6Jlb.  On  Aug.  7,  the 
last  named  had  eight  trout,  lO^lb.,  seven  sea-trout, 
5lb.,  and  a  charr  of  2  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Little  and 
Schwann,  London,  four  sea-trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Fraser, 
London,  twelve  trout,  2Jlb.,  and  a  sea-trout  of 
3Jlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Malloch,  Perth,  in  a  short  time 
got  forty  trout,  Stb.  On  Aug.  8.  Mr.  Schwann, 
London,  on  Lower  Chain,  had  two  trout,  21b. ; 
Mr.  Schwann,  jun.,  on  Badnamult,  six  trout,  IJlb., 
and  a  sea-trout  of  Iflb.;  Mr.  Brooksbank,  Yorks, 


four  trout,  4lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Little,  Henley,  on  Top 
Chain,  six  trout,  3lb.  Prospects  are  now  most 
favourable  for  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  brown  trout 
fishing,  as,  after  the  recent  spates,  they  are  running 
freely. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  have  again  been  frequently  disturbed  with 
small  floods.  Bait  fishers  had  good  sport  with 
worm  while  the  waters  remained  discoloured.  Fly 
fishing  has  been  at  a  considerable  discount.  The 
Annan  was  in  .flood  on  Saturday,  and  twice  on 
Sunday.  The  herling  run  has  been  an  extraordinary 
poor  one  this  year.  The  following  are  the  notes 
of  sport  from  the  differentjrivers  of  this  district :  — 
The  Annan. — This  river  has  been  out  of  order 
since  -last  week's  notes.  ■  On  Friday,  Mr.  G. 
Carruthers  caught  four  herling  in  the  lower  reaches 
with  the  evening  fly,  and  another  rod  caught  five  in 
the  portion  below  Warmanbie  Island  with  night  fly. 
Mr.  Rotch  had  seven  herling  with  worm  bait,  below 
Annan  Bridge.  A  few  herling  were  taken  in  Mount 
Annan  and  Hoddom  waters.  On  Saturday  night, 
during  the  flood,  Mr.  Irving  caught  seventeen  herling 
above  the  Newbie  Mill  Canal,  with  worm ;  Mr. 
J.  Graham  had  one  sea-trout  and  six  or 
eight  herling;  and  Mr.  P.  Thorburn  had  a 
good  basket  of  herling  in  the  same  water  with 
worm.  The  keeper.  Angus  Macdonald,  caught  four 
herling  with  night  fly  on  Aug.  7.  In  the  Castlemilk 
water,  on  Monday,  three  rods  had  fair  sport  among 
sea-trout.  In  the  upper  waters  a  number  of  sea- 
trout  and  odd  herling  have  been  landed.  No 
herling  have  been  running  since  Saturday, 
The  Nith.  —  The  Nith  has  also  been  in  flood 
since  last  week's  notes,  and  there  has  been 
little  else  than  worm  fishing.  A  number  of 
nice  sea- trout  were  caught  in  the  Mid  Nithsdale 
waters  at  Closeburn,  as  also  below  Thornhill  Bridge 
and  Auldgirth.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — In  the 
Gatehouse  Fleet  a  few  sea-trout  have  fallen  to  the 
rods.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  has  been 
disturbed  with  rains,  and  only  moderate  sport  has 
been  the  rule.  The  Aybshire  Rivebs  and  Lochs. 
— A  number  of  rods  were  out  on  the  Ayr  on  Saturday 
fishing  with  worm,  but  not  much  was  done.  The 
lochs  have  been  yielding  rather  poor  baskets  of  late. 
On  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington,  one  rod  had  a 
dozen  yellow  trout  with  fly.  Autumn  salmon  are 
beginning  to  run  in  the  Solway,  and  some  fine  fish 
weighing  up  to  30lb.  have  been  caught  in  the  stake 
nets. — Heathebbell- 

Stauding  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney).— 
On  July  27,  Mr.  Duncan,  four  trout,  2|lb.;  Mr. 
Cheyne,  three  trout,  2Jlb.,  heaviest  21b.;  on  the 
28th,  Mr.  Duncan,  three  trout,  2lb. ;  on  the  29th, 
six  trout,  6Jlb.,  heaviest  3Jlb.;  on  the  30th,  three 
trout,  41b,,  heaviest  2Jlb.;  on  the  31st,  two  trout, 
2Jlb.,  heaviest  IJlb.  On  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Duncan,  five 
trout,  6 Jib.;  on  the  3rd,  Mrs.  Bowers,  four,  2 Jib.; 
Mr.  Duncan,  four,  4Jlb.,  heaviest  I  Jlb.;  Mr.  Pater- 
son,  five,  6 Jib.,  heaviest  2lb.;  on  the  4th,  Mr. 
Duncan,  two,  IJlb.,  heaviest  IJlb.;  Mrs.  Bowers, 
two,  4lb.;  on  the  5th,  Mr.  Duncan,  five,  6lb., 
heaviest  21b.;  Mrs.  Bowers,  two,  21b.,  heaviest  IJlb.; 
on  the  6th,  Mr.  Duncan,  eight,  71b,  heaviest  2 Jib.; 
Colonel  Campbell,  three,  2lb.;  Mrs.  Bowers,  six,  8lb., 
heaviest  2Jlb.;  on  the  7th,  Mrs.  Bowers,  ten,  14flb., 
heaviest  6Jlb.;  on  the  8th,  Dr.  Hatley,  two,  Iflb.; 
Mrs.  Bowers,  three,  2 Jib.;  on  the  10th,  Mrs.  Bowers, 
three,  31b. — John  Mackay. 

Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.). — Since 
last  reported  the  following  sport  was  got  on  lochs 
Beanoch,  Crackail,  Fourloch,  Shin,  Shiness  Bay, 
and  River  Shin.  On  July  23,  Mr.  Carlyon  landed  a 
salmon  weighing  9lb. ;  Mr.  Knox,  nine  trout,  5Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Russell,  eight  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Copeland, 
three  trout,  21b.  On  July  24,  Mr.  Russell  had  six 
trout,  2flb.,  and  Mr.  Copeland,  seven,  3Jlb.  On 
July  25,  Captain  Roope  got  fifteen  trout,  3|lb.  On 
July  27,  Mr.  Bell,  nine  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Knox,  ten, 
7  Jib.;  Mr.  Russell,  twenty-two,  8|lb.  On  July  28,  Mr. 
Bell  caught  four  trout,  3lb..  and  a  ferox,  weighing 
2Jlb.  On  July  30,  Mr.  Carlyon  landed  a  salmon  of 
13lb. ;  Mr,  Mackay,  five  trout,  21b.  On  Aug.  3,  Mr. 
Carlyon  caught  fourteen  trout,  8|lb. ;  Mr.  Knox, 
seven  trout,  51b.  On  Aug.  4,  the  last  named  angler 
got  nine  trout.  31b.  On  Aug.  6.  Mr.  Carlyon,  seven 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Knox,  five,  3|lb.,  and  on  Aug.  7, 
thirteen  trout,  3f  lb.  On  Aug.  8,  Mr.  Woodward, 
five  trout,  2lb. ;  Mr.  Knox,  ten,  71b. — B. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Qalway). — Fair  weather 
for  fishing  has  prevailed  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
week,  with  a  few  calm  days.  During  the  week.  Mr. 
D,  Adams  secured  6  peal,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  5Jlb., 
and  seventy  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Hartley  Lees,  twenty- 
seven  sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  W.  Wickhara,  twenty-three 
sea-trout,  and  one  summer-fish,  71bs. ;  Mr.  R.  W. 
Wickham,  forty-five  sea- trout,  one  summer- fish,  101b. 
and  two  peal,  81b.  each ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  P.  Foster, 
forty-two  sea-trout,  and  one  summer-fish,  9Jlb, ; 
Mr,  T,  M.  Pike,  eighty-three  sea-trout ;  Dr.  FentOD, 
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seventy-sis  sea-trout;  Mr.  J.  Foster,  thirty  sea- 
trout,  and  one  summer-fish,  101b. ;  Mr.  W,  Pearson, 
one  peal,  6lb.,  and  fifty-eight  sea-trout  (one  trout 
scaled  5Jlb.) ;  Mr.  A.  V.  Willcox,  one  peal,  71b.,  and 
fifteen  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Campbell,  one  peal,  61b.,  and 
fifteen  sea-trout ;  General  Beresford,  one  peal,  71b., 
and  sixty-six  sea-trout.  Mr.  R,  Vickers  in  three  days 
secured  thirty-three  sea-trout.  Total  for  week, 
fifteen  salmon,  llUb.,  and  603  sea-trout. — Jock 
Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — ^Bain  fell  heavily  over 
the  catchment  basins  of  this  river  and  its  tributaries 
through  the  week,  and  in  consequence  all  the 
streams  that  discharge  into  Lough  Neagh  were  in 
flood,  and  salmon  continued  to  ascend  the  Black- 
water,  Ballinderry,  Maine,  and  Moyola.  Flax  has 
been  pulled,  and  is  in  the  steeps  along  the  valleys 
of  these  streams,  but  what  has  yet  escaped  has 
caused  no  injury  to  angling.  The  Bann  rose 
six  inches,  but  was  not  discoloured,  and  sport 
was  obtained  on  all  the  stretches.  Brown  trout 
came  better  to  the  fly  than  at  any  time  in  the 
present  summer,  and  baskets  were  made  of  fish 
varying  from  lib.  to  4Jlb.  each,  Mr.  Ardill  caught 
two  grilse,  61b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  MulhoUand,  one  grilse, 
5Jlb. ;  Captain  Powell,  one  grilse,  .5Jlb. ;  and  Mr. 
F.  Wilson,  eight  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from 
71b.  to  ll^lb.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wilson,  eight  grilse,  from  61b.  to  8 Jib. ;  Captain 
Philpot  and  Captain  Peel,  nine  salmon  and  grilse, 
from  5 Jib.  to  12 Jib. ;  andMn  Shaw,  five,  from  4 Jib. 
to  101b.,  on  the  Caronroe  section. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — There  is  not  much  to 
record  concerning  trout  fishing  on  the  local  streams, 
as  they  are  again  low  and  clear,  without  exception. 
Sport  on  the  dams,  too,  is  of  rather  indifferent 
character,  the  baskets  running  from  three  to  four 
fish  per  rod.  One  41b.  fish  was  got  at  Woodburn  on 
Aug,  8.  The  same  date  Mr.  S.  R.  Agnew,  vice- 
president  of  the  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club,  a 
5Jlb,  trout  on  Lough  Mourne.  A  similar  fish  was 
also  killed  by  Mr.  T.  Smith  the  previous  Saturday. 
The  flax  dams  are  now  filled  and  pollution  is  coming 
in);o  the  streams,  which,  at  their  present  low  state, 
will  have  most  deadly  results.  The  Ulster  Anglers, 
Belfast,  have  arranged  to  hold  a  coarse  fishing  com- 
petition at  Toome,  on  the  Bann,  on  Aug.  29.— 
J.  A.  B, 

Brne  (Ballyshauuon  and  Belleek). — Sport  was 
fair  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week,  and  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  particulars  of  salmon  caught : — Mr. 
F.  G.  NichoUs  landed  eight  salmon  during 
the  past  week,  weighing  from  61b.  to  101b. ; 
Mr.  Joseph  Hone  landed  six  salmon,  weighing 
from  71b.  to  141b.;  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson  landed 
five  salmon,  weighing  from  81b.  to  121b. ;  Mr. 
Boote  landed  five  salmon  of  241b.,  161b.,  91b., 
71b.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  Sidney  Smith,  landed  two 
salmon  of  71b.  and  91b. ;  Major  Wilkinson,  landed 
two  salmon  of  161b.  and  101b.;  Sir  A.  Porter, 
landed  five  salmon — weights  not  to  hand  at  time  of 
writing.  The  river  is  in  high  flood  at  present. — M. 
RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Galway  (Leenane  Hotel). — Excellent  angling 
now  on  Mounterown  River,  Tonyard  Lake,  and 
GlencuUen  Lake.  Best  bag,  two  salmon  and  five 
sea-trout.  Before  breakfast  on  Monday  (Aug.  10) 
one  gentleman  brought  in  four  brown  trout, 
weighing  lib.  to  31b.,  from  free  fishing  waters. — 
R.  H.  McKeown. 

Longli  Conn,  Cxossmolina,  (Gortnorabby 
Hotel). — We  have  had  most  unfavourable  weather 
for  fishing  during  the  past  week.  However,  the 
following  anglers  have  had  fairly  good  sport : — 
Major  Munns  during  the  week  killed  five  grilse, 
weighing  51b.,  71b.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  and  71b. ;  he  also 
killed  during  the  week  twenty-nine  trout,  weighing 
381b.  Mr.  Deverell,  in  four  days,  killed  three  of  51b. 
each,  and  one  of  61b. ;  also  made  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout,  the  largest  weighing  3Jlb.  Mr.  Fisher,  two 
grilse,  weighing  61b.,  and  one  salmon,  111b.  Mr. 
Robinson,  on  tne  same  day,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and 
lost  two  grilse  ready  for  the  net. — Mastageb. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — Fishing  from 
the  above  hotel  the  following  catches  have  been 
had :— On  Aug.  3,  Mr.  Traford  Wilson  and  lady, 
with  Mr.  Percy  Jude,  had  eight  fish,  131b. ;  on  the 
4th,  twelve,  181b.  ;  on.  th.e  f5tb.y  ten,  161b. ;  on  th,© 
6th,  twelve,  161b.  On  the  6th,  Dr.  Gill,  of  London, 
bank  fishing  along  the  river,  had  a  nice  basket  on 
the  artificial  fly. — T.  Naughton. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Thougn  the  weather  has  been  generally  favourable, 
sport  has  not  been  as  good  as  it  was  last  week, 
owing  to  the  fish  rising  badly  and  coming  short. 
Fair  or  average  sport  has  been  had,  however,  the 
takes  of  sea-trout  running  from  four  to  nine  to  each 
boat  daily.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur). — Fly  fishing  on  the 
above  water  from  Kilbride  Lodge  has  improved 
since  l6i3t  report.  Mr.  Young  in  four  days  got 
twenty-nine  trout,  heaviest  31b.,  and  rose  dozens. 
On  Aug.  7  he  changed  to  trolling  and  duck  shooting. 


getting  three  ducks,  two  pike,  and  one  perchw  Mr. 
Curtler,  fly  fishing,  in  four  days  got  fifteen  trout, 
heaviest  2Jlb.  Mr.  Haward,  fly  fishing  on  Aug.  7, 
got  four  trout,  heaviest  21b.,  and  lost  several  others. 
-P.  S. 

Lough  Melvin. — Trouting  has  improved  during 
the  past  week,  and  a  number  of  decent  baskets  of 
gillaroo3  and  brown  trout  were  taken  by  the 
anglers  out.  Mr.  A.  Gallagher  landed  a  trout 
(Salmo  ferox)  of  6Jlb.,  trolling  on  Aug.  8 ;  and  Mr. 
Browne  caught  a  brown  trout  of  3Jlb.  and  two 
gillarooes  of  3|lb.  on  Aug.  11. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tjrrone). — 

The  Mourne  and  tributaries  are  in  good  order,  and 
sport  excellent*  The  rise  of  water  on  Sunday,  when 
the  nets  were  off,  brought  up  lots  of  newly  run  fish. 
Since  last  report  the  following  catch  was  made : — On 
Aug.  5,  Professor  Leech,  one  sahnon,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  J. 
Sweeny,  two,  71b.  and  5lb.  ;  Captain  Williams,  two, 
81b.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  Hainsworth,  one,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Haley, 
one,  61b.  On  the  6th,  Captain  Williams,  one,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Charles  Mclvor,  one,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Hellawell, 
one,  71b.  ;  Colonel  Barker,  one,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Haley, 
one,  71b.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  Haley,  one,  61b.  ; 
Colonel  Barker,  three,  61b.,  71b.,  101b.  On  the 
8th,  Colonel  Barker,  two,  71b.  and  81b.  Mr. 
Charles  Mclvor,  two,  91b.  and  101b.;  Mr.  John 
Sweeny,  one,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Hainsworth,  two,  81b.  and 
101b.  Aug.  10,  river  too  thick  and  muddy  after 
rain.  Aug.  1 1,  Mr.  John  Sweeny,  two,  31b.  and  71b.  ; 
Captain  Williams,  two,  6:j;lb.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  Dancey, 
two  ;  Captain  Carter,  one,  51b. — J.  A.  B. 

Hoy  (Ballina). — Fishing  during  the  week  was 
fair.  Col.  Gardi  got  a  fish  of  81b.  9oz.,  and  Mr. 
Barr  got  three  fish,  81b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and  lost  a  few 
more.  Trout  fishing  down  the  estuary  was  good, 
some  nice  baskets  being  taken.  Fishing  on  the 
lough  was  good,  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  being 
taken  and  large  pike. — John  Devees, 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  out  of  order  most  of  the  week  from 
the  heavy  rains,  but  now  in  good  trim ;  swarms 
with  grilse  and  sea-trout.  Mr.  R.  Cholmondeley, 
nine  grilse,  581b. ;  Mr.  Scroop,  eight  grilse,  611b. ; 
Mr.  Drew,  two  grilse,  131b.  ;  IVIr.  F.  Jackson, 
five  grilse,  271b.;  Col.  Brown,  nine  grilse,  621b.;  Dr. 
Adams,  five  grilse,  331b.  Best  take  of  sea-trout  for 
one  rod,  seventeen,  141b.  Some  good  trout  are 
being  got  on  the  loughs,  largest  51b.  Mr.  Pennice 
and  friend,  nine  jack,  heaviest  221b.  Gentlemen 
intending  to  tisit  Ballina  should  bring  their  guns 
with  them. — Pat  Heasnes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— The  rush 
of  water  in  the  CroUy  has  brought  up  heaps  of 
white  trout  to  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses,  and  the 
promise  of  sport  to  come  is  good.  The  following 
catches  have  been  made  : — Mr,  Carter,  on  Lough- 
augheish,  six  sea- trout,  the  heaviest  1  Jib. ;  Dr. 
Hobson,  on  Dungloe,  six,  heaviest  2Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Raynor,  on  Dungloe,  eleven,  heaviest  3Jlb.,  and 
one  salmon,  71b.,  on  Loughanure  ;  Mr.  Gore,  five 
sea-trout,  and  Mrs.  Gore,  one  salmon,  71b ;  Mr. 
Morgan,  seventeen  sea-trout,  up  to  21b.,  on  Lough- 
anure and  Tully  ;  Miss  Hobson,  five,  heaviest  221b. ; 
Major  Rickards,  nine  sea-trout,  heaviest  31b.,  on 
Loughanure  and  Munlecknaevre ;  Colonel  Rowland, 
C.B.,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Mr.  Hall,  seven  sea-trout, 
heaviest  lib.  on  Derrydruce  ;  Mr.  Pomeroy,  thirteen 
sea-trout,  heaviest  2Jlb.,  on  Loughanure;  Dr. 
D'Evelyn,  eight  sea-trout,  heaviest  2Jlb.,  on  Dun- 
gloe.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  On  Doonass,  Mr. 
S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  one  peal,  41b.  On  Hermitage, 
the  fishermen  killed  one  peal,  2Jlb.  On  the  Castle 
fishery.  Captain  Gillson  killed  one  peal,  61b.  Trout 
fishers  are  having  good  sport.  Prospects  for  the 
autumn  salmon-fishing  look  good. — John  Eneight 
&  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Owing 
to  adverse  weather,  fishing  has  been  anything  but 
encouraging  this  week.  One  of  the  fishermen  killed 
a  salmon  weighing  341b.  on  Mr.  Vinter's  water. 
P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fogarty  got  four  grilse,  71b.,  6Jlb., 
61b.,  and  3 Jib. ;  M.  Lewis  killed  several  pike,  largest 
141b.    Water  falling. — S.  J.  Hiteley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar). — 
For  a  considerable  time  past  the  weather  has  been 
extremely  disagreeable,  storm  and  rain  preventing 
almost  all  efforts  to  fish  on  these  lakes  until  Mon- 
day, the  10th  inst.,  when  a  most  salutary  change  set 
in,  anddappingwith  the  Daddy-long-legs  commenced 
in  right  earnest.  Amongst  several  nice  baskets  of 
trout  obtained,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  inspecting  one 
had  by  James  Lynch,  local  fisherman,  containing 
four  lovely  fish  weighing  14Jlb.,  the  largest  a 
perfect  and  well-conditioned  beauty  of  5Jlb.  The 
trout  have  now  changed  from  feeding  on  the  perch 
fry,  and  if  the  weather  continues  favourable 
excellent  sport  maj^  be  had  dming  the  entire  month 
of  August,  as  the  trout  appear  to  be  very  much 
in  evidence  on  the  surface,  and  are  rising  sure, — 
T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — No  improvement  whatever 
has  taken  place  in  local  fishing  throughout  the 
last  week,  general  results  having  proved  most  un- 
satisfactory to  the  large  number  of  anglers  of  both 
sexes  who  have  daily  patronised  the  pier.  Sport 
ruled  very  slow  on  Saturday  (Aug.  8),  the  only 
decent  catch  on  that  day  falling  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Burgess.  Messrs.  Akehurst,  Glen,  and  Baker 
bagged  a  few  decent  fish  on  Aug.  9,  including 
a  codling  and  a  few  small  pollack.  A  few 
small  silver  eels  and  a  couple  of  score  of 
poutings  constituted  the  major  portion  of  the  day's 
take  on  Monday,  10th.  A  slight  improvement  was 
witnessed  on  Tuesday,  11th,  Mr.  Xowell  and  hia 
son  landing  a  half-dozen  pollack  ;  Miss  Kell,  a  largo 
nurse-dog ;  Mr.  C.  F.  Bowles,  a  4  Jib.  lobster ;  and 
0£ich  of  the  other  three-and-twenty  anglers  realising 
a  little  sport  among  the  small  pouting,  Mr.  J. 
Metcalf  took  a  nice  sole-dab,  and  a  two -pound  eel 
was  landed  in  the  evening.  The  wind  had  changed 
to  north-west  on  Wednesday,  12th,  and  that 
circumstance,  together  with  a  strong  spring 
tide,  almost  put  a  period  to  all  fishing  operations 
until  evening  hours,  and  upon  the  slack  of  the  tide 
poor  results  were  obtained.  Mr.  T.  Sexton,  Mr. 
Philip,  Mr.  Nowell,  and  several  others  have  daily 
fished  for  pollack  with  ragworm,  rubber,  and  other 
baits,  but  the  catches  have  invariably  been  small, 
scarcely  a  fish  exceeding  a  pound  in  weight,  except 
one  landed  by  Mr.  Philip  on  Aug.  12,  which  turned 
the  scale  at  2Jlb. — J.  Richaedson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Nice  catches  of  pollack  are 
being  made,  and  good  sport  in  prospect. — H. 

Penzance. — Rod-fishing  has  greatly  improved  at 
.the  pier-heads  during  the  past  week.  Good-sized 
pollack  are  being  taken,  besides  other  fish ;  in 
short,  sport  is  good  and  pro.spects  good. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  still  very  good  for 
fishing,  and  the  bass  are  as  plentiful  as  ever.  They 
are  being  caught  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  all  over 
the  place.  From  the  piers  they  are  catching  them 
with  a  paternoster  baited  with  scjuid,  pilchard,  or 
worms,  or  with  throw  lines  with  revolving  booms 
and  treble  gut  hooks  baited  the  same  as  above. 
From  the  boats  they  are  using  a  whiffing  line 
mounted  with  a  light  lead  and  trace  with  hook, 
white  india-rubber  sand-eel,  plano-convex  minnow, 
or  dead  prawn  ;  they  are  also  anchoring  the  boat  in 
a  tideway,  and  using  drift  lines  with  pipe  leads  at 
intervals,  and  a  hook  baited  with  squid,  live  prawns, 
or  soft  green  crab.  We  do  not  get  the  sand-launce 
here,  or  we  should  use  them.  Large  quantities  of 
these  fish  are  being  taken  daily,  and  by  people  who 
scarcely  have  any  idea  of  fishing.  There  are  plenty 
of  pollack,  whiting,  and  pouting. — Wii.  Heaedeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsey  (Isle  of  Man).— Fishing  is  now  at  its 
best.  Large  catches  of  pollack,  skate,  conger, 
whiting,  and  plaice.  Two  gentlemen,  on  Aug.  10, 
caught  fifty  bream  in  forty  minutes,  fishing  with 
rods.  The  bay  is  also  full  of  mackerel ;  boats  are 
having  large  catches.  Weather  is  fine,  and  looks 
settled. — W.  Cubbon. 

Walmer.— A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
catches  have  been  confined  principally  to  pouting, 
with  occasional  dabs.  A  few  codling  of  small  size  have 
also  been  taken,  but  no  whiting  have  yet  put  in  an 
appearance,  Walmer  Castle  hole  is  still  a  favourite 
spot.  Most  of  the  fish  have  been  taken  in  its 
neighbourhood. — Chables  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — With  the  fine  weather  the  fishing 
here  has  improved  very  much.  Good  bass  and 
pollack  have  been  taken.  A  B.S.A.S.  member  and 
his  son  have  had  some  very  good  takes ;  one  day 
they  had  139,  amongst  them  some  very  fine  pollack. 
The  mackerel  have  again  turned  up  in  the  West 
Bay,  so  we  may  now  look  for  some  good  hook-and- 
line  fishing.  On  Friday  (Aug.  7)  a  salmon  of  61b. 
was  taken  in  a  net  in  Weymouth  Bay,  and  when 
opened  a  gurnet  weighing  2oz.  was  found  in  the 
stomach ;  it  could  not  have  been  swallowed  very 
long,  as  the  digestive  process  had  only  affected  the 
fins.  After  reading  your  article  on  sahnon  food 
some  time  ago  I  thought  this  might  be  of  interest. 
On  the  24th,  26th,  27th,  and  28th,  the  competition 
for  the  B.S.A.S.  medals  (one  silver  and  three 
bronze)  and  other  prizes  offered  by  the  Weymouth 
Angling  Association  will  take  place,  followed  on  the 
latter  date  by  a  dinner,  at  which  the  prizes  and 
medals  will  be  distributed.  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
forward  particulars  to  any  member  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
who  might  like  to  join  us.— A.  H,  Roberts. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Kow  Ready, 
price  2J.  net,  or  post  free  for  2j.  24  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser  s 
Cabinet  of  De^^ces  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  W  et  Fly 
for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H  G.  MeCle  land, 
"Athenian"  of  the  PUMng  Gazette.  With  eighty  '  lustrations. 
Tliis  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2*.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  ilarston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lano,  London. 
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Sowings  6g  fl^c  33ag. 

"  The  man  of  no  occupation  is  the  only  free  man, 
provided  that  he  has  a  competency,  or  at  least  that  he 
is  m  no  actual  need  of  another's  help." 

— Chamfoet. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  sends  some 
excellent  literature  dealing  with  the  Norfolk  Broads 
and  district  generally,  and  I  may  say  that  after  a 
careful  perusal  of  the  innumerable  pleasures  await- 
mg  the  visitor  it  is  surprising  to  me  that  anyone 
should  ever  go  anywhere  else.  "  How  shall  I  get 
there  ? "  you  say.  Well,  a  glance  at  the  G.E.R. 
time-tables  will  show  that  the  travelling  can  be 
cheaply,  quickly,  and  comfortably  done,  while  for 
readmg  on  the  journey  I  can  recommend  "Sun 
Pictures  of  the  Norfolk  Broads,"  by  Payne  Jennings, 
with  letterpress  by  E.  R.  Suffling.  A  more  charm- 
mg  collection  of  photographs  could  not  be  desired. 
The  Broads  are  given  in  every  aspect  from  sunrise 
to  sunset,  and  the  natives  at  work  and  holiday- 
makers  at  play  are  fuUy  dealt  with,  while  to  each 
picture  IS  attached  a  pleasantly-worded  description. 
In  this  book  the  new-comer  will  find  much  to  rouse 
his  interest  and  curiosity,  and  the  habitu€  viiW  find 
many  mementoes  of  his  favourite  holiday-land. 
•  •  •  ♦  • 

Then  there  is  Jarrold'a  "Guide  to  Great  Yarmouth 
and  District,"  in  which  there  is  set  forth  much 
varied  and  useful  information,  such  as  "Routes  for 
Cyclists."  "Local  Cab  Fares,"  "Where  to  Shop," 
and  "The  best  Fishing  Stations."  The  guide  is 
brightly  written,  and  contains  many  full-page  illus- 
trations. A  pleasing  feature  is  the  suitable  quotation 
that  heads  every  page  and  chapter.  Visitors,  for 
instance,  are  invited  to  "come  unto  these  yellow 
sands";  fishermen  are  told  that  "the  merry  fish 
are  playing";  the  tired  dwellers  in  towns  are 
reminded  that  "  rural  sights  and  rural  sounds 
exhilarate  the  spirit "  ;  and  so  on.  Numberless 
trips,  sights,  and  amusements  are  mentioned,  and  he 
would  be  a  jaded  pleasure-seeker  indeed  who  could 
not  find  enough  in  this  delightful  district  to  satisfy 
him  for  not  one  but  many  holidays. 

•  •  •  •  • 

These  books  may  be  obtained  from  the  G.E.R. 
stations  and  offices,  and  let  me  advise  all  who  get 
them  to  ask  also  for  "Holidays  in  East  Anglia" 
and  "Holidays  in  the  Eastern  Counties,"  both  by  Mr. 
Percy  Lindley.  The  former  work  embraces  Clacton, 
Dovercourt,  Felixstowe,  and  the  Broads,  and  has 
many  good  things  to  tell  us  of  them  all ;  wliilst 
the  latter  takes  in  Essex,  the  Constable  Country, 
Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Peterborough,  Cromer,  and 
many  other  interesting  towns.  Mr.  Lindley  has 
added  a  few  pages  on  "From  the  East  Coast  to  the 
Continent,"  reading  which  will,  I  think,  tempt 
many  holiday  folk  to  take  one  of  the  comfortable 
steamers  at  Harwich  and  indulge  in  the  inexpensive 
and  delightful  circular  tour  on  the  Continent  that 
has  now  been  arranged  by  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway. 


All  who  travel  for  health,  business,  or  pleasure 
cannot  do  better  than  provide  themselves  with 
"The  Handy  Hotel  Guide,"  published  by  the 
"Hotel  and  General  Advertising  Co.,"  price  two- 
pence. Herein  are  set  forth  and  sufficiently  de- 
scribed one  thousand  hotels,  ranging  up  and  down 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  vexed  question^  "Where  shall  we  stay?" 
arises  in  so  many  households  that  a  guide  of  this 
nature  giving,  as  it  does,  reliable  information  will 
be  found  invaluable.  All  the  hotels  mentioned 
have  been  visited  by  agents  and  their  status  verified 
from  practical  experience.  A  special  feature  is 
made  of  motor-car  accommodation,  and  details  as 
to  whether  petroleum  is  stocked  and  a  "  lock-up  " 
provided  are  also  given, 

Undeb  the  title  of  The  British  Inventor,  an 
admirable  little  monthly  has  made  a  bid  for  public 
favour.  It  is  full  of  useful  information,  costs  only 
Id.  monthly,  and  may  be  obtained  through  all 
newsagents  and  bookstalls.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  the  August  number: — "Inventors 
must  come  to  the  rescue  if  we  are  to  avoid  the 
trouble,  loss  of  life,  and  the  misery  caused  by 
drunken  mothers  in  our  midst.  The  degeneration 
of  a  large  portion  of  our  working  population  is 
easily  traced  to  the  gin-drinking  of  thousands  of 
women  in  our  large  towns.  Besides  the  murder  of 
600  babies  in  London  alone  every  year  by  mothers 
who,  in  a  more  or  less  drimken  state,  overlay  their 
infants,  over  56  per  cent,  of  the  children  of  inebriate 
women  die  before  they  are  two  years  old.  In  some 
places,  such  as  Blackburn,  nearly  300  out  of  every 
1000  infants  born  do  not  live  to  be  one  year  old. 
Mental  and  physical  deformities  are  caused  by 
drunkenness  in  motbere  either  before  or  soon  after 


the  birth  of  their  children.  In  London  alone  there 
are  200  epileptics  and  100,000  paupers,  while  the 
110,000  certified  lunatics  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  are  to  a  large  extent  due  to  drink  amongst 
women.  Not  a  few  of  the  terrible  cases  of  juvenile 
depravity  and  vicious  instincts  that  have  come 
before  the  public  of  late  years  have  arisen  from  the 
same  cause.  If  inventors  really  took  the  matter  in 
hand,  and  produced  a  temperance  drink  that  was 
stimulating,  wholesome,  and  without  the  nauseous 
taste  of  some  of  the  so-called  non-alcoholic  beverages, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  they  would  not  only  add  to 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  but 
would  do  a  good  thing  for  themselves," 

HiLAiBE  Belloc,  a  Frenchman  educated  in  Eng- 
land, has  achieved  a  fine  reputation  in  England  as 
a  writer  by  his  "  Danton,"  and  other  volumes.  He 
made  his  first  appearance  in  an  American  magazine 
in  the  Fiction  Number  of  Scribner's  with  a  vivid 
description  of  "The  Sea  Fight  off  Ushant,"  the 
famous  battle  in  which  took  place  the  sinking  of 
the  Vengeur.  Frank  Brangwyn,  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  illustrates  it  in  colours. 


The  recent  rains  have  had  much  to  answer  for 
lately.  A  good  story  in  this  connection  is  told  of 
Arthur  Farrants,  the  popular  host  of  the  "Bull 
and  Star  "  at  Putney.  A  meeting  was  in  progress 
at  his  hotel,  having  for  its  object  the  formation 
of  a  local  fishing  club ;  and  on  Farrants  being 
invited  to  become  a  member,  he  asked  to  be 
excused,  as  the  rules  of  his,  "The  Bandoelectras 
Angling  Club,"  prevented  his  joining  any  other, 
"The  what  club?"  they  shouted  in  chorus  and 
amazement.  "Well,"  explained  Arthur,  "it's  for 
fishing  from  the  bandstand  at  Earl's  Court  on  wet 
nights  only." 

The  Mick  he  would  a'fishing  go 
Whether  his  wife  would  let  him  or  no, 
Fishing  he  went— Ha  !  Ha  !  he  did, 
And  took  with  him  the  blessed  Kid. 

The  Kid  dressed  in  his  Sunday  best, 

Sailor's  suit  and  all  the  rest. 

Looked  grand  until — (it  makes  me  grin) — 

Until  he  went  and  tumbled  in. 

Poor  Mick  jumped  in  and  fished  him  out. 

And  saved  his  life  without  a  doubt. 

But  all  his  chums  now  say  'twas  wrong. 

To  bring  a  boy  to  hook  'em  on. 

In  answer  to  "Exodus,"  I  may  say  that  I  did 
intend  "wetting  a  line,"  but  about  half  an  hour 
before  starting  received  a  wire  from  that  eminent 
firm  of  electrical  engineers,  Messrs.  Flash  and 
Growler,  with  the  result  that  my  outing  has  been 
postponed — not  the  wetting,  that  came  all  right. 
No  matter;  if  we  don't  have  wet  we  have  drought, 
and  so  it  really  matters  nought.  I  do  know  where 
I  am  going,  wet  or  fine,  but  more  anon. 

'  L'homme  propose,"  etc.  I  intended  having  a 
few  hours  on  the  Lark — of  course  I  mean  the  river 
Lark,  in  Suffolk — but  was  prevented.  •  It  is  said  that 
prevention  is  better  than  cure ;  therefore  I  am 
cured.  Anyway,  Mr.  J.  Crocombe,  of  the  Crown 
Inn,  Icklingham,  tells  me  that  a  well-known  London 
angler  (Mr.  W.  Mackrell),  in  a  few  hours'  fishing, 
on  August  8,  captured  thirteen  roach,  weighing 
101b.,  largest  IJlb. 

The  North  Wolverhampton  Angling  Society  held 
their  annual  contest  recently  at  Acton,  in  water 
kindly  lent  by  Lord  Hatherton.  The 'first  prize  was 
won  by  Mr.  J.  Hill  with  fifty-three  fish.  The  remain- 
ing winners  were  Messrs.  J.  Holden,  Goodman,  J. 
Minshall,  J.  Lloyd,  G.  Eden,  F.  Croyden,  W.  Lees, 
S.  Price,  W.  Egerton,  W.  Hicken,  J.  Mason,  W. 
Head,  S.  Steventon,  and  T.  Wilkes. 


OuB  Lea  Reporter  records  a  fine  take  of  dace 
from  Hertford.  He  does  not  say  whether  from 
private  water  or  otherwise,  but  fifteen  dace  in  one 
outing  weighing  121b.  lOoz.  is  an  average  of  13Joz. ! 

'  Mb.  Fbank  S.  Hampson,  Churchgate,  Bolton, 
has  just  received  from  the  taxidermist  a  splendid 
pike,  weighing  when  caught  34Jlb.,  and  46in.  in 
ength.  This  fish  was  caught  with  a  spoon  bait  at 
Lochmaben,  near  Dumfries,  Scotland,  on  June  7, 
and  gave  about  two  hours'  exciting  sport."  Avery 
good  photograph  of  the  fish  accompanied  the  note. 

"My  word,  that's  a  fine  fish!"  exclaimed  the 
kindly  old  gentleman  on  the  Thames  bank.  "  Yes, 
that's  just  what  I'm  bothered  abaht,"  assented  the 
small  boy  with  the  rod,  gloomily.  "  It's  so  much 
bigger'n  any  think  that  dad's  caught  that  I'm  afraid 
to  take  it  home  !  " 


Spobt  is  looking  up  on  the  Thames.  Mr.  F. 
Adams  was  out  at  Maidenhead  on  Aug.  10,  in 
company  with  a  friend.  Wood,  better  known  as 
"Pikey,"  was  the  boatman.  In  a  few  hours  they 
took  401b.  of  roach  and  dace,  averaging  from  8oz.  to 
lib.,  and  a  chub  of  21b. 


At  Mr.  J.  Gillett's  emporium,  40,  Fetter-lane, 
there  is  to  be  seen  a  lordly  pike  weighing  301b. — 
that  is  to  say,  it  weighed  that  when  in  the  flesh, 
but  now  it  is  in  the  case.  It  is  47in,  in  length  and 
24in.  in  girth,  and  was  taken  from  an  English  lake. 
Two  rods  were  at  work,  and  out  of  a  take  of  thirty 

fish  all  were  returned  but  four.    Name,  Mr.  ; 

place,  .    Anyway,  this  is  quite  authentic,  and' 

I  wish  I  could  tell  my  brother  anglers  how  and 
where  to  go  and  do  likewise. 


"  That  unmitigated  nuisance,"  says  Rod  and  Oun 
in  Canada,  "the  German  carp,  in  addition  to  an 
already  heavy  arraignment,  has  to  answer  to  yet 
another  charge.  Originally  introduced  into  a  small 
stream  or  milldam  at  Newmarket,  Ontario,  it  got 
into  Lake  Simcoe  through  the  Holland  river,  and 
has  since  proved  itself  a  veritable  pirate,  destroying 
every  other  fish  inhabiting  its  waters,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  the  bass.  To  its  many  crimes 
are  now  added  the  destruction  of  the  beds  of  wild 
rice  in  Cook's  Bay,  Lake  Simcoe,  and  the  consequent 
driving  away  of  the  wild  duck.  This  particular  spot 
at  one  time  contained  many  hundreds  of  acres  of 
wild  rice,  and  was  the  feeding  ground  of  large 
numbers  of  duck  and  other  wild  fowl,  but  now 
there  is  not  a  blade  of  this  plant  to  be  seen. 
•  *  •  »  ♦ 

"  Alderman  O.  B.  Sheppard,  Dominion  Inspector 
of  Fisheries  for  Ontario,  recently  returned  from  an 
inspection  of  these  waters,  said  that  what  was  at 
one  time  the  very  best  duck  hunting  grounds  in  the 
province  had  been  destroyed.  The  carp  has  so  far 
resisted  all  efforts  at  its  destruction,  being  very 
tenacious  of  life  under  the  hardest  conditions,  and 
successfully  defied  the  best  laid  traps  for  its  captufe. 
In  addition  to  its  other  faults,  the  carp  has  not  even 
the  virtue  of  being  a  good  food  fish,  but  has  de- 
generated from  its  natural  fine-grained  condition  in 
its  native  German  waters  to  a  coarse-grained,  un- 
palatable fish,  in  its  new  surroundings.  "The  ultimate 
destruction  of  this  pest  is  a  problem  now  confronting 
the  fishery  departments  of  both  countries." 


The  Bishop  of  Durham,  presenting  prizes  at 
Barnard  Castle,  recently  spoke  upon  the  value  of 
language  and  literature.  He  said  there  was  so  little 
attention  given  to  the  King's  English  that  it  was  in 
danger.  Only  the  other  day  he  was  shown  a  letter 
from  a  young  clergyman  of  great  ability  and  fair 
position,  and  four-fifths  of  that  letter,  he  was 
ashamed  to  say,  consisted  of  slang.  Slang  was  all 
very  well  in  its  place,  but  the  very  opposite  when 
out  of  it.  He  besought  them  to  maintain  pure 
English,  and  preserve  intact  the  grandest  language 
that  ever  was  upon  the  earth.  When  people  got 
old  they  were  disposed  to  prophesy,  and  he  some- 
times thought  the  English  language  would  soon  bo 
nothing  else  but  slang  and  initials. 

Shooting  fish  seems  queer  sport,  but  it  is  a  very 
popular  one  off  the  Florida  coast.  In  the  warm, 
clear  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  may  be  seen, 
basking  on  the  surface,  numbers  of  huge  flat  fish, 
with  immense  back  fins  and  no  tail  at  all.  These 
queer  brutes  average  5ft.  to  6ft.  long,  and  half  a 
ton  in  weight.  Their  flesh  is  useless  for  eating,  but 
a  lot  of  valuable  oil  is  got  from  the  liver.  In  colour 
the  svmfish  is  grayish  above,  white  below,  and 
phosphorescent  at  night.  One  of  his  peculiarities 
is  that  his  mouth  is  about  the  size  of  a  small  cod- 
fish, and  another  that  his  food  consists  entirely  of 
seaweeds  of  different  kinds. 


Mb.  J.  H.  RowE,  of  78,  Market  Jew-street, 
Penzance  (the  B.S.A.S.  agent],  sends  an  account 
of  five  days'  fishing  by  Mr.  Rosenthal.  The  dates 
were  Aug.  3,  5,  6,  7,  and  10.  In  all  he  captured 
1 55  fish — twenty -five  pollack,  three  mackerel,  thirty- 
six  bream,  nine  gurnard,  seventeen  pouting,  fifty- 
six  wrasse,  two  conger,  three  whiting,  two  scad,  one 
hake,  and  one  dory.  Truly  "a  mixed  bag!" 
Yet,  according  to  Mr.  W.  Hoarder's  list  of  edible 
fish  for  the  month,  Mr.  Rosenthal  might  have 
added  herring,  bass,  mullet,  anchovy,  pilchard,  tub, 
piper,  ray,  smelt,  salmon,  peal,  trout,  sole,  flounder, 
plaice,  dab,  mary-sole,  halibut,  turbot,  brill,  and 
aunce.  Mr.  Rowe  does  not  give  the  total  weight  of 
Mr.  Rosenthal's  catch,  but  the  two  heaviest  pollack 
were  121b.  each,  and  largest  whiting  2 Jib.  The 
hake  weighed  101b.  I  congratulate  you,  Mr. 
Rosenthal ;  keep  the  fish  together  a  bit  ready 
for  Dbaonet. 
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mttat  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  during  the  past  few  days  has  been  above 
the  average  on  the  Severn  in  the  upper  reaches 
near  to  Shrewsbury.  Some  very  fine  catches  have 
been  had  by  some  of  our  Birmingham  anglers. 
Messrs.  Hartwright  and  Kimberley,  of  the  Golden 
Cross  Society,  had  two  nice  catches  on  Saturday 
last ;  the  former  gentleman  had  a  nice  mixed  basket 
offish,  which  turned  the  scale  at  22^1b.,  and  the  latter 
gentleman  had  about  201b.,  the  best  fish  being  a 
chub  of  over  2^1b. ;  below  Shrewsbury  and  down  to 
Hampton  Lode  some  very  good  fish  have  been 
taken.  On  the  Avon  sport  has  also  been  good ; 
some  fine  bream  have  been  taken  both  with  the 
worm  and  stewed  wheat.  In  the  Corporation  water 
at  Stratford,  baskets  up  to  301b.  have  been  taken, 
and  the  roach  have  also  been  on  the  feed  at 
Fladbury,  Pershore,  Echiagton,  and  Defford;  some 
good  fish  have  been  taken  at  the  latter  place  below 
the  Rough  Hills  and  down  towards  the  rail  way ;  decent 
fish  have  also  been  taken  from  the  Wyre  Meadow 
below  the  Mill.  On  the  Trent  sport  has  also  been 
above  the  average;  roach,  perch,  and  chub  have 
been  taken,  and  some  good  catches  have  been 
made  at  Alrewaa  by  the  members  of  the  Midland 
Piscatorials.  Some  good  roach  have  been  taken 
from  the  canal  here.  The  members  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Heath  Society  have  taken  some  good 
bream  from  the  deep  water  above  the  Mill  at 
Amiogton,  and  also  some  good  sized  perch 
from  the  shallow  water  below  the  Mill.  A  large 
number  of  anglers  have  visited  the  Arrow  at 
Wixford,  and  they  have  succeeded  in  taking 
good  catches  of  dace  and  chub.  Pool  fishing  has 
been  excellent  all  round  Birmingham,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  canals. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Bain  has  fallen  in  some  parts  of  the  district,  but 
not  in  sufficient  volume  to  change  the  condition  of 
the  waters,  which  are  still  running  clear.  Two 
rods  fishing  north  and  south  of  the  Neslam  Bridge 
landed  nearly  forty  fish.  Bream  fishermen  have 
done  tolerably  well  in  the  deeper  swims  of  the 
Witham.  The  best  sport  has  been  had  by  those 
operating  from  a  boat,  and  two  Sheffielders  thus 
equipped  made  a  capital  bag  last  week,  included  in 
which  were  four  fish  averaging  51b.  apiece.  From 
the  minor  drains  in  the  Boston  district  there  is  not 
much  to  report,  and  it  is  feared  that  little  will  be 
done  until  the  waters  undergo  a  change.  I  hear 
that  the  Black  Sluice  Drainage  Commissioners 
have  decided  to  stock  the  Forty-foot  with  black 
bass  in  order  to  improve  the  fishing. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Ferriby  Sluice,  on  the  River  Ancholme,  was 
en  jele  on  Bank  Holiday,  for  two  steamboat  loads  of 
anglers,  with  their  wives  and  sweethearts,  landed 
from  Hull,  the  occasion  being  the  annual  members' 
match  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, when  353  members  competed  for  cups,  medals, 
and  other  prizes.  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall,  of  the 
Central  Hull  Association,  was  declared  the  winner 
of  the  first  prize  with  51b.  9|oz.,  and  the  next  four, 
Messrs.  J.  Simmonds,  51b.  l:^oz. ;  J.  Read,  41b. 
UJoz. ;  T.  Barber,  41b.  lljoz. ;  and  J.  Carter, 
4lb.  4Joz.  The  remaining  lorty-six  prizes  were 
secured  with  weights  ranging  from  31b.  1 5^oz.  down 
to  lib.  e^oz.  The  four  silver  cups  and  uoid  medals 
were  taken  as  follows :  first,  by  the  Central  Hull 
A.  A.'8  team  with  an  aggregate  of  131b.  2Joz.  ; 
second,  Kingston  Rovers  A.  C.  with  101b.  7oz.  ; 
third,  Alexandra  A.  A.,  and  fourth  by  the  Kingston 
Rovers'  second  team.  About  fifty- five  teams 
entered.  Sport  continues  good  on  most  parts  of 
the  Ancholme,  and  bream  up  to  31b.  each  and 
roach  up  to  lib.  6oz.  taken,  worms  and  maggots 
being  the  chief  baits.  Sport  continues  good  also 
on  the  Ludd,  both  at  Austin  Fen,  Firebeacon,  and 
Thoresby  Bridge.  The  river  Hull  is  in  good  trim 
this  week,  and  roach  taking  both  maggot  and  paste 
freely.  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman,  on  Aug.  7,  secured  a 
grand  sample  of  fish  with  paste  at  Wawne,  roach 
up  to  lib.  and  dace  up  to  Jib. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Levenshulme  A.S.  have  arrived  at  the  fifth 
stage  of  their  championship  competition,  and  will 
reach  the  final  on  Sept.  5.  On  Aug.  8,  in  the  fifth 
stage.  Messrs.  T.  D.  Sykes,  C.  H.  Robinson,  and 
T.  Tulley  were  the  first  three  in  order  of  merit.  It 
is  very  pleasing  to  hear  that  the  Dixon  Green  A.S. 
are  now  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  worthily 
upholding  the  policy  proclaimed  when  it  was  started. 
Guided  by  the  best  of  sportsmanlike  ideas,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  success  has  attended  the  promoters. 


To-morrow  the  Gorton  A.S.  are  due  at  Althorpe  to 
fish  the  second  contest ;  forty-five  rods  are  expected 
to  turn  iout  to  compete  for  twenty-seven  prizes. 
The  Convivial  A.S.  disposed  of  all  their  prizes  at 
Broken  Cross,  Mr.  T.  Appleton  taking  the  first.  The 
Boathouse  A.S.,  fishing  the  Irlam  waters,  had  fairly 
good  luck  with  their  match,  only  two  failing  to 
catch.  Mr.  J.  Mills,  with  l^lb.,  heads  the  list.  At 
Warrington  the  local  association  is  very  busy  with 
the  usual  annual  association  contests. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  usual  lull  after  any  popular  holiday  is 
strongly  in  evidence  in  this  city.  Why  this  should 
be  is  not  easily  answered.  But  still  one  or  two 
things  can  be  mentioned.  Anglers  with  a  limited 
purse  cannot  always  be  away  angling,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  those  blessed  with  plenty  of  this  world's 
goods  are  away  shooting,  after  putting  down  the  rod 
and  taking  up  the  gun.  It  can  be  said  that  shooters 
must  get  up  much  earlier  than  anglers,  or  birds  would 
not  be  on  sale  by  noon  on  August  12,  and  business 
gentlemen  able  to  carry  home  a  brace  to  tea  with  a 
decidedly  gamy  smell  on  them.  The  Ardwick 
Angling  Society  are  evidently  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition and  justly  proud  of  the  half-yearly  balance 
sheet  presented  at  the  last  meeting.  There  is  every 
pro  pect  of  more  city  teams  entering  for  the  Bridg- 
water Challenge  Shield  than  has  been  the  case  for 
several  past  years,  and  if  this  trophy  were  actually 
located  in  Manchester  City  it  would  certainly  be  a 
surprise.    The  BoUin  continues  to  fish  very  well. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  have  been  less  numerous  since  the 
holidays,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  supplies 
of  lobworm.  Bright  nights,  and  a  comparative 
absence  of  rain,  have  been  the  primary  cause 
of  the  scarcity.  For  barbelling  plenty  of  "  lobs  " 
must  be  at  command  if  sport  out  of  the 
common  order  is  to  be  enjoyed.  A  few  nights 
ago  a  very  good  barbel  of  7^1b.  was  caught 
by  a  Beeston  angler  at  the  foot  of  Beeston  weirs, 
and  a  few  fish  have  again  been  forthcoming  from 
Colwick,  Holme  Pierrepont,  and  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Wilford  waters.  In  Mr.  Joseph  Webster's 
(Ferry  Boat  Inn)  ballast  pit,  Messrs.  H.  Howe,  C. 
Cooke,  and  H.  Marshall '  have  landed  pike  from 
41b.  to  61b.  each.  Mr.  Howe  had  also  a  chub  of 
41b.,  whilst  another  Nottingham  visitor  secured  a 
grand  perch  of  2f  lb.  Large  quantities  of  roach  and 
small  bream  have  come  from  the  Grantham  Canal, 
in  the  Cotgrove  and  Stathern  districts,  and  roach 
have  again  shown  sport  to  creed  wheat  at  Shardlow, 
Cavendish  Bridge,  Sawley,  Barton,  and  other 
popular  resorts.  Gentles  have  accounted  for  dace 
and  occasional  chub. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  in  excellent  con- 
dition and  the  weather  fine  but  windy.  A  great 
number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  numerous  com- 
petitions have  taken  place  on  the  Severn,  Avon, 
and  theTeme,  but  in  neither  of  them  have  the  takes 
of  fish  been  really  good.  On  Aug.  6  the  Worcester 
City  Club  had  their  third  contest  at  Knightsford 
Bridge,  in  the  Teme.  Mr.  John  Stokes  won  the 
cup  with  a  mixed  basket  of  fish,  the  dace  being  very 
fine.  Mr.  H.  Blackwell  was  second  and  Mr.  W. 
Heritage  third.  The  Prince  of  Wales'  Club  had 
their  second  competition  in  the  Avon  at  Defford 
on  Aug.  9,  Mr.  L.  Knight  winning  the  first 
prize,  G.  Aldington  second,  and  J.  Witty  third. 
The  Upton-on-Severn  Star  Club  had  a  contest  in 
their  club  water,  the  Ham ;  Mr.  F.  .James,  jun.,  was 
easily  first;  second,  C.  Evans;  third,  F.  James,  sen. 
In  this  river,  near  Camp,  a  member  of  the  Worcester 
Working  Men's  Club  caught  101b.  of  nice  roach 
with  creed  wheat  and  paste.  A  little  higher  up 
the  river,  Mr.  A.  Johnson,  71b.  roach  and  dace  with 
the^^maggot.  Mr.  H.  Smith,  two  fine  bream  and  four- 
teen good  roach  with  the  wheat. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  have  got  into  excellent  condition  since 
the  improvement  in  the  weather  began,  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  trying  winds  sport  has  been  possible 
under  more  enjoyable  ( circumstances  than  have 
been  experienced  for  a  long  time  past.  Numerous 
anglers  have  been  out  lately,  most  of  them  in  con- 
nection with  various  local  clubs,  whose  matches 
afford  agreeable  pastime  during  the  season.  Many 
fine  roach  have  been  secured,  and  good 
eels,  chub,  and  perch  creeled.  Some  good 
catches  of  pike  are  also  recorded  from  local 
and  district  waters.  The  Ouse,  Derwent,  and  Foss 
continue  to  yield  good  mixed  fishing.  Fly  fishing 
in  the  Codbeck  and  Wiske,  near  Thirsk,  has  been 
greatly  helped  by  the  sunshine  and  warmth.  A 
large  number  of  the  trout  which  abound  in  the 
Codbeck  are  on  the  move.  Maggot  and  wasp  grub 
have  been  responsible  for  nice  baskets  of  perch  and 


other  coarse  fish  in  the  vicinity  of  Kirby  Wiske. 
Another  destructive  bait  was  the  minnow,  used 
in  bottom  fishing.  Several  York  memberti 
of  the  Black  Ox  A. A.  have  made  good 
reports  of  their  doings  among  the  dace,  gray- 
ling, and  trout  in  Bedale  Beck. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled  since  la-st 
notes,  and  sport  has  suffered  in  consequence.  In 
the  Kerry  lakes  sport  has  been  very  poor  as  far  as 
salmon  or  peal  are  concerned,  but  at  Waterville 
sea-trout  have  generally  afforded  good  sport.  The 
north  Kerry  rivers  on  a  couple  of  days  yielded  some 
nice  s  port  at  salmon  and  sea-trout.  Trouting  is 
making  a  fair  show  on  the  majority  of  the  Ulster 
waters.  On  the  Donegal  lakes  sea-trout  are  now 
coming  better  to  the  fly.  Sea  fishing  has  been 
resumed  generally  around  the  Irish  coasts  with 
varying  success.  At  the  principal  stations  on  the 
south-western  and  western  coasts  pollack  have 
given  good  sport. 


^ofcs  from  tf)e  "^ortJ). 

Heb  Royal  Highness,  the  Duchess  of  Fife, 
went  up  to  Mar  Lodge  on  Friday,  Aug.  7,  where 
she  will  now  be  salmon  angling  daily  till  the  close 
of  the  season.  Those  who  have  been  on  the  spot 
say  the  chances  of  sport  were  never  better.  Her 
Royal  Highness  is  a  fly  fisher  for  preference, 
although  in  a  turbid,  coloured  water  she  can  do  a 
spin  with  the  Devon  or  natural  minnow.  Her  flies 
as  a  rule  are  dressed  for  her  on  heavy  double  hooks, 
so  as  to  sink  well. 


The  August  Dun,  Orange  Fly,  and  Cinnamon  are 
the  three  favourite  trout  flies  for  August  on  high- 
land lochs  and  streams.  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Per^h, 
recommends  these  for  general  use.  The  Black 
Gnat  might  be  added  as  a  sure  killer  after  sundown. 

Sea-trout,  when  fresh  from  the  sea,  will  take 
almost  any  lure — Devon  (bright),  tube  (red  and 
white),  fly,  all  sorts  and  sizes,  worm,  eel-tail,  etc. 
But  once  in  the  fresh  water  for  a  few  hours  and  it 
needs  some  "  far  and  fine  "  angling  to  get  it. 

I  have  often  taken  finnock  in  tidal  waters  on  the 
roughest  of  rough  sea-flies,  and  am  not  surprised  at 
the  experience  of  an  old  angler  one  day  last  week 
from  the  north  breakwater  at  Aberdeen.  He  was 
ripping  for  coal-fish  with  a  string  of  six  flies  (rough 
hook  with  a  bit  of  gaudy  feather  for  dressing), 
when  a  shoal  of  sea-trout  (finnock)  came  past,  and 
three  times  in  succession  the  whole  of  his  hooks 
were  covered. 


The  Prince  of  Wales'  boys  are  enjoying  some 
trouting  on  the  Gormack — a  prolific  little  bum  that 
debouches  into  the  Dee  near  the  Castle.  The 
Queen,  when  Princess  of  Wales,  was  fond  of  a  day 
on  this  little  stream,  and  on  one  occasion  she  had  a 
basket  of  four  dozen  nice  trout.  I  have  often 
fished  it  when  a  lad,  and  when  it  was  a  choice 
between  the  burn  and  Lochnagar,  I  chose  the  burn. 


On  Aug.  26  most  of  the  nets  will  be  "  off  "  for  the 
season,  after  which  all  the  fish  will  be  at  the  chance 
of  the  angler.  If  present  indications  count  for 
much,  the  coming  back-end  will  be  a  good  one  both 
in  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout. 


Last  week  Mr.  W.  Lindsay,  jun.,  Aberdeen,  had 
some  very  nice  baskets  on  his  Pitmedden  Don 
water,  although  the  conditions  were  anything  but 
favourable.  On  Aug.  6  he  had  a  yellow  trout  of 
21b.,  and  on  the  7th  two  of  IJlb.  and  Iflb.,  in 
addition  to  big  baskets  otherwise,  all  to  the  tly. 

For  sea-trout  (finnock,  herling,  or  whitling),  brown 
trout,  with  the  chances  of  a  salmon  or  grilse,  the 
Ugie,  Deveron,  Findhorn,  and  Speymouth  are 
about  as  good  spots  as  can  be  got  within  easy 
reach.  The  Deeside  Hydro,  Murtle,  has  good  back- 
end  angling  on  four  mOes  of  the  Dee  on  easy  terms 
for  those  staying  there.  Speciax  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  S.i 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
15,319.    W.  M.  Sandison,  46,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 
London.     Improvements  in  or  relating 
to  the  treatment  of  fish,  fish  refuse,  and 
the  like. 

15,465.  T.  B.  Donaldson,  8,  QuaUty-court, 
Chancery-lane.  Improvements  relating  to 
trawling  gear,  fishing  gear,  or  apparatus. 

15,615,  C.  liraft't,  18,  Buckingham-street,  Strund. 
Improvements  in  fishing  devices. 
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AlSrOLERS>   HOTELS,   FISHIJ^^O    QUARTERS,    &c.    [See  also  p.  vi. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  tlie  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  Kiver  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Goli  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Eoom  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MA.CDONALD,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sulherlandshire,  N,B. 

MALCOLM  MCINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Kesort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day,  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 

Good  Free  Fishing"  in  River 
and  Loch. 


Salmon,  Sea-Trout,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch. 

BOARD-RESIDENCE,  GARTREFLE, 
LOCH  MABEN,  N.B. 

Miss  Rutherfurd  has  taken  out  Licenses 
in  Preserved  Water  for  the  benefit  of  her 
visitors. 


ORKNEY. 

Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Pishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Masons  Arms  Hotel. 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly, 

Tliere  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £.3  3s.  For 
pai'ticulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OXJGHTERARD. 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  sani- 
tary ari-angements  on  tlie  most  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON, '  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHINU  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  DeiTy- 
mannin,  and  AJick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  CroUy,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 

GORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  Eiver 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Ofiflce  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams, 
"  Flynn,  Ballina." 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughtepard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Conlb,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  and  Snipe  Shooting.  Very  large  Pike 
have  been  captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been 
additionally  enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2 
sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water), 
and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel 
tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


SWTEENEY'S  MOTE  11, 

(Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Bosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+ milea 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  beat.  Xerma 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNEES,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,  CO.  DERRY. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9s. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2  ;  week,  7s.  6rf  • 
and  day,  2s.  6rf.— toflsh  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toorae.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5s.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publlihen, 
Price  8«.  6di 


BOYLE'S    HOTEL,  DUNGLOE, 

CO.  DONEGAL. 
Salmon  Fishing,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout  Fishing. 
Lough  Anure,  CroUy  River,  and  Rosses  Fishery. 
Best  and  cheapest  to  be  obtained  in  Ireland. 
Situated  in  the  Donegal  Highlands,  within  three 
miles  of  Lough  Meala  ;  Dungloe  Road  Railway 
Station.  Splendid  mountain  and  coast  scenery. 
Sea  Fishing.  Boyle's  Hotel  commands  a  fine  view 
of  Dungloe  Bay.  Good  accommodation  and  all 
information  as  regards  Fishing  can  be  obtained  at 
Hotel. 


THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Novtli  mra.les. 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  'Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Terms,  £2  12j>'.  6(Z.  per  week.  Station :  Glyncei- 
riog  Ilia  Chirk.   Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Ruabon. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CKOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.'W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  sd.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
iishing,  tliis  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leveu  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Bertha  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £t  5s.  per  week.— Wadswoeth,  St. 
Ives.  Hunts 


GENTLEMAN  REQUIRES 

GOOD  COARSE  FISHING, 

near  London,  with  accommodation  over  week- 
ends. —  Apply  G.  SiMPLJS,  49,  Werter  Road, 
Putney. 


GOOD  GUT,  SEA,  OR  EEL  HOOKS, 

Two  dozen,  5^d.  3  yard  casts, 
two,  5d. ;  varioiLS,  FREE.  Terms, 
Cash. — Angler,  48,  High  Street, 
Sutton,  Surrey. 


Salmon  &  White  Trout  Fishing- 
in  Doneg"al. 

WANTED,  one  or  two  EODS  to  join 
advertiser  for  16  days.  Leave  London 
August  27.  £15  15s.  each  covers  all 
expenses. — Particulars,  "  H.,"  Florence 
Villa,  "Vincent  Road,  West  Green, 
London,  N. 


WORMS  IN  MOSS. 

Fresh  daily.  Brandlings,  Maidendews, 
Marsh  Reds,  &c.  :  300  1/6;  500,  2/0; 
1,000,  3/6.  Large  Lobs,  for  Salmon  or 
Barbel  fishing,  1/6  per  100.  All  carriage 
paid.  Note  the  address — T.  Holmes, 
10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds.  The  Oldest 
Bait  Dealers  in  the  City. 


Angrlera  wisliins  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Pishing  the  Dove  and  Iiaak  Walton  Oonntry 

SHOULD  ADVBRTISB  IH 

The  Ashbonrne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record 

"Wanted"  odiiM.,  18  uordt.  ed. ;  10  taordJ.  II.,  prepaid. 

Address :  News  0£Bee,  Ashbourne. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Luxurious  and  Inexpensive  Travel. 
Sailings  Weekly. 
TEOUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajaua. 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.    For  full  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,HelsinKfors. 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 


SGRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  MONTHLY. 
CONTENTS  of  No.  200.   VOL.  XXXIV. 


AUGUST,  1903. 

Frontispiece  —  Drawing  to  accompany 
".Sanctuary."  Walter  Appleton  Clark. 
Reproduced  in  colours. 

The  County  Fair.  Nelson  Li.oyd.  Illus- 
trations by  Edwin  B.  Child.  Reproduced 
>  in  colours. 

The  Grass  of  Parnassus.  Poem.  John 

FlNLEY. 

Sanctuary.  Edith  Wharton.  Part  I.  (To 
be  continued.)  Illustrations  by  WALTER 
Appleton  Clark. 
The  Sea-Fight  off  Ushant.  Hilaire 
Belloc,  Author  of  "Danton,"  etc.  Illus- 
trations by  Frank  BRANOwrN.  Repro- 
duced in  colours. 
The  Symphony.    Poem.    Robert  Haven 

.Schauffler. 
The   Burglar  and  the  Lady.  Jesse 
Lynch  Williams.    Illustrations  by  Karl 
Anderson. 

The  Little  Shepherd  of  Kingrdom 
Come.  Chaps.  XXVII-XXXI.  (Con- 
chided.)  John  Eox,  Jun.  Illustration  by 
F.  C.  YOHN. 
Harvest  Time.  Poem.  Martha  Fenner. 
In  Quiet  Ways.  Poem.  Beatrice  Hanscom. 
Illustrations  by  Edwin  B.  Child,  and 
decorations  by  C.  E.  Hopper.  Printed  in  tint. 
The  Little  Revenge.  Mart  R.  S.  Andrews. 

Illustrations  by  A.  I.  KELLER. 
The  Flying  Russian.  Frederick  Palmer. 

Illustrations  by  CoRwiN  Knapp  Linson. 
The    Princess    and    the  IMicrobe. 
Margaret  Sherwood.     Illustrations  by 
J.  J.  Gould.    Reproduced  in  tint. 
■Miss  IVIartin's  Hour.   Anne  O'Haqan. 
The  Point  of  View— THE  OTHER  VIEW 
OF    "MANNERS  "-AN  ASTROLOGICAL 
SUGGESTION. 
The  Field  of  Art— THE  SKY-SCRAPER 
PROBLEM  (Montgomery  Schdyler). 

LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  B.C. 
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AND  AFTER. 

AUGUST,  1903.      Price  23.  6d. 


I.  The   Fiscal    Poliey  of 

Germany.  By  Otto  Eltzbacher. 

II.  Suggestions    for   a  Com- 
mercial Treaty  with  Australia.  By 

Allerdale  Grainger  (Agent-General 
for  South  Australia). 

III.  Free  Trade  and  Ppoteetion 

from  the  Workman's  Point  of  View. 

By  M.  Maltman  Barrie. 

IV.  Tlie  Japanisation  of  China. 

By  George  Lynch. 

V.  The  Ornaments  Rubric 

according  to  the  Courts.    By  E. 

Blackwood  Wright. 

VI.  A  Papal  Conclave  and  its 

Chronicler.   By  Edith  Sellers. 

VII.  Some  Facts  about  Madem- 
oiselle de  Lespinasse.  By  Camilla 

Jebb. 

VIII.  Civilisation  and  Babylonia. 

By  C.  F.  Lehmann. 

IX.  Charles  Reade's  Novels.  By 

Walter  Frewen  Lord. 

X.  The  Lost  Art  of  Singing— 

(concluded).    By  M.  A.  R.  TUKER. 

XI.  Benjamin    Jowett  —  Some 

Recollections.   By  Cornelia  Sorabji. 

XII.  The  Bane  of  Borrowing. 

By  J.  W.  Cross. 

XIII.  "The   Granary   of  the 

Empire."  By  Robert  Machray. 

XIV.  Permanent    Ofiieials  and 

National  Inefficiency,  By  J.  Bybrs 
Maxwell. 

XV.  Last  Month.   By  Sir  Wemyss 

reid. 

LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dumtan's  House, 
FXTTEB  LAHE,  FLBET  SIBEET,  B.C. 
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Associations,  etc. 


ANGLfiHs'  Association. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Aug.  17,  at  8  p.m.  Will  delegates 
bear  in  mind  that  only  by  showing  their  new  season's 
delegate  ticket  will  their  votes  be  recorded.— R.  G. 
woodkutf. 

Beitish  Sea  Anglebs'  Society. 

After  the  holidays  meetings  were  resumed  on 
Wednesday  at  better-lane,  where,  with  Mr.  G.  A. 
MauU  in  the  chair,  'reports  from  twenty  of  the 
society's  stations  were  read,  showing  that  at  the 
Cornish,  Irish,  and  Scotch  stations  fishing  had  been 
fairly  brisk,  in  spite  of  the  unsettled  weather. 
Letters  and  reports  from  members  reported  good 
fishing  at  Flamborough,  and  moderate  fishing  at 
Bognor  and  Weymouth.  Deal  had  proved  a  blank, 
but  at  Salcombe,  Mr.  G.  A.  Maull  had  been  taking 
pollack  and  bream.  Bass  scarce.  At  Penzance,  fair 
sport  and  good  takes  of  pollack,  hake,  conger,  and  a 
few  mackerel,  whiting,  and  dory.  From  Mallaig  (In- 
verness) a  member  and  his  wife  had  been  enjoying 
very  good  sport  with  haddock,  cod,  flatfish,  and 
ling.  Mr.  T.  Roberts  had  taken  at  Ramsgate  a 
niunber  of  dabs,  but  circumstances  were  not 
favourable.  Mr.  Bates  reported  that  sport  at 
Fowey  had  been  very  bad  for  over  two  months, 
Mr.  Tucker,  at  Dover,  had  gales  of  wind,  but 
reported  that  the  contractor's  diving-bell  was 
catching  pollack  of  fair  size — forty  at  a  time ;  bait, 
the  electric  light.  Mr.  Minchin,  with  Mr.  Mallett, 
at  Southwick,  had  moderate  sport.  Mr.  Sum- 
mers, at  Newhaven,  fifty  flat  fish  on  Aug.  9, 
but  on  Monday  (Aug.  10)  could  not  get  one. 
The  secretary,  Mr.  Pickup,  reported  that  owing  to 
the  favourable  reports  received  as  to  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  stations,  a  number  of  the  members  had 
announced  to  him  their  intention  to  fish  them 
during  the  coming  holiday  time.  He  also  called 
attention  to  the  quarterly  report  of  the  Lancashire 
and  Western  Sea  Fisheries  Joint  Committee 
announcing  as  a  result  of  the  precautions  taken  to 
protect  the  breeding  grounds  a  very  large 
increase  in  the  take  of  their  district  of  soles  and 
other  fish,  with  good  hand  -  line  fishing  for 
cod  in  the  Barrow  Channel,  and  off  Morecambe. 
The  dates  for  the  annual  competition  at  Deal  were 
officially  announced  for  Nov.  14  and  following  days 
for  boat  fishing ;  and  on  Nov.  21  and  following  days 
for  the  pier  fishing.  At  this  latter  one  the  new 
John  Biokerdyke  cup  will  be  competed  for  for  the 
first  time.  The  meetings  at  8  p.m.  on  Wednesday 
have,  after  the  holidays,  been  resumed  at  4,  Fetter- 
lane. — Hon.  Repobtee. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  presided  on  Tuesday.  Several 
fishing  reports  were  made ;  amongst  others,  Mr. 
Fosbrooke,  from  the  Mole,  four  dozen  roach ;  Mr. 
Hurren,  from  Henley,  roach ;  Mr.  Wertheim,  from 
Hampton  and  Moulsey,  roach.  Mr.  Gilbert  showed 
a  very  nice  mixed  bag  of  thirty  or  forty  chub, 
roach,  and  dace,  from  Datchet.  The  chairman  had 
also  fished  with  considerable  success.  Mr.  Taylor, 
fishing  off  Southend,  had  been  nearly  drowned 
upon  one  occasion  during  the  recent  stormy 
weather,  when  the  yacht  from  which  he  fished  had 
been  completely  capsized,  tackle  and  everything 
else  being  lost;  still,  amongst  the  fish  shown 
was  a  small  shark  taken  by  him,  of  dubious 
species,  but  not  apparently  of  the  common  dog-fish 
kind  so  often  captured.  Mr.  Taylor  also  exhibited 
a  splendid  specimen,  of  magnificent  coloration,  of 
the  rare  opah  or  king-fish  {Lampris  luna)  taken  in 
the  North  Sea,  and  weighing  nearly  801b.  A  vote 
of  thanks  was  received  by  Mr.  Taylor  for  this 
remarkable  and  instructive  exhibit ;  and  thanks 
were  also  given  to  Mr.  Hurren  for  his  presentation 
of  a  most  useful  book.  The  usual  toast  having 
been  duly  honoured,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man concluded  the  proceedings.  Programme  of 
fixtures  and  meetings  for  the  next  six  months  is 
now  ready  for  distribution. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  J,  Hayward  presided  at  both  committee 
and  ordinary  meetings  of  this  society  on  Tuesday 
last.  The  programme  for  September  was 
arranged,  and  will  shortly  be  posted  to  the  members. 
The  Kelvedon  water  has  yielded  good  bags  of 
capital  roach  during  the  past  week,  Mr,  Gill  having 
taken  upwards  of  thirty  good  ones,  many  of  them 
going  over  lib.,  and  Mr.  Powles  West  took  twenty- 
four  good  fish.  The  Chess  has  fished  well;  Mr. 
W.  M.  CoUis  secured  three  brace  of  trout,  whilst 
Mr.  Eldred  captured  two  brace  of  trout,  the  largest 
going  21b.  Mr.  Church  took  a  nice  dace  of  fib. ; 
Messrs.  Close  and  Salmond  had  a  mixed  bag  on  the 
Kennet ;  Messrs.  Emery  and  Dickens  visited  the 
Upper  Thames,  and,  though  the  weather  was  not 
favourable,  they  had  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  Dickens 
securing  a  good  trout  of  31b.  whilst  fishing  for  roach 
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with  a  tight  line.  Mr.  F.  L.  Borthwick  has  been 
fishing  in  Scotland,  and  has  had  very  fair  sport 
with  trout.  The  Kelvedon  water  is  now  in  grand 
condition,  and  though  at  the  time  of  writing  it  is 
running  heavily,  yet  there  is  every  reason  to  think 
that  a  visit  to  this  fishery  would  be  well  repaid,  as 
a  bit  of  colour  in  the  water  is  one  of  the  best 
conditions  for  successful  fishing  in  this  water. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  our  meetine  on 
Aug.  12,  A  notice  was  received  from  the  T.A.P.S,, 
and  evoked  some  amount  of  discussion  and  criticism ; 
eventually  the  matter  was  adjourned  sine  die.  The 
following  members  have  taken  fish  since  last  report : 
Mr.  G,  Rayner,  roach,  best  four  weighing  31b,  6Joz.  ; 
Mr,  W.  T.  Attwood,  good  dace  from  the  club  water, 
best  leash,  28Joz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Parsons,  good  bags  of 
decent  roach  from  Pangbourne,  best  fish,  lib,  3oz. 
Mr,  T,  Stone  showed  a  tray  of  handsome  roach  and 
dace,  the  former  up  to  lib,  5oz, ;  and  Mr.  F.  Berry, 
from  the  club  water,  showed  dace,  lljoz.,  and  a 
barbel  of  41b.  7oz,  It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  the 
latter,  as  although  there  are  many  far  above  this 
weight,  the  usual  result  of  hooking  one  is  a  smash. 
— G,  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

At  Monday's  meeting,  Mr,  C.  Stallibrass  in  the 
chair,  Mr,  H,  T,  Sheringham  reported  taking  a  leash 
of  trout  at  Uxbridge,  best  fish  21b,,  with  several 
good  roach  and  four  bream.  At  Newbury,  Mr.  Robt. 
C.  Blimdell  had  a  brace  of  trout  scaling  51b.  9oz,  ; 
these  were  from  the  Kennet.  The  weeds  in  this 
river  and  in  the  Lambourn  have  now  been  cut. 
Mr.  J.  W,  Zaehnsdorf  presented  to  the  library  Mr. 
E.  M,  Tod's  new  book  on  "Wet-Fly  Fishing." — 
Hon.  Sec. 


Xettets  to  the  lEbitor. 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


SUICIDE  OF  SALMON, 
Deab  Sib, — I  have  several  times  met  with  similar 
occurrences  of  attempted  suicide.  On  the  Gruinard 
river,  on  the  Pot  Pool,  I  hooked  a  grilse,  which  ran 
straight  for  me  and  threw  itself  out  at  the  first  run 
at  my  feet.  The  whole  incident  was  done  in  less 
time  than  I  have  taken  to  describe  it.  On  the  Inver 
a  201b.  salmon  (which  I  now  have  in  a  case  to 
represent  a  type  of  Inver  fish)  made  straight  away 
across  the  Round  Pool  of  the  "Narrows"  and 
flung  himself  out  on  the  opposite  side  quite  two  feet 
clear  of  the  water's  edge.  There  were  no  means  of 
getting  to  him  without  the  gillie  going  round  by 
the  bridge  at  the  Minister's  Pool,  so  as  we  could  not 
go  to  him  I  made  him  come  to  us  by  keeping  a  steady 
but  light  strain  till  be  flopped  back  again  into  the 
water.  There  he  was  very  wild,  but  I  never  let  him 
out  of  the  pool.  He  tried  lots  of  dodges  to  rub  the 
hook  out,  etc.,  but  he  scaled  neat  201b.  "when  he 
came  out  of  the  water"  the  second  time. 

On  PoUochie  Pool,  of  the  same  river,  with  a  long 
line  out,  on  a  cloudless  day,  I  hooked  a  nice  fish, 
and  saw  his  "gleam"  far  off  under  the  surface. 
Simultaneously  with  my  hooking  he  rushed  straight 
towards  me,  and  I  had  no  control  at  all ;  neither 
could  I  go^back  myself,  nor  could  I  rattle  in  the 
line  by  reel  or  hand  fast  enough,  and  he  slipped  off. 
On  examining  the  hook  I  found  a  scale  off  the  gill 
cover  impaled  half-way  between  the  point  and  the 
barb,  and  so  I  had  only  scratched  him.  I  always 
thought  I  saw  him  a  little  bit  too  soon  that  time, 
or  otherwise  that  in  rising  he  had  missed  with  his 
mouth  and  grazed  the  hook  with  his  cheek.  Any- 
way, it  was  quite  "  cheeky  "  the  way  he  came  at  me. 
Had  the  hook  held,  and  the  strain  been  kept  up 
(which  was  impossible),  I  believe  he  would  have 
done  just  the  same  as  the  grilse  did  on  the  Pot  Pool  of 
Gruinard,  as  above  related.  As  it  was,  he  was  close 
to  my  feet  (near  the  big  stone)  when  the  tiny  hold 
gave  way,  I,  too,  like  Mr.  Watt.  (Fishing  Gazette 
of  Aug.  8,  p,  86),  "  felt  sad  at  heart."  What  that 
fish  weighed  when  he  did  come  "  out  of  the  water  " 
if  he  ever  did — history  does  not  afford  data  to 
enable  me  to  affirm,  but  he  must  have  been  a 
"whopper" — at  least,  my  gillie  always  said  so.  I 
could  relate  more  "  pbimny  "  incidents  of  a  similar 
nature,  but  refrain  from  adding  to  the  collection, 
as  many  anglers  besides  myself  can  do  so  also,  I 
have  no  doubt.  One  more.  Trailing  the  trout  flies 
behind  a  boat  on  Loch  Cama  I  hooked  and  instan- 
taneously killed  a  small  trout.  He  came  in  dead. 
The  hook  had  penetrated  the  top  of  his  bead  and 
entered  the  brain.  This  never  occurred  to  me 
before  or  again.  Holding  the  gut  cast  in  my  hand 
on  another  occasion,  a  trout  hooked  on  which  rose 
within  a  foot  of  the  gunwale  of  the  boat,  but  broke 
off  promptly. — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Habvie  Beown, 
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FISHING  NEAR  SOUTHWOLD. 
Sib, — Will  you  kindly  tell  me  what  fresh-water 
fishing  is  to  be  had  near  Southwold. — Yours  truly, 

Hair  Line. 

[In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  April  23,  1898,  Mr,  F. 
Theak  kindly  gave  the  following  information. — Ed.I 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  query  of  Mr,  Stevens  in 
issue  of  April  2  regarding  above,  I  stayed  at  South- 
wold for  the  first  time  last  August,  and  found  some 
coarse  fishing  in  the  river  BIyth  (which  enters  the 
sea  just  south  of  Southwold),  at  the  village  of  Wen- 
haston,  on  the  Southwold  Railway,  near  to  Hales- 
worth  Junction,  on  the  G.E,  Railway,  This  portion 
of  the  river  is  advertised  at  the  local  railway 
stations  as  "preserved";  day  tickets,  Is.,  of  the 
station  master.  Wenhaston.  The  river  runs  through 
Farmfields  from  Halesworth,  held  in  by  some  old 
locks ;  is  very  sluggish  and  winding,  clear,  but 
weedy,  and  appears  neglected  ;  muddy  bottom,  and 
not  very  wide  (about  same  as  the  New  River) ;  easy 
for  bank  fishing  ;  best  spots  at  the  bends,  in  the 
openings  among  the  weeds,  and  nearer  the  old  mill 
than  otherwise. 

Eels  abound,  and  take  every  bait  when  not 
wanted.  Roach  in  fair  quantity  and  quality. 
Fishing  Lea  style ;  tight  line ;  caught  most  with 
paste,  Jib.  to  IJlb.  Rudd  numerous  and  large, 
but  shy,  aa  usual,  and  difficult  to  catch.  A  few 
pike  in  certain  places.  Catching  some  nice  dace 
with  blowline  and  fly  (eleven  dace  and  two  roach, 
to  be  correct)  in  a  small  overflow  stream  crossing 
the  station  road,  tried  a  gut  paternoster  among  the 
water-lilies,  in  an  overflow  pool  by  side  of  the  river, 
and  soon  caught  a  brace  of  jack,  and  saw  others. 

While  sitting  in  hiding  between  some  bushes, 
with  roach-pole  out,  in  a  very  hot  sun,  had  the 
delightful  experience  of  that  jewel  of  a  bird,  the 
kingflsher,  perching  for  a  rest  on  the  end  of  my 
rod,  and  staying  there  two  to  three  minutes  for  me 
to  admire  in  silence  the  lovely  creature. 

Another  time,  while  returning  at  dusk,  disturbed 
an  otter  feasting  on  the  bank.  So  it  is  a  fisher- 
man's country  at  least,  and  quite  worth  a  day  off 
from  the  seaside,  even  if  not  quite  so  full  of  promise 
for  a  heavy  bag  as  Beccles  might  be,  only  about 
twelve  miles  further  on. 

I  did  not  hear  of  any  local  club  at  Southwold, 
and  should  think  the  fishing  would  be  "  open  "  in 
June, — Yours  truly,  Frederic  Theak. 


"  LIAR  ! " 

Dear  Mb.  Maeston, — I  could  not  help  smiling 
over  the  paragraph  in  your  "  Occasional  Notes  " 
headed  "Liar!  "  in  the  Fishing  gazette  of  Aug.  8; 
but  to  be  serious,  may  I,  in  your  next  issue,  ask 
your  much  "nettled"  correspondent  to  ask  himself 
this  question — What  help  or  advantage  could  it  be, 
either  to  the  beginners  at  dry  fly  fishing,  for  whom 
I  have  written,  or  to  myself,  if  I  stated  as  a  fact 
anything  which  had  not  been  proved  by  practice 
(either  by  myself  or  others)  to  be  true  ? 

The  dodge  I  quoted  for  stuffing  trout  with 
ordinary  stinging  nettles  under  water  was  pro- 
bably well  known  to  some  of  your  regular  readers 
long  before  I  gave  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  some  of 
whom  may  perhaps  be  willing  to  confirm  the  fact 
before  long.  Possibly  the  angler  who  got  stung 
failed  to  thoroughly  wet  both  his  hands  and  the 
nettles,  in  which  case  of  course  he  would  be  stung, 
but  even  then  why  endure  the  irritation  until  next 
morning,  when  the  common  dock  leaf,  well  rubbed 
in,  would  have  soon  made  the  trouble  a  mere  trifle  ? 
— Yours  truly,  P.  Wit. 


COBRIB  OR  GALWAY  RIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  interesting  and  appreciative 
account  of  this  river  by  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble  in 
your  last  week's  issue,  there  are  one  or  two  state- 
ments which  perhaps  you  will  permit  me  to  modify. 
The  article  states  that  "  It  is  a  remarkable  fishery, 
as  the  whole  extent  does  not  exceed  five  hundred 
yards,  the  most  of  which  is  situated  right  in  the 
town,  with  the  walls  of  the  jail  rising  behind  the 
angler  from  the  fishing  path." 

The  following  facts  may  be  of  additional  interest. 
The  Several  Fishery  of  Galway  extends  from  Lough 
Corrib  to  the  sea,  a  distance  of  some  five  miles,  but 
by  the  erection  of  the  Regulating  Weir  the  waters 
above  it  were  practically  spoilt  for  angling  pur- 
poses. The  portion  to  which  your  correspondent 
refers  is  between  this  Regulating  Weir  and  the 
bridge,  and  contains  most  of  the  chief  angling 
pools.  Behind  the  greater  part  of  this  there  is,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  photograph,  a  field, 
and  beyond  that  another  portion  of  the  river.  But 
below  the  part  mentioned  by  your  correspondent 
there  are  other  valuable  salmon  pools.  These  are 
situated  both  above  and  below  the  ancient  salmon 
weir,  and  extend  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
sea. — Yours  truly,  L.  A.  H, 
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EXPERIENCES  AT  THE  TAYNUILT 
HOTEL.  ARGYLLSHIRE. 

Sib, — I  write  the  following  for  the  information  of 
anyone  who  may  be  thinking  of  paying  this  hotel  a 
visit  to  fish  for  salmon.  I  gave  the  landlord  a  week 
or  ten  days'  notice  of  my  coming,  I  travelled  all 
night  from  the  south  of  England,  and  on  my  arriving 
there  in  time  for  breakfast  I  was  told  there  was  no- 
where for  me  to  fish.  I  spoke  to  the  landlord  and 
told  him  that  he  might  have  sent  me  a  telegram, 
which  I  should  have  been  quite  willing  to  have  paid 
for,  and  then  I  could  have  come  the  next  night 
instead.  The  reply  I  got  from  him  was  that  "  he 
was  not  going  to  take  the  trouble  to  send  telegrams, 
and  if  I  had  come  the  next  night  it  would  have  been 
all  the  same,  and  if  I  did  not  like  it  I  could  go  away 
back  again." 

If  I  could  have  arranged  to  go  anywhere  else  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment  I  should,  of  course,  have 
left  at  once,  but  as  I  could  not,  I  thought  I  would 
just  see  my  time  out  and  never  go  near  the  place 
again,  and  I  should  advise  anyone  who  does  not  like 
this  sort  of  treatment  to  keep  away  also. 

I  may  also  remark  that  you  draw  lots  for  beats, 
which  is  certainly  a  very  good  arrangement,  but  as 
there  is  no  restriction  on  the  number  of  rods  in  the 
hotel,  though  there  is  on  the  water,  you  may  draw 
a  blank,  and  one  gentleman  there  told  me  that 
during  one  visit  he  drew  blanks  three  days  in 
succession  and  had  nowhere  to  fish. — Yours  truly, 
"  Onk  Who  Has  Been  There." 


FISHING  ON  WAST  WATER. 
De  ar  Sir, — As  I  intend  to  be  in  the  vici  nity  of 
Wast  Water  during  the  next  month  of  September, 
I  should  feel  extremelj'  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  give  me  some  information  about 
the  fishing  on  that  lake.  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  the  fishing  consists  of,  whether  it  is  usually 
any  good  in  September,  and  to  whom  one  ought  to 
apply  for  permission  or  licence.  Also  whether 
there  is  any  difficulty  about  boats,  and  whether  there 
is  any  accommodation  for  putting  up  for  a  night  or 
two  in  case  of  need. — Yours  truly, 

117,  Portland -street,  Paul  N,  Schill. 

Manchester. 


POND  AND  RESERVOIR  FISHING. 

Sib. — I  am  not  sure  that  I  quite  agree  with 
"Heron's"  advice  about  the  bsst  way  to  fish  a 
pond  or  reservoir  for  trout  —  that  is,  in  so 
far  as  bottom  fishing  is  concerned.  Summarised, 
"  Heron's  "  method  is  this  :  Use  light  tackle,  bait 
with  worm,  have  no  float,  and  allow  your  hook  to 
rest  on  the  bottom ;  keep  gently  moving  it,  and 
look  out  for  bites.  This  is  all  right  in  fishing  for 
big  carp  in  ponds,  where  you  literally  have  to  stalk 
your  fish,  but  for  trout  I  think  I  know  a  better 
method.  Use  very  fine  gut,  bait  your  hook  with 
worm,  have  one  small  shot,  and  use  a  small  roach 
float  not  much  bigger  than  a  common  lucifer  match. 
Find  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  current,  and  so 
naake  your  cast  that  your  float  will  travel  in  such 
direction  as  wind  and  water  move  it ;  fish  only  a 
few  inches  from  the  bottom.  I  am  ready  to  go  bail 
that  a  skilful  angler  will  take  more  trout  by  my 
method  than  he  will  "  Heron's."  Besides,  there  is 
the  pleasure  in  float  fishing  of  seeing  a  bite — that 
is,  seeing  the  float  gently  touched  or  smartly  pulled 
under,  which  makes  the  strike  much  more  thrilling 
than  where  you  see  nothing  and  have  to  wait  until 
your  line  is  pulled  through  your  hand.  Finally,  I 
have  as  my  last  argument  a  concrete  example.  A 
friend  and  myself  a  week  ago  were  fishing  a 
reservoir  for  trout.  There  was  a  strong  wind,  and 
quite  a  small  sea  running,  I  fished  with  a  float,  my 
friend  was  on  the  bottom  without  one.  Result : 
In  an  hour  I  took  six  good  trout ;  he  had  one  bite 
and  missed  it.  Then  he  adopted  my  method,  and 
was  as  successful  as  myself. — Yours  truly, 

Lancaster.  E.  Phillips. 


BEST  TACKLE  FOR  PERCH  FISHING  IN 
A  POND. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  have  received  many  hints  from 
the  Fishing  Gazette  1  shall  be  pleased  to  give 
"Angler"  the  benefit  of  my  experience  as  to  the 
best  tackle  for  perch  fishing,  whether  for  river  or 
pond.  I  have  found  a  home-made  paternoster 
to  be  the  most  killing  tackle  you  can  have.  I  get 
a  couple  of  yards  of  fairly  stout  gut,  stain  it  a  nice 
colour  with  coffee  grounds.  To  the  bottom  of  the 
cast  I  attach  a  perforated  bullet,  the  latter  adjusted 
to  the  sort  of  water  in  which  I  am  fishing — if  a  strong 
current  use  bigger  bullet,  and  if  dead  water  a  small 
one.  If  the  place  is  weedy  I  attach  the  bullet  to  a 
finer  strand  of  gut,  so  as  this  will  give  way  in  case 
of  being  hung  up,  without  losing  all  your  cast. 
Six  or  eight  inches  above  the  bullet,  put  on  hook 
(gut  stained)  to  stand  out  at  right  angles, 
and  if  big  fish  are  expected  double  the  gut. 
Bait  this  hook  with  a  worm.     Six  inches  higher 


attach  another  moderately-sized  hook  and  use  live 
minnow  for  bait,  putting  the  hook  through  upper 
lip.  If  a  small  pilot  float  is  used  and  left  to  run 
free  it  will  be  a  great  help  to  the  angler  as  it  enables 
him  to  fish  a  longer  stretch  of  water  and  the  sooner 
detect  a  bite.  Pinch  on  a  big  shot  to  prevent  pilot 
running  down  on  to  the  float.  Aa  to  method  of 
using— fish  the  farthest  portion  of  the  water  first, 
bringing  the  line  nearer  the  bank  every  few  minutes. 
I  would  advise  "  Angler  "  not  to  fish  too  long  in  one 
place,  but  look  out  for  likely  spots,  such  as  the  edge 
of  a  bank  of  weeds,  stumps  of  old  trees,  etc.  If  he 
hooks  a  fish  and  loses  him  he  had  better  give  that 
spot  a  rest  for  some  time.  I  have  found  the  above 
described  tackle,  only  of  finer  make,  killing  for 
trout,  but  in  that  case  I  have  a  hook  on  the  ground, 
and  the  bullet  used  as  a  leger. — Yours  faithfully, 

Bristol.  T.  B.  J. 

P,S. — Is  not  101b.  rather  a  big  order  for  perch  ? 

[Yes;  I  thought  so  when  "Angler"  mentioned 
it.    Should  like  to  see  one  of  that  weight. — Ed.] 

ADVENTURES  WITH  KINGFISHERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Excuse  me  troubling  you  on  what 
may  appear  a  trifling  subject,  but  I  think  unique. 
Twice  during  my  fishing  life  I  have  had  a  kingfisher 
perch  on  the  end  of  my  rod  whilst  I  have  been 
fishing  in  between  bushes.  But  on  Saturday, 
July  25,  fishing  with  Mr.  S.  Northcat  of  this 
town,  in  one  of  his  casts  he  hooked  a  kingfisher  in 
the  wing,  and  held  him  for  some  seconds,  and 
called  me  just  in  time  to  see  him,  or  her,  fly  away. 

This  story  is  not  believed  in  Barum,  and  I  should 
like  you  to  publish  this  letter  to  see  if  any  other 
angler  has  had  a  like  experience. 

The  trout  down  here  run  very  small,  but  are  good 
sport  and  rise  to  a  local  fly  like  fun.  I  think 
there  should  be  some  restriction  as  to  size,  as  they 
take  all  fish  from  the  size  of  a  sprat  and  never 
think  of  returning  them.  What  they  would  say  if 
they  saw  some  of  Mr.  Gomm's  fish  from  Staines  and 
district  I  do  not  know — 101b.  against  ^oz.  fish  ! 

But  after  all,  good  old  Devon,  with  its  lanes, 
cream  and  "  maids,"  and  sea  fishing  galore.  Send 
'em  down. — Yours  truly.  Jack  Wilson. 

[I  never  heard  of  a  fly  fisher  catching  a  kingfisher 
on  his  cast,  but  I  have  had  them  perch  on  my  rod 
twice  in  the  way  Mr.  Wilson  describes.  Such  trout 
as  he  refers  to  might  surely  be  left  to  the  king- 
fishers.— Ed.] 


ARE  LEECHES  DETRIMENTAL  TO  FISH  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Whilst  fishing  in  a  very  deep  pit  for 
perch  I  have  on  several  occasions  when  I  have 
drawn  out  found  a  leech  attached  to  the  worm.  I 
should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
could  say  whether  they  are  likely  to  be  detrimental 
to  the  fish,  and  if  so  how  to  eliminate  them.  The 
water  runs  several  yards  deep,  and  cannot  be  run 
off. — Yours  faithfully,  N.  G.  Broadhuest. 

MacclesSeld. 

[I  have  asked  one  or  two  of  our  best  fish  breeders, 
and  they  are  of  opinion  that  so  far  from  leeches 
being  detrimental  to  fish  it  is  the  fish  which  are 
detrimental  to  the  leeches,  and  find  them  very 
useful  for  food  especially  in  deep  waters  where  other 
food  is  scarce.  All  the  same  I  think  that  a  diet  of 
leeches  may  make  the  fish  thin,  just  as  a  diet  of 
bananas  or  figs  does  the  white  traveller  in  Africa. 
How  to  eliminate  leeches  I  cannot  imagine,  unless 
small  lumps  of  rock  salt  strewn  over  the  bottom  of 
the  pit  might  make  them  sick  and  float  when  they 
could  be  bailed  out.  Only  it  is  possible  the  fish 
might  eat  them,  and  get  turned  up  also.  The 
water  is  evidently  too  deep  to  adopt  the  Yankee 
angler's  dodge  to  get  bait — that  is,  wade  in  and  let 
t'ne  leeches  bite,  and  then  land  them  on  his  legs  and 
catch  trout  with  them. — Ed.] 


"GOOD  FOOD  AND  BAD.  " 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  been  reading  an  article  in  a 
contemporary  entitled,  "Good  Food  and  Bad,"  in 
which  I  have  come  across  one  or  two  points  relative 
to  sea  fish  which  might  prove  interesting  to  anglers 
in  general,  and  fish  eaters  in  particular.  If  the 
writer's  knowledge  concerning  fish,  among  oth^ 
foods,  proves  to  be  scientific  facts,  there  is  as  muon 
danger  in  the  fresh  and  luscious  mackerel  as  is 
sometimes  found  in  tinned  salmon. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  that  part  of  the 
article  which  most  concerns  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Mackerel,  usually  one  of  the  most  whole- 
some of  fish,  but  sometimes  deadly  enough  to 
"  bring  you  to  death's  door,  even  if  it  fails  to  kill 
you."  This  is  because  the  strip  of  flesh  which  lies 
close  along  the  backbone  "  occasionally,  without 
any  sign  or  known  reason,  distils  a  powerful  irritant 
poison."  The  reader  is  advised  to  beware  of  the 
heads  of  gurnards.  "  The  eyes  of  this  creature  are 
sometimes  poisonous,  and  spoil  the  rest  of  the  flesh." 
Whiting,  we  are  told,  is  one  of  the  few  fish  that  ara 


never  dangerous.  Soles  very  seldom.  Plaice 
occasionally  poisonous,  the  deep  sea  ones  safest. 
Mussels  are  poisonous  when  taken  from  any  kind  of 
ironwork  or  copper  sheathing,  and  sometimes  even 
when  taken  from  an  apparently  clean  rocky  foreshore. 
Cockles  less  liable  to  be  dangerous,  but  very  poison 
ous  when  bad.  That  oysters  can  sometimes  be  a 
source  of  much  mischief  has  been  proved  by  the 
mayoral  banquet,  in  which  the  Dean  of  Winchester, 
amongst  others,  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever 
through  eating  a  few  of  those  shell-fish.  Will 
scientific  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  give  some 
opinion  on  the  above  statements  ? — Yours  truly, 

Percy  Gamble. 


COARSE  FISHING  IN  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  tell  me  through  your 
valuable  paper  whether  there  is  any  good  coarse 
fishing    anywhere    around    Ruabon,    Chirk,  or 
Llangollen  in  Wales  ? — Yours  truly.  Gentle. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  CONWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  sea-trout  fishing  in 
the  Conway,  near  Bettws-y-Coed,  and  the  letter 
upon  the  subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  8, 
worm  fishing  is  allowed  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 
My  authority  for  this  is  one  of  the  river  watchmen. 
As  regards  the  Stewart  tackle,  it  is  used  I  know  by 
many,  but  most  prefer  the  single  hook.  The  dresser 
of  flies  is  Roberts,  Station-road,  Llanrwst. — Yours 
faithfully,  Robert  Davies. 

Pont-y-Pair  Hotel, 

Bettws-y-Coed,  N.  Wales. 


FISH  ifcf^SKETS  WANTED. 

Deab  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  where  I  can  get  brown  wicker-work 
fish  baskets  shaped  to  fit  the  back  ?  I  believe  they 
are  to  be  had.  The  old-fashioned  ones  are  so 
uncomfortable  to  carry. — Yours  truly, 

A  Reader. 


SEA  AND  FRESH- WATER  FISHING  WANTED. 

Deab  Sir, — I  propose  taking  my  family  to  the 
seaside  for  three  weeks  from  Sept.  7,  and  want  to 
go  somewhere  where  I  can  get  fishing  of  all  kinds, 
both  in  the  sea  and  in  fresh  water.  I  understand 
that  some  of  the  places  in  Cornwall  offer  facilities 
of  this  kind,  but  as  I  know  nothing  of  the  localities 
I  am  writing  to  ask  for  information.  I  would  be 
glad  to  receive  suggestions  as  to  likely  places  either 
in  Cornwall  or  elsewhere  in  England  or  Wales  as 
cheap  as  possible.  Can  you  give  me  information  as 
to  salmon  fishing  in  the  Lune  ? — Yours  faithfully. 

Half  Pay. 


RE  FISHING  LINES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  "  T.  P.  Tomes"  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  8,  he  should  try  washing 
his  line  after  use,  stretching  it,  and  when  dry 
rubbing  it  between  a  piece  of  oiled  rag,  and  coil 
away  when  dry.  As  regards  oilskins,  if  the  coat  is 
put  away  wet  and  allowed  to  remain  pressed  up  it 
is  no  wonder  that  the  dressing  becomes  soft  and 
sticky.  After  use  wash  with  a  sponge  and  clean 
water  and  allow  to  dry.  I  have  had  my  oilskin  in 
constant  use  three  years.  — Yours  truly, 

JUNIOB  PiSCATOBIAL. 


FLY  FISHING  NEAR  [KENILWORTH. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  did  not  receive  any  answer  re 
"  Fly  Fishing  Near  Warwick."  perhaps  you  or  some 
of  your  readers  could  tell  me  if  there  is  any  fishing 
of  any  description,  coarse  or  otherwise,  to  be 
obtained  within  easy  distance  of  Kenilworth.  I 
should  prefer  to  join  a  club,  if  possible. — Yours 
truly,  C.  Reginald  Tetley. 


SEA  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  staying  at  Sandown,  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  and  should  be  glad  if  you  or  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the 
f=ea  fishing  (particularly  from  a  pier)  obtainable 
■  Here. — -Yours  truly,  Leonard  Selden. 

GOOD  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON  WANTED. 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  "  Anxious  Fisher  "  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  8  re  fishing  near  Oxford  on 
the  Thames,  I  can  assure  him  that  he  can  get  both 
good  coarse  fishing  and  good  accommodation  close 
to  river  either  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel  or  the  Talbot 
Inn,  Eynsham,  near  Oxford,  on  the  Oxford  Angling 
and  Preservation  Society's  private  water.  Tickets 
can  be  had  from  either  of  the  above-named  places 
at  6d.  per  day,  or  2s.  per  week.  Tackle  required, 
fine  and  strong.  Few  good  trout  at  Pinkhili  Pool, 
also  good  barbel  and  chub. — Yours  truly. 

Pin  khill'"  Pool. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.] 
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SATURDAY,  AUGUST  22,  1903, 

ON  THE  ITHON  AND  THE  STOUE. 
Br  THE  Amatette  Angleb. 

^  It  was  not  the  attraction  of  fishing  that  drew  me 
or  a  few  days  to  Llandrindod  Wells,  and  to  that 
^ong  stretch  of  the  Ithon  that  partly  surrounds  it ; 
or  was  it  to  drink  its  invigorating  waters  that  f 
f  ent  there  ;  but  being  there  I  took  up  my  quarters 
at  the  Rock  House  Hotel    I  went  to  that  well- 
jmown  hosteky   because   I  had  observed  that 
-mongst  other  good   things  it  possessed  seven 
les  of  excellent  fishing.    I,  however,  seemed  to 
almost  the  only  guest  among  the  crowd  of  over 
hundred  who  possessed  a  fishing  rod,  or  who 
ew  a  trout  from  a  chub,  or  a  sabnon  from  a 
ike. 

_  The  hotel  I  found  to  be  good  and  most  pleasantly 
ituated,  surrounded  by  its  own  romantic  grounds, 
hich  include  a  bosky  dell  or  ravine,  full  of  every 
anety  of  trees  and  shrubs  of  every  tint  of  foliage, 
.  hve  with  the  songs  or  twitterings  of  many  birds, 
and  many  a  winding  path,  cosy  nook  and  corner,' 
and  rustic  seat,  on  which  old  folks  may  rest  and 
ponder  on  this  and  that  "as  they  take  tobacco  " 
and  young  folks  chatter  and  laugh,  and  make  love 
and  talk  nonsense.  These  grounds  overlook  a  fine 
sweep  of  the  Ithon  and  the  hotel  meadows  which 
form  Its  right  bank  for  a  considerable  distance— as 
far  up,  in  fact,  as  the  fine  suspension  bridge. 

The  Ithon  is  the  most  tantalising  stream  I  ever 
saw— lovely  in  most  parts,  and  in  some  spots 
exquisitely  beautiful  and  picturesque  in  its  sur- 
roundings ;  it  is,  from  a  fly  fisher's  standpoint,  the 
most  unflshable  river  imaginable.  Years  ago  as 
1  tried  to  describe  in  "An  Old  Man's  Holidays,"  I 
had  fished  the  river  from  the  aforesaid  bridge  up 
to  the  Alpine  Bridge,  and  beyond,  to  Shaky  Bridge 
and  further  still  to  another  bridge,  whose  name  I 
cannot  recall  just  now.  I  fished  it  then  with 
mhmte  enjoyment  and  very  poor  results. 

Now  I  thought  I  would  try  my  landlord's  lower 
water,  for  he  holds  many  a  mile  which  I  had  not 
yet  seen  ;  he  assured  me  that  the  river  was  full  of 
fash,  but  he  did  not  tell  me  of  the  difficulties  in  the 
^^y^iiot  being  a  fisherman,  he  knew  nothing  of 

On  his  advice,  I  took  a  trap  about  four  miles 


down  to  Newbridge  old  church;  from  thence  up- 
wards, I  was  told  that  all  but  the  first  meadow 
adjoining  the  road  was  perfectly  free  to  me,  on  this 
side  of  the  river  only.  I  am  quite  sure  that  our 
landlord  had  seen  this  part  of  the  river  from  the 
opposite  meadows  only;  in  fact,  I  may  ahnost  say 
I  defy  him  to  traverse  this  side,  close  to  the  water, 
for  any  distance— it  really  cannot  be  done.  I 
should  like  to  describe,  as  plainly  and  as  literally 
as  I  can,  what  happened  to  me  on  that  eventful 
day. 

It  was  on  Wednesday.  Aug.  5,  a  morning  so 
threatening  of  rain  that  I  thought  my  rainproof 
"Shp  on"-  indispensable;  it  proved  only  an 
encumbrance,  for  the  day  was  hot  and  fine.  I  was 
driven  down  to  the  old  church.  I  was  told  that  I 
must  not  fish  in  the  first  meadow ;  beyond  that  I 
was  monarch  of  all  I  could  get  through. 

The  first  tiny  little  meadow  balked  me.  There 
was  no  way  into  it— a  very  thick  tall  hedge  the 
whole  length  of  it  on  the  roadside,  and  a  gate 
at  the  end  farthest  from  the  river.    That  gate  was 
chained  and  padlocked,  and,  of  course,  barb-wired 
along  the  top.    There  was  no  possibifity  of  getting 
over  or  through  or  under  it.    The  strong  lad  who 
drove  me  suggested  that  we  might  hft  it  off  its 
hinges,  and  this  after  much  vigorous  exertion  we 
succeeded  in  doing.    I  left  the  lad  to  fix  up  the 
gate,  and  was  free  to  begin  operations.    I  started, 
rod  and  net  in  one  hand,  and  waterproof  over  my 
shoulder.   I  soon  crossed  the  meadow  and  reached 
a  wood.    In  this  wood  my  lawful  rights  began,  but 
they  were  of  no  avail.    The  wood  formed  an  angle 
with  the  water  of  never  less  than  seventy-five 
degrees,  and  came  sheer  down  to  the  deep  river. 
The  rugged  path,  if  path  it   could   be  called! 
ran  mostly  a  hundred  yards  above,  and  consisted 
chiefly  of  briars,  thorns,  nettles,  bracken,  and  bushes ; 
through  these  on  slippery  shale  I  struggled  for  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  was  then  landed  in  a  peaceful, 
pretty,   sohtary  litJtle   meadow— formed   by  the 
receding  of  the  wooded  hill  from  the  river  side. 
Here  I  was  at  last  down  at  the  river  which  I  found 
running  very  deep  and  slow,  and  strongly  fined  with 
barbed  wire  and  bushes,  quite  impenetrable.  At 
the  end  of  this  meadow  I  was  met  by  a  strong 
stream  running  into  the  river.    Walking  along  the 
side  for  some  distance  I  found  a  crossing  of  stepping 
stones ;  this  brought  me  into  another  sweet  Uttle 
meadow,  in  which,  to  my  surprise  and  delight,  I 
actually  found  one  or  two  open  spaces  where  I  could 
cast  freely.    Here  I  caught  a  good  fat  chub,  quite 
a  pound,  and  then  a  small  trout :  the  latter  I  put 
back  afive,  and  the  former  I  killed  and  left  con- 
spicuously on  the  bank  for  "  hawks  to  peck  at." 

Here  I  was  waited  upon  by  a  keeper  who  sprang 
up  from  somewhere  about.  He  demanded,  and  I 
showed  him.  my  credentials.  I  thanked  him  for 
performing  his  duty  so  efficiently,  and  in  return  he 
told  me  that  the  river  was  periodically  netted  for 
coarse  fish,  such  as  chub  and  pike,  but  that  unless 
the  netters  were  closely  watched  they  would 
frequently  reverse  their  orders  by  keeping  the 
trout  and  returning  the  chub.  He  volunteered 
the  information  that  now  I  had  got  through  the 
worst  of  my  troubles,  and  that  thenceforth  there 
was  not  a  yard  of  the  river  that  was  not  fishable 
and  full  of  fish,  a  statement  which,  for  aught  I 
know  to  the  contrary,  may  be  quite  true  as  regards 
the  latter  part  of  it,  but  that  it  is  fly-fishable  I 
distinctly  deny.  He  also  informed  me  that  he 
knew  nothing  about  fishing,  and  disliked  it.  He 
had  enough  to  do  to  look  after  his  hens  and  young 
pheasants  here  and  there  about  the  woods,  so  his 
opinion  about  the  fishing  was  not  of  much  account. 

Let  it  be  distmctly  understood  that  I  am  writing 
as  a  fly  fisherman  only;  for  bottom  fishing  no 
doubt  it  is  fishable  in  many  places,  and  the  fisher- 
man would  everywhere  be  richly  rewarded,  for  chub 
and  roach  and  dace  abound.  The  river  could  also  be 
fished  here  and  there  by  wading,  but  for  the  most 
part  it  runs  ten  feet  deep,  where  waders  would  not 
be  available.  These  parts  may  be  fished  in  a 
collapsible  Berthon  boat,  or  a  coracle  such  as  may 
be  seen  on  the  Severn  at  Shrewsbury  and  elsewhere. 

At  the  end  of  this  meadow  the  great  oak  wood 
again  protruded  itself  down  to  the  very  edge  of  the 
water,  loftier  and  thicker  and  steeper  than  the 
portion  I  had  aheady  laboriously  struggled  through. 
Here  it  fifted  its  oak-crowned  head  almost  per- 
pendicularly, three  hundred  yards  up.  I  penetrated 
as  far  as  I  could  go  in  the  hope  of  finding  an  open- 
ing, but  it  grew  worse  and  worse.  This  wooded 
hill  bordered  the  river  for  miles,  as  it  seemed  to 
me,  uninterruptedly,     I  was  now  in  the  depth 


of  It,  impossible  to  proceed  further,  too  far  to 
go  back,  and  if  I  had  gone  back  I  could  not 
{^?^egot  out  of  that  Uttle  gate-locked,  barb-wired, 
high-hedged  meadow  which  shut  me  out  from  the 
road— the  lad  had  long  since  gone  home  with  the 
trap,  so  there  was  no  outlet  that  way.    There  was 
nothing  left  for  me  but  to  face  the  hiU  and  so  find 
the  path  at  the  top  which  sane  people  take.     Ah  ! 
that  hilL    I  reached  the  top  at  last,  a  climb  not 
discreditable  to  a  youth  of  nineteen,  but  for  an  old 
boy  more  than  four  times  that  age  it  was  an  effort 
to  be  proud  of.     The  hill  was  so  steep  that  one 
could  only  wonder  how  the  enormous  oaks  and 
elms  which  clung  to  its  side  could  drive  their  roots 
into  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  maintain  their  hold.  It 
was  so  steep  that  for  most  of  the  way  I  had  to 
throw  my  net  and  rod  up  ahead  of  me  and  then 
scramble  up  on  my  hands  and  knees,  grasping  at 
anything  I  could  get  hold  of,  and  when  I  got  to 
the  top  I  cried  "  Excelsior !  "    But  on  looking  down 
over  the  ground  I  had  clambered  up  I  felt  terrified. 
Gommg  up  step  by  step  it  did  not  seem  so 
dangerous  or  so  difficult,  but  to  look  down  it 
seenied  almost  to  impel  me  to  take  a  jump,  which, 
barring  being  dashed  against  one  tree  or  another, 
must  have  landed  me  souse  into  the  deep  river,  an 
almost  perpendicular  plunge,  just  as  if  one  were  to 
spring  from  the  top  of  the  cross  of  St.  Paul's  and 
land  somewhere  in  Oieapside  or  Ludgate  Hill. 

Now,  instead  of  being  at  the  pleasant  river-side, 
as  those  innocent  people  at  the  hotel,  including  the 
landlord,  supposed  me  to  be  all  the  time,  here  was 
I  many  hundreds  of  feet  above  it,  and  happily  on 
a  better  path  which  must  lead  me  somewhere.  On 
the  top  of  this  ridge  I  pursued  my  way  under  the 
grateful  shade  of  the  wood  which  shut  me  out  so 
completely  from  the  river,  and  up  here  it  was  that 
hungry  and  athirst,  footsore  and  weary,  I  sat  me 
down  in  the  shade  to  partake  of  the  precious  packet 
of  sandwiches  which  I  had  asked  my  landlady  to 
cut  for  me;  she  deputed  the  work  to  a  waiter.  I 
cannot,  I  will  not,  bless  that  waiter,  nor  will  I  do 
the  other  thing  for  him ;  but  I  cannot.  I  will  not 
ever  forget  or  soon  forgive  him.  I  was  all  but 
starving,  and  yet  those  sandwiches  were  so  coarse, 
so  vile,  so  utterly  uneatable,  that  I  was  constrained 
to  scatter  them  to  the  birds  of  the  air  and  the 
beasts  of  the  woods,  if  peradventure  some  may  be 
found  that  could  devour  them. 

I  pursued  my  way  along  the  ridge  for  a  mile  or 
two  through  meadows  on  the  hills  yet  immown. 
At  length  I  came  to  a  point  where  I  was  able  to 
dive  down  to  a  meadow  adjoining  the  river. 

Now,  our  genial  landlord,  though  he  possesses  so 
many  miles  of  the  river,  has,  it  appears,  no  con- 
trol oyer  the  fences  or  stiles,  and  everywhere  in  my 
experience  do  the  farmers  make  these  stiles  and 
fences  as  awkward  and  impassable  as  they  can. 

I  got  down  to  the  comer  of  the  meadow  home- 
ward bound.  I  found  it  absolutely  blocked  with 
barbed  wire.  I  had  to  follow  the  hedge  for  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  or  so,  through  the  farmer's  mowing 
grass,  to  find  a  gate,  and  that  gate  led  me  into  a 
meadow  which  had  an  equally  impenetrable 
hedgerow  between  me  and  the  meadow  adjoining 
the  river. 

Thus  I  spent  tiie  greater  part  of  the  day  in 
the  way  I  have  tried  to  describe.  I  saw  very  little 
of  the  river,  except  a  gUmpse  here  and  there  away 
down  yonder  through  the  trees.  I  got  back  to  the 
hotel  wearied  and  footsore.  I  had  to  face  the 
rnultitude  placidly  taking  their  afternoon  tea  out- 
side on  the  verandahs,  and  I  passed  by  them  as 
boldly  as  a  tamed  fion.  "  What  sport  have  you 
had?"  cried  they.  "Oh,  chub!  chub!"  said  I, 
"nothing  but  chub!  I've  lined  the  river  banks 
with  them — go' and  see  for  yourselves." 

Notwithstanding  these  little  troubles,  I  must  say 
that  it  was  a  glorious  day  and  I  revelled  in  the 
grand  scenery ;  for  it  was  one  of  those  days  when 
the  distant  hills  stand  in  the  sharpest  outline,  and 
every  way  one  looks  the  eye  at  least  is  gratified  and 
pleased,  even  whilst  the  feet  are  sore  and  the  bones 
ache. 

Undoubtedly  the  river  is  full  of  fish  as  my  land- 
lord assured  me.  The  river  swarms  with  chub,  and 
where  these  are  so  plentiful  very  few  trout  are  to 
be  found  ;  there  are  also  plenty  of  pike. 

If  I  have  the  pleasure  of  addressing  your  readers  : 
again,  it  will  be  from  the  banks  of  the  Stour.  where 
I  hope  to  find  something  more  interesting  to  tell ;  . 
indeed,  I  may  say  that  as  regards  our  first  day  on 
that  renowned  stream  we  have  met  with  such 
success  as  may  justify  my  endeavouring  to  tell 
the  story  of  it. 
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INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLINGj 
By  Augustus  Gediblb^ 
Author  of  a  The  Sahnon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etoi 


{Concluded  from  page  101.) 

BUNDORAN,  THE  DROWSE,  AND  LOUGH 
MELVIN,  COUNTY  LEITRIM, 

Theeb  is  a  railway  to  Bundoran  and  two  very 
comfortable  hotels,  close  to  the  river  Drowse,  which, 
draining  Lough  Melvin,  falls  into  Donegal  Bay,  five 
miles  from  its  exit  from  the  lough.  It  is  quite  an 
early  river,  opening  for  the  rod  on  Feb.  1,  the  nets 
not  commencing  until  a  month  later.  The  angling 
is  over  by  the  end  of  May  except  for  an  odd  grilse 
or  two.  Fish  usually  run  the  Drowse  in  some 
numbers  in  January,  and  between  the  opening  day 
and  the  middle  of  May  the  lough  and  the  river 
usually  yield  about  100  to  150  fish,  averaging  101b. 
No  waders  are  wanted  for  the  river,  for  which  tickets 
may  be  had  on  the  following  terms  from  R.  Deacon, 
at  the  Fishery  Office,  Bundrowse  Bridge. 

Artificial  fly  only  to  be  used. 

No  fishing  with  worm  bait  or  shrimp. 

No  spinning  with  real  or  artificial  lures. 

During  the  time  no  one  is  in  residence  at  Lareen 
six  rods  per  day  will  be  let ;  but  when  anyone  is  in 
residence  at  Lareen  only  four  rods  per  day. 

When  the  water  is  open  for  six  rods,  the  angling 
will  be  from  the  lower  end  of  Blackwater  Pool  to 
the  sea.  When  only  four  rods  are  let,  it  wiU  be 
from  Monslek  Bridge  to  the  sea. 

Each  day  ticket,  12s,  6d.  ;  weekly  ones,  available 
for  six  days,  £3. 

No  angUng  after  sunset.- 

The  angler  arriving  first  on  the  river  will  choose 
his  station  to  commence  fishing,  and  the  next  comer 
in  order  may  take  up  any  position  left  which  is  400 
yards  away  from  any  other  angler  up  or  down 
stream. 

Anglers  may  keep  one  fish  a  day,  but  all  others 
must  be  sent  to  the  Fishery  Office. 

Rogan,  of  Ballyshannon,  near  by,  is  the  man  to 
go  to  for  local  flies,  though  the  standard  Scotch  and 
Irish  patterns  will  do. 

For  anghng  in  Lough  Melvin,  which  is  about  nine 
miles  in  length,  the  best  place  for  the  angler  is  the 
nice  little  hotel  at  Garrison,  at  the  head  of  the  lake, 
as  the  boats  there  are  good  and  the  men  are  pleasant 
spoken  and  very  keen  to  show  sport.  Also  all  the 
best  sahnon  hes  are  the  hotel  end  of  the  lake,  though 
the  fish  are  rather  more  partial  to  spinning  bait  than 
the  fly.  This,  too,  is  one  of  the  few  lakes  that  holds 
a  good  stock  of  gillaroo  trout,  some  of  which  go  up 
to  41b.  It  is  a  curious  thing  that  salmon  should  nm 
the  Drowse  in  January  and  February,  while  they 
avoid  the  Erne,  which  is  quite  close  to  it,  until  May. 
The  local  fishermen  have  a  theory  that  the  smolts 
from  the  tributaries  of  Lough  Melvin  do  not  come 
down  the  Drowse  until  July  and  August,  and  that, 
therefore,  as  they  cannot  return  that  same  year,  they 
appear  as  fresh-run  fish  in  February  following.  This 
theory  quite  ignores  the  intermediate  grilse  stage, 
but  setting  that  aside,  the  natives  say  that  when 
the  smolts  come  down  Lough  Melvin  in  May  they 
get  lost  in  a  species  of  cvl  de  sac  at  the  end  of  it,  and 
take  two  months  to  discover  the  exit  of  the  river, 
which  does  not  flow  from  the  exact  end  of  the  lough, 
but  from  one  side  of  it,  m  the  same  way  that  the 
Orchy  in  Argyll  flows  from  Loch  Tulla.  If  there 
is  anything  in  this  local  theory,  then  it  might  be 
possible  to  turn  every  late  river  into  an  early  one 
by  keeping  back  the  fry.  As  the  law  stands,  it 
would  not  only  be  a  difficult  but  also  an  illegal 
matter  to  attempt,  for  the  barrier  that  kept  the 
smolts  from  descending  would  also  prevent  salnion 
from  ascending.  It  would,  however,  be  interestmg 
to  see  the  experiment  tried  on  a  small  scale.  In 
connection  with  the  Drowse,  a  remarkable  event 
happened  in  fish  fife  on  April  9,  1901,  when  a  salmon 
was  caught  by  rod  which  was  marked  with  a  label 
"  D  95."-  This  fish  Mr.  R.  L.  Moore  later  on  iden- 
tified as  one  that  he  had  spawned  at  Kihea  on  the 
Bann  for  the  hatchery  there,  and  replaced  in  the 
water  apparently  unhurt  on  Jan.  1  precedmg.  It 
then  weighed  71b.,  and,  strange  to  say,  when  caught 
three  months  later  it  was  exactly  the  same  weight, 
but  in  wretched  condition.  Whether  this  was  to 
be  attributed  to  natural  causes  or  to  its  long  journey 


of  fully  160  miles  from  Bann  to  Drowse,  or  whether 
it  had  been  imconsciously  injured  when  spawned 
must  remain  a  matter  of  conjecture.; 

THE  MOY^ 

This,  the  largest  and  most  important  of  the  Mayo 
rivers,  rises  in  the  Sligo  hills  a  Uttle  to  the  east  of 
Lough  Easkey.  For  a  considerable  distance  it 
pursues  a  S.S.W.  course,  imtil  on  reaching  Bally- 
lahon  Bridge  it  makes  a  sharp  turn  nearly  due  north, 
and  passing  from  Foxford  to  Ballina  it  falls  into  the 
head  of  Killala  Bay.  Including  the  lakes  of  CuUen  and 
Gonn,  it  drains  806  square  miles,  receiving  in  its  run 
of  fifty  miles  many  large  tributaries,  of  which  the 
Owengarve  (sixteen  miles),  the  Trimoge  (thirteen 
miles),  and  the  Yellow  (twelve  miles)  are  the  chief. 
In  none  of  them  is  the  angling  of  much  account, 
and  it  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  natives.  The  Deel 
(twenty-eight  miles)  is  another  large  tributary  falling 
into  the  northern  end  of  Lough  Conn,  while  the 
Clydach  (eighteen  miles)  empties  into  the  south 
end  of  Lough  CuUen.  Some  five  miles  below  Bally- 
lahon  Bridge  the  combined  overflow  of  these  two 
large  lakes  enters  the  Moy.  From  this  junction  to 
Foxford,  where  there  is  a  good  inn,  is  a  further  five 
miles,  while  another  twelve  miles  separates  Foxford 
from  BaUina.  Hereabouts  the  Moy  is  from  fifty  to 
seventy  yards  wide  and  flows  somewhat  placidly 
through  a  flat  and  ugly  country. 

The  river  opens  for  rods  on  Feb.  1  and  for  nets  on 
March  15,  closing  for  the  latter  on  Aug.  13  and  for 
the  former  on  Sept.  15,  though  sea-trout  may  be 
angled  for  up  to  the  end  of  the  month.  This  sport, 
however,  is  chiefly  pursued  below  Balhna  in  the 
httle  river  Bunree,  sometimes  very  good  in  high 
water.  Clean  fish  are  usually  caught  on  the  opening 
day  both  in  the  river  and  at  Pontoon  on  Lough 
Cullen.  In  1901,  which  was  a  very  bad  season 
everywhere,  only  about  fifty  to  sixty  spring  fish  were 
got  up  to  the  middle  of  May.  Grilse  begin  to  run  in 
June,  and  of  these  from  the  first  of  that  month,  1901, 
to  the  end  of  the  season  only  about  200  were  taken, 
in  which  are  included  some  thirty  salmon.  During 
the  sea-trout  period  of  the  same  season,  anglers  were 
getting  from  five  to  twenty  a  day,  ranging  from  fib. 
to  3ilb.  In  July,  1902,  Mr.  Philhpson  Stowe,  14th 
Hussars,  while  fishing  with  Jem  Heams,  had  a  day 
of  just  a  dozen  grilse — a  record  on  the  Moy  for  many 
years  past.  In  the  good  old  days,  about  1840  and 
a  few  years  later,  the  late  Sir  Richard  Sutton  had 
100  fish  in  a  month ;  Mr.  Coke,  forty  in  a  week ; 
Captain  Congreve,  twenty-two  in  a  day.  As  late  as 
1866,  Mr.  G.  Pollock  had  twenty -seven  in  three  days  ; 
Mr.  Fforde,  fifteen  in  one  day  ;  Dr.  Peard,  fifteen  in 
a  day  and  ninety-seven  in  twenty-one  days.  This 
take  is  given  from  his  book,  "  A  Year  of  Liberty," 
so  well  known,  and  the  reader  is  led  to  infer  that 
it  was  made  in  July,  1865,  for  it  was  on  Jan.  30  of 
that  year  that  he  started  on  his  anghng  tour.  The 
late  Miss  Little,  who  owned  the  several  fishery  in 
the  tide,  and  parts  of  the  river  also,  and  gave  Dr. 
Peard  the  angUng,  expressly  stated  to  the  Fishery 
Commissioners  that  this  famous  score  of  Dr.  Peard's 
was  made  in  1852,  or  thirteen  years  earUer  than  the 
reader  is  led  to  suppose. 

In  the  tidal  water  below  the  weirs  angling  com- 
mences about  an  hour  after  the  ebb ;  it  is  carried 
on  from  cots,  and  here  formerly  it  was  a  common 
sight  to  see  five  or  six  boats,  each  about  thirty  yards 
behind  the  other,  with  their  occupants  all  fast  in 
fish.  In  those  days  this  piece  of  water  was  not 
netted,  but  now  all  the  rocks  and  big  stones,  which 
used  to  give  good  shelter  to  the  fish,  have  been 
removed,  so  that  the  nets  may  have  a  clean  sweep. 
This  tidal  water  is  owned  by  the  Moy  Fishery 
Company  (their  average  take  per  season  from  1882 
to  1893  was  32,554  fish),  who  freely  give  permission 
to  anglers  on  the  understanding  that  any  fish  caught 
be  sent  that  day  to  their  Fishery  Office.  Indeed, 
all  over  the  Moy  the  proprietors  have  ever  been 
noted  for  their  kindness  to  anglers,  to  whom  they 
have  given  sport  with  no  niggard  hands — sport  for 
which  the  angler  in  Scotland  would  have  had  to 
pay  a  good  round  sum.  As  the  Fishery  Company's 
rent  is  put  down  at  £2527  a  year,  it  is  quite  clear 
they  must  net  a  large  quantity  of  fish  ere  they  can 
talk  of  havmg  made  even  "  thin  porridge,"  as  was 
boasted  of  by  Mr.  Petrie,  a  neighbourmg  tacksman. 

The  several  fishery,  formerly  owned  by  Miss 
Little,  in  the  tidal  waters  also  makes  a  very  heavy 
take.  Then  in  the  river  itself,  above  the  weirs 
between  Lough  Cullen  and  Ballylahon,  there  are 
fully  twenty-four  seine  nets  at  work,  and  strange  to 
say,  the  netting  of  this  long  stretch  of  fresh  water 


has  been  specially  legalised.  In  the  opinion  of  most 
of  those  who  are  best  able  to  judge,  this  fresh-water 
netting  is  carried  on  to  excess  and  is  doing  great 
harm  to  the  river. 

Mr.  Petrie,  who  works  the  nets  at  Coolcronan 
Weir,  averaged,  from  1893  to  1899,  1583  fish  a 
season,  and  if  to  this  be  added  the  take  of  the  other 
river  nets  it  wiU  be  recognised  that  it  would  be  an 
absolute  waste  to  allow  all  these  fish  to  pass  up  the 
river,  and  if  the  netters  could  only  agree  amongst 
themselves  to  give  the  fish  a  twenty-four  or  even  a 
twelve  hours'  extra  weekly  close  time,  all  would  be 
well  and  a  fully  ample  stock  of  breeding  fish  secured. 
The  poachers  of  the  upper  waters  are  numerous  and 
at  all  times  ready  to  resort  to  violence  against  single 
baihffs,  and  so  outrageous  did  they  become  that 
lately  baiUffs  have  been  sent  out  in  twos  and 
threes. 

The  fishery  immediately  above  the  salmon  weirs  at 
Balhna  is  rented  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  who  charges 
7s.  6d.  a  day,  and  in  times  of  fish  plenty  this  is  a 
capital  bit  of  anghng  as  the  fisher  keeps  his  catch. 
Between  Coolcronan  House  and  BaUina,  Mrs. 
Saunders  Knox-Gore,  Mr.  Perry  Knox-Gore,  and 
Mr.  Utred  A.  Knox,  of  Mount  Falcon,  reserve  several 
miles  of  water  entirely  for  the  rod. 

The  Mount  Falcon  water  is  often  let,  and  extends 
over  about  one  and  a  half  miles  of  both  banks.'  No 
wading  is  necessary,  for  the  water  is  too  deep,  and 
such  casts  as  cannot  be  commanded  from  the  bank 
are  fished  from  a  boat.  The  rent  for  the  whole 
season  is  £100,  but  if  not  taken  as  a  whole,  June 
and  July  are  generaUy  let  for  £30  each  month. 

But  for  all  particulars  anent  the  Moy  and  its 
lakes,  and  for  all  flies  that  have  been  proved  to  be 
killers,  there  is  no  one  that  can  excel  Jem  Heams, 
of  Upper  Mill-street,  Balhna.  His  Black  and  Yellow, 
Goshawk,  Orange  and  Grouse,  Black  and  Claret, 
Violet  and  Red,  Lightning,  and  King  Edward  are 
indeed  neat  and  pretty  combinations  of  fur  and 
feather.  The  last-named  fly  was  so  baptised  by 
loyal  Jem,  as  with  it  he  killed  his  first  fish  in  the  first 
year  of  our  good  King's  reign.  All  the  same, 
"  Jock  "  and  many  other  of  the  standard  Scotch 
patterns  will  often  do  execution.  The  Moy  flies  are 
on  the  small  size,  and  often  two  are  used  on  the 
same  cast.  With  Jem's  pattern  fUes — some  Jocks, 
Blue,  Black,  and  Silver  Doctors,  Thunder  and 
Lightning,  Dunkeld,  Childers,  and  Durham  Rangers, 
dressed  on  Limerick  hooks  from  size  7  to  3-0 — the 
angler  can  confidently  attack  any  of  the  northern 
Irish  rivers.  BalUna  has  three  good  hotels— the 
Moy,  the  Imperial,  and  the  Royal— so  that  anglers 
have  a  choice  of  good  quarters.  About  Foxford 
the  river  is  much  infested  with  pike.  About  eighty 
years  ago  there  was  no  such  thing  in  the  river  or 
its  loughs.  They  got  in  by  accident  and  exist  in 
thousands,  while  growing  to  a  large  size.  There  is  a 
record  at  Foxford  of  one  of  421b.,  which  when  killed 
contained  two  cansful  of  fry  and  a  5lb.  grilse  !— a 
pretty  good  stomach  full,  even  allowing  a  trifle  for 
exaggeration. 

THE  "BUEBERRY  PROOF  KIT." 

We  have  just  received  from  Messrs.  Burberry,  of 
31,  Haymarket,  and  Basingstoke,  a  most  interesting 
book  deaUng  with  their  specialities,  and  entitled 
"Burberry  Proof  Kit,"  being  their  fourteenth 
annual  issue.  It  is  really  a  most  wonderful  pro- 
duction, full  of  vivid  illustrations  and  most  lucid 
explanations  of  the  points  of  the  various  garments, 
each  a  finished  effort  for  the  particular  sport  it  is 
designed  for.  For  the  angler  two  things  stand  out 
prommently,  namely,  the  "SUp  on,"  a  hght  outer 
coat  of  which  we  had  personal  experience  for  several 
seasons,  always  to  our  entire  satisfaction,  keeping 
us  dry,  permitting  such  ample  ventilation  as  to 
avoid  all  suggestions  of  that  stuffiness  so  well  known 
and  abhorrent  in  mackintoshes,  and  secondly,  a 
newly  invented  way  of  cutting  the  sleeves  of  fishing 
coats,  called  "  Pivot "  sleeves,  because  instead  of 
their  being  cut,  as  sleeves  usually  are,  to  fit  the 
arm  hangmg  down,  the  new  method  seems  an 
equally  easy  fit  at  whatever  position  the  arm  is, 
being  centred  or  pivoted  on  the  joint  of  the  arm. 
Being  curious  to  test  the  effect  we  tried  on  one, 
and  really  it  was  a  revelation  in  free  arm  swing. 
We  are,  we  regretfully  admit,  no  juvenile  enthusiast, 
but  may  safely  say  that  though  we  have  had  many 
good  coats,  yet  never  have  we  put  on  one  in  which 
we  felt  so  free,  and  we  shall  never  revert  to  the 
old  style  having  once  experienced  the  delight  of  a 
t  Pivot.'.'. 
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WHEEE  TO  GO  FOE  FLY 
FISHING. 

A  FEW  practical  hints,  based  chiefly  on  recent 
personal  experience,  will  perhaps  be  useful. 

I  purpose  taking  trout  and  grayling  as  my  main 
theme,  but  must  also  devote  some  space  to  other 
fly-taking  fish,  such  as  the  chub,  the  dace,  the  rudd, 
and  the  roach.  Let  it  be  first  understood  that  it  is 
not  usually  possible  nowadays  for  town  dwellers  to 
obtain  trout  and  grayling  fishing  without  some 
expense  both  of  money  and  of  time  ;  yet  the  cost 
need  not  be  so  very  disproportionate  to  the  result 
as  it  often  is,  and  I  think  a  few  even  of  these  highly- 
prized  fish  may  be  had  without  subscribing  several 
guineas  to  a  club  or  going  to  the  north  of  Scotland 
for  a  month. 

In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  London  it  is 
of  course  particularly  hard  to  get  any  trouting,  but 
a  man  who  is  well  skilled  in  the  dry-fly  cult  may  yet 
secure  a  brace  of  fair-sized  trout,  on  a  favourable 
day,  on  the  Uttle  river  Darenth,  within  twenty  miles 
of  St.  Paul's,  by  taking  a  5s.  ticket  at  the  Lion  Inn 
at  Farningham.  I  have  known  this  river  well  for 
twenty  years,  and  though  its  volume  has  been  very 
much  reduced  of  late  by  the  wells  svmk  by  the 
water  company,  it  is  stiU  a  beautiful  stream  and 
comparatively  unpolluted  until  within  two  or  three 
miles  of  Dartford;  Moreover,  the  wet  season  we 
have  just  had  must  have  done  something  towards 
replenishing  its  springs. 

The  angler  here,  if  he  fails  to  catch  trout,  which 
is  likely  enough  unless  his  skill  is  great,  will  at  least 
be  interested  by  his  surroundings,  and  will  have  the 
opportunity  of  watching  the  habits  of  various  wild 
creatures,  such  as  the  vole  as  it  nibbles  the  water- 
weed,  or  the  kingfisher  as  it  flashes  down  the  stream, 
or  even  the  heron  lazily  flapping  over  the  willows. 
There  are  also  two  deer  parks  close  by  and  rooks 
and  rabbits  in  abundance.- 

There  are  one  or  two  other  spots  on  the  Darenth 
where  permission  may  be  had  by  small  payment, 
but  I  will  not  specify  them,  as  I  have  found  it  useless 
to  fish  them  now,  though  a  few  trout  could  be  had 
years  ago. 

Turning  to  waters  somewhat  further  afield,  and 
leaving  the  Thames  till  we  come  to  dace  fishing 
(though  I've  seen  rainbow  trout  in  it  at  Hampton), 
there  is  a  Uttle  tributary  of  the  Wey,  running  near 
Liphook  on  the  South  Western  Une,  and  about  forty 
miles  from  Waterloo,  which  contains  numbers  of 
small  trout  and  which  formerly  could  be  fished  by 
staying  at  the  miller's.  Arrangements  may  not  be 
the  same  now,  but  a  line  to  the  station-master, 
Liphook,  would  probably  bring  the  information  re- 
quired.- The  mill  pond  used  to  be  very  productive, 
and  I  have  had  many  dozens  from  it.  There  is  a 
similar  stream  connected  with  Prensham  Pond,  and 
this  I  know  can  now  be  fished  by  staying  at  the  inn 
at  Frensham,  though  of  this  I  have  no  personal 
experience.  My  informant,  who  stayed  there  some 
days,  caught  some  fair  trout  -with  fly. 

A  little  further  off  in  an  opposite  direction 
is  the  Lambourne  at  Newbury.  Here  I  slept 
at  a  pretty  little  inn,  the  Swan,  but  cannot  give 
a  very  decided  opinion  as  to  the  fishing,  though  I 
saw  some  good  trout,  as  my  fishing  was  on  private 
water.  I  believe  that  in  the  May  Ply  season  it  is 
very  good,  but  at  other  times  only  yields  its  fish  to 
experts.  Hungerford  has  a  high  reputation,  es- 
pecially for  grayhng,  and  the  Bear  Inn  is  a  weU- 
kno-wn  anglers'  resort.- 

A  Uttle  beyond  Oxford  is  a  lovely  Gloucestershire 
stream,  the  Coin,  coming  from  the  Cotswold  Hills, 
and  here  many  of  my  chums  have  enjoyed  some 
capital  dry-fly  fishing  ;  but  all  tell  me  it  is  a  difiicult 
water  (not  to  fish,  but  to  catch  anything  from). 
Fairf  ord  is  the  name  of  the  station,  and  the  inn  here, 
the  Bull,  is  very  good,  as  also  the  other  at  Bibury, 
some  miles  up  the  river.  Both  inns  are  now  in  the 
same  hands,  and  the  charge  for  fishing  is  2s.  6d.  or 
5s.  a  day,  according  to  the  season,  the  5s.  being  for 
May  Fly  time. 

If  we  now  go  a  Uttle  further  from  London,  though 
still  -within  reach  for  a  day's  fishing,  we  come  to 
perhaps  the  most  celebrated  resort  (for  fly  fishers) 
in  the  world — the  old  capital  of  our  country,  vener- 
able Winchester.  How  many  memories  the  very 
name  of  this  ancient  city  brings  to  mind !  If  this 
were  not  a  strictly  practical  article,  how  one  could 
discourse  of  Izaak's  -visits  to  it,  of  Francis  Francis, 
and  the  angUng  meetings  at  the  Royal  (I  was  only 
there  once),  and  later  on  Sir  Edward  Grey's  school 
days  at  the  old  college,  and  how  he  got  one  trout 
the  first  year,  and  gradually  improved. 


But  to  come  again  to  practical  matters.-    I  have 
before  me  a  ticket  which  I  took  out  the  other  day 
authorising  me  to  fish  in  "  The  College  Fishery." 
For  the  thoroughly  expert  dry-fly  man,  endowed 
with  unUmited  patience,  this  is  an  ideal  water,  for 
the  trout  are  just  as  expert  as  he  is,  and  while  they 
-wiU  keep  on  rising  under  his  nose  at  the  natural  fly, 
will  let  him  make  a  number  of  most  careful  casts 
before  condescending  even  to  look  at  his  humble 
imitation.    Most  anglers  are  soon  tired  of  this  sort 
of  thing,  but  after  an  hour  or  so  of  patient  work  an 
exceptionally  good  cast,  aided  by  favourable  Ught, 
etc.,  -wiU  sometimes  lead  the  trout  to  make  a  mistake, 
and  then  he  should  be  yours,  for  the  weeds  are  not 
very  thick  or  strong,  and  the  fish  probably  only  lib. 
If  you  get  one  fish  a  day,  you  may  think  yourself 
fairly  fortunate.-    I  have  fished  it  several  times,  and 
that  is  about  my  average.-    The  charge  for  this  water 
is  only  3s.  a  day,  or  Is.  6d.  the  half-day,  and  the 
tickets  are  issued  by  Chalkley,  near  the  Cathedral 
and  the  Market  Cross.    I  notice  that  the  only  re- 
striction as  to  method  of  fishing  is  that  no  "  natural 
bait  "  is  to  be  used.    "  Artificial  fiy  only  "  would 
be  better,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  minnow  would  only 
frighten  every  trout  into  fits.    Before  concluding 
the  notice  of  Winchester,  mention  must  be  made  of 
that  part  of  the  Itchen  which  rims  through  the  lower 
town,  and  is  called  "  The  Weirs."    Here  thelfishing 
is  perfectly  free  to  anyone,  and  any  sort  of  fair 
fishing  is  allowedj    There  are  often  plenty  of  good 
trout  in  this  bit  of  water,  and  there  is  one  pool,  a 
sort  of  mill  head,  where  there  is  a  very  good  chance 
for  fly  fishing  late  in  the  evenings.-    I  had  a  brace 
there  after  eight  o'clock  once,  and  got  broken  by  a 
large  fish.    It  is  of  little  use  trying  -svith  a  fly  in  the 
daytime  ;  but  fish  are  constantly  taken  -with  bait. 
I  beUeve  the  rest  of  the  Itchen  and  aU  of  the  Test 
and  Anton  are  taken  up  by  private  o-wners  or  ex- 
clusive clubs,  so  we  will  leave  the  rivers  for  a  while 
and  turn  elsewhere.- 

For  a  man  who  doesn't  mind  fishing  all  day  for 
an  average  of  one  good  trout,  there  are  some  reser- 
voirs, notably  one  in  Northamptonshire,  which  we 
need  not  describe  too  accurately  (as  the  enthusiast 
"wiU  find  it,  and  the  man  who  isn't  doesn't  deserve 
to),  in  which  are  numbers  of  large  trout,  lib.  to  61b., 
and  on  which  fly  fishing  is  allowed  at  an  average 
cost  of  about  10s.  a  day,  including  the  boat. 

My  experience  of  one  of  these  lakes  was,  I  suppose, 
exceptionally  favourable  (for  I  noted  that  other 
anglers  fishing  the  same  days  had  done  even  less), 
but  as  much  patience  was  required  here  as  in  chalk 
stream  rivers,  though  the  skiU  demanded  is  not  so 
great.  All  day  long  I  cast,  and  often  over  rises, 
without  success,  but  each  evening  saw  a  change, 
and  in  the  end  I  had  six  fish,  only  one  of  which  had 
to  be  returned  as  imder  fib.  The  best  trout  (just 
under  21b.)  took  the  Red  Quill  dry,  but  nearly  all 
the  others  yielded  to  the  Coachman  late  in  the 
evenings. 

Turning  again  to  the  rivers,  some  fishing  can  be 
had  in  the  Avon  near  Ghristchurch  by  paying  5s.  a 
day,  and  there  are  both  trout  and  grayling  in  this 
river,  though  I  think  the  angler  would  find  his  fly 
taken  chiefly  by  dace  and  roach.  It  was  so  -with  me. 
A  Uttle  fishing  of  a  similar  character  is  also,  I  beUeve, 
to  be  had  at  Downton,  near  SaUsbury,  on  the  same 
river.  We  have  now  reached  the  100  mile  Umit,  and 
must  consider  places  to  which  the  angler  would 
go  for  a  more  prolonged  stay.  Among  these,  Here- 
ford and  the  neighbourhood,  from  which  I  have  just 
returned,  deserve  favourable  mention.  Near  the 
town  itself  trout  are  scarce,  and  only  local  anglers 
well  acquainted  -with  their  haunts  are  Ukely  to  take 
any,  though  the  stranger  -wiU  not  lack  sport,  of  a 
kind,  for  chub  swarm. 

There  is,  however,  some  very  nice,  though  rather 
uncertain,  fishing  to  be  had  -within  ten  miles  of  the 
to-wn,  and  for  an  angler  who  appreciates  country 
Ufe  and  freedom  from  the  railway  whistle  there  are 
few  places  more  congenial,  I  should  think,  than  the 
little  -dllage  of  Preston-on-Wye,  four  miles  from 
Moorhampton  station.  The  fishing  is  not  free,  but 
can  be  obtained  -sdthout  extra  cost  by  staying  at 
Mr.'  Davis'  farm-house,  which  is  close  to  the  best 
part  of  the  river,  and  which  has  also  a  Uttle  pool 
(formed  by  a  brook)  just  in  front  of  the  -windows, 
where  one  can  see  the  fish,  chiefly  chub,  rising  aU 
day.  About  half  a  mile  from  here  you  -will  find  the 
well-known  Monington  Rocks,  alluded  to  feelingly 
by  "  The  Amateur  Angler,"  and  it  is  here  that  I  had 
my  best  sport,  getting  six  trout  and  a  lot  of  chub 
in  one  day.  About  a  mile  down  the  river,  at  the 
other  end  of  Mr.  Davis'  property,  is  a  ford,  and  here 
I  got  a  brace  of  small  grayling  and  some_trout,  bat 


it  is  not  equal  to  Monington  Rocks,  except  for  gray- 
ling. There  are  salmon  to  be  had  in  this  watery 
but  the  spring  is  the  best  time,  and  some  extra 
charge  would  then  be  made.  A  few  are  still  there, 
however,  and  one  rose  rej)eatedly  close  to  my  fly.- 
There  is  also  a  brook  near,  fuU  of  trout,  for  which 
Mr.  Davis  can  get  leave. 

While  at  Hereford  the  angler  would  find  it  worth 
his  while  to  go  to  PontraUs,  and  thence  up  the 
"  Golden  Valley  "  line,  which  runs  along  some  lovely 
streams^  on  one  of  which,  the  Dore,  it  is  possible,  at 
a  point  near  the  source,  to  obtain  leave.  The  trout 
are  mostly  small,  but  I  took  a  fair  number  running 
to  5oz.  or  6oz.  At  a  station  caUed  Pandy,  in  the 
same  neighbourhood,  some  fishing  can,  I  hear,  be 
had,  but  I  was  not  able  to  make  personal  trial  of  it. 
Of  course  it  is  easy  from  here  to  go  into  Wales,  and 
if  this  wet  season  continues  it  may  be  well  worth 
while,  even  in  August,  though  my  experience  of  that 
month  in  Wales  is  anything  but  encouraging,  fish 
being  so  very  small  In  the  spring  the  larger  trout 
feed.  Jj  Paul  Tayloe. 

{To  be  continued.) 


PATIENCE. 


Patience,  unlike  keenness,  on  which  I  have 
already  discoursed,  is  not  a  quaUfication  essential 
to  the  sportsman.  It  may  be,  and  frequently  is, 
dispensed  -with  by  the  angler — so  much  the  better 
for  the  tackle  manufacturer ;  but  if  acquired  or  cul- 
tivated it  is  to  the  advantage  of  that  angler,  and 
the  comfort  of  his  immediate  friends,  relations,  and 
neighbours.  Patience  and  perseverance  frequently 
run  together  hand  in  hand,  and  are  as  frequently 
mistaken  for  each  other.  It  is  sometimes  difficult 
to  differentiate  and  draw  a  hard-and-fast  line  of 
demarcation  between  them.-  Patience  has  been  de- 
fined as  the  virtue — for  a  virtue  it  is — that  sits  on  a 
monument  smiling  at  grief,  while  perseverance  may 
be  exempUfied  by  the  lingering  persistence  -with 
which  grief  tries  to  provoke  patience,  or  the  eternal 
perpetuity  of  the  grin  -with  which  the  attempts  at 
aggravation  are  met  and  discomfited,-  At  present  I 
purpose  to  treat  of  patience  only,  and  leave  perse- 
verance for  a  future  occasion  ;  that  is,  always  pro- 
■vided  I  escape  the  hands  of  the  hired  assassins 
which  I  know  have  been  put  on  my  track  by  our 
worthy  and  genial  editor.- 

Do  not  be  discouraged.  Do  not  say  to  yourself^ 
"  What's  the  use  of  my  trying  to  acquire  or  culti- 
vate patience  ? "  Cheer  up !  Was  not  your 
X.  S.  R.  at  one  time  the  most  impatient  of  that  most 
impatient  race  of  mortals,  the  British  subaltern  in 
India  ?  which  I  -will  guarantee  is  capable  of  gi"sang 
stones  and  a  beating  in  the  impatience  Une  to  any 
race  under  the  sun.-  Look  at  him,  now  that  he  has 
joined  the  ranks  of  "  old  buffers."  Is  he  not  the 
most  patient  old  buffer  that  ever  buffed  ?  If  you 
possess  the  most  minutely  atomic  germ,  cultivate  it 
■with  assiduity.  If  you  do  not,  hunt  around  imtil 
you  discover  a  microbe,  and  cherish  it  for  all  you 
are  worth.  You  -wiU  find  it  a  valuable  possession, 
which  -will  keep  you  out  of  many  a  scrape.  Were  it 
not  that  I  am  brimful  of  the  -virtue,  I  should  be 
wading  up  to  my  neck  in  gore  every  day — especially 
Jones'  gore. 

The  other  day  I  observed  to  my  better  half,  "  Just 
put  me  in  mind  this  evening,  if  I  have  any  luck,  to 
send  Mrs.  Jones  a  brace  of  trout ;  I  hear  she  is  not 
well."  Then  I  proceeded  to  put  aU  my  virtues  to  a 
pretty  high  trial,  and  came  home  -with  empty  creel. 
"  Mrs.  Jones  -wiU  be  disappointed,"  observed  Mrs,- 
X.-  S.  R.  "  How  can  that  be,"  I  repUed ;  "  she 
knows  nothing  about  my  good  intentions."  "  Oh, 
doesn't  she  ?  I  met  Mr.  Jones  this  afternoon,  and 
told  him  you  were  going  to  send  some  round."  Then 
I  murmured  something  about  the  advisabiUty  of 
silence.  "  Silence  yourself,"  came  the  retort ;  "  if 
you  had  kept  silent  I  shouldn't  have  said  any- 
thing about  it.  It's  all  your  fault."  Then  she 
catches  the  words  "  Tu  quoque  "  I  am  softly  utter- 
ing. "  You're  one  yourself  !  I  never  knew  any- 
one deteriorate  as  you.  You  have  descended  to  the 
low  -vulgarity  of  swearing  at  me  in  Greek  or  Hin- 
dustani or  some  nasty  foreign  language  I  don't 
vmderstand.  It's  a  mercy  my  poor  dear  mother  has 
not  Uved  to  hear  me  called  a  tu  quoque." 

Next  morning,  just  as  I  have  got  my  horse  into 
his  stride  as  he  canters  along  the  roadside  sward.  I 
observe  what  may  be  a  human  being  gesticulating 
wildly.  It  is  Jones  -with  his  eternal  umbrella.  I 
have  to  pull  up  or  risk  breaking  my  neck.    "  Pretty 
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sort  of  fellow  you  are  !  How  about  them  trouts  ?  " 
Jones  is  a  vulgar  ass  who  has  acquired  money  some- 
how, and  consequently  is  highly  esteemed  in  our 
neighbourhood.  I  explain  to  him  in  an  apologetic 
sort  of  manner  about  weather  conditions  and  fish 
being  off  the  feed.  "  Off  the  feed  be  hanged  !  Fact 
is  you  can't  fish.  You  don't  know  nothin'  about  it. 
You  read  that  fishin'  paper  with  the  double-barrelled 
blue  cover  and  think  you  know  everything.  You 
chuck  that  paper  and  come  to  me  when  you  want  a 
wrinkle."  All  this  time  I  am  smiling  a  sickly  sort 
of  smile  and  exercising  patience.  How  I  long  to 
put  the  "  Kibosh  "  on  Jones  !  How  beautifully  and 
temptingly  the  hunting-crop  sways  and  balances  La 
my  hand  as  I  fondly  grasp  it  by  the  keeper-end  ! 

A  day  or  two  later  I  am  down  on  one  knee  behind 
a  bush,  essaying  a  long  cast  under  the  opposite  bank. 
Suddenly  I  find  I  am  hung  up  behind,  and  my  top 
joint  goes  by  the  board.  It  is  that  ass  Jones,  who 
has  approached  softly  from  the  rear,  and  is  now  re- 
viling me  because  he  has  a  few  yards  of  line  aroxmd 
him  and  a  fly  fast  under  his  left  ear.  After  we  have 
straightened  out  our  difference  of  opinion  and  a  new 
top  has  been  fitted,  he  advises  me  to  change  my  flies. 
"  What's  the  use  of  them  little  black  things  ?  You 
put  on  a  jolly  big  white  'xm  they  can  see,  and  fish 
right  up  to  the  wooden  footbridge.  I'll  have  a  look 
at  you  as  I  come  back.  Hello  !  where' s  your  float  ? 
Well  I'm  dashed !  No  wonder  you  never  catch 
nothin'.  Fancy  fishin'  without  a  float.  Ha,  ha  !  " 
and  away  he  saunters  to  the  vicarage  to  give  the 
parson  a  turn. 

Now  it  is  a  cxirious  fact  that  I  had  intended  fishing 
the  very  stretch  of  water  he  advised ;  also  that  I 
was  going  to  change  my  cast  as  the  evening  was 
approaching  ;  and  still  more  curious  that  no  sooner 
had  Jones  turned  his  welcome  back  than  the  rise 
commenced  with  a  vengeance,  and  the  placid  surface 
of  the  gentle  stream  became  dimpled  with  the 
bubbles  of  many  feeding  trout.  In  less  than  an 
hour  I  had  creeled  four  brace  of  beauties,  one  a  very 
fine  fish  well  over  21b.  Then  the  rise  ceased  as 
suddenly  as  it  had  commenced,  and  I  could  hear 
Jones  in  the  distance  bleating  forth,  "  Then  you'll 
remember  me."  Jones  is  labouring  under  the  de- 
lusion that  he  is  a  past  master  in  the  art  of  singing, 
and  roundly  and  unblushingly  tells  you  to  your  face 
that  he  has  a  magnificent  tenor  voice,  and  if  stone 
broke  to-morrow  could  soon  amass  a  colossal  for- 
tune on  the  stage.  I  prefer  his  company  during  the 
three-mile  tramp  home  to  his  advice  at  the  water 
side,  and  as  the  rise  is  over  proceed  to  pack  up. 
"  Hello  !  what  luck  ?  Didn't  I  tell  you  the  right 
way  to  set  about  it  ?  My  eye  !  wot  a  bag  you'd  'a 
made  if  you  only  'a  had  a  float.  Tell  you  wot — I'm 
goin'  up  to  Norwich  in  the  morning,  and  I'll  get 
some  for  you."  "  Here,"  I  say  as  we  are  parting  at 
the  gate  of  the  Maison  Jones,  "  you'd  better  take 
some  for  breakfast ;  help  yourself  "  ;  and  I  swing 
round  that  he  may  get  at  the  creel.  "  How  many 
am  I  to  take  ?  "  "  Oh,  two  brace  if  you  like." 
"  Three's  a  brace,  isn't  it  ?  "  "  No,  two."  "  I 
always  thought  two  was  a  couple.  I've  taken  half 
of  them.  My  eye  !  wot  a  beauty  !  "  Of  course  he 
nailed  the  two-pounder,  and  it  slipped  through  his 
clumsy  fingers  and  came  down  on  the  path  with  a 
sqUelch  that  made  my  heart  ache.  "  Well,  since 
you  won't  come  in,  Ta,  ta,  old  chap  " — this  was  the 
first  time  the  subject  was  touched  upon — "  and  re- 
member whenever  you  want  a  wrinkle  you  come  to 
me.    Don't  be  bashful ;  you  just  come  and  ask  me." 

Next  morning,  as  Mrs.  X.S.R.  and  I  are  having 
breakfast  in  a  reasonable  amount  of  peace  and 
comfort — the  young  X.S.R.'s  having  been  packed 
off  to  school — in  sails  Jones.  He  takes  his  hat  off 
now ;  he  didn't  at  one  time.  "  Oh,"  he  says,  "  I 
only  wanted  to  see  you  about  them  floats.  I'm 
goin'  to  Norwich  by  the  10  train  ;  what  size  shall  I 
get  ?  "  I  told  him  I'd  leave  the  matter  to  his 
superior  judgment  entirely.  This  rather  tickled 
him,  and  he  promised  to  bring  back  a  hatful  of 
assorted  sizes,  shapes,  and  colours.  Then  Mrs. 
X.S.R.  asked  him  how  Mrs.  Jones  liked  the'  trout. 
"  She  didn't  have  none."  "  Didn't  have  any  ! 
Perhaps  you  enjoyed  them  ? "  "  Oh,  so  so." 
"  Only  so  so  ?  We  are  having  some,  and  think 
them  delicious."  "  Well,  the  fact  is,"  says  Jones, 
"  the  beastly  cat  got  into  the  pantry  during  the 
night  and  scoffed  three  of  them — the  three  best  of 
course,  and  the  cook  broiled  the  survivor  for  the 
missus  this  morning,  and  I  took  it  up  to  her — she's 
ill  you  know,  very  ill.  '  Take  that  dried-up  red 
herrin'  away,'  says  she  to  me  as  soon  as  she  saw  it ; 
'  I  ain't  'avin'  any ;  just  send  me  up  my  usual 
breakfast — two  sassidges,  one  kidney,  and  a  rasher 


of  bacon  on  toast.'  So  I  took  it  downstairs  and 
scoffed  it  myself  with  a  sauce  made  of  vinegar  and 
mustard  and  salt  and  cayenne  pepper  and  sugar." 
"  Jones,"  I  observed  solemnly,  "  You're  a  Goth  and 
a  Vandal  to  eat  such  a  sauce  with  broiled  trout." 
"  Goat  and  a  Banjo  yourself,"  he  rej^lied  quite 
nettled.  "  I  tell  you  it  took  sauce  a  jolly  sight 
sharper  than  himger  to  get  that  bally  dxied-up 
cinder  down."  And  he  swung  himseK  out  of  the 
house  in  a  pet. 

Yes,  one  has  to  exercise  a  lot  of  patience  to  live 
in  the  same  parish  with  Jones  ;  also  in  writing  for 
the  improvement  of  one's  fellow-man.    As  I  sit 
here  inditing  these  lines,  promulgating  ideas  and 
encouraging  virtues  for  the  benefit  of  my  species  in 
general,  and  anglers  in  particular,  this  virtue  patience 
is  highly  tried,  almost  to  the  breaking  point.  The 
hotel  X.S.R.,  although  replete  with  modern  im- 
provements, is  not  sufficiently  commodious  to  allow 
me  the  luxury  of  a  study.    Our  evening  pursuits 
are  all  undertaken  in  the  one  common  room.  This 
arrangement  may  possess  the  beautiful  sentiment  of 
being  home-  like  and  all  that,  but  I  think  I  should 
prefer  a  den  to  myself  with  telephone  and  electric 
light  fixings,  as  atpresentlsometimesgetabitmixed. 
Mrs.  X.S.R.  sits  at  the  other  end  of  the  table  grinding 
away  at  a  sewing  machine.    Not  a  treadle  one  with 
a  table  all  its  own,  mark  you,  but  a  hand-power 
joker.    My  Umited  knowledge  of  machinery  always 
led  me  to  suppose  that  it  should  be  kept  well  oiled. 
My  wife's  theory  is  diametrically  opposed.  She 
holds  that  lubrication  is  unnecessary,  if  not  abso- 
lutely harmful.    At  frequent  but  imequal  periods 
the  machine  jumps  a  foot  or  two  from  the  table. 
Sometimes  it  takes  the  table  with  it  in  its  aerial 
flights,  on  which  occasions  it  fetches  me  an  awful 
whack  just  below  my  manly  bosom  as  it  rears  up. 
At  others  I  arise  to  light  my  pipe  or  fill  my  foun- 
tain pen — inkpots  had  to  be  discarded  long  since. 
On  returning  I  have  to  search  aroimd  for  the  table  ; 
it  is  generally  somewhere  else.    When  I  have 
gathered  my  gigantic  but  scattered  intellects  from 
the  four  winds  of  heaven  I  make  a  jab  at  the  paper, 
and  as  often  as  not  miss  it  and  ruin  the  nib.    At  one 
time  I  used  frequently  to  bury  it  in  the  back  of  my 
left  hand,  but  that  is  stopped  now  since  I  took  to 
wearing  that  much  abused  though  useful  member  in 
my  pocket.    To  cheer  me  in  my  labours  I  have 
music.    Miss  X.S.R.  is  something  like  Jones  in  that 
respect,  only  more  so.    She  thinks  she  is  the  coming 
prima  donna,  and  that  the  world  has  a  treat  in  store 
for  it.    I  think  so,  too,  and  so  would  you  if  you 
heard  her  exhorting  the  Church  miHtaint  to  assume 
a  warhke  style  in  its  onward  march,  picking  out  the 
air  meanwhile  with  one  finger  on  an  autoharp,,  which 
a  fond  though  misguided  brother  presented  her  with 
before  his  departure  for  distant  chmes.  Suddenly 
a  cyclone  sweeps  across  my  legs,  and  from  beneath 
the  table  surges  a  confused  mass  of  small  boy  and 
foxhound.    It  is  only  X.S.R.  No.  5 — a  regular 
hnib — shaving  a  sUght  difference  of  opinion  with  his 
particular  pal.  one  of  a  cOuple  of  foxhound  puppies 
T  have  been  ass  enough  to  walk.    This  interruption 
is  not  without  beneficial  results.    Someone  sud- 
denly remembers  there  ought  to  be  another  and 
younger  X.S.R.   and  another  puppy.  Presently 
they  are  found  ;  the  puppy  having  divested  him  of 
all  superfluous  clothing,  is  now  trying  to  take  the 
throttle  out  of  No.  6,  who  is  at  his  last  gasp.  My 
wife  suggests  sending  for  the  medicine  man,  but  I 
overrule  that,  as  the  baby  is  now  evidently  past  all 
human  aid.    However,  he  presently  proves  me  once 
more  in  the  wrong  by  coming  up  again  smiling. 

All  this  while  No.  4,  who  is  not  quite  so  robust  as 
the  others,  is  industriously  poring  over  the  pages  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette — he  reads  it  regularly  from 
cover  to  cover — and  just  as  I  have  squared  my 
elbows  for  another  whack  at  improving  humanity, 
"  Daddy,  I  say,  daddy,"  comes  the  soft  voice  of  the 
seven-year-old.  "  Yes,  my  son.  What  is  it  ?  " 
"  You've  been  in  the  United  States,  haven't  you  ?  " 
"  Yes,  for  about  ten  minutes."  "  Well,  then,  per- 
haps you  can  tell  me  if  there's  any  difference  between 
the  American  and  English  ounces."  "  No,  my  son  ; 
not  that  I  am  aware  of."  Then  ensues  a  slight 
pause.  "  Daddy,  don't  you  think  they  write  an 
awful  lot  of — of — of  funny  stuff  about  light  and 
heavy  rods  ?  "  I  tell  him  I  haven't  quite  formed 
an  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  when  I  do  I  intend 
keeping  it  to  myself.  "  Well,  look  here.  Daddy : 
mayn't  a  rod  just  suit  one  man,  and  be  too  heavy 
for  another  and  too  Ught  for  another  ?  "  "  True, 
my  son."  "  I  thought  so.  And  what's  equi- 
poise ?  "  "  Balance,  balance  !  "  "  You  mean  the 
thing  that  goes  round  a  bed  ?  "    "  No,  I  don't. 


B — B — B — Balance."  "  Oh,  yes,  balance — the 
thing  you  keep  at  the  bank."  "  Not  exactly,  my 
son  ;  the  thing  I  try  to  keep  at  the  bank,  but  can't. 
Equipoise  means  balance,  equal  weights,  like  a  pair 
of  scales.  Now  just  let  me  get  on  with  my  writing." 
"  Oh,  I  see.  Well,  that  is  funny  ;  a  para— some- 
thing ;  not  paraflin,  nor  paragraph,  but  a  para — you 
know  ;  something  that  is  and  isn't."  "  Paradox," 
I  meekly  suggest.  "  Yes.  that's  it.  You  add  some 
equipoise  to  a  heavy  rod  and  make  it  fighter  ;  that's 
a  regular  paradox."  Then  I  get  to  work  for  a  few 
minutes.  "  Daddy,  daddy,  how  many  ounces  of 
equipoise  would  it  take  to  make  a  13^oz.  rod  weigh 
5oz.  ?  "  "  My  son,  if  you  don't  leave  me  alone  for 
the  short  space  of  five  minutes,  I'll  go  to  my  cup- 
board for  a  broken  top- joint  and  show  you  aU  the 
equipoise  you're  himgering  after."  Then  he  half 
closes  his  off-eyeUd  and  screws  up  his  comical  httle 
face,  and  that  face  says  as  plainly  as  any  face  can 
say,  even  with  the  assistance  of  its  mouth,  "  No, 
you  won't,  Mr.  Daddy.  You  couldn't.  You're  too 
chock-full  of  patience.  You're  that  full  of  patience 
I  see  it  right  up  in  your  eyes." 

Hark  !  Do  mine  ears  deceive  me  ?  No  such 
luck.  I  hear  "  Then  you'll  remember  me  "  coming 
up  the  path.  It's  that  ass  Jones  with  the  floats. 
He  will  probably  stay  to  coach  me  in  the  proper 
conduct  of  dry-flying  with  a  float  attachment. 
Patience,  stand  by  me  on  this  occasion  if  ever  you 
did.  The  inclination  to  put  the  "Kibosh  "  on  Jones 
seems  to  grow  on  me.  If  the  "  British -subaltern-in- 
India  "  spirit  gets  the  better  of  me  for  one  moment 
only  the  boot  will  be  on  the  other  leg,  and  "  he'll 
remember  me  "  for  his  whack  of  eternity.  As  I  get 
up  to  hunt  for  a  reasonably  secure  place  for  my 
fountain  pen  to  rechne  in,  a  place  where  I  stand  a 
6  to  4  chance  of  finding  it  in  again.  I  bowl  myself  out 
at  a  trick  I  have  recently  acquired.  My  disengaged 
hand  wanders  around  in  the  scapular  region  as  well 
as  the  foul  fiend  i-heumatism  will  allow.  "  Serves 
you  right ;  you  will  have  those  nasty  puppies  in- 
doors," a  voice  softly  breathes  o'er  the  sewing 
machine.  Then  I  smile  grimly  and  inwardly,  and 
think,  "  You're  wrong  tliis  time,  Mrs.  X.S.R.  ; 
I'm  only  feeling  for  tangible  evidence  of  wings  which 
I  know  are  sprouting."  X.  S.  R. 


LIGHT  LEGEKING  IN  LITTLE 
EIVEES. 

In  many  well-known  swims  in  such  little  rivers  as 
the  Wey,  Med  way.  Bother  (between  Selham  and  the 
Arun,  for  instance).  Lea,  Witham,  Stort,  Rib,  and 
Mole,  in  my  humble  opinion  one  can  continue  to 
kill  roach  and  other  fish,  and  often  bett«r  fish,  by 
legering  only  six  or  eight  yards  off,  even  in  three 
feet  of  water,  than  catching  them  considerablj' 
deeper  with  the  top  of  the  rod  held  directly  over  the 
float  tight  lining  or  fishing  in  the  ordinary  way. 

For  instance,  I  have  seen  an  angler  lose  a  grand 
trout  in  the  Rib,  where  it  was  not  five  yards  in 
width,  and  I  have  caught  perch  up  to  |lb.  and  roach 
up  to  quite  l|lb.  where  it  was  no  wider.  In  float 
fishing  unless  one  legers  with  it  in  the  rivers  to  which 
I  refer,  eight  anglers,  out  of  ten  who  fish  these  rivers 
would  pull  their  floats  out  three  or  four  times  (and 
probably  more)  to  the  legerers  once.  Even  to  an 
angler  most  anxious  to  keep  his  float  in  as  long  as 
possible,  unless  he  "  hanchoi-ed  her,"  as  they  say  on 
the  Bedford  Ouse,  there  is  something  suie  to  occiu- 
to  make  him  pull  out.  The  float  may  be  as  right  as 
possible,  but  there  is  a  feeUng  comes  over  one  that 
it  would  be  better  a  little  higher  xvp,  lower  down, 
nearer  in  or  further  out,  deeper  or  shallower,  etc., 
and  one  pulls  out.  In  paste  fishing  it  would  be 
awful.  Small  gudgeon  or  minnows  might  attack 
the  bait,  make  the  float  bob  about  in  the  most 
erratic  manner,  and  make  one  pull  out.  I  have 
frequently  seen  anglers  do  this  in  clear  water  not 
more  than  four  feet  in  depth,  trying  to  catch  roach 
and  dace  with  tackle  that  many  would  consider 
very  coarse.  My  experience  is  that  large  roach,  at 
any  rate,  are  more  hlcely  to  be  caught  in  the  rivers 
mentioned  when  legering  with  fine  tackle  M-ith  the 
bait  resting  on  the  gi'ound  than  when  it  is  off.  I 
mean  in  clear  water.  It  paj^s  better  to  leger  even 
with  cheese-paste  for  chub.  It  would  take  a  very 
cute  and  clever  angler  to  catch  a  chub  in  many  swims, 
in  these  rivers  with  a  float  and  the  bait  well  off  th 
ground.  I  have  seen  many  anglers  attempt  it  in 
vain.  There  are  numerous  swims  where  I  would 
sooner  leger  one  hour  than  fish  with  the  float  six. 

In  the  former  case,  if  one  sits  perfectly  quiet  and 
allows  a  pear-shaped  and  often  a  barley-corn  lead 
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or  small  perforated  bullet  to  rest  on  a  split  shot 
fixed  on  a  very  fine  line  just  above  the  loop  of  the 
gut,  nineteen  anglers  out  of  twenty  can  get  this  out 
where  they  want  it  easier  than  a  float,  and  probably 
not  one  angler  out  of  the  twenty  would  attempt  to 
cast  from  a  reel,  and  in  many  of  the  swims  I  have 
fished  it  is  quite  as  well  they  do  not.  There  is  not 
a  quarter  of  the  disturbance  going  on  as  when  float 
fishing,  and  one  can  fish  many  swims  with  greater 
quiet  and  more  success.  After  the  cast  is  made 
and  the  angler  has  carefully  wound  up  the  Une  until 
the  resistance  of  the  bullet  or  lead  can  be  felt,  there 
is  nothing  to  disturb  the  fish.  There  is  not  the 
peculiar  vibration  on  the  rod  as  in  fishing  faster 
streams.  Quietly  seated  all  alone  and  thoroughly 
enjoying  the  numerous  pleasant  objects  around, 
there  is  nothing  to  annoy  or  exasperate  him.  All 
is  peace  and  contentment.  Anon,  a  strange  bird 
passes,  a  moorhen  flies  across  the  stream  with  her 
dangling  legs  striking  the  water,  a  pair  of  swans 
swim  calmly  and  majestically  past  wondering  what 
the  angler  is  up  to.  Dragon  Flies  zigzag  under  the 
waving  wiUow  withes,  the  trees  sough  in  the  wind, 
and  at  last — yes,  there  is  a  sUght  trembUng  of  the 
line.    Now  look  out,  my  friend. 

I  may  j  ust  mention  in  passing  that  nearly  all 
trees  give  forth  a  different  sound  from  the  willow 
to  the  aspen,  and  in  rather  a  high  wind  it  often 
resembles  the  melancholy  music  of  the  sea.  The 
splash  and  disturbance  made  by  the  bullet,  in  my 
opinion,  make  very  httle  difl^erence ;  it  weighs 
next  to  nothing  recollect,  and  I  have  had  bites  in 
less  than  two  minutes  after  it  has  struck  the  water. 
Do  fish  take  any  notice  of  an  acorn  dropping  in  the 
water  ?  I  doubt  it.  Well,  a  pistol  bullet  or  a 
barley-corn  lead  sinks  to  the  bottom  so  quickly 
fish  have  no  time  to  investigate.  Not  a  single 
movement  of  the  angler  can  be  seen ;  the  bait  is 
too  far  away,  and  if  he  watches  where  the  lead 
strikes  there  is  often  no  difficulty  in  pitching  in 
ground-bait — that  is  to  say,  as  little  as  possible ;  if 
there  is,  he  can  easily  squeeze  a  pellet  round  his 
lead  or  bullet  now  and  again  (an  excellent  plan), 
for  it  is  certain  to  be  in  the  right  spot.  If  he  finds 
any  difficulty  in  this,  he  should  work  up  a  little 
barley  meal  with  the  bran  or  pollard.  Roach, 
bream,  dace,  and  even  perch  at  times  are  partial  to 


feeding  on  the  ground.  I  have  hooked  many  perch 
while  legering,  and  two  good  ones  recently.  The 
eyes  of  all  ground  feeding  fish  are  so  placed  as  to 
enable  them  to  see  objects  both  above  and  around 
them.  I  mean  they  can  direct  their  eyes  on  objects 
on  the  ground.  You  think  not  ?  Well,  all  I  can 
say  is,  I  have  frequently  seen  them  do  it,  and  they 
look  as  if  they  knew  what  they  were  after,  I  do  assure 
you.  In  short,  the  indifference  they  have  shown  to 
certain  objects  and  the  quickness  with  which  they 
have  seized  on  others,  I  firmly  beUeve  they  know  as 
well  as  possible  what  is  good  and  what  is  not. 
When  a  large  bream  or  roach  turns  his  head  down, 
after  he  has  picked  up  the  bait,  he  appears  crane-Uke 
to  swing  himseK  level  again.  This  is  the  critical 
moment,  for  should  there  be  any  resistance  it  is 
the  Crystal  Palace  to  a  cucumber  the  bait  will  be 
ejected.  Of  course  the  angler  can  anchor  his  float 
in  these  still,  pondy  rivers  at  anj'  angle  he  pleases 
(say,  at  an  angle  of  seventy-five  degrees),  but  I 
have  noticed  that  if  he  can  have  his  weight  in  a 
direct  line  with  his  rod  he  wiU  be  less  hkely  to  miss 
his  fish.  At  an  angle  of  seventy-five  degrees,  the 
tackle  below  the  one  single  shot  on  which  the  weight 
rests  might  be  at  such  an  angle  from  it,  he  would 
have  to  strike  dead  on  the  weight  before  he  could 
hook  his  fish  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  this  has  often 
been  the  case  when  I  have  seen  anglers  strike  in 
vain  when  legering  at  these  idiotic  angles.  I  think 
a  two-foot  length  of  gut  is  ample.  I  have  seen 
some  anglers  have  it  three  feet  and  even  four  feet 
below  the  weight.  Such  a  length  of  gut  might  fall 
in  loops  all  about  the  bait,  and  so  give  a  fish  a  fine 
chance  to  do  almost  what  it  pleased  with  it  before 
the  angler  could  be  at  him — suck  the  insides  of 
gentles,  etc. 

Striking. — ^The  chief  thing  for  the  novice  to  guard 
against  is  striking  too  hard.  I.«gering  is  a  waiting 
game,  and  in  certain  circumstances  it  has  a  charm 
quite  its  own.  An  hour  goes  by,  when  there  comes 
first  a  shake,  then  a  regular  pull  at  the  rod  top ;  for 
the  nonce,  muscle  predominates  over  mind,  reason 
has  fled,  and  instead  of  a  gentle  stroke  or  tightening 
on  the  fish,  the  rod  is  seized  with  both  hands  and 
with  a  mighty  swish  the  bullet  is  sent  into  a  hedge 
or  the  float  and  tackle  (minus  the  hook)  on  the  bank. 
I  have  seen  both  done  by  an  angler  whose  name  I 


am  not  going  to  tell.  Be  calm,  strike  gently,  and 
then  you  will  never  have  to  call  yourself  an  ass. 

Another  great  drawback  when  legering  for  roach 
with  gentles  and  paste,  and  especially  paste,  is  the 
number  of  fish  that  are  missed  to  what  are  caught. 
I  have  seen  anglers,  and  good  anglers,  strike  how 
they  might,  miss  three  fish  out  of  four,  when  the 
baits  have  been  from  twelve  yards  to  fifteen  yards 
off.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  not  sure  that  quite 
as  many  fish  would. not  be  missed  with  the  same 
baits  with  a  float,  used,the  same  distance  from  the 
rod  as  a  lead  or  bullet,  and  that  in  spite  of  the  fish 
having  to  move  only  the  one  split  shot  on  which 
the  bullet  or  lead  rests  to  indicate  a  bite,  the  fine 
line  ofl'ering  little  or  no  resistance.  This  should  be 
some  consolation  to  the  leger  fisherman.  The  rod 
should  be  neither  too  stiff  nor  too  whippy,  both  are 
bad.  The  rod  that  one  can  cast  a  medium  sized 
bullet  thirty  or  forty  yards  with  ease,  I  think  will 
be  found  about  the  thing  (say,  10ft.  6in.  in  length). 
Another  recommendation-  The  method  can  be 
adopted  either  in  a  clear  or  cloudy  water,  all  sorts 
of  baits  can  be  used,  and  as  a  rule  the  angler  will  do 
well  to  use  as  httle  ground-bait  as  possible,  for 
there  is  an  immense  amount  of  natural  food  in 
many  of  these  little  streams,  fringed  as  they  often 
are  with  aquatic  vegetation,  weeds  innumerable, 
and  overhung  with  trees.  In  these  circumstances, 
to  use  a  ground-bait  to  which  fish  are  very  partial, 
and  then  a  hook-bait  to  which  they  are  not,  is  like 
giving  a  youngster  apple  tart  and  plum  pudding, 
and  then  expecting  him  to  eat  cby  bread  and 
mouldy  cheese  after  it  with  gusto — a  great  mistake 
many  anglers  make  without  knowing  it.  As  Hamlet 
says,  "  Reform  it  altogether."       Old  Angler. 


AFTEE  PEAL  IN  THE  DAKK. 

We  are  all  hard  at  it  every  night  now  as  the 
peal  are  running  and  wiU  not  take  in  daytime.  Our 
nocturnal  labours  are  confined  to  one  spot,  their 
special  feeding-ground,  where  a  flat  weedy  beck 
joins  the  main  river.  In  West  Country  parlance 
the  beck  is  called  a  "  lake."  We  angle  with  the 
garden  fly,  and  pin  our  faith  to  different  breeds. 
For  instance.  Sir  Thomas,  Sir  Henry,  and  the 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWABDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

Prom  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout, 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle.  | 


Malloch's  New  King^fisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  n  ew 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  nevM 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 
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Hon:  George  swear  by  grays  ;  the  "  Dook  "  Edward 
by  red-tops ;  while  Lord  Reginald  is  divided 
between  the  two,  and  vaguely  hints  at  a  deadly 
green  worm  which  no  one  else  can  find.  Being 
limited  to  so  small  a  space  there  is  a  sociable, 
companionable  sort  of  feeling  among  us,  and  the 
rod-tops  of  "  the  faithful  five  " — as  we  are  called — 
are  seldom  more  than  two  feet  apart.  Lord 
Reginald  mostly  holds  his  weapon  steady  ;  so  does 
the  "  Dook  "  ;  Sir  Thomas  and  the  Hon.  George 
hold  their  tops  high,  and  Sir  Henry's  waves  grace- 
fully up  and  down.  There  is  usually  an  evening 
race  to  secure  the  best  place,  the  happy  winner 
generally  discovering  that  the  one  or  two  fish  which 
condescend  to  feed  have  boycotted  him,  and  gone 
to  the  very  place  he  did  not  want.  There  is  an 
imdefined  fascination  about  this  nine  yards  difiicult 
to  account  for,  as  after  three  nights  spent  in  vain 
next  evening  finds  three  of  the  faithful  there  again. 
In  fact,  we  always  ago.  Presently  the  "  Dook," 
who  has  been  trying  the  "  lake,"  comes  down,  and 
anon  a  famiUar  figure  looms  in  sight  through^the 
gloaming.  It  is  Sir  Henry,  pipe  in  mouth,  with  a 
formidable  array  of  tackle  round  his  hat.  We 
are  all  smoking.  We  pretend  it  is  to  keep  off  the 
midges,  but  this  is  only  a  hollow  excuse  for  a  per- 
nicious habit.  After  the  usual  dispute  about  red- 
tops  and  grays — not  forgetting  the  unprocurable 
green  worm — silence  reigns,  each  of  us  hopefully 
expecting  a  bite.  Suddenly  a  fine  peal  leaps  out 
right  under  the  "  Dook's "  rod.  We  all  cry, 
"  Now  you  have  him  ;  you  surely  can't  miss  him," 
but  the  "  Dook  "  only  growls  a  doubt.  We  hear  a 
heavy  splash  up  the  "  lake,"^and  someone  says, 
"  They  are  all  gone  up  there,"  as  if  hinting  that  his 
friends  should  go  after  them,  and  leave  him  in  sole 
possession  of  the  nine  yards.-  This  hint  is  always 
received  with  silence ;  none  of  us  take  advantage 
of  it. 

It  grows  darker,  and  the  stillness  becomes  oppres- 
sive. It  is  broken  by  a  squeaking  amid  the  flaggers, 
and  rustlings.  We  want  to  know  the  meaning  of 
this,  and  Sir  Thomas  explains  that  it  is  a  rat.  We 
all  kick  at  the  flaggers  and  swear  at  it.  The  rat 
cheerfully  scrambles  about,  evidently  thinking  it  a 
sort  of  game.  It  finally  lands  on  Sir  Thomas'  boot, 
a  confidence  at  which,  though  touching,  he  expos- 
tulates forcibly.  Then  comes  an  ear-sphtting 
squawk  from  a  moorhen,  and  next  a  trampUng 
behind  us.  It  is  a  herd  of  steers  prospecting  the 
place,  and  cannot  be  borne.-  Sir  Henry  manfully 
goes  for  them,  and  thrashes  them  up  the  field  with 
rod  and  Une  (and  hook)i  We  cheer  him  on  his  way 
with  loud  and  continued  applause.  A  big  wave  is 
now  dimly  visible  on  the  "  lake."  It  is  caused  by  a 
better  angler,  and  amid  a  chorus  of,  "  That  darned 
otter  again  !  "  Sir  Thomas  discharges  his  revolver, 
but  without  fatal  effect.  The  "  Dook "  has  a 
nibble  though  he  does  not  say  so,  lest  the  others 
should  throw  on  top  of  him  and  seek  to  do  him  out 
of  a  victim.  "  Well,  I'm  bothered,"  he  says,  "  if 
he  ain't  gone !  "  Sir  Henry  gets  another  and 
strikes  ;  we  all  look  skywards,  expecting  to  see  a 
fish's  head  among  the  stars,  but  are  disappointed. 
An  eel  Mildly  squirms  aloft,  and  on  reaching  Mother 
Earth  is  violently  stamped  on  in  a  sort  of  war-dance 
amid  loud  objurgations  from  Sir  Henry  who  tells 
us  that  his  gear  is  all  in  double  knots.  We  are 
unsympathetic ;  we  occasionally  express  our 
wonder  how  the  deuce  the  fish  can  pass  five  tempting 
baits,  and  console  each  other  by  saying  that  they 
haven't  a  chance.  If  we  could  overhear  fish  lan- 
guage we  should  probably  be  enUghtened  upon  this 
point.  Every  now  and  then  we  relieve  our  feeUngs 
by  shouting,  "  Got  him  !  "  or  "  Now  he's  nibbUng  !  " 
remarks  not  enthusiastically  received  by  the  party 
addressed.  Or  we  ask  one  another  why  we  come 
here  at  all.  No  one  seems  to  know.  The  Hon. 
George  has  a  bite  ;  not  quite  sure  what  it  is.  It 
turns  out  to  be  an  eel,  upon  which  he  uses  language 
he  certainly  never  learned  at  Sunday  School.  He 
recasts  viciously,  and  Sir  Thomas  complains  that  his 
eye  is  nearly  knocked  out  by  a  fiying  worm.  Peace 
is  established,  and  dead  silence  for  twenty  minutes  : 
it  is  exciting  work.  A  sudden  yeU  of  dismay  startles 
us.  Sir  Henry  has  got  his  fifth  eel.  In  his  wild 
struggles  to  stamp  it  to  death  and  chop  it  up  with 
scissors  we  somehow  all  get  tangled  up,  and  become 
a  truly  united  brother  band.  It  is  an  impressive 
scene — at  least  it  would  be  if  anyone  could  see. 
We  can  only  feel,  and  compliment  one  another  as 
we  unplait  our  lines  and  unlace  our  rods.  An  hour 
passes  delightfully  ;  then  we  hear  a  sharp  "  snick  " 
and  splashings.  We  know  what  this  means.  Sir 
Thomas  has  got  a  fish.    We  raise  our  rods  to  let 


him  pass  and  take  it  down  to  the  landing-place — 
for  we  despise  nets — and  try  hard  not  to  wish  that 
we  had  it  instead.  We  demand  to  know  if  it  is  a 
four-pounder.  "  No,"  he  says  guardedly,  "  only 
the  usual  size."  The  town  clocks  chime  midnight, 
but  we  are  too  intent  on  our  sport  to  mind.  At 
length  Sir  Thomas  Hfts  his  rod.  "  Here's  for  bed," 
he  says.  The  welcome  words  act  as  a  tahsman  ; 
we  may  as  well  get  one  night's  good  sleep.  So  we 
jack  up,  refill  our  pipes,  and  tell  one  another  that 
we  will  not  go  next  evening.  But  we  know  this  is 
only  a  mean  artifice  for  each  to  have  the  whole  place 
to  himself.  We  are  all  too  faithful  for  that.  And 
even  if  we  do  not  get  the  peal,  we  can  always 
excuse  ourselves.  If  it  is  moonhght.  Sir  Thomas 
says  they  never  take  then  ;  if  moonless,  it  is  too 
dark  ;  if  dry  weather,  we  want  rain  to  wake  them 
up  ;  and  if  it  rains,  they  are  all  gone  up  the  river 
with  the  fresh  water.  When  they  jump  derisively 
under  our  noses  we  say  that  is  a  sign  they  are  not 
taking  ;  and  if  they  do  not  we  decide  they  are'not 
there.  But  there  is  always  healthy  excitement  -vdth 
the  eels,  and  like  the  poor  they  are  always  with  us. 
It  is  a  grand,  invigorating  sport  this  peal  fishing. 

Black  Hackle. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebai.  Remaeks. — The  heavy  rain 
which  fell  on  Wednesday  keeps  the  river  well 
flushed,  and  the  lower  reaches  nicely  tinted.  Several 
anglers  have  been  out  during  the  week,  but  only 
here  and  there  has  sport  been  good.  At  Kingston 
very  few  fish  have  been  caught,  but  a  bank  ancler, 
at  the  Town's  End  Hole,  succeeded  in  getting  the 
largest  bream  of  the  season,  a  fish  of  61b. 
He  also  had  another  of  21b.  A  Thames  Conservancy 
officer  has  been  watching  the  anglers  at  Surbiton 
sewer,  but  no  arrests  have  been  made.  At  this 
time  of  the  year  the  bream  usually  leave  the  sewer 
for  deeper  water,  so  that  we  may  have  to  wait  till 
next  year  for  any  poaching  at  this  spot.  It  is  a 
good  thing,  however,  to  know  that  the  Conservancy 
is  on  the  alert  in  this  matter.  Sport  should  be 
good  this  week  end,  as  the  river  ia  in  good  order. — 
F.  H,  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  is  still  in  splendid 

condition,  and  roach  are  still  good  feeders,  but  bite 
best  during  the  last  hour  of  fishing.  A  few  barbel 
and  chub  have  been  caught,  but  small.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pratt  have  taken  751b.  of  roach,  jack,  and 
perch  in  their  outings  with  G.  Arlett,  and  Mr. 
Fieby  and  Clisby,  out  with  the  same  professional, 
took  251b.  of  roach  and  a  pike  of  121b.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G.  Machin,  fishing  with  S.  Mead,  during  the 
evening  on  Aug.  19,  took  141b.  of  good  roach,  the 
best  fish  of  lib.  falling  to  the  rod  of  the  lady  angler. 
Patrons  of  J.  Arlett,  G.  Vaughan,  and  J.  Sargeant 
have  had  some  good  bags  of  roach.  With  a  little 
less  wind,  sport  should  continue  good.  The  bankers 
have  not  been  doing  so  well  of  late. — Stanley 
Mead. 

 (Bichmond). — The  only  punt  man  that  has 

been  out  is  Mansell,  his  patron  having  some  bream 
and  fair-sized  dace.  There  has  also  been  two  or 
three  more  carp  taken ;  one  leviathan  of  a  carp,  which 
weighed  12flb.,  came  to  an  untimely  end.  He  was 
seen  floundering  about  in  the  water  sick,  and  was 
dragged  ashore  by  a  bank  angler.  It  was  a  pity  it 
was  not  caught  fair  in  the  mouth.  It  is  reported 
that  between  Richmond  and  Kew  several  good  fish 
have  been  seen  dead  by  the  river  banks.  It  is 
thought  that  the  petrol  from  some  of  the  launches 
has  caused  it. — Gaynob  and  Son. 

Bottisliaui  Locks  (Waterbeach). — Throughout 
the  week  cold  and  unseasonable  weather  has  pre- 
vailed on  this  part  of  the  Cam,  consequently  there 
has  been  only  one  whole  fair  day's  fishing,  when 
mixed  bags  of  fish,  from  51b.  to  131b.,  were  seen. 
The  lady  anglers  are  more  numerous  this  season, 
and  have  been  having  sport  amongst  the  roach ; 
some  of  these  are  getting  quite  experts  at  plying 
the  rod.  With  settled  weather,  prospects  are  good  ; 
plenty  of  fish  about. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  recent  heavy 
rains  have  had  the  effect  of, keeping  the  river  in 
floodi  The  water  is  very  dull,  and  fish  are  not 
taking  well.  Net  fishing  has  concluded,  and  rod 
fishermen  hope  to  get  better  sport  with  salmon. 
On  Friday,  Aug.  14,  fishing  in  the  Harbourne,  Mr. 
E.  Distin  creeled  a  basket  of  over  thirty  fish,  all 
in)  the  pink  of  condition.  On  the  same  day, 
Mr.  E,  Ackrell  secured  [two  dozen  and  four  beauti- 
ful fish.    Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green,  too,  has  had  one  or 


two  fair  baskets.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  H,  T.  Distin 
secured  half-a-dozen.  Several  good  salmon  have 
recently  been  caught  in  the  upper  reaches  on  the 
moor,  where  anglers  appear  to  be  having  a  fairly 
good  time. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Maltou,  York). — The  river  is  in  very 
good  condition  at  time  of  writing  (Aug.  17)  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing.  Some  nice  roach  have  been 
caught  near  Kirkham  Abbey.   Prospects  good. — H. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaalc  Walton  Hotel 
Xengths), — The  fishing  in  these  two  rivers  should 
be  at  its  best  as  soon  as  the  fioods  have  gone  down, 
both  rivers  having  had  a  good  wash  out.  Mr.  W. 
S.  Bassett,  on  Monday  (Aug.  17),  caught  six  brace, 
all  trout ;  W.  Evans,  one  brace.  No  fishing  on 
Tuesday.  After  Monday  night,  heavy  rain.  There 
have  been  very  few  anglers  on  the  river  this  month, 
and  those  had  only  poor  success. — Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby).  —  At  present  there  is  only  a 
moderate  number  of  rods  operating  on  this  river, 
and  the  takea  during  the  past  week  are  practically 
nil.  This  state  of  affairs  is  largely  influenced  by 
the  low  condition  of  the  river,  and  a  good  spate  is 
requisite  previous  to  any  material  improvement  in 
the  prospects  of  angling.  Sea  anglers  are,  however, 
experiencing  capital  sport  off  the  rocks,  one  party, 
whilst  fishing  about  two  hours,  having  landed  above 
two  score  of  mixed  fish.  Whiting  and  haddock  are 
very  plentiful,  and  are  not  infrequently  caught 
well  inshore.  From  the  piers  and  quays  some 
remunerative  takes  are  recorded  during  the  past 
week,  the  bottom  line  with  herring  as  the  lure 
having  proved  very  efieetive. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  unsettled  weather 
has  not  conduced  to  good  sport  generally.  Some 
trout  have  been  taken  early  and  late  with  usual  fliea 
and  up-worm  fishing  in  the  main  river,  Creedy,  and 
Culme,  while  coarse  fishing  has  also  been  good  at 
Cowley,  St.  Davids,  and  Exwick,  some  good  takes 
offperch  and  roach  being  recorded.  In  the  canal 
at  Lime  Kilns,  Topsham,  and  Turf,  some  good 
creels  have  been  made,  and  at  the  latter  noted 
rendezvous  a  fine  lot  of  perch  have  been  taken, 
one  of  l|^lb.  among  the  number,  also  roach  and  eels  ; 
the  perch  and  eels  were  taken  chiefly  with  live 
minnow  and  worms,  the  roach  with  gentles  and 
paste. — Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (Sonth  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
Some  rains  have  visited  the  anglers  in  the  Fen 
District.  Although  there  has  been  a  fair  downfall 
it  has  failed  to  disturb  the  clearness  of  the  waters. 
Sport  in  the  Wisbech  district  is  beginning  to  improve, 
and  from  various  points  some  excellent  accounts 
arrive  of  sport  on  the  Middle  Level  drain.  Bream 
fishing  has  been  very  ^  successful,  and  roach  have 
afforded  better  sport  than  hitherto.  Some 
nice  tench  have  also  been  captured  in  various 
swims  along  with  a  lot  of  rudd  and  perch.  The 
chief  bait  used  in  this  quarter  has  been  creed  wheat. 
Sport  is  not  very  enticing  on  the  Fortj'-foot,  though 
some  captures  have  been  reported  from  the  lower 
lengths.  About  Billingborough  anglers  have  done 
fairly  well  among  roach.  In  one  or  two  cases  nearly 
forty  fish  have  attended  on  a  sitting.  By  the  way, 
I  hear  the  Black  Sluice  Commissioners  are  about 
improving  the  facilities  for  fishing ;  they  are  going 
to  stock  one  or  two  places  on  the  Forty-foot  with 
black  bass — rather  a  novelty  for  this  district. — 
Limpet. 

Ztchen  (Winchester). — ^Unsettled  weather ;  cold, 
boisterous  winds,  rain,  and  thunderstorms  have 
been  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  past  week. 
Generally  the  evenings  have  been  more  like 
February  than  August.  On  Aug.  14,  a  strong  S.W. 
wind  and  constant  storms  of  rain.  There  was  a 
slight  hatch  of  fly  about  at  midday.  Evening 
fishing  was  a  complete  failure.  Very  little  spinner 
and  only  occasional  rises  of  fish  with  very  long 
intervals  between.  On  the  15th,  strong  westerly 
winds  amounting  to  a  gale  at  times,  good  hatch 
of  Dark  Olives  from  11  to  3  o'clock.  Very 
difficult  owing  to  the  rough  water  to  see  a  fish 
rise,  but  when  you  did  see  one  it  was  a  com- 
paratively simple  matter  to  rise  and  hook  him. 
Cold  winds  prevailed  in  the  evening,  and  there  was 
little  or  no  spinner.  About  7.30  there  was  a  good 
rise  of  Blue- winged  I  Olive,  and  fish  rose  well  to 
them  until  after  dark.  On  the  16th,  strong  west 
winds,  rainstorms,  and  unsettled,  thundery  weather. 
Fish  rose  from  11  a.m.  till  late  in  the  afternoon. 
Light  and  Medium  Olive  hatched  out  all  day,  and  was 
at  their  best  just  before  a  heavy  rainstorm,  which  we 
had  at  intervals.  In  the  evening  a  little  spinner  of 
VEirious  sorts,  and  about  7.15  a  good  rise  of  B.  W.  O., 
which  lasted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
brought  up  fish  that  had  despised  the  spinners  and 
Duns  of  the  earlier  hours  of  the  day.  On  the  17th, 
westerly  winds,  with  variations  from  N.W.  to  S.W., 
rather  less  force  than  the  previous  day ;  fly  chiefly 
an  Olive  of  medium  colour,  hatched  out  from  about 
10  until  12  o'clock,  then  we  had  a  lull  of  both  fly 
and  fish,  and  nothing  moved  until  7.30,  when  for 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  fish  rose  well  to  spinners, 
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which  did  not  appear  to  fall  in  any  great  quantity.but 
still  brought  up  fish  that  had  not  moved  earlier  in 
the  day.  To  summarise  the  results  of  the  week,  the 
weather  has  been  erratic,  we  have  had  a  little  of 
every  conceivable  kind  of  weather,  and  too  much  of 
some  kinds,  but  fish  have  risen  better,  and  better 
baskets  have  been  made  than  in  any  previous  weeks 
of  this  so  far  bad  season.  On  the  18th,  no  fly  in 
day-time — short  rise  of  spinner  in  the  evening,  then 
thunder  and  rain  put  an  end  to  it. — Pale  Watery 
Dun. 

Littleport  (Cambridg'e  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).  —  The  water  here  is  now  in 
splendid  fishing  trim,  and  sport  has  been  good  all 
round.  Many  anglers  have  been  down  during  the 
week,  and  very  few  have  returned  empty-handed. 
Best  catch  of  bream  reported  was  361b.  The 
average  catch  of  roach  per  angler  was  about  101b. 
—P.  W.  G. 

iMTigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  were  in  fair  fishing  order  up  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  week,  but  the  weather  has  been  so 
unsettled  that  angling  has  not  been  good.  Heavy 
storms  of  rain  have  been  had,  and  the  water  is  now 
running  coloured  and  not  in  order  for  fly  fishing ; 
more  rain  threatens,  and  the  prospects  for  sport 
will  )be  bad  unless  we  get  some  more  settled 
weather.  Before  Tuesday  a  few  anglers  were  out 
and  tried  fly,  and  one  or  two  nice  grayling  and 
trout  were  taken,  but  no  really  good  sport.  The 
Pinsley  is  coloured. — Gwynne. 

Lnggr,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingslaud).— 
Another  week  of  stormy  unsettled  weather  has 
caused  two  or  three  slight  freshes  of  stained  water, 
now  (Wednesday  evening)  clearing  and  sinking 
nicely,  and  will  be  in  grand  order  by  the  time  this 
appears,  so  that  next  week,  providing  the  weather 
be  fair,  sport  should  be  good,  and  as  it  is  practically 
the  last  week  of  the  trout  season  in  the  Wye  Fishery 
district  (close  season  begins  Sept.  2)  many  anglers 
will  take  advantage  of  the  favourable  conditions. 
Flies  same  as  mentioned  in  last  week's  report. 
Trout  are  running  freely  at  the  minnow.  The  Vaga 
has  accounted  for  some  nice  fish.  Glass  moderate, 
rising ;  wind  west,  slight.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— The  excellent  sport  at 
the  early  part  of  last  week  caused  quite  a  flutter 
amongst  anglers  here,  and  many  have  been  anxious 
to  try  their  luck  since,  but  the  weather  for  the  past 
two  or  three  days  has  upset  matters.  The  best 
roach  caught  this  week  weighed  lib.  6oz.,  and 
amongst  the  bream  landed  was  one  of  41b.  12oz. 
Just  now  the  water  is  too  disturbed  to  expect  much, 
but  will  get  into  condition  in  a  day  or  two  with 
more  settled  weather. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Continuous  down- 
pours of  rain  have  greatly  interfered  with  fishing 
during  the  past  week,  and  has  kept  the  river  full 
and  discoloured.  During  the  intervals  of  com- 
paratively clear  water  trout  have  shown  an 
inclination  to  rise.  On  Monday  evening  (Aug.  17), 
about  7  p.m.,  although  the  water  was  very  brown 
there  was  a  good  rise  at  Pale  Duns,  and  some  nice 
fish  were  creeled,  but  the  rise  was  all  over  by  8  p.m. 
—Heron. 

Plymonth. — Rivers  are  all  in  good  condition, 
and  plenty  of  peal  have  been  caught  both  in  the 
Dart  and  the  Tavy.  A  nice  salmon  was  taken  on 
Aug.  17  in  the  Tavy,  fly  fishing,  which  turned  the 
scale  at  121b.  ;  it  was  in  excellent  condition.  Also 

several  nice  ones  have  been  grassed  in  the  Dart.  

William  Heabdeb. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— The  Severn  is  in  yellow 
flood,  and  angling  temporarily  at  a  standstill.  As 
soon  as  conditions  of  weather  and  water  permit, 
coarse  fishers  and  grayling  anglers  should  commence 
the  autumn  campaign  in  earnest.  In  many  places 
above  and  below  Shrewsbury  pike,  chuS.  an  J  ro^ch 
are  abundant,  but  the  more  remote  reaches  above 
Shrawardine  will  yield  better  sport  than  the  water 
in  and  near  the  borough.  There  ia  much  dissatis- 
faction and  agitation  on  the  part  of  Shrewsbury 
anglers  concerning  the  depletion  of  the  river  at  an'd 
above  the  town  by  netting,  which  it  now  legal  if 
the  net«inon  are  duly  licensed  and  have  thesaaotion 


of  riparian  owners  to  net.  Vast  quantities  of  coarso 
fish,  and  it  is  stated  trout  also,  have  been  caught 
of  late,  and  there  is  a  strong  feeling  that  anglers 
should  combine  to  lease  the  water  in  the  borough 
and  so  be  in  a  position  to  control  and  preserve  the 
fishing.  At  present  the  position  of  affairs  is  moat 
unsatisfactory.  Trout  are  few  and  far  between. 
The  sport  of  the  coarse  fish  anglers,  hitherto 
splendid,  is  being  spoiled  by  the  netting.  A  move- 
ment is  afoot  to  form  an  influential  angling  society 
at  Shrewsbury,  and  many  anglers  have  signified 
their  willingness  to  become  members  if  the  idea  is 
carried  out.  It  is  high  time  that  Salopian  anglers 
combined  to  protect  their  interests. — Hafben. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — A  sudden  and  very  unexpected  change  for 
the  worse  in  the  weather  was  experienced  in  this 
neighbourhood  on  the  evening  of  Thursday  in  last 
week,  when  rain  commenced  to  fall,  and  continued 
doing  so  at  frequent  intervals  up  to  Tuesday  last, 
when  a  great  improvement  took  place,  and  summer 
weather  again  prevailed,  but  the  weight  of  rain 
caused  all  these  rivers  to  rise  greatly  above  their 
usual  level,  and  they  are  still  very  high  and  much 
discoloured.  The  Tanat  and  Cain  will  be  in  con- 
dition for  angling  at  the  close  of  the  present  week, 
but  a  few  more  days  of  settled  weather  will  be 
required  before  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  will  be  in 
anything  like  proper  trim  for  the  fly. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suflfblk).  —With  weather  very 
unsettled  fish  are  not  feeding  quite  so  well  as  might 
be  expected,  but  some  good  fish  have,  however, 
been  captured,  although  the  baga,  as  a  rule,  are  not 
large.  Bream  up  to  4|lb.  and  roach  up  to  lib.  12oz. 
have  been  taken,  and  the  heaviest  bag  361b.  The 
river  is  now  in  excellent  stream  and  Colour,  and 
some  good  bags  will  no  doubt  be  made. — W.  T. 
Bainbbidge.  . 

Sussex    Rivers    and    Chichester  Canal.  

The  week  has  been  uneventful  in  the  way  of  sport. 
Rain  has  fallen  in  torrents  ;  rivers  are  much 
clouded.  Agriculturists  are  despairing  as  corn  is 
growing  in  the  sheaves,  where  cut,  and  the 
general  outlook  disastrous.  But  little  has  been 
done  on  the  rivers.  The  Arun.  noted  for  baas 
and  mullet,  has  this  year  fallen  far  short  of 
the  general  record.  A  bass  of  OJlb.  is  the  heaviest 
I  heard  of  in  a  visit  to  the  spot  on  Wednesday 
(Aug.  19).  Streams  in  West  Sussex  have  yielded  a 
few  good  trout,  but  some  of  these  have  been  taken 
with  worm  and  minnow.  The  Brighton  Anglers 
are  very  reticent  respecting  information  of  lakes 
and  sluices.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order,  and 
has  afforded  sport  among  all  kinds  of  fish,  eels 
predominating. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  water 
in  Teifi  is  very  high  at  present  and  splendid  sport 
with  salmon  and  trout  is  being  had.— H. 

—  (Llandyssil). — River  now  in  flood,  and  will 
be  in  splendid  order  by  Monday,  providing  we  have 
no  more  rain.  A  nice  salmon  of  9  Jib.  was  caught  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  19,  on  a  trout  rod  and  very  fine 
gut.  No.  1  hook,  in  the  Perth  water  by  the  local 
expert.  Two  salmon  up  to  71b.  were  caught  on  the 
rocks  in  the  village  at  end  of  week.  Some  very 
nice  baskets  of  trout  taken  with  worms  up  to  6Jlb. 
A  boy  of  nine  had  five  beautiful  trout  weighing  4lb. 

on  the  16th  at  the  bottom  of  the  Perth  garden.  

Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow),— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  running  in  very  fair  order  for  fishing  up  to 
Tuesday  morning.  -  Heavy  rain  has  been  had 
nearly  every  night,  but  the  water  kept  nice  until 
Tuesday  afternoon,  when  it  began  to  chance 
colour,  and  it  is  now  running  out  of  order  for  fly 
fishing ;  the  water  did  not  rise  but  a  few  inches, 
and  is  in  good  order  for  worm  fishing.  Angling 
before  the  rain  was  fairly  good,  the  fish  were 
well  on  the  feed  and  taking  fly  freely,  and 
some  nice  lota  were  taken.  Trout  are  very 
scarce  about  this  part  at  present,  and  it  is 
very  rare  to  hear  of  a  really  good  basket  being  landed. 
Roach,  dace,  perch,  eels,  and  chub  are  plentiful 
enough,  and  dishes  of  twelve  and  fourteen  of  these 
are  not  unusual.  Grayling  have  been  feeding,  and 
some  very  nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed.  On 
Aug.  14,  15,  and  17  a  good  few  anglers  were  out, 
and  some  nice  fish  landed.  On  Tuesday,  eels  of  lib. 
and  IJlb.  were  taken  with  worms,  and  some  good 
ones  in  the  eel  traps  at  the  milla.  Prospects  for 
next  week  are  very  doubtful  imless  the  weather 
takes  up.    The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 


Trout,  SEA-TROtrT,  and  Salmon  Flibs.— Largest  stuck  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  atteution  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
eelectiong  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
Use,  Is.  8d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  8  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  Including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trou*  heing  killed  with  one 
Oft«f..  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is  per  dozen.  E.xtia 
selected  horgehair  casta,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  j  first  quality, 
(Id.  each.— J.  E.  MillBR,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt.  19.  New 
Statlon.straet,  Laedi.   Tsle«p«m« :  "Piacator,  Laeds  " 


are  coloured.  Sport  fair  in  them  with  worm.— S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
runnmg  coloured,  and  not  in  order  for  fly-fishing, 
and  angling  in  this  part  at  present  is  quiet.  The 
water  was  in  capital  order  up  to  Monday,  and  the 
fish  were  well  on  the  rise  ;  the  rain  refreshed  the 
rivers,  and  some  good  sport  was  had  ;  but  heavy 
rain  fell  in  the  night  and  soon  stopped  the  prospects 
for  sport.  Before  the  rain  there  were  a  good  few 
anglers  out,  and  some  fair  sized  fish  were  landed 
with  the  fly  and  wasp  grub.  The  prospects  for 
fishing  next  week  are  uncertain,  as  more  rain  is 
Ukely.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  coloured. 
— Worcester. 

Tyue,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Last  week's  heavy  rains  have  put  all  our 
rivers  in  the  pink  of  condition  for  both  the  salmon 
and  trout  angler,  and  good  creels  of  trout  have  been 
killed  on  the  North  Tyne,  principally  with  minnow 
and  worm.  There  are  plenty  of  both  salmon  and 
sea-trout  in  the  higher  reaches;  they  do  not  appear 
to  take  to  the  fly.  The  lower  reaches  have  fished 
well,  some  good  baskets  of  trout  having  been 
taken  on  the  Corbridge  water  with  the  worm 
and  docken  grub.  The  Coquet  on  Aug.  16 
experienced  a  very  heavy  run  of  fish,  through 
the  heavy  rains  of  the  two  preceding  days. 
On  Monday  (Aug.  17)  a  good  many  anglers  were 
out,  and  some  good  fish  were  killed.  On  Aug.  17, 
Mr.  Catchiside  had  one  salmon,  weighing  24Jlb., 
and  Mr.  Maughan,  two,  of  41b.  and  lOlb.,  with 
worm. — Henby  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Linos).— Pike  fish- 
ing is  pretty  remunerative  on  the  Witham  ;  one 
angler  landed  seven  nice  fish  along  with  a  lot  of 
eels  and  roach.  At  Tattershall  an  angler  got  nine 
fish.  One  had  a  good  capture  of  tench.  He  had 
ten  fish,  the  heaviest  being  31b.  Some  heavy  perch 
have  also  been  grassed,  the  beat  being  21b.  Several 
good  bream  have  been  caught  at  Bardney,  but 
bream  fishing  seems  to  be  beat  about  the 
Grand  Sluice,  where  some  heavy  fish  ha\'e 
been  found,  one  of  the  beat  acaline  61b. 
Perch  fishing  appeara  best  about  Anton  Gowts, 
and  about  the  mouth  of  the  lock  and  the 
wide  turn  of  the  river  where  the  posts  stand  appeara 
to  be  their  home.  Some  good  sport  ia  also  reported 
from  Langrick  and  Dogdyke,  The  drains  about 
Boston  are  now  yielding  very  well.  Owing  to  the 
cutting  of  the  weeds  the  Water  is  in  fine  condition 
in  the  Bargate  drain.  Near  the  Maud  Foster  takes 
have  run  301b.  downwards  of  roach  at  a  aitting. 
Similar  work  has  been  done  on  the  Mount  Pleasant 
drain. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — Sport  with 
the  fly  on  these  rivers  since  Friday  has  been  very 
poor  owing  to  the  heavy  rain  we  have  had,  as  these 
rivers  have  been  bank  full  and  much  too  high  even 
for  bottom  fishing ;  several  nice  baskets  were  ob- 
tained on  Thursday,  Aug.  13,  both  on  the  Darley- 
dale  Club'a  water,  and  also  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  A.A.'s  water.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland  and  a 
friend,  fishing  near  Whatstand weU,  on  the  above  date 
took  three  £ind  five  brace  respectively.  The  bottom 
fishermen  are  having  good  sport.  I  hear  of  one 
local  angler  securing  seven  or  eight  brace,  and 
another  three  brace,  whilst  others  shared  a  similar 
slice  of  luck.  It  will  be  Saturday  or  Monday  before 
these  waters  will  be  in  order  for  the  fly.  Useful  fiies 
— Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  and  Grey  Quills, 
August  Dun,  and  Orange  Dun. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
eto.  (Yorks), — Rain  has  fallen  netu-ly  every  day 
since  last  report,  consequently  all  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  have  been  running  high  and  coloured.  The 
upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  have  been  in  excellent 
trim,  and  some  very  fine  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  caught  by  the  local  anglers  in  the  Hawes 
Angling  Club  waters.  In  the  district  of  Askrigg, 
Redmire,  and  Wensley,  sport  has  also  been  good, 
fair  baskets  being  got  with  fly,  worm,  and  Miller's 
Thumb  Deven.  The  Cover  ia  fishing  fairly  well  just 
now ;  during  [the  week  some  very  fine  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  got  with  worm,  minnow,  and  fly. 
Sport  has  also  been  fair  in  the  Masham,  Tanfield, 
and  Ripon  lengths.  Coarse  fishing  has  improved  in 
the  lower  reaches  in  the  district  of  Boroughbridge ; 
during  the  week  excellent  baskets  of  roach  and  dace 
have  been  got  with  wasp  grub  and  maggot.  Mr.  J. 
A.  Musgrave  heid  fine  sport  amongat  the  roach,  the 
best  brace  of  roach  weighing  31b.  loz.  On  Mon- 
day about  thirty  members  and  friends  of  the  Harro- 
gate Conservative  Angling  Association  held  their 
annual  mitch  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  A.  Lawson,  at 
Boroughbridge.  First  prize  fell  to  Mr.  P.  M.  Slater, 
ex-president  of  the  Leeda  Amalgamation  of  Anglers, 
with  21b.  9Joz;  spcond.  J,  Pickersgill,  lib.  14Joz.  ; 
T.  Cdrtmen  taking  the  third  with  lib  12^oz. 
Visitors'  piize  was  won  by  Mr.  A.  Rioha  d'ton.  Tiie 
Black  Ox  Angling  Club  (Learning  Bar.  HMale)  held 
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their  annual  contest  on  Saturday,  rain  falling  in 
frequent  showers  with  a  strong  wind  all  the  day. 
Sport  on  the  whole  was  fairly  good  considering  the 
conditions.  First  prize  was  taken  by  J.  Nicholson, 
41b.  8oz. :  second,  A.  Spence,  31b.  9oz.  ;  third,  E. 
Taylor.  21b.  3Joz.  The  Ouse  is  fishing  well  at 
Acaster  this  year.  During  the  last  few  days  good 
baskets  of  roach  have  been  made,  ranging  from  51b. 
to  201b.,  the  bast  bait  being  the  maggot.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  running  in  fair  volume  of 
water,  and  fine  sport  has  been  met  at  Kilnsey, 
Burnsall  and  Ilkley.  Sport  has  been  met  with 
worm,  minnow,  and  flv.  One  angler  on  the  Ilkley 
length  landed  nine  fine  fish  with  the  minnow  spun 
on  the  Ariel  flight.  Sport  on  the  Nidd  has  not  been 
s->  good  lately,  althouoh  in  the  Knaresboro'  length 
some  very  nice  brskets  of  trout  have  been  caught 
with  fly  and  minnow.  The  Swale  has  been 
running  highly  coloured.  Sport  on  the  lengths 
at  Richmond,  Easeby,  and  Catterick  has 
been  fair ;  in  the  lower  the  bottom  fishers  have 
done  fairly  well  at  Topcliffa,  Balderby,  and  Myton, 
amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Prospects 
cannot  be  better  for  eport,  as  all  our  Yorkshire 
rivars  are  in  fine  trim.  Best  flies  at  present  are 
Olive  Quill,  Poult  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Cinna- 
mon, Red  Ant,  and  Autumn  Dun. — John  E.  Millkb, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). — Master 
Sinclair  caught  31b.  of  trout  on  Aug.  17,  and  a  nice 
basket  of  fourteen  on  Aug.  18. — Alex.  Nicoi,. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)^ 

— On  Aug.  10,  Messrs.  Kelly  landed  thirty  trout, 
81b.,  on  Loch  Cama;  Messrs.  Wordsworth  and 
Wigram,  nineteen.  lO^lb.  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crossley 
on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-four,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  eighteen,  101b.  ; 
Messrs.  Dixon  find  Parker,  twenty-two,  101b. ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Bonar,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  eighteen,  7|lb. ;  Mr. 
Roger,  on  Loch  Cama,  sixteen,  61  b. ;  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Kemp,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  twelve,  5J1d.  On  11th.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  thirty-three  trout,  lljlb., 
on  Loch  Urigill ;  Messrs.  Dickson  and  Parker,  on 
Loch  Boarlan,  three  dozen,  121b.  Rev.  Mr.  Kemp, 
on  Loch  Cama,  seventeen  trout,  6 Jib.,  and  Mr. 
Wordsworth,  on  Loch  Mheaullan,  ten  dozen,  271b. 
On  the  12th,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  landed  one  and  a 
half  dozen  trout,  61b.,  on  Loch  Boarlan  ;  Messrs. 
Dixon  and  Parker,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-eight, 
!)|lb.  ;  Messrs.  Wordsworth  and  Wigram,  twenty- 
two,  81b. ;  and  Messrs.  Buckly  andHasack,  fourteen. 
61b.  On  the  1 3th,  Rev.  Mr.  Kemp,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
sixteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Parker,  two 
dozen,  lOJ^Ib. ;  Messrs  Wordsworth  and  Wigram, 
on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty,  8|lb. ;  and  Messrs. 
Holland,  on  Loch  Mheaullan,  forty-five,  131b.  On 
the  14th,  Messrs.  Wordsworth  and  Wigram,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  two  dozen,  91b. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crossley, 
on  Loch  Mheaullan,  twenty-seven,  9lb. ;  and  Messrs. 
Malloch,  Perth,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty-five,  1 71b. 
On  the  15th,  Messrs.  Parker  and  Dixon,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  twenty-two,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Anderson  and 
Bonar,  forty-four,  131b.  ;  Messrs.  Wordsworth  and 
Wigram,  on  Loch  Cama,  eleven,  averaging  Jib. 
each  ;  and  Mr.  Holland,  seventeen,  61b. — B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  Aug.  10, 
Dr.  Powell  had  a  grilse,  8lb.,  and  one  trout,  21b. ; 
Dr.  McGrigor,  four  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Davison,  four 
trout,  31b.  On  the  11th,  Dr.  Powell,  a  grilse,  7 Jib. 
On  the  12th,  Dr.  McGrigor,  six  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Davison,  four  trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  seven 
trout,  3Jlb.  On  the  15th,  Captain  Church,  a  grilse, 
6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Davison,  seven  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Thom- 
son, four  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Fawcett,  one  trout, 
IJlb. — D.  Macdonaid. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — Mr.  G.  M.  Little  had 
several  sea-trout  in  Langholm  water ;  Mr.  A. 
McDonald,  four  ;  Mr.  J.  Fletcher,  one ;  Mr.  Lupton 
had  two.  On  Saturday  night.  Lord  H.  Scott,  Lady 
Constance  Scott,  Lord  George  Scott  and  others 
had  capital  sport  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
reserved  water  ;  Sergeant  Bell  had  a  grilse  weighing 
51  b.  ;  Mr.  D.  Scott  had  a  sea-trout  and  some  fine 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters  above  Langholm, 
on  Tuesday.  On  Friday  night  Mr.  W.  Ross  had 
three  sea-trout  and  nine  herling ;  Messrs.  R.  Bell 
and  S.  Hyslop  had  a  basket  of  101b.  of  yellow  trout 
in  the  tributaries.  Good  sport  has  been  had  in  the 
Broomholm  reserved  water  with  herling  and  sea- 
trout.  Mr.  John  Graham  had  a  grand  basket  on 
Friday,  including  a  grilse,  5Jlb.,  five  sea-trout,  and 
twenty  herling ;  Mr.  James  Scott  caught  five  sea- 
tiout  and  four  herling  in  Canonbie  water;  Mr. 
Thomas  Steel  had  twelve  sea-trout  and  twenty 
herling  during  a  week's  fishing ;  Mr.  Jas. 
bteel  creeled  four  sea-trout  and  forty  herling ; 
Mr.  James  Scott  caught  six  sea-trout  and  six 
herling  in  Byreburnfoot  Water,  and  in  the  same 
water  Mr.  J.  Burnet  creeled  five  sea-trout  and  seven 


herling ;  Mr.  T.  Storey  caught  a  fine  grilse  and  ten 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  T.  Davidson,  five  sea-trout  and  six- 
teen herling ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Yates,  a  salmon  of  6Jlb., 
at  another  fishing;  three  grilse  and  some  sea-trout ; 
Dr.  Anderson,  killed  three  sea-trout  and  ten  herling ; 
Mr.  Mitchell  had  thirteen  sea-trout  and  nineteen 
herling  for  the  week.  Mr.  W.  Riddle  caught  three 
sea-trout  and  twenty  herling;  Mr.  Jas.  Brockbank, 
two  sea-trout  and  twenty  herling  ;  Mr.  D.  Murray, 
five  sea-trout  and  thirty  herling  for  the  week  ;  Mr.  D. 
Edgar,  two  sea-trout  and  over  twenty  herling  ;  Mr. 
A.  Porteous,  two  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  herling ; 
Mr.  R.  Nelson,  five  sea-trout  and  twenty-two  herling; 
Mr.  Adam  Keen,  seven  sea-trout  and  fifteen  herling  ; 
Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  a  salmon  weighing;  6Jlb.,  a  few 
sea-trout  and  some  herling.  Mr.  Bonar  has  had 
good  sport  in  the  Cauldron  pool,  in  the  Esk  above 
Netherby,  landing  two  salmDn,  6 Jib.  and  61b.,  and 
seven  sea-trout ;  Mrs.  Belilio  had  two  sea-trout  and 
three  herling  ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Yates  creeled  eleven  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  Bagshaw  had  a  fine 
grilse,  6Jlb. ;  while  Mrs.  Bagshaw  had  eighteen 
herling ;  Mr.  A.  J amieson  had  two  sea-trout  and 
twenty  herling;  Dr.  Belilio  caught  four  sea-trout 
and  five  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  five  sea-trout 
and  a  few  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Jardine  creeled  five  sea- 
trout  and  a  dozen  herling ;  Mr.  A.  Murray,  two  sea- 
trout  and  twenty -seven  herling.  Mr.  P.  Loch,  fishing 
in  the  Longtown  reserved  water,  caught  a  grilse,  91b. 
Fishing  in  the  Tarras,  Mr.  Loch  caught  eighteen 
yellow  ftrout.  Mr.  Thos.  Morrison  has  had  good 
takes  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  Langholm  water, 
and  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  jun.,  three  sea-trout  and  three 
herling.  In  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Hardie  had  a  good 
basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  C.  Irvine,  a  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Dickson,  two  sea-trout 
and  some  herling  ;  Mr.  Newton,  two  sea-trout  and 
a  basket  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  and 
Mr.  W.  Jackson  had  each  good  takes  of  sea-trout. 

— GiLNOCKIE. 

Inveran  Hotel  (Sutherland,  N.B.). — On" Aug.  3, 
Mr.  Bertrick  Bilbrough  grassed  a  salmon  weighing 
171b.,  and  Mr.  Harold  Bilbrough  a  15-pouader. 
On  the  6th,  Mr.  B.  Bilbrough  got  one  grilse  of  61b., 
and  Mr.  H.  Bilbrough  two,  weighing  41b.  and  51b. 
respectively.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  H.  Bilbrough  landed 
a  fine  salmon  of  181b.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  B.  Bilbrough 
caught  a  grilse,  51b.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  H.  Bilbrough 
killed  a  salmon  of  201b.,  and  Mr.  B.  Bilbrough  a 
12-pounder.  The  above  fish  were  all  caught  on  the 
River  Shin. — B. 

Lochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  Aug.  10,  Mr. 
MacCorquodale,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Rose,  one 
grilse,  4Jlb.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  five  sea-trout, 
5Jlb.,  and  two  brownies;  Mr.  and  Mrs  Stunt, 
fourteen  trout,  7ilb.  On  the  1  Ith,  Mrs.  Anderson, 
one  salmon,  7ilb.  ;  Mr.  A'Court,  one  grilse,  4Jlb. ; 
Dr.  Archdall,  two  salmon,  13Jlb.  and  9lb.,  and  one 
sea-trout,  IJlb.  ;  Dr.  Rose,  four  sea-trout,  3^-lb. 
On  the  12th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  eight  trout, 
3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  A'Court,  one  salmon.  61b.  ;  Mr.  Stunt, 
three  trout,  IJlb.  ;  Co'oael  Gordon,  two  trout,  lib. 
On  the  13th,  Dr.  Ros%  one  salmon,  71b.,  and  one 
sea  -  trout,  fib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon,  si^ 
trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Co'onel  Gordon,  six  trout,  21b.  ; 
Mr.  A'Court,  one  sea-trout,  lib.  On  the  14th, 
Col.  Gordon,  one  salmon,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Anderson, 
one  sea-trout,  2lb. ;  Mrs.  A'Court,  eighteen  trout, 
7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Dixon,  seven  trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
A'Court.  eleven  trout,  3Jlb.  On  the  15bh,  Mr. 
Dixon,  four  trout,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  A'Court  (sea  fishing), 
seventy  fish  various.  (Thundery ;  salmon  not 
moving.)  On  the  17th,  Dr.  Archdall,  two  grilse 
and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  six  sea- 
trout,  5 Jib.  J.  MACKENZIE. 

Loch  Iieveu  (Kinross). — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  has  been  showery  and  stormy,  with  unfavour- 
able sky,  and  creels  have  been  lighter  than  on  the 
previous  week.  The  following  were  the  first  prize- 
winners at  club  competitions : — Mr.  D.  Kater, 
Pollokshields  Club,  two  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  W.  Ballan- 
tyne,  Coatbridge  Club,  three  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  J.  P. 
Brown,  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  Club,  four  trout, 
71b.  3oz..  Private  parties: — Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie 
and  Mr.  Morrison,  Edinburgh,  four  trout,  71b. 
Messrs.  Cookes,  Polstead  Hall,  Colchester,  seven 
trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Messrs.  Tanqueray  and  Cunning- 
ham, Edinburgh,  three  trout,  61b.  4oz.  (their 
heaviest  trout  weighed  31b.  8oz.);  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  M.  Smith,  Perth,  three  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Shanks,  Glasgow,  five  trout,  71b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Menzies, 
Saltcoats,  five  trout,  71b.  8oz. — R.  B.  Laing. 

ITorth  of  Scotland.  —  Dee.  —  The  weather  has 
been  too  thundery  and  unsettled  for  the  best  of 
sport.  The  nets  are  off  on  Aug.  26,  when  the  back- 
end  season  will  commence  in  earnest,  all  the  fish 
being  then  to  the  angler.  The  capture  of  the  season 
has  been  a  40-pounder  got  by  Davie  Nicoll,  fisherman 
to  Mr.  Baird,  on  the  Durris  water  on  Thursday  last. 
It  was  to  a  grilse  hook,  and  on  light  trouting 
tackle,  and  took  a  full  hour  before  it  could  be 
brought  to  the  gaff.  The  same  fisherman  had  the 
singular  luck  of  killing  a  fish  of  371b.  on  the  opening 


day  this  season  on  the  same  water.  On  the  Mar 
Lodge  waters  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  having  some 
good  sport,  while  Sir  Dighton  Probyn  and  the 
officers  of  His  Majesty's  bodyguard  are  getting  an 
occasional  cast  on  the  Berkhall  water  with  fair 
sport.  On  the  Aboyne  and  Glentana  reaches  a 
good  few  grilse,  scaling  up  to  51b.,  have  been 
creeled,  but  no  autumn  fish  as  yet.  Oa  the 
Banchory  section.  General  Michael,  fishing  the 
Kinneskie  water,  had  two  grilse  last  week,  and 
a  good  few  have  been  got  on  the  Feugh.  Mr.  J.  B. 
Cline,  America,  on  Thursday,  had  a  grilse  of  olb., 
two  sea-trout  of  2  Jib.  each,  and  lots  of  yellow  tr  jut. 
On  the  tidal  waters,  Capt.  Mackay  had  two  baskets 
of  finnock  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  (Aug.  17  and  18) 
of  eighteen  and  fourteen  fish  respectively,  on  the 
Powerie's  water.  On  the  Don,  on  Aug.  15,  some  excel- 
lent baskets  were  made.  At  Alford  an  angler  had  a 
trout  of  71b.  2oz.  to  the  minnow,  while  another  had 
one  of  41b.  on  Mr.  Finch's  water.  On  the  Kintore 
water  Stephen  had  a  trout  said  to  be  71b.,  with  the 
worm.  On  the  Pitmedden  water  Mr.  Wm.  Lindsay 
had  two  of  21b.  each  to  the  Cinnamon  and  Silver, 
while  Mr.  Macbeth  had  two  over  2Jlb.  on  the 
Woodside  water  to  the  worm.  On  the  tidal  reaches 
heavy  baskets  of  finnock  are  being  made.  On  the 
Ythan  Mr.  W.  Herbert  Singer  has  had  very  fair 
aport,  while  Mrs.  and  Masters  Chalmers,  Captain 
Evans,  and  others  are  making  baskets  of  61b.,  81b., 
and  101b.  daily. 

Orkney  (Barony  Hotel,  Birsay).— Fishing  the 
above  hotel  lochs,  the  following  baskets  have  been 
got:— On  Aug.  10,  Mr.  Gammell,  five  fish,  3Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Peploe,  twenty  fish,  lljlb.  ;  Col.  Campbell,  ten 
fish,  51b.  On  the  Uth,  Mr.  Catt,  twenty-two  fish, 
121b.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  Gammell,  seven  fish,  filb.'i 
Mr.  Peploe,  six  fish  3 Jib.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Catt,  twenty-six  fish,  13lb. — John  Spencer. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairgr,  TX.  B.}.  — 
On  Aug.  10,  Mr.  Etches,  Meriden,  on  Top  Shin, 
thirteen  trout,  weighing  4Jlb.,  and  Messrs.  Blyth 
and  Musgrave,  North  Berwick,  on  the  same  water, 
four  sea-trout,  5|lb.  On  the  11th,  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Bristol  got  eight  trout,  3lb.,  on  Loch  Griam.  and 
Mr.  Etches,  on  Top  Shin,  one  and  a  half  dozen, 
61b.  On  the  12th,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Bristol 
landed  seven  sea-trout,  61b.,  and  Mr.  Etches,  seven 
trout,  61b.  On  the  13th,  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Adam 
caught  a  brown  trout  of  3lb.  and  fifteen  sea-trout, 
201b,,  and  Mr.  Etches,  thirteen  trout,  5Jlb.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — A  number  of  heavy  sea- 
trout  have  been  caught  this  week  in  the  Annan. 
The  Annan  was  placed  in  the  heaviest  flood  of  the 
seeison  on  Saturday,  when  a  large  number  of  anglers 
were  out  fishing  with  worm  bait.  The  catches  of 
herling  and  sea-trout  were  rather  disappointing. 
Mr.  Robert  Graham  caught  seven  herling  and  a  few 
yellow  trout.  Mr.  G.  Carruthers  caught  six  herling 
and  a  few  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Laurie  had  a  few 
herling,  as  also  had  Mr.  J.  Dixon  and  others. 
Batter  sport  was  had  in  the  higher  waters  amongst 
sea-trout  and  herling.  In  the  Mount  Annan  Water, 
Mr.  Pasley  Dirom  caught  three  sea-trout  and  ten 
herling  and  his  fisherman  had  eight  herling  ;  Master 
Johnnie  Ball  caught  a  fine  sea-trout  with  worm 
bait.  Messrs.  D.  Beattie,  H.  Dewar,  J.  Murray, 
•T.  Thomson.  A.  Carrick,  J.  Halleday  and  W. 
Robson,  all  belonging  to  Brydekirk  village, 
had  herling  and  yellow  trout  in  tha  Mount 
Annan  Water,  on  Siturday,  during  the  flood. 
Messrs.  Paton,  Abemethy,  and  Mr.  Mackay,  who 
fished  the  Brydekirk  water,  had  good  catches  with 
the  clear  water  worm  during  the  past  fortnight. 
In  the  Murraythwaite  water.  Dr.  Thomson,  of 
Irvine,  had  one  sea-trout  and  two  herling.  In 
Castlemilk  water,  Mr.  Raa  had  two  sea-trout  and 
two  herling.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Andrew  Bell  killed 
a  grilse  of  41b.  and  two  herling.  Mr.  Thorburn  had 
a  grilse  of  4^1b.  In  the  higher  waters,  Mr.  Thomson 
caught  four  sea-trout  and  six  herling,  besides  a 
number  of  burn  trout.  The  Nith  has  been  in  flood 
with  the  heavy  rainfall  of  Aug.  14  and  15.  Some 
large  sea- trout  were  caught  in  the  different  waters. 
Mr.  Robinson  caught  three  of  IJlb.,  2Jlb.,  and  3Jlb. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — More  floods  liave  occurred 
in  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartryof  Galloway  since  last 
week,  and  worm  fishers  have  had  some  fairly  large 
creels  of  trout  in  the  different  rivers  of  the  district. 
Local  anglers  had  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  one  grilse  was  caught. 
In  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbright  moderate  baskets  were 
obtained  last  week. — Heathebbell. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney).— 
On  Aug.  1 1,  Captain  Sconce,  one,  3 Jib. ;  Mrs. 
Bowers,  two,  21b.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  Murray,  two, 
21b. ;  Captain  Sconce,  two,  4lb.,  heaviest  2Jlb.  On 
the  13th,  Mr.  Reeves,  one,  lib.  On  the  15th,  Dr. 
Grimsdale,  four,  2lb. ;  Mrs.  Bowers,  two,  31b., 
heaviest  21b.  On  the  17th,  Sir  Colvin  Smith,  three, 
31b.  ;  Mr.  Ackroyd,  two,  IJlb. ;  Dr.  Grimsdale,  four, 
31b. ;  Mr.  Reeves,  four,  3 Jib. ;  Mr.  Clapham,  one, 
2 Jib.  ;  Mrs.  Bowers,  four,  3Jlb.;  Mr.  Willes,  four, 
3|lb.,  heaviest  IJlb.— John  MacKay. 
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Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.).— During 
the  past  week  some  fine  baskets  of  trout  were  got 
on  lochs  Beanoch,  CrackaiJ,  Fourloch,  and  Shin 
On  Aug.  10  Mr.  T.  S.  Knox  landed  one  dozen  trout, 
91b.,   ard   Mr.  E.    S.  Woodward  six,  averaeinff 
over    ^Ib.   each.      On  the    11th  Mr.  Knox  got 
four  trout.  2Jlb. ;  Col.  Grace,  thirteen,  S^lh. ;  and 
Mr,  Woodward,  seven  trout.  41b.     On  the  12th 
Jlr.  Knox  had  one  dozen.  4Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Wood- 
•ward,  five,  IJlb.    On  the  13th,  Mr.  Griffiths  got  ten 
^trout.  4lb. ;  Mr.  Knox.  nine.  41b. ;  Captain  Brooker, 
ten,3Jlb.    On  the  14th,  Mr.  Griffiths,  nine  trout, 
3  jib.  ;  Captain  Brooker,  four,  21b. ;  and  Mr.  Wood- 
ward, seven,  2Jlb.    On  the  loth.  Colonel  Grace  got 
twenty-one  trout,  61b.  ;  and  Mr.  Woodward,  ten 
weighmgover  ^Ib.  each.    On  the  16th,  Mr.  Knox, 
four  trout.  2^1  b. ;  and  Mr.  Woodward  a  similar 
basfeet. — B. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Pishery  (Galway).— Big  floods 
lhave  occurred  during  week,  and  the  lakes  have  risen 
considerably.  During  week  Mr.  H.  Bicknell  secured 
forty  sea-trout  (one  scaled  61b.)  ;  Mr.  H.  Lees 
fifteen  sea-trout  (in  two  days) ;  Mr.  T  m'  Pike' 
eighty-four  sea-trout ;  Mr.  D.  Adams,  one  peal.  51b  ' 
and  forty  sea-trout;  Dr.  Prince,  two  peal,  61b.  7ioz'- 
and  thirty-five  sea-trout  (one  scaled  5Jlb.);  Mr^ 
W.  W.  Wickham,  twenty  sea-trout;  Mr.  R.  w' 
Wickham,  two  summer  fish,  91b.  and  81b  and 
seventeen  sea-trout  (in  two  days) ;  Dr.  Feuton  one 
pea),  VIbs.,  and  fifty -two  sea-trout;  Mr.  Wm  Pear- 
son, thirty -eight  sea-trout;  Capt.  Brewer,  thbty 
sea-trout;  Jlr.  R.  Vickers,  twenty  sea-trout  (in 
three  days).  Total  for  week,  six  salmon,  4211b 
and  391  sea-trout. — Jock  Scott.  " 

Bann  (Kilrea).— In  the  early'  days  of  the  week 
this  river  was  in  order,  but  more  recently  there  was 
a  thunderstorm,  followed  by  a  heavy  lall  of  rain 
that  caused  a  rise  of  six  inches  of  discoloured  water' 
hut  there  were  few  fish  passed  over  the  weirs  As 
^  ^  the  river  is  in  high  volume,  and  will  continue 
I- PC  tor  at  least  a  fortnight,  the  lake  being  full  the 
flax  water  will  not  interfere  with  angling  in  the 
present  season.    On  the  days  when  it  was  possible 
to  use  the  fly  some  fport  was  obtained  on  all  the 
fcstretches.    Mr.  Rotherham  caught  two  salmon  8Ib 
id  91b.;  Captain  Low,  one  grilse.  4 Jib.,  and  Mr' 
Eu    ,}^,°^'  8"'^®  raneing  from  5lb.  to  91b.  on 

the  Kilrea  Reach.    Air.  Richardson,  two  salmon 
k"  *°  ^  r.        l^^^  Kennedy,  two  grilse,  51b.  and 
pib.;  and  Colonel  Alison,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  101b 
'on  the  Caronroe  section. — Daniel  O'Fee 

Belfast  and  District.— After  the  rain  in  the 
early  part  of  the  week  plenty  of  small  trout  were 
killed  on  the  Clady,  Crumblen,  Glenavv,  etc.,  and  a 
few  on  Crossgar.  Killing  flies:  Hare's  Ear,  Red 
Hackle,  Black  and  Silver,  and  Wickham,  Fishing 
Lough  Moume,  near  Carrickfergus,  on  Aug  15 
Mr.  S.  R.  Agnew  killed  a  fine  trout  of  51b.  I  never 
saw  a  gamer  fish.  On  the  Antrim  Road  water- 
works Mr.  Alex.  Meenan.  J.P.,  killed  a  4Ib.  trout 
and  some  small  fish  were  taken  at  Woodburn' 
btoceyford,  etc.  The  Lough  Mourne  referred  to 
above  18  a  large  sheet  of  water  holding  a  few  verv 

big  fish.    The  weather  is  still  unsettled  J  A  B 

*  lack-water  (co.  Cork).— The  river  is  in  rather 
an  unsettled  state  owing  to  the  broken  weather 
balmon   very  plentiful   and  taking   freely  Oii 
.  Mocollop  fishery,  in  twelve  days'   fishing  '  from 
Aug.    1,   Mr.   Glegg  Thomas    had  twenty-seven 

^fiir\''^'^''!fu^  ^^'i^^-'  H.  G.  Thomas  seven. 
^oWb.;  F.  Broadbent.  eleven,  871b. ;  and  J.  O'Brien 
one,  81b. ;  total  weight,  358Jlb.  At  Mallow  Colonel 
i^ongfield  had  two  salmon  and  his  son  one — 
\v.  Uaynes  and  Son. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  Erne 
continues  m  high  flood,  and  owing  to  the  leeent 
heavy  rainfalls  the  river  has  not  been  in  good  fishing 
order.  The  following  are  the  particulars  and 
numbers  of  salmon  landed  on  the  Erne  during  the 
past  week :  Mr.  F.  G.  Nicholls  landed  six  salmon 
weighing  from  61b.  to  101b.  ;  Sir  A.  Porter,  four 
salmon  weighing  from  71b.  to  241b.  ;  Mr.  Joseph 
tloiie  five  salmon,  weighing  from  81b.  to  221b  • 
Mr.  W.  G.  Boote  landed  five  salmon,  weighing  from' 
-lb.  to  13|lb;-  Mr.  Sidney  Smith  landed^ tW 
ea  mon  of  91b^,  81b..  and  61b.;  and  Mr.  Phipps  one 
salmon  of  81b.  At  time  of  writing  the  riv^r  is 
^P^'^jy  jetting  into  good  fishing  ply.— M.  Rogan 

nK?"^"^^^,  ^^e^'^ajie  Hotel).-Good  sport  was 
obtamed  last  week.  Mr.  Harris  caught  twenty- 
seven  good  trout  in  Glencullen.  weighing  up  to 
51b.  each;  Mr.  J.  Meehan,  on  MonterowenT  caught 
on"w  .!5°'^°.*'°">  weighing  101b..  on  Tuesday,  and 
on  Wednesday,  four  trout.  61b.  (this  is  free  fis.lng)  ■ 
Mr.  Clesham.  on  Aug.  14.  caught  six  trout.  1  lib.,  in 
Kil^Jnl  Tr'^'-  and  mackerel  fishiug  ,n 

M  \^  excellent ;   large  takes  last  weeK.- 
Heney  McKeown. 

i^'>-C0T}L).-mvet  has  been  in  good 
order  for  past  fortnight,  and  every  fishery  is  tlem- 


mg  with  salmon  and  grilse,  and  sport  has  been  very 
good  On  the  Fargus  fishery  the  officers  of  the 
^rd  Bat.  K.R.  Rifles  had  five  salmon  in  the  week, 
from  51b.  to  lOlb.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

ioug-h  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry)  — 
Bad  weather  has  rendered  fishing  difficult,  and  on 
u  day  or  two  well  nigh  impossible  on  Lough  Currane. 
Oa  Aug.  16.  however,  the  conditions  of  weather 
aod  water  became  more  favourable,  and  good  sport 
has  been  had  since.  The  following  are  the  takes 
recorded  on  Monday :— Major  Cresswell.  nine  sea- 
trout;  Mr.  Hewitt,  nine  ;  Colonel  Collington,  nine  ; 
Mr.  J.  A.  Martin,  nine;  Mr.  Arche?,  nine;  Mr. 
'  f/^Tu  Cooper,  four;  Mr.  Smith,  four; 

Mr.  AUston.  four;  Messrs.  Battceck  and  Bennett 
seven  ;  Mr.  Fortune,  four  ;  Mr.  Murphy,  five  ;  Mr! 
J.  Sullivan,  five.  Coppal  lake  h&s  fished  better  for 
the  past  few  days.  On  one  daiy  Mr.  McMuUen  had 
fave  sea  and  a  dozen  brown  trout  on  this  water,  and 
another  gentleman  got  ten  aoa-trout  on  another  day 
here.  The  Inny  holds  a  lai^  supply  of  salmon  and 
grilse,  but  the  water  ha«  been  too  high  and  dis- 
coloured to  give  the  best  chances  of  sport.— T  J  D 
Lough  Mask  (CJtonbar).  —  Messrs.  Young' 
Haward,  Ainsworth,  and  Drinkwater  are  fishing 
the  above  water  from  Kilbride  Lodge.  Mr.  Haward 
had  some  nice  treut  ori  the  fly,  heaviest,  2«b 
Mr.  Young,  duck  shooting  and  trolling,  had  good 
sport  Messrs.  Ainsworth  and  Drinkwater.  fishing 
out  of  one  boat  on  Aug.  13  and  14.  got  ,  ight  trout! 

5       •  ^^"^  P^^'  121b.,  lOIb.,  91b. 

and  41b. — P.  S.  ... 

loughs  Ma.-3k  and  Corrib  (Clonbar).— Owing 
to  wintry  weather  for  the  past  fortnight  sport  on 
the  above  waters  has  been  very  indifferent,  but  a 
change  to  summer  has  again  returned,  and  spor  c 
lor  the  pa^  three  days  has  been  good.  Trout  rr,^ 
freely  to  the  artiScial  fly,  Mrs.  Geach  getting 
largest,  one  of,  S^lb.,  and  Mr.  Edmond  son  O'  ,0  nf 
-i-lb  Dappmg  with  Harry-long-legs  in  future,  cood 
sport  IS  certam. — J.  A.  J.  * 

iMugh  Melvin.-Som'e  fine  sport  was  enjoyed 
by  the  anglers  out  on  the  lake  during  the  mst 
week  amongst  the  gilIa«Dos  and  brown  trout 
numerous  baskets  of  trout  were  takan  wei^hi^ 
from  b^lb  to  131b.  The  anglers  out  from  ScS 
Ho  el.  at  Garrison,  had  some  excellent  J^rt^ 
quite  a  numoer  of  trout  {Salmo  ferox)  aad  broTn 
trout,  weighing  f.x.tn3lb.  to  S^lb.!  were  S  tK 
by  anglers  (troUiiig)  duringthe  past  week.    It  S 

kke,  and  good  sport  continues.-M.  Rooa^v 

T^.^^^"®  (Wewtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).- 

The  Mourne  IS  toning  down  after  the  spatr"  the 
early  part  of  , the  week.    The  flax  water^for  so  fa^  ! 

?epon°the  foil"  "°  *°        "^^''-  Since^lS 

report  the  following  takes  were  made  :— Aug  D2 
Captain  J.  E  Carter,  three  salmon,  6Alb-.  6A.lh^  and 
Wb  ;  John  Sweeney,  two.  71b.  and  |ilb  Caotain 
Wilhains,  one.  81b.;  Colonel  Barker.  two,'m^Lnd 

one,  S\b.  The  13th:  Mr.  M'lvor,  two,  71'b.  and  7Ib 

l^irclu^r-  ""^  ^^'^-^  Colonel  Barke'r: 

^1-.:'  V^P*a»'i  Carter,  one.  71b.    On  the  14th 

T  On'tb:H  ^  ?°h°'''=f"^  ^'^^^  -Imon  runmng 
up.    <Jn  the  18th,  John  Sweeny  two  81h  nnH  fiiK 

T^Jm  one  71b.    Some  white  rout 

we^e  killed.    Brown  trout  fishing  is  almost  over.- 

Moy  (BaUina).— Fishing  during  last  week  was 
fair,  and  would  be  better  only  for  hea^-v  Tpirw 

firanl  Mr''  K^'*'^^-  k^il/d'a^g^od 
trnnf  fv.  Branagan  got  a  nice  one,  also  feme 
trout,  on  the  Palmerston  River  on  Aug  1 6  Tron t 
fishmg  on  the  Moy  was  fairly  good  dui  &g  the  week 
some  nice  baskets  of  trout  hemo-  rrr^t-  i°  u  Zy^^' 
fished  fairly  well.  M?Cat'r^afd*'friend^e?tm" 
some  mce  pike.— John  Devees.  gettmg 
Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CnUen  (BaUina  co 
^Tlrfr^  -P°r«>the  riVer  "a"  'been 

ThtT  '  ^^^^^.'l^e^tly  very  little  has  been  done 
There  were  a    ew  grilse  got  with  the  spoon.  Mr 

ta£;'nf    •  ^-"^Srihe,  311b.    Some ^eood 

takes  of  sea-trout,  got  eniefly  with  worm  Both 
^ughs  very  high.    As  I  write  fhe  river  is  cleaS^g"^ 

irkeaClpAtn^El^Lr^' 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— Previous  to 
tro^t  fi4C°''^  ^eginning^of  /his  we'ek  whit^ 

Thl  Li     ^  was  excellent  on  the  Rosses.  Amongst 
the  takes  were  :  Rev  Mr.  Leslie,  one  salmon,  S 
heavtsf  ufr'=    Miss   Hobson,    five  sea'-trtu 
Heaviest,  l^lb.,  on  Dunglce  ;-Dr.  D'Evelyn  sev«. 
sea^trout.  tnree  of  them^lb.'.  on  TulTy ,  Tr'.  Gore 
n  two  days,  one  salmon,  7.b„  on  Loughanure  and 

^twcf.^r"''  °"  Thompson^ 

in  two  days,  one  salmon,  dilb..  on  Loughanure,  and 
hve  sea-trout,  on  Pungloe  ;  Rev.  Mr^  Muriel  s^x 

-rout.  \^lb.  ,  Dr.  Blagg,  haif-a-dozen  sea-trout,  on 


Loughanure.  The  regretted  death  of  the  owner  of 
this  fishery.  Mr.  John  Herdman.  D.L.,  will  make  no 
change.    It  will  be  carried  on  as  usual. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  The  weather  ha<« 
been  very  bad  during  the  past  week.  The  water  is 
in  splendid  order,  and  as  there  13  a  good  stock  of 
fish  prospects  of  sport  are  very  got)«l.~J.  Enkioht 
AN'D  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — During  the  past  few  days  good 
sport  has  been  generally  had  at  pollack.  On  Mon- 
day. Aug.  17,  four  boats  out  had  respectively  forty, 
thirty-one,  twenty-nine,  and  twenty,  averaging 
about  51b.  There  were  four  anglers  in  each  boat. 
On  Tuesday,  a  party  of  five  anglers  had  twenty- 
three  whiting,  seventeen  garfish,  twelve  bream,  and 
ninety-nine  gurnet. — T.J.D.  . 

Ballycotton. — Sport  is  now  very  good  an^ong  the 
pollack,  but  nothing  doing  as  far  as  whiting  and 
bream  are  concerned.  On  Monday  evening  fout 
anglers  had  two  dozen  pollack,  running  from  2  Jib. 
t-i  lOJlb.  Weather  still  very  uqsettled,  but  sea 
calm.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  very  un'Settl^d  weather  and 
water  thick  as  mud.  hodt  'fisWiii-  has  beeb  very 
slack  ;  how;<;ver,  shdtild"thii  u'hseltled  VreAthfer  toU- 
tinue  another  few'«3aV3  and  then  moderate  to  give 
the  w-^ter  a  <teince  to  get  settled  a  bit.  I  then 
antif^xpate  -jpoH  the  next  Spiinj^  tides— say  next 
^•e  ok.  — Eft:  WAED  Han  Gee  (B.  S.  A?g. ). 

=■  (the  Pier).— Continuous  gales  have  pw. 
v«*ted  here  for  the  past  week,  and  but  few  «nSf 

result^  have  proved  absolutely  bad.    Mr.  Bftrees* 

Mr.  G.  Curry  also  had  a  sole  in  the  evwiiog 

on  the   leth,   one  caught   by  Mr.  'Glen  scalinf- 

ZtT^'  T\  Holm;s.''whoT,  el 

on  Ifoflt  day.  had    provided  himsdf  with  some 

^e   r^fi'f '^''"'^^  patronage  fr^m 

t.he  dogfish.  Mr.  Akehurst  landed  the  larees^ 
coShng  recently  seen  hare,  the  fish  being  in  first 
rate  condition.  Monday  proved  almost  a  blank 
^ay.  as  did  also  tte,  two  following  days,  the  stormv^ 
eTtem'  sr^f,  the^at^r'  to  a  g^aV 

!  t^r.rf  \      '^l'^^  P°"''°''  ^"^'e"  J^^^e  daily  essaye<i 
I  sport   buc  «<5t  a  single  fish  had  rewarded  th^.ir 
efforts  xmtoA  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  when  Mr 
Sexton  managed  to  land  two  small  one..  Uhtii 

Powey  (Cornwall).-W6  have  not  had  much 
sport  during  the  week  on  account  of  the  Jmy 

nePl  ?f  •    u""^^  ^"j*^  ^^1°^°°  and- salmon 

NurlZ    '^'^".'°^de  by  seine  n^ts  in  the  Harbour" 
Nimibers  ot  visitors  are  here  for  the  regattA.— H 

Penzance.  —  Stormy  weather  has  infcf?rrupted 
ttT^.  T""^  *^^P"^*  ^^^k,  but  it!s  htfwS 

landed     T  y^^^^^'^ty  5°°^^  ''^^^'^'^ 

Wl         Two  members  of  the  B.S.A..«.  ^'^terday.. 
had   twelve  large  bream,  five  conger,  5rie  ling 
two  crayfish,  three  pollack,  61b..  lllb.  and  141b  ' 
respectively,   four  wrasse,  five  dogfish  of  three' 

gur'n^rdr!  ^  also  caught  thirty-three  bre»«,,  three 
gurnards,  and  eight  whitmg  ;  his  catches  last  week 
were  seventeen  pollack,  four  gurnard,  eighteen 
whiting,  twenty-one  bream,  one  pouting.  om  Smger 
ciab"l^^'^'''S*'"  wrasse,  two  g^umard." 
Zl.r'  °°  y  times,  rough  weather 

shark?/t"^4^",^°"^^  ^-^^it"^  «*"ght  a 

Shark  oft.  4in.  long.  Bait  is  plentiful  aad-  cheap 
and  prospects  of  sport  good.-J.  H.  Rowe.  ^' 
in^^*""^^-;;:^^^  ^^^"^S  of  an  kinds  hat-  been 
C  hi  this  week  as  last,  although  the  w.^dmr 
has  been  fickle  at  times.  Large  quantities  of 
are  taken  every  day.  I  have  just  had  one  brougM 
m  about  7.  b  or  81b.  that  was  caught  off  the  ^ 
It  IS  wonderful  how  these  fish  are  S3  plentifurthi; 
Ih^^'J^^r  ^^^!,°°t  bad  them  in  any  numbers  for- 
,>  J„?  .1,    «  °'  y^^"^'        ^  ^"^^  afraid  that. 

It  was  the  firmg  from  the  forts  or  the  dredcing. 
operations  that  were  accountable  for  their  scarcity 
but  as  this  is  still  going  on.  we  must  look  foi^ 
another  reason.  A  gentleman  lodging  at  one  of  the 
cottages  at  Newton  Ferrers,  on  the  Yealm.  brought 
in  one  mornmg  seventy  five  bass,  the  lesuit  of  a 
nights  work,  borne  cf  the  fish  were  very  lar-e  ■ 
sand  eT^  '  mdia-rubber  spinning 

sand-eel.  Another  gentieman  .tiying  there  had 
seventeen  one  afternoon.  There  arf  still  large 
quantities  of  pollack  and  pouting  to  be  caught,  and 
me  mackerel  are  taking  well  on  the  ground  in 
Batten  Bay.-WiLLi^ji  He-u*der  (B.S.A  S  ) 

Scarborough.— Both  pier  and  boat  anglers  are 
having  good   sport,  more  especially  the  latter 
bilver  wniting  and  dabs  are  abundant,  and  the 
annual  shoals  of  mackerel  have  come  into  the  bay 
and  afford  grand  sport  to  rod  anglers  using  fine, 
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tackle—that  is,  s  couple  of  yards  of  salmon  put. 
and  fishing  near  the  surface  with  a  good  length  of 
line  out. — H.  ° 

Weymouth.— W©  haVB  had  some  very  rough 
winds  the  last  few  days,  which  have  interfered  with 
fashing  a  good  deal,  but  the  weather  is  again  very 
pleasant,  so  that  boats  can  go  out  to  the  fishing 
grounds.  F or  the  convenience  of  visitors  the  time 
of  entry  has  been  extended  to  Monday,  24th,  the 
the  first  day  of  the  fishing  competition.  A  good 
number  of  valuable  prizes  are  offered  in  addition  to 
t*e  U.S.A.S^  medals.— A.  H.  Robebts. 


^offings  Bp  f^c  ^ag. 

"  WJtoever  lives  content  with  nothing  possesses 
-  «  

b^,  Stahlgy  •  bh  j ''     Yes  ;  evidently  Stanley  is 
feyifag  koh.     Th«  ^koie  bf  the   first  edition  of 
';ingling  Afleodefces,"  by  Robert  Stanley,  price  one 
Shilling,  published  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Mar- 
ston  and  Company,  Limited,  is,   as  the   "  book 
world"  have  it,  "O.  P."     Let  this  not  discon- 
any  angler  who    has    not    yet  secured  a 
'^P^t   for  a  second    edition    has    been  hurried 
^^'X  ward,  and  is  now  ready.    The  "  opinions  of  the 
•■'  .'ress  "  are  too  voluminous  to  print  just  now,  but 
'       speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  bright  littL<? 
work  of  nearly   two   hundred  pages,  profusely 
illustrated.    Speaking  for  myself,  this  book  will 
remain  of  interest  for  all  time. 


Mr.  a.  H.  Robebts,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Weymouth 
Angling  Association,  last  week,  in  his  report,  gave 
the  particulars  of  the  forthcoming  Harbour  and 
tier  Competition,  From  the  harbour,  Monday. 
Aug.  24.  and  from  boats  Aug.  26,  27,  and  28.  All 
interested  can  gain  latest  particulars  from  Mr.  A. 
H.  Roberta,  26,  Abbotsbury  -  road,  Weymouth. 
1  may  state  that  the  Weymouth  Corporation 
have  granted  free  access  to  all  B.S.A.S.  ticket- 
holders  to  the  gardens  and  pier.  From  what  I  can 
:gath«r  the  1 903  competition  will  be'a  glorious  suc- 
"cess.  May  the  weather  be  propitious  !  The  rest  is 
^Bsured. 

Last  week  I  give  an  extract  from  a  child's  essay 
on  '*  Water,"  in  which  it  was  stated  that  "  no  one 
could  be  saved  from  drowning  if  there  wasn't  any 
•water."  W.  C.  Platts  sticks  a  pin  in  here.  la  his 
Hsual  interesting  columns  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly 
Post  he  says  : — "  Which  at  once  recalls  the  mighty 
truth  expressed  bv  another  schoolboy  essayist, 
'  Pins  have  saved  the  lives  of  many  thousands  of 
people  by  not  being  swallowed.'  " 


"  Thk  holiday  tripping  season."  says  the  Irish  In- 
dependent, "now  being  in  full  swing,  the  usual  after- 
crop of  articles  and  sketches  on  '  Angling  in  Ireland  ' 
in  the  cross-Channel  papers  may  be  confidently 
expected.  The  get-up  of  these  articles  is  a  simple 
affair.  The  tourist  angler  with  the  laudable  view 
of  arneliorating  his  hotel  expenses  writes  up  hia 
experiences  of  fishing,  for  a  few  hours,  on  some 
particular  water,  supplemented  by  information 
from  casual  acquaintances,  and  the  thing  is  done. 
I  remember  some  years  ago  reading  a  glowing 
report  of  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on  a  certain 
Irish  river  during  the  month  of  March.  The  report 
read  well,  but  unfortunately  the  river  did  not  open 
till  the  following  month,  nor  was  there  a  salmon 
killed  on  it  till  the  following  J uly.  Perhaps  it  was 
'an  intelligent  anticipation  of  events.'  " 

Mrs.  Jones:  "Tommy,  you  mustn't  go  a- 
fishing  this  afternoon  with  John  Brown.  '  Tonimy  : 
"  Why,  mother  ?  "  Mrs.  Jones  :  "  Because  he  is 
just  getting  over  the  measles."  Tommy  :  "There 
won't  be  any  danger,  mother.  I  never  catch  any- 
thing when  I  go  a- fishing." 

This  is  from  an  esteemed  Hereford  correspondent 
who  chooses  to  call  himseif  "Esox."  It  is  about 
the  man,  the  boys,  the  pike  and  the  ducklings. 
"  Dear  '  Dragnet,'  on  August  14  I  was  coming  down 
the  Wye  below  Hay  after  a  rathor  disappointing 
fishing  expedition,  when  a  boy  on  the  bank  called  to 


This  is  not  a  hoax,  nor  a  witch,  nor  a  what-is- 
it.  '  A  bottle  with  a  note  inside,  picked  up  in  the 
Straits  of  Messina,  and  not  far  from  that  port,  tolls 
a  story  almost  too  extraordinary  for  belief.  The 
note  is  signed  '  Howard  '  and  '  Hart,'  but  does  not 
give  the  name  of  the  ship.  It  is  written  in  English, 
and  states,  however,  that  after  grounding  in  sight 
of  the  island  of  Matrigri,  the  ship  was  boarded  by 
the  crews  of  sixteen  native  boats,  that  the  ship  was 
pillaged,  the  crew  attacked,  that  the  captain  and 
several  others  had  been  killed  and  others  wounded, 
including  the  writers.  The  note  is  dated  J  uly  1 8 
and  19."  _ 

While  fishing  at  Pulborough,  a  short  time  since, 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  water.  Not 
being  a  swimmer,  I  gave  myself  up  for  lost,  when  I 
felt  a  tug  at  my  watch  chain,  and  shortly  after 
wards  drifted  towards  the  bank.  To  my  astonish 
ment,  a  jack  was  struggling  at  the  end  of  the 
chain,  having  swallowed  my  watch.  He  was 
already  "hooked"  by  a  man  on  the  bank,  whose 
surprise  may  be  better  imagined  than  described 
when  he  viewed  the  result  of  his  efforts.  Upon 
opening  the  fish  we  found  the  watch,  two  hair 
curlers,  one  pawn  ticket  for  a  wedding  ring,  and 
the  holiday  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


me  (seeing  my  rod)  that  a  big  jack  had  been  eating 
his  duckluigs  on  the  water  there.  I  landed.  A  third 
throw  got  him  on  my  trout  spinning  rod  with  a 
Kill  Devil.  He  weighed  151b.  7oz.,  and  I  enclose  a 
photo  taken  of  him  on  the  spot  with  my  son  who 
gaffed  him." 

The  Irishman  who  swore  that  there  was  "as  honest 
a  heart  beating  beneath  an  Irish  tunic  as  under  any 
Scottish  kilt  "  had  a  ready  gift  of  comparison.  In- 
stances of  this  grotesque  and  laughable  stupidity, 
says  a  writer  in  the  Olohe,  are  numerous  enough,  and 
BO  well  known  that  it  is  necessary  to  cull  them  from 
the  byways  of  Hiberniana  in  order  to  interest.  It 
was  a  strong  strain  of  Irish  blood  in  an  American 
council  that  made  itself  responsible  for  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  :—l.  Resolved  by  this  Council  that 
we  build  a  new  gaol.  2.  Resolved  that  the  new 
gaol  be  built  out  of  the  materials  of  the  old  gaol 
3.  Resolved  that  the  old  gaol  be  used  until  the  new 
gaol  is  finished. 

In  answer  to  several  inquiries,  the  "Aqua 
Glue"  can  be  obtained  at  Gamage's,  Holborn ; 
Houghton,  Limited,  89,  High  Holborn ;  Carter  &  Co., 
137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  and  many  others. 


position  to  prove  the  sale.  Defendant  had  been 
previously  convicted  for  the  same  offence  at  Harro- 
gate, and  he  (Mr.  Raine)  pointed  out  that  the 
advertisements  were  inserted  in  papers  that  were 
circulated  in  London  and  the  country  generally,  so 
that  it  was  not  merely  a  local  matter.  John  Porter, 
ex-Police  Sergt,  of  South  Hylton,  said  he  wrote  to 
the  defendant  on  July  14,  in  response  to  one  of  his 
advertisements,  and  he  received  a  box  of  salmoia 
roe.  It  was  described  by  defendant  as  a  moefc 
deadly  bait, 

•  •  •  •  • 

Inspector  Dagg,  of  the  Tyne  Conservancy  andl 
Board,  said  he  had  had  twenty-one  years'  experience. 
Salmon  roe  was  a  deadly  bait,  and  bigger  catches  of 
fish  were  made  with  it  than  with  any  other  kind  of 
bait.  It  was  consequently  detrimental  to  the 
fishery.  Defendant :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  salmon 
roe  can  be  purchased  in  any  shop  in  Shields  ?  You 
may  buy  salmon,  and  if  you  got  the  middle  cut  you 
get" the  roe.  Witness :  Yes,  but  you  cannot  use  it 
for  fishing,  and  you  are  not  allowed  to  keep  it  in 
your  possession.  Defendant  pleaded  guilty,  and 
said  he  purchased  the  salmon  roe  openly  at  fish 
shops,  and  had  sold  it  openly.  He  had  now  done  with 
the  fishing  business  altogether,  and  he  asked  the 
bench  to  deal  leniently  with  him.  The  Chairman, 
said  they  had  no  option  but  to  fine  him  £2  and  *o.sts^ 

If  thou  hast  stooped  to  kiss  the  brook. 

You  came  back  upright,  ne'er  a  crook. 

Sweet  rod  so  slender,  tender,  true, 

I  plant  my  faith  and  trust  in  you. 

Not  like  the  maid  whose  ways  are  crook'd 
When  once  she  has  you  fairly  hook'd. 

The  merry  partridge  in  its  flight 
We  failed  to  stop  ;   we'll  blame  the  light 
Not  thou  good  gun.    We  cannot  quarrel 
While  thou  hast  got  a  straight  true  barrel. 
Not  like  the  maid  who's  quite  exploded 
When  once  she  has  you  fairly  loaded. 

We'll  blame  the  purling  brook  and  wall 
The  times  we've  parted — through  a  fall— 
Great  gallant  horse  ;  the  fault  not  thine  ; 
Thou  can'st  not  err  whilst  thou  art  mine. 

Not  like  the  maid,  so  fickle,  idle. 

When  once  she  has  you  in  her  bridle. 

Staunch  hound !   thy  love,  thy  very  Uf© 
Are  mine  I  know.    'Twixt  us  no  strife 
E'er  came ;  and  thy  reward  for  that ! 
A  bone  to  gnaw,  a  loving  pat. 
Not  like  the  maid,  a  very  puzz'.e 
When  once  she's  clap't  on  you  the  muzzle. 

Had  I  my  time  again  to  woo. 
Sweet  rod,  straight  gun,  I'd  stick  to  you. 
And  thou,  staunch  hound  and  gallant  horse 
Should  share  my  lasting  love,  of  course. 
This  sounds  uncommonly  like  polygamy. 
But  I'd  run  the  risk  of  committing  quadngamy. 

X.  S.  R. 


As  the  result  of  observations  at  the  Biological 
Association's  Lowestoft  establishment,  it  has  been 
found  that  of  four  plaice  marked  with  tabs  and 
placed  in  the  sea  off  the  North  of  Holland  one 
made  a  journey  of  170  miles  in  45  days,  another 
was  caught  after  covering  90  miles  in  84  days,  a 
third  traversed  53  miles  in  74  days,  and  the  fourth 
had  travelled  63  miles  in  60  days  when  taken.  All 
these  fish  had  taken  a  westerly  or  south-westerly 
direction. 


John  Eogleston,  of  Sunderland,  was  summoned 
at  South  Shields  Police  Court,  says  the  Newcastle 
Evening  Chronicle,  recently,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Wear  Conservancy  Board,  for  having  sold  salmon 
roe  to  John  Porter.  Mr.  W.  Raine  appeared  for 
the  Board,  and  said  that  for  some  time  advertise- 
ments had  been  inserted  in  various  sporting 
and  agricultural  papers  throughout  the  country  by 
the  defendant,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  salmon 
roe  for  sale.  The  Board  had  found  it  necessary  to 
take  proceedings,  as  the' use  of  this  bait  was  detri- 
mental to  the  fisheries  ;  and  they  were  now  in  a 


Over  10,000  people  assembled  at  Tolchester 
Beach,  Md.,  recently,  to  enjoy  the  feast  of  crabs 
given  bv  the  Society  of  Elks.  The  first  course,  says 
the  New  York  Fishing  Gazette,  served  was  crab 
soup  This  was  followed  by  hard  crabs,  devilled 
crabs,  fried  soft  crabs,  crab  salad,  and,  in  fact,  crabs  • 
in  every  style  known  to  the  most  expert  m  tne 
culinary  art  were  served  to  the  hungry  Elks, 
piping  hot  or  deliciously  cold,  as  the  nature  , 
of  the  dish  demanded,  and  any  Elk  who  went 
home  without  being  able  to  boast  that  he 
knows  the  flavour  of  a  Chesapeake  crab  will 
have  something  to  regret  all  the  days  of  his  life 
An  idea  of  the  amount  of  provisions  disposed  ot 
will  be  obtained  from  the  following  order  list: 
50  000  crabs,  4001b.  of  crab  meat,  30,000  rolls, 
loblb.  of  butter,  2001b.  of  coffee,  2001b  of  sugar 
4001b  of  ham,  1501b.  of  spiced  beef,  1001b.  of  beet 
tongue,  8  tubs  of  potato  salad,  10  barrels  of  potatoes. 
50  gallons  of  milk,  10  gallons  of  mustard,  10  tons  of 
ico,  2,500  bottles  of  ginger  ale.  2.500  bottles  of 
sarsaparilla. 

Mr  "Spbat-catche^,"  writing  from  Kidder- 
minster, also  "A  Subscriber  "  from  Birnuagham  asks 
if  101b.  bream  and  101b.  perch  are  really  so  plentiful, 
whv  make  such  a  fuss  about  a  IJlb.  dace  ?  Quite 
ricrht  Why  should  people  hide  their  light  under  a 
bSshel  ?  This  is  the  cutting  from  a  provmcial 
contemporary:  "Mr.  Alfred  Bushell,  the  manager 
of  the  Gaiety  Concert  Hall,  had  ^^^f  basket  of 
roach  and  dace  from  a  private  part  of  the  Blytbe 
this  week.  Twelve  of  the  dace  were  Ulb.  each. 
Mr.  Steinhart's  achievement,  recorded  last  week, 
was  well  worthy  of  record;  but  I  guess  these  dace 
were  chub.  I  don't  want  a  bushel,  but  would  gladly 
pay  the  expense  incurred  by  sendmg 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  nice  fishing  weather  since  my 
last  notes  were  sent,  and  as  a  consequence  sport 
has  been  good.    Some  nice  bream  have  been  taken 
from  the  Avon  in  the  Evesham   and  Fladbury 
districts,  as  well  as  some  good  roach,  the  most 
attractive  bait  being  the  stewed  wheat ;  the  perch 
have  gone  well  at  the  worm  and  minnow.    I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  the  fishing  at  Defford  has  very 
much  improved  of  late  and  that  the  catches  of  fish 
have  been  above  the  average ;  the  fishmgjat  Pershore 
has  also  improved.    Good  sport  has  been  had  on 
the  Trent ;  roach,  perch,  and  chub  fishing  has  been 
good,  and  the  fish  have  been  over  the  ordinary  size. 
On  the  Severn  some  good  fish  have  been  taken  in 
the  upper  reaches  below  Shrewsbury,  baskets  of 
141b.  to  161b.  having  been  very  common;  the  best  bait 
on  this  river  is  the  gentle.    I  have  lately  heard 
some  very  good  accounts  of  the  river  Anker,  near 
to  Tamworth;  the  members  of  the  St.  Georcre's 
and  Birmingham  Heath  clubs  have  lately  secured 
some  very  fine  bream  and  perch,  together  with  a 
few  good  chub.    The  fishing  on  the  Severn  in  the 
district  below  Worcester  has  lately  fallen  off.  A 
contest  was  fished    in  this    neighbourhood'  on 
Aug.  16,  when  the  first  prize,  winner  succeeded 
with  a  take  of  six  gudgeon.    Pool  fishing  has  been 
good,   both  m  the  private  and  public  waters. 
The  pools  m  Sutton  Park  have  yielded  some 
good  sport,  and  the  fish  taken  have  been  good.  In 
our  public  pool  water  sport  has  been  above  the 
average. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Heavy  rain  fell  at  the  beginning  of  this  week,  and 
as  the  Fen  waters  were  badly  in  need  of  a  fresh 
they  should  now  be  improved.  Mr.  E.  H  Cart- 
wright  and  the  writer  killed  some  nice  rudd  and 
perch  on  Monday  evening  (Aug.  17).  Fifty-four 
fish,  some  of  them  scaling  up  to  lib.  each,  wore 
taken  m  less  than  two  hours.  The  majority  of 
those  who  have  fished  the  Witham  have  been  in 
quest  of  the  big  bream.  The  deeper  swims  in  the 
Anton  Gowts  district  have  yielded  bream  up  to  6lb 
and  fairly  good  sport  has  been  had  at  Chapel  Hill' 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal.  Boat 
anglers  have  by  far  and  away  had  the  best  sport, 
ihe  bleaford  Angling  Association  brought  off  their 
second  match  of  the  season  on  Aug.  13.  Eighteen 
competitors  took  part  in  the  contest,  which  extended 
oyer  four  hours.  The  prize  takers  were— M. 
Chantree,  1 ;  E.  Stennett,  2;  J.  Cartwright,  3. 


Anglers  were  at  Waverton  last  Saturday,  and 
although  sport  was  bad,  disposed  of  their  prizes 
Mr.  J.  Duddle  being  first,  with  12Joz. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

In  common  with  all  other  anglers,  we  are  glad  to 
get  even  a  glimpse  of  sport,  and  content  with  very 
small  mercies.     Last  Saturday  the  Royal  Walton 
Angling  Society  fished  a  match  at  Higher  Blackley, 
and    disposed    of     fourteen    prizes    for  small 
weights,  Mr.  F.  Taylor  heading  the  list  with  5oz. 
This,   however,  will  not  stop  the  members  from 
going  in  for  extensive  stocking  in   the  coming 
autumn    in   their  private    waters    in  anticipa- 
tion  of  the  new  season,    which  will  commence 
on  Nov.   2.    Nominations  are  simply  rolling  in. 
To-night  the  Duchy  A.S.  are  celebrating  the  win- 
ning of  the  C.P.A.A.  cup  with  a  social,  which  is 
sure  to  be  of  the  usual  enjoyable  character  at  this 
club.     The  Duke  of  Cambridge  A.S.  are  due  at 
Althorpe  to  fish  their  nexc  match.    The  Longsight 
Anglers  were  disposing  of  their  match  on  Saturday 
last,    but    must    have  had    wretched  weather 
The   Weaste   A.S.,    at    Northwich,   disposed  of 
twelve    prizes,    and    caught    161   fish.     Mr.  J. 
Broadbent     heads     the     list     with    lib.  S^oz! 
The  Gorton  Anglers  at  Althorpe,  on  Aug.  16,  dad 
a  unique  experience.    At  the  call  of  time  only 
twenty  out  of  twenty-seven  prizes  were  awarded 
Mr.  T.  Armstrong  being  first  with  lOoz.  14dr.,  An 
extra  hour  disposed  of  the  remaining  seven,  Mr. 
J.  Jones  heading  the  supplementary  list  with  14oz! 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  excellent  sport  is  now  being  participated  in 
on  the  river  Ancholme,  and  several  Hull  societies 
have  recently  decided   their  matches  at  Brigt- 
Horkstow,  and  Saxby,  with  good  results.  The 
^ull  Koach  Club  fished  a  match  at  Brigg  Mr  R  H 
Barlow  weighing  in  91b.  lOoz.  for  first  prize,  knd 

J  u  }  Wednesday  Association  visited  Horkstow 
t^iK  1  o  sof^e  splendid  sport,  Mr.  S.  King  taking 
151b.  12oz.  of  fish  for  first  prize,  Mr.  W.  Chapman 
taking  second  with  101b.  2foz.,  and  Mr.  T.  Moreliae 
weighing  in  91b.  12oz.  for  third.  Messrs.  J.  Cheese 
roan  W.  Cheeseman,  R.  King.  T.  Wray.  and  W. 
Hall  have  also  had  good  catches  of  roach  and  bream 
with  maggot  at  Ferriby  Sluice.  The  river  Hull  is  in 
nice  trim  this  week,  and  at  Swinemoor,  Weelferrv 
Wawne  and  Dunswell  some  grand  catches  of  roach 
are  being  made  with  paste,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Grovehill  several  very  good  bream  have 
both  with  maggot  and  paste.  The 
Driffield  Canal  and  Frodiogham  Beck  are  in  nice 
fll'  several  brace  of  good  trout  have  been 

taken,  both  with  fly  and  minnow. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Next  Saturday  the  Buckley  Arms  Angling  Society 
18  due  at  Worsley  to  fish  a  match.  The  wfrrington 
Anglers  Association  m  their  first  matches  appeir  to 
We  had  varied  luck.  In  the  first  venture  at 
Buston  Castle,  on  the  13th,  Mr.  A.  Whittaker 
headed  an  entry  of  nineteen,  the  poorest  on 
'ZV\'''%r^^°^-  the  15th.  at  Thel^ 

fv.Boyle  headed  an  entry  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  the  best  on  record,  with 
awM       f-  '°        described  as 

iVh  tu    ^a""^^  i^*'  if  soaring  aloft 

with  the  Idea  of  catching  some  hungry  bird  and 

So  V         f  ^x>*-  EdwarS^gS 

Society  visited  Vale  Royal,  Mr.  J.  Shepherd  headSf 
the  hst  with  8oz.    To-day  the  "Medal  "  champion^ 

Lane  Thi'w^^V^^u^^^"/^g^  ^^^^  ^*  B^^fo'-d 
to  nr^snJ^  li^^^  ^^'y  '^"S'^'^g  ^""^ty  continues 
to  prosper ;  their  waters  are  fishing  well,  and  new 

members  are  contmually  accepted.    The  Clifton 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  substantial  change 
since  the  despatch  of  my  last  report,  and  the  altera- 
tion has  been  cordially  welcomed  by  anglers  all 
round.  Anyway,  the  rise  will  thoroughly  cleanse  the 
bed  of  the  river,  and  so  pave  the  way  for  improved 
sport.    At  Holme  Pierrepont  on  Saturday,  Aug  15 
Mr.  A.  Sewell  and  Mr.  Frank  Fish  brought  off  one  of 
the  best  catches  of  barbel  of  the  season.   The  swim 
was  worm-baited  and  yielded  no  fewer  than  thirty 
though  none  of  the  fish  ran  large— heaviest,  5ilb' 
At  Colwick  (Mr.  W.  Parr's  length)  Mr.  R.  Higginson 
has  creeled    some    remarkably  fine    dace  with 
the  maggot,   including  one  of   12^oz.  Visitors 
to     Shaidlow     and     Cavendish     Bridge  have 
done  fairly  well  amongst  roach  with  creed  wheat, 
and  It  is  evident  that  this  kind  of  angling  is 
gradually  growmg  more  popular  on  the  river. 
Mr.  R.  H.  J  ackson  and  his  son  have  killed  sundry 
barbel  at  the  foot  of  Averham  weirs,  and  odd  fish 
before  the  rise,  were  brought  up  irom  Kelham,' 
Fiskerton,  and  Stoke.  It  is  hoped  that  the  coloured 
water  will  set  the  big  bream  more  freely  on  the 
feed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  had  a  heavy  downfall  of  rain  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  Aug.  15  and  16,  and  it  must  have  been 
general,  for  on  Monday  morning  a  great  volume  of 
water  was  rolling  down  the  Severn  and  Teme,  and 
at  the  present  time  both  streams  are  high'  and 
turbid,  and  very  little  fishing  can  be  done.    A  lot 
of  small  salmon  are  ascending  the  river  in  this  flush, 
but  unfortunately  for  the  poor  fishermen  and  the 
public,  the  close  season  for  salmon  commenced  on 
Monday,  Aug.  17,  or  there  would  no  doubt  have 
been  a  great  number  taken.    As  a  whole  the  nets 
have  done  well  this  season.    A  few  good  fish  were 
taken  at  the  end  of  the  week  at  Worcester,  and 
among  others,  in  the  Upton-on-Sevem  district,  Mr. 
Griffin  caught  one  of  211b.  Eels  are  running  well,  and 
are  being  taken  in  large  quantities.   Very  few  trout 
have  been  caught,  and  those  chiefly  with  the  maggot. 
The  best  catch  recorded  this  week  is  eight  and  a  half 
brace,  by  Mr.  Martin  Perks.    On  Aug.  13  and  14 
there  were  some  good  baskets  of  grayling  taken 
m  the  Teme  and  Harrow.    Red  Tag,  Green  Insect, 
and  Sky  Blue  killing  well,  and  some  good  sized  fish 
were  taken  with  the  maggot.    Coarse  fish  have  not 
been  feeding  well  in  the  Severn,  still  some  good 
baskets  of  fish  were  secured  in  the  river  above 
Camp.    Mr.  Thomas  had  51b.  of  roach  with  the 
maggot ;  Mr.  Tyler,  81b.  of  chub  with  wasp  grub ; 
Mr.  A.  Williams,  6tb.  of  roach  and  dace  with  creed 
wheat  and  paste  at  Upton-on-Severn  ;  Mr.  F.  Pater, 
about  71b.  of  roach  with  the  wheat ;  Mr.  C.  Evans[ 
51b.  with  same  bait.     Bream  have  been  taking 
wheat,  paste,  and  maggot  in  the  Avon,  and  numerous 
good  baskets  have^been  taken. 


a  catch  of  31b.  SJoz.  The  Harrogate  Con- 
servative Anglmg  Association  held  their  annual 
match  at  Boroughbridge  on  Aug.  17.  The  can 
ZZJT  ^/  Hal'am's  Northern 

Hotel,  Leeds,  with  21b.  OJoz.    Last  year's  winner, 
Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  Leeds,  was  second  with  lib.  14ioz 
ihe  trophy  must  be  won  thrice  before  it  can  be 
retamed      The  visitors'   prizes    were  taken  bv 
Messrs.  Richardson,  Gurney,  and  Hurst,  of  Leeds 
A  large  contingent   of  York  anglers  joined  the 
Black  Ox  Anghng  Club's  annual  contest  at  Leera 
ing  on  Aug.  15.    Mr.  A.  Turner-Brown,  of  York, 
was  holder  of  the  cup,  which  now  passed  out  of  hie 
hands,  Mr.  J.  Nicholson,  Leeming  Bar,  heading  the 
thirty  competitors  with  41b.  8oz.     The  York  prize- 
takers  were  Messrs.  E.  Taylor,  A.  T.  Brown,  Ward, 
a    Wiseman     W    Hood,   A.    E.    Wiseman.  D 
Wrigglesworth,    P.    W.   S,   Bygate,   and  T.  H 
Payne.     The  prizes  for  the  greatest  catch  of 
pike  during  the  season  had  been  awarded  to  York 
rodmen,  namely  :— Messrs.  A.  E.  Wisemen,  37i:lb.  : 
Rowlson,  291b. ;  and  Ward,  131b.    In  the  presence 
of  the  members  Mr.  Whitfield,  Hon.  Sec,  was  pre- 
sented,  on  behalf  of  a  large  number  of  subscribers, 
with  a  purse  of  gold,  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage. 
Mr  J  G.  Butcher,  M.P.,  on  the  evening  of  Aug  15 
distributed  the  prizes  to  the  members  of  the  Wool- 
York  ^*        Woolpack  Inn.  Cattle  Market, 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather,  which  has   been  generally  wild 
and  wet,  has  assumed  something  of  a  seasonable 
character,  and  sport  has  exhibited  a  corresponding 
improvement  all  round.    On  the  Waterville  lakes 
sea-trout  have  been  rising  well  since  Aug.  16.  and 
the  daily  takes  of  these  fish  have  averaged  150  fish 
among  seventeen  boats  out.    The  Kerry  Inny  is 
furmshing  better  sport  at  salmon  than  it  has  done 
for  several  years  past.    A  few  years  back  it  was 
thought  that  this  water  was  completelv  cleared  of 
salmon  by  poachers,  who   speared,   netted,  and 
poisoned  with  either  spurge  or  lime.    For  the  past 
couple  of  years  poachers  have  been  well  watched 
with  the  result  that  this  river  again  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  best  autumn  waters  in  the  south  of 
Ireland.    The  angling  returns  from  the  Shannon  do 
not  show  the  usual  sport,  but  matters  are  showine 
up  on  this  big  water  at  time  of  writing.    In  Con- 
naught  generally  matters  have  progressed  nicely  in 
all  departments,  and  better  sport  is  looked  forward 
to  on  the  lakes  m  this  province  when  the  waters 
clear  after  the  mountain  floods.    The  Cork  rivers 
have  furnished  better  sport,  especially  the  Lee 
Bandon,  and  Blackwater.   Sea  angling  is  once  more 
yielding  good  sport  at  pollack  and  whiting  along 
the  Cork  and  Kerrv  shores. 


USING  A  NET  ILLEGALLY. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  splendid  weather  experienced  lately  has 
induced  many  anglers  to  go  out  in  search  of  fish, 
and  there  is  good  sport  generally.  On  Saturday 
(Aug.  15)  the  York  and  District  Amalgamation  held 
their  second  sweepstakes  of  the  season  at  Water 
Fulford,  there  being  forty-three  competitors.  The 
weather  was  unfavourable,  and  the  total  weight  of 
fish  just  cleared  o21b.  14oz.,  C.  Armstrong.  Leeman 
Road  Working  Men's  Club,  leading  winners  with 


Robert  Andrew  Woodman  and  George  Irving 
fishermen.  Lower  Kenziels,  Annan,  were  charaed  at 
the  instance  of  Inspector  Nicholson,  Eden  Fishery 
Board,  with  taking  salmon  at  Bowness  with  a  drift 
or  hang  net  on  Aug.  1.— Mr.  Errington  was  for  the 
prosecution;  Mr.  G.  A.  Lightfoot  defended  the 
accused,  who  pleaded  not  guilty.— Mr.  Errington 
said  the  defendants  were  licensed  to  use  a  draft 
net,  but  they  had  been  caught  using  a  drift  net 
which  was  illegal.— Inspector  Nicholson  stated  that 
°^  ^^^■}  l^"  "^^^  °°  d"ty  i^  the  Sea  Fisheries  boat 
on  the  Solway  with  other  bailiffs.  They  came  up 
the  Solway  at  12.15  a.m.  Near  Cardurnock  they 
came  up  to  a  boat  which  was  drift  netting  It 
was  one  hour  before  low  water.  The  channel  was 
between  800  and  900  yards  wide  at  this  point 
Defendants'  boat  was  150  yards  from  the  EngUsli 
side  of  the  channel.  At  the  end  of  the  net  there 
was  a  staff  and  a  small  flag.  Witness  seized  the 
boat  ;  defendants  were  pulling  the  net  in  as  hard 
as  they  could.  The  tail  of  the  net  was  on  the  Scotch 
side  of  the  boat,  and  the  wind  was  in  the  north 
The  net  was  about  6ft.  deep.  In  the  net  near 
the  bottom  of  the  boat  was  a  grilse.  The  net  was 
f     OA  ^'^'^  defendants  were  only  Ueensed 

for  300  yards.— Cross-examined  :  No  Act  of  Parha- 

ment  and  no  bye-law  said  it  was  illegal  to  drift  

Mr.  Errington:  But  the  House  of  Lords  decision 
says  so. — Cross-examination  resumed  :  There  were 
two  salmon  nets  in  defendants'  boat.  Any  sort  of 
net  was  illegal  if  it  was  illegally  used.  All  the 
defendants'  nets  were  wet,  and  he  was  satisfied 
they  had  all  been  used  on  the  English  side  of  the 
Solway.- Inspector  Holmes,  Sea  Fisheries  Inspector 
under  the  County  Council,  who  was  with  Inspector 
Nicholson,  gave  corroborative  evidence.  He  would 
maka  drifting  illegal.  A  draft  net  swept  the  bottom 
but  a  drift  net  kept  at  the  top.  He  had  been 
accustomed  to  drafting  and  drifting  all  his  life,  and 
had  no  doubt  defendants  were  drifting.  Defendants 
owned  they  were  doing  wrong,  but  asked  for  tha 
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ilJMGlLiERS'   HOnrc:]:.S,   fishing   QTUSLRTERS,   &o.   [See  also  p. 


VI. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  Kiver  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanupe,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Pishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  SutherlandsMre,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 
Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  sceneryof  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishmg 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Lougrhanure 
Fishery. 

H  ANION'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitora.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day,  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 

ORKNEY. 

Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Masons  A rms  Hotel. 
Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Tpout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 

CORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  Biver 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams, 

Flynn,  Ballina." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weeklij. 
There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridgfc,  and  Snipe  .Shooting.  Very  large  Pike 
have  been  captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been 
additionally  enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms, 
sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water) 
and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel 
tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OUGHTERARD. 

Close  to  Lough.    Free  Fishing.    Trout,  Salmon 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  san 
tary  arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s, 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cnllen,  DeiTy- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  &i  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5«.  each  per  week 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  chargi 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLAHKE. 


HE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
"heodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful  spot  for 
quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
'erms,  £2  12«.  6d.  per  week.     Station  :  Glyncei- 
via  Chirk.   Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Buabon. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

XT  CS0E8,  ANGLESEY  (L.K.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
week,  £2 ;  day,  10s. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 


{Dungloe,  Co.  Dotiegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Tront, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  H  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best,  lerms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,  CO.  DERRY. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom 
modation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9s, 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2 ;  week,  7*-.  6d. ; 
and  day,  2s.  6rf.— tofish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
'Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toorae.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5s.  per  day. — Address,  Manageress. 


WEST  OF  IRELAND. 

60,000  acres  of  Trout  and  Pike  water 
the  best  in  Ireland ;  also  40,000  acres  of 
excellent  Rough  Shooting,  with  any 
amount  of  Wild  Fowl.  All  Free  to 
Visitors. — Ai^ply,  John  A.  Joyce,  J. P., 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL 

CLONBUR,  IRELAND. 


Established  j.837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS 

Also  out-of-print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.    Every  number  of  "THE  PnB 

LISHER'S  CIRCULAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD 

(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  hac 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
DuDstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


UT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Ijuxurious  and  Itvexpensive  Travel. 
Sailings  Weekly. 
TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana. 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.   For  full  information  apply 
the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfors, 
to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 


SGRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  MONTHLY. 
CONTENTS  Of  No.  200.   VOL.  XXXIV. 


KOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE 
BOAT,  with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
jersons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
?ishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £1  5s.  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St. 
Ives.  Hunts.   


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President-^m  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


TROUT— STOCK  FISH  FOR  SALE 

The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association  have  60  Stock  Trout  to  Sell 
4  to  6  years  old,  1  lb.  to  3  lb.  weight,  Salmo 
Lcvencnsis  crossed  Salmo  Fario,  in  first- 
class  condition.  Well  assorted  Males  and 
Females. — Apply,  Henry  Coopee,  Hon 
Sec,  Cromford,  Derbyshire. 


WORMS  IN  MOSS. 

Fresh  daily.  Brandlings,  Maidendews 
Marsh  Beds,  &c.  :  300  1/6  ;  500,  2/0 
1,000,  3/6.  Good  Gentles,  from  1/-  per 
bag.  Wasp  Grub.  Large  Lobs,  for  Salmon 
or  Barbel  fishing,  1/6  per  100.  All  carriage 
paid.  Note  the  address— T.  Holmes 
10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds.  The  Oldest 
Bait  Dealers  in  the  City. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publlihen, 
Price  Ss.  ed. 


Angrlera  wisbing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fiihint  the  Dove  and  Iiaak  'Walton  Oonatry 

SHOULD  ADTERTISB  IN 

The  Ashboarne  News  &  Dove  Yalley  Record 

"WanUd  "  adtU.,  18  vxmU,  «d. :  K  iwrdl,  H.,  prepaid 

Address :  News  Offlee.  Ashbourne. 


AUGUST,  1903. 

Frontispiece  —  Drawing  to  accompany 
"Sanctuary."  WALTER  APPLETON  CLARK. 
Reproduced  in  colours. 
The  County  Fair.  Nelson  Lloyd,  nius- 
trations  by  Edwin  B.  Child.  Eeproduced 
in  colours. 

The  Grass  of  Parnassus.  Poem.  John 

FiNLEY. 

Sanctuary.  Edith  Wharton.  Part  I.  (To 
be  continued.)  Illustrations  by  Walter 
Appleton  Clark. 
The  Sea-Fight  ofF  Ushant.  Hilaire 
Belloc,  Author  of  "Danton,"  etc.  Illus- 
trations by  Frank  BRANGwrN.  Repro- 
duced in  colours. 
The  Symphony.    Poem.    Robert  Haven 

Schauffler. 
The   Burglar  and  the  Lady.  Jesse 
Lynch  Williams.    Illustrations  by  Karl 
Anderson. 

The  Little  Shepherd  of  Kingdom 
Come.  Chaps.  XXVII-XXXI.  (Con- 
cluded.)  John  Fox,  Jun.  Illustration  by 
F.  C.  YOHN. 

Harvest  Time.  Poem.   Martha  Fenner. 
in  Quiet  Ways.  Poem.  Beatrice  Hanscom. 
Illustrations   by   Edwin   B.    Child,  and 
decorations  by  C.  E.  Hopper.  Printed  in  tint. 
The  Little  Revenge.  Mary  R.  S.  Andrews. 

Illustrations  by  A.  I.  Keller. 
The  Flying  Russian.  Frederick  Palmer. 

Illustrations  by  Cokwin  Knapp  Linson. 
The    Princess    and    the  IMicrobe. 
Margaret  Sherwood.     Illustrations  by 
J.  J.  Gould.   Reproduced  in  tint, 
iss  iVIartin's  Hour.  Anne  O'Hagan. 
The  Point  of  View— THE  OTHER  VIEW 
OF    "MANNERS  "-AN  ASTROLOGICAL 
SUGGESTION. 
The  Field  of  Art— THE  SKY-SCRAPER 
PROBLEM  (Montgomery  Schuyler). 

LONDON:  i 
SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Lti/.J 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  street,  E.C. 
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No.  318. 


AND  AFTER. 

AUGUST,  1903^      Price  2s.  6d. 


I.  The    Fiscal    Policy  of 

Germany.  By  Otto  Eltzbacher. 

II.  Suggestions    for   a  Com- 
mercial Treaty  with  Australia.  By 

Allerdale  Grainger  (Ar/ent-General 
for  South  Australia). 

III.  Free  Trade  and  Ppoteetion 

from  the  Workman's  Point  of  View, 

By  M.  Maltman  Barrik. 

IV.  The  Japanisation  of  China, 

By  George  Lynch. 

V.  The  Ornaments  Rubric 

according  to  the  Courts.    By  E. 

Blackwood  Wright. 

VI.  A  Papal  Conclave  and  its 

Chronicler.  By  Edith  Sellers. 

VII.  Some  Facts  about  Madem- 
oiselle de  Lespinasse.  By  Camilla 

VIII.  Civilisation  and  Babylonia. 

By  C.  F.  Lehmann. 

IX.  Charles  Reade's  Novels.  By 

Walter  Frewen  Lord. 

X.  The  Lost  Art  of  Singing— 

(concluded).    By  JI.  A.  R.  TUKER. 

XI.  Benjamin    Jowett  —  Some 

Recollections.  By  Cornelia  Sorabji. 

XII.  The  Bane  of  Borrowing. 

By  J.  W.  Cross. 

XIII.  "The   Granary   of  the 

Empire."  By  Robert  Machray. 

XIV.  Permanent    Officials  and 

National  Inefficiency.  By  J.  Byi 

Maxwell. 

XV.  Last  Month.   By  Sir  Wemts3 

reiD;  

LONDON  : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  Bouse, 
Fitter  lank,  flebi  Sikbbt,  H.C. 
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net.  The  net  was  seized  and  brought  to  this  Court. 
— Richard  Woodhouse,  Silloth,  one  of  the  County 
Council  bailiffs,  also  gave  similar  evidence.  He  had 
both  drafted  and  drifted  at  the  time  when  drifting 
was  legal. — Bailiff  Edgar,  of  the  Eden,  was  also 
called,  he  having  been  with  the  other  witnesses  in  the 
Sea  Fisheries  boat. — For  the  defence  Mr.  Lightfoot 
said  that  in  a  similar  case  tried  last  August  in  this 
Court  the  Chairman  of  the  Bench  had  expressed  the 
wish  that  something  would  be  done  to  make  clear 
the  difference  between  the  draft  and  the  drift  net. 
No  one  had  been  able  to  define  a  drift  net,  and  he 
submitted  that  there  was  no  section  of  any  Act 
under  which  the  defendants  could  be  convicted  in 
this  case.  It  had  not  been  proved  that  the  salmon 
had  been  caught  by  the  net,  nor  was  there  anything 
to  show  that  the  net  had  been  illegally  used. — 
Defendant  Woodman,  on  being  sworn,  stated  that 
he  had  used  this  net  three  years.  He  was  licensed 
to  use  300  yards  of  net  on  the  English  side  and  as 
much  as  he  liked  on  the  Scotch  side  This  was  a 
draft  net.  It  was  only  a  matter  of  opinion  as 
to  what  was  a  drift  net. — Cross-examined  by  Mr. 
Errington  :  They  were  drafting,  but  there  was  no 
one  on  the  shore  to  pull  the  net  in.  They  killed 
the  salmon  on  the  English  side  of  the  Solway. — In 
reply  to  the  Bench,  both  defendants  denied  ever 
having  admitted  they  were  doing  wrong.  They 
asked  to  have  the  net  because  it  would  do  them 
good  and  the  bailiffs  no  good. — The  Bench  con- 
sidered in  private,  and  on  their  return  Mr.  Horrocks 
said  the  defendants  had  been  using  a  net  illegally. 
They  would  each  be  fined  £5  and  costs,  but  they 
would  be  allowed  to  retain  the  net. — The  total  fines 
and  costs  amounted  to  £12  5s.  8d. — Carlisle  Journal. 


ilofes  from  i^c  ^oxi\). 

The  Queen  went  up  Deeside  on  Aug,  15.  We 
got  a  glimpse  of  her  during  her  eight  minutes'  stay 
in  Aberdeen  while  breakfast  was  being  handed  in 
frorn  the  Palace  Hotel  to  her  saloon.  She  is  to  pay 
a  visit  to  Mar  Lodge  for  some  angling  with  the 
Duchess  of  Fife. 


In  another  week  the  nets  will  be  off  on  some 
hundred  odd  salmon  fishing  stations,  and  then  the 
fish  will  be  all  to  the  angler  for  the  rest  of  the 
season. 


Some  good  baskets  are  being  made  on  the  Don, 
large  fish  being  by  no  means  scarce,  and  all  to  the 
fly.  Mr.  Macbeth,  in  a  basket  of  121b.,  on  Aug.  15, 
on  the  Messrs.  Pirie's  water,  had  two  fish  of  2|lb. 
and  21b.  respectively,  while  Mr.  Lindsay,  on  the 
Pitmedden  reach,  creeled  two  fish  of  2^1b.  and 
Iflb.  respectively. 


Mr.  Herbert  Singer  (Frome)  has  had  fairly  good 
baskets  on  the  Ythan  tidal ;  so  have  Mrs.  G.  Camp- 
bell, the  Masters  Campbell,  Messrs.  Martin  and 
Robinson,  all  of  London,  Commander  Evan,  Newton 
Abbot,  and  Mr.  Scott,  Penrith. 


The  "Twelfth"  was  a  poor  affair  this  year. 
From  the  Forest  of  Birse,  which  I  know  well,  and 
through  which  the  famous  grilse  and  trouting 
Feugh  flows,  the  bag  was  only  sixty  brace  to  four 
guns.  I  have  been  at  the  counting  of  160  brace 
and  more  on  many  a  former  Twelfth. 

Lady  Bridge  is  having  some  good  sport  on  the 
Deveron.  Last  week  on  two  days  out  she  creeled 
two  salmon  of  81b.  and  101b.  and  two  grilse  of  3ilb. 
and  51b. 


The  gathering  of  the  clans  at  Braemar  comes  off 
on  Sept.  17  at  the  old  rendezvous  by  Cluny  rock, 
near  Braemar.  The  King  and  Court  are  to  be 
present.  This  is  the  function  of  the  season  on 
Upper  Deeside. 


Camping-out  parties  have  been  the  favourite 
amusement  with  young  sportsmen  all  over  the 
North  this  season.  Deeside,  Donside,  and  Ythan- 
side  are  favourite  spots,  and  some  good  sport  has 
been  got  both  with  rod  and  gun. 

Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Yoimg,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
13,347.    Thomas  Evans,  40,  Chancery-lane,  London. 

A  new  or  improved  fishing  hook. 
17,233.    Andrew  Duncan  Mitchell  and  Alexandra 

Watson,  37,  West  Nile-street,  Glasgow. 

Improvements  in  the  manufacture  of 

buoys  or  floats  for   fishing  nets  and 

fishing  line  purposes. 


Jlssociafions,  efc. 

Anglebs'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate    meeting  was  held  on 
Monday,  Aug.  17.    Mr.  J.  J.  Frei  occupied  the 
chair.     Fifty  -  nine    societies  were  represented. 
Cheques  amounting  to  £40  3s.  9d.  were  ordered  to 
be  drawn.     A  new  society,  the  Tower  Angling 
Society,  of  the  Crown  and  Seven  Stars,  Royal 
Mint  Square,  E.C,  was  enrolled.    The  Anglers' 
Benevolent    Society's  report  was  received  with 
favour.    The  river  Lea  from  Fielde's  Weir  Lock 
(Rye  House)   to  Waltham   Common  Lock  is  to 
be  drawn  down   from  Aug.  24  to  Aug.  30.  The 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  transferring  of 
fish,  and  watching  some  four  and  a  half  miles  of 
waters  during  the  period  mentioned,  falls  upon  the 
association,  which  is  practically  the  Lea  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  and  the  amount  of  £15  was 
voted  to  help  to  meet  the  expense.   During  the  last 
twelve  months  the  association  has  spent  over  £26  in 
similar  work,  and  it  was  considered  by  many  to  be 
too  great  a  tax  upon  the  funds  of  the  association ; 
consequently  (the  Limehouse  Piscatorials  promised 
one  guinea,and  the  West  Ham  Brothers  half  a  guinea, 
and  many  others  promised  to  bring  the  matter 
before  their  members  so  that  further  donations 
for  this  particular  watching  could  be  forwarded 
to  the  secretary.    The  netting  and  restocking  fund 
committee  are  to  hold  a  meeting  this  week  to  take 
into  consideration  the  question  of  assisting,  and 
also  to  make  arrangements  for  the  Battersea  Park 
and  Peckham  Rye  nettings.    The  question  of  con- 
tinuing to  send  a  representative  to  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  was  carefully  con 
sidered.     A  resolution  was  unanimously  carried 
approving  the  action  of  Messrs.  Close  and  Woodruff 
in  protesting  against  certain  clauses  contained  in 
the  T.A.P.S.   last  annual  report,  and  they  also 
consider  that  Mr.  Woodruff  had  no  alternative 
but  to   resign ;  the    Anglers'   Association  never 
refused  federation,  neither  were  they  approached 
by  any  angling  body  upon  the  question  of  the  Port 
of  London  Bill ;  but  in  view  of  the  recent  action  of 
the  T.A.P.S.  in  attempting  to  come  into  touch  with 
the  London  anglers,    and  in  the  hope  that  the 
Society  may  be  ultimately  convinced  that  the  Asso 
ciation  are  anxious  to  work  in  sympathy  and 
unison  with  them,  it  was  decided  to  continue  send- 
ing Mr.  J.  B.  Close  as  the  representative.    Mr.  Close 
then  gave  ihis  report  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  he  attended.     A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  terminated  the  meeting. — R.W. 

Bbitish  Sea  Anqlees'  Society. 
The  close  of  the  holidays  brought  an  unusual 
influx  of  members  and  their  friends  to  the  society's 
Wednesday  evening  in  Fetter-lane.  Mr.  W.  K. 
Summers  was  chairman.  Reports  were  read  from 
agents  at  thirty  of  the  society's  stations ;  they  showed 
considerable  activity,  the  fishing  during  the  week, 
in  spite  of  the  stormy  weather,  being  good  all  round. 
The  Scotch  and  Welsh  station  reports  showed  up 
well,  also  the  Yorkshire  coast.  Mr.  Tucker,  at 
Dover,  found  the  weather  too  bad,  but  plaice, 
pollack,  and  a  few  cod  were  being  taken. 
Dr.  Patterson  reported  upon  the  North  Welsh 
stations,  expressing  much  satisfaction  with 
the  new  station  at  Llandudno  where  he 
found  a  most  excellent  agent,  good  boats  and 
men,  and  good  fishing.  Cod  of  81b.  to  101b.,  and 
fair  bags  of  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  codling, 
were  not  unusual.  Round  Ormes  Head  in  calm 
weather  very  good  whiting  of  l  |-lb.  to  21b.  were 
being  caught.  Good  pollack  were  caught  on  the 
Conway  shore  in  October  and  November,  and  bass 
plentiful  but  not  much  fished  for.  At  Bull  Bay 
very  good  fishing,  but  no  bait  obtainable.  Plaice 
up  to  3ilb  ,  sea-bream  5|-lb.,  cod  81b.,  were  caught. 
At  Aberfraw  weather  too  rough,  had  only  one  bream 
and  two  small  conger,  but  the  station  was  a  good 
one.  The  Doctor  pointed  out  the  importance  (of 
these  stations  to  members  residing  in  the  Midlands,  of 
which  there  were  not  a  few.  Great  interest  was  taken 
by  the  residents  in  the  sea  fishing  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. Mr.  Dryden  reported  having  fished  atCollinhae, 
Rothesay  Bay,  with  good  success.  He  remarked 
upon  the  singularity  of  taking  mackerel  there  on 
the  bottom.  He  found  rough  tackle  and  blunt 
hooks  were  necessary ;  also  to  let  the  fish  hook 
themselves — this  could  not  be  do  le  by  striking. 
He  also  drew  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  reply 
made  in  the  House  by  the  Lord  Advocate  to  com- 
plaints as  to  the  non- prevention  of  illicit  trawling  by 
foreigners  round  the  Scotch  coast.  Some  discussion 
ensued  upon  the  application  of  the  three-mile  limit. 
The  secretary,  Mr.  Pickup,  read  out  a  sketch  of  the 
programme  of  engagements  between  this  and  the 
date  of  the  general  meeting  in  February,  comprising 
numerous  papers  by  members,  an  exhibition  ot 
fishing  tackle,  smoking  concerts  and  a  ladies'  night, 
and  the  handing  over  of  the  Sarcelle  Cup  and  prizes 


for  the  year's  specimen  fish  competition.  The 
dates  of  the  Weymouth  Angling  Association  (affili- 
ated to  this  society)  were  announced  as  Aug.  24 
pier,  and  26th  to  28th  for  fishing  from  boats,  this 
society  contributing  three  medals.  Mr.  Kemp  pro- 
posed that  records  be  kept  of  papers  read  and 
discussed  by  the  society— a  proposal  that  met  with 
much  approval.  Dr.  Patterson,  hon.  curator  and 
librarian,  supporting  the  idea,  and  urging  their  pub- 
lication as  transactions  of  the  society,  and  pro- 
mising to  bring  the  matter  before  the  committee, 
and  with  thanks  to  the  chairman,  a  numerously - 
attended  and  very  interesting  meeting  came  to  a 
close. — Hon.  Repokteb. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
At  a  well  attended  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  Dr. 
W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell,  vice-president,  took  the 
chair.  The  important  announcement  was  made  by 
the  hon.  secretary  that  Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay,  M.P., 
well  known  for  tlje  interest  taken  by  him  in  fishery 
and  sporting  matters,  had  consented  to  become  the 
first  president  of  the  society ;  this  statement  was 
received  with  enthusiastic  approval  by  the  meeting, 
and  a  letter  was  directed  to  be  written  courteously 
thanking  him  for  his  kindness,  and  ratifying  his 
election.  A  nice  tray  of  some  forty  roach  and'dace 
from  Cookham  was  shown  by  Mr.  T.  Gilbert. 
Fishing  reports  were  also  made  as  follows  :  Mr.  Hur- 
ran,  Windsor,  about  fifty  !— very  unwelcome — pope 
and  one  perch ;  Mr.  Warne,  Huntingdon,  twelve  bream 
up  to  31b. ;  Mr.  Clark,  roach  up  to  lib. ;  Mr.  Dryden, 
interesting  sport  in  Scotland ;  whilst  Dr.  Ladell 
had  taken  some  two  or  three  dozen  flat  fish  off 
Ramsgate.  There  was  a  very  interesting  dis- 
cussion, in  which  Mr.  Wade,  secretary  of  the 
Central  Association,  took  part,  as  to  the  issue  of 
privilege  tickets  to  lady  anglers,  the  railway 
companies  at  present  seeming  to  object  to  gi-anting 
any  favours  of  that  nature  to  the  fair  sex.  There 
was  also  renewed  discussion  on  the  subject  of  the 
rare  kingfish,  or  opah,  exhibited  at  the  previous 
meeting,  recourse  being  had  to  many  ichthyological 
works  to  elucidate  the  facts  known  regarding  the 
life  history  of  this  rare  and  very  remarkable  fish,  of 
which,  it  is  understood,  that  shortly  the  society 
will  possess  both  a  photograph  and  a  coloured 
sketch  by  a  competent  artist.  The  usual  society 
toast,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  closed 
the  proceedings. 

Gkesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  presided  over  the  weekly  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday  last.     Not  many  people  were 
present,   as  several    are   away  holiday  making. 
Applications  for  membership  were  received.  The 
new  books  of  tickets  for  Kelvedon  are  ready,  and 
can  be  had  on  application.    The  fishing  reports, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  members  referred  to  above, 
were  rather  poor,  but  Mr.  Emery  has  had  some 
good  roach,  chub,  and  perch  from  the  Lea,  and  Mr. 
Dickens  some  capital  roach  and  very  fine  dace  from 
private  water.    Mr.  Riches  is  away  on  the  Broads, 
but  sent  a  report  of  having  taken  some  good  perch 
and  roach.    Mr.  Eldred  took  some  good  roach  from 
Kelvedon,  but  at  the  time  of  his  visit  the  water  was 
too  thick  for  securing  good  bags.    On  Monday  he 
took  one  and  a  half  brace  of  good  trout  from  the 
Chess.    The  evening  rise  on  this  water  has  been 
good  lately,  but  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  the  water 
quickly  gets  coloured  and  then  dry  fly  flshing  is 
out  of  the  question.    There  are  some  heavy  roach 
in  some  of  the  stretches,  and  they  rise  well  when 
the  weather  is  bright.    Just  at  present  there  is 
rather  too  much  stream. — Hon.  Repoeteb. 
HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  on  Aug.  19,  when  Mr.  J. 
Potter  submitted  the  report  of  what  transpired  at 
the  last  A.  A.  meeting.    It  has  been  decided  that 
we  hold  an  angling  tournament  for  the  champion- 
ship of   the  society.     Conditions  will  be  drawn 
up  by  a  committee    elected   for    the  purpose, 
and   full  particulars  will   be  placed  before  the 
next   meeting.     The    following    members  have 
been  successful  since  last  report :  Mr.  A.  Piercy 
many  roach  up  to    lib.    6oz.  from  our  Barford 
fishery ;  Mr.  J.  Parsons  a  take  of  91b.  of  roach  from 
Pangbourne,  best  brace  lib.  5oz.  and  lib.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
G.  Westrup  a  very  large  number  of  carp,  but 
nothing  above  31b. ;  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd,  perch  ;  Mr. 
F.  Berry  a  few  very  good  perch,  best  brace  11  o.  7oz. 
each;    Mr.   C.   Mitchell   a  brace  of  fine  bream, 
51b.  8Joz.  and  41b.  12oz.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  presided  over  a  large 
meeting  on  Monday,  but  owing  to  the  boisterous 
weather  and  the  flooded  condition  of  the  Kennet 
sport  had  been  almost  absent.  Mr.  Horace  Brown 
had  a  brace  of  trout  and  some  chub  from  a  private 
part  of  the  Colne,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  lost  a 
arge  pike  in  the  Kennet.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson 
creeled  dace  and  roach  at  Newbury,  but  from 
Uxbridge  no  good  news  was  received. — Hon.  Sko. 
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letters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

PERCH  FISHING  IN  LOCH  LEVEN. 

Dear  Sib, — Surely  there  are  many  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Border  who  would  go  to  Loch  Leven  if 
they  only  knew  what  excellent  perch — and  I  may 
add  pike — fishing  is  to  be  had  there.  I  am  not  a 
perch  or  pike  fisherman,  but  I  can  enter  into  the 
minds  of  those  who  are. 

Afriend  called  onme  recently  withapresentof  some 
very  well  shaped  perch.  He  and  a  friend  had  been 
at  Loch  Leven.  In  two  hours'  fishing  (from  a  boat) 
their  united  bag  weighed  501b,  net.  The  fish  were 
under  the  average.  The  average  appears  to  be 
about  9oz.  to  lOoz.,  but  there  are  lots  of  good  perch, 
and  he  told  me  of  one  which  scaled  3^1b. 

Whilst  discussing  the  interesting  topic,  he  said 
that  he  had  been  informed  that  six  rods  once  made 
the  record  bag  for  Loch  Leven  in  one  day  of  1644 
perch  !  If  this  is  not  enough  to  satisfy  anyone  (but 
a  glutton),  my  name's  not  MacTavish. 

The  expense  is  a  consideration  to  many,  and  I 
believe  that  the  usual  charge  for  perch  fishing  is 
Is.  6d.  per  hour.  My  friend  paid  23.  per  hour,  but 
as  he  only  fished  two  hours  and  had  (with  his  friend) 
501b.  of  perch  the  cost  was  not  at  all  ruinous. 

A  friend  of  the  writer  lodged  some  years  ago  in  a 
farmhouse  at  that  end  of  the  loch,  which  teemsjwith 
perch,  and  his  bill  was  a  very  moderate  one,  but 
whether  the  same  farmhouse  would  receive  a  visitor 
now  is  another  matter.  If  information  is  wanted 
as  to  this,  I  will  be  happy  to  make  the  necessary 
inquiries. 

Loch  Leven  certainly  seems  to  be  a  paradise  for 
the  perch  fisherman.  Pike  fishing  is  not  to  be  had 
on  the  same  terms,  at  least  I  think  not,  but  the 
secretary  would  give  all  such  information  gladly 
and  with  accuracy. — Yours  truly,      E.  M.  Tod. 


"EXPERIENCES  AT  THE  TAYNUILT 
HOTEL." 

Sib, — In  your  last  issue  I  find  a  letter  written  by 
"  One  Who  Has  Been  There."  The  same  mysterious 
individual  is  well  known  by  all  in  the  Taynuilt 
Hotel,  and  has  made  himself  so  disagreeable  by  his 
unreasonable  demands  while  here  that  I  was  obliged 
to  make  it  plain  to  him  that  I  would  never  have 
him  back  again. 

The  arrangements  for  fishing  are  as  follows: — 
Anglers  draw  for  the  sections  every  evening  after 
dinner  while  they  are  all  together,  and  any  party 
arriving  on  the  following  day  can  fish  should  there 
be  any  section  vacant. 

Such  good  luck  did  not  happen  to  be  in  store  for 
the  nameless  personage  on  his  arrival  in  the  morn- 
ing, consequently  the  idea  of  being  deprived  of  the 
chance  of  landing  a  salmon  that  day  was  considered 
such  an  unpardonable  mistake  on  my  part  that 
nothing  would  console  him  but  the  prospect  of 
having  his  malicious  revenge  satisfied  by  exposing 
his  supposed  ill-treatment  on  the  day  of  his  arrival. 
— Yours  truly,  D.  Macdonald. 

The  Hotel,  Taynuilt. 


SEA  AND  FRESH- WATER  FISHING  WANTED, 

Deae  Sib. — In  answer  to  "Half  Pay,"  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Lune  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  and 
likelj  to  remain  so.  Very  few  salmon  get  up,  and 
now  the  net^  below  will  suffer  as  we  rods  up  here 
have  for  the  la«t  few  years.  There  is  no  smoke 
without  fire,  and  no  salmon  fishing  without  smolt. 
Of  course  a  few  licences  are  taken  out,  and  I  only 
wish  our  lovely  ideal  salmon  river  had  a  pair  of  fish 
in  each  pool.  Our  trout  fishing  has  improved  in 
consequence,  and  as  things  ara  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  it  will  go  on  improving,  for  the  upper  reaches 
will  not  preserve  the  spawning  sa'mon  for  the 
Lancaster  netters  if  one  here  and  there  only  be 
their  reward. — Yours  faithfully, 

Olivee  Pbocteb. 


Deae  Sie,  —  In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
'*  Half  Pay,"  the  only  place  in  Cornwall  where  he 
can  get  fresh-water  fishing,  and  also  salt  water,  of 
any  note  at  all  would  be  Looe ;  the  boatmen  here 
are  first-class  chaps,  and  you  are  close  to  your 
fishing.  There  is  a  stream  that  runs  down  the 
valley  that  affords  good  sport  for  trout  and'  an 
occasional  peal,  or  you  can  run  up  by  the  railway 
to  Doublebois,  changing  at  Liskeard,  and  fish  the 
Fowey,  where  there  are  plenty  of  salmon  and  trout. 
— Yours  truly,  W.  Heaedee  and  Son. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


THE  CLAUDY. 

Deae  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform 
me  whether  or  no  the  banks  of  the  river  Claudy, 
Gweedore,  are  free  from  trees  and  other  obstacles 


which  prevent  free  casting  with  the  fly  for  salmon. 
Are  the  banks  steep  ?  Is  the  hotel  such  that  can  be 
recommended  as  a  residence  for  a  lady  and  little 
girl  along  with — Yours  faithfully,  Debby. 

THE  "CLAUDY"  AND  GWEEDORE,  ETC. 
Dear  Me.  Maeston, — I  read  with  much  interest 
the  description  given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug  8 
of  the  fishing  at  Gweedore  and  the  Claudy  river. 
Perhaps  you  will  allow  me  as  one  who  lives  here, 
has  fished  the  various  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  district 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  on  whose  property 
most  of  the  salmon  are  bred,  to  make  a  few  correc- 
tions. First  of  all  the  river  is  called  the  Clady, 
not  "Claudy."  Then  we  come  to,  "  In  the  good  times, 
Mr.  James  Mott,"  etc.  Now  I  was  the  person  who 
did  this  thing  (on  July  4.  1892, 1  killed  twenty-three 
salmon  and  grilse,  not  twenty-four),  having  that  day 
hooked  twenty-nine.  I  am  rather  proud  of  this 
achievement,  but  you  will  see  my  name  on  the  top 
of  this  sheet  of  paper,  and  it  is  not  "Mott."  The  name 
of  Mott  is  sacred  and  ever  will  be  to  me  on  account 
of  the  delightful  writings  of  "  Gubbin."  Still  it  is 
not  my  name  nor  ever  was.  Where  Mr.  Grimble 
got  the  information  is  a  puzzle,  as  I  am  sure  no  one 
in  the  county  of  Donegal  would  have  given  it  to 
him.  On  we  go  to  "  Mr.  Lee  Carpenter  had  days  of 
twenty  and  fifteen."  Now  Mr.  Lee  Carpenter  is 
really  Mr.  Joseph  Compton  Lees,  of  Newton  Manor, 
Sligo,  a  lifelong  friend  of  mine.  He  got  twenty  on 
July  4,  1881,  which  was  the  record  until  I  cracked 
it  exactly  eleven  years  later.  Perhaps  I  might 
insert  a  further  record  of  twelve  consecutive  days 
(omittingJSundays)  in  1892,  June  27  to  July  9,  when 
I  got  eighty-one  salmon  and  grilse.  This  might 
possibly  be  done  even  now  if  any  individual  angler 
could  get  the  river  all  to  himself.  And,  oh  !  don't 
let  intending  visitors  approach  Gweedore  by  Fin- 
town  unless  they  do  not  object  to  a  long  and  expen- 
sive drive ;  if  they  do  not  mind  that,  and  love  grand 
scenery,  then  that  is  the  way,  but  for  ordinary  people 
Gweedore  Station,  on  the  Letterkenny  and  Burton 
Port  Extension  Railway,  is  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  the  hotel  to  which  those  who  go  will 
want  to  return. — Yours  truly, 

J.  B,  M.  LiNGtAED-MoNK. 


QUERY  BEST  NUMBER  OF  JOINTS  FOR 
A  FLY  ROD. 

Sib. — A  question  has  arisen  as  to  which  is  the 
best  fly  fishmg  rod  and  one  most  frequently  used 
by  fly  fishermen — namely,  a  two  jointed  rod  or  a 
three  or  more  jointed  one.  I  shall  esteem  it  a 
favour  if  you  can  possibly  arrange  to  give  the 
answer  in  your  next  issue.  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation.— Yours  truly,  Aebiteatob. 

[I  should  say  that  the  fly  rod  in  three  joints  is  by 
far  the  most  general  favourite  both  for  salmon  and 
trout  fishing.  I  certainly  prefer  three  to  two  or 
four.— Ed.] 

MACKEREL  IN  THE  RIVER  ARUN. 

Deab  Sie, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  if  mackerel  have  ever  been 
caught  in  the  river  Arun  at  Littlehampton  ? — 
Yours  truly,  H.  Smith. 


FISHING  AT  SOUTHWOLD. 

Deae  Sie, — -I  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  letter 
asking  for  information  about  fishing  near  Southwold. 
I  cannot  give  much  information  about  the  river  at 
Wenhaston  this  year  as  I  have  only  been  once,  and 
that  was  a  few  days  after  the  opening  of  the  season, 
when  I  caught  one  fine  roach  and  two  perch,  but 
since  the  weeds  have  been  cut  there  should  be  good 
sport  with  roach,  rudd,  perch,  eels,  and  jack.  I 
have  seen  some  very  fine  eels  from  Wenhaston 
during  the  last  few  weeks.  I  have  visited  a  private 
stream  within  half-an-hour's  walk  from  here,  and 
had  excellent  sport  with  rudd,  sometimes  catching 
fifteen  to  twenty  in  an  evening,  averaging  about 
12oz.  to  lib.  each.  We  hope  soon  to  be  giving  o-or 
attention  to  sea  fishing.  I  went  for  a  trial  on  the 
end  of  Southwold  Pier  last  Wednesday  evening  with 
one  rod  and  a  few  lugworms,  and  I  caught  eleven 
dabs  in  less  than  two  hours.  The  whiting  come  in 
here  towards  the  end  of  September,  and  with 
codling  following,  and  dabs  and  flounders,  we  are 
counting  upon  a  good  time.  I  enclose  a  photo  I 
had  taken  last  November,  showing  the  result  of  an 
afternoon's  fishing  from  the  pier. 

This  pier  offers  excellent  facilities  for  sea  fishing, 
and  the  Coast  Development  Company  have  arranged 
(for  anglers)  a  very  reasonable  scale  of  charges. 
Tickets  can  be  taken  by  the  day,  or  an  inclusive 
ticket  can  be  had  at  a  very  low  price  for  twelve 
months. — Yours  faithfully,       Robt.  J.  Canova. 

FISHING  TACKLE  FOR  CONVALESCENTS. 

Deae  Sie, — I  have  been  asked  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Friendly  Societies'  Convalescent  Homes  at 


Dover  and  Heme  Bay  whether  I  can  assist  him  in 
obtaining  any  fishing  tackle  gratuitously  for  the 
use  of  inmates.  The  members  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  are  sent  to  one  or  the  other  of 
these  homes,  so  that  in  providing  tackle  for  others 
we  are  at  the  same  time  affording  a  brother  angler 
an  opportunity  of  enjoying  a  little  sport.  They  all 
speak  most  highly  of  the  kind  treatment  they 
receive  at  these  homes,  and  I  am  sure  I  could  have 
no  better  advocates  than  those  who  have  been 
there.  May  I  appeal  to  your  readers  for  either  a 
small  donation  or  some  rods  and  tackle  which  they 
have  discarded,  but  which  may  still  be  of  service  ? 
I  have  already  received  promises  from  the  follow- 
ing :  — Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  rod,  reel,  and  line  ;  Mr. 
J.  Martin,  ditto ;  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  ditto ;  Mr. 
P.  Salmon  (Gresham  A.  S.),  lOs. ;  Mr.  F.  Gray, 
some  tackle.  I  will  gratefully  acknowledge  any 
sums  sent  me  for  this  purpose,  and  cheerfully  pay 
carriage  on  any  goods  received. — Yours  faithfully, 
9,  Hetley-road,  "       W.  H.  Barbee. 

Shepherd's  Bush. 


FISHING  ;near  KENILWORTH. 

Deae  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Tetley  re  fishing  near 
Kenilworth,  he  can  get  fishing  at  Chesford  Bridge 
at  Is.  per  day,  and  at  Blakedown  Mill  at  28.  per 
day,  1^  miles  from  Kenilworth,  and  there  are  three 
angling  clubs  in  Coventry.  The  nearest  witer  is 
five  miles  from  Kenilworth,  and  is  preserved  by  the 
Coventry  Angling  Society.  If  Mr.  Tetley  will  com- 
municate with  me  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him 
particulars. — Yours  truly,  J.  Stoeeb. 

13,  Much  Park-street, 
Coventry. 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  WANTED. 

Dear  Sie, — I  intend  starting  for  Ireland  the 
beginning  of  September,  and  will  thank  you  to  be 
good  eno  igh  to  tell  me  the  best  p'acea  for  jack  on 
my  route— namely,  Cappoquin,  Glengariff.  Ken- 
mare,  Parknasilla,  Waterville,  Valentia,  Killamey, 
Listowel,  Tarbert,  Kilrush,  Kilkee,  Ennestimon, 
Lisdoonvarna.  Ballyvaughan,  Galway,  Clifden, 
Westport,  Ballina.  Sligo,  and  if  any  are  open  during 
September  and  October  for  live  baiting  and  the 
best  places  to  put  up  at. — ^Yours  faithfully, 

F.  E.  Nalty. 


FISHING  LINES,  ETC. 

Deae  Sib, — Referring  to  T.  P.  Tomes'  letter  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  August  8  and  "Junior  Pisca- 
torial's  "  reply  thereto  in  that  of  August  15,  it  is  a 
pity  J.  P.  did  not  state  what  oil  should  be  used  oa 
the  rag  for  preventing  the  line  from  sticking. 
Personally,  I  give  my  lines  a  light  rub  with  either 
vaseline  or  lard  before  commencing  the  season,  and 
this  makes  them  run  freely.  With  regard  to  oil- 
skins sticking,  there  is  no  remedy  for  this  that  I  1 
am  aware  of,  but  there  is  a  preventive — waterproof  j 
garments  should  never  be  oiled  with  boiled  linseed  J 
oil,  which  I  know  is  frequently  used  for  the  purpose  j 
to  save  time  in  drying.  If  raw  oil  is  used,  and  that  | 
only,  and  given  plenty  of  time  to  dry,  they  will  not  J 
stick  however  much  they  may  be  folded. — Yours  \ 
truly.  Sou'wester.  .: 


Deae  Sm, — I  can  sympathise  with  T.  P.  Tomes, 
but  your  corresp6ndent  "Junior  Piscatorial  "  does 
not  say  how  the  lines  are  to  be  washed.  I  have 
tried  all  sorts  of  dodges,  and  found  none  of  them 
ony  good.  Washing  them  is  no  use.  See  Fishing 
Gazette,  June  24,  1893:  "Steep  the  line  in  naphtha 
for  twenty-four  hours,  then  wash  it  out  in  very  hot 
water  with  a  little  soda.  Nothing  but  the  undressed 
silk  will  remain."  I  have  washed  some  of  them 
and  let  them  dry  for  weeks  and  weeks,  and  they 
have  been  just  as  bad  as  ever.  You  see  I  wanted 
something  more  to  remain  as  well  as  the  undressed 
silk. — Yours  truly,  Adsxjm. 


SPROAT'S  HOOKS  WANTED, 

Dear  Sir. — Enclosed  I  beg  to  hand  largest, 
medium,  and  smallest  Sproat  hooks.  They  were 
much  called  for  on  account  of  the  point  being 
shorter.  It  went  easily  through  a  fish  when  struck, 
and  was  not  likely  to  bend  or  slide  off.  I  may  say 
that  I  keep  all  sizes  in  stock. — Yours  truly, 

15,  Basnett-street,  Heney  Whitty. 

Liverpool. 


COARSE  FISHING  IN  JRELAND  WANTED. 
Deab  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  as  to  where  any  coarse  fishing 
(either  free  or  by  day  ticket)  can  be  had  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Warrenpoint,  co.  Down,  Ireland, 
within  a  radius  of  about  eight  miles. — Yours  truly, 

H.  R. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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ON  THE  ITHON  AND  THE  STOUR 
By  the  Amateur  Angler. 


The  meadows  adjoining  the  Rock  House  Hotel, 
both  below  and  above,  are  very  charming,  not  only 
for  anglers,  but  for  mere  ordinary  idlers  to  ramble 
in.  My  tiihe  only  permitted  me  to  go  down  to 
them  for  an  hour  or  two  one  afternoon.  I  should 
have  done  well  with  the  chub,  which  abound  there 
as  elsewhere,  and  peradventure  with  a  brace  of  trout 
which  I  saw  rising  under  the  opposite  bank,  only 
that  unluckily  I  trod  upon  my  top  rod  and 
smashed  it  after  landing  a  big  chub  and  hooking  a 
monster  that,  after  a  splash  on  the  top,  sank  sulkily 
down  into  the  deep  water,  from  which  my  rod  bent 
double,  could  not  Uft  him  ;  the  hook  came  away 
after  an  interesting  time,  and  my  beautiful  rod 
resumed  its  perfect  straightness  and  elasticity  only 
immediately  afterwards  to  be  smashed  by  my 
clumsy  foot,  and  just  at  a  time  when  I  was  preparing 
for  that  brace  of  trout.  That  top  rod  has  accom- 
panied me  for  many  a  year  and  on  many  expeditions, 
and  has  landed  or  lost  many  a  trout  and  grayling. 
Why  was  not  the  Professor  with  me  ?  He  would 
have  spliced  it  in  a  trice,  but  I  had  no  material  with 
me.  So  it  was  that  my  fishing  on  the  Ithon  came 
ignominiously  to  an  end. 

ON   THE  STOUR. 
A  Champion  Chub. 

Having  accomplished  the  private  business  which 
had  drawn  me  to  Llandrindod,  I  betook  me  on 
Monday,  Aug.  10,  to  Boscombe  Bay,  where  I  found 
a  family  gathering  of  nearly  a  score  to  welcome  me. 
The  next  day  was  dies  non  for  any  outdoor  work  or 
play.  It  rained  incessantly  the  whole  day— that  is 
aU  I  need  say  about  it.  The  two  following  days 
(Wednesday  and  Thursday)  were  lovely,  and  in 
comparison  with  the  days  which  preceded  and 
succeeded  them,  should  be  marked  with  big  red 
letters  ;  they  were  such  indeed  as  we  townsters 
very  rarely  reahse.  The  first  was  spent  blissfully 
on  the  banks  of  the.  Stour,  and  the  second  by  a 
little  sea  trip  to  Swanage. 

Kscator  Major  had  chosen  Boscombe  for  his 
family  aimual  outing  not  specially  on  account  of  the 
charms  of  that  pleasant  place,  but  mainly  on  account 


of  some  good  fishing  which  had  been  made  available 
to  him  in  the  neighbourhood; 

On  Wednesday,  Aug.  12,  a  large  party  of  U8, 
comprising  P.  Major,  the  "  A.A.,"  Uncle  Arthur, 
Ted,  Bob,  and  Eric,  all  but  the  "  A.A."  fully 
equipped,  started  by  rail  for  fishing  in  the 
Stour,  not  far  away  from  Christchurch.  The 
"A.A."  preferred  being  present  as  a  spectator 
only.  Bob  (aged  eleven)  was  an  old  hand,  but 
Eric  (aged  eight)  was  a  novice — armed  with  a 
splendid  new  rod,  a  birthday  present  from  P.  Major, 
his  uncle  ;  Ted,  a  young  athlete  of  nineteen,  wields 
a  fly-rod  with  skill,  and,  like  the  "  A.A.,"  has  a  great 
abhorrence  of  sitting  aU  day  on  a  hard  board  in  a 
punt.  Ted,  Bob,  and  Eric  fished  from  the  bank, 
the  Major  and  Uncle  Arthur  took  to  the  punt  and 
stuck  to  it  most  of  the  day.  The  "  Amateur  Angler  " 
acted  as  overseer,  sometimes  punting,  sometimes 
marching  on  the  bank.  Then  fishing  operations 
began  some  distance  up  the  river  in  a  glorious 
green  meadow,  where  were  many  cows  and  a 
ranting,  roaring  bull. 

Bob,  I  think,  had  the  honour  of  being  first  to 
land  a  pound  perch,  then  another,  and  another. 
Ted  was  equally  successful.    These  two  caught  ever 
so  many,  till  at  last  they  became  careless ;  but 
Eric  —  it  was  a  sight  to  see  him  when  he  got  hold  of 
his  first  perch  and  landed  him.    And  then  he  had 
hold  of  something  big,  which  made  his  rod  bend, 
and  he  clung  manfully  to  it.    I  at  the  time  was 
sitting  in  the  boat  some  distance  off,  and  saw  the 
fish  dangling  in  the  air  near  the  bank,  where  it  was 
very  difficult  to  land  him.    Ted  soon  came  to  his 
assistance,  but  the  net  could  not  be  found  (no 
wonder — I  had  it  with  me  in  the   punt).  He 
knelt  down,  tried  to  seize  the  fish  in  his  hand,  and, 
alas  !  in  the  struggle  the  perch  broke  away,  and 
Eric's  heart  sank  down  into  his  shoes.    It  was  a 
splendid  fish.    Ted  says  it  must  have  been  at  least 
a  pound  and  a  half.    Eric  said  it  made  him  feel 
funny  all  down  his  back.     For  a  while  the  punt 
fishers  did  httle  or  nothing,  catching  only  small 
perch   or  roach   and  an   occasional   chub.  We 
dropped  down  the  stream  till  we  came  close  to  a 
bridge  in  amongst  the  tall  reeds.     There  Uncle 
Arthur,  at  his  first  dip,  hooked  something  big  that 
made  a  rush,  and  eventually  he  brought  in  a  21b. 
chub — but  21b.  chub  soon  came,  like  silver  in 
Solomon's  days,   "  to  be  thought  nothing  of." 
Arthur  sat  in  that  end  of  the  punt  and  hauled  in  at 
least  a  dozen  fish  from  lib.  to  over  31b.  in  less  than 
half  an  hour;  whilst  Piscator  Major,  sitting  at  the 
other  end  of  the  boat,  could  catch  nothing.  Then 
came  the  event  of  the  day.    Arthur's  arms  aching 
with  the  many  struggles  he  had  had,  gave  in  for  a 
few  minutes,  then  the  Major  moved  over  to  Arthur's 
corner,  and  at  his  first  cast  got  hold  of  something 
which  caused  a  commotion  in  the  water.  People 
on  the  bridge  looked  down  and  passing  boating 
parties  stopped  to  see  the  fight.    Tell  me  not  after 
this  that  chub  cannot  make  a  struggle  for  life  and 
hberty !    This   monster  fought  like  a  demon — 
away  out  into  the  stream,  then  a  dash  at  the  bank  of 
tall  reeds,  wliich  required  all  the  Major's  skiU  to  keep 
him  out  of,  then  he  tried  to  get  under  the  boat,  and 
the  Major's  httle  champion  fly-rod,  bent  double, 
failed  to  prevent  him  getting  under,  and  to  get  him 
back  with  fine  gut  and  only  a  small  No.  10  hook  in 
him  certainly  required  the  siu'e  hand  of  a  master. 
At  length  he  got  him  back  from  under  the  flat 
bottom  to  the  edge,  and  as  he  was  making  a  further 
dash  for  hberty  into  a  bed  of  weeds  the  hook 
came  away.    "  He's  off  !  "  mournfully  sang  the 
Major,  but  the  boatman  managed  by  a  very  clever 
turn  of  the  net  at  what  might  be  called  the  psychical 
moment  to  get  his  big  net  under  him — and  in  he 
came.    I  have  seen  thousands  of  chub  at  different 
times  of  the  ordinary  size,  but  never  before  had  I 
seen  such  a  perfect  beauty  as  this  one.    He  was 
put  ahve  into  the  well.    We  gave  up  fishing  for  the 
day.    On  landing  we  took  him  at  once  to  the 
railway  station.    In  the  station  scales  he  weighed 
over  6lb.    The  Major  packed  him  off  to  Messrs. 
Cooper  to  be  set  up. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  angUng 
days  that  I  have  ever  experienced. 

P.S. — The  Major,  not  trusting  the  railway  scales, 
asked  Messrs.  Cooper  to  weigh  the  fish,  and  they 
reported  5lb.  lljoz.  twenty-four  hours  after  it  was 
caught. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Ofllce.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on  application. 


WHEEE  TO  GO  FOR  FLY 
FISHING. 


(Concluded  from  page  115.) 

With  regard  to  h'cences  for  trout,  etc.-;  on  the 
Wye,  you  have  only  to  pay  Is,-  a  year ;  but  for 
salmon  a  payment  of  from  10s.  to  SOs.,  according  to 
time,  etc.,  is  required.- 

If  any  angler  is  also  fond  ofthe  gun,  he  will  find 
it  worth  while  to  take  out  a  10s.  licence,  if  staying 
at  Mr.  Davis',  for  rabbits  swarm  everywhere.  This 
also  would  be  a  resource  in  case  of  a  flood,  which 
stops  all  fly  fishing,  as  the  red  earth  gets  into  the 
river  at  once.  This  is  also  the  case  with  the  Teme, 
wliich  can  be  fished,  for  small  payment,  at  Tenbury, 
and  which  yields  a  few  trout,  and  plenty  of  grayling 
in  autumn.- 

At  about  the  same  distance  from  town,  in  a  more 
southerly  direction,  some  trout  may  be  had  from 
the  river  Axe,  near  Axminster.  The  trout  are  of 
very  good  size  and  not  scarce,  and  the  difficulty  in 
tempting  them  with  the  fly  (the  Iron  Blue)  should 
enhance  their  charms.  The  river  runs  in  a  very 
winding  course  through  a  flat  country,  and  is  very 
clear,  and  at  this  time  of  year  full  of  weeds,  which 
increase  one's  difficulties.  A  very  long  cast  up 
stream  is  required.  The  cost  of  a  monthly  licence 
is,  or  was,  30s.,  and  none  were  issued  for  a  shorter 
time.'  A  httle  further  on,  the  Otter,  near  Honiton, 
and  also  near  Sidmouth  and  Ottery  St.  Mary,  can 
be  fished  for  moderate  payment,  and  has  yielded  me 
some  very  good  fish.  It  is  also  a  difficult  water. 
By  staying  at  the  Golden  Lion,  Tipton  St.  John's, 
you  get  some  fair  fishing  free. 

The  Exe  and  the  Barle  are  too  well  known 
for  much  description  to  be  required.  I  had  fair 
sport  once  in  the  former,  but  it  was  in  the  Up 
Exe  Club  water,  and  I  do  not  think  this  is  avail- 
able by  payment.  Further  on,  the  Dart,  from 
Totnes  upwards,  even  to  its  source  in  Dartmoor, 
continues  to  afford  fair  sport,  though  not  what  it 
was  when  I  knew  it  well.  In  one  respect,  however, 
it  has  improved,  for  peel  seem  now  fairly  numerous. 
In  Cornwall  the  Camel  is  still  to  be  fished  from 
Camelford,  and  for  a  man  accustomed  to  long  walks 
the  sport  should  still  be  good  on  the  moorland 
stretches.    It  was  when  I  remember  it. 

Turning  northward,  the  neighbourhood  of  Wyres- 
dale,  in  Lancashire,  is  best  known  to  me  and  is  a 
lovely  district,  but  requires  plenty  of  water  to  fish 
well.  This  it  seems  hkely  it  may  have  now.  There 
are  specially  preserved  waters  near  Garstang,  and 
sometimes  a  chance  for  the  rainbows  therein  can  be 
had  for  5s.  a  day  on  applying  to  Mr.  Henry,  the 
secretary  of  Captain  Ormrod's  hatchery  and  fishery 
there.  I  remember  taking  thirty  rainbows  in  a  few- 
hours  in  a  little  lake  there. 

In  the  Lake  District  my  best  sport  was  had  in  the 
St.  John's  stream  running  out  of  Thirlemere  under 
the  shadow  of  Skiddaw.  Here  again  rain  is  re- 
quired, or  sport  will  be  slow.  Near  Carhsle  the 
Metal  Bridge  is  said  to  be  a  good  locality,  but  I 
went  a  httle  further ;  I  stayed  at  Annan,  a  most 
convenient  resort,-  and  very  good  for  night  fishing 
for  sea-trout,  etc.  I  had  best  sport  with  the  herling, 
which  sometimes  take  the  fly  well  and  fight  hke 
acrobats.  They  are  the  young  sea-trout  and  seldom 
exceed  lib.  Mr.  Wm.  Wright,  of  Annan,  will,  I 
think,  give  information  as  to  this  district  if  properly 
approached.  For  more  secluded  spots,  take  the 
train  to  Moffat,  or,  if  rooms  can  be  found,  stop  at 
Wamphray,  and  you  can  get  your  fill  of  bum  trout 
by  going  up  the  moors  near  the  head  of  Wamphray 
water.  I  remember  getting  sixty-eight  one  day,  and 
that  was  often  beaten  by  others.  Of  course  the 
trout  are  small,  few  being  over  Jib.,  but  night  fishing 
in  the  river  will  get  a  much  better  average,  and  also 
an  occasional  sea-trout  or  grilse.  I  once  landed 
one  of  these  latter  for  another  angler.  Further 
north  I  know  httle,  except  of  Allan  water,  where  I 
caught  some  small  trout  and  found  much  pollution 
from  PuUer's  dye  works,  and  of  the  Teith,  near 
Callander.  Here  trout  are  scarce,  but  I  got  a  good 
one  about  a  pound,  and  some  httle  things.  A  small 
payment  for  hcence  is  required. 

T  have  omitted  to  put  the  Derbyshire  fishing  in 
its  proper  order,  but  it  may  come  in  now,  and  can 
be  put  shortly.  The  Wye,  the  Derwent,  and  the 
Dove  are^'most  lovely'rivers  to  look  at,  but  usually 
disappointing  to  fish  in.  An  occasional  good  day 
may  be  had  (my  best  was  four  brace  of  fair  trout, 
7oz."to"9oz.  each),'but  it  is'balanced  by  many  days 
averaging  a  brace'or  so'each.  The  cost  is  also  con- 
siderable, though*  not  unreasonable.    I  found  the 
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two  inns  (the  Rutland  Arms  is  the  name  of  each)  at 
Bakewell  and  at  Baslow  most  comfortable,  but  for 
chance  of  fish  go  to  Baslow.  for  at  Bakewell  you 
find  all  the  experts  of  Derbyshire  gathered  together 
and  lamenting  that  the  trout  are  too  clever  for 
them  !  It  is.  however,  well  worth  while  to  stop  a 
night  at  Bakewell  before  going  on  to  Baslow.  if  only 
to  watch  the  splendid  trout  from  the  bridge.  Of 
the  Dove  I  Imow  little,  my  day  at  Hartington  only 
yielding  a  brace  of  grayUng,  but  it  is  worth  visiting, 
if  only  for  its  associations  with  Cotton  and  with 
Walton.  I  shall  not  soon  forget  the  fishing  cottage 
and  the  Pike  pool.  There  are  two  jjlaces  in  York- 
shire which  should  be  mentioned,  though  I  have  not 
actually  fished  them — Bolton  Abbey,  where  I  saw 
numbeis  of  nice  fish  in  the  Wharfe,  and  where  you 
pay  5s.  a  day,  which  seems  plenty,  and  Aysgarth. 
further  north,  from  which  a  friend  has  just  returned. 
He  tells  me  there  are  plenty  of  fish,  and  that  the 
only  payment  required  is  Is.  for  licence.  The  George 
and  Dragon  Inn  there  is  capital.  The  fish  are 
mostly  small. 

One  other  river  I  used  to  know  well — the  Eamont, 
near  Penrith.  This  is  a  tributary  of  the  Eden,  and 
contains  a  lot  of  lovely  trout,  but  the  part  I  fished 
with  some  success  is  private.  I  saw  a  fine  lot  of 
trout  just  taken,  however,  from  a  stretch  near 
Penrith,  where  leave  could  be  obtained. 

Little  space  is  left  for  coarse  fish,  so  I  will  merely 
give  a  detailed  Ust  of  the  spots  I  have  found  best 
for  the  fly.  For  roach  the  best  river  is  the  Welland, 
at  St.  James  Deeping,  near  Peterborough.  This 
fishing  is  in  the  shallows  of  the  river  within  about 
half  a  mile  of  the  station,  but  further  from  the 
village,  where  lodging  is  to  be  had.  The  roach  can 
sometimes  be  seen  in  hundreds  on  the  top.  and 
taken  two  at  a  time  occasionally  with  a  small  Black 
Gnat.  I  see  by  diary  my  bag  once  was  thirty-six 
(weighing  81b.),  but  this  was  much  less  than  I  had 
often  done  in  previous  years.  The  large  roach,  lib. 
to  2|lb..  of  which  there  are  many,  do  not  take  the 
fly  usually  in  this  river,  but  there  are  chub  to  be 
had  further  up  near  Thorpe's  mill.  Here  I  had  two, 
weighing  61b.  together,  one  morning  with  fly.  Per- 
mission is  here  required,  but  for  the  rest  of  the  river 
a  2s.  6d.  payment  to  the  association  is  all  that  is 
necessary. 

The  river  Ouse,  near  St.  Neots,  will  yield  good 
chub  sometimes  to  the  fly,  and  dace  also  from  the 
shallows. 

The  next  place  on  my  list  is  Homersfield,  on  the 
Waveney.  Here  the  large  roach  are  to  be  had 
sometimes  with  fly.  My  best  was  lib.  7oz.,  but 
the  numbers  are  not  great,  and  hot  weather  is 
necessary  for  fly.  With  paste,  splendid  sport  is  to 
be  had  in  autumn.  The  inn  is  the  Swan,  and  very 
good  and  cheap.  Perhaps  the  best  river  within  my 
knowledge  for  coarse  fish  with  fly  is  the  before 
mentioned  Wye.  Here,  close  to  the  town,  I  had, 
on  first  trial,  seven  chub  in  an  hour,  and  a  day  or 
two  later,  at  Preston-on-Wye,  thirty-eight  in  a  day, 
one  also  weighed  2Jlb.  The  average,  however,  was 
somewhat  under  half  a  pound.  For  dace  fishing, 
the  Avon  and  its  mill  streams  near  Christchurch 
and  Ringwood  is  still  good,  if  not  what  it  used  to  be 
when  I  took  100  in  five  hours.  The  dace  are  larger 
than  the  average  also,  often  over  ^Ib.  Very  good 
dace  are  found  in  the  Lark,  near  Barton  Mills, 
twenty  miles  beyond  Cambridge,  and  it  is  easy  here 
to  find  good  quarters  at  reasonable  rates.  I  found 
the  stream  hard  to  fish,  owing  to  the  under  (and 
over)  growth  on  its  banks,  but  got  a  lot  of  fair 
dace,  and  a  chub  of  nearly  41b. 

A  good  many  dace  and  chub  are  to  be  had  from 
the  Teme  at  Tenbury.  before  mentioned,  where  the 
inn,  the  Swan,  is  an  exceptionally  good  one,  but  the 
fishing  is  very  uncertain.  There  are  a  lot  of  chub 
and  roach  in  the  Annan  unfortunately,  and  one 
gets  hold  of  them  often  in  night  fishing  for  sea- 
trout. 

I  suppose  one  need  hardly  allude  to  such 
well-known  rivers  as  the  Thames  and  the  Lea, 
yet  I  may  just  mention  that  lots  of  dace  may 
be  had  from  Teddington  when  tide  is  low ; 
for  though  there  is  a  lock  at  Isleworth,  the 
water  rises  and  falls  up  above  a  little.  On  the 
Lea,  Broxbourne  is  as  good  as  any  for  dace.  The 
New  Hiver  at  that  place  is  much  better,  but  it  is 
preserved.  Some  parts  of  the  Wey,  near  Guildford, 
contain  numbers  of  dace,  and  those  near  the  brewery 
below  the  town  took  the  fly  well  when  I  tried  them. 
Very  fair  dace  fishing  is  to  be  had  near  Norwich, 
and, the  rudd  on  the  rivers  and  broads  -will  often 
takelthe  fly  well.  The  Bure  is  good,  but  Hickling 
broad  is  even  better.    There  is  another  piece  of 


water  in  quite  another  district  equally  famous  for 
its  rudd.  I  mean  Slapton  Ley.  In  this,  and  in 
Torcross  Ley  close  by,  tons  of  splendid  rudd  are  to  be 
found  ;  and  the  rudd  is  a  surface  feeding  fish,  as 
evidenced  by  the  shape  of  its  mouth.  The  best 
station  for  these  Leys  is  Dartmouth,  and  Kings - 
bridge  is  about  the  same  distance. 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 


ST.  BOSWELLS,  OE  LESSUDDEN. 

,  Many  people  who  know  the  village  of  St.  Boswells, 
on  the  Tweed,  are  not  aware  that  it  was  named 
■Lessudden  in  the  days  of  old.  Few  visitors  who 
drive  or  walk  through  the  village  seem  to  be  aware 
that  within  a  very  short  distance  of  the  main  road 
there  is  a  view  of  surpassing  beauty — a  surprise 
view.  In  less  time  than  it  takes  to  write  these 
lines  you  may  find  yourself  standing  on  the  verge 
of  a  "scaur"  (or  cUff)  of  about  seventy  feet  in 
height,  round  the  base  of  which  the  river  Tweed 
flows.  On  the  further  side  of  the  river  lies  Dryburgh 
Abbey  (where  Sir  Walter  Scott  rests  in  peace),  and 
as  you  lift  your  eyes,  they  rest  upon  the  Eildon 
Hills,  with  the  hills  and  moors  of  Peeblesshire  in  the 
far  background.  These  are  but  the  rough  outlines 
of  that  enchanting  view. 

SUNSET  AT  LESSUDDEN. 

Kntown  but  yet  unknown, 

Seen  but  still  unseen. 
Hiding  all  its  beauties 

Near  St.  Boswells'  Green; 
Name  it  as  you  will. 

Praise  will  come  unbidden 
When  upon  thy  gaze 

Bursts  the  glory  hidden. 

Tweed  !  thy  glamour  lendeth 

Beauty  to  the  land  ! 
Silver  are  thy  waters. 

Golden  is  thy  strand  : 
Bold  thy  voice  in  winter, 

Gentle,  aye,  in  June  ; 
The  very  babe  sleeps  sounder 

For  thy  melodious  tune. 

At  our  feet,  the  Abbey 

Stands  amidst  the  trees  ; 
Hark  !  the  leaves  are  whisp'ring. 

Stirred  by  Day's  last  breeze. 
The  murmur  now  arising 

From  the  ghost-like  land  below 
Seems  the  faint  sound  of  Vespers — 

Echoes  of  Long  Ago  ! 

Sunset  gilds  the  Eildons, 

Shadows  flit  between, 
Over  hill  and  hollow, 

Field,  and  haugh,  and  "  green  "  : 
Cloudlet  chases  cloudlet, 

And,  b'ke  a  race  begun, 
Lo  !  they  are  flying  towards  us 

From  the  Kingdom  of  the  Sun. 

I  gaze  upon  thy  bosom, 

And,  mirrored  there  I  see. 
Thy  waters  moving  onward 

To  mingle  with  the  sea  ; 
Sweet  Tweed,  thou  noble  river. 

My  old,  time-honoured  friend, 
I  seem  to  hold  thee  dearer, 

As  nearer  draws  Life's  end. 

The  shadows  deepen  slowly, 
Why  is  it  Darkness  pains  ? 
Life  is  a  God  Immortal, 

'Tis  Death,  grim  Death,  which  feigns. 
;  For  the  glad  sun,  which  ever 

Proclaims  the  dawn  of  Day, 
Shall  brighten  up  Death's  portals 
And  chase  the  gloom  away.' 
Aug.  15,  1903.  E.  M.  Tod. 


Hotel  with  Fishino  and  Shooting  Wanted. 
— One  or  two  correspondents  have  asked  me 
recently  if  I  know  of  any  small  hotel  or  angler's 
inn  with  good  fishing,  and  if  possible  also  shooting 
(wild- fowl,  etc.),  to  be  let.  I  do  not,  but  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  a  line  from  anyone  who  does. — 
R.  B.  Makston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


SALMON  CULTUEE  IN  EUEOPE. 


I  HAVE  been  hoping  to  get  some  reliable  informa- 
tion as  to  the  success  of  salmon  culture  in  Europe, 
but  regret  to  say  very  little  is  forthcoming.  Herr 
S.  Jaiie  kindly  sends  me  the  following  about  the 
Elbe,  but  I  am  afraid  that  those  who  deny  that 
salmon  culture  has  been  of  benefit  anywhere  will 
want  more  details,  especially  as  to  whether  any 
fish  can  get  up  to  spawn  naturally.  As  long  as 
any  fish  can  spawn  naturally,  it  is  impossible 
to  say  what  result  artificial  stocking  has  had, 
unless  the  artificially-bred  fish  have  been  marked. 
I  should  be  glad  if  Herr  Jaffe  can  give  us  further 
information  on  these  points. — R.  B.  M.  • 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — You  were  asking  the 
other  day  what  evidence  there  was  to  show  that 
artificial  stocking  of  salmon  (Salmo  solar)  had 
benefited  a  river. 

"  I  enclose  a  report  of  a  short  speech  made  by 
Buckwoldt,  one  of  the  lessees  of  the  Elbe  Salmon 
Net  Fisheries,  at  a  fishery  meeting  in  Apenrade  in 
August  of  this  year.  Buckwoldt  says :  '  Salmon 
fishing  is  at  present  the  most  profitable  fishing  in 
the  Elbe,  and  as  new  fishing  grounds  are  found  in 
the  Elbe  it  is  expected  to  further  improve.  Ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  the  Elbe  fishermen,  the 
reason  of  the  salmon  fisheries  having  improved  on 
the  Elbe,  in  spite  of  disturbing  embankment 
building  and  dredging,  is  the  regular  planting  of 
fry  (and  yearlings),  which  for  a  number  of  years 
has  been  regularly  attended  to  both  by  the 
German  Fishery  Association  and  the  Local  Board 
of  Agriculture.' 

"  I  may  confirm  Buckwoldt's  concluding  words, 
that  in  view  of  the  improved  condition  of  the 
catch  further  organisation  of  salmon  planting  on 
the  Elbe  is  intended,  and  that  the  further  co- 
operation of  the  local  fishermen  in  this  matter  is 
looked  forward  to. — Yours  very  truly, 

"  Sandfort  Trout  Fishery,  "  S.  Jaffe. 

"  Osnabrlick,  Hanover." 


DEY  ELY  EISHING  IN  BEIEF. 
By  P.  Wit. 

{Continued  from  page  102.) 
CHAPTER  VI. 

"  Snooping  "  a  Brace  of  Trout  ;  Not  Dry -Fly 
Fishing  ;  Trout  going  to  Weed. 

If  fish  are  plentiful  in  water  where  you  have  had 
an  absolutely  blank  day,  with  a  nasty  cold  down- 
stream wind,  accompanied  by  very  few  flies  and 
hardly  a  rise  anywhere,  you  can  all  the  same 
generally  snoop  a  brace  for  your  creel  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  if  you  particularly  want  them  ;  but 
remember  the  modus  operandi  now  to  be  described 
is  not  dry-fly  fishing.  As  the  old  judge  said, 
"  H'm,  yes  ;  innocent,  I  suppose  ;  but  don't  do  it 
again,"  and  the  writer  on  those  rare  occasions  when 
he  has  thus  deliberately  benoodled  a  trout  has 
always  had  an  uncomfortable  sensation  as  though 
he  were  poaching  with  some  good  old  keeper's  eagle - 
like,  telescopic  eye  keenly  noting  the  performance 
from  some  totally  unsuspected  covert,  from  which 
he  would  scornfully  emei-ge  at  the  critical  moment 
with  some  characteristic  remarks  not  easily  for- 
gotten. 

Well,  well,  the  man  who  knows  the  business  pro- 
ceeds thus  : — He  takes  oS  and  consigns  to  his  point- 
box  the  last  and  finest  link  on  the  cast  of  imdrawn 
gut,  with  of  course  the  fine  point  which  is  tied  to  it ; 
he  then  puts  on  the  largest  Wickham's  fancy  he  has, 
or  if  at  the  end  of  the  day,  a  big  sedge  fly,  and 
fishes  the  water  down  (not  up),  throwing  right  over 
to  the  far  bank  and  well  below  him,  and  then  flitter- 
ing the  fly  as  slowly  across  the  stream  as  he  can 
with  a  series  of  short,  rapid  qiiiverings  of  the  rod- 
tip.  The  fly  should  be  played  well  sunk,  and  when 
right  under  the  caster's  own  bank  is  then  worked 
(in  the  same  way)  up  stream  towards  his  feet,  before t 
he  takes  a  stride  down  stream  and  repeats  the  per-  ;' 
formance.  A  long  length  of  water  worked  in  this  - 
way  is  sure  to  give  fish.  If  you  try  it,  and  see  a. 
wave  made  by  a  fish  following  your  fly  during  its 
passage  for  about  two  yards  and  then  stop,  you  are 
taking  the  fly  too  fast.  In  that  case  try  the  same  fish 
again  as  quickly  as  you  can  get  out  to  him.  Take  the 
fly  slowly,  and  he  will  probably  come  and  give  you  a 
pull  which  would  have  smashed  dry-fly  gut.  In  this 
sort  of  "fishing"  never  strike  back,  but  merely  Uft  the 
rod,  or  there  will  certainly  be  a  smash,  because  you 
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are  striking  without  any  slack  against  nearly  the 
whole  force  of  the  current,  in  addition  to  the  weight 
of  the  fish.  If  he  closes  on  the  fly  at  all,  he  is  sure 
to  take  it  in  a  way  which  will  hook  him  fast,  and 
give  you  a  drag  you  will  not  soon  forget.  A  big  fly 
well  sunk  and  juggled  in  this  manner  right  under 
any  bank  of  hung-up  weed  is  almost  irresistible  to 
a  large  trout  if  there,  and  the  first  intimation  you 
get  is  a  feeling  as  if  you  had  caught  up  in  a  weed 
stump,  when  the  prompt  lifting  of  the  rod  top  to 
keep  the  Une  tight  is  enough,  unless  in  an  eddy  or 
still  corner,  whea  you  should  \vith  such  strong  gut 
venture  on  a  moderate  jerk,  and  then  put  on  a  good 
strain  until  you  have  hauled  him  clear  of  the  shelter- 
ing weeds,  when  you  should  be  pretty  sure  of  your 
fish,  unless  you  are  altogether  too  rough  with  him. 
When  a  hooked  fish  bolts  into  weeds  in  water  too 
deep  for  you  to  wade,  give  the  rod  butt  two  or  three 
jarring  slaps,  and  the  shocks  thus  sent  along  the 
line  to  the  fish's  jaw  often  make  him  bolt  out ;  but  if 
this  and  throwing  stones  will  not  move  him,  you 
must  then  run  the  risk  of  letting  the  Une 
go  absolutely  slack,  when,  after  a  few  minutes' 
rest,  the  fish,  no  longer  feeUng  any  pull  on  him, 
will  often  come  out  and  make  off,  thinking 
he  is  free,  when  of  course  you  promptly  resume 
operations.  . 

The  following  plan  is  often  very  deadly  during 
bright  sunshine  in  pretty  fast  water  on  a  wide 
shallow  :— Take  a  big  Wickham,  and  having  cut  the 
wings  off,  leaving  only  the  stumps  on,  about  the 
length  of  a  grain  of  corn,  draw  this  arrangement 
well  sunk  past  the  nose  of  any  fish  you  see,  and 
unless  you  work  it  too  quicl^y  the  trout  will  not 
hesitate  to  snap  it  up.  Usually  you  will  see  him 
"  chop  "  the  fly,  when  you  should  instantly  raise 
the  rod-top  ;  but  frequently  some  other  fish  you 
had  not  seen  will  go  for  it,  and  tie  himself  on  as  you 
are  working  the  lure  across  the  stream.  Trout  are 
often  to  be  caught  in  that  way,  but  I  do  not  con- 
sider it  such  sport  as  dry-fly  fishing. 

CHAPTER  VII. 
Scientific  Fishing  .^.nd  a  Tight  Line. 
By  way  of  contrast  to  the  last  chapter,  I  will 
now  show  how  to  successfully  tackle  a  trout  when 
in  the  most  difficult  position  of  all  to  catch — I 
mean  when  the  fisherman  in  order  to  be  triumphant 
must  throw  so  that  a  part  of  the  line  and  all  the  gut 
cast,  except  the  last  two  inches  of  the  point  with 
the  fly,  have  to  fall  upon  a  wide,  solid  mass  of  col- 
lected cut  weeds  floating  between  himself  and  the 
fish  which  lies  just  on  the  far  side  of  it.  I  say 
the  fly  and  not  more  than  three  inches  of  gut  reach- 
ing the  fish. 

There  are  such  places,  just  above  a  hatch — that 
is,  a  little  sluice-gate  or  carrier,  or  other  fixture  in 
the  stream — and  here  a  very  large  fish  Avill  often  take 
up  his  quarters  just  below  the  weeds,  with  only  his 
great  head  projecting  an  inch  or  two  beyond  them 
up  stream,  just  at  the  point  where  he  finds  the  set 
of  the  current  brings  the  most  surface  food  along 
the  outer  edge  of  the  weed  bank.  Now,  if  you  can 
obtain  a  nice  sideways  throw  across  the  water  to 
the  fish  it  is  simple  enough,  but  if  this  is  not  feasible 
wthout  the  fly  dragging,  the  attack  is  best  not 
attempted  in  that  way.  When  in  doubt,  try  a  cast 
a  bit  short  of  the  fish  to  see  what  the  power  of  the 
pull  of  the  current  is  upon  the  middle  of  the  Une, 
and  where  you  find  you  can  overcome  the  drag  by 
one  dodge  or  another  go  in  and  win. 

You  may  perhaps  overcome  the  drag  by  means 
of  the  over-throw  already  described,  or  by  making 
the  backward  swing  of  the  rod  straight  back,  and 
the  forward  and  final  swing  a  round  one,  so  as  to 
cast  the  Une  on  the  water  in  a  curve,  which  the 
current  will  only  fetch  into  a  straight  Une  by  the 
time  it  has  nearly  got  down  to  the  fish,  when  bring- 
ing your  rod-top  down  stream  at  the  same  pace  as 
the  fly  may  complete  the  trick.  Where,  however, 
the  sideways  throw  is  "  not  on,"  you  have  stiU  a 
master  stroke  to  play.  Get  down  stream  below  and 
behind  both  weed-bank  and  fish  ;  be  careful  to 
have  only  just  enough  line  out  to  reach  the  trout. 
Starting  with  too  little  is  far  better  than  too  much,  as 
the  latter  will  instantly  "  down "  the  fish  ;  but 
remember  the  former  can  easily  be  walked  away 
along  the  weeds  by  drawing  the  Une  slowly  down 
through  the  rod  rings  by  hand  ;  but  in  this  instance 
it  need  not  be  worked  very  far  along  the  weeds 
before  the  fly  is  sufficiently  away  from  the  trout  for 
you  to  be  able  to  lift  it  up  without  scaring  him.  On 
its  jump  over  some  rush  or  bent  a  Uttle  higher  than 


its  surroundings,  when  (just  at  the  moment  when 
the  fly  is  over  and  falling)  in  the  air  it  should  be 
smartly  picked  up  by  a  quick  Uft  of  the  rod,  or  this 
pick  up  can  be  made  when  the  fly  comes  on  to  any 
bit  of  dead  weed,  which  experience  has  taught  you 
is  safe  to  give  way  to  a  smart  Uft.  A  few  such  casts, 
letting  out  a  Uttle  more  Une  each  time,  wiU  give  you 
your  distance  absolutely  to  an  inch,  and  then  the 
fly  wiU  fall  as  intended  on  to  the  fish's  head,  when  it 
will  instantly  be  taken,  or  he  may  even  have  it  just 
before  it  touched  the  surface  ;  so  be  ready  to  hook 
him  with  his  nose  in  the  air.  Sometimes  the  fly 
drops  almost  in  the  water,  and  yet  on  the  outer- 
most bit  of  weed.  This  last  cast  is  the  prettiest  one 
I  know,  for  the  fish  will  almost  at  once  come  up 
and  pick  it  off  the  weed,  even  though  he  has  to  put 
his  head  and  shoulders  out  of  the  water  to  snap  it. 
Whichever  way  of  the  three  in  which  the  fish  takes 
your  fly  under  these  conditions,  your  plan  of  action 
on  hooking  him  is  to  never  let  his  head  under. 
Stick  him  boldly,  and  don't  give  one  inch  of  Une. 
This  means  the  fish  must  invariably  come  over  on 
to  the  weed  bank,  and  you  must  keep  a  steady 
strain  on  him  from  the  rod-top  all  the  time  he  is 
kicking  and  lashing,  and  you  will  find  each  struggle 
in  conjunction  with  the  puU  of  the  rod-tip  mil  bring 
your  fish  nearer  and  nearer  over  the  weeds  towards 
your  net.  Recollect  whenever  the  fish  stops  kick- 
ing you  must  stop  pulUng,  and  then  only  keep 
enough  strain  on  to  hold  his  head  well  up  off  the 
weeds  all  the  time  he  Ues  stiU,  which  he  cannot  do 
for  long.  Directly  he  resumes  kicking  put  on 
enough  strain  again  to  resume  guiding  him  towards 
you,  but  if  you  haul  on  a  heavy  fish  while  he  Ues 
StiU,  woe  to  you,  for  the  fly  wiU  puU  out  or  the  gut 
break.  Also  when  he  Ues  stiU,  if  you  once  let  his 
head  down,  he  wiU  thrust  it  into  the  weeds,  and  the 
rest  of  him  wiU  rapidly  follow,  and  you  are  done  for. 
If  you  can  carry  out  the  above  directions  the  prize 
is  won,  and  you  will  always  have  a  pleasure  to  look 
back  to. 

(To  be  continued.) 


DO  HERONS  AND  KINGFISHERS  EMIT 
PHOSPHORESCENT  LIGHT  TO 
ALLURE  FISH? 


The  following  extracts  are  from  a  very  interesting 
article  by  Mr.  J.  E.  HartLng  in  the  Field.  It  will 
be  seen  that  Mr.  Harting  would  be  glad  to  know  if 
other  observers  have  noticed  the  supposed  phos- 
phorescence in  herons,  etc.  In  writing  to  me  on 
the  subject,  he  says,  "What  do  anglers  say  to  it  ?  " 
I  confess  I  have  never  noticed  anything  of  the 
kind.  Might  not  the  wind  blowing  aside  the  long 
breast  feathers  of  the  heron  and  showing  the  Ughter 
coloured  ones  underneath  have  an  effect  Uke  a 
faint  light  ?  We  all  know  how  the  wind  wiU  make 
a  whole  tree  change  colour  simply  by  lifting  the 
leaves  and  showing  the  light  colour  underneath. — 

R.  B.  M. 

Few  observers  can  have  failed  to  notice  the 
fascination  and  attraction  which  is  exercised  upon 
the  lower  animals  at  night  by  the  exhibition  of  a 
light.  Familiar  examples  of  this  are  seen  in  the 
flocking  of  migratory  birds  towards  a  Ughthouse. 
and  the  advent  of  moths  to  a  lamp  or  candle.  This 
has  been  so  long  and  so  well-known  that  hunters, 
fowlers,  and  fishermen  have  all  taken  advantage 
of  it,  each  in  his  own  way,  to  lure  their  re- 
spective quarry — a  method,  it  must  be  confessed, 
which  savours  more  of  poaching  than  of  true 
sport. 

The  above  instances — and  others  might  be  men- 
tioned— serve  to  show  how  universally,  through 
man's  agency,  the  lower  animals  are  influenced  and 
attracted  by  a  strong  light ;  and  the  question  arises 
whether  there  are  any  instances  in  nature  of  wild 
creatures  emitting  a  phosphorescent  light,  or  present- 
ing a  flame-coloured  surface  for  the  purpose  of 
attracting  and  alluring  their  prey.  Setting  aside 
the  case  of  the  glow-worm,  in  which  the  exhibition 
of  a  light  serves  a  very  different  purpose — the  con- 
gress of  the  sexes — there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  question  may  be  answered  in  the  affirmative ; 
and  the  subject  is  a  very  interesting  one.  But  in 
order  to  confine  the  inquiry  within  reasonable  limits, 
and  not  to  mention  species  which  are  not  readily 
observable  (as,  for  example,  luminous  marine  fishes, 
of  which  many  species  are  known  to  exist),  it  will 
suffice  to  mention  one  or  two  common  birds,  which 
may  be  studied  by  anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  look  for  them  in  their  proper  haimts.  For  instance, 
the  heron  and  the  kingfisher. 


Many  years  ago  the  late  Edward  .Jesse,  in  the 
second  series  of  his  "Gleanings  in  Natural  History," 
wrote  (page  28.5) :  "  It  has  been  supposed  that  a 
light  is  emitted  by  herons  from  their  breast  as  they 
stand  in  the  water  of  an  evening  waiting  for  fish. 
I  should  like  to  be  assured  of  the  accuracy  of  this 
supposition."    A  phosphorescent  light  is,  of  course, 
intended.    Strange  to  say,  hardly  any  information 
on  this  point  is  forthcoming,  notwithstanding  the 
number  of  books  and  articles  which  have  been 
published  from  time  to  time  on  the  subject  of 
phosphorescence  in  animals  and  plants,  the  animals 
dealt  with  being  chiefly  fishes,  marine  invertebrates, 
and  insects.  Now  it  must  have  been  often  a  matter 
for  speculation  with  naturalists  how  the  heron, 
when  fishing  on  a  dark  evening,  especially  during 
the  winter  months  and  in  the  bed  of  a  stream  over- 
hung with  bushes,  contrives  to  see  and  stab  with 
his  long  beak  the  fish  he  so  patiently  waits  for. 
Can  there  be  any  truth  in  the  supposition  that 
certain  portions  of  the  plumage  are  luminous  at 
night,  whereby  the  bird  is  enabled  to  illumine  the 
water  over  a  smaU  area  in  front  of  it  sufficiently  to 
see  any  fish  within  that  area,  and  to  use  the  light 
as  a  lure.    If  so,  the  question  arises,  what  part,  or 
parts,  of  the  plumage  are  likely  to  harbour  phosphor- 
escent particles.  I  hav^  long  entertained  the  notion 
that  the  alleged  luminosity  of  the  breast  feathers  of 
the  heron  is  correlated  with  the  so-called  "powder 
down  patche-s"  whichhavebeendescribed  asexisting 
not  only  in  the  European  and  American  herons  and 
bitterns,  but  in  the  night  heron  (Nycticorax),  sun- 
bittern   (Eurypyqa),  boatbill   ( Cochlear iu8),  shoe- 
billed  stork  (Baloeniceps),  kagu  (Rhinochetus),  and 
other  marsh-loving  birds  which  are  of  crepuscular 
or  nocturnal  habits.    These  powder-down  patches  * 
— so  called  from  the  powder  which  is  produced  by 
the  pulverising  of  the  barbs  of  the  feathers  as  fast 
as  they  develop — -vary  considerably  in  the  area  of 
the  tracts  they  cover  as  well  as  in  their  position. 
The  bitterns  have  two  pairs,  the  herons  three  (one 
in  front  of  the  breast,  and  one  on  each  side  of  the 
hips  between  the  hips  and  the  tail),  while  the  boat- 
bill — so  called  from  the  singular  shape  of  the  upper 
mandible,  which  resembles  a  boat,  keel  uppermost 
— has  four  pairs.    It  is  true  they  are  found  in  some 
other  birds  which  do  not  fish  at  night,  and  are 
placed,  not  on  the  ventral,  but  on  the  dorsal 
surface.    In  this  case  they  probably  subserve  some 
other  purpose,  for  example,  to  enable  the  sexes  to 
find  each  other  in  the  dark. 

As  to  the  evidence  that  these  curious  tracts  are 
luminous  at  night — that  is  to  say,  that  the  powder 
down  is  phosphorescent — it  must  be  admitted  that 
it  is  not  overwhelming,  but  such  as  it  is,  in  the  case 
of  the  heron  at  least,  it  is  suflBciently  convincing. 
An  American  sportsman  writes: — "One  evening, 
the  moon  having  gone  down,  leaving  me  in  the  dark, 
I  was  making  my  way  to  my  boat,  when  suddenly 
I  perceived  on  the  sands  several  dim  lights,  and, 
when  almost  upon  them,  there  came  a  flapping  of 
wings,  while  above  I  saw  indistinctly  the  forms  of 
several  large  cranes  (a  name  given  to  the  large 
blue  heron  of  America  {Ardea  herodias).  The  light 
disappeared  with  them,  and  my  opinion  is  that 
what  I  saw  was  phosphorescent  light  on  the  breast 
of  the  birds." 

Mr.  C.  F.  Holder,  who  mentions  this  incident  in 
his  book  on  phosphorescent  animals  and  plants,! 
adds  the  following  comment :  "  I  have  been  told  by 
several  sportsmen  that  they  have  heard  of  such  an 
occurrence,  and  I  have  always  been  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  the  greasy,  oily,  powder-down 
patches  might  become  luminous  under  certain 
conditions,  but  never  until  the  present  year 
have  I  been  able  to  find  reUable  personal 
testimony." 

It  remains  to  notice  another  and  different  kind  of 
lure  employed  by  our  own  kingBsher,  as  I  have 
frequently  observed,  but  of  which  I  have  never 
seen  any  mention  in  books.  Lying  on  the  grass  by 
the  side  of  a  Thames  backwater,  I  have  watched  a 
kingfisher,  flying  down  stream  at  full  speed,  suddenly 
"  ffing  up,"  and  remain  hovering  like  a  kestrel  with 
rapidly  moving  wings.  As  the  bird  in  that  position 
was  facing  me,  I  could  see  only  the  orange-coloured 
breast  and  the  under  surfaces  of  the  wings,  which 
are  also  orange.  In  this  position  the  bird  presented 
the  appearance  of  a  quivering  flame  or  cresset.  It 
remained  thus  hovering  for,  perhaps,  five  or  six 
seconds,  and  then  dropped  like  a  stone  into  the 
water,  recovered  a  fish,  and  flew  down  stream  with 
it,  to  perch  on  some  post  or  rail,  on  which  it  would 
rap  the  fish  three  or  lour  times  smartly,  as  if  to  stun 


*  Messrs.  Sheppard  and  Whitear,  in  their  account 
of  Norfolk  Birds  (1824-25),  noticed  that  the  feathers 
of  the  heron  are  "frequently  loaded  with  a  blue 
powder."  In  the  American  species  the  powder  is 
said  to  be  yellow. 

■\  "  Living  Lights :  A  Popular  Account  of 
Phosphorescent  Animals  and  Vegetables."  8mo. 
London,  1887. 
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it,  and  then  swallow  it  whole.  Never  till  then  did 
I  appreciate  the  significance  of  the  kingfisher's 
orange  breast  and  the  orange  liniogs  to  the  wings. 
It  might  be  fancy,  but  it  seemed  to  me  as  if  the  bird, 
on  spying  a  shoal  of  small  fish,  showed  his  light,  and 
88  soon  as  a  fish  drew  towards  him  it  was  struck  like 
lightning  and  carried  off.  This  is  not  the  invariable 
mode  of  fishing  adopted  by  the  kingfisher ;  it  will 
frequently  sit  motionless  on  a  rail  or  bough  over- 
hanging the  water,  waiting  for  a  chance  to  descend 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  AWE. 

A  COERESPONDENT  kindly  sends  me  two  fine 
photographa  of  views  on  the  Kiver  Awe  near 
Taynuilt,  which  he  says  may  serve  to  illustrate 
Mr.  Grimble's  excellent  articles  which  have  recently 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Mr.  Grimble's 
articles  on  the  Awe  were  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  10  and  17,  1903.  R.  B.  M. 


Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Awe.    The  Stepping  Stones  Pool,  near  Taynuilt. 


On  the  River  Awe  near  Taynuilt. 


on  an  approaching  fish,  towards  which  its  orange 
breast  is  directed. 
Another  fishing  bird,  which  takes  its  prey  by  first 
»  hovermg  and  then  descending  suddenly  upon  it  is 
the  osprey  ;  but  as  it  fishes  by  day,  hovers  at  a  con- 
siderable height  like  a  kestrel,  and  has  a  white  lining 
to  the  wmgs,  its  mode  of  procedure  is  not  compar- 
able to  that  of  the  heron  or  the  kingfisher,  for  it  has 
not  the  flame-coloured  breast  of  the  latter,  nor  has 
it  been  shown  to  have  the  powder  down  of  the 
former.  Nevertheless,  it  was  anciently  believed  to 
exercise  some  sort  of  fascination  over  the  fish, 
allusion  to  which  may  be  found  in  the  works  of 
Shakespeare  and  other  dramatists  of  the  Elizabethan 
age.    But  the  story  is  too  long  to  be  here  discussed. 

J.  E.  Habting. 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA. 

By  the  Rev.  Gbegoby  G.  Bateman,  A.K.G, 

(Continued  from  page  76.) 
CHAPTER  X. 
Snails  and  Limpets. 
Anyone  who  kept  an  aquarium  or  aquaria  just 
simply  for  the  sake  of  the  fresh-water  molluscs 
would  be  amply  rewarded  for  his  trouble  by  the 
pleasure  and  instruction  with  which  they  would 
provide  him. 

The  mollusca  (mollis,  "soft")  form  one  of  the 
sub-divisions  of  the  animal  kingdom  whose  members 


are  characterised  by  having  soft  skins  and  fleshy 
bodies,  but  are  Avithout  bones  or  joints.  Molluscs 
are  either  naked  or  are  covered  with  a  shell  of  one 
or  two  valves,  but  with  some  of  the  latter  only  we 
have  to  do  in  this  chapter.  The  shell  is  composed 
of  carbonate  of  Hme  and  animal  matter,  which  is 
secreted  by  the  skin  or  mantle  of  the  creature. 

The  mollusca  are  divided  into  the  Encej/halous 
(possessing  a  head)  and  the  Acephalous  (without  a 
head).    In  the  former  division  are  placed  the  Gas- 


Fig.  130.    Planobbis  oornetjs. 

teropoda  (belly-footed),  or  univalves,  etc.,  and  in  the 
latter  the  Conchifera  (shell-bearing),  or  bivalves. 
The  fresh-water  univalves  are  commonly  called 
snails,  and  the  fresh-water  bivalves  mussels.  Both 
the  snails  and  mussels  are  exceedingly  interesting 
in  the  aquarium.  The  forms,  structures,  and  habits 
of  the  univalves  especially  are  very  various.  For' 
example : —  . 

1.  The  shells  of  some  snails  are  flat-coiled,  like  the 
Planorbis  corneus  (Fig.  130),  while  those  of  others 


Fig.  131.    Limn^a  stagnalis. 

are  oval  oblong,  like  the  Limncea  stagnalis  (Fig.  131), 
or  ear-shaped  at  the  opening,  like  Limncea  auricu- 
laria  (Fig.  132). 

2.  Some  snails'  shells  are  as  much  as  l|in.  in 
length,  while  those  of  others  are  as  small  as  a  big 
pin's  head. 

3.  Some  snails  are  able  to  close  the  aperture  of 


Fig.  132.    Limn.-ea  auricularia. 

their  shells  with  an  operculum,  and  others,  during 
an  enforced  absence  from  water,  with  an  epiphragm. 

4.  Some  snails  are  either  male  or  female  ;  others 
are  both  male  and  female ;  others  again,  when 
young,  have  the  sexes  distinct,  but  as  they  grow 
older  each  individual  becomes  both  male  and  female. 

5.  Some  snails  are  oviparous,  and  others  ovovi- 
viparous  (the  eggs  being  hatched  within  the  oviduct 
of  the  parent).- 

6.  Some  snails  are  ptdmobranchiate  (possessors  of 
lung-like  branchiae  for  breathing  the  atmospheric 
air),  and  others  are  pectini-branchiate  (possessors  of 
comb-Uke  branchiae,  adapted  for  respiration  beneath 
the  water). 

7.  Some  snails  have  their  eyes  placed  upon  short 
footstalks  at  the  base  of  their  tentacles,  while  others 
have  theirs  sessile  there.  The  tentacles  of  all  the 
species  are  situated  above  the  mouth,  and  are  used 
for  touching,  and  perhaps  also  for  smelUng. 

The  oviparous  animals,  according  to  their  different 
species,  deposit  their  ova  in  masses,  which  are  in 
shape  either  cyUndiical  or  elliptical,  or  orbicular  or 
round.  The  eggs  in  some  of  the  capsules  are  as  few 
as  from  three  to  six,  while  in  others  there  are  as 
many  as  from  eighty  to  130.  They  are  affixed 
either  to  stones  or  to  leaves  or  stalks  of  water 
plants,  or  sometimes  to  the  shells  of  one  another. 
The  eggs  are  hatched,  according  to  the  different 
species,  in  from  ten  to  about  twenty-six  days. 

Many  water  snails,  perhaps  nearly  all,  have  the 
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power  of  "  spinning  "  a  kind  of  gelatinous  thread 
by  means  of  which  they  are  able  to  ascend  or 
descend  in  the  water.  Mr.  G.  Sherriff  Tye,  the 
writer  of  an  interesting  article  on  "  Molluscan 
Threads,"-  which  was  published  in  Science  Gossip 
for  March,  1874,  in  speaking  of  the  habit  of  the 
Physa  hypnorum  as  a  "  thread-spinner,"  says : 
"  One  of  the  most  beautiful  sights  in  molluscan 
economy  is  to  see  these  little  '  golden  pippins ' 
gliding  through  the  water  by  no  visible  means  ;  and 
when  they  fight,  to  see  them  twist  and  twirl,  per- 
forming such  quick  and  curious  evolutions,  while 
seemingly  floating  in  mid- water,  is  astonishing,  even 
to  the  patient  student  of  Nature's  wonders." 
These  threads  are  anchored  to  the  surface  of  the 
water  in  a  curious  way,  namely,  "  a  minute  con- 
cavity at  the  upper  end  acts  like  a  small  boat  of  air, 
and  thus  sustains  the  thread."- 

As  the  tastes  of  the  various  species  of  moUusca 
differ,  some  species  preferring  to  eat  the  healthy 
growing  plants,  others  the  decaying,  others  con- 
fervoid  growth,  and  a  few  deUghting  to  partake  of  a 
little  animal  food  as  a  reUsh  to  their  vegetable,  it 
will  readily  be  seen  that  while  some  water-snails 
are  useful  in  the  tank,  others  are  injurious  there, 
inasmuch  as  they  will  be  Ukely  to  destroy  or  hurt 
the  weeds  which  are  so  necessary  to  the  welfare  pf 
the  aquarium.  Those  snails  which  prefer  to  feed 
either  upon  decaying  vegetation  or  upon  confervee 
are,  of  course,  the  most  suitable  for  the  ordinary 
tank.  The  vuiivalve  molluscs  are  valuable  in  the 
aquarium,  not  only  for  their  readiness  to  act  as 
scavengers  and  to  clear  away  the  confervoid  growth 
which  both  checks  the  growth  of  plants  and  inter- 
feres with  the  transparency  of  the  glass,  but  also 
because  their  eggs  and  fry  provide  the  fish  with 
about  the  best  of  foods.  However,  it  must  not  be 
supposed  that  they  wiU  mow  away  the  algae  from 
the  sides  of  the  aquarium  with  the  precision  with 
which  labourers  cut  down  hay  in  the  fields.  Their 
work  must  occasionally  be  supplemented  with  the 
gentle  rubbing  of  a  bit  of  sponge  tied  to  a  short  cane, 
or,  what  perhaps  is  better,  a  piece  of  coarse  brown 
paper  so  fastened.  Snails  can  keep  the  glass  per- 
fectly clean,  but  it  is  not  wise,  for  the  sake  of  the 
plants,  to  have  so  many  in  the  aquarium  as  to  force 
them  to  do  this.  I  once  placed  a  few  half-grown 
snails  {Limncea  stagncdis)  in  a  very  small  aquarium, 
the  sides  of  which  were  so  covered  with  confervas 
that  nothing  could  be  seen  through  them,  and  by 
the  end  of  five  or  six  days  the  glass  was  as  clear  as 
if  it  had  been  polished  with  a  cloth.  The  snails  had 
nothing  else  but  the  confervas  to  eat. 

It  is  an  interesting  sight  to  see  a  snail  at  work 
upon  the  transparent  sides  of  an  aquarium.  The 
flat  portion  of  the  mollusc,  which  is  pressed  against 
the  glass,  is  called  the  foot  or  disc,  and  the  animal 
progresses  by  alternately  expanding  and  contract- 
ing this  foot  or  disc.  The  mouth  of  the  snail  wiU 
be  continually  opening  and  shutting,  and  from  the 
lower  part  of  it  a  curious  yellowish-grey  band  will 
be  seen,  between  each  opening  and  shutting,  to. 
come  forward  and  scrape  the  glass.  This  band  is 
known  as  the  lingual  ribbon  or  toothed  tongue.  The 
lingual  ribbon  is  not  only  very  interesting,  espe- 
cially under  the  microscope,  but  it  is  also  useful  in 
helping  to  determine  the  genera  of  various  indi- 
viduals. Some  snails  have  a  great  number  of  teeth. 
The  teeth  are  arranged  on  the  lingual  ribbon  in  rows, 
which  vary  in  number  and  order  according  to 
different  genera. 

Snails,  when  kept  in  confinement,  frequently 
deposit  their  eggs  upon  the  transparent  sides  of  the 
tank,  thus  giving  the  aquarium  keeper  an  oppor- 
tunity, by  the  help  of  a  magnifying  glass,  of  watch- 
ing the  development  of  the  fry.  Soon  after  the  eggs 
are  laid  a  small  speck  may  be  seen  close  to  the  side 
of  each  egg.  As  this  speck  grows  it  will  gradually 
work  its  way  into  the  middle  of  the  egg,  and  then 
It  continues  to  increase  in  size  and  in  power  of 
movement  until  it  breaks  the  egg-sac,  and  becomes 
free.  When  the  young  snails  are  hatched  in  an 
ordinary  aquarium  they  generally  fall  victims  to 
some  of  the  watchful  fish.  Should  it  be  wished, 
however,  to  rear  the  snails,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
transfer  the  eggs  to  a  small  and  shallow  aquarium 
well  stocked  with  growing  weeds  and  confervae,  and 
where  there  are  no  fish  or  any  other  visible  animals. 
This  may  easily  be  done  by  removing  those  portions 
of  weed  or  pieces  of  stone  upon  which  the  ova  have 
been  deposited.  The  flat  floating  leaves  and  long 
stalks  of  the  Gape  Fragrant  water-Uly  seem  to  have 
great  attractions  for  the  snail  which  is  desirous  of 
depositing  eggs. 


When  the  ova  are  hatched  and  the  fry  have  grown 
sufficiently — say,  so  large  that  they  can  be  easily 
picked  off  the  plants  with  the  finger  and  thumb — 
they  may  be  returned  to  the  aquarium.  Snails 
grow  slowly,  and  it  is  sometimes  about  two  years 
before  they  arrive  at  maturity.  As  the  young  snail 
grows  it  enlarges  its  shell  according  to  its  wants. 
This  is  done  by  adding  a  small  portion  of  mucous 
secretion  to  the  edge  of  the  shell,  and  when  the 
secretion  is  dry  it  is  followed  by  some  more,  but 
this  time  it  is  mixed  with  carbonate  of  lime.  The 
first  secretion  makes  what  is  called  the  epidermis 
of  the  shell,  while  the  second  forms  the  shell  itself. 
These  additions  go  on  from  time  to  time  until  the 
animal  is  fuU-grown.  Should  any  portion  of  the 
shell  be  injured  by  a  blow  or  the  Uke,  the  animal,  if 
not  too  much  hurt,  will  repair  the  broken  part  in  the 
same  way  that  it  formed  the  rest  of  the  shell.  These 
repairs  can  be  plainly  seen,  for  they  are  lacking  in 
colour  and  in  uniformity  of  execution.  The  colour- 
ing of  the  shell  is  caused  by  the  secretion  of  parti- 
cular glands  in  the  mantle  or  skin.  The  snails 
obtain  the  chalky  matter  for  the  formation  of  their 
shells  from  the  food  they  eat,  and  as  aquatic  plants 
are  not  rich  in  hme,  fresh-water  moUusca  have 
therefore  thin  shells. 

Certain  snails  are  very  irritable,  and  when 
touched  or  startled  in  any  way  some  wiU  let  go 
their  hold  and  fall  to  the  bottom  of  the  water,  while 
others  will  discharge  a  coloured  liquid.  For  instance, 
under  such  circumstances  the  Planorbis  corneus 
(Fig.  130)  will  frequently  emit  red  hquid,  and  the 
Limncea  stagncdis  (Fig.  131)  occasionally  violet. 

Snails  are  sometimes  found  with  the  apices  of 
their  shells  eaten  away.  The  erosion  is  apparently 
caused  by  the  action  of  carbonic-acid  gas,  which  is 
frequently  present  in  considerable  quantities  in 
stagnant  water  owing  to  the  presence  of  decaying 
vegetable  and  animal  matter.  This  gas  is  destruc- 
tive to  Hme.  The  rest  of  the  shell  is  protected  by 
the  epidermis  ;  but  on  the  apex,  which  was  formed 
when  the  animal  was  very  young,  the  epidermis  is  so 
thin  that  it  is  frequently  hardly  any  protection  at 
all. 

It  is  necessary  to  take  care  that  no  dead  snails 
remain  in  the  aquarium,  or  they  will  quickly  corrupt 
the  water. 

(To  be  continued.) 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Ctjtcliffe,  F.R.G.S; 

{Continued  from  page  428,  Vol.  XLVI.) 
CHAPTER  YL— continued: 

This  mode  of  fishing  with  the  beetle  on  the 
middle-sized  streams,  as  the  double  water,  is  de- 
structive and  exciting;  thus  walking  up  through 
the  centre  of  the  stream  and  fishing  against  it, 
your  line  and  collar  together  should  not  exceed 
the  length  of  the  rod,  indeed  if  your  collar  is  the 
length  I  have  recommended  you  will  have  no  line 
out — sometimes  you  wiU  want  a  little  greater 
length  to  reach  some  gi9od  fish,  but  this  rarely 
happens,  and  never  should  be  done  with  the  idea 
of  keeping  further  away  from  your  fisk  The  only 
circumstance  which  can  warrant  your  letting  out 
a  greater  length  of  Hne  and  collar  than  that  of  your 
rod  is  when  nearer  approach  is  impossible  from 
depth  of  water  or  other  obstacle,  and  you  must 
either  put  out  hne  or  not  fish  the  spot  at  all".  In 
all  cases,  if  in  the  water,  walk  boldly  up  to  the 
spot,  so  as  to  command  it  with  your  collar's  length  ; 
and  provided  j^ou  are  in  the  stream,  no  matter 
how  low  it  be,  or  how  bright  the  day,  you  will 
never  disturb  the  most  watchful  troixt  if  you 
approach  him  in  the  proper  manner.  This  requires 
some  practice  to  gain  full  confidence,  but  when 
you  have  caught  a  trout  or  two  so  close  above 
your  legs  that  you  could  have  kicked  him,  you 
will  understand  the  value  of  placing  yourself  in 
such  a  position.  The  maimer  of  throwing  the 
beetle  is  over-hand  like  the  artificial  fly,  or  under- 
hand, or  by  the  half-turn  as  you  would  cast  a 
worm,  or  by  flipping— each  must  be  used  as  the 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  Sa.  6d.,  post  free. 


particular  spot  you  want  to  fish  may  require  ;  but 
always  throw  boldly  over-hand  when  you  are  able. 
When  the  beetle  has  alighted  on  the  water,  you 
must  not  pull  too  hard  on  the  line,  but  just  let 
that  part  of  the  collar  which  is  out  of  water  be  a 
Uttle  slack,  so  that  the  beetle  may  sink  a  little 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  water.    Keep  it  so  by 
moving  your  rod  at  a  pace  depending  on,  and 
proportionate  to,  the  rapidity  of  the  stream,  and 
be  sure  to  keep  the  point  of  your  rod  well  up,  and 
have  no  bagging  or  hanging  of  the  collar  in  the 
water.    There  should  be  no  more  gut  in  the  water 
than  is  just  sufficient  to  allow  the  beetle  to  be 
beneath  the  surface,  or  none  at  all,  if  the  beetle 
floats  on  the  surface.    The  trout  does  not  usually 
rise  if  he  means  to  take  the  beetle  and  you  are 
using  it  properly,  but  you  can  see  him  dart  at  it, 
and  then  turn  round,  by  which  movement  he  will 
expose  the  lighter  colour  of  his  side  or  belly ;  this 
is  your  time  ;  into  him  instantly  by  a  wrist  move- 
ment ;  you  cannot  be  too  quick,  but  it  must,  so 
far  as  the  strike  is  concerned,  be  simply  a  wrist 
movement.     You  may,  if  you  think  the  oppor- 
tunity  favourable,    follow   instantly   this  wrist 
movement  for  the  strike,  by  a  lifting  of  the  arm, 
which  is  better  done  from  the  shoulder  than  the 
elbow,  and  so  raise  your  fish  out  of  the  water  and 
land  him.    Never  attempt  to  do  so  by  the  strike  ; 
if  you  do,  you  will  hear  your  line  and  collar  twang, 
and  either  they  or  your  rod  will  be  snapped. 
Remember  that  the  trout  is  usually  under,  not  on 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  that  he  has  turned, 
and  is  going  in  a  direction  opposed  to  that  in 
which  you  are  pulUng  ;  consequently  other  forces 
are  acting  against  you  over  and  beyond  the  mere 
weight  and  muscles  of  the  trout.    Since  you  are 
in  the  water,  you  generally,  after  striking  the  fish, 
have  to  play  him  down  till  you  can  handle  him  ; 
but  if  the  strike  was  properly  done,  and  the  trout 
meant  to  take  the  beetle,  you  are  almost  sure  of 
him,  owing  to  the  firm  hold  given  by  the  large 
hook.    A  httle  landing-net,  with  a  handle  one  or 
two  feet  long,  with  a  loop  of  thread  to  attach  it 
to  your  coat's  button-hole,  will  be  useful — it 
should  be  small  and  light,  and  just  serviceable  as 
it  were  to  scoop  up  your  fish,  instead  of  having  to 
get  your  hand  on  him.    Thus  wading  up  stream 
in  the  north  of  Devon,  when  the  waters  are  very 
low  in  June  or  July,  you  may  kiU  a  great  many 
fish,  and  of  good  size  for  the  water,  certainly  far 
above  the  average  size  you  could  kiU  at  the  best 
I  of  times  on  the  same  stream  with  the  artificial 
fly — and  at  the  time  we  are  alluding  to  the  most 
able  fishermen  would  be  able  to  show  but  a  com- 
paratively miserable  dish  to  that  you  with  the 
beetle  can  make  sure  of  after  a  httle  practice. 
Here,  then,  on  such  streams  as  the  double  waters, 
the  Mole,  Taw  (in  some  parts),  as  well  as  on  the 
Barle  and  Exe,  near  to,  and  on  the  Moor,  is  clearly 
acknowledged  the  immense  superiority  of  the  beetle 
over  the  artificial  fly,  excepting  from  the  general 
rule  those  precarious  days  which  we  would  fore- 
warn you  of,  when  the  trout  are  not  disposed,  nor 
can  they  be  excited,  to  run  at  the  beetle. 

Of  course,  in  this  mode  of  fishing  with  the  beetle, 
we  get  over  a  great  deal  of  water  in  the  space  of 
a  few  hours,  since,  as  I  have  said,  we  have  but 
particular  spots  here  and  there  to  fish  ;  and  it 
does  not  do  to  potter  about  too  long  with  the 
beetle.  Try  your  water  as  closely  as  you  possibly 
can  ;  let  not  a  nook  or  stone  escape  your  attempt ; 
let  that  attempt  be  made  in  a  perfect  manner ; 
but  if  not,  say  in  the  second  or  perhaps  third  cast, 
successful,  go  on,  do  not  hang  back  on  the  old 
water — you  ought  to  make  sure  of  your  fish  the 
first  throw.  To  stand  stiU  flogging  away  at  the 
same  spot  with  the  beetle,  in  the  way  some  fisher- 
men flog  a  pool  with  the  artificial  fly,  is  useless, 
senseless,  and  an  extravagant  waste  of  time.  On 
some  brooks  great  sport  may  be  had,  and  it  is 
astonishing  to  see  good  big  fish,  half  or  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  each,  rush  out  of  little,  bright, 
shallow,  sandy  rapids  at  a  time  when  from  the 
lowness  of  the  water  and  despicable  appearance 
of  the  brook  you  would  at  first  perhaps  imagine 
it  could  not  hold  a  fish  bigger  than  a  minnow. 
I  think  for  early  lessons  in  fishing  with  the  beetle 
these  small  brooks  are  most  instructive,  because 
they  teach  one  the  value  of  hunting  out  for  every 
individual  fish  ;  they  make  us  more  carefully 
scrutinise  and  examine,  and  lead  us  to  under- 
stand practically  that  it  is  not  alwaj'S  the  grandest, 
deepest-looking  spot  which  holds  the  biggest 
feeding  trout.-    They  make  us  early  know  to  what 
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kinds  of  places  the  best  fish  repair  to  feed,  and 
force  on  our  conviction  the  necessity  of  throwing 
with  precision  and   boldness— make  us  artful  in 
approaching  a  fish,  and  of  so  working  each  little 
pool  we  may  meet  that  at  the  end  of  our  work  we 
are  sure  we  have  so  done  it  that  each  throw  we 
made  left  open  to  us  some  new  and  undisturbed 
spot,  till  we  had  taken  in  the  most  advantageous 
succession  aU  the  throws  to  be  had  out  of  the 
place.     They  also  best  instruct  us  in  the  most 
proper  manner  of  working  the  beetle  when  it  is 
the  water,  and  of  the  exact  value  of  throwing 
boldly  and  concealing  ourselves.    At  the  end  of 
each  day  we  shall  have  taken  away  with  us  a 
picture  in  our  minds,  plainly  dehneating  the  feed- 
ing places  of  the  trout.     Now,  this  picture  kept 
before  us  will  be  of  the  utmost  service  when  we 
come  to  the  bigger  stream,  in  wading  which  we 
niust  similarly  look  about  us  for  each  feeding 
place  ;   nor  is  it  difficult  to  discover  them  if  we 
remember  what  we  learned  on  the  brook,  which 
in  point  of  fact  is  but  the  miniature  of  the  detail 
of  available  water  to  the  fisherman  on  the  big 
stream.     Think,  then,  you  are  but  fishing  the 
feeding  spots  you  saw  -in  the  brook  ;  these  in  the 
big  stream    are    more    scattered,   more  widely 
separated,   and   combined  with   other  kinds  of 
water,  yet  they  wiU  be  found  if  looked  for— and 
must  be  found  if  you  would  have  sport.    A  good 
fisherman  may  glean   much  instruction   by  an 
occasional  day  on  a  brook.    It  always  seemed  to 
open  my  eyes  to  some  new  feature,  to  give  me 
new  hints  for  future  application,  and  improve  me 
in  the  art  of  fishing  even  more  than  a  day  on  bij 
streams.    I  can  strongly  recommend  every  fisher 
man  to  pay  an  occasional  visit  to  a  rapid  brook 
for  instruction;  it  is  a  point  of  discipHne  in  the 
education  of  a  young  fisherman  absolutely  neces- 
sary, if  he  wishes  ever  to    bring   his   art   to  a 
eertamty.     Throughout  the  entire  course  of  the 
Bray  the  beetle  kills  well ;  the  httle  Bray  indeed 
is  especially  adapted  to  it.    I  need  say  no  more, 
after  having  m-ged  the  importance  of  throwing 
each  time  for  some  particular  fish  youi-  mind  can 
perceive  lying  in  some  exact  spot.    On  the  Moor 
the  beetle  kills  well,  but  when  the  water  is  very 
low  and  bright,  as  a  general  rule,  httle  only  can 
be  rehed  on  in  sport  above  Lanaker  Bridge  ;  the 
river  above    that    bridge  when  very  low,  as  it 
commonly  is  in  June  and  July,  runs  thin  and 
poor,  and  has  none  of  the  rich  detail  of  the  brook- 
let fishing,  but  long  flats,  with  white  glaring  stones 
at  the  bottom,  shallow  water  often  for  a  long 
distance  almost  entirely  still ;    and  though  here 
and  there  you  do  find  a  spot  suitable  to  sport,  yet 
you  have  so  far  to  go  between  each  little  place, 
so  much  toil  and  labour,  so  great  a  loss  of  time, 
that  really  it  is  not  worth  fisliing  when  the  water 
is  very  low  and  bright.     If  there  be  a  moderate 
quantity  of  water,  I  would  say,  even  just  too  little 
to  allow  you  to  do  much  with  the  artificial  fly, 
you  will  get  good  sport.    But  there  is  better  fish- 
ing and  the  fish  are  larger  below  Lanaker  Bridge  ; 
indeed,  between  Dulverton  and  that  bridge  the 
entire  water  is  admirably  adapted  to  beetle-fish- 
ing.   One  pecuharity  I  may  mention,  and  it  may 
be  taken  cum  grano  scdis  ;  still  I  have  made  the 
observation,  and  as  I  wi-ite  only  what  I  have  ob- 
served it  may  be  worth  a  Kttle  consideration— 'tis 
this  :  wherever  a  stream  flows  long  through  heavy 
dense  woods,   whose  trees  overhang  and  over- 
shadow the  entire  water  for  any  considerable  dis- 
tance, I  find  the  beetle  to  be  the  worst  of  baits, 
as  a  general  rule.    The  place  seems  too  sombre, 
too  gloomy  for  so  gay  and  animated  a  style  as 
beetle-fishing.     The   fish   themselves  which  you 
generally  catch  with  a  beetle  are  bright,  fat-sided 
fellows,  with  rich  golden   spots;   in   these  very 
shady  retired  places  in  deep  woods  the  fish  are 
dark,  mean  skulkers,  the  very  opposite  of  the 
lovers  of  the  beetle.    On  the  Barle,  below  Dulver- 
ton, on  the  Exe,  and  on  the  Taw,  the  beetle  is 
good,  and  in  such  places  as  are  rich  in  detail 
much  execution  may  be  done. 

(To  he  continued.)  ' 


The  second  edition  of  "Angling  Anecdotes,", 
by  Robert  Stanley,  is  nearly  exhausted.  On 
Wednesday,  September  2,  will  be  published  an 
edition  in  cloth,  price  2s.  net.  Early  applica- 
tion to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and 
Company,  Fetter-lane-  London,  E,C.: 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Geneeal  Remarks.  —  The  lower 
reaches  of  the  river  have  been  much  coloured  during 
the  week  owing  to  the  heavy  downpour  of  rain  on 
Monday,  but  the  water  is  now  clearing,  and  good 
sport  should  be  had.  Sport  has  been  best  in  the 
upper  reaches,  some  good  takes  of  roach  having 
been  made  at  Pangbourne  and  Goring.  In  fact, 
roach  have  fed  fairly  well  in  all  parts,  but  the 
average  size  of  those  caught  in  the  lower  reaches 
only  about  reached  the  Thames  measurements.  At 
Kingston,  Mr.  B.  Pope,  on  Monday,  caught  a  bream 
of  31b.  IJoz.,  with  which  he  won  the  K.  P.  S.  com- 
petition, Mr.  A.  Hart  getting  the  second  prize  with 
a  fish  of  lib.  9Joz.  Mr.  Pope,  however,  had 
another  bream  of  21b.  10|^oz.  Many  bank  anglers 
have  patronised  the  river  but  have  only  met  with 
moderate  success.  Those  who  fish  with  bread  cubes 
next  week  will  probably  be  well  rewarded  as  the 
fish  are  taking  this  bait  well  now. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (LecMade,  Gloucestershire).  —  The  river 

here  could  not  be  in  better  order  for  general  angling. 
There  are  several  good  roach  swims  which  have 
produced  some  fine  catches  with  caddis,  gentles,  and 
paste.  Perch,  pike,  and  tench  have  been  fairly 
plentiful ;  a  large  barbel  was  also  taker  and  can  be 
seen  in  Mr.  Bowyer's  tank  amongst  a  great  variety 
of  other  coarse  fish  ;  this  is  one  of  the  sights  of  the 
Trout  Inn,  St.  John's  Bridse. — Chas.  Powell. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— Thundery 
weather,  with  three  days'  rain  during  the  past  week, 
has  been  against  the  holiday  angler's  pleasure ; 
these  conditions  spoiled  sport  to  some  extent.  Several 
have  stuck  to  the  rod  and  have  captured  at  short 
intervals  from  31b.  to  101b.  of  mixed  fish  to  a  rod. 
Upon  the  whole  the  silver  bream  have  been  giving 
the  best  sport  to  those  fishing  expressly  for  them ; 
fish  had  up  to  1  Jib.  each.— John  O.  George,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  weeds 
havmg  been  cut  and  cleared  makes  the  river  in 
perfect  condition  for  angling,  and  the  trout  are 
settling  down  to  feed  very  freely.  The  most  killing 
flies  have  been  the  Alder,  Dark  Olive,  Black  Gnat, 
and  Iron  Blue.  Major  Hayes  and  Mr.  W.  Warn 
have  taken  some  very  fine  fish,  both  at  Bibury 
and  Fairford.  The  Major  ties  his  own  flies,  and  is 
one  of  the  keenest  anglers  we  have  seen  on  our 
stream.  Another  otter  of  211b.  has  been  shot  on 
the  Leach,  and  one  of  181b.  on  the  lower  water, 
which  undoubtedly  had  cubs  ;  they  work  up  from 
the  Thames.— Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— On  Aug.  20,  fish- 
ing in  the  Harbourne,  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  fourteen 
fine  fish,  and  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  secured  a  dozen  in  good 
condition.  Mr.  Garrow  Green  also  had  a  cou^jIo  of 
peal  in  the  same  water.  Major  Hogg  landed  a  basket 
of  fourteen  trout  and  a  splendid  peal  on  Aug.  21, 
and  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  had  a  good 
dish  of  fish  with  the  minnow,  and  also  ran  a  salmon. 
Rev.  J.  Lane  has  caught  a  few  nice  trout.  At 
Buckfastleigh,  on  Saturday,  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Rodgers 
landed  a  salmon  of  14 Jib. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— A  good  number  of  fish 
are  running  in  the  Teign,  and  trout  are  reported  to 
be  plentiful.  Six  salmon  were  landed  one  day  by  a 
gentleman.  The  Dart  lias  been  badly  discoloured 
below  Buckfastleigh,  and  it  has  been  discovered  that 
it  comes  from  the  West  Webern  by  washings  from 
the  stamping  at  the  mines. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).  —  During  the  past  week  the 
conditions  from  an  atmospheric  point  of  view  have 
been  favourable  to  anglers,  and  much  benefit  should 
be  derived  from  the  spates  of  Monday  and  Wed- 
nesday. Only  a  small  number  of  rods  have  been 
operating,  and  catches  have  been  meagre  in  conse- 
quence. At  the  time  of  writing  a  record  is  not  to 
hand.  Sea  anglers  have  been  somewhat  retarded 
in  fishing  in  the  offing  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  a 
rather  heavy  sea.  From  the  piers  some  fair  takes  of 
mixed  fish  have  been  secured  however. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Very  little  sport  has 
been  obtained  owing  to  the  unseasonable  weather 
experienced  during  the  past  week,  only  two  salmon 
that  I  have  heard  of  being  caught  by  rod  anglers, 
one  near  Up  Exe.  In  the  main  river  at  Cowley, 
Wadlands  Marshes,  and  near  Exwick,  some  good- 
sized  perch  and  roach  have  been  taken,  also  a  few 
fine  eels ;  while  in  the  canal  near  Countess  Weir,  at 
Lime  Kilns,  Topsham,  and  at  Turf,  some  of  our 
local  anglers  and  visitors  have  secured  perch,  roach, 
and  eels.— Red  Palmer. 

Ten  District  (South  Iiincs  and  Cambs). — 
The  week-enders  in  South  Lines  bad  their  time  cut 
short  by  heavy  rain.  For  something  like  wixteen 
hours  rain  fell  incessantly,  and  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Welland  and  Nene  overflowed  their  banks,  and 


there  was  a  flood  as  bad  as  often  happens  in 
October.     In  the  Wisbech  district  visitors  found 
roach  fishing  a  much  improved  occupation.  Some 
of  the  drams  are  only  fishing  indifferently,  but 
probablyan  improvement  will  soonsetin. — Limpet 
Itchen  (Winchester).  —  We  have  had  a  con- 
tmuous  spell  of  stormy  and  unsettled  weather 
durmg  the  last   week  — heavy  rains,   close  and 
thundery,  exceptionally  cold  and  boisterous  winds, 
often  all  in  one  day.    Occasionally  there  has  been 
bright  interludes,  when  fish  appeared  to  enjoy 
themselves,  and  fishermen  have  endeavoured  to  do 
so.    On  Aug.  21  there  was  a  fair  hatch  of  duns  in 
the  morniner,  and  a  few  spinners  in  the  evening, 
but  fish  did  not  rise  well  to  them,  and  it  was  very 
difficult  to  tempt  them  to  take  an  artificial.  The 
22Dd  was  a  record  day  for  fi=>h,  fishermen,  and 
mosquitoes.    Fish  rose  well,  fishermen  made  good 
baskets,  and  gnats  and  mosquitoes  had  a  "high 
festival  it  bites  and  bumps  count  for  anything. 
With  light,  southerly  and  S.W.  winds,  and  a  some- 
what  close  and  thundery  atmosphere,  fly  com- 
menced to  rise  about  10.30  o'clock,  and  continued 
nearly  all  day— Watery  Duns,  Medium  Olives,  and 
Iron  Blues.    Fish  rose  better  and  came  boldly  than 
on  any  day  this  season.    Commencing  with  the 
larva  they  afterwards  turned  their  attention  to  the 
sub-imago  as  it  floated  down,  and  appeared  to  lay 
themselves  out  for  a  meal.    The  hatch  continued 
until  about  6  o'clock,  and  was  at  its  best  from  12 
to  10  o'clock.    There  was  a  good  fall  of  Spinners 
ia   the  evening,   as  well  as  a  hatch  of  B.  W. 
Olives.     Fish,  however,  appeared  to  prefer  the 
Spinners,  and  for  about  half  an  hour  rose  fast  and 
furious.   The  best  of  the  evening  rise  was  from  7. 15 
to  7.45.  The  Sherry  Spinner  and  an  adaptation  of  the 
Red  Quill  accounted  for  most  of  the  fish.    On  the 
23rd,  wind.  S.E.,  there  was  a  miscellaneous  hatch 
of  Duns,  Pale  Watery  Mediums,  and  a  few  B.  W. 
Olives  from  11  to  1  o'clock,  then  ah  over  for  a  time. 
About  5  o'clock  the  Duns  began  to  hatch  out  again 
of  every  conceivable  shade  of  olive,  every  appear- 
ance of  a  good  spinner  fall,,  but  cold  and  rain  settled 
the  account.    On  the  24th,  after  heavy  rain  in  the 
night  and  early  morning,  we  had  stroni-  S.E.  winds, 
and  very  little  hatch  of  fly;  Watery  Duns  and  Iron 
Blues  came  out  from  12  to  1.30  o'clock.    Then  a 
good  fall  of  Spinners  and  a  small  hatch  of  B.  W. 
Olives,  fish  rose  well  and  took  keenly  for  about  ten 
or  fifteen  muiutes,  then  it  was  all  over  and  the  river 
surface  was  as  still  as  a  mill  pond. — Pale  Watery 

DXJN. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Copious  rains  have  fallen, 
and  the  river  and  its  tiibutaries  have  undergone 
another  flushing,  but  by  Saturday  (Aug.  29)  the 
water  ought  to  be  in  order  for  roach  fishing.  Not 
for  many  summers  have  the  roach  fed  so  well  in 
the  Lea.  Mr.  Short,  out  on  the  Crown  water  at 
Broxbourne.  on  Friday  (Aug.  21),  had  201b.,  and 
many  other  anglers  have  done  well  with  these  fish 
there,  and  in  the  Waltham,  Rye  House,  and  St. 
Margaret's  districts.  Last  week  roach  of  21b.  and 
lib.  14Joz.  were,  it  is  stated,  secured  at  Waltham, 
where  farst-class  bream  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Reitz, 
early  in  the  week,  landed  a  Lea  bream  of  41b.  6oz' 
Tench  h  ave  been  feeding  at  times,  especially  at 
St.  Margaret's,  whei  e  the  fish  captured  have  included 
•specimens  of  S^lb.  and  31b.  3oz.  Pike,  dace,  and 
perch  have  been  taken  in  the  Lea,  and  when 
the  water  is  in  good  order  more  excellent  sport 
should  be  obtained. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  fairly 
good  condition,  and  some  splendid  bags  of  roach 
and  dace  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Stovell  has  taken 
bags  for  the  last  three  weeks  averaging  from  251b. 
to  351b.  (one  catch,  sixteen  roach,  averaging  lib  , 
and  twelve  dace,  averaging  Jib.,  largest  lOoz.). 
Mr.  Blow,  Mr.  Wyatt,  and  others  have  also  had 
good  takes  — A.  Rolph. 

Littleport  (Cambridgpe  and  Ely  Angling' 
Society's  Waters).  —  Bream  still  continue  to  feed 
well  in  these  waters,  catches  of  same  up  to  281b. 
per  rod  being  recorded.  Roach  fishing  quiet,  best 
catches  reported  81b.,  and  one  of  71b.  With  fine 
weather  the  prospects  for  the  week-end  should  be 
excellent.— P.  W.  G. 

IiUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  high  and  muddy,  and  out  of  order 
for  fishing.  The  trout  season  ends  on  this  part 
with  this  month. — Gwvnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
A  heavy  downpour  of  rain  on  Monday  (Aug.  24) 
caused  these  rivers  to  rise  to  about  three  parts  bank 
full  of  muddy  water,  now  (Wednesday,  Aug.  26) 
sinking  and  clearing  slowly.  After  a  fine  day 
yesterday  the  weather  has  again  become  dull,  and 
indications  point  to  more  rain. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Variable  weather  has 
greatly  militated  against  angling  for  the  past  two 
or  three  days,  and  there  now  seems  every  likelihood 
of  the  heavy  rains  we  have  had  so  increasing  the 
quantity  of  water  in  the  river  as  to  put  a  stop  to 
angling  for  a  short  time.    Since  my  last  report  the 
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best  catch  I  have  heard  of  is  a  bream  of  41b.  5oz. 
by  Mr.  Reedman,  Peterborough. — E  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigli  Saltertou).— All  our  hopes  of 
decent  sport  are  continually  i  eing  dashed  to  the 
ground  by  the  incessant  rain  which  keeps  the  river 
in  flood.  In  addition  to  this  the  wind  has  been 
very  strong  and  cold,  so  that  for  the  last  week 
practically  nothing  has  been  done  with  the  trout. 
A  handsome  peal  of  41b.  14oz.  was  taken  with  fly 
during  a  spate  a  few  days  ago  on  the  Rolle  Estate 
water,  and  several  of  these  fish  have  been  netted 
in  the  sea  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  season 
on  the  Rolle  and  other  preserved  portions  of  the 
Otter  ends  on  Aug.  31. — Hebon. 

Plymonth. — There  is  no  lack  of  water  in  any  of 
the  rivers,  and  there  has  been  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunities for  the  salmon  and  peal  to  go  up.  Nearly 
all  the  pools  in  the  upper  waters  contain  a  feiir 
supply,  and  several  very  fine  fish  have  been  grassed. 
Sergt.  Ritchie,  R.A.,  master  tailor,  who  is  an 
experienced  fly  fisherman,  took  a  fine  salmon  over 
121b.,  last  week,  and  two  good  school  peal  in  less 
than  three  hours  in  the  daytime  on  the  fly,  a  small 
SUver  Drake. — William  Heaeder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— On  Wednesday  evening  in  last  week  rain 
commenced  to  fall  heavily  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  continued  without 
intermission  until  late  on  Thursday.  Amongst  the 
Welsh  hUls  it  came  down  in  torrents  so  that  all 
these  rivers  were  more  or  less  flooded  and  very  much 
discoloured.  Unsettled  weather  still  prevails,  so 
that  the  streams  have  had  no  opportunity  to 
recover  their  condition,  and  what  little  sport  has 
been  obtained  is  confined  altogether  to  the  capture 
of  pike  and  chub. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
Rain,  pitiless  rain,  has  been  the  bane  of  anglers  and 
farmers.  Rivers  are  high  and  clouded  and  but  little 
has  been  recorded  amongst  the  coarse  fishing 
devotees.  A  few  chub  and  roach  have  been  taken 
in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse  by  local  anglers. 
Tidal  waters  are  unfishable.  The  only  water  avail- 
able to  the  public  is  Chichester  Canal,  where  floods 
are  unknown,  and  fishing  possible  with  any  chance 
of  success.  Bream  up  to  21b.,  perch  of  Iflb.,  roach 
of  12oz.,  and  eels  up  to  2  Jib.  are  amongst  the 
records  of  the  week.  Pike  are  feeding,  some  few 
fish  up  to  3-Jlb.  have  been  taken. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Taflf  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen). — At  time  of 
writing  (Aug.  24)  the  river  is  in  flood.  Trout  fishing 
has  only  been  very  poor  during  the  past  week.  Net 
fishing  for  salmon  and  sewin  ends  this  week. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  in  flood  ;  good  fishing 
is  anticipated  for  the  close.  Salmon  and  peal  can 
run  up  into  the  higher  parts  of  the  river  well  now, 
and  wUl  surely  be  fished  for  as  the  harvest  is  so 
very  late.  Shooting  cannot  commence  until  mid- 
September. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — At  time  of 
writing,  Aug.  24,  the  river  is  in  excellent  condition 
for  fishing;  the  flood-water  has  gone  down  and 
water  settled.  Plenty  of  salmon  seen,  and  several 
caught  last  week,  and  two  this  morning.  Trout 
fishing  fairly  good.— H. 

  (Llandyssil). — River  has  been    in  grand 

order  for  some  days  now,  and  the  river  simply 
teems  with  salmon.  One  man  had  four  fish  on 
Aug.  24  in  the  Porth  water,  weighing  from  4Jlb. 
up  to  121b.,  and  on  Tuesday  one  of  121b.  Many 
others  have  been  caught  just  in  the  vicinity. 
Several  sewin  have  also  been  taken.  All  the  above 
with  a  local  made  fly.  Excellent  sport  should  be 
the  rule  now  for  some  time. — Vic. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
changed  several  times  since  last  week,  the  weather 
having  been  so  changeable  that  anglers  have  been 
almost  disheartened.  Heavy  rain  fell  on  Aug.  20, 
followed  by  two  beautiful  days,  then  more  rain. 
The  water  on  Monday  morning  was  in  fair  order, 
but  heavy  rain  set  in  again,  and  on  Tuesday  the 
river  had  risen  quite  two  feet,  a  red,  clayey,  muddy 
water,  and  its  banks  full,  quite  putting  a  stop  to 
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fishing  in  this  part  for  some  days.  Rain  is  still 
falling,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  improve- 
ment at  present.  At  the  end  of  last  week  angling 
with  worm,  wasp  grub,  and  maggot  was  tried,  and 
several  good  trout  and  grayling  were  landed. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  coloured  and  high  and  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing.  Heavy  rain  has  visited  this 
district,  and  upset  all  prospects  at  the  end  of 
last  week ;  there  was  a  prospect  of  fishing  on 
Monday,  Aug.  24,  the  water  having  got  in  fair  order, 
but  rain  came  once  again,  and  has  been  had  more 
or  less  every  day  with  no  signs  of  an  alteration, 
and  sport  will  be  very  bad  for  some  time,  until  the 
water  clears  again.  No  fishing  done  this  week. 
The  Rea  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  coloured. — 
Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers, — The  Tyne  for  the  last  three  weeks  has 
favoured  all  anglers,  and  still  remains  in  good 
order.  Mr.  Wormald,  on  the  North  Tyne.  killed 
two  bull  trout  and  one  sea-trout,  on  Aug.  18,  with 
the  fly  ;  and  several  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
killed  with  worm  and  maggot.  The  Gateshead 
Angling  Association  held  their  ninth  armual  com- 
petition on  the  George  Hotel  waters  'on  August  19. 
The  event  proved  most  successful,  as  principal 
results  will  show  :  First,  Mr.  J.  Draycott,  lUb.lloz.- 
second,  Mr.  R.  T.  White,  71b.  4oz.;  third,  Mr.  J. 
Young,  olb.  5foz.;  fourth,  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  51b.  5|oz.; 
fifth,  Mr.  J.  J.  Bell,  41b.  9foz.;  sixth,  Mr.  T.  Pear- 
son, 41b.  loz.;  there  were  twenty-five  competitors. 
The  total  weight  of  fish  killed  scaled  621b.  Messrs. 
Major  and  Sims  ably  rendered  their  services  as 
referees.  The  Coquet  is  producing  some  good  sport. 
On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  Maughan,  one  bull  trout,  151b  ;  Mr. 
Marsh,  bull  trout,  fly  ;  Mr.  Bergna,  fifteen  brown 
trout,  all  fly  ;  Mr.  Gallon,  twelve  trout,  fly.  Prawn 
and  fly  are  doing  well.  The  Aln  evening  fishing  is 
going  well.  Mr.  Much,  one  sea- trout,  2 Jib.  ;  Mr. 
Keene,  one  sea  trout,  2|lb. ;  Mr.  Winton,  one  sea- 
trout,  3 Jib. ;  Mr.  Swan,  sea-trout,  2|lb. ;  large  trout 
flies  were  used.  I  have  just  heard  of  a  fine  creel 
of  twelve  sea  trout  from  the  Till ;  fly  fished  up 
stream  was  the  lure. — Henby  A.  Mubton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). — A  good 
deal  of  rain  has  fallen  in  this  district  during  the 
last  fortnight.  Up  to  the  last  few  days,  however, 
it  has  had  the  effect  of  causing  fish  to  feed  well, 
bream  and  roach  especially.  Among  roach  visitors 
have  enjoyed  capital  sport.  The  water  at  the 
Kirkstead,  Dogdyke,  Langrick,  and  various 
other  resorts,  have  all  yielded  well,  and  especially 
the  deeps  about  Langrick. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  have  been  too  high  for  fly  fishing,  and  the 
heavy  rain  we  have  had  on  some  days  has  caused 
these  waters  to  be  too  thick  and  dirty  for  worm 
fishing,  consequently  only  a  few  fish  have  been 
captured  from  the  Wye,  at  Bakewell ;  and  similar 
reports  are  to  hand  from  the  Derwent,  including 
Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  fisheries.  Several  gentle- 
men, on  the  lovver  portion  of  the  Darleydale  Club's 
waters,  have  secured  a  few  nice  fish,  using  wasp 
grubs  and  maggots  for  bait.  Mr.  W.  Smith,  fishing 
at  Matlock  Bath,  landed  one  trout,  weighing 
lib.  4oz. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — There  has  been  more  rain,  con- 
sequently all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  had  more 
fresh  water,  which  have  been  all  in  favour  of  anglers. 
Last  week-end  the  Stockton  Angling  Club  fished 
their  match  between  Cover  Bridge  and  Kilgram ; 
sport  was  only  moderate  owing  to  a  heavy  fresh 
coming  down.  Sport  has  been  fair  at  Ripon  and 
Boroughbridge,  During  the  week  several  anglmg 
clubs  have  held  their  annual  outings.  The  third 
and  chief  of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Club 
matches  was  fished  on  Saturday  last  at  Wheldrake 
Ings  on  the  Derwent.  Sport  was  only  moderate. 
The  Tadcaster  Angling  Association  held  their  annual 
match  on  the  Wharfe.  The  East  End  (Leeds) 
Association  fished  their  annual  match  at  East 
Cottingwith.  Twenty-six  competed  and  the  catches 
on  the  whole  were  good.  Prospects  for  the  coming 
week  cannot  be  better  as  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers 
are  now  running  in  splendid  condition  for  fiy. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 


Trout,  Sea-Troct,  axd  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  Hy  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  Tolb.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  «ith  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  :  first  quality, 
9d.  each. — J.  E.  MILLER,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  Ne«- 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)^ 

On  Aug.  15,  Messrs.  Parker  and  Dixon,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  had  twenty-two  trout,  81b.  ;  Messrs.  Ander- 
son and  Bonar,  same  loch,  forty -four,  131b.;  Messrs. 
Wordsworth  and  Wigram,  on  Loch  Cama.  eleven, 
5ilb. ;  and  Mr.  Holland,  seventeen,  61b.  On  the 
17th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
forty-four,  14Jlb.  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar,  twenty,  81b.  ; 
Messrs.  Hosack  and  Buckley,  twenty-eight,  8Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Wordsworth  and  Wigram,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  twenty,  7Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Parker, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-two,  13Jlb. ;  Mr.  Holland, 
same  loch,  twenty -one,  71b. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cross'ey, 
on  Boarlan,  thirty-six,  121b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers, 
on  Loch  Veyatie,  seventeen,  51b.;  and  Mr.  Menzies, 
twenty,  61b  :  the  total  catch  for  this  day  alone  was 
248  trout,  821b.  On  the  18th  baskets  ranged 
from  one  dozen  to  two  -  and  -  a  -  quarter  dozen 
trout ;  while  Mrs.  Harry  Andsrson,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
landed  a  ferox  of  6^lb.  On  the  19th  the  weather 
was  not  favourable,  and  baskets  only  ranged  from 
ten  to  twenty-six  trout  each.  On  the  20th  the  two 
heaviest  baskets  were  thirty  trout,  81b  ,  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Crossley,  on  Loch  Urigill ;  and  twenty-six 
trout,  81b.,  by  Dr.  Elcum,  on  same  loch.  On  the 
24th,  the  sport  was  as  follows: — Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Crossley,  on  Loch  Cama,  nineteen  trout,  8lb.  ;  Dr. 
Elcum,  same  loch,  twenty-seven.  91b.;  Mr.  Rogers, 
also  on  Cama,  thirteen,  4^1b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mr-<.  Harry 
Anderson,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-seven,  16Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Dix«»n,  on  same  loch,  thirty,  lO^lb. ;  and  Messrs. 
Holland,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  sixteen,  8Jlb.  Total  for 
the  day,  152  trout,  571b.— B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  Aug.  17, 
Mr.  Hasluck  had  a  salmon,  221b.  ;  Mr.  Davison, 
nine  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Thomson,  one  trout,  IJlb. 
On  the  19th,  Mr.  Thomson,  two  trout,  21b  :  D. 
Eraser,  one  grilse,  71b.  On  the  20th,  Mr  McDonald, 
one  grilse,  7lb.,  and  five  trout,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Davison, 
three  trout,  4|lb.  On  the  22Dd,"Mr.  Davis jn,  one 
trout,  l^lb.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  C.  Pennel,  three 
trout,  21b.;  Captain  Roberts,  one  trout,  IJlb. — 
D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — On  Langholm  water 
on  Monday  Mr.  W.  Little  had  a  grilse  weighing 
3^1b.  and  a  sea-trout  of  l^lb.  with  fly;  Mr.  J. 
Morrison  caught  a  salmon  of  151b.  in  Skippers 
Gullets,  and  four  sea-trout.  Fishing  at  Skippsrs 
Bridge,  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  C.  Elliot  caught  a 
salmon  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Thomas  Morrison  had  several 
sea- trout  and  herling  ;  Mr.  Anderson  had  sga-trout 
and  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Harkness,  one  sea-trout,  and 
Mr.  F.  Storey  two  ;  Major  the  Hon.  T.  Brand  and 
friend,  now  at  the  Duke  of  Buccleurjh's  Lodge,  Lang- 
holm, have  had  good  sport  in  the  reserved  water. 
Good  sport  has  been  had  in  Canonbie  water.  Mr. 
John  Graham  caught  a  grilse  weighing  51b.,  and 
some  herling  and  sea  trout  in  the  mid  reaches,  Mr. 
Adam  Keen,  a  grilge  4 Jib.,  and  Mr.  W.  Murray  one 
of  71b.  Mr.  D.  Murray  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
81b.,  three  sea  trout  and  twenty  herling.  Mr. 
G.  W.  A.  Mitchell,  creeled  twenty-four  herling  and 
three  sea  trout,  one  weighing  31b.  Dr.  Belilio 
caught  a  grilse  of  4Jlb.  and  a  basket  of  sea  trout 
and  herling.  Mr.  Bagshaw,  Woodhouao,  caught  four 
sea  trout,  fifteen  yellow  trout,  and  eleven  herling  ; 
Dr.  Anderson  two  sea  trout  and  ten  herliag.  Mr. 
R.  Nelson  had  five  sea  trout  and  thirty-five  herling. 
Fishing  in  the  Double  water,  Mr.  McMoran  caught 
a  salmon  weighing  81b.  On  the  English  side  of 
the  Willow  pool,  Mr.  Phayre  Loch  caught  two 
salmon  with  fly,  weighing  8lb.  and  91b.  respectively. 
In  the  Netherby  reserved  water  Mr.  McLellan  had 
a  basket  of  22lb.  of  sea  trout  and  herling.  Mr.  R.  B. 
Yates  landed  a  salmon  of  8lb.  in  the  Double  water. 
In  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Esk  Mr.  Bonar  caught 
two  salmon,  61b.  and  6ilb.  Mr.  Tom  Steel  had  six 
sea  trout,  and  some  herling,  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  a 
basket  of  sea  trout  and  herling,  Mr.  Jas.  Scott  a 
good  basket  of  sea  trout  and  herling  in  the  stretch 
of  water  between  Byreburnfoot  and  Canonbie 
Bridge.  Mr.  J.  Paterson  a  salmon  81b.  in  the  same 
water.  Mr.  J.  Jardine  two  sea  trout  and  a  score 
of  herling.  Mr.  W.  Irving  had  five  sea  trout.  The 
Liddle  is  again  showing  up  well.  Mr.  Jas.  Arm- 
strong had  a  basket  of  sea  trout  and  herling.  Mr. 
R.  Thompson  caught  two  sea  trout.  Mr.  J. 
Glendermiog  several  herling  and  sea  trout ;  Mr.  A. 
Scott  caught  two  sea  trout  and  some  herling;  Mr. 
Johnstone  had  three  sea  trout;  Mr.  J.  Williams 
three,  and  Mr.  Newton  one  and  some  herling. — 
Gelnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Now  that  the  nets  are 
oS  the  river,  anglers  may  anticipate  improved  sport. 
Prospects  are  excellent,  the  high  state  of  the  river 
having  drawn  up  the  fish,  and  the  pools  are  well 
stocked,  especially  in  the  upper  waters.  On  the 
Huntly  water,  on  Aug.  14  and  15,  Mr.  Davidson 
had  four  fish,  weighing  from  41b,  to  71b. ;  on  the 
15th,  Mr.  Martin  had  one  of  6lb.  ;  on  the  sa'ne  date, 
Mr.  Donald  had  one  of  61b.:  on  the  17th,  Mr. 
W.  McKenzie  had  two  fish  of  o.b.  and  61b.,  and  on 
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the  19th  one  of  81b. ;  on  the  Beldorney  section,  on 
the  15th,  Mr.  Malcolm  had  a  salmon  of  51b.  The 
salmon  net  fishing  season  closed  on  the  Deveron 
and  adjacent  coast  on  Wednesday.  On  the  river 
the  fishing  opened  well,  the  river  being  in  flood,  and 
continued  fair  until  the  begioning  of  June. — H.  W. 

Deveron  (BanflFshire).— On  Mr.  Porter's  Cornie- 
haugh  fishing,  good  sport  is  still  being  had,  Miss 
Bridge  having  in  three  days  grassed  three  salmon 
scaling  71b.,  71b.,  and  91b.  respectively,  and  Miss  R. 
Bridge  a  couple  of  grilse  of  5^1b.  each.  The  Right 
Hon.  J.  W.  Mellor,  K.C.,  M.P.,  on  the  Marnoch 
Lodge  section,  had  a  grilse  of  4|lb.,  and  twenty- 
seven  trout  weighing  18Jlb.  — X. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— Fishing 
from  the  above  hotel  the  following  catches  have 
been  had:— On  Aug.  17,  Mr.  Vinter,  one  grilse, 
^\h. ;  Mr.  Levy,  twenty-two  trout,  9|lb.  ;  Mr. 
Thomson,  six  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Gough,  fourteen 
trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Wallace,  one  grilse,  61b.  On 
the  18th,  Mr.  Vinter,  two  salmon,  121b.  and  81b.; 
Mr.  Thomson,  eight  trout,  41b.  ;  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
Maitland,  ten  trout,  41b.  On  the  19th,  Prof.Purdie, 
nine  trout,  4Ib.  On  the  20th,  Prof.  Purdie,  four 
trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  eight  trout,  4i\h. ; 
Mr.  Vinter,  twelve  trout,  51b.  On  the  21st,' Mr. 
Thomson,  twenty  trout,  lOlb.  ;  Prof,  and  Mrs. 
Purdie,  fifteen  trout,  61b.;  Mr.  W.  Wallace,  two 
grilse,  51b.  and  71b.,  and  one  salmon,  111b.;  Rev. 
Mr.  Gough,  five  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Vinter,  ten  trout. 
41b.  On  the  22nd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  twelve 
trout,  61b. — W.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perthshire). — The  recent  heavy  rains  have 
kept  the  streams  running,  and  often  in  good  ply. 
When  not  raining  the  conditions  have  been  pleasant, 
and  good  baskets  have  been  got.  The  frequent 
westerly  breezes  have  also  allowed  good  takes  to  be 
made  on  the  locha.  On  the  Blackwater  tributary 
Mr.  J.  Chalmers,  B.Sc,  Edinburgh,  killed  a  fine 
trout  with  a  Blue  Dun  fly.  Its  length  was  20in., 
and  weighed  a  little  over  31b. — Iasgaib. 

Loch  Iieven  (Kinross). — The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  mostly  bright,  with  variable  winds. 
Young  fish  have  been  taken  in  larger  numbers  than 
during  the  rest  of  the  season,  while  there  has  been 
some  slight  improvement  in  sport.  Eight  members 
of  the  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  Club  captured  a 
total  of  fourteen  trout,  which  weighed  131b.  9oz. 
Mr.  G.  J.  Cargey  was  first  with  six  trout,  51b.  6oz. 
Nine  members  of  the  West  of  Scotland  Club 
secured  eighteen  trout,  201b.  2oz.  First,  Mr.  M.  H. 
Kennedy,  four  trout,  61b.  7oz.;  second,  Mr.  G.  Wil- 
son, six  trout,  51b.  13oz.  Mr.  T.  S.  Knox  was  first 
at  the  Clackmannan  competition  with  seven  trout, 
81b.  loz.  At  the  Dundee  Club  competition  thirteen 
members  fished,  when  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  was  first 
with  three  trout,  51b.  14ioz  ;  the  fifth  and  sixth 
prizes  were  secured  with  one  trout,  4oz.,  and  one 
trout  2|oz.  respectively.  Mr.  Mills  was  awarded 
the  special  prize  for  heaviest  trout  with  a  beauty 
of  41b.  Joz.  The  Edinburgh  Waverley  Club  was 
represented  by  fourteen  competitors,  who  caught 
twenty-four  trout,  311b.  IJoz.  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibb 
was  first  with  four  trout,  61b.  9oz ;  second,  Mr. 
W.  D.  Niven,  six  trout,  61b.  4oz.  Mr.  J.  H.  Grafton 
won  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  trout  with  a  fish  of 
31b.  9oz.— R.  B.  Lainq. 

North  of  Scotland.— The  nets  were  taken  off 
from  the  great  majority  of  the  Scotch  fishing  stations 
on  Aug.  26,  and  the  prospects  now  are  most 
promising.  On  the  Mar  Lodge  waters  H.R.H.  the 
Duchess  of  Fife  creeled  three  fish  one  day  last  week, 
and  has  had  fair  sport  every  time  out  since  then. 
On  the  Balmoral  waters  the  Qaeen  had  some  trout 
fishing,  and  on  Monday  last  made  a  good  basket  on 
Loch  Muick.  On  the  Ballater  reaches  an  occasional 
grilse  has  been  creeled,  and  fairly  good  sport  has 
also  been  got  on  the  Glentana  and  Huntly  Arms 
waters.  On  the  Kinneskie  waters  General  Carmichael 
had  fair  sport.  On  the  lower  and  tidal  Dee  fair 
finnock  fishing  is  being  had.  On  the  Don  the  Master 
of  Sempil  had  two  salmon  on  Friday,  of  81b.  and 
121b.,  and  some  fine  baskets  of  brown  trout.  On 
the  Woodside  water  Mr.  Macbeth  creeled  a  fine 
basket  of  trout  on  Saturday.  On  the  tidal  waters 
excellent  sport  has  been  had  for  some  time.  On 
the  Ythan,  Mr.  Young-Milton  had  a  splendid  salmon 
and  some  sea- trout.  On  the  tidal  waters  Mr. 
Herbert  Singer,  and  on  the  CoUioston  water  Mr. 
John  Byres-Leake  are  having  fair  sport. — G.  M. 

Orkney  (Barony  Hotel,  Birsay).— Fishing  from 
the  above  hotel,  the  following  baskets  have  been 
got:— On  Aug,  15,  Mr.  S.  A.  Gammell,  on  Loch 
Birsay,  five  fish.  4i\h. ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Walker,  on  Loch 
Birsay,  seventeen  fish,  121b.  On  the  17th,  Mr, 
S.  A.  Gammell,  on  Loch  Hunland,  twelve  fish, 
9JIb.  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Walker,  on  Loch  Harray,  eleven 
fish,  91b.,  largest  fish,  2Jlb. — John  Spence. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  KT.  B.)  

On  August  13,  Messrs.  Adam  and  Stuart,  Perthshire, 
on  Loch  Shin,  landed  sixteen  sea  trout  weighing 
231b.  ;  and  Mr.  Etches.  Meriden,  on  Top  Shin  Beat 
thirteen  trout,  SJlb.    On  August  14,  Messrs.  Adam 


and  Stuart  on  Loch  Shin  had  seven  sea  trout, 
averaging  close  on  lib.  each.  On  August  ]  7,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Menzies,  Leith,  on  Top  Shin  fourteen  brown 
trout,  51b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Etches  and  Waldron, 
Meriden,  eleven  sea  trout,  101b.  On  August  19,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Menzies  on  Loch  Gorm,  forty-one  trout, 
151b.  On  August  20,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Menzies,  on 
Loch  Shin,  fifteen  sea  trout,  14^1b.  On  August  21, 
Messrs.  Blyth  and  Musgrave,  North  Berwick,  four 
sea  trout  averaging  IJlb.  each. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  Aug.  17.  Mr.  Harold 
Bilbrough  landed  a  salmon  of  151b.  On  the  18th, 
Mr.  Davies  caught  a  12-pounder.  On  the  19th,  Mr. 
Harold  Bilbrough  had  a  grilse  of  71b.,  and  Mr. 
Bilbrough  one  of  51b.  On  the  2l8t,  Mr.  Harold 
Bilbrough  landed  a  161b.  salmon  and  a  grilse  of  51b. 
On  the  22nd,  Mr.  B.  Bilbrough  landed  two  grilse 
weighing  61b.  and  71b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  was  a  nice  run  of 
back-end  salmon  last  week,  when  the  rivers  began 
to  clear  off  after  the  flood,  and  in  some  of  the  best 
pools  they  have  been  showing  themselves.  Since 
Monday  (Aug.  24)  the  waters  have  been  too  clear 
and  on  the  low  side  for  the  salmon  fly.  On  the 
night  of  Sept.  10  all  netting  in  the  Sol  way  district 
ceases  for  the  season.  Angling  has  been  most  dis- 
appointing on  the  Annan  this  week.  Herling  have 
made  a  poor  show,  and  the  best  baskets  have  not 
numbered  over  eight  at  a  fishing.  Mr.  W.  Ogilvie 
caught  seven  with  small  fly  in  tlie  Brewery  pool  on 
Tuesday  night  (Aug.  25) ;  Mr.  James  Dixon  had  four 
or  five,  and  other  rods  a  brace  each.  Mr.  J.  Loudon 
caught  eight  herling  in  less  than  an  hour,  fishing 
on  Monday  night  (Aug.  24)  in  the  Brewery  water. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  water  on  Aug.  20  Mr.  Will 
Robison  landed  a  fine  grilse  of  6f  lb.  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom  killed  a  sea-trout  with  fly  of  2Jlb.  Mr. 
McGiverin  had  a  nice  basket  of  herling  the  other 
day.  The  Nith. — In  the  Thornhill  waters  odd  sea- 
trout  and  herling  are  being  caught,  but  the  sport 
cannot  be  classed  as  good.  Some  fair  sport  was 
had  last  week  on  the  Galloway  rivers,  and  a  grilse 
or  two  were  caught  besides  a  few  sea-trout  and 
herling.  The  reports  from  the  Ayrshire  rivers  and 
lochs  show  that  angling  has  not  been  so  good  as 
that  previously  reported. — Heathekbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Good  sport  was  got  on  the 
river  last  week,  and  as  the  nets  will  be  off  in  course 
of  this  week  this  will  no  doubt  continue,  as  fish  are 
said  to  be  plentiful.  On  the  Knockando  House 
water,  Captain  Hauthev  killed  a  grilse  of  4Jlb., 
and  from  the  Laggan  House  water,  two  salmon, 
weighing  71b.  and  101b.,  were  grassed ;  while  from  the 
Carron  House  water,  Mr.  Grant,  keeper,  had  one  of_ 
12Jlb.  From  the  Aberlour  House  water,  Mr.  Mac-' 
kenzie,  fisherman,  landed  two  grilse  of  51b.  each ; 
and  from  the  village  water,  Mr.  Stuart,  Victoria 
Bridge  House,  had  a  grilse  of  61b  ;  and  Mr.  John 
Sharp,  one  of  31b.  Captain  Spicer,  fishing  on  the 
Arudilly  water,  killed  two  salmon  of  91b.  and  151b.  ; 
and  Master  Jack  Spicer,  four,  of  from  71b  to  241b., 
all  the  result  of  one  day's  sport. — J.  M. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney). — 
On  Aug.  18,  Rev.T.  P.  R.  Cheyne,  four  trout,  lUb., 
heaviest,  71b. ;  Dr.  Grimsdale,  four,  21b.  On  the 
19th,  Mr.  Ackroyd,  two  trout,  2^1b.,  heaviest,  21b.  ; 
Capt.  Sconce,  three,  21b.,  heaviest,  lib.  ;  Rev.  T.  P. 
R,  Chej^ne,  three,  3ilb. ;  Mr.  Webb,  three,  41b., 
heaviest,  31b.;  Mr.  Reeves,  two,  21b.,  heaviest,  l|lb. ; 
Sir  C.  Smith,  three,  SJlb.,  heaviest,  2ilb.  On  the 
20th,  Sir  C.  Smith,  three  trout,  31b.  ;  Dr.  Grimsdale, 
five,  31b.  On  the  21st,  Capt.  Sconce,  two  trout, 
21b.,  heaviest,  lib.  ;  Mr.  Eraser,  one,  lib. ;  Rev.  T. 
P.  R.  Cheyne,  two,  21b.  ;  Miss  Webb,  three,  2|lb. ; 
Mr.  Clapham,  fifteen,  71b.  On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Webb, 
two  trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Miss  Webb,  one,  21b. ;  Mr. 
Clapham  and  son,  seventeen,  111b.,  heaviest,  21b. 
On  the  24th,  Capt.  Sconce,  twot,  21b. ;  Mr.  Symonds, 
seventeen,  91b.  ;  Rev.  T.  P.  R.  Cheyne,  four,  21b. ; 
Mr.  Clapham  and  son,  fifteen,  91b. — John  Mackay. 

Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.). — Since 
the  last  report  the  following  sport  has  been  ob- 
tained : — On  Aug.  17,  which  was  very  stormy, 
Colonel  Grace  and  Captain  Brooker,  on  Loch  Shin, 
eighteen  trout,  41b.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  D. 
Robertson  twenty  trout,  6 Jib.  It  should  be  stated 
that  the  weather  continued  very  stormy  during 
the  whole  week.  On  the  21st  and  22nd  it 
was  too  boisterous  for  angling  on  most  of  the 
lochs,  nevertheless  the  following  baskets  were 
made.  On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Woodward,  on  Loch  Cracail, 
eight  trout,  51b. ;  and  Colonel  Grace,  on  Loch  Bean- 
noch,  eight  trout,  51b.  On  Aug.  19,  Captain 
Brooker,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  seven  trout,  41b. ;  and 
Mr.  D.  D.  Robertson,  on  Loch  Cracail,  five,  31b. 
On  Aug.  20,  Rev.  G.  Oddie  and  Mr.  Duncan,  on 
Loch  Shin,  sixteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  A.  Griffithes,  on  Loch 
Bearmoch,  seven,  3Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  E.  S.  Woodward, 
on  Loch  Cracail,  six,  41b.  On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  C.  S. 
Woodward.on  Beannoch,  one  trout,  lib.  On  Aug.  22 
Rev.  G.  Oddie  and  Mr.  G.  8.  Duncan,  on  Loch  Shin, 
twenty-one,  5Jlb.,  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Harding,  one 
trout,  lib.  2oz.— B. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).— Unfavourable 
weather  for  fishing  has  prevailed  during  week — 
bright  days  with  very  little  wind.  Mr.  D.  Adams 
secured  thirty  sea-trout  in  three  days  ;  Mr.  H.  Lees, 
two  peal,  61b.,  51b.,  and  thirty-two  sea-trout;  Mr. 
J-Heygate,  forty-six  sea- trout ;  Mr.  H.  Bicknell, 
thirty-five  sea- trout;  Dr.  Prince,  three  summer  fish, 
91b.,  81b.,  91b.,  and  thirty-three  sea-trout;  Mr.  W. 
W.  Wickham,  one  summer  fish,  81b.,  and  twenty- 
four  sea-trout ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  forty  sea-trout ; 
Dr.  Fenton,  sixty-seven  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R.  Viokers. 
twenty-nine,  in  four  days ;  Dr.  Hood,  thirty  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Pearson,  sixty-two  sea-trout. 
Total  for  week  :  Six  salmon,  451b.,  and  428  sea- 
trout. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — The  late  floods  brought 
flax-water  into  the  Maine,  Moyola,  Ballinderry,  and 
Blackwater,  and  all  the  salmon  and  Lough  Neagh 
trout  are  sick  and  at  the  bottoms  of  the  deep  pools, 
and  have  refused  all  lures.  The  greater  part  of  the 
poisonous  water  has  been  carried  to  the  lake,  but 
there  is  yet  a  little  to  come  in  from  the  steeps, 
where  some  of  the  plant  remains.  The  main  stream 
was  in  flood  for  almost  the  whole  week,  and  little 
sport  was  obtained  on  any  of  the  stretches,  as  the 
fly  could  not  be  used.  It  is  now  in  order,  and 
recently  a  few  salmon  have  been  caught  on  the 
spoon  and  worm.  Mr.  Ardill,  two  salmon,  71b.  and 
131b,  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  two  grilse,  71b.  and  8!b., 
on  the  Kilrea  reach ;  and  Mr.  O'Rourke  Dickey, 
eight  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from  4|lb.  to 
11  Jib.,  on  the  Caronroe  section. — Daniel  O' Fee.' 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Sport  on 
the  Erne  during  the  past  week  was  not  as  good  as 
in  the  previous  one,  yet  some  fair  sport  was  ob- 
tained. Mr.  Joseph  Hone  landed  five  salmon,  weigh- 
ing from  81b.  to  151b. ;  Mr.  Sidnev  Smith  landed 
five  salmon  of  111b.,  71b.,  101b.,  71b.',  and  61b. ;  Cap- 
tain O'Neill  landed  four  salmon,  weighing  from  61b. 
to  101b.  ;  Mr.  Peart  landed  three  salmon,  and  Mr. 
R.  Crawford  one,  of  81b.  The  river  at  time  of 
writing  is  in  good  fishing  order.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Conn,  Cross  molina,  (Gortnorabby 
Hotel). — The  fishing  here  has  very  much  improved 
within  the  last  week,  owing  to  the  heavy  rain  we 
have  had,  which  put  the  lake  in  perfect  order  ;  here- 
tofore it  was  much  too  low.  Mr.  Cutler,  in  eight 
days,  killed  seven  grilse,  two  salmon,  and  twenty- 
five  trout,  the  largest  4Jlb.  Mr.  Jackson,  in  five 
days,  had  tsventy-eight  trout,  averaging  21b  ,  and 
nine  pike,  the  largest  28Jlb.  Mr.  Fisher,  during  the 
week,  killed  three  salmon  and  four  grilss.  Mr. 
McNulty,  on  Aug.  23,  had  one  salmon,  two  grilse, 
and  four  trout,  the  largest  4flb.  Mr.  Costelio,  on 
the  25th,  landed  two  salmon,  of  81b.  and  101b. 
There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  during  the 
next  fortnight. — G.  W.  Flynn. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — Oa  Aug.  13, 
Mr.  Willea  and  Son,  nine  fish  scaling  131b.  ;  August 
14,  same  gentlemen,  four  fish,  41b.  ;  August  15  same 
gentlemen,  seven  fish,  6  lb. ;  August  20,  Messrs. 
Cherry  and  Forde,  six  fish,  weighing  81b.  ;  August 
21,  seven  fish,  six  of  them  weighed  61b  ,  and  one 
trout  41b.  ;  August  22,  same  gentlemen  four  fish 
scaling  51b. ;  August  23,  three  fish  turning  the 
scale  on  91b. — Thos.  Naughton. 

— —  (Oughterard).  — The  weather  for  the 

last  two  weeks  was  not  very  favourable  for  fishing. 
Notwithstanding,  Col.  Shakerley,  R.H.A.,  made  a 
fair  average  for  twelve  days — over  71b.  each  day  of 
trout  and  one  salmon  in  splendid  condition, 
scaling  over  121b.,  fishing  from  Railway  Hotel, 
Oughterard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carey,  Lae,  Kent,  had 
a  good  week's  sport,  averaging  81b.  per  day  for  two 
rods.  On  Aug.  23,  Mr.  Carey  killed  a  splendid 
trout,  scaling  9|lb.,  which  gave  him  play  for 
twenty-five  minutes.  All  the  fish  were  caught  on 
the  Long  Harry. — T.  F.  Naughton. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Good  sport  has  been  had  since  last  report  on  Lough 
Currane  at  sea-trout,  the  daily  baskets  containing 
from  five  to  a  dozen  fish,  averaging  IJlb.  On  the 
Inny,  Mr.  Smith  had  two  peal.  On  Lough  Currane 
Mr.  Donovan  had  a  salmon  of  71b.,  a  peal  of  4|lb., 
and  two  sea  trout,  and  Mr.  Fortune  a  salmon  of 
71b.  and  a  couple  of  good  sea  trout.  On  Waterville 
river.  Captain  Hicks  creeled  two  peel,  61b.  and  51b. 
On  Coppal  Lake,  Mr.  Heywood  had  three  sea- 
trout.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  melvin. — Sport  continues  first-rate  on 
the  lake.  Mr.  Meely  and  Dr.  Stephenson  caught 
several  baskets  of  fine  gillaroos  and  brown  trout 
during  the  past  week  containing  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  trout,  and  one  beautiful  brown  trout  of 
101b.  Mr.  C.  P.  Ritson  also  took  some  good  baskets 
of  trout,  and  a  brown  trout  of  5  Jib.  Trouting  at 
present  is  capital  generally  on  the  lake.  Lieutenant 
Payne  (Galway)  caught  a  nice  trout  of  5lb.  on 
Aug.  25. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
Salmon  fishing  was  fair  in  the  past  week.  The 
catch  made  since  last  report  was  :  Aug.  19,  John 
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of  people  assuming:  and  trading^  in  the  name 
of  Ogrden.  iLVOIID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Jock  SeoTt 
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MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  hnown  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN, 

JAS.   0GI>E:N'S   "  1VIUI.TU1V!I-IN-I>ARY0 "   FlLiY   ROD,  21/-. 

JAS.    OGDSN'S  ISfETMSr  "INinCT<A"  FJLiY   (x>egiste]?ed),   6/-   pei*  doz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 


The  only  man  by  the  name 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
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CAMBRIDGE,  and 
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GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dnbbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLBSALE  FSOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(For  SPINNING  or  TROLLING), 
Made  In  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Peroh,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
8AM.  Alloook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  LEE.  i.  Him  Grove 
Paokham,  8.B.    Larae  size.  1/8  i  small,  1  S. 


Now  Ready.    Canvas  Back.     Is.  6d.  net. 


WALTON  and  SOME  EARLIER 
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By  R.  B.  MARSTON  (Editor  "Fishing-  Gazette") 
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THE  BOOK  LOVER'S  LIBRARY. 

Edited  by  HENRY  B.  WHEATLEY,  F.S.A. 
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subjects.  The  Book  Lover's  Library  has  had  a  large  sale  among  collectors  and  bibliographers 
both  in  England  and  America,  and  many  well-known  and  eminent  writers  have  contributed  to 
its  pages.   
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Sweeny,  one  salmon,  61b. ;  Mr.  Hainsworth,  one, 
71b.  ;  Captain  Carter,  one,  81b.  ;  Captain  Williams, 
two,  71b.  and  81b.  Aug.  20,  Colonel  Barker,  one,' 
81b. ;  Mr.  Pennell,  two,  6JIb.  and  7ilb. ;  Mr. 
Thwaites,  one,  61b.  ;  John  Sweeny,  one  grilse,  31b.  ; 
Captain  Carter,  four,  71b.,  71b.,  6Jlb.  and  5Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Hainsworth,  two,  61b.  and  71b.  Aug.  21,  Mr 
M'lvor,  five,  91b.,  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  61b.  ;  John 
Sweeny,  four,  9Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  SJlb. ;  Mr. 
Duncy,  three.  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Thwaites,  two,  71b. 
and  81b.  ;  John  Sweeny,  five,  9|-lb.,  8Jlb.,  71b.,  61b., 
and  51b. ;  Mr.  M'lvor,  one,  lib. ;  P.  Harkness,  two, 
71b.  and  81b.  Captain  Carter  killed  fifteen  fish  in 
two  weeks.  The  Fishery  Company  and  the  hotel 
proprietors  came  to  an  arrangement  by  which  these 
waters  can  be  fished  for  2s.  6d.  per  day  or  10s.  per 
week. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina).— Fishing  on  the  Moy  during  the 
week  was  good,  some  nice  fish  being  taken.  Colonel 
Gardie  got  one  every  day,  and  lost  a  few  more. 
Captain  Lynch- Cone  got  some  nice  fish — three  on 
Monday  (241b.),  three  on  Tuesday  (201b.),  and  lost 
a  few  more,  and  Mr.  George  Glynn  got  a  nice  fish 
on  the  lough,  91b.,  and  Mr.  Cutler  got  some  large 
pike  and  some  nice  trout.  All  the  pools  are  well 
stocked  with  fish,  and  the  water  is  in  good  order.— 
John  Deveks. 

Moy,  Lougrhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Continuation  of  fresh  water  in  the  river 
has  prevented  fish  from  taking  the  fly.  Mr.  Scroop 
had  seven  grilse,  weighing  451b.  ;  Mr.  Graham, 
four  grilse,  271b. ;  Mr.  Bell,  six  grilse,  351b. ;  Mr. 
Berry,  eight  grilse,  511b.  ;  best  take  of  sea-trout  to 
one  rod,  in  one  day,  twenty,  161b.  Some  nice  trout 
have  been  got  on  the  loughs.  A  few  days  will  put 
the  river  in  good  order,  and  good  sport  is  sure  to 
follow  then. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co,  Donegal).— Both  the 
rivers  and  lakes  were  too  high  for  the  best  fishing 
lately.  The  baskets  recently  made  included  the 
following :— Mr.  Hall  and  Dr.  Hudson,  on  Dungloe, 
nine  sea-trout,  one  a  8-pounder  killed  by  Mr.  Hall ; 
Mr.  Christie,  in  two  days  on  Loughanure,  two 
salmon  and  four  sea-trout ;  Dr.  Hobson,  on  Dungloe, 
six  sea-trout,  heaviest  2Jlb.  ;  Mr,  Cameron,  on 
Dungloe,  five  sea-trout,  up  to  IJlb.  ;  Miss  Hobson, 
two  days  on  Loughanure,  seven  sea-trout,  heaviest 
2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Carter,  on  Loughanane,  seven  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  Percival,  in  two  days,  nineteen  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Thompson,  in  two  days,  twelve  sea-trout,  on  Derry- 
aneel;  Mr.  Belcher,  on  Meenleeknalore,  five  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Raynor,  in  two  days,  eight  sea-trout, 
one  a  5-pounder,  on  Tully  and  Dungloe  ;  Dr.  Blagg, 
on  Dungloe,  five  sea- trout ;  Mr.  Morgan,  jun.,  half- 
a-dozen  sea-trout,  heaviest  3|lb. ;  Major  Langford, 
four  sea-trout;  Mr.  French,  five  sea-trout;  Mr. 
Muriel,  four  sea-trout. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Weather  still,  as  a 
rule,  very  wet,  and  the  water  is  now  pretty  high; 
this  is  very  favourable,  and  will,  no  doubt,  improve 
the  fishing  for  September.  The  stock  of  fish  is 
large,  and  prospects  of  sport  are  decidedly  good. 
On  the  Summerhill  fishery.  Captain  B.  Vincent 
killed  six  peal,  weighing  7Jlb.,  5JIb.,  51b.,  31b,, 
3^1b,,  and  41b.,  respectively.  Trout  fishers  are 
having  pretty  good  sport.  —  John  Eneiqht  and 
Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Zillaloe).  —  On 

Monday  last  R.  Johnson  and  John  Lyons,  fishing 
for  Mr.  F.  C.  Henry,  of  London,  killed  two  salmon 
weighing  1 8 Jib.  and  151b.  On  what  is  wrongfully 
called  the  "free  water"  a  few  grilse  were  taken 
this  week.  We  expect  when  the  water  runs  down 
the  September  and  October  salmon,  grilse,  and 
trout  fishing  will  improve. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Fine  sport  has  been  had  at 
pollack,  whiting,  gurnard,  and  bream.  On  one  day 
four  anglers,  out  for  about  six  hours,  caught  thirty- 
seven  pollack,  running  from  31b.  to  111b.  On 
Monday  last,  a  boat  containing  five  anglers  had 
337  fish,  consisting  of  whiting,  bream,  and  gurnard. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — Numbers  of  boat  anglers  were  off  on 
August  23,  since  which  we  have  had  another  gale 
from  the  west  and  very  rough  sea.  On  the  23rd 
two  men  with  a  net,  about  thirty  yards  in  length, 
and  about  six  feet  in  depth — floated  and  leaded — 
fished  over  the  rocks  of  the  Kemp  Town  end  of 
Brighton,  at  low  water,  and  caught  a  fine  lot  of 
plaice  in  the  course  of  half-an-hour.  Hence  I 
advise  anglers  to  fish  near  the  shore. — "  H." 

Darrjmane  (co.  Kerry;.— The  weather  being 
favourable,  good  sport  has  been  had  around  here  at 
pollack,  but  only  poor  sport  has  been  had  at  other 
fish.  Rock  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  fair 
sport  has  been  had  on  many  days  with  wrasse  and 
pollack.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  and  water  have  been  very 
unsettled  lately,  and  in  consequence  sport  has  been 
very  slack,  although  I  have  every  reason  to  antici- 


pate there  is  fair  sport  to  be  obtained  when  the 
weather  and  water  get  more  settled.-  Mr.  Linfoot, 
fishing  off  Walmer  on  Saturday.  Aug.  22,  hooked 
and  landed  three  conger,  one  codling,  two  dogfish, 
and  raised  a  conger  about  81b.  or  101b.  to  top  of 
water,  and  on  account  of  not  having  any  gafi  in 
the  boat  it  broke  away  ;  a  few  decent  takes  of 
fiat  fish,  also  a  few  whiting  and  codling,  have  been 
landed  from  the  vicinity  of  Sandown  Castle.  To-day, 
Aug-  26,  wind  westerly,  more  settled,  and  water 
smooth ;  and  a  few  decent  takes  of  codling  and 
pout  landed  from  the  Malms. — Edwaed  Hangee 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  No  material  improvement 
has  recently  been  experienced  in  local  sport,  the 
weather  having  been  remarkably  unsettled  and 
stormy.  A  strong  array  of  visiting  anglers  have 
daily  put  in  an  appearance,  but  their  united  efforts 
have  yielded  only  very  meagre  returns.  A  few  dog- 
fish and  one  sole,  together  with  a  score  or  two  of 
small  poutings,  constituted  the  entire  day's  catch 
on  Saturday,  Aug.  22,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr. 
Burgess  had  one  decent  coddling,  Mr.  Glen  two 
pollack  and  some  twenty-four  others  one  sole,  two 
dogfish,  and  about  a  dozen  pouting  between  them. 
A  strong  south-west  wind  prevailed  on  Monday 
(Aug.  24),  the  fishing  deck  being  partially  submerged 
at  high  water,  rendering  fishing  operations  inopera- 
tive for  several  hours.  A  sole,  an  eel,  and  a  few 
pouting  made  up  the  sum  total  on  Tuesday  (Aug. 
25),  and  the  following  day  yielded  but  Uttle  better 
sport,  a  codling  taken  by  Mr.  Fenn  proving  top- 
weight  for  the  day.  Given  a  few  days  of  settled 
weather  and  south  or  south-west  winds  fish  of  all 
kinds  should  be  fairly  plentiful  in  this  locality. — 
J.  Richabdson,  B.S.A.S. 

Penzance. — Moderate  sport  owing  to  unsettled 
weather.  A  good  many  anglers  here.  Two  members 
of  theJB.S.A.S.  had  for  ten  days'  sport,  twenty-seven 
pollack,  sixty-six  bream,  four  mackerel,  fifteen 
whiting,  twenty-eight  wrasse,  fliteen  conger,  nine 
gurnard,  nine  dogfish,  six  crayfish  (one  speci- 
men of  81b.  2ozs.),  one  ling,  and  nine  pouting. 
Mr.  Rosenthal  had,  in  four  catches  this  week, 
seventy -two  bream,  four  gurnard,  thirteen  whiting, 
eleven  pollack,  two  conger,  four  wrasse,  seven 
mackerel  (large  average  Iflb.  each),  and  one  shark, 
4ft.  long.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymonth. — We  have  had  very  unsettled  weather 
during  the  week,  consequently  very  little  fishing, 
unless  in  the  sheltered  parts  of  the  bay  and  estuaries. 
Large  pollack  are  being  taken,  and  bass  are  as 
plentiful  as  ever.  The  youthful  fishermen  that 
frequent  our  piers  and  rocks  during  the  School 
Board  holidays  are  catching  a  lot  of  small  conger 
about  2ft.  6in.  in  length  ;  they  are  very  acceptable 
for  a  meal,  besides  affording  good  sport  and  healthy 
exercise.  Their  outfit  as  a  rule  consists  of  a  penny 
line  and  a  "  ha'porth  "  of  Exeter- eyed  hooks,  using  a 
piece  of  iron  or  stone  for  a  sinker.  The  mackerel 
are  still  taking  on  the  ground  with  a  paternoster  or 
leger  line,  with  hooks  baited  with  squid  or  pilchard, 
or  even  a  piece  of  the  mackerel  itself. — W.  Heaedeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — The  weather  for  some  considerable 
time  has  made  angling  unpleasant,  if  not  impossible. 
There  is  now  some  slight  improvement,  and  we  must 
trust  for  better  things.  Between  j  Dump  ton  Gap 
and  Broadstairs  some  of  the  bigger  boats  ,have  had 
sport  with  congers  and  dogfish,  with  here  and  there 
a  nice  plaice,  and  on  the  Pegwell  Bay  side  a  few 
nice  strings  of  sand  dabs  and  plaice;  from  the  har- 
bours and  piers  some  silver  eels  and  congers  have 
been  taken,  Mr.  Laker  has  had  several  of  the  latter 
up  to  71b.  Smelts  have  been  fairly  plentiful,  land 
afforded  juvenile  anglers  considerable  amusement. 

Gbey  Mullet. 


Jlssociafions,  cic. 

BooTLE  Angling  Association. 
On  Aug.  22  the  twenty-fourth  outing  of  the  year 
was  held  at  Cheater.  The  party  found  the  river 
bank  high  owing  to  the  recent  heavy  rains  and 
floods,  and  the  result  was  very  disappointing.  The 
prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  Grundy,  Bayley,  Godfrey, 
and  Waller.  To  commemorate  the  mayoralty  of  our 
esteemed  president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Clemmey,  we  have 
an  outing  on  Sept.  17  to  the  river  Dee,  and  a  contest 
in  our  club  water  at  Crosby  on  Sept.  19 — T.  Tatneb. 

Bbitish  Sea  Anglees'  Society. 
At  Fetter  Lane  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Colquhoun 
Kemp  occupied  the  chair.  A  large  number  of 
reports  from  the  Society's  station  agents  were  read 
and  commented  upon.  Stormy  and  unsuitable 
weather  had  prevailed  all  round  the  coast,  sadly 
interfering  with  the  sport  everywhere.  At  Dover 
good  fish  were  being  taken  by  the  trawl.  At 
Parkstone,  Bournemouth,  a  four  days'  catch  was 
represented  by  fourteen  dozen  mixed  fish, 
including    conger    of    191b.     5oz.,     4ilb.,  and 


31b.  5oz.,  good  pouting,  pollack  up  to  141b.,  and 
a  good  plaice  41b.  6oz.  At  Penzance,  two 
members  had  .large  takes  of  bream  and  pollack, 
wrasse,  whiting,  gurnard  and  conger,  and  a  few 
mackerel;  Dr.  Bateman,  at  Lochinver,  Sutherland- 
shire,  a  haddock  of  41b.,  sea-bream  of  31b.  3oz.  At 
Salcombe,  bass  were  being  taken  of  31b.  to  51b.  ; 
East  Looe,  pollack  from  81b. ;  Burton  Port,  Donegal, 
good  takes  of  soles,  haddock  and  plaice,  whiting, 
gurnard,  and  pollack.  In  Walmer  Hole,  codling  of 
41b.  to  51b.,  pouting  and  conger,  and  the  inevitable 
dog  of  kinds.  Mr.  Hall  had  been  fishing  at  Penzance 
and  had  twelve  out  of  sixteen  days  afloat  with  fair 
sport,  but  the  fish  did  not  run  large.  One  141b. 
pollack,  however,  afforded  much  sport;  hake  and 
cod  nothing  remarkable.  Reported  boats  and  men 
good  and  reasonable,  but  grounds  were  distant  and 
necessitated  much  pulling  going  and  returning,  the 
motor-boats  being  just  now  very  fully  occupied  with 
kippers,  Mr.  Tucker,  having  promising  reports,  had 
been  down  to  Dover,  fishing  there  off  St.  Margaret's 
Bay.  Owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  water,  fish 
would  not  bite,  and  the  gale  on  Sunday  night  put  a 
sudden  end  to  all  fishing.  Mr.  W.  K.  Sumners,  at 
Newhaven,  reported  taking  pouting  up  to  31b.  and 
dabs,  but  nothing  over  |lb.  The  first  season's 
catch  of  herring  was  reported  from  Yarmouth,  and 
great  scarcity  of  pilchard  at  Penzance. — Hon. 
Repoetee. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Head  presided  over  the  weekly  meeting 
on  Tuesday  last.  We  were  very  pleased  to  receive 
visits  from  Dr.  Simpson  Ladell  and  Mr.  Dryden. 
The  former  humorously  described  his  attempts  at 
preserving  an  opah  which  had  been  sent  him,  and 
he  would  doubtless  have  succeeded,  but  it  was,  he 
said,  a  bit  too  "high  "  to  show  with  advantage  in 
a  glass  case.  He,  however,  showed  a  very  cleverly 
executed  sketch,  by  his  daughter,  of  this  brilliantly 
coloured  fish.  Dr.  Ladell  was  suitably  thanked  for  his 
courtesy.  Mr.  Dryden  gave  an  account  of  a  fishing 
holiday  on  the  West  Coast  of  Scotland,  and  from  his 
description  of  the  scenery  and  fishing  it  would  appear 
to  be  an  ideal  spot  for  the  angler,  especially  the 
pike  angler.  He  met  with  a  very  hearty  welcome 
from  the  natives.  Mr.  F.  Reed  has  taken  a  quantity 
of  sea-bream,  pouting  and  conger,  during  a  trip  to 
the  south  coast,  and  has  also  had  some  good  roach 
from  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Gill  has  also  had  a  nice  basket 
of  good- class  roach  from  the  same  place.  Messrs. 
F.  A.  Gray  and  W.  P.  Salmond  have  taken  some 
nice  roach  and  chub  from  the  Kennet.  Mr.  J.  T. 
Emery  and  Mr.  Eldred  visited  the  Lea  and  had  fair 
baskets  of  perch,  roach  and  chub.  The  Chess  has 
during  the  last  week  suffered  from  too  much  water, 
and  fly-fishing  has  been  poor  in  consequence. 
Members  having  surplus  tackle,  etc.,  should  send  it 
to  the  Manchester  Hotel  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
A.B.S.— Hon.  Sec. 

City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society. 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presided  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday 
last,  when  fishing  reports  were  made  as  follows  : — 
Mr.  Begeinie,  roach  from  the  Lea;  Mr.  Hurren, 
roach  and  dace  from  Bourne  End ;  whilst  Mr. 
Maynard,  from  the  vicinity  of  Wimborne,  had  also 
had  good  roach,  many  considerably  over  lib.  in 
weight,  up  to  nearly  l^lb.,  besides  jack.  Dr.  Ladell 
exhibited  a  clever  coloured  study — for  future 
elaboration — by  Miss^  Ladell  of  the  opah  or  king- 
fi.sh  recently  shown,  receiving  concurrently  with 
the  artist  the  thanks  of  the  meeting.  It  has  been 
provisionally  arranged  that  the  general  fishing  com- 
petition on  Sept.  8  next  shall  take  place  at 
Huntingdon,  the  fishing  there  being  very  good,  and 
the  train  service  quite  suitable  ;  further  particulars 
in  next  report.  The  hon.  secretary  announced  that 
he  had  had  further  applications  from  gentlemen 
wishing  to  join  the  society.  The  usual  toast  and  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  a  very  popular  chairman 
closed  the  proceedings. 

HiGHBUEY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  R.  S.  Woodruff  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Aug.  26.  The  special  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  conditions  under  which  the  club 
championship  should  be  fished  merely  submitted  a 
minority  report  and  the  matter  was  adjourned 
until  next  meeting.  Our  team  competing  in  the 
A.  A.  Shield  competition,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Woodruff,  Potter,  Dunn,  Rayner,  G.  Parsons,  and 
Shaw,  met  the  team  of  the  Serapis  on  Aug.  23  and 
were  easily  defeated.  However,  they  all  thoroughly 
enjoyed  meeting  such  good  sportsmen  as  their 
opponents,  and  a  friendly  match  is  on  the  tapis  as 
a  result  of  their  experiment. — G.  W. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
'Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Slanual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Mai'ston  and  Co. , 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  very  heavy  rains  Bince  my 
last  notes  were  despatched  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  19, 
last.  The  Thursday  following  was  a  day  to  be 
remembered,  and  so  was  Monday,  Aug.  24,  as  it 
rained  in  torrents  on  both  days,  and  the  whole  of 
our  local  rivers  and  streams  were  in  a  very  flooded 
and  unfishable  state.  Still  Aug.  23  was  a  nice 
enjoyable  day,  and  a  large  number  of  anglers 
turned  out,  but  sport  was  below  the  average. 
Canals  and  pool  fishing  was  the  order  of  the  day. 
A  contest  was  fished  at  Upton-on-Severn  by  the 
members  of  the  Salmon  Society  on  Aug.  23,  when 
the  whole  of  the  members  competed  for  a  grand 
collection  of  prizes,  the  result  being  that  Mr.  Turner 
was  first,  Mr.  S.  Terry  second,  and  Mr.  A.  Higgs 
third  ;  the  first  prize-winner's  weight  was  lib.  4oz. 
The  prizes  will  be  distributed  on  Monday  evening 
next  at  the  Salmon  Inn,  Severn  street.  Pool 
fishing  has  been  good,  as  the  recent  rains 
have  put  the  fish  on  the  move,  and  also  the 
water  in  good  condition.  At  Olton  reservoir  the 
water  is  in  grand  condition,  and  some  fine  catches 
of  roach  and  perch  have  been  taken  by  subscribers. 
The  Sutton  Park  and  Cannon  Hill  pools  have  been 
fished  with  great  success,  and  good  baskets  have 
been  the  order  of  the  day.  I  hear  that  the 
Good  Intent  Society  have  eocured  some  fine 
water  for  their  members  at  Aldmaston ;  seven 
members  went  to  fish  the  water  recently.  I 
have  seen  some  very  good  fish  brought  from  the 
Stratford-on- Avon  district  during  the  past  few  days. 
The  canal  in  this  neighbourhood  is  good.  The 
canal  at  Alrewas  is  to  be  rented  by  the  Birmingham 
and  District  Association  for  the  use  of  the  members 
(boatmen  and  others  barred).  The  fish  at  Defford 
are  feeding  well,  and  with  a  spell  of  fine  weather 
sport  should  be  good. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  were  badly  wanting  a  fresh,  and  the 
excessive  rainfall  has  brought  about  an  all-round 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  waters.  Be- 
tween the  storms  local  rods  on  the  Forty -foot  have 
done  very  well  amongst  roach  and  perch,  and  bags 
of  7lb.  and  81b.  have  been  made.  The  writer  killed 
some  fine  perch  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Neslam  Bridge  a  week  ago,  including  one  of 
lib.  8oz.  Roach  have  run  up  to  lib  ,  and  rudd  to 
l:^lb.  Bream  fishing  has  been  prosecuted  with 
some  degree  of  success  on  the  Witham  and  its 
tributaries,  but,  like  other  branches  of  sport,  this 
has  suffered  somewhat  by  the  low  and  bright 
condition  of  the  waters. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  grand  sport  is  now  being  had  in  most  parts 
of  the  river  Ancholme.  Mr.  G.  Simpson,  of  Hull, 
fishing  near  Coal  Dyke  and  at  Brigg  last  week, 
secured  281b.  of  bream  at  one  sitting;  and  other 
anglers  have  had  fairly  good  catches.  The  Hull 
Wednesday  Angling  Association  fished  another 
match  near  Castlethorpe  Bridge  on  Wednesday  last, 
and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  W.  Chapman  securing  81b, 
of  fish  for  first  prize.  The  Clarence  A,A.  held  an 
open  match  on  Saturday  afternoon  last,  on  the  river 
at  Ferriby  Sluice,  when  about  200  anglers  entered, 
and  after  about  two  hours'  fishing,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow 
was  declared  the  winner  of  the  first  prize  with 
31b.  4Joz.  The  river  Hull  is  now  in  first-class  trim 
and  roach  feeding  well  in  most  parts,  both  at 
maggot  and  paste.  Mr.  Cheeseman  secured  fifteen 
good  fish  with  the  latter  bait  on  Minto  Flatts,  on 
the  2l8t ;  and  other  anglers  have  had  good  baskets 
from  Grovehill,  Weelferry,  Wawne,  and  Dunswell. 
For  paste  fishing  the  tides  will  be  very  suitable  in 
these  lower  waters  for  the  coming  week. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Last  Saturday  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion had  the  annual  medal  competition  at  Agden 
,  Bridge,  109  entered  and  105  fished.  [Mr.  S.  Thomas 
repeated  his  last  year's  success  and  gained  the  first 
place,  with  21b.  loz.  3dr.  ;  the  other  weights  were 
unusually  satisfactory.  The  King  Edward  VII. 
Angling  Society,  at  a  second  attempt,  just 
managed  to  award  the  five  deferred  prizes. 
They  must  really  go  to  a  better  place  for  the 
next  match.  The  Mersey  Angling  Society,  in 
their  last  match,  appear  to  have  had  any 
amount  of  fish,  but  nothing  is  said  of  the  size. 
The  Fletcher  Angling  Society,  Farnworth,  are  due 
at  Worsley  to-day  to  fish  a  match  for  valuable  and 
useful  prizes.  The  Openshaw  "  Stars  "  at  Saxilby 
on  Aug.  23  had  a  successful  club  contest,  Mr.  E. 
Holt  heading  the  list ;  sport,  however,  was  poor. 
The  Openshaw  "Centrals"  at  AUhorpe  on  Aug.  23 
bad  a  successful  contest  at  Althorpe,  and  after  good 


sport,  Mr.  S.  Wood  secured  the  first  prize.  Their 
private  waters  are  doing  well.  Angling  matters  at 
Liverpool  continue  brisk  and  interesting.  The 
Ardwick  Anglers  are  due  at  Saxilby  to-morrow. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  City  rod  at  Lowestoft  appears  to  be  enjoying 
his  visit  immensely,  and  evidently  is  not  lacking 
company,  for  he  speaks  of  crowds  of  anglers  from 
the  capital  and  other  centres.  The  Britannia 
Anglers  have  now  a  handsome  chub  (61b.  2oz.) 
adorning  their  club  walls,  caught  by  one  of  the 
members.  Their  next  is  at  Broken  Cross.  The 
Stag  Anglers  fish  their  next  match  at  Althorpe, 
and  the  Duchy  at  Irlam,  vice  Waverton.  The 
Moss  Side  Socials  are  busy  this  week  end 
completing  the  final  round  of  the  club  championship 
competition  at  North wich.  A  member  of  the  King- 
fisher Angling  Society  had  two  nice  trout  from 
their  waters  on  Saturday,  August  22,  the  largest 
lib.  9oz.  A  nine  bream  21b.  llioz.  was  taken  by  a 
member  of  the  "30"  Club  from  their  waters  on 
Aug.  20.  City  rods  are  delighted  at  the  consistent 
way  the  Bollin  is  fishing,  and  although  no  heavy 
catches  are  reported  yet  some  fish  are  landed  every 
time  it  is  fished. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Adverse  weather  has  prevailed,  and  on  Wednes 
day  night  the  Trent  contained  over  four  feet  of 
extra  water.  Angling  pursuits  have  been  quieter 
than  usual,  and  the  change  in  the  condition 
of  the  river  has  placed  a  temporary  check  on 
barbelling.  Visitors  to  Kelham  have  taken  a 
few  large  chub  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob-worm, 
and  at  Shardlow  Messrs.  J.  Greaves,  F.  Gamble, 
and  F.  Hewson  have  scored  amongst  eels,  of  which 
there  seems  to  be  an  abundance  this  season.  The 
coloured  water  has  affected  roach  fishing  with 
creed  wheat,  and  there  has  been  less  doing 
amongst  dace  with  gentles.  At  Shelford  Mr.  E. 
Winterbottom  and  Mr.  T.  Quarles  have  secured 
a  variety  of  coarse  fish,  and  sundry  perch  of 
exceptional  size  have  again  been  met  with  in 
Mr.  J.  Webster's  private  lake  at  Wilford.  On 
Thursday  (Aug.  20)  members  of  the  City  Piscatorial 
Society  engaged  in  a  competition  for  valuable  prizes 
at  Barton  and  Attenborough.  Seventeen  took  part, 
but  owing  to  unfavourable  weather  only  one  fish 
was  creeled.  This  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  E.  Piggot, 
who  was  warmly  congratulated  on  his  success. 
Members  of  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Association 
were  due  to  fish  a  match  on  Thursday  (Aug.  27)  at 
Trent  Lock. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  Severn  and  Teme  are  full  of  coloured 
water,  and  at  the  present  time  (Aug.  26)  the  water 
is  still  rising,  and  there  is  every  appearance  of  the 
rain  continuing.  The  nights  have  been  bitterly 
cold,  and  fires  a  necessity.  Fortunately  for  the 
anglers  in  this  district,  the  Avon  has  been  little 
affected  by  the  rain,  and  that  river  has  been  exten- 
sively patronised,  and  I  hoar  of  capital  catches  of 
bream  and  roach  being  had  all  down  the  river 
from  above  Evesham  down  to  Twyning  Fleet. 
Messrs.  Bowen  and  J.  Harris  of  the  Fountain  Club 
had  capital  sport  among  the  roach  on  Aug.  23  at 
Defford ;  those  of  Harris  were  a  grand  lot,  all  large, 
several  over  lib.  each.  Creed  wheat  the  killing 
bait.  There  is  a  big  run  of  eels  in  the  Severn,  and 
a  great  number  have  been  taken. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Saturday's  matches  included  the  chief  one  of  the 
season  in  connection  with  the  Yorkshire  Herald 
Angling  Club,  fished  in  the  Derwent  on  Wheldrake 
Ings,  by  permission  of  the  Ings  Masters.  The 
weather  was  favourable,  but  a  rather  deep  fresh 
was  running,  although  carrying  very  little  colour. 
The  thirty-two  competitors  experienced  a  rapidly- 
receding  tide  and  a  somewhat  troublesome  wind  in 
places,  but  the  general  conditions  were  not  unsatis- 
factory. It  so  happened  that  every  man  had  fish, 
but  the  catch  all  round  was  small.  Mr.  E.  Taylor, 
the  chairman  of  the  club,  was  first  prize 
winner,  with  lib.  13Joz.  weight  of  fish.  After 
the  match  the  members  assembled  at  the  Wen- 
lock  [Arms  Hotel,  Wheldrake,  for  dinner,  when 
Mr.  A.  H.  Fletcher,  the  president,  presented 
the  challenge  cup  offered  by  Captain  A.  E.  Brown, 
of  Herne  Hill,  London,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Shannon,  of 
York,  to  Mr.  Taylor,  the  winner,  who  also  received  a 
gold  medal,  the  gift  of  Mr.  J.  Johnson,  who  was 
third  winner,  Mr.  W.  Knowles  being  second. 
Weather  favoured  the  opening  match  of  the  York 
Corporation  Staff  Club  in  the  Ouse,  near  Naburn, 
and  there  was  exciting  sport.  Mr.  Geo.  Durm  led 
with  lib.  lOJoz.  The  special  for  Guildhall  com- 
petitors for  most  fish  went  to  T.  H.  Spetch ;  E. 
Wrigley  had  the  largest  fish.  The  Clarence  Club, 
the  winners  of  the  shield  in  connection  with  the 


Affiliated  Working  Men's  Club  Association,  were 
recently  presented  with  the  trophy  in  presence  of  a 
large  company.  The  Tadcaster  A.A.'s  annual  home 
match  in  the  club's  waters  on  Saturday,  August  22, 
brought  up  sixty-seven  competitors,  and  the  leading 
winner  was  Mr.  W.  Gowshall,  21b.  14oz. 


■glofes  from  ti)c  iTorf^. 

With  the  advent  of  fine  weather  splendid  sport 
is  being  had  all  over  the  north,  especially  tidal  and 
loch  angling  resorts. 


The  Queen  enjoyed  an  afternoon  on  Loch  Muick 
trout  angling  to-day  (Monday),  and  I  hear  that  she 
made  a  very  good  basket.  Princess  Victoria  had 
also  a  good  creel. 


The  Duchess  of  Fife  one  day  last  week  creeled 
three  fine  fish  to  her  own  rod,  and  on  another 
occasion  two.  The  thundery  weather  was  against 
her  last  week,  but  the  conditions  are  now  first-rate. 

Davie  Nicoll,  keeper  to  Mr.  Baird,  Durris,  Ras  the 
record  for  the  two  heaviest  fish  on  the  Dee  to  the 
rod  this  year.  He  creeled  one  of  371b.  during  the 
opening  days  of  the  season,  and  one  the  other  day 
of  401b.  which  will  be  hard  to  beat. 


Mr.  John  Byres-Leake  is  having  a  few  days'  sea- 
trout  angling  on  the  Collieston  Ythan  water.  He 
had  a  very  fine  fishing  season  in  the  Western 
Islands,  but  too  desolate  to  be  enjoyable  otherwise. 

Mr.  Young  Milton,  of  Gight,  an  expert  angler  of 
the  first  order,  believes  strongly  in  colour.  As  a 
rule,  blue  for  fresh-run  fish,  and  green  or  anything 
else  but  blue  for  stale  ones. 


The  tidal  reaches  of  the  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  Ugie, 
Findbom,  etc.,  are  teeming  with  fresh-run  finnock 
and  sea-trout,  and  anglers  are  daily  making  baskets 
up  to  101b.  and  121b. 

These  are  the  top  weights.  The  average  is  much 
less,  but  all  over  the  sport  is  good,  and  that  has 
not  been  the  case  very  often  this  season. 

The  salmon  fishing  season  closed  on  Wednesday, 
the  26th  inst.  A  little  behind  last  year,  but  on  the 
whole  an  average  season. 

The  nets  being  off,  all  the  fish  are  now  to  the 
angler,  and  the  back-end  season  will  begin  in 
earnest. 


The  Prince  of  Wales  comes  to  Speyside  for  grouse 
with  the  Sassoons  at  Tulchan  Lodge,  but  later  on 
returns  to  join  the  Duke  of  Richmond  a  id  Gordon's 
party  for  the  salmon  angUng  on  the  Spey. 

Sport  in  the  Shetlands  is  improving  with  the 
weather  as  elsewhere,  but  up  till  lately  anglers 
going  north  there  have  had  to  rough  it  much  more 
than  is  usually  the  case.  But  then  that  is  just 
anglers'  luck  all  over.  Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS; 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

5,082.  Fishing.  Patentee:  J.  H.  Lee,  4,  Elm- 
grove,  Peckham,  Surrey.  Artificial  bait. 
The  natural  shells  forming  the  spinning 
bait  described  in  specification  No.  21,544, 
1901,  are  replaced  by  artificial  ones,  made 
of  metal  or  other  rigid  substance.  The 
necessary  buoyancy  may  be  secured  by 
causing  the  over-lapping  shells  to  form 
an  air  chamber  ;  or  this  chamber  may  be 
filled  up  with  cork,  etc. 

7,627.    Fishing.     Patentees:   C.  Wyers  and  O. 

Wyers,  trading  as  Wyers  Fr  feres,  30, 
Quai  de  Louvre,  Paris.  Artificial  bait. 
The  vanes  are  made  as  extensions  of  a 
washer,  which  are  secured  between  the 
body  and  the  head,  which  are  screwed 
together. 

8,994.  Fishing.  Patentee :  G.  Paley,  1 5,  Ribbles- 
dale-place,  Preston,  Lanes.  Landing- 
nets.  The  net  ring  is  formed  by  a  spring 
hoop,  one  end  of  which  is  passed  through 
a  hole  in  a  plate,  while  the  other  end  is 
bent  to  a  U-shape  to  engage  in  a  similar 
way  with  two  holes.  To  close  the  net 
the  hoop  is  pressed  to  disengage  the  end 
from  one  hole,  and  the  ring  is  then 
rotated  into  the  closed  position. 
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"As  for  me,  /  prize  most  a  shady,  smooth,  and 
tranquil  life." — Montaigne. 


A  SEQUEL  to  salmon  fishing  in  Filey  Bay  on 
June  30  was  heard  at  the  Filey  Police  Court  on 
August  21.  It  appeared  that  a  number  of  fishermen 
were  out,  and  used  fixed  nets  for  the  purpose  of 
catching  salmon,  contrary  to  the  bye-laws  of  the 
Yorkshire  Fisheries  Board.  The  offenders  who 
appeared  were  Matthew  Jenkinson,  Wm.  Dye,  and 
Matthew  Robinson.  All  were  summoned  for  having 
used  a  "  fixed  engine" — a  net  for  catching  salmon, 
secured  and  made  fast — in  Filey  Bay  on  June  30, 
and  further  for  using  drag  nets,  not  fastened  to 
the  boat,  but  allowed  to  drag  or  fioat  with  the 
tide,  contrary  to  bye  -  law  4,  sub  -  section  F, 
of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fisheries  District,  at  Filey  on  the  same  date. 
Mr.  H.  Wray,  of  Hull,  who  appeared  to  prosecute, 
said  there  were  eleven  summonses  in  all,  taken 
under  the  Salmon  and  Fresh  Water  Fisheries  Acts 
and  under  the  bye-laws  of  the  Board.  He  thought 
it  would  save  time  if  all  these  summonses  were 
taken  together,  as  they  all  arose  out  of  the  same 
offence.  If  that  course  were  taken,  he  would  take 
the  cases  under  the  Statute  and  under  the  bye- 
law  together,  because  they  were  for  the  same 
offences.  The  Board  had  expressly  instructed  him 
that  they  did  not  wish  to  press  the  cases.  Mr. 
Wray  said  the  proceedings  were  instituted  under 
Acts  of  Parliament,  which  were  perfectly  clear  to 
anybody  who  wished  to  conform  to  them.  The 
Board's  chief  idea  in  taking  the  cases  was  to  let 
the  fishermen  know  what  was  right  and  what  was 
wrong.  It  would  be  quite  sufficient  for  that  purpose 
if  a  merely  nominal  penalty  were  imposed.  The 
magistrates  said  they  would  impose  a  fine  of  2s.  6d. 
in  each  case,  without  costs  and  make  no  confisca- 
tion. 


A  STEONG  rumour  has  reached  me  that  Frensham 
Pond  will  shortly  have  a  big  addition  to  its  already 
well-stocked  water,  as  a  large  private  lake  in  the 
near  neighbourhood  is  about  to  be  netted  and 
drained  (first  time  for  about  fifteen  years)  with  a 
view  of  restocking  with  trout,  and  the  owner  has 
generously  offered  to  transfer  the  present  occupants 
to  "the  Pond."  I  shall  probably  be  able  shortly 
to  advise  actual  date  of  netting,  as  many  readers 
might  like  to  be  present  at  the  event,  a  haul  of  fine 
and  heavy  fish  being  confidently  expected. 


Mb.  J OHN  Hendebson,  a  member  of  the  Blenheim 
Angling  Society,  has  captured  a  fine  chub,  scaling 
41b.  7oz.  It  was  taken  near  Tilehurst,  and  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  Cooper  for  preservation.  I  may 
add  that  this  nice  fish  was  captured  in  the  open 
water. 


On  Sept.  5  the  Gresham  Anglers  have  an  outing 
to  Chesham,  and  on  the  8th  Mr.  C.  J.  Hay  ward  will 
(at  headquarters)  open  a  discussion  on  "  Fishing  at 
Kelvedon."  On  the  12th  there  will  be  an  outing  to 
Kelvedon,  on  the  19th  an  outing  to  Leigh,  and  on 
the  26th  the  closing  dinner  at  Chesham. 


While  fishing  on  Aug.  21  near  Boston,  Lincoln- 
shire, Mr.  W.  E.  Jeffries  (a  London  angler)  landed 
a  pike  of  151b. 


The  Epsom  Anglers  had  a  delightful  outing 
recently  at  Cobham  Court.  The  four  prizes  fished 
for  were  all  taken  ;  Messrs.  Lefever,  Tanton,  Love- 
lock, and  Bus  bridge  being  winners  in  the  order 
named.  The  competitors  had  some  excellent  fish, 
including  a  bream  of  31b.  9oz.,  and  others  scaling 
well  over  21b.  each.  The  water  was  high  and  thick 
owmg  to  the  rains.  A  capital  dinner  at  the  Plough 
Inn,  over  which  Mr.  Beams  presided,  followed  the 
fishing,  and  over  thirty  members  sat  down.  The 
health  of  Mr.  Bennett,  who  kindly  gave  permission 
to  fish  the  water,  was  enthusiastically  honoured,  as 
was  that  of  other  gentlemen  who  had  accorded 
similar  privileges.  The  health  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Skilton, 
their  indefatigable  hon.  sec,  was  also  heartily 
drank,  and  a  few  appropriate  toasts  and  songs 
closed  the  day's  proceedings. 


On  Saturday  morning  a  fatal  angling  accident 
happened  in  the  Thames  near  Teddington.  Henry 
Charles  Reynolds,  of  Putney,  and  a  companion  were 
in  a  punt,  and  in  the  excitement  of  pulling  in  a  fine 
bream  weighing  some  3Jlb.  the  former  over-balanced 
and  fell  into  the  water.  His  friend,  in  attempting 
to  rescue  him,  also  fell  in,  but  fortunately  he  could 
swim  and  got  safely  to  the  bank.  A  couple  of 
anglers  in  a  boat  went  to  the  assistance  of  the 
drowning  man,  but  they  were  too  late. 


The  great  sea  serpent  may  hide  its  diminished 
head,  or  tuck  its  [head  under  its  wing,  poor  thing, 
and  go  to  sleep  in  some  of  the  back  waters.  It  will 
no  longer  have  the  benefit  of  past  advertisement, 
for  another  and  a  greater  hath  arisen  to  give  it 
points  ;  indeed,  it  scarcely  merits  the  benefit  of 
clergy.  Information  has  reached  me  from  Great 
Yarmouth  as  to  the  presence  of  a  snorting  monster, 
the  lashing  of  whose  tail  has  so  disturbed  the  ocean 
as  to  partially  account  for  the  recent  troubles  in 
the  North  Sea.  The  brute  was  reported  to  have 
deserted  the  offing,  or  the  Yarmouth  Roads,  and  to 
have  hidden  away  in  one  of  the  rivers.  The  com- 
munication, which  reached  me  a  few  days  ago  (but 
was  carefully  kept  out  of  the  local  and  London 
papers),  would  have  been  treated  as  a  fairy  tale, 
but  for  its  association  with  the  names  of  certain 
highly-valued  persons  concerned  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  disturber  of  the  public  peace. 

•  »  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Bramley  (whose  con- 
tributions have  frequently  enriched  the  pages  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette),  accompanied  by  Mr.  Robinson 
(of  Rugby),  whose  angling  fame  in  the  Midlands 
has  not  lost  its  former  charms,  left  the  Marine 
View  Boarding  House  (the  proprietor  of  which  is 
Mr.  Frank  Hill,  who  is  distinguished  as  a  skilful 
and  popular  angler),  and  were  piloted  by  Mr.  B. 
Thompson,  the  veteran  angler  and  well-known 
fishing-tackle  maker,  of  II,  North  Market-road.  I 
mention  these  details  as  a  proof  to  my  judgment 
in  accepting  the  story  as  truth,  and  to  assist  in 
warding  off  any  possible  slur  on  my  repute.  The 
party  went  to  Beccles,  on  mischief  bent  with  regard 
to  roach,  rudd,  bream,  and  perch.  The  pilot,  who 
is  usually  very  successful  in  finding  the  swims 
haunted  by  "  big  'uns,"was  very  optimistic  in  respect 
of  luck  on  that  particular  occasion ;  but  even  he 
had  to  cave  in  as  to  what  was  in  store.  While 
punting  on  the  Waveney  they  divined  from  a  snort- 
and  belching  sound  that  the  great  sea-fiend  must  be 
making  its  way  up-stream,  and  could  not  be  many 
miles  away.  They  quickly  pulled  ashore,  equipped 
themselves  with  a  clothes-prop  to  be  used  as  a  rod, 
a  clothes-line  for  a  fishing-line,  and  two  butcher's- 
hooks  (fixed  paternoster  fashion)  on  the  tail  end  of 
the  line.  My  informant  does  not  say  what  bait  they 
used,  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  a  leg  of 
mutton  was  fixed  to  one  hook,  and  a  baron  of  beef 
to  the  other. 

•  *  ♦  *  ♦ 

Later  in  the  day  they  were  surprised  at  a  fearful 
disturbance  in  the  water,  and  a  tearing  tug  and  pull 
which  almost  capsized  the  boat — the  party  were 
evidently  "on  the  job."  They  were  pulled — boat 
and  three  men — for  several  miles  up  stream,  and, 
on  passing  close  to  the  edge  of  an  island,  one  of 
the  party  leaped  bravely  on  to  the  land,  at  great 
risk  of  being  drowned.  Another  of  the  dauntless 
three  flung  the  rod  to  him.  while  the  third 
one  steadied  the  boat.  This  feat  would  have 
been  impracticable,  but  for  the  fact  that  the 
monster  had  just  then  come  to  a  halt  for 
a  minute  in  order  to  take  a  deep  breath, 
apparently  being  rather  fatigued.  The  one  on  the 
island  quickly  lashed  the  line  round  the  trunk  of  a 
tree,  and  so  stopped  the  wandering  habits  of  their 
newly-found  friend.  The  party  discovered  that  it 
was  useless  to  attempt  to  land  their  prey,  having 
no  landing-net  of  sufficient  dimensions. 

»  ♦  *  »  • 

They  rowed  back  to  Beccles,  leaving  the  fish  to 
ponder  on  the  situation,  and  to  amuse  himself  on 
the  impaling  hook,  then  took  train  to  Yar- 
mouth. Next  morning  they  chartered  a  tug, 
which  steamed  vid  Lowestoft  for  the  Waveney. 
On  reaching  the  place  where  they  hoped  to 
commence  the  struggle  with  the  aquatic  demon, 
they  found— what  ?  No  fish,  no  line,  no  tree,  no 
island  !  The  fish  must  have  dragged  the  whole  lot 
away  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  got  away  to  sea. 
A  fleet  of  tugs  is  now  out  in  the  Yarmouth  Roads 
and  along  the  Dogger  Bank  in  search  of  "the 
lost  chord"  and  all  its  belongings;  and  an 
excited  public  hope  that  success  may  reward 
their  exertions.  I  wrote  to  my  correspondent,  asking 
how  such  a  monster  could  get  up  the  narrow 
parts  of  the  Waveney,  and  he  replies  that  the  fish 
is  of  the  telescopic  pattern,  which  enables  it  to 
reduce  its  girth  by  elongating  its  body.  This  ex- 
planation appears  very  satisfactory.  Probably  the 
island  is  of  the  same  pattern  ;  if  so,  that  is  equally 
satisfactory.  'Tis  strange,  and  passing  strange ; 
but  not  more  strange  than  true. 


"  Feom  the  report  of  Sir  William  Crookes  and 
Professor  Dewar  of  218  samples  examined  during 
the  month,  216  were  foimd  to  be  clear,  bright,  and 
well  filtered ;  and  two  samples  were  recorded  as 
slightly  turbid.  Of  307  daily  samples  taken  from 
the  filter  wells  of  the  metropolitan  water  companies 
nineteen,  or  6'1  per  cent.,  were  sterile.   These  results 


show  a  great  improvement  in  the  bacteriological 
quality  of  the  water  during  the  past  month."  This 
is  undoubtedly  a  very  satisfactory  water  report.  I 
only  wish  that  I  could  say  the  same  as  regards  the 
water  (rain  water)  which  has  so  recently  inundated 
"  Drag  Mansion."  But  there,  no  doubt  others  have 
heard  that  "  we  have  had  some  rain." 


The  following  appeared  in  the  Gloucester  Citizen  : 
"The prizes  gained  in  the  Oddfellows'  recent  angling 
competition  were  distributed  on  Saturday  evening 
at  the  Oddfellows'  Hall,  Gloucester.  Mr.  F.  Stan  way, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  presided,  and  made  the 
presentations,  with  a  few  suitable  words  to  each  of 
the  recipients.  He  congratulated  the  club  on  the 
success  which  had  attended  them,  and  said  they 
had  shown  conclusively  that  they  were  able  to  do 
as  well,  or  better,  than  other  clubs,  even  in  the 
very  worst  weather.  Their  chief  object,  however, 
was  not  the  taking  of  prizes,  or  even  the  catching 
of  fish,  but  to  provide  a  means  of  recreation  and 
social  enjoyment  for  the  members.  A  somewhat 
unusual  event  provided  considerable  interest  and 
amusement  for  those  who  were  present.  This  arose 
from  a  claim  made  by  one  of  the  competitors  to  be 
allowed  to  weigh  in  a  large  mussel  which  he  had 
caught  during  the  contest.  He  based  his  claim  on 
the  fact  that  the  mussel  was  caught  from  a  fair 
'  bite '  during  the  competition  ;  that  it  was  above 
the  minimum  weight ;  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  rules  to  debar  him  from  taking  a  prize  which 
had  not  been  won  by  other  competitors ;  and  that 
in  two  other  clubs,  which  he  quoted,  prizes  had 
been  allowed  under  similar  conditions. 

♦  ♦  •  •  • 

"The  chairman  intimated  that,  although  per- 
sonally he  was  opposed  to  the  claim,  he  intended 
the  matter  to  have  a  fair  hearing,  and  he  should 
leave  the  decision  to  those  present  at  the  meeting. 
During  the  discussion  which  followed  some  curious 
points  were  raised,  and  the  mussel  was  placed,  as 
it  were,  upon  its  trial.  Against  the  claim  it  was 
alleged  that  the  mussel  was  not  a  fish  but  a  mollusc, 
and  that,  even  if  it  were  regarded  as  a  fish,  the 
shell  ought  not  to  be  weighed  with  it.  One  member 
thought  that  the  meeting  was  not  competent  to 
deal  with  the  question,  and  that  a  general  meeting 
of  the  members  should  be  summoned ;  another 
moved  that  the  decision  should  stand  over  till 
the  end  of  the  season.  At  the  close  of  the  dis- 
cussion, the  chairman  ruled  that  the  mussel  must 
be  classified  as  a  fish — though  only  a  shellfish  ;  that 
the  shell,  being  an  integral  part  of  the  fish,  must  go 
with  it ;  that  the  objection  to  the  powers  of  the 
meeting  came  too  late,  as  he  had  already  allowed 
discussion  and  had  accepted  resolutions  ;  and  that 
the  proposal  to  defer  the  decision  must  be  dis- 
regarded, as  it  had  not  been  formally  seconded. 
He  summarised  the  various  resolutions  before  the 
meeting  by  asking  them  to  vote  for  or  against  the 
mussel.  As  several  members  did  not  vote,  but 
contented  themselves  with  a  'passive  resistance,' 
the  decision  was  given  in  favour  of  the  mussel,  and 
the  prize  was  therefore  awarded  to  the  claimant." 


"  The  Mick  "  says :  "  The  Jesuit  College  at  May- 
nooth  has  just  received  a 'papal  bull '  and  an 
'  Aldemey  cow.'  " 


The  Badminton  Magazine  of  Sports  and  Pastimes 
for  September  is  full  of  good  things.  Mr.  John 
Porter,  who  is  known  all  the  world  over  as  the 
trainer  of  "Ormonde,"  "Flying  Fox,"  and  other 
equine  celebrities,  contributes  an  article  on  "  In 
and  About  Kingsclere,"  and  another  article  of 
interest  to  racing  men  is  "Owners  and  Owning  by 
an  Owner,"  being  the  sixth  instalment  of  "The 
Racing  World  and  Its  Inhabitants."  The  sporting 
excellencies  of  "  Holkham,"  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of 
Leicester,  are  described  by  Major  Arthur  Acland 
Hood  in  the  "Famous  Homes  of  Sport "  series,  and 
"  More  Hints  to  Modest  Motorists  "  are  given  by 
Major  C.  G.  Matson.  The  number  also  contains 
articles  on  "  The  Hunting  Outlook  :  Prospects  and 
Changes,"  "The  Leaping  Tuna,"  "Sport  in 
Roumania,"  "Wild  Turkey  and  Partridge  Shooting 
in  Virginia,"  "  The  Sand  Witch,"  etc.  An  excellent 
reproduction  in  colours  of  a  painting  by  M.  D. 
Hardy,  entitled  "  A  Near  Thing,"  is  bound  up  with 
the  magazine. 


The  tale  is  told,  says  that  interesting  and  in- 
structive contemporary  the  Publishers'  Circular,  of 
a  certain  trade  paper  publisher  who  lay  at  death's 
door,  when  the  doctor  said  to  him,  "  Your  circula- 
tion seems  to  be  very  bad."  "Yes,"  muttered  the 
dying  man,  "  but,  thank  heaven !  the  ads.  are 
coming  in."  This  reminds  me  of  another  paper 
which  died  after  having  appeared  weakly  for  twelve 
months. 


Swobdfish:  "Hands  up!"  Octopus:  "How 
many  ?  "  Dbaonet. 
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5Letter6  to  the  iBbitov. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

NOT  SALMON  FISHING. 
Deae  Mb.  Marston-, — Most  anglers  of  experience, 
and  who  have  fished  Scottish  rivers,  have  met  with 
similar  "  lively  gentlemen "  such  as  described  by 
your  correspondent  at  Tajrnuilt.  Of  course  there 
are  two  sides  to  all  such  questions,  but  the  un- 
doubted fact  is  that  where  rivers  get  no  peace,  and 
there  are  no  restrictions  put  on  the  nimiber  of  rods, 
say  on  a  river  such  as  the  Lower  Awe,  then  I  cannot 
myself  imagine  anyone  who  has  had  such  experi- 
ences ever  desiring  to  return.  Such  is  not  salmon 
fishing,  but  salmon  harrying  !  The  pools  never  get 
rested,  but  are  perpetually  harried,  and  in  many 
otherwise  excellent  streams  the  new  species  of 
sportsmen  who  now  invade  our  streams  kill  hun- 
dreds of  fish — sea-trout — with  the  worm.  The 
fault  lies,  as  does  the  cure,  with  the  owners  alone, 
who,  in  their  own  future  interest,  ought  to  restrict 
the  number  of  rods  to  that  capacity  wbi  h  a  river 
can  carry,  without  its  being  unmercifully  beaten 
and  flogged,  wormed,  minnowed,  and  prawned. 
Wherein  hes  the  pleasure  or  sport  of  hauling  out 
hundredweights  of  sea-trout  with  a  worm  I  cannot 
(and  never  could  since  I  was  a  wee  boy  at  school) 
conceive.  As  I  have  said  before,  and  will  say  again, 
the  more  legitimate  fishing  of  a  "  pier-end  "  at,  say, 
Aberdeen  Harbour  for  "  podlies  "  is  superior  "  sport  " 
in  the  true  meaning  of  that  much  "  bedrivelled  " 
word.  Besides,  prior  to  the  true  run  of  "  clean  " 
(another  utterly  misunderstood  word  in  the  true 
sense)  sea-trout,  we  know  the  undoubted  fact  that 
hundredweights  of  "  black  fish "  (that  is,  "  un- 
clean" fish),  of  "  well-mended  kelts,"  and  of  "early 
(save  the  mark)  Scottish  sea- trout  "  are  slain  every 
spring  in  most  of  our  bedevilled  rivers,  and  these 
"  grand  baskets  "  are  recorded  and  belauded,  indeed 
and  truly,  ad  nauseam. — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Habvie-Bbown. 
P.S. — By  the  way,  Mr.  Grimble  mentions  some- 
where in  his  "  Deer  Forests  "  or  in  his  "  Salmon 
Rivers,"  etc.,  that  the  river  Carron,  Boss-shire,  is 
120  miles  long.  Where  did  he  get  that  informa- 
tion ?  Nine-tenths  of  Inverlael  Deer  Forest  drains 
to  the  west,  not  to  the  Carron. 


I  "  ON  THE  ITHON  AND  THE  STOUR." 

pEAB  Sm,— Having  fished  the  Ithon  near  Llan- 
drindod  Wells  for  some  years,  I  read  the  experi- 
ences of  the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  on  the  Rock  Hotel 
water  with  great  interest,  and  can  well  understand 
the  difficulties  he  met  with  in  getting  down  to  the 
river  bank.  Personally,  I  have  never  fished  that 
part  of  the  river,  but  have  often  walked  down  it  on 
the  left  bank.  The  old  church  he  mentions  having 
driven  down  to  is  at  Disserth,  not  Newbridge,  the 
latter  village  being  on  the  Wye,  a  mile  and  a  half 
away.  That  the  Ithon  holds  some  trout  I  can  aver, 
having  occasionally  made  fair  baskets  at  Shaky 
Bridge  and  below  Disserth  ;  but  it  abounds  in  chub 
and  dace,  and  I  have  often  had  good  takes  of  these 
in  the  winter  months  with  cheese  paste.  I  hope 
hotel-keepers  generally  will  take  a  hint  from  his 
remarks  about  sandwiches.  I  have  had  a  good  deal 
of  experience  of  them,  and  find  they  are  generally 
cut  from  the  most  gristly  and  toughest  parts  of  the 
meat.— Yours  truly,  Frank  W.  Duprey. 


FISHING  AT  GWEEDORE— THE  CLADY. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "Derby,"  the  banks  of 
this  little  river  are  made  up  of  rocks  and  bog,  with 
never  a  tree  from  the  lough  to  the  sea.  The  whole 
country  drained  by  this  stream  is  a  wild  waste  of 
utter  desolation.  The  south-west  bank  of  the 
Clady  is  the  highest,  except  towards  the  estuary, 
which  is  a  gorge  with  a  wall  of  rock  rising  high  on 
both  sides.  Gweedore  salmon  fishing  is  all  very 
well  for  gentlemen  like  Mr.  Lingard-Monk,  who  live 
on  the  spot,  but  the  casual  visitor  stands  very  little 
chance  of  getting  a  "fish."  There  are  shoals  of 
small  trout— "Jenkins  " — but  is  it  worth  journey- 
ing so  far  to  catch  these  white-fleshed  sprats  ?  The 
tidal  portion  of  the  Clady  holds  sea-trout  at  this 
period  of  the  year,  and  if  the  angler  can  secure  the 
Rock  Pool  when  the  tide  is  flowing  he  may  secure  a 
pounder  or  two  that  has  escaped  through  the 
meshes  of  the  salmon  nets.  Except  as  a  halting 
place,  when  touring  round  Donegal,  the  sport  at 
Crweedore  will  not  repay  the  wandering  Saxon. 
Ihoso  red-letter  days  referred  to  by  Mr.  Lingard- 
Aionk  are  apt  to  mislead  anglers  like  your  corre- 
spond nt  "Derby"  into  the  belief  that  salmon  are 
always  to  be  caught  in  the  Clady.  Such  is  by  no 
means  the  case,  for  in  this  mountainous  district  the 
water  runs  off  so  quickly  that  "she"  remains  in 
tune  for  only  a  short  time,  under  the  most  favour- 
able conditions.  My  experiences  of  the  hotel  do 
not  make  me  yearn  to  pay  it  another  visit.    It  was 


clean  and  wholesome,  and  the  food,  if  coarse,  was 
plentiful. — Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent. 


THE  CLADY  OR  CLAUDY  ? 
Dear  Mr.  Mabston, — I  am  indeed  sorry  that 
under  the  names  of  "  Mott  "  and  "  Lee-Carpenter  " 
I  should  have  hidden  the  doughty  deeds  of  Mr. 
J.  B.  M.  Lingard-Monk  and  Mr.  J.  Compton-Lees. 
Both  gentlemen  may  well  be  proud  of  their  achieve- 
ments, and  are  entitled  to  a  growl  at  the  inaccuracy  ; 
but  nevertheless,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Monk's  cocksured- 
ness,  I  can  assure  him  that  the  names  of  "  Mott  " 
and  "  Lee-Carpenter  "  were  given  me  verbally  and 
in  writing  by  a  Galway  man  who  knew  the  Clady  or 
Claudy  very  well.  Years  ago  I  used  to  stalk  in  a 
Scotch  forest  which  marched  with  Mamore,  rented 
at  that  time  by  the  late  Mr.  Thistlethwayte.  Strange 
to  relate,  the  head  forester  on  our  ground,  in  spite  of 
incessant  correction,  ever  spoke  of  this  gentleman 
as  "  Hazlewood."  Perhaps  my  informant  may 
have  been  imbued  with  a  similar  waywardness  ! 
With  regard  to  the  spelhng  of  the  river,  it  is  of  no 
great  importance  whether  it  be  Clady  or  Claudy — 
some  map3  say  the  former,  some  the  latter.  The 
Field  always  uses  the  "  u,"  and  so,  too,  do  the  Irish 
Fishery  Board  reports.  I  can  only  regret  the  in- 
accuracy as  to  the  names,  and  express  my  satisfac- 
tion that  through  the  medium  of  your  columns  the 
real  facts  of  these  fine  takes  have  been  brought  to 
hght. — Yours  truly,  Atjgusttjs  Grimble. 

FORMALIN  AND  BAITS— A  SUGGESTION. 

Dbab  Mr.  Mabston, — FormaUn  is  so  useful  as 
a  bait-preserver  that  it  may  be  well  to  know  that  it 
is  not  at  all  necessary  to  keep  the  bait  in  the  fluid 
for  a  long  time.  I  generally  keep  mine  in  the 
40  per  cent,  solution  for  a  week,  then  change  them 
to  a  4  per  cent,  solution  for  another  week,  and  then 
put  them  into  an  empty  bottle  hghtly  corked,  into 
which  a  few  drops  of  the  concentrated  (40  per  cent.) 
solution  are  sprinkled.  Baits  thus  treated  will  be 
serviceable  for  quite  two  years,  and  easier  to  carry 
about  than  in  a  bottle  fuU  of  fluid. 

Trout  certainly  seem  to  object  to  the  smell  of 
formahn  baits,  and  it  is,  therefore,  advisable  to  put 
a  few  drops  of  aniseed  oil  into  your  store  bottle  for 
the  prepared  bait.— Yours  truly,  S.  Jaefe. 

Sandfort  Trout  Fishery, 
Osnabriick,  Hanover. 


ROACH  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  for  your  suggestion  in 
your  note  at  foot  of  my  letter  in  your  issue  of 
8th  inst.,  and  regret  I  cannot  act  on  it  this  year,  as 
I  have  now  left  my  fishing  quarters  in  Ireland.  You 
will  observe  in  tliis  correspondence  I  have  always 
held  that  the  teeth  of  the  rudd  and  roach  are  the 
chief  guides  in  distingmshing  them,  and  in  this  I 
am  supported  by  the  Field  of  the  22nd  inst. — 
namely,  "  How  to  distinguish  Rudd  from  Roach. — 
That  the  pharyngeal  teeth  will  remain  the  ultimate 
test  to  be  appealed  to  in  case  of  controversy." 

As  all  the  fish  I  have  examined  (similar  to  the 
brace  I  sent  you)  and  taken  from  this  lake  (co. 
Kildare)  had  only  one  row  of  teeth,  I  can  come  to 
no  other  conclusion  but  that  they  are  roach  and 
not  rudd  (as  the  rudd  has  two  rows  of  teeth). 
Therefore,  there  are  roach  in  Ireland.  ^  Yours 
truly,  W.  N.  C. 

YET  ANOTHER  KODAK. 
Dear  Sib, — We  have  pleasure  in  sending  you 
particulars  of  ouur  new  Kodak— the  3  a  F.P.K. — and 
shall  be  glad  if  you  will  report  upon  it  in  the  valuable 
columns  of  your  journal.  We  can  say  without  hesi- 
tation that  it  is  the  most  perfect  camera  yet  placed 
on  the  market  in  respect  of  finest  workmanship, 
highest  finish,  and  greatest  durabihty.  It  has  a 
rising,  i  falling,  and  cross  front  with  every  other 
desirable  movement.  What  we  found  was  wanted 
was  a  camera  to  take  pictures  about  the  proportion 
of  the  ordinary  pictorial  post-card,  and  one  that 
at  the  same  time  would  fold  up  small  enough  to  go 
into  the  pocket.  The  3  a  F.P.K.  gives  pictures 
5iin.  by  3|in.,  a  proportion  much  more  pleasing 
than  the  squarer  shapes  such  as  the  Sin.  by  4in. 
and  the  ^-plate,  and  one  appUcable  to  the  greatest 
possible  variety  of  subjects. 

.  No  pains  have  been  spared  to  make  this  model  as  ( 
perfect  as  possible  in  all  its  details,  and  an  ideal 
camera  has  resulted,  possessing  all  the  excellent 
qualities  invariably  associated  with  the  goods  of 
Kodak  manufacture.  The  3  a  F.P.K.  is  made  for 
roll-film,  but  will  also  take  plates  by  the  use  of  a 
plate  attachment  which  can__be  had  at  a  shght  extra 
cost ;  it  takes  a  spool  of  ten  exposures  without 
reloadiujg,  or,  for  those  who  prefer  to  develop  and 
see  their  results  quickly,  "  double  two "  (four 
exposures)  and  six-exposure  spools  can  also  be  used, 
all  fully  prepared  for  developing  "in  the  Daylight 
Developing  machine.    Like  the  rest  of  the  Kodak 


cameras  it  is  unloaded  and  refilled  in  daylight. 
The  lens  is  a  Bausch  &  Lomb  working  at  F.  8,  with  a 
focal  length  of  6 Jin.,  and  the  shutter  is  capable  of 
all  variations  in  speed.  Experts  who  have  seen  thi» 
camera  are  satisfied  that  they  have  got  the  right 
shape  and  size  at  last,  and  predict  for  it  a  pheno- 
menal sale. — Yours  faithfully, 

Kodak,  Lijwuted. 

EXPERIENCES  AT  THE  TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

Sir, — I  see  a  "would-be  sarcastic"  letter  from 
the  proprietor  of  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  in  answer  to 
mine  on  the  above  subject ;  ho  takes  refuse  in 
what  is  called  by  schoolboys  a  "  Tu  quoque,"  as  I 
have  said  I  would  never  go  there  again.  He  saya 
he  made  it  plain  he  would  never  have  me  back  ;  if 
he  hieans  by  the  abominably  rude  way  he  spoke,  he 
most  certainly  made  it  clear  enough  to  me  that  I 
could  not  think  of  ever  staying  in  the  future  at  any 
hotel  he  had  the  managem'int  of,  unless  abso- 
lutely obliged.  He  talks  about  my  "  unieisonable 
demands,"  which  were  as  follows:  (1)  That  he 
might  have  sent  me  a  talegram,  aad  then  I  would 
have  come  the  next  night  instaad.  (2)  That  he 
ought  to  put  in  his  advertisemeat  the  conditions  of 
the  fishing,  when  tbey  are  of  this  description,  so 
that  one  would  know  beforehand  that  one  might 
not  be  able  to  fish  at  all  on  the  day  of  one's  arrival, 
and  possibly  not  on  other  days  afterward and 
then,  if  one  came,  it  would  not  be  under  a  false 
inapression.  I  am  quite  willing  to  leave  it  to 
your  readers  to  decide  whether  these  demands 
were  unreasonable  or  not.  He  also  speaks  about 
my  "malicious  revenge";  there  cau  be  no 
revenge  in  the  matter,  unless  for  some  reason 
he  dislikes  a  plain  statement  of  the  facts,  and  he 
has  evidently  yet  to  learn  that  you  lose  nothing  by 
civility.  I  was  certainly  annoyed  at  having  to 
spend  the  day  of  my  arrival  at  Taynuilt  doing 
nothing,  but  as  I  get  plenty  of  salmon  fishing  I 
could  have  put  up  with  that  if  he  had  only  expressed 
the  slightest  regret  that  I  had  come  under  a  false 
impression,  but  instead  of  that  he  immediately  took 
the  tone  mentioned  in  my  former  letter.  I  there- 
fore wrote  with  a  view  of  saving  other  people  from 

being  taken  in  and  treated  in  the  same  manner.  

Yours  truly,       "  One  Who  Has  Been  These." 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Seeing  the  letter,  signed  F.  E. 
Nalty,  for  good  pike  fishing  in  Ireland,  I  have  just 
returned  from  Ballina,  and  had  two  very  good  days 
on  Lough  Conn,  killing  1201b.  of  pike  in  two  days, 
largest  271b.,  nearly  five  feet  in  length,  in  poor 
condition.  My  boatman  was  Michael  Kane,  New 
Cloughans,  co.  Mayo.  Live  baitiag  no  good.  Best 
hotel,  Moy  Hotel,  Ballina.  Take  a  gun — good  duck 
and  snipe  shooting. — Yours  truly, 

Godwin  Booth. 


THE  ERRIFF— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  feel  obliged  if  you  would 
withdraw  the  statement  you  made  in  your  paper 
the  Fishing  Gazette  (Aug.  15  p.  100)  re  the  Errifi 
River ;  the  same  is  most  misleading  and  likely  to 
cause  many  people,  besides  the  writer,  great  incon- 
venience. Aasleagh  House,  which  goes  with  the 
river,  is  not  run  as  a  private  hotel,  nor  are  day 
tickets  let  on  the  river  Erriff.  Some  years  ago,  I 
believe  such  was  the  case.  At  the  present  time  the 
above  is  let  on  lease  to  two  friends  of  the  writer, 
who  also  has  one-third  share. — Yours  faithfully, 
Arthur  J.  Mudford, 


MACKEREL  IN  THE  RIVER  ARUN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  H.  Smith's  inquiry 
in  yom"  issue  of  Aug.  22,  mackerel  were  constantly 
"  breaking  "  in  the  Arun  at  and  after  high  water 
during  the  decent  weather  enjoyed  about  the  end  of 
Juno  and  beginning  of  July  last.  They  ascended 
the  river  as  far  as  Chmping  Reach,  some  mile  and  a 
half  above  the  town,  and  were  taken  both  on  rods 
and  hand-fines,  trailing.  I  might  add  that  I  have 
fished  the  river  consistently  for  the  past  fourteen 
years,  but  have  never  before  seen,  hooked,  or  heard 
of  others  hooking  mackerel  actually  in  the  river.  1 
understand,  however,  the  same  tiling  occurred  on  a 
larger  scale  twenty  years  ago. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  F.  Widdowson. 


WINTER  FISHING  IN  SOUTH  OF  EUTIOPE. 

Dear  Sib, — When  one  takes  one's  family  abroad 
for  tho  winter  in  search  of  pleasure  and  fine  weather, 
fishing  cannot  be  considered  unless  it  can  be 
obtained  in  combination  with  civilised  hotels.  I 
know  of  many  places  in  South  Europe  where  good 
climate  and  very  passable  fisliing  can  be  found 
during  the  months  December  to  April,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, in  every  instance  the  hotel  accommoda- 
tion is  rough  and  bad,  or  else  the  places  are  quite 
inaccessible  from  any  railway.    For  instance,  the 
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SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(REOENTLT  REBUILT  AND  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  Eiver  and  Loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegrams. 

Mh8.  MITCHELL,  Proprietress. 
LOCH  ASSYNT.  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing 
on  River  Inver,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Pishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Bowie- 
Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  vfill 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  GORDON  ARMS  MOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon.  Also 
Angling  on  the  Rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for 
Trout.  All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Geant, 
Proprietor, 

OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  Fishing  on  Lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorra.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  Gillies.   Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season,  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,126  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 


ALTNAGEALGAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing 
in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded  1,B,933 
trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season  from  April 
to  end  of  September. — Particulars  on  appli- 
cation to  John  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  mth  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  William 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


BORDER  ESK  &  LIDDLE. 

CENTRAL  QUARTERS. 

ESKDALE  (TEMP.)  HOTEL 

lL,Al>JGHOI.-lVr. 

Send  for  Tariff  to  WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


CUL.AG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Perox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Loohs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing 
Boute — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
ooaoh,  or  hire ;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o 
Wires:  " Gulag,  Loohinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZITC. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent  ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  tish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Stafta  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
'  moking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


Anglers  wisMnK  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Flshins  In  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

BHOtlLD  ASVEBIISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Cbronlcle  for  Hants  &  Dorset, 

(Friday  afternoon  (or  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  adTti.,  26  worda  for  18.,  prepaid. 
Address :  "Observer"  Offlee.  BouFnemouth 


ONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B, 

MALCOLM  MoINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  i'ishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  aud  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/=  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
o/-  per  day,  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


ORKNEY. 

Wacky' s  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Mason  s  A-nns  Hotel. 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Sleatners  from  Tjeitli   and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly. 

Tliere  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  he  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Mamaqer,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  and  Snipe  Shooting.  Very  large  Pike 
have  been  captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been 
additionally  enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2 
sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water), 
and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel 
tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OXJGMTEHARD, 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  sani 
tary  arrangements  on  tlie  most  modern  system 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Cpolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

H  ANION'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


LOUGH  MASK. 

THE  BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Eitlier  Fly  Fishing  or  Trolling  tor  large  Trout 
and  Viig  Pike.  Here  you  can  get  the  benefit  of  your 
holidays  ;  your  time  is  not  wasted,  you  are  right 
on  the  spot  (house  within  thirty  yards  of  lough). 
Also  some  Wild  Bird  Shooting  is  to  be  got  on 
Lough  Mask.  Daily  mail  to  the  house.  Nearest 
station  :  Ballinrobe,  Midland,  G.W.  Good 
accommodation,  experienced  boatmen,  moderate 
charges.  Visitors  can  also  fish  C<.)rrib— within 
twenty-five  minutes'  drive.— For  terms,  apply  to 
Pat  Summervili.k,  Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur, 
CO.  Gahviiy. 


SW^EENEY'S  HOTEI^ 

{Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 

CORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  River 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams, 
"  Flynn,  Ballina." 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  lor  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best  Terme 
on  application.    Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprlttor. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HtTLL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("Tiie 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETER.SBURG  (for 
Moscow  aud  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Luxurious  and  I n-expenaive  Travel. 
Saili)t{is  Weekly, 
TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajaua, 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.    For  full  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfors, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 


K0U8EB0AT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
jersons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  jEi  55.  per  week.— Wadswokth,  St. 
Ivee,  Hunts. 


THE 

maian  Sporting  Clmes. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CiROnLATBS  THKOUQHOnT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16«.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  hd.,  post  free,  Id. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Ttmbs  of  INDIA  Press. 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OF"'!"™  ;  19.1.  FT.KRT  8TEHHT.  B.C. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Terms,  £2  12s.  6cL.  per  week.  Station :  Glyncei- 
riog  via  Chirk.   Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Ruabon. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  OBOES,  AKGLESEY  (L.K.W,,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  M.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tarilff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  aud  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton, 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clbkk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude, 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3 
week,  £2  ;  day,  lOs. 


Established  1837. 

NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "THE  PUB- 
LISHER'S Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  li<J.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
;iving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
ay  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane.  London.  B.C. 


Tm  KliieteeQtli  Heiituig 

AND  AFTER. 

No.  319.        SEPTEMBER,  1903.  Price  2s.  6d. 


The  Great  Fiscal  Ppoblem : 

(1)  By  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Avebury. 

(2)  By  Lionel  Phillips. 

(3)  By  W.  H.  Mallook. 

The    Resourees    of  South 

Africa.  By  General  Sir  Edward 
Brabant,  K.C.B.  (Cominaiulant-Geiieral 
of  Cape  Colonial  Forces). 

The  Native  Labour  Question. 

By  Edgar  P.  Rathbone  (late  Inspector 
of  Mines  to  President  Kruger's  Govern- 
ment). 

The  Alien  and  the  Empire. 

By  H.  Hamilton  Fvfe. 

The  Small  Family  and 

American  Society.  By  Miss  Frances 
Albert  Doughty. 

Joan  of  Are.    By  the  Hon.  Mrs. 

ilAXWELL-ScoTT  (of  Abbotsford). 

The  Story  of  Gray's  Inn. 

By  Edward  Dicey,  C.B. 

The  Ballads  of  the  People. 

By  MICHAEL  MACDONAGH. 

The  Growth  of  the  Japanese 

Navy.  By  Joseph  H.  Longford  (laic 
H.M.  Consul  at  S^agasaki). 

Lion-hunters  and  Lady  Car- 
lisle. By  Miss  Ida  Taylor. 
The  Canadian  lee  Carnival. 

By  Bradley  Martin,  jun. 

Beast  Imagery  and  the 

Bestiary.  By  Mrs.  W.  Kemp- Welch. 
Last  Month.   By  Sir  Wemyss 

REID;  

LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dmistan's  Home, 
Fetter  Lank,  Fleet  Street,  B.C. 
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hotel  at  Gagri,  in  the  Caucasus,  advertised  in  your 
!  paper,  cannot  be  reache'l  except  by  a  twelve  hours' 
open  sea  passage.  I  am  thinking  of  trying  the 
Hotel  Palast  Lido,  at  Riva,  on  the  lake  of  Garda, 
t  although  the  winter  fishing  there  is  not  much  good. 
I  should  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents who  could  suggest  a  place  accessible 
without  any  oversea  voyage,  where  the  hotel  accom- 
modation is  really  first-class,  the  climate  mild, 
and  where  any  kind  of  decent  fishing  can  be  had. 
I  may  add  that  we  are  none  of  us  invalids,  and 
decline  to  stay  at  hotels  which  are  frequented  by 
patients  suffering  from  consumption. — Yours  truly, 

A.  B. 


FISHING  ON  THE  AVON  AND  STOUR  NEAR 
CHRISTCHURCH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Aug.  15  there  were  a 
few  notes  on  Christchurch  and  the  River  Stour, 


can  see  in  crossing  over  by  the  ferry  on  the  Stour 
any  number  of  fine  roach,  rudd,  and  chub,  which 
scarcely  bother  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  ferry- 
man's punt  pole. 

It  is  only  a  week  or  two  ago  since  a  gentleman 
staying  at  Christchurch  reported  a  catch  of  eight 
roach  going  in  all  11 'fib.  ;  and  if  one  can  believe 
the  ferryman  there  are  plenty  of  two-pounders  to 
come  across  if  fished  for  in  the  right  way. 

The  King's  Arms  water  extends  on  the  Stour 
from  Wick  Ferry  to  Smuggler's  Ditch,  about  three 
miles,  and  from  Mill  Ham  to  Claypool  on  the  Avon. 

Although  a  keen  angler,  my  experience  of  Christ- 
church has  been  confined  to  the  photographic,  and 
on  this  particular  visit  I  was  testing  the  capabilities 
of  the  New  Kodak  Model  3  a  F.P.K.,  which  gives 
pictures  of  an  altogether  novel  shape  and  form. 
So  many  fishermen  are  photographers  also  that  I 
may  perhaps  be  forgiven  the  mention  of  it.  The 
size  picture  it  takes  is  .5Mn.  by  3:Jin.,  which  is  a 


Christchurch  from  the  Avon. 


which  led  me  to  think  that  a  photograph  of  this 
charming  spot  would  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 
I  am  sending  you,  therefore,  two  pictures  of  the 
Priory  Church  and  the  rivers  on  which  it  stands. 

The  first  picture  is  taken  from  the  bridge  on  the 
Lymington  Road,  which  crosses  the  Avon  on  its 
way  to  join  the  Stour  about  half-a-mile  lower  down  ; 
the  second  is  one  on  the  Stour  close  to  its  confluence 
with  the  Avon  on  the  south  side  of  Christchurch. 


most  effective  shape  in  landscape  work  either 
upright  or  oblong.  It  folds  up  so  small,  too,  that  it 
can  conveniently  be  carried  in  the  pocket.  The 
London  and  South- Western  Railway  have  a  first- 
rate  service  of  trains  to  Christchurch,  an  express 
train  particularly,  leaving  Waterloo  at  2  p.m., 
arriving  at  Christchurch  at  4.19  p.m.  without  a  stop. 
— Yours  truly,  Bernard  Alfieri. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Alfieri  for  the  charming 


Christchurch  :  the  Rivee  Stoub. 


One  cannot  imagine  two  more  beautiful  rivers, 
clear  as  crystal,  not  too  weedy,  and  moderately 
fa-st-rimning,  with  any  number  of  deep  holes  and 
eddies,  which  are  grand  s-wims  for  the  wily  roach, 
rudd,  and  perch.  A  more  ideal  fishing  river  could 
not  be  found,  but  it  is  strictly  preserved  throughout 
its  whole  length. 

Fishing,  however,  may  be  obtained  by  staying  at 
the  King's  Arms  Hotel — a  very  comfortable  one — 
and  the  coarse  fish  run  to  a  very  big  size.  One 


views  ;  having  recently  had  several  roach  over  21b. 
and  chub  up  to  nearly  61b.  in  the  Stour,  and  seen  no 
end  of  fine  fish  in  both  rivers,  I  can  endorse  all  Mr. 
Alfieri  says.  A  line  to  the  proprietor  of  the  King's 
Arms  will  secure  information  as  to  charges  for 
fishing,  punt,  etc. — Ed.] 


RE   FLY-FISHING   NEAR  KENILWORTH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  waiting  to  see  if  Mr.  Tetley 
obtained  any  information.    I  notice  one  reply  from 


Mr.  Storer,  Coventry,  but  evidently  (by  the  places 
mentioned  by  that  gentleman)  he  does  not  seem  to 
grasp  what  Mr.  T.  requires.  The  places  mentioned 
are  more  suitable  for  bottom  fishing.  If  that  will 
suit  I  believe  there  are  about  two  tickets  available 
for  new  members.  Apply,  Mr.  R.  Hives,  Secretary 
of  the  Coventry  Angling  Society,  4,  Cross  Choaping, 
Coventry.  If  it  is  fly-fLshing  for  trout  Mr.  T. 
requires,  I  am  afraid  what  there  Ls  the  water  is  rather 
small  and  much  wooded — Blakedown  Mill,  fly- 
fishing, dace  and  chub  ;  Chesford  Bridge,  bream  ; 
and  pike  in  the  winter  months.  Coventry  Society's 
water  at  Rybon,  from  the  bridge,  is  fairly  good  at 
times  for  roach.  There  are  some  good  shallows  and 
swims  below  the  mill,  where  fly-fishing  might  bo 
practised  for  dace  and  chub  and  here  and  there  a 
trout  (remnants  of  some  once  turned  in  by  a  local 
doctor). 

Above  the  mill  the  Avon  Ls  still,  wide,  and  deep- 
good  for  roach,  bream,  etc.    Also  the  miller  is  a  good 
hand  at  flooding  the  meadows ;    in  fact,  quite 
marshy  at  times. — Yours  truly,        W.  Liggins. 
Smethwick. 

P.S. — Mr.  Storer  supplies  tackle,  baits,  etc. 

FISHING  IN  WALES  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
furnish  me  with  any  information  respecting  the 
sport  likely  to  bo  met  with  in  Llyn  Savaddar  or 
Llangorse  Lake,  near  Brecon.  Also  what  accom- 
modation can  be  had  near  the  lake  ?— Yours  truly, 

F.  H.  C. 

"  WELLINGTON  FISHERY.  NEAR  BETHNAL 
GREEN." 

Dear  Sir, — One  of  the  members  of  the  Albion 
Brothers'  A.S.  has  asked  me  to  find  out  any  facts 
relating  to  the  enclosed  print  which  may  be  obtain- 
able, such  as  its  age,  etc.  I  presume  it  has  been 
taken  from  some  old  work,  but  as  it  bears  no  date 
it  is  a  hard  task,  unless  one  has  an  extensive 
angling  library,  to  find  out  anything  definite. 

I  thought  perhaps  it  would  interest  you,  and  I 
imagine  that  it  would  also  interest  many  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  to  hear  of  a  fishery  in  Bethnal 
Green. — Yours  truly,  Alfred  Fenton. 

Albion  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street, 
Hackney,  N.E. 

[I  do  not  remember  seeing  this  fishery  mentioned 
in  old  angling  books,  but  will  have  a  search  when  I 
return  to  London.  The  illustration  shows  a  pond, 
so  possibly  it  was  a  private  pond.  The  following  is 
the  description  on  the  interesting  old  steel  engrav- 
ing :  "  Wellington  Fishery,  near  Pollard  Row. 
Bethnal  Green. — -Recommended  by  J.  Paine  to  the 
Lovers  of  Angling.  This  water  abounds  with  fine 
Carp,  Tench,  Eels,  Roach,  &c.,  &c.  Annual. 
Monthly,  Weekly  and  Daily  Subscriptions."  I 
should  think  it  may  be  mentioned  in  Salter's 
"Angler"  or inBaddeley's  "London Angler." — Ed.] 

"HAPPENINGS." 
Dear  Sir,- — From  time  to  time  I  have  read  with 
much  interest  the  curious  experiences  of  anglers 
recorded  in  your  paper,  and  have  noticed  that  in 
nearly  every  case  the  correspondent  has  apparently 
thought  his  adventure  to  be  unique.  Among  other 
unusual  "  happenings,"  the  case  of  the  pike  hooked 
almost  simultaneously  by  two  angleis,  the  trout 
hooked  and  lost  overnight  and  caught  next  morning, 
the  kingfisher  perching  upon  the  angler's  rod,  the 
swallow  entangled  in  the  cast  of  flies,  the  pike 
breaking  away  with  a  flight  of  hooks  and  being 
captured  later  in  the  day,  the  salmon  "that  tried 
to  commit  suicide  "  by  jumping  ashore — ^all  these 
I  have  experienced  in  common  with  other  anglers ; 
but  there  are  three  instances  that  possibly  stand 
alone — namely,  two  trout  taken  on  one  phantom  at 
the  same  time,  each  fairly  hooked,  two  perch 
caught  on  one  hook  simultaneously,  and  a  pike 
caught  through  its  greed  in  attempting  to  swallow 
a  roach  that  was  being  kept  alive  in  a  submerged 
landing-net,  the  teeth  of  the  pike  becoming  en- 
tangled in  the  mesh.  Probably  these  experiences 
are  no  more  "unique"  than  those  mentioned  in 
the  first  part  of  my  letter,  but  at  any  rate  they  are 
worth  recording. — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  F.  Booth. 

P.S. — The  two  perch  on  one  hook  were  caught  in 
consequence  of  perch  No.  1  sucking  the  worm 
through  his  gill  and  perch  No.  2  taking  it  and 
getting  hooked,  leaving  the  first  threaded  on  the 


Dear  Sib, — Mr.  Brown  thought  it  "phunny  "  to 
kill  a  trout  by  hooking  him  in  the  top  of  the  head. 
Well,  perhaps  it  was  'phunny,"  but  certainly  in 
no  wise  remarkable.  I  can  go  one  better.  Some 
years  ago,  when  fishing  worm  on  Stewart  tackle, 
on  opening  the  mouth  of  a  trout,  in  order  to  extract 
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the  hooka,  I  noticed  a  green-winged  fly  on  the 
fish's  tongue.  The  fly  immediately  "flyed"  away. 
Rather  narrow  shave  for  the  fly,  I  thought,  and  an 
illustration  of  how  eager  a  feeding  fish  is — not  time 
to  swallow  the  fly  before  the  fraudulent  worm 
came  on  the  job. 

I  could  give  a  dozen  more  "  phunny  "  cases,  but 
visions  of  "  Several  letters  are  unavoidably,"  etc., 
rise  up  and  chant  (if  visions  do  chant),  "  Desist." — 
Yours  in  a  fly  mood,  E.  E.  H. 


FISHING  LINES,  ETC. 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  just  seen  a  letter  from  Mr. 
T.  P.  Tomes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  August  8 
asking  how  to  remove  the  stickiness  from  newly- 
dressed  lines.  I  had  one  last  year  that  became 
sticky  almost  directly,  and  as  I  fish  in  the  Notting- 
ham style — that  is,  cast  from  the  reel — such  a  defect 
is  fatal. 

I  managed  to  rectify  this  in  the  following  manner  : 
On  closely  examining  the  line  I  found  that  it  had 
not  been  rubbed  down  sufficiently  before  drying, 
with  the  result  that  there  was  too  much  dressing 
on  the  outside,  and  I  could  by  scraping  with  my 
nail  remove  a  goodly  quantity.  So  I  took  a  soft 
rag  dipped  in  turpentine  and  rubbed  it  well  back- 
wards and  forwards  along  the  line,  only  four  yards 
at  a  1  ime  being  extended. 

The  line  became  almost  immediately  very  sticky, 
and  then  with  more  turpentine  scaled  off  on  to  the 
rag,  and  so  I  treated  the  whole  line  in  four-yard 
lengths  and  polished  oft  afterwards  with  wash 
leather  and  deer's  fat.  My  line  has  given  me  no 
trouble  since  and  is  beautifully  soft. 

I  presume  Mr.  Tomes  dries  his  line  after  using, 
and  also  dresses  it  with  deer's  fat. 

In  the  same  number  I  notice  a  request  from  Mr. 
C.  H.  Evans  for  "  a  waterproof  dressing  for  Gresham 
bags."  I  can  send  him  the  following,  which  he  will 
find  answer  admirably.  First  wet  the  canvas 
thoroughly,  and  whilst  wet  rub  in  with  a  stiff  and 
fairly  large  house  painter's  brush  some  best  boiled 
linseed  oil  as  thinly  as  possible,  but  mind  and  rub  it 
in  well ;  the  oil  will  turn  white  and  probably  lather, 
but  if  worked  thinly  the  result  is  Al,  the  idea 
being  that  as  the  canvas  is  wet  it  can  only  absorb  a 
very  little  oil,  and  so  a  thinner  coat  can  be  put  on 
than  by  any  other  means.  The  water  evaporates 
in  twenty-four  hours  and  the  oil  dries  in  forty- 
eight  hours,  when  a  second  coat  of  oil  only  can  be 
given  if  necessary,  but  as  thinly  as  possible,  other- 
wise it  will  be  sticky.  Of  course  all  oil  dressings 
tend  to  rot  the  material,  but  as  the  canvas  of  the 
Gresham  bag  is  of  good  and  thick  quality,  it  should 
last  for  a  long  time. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Gabnett  Rolt. 


ILLEGAL  FISHING  AND  FISH  POISONING  IN 
IRELAND. 

Deab  Sib, — I  enclose,  for  the  edification  of  your- 
self and  of  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  if  you 
think  the  matter  worth  reference,  a  copy  of  the 
Ballymena  Observer  containing  a  report  of  two 
recent  fishery  prosecutions  at  the  local  Petty 
Sessions  Court.  The  two  cases  were  adjudicated 
on  during  the  same  sitting  by  the  same  bench  of 
magistrates,  one  of  whom,  as  you  will  notice,  was 
defendant  in  the  second  action,  and  seemingly 
assisted  in  the  hearing  of  the  first.  I  know  both 
rivers  well.  In  the  Braid  the  trout  would  average 
four  to  the  pound,  and  you  can  imagine  the  death 
of  \\h.  trout  the  artist  with  the  gaff  would  make. 
But  £4,  with  no  recommendation  for  reduction  ! 
On  the  Maine — the  stretch  of  it  referred  to  in  the 
second  case — it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  river  is 
periodically  poisoned  in  the  manner  detailed,  and 
I  myself  know  of  nine  or  ten  occasions  during  these 
last  four  years  on  which  this  has  happened.  This 
prosecution  is  tke  first  during  the  same  period,  and 
the  result — 5s.  and  costs  (though  anglers,  keepers, 
conservators,  and  magistrates  are  all  in  the  know). 
I  shall  not  comment  further  on  the  cases,  and  am 
forwarding  the  reports  simply  as  another  illustra- 
tion of  the  articles  and  statements  of  Mr.  Grimble 
and  others  on  the  causes  of  the  ruin  of  Irish  inland 
fisheries. — Yours  truly.  Muggins. 

[The  cases  our  correspondent  refers  to  are,  first, 
the  illegal  use  of  the  gaff  on  the  river  Braid — result, 
£4  fine  ;  and  in  the  other,  in  the  river  Maine  fish 
were  poisoned  by  chemicals  from  dye-works.  The 
offence  was  proved,  and  only  nominal  fines  imposed. 
Reports  will  be  found  in  the  Ballymena  Observer 
of  July  24.— Ed  ] 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  PLYMOUTH. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  indebted  to  you  for  some  time 
back  inserting  a  query  for  coarse  fishing  near 
Plymouth.  There  was  no  reply,  and  I  find  that  the 
nearest  is  Torcross,  where  it  is  necessary  to  live  in 
the  hotel ;  this  I  cannot  afford  to  do,  as  I  wish  to 
take  my  wife  with  me. 

Would  any  of  your  readers  kindly  let  me  know  if 


there  is  any  other  coarse  fishing,  say,  within  thirty 
nsiles.  I  see  by  "  Red  Palmer's  "  reports  that  there 
is  coarse  fishing  around  Exeter,  but  cannot  gather 
whether  same  is  preserved  or  not. — Yours  truly, 

"Business." 


FISHING  BASKETS  WANTED. 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
"  A  Reader,"  who  inquires  for  brown  wicker  fishing 
baskets,  we  can  supply  them  through  any  fishing 
tackle  dealer,  — Yours  truly, 

S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Limited. 

Redditch. 


Deab  Sib,  —  We  make  a  brown  wicker-work 
fishing  basket  for  sea  work  from  a  pattern  supplied 
us  by  the  late  J,  C.  Wiloocks.  This  is  shaped  to  fit 
the  back,  and  can  be  carried  by  two  people  or 
slung  across  the  shoulder  by  the  rope  handle. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Heabdes  and  Son. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


SUICIDE  OF  SALMON. 

Deab  Sib,  —  Immediately  above  the  headline 
quoted,  I  notice  in  italics,  and  brackets,  the  words, 
"  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible,"  etc. 
Shall  I  be  rude  if  I  say,  "  And  a  very  good  judge 
too  "  ?  I  have  fished  for  trout,  and  latterly  for 
salmon,  between  whiles,  for  the  last  forty  years, 
and  as  regards  any  question  of  suicide  by  salmon 
or  any  other  fish,  it  is  all  tweedle-de-dee.  Of 
course,  a  salmon  comes  bang  for  you  when  hooked. 
Instinct  tells  him,  or  her,  that  is  one  of  the  means 
to  be  rid  of  the  enemy.  He  also  flings  himself  in 
the  air  and  shakes  his  head,  but  he  is  not  trying  to 
commit  suicide.  No  fear ;  he  is  trying  to  save  his 
life,  which  he  knows  is  in  peril. 

Suicide  is  supposed  to  exist  (very  rarely)  in  one 
animal,  I  think  a  South  American,  called  the  puma. 
A  case  was  once  noticed  by  a  traveller  in  which  a 
puma  deliberately  cast  itself  from  a  precipice  to 
escape  death  by  shooting.  As  for  the  rest  of  the 
animal  kingdom,  and  flshes,  I  venture  to  say,  as 
regards  suicide,  "  which  I  don't  believe  there  ain't 
no  Mrs.  Harris," — Yours  piscatorially,    E.  E.  H. 

FISHING  AT  PEEL,  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  any  information  re  the  fishing  at  Peel,  Isle  of 
Man  (bj)th  sea  and  fresh  water),  as  I  intend  spending 
my  holidays  there.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 
— Yours  truly,  Ardent  Angleb. 


DOCK  GRUB. 

Deab  Sib, — I  find  all  kinds  of  bait  advertisements 
in  your  valuable  paper  with  the  exception  of  dock 
grub.  Would  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents 
please  inform  me  if  they  can  be  procured,  and  price 
of  same.  Living  in  a  city,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  procure  them  except  by  purchase. — Yours  truly. 

Grub. 

SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  LUNE. 

Dear  Sir, — Although  not  a  salmon  angler  myself, 
I  yet  know  the  Lune  well  enough  to  be  able  to 
answer  your  correspondent,  "Half- Pay."  To  begin 
with,  he  will  require  a  salmon  licence,  which  he 
may  obtain  for  a  guinea  by  applying  to  the  Clerk 
to  the  Fishery  Board.  Mr.  J.  T.  Sanderson,  Church- 
street,  Lancaster.  Secondly,  before  he  can  wet  a 
line,  he  will  require  the  consent  of  the  riparian 
owners  through  whose  land  the  Lune  fiows.  Unless 
he  has  local  knowledge  or  influence  this  will  be 
exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain.  The  fact  is,  salmon 
fishing  in  the  Lune  is  not  what  it  used  to  be,  as  I 
have  often  shown  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  though 
this  last  season  or  two  there  has  been  an  improve- 
ment, it  has  only  brought  the  river  to  such  a  pitch 
that  those  who  have  the  right  to  fish  naturally 
reserve  it  to  themselves  as  recompense  for  season 
after  season  when  they  never  even  saw  a  salmon. 

As  far  as  I  know,  there  is  not  a  yard  of  "free" 
or  hotel-leased  salmon  fishing  in  the  Lune.  a  fact 
which  will  accentuate  the  difficulties  in  front  of 
"Half-Pay."  As  a  trout  river  it  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  north,  and  if  "  Half- Pay  "  can  only  secure 
permission,  he  may  have  a  good  time  the  remainder 
of  the  season  ;  hue  if  he  is  a  stranger,  without  local 
knowledge  or  friends  at  court,  I  advise  him  to 
build  on  no  false  hopes  of  catching  salmon  in  the 
Lune. — Yours  truly,  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 


PIKE  FISHING  ON  THE  LEA. 

Deab  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  give  me  any  information  as  to 
where  good  pike  fishing  is  to  be  had  between  the 
districts  of  Broxbourne  and  Harlow  on  the  river 
Lea  ;  also,  if  the  fishing  is  private,  to  whom  I  should 
apply  for  permission  to  fish,  and  the  charges. — 
Yours  truly,  P.  Whyte, 


GOOD  SEA  FISHING  AND  ROUGH 
SHOOTING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  anxious  to  hear  of  some  place 
where  good  sea  fishing,  combined  with  rough  shoot- 
ing (shore  shooting,  etc.),  can  be  obtained — a  place 
where  the  fishing  is  likely  to  be  good  in  the  latter 
end  of  September  and  in  October.  Can  any  of 
your  readers  give  me  any  information  ?  I  should 
like  to  hear  if  there  is  any  sea  fishing  to  be  had 
near  Porthcawl,  Glamorganshire,  especially  it  bass 
are  to  be  caught  in  that  part  of  the  Bristol  Channel. 
— Yours  faithfully,  W.  E.  G.  Atkinson. 


FISHING  AT  SHANDON  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  constant  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  if  you  would 
kindly  inform  me  whether  there  is  any  trout  fishing 
to  be  had  in  the  vicinity  of  Shandon  on  the  Gare 
Loch.  T  know  there  is  a  nice  stream  running  through 
Orchy  Glen,  some  distance  north  of  Shandon,  and 
perhaps  you  could  give  me  some  particulars  con- 
cerning same. — Yours  truly,       Fred.  G.  Read. 


FISHING  NEAR  LIVERPOOL. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  pleased  if  some  brother 
angler  would  inform  me  what  fishable  waters  (except- 
ing those  in  the  parks)  come  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Liverpool  Corporation. — Yours  truly, 

Febn  Web. 


SOME  FINE  EELS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  thought  it  might  interest  you  to 
hear  of  half  a  dozen  fine  fresh-water  eels  I  saw  in  a 
fishmonger's  shop  in  this  town  to-day.  They 
weighed  from  about  51b.  to  71b.  (71b.  being  the 
weight  of  the  largest),  and  were  thejfinest  I  have  ever 
seen.  I  have  caught  them  at  Langorse  Lake  up  to 
about  31b.  to  41b.,  and  I  understand  these  eels  came 
from  that  lake.  Is  not  this  an  exceptional  size  for 
fresh-water  eels  ? 

Where  are  those  101b.  perch  to  be  caught  ?  I 
fancy  this  must  be  a  fairy  tale.  I  have  a  fine  perch 
of  41b.  in  a  case,  and  would  give  a  lot  to  catch  one 
a  pound  heavier. 

We  have  rainbow  trout  in  our  reservoirs  here  I 
should  judge  to  weigh  up  to  101b.  in  weight,  but 
although  I  occasionally  see  them  rise  I  cannot  get 
one.  I  have  caught  them  up  to  4!b.  with  the  fly, 
but  cannot  get  them  larger,  although  I  Imow  they 
are  there.  Can  you  suggest  a  bait  ?  I  have  tried 
them  with  every  kind  of  fly,  and  am  getting  despe- 
rate, and  feel  inchned  to  spin  for  them.  My  ex- 
perience is  that  they  rise  freely  up  to  about  IJlb.  in 
weight,  and  then  nothing  seems  to  tempt  them. 
Any  advice  you  could  give  would  be  esteemed  by, 
yours  truly.  Rainbow. 

"Simnyside,"  West  Park, 
Newport,  Mon. 
Aug.  22. 

[The  lO'ib.  perch  and  bream  and  IJlb.  dace  we 
read  of  are  evidently  fairy  tales ;  they  certainly 
cannot  have  fish  tails.] 


TROUT  AND  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED  AT 
LETTON,  HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  can  give  me  any  information  as 
to  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Letton,  Herefordshire,  for  trout  and  coarse  fish  ; 
where  to  apply  for  permission  or  tickets.  Also  best 
flies  and  baits  to  be  used,  middle  to  end  of  Sep- 
tember.— Yours  truly,  A.  C.  Fricker. 


VORACITY  OF  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Fishing  in  a  private  water  here  this 
morning,  my  boat  broke  loose  and  drifted  to  the 
bank,  running  out  all  the  line  on  my  reel  (50  yards) 
before  I  could  secure  it.  On  taking  up  my  rod  I 
found  I  had  hooked  a  fish,  and  was  proceeding  to 
reel  in  when  the  rod  was  nearly  jerked  from  my 
hands.  In  a  few  minutes  I  had  played  and  landed 
an  81b.  pike,  35in.  long,  who  came  rather  tamely 
to  the  gaff.  I  found  it  had  four  fresh  wounds  in 
the  region  of  the  tail,  one  of  them  5in.  long  and  over 
half  an  inch  deep.  The  fish  had  evidently  been 
seizsd  by  another  and  larger  pike  almost  immediately 
after  I  had  hooked  it.  I  promptly  put  on  a  fresh 
bait,  and  cast  out  as  nearly  a<»  possible  in  the  same 
spot.  In  a  few  minutes  I  liad  hooked  and  landed 
a  51b  fish,  and  on  attempting  to  disgorge  the  hook 
found  the  legs  and  feet  of  a  water-hen  almost  pro- 
truding from  his  jaws.  This  is  not  the  first  time 
that  I  have  known  pike  seize  hooked  fish  and  devovu* 
water-fowl,  but  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  size  of  the  fish  in  both  the  above  instances  is 
exceptional.— Yours  truly, 

Co.  Tyrone,  Leonard  Ceossle. 

Ireland. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5,  1903.- 

LOLLING  AND  LOAFING. 
By  the  Amatexjk  Ai^glek. 


Thursday,  Aug.  13,  was  another  delightful  day. 
and  we  made  the  best  of  it.  Fishing  in  a  punt  is  a 
pleasant  diversion,  but  it  can  hardly  be  called  the 
acme  of  enjoyment,  although  the  Major  seems  to 
regard  it  as,  next  to  salmon  or  dry-fly  fishing,  the 
most  pleasurable  employment  of  well-earned  leisure. 
As  there  is  no  dry-fly  fishing  to  be  had  in  this  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  get  him 
away  from  his  punt.  The  weather  being  as  charm- 
ing and  enticing  as  weather  could  be,  the  remainder 
of  our  small  colony  betook  ourselves  to  the  sea, 
to  the  small  extent  of  a  trip  to  Swanage,  and  there 
we  rambled  on  the  cliffs,  visited  Mr.  Burt's  Great 
Globe,  and  loafed  about,  acting  on  the  principle  so 
pleasantly  indicated  in  the  following  lines,  taken 
from  "A  Tale  of  the  Thames,"-  by  Mr.  Ashby- 
Sterry: —  •' 

"  How  doth  the  man  of  common  sense  improve 
each  shining  hour. 

By  doing  nothing  all  the  day  with  all  his  well- 
known  power. 

How  he  delights  to  dream  and  muse,  how  well 
he  likes  to  laze. 

To  loll  and  loaf,  to  wink  and  blink,  throuch 
sultry  summer  days  !  " 

"  A  Tale  of  the  Thames,"  I  may  inform  your 
readers,  tells  of  the  various  adventures  which  befell 
two  young  and  lively  bachelors  who  had  determined 
to  explore  and  discover  the  source  of  the  Thames, 
and  having  found  that  source  (by  a  singular 
incident)  to  follow  its  course  afoot  until  it  became 
navigable,  and  then  to  sail  on  its  waters  to  the 
great  Babylon.  It  is  by  no  manner  of  means  a 
dry  guide-book:  the  author  describes  every  point 
ot  mterest  with  the  heart  of  a  poet,  the  eye  of 
a  painter,  and  the  pen  of  a  charming  writer.  A 
Happy  vein  of  quiet  humour  pervades  every  page 
ot  the  book;  several  young  ladies  become  by  turn 
tne  heroines  of  the  voyage.  The  work  is  written 
very  much  m  the  style  of  William  Black's  "  Ad- 
ventures of  a  Houseboat;.:  and  is  just  as  bright 


and  attractive.  The  volume  I  am  possessed  of  is  a 
new  edition,  and  may  be  found  on  any  bookstall 
at  the  popular  price  of  sixpence. 

What  a  glorious  sea- view  one  gets  from  these 
clifi^s  on  such  an  ideal  summer  evening— the  bright 
blue  sea,  and  away  off  the  Needles  and  the  white 
cliffs  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  presented  a  singular  and 
remarkable  picture,  the  white  chffs  standing  out 
clearly,  while  all  around  was  hidden  in  the  hazy 
distance,  just  as  I  have  sometimes  seen  the  bright 
cross  on  the  top  of  St.  Paul's  suspended  alone  as  it 
were  m  bright  sunshine,  all  else  being  hidden  in 
mist.  The  Bay  of  Naples  could  hardly  be  bluer 
and  brighter  than  the  sea  out  yonder,  the  black 
smoke  from  the  funnel  of  a  passing  steamer  being 
the  only  "  one  small  speck  of  dark  on  that  bright 
haven  of  blue."- 

These  two  days  I  have  already  indicatad  as  days  to 
be  prmted  in  red  letters.    They  were  succeeded  by 
five  wretched  days  of  wintry  winds  and  pouring 
rain— and  then  comes  another  bright  day  "  so  cool 
so  calm,  so  bright,"  that  my  heart  rejoiced  and  I 
felt  quite  young  again.    I  was  equal  to  a  twenty- 
mile  walk  at  least.    A  consultation  was  held  :  The 
Major  and  his  two  youngest  boys  voted  for  "  The 
Stour,"  and  off  they  went  a-punting ;  five  of  the 
married  folk  were  hot  for  a  tremendous  voyage 
round  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  off  they  went;  Tld 
and  one  of  his  young  lady  cousins  were  bent  on 
cychng  round  the  country— off  they  went;  there 
remamed  three  granddaughters  and  two  grand- 
sons to  be  accounted  for,  and  they  preferred 
my     company.     I     am    not    much    given  to 
"  lolhng  and  loafing,':  so  we  started  off  to  find  the 
country.     First  we  came  upon  a  large  common 
gorgeous  with  the  purple  heather  in  full  bloom  ,' 
there  we  had  fine  games.    We  were  three  boys  and 
three  girls.    We  raced  about  the  common  and 
pelted  each  other  with  sticking  burrs,  very  nice 
things  for  the  girls'  flowing  back  hair.     We  then 
wandered  off  and  found  ourselves  on  the  high  road 
to  Christchurch.    We  raced  on  the  road,  plucked 
flowers,  rested  on  gates  and  stiles,  till  by-and-bye 
we  unexpectedly   came  upon  the  banks  of  the 
beautiful  Stour.     There  we  took  a  lovely  little 
skiff,  just  large  enough  to  hold  us,  and  we  floated 
down  the  slowly-flowing  deep  stream,  in  and  out 
among  the  tall  reeds,  under  the  trees  overhanging 
the  river  for  miles;  the  girls  were  "as  happy  as 
happy  could  be,"  and  the  boys  noisy  and  frohcsome. 
By-and-bye,  away  off  down  the  river  we  espied  a 
punt,  and  in  that  punt  gravely  sat  the  Major  and 
his  two  baby  boys,  each  with  a  fishing  rod  in  his 
hand.    We  came  upon  them  quite  unexpectedly, 
and  they  did  not  seem  to  want  us— we  were  too 
noisy,  we  interrupted  their  serious  occupation. 
We  tried  to  induce  the  two  youngsters  to  desert 
and  go  home  with  us  ;  they  had  been  in  that  punt 
for  many  hours,  and  we  thought  they  must  be  very 
tired  of  it.    Young  curly-headed  four-year-old  had 
caught  several  perch  and  roach,  and  he  shouted 
"No  fear  !  "  when  I  asked  him  civilly  if  he  would 
come  home  with  me,  and  so  we  left  them  in  their 
glory,   and    made    our  way    into  Christchurch 
Priory.    There  we  were  the  unbidden  witnesses  of 
a  very  pretty  weddmg,  which  interested  our  girls 
immensely ;  but  the  boys  were  impatient  of  that 
solemn  ceremony  and  wanted  to  be  off  up  to  the 
top  of  the  tower.     The  bride  was  pretty  and 
joyous,  and  looked  up  to  her  new  husband  as  much 
as  to  say,  "Now  I've  got  you,  my  boy!':  The 
husband  looked  serious  as  became  the  occasion. 
After  the  ceremony,  which  we  sat  through,  was 
over,  we  submitted  ourselves  to  the  guidance  of  a 
learned  httle  man  who  told  us  the  whole  story  of 
that  beautiful  fabric,  and  the  girls  came  away 
crammed  full  of  the  details  of  Norman  architecture 
whilst  the  boys  climbed  a  winding  sfaircase  and 
lost  themselves.    We  reached  our  home  at  6  30 
instead  of  1.30,  as  we  had  promised,  but  it  mattered 
not— there  was  no  one  there  to  receive  us. 

We  had  spent  a  happy  day,  which  we  all  mean  to 
remember  as  long  as  we  Uve.  Meanwhile,  those 
other  adventurers  had  been  tossing  on  the  bosom 
of  the  restless  ocean.  By  the  time  they  were  off 
the  Needles  nine-tenths  of  the  whole  company  were 
hors  de  .combat;  there  was  full  occupation  for 
steward  and  stewardess.  Never,  never  again  will 
any  of  the  female  portion  of  our  explorers  attempt 
to  circumnavigate  the  Isle  of  Wight;  they  had 
quite  enough  of  it  yesterday. 

Thus  have  I  accounted  for  three  bright  days  out 
of  the  ten  I  have  been  here;  the  others  were 
deplorable.  Now,  as  I  am  writing,  on  the  eleventh 
day,  a  bitter  wind  is  howling  round  the  house, 


drivmg  a  storm  of  rain  against  the  window.  To- 
morrow we  have,  by  the  special  invitation  of  a 
friend  of  the  Major,  another  trout  fishing  expedi- 
tion on  hand  in  the  North  River.  May  the  weather 
be  more  propitious ! 

On  the  North  River.- 
Fine  days  arc  too  precious  to  be  wasted ;  they 
come  only  now  and  then,  and  when  they  do  come 
they  should  be  looked  upon  as  "a  boon  and  a 
blessing.':  If  Thursday  (Aug.  20)  was  a  bad  day, 
Friday  was  a  good  one,  and  we  made  the  most  of 
it.  We  availed  ourselves  of  the  invitation  of  a 
friend  of  the  Major  to  fish  a  lovely  bit  of  the  river 
Frome,  or,  rather,  the  North  River.  I  must  not 
name  the  spot;  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith.  I 
am  afraid  I  cannot  say  anything  about  that  day's 
fishing  that  would  be  instructive  or  even  interesting 
to  others,  but  to  ourselves  it  was  quite  another 
matter. 

Our  host  was  just  "A  fine  old  English  gentleman, 
one  of  the  olden  time,"  who  "  farms  his  own  estate,': 
and  looks  after  it  well — one  who  gives  you  a  very 
hearty  welcome,  and-  makes  you  at  home  without 
ceremony  or  formality;   one  who  says,  "There 
is  the  river;  it  is  full  of  big  trout;  go  and  catch 
them  if  you  can.':    On  a  stretch  of  three  miles 
or  so,  through  his  own  land,  he  knows  where 
every  good  fish  lies.     He   came  with  us,  not 
to  fish  but  to  show  us  where  to  fish— but  trout  are 
curious  fish  to  deal  with,  both  as  to  their  uprising 
and  their  lying  down;  the  river  happened  to  be 
somewhat  out  of  order,  being  very  much  above  its 
normal  depth  owing  to  its  temporarily  receiving 
the  influx  of  another  stream  above,  on  which 
sluicing  repairs  were  going  on.    Consequently  there 
was  no  rise,  and  as  every  dry-fly  fisher  knows,  the 
great  pleasure  of  that  style  of  fishing  is  to  see  a 
good  rise  up  the  stream  or  away  across  yonder 
under  the  bank — then  he  has  an  object  in  view, 
something  to  aim  at ;  his  delight  is  to  make  a  long 
cast  and  drop  his  allurement  just  above  that  widen- 
ing circle,  then  he  is  pretty  sure  of  his  prey.  When 
trout  are  not  rising  it  is  sometimes  weary  waiting, 
and  he  is  frequently  tempted  to  try  the  other 
system  of  casting  about  promiscuously  on  the 
chance    of    finding    a    trout    on    the   feed  in 
some    hole   or    stream    or   eddy.      The  Major 
is   a  rare  hand   at   "waiting    for    a    rise':  — 
he  thinks  nothing  of  standing  and  watching  for 
half  an  hour  at  a  time  for  a  fish  to  rise  at  a  spot 
where  he  thinks  he  ought  to  rise,  and  when  such 
a  rise  does  appear  it  generally  happens  that  the 
fish  drops  into  his  basket.    We  thought  we  were 
going  to  have  a  good  day,  when  ahnost  at  the 
start  the  Major  saw  a  rise  and  brought  to  grass  a 
fine  trout  of  lib.  4oz.,  but  this  happened  to  be  his 
biggest  catch  during  the  day ;  for  the  reason  I  have 
already  tried  to  explain,  the  water  was  not  in  a 
proper  state,  and  so  very  httle  was  done.  The 
"A.  A."  got  only  one  brace  of  ^Ib.  trout,  but 
he  got  them  on  the  rise.    The  Major  got  three 
brace,  so  that  so  far  as  the  mere  catching  of  fish 
goes,  we  had  nothing  to  boast  of ;  but  then  I  for 
one  do  not  envy  the  man  who  goes  to  a  riverside 
solely  and  wholly  and  with  no  other  object  in  view 
than  to  catch  fish.    For  my  part,  I  like  to  catch 
them,  but  I  love  the  pleasant  music  of  a  rippling 
stream,  the  songs  of  birds,  the  green  meadows,  the 
woods  and  the  flowers,  and  if  I  catch  no  fish  I  am 
not  inchned  to  cry  Perdidi  diem  ! 

Then,  again,  this  "  fine  old  English  gentleman  " 
(who,  by  the  way,  is  a  Scotchman)  had  no  intention 
whatever  that  we  should  be  left  alone  to  the 
catching  of  fish  or  the  contemplation  of  nature  on 
a  vacuum.  The  morning  and  the  evening  were 
divided  by  noon  and  afternoon,  and  during  this 
division  of  the  time  all  of  a  sudden  we  came  upon 
a  lovely  mansion,  surrounded  by  woods  and 
beautiful  grounds.  And  then,  somehow  or  other, 
by  some  sort  of  magic,  we  found  ourselves  sitting 
round  a  sumptuous  table,  laid  out  with  admirable 
taste,  and  laden  with  every  imaginable  good 
thing,  and  our  host,  at  the  head  of  it,  just  as 
brimful  of  stories  and  of  humorous  jokes  as  a  fine 
old  English  gentleman  should  be. 

We  fished  again  in  the  afternoon,  and  finally  we 
were  driven  back  to  the  station  in  proper  style. 
For  mere  pleasurable  enjoyment  it  was,  indeed,  a 
good  day  for  us.  The  next  day  (Saturday,  Aug.  22) 
was  another  fine  day,  and  we  finished  up  the  week 
— the  lot  of  us,  some  twenty-two  in  number — by  a 
picnic  in  the  Chewton  Woods,  and  gambols  of  all 
sorts  down  on  the  sea  shore.:  We  had  a  merry 
time. 
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{Continued  from  page  129.) 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

Miscellaneous  :  Refraction  ;  Vaseline  versus 
Pabaffin  ;  Moth  Destroyer  ;  Treatment 
OF  Waterproof  Goods  ;  The  Steel-ribbed 

;  Rod. 

Mefraction.— Those  who  do  not  already  understand 
clearly  the  effects  of  refraction  and  reflection,  and 
how  the  trout  in  the  water  are  thereby  enabled  to 
see  a  great  deal  of  what  is  happening  upon  the  bank, 
will  do  well  to  consult  that  interesting  book  "  Dis- 
coveries and  Inventions  of  the  Nineteenth  Century," 
which  should  be  read  by  everyone  wishing  to  keep 
pace  with  the  knowledge  of  the  day.  ( Vide  chapter 
on  Refraction,  commencing  on  page  397.) 

Small  special  bottes  of  odourless  paraffin,  with  a 
neat  Uttle  brush  inserted  through  the  cork,  are  sold 
at  most  of  the  tackle  shops,  price  sixpence.  A 
small  dab  of  this  oil  on  the  fly  makes  it  float  for  a 
long  while,  but  it  gradually  destroys  the  fly.  Vase- 
line has  the  same  floating  power,  but  is  harmless 
both  to  fly  and  Une  ;  indeed,  it  is  a  good  plan  to 
rub  it  on  the  last  few  yards  of  the  reel-hne  next  the 
gut  cast  before  commencing  to  fish,  as  the  better 
the  Une  floats  the  easier  it  is  to  hook  a  fish. 

Moth  will  utterly  ruin  flies,  furs,  feathers,  and 
any  woollen  things  in  an  incredibly  short  time.  A 
few  drops  of  turpentine  in  the  corner  of  each  drawer 
once  a  quarter  will  keep  all  safe,  as  no  moth  can 
stand  it. 

If  an  angler  unfortunately  gets  hung  up  in  such  a 
way  that  he  is  obUged  to  drag  imtil  something  must 
give  way,  he  should  never  start  jerking  with  his  rod. 
Such  an  action  (as  I  have  more  than  once  seen)  will 
break  or  strain  the  rod  badly  long  before  good  gut 
will  snap.  The  correct  move  is  to  take  hold  of  the 
reel-hne,  after  reefing  in  as  much  of  the  running  line 
as  possible,  and  pull  steadily  with  gradually  increasing 
force  on  that  only,  wliile  pointing  the  rod-top  at 
the  fly,  and  then  the  whole  damage  at  most  is  the 
loss  of  the  fly  with  all  or  part  of  the  fine  gut  point. 

Waterproofs  should  never  come  in  contact  with 
any  grease,  or  be  left  folded  up.  They  should  be 
turned  inside  out  Hke  waders,  and  hung  up  in  an 
airy  place. 

Brogues,  if  used  for  wading  in  rocky  places,  must 
have  all  nails  that  are  worn  down  renewed  promptly, 
or  they  are  sure  to  shp  on  rocks,  perhaps  sud- 
denly landing  the  wearer  in  deep  water.  A  crack 
angler  lately  said  to  me :  "  After  fourteen  years' 
salmon  fishing  every  autumn,  I  find  a  well-nailed 
leather  sole  safest  on  rock,  and  indeed  in  every  way  j 
but  the  nails  must  be  renewed  from  time  to  time." 

HlNTS. 

Before  going  fishing  the  angler  should  be  sure  he 
has  put  up  everything  he  intends  to  take  with  him, 
or  he  will  otherwise  discover  when  too  late  some- 
thing has  been  left  in  the  house  which  he  cannot  do 
without,  such  as  reel,  fme  points,  or  some  special  lot 
of  flies.  It  is  sufiiciently  aggravating  to  find  pipe 
or  knife  forgotten.  Most  tackle-makers  now  supply 
most  beautifully-made  reel  fines.  I  have  never 
found  any  I  hke  better  than  the  "  Acme."  They 
make  casting  appear  easier  than  usual,  even  against 
the  wind,  as  well  as  being  almost  unbreakable  and 
practically  everlasting.  The  price,  7s.  6d.,  for 
30yds.  of  double-tapered  No.  000  to  No.  1  is  very 
reasonable. 

The  angler  who  continues  casting  at  a  trout  that 
he  has  put  "  down"  makes  the  fish  far  more  "  rod- 
shy  "  and  cautious  about  rising  again,  besides 
wasting  the  time  which  should  be  spent  in  getting 
on  to  the  next  one.  He  ought  not  only  to  stop 
throwing  at  once,  but  show  himself  as  little  as 
possible  in  quitting  the  spot.  Beginners  are  apt  to 
forget  this  important  fact,  namely,  the  more  men 
with  rods  the  trout  see  marching  along  the  bank, 
the  more  shy  and  wild  they  become,  and  the  mis- 
chief that  one  thoughtless  and  unsportsmanUke 
duft'er  will  do  in  this  way  in  one  week  is  really 
dreadful. 

The  new  chum  should  first  get  to  know  the  ground 
and  water  he  is  going  over,  and  on  lus  round  for  the 
day  being  fixed,  mentally  divide  that  up  into  beats ; 
then  at  what  hour  he  will  be  most  fikely  to  do  best 
at  each  of  them,  with  due  regard  to  the  wind  and 
position  of  the  sun.  When  he  "hunts  alone,"  and  can 
pick  his  own  time,  let  him  follow  his  own  fancy  and 
note  the  result,  but  if  he  happens  to  be  invited  on 


the  same  day  as  others,  he  should  bear  the  follow- 
ing caution  in  mind.  If  his  host  gives  him  any 
directions  as  to  where  to  go,  he  should  not  fail  to 
remember  the  advice  and  stick  to  it.  Many  a 
"  fish  "  and  "  shoot "-  which  would  have  turned  out 
"  real  jam  "  for  all  concerned  are  often  absolutely 
spoilt  by  one  man  faihng  tofoUowhis  host's  kindly, 
cleverly  thought-out  and  quietly-expressed  direc- 
tions. 

The  Steel-bibbed  Rod; 
I  consider  this  patented  invention  of  Messrs.  D. 
and  W.  H.  Foster  (which  has  been  in  steadily  in- 
creasing use  for  the  last  seven  years)  is  deserving  of 
special  mention,  for  I  also  beUeve  "  any  good  rod 
is  made  better  by  the  addition  of  a  steel  centre,  but 
best  of  all  when  treated  to  the  steel  ribbing  as  in- 
vented and  apphed  by  the  above  firm."-  After 
three  seasons'  experience  of  steel  ribbing  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  principle,  which  gives  tre- 
mendous power  and  perfect  action,  without  any 
noticeable  increase  in  weight. 

CHAPTER  IX; 
The  Evening  Rise  ;  Specially  Arranged  Flies 
AND  Gut  ;  Angles  of  Reflection  just 
before  Sunset  ;  the  Moon  as  a  Search- 
light ;  Hints  to  the  New  Chum. 
I  am  dead  against  trouting  late  at  night,  but  fish- 
ing a  good  evening  rise  during  the  long,  warm 
summer  evenings  gives  many  a  pleasure  to  the  true 
sportsman  and  lover  of  nature.  How  deUghtful, 
too,  is  the  preceding  merry  though  early  meal 
enjoyed  by  the  free  give-and-take  company  of 
brother  anglers,  who,  possessing  the  true  secrets  of 
happiness  in  themselves  (one  of  which  consists  in 
making  others  happy),  unbend  until  more  hke 
schoolboys  starting  on  a  hoUday  than  the  serious, 
middle-aged  gentlemen  they  usually  appear.  I 
have  sometimes  smiled  inwardly  at  the  evident 
amazement  of  some  "  real  good  sort,"  who  for  the 
first  time  has  joined  the  particular  fishing  party  I 
am  now  thinking  of,  as  he  listened  with  the  greatest 
astonishment  to  the  boundless  fun,  chaff,  and  un- 
ruffable  good  temper  displayed  on  all  sides,  until, 
catching  the  infection,  he  himself  has  chipped  in  and 
well  held  his  own  with  the  best.  Then  when  dinner 
is  over,  hardly  have  "  baccys  "  been  lighted  when 
a  voice  from  the  deep  porch,  which  is  smothered  in 
sweetbriar  and  honeysuckle,  announces  the  interest- 
ing fact  that  the  "  trout  are  beginning  to  rise,"  upon 
which  each  man  quickly  dons  his  waders,  not  in- 
doors, but  on  one  of  the  wide  seats  in  the  porch, 
after  hfting  his  rod  from  the  now  historical  rack, 
which  occupies  the  whole  of  one  wall  of  the  fishing 
box,  and  goes  gaily  forth,  accompanied  by  the 
keeper  allotted  to  him,  who,  carrying  his  basket, 
files,  and  net,  guides  him  by  the  shortest  way  to  his 
appointed  beat. 

It  is  a  good  plan  to  have  a  special  tin  box  hned 
with  spongopilene  for  evening  flies,  placing  theni  in 
it  in  a  few  perfectly  straight  fines,  according  to  size. 
One  might  do  worse  when  seated  in  some  shady 
spot  by  the  riverside  during  a  quiet  half-hour  on  a 
hot  August  afternoon  than  arrange  some  such  lot 
as  the  following      A  row  of  one  dozen  medium-size 
Lock's  Fancy,  on  No.  0  hooks;  above  them  one 
dozen  similar  sized  Red  Quills  ;  next,  half  a  dozen  big 
Red  Quills,  on  long-shanked  No.  1  hooks,  and  the 
same  number  and  size  of  great  Red  Spinners  ;  then 
a  beautiful  Uttle  assortment  of  various  sedges,  from 
small  to  great ;   and  in  the  top  row  three  great 
Coachmen  on  No.  3  long-shanked  hooks,  with  body 
of  herl  from  peacock's  sword  feather,  ribbed  with 
round  gold;    for  hackles,  two  fiery  red  cock's 
hackles  with  black  butts  and  a  double  very  upright 
white  wing  ;  the  remaining  three  flies,  special  big 
sedges.    An  extra  one  of  the  latter,  with  a  fat 
whitish  woollen  body  and  lots  of  hackle,  should  be 
tied  to  a  very  strong  and  well-soaked  cast,  and 
wound  in  readiness  in  the  double  brim  of  the 
angler's  Burberry  cap,  for  the  benefit  of  the  heavy 
trout  in  any  particularly  deep  pool  towards  the 
close  of  the  evening's  proceedings.    A  Uttle  assort- 
ment Uke  the  above  is  far  more  simple  to  work  upon 
after  sunset  than  the  usual  mixed  portmanteau  fuU 
of  flies,  though  it  is  as  well  to  have  the  latter  handy, 
in  case  it  is  necessary  to  draw  upon  it.    It  is  very 
trying  to  see  fish  rising  splendidly,  and  find  yourself 
without  just  the  one  particular  pattern  they  are 
taking  freely. 

Just  about  sundown  the  angler  wiU  often  require 
Ms  finest  gut  and  all  his  skill  to  get  a  rise  out  of 
some  of  those  artful  old  trout,  who  then  commence 


to  feed  for  the  first  time  during  the  day  in  a  manner 
wliich  makes  the  hands  of  some  men  tremble  so 
with  excitement  they  can  hardly  tie  on  a  new  fly. 
It  is  just  before  sunset,  when  the  shadows  are  at 
their  longest  and  the  angles  of  refraction  at  their 
least,  that  it  becomes  most  difficult  in  a  stretch  of 
water  running  from  east  to  west  to  get  near  a  fish 
without  his  seeing  your  reflection.  Such  places 
should  then  be  left  severely  alone,  and  fished  after 
sundown. 

A  good  moon  makes  an  excellent  searchUght  on 
the  water  for  those  who  know  how  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it.  The  novice  wiU  readily  notice  that 
just  where  the  moonlight  faUs  Uke  a  path  across  the 
water  his  fly,  or  the  least  movement  of  a  fish,  can 
be  clearly  seen,  but  elsewhere  nothing  is  distin- 
guishable. Now,  by  shifting  his  own  position  the 
angler  can  get  the  streak  of  moonlight  to  fall  exactly 
to  suit  himself,  and  thus  inspect  and  fish  every  yaid 
of  the  stream  in  turn.  In  the  few  places  where  seme 
obstruction,  such  as  a  high  bank,  interferes  with  the 
Ught,  the  new  chum  should  aU  the  same  try  to.know. 
within  a  few  inches  where  his  fly  falls,  and  directly 
it  reaches  the  water  keep  a  tight  line  to  the  fly- 
enough  even  to  cause  it  to  drag  an  inch  or  two  at 
intervals,  which  at  night  will  make  the  fish  rise  at 
it,  upon  which  it  feels  as  though  the  fly  had  touched 
a  weed,  when  a  twitch  of  the  rod-top  should  be 
instantly  given  ;  then  comes  a  splash,  a  tight  Une, 
and  the  fish  is  on. 

When  the  Ught  gets  bad  after  sunset,  the  novice 
will  generally  have  two  or  three  yards  more  Une  out 
than  he  thinks  he  has  (unless  he  is  able  to  use  the 
moon),  which  means  he  wiU  be  too  soon  in  starting 
the  forward  swing  of  the  rod,  when  the  consequent 
jerk  on  the  fly,  every  forward  swing,  will  soon  either 
crack  it  right  off  or  so  weaken  the  gut  next  it  that 
any  good  fish  on  being  hooked  wiU  break  away  in 
the  middle  of  his  rush,  and  afterwards  the  tackle 
dealer  is  blamed  for  that  "  vile  gut  "  which  lost  the 
best  fish  of  the  season.  After  sunset  many  a  bad 
tangle-up  would  be  avoided  if  the  caster  only 
brought  his  fly  more  round  in  a  half-circle  than 
during  the  day  while  making  each  backward  sweep 
of  his  rod. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  LIGHT  SIDE  OF  ANGLING. 

I  HAVE  always  found  it  a  good  plan  when,  in  the 
society  of  ladies,  catechised  relative  to  my  hobbif  s 
to  withhold  the  fact  that  I  am  an  angler— a  disciple 
of  Izaak  Walton— for  the  fair  sex,  generally  speak- 
ing, have  but  a  vague  conception  of  the  conteni- 
plative  pastime,  the  nearest  approach  to  which  their 
fancy  associates  with  a  half-witted  mortal  glued  to 
a  fishina-box— that  opce  did  duty  as  a  receptacle 
for  some  biUous  producing  brand  of  a  cheesemonger 

 ogling  with  crafty  designs  a  primitive  float  in  the 

shape  of  an  orthodox  beer-barrel  bung  ;  or  probably 
is  conjured  up  a  memory  incidental  to  a  railway 
journey,  when  the  restful  shades  of  the  country 
and  toAATis  seething  with  humanity  alternate  in 
quick  succession,  of  a  fleeting  gUmfse  of  a  soUtary 
figure  with  rod  upraised  framed  in  the  landscape. 

It  is  malformed  impressions  such  as  these  that 
impel  the  hackneyed  phrases,  "  How  slow  !  " 
"  I  never  could  see  anything  in  fisliing  "—that  cause 
the  angler  immeasurable  pain  to  wear  a  sweet  smile 
and  vouchsafe  an  acquiescence  when  emanating 
from  the  hps  of  one  in  whose  kindly  graces  he  is 
wishful  of  remaining.  But  once  let  him  see  he  has 
eUcited  your  sympathy,  and  he  will  wax  enthu- 
siastic over  liis  cherished  diversion  ;  in  metaphor, 
he  will  lead  you  to  his  Paradise,  a  river  murmuring 
and  meandering  midst  a  scene  of  ever-changing 
beauty— now  roaring  and  leaping  in  frantic  glee 
through  the  narrow  neck  of  some  formidable 
ravine  ;  then  noiselessly  gUding  at  the  base  of  some 
frowning  moor,  on  whose  bosom  the  evening  mists 
are  wont  to  assemble  preparatory  to  enshroucUng 
the  surrounding  vale  ;  and  he  will  disclose  to  you. 
fair  lady,  the  haunts  of  specimen  fish,  his  plans  and 
aims  for  their  capture— in  fact,  he  will  divulge  pisca- 
torial secrets  that  he  stoically  conceals  from  his 
male  friends,  and  if  only  you  can  refrain  from 
yawning  during  the  recital  of  an  angUng  story  he 
will  worship  you  with  a  feeUng  aldn  to  idolatry. 

As  illustrating  the  increasing  popularity  of  angling 
among  all  classes  of  men  one  has  only  to  observe 
the  space  which  some  of  our  prominent  daily 
journals  exclusively  reserve  for  reports  anent  anghng 
contests,  the  state  of  the  rivers,  and  other  matters 
appertaining  to  angUng.    Again,  not  so  very  many 
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years  ago  the  angler  was  wont  to  roam  wheresoever  he 
willed  in  happy  ignorance  of  what  the  future  held  in 
store  for  him.  And  now  what  a  transformation  ! 
Try  as  he  may  the  itinerant  angler  cannot  descend 
upon  any  river  and  traverse  many  yards  of  its  banks 
without  encountering  a  notice-board  bearing  the 
legend,  "  The  fishing  in  these  waters  is  reserved," 
or  "  Trespassers  will  be  prosecuted."  No,  he  has 
either  to  become  a  member  of  one  or  more  societies 
which  retain  the  sporting  rights  of  rivers  he  is 
desirous  of  exploring,  or  purchase  a  visitor's  ticket ; 
in  addition  to  which  he  is  prohibited  from  taking 
undersized  fish — a  very  just  restriction  indeed — 
his  take  is  restricted  to  so  many  brace  per  day,  and 
his  creel  must  be  open  for  inspection  by  water- 
baiUffs  on  demand.  Far  from  it  be  supposed  that 
because  I  am  setting  forth  the  difference  between 
past  and  present  anghng  I  am  imbued  with  a  feeling 
of  pessimism,  and  lamenting  the  existing  state  of 
affairs.  In  view  of  the  rapid  growth  of  angling 
protective  measures  and  co-operation  are  necessary 
if  the  sport  is  to  lose  nothing  of  its  pleasing  charm. 
An  old  angler,  long  resident  in  a  country  district, 
recently  told  me  that  he  could  at  one  time  count 
the  number  of  anglers  in  his  village  on  the  fingers  of 
one  hand.  "  Now,"  he  went  on  to  say,  ".there  is 
quits  a  small  procession  of  anglers  wending  its  way 
to  the  river  on  favourable  evenings  after  working 
hours — and  some  of  them  are  womenfolk,"  he  added, 
the  while  a  series  of  broad  grins  wreathed  his  corru- 
gated features.     "  What  attraction  has  the  river 

 9"    "  You  see  it's  like  this,"  he  interpolated. 

"  Some  of  the  lads  happen  to  be  courting,  but  if 
there's  been  a  warm  rain  and  the  river's  '  in  fettle,' 
they  want  to  go  fishing  ;  and  as  the  lassies  in  these 
parts  don't  have  all  their  own  way  and  jib  at  being 
left  at  home,  they  do  the  next  best  thing — they  go 
with  them." 

"  And  what  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  angling 
societies,"  I  asked.  "  I  think  they  are  a  very  good 
institution,"  he  rephed.  "  Each  angler  here  is  a 
member  of  a  local  club,  and  subscribes  a  few  shillings 
a  year  which  go  towards  stocking  the  river.  In  my 
early  days  stocking  operations  were  unnecessary. 
Anglers  were  fewer  ;  consequently,  any  decrease  in 
the  natural  stock  of  fish  was  imperceptible.  The 
old  style  of  tackle  has  been  revolutionised,  resulting 
in  a  quaUty  of  fineness  more  effective  than  the  old  ; 
the  modern  fly-fishing  outfit  in  its  entirety  is  so  Ught 
that  a  babe  can  easily  lift  it.  Were  I  to  show  you 
my  heavy  greenheart  rod,  with  its  massive  winch 
and  coarse  line,  and  tell  you  I  have  thrown  a  fly 
with  it  day  after  day  for  hours  at  a  stretch — aye,  and 
filled  many  a  creel  by  its  use — you  would  probably 
discredit  my  story."  "  Oh,  no  !  I  wouldn't  be  so 
unkind,  but  I  think  I  should  call  you  a  Christian 
martyr,"  I  replied,  reflectively. 

Until  quite  recently  it  was  a  rare  occurrence  to 
see  one  of  the  fair  sex  stationed  in  mid-stream,  her 
feet  encased  in  wading  stockings  and  her  form 
clothed  in  a  becoming  costume,  plying  the  gentle  art 
with  all  the  fervour  of  an  enthusiast.  Is  it  the 
substitution  of  Ught  rods  over  heavy,  or  is-  it,  I 
wonder,  the  glowing  description  of  anghng  related 
by  her  male  friends  that  has  induced  the  modem 
Diana  to  acquire  the  art  of  fly-fishing  ?  Probably 
so  !  She  has  been  so  long  accustomed  to  hearing 
angling  topics  raised — even  in  the  drawing-room — 
and  withal  so  impressed  with  the  confessions  of  one 
who  not  infrequently  goes  out  all  day  and  catches 
nothing,  in  that  he  strenuously  avers  he  has  found 
enjoyment  in  the  pursuit,  that  curiosity  ias  obtained 
the  upper  hand  of  her  and  she  has  come  to  the  con- 
clusion there  must  be  some  incentive  to  the  sport 
other  than  that  of  the  mere  taking  of  fish  ;  and  so 
she  has  supplied  herself  with  an  angler's  outfit  to 
gain  practical  demonstration  of  the  captivating 
influence  of  angling.  If  she  have  the  smallest 
flicker  of  Uking  for  the  pastime,  it  mil  soon  be 
kindled  into  flame  by  encouragement  from  the 
sterner  sex,  who,  for  the  pleasure  alone  of  her 
society  by  the  river,  will  readily  teach  her  the  fasci- 
nating art  in  all  its  varied  branches. 

It  has  been  said  that  true  happiness  is  more  ofteu 
found  between  man  and  wife  whose  tastes  are  in 
'  direct  opposition  to  each  other.  In  contrast  to  this 
I  can  recall  the  case  of  a  loving  couple  whose  engage- 
ment was  abruptly  terminated  ovnng  to  a  disagree- 
ment about  the  honeymoon — the  prospective  bride- 
groom was  an  ardent  angler,  and  desired  that  the 
honeymoon  should  be  passed  on  the  Scotch 
moors,  where  he  could  indulge  his  hobby  to 
his  heart's  content ;  while  his  fiancee  insisted 
upon  a  Continental  honeymoon.  It  was  rather 
selfish  of  him,  and  very  ungallant ;  she  failed  to 
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effect  a  compromise,  and  thus  two  lives  were 
wrecked. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that,  because  I  am  a 
bachelor,  I  may  be  talking  on  a  subject  of  which  I 
know  notliing,  or  ought  not  to  know  anything  ;  but 
in  extenuation  I  must  plead  the  fact  that  I  am  a 
very  observant  man. 

No  finer  example  of  the  consummation  of  conjugal 
bliss  can  there  be  than  in  the  lives  of  two  whose 
tastes  he  in  the  same  direction — if  the  pastime  of 
anghng  plays  a  leading  part.  What  a  wanton  waste 
in  hohday  expenditure  when  their  fancies  and  dis- 
positions are  dissimilar  !  The  husband  favours  an 
inland  resort  where  good  fishing  and  shooting  are 
obtainable  :  while  his  wife  prefers  to  inhale  the 
ozone  at  some  fashionable  seaside  town,  with  the 
result  that,  with  the  advent  of  spring-cleaning,  the 
husband  is  hurried  away  to  seek  solace  "  far  from 
the  madding  crowd  "  ;  and  on  his  return  laden  with 
trophies  of  the  chase,  in  the  form  of  a  new  set  of 
anghng  anecdotes  with  which  to  supplement  his 
already  extensive  collection,  just  when  he  has  shaken 
off  the  stains  of  travel  and  ensconced  himself  in  his 
favourite  chair  and  begun  to  think  there  is  no  place 
Uke  home,  he  is  electrified  with  the  announcement 


that  his  better  half  is  making  preparations  for  an 
indefinite  sojourn  at  the  seaside.  Miserahile  dictu  ! 
his  wife  departs  with  the  children,  leaving  him  at 
home  to  "  fend  "  for  himself,  as  it  were,  a  prey  to 
all  maimer  of  dread  suppositions.  The  inherent 
grace  with  which  she  handles  her  rod,  the  ease  and 
accuracy  with  which  she  extends  the  Une,  the  keen 
excitement  her  bewitching  eyes  betray  in  the  play- 
ing of  a  fish,  and  the  merry  laugh  that  exultingly 
ripples  from  her  lips  when  the  quarry  is  safely  landed 
are  but  a  few  of  the  delightful  attributes  the  lady 
devotee  of  angling  possesses.  Brown  Owl. 


THE  EHONE  VALLEY  "PANIEE 
DE  PECHE." 

The  accompanying  illustrations  show  the  quaint 
fishing  creel  prevalent  in  the  Rhone  Valley,  used 
by  the  peasant  anglers  and  made  by  themselves, 
from  whom  one  can  be  bought  for  two  or  three 
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francs.  In  general  shape  the  receptacle  resembles 
the  form  of  a  pair  of  sections  taken  together  from 
a  peeled  orange,  and  it  recalled  to  one  observer 
certain  baskets  used  amongst  the  South  Sea  Islanders 
so  strongly  that  at  first  it  was  thought  to  be  iden- 
tical. The  design  is  probably  one  of  some  anti- 
quity, as  it  varies  but  Uttlc,  and  in  the  widely- 
separated  regions  mentioned  may  equally  estaV^lish 
the  force  of  the  time-worn  adage  that  "  necessity  is 
the  mother  of  invention,"  convenience  being 
perhaps  the  male  parent.  It  is  veiy  simply  con- 
structed of  osiers  interwoven  upon  a  framework  of 
primary  rods  springing  from  a  single-stick,  back- 
bone, or  keel,  into  holes  burned,  in  which  they  arc 
all  inserted  and  secured  by  wire  pins  or  small  nails. 
The  place  of  the  aperture  for  receiving  small  fish  is 
pecuUarly  situated  at  the  back,  close  to  the  standard 
keel,  affording  a  means  of  grasping  the  article  when 
not  being  worn,  and  if  not  so  readily  reached  as  a 
hole  in  the  Ud,  at  least  secures  anything  from  falUng 
out,  being  closed  by  one's  body  when  the  basket  is 
slung.  The  length  of  the  stick  supporting  the 
structure  in  the  sample  is  17in.,  and  this  creel  is 
made  to  contain  101b.  of  fish.  One  of  its  advan- 
tages is  that  it  is  very  Ught,  while  a  fairly  large  fish 
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can  Ue  in  it  without  becoming  distorted,  and  there  is 
room  enough  for  a  bait-box,  fly-book,  etc.,  as  well 
as  a  good  dish  of  fish.  Slung  in  the  hollow  of  one's 
back,  the  creel  is  out  of  the  way  of  bushes,  and 
hangs  as  conveniently  as  any  other  does  by  one 
shoulder  strap.  It  is  compact,  keeps  its  place,  and 
without  hampering  the  body  allows  a  maximum 
access  of  air  to  the  contents.  In  some  cases  the  Ud 
and  part  of  the  back  are  formed  of  Ught  boards,  but 
the  general  shape  is  persistent.  From  the  photo- 
graphs given  any  angler  who  wished  could  have  one 
of  these  creels  made  for  himself. 

Bexwyax. 


Hotel  with  Fishing  and  Shooting  Wantedj 
— One  or  two  correspondents  have  asked  me 
recently  if  I  know  of  any  small  hotel  or  angler's 
inn  with  good  fishing,  and  if  possible  also  shooting 
(wild-fowl,  etc.),  to  be  let.  I  do  not,  but  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  a  line  from  anyone  who  does. — 
R.  B.  IVIabston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
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{Contimted  from  page  132.) 
CHAPTER  VI.  —continued. 
In  fishing  with  the  beetle  you  must  not  be 
Batisfiocl  with  large  numbers  only,  you  must  have 
superior  size  ;  and  if  on  a  good  day,  in  the  same 
water,  you  are  only  kilhng  fish  of  the  same  size 
as  your  neighboiu-  with  the  artificial  fly,  take  it  off 
and  use  another  bait,  provided  you  are  equally 
skilled  in  all  the  various  ways  of  fishing,  and  you 
should  not  rest  satisfied  till  you  are  master  of 
them  all. 

Now  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  the  reader 
despise  all  ideas  of  finicking,  pottering  dapping  with 
the  beetle.     I  have  tried  to  make  him  use  it 
boldly  and  throw  it  determinedly,  and  altogether 
perhaps  he  may  think  it  is  a  clumsy,  bungling 
way  of  fishing — not  so,  however  ;  the  bait  is  clumsy, 
I  admit,  but  the  mode  of  fishing  requires  par- 
ticulai-  skill,  and  for  great  success  much  know- 
ledge of  the  habits  of  the  trout  and  considerable 
experience  will  alone  enable  a  fisherman  to  use 
the  beetle  to  its  full  powers  of  kiUing.     My  own 
mind,  however,  has  always  been  chsinclined  to 
beetle-fishing.     To  me  it  is  of  all  the  modes  of 
fishing  I  shall  describe  (excepting  the  minnow, 
with  which  it  is  on  an  equality)  the  least  plea 
surable  to  the  fisherman ;  for  as  soon  as  he  has 
learnt  the  precise  feeding  spots  of  the  trout,  and 
the  proper  mode  of  working  in  them,  which  arti- 
ficial fly-fishing  in  the  manner  I  practise  teaches, 
he  has  httle  else  to  acquire  from  the  beetle.  At 
first  the  novelty  is  agreeable,  but  soon  a  certain 
tameness  in  its  use  palls  on  one  ;  there  is  a  same- 
ness, a  want  of  variety  about  it,  which  places  it 
infinitely  inferior  in  point  of  spirit  to  the  artificial 
fly  or  the  worm; 


CHAP.TER  VII. 
Fishing  with  the  Maggot; 
The  maggot  by  itself,  simply  on  a  bare  hook,  is 
not  a  mode  of  fishing  I  can  at  all  recommend  to  the 
Devonian  ;  it  wiU  kill  fish,  but  there  are  very  many 
means  far  superior  in  every  way  to  it,  nor  do  I 
know  that  it  is  on  North  Devon  waters  capable  of 
taking  fish  when  other  means  fail.    I  can  therefore 
only  give  you  my  experience  that  it  is  not  worth 
your  consideration,  with  the  view  of  preventing 
disappointment  and  loss  of  time,  should  you  be 
ever  thinking  of  trying  it.    But  the  maggot  may 
be  made  useful  on  North  Devon  streams  when  put 
on  an  artificial  fly.     I  feel  now  on  this  head  to 
labour  under  a  difficulty  which  I  am  even  fearful 
of  not  being  able  with  my  pen  rightly  to  overcome 
— it  is  to  convey  to  the  reader's  mind  a  just  esti- 
mate of  the  power  of  the  maggot  as  a  bait.  I 
know  full  well  that  with  the  generahty  of  fisher- 
men in  North  Devon  the  maggot  stuck  on  a  fly 
is  regarded  with  a  mysterious  feehng,  as  if  it  were 
irresistible  bait ;  it  is  thought  by  many  that  you 
have  but  to  put  on  a  maggot  in  hot  weather  and 
the  trout  will  be  sure  to  come  at  it.-    I  confess 
that  for  many  years  I  over-estimated  the  value  of 
the  maggot,  and  seldom  or  never  ventured  on  the 
small  streams   (as   the   Bray,   etc.)   without  a 
goodly  store  of  them  by  me,  which  I  almost 
invariably  fished  with  on  my  stretcher  flj-,  when 
the  waters  were  very  low   in    bright  summer 
weather.    I  used  to  be  successful,  and  attributed 
my  success  to  the  maggot.    And  well  can  I  recall 
the  meeting  of  brother  fishermen  after  many  a 
day's  sport,  when  they  had  been  viewing  and  ad- 
miring the  trout  I  had  killed ;  one  perhaps  would 
say,  I  suppose  you  must  have  used  the  maggot,  or 
you  would  not  have  killed  such  numbers  and  such 
fine  fish  as  those  ?    This  was  always  said  with  a 
sort  of  knowing  smile  of  facetiousness,  and  I  ad- 
mit that  I  myself  believed  that  the  secret  of  my 
success  was  in  the  maggot.    It  chanced  one  veiy 
bright  morning,  in  the  month  of  Julj^  when  the 
Bray  was  low,  that  on  opem'ng  my  maggot  tin  to 
put  on  the  highly-prized  maggot,  I  discovered  the 
tin  to  be  empty ;  the  Ud  as  I  had  galloped  along 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free, 


to  my  fisliing  ground  had  opened  and  all  my  mag- 
gots were  lost ;  I  had  not  one,  and  my  disappoint- 
ment was  extreme.  I  was  a  long  distance  from 
home,  and  had  no  other  bait  to  use.  I  thought  ] 
should  not  be  able  to  obtain  any  sport  whatever  ; 
still  as  my  rod  and  the  collar  with  the  large  flies 
I  always  used  with  the  maggot  on  it  were  now 
ready,  I  determined  to  make  the  best  of  a  bad 
business,  and  exert  myself  a  httle  to  see  if  it  were 
possible  to  take  trout  with  large  flies  tied  on  No.  7 
Adhngton  hooks,  made  rough  and  gaudy.  I  went 
to  work  (I  need  scarcely  say  that  I  did  not  fish 
down  stream  or  with  a  long  fine),  and  was  dehghted 
and  astonished  to  see  the  trout  run  at  my  big  flies  ; 
and  that  evening  my  brother  fishermen  were  wrong, 
though  I  am  afraid  not  undeceived  in  their  ideas 
of  my  maggot-fishing.  This  day's  sport  led  me 
afterwards  to  try  again,  and  the  result  of  many 
years'  close  observation  has  been  to  convince  me 
of  my  early  folhes,  and  teach  me  that  as  a  general 
rule  a  good  gaudy  fly  without  a  maggot  is  as 
destructive  on  a  small  rapid  river  as  any  fly  with 
a  maggot,  provided  the  fly  be  used  in  a  proper 
manner ;  this  my  experience  tells  me  is  a  general 
rule,  and  under  its  guidance  of  late  years  I  have 
very  seldom  found  it  necessary  or  advantageous  to 
use  the  maggot  on  small  rapid  streams  in  low  water 
and  bright  weather.  Generally  I  have  had  mag 
gots  by  me — seldom  have  I  "used  them,  and  I 
might  probably  have  just  as  well  left  them  at  home, 
for  any  great  advantage  they  ever  proved  to  me. 
This  over-estimate  of  the  value  of  the  maggot  I 
speak  of  in  a  comparative  sense  ;  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  by  experience  I  found  the  maggot 
less  kilhng,  on  the  contrary,  my  power  with  it  in- 
creased— but  I  found  that  I  had  undervalued  the 
power  of  the  artificial  fly.  I  had  neglected  it  at  a 
time  when  I  ought  to  have  earnestly  studied  the 
art  of  using  it,  and  subsequently  when  I  did  so, 
I  learnt  the  relative  importance  of  the  art  and 
instrument.  My  flies  were  the  same,  the  river 
the  same,  but  my  art  of  using  those  self-same  flies 
had  so  improved  that  whereas  I  at  first  could  do 
very  little  with  them,  and  less  than  I  could  have 
done  with  fine  fUes  and  fine  tackle,  subsequently 
when  I  discovered  how  to  use  them  they  equalled 
the  maggot  and  immensely  surpassed  the  finest 
and  best  tied  flies,  the  most  natural  imitations  of 
the  insect  on  the  water  that  could  be  obtained. 

The  maggot,  however,  is  not  to  be  wholly  de- 
spised— it  has  its  utiHty,  and  does  add,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  to  the  exciting  power  of  the  fly. 
These  circumstances  depend  on  the  particular  kind 
of  water  principally.  If  the  water  be  sufficiently 
rapid  for  the  artificial  fly,  I  do  not  think  the  mag- 
got improves  the  fly ;  but  if  the  water  be  such, 
that  in  regarding  it  you  would  say — What  inviting 
spots  these  would  be  if  there  were  only  a  httle 
more  body  of  water  to  improve  their  richness  ! 
such,  that  feeding  places  are  abundant  and  good 
for  the  trout,  but  the  water  scarce  deep  enough, 
or  rapid  enough  to  render  the  fly  certain  of  kilhng 
in  such  water,  probably  you  will  find  that  the 
difficulties  you  have  to  overcome  with  the  fly  are  so 
great  that  the  numbers  taken  (and  especially  the 
size  of  your  fish)  do  not  come  up  to  what  your 
ideas  will  tell  you  the  river  is  capable  of  affording. 
In  such  places  the  maggot  is  an  excellent  appen- 
dage to  the  fly — not  altering  the  character  of  the 
fly  in  the  manner  of  its  usage,  but  adding  to  it  a 
something  which  before  you  felt  was  deficient, 
making  what  was  insipid  and  too  tame  at  once 
exciting  and  irresistible  to  the  trout.  I  hold  that 
it  does  not  alter  the  style  of  fishing,  because  the 
only  style  which  would  be  appUcable  to  the  arti- 
ficial fly  under  the  same  circumstances  is  that 
which  must  be  adopted  for  the  maggot  in  low  water 
and  bright  weather :  I  mean  strictly  up-stream 
fishing,  with  short  Hne.  Fishermen  in  North 
Devon,  who  frequent  the  double  waters  or  the 
Taw,  when  the  water  is  low  and  bright  are  accus- 
tomed to  put  on  a  maggot  to  their  stretcher  fly, 
and  they  place  their  confidence  or  chance  of  sport 
in  the  maggot  only,  and  think  very  lughly  indeed 
of  the  bait.  I  am  inchned  to  think  that  they 
erroneously  refer  their  success  to  the  maggot, 
whereas  it  is  to  their  altered  mode  of  fishing,  of 
which,  however,  they  are  unconscious  and  incon- 
siderate. Accustomed  to  these  rivers  in  spring 
when  there  is  plenty  of  water,  and  not  too  much 
sun,  they  practise,  and  very  properly,  fine  fishing 
as  would  be  commonly  adopted  in  large  trout 
streams,  namely,  fishing  down  stream,  floating  their 
fhes  along  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  patiently 
flogging  the  entire   breadth   of  some  ripphng. 


undulating  pool,  and  showing  off  to  the  general 
congregation  of  trout  their  deceptive  imitations 
of  the  natural  fly.  When,  however,  the  rivers 
become  very  low,  such  spring  pools  are  converted 
into  standing  water,  still  and  shallow,  in  which 
the  artificial  fly,  however  well  made,  will  not  kill 
trout  on  a  bright  summer  day  ;  neither  will  the 
fly  and  maggot;  but  the  remaining  spots  avail- 
able to  the  fisherman  are  rapids,  which  in  spring 
formed  the  heads  of  the  favourite  trout  pools. 
{To  be  continued.) 


DAPPING  ON  LOUGH  DERG. 

It  was  after  an  absence  of  over  three  years  that 
I  found  myself  once  again  last  May  revisiting  my 
happy  hunting  grounds  on  the  banks  of  the  Shannon. 
The  reason  of  my  not  having  been  able  to  spend  the 
last  few  dapping  seasons  on  the  old  lake— this  ex- 
panse of  water  being  one  of  the  beautiful  aneurisms 
of  the  lordly  Shannon — was  simply  due  to  my  being 
employed  upon  those  high  table  lands  which  he 
under  the  glitter  of  the  Southern  Cross,  where  so 
much  bloodshed  and  strife  has  been  going  on  for 
the  upper  hand  in  the  struggle  for  existence,  which 
takes  place  through  every  genera  of  the  animal 
kingdom.    This  May  Fly  season  my  hohday  was  a 
short  one,  consisting  of  only  ten  days,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  dapping,  and  consequently  my  sport 
was  more  or  less  limited,  to  a  certain  extent,  from 
the  unusual  cold  weather  one  sometimes  has  the 
hard  luck  to  experience  in  the  early  part  of  May, 
which  prevents  the  fly  from  rising  to  the  surface  of 
the  water.    Also  the  winds  were  exceedingly  rough 
on  the  lake,  making  it  very  hard  to  fish,  except  from 
off  the  sheltery  shore.    Arriving  by  car  at  the  lake, 
I  found  there  awaiting  me  my  old  faithful  fisherman 
Tim  and  my  cot — that  is,  boat — ready  for  me.  The 
lad  on  Seeing  me  again  was  beaming  with  smiles, 
and  soon  helped  me  to  move  my  traps  and  fishing 
gear  from  off  the  car  into  my  abode,  where  I  should 
have  to  dwell  the  next  few  days,  living  the  life  of  a 
humble  fisherman  in  a  small  cottage  by  the  side  of 
the  silvery  lake.    The  day  after  my  arrival  Tim  and 
I  set  out  in  the  cot  in  spite  of  the  unfavourable 
weather,  the  wind  blowing  from  the  north  being 
exceedingly  cold  with  dark  clouds  overhead.  We 
sailed  off  to  old  haunts,  where  in  days  gone  by  we 
had  landed  many  a  fine  trout.    Needless  to  say,  our 
success  was  poor,  one  bag  for  a  whole  day's  fishing 
reahsing  only  three  trout,  the  largest  weighing  2|lb. 
Nevertheless,  we  were  consoled  by  knomng  that  the 
fly  was  only  just  coming  up  from  the  bottom,  and 
that  we  had  seen  a  few  fish  move,  feeding  on  what 
few  Green  Drakes  there  were  skimming  gracefully 
on  the  water,  drifting  in  front  of  the  wind.  From 
these  facts  we  prophesied  better  sport  for  the 
morrow,  so  rowed  home,  hoping  that  the  next  few 
days  would  prove  more  successful,  when  the  heavy 
lads  now  feeding  on  the  May  Fly  grub  at  the  bottom 
of  the  lake  would  soon  be  at  the  surface  feeding  on 
the  rising  flies.    Dapping  with  the  natural  fly  is  an 
extremely  pretty  sport  and  highly  exciting,  as  one 
has  to  be  armed  with  the  finest  of  tackle,  and  the 
majority  of  fish  hooked  are  trout  that  run  from  21b. 
up  to  71b.  ;  so  you  never  know  the  minute  when 
you  are  hkely  to  be  stuck  in  a  heavy  fish.    With  a 
long  rod  seated  in  a  cot,  one  drifts  in  front  of  the 
wind,  the  boat  being  kept  broadside  on  by  your 
boatman,  keeping  the  hne  as  far  away  from  the  cot 
as  possible  so  that  the  May  Fly  may  skim  over  the 
surface  of  the  water  amongst  other  flies  already  on 
the  water. 

In  the  course  of  your  drift,  here  and  there  you 
will  hear  and  see  a  trout  rising,  sometimes  in  the 
far  distance,  or  maybe  the  rising  fish  is  close  at 
hand.  Now  is  the  anxious  moment  as  your  fly 
floats  over  the  same  spot  where  a  fish  has  been 
feeding.  "  Got  him,"-  shouts  your  boatman,  and 
right  well  you  know  such  is  the  case,  as  the  fish 
rushes  away,  striving  hard  to  free  himself  from  the 
awful  mess  he  has  got  himself  into.  Now  commences 
the  fight  for  dear  fife.  The  reel  g'ves  out  that 
majestic  sound  that  quickens  the  pulsations  of  a 
true  fisherman's  heart — such  music  that  is  only 
known  and  appreciated  by  the  keen  followers  of 
Izaak  Walton.  The  supple  rod  bends  as  the  fish 
boi-es  down  into  the  depths  below,  forwards  then 
backwards  he  rushes,  keeping  well  out  of  sight,  so 
that  you  are  not  able  to  guess  the  size  of  your 
opponent,  who  keeps  you  in  suspense  during  those 
awful  but  delightful  moments  during  which  you  are 
not  quite  sure  of  your  skill,  and  you  wish  to  goodness 
you  had  him  already  safely  in  the  landing-net. 
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Now  he  is  becoming  tired,  the  line  is  gradually 
shortening,  and  you  can  see  the  fine  form  of  a 
spotted  beauty  that  weighs  about  51b.  resting  him- 
self for  a  few  seconds  near  the  surface.  Too  soon 
for  you.  Oh  would-be  captor !  he  recovers  some  of 
his  former  vigour,  and  darts  off  again  into  the  deep 
waters  as  game  as  ever,  causing  your  greenheart  to 
again  assume  that  artistic  curve  which  is  pleasing 
for  the  human  eye  to  behold.  Now  by  degrees  the 
line  becomes  less  and  less  taut,  and  finally  you  are 
able  to  wind  it  up  sufiiciently  .to  bring  your  fish 
within  reach  of  the  landing-net— /Sjc  Fata  volunt. 

My  best  morning's  sport  took  place  on  the  day 
of  my  having  to  leave  the  lake,  and  not  wishing  to 
waste  any  spare  time,  I  fished  for  two  hours  near 
home  and  captured  two  nice  fish,  one  being  the 
largest  trout  I  have  ever  had  the  good  luck  to  land, 
weighing  6|lb.  This  fine  fish  took  me  quite  fifteen 
minutes  to  kill,  as  I  had  to  land  him  myself,  whilst 
my  fisherman  rowed  the  cot  to  keep  us  from  blowing 
in  on  to  the  shore.  Needless  to  say,  I  was  dehghted 
when  the  time  came  that  I  could  manage  to  gaff  the 
fish  through  the  middle  of  the  back  (a  landing-net 
is  too  heavy  to  manipulate  with  one  hand),  as  I 
really  never  expected  to  see  my  spoil  at  the  bottom 
of  the  cot  dead,  my  tackle  being  so  fine  I  had  simply 
to  play  the  fish  right  out.  There  was  no  hauUng 
at  him  like  one  can  at  a  salmon.  Such  sport  as 
above  described  is  fit  for  any  king  to  take  to  to 
while  away  happy  hours  amongst  sporting  shades. 

W.  Rous  Kemp.- 


DEATH  OF  DE.  HAMILTON. 

"Gone  to  that  bourne  whence  no  traveller 
returns",  is  the  record  which  must  be  solemnly 
pronounced  upon  the  passing  away  of  Dr.  Hamilton, 
whose  demise  was  announced  in  the  Times  of 
Sept.  2.  Dr.  Hamilton  was  a  figure  too  well  known 
by  our  readers  to  call  for  a  special  descriptive 
account.  The  fine  old  gentleman  died  last 
Monday  evening  (Aug.  31),  in  his  89th  year.  It 
13  mteresting  to  note  that  although  Dr.  Hamilton 
was  comparatively  an  invalid  during  the  latter 
part  (say  five  years)  of  his  life,  his  faculties 
were  so  keen,  up  to  within  a  month  of  his 
decease,  that  he  took  a  lively  interest  in  birds  and 
fish  as  among  the  most  attractive  items  of  nature. 
He  was  prone  to  speak  with  glee  of  his  grandson 
who,  even  at  seven  years  of  age,  had  a  tussle  with 
a  trout  of  a  pound  weight,  and  who  was  assisted 
by  the  nurse  coming  (at  the  expense  of  a  wetting 
by  slipping  into  the  stream)  to  the  rescue  and 
landing  the  fish.  This  story  delighted  him  im- 
mensely,- It  is  characteristic  of  this  fine  old 
gentleman,  who  was  consigned  to  his  "  long  home  " 
yesterday,  that  he  desired  that  no  flowers  should 
be  put  on  his  grave,  as  he  was  too  fond  of  them  to 
contemplate  their  rotting  on  his  tomb. 

FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  THE  Rev.  Geegoey  C,  Bateman,  A.KG. 

{Continued  from  page  131.) 
GH AFTER   X.— continued. 

Fig.  133  will  perhaps-be  useful  to  some  readers  in 
helping  them  to  understand  the  descriptions  of  the 
various  snails  suitable  for  the  fresh-water  aquarium 
which  will  be  given. 

The  pectinibranchiate  (possessors  of  comb-hke 
gills,  adapted  for  breathing  beneath  the  surface  of 
the  water)  fresh-water  snails  of  Britain  are  di-vdded 
into  three  famihes,  namely,  (1)  Neritidae,  (2)  Palu- 
dinidoB,  (3)  Valvatidce. 

Neritirui  fluviatilis  is  the  only  representative  we 
have  of  the  family  Neritidce.  It  inhabits  running 
streams.  It  will  not  five  long  in  confinement,  and 
It  IS  only  mentioned  here  in  the  hope  that  the  asser- 
tion of  its  unsuitabihty  for  the  aquarium  wiU  save 
some  individuals  of  this  species  much  unhappiness 
and  their  captors  not  a  httle  disappointment. 

The  following  short  description  of  this  mollusc 
may  help  those  who  do  not  know  it  to  identify  it : 
The  body  of  the  animal  is  of  a  dirty-white  colour, 
spotted  with  black  ;  head  almost  black  ;  tentacles 
long,  sUghtly  transparent,  and  streaked  with  black  ; 
eyes  large  and  black,  and  placed  on  short  pedicels 
at  the  base  of  the  tentacles  ;  shell  nearly  ^in.  lo^g, 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
J'w/wngr  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 


of  a  yellowish- brown  colour,  marked  with  spots  of 
white,  brown,  purple,  or  pink ;  there  are  three 
whorls,  the  last  very  large  in  proportion  to  the 
rest ;  spire  very  short ;  sutures  rather  deep  ;  oper- 
culum half-moon  shaped,  and  yellowish,  with  an 


Fig.  133.    Enlaboed  Outline  of  a  Fbesh- 
WATEB  Snail. 

A'Ap^-'^^  ■,  ^'  "^'^lior's  ;  C,  Suture  ;  D,  Spire  ;  E,  Body- Whorl 
1,  Periphery  ;  G,  Inner  Lip  ;  H,  Outer  Lip  ;  1,  Opercuhim. 

orange  border ;  the  shells  are  often  covered  with 
some  chalky  substance.  These  snails  generally 
deposit  their  eggs  upon  the  shells  of  one  another. 
^^"^11  members  of  the  family  Paludinidce 
(dwellers  in  marshy  places)  possess  an  operculum, 
and  each  individual  is  either  male  or  female. 

Paludina  contecta  (whose  specific  name  implies 
that  It  is  operculate)  is  one  of  the  handsomest  of  the 
British  fresh-water  snails.  It  is  found  in  ponds, 
canals,  lakes,  and  slow-running  rivers  in  many  parts 
of  England,  but  especially  in  the  South.  It  is  an 
irritable  animal,  falhng  from  the  stones  and  plants 
to  which  it  may  be  adhering  as  soon  as  it  is  touched 
or  startled.  The  snail  is  ovoviviparous,  the  eggs 
being  hatched  within  the  oviduct  of  the  mother,  and 
the  fry  are  retained  there,  sometimes  for  at  least 
two  months,  until  they  are  able  to  take  some  care 
of  themselves.  The  young  are  not  excluded  from 
the  parental  shell  all  at  once,  but  gradually.  Some- 
times only  two  or  three  are  sent  out  into  the  watery 
world  around  them  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  longer. 
These  fry,  frequently  numbering  as  many  as  thirty, 
have  at  first  rows  of  bristles  or  cilia  upon  their  shells, 
\vhich  after  a  time  disappear  and  are  replaced  by 
the  brown  bands  which  mark  the  full-grown  snail. 
P.  contecta  has  long  and  elegant  tentacles,  which 
diverge  somewhat.  The  eyes,  which  are  round  and 
bkck,  and  rather  large,  are  situated  upon  short 
pedicels  on  the  outer  bases  of  the  tentacles.  The 
colour  of  the  body  varies  from  dark  grey  to  dark 
brown,  and  is  spotted  with  yellow.  The  foot  is 
ovate,  and  has  a  yellowish  margin;  the  head  is 
small.  The  brownish-green  shell  is  sometimes  Ifin 
long  and  more  than  lin.  broad.  There  are  six 
whorls  :  the  first  is  not  much  more  than  a  mere 
point,  but  the  last  is  very  large,  exceeding  in  length 
half  of  the  entire  shell.    The  last  whorl  has  three 


Fig.  134,    Paludina  vivipaba, 

and  the  two  whorls  next  to  it  two,  rather  broad 
brown  spiral  bands.  The  sutures  of  the  shell  are 
very  deep,  and  the  aperture  is  pear-shaped.  The 
operculum  is  thin,  and  the  Unes  of  growth  are 
plainly  seen.  This  snail  is  very  useful  in  the  aqua- 
rium. The  male  has  the  right  tentacle  shorter  and 
thicker  than  the  left. 

Paludina  vivipara  (Fig.  134)  very  much  resembles 
the  last  species  in  habits,  habitat,  and  structure. 


The  body,  in  colour,  is  almost  black  and  spotted 
with  yellow  ;  the  tentacles  are  bluish-black  and  are 
thinly  sprinkled  with  yellow  or  orange  spots  ;  the 
shell  is  much  like  that  of  the  P.  cdntecta,  but  it  is 
more  oblong  in  shape  and  less  glossy  in  colour,  and 
the  whorls  are  not  so  swollen,  nor  consequently  are 
the  sutures  so  deep.  The  body-whorl  of  this  snail 
has  three  bands,  which  are  clearly  shown  in  the 
accompanying  illustration.  The  shells  of  both 
species  are  marked  with  broad  brown  bands,  almost 
exactly  in  the  same  way.  The  apex  of  the  shell  of 
P.  vivipara  is  blunter  than  that  of  the  P.  contecta, 
and  the  operculum  thicker.  This  snail,  which  is 
sometimes  called  the  "  Fresh-water  Winkle,"-  is  a 
favourite  with  aquarium  keepers,  and  as  it  seems  to 
prefer  to  feed  upon  decaying  vegetation,  it  is  very 
useful  in  the  tank.  It  is  much  more  proUfic  and 
more  active  than  its  near  relative  P.  contecta,  and  it 
also,  as  its  specific  name  implies,  brings  forth  its 
young  aUve.  More  than  eighty  fry  in  different 
stages  of  growth  are  said  to  have  been  counted  in 
the  ovary  of  a  female  of  this  species.  The  "  Fresh- 
water Winkle,"  unlike  P.  contecta,  clings  most  tena- 
ciously to  that  substance  to  which  it  may  be  adher- 
ing when  touched.  Sometimes,  indeed,  it  seems  as 
though  the  animal  would  be  injured  in  the  attemjjt 
to  detach  it  from  the  side  of  an  aquarium.  Under 
such  circumstances  it  should  be  gently  sUd  up  the 
glass  or  side  until  it  is  above  the  surface  of  the  water, 
when,  as  a  rule,  it  will  immediately  let  go  its  hold. 
The  right  tentacle,  when  it  is  shorter  and  thicker 
than  the  left,  distinguishes  the  male. 

Bythinia  tentaculata  (Fig.  135)  is  an  interesting 
Httle  snail,  found  more  or  less  abundantly  in  the 
slow-running  rivers,  ponds,  canals,  and  cUtches  of 


Fig.  135.    Bythinia  tentaculata. 

nearly  every  part  of  Britain  except  Scotland,  where 
it  is  rather  local.  It  is  oviparous,  and  deposits  its 
IS,  arranged  in  two  or  three  rows,  in  an  oblong 
mass  upon  stones,  the  stalks  and  leaves  of  aquatic 
plants,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  while  in  confine- 
ment, upon  the  sides  of  the  aquarium.  The  labour 
of  lajdng  the  eggs,  sometimes  numbering  as  many 
as  seventy,  occupies  several  days.  The  httle  animal 
carefully  cleans  every  spot  upon  which  she  deposits 
an  egg.  The  fry  are  hatched,  according  to  the  tem- 
perature of  the  water,  in  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
days,  and  do  not  reach  maturity  until  they  are  about 
two  years  old.  The  body  of  the  animal  is  almost 
black,  and  spotted  -with  yellow.  The  tentacles  are 
fiUform  (thread-like),  and  diverge  considerably ; 
both  tentacles  of  the  male,  unlike  the  genus  just 
described,  are  of  the  same  size.  The  eyes  are  black, 
large,  and  sessile.  The  shell  is  conical,  and  of  a 
yellowish  horn-colour  and  glossy.  There  are  five 
whorls,  the  last  taking  up  more  than  half  of  the 
shell.  The  sutures  are  rather  deep,  and  the  apex  is 
pointed.  The  operculum  is  thick  and  oval.  This  is 
a  useful  little  snail  in  the  aquarium,  often  feeding 
upon  decaying  vegetation,  and  not  un-willing  at 
times  to  partake  of  a  httle  animal  food.  From  the 
name  Bythinia  one  would  imagine  that  the  membera 
of  this  genus  always  dwell  in  deep  water  ;  but  this 
is  not  the  case  by  any  means,  for  they  are  frequently 
found  in  shallow  streams,  small  ponds,  canals,  and 
ditches. 

VaJvaia  piscinalis  is  a  little  mollusc,  whose  name 
signifies  that  it  possesses  an  operculum  and  Uves  in 
fish-ponds  :  it  should  not  be  introduced  into  an 
aquarium  which  is  rather  wanting  in  gro-sving  plants, 
for  it  will  feed  chiefly  upon  them.  It  is  an  interest- 
ing animal  and  well  worthy  of  a  place  in  a  tank 
which  is  rich  enough  in  vegetation  to  supply  it  ■with 
food  without  sufl^ering  in  consequence.  The  re- 
spiratory organs  of  this  snail  are  curious  :  it  pos- 
sesses a  branchial  plume  and  a  branchial  thread. 
The  former  consists  of  gills  which  somewhat  re- 
semble feathers,  and  which  extend  beyond  the  edge 
of  the  mantle  when  the  animal  is  in  motion.  The 
latter  is  a  tentacle-Uke  appendage  on  the  right  side 
of  the  mantle.  When  this  snail  is  young  it  is  either 
male  or  female,  but  when  it  is  old  it  becomes  both 
male  and  female.  It  is  found  in  ponds,  ditches, 
anals,  and  slowly-running  streams  nearly  every- 
here.  Th^  body  of  the  animal  is  rather  trans- 
parent, of  a  yellowish-grey  colour,  and  spotted  -with 
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white.  The  tentacles  are  rather  thick  and  placed 
near  together.  The  eyes  are  large  and  black,  and 
situated  upon  very  short  pedicels  at  the  base  of  the 
tentacles.  The  shell  is  about  |in.  long  and  of  a 
yellowish  horn-coloiu' ;  its  shape  is  conical,  and 
there  are  five  whorls,  the  largest  of  which  more  than 
equals  in  length  all  the  rest  together.  The  sutures 
are  deep  ;  the  aperture  is  circular  and  the  opercu- 
lum round  and  horny.  The  shell  is  found  attached 
to  the  cases  of  certain  caddis-worms.  The  T^.  pis- 
cinalis  lays  from  sixteen  to  twenty  eggs,  which  are 
hatched  in  about  the  same  number  of  days.  The 
shells  of  the  fry  are  so  transparent  that  the  young 
animals  within  can  be  very  plainly  seen. 

Valmfa  cristata,  though  not  large  enough  for  the 
ordinary  aquarium,  is  interesting  in  those  small 
tanks  in  which  fish  are  not  kept.  It  is  found  upon 
weeds  growing  in  slow-rumiing  or  stagnant  water. 
Like  the  last  species,  and  as  its  specific  name  denotes, 
it  possesses  a  branchial  plume  and  a  branchial 
thread.  Its  body  is  dark  brown,  slightly  spotted 
with  black.  The  tentacles  are  close  together  and 
thread-Uke.  The  shell  is  so  much  compressed  that 
it  somewhat  resembles  that  of  the  genus  Planorbis. 
It  is  about  |in.  in  diameter,  and  of  a  light  horn- 
colour.  The  operculum  has  been  likened  to  an 
"  inverted  pot-lid." 

{To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genbbal  Remabks. — The  river  is 
getting  very  clear  and  the  upper  reaches  are  quite 
bright,  and  the  stream  is  slackening,  so  that  fishing 
will  be  more  difficult  and  bank  anglers  are  likely  to 
get  less  sport.  During  the  past  week  roach  and 
bream  were  feeding  fairly  well.  At  Kingston,  on 
Monday,  Aug.  31,  I  had  eight  dozen  roach,  but  they 
were  only  caught  by  trying  different  swims  and 
getting  about  a  doz^-n  fish  from  each.  The  bait  was 
bread  crust,  and  out  of  the  eight  dozen  only  two 
dozen  fish  were  retained,  the  other  fish  only  just 
measuring  about  eeven  inches.  Large  roach  appear 
very  scarce,  or  at  any  rate  diflSculc  to  take.  Barbel 
fishing  is  improving  a  little ;  a  fish  of  81b.  has 
been  caught  at  Windsor,  and  one  of  71b.  at 
Wraysbury.  At  Teddington  I  regret  to  hear 
that  sport  has  been  poor,  and  Walter  McBride 
and  Sidney  McBride  have  been  summoned  for  using 
night  lines  below  the  weir.  Five  previous  con- 
victions were  proved  against  Walter,  who  was  fined 
£5,  including  costs,  and  Sidney  was  fined  £1,  in- 
cluding costs.  The  Thames  Conservancy  must  be 
congratulated  upon  the  efforts  they  are  putting 
forth  to  protect  the  pleasure  of  the  people  on  the 
river,  and  also  to  preserve  the  angling.  The  mad 
way  in  which  several  launches  are  being  run  on  the 
river  is  also  receiving  attention,  and  rightly  so,  as 
the  wash  destroys  the  spawn,  and  is  doing  immense 
harm  to  the  banks  of  the  river. — F.  H.  Amphlbtt. 

 (Henley). — The  water  has  run  down  rather 

fine,  but  there  is  si  ill  a  nice  stream  running.  Sport 
continues  good,  although  the  roach  are  feeding  a 
little  more  shyly.  Some  good  bags  have  been  made. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tribe,  -with  S.  Arlett,  during  a  week's 
fishing,  have  taken  616  fish,  630  of  which  were 
roach,  the  others  being  jack,  perch,  chub,  dace, 
and  gudgeon.  Mr.  F.  Crisp,  fishing  with  G.  Vaughan, 
on  Aug.  29,  took  361b.  of  jacK,  best  fish  8Jlb. 
Patrons  of  J.  James,  G.  Arlett,  Sargeant,  and  W. 
Vaughan  have  been  rewarded  with  some  fair  sport. 
A  perch  of  21b.  2oz.  has  been  ciught  here,  and  a 
trout  of  I3in.  has  been  bagged  near  Hambledon. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (Pangbourne). — The  Thames  is  now  in 

splendid  order.  We  are  having  some  excellent 
sport.  Trout  T^lb.  and  jack  lO^lb.  have  been 
.aadsd,  besides  good  baskets  of  roach,  etc. — W. 

UODDAED. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeacli). — Some  days 
during  the  week  gusty  winds  have  made  angling 
troublesome.  But  at  the  time  of  writing  we  seem 
to  be  in  the  full  glory  of  summer.  Sport  has  not 
been  quite  so  good,  but  a  great  many  bags  of  mixed 
fish  have  been  had  up  to  101b.  each.  Pike,  on  the 
windy  days,  were  running  well,  sevaral  had  up  to 
4|lb.  each;  a  great  many  smaller,  ones  have  been 
returned  to  the  river.  SUver  bream  and  perch  have 
also  beea  had  in  great  numbers,  with  eels  up  to 
IJlb.  each.  With  this  present  weather  prospects 
Hio  rosy, — JoEN  O.  GEOKGff,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — Not  for  very  many  years 
have  the  rivers  been  so  high  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember as  they  are  now.    To-day  (Wednesday, 


Sept.  2)  after  eighteen  hours  of  continuous  rain 
they  are  in  manv  casps  overflowing  the  banks. 
Fishing  is  impossible.  There  is  a  very  fine  stock  of 
peal  and  salmon  in  the  Camel,  but  with  the  floods 
they  move  )  iaht  away  into  the  upper  waters.  From 
Tresarrett  upwards  there  ought  to  be  fine  sport 
when  the  waters  decrease.  Trout  fishing  is  very 
poor  except  in  the  moorland  streams.  Dr.  Mole,  of 
Callington,  got  a  trout  of  21b.  7oz.  in  the  Tavy  a 
few  days  ago. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Angling  continues 
to  be  very  slow,  and  catches  made  during  the  past 
week  have  been  few  and  far  between.  The  water 
has  kept  up  very  high  during  the  continuous  rain. 
There  are  many  fresh  run  p^al  in  the  stream.  On 
Monday,  Aug.  31,  Mr.  E.  Di^tin  creeled  one  nice 
peal,  and  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin 
had  one  and  a  brace  of  trout.  Mr.  G  irrow  Green 
has  had  Pome  fair  catches.  Recently,  on  the  higher 
reaches,  I  hear  that  Mr.  Jackscn  landed  four  salmon. 
The  flies  for  trout  are  Black  Spider  and  Edmond's 
Palmer;  and  for  peal,  Alexandria  and  Silver  Drake. 
— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths). — Mr.  Evans,  writing  from  the  above 
hotel,  respecting  the  lengths  of  these  rivers  connected 
with  that  hotel,  states  that  Mr.  W.  S.  Bassett  (of 
Maidenhead)  took  two-and-a  half  brace  of  trout  on 
Wednesday  (Aug.  26) ;  eight  brace  on  Thursday ; 
Friday,  a  blank  ;  two  brace  on  Saturday;  five  brace 
on  Monday ;  two  brace  on  Tuesday ;  one  fish  on 
Wednesday  :  twenty  brace  within  eight  days.  The 
eight  brace  of  Thursday  were  killed  with  a  Pale 
Olive,  and  with  the  same  fly  Mr.  G.  F.  R.  Barker 
got  two-and-a-half  brace  on  Saturday,  and  Mr. 
Hughes,  two  brace,  in  the  Manifold,  on  Tuesday. 
The  prospects  on  these  rivars,  with  the  changed 
weather,  are  encouraging. — W.  Evans. 

Uden  (Carlisle). — The  nets  in  the  river  ceased 
operation  at  midnight  on  Aug.  31.  As  the  river 
has  been  for  some  days,  and  is  still,  in  full  volume, 
the  prospects  for  the  autumn  salmon  fishing  are 
good.  Indeed,  there  are  already  a  good  many  fish 
up,  and  they  have  been  going  over  the  pass  at 
Armathwaite  Weir  in  fine  style.  One  day  last 
week  one  gentleman  killed  five  near  the  foot  of  the 
Eamont,  and  others  have  been  landed.  Theherling 
have  not  been  numerous  this  year,  but  there  are  a 
good  many  sea-trout  in  the  river.  In  the  Warwick 
Hall  water  Mr.  Bramwell  had  seven  in  a  day's 
fishing.  Some  heavy  fish  up  to  301b.  were  taken  in 
the  nets  in  the  last  two  or  three  days  of  the  season. 
— Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).  —  During  the  past  week  several 
good  spates  have  been  experienced  in  the  district, 
and  the  river  has  in  consequence  been  somewhat 
freshened.  There  is,  however,  a  continuance  in  the 
absence  of  remunerative  sport,  and  only  a  few 
anglers  are  plying  the  rod.  Su  far  a  good  number 
of  fish  have  ascended  the  weir  at  Ruswarp,  and 
should  the  condition  of  the  water  improve,  some 
good  sport  is  assured.  Sea  angling  has  numerous 
votarips,  and  one  or  two  boats  which  have  fished  in 
the  offing  have  had  some  capital  takes  of  mixed 
fish,  chiefly  haddock,  gurnet,  whiting,  etc. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dulverton).  — The  rivers  are 
now  in  flood,  so  that  salmon  will  undoubtedly  be 
plentiful  in  our  rivers  for  some  time.  Mr.  Tracy 
has  recently  had  good  sport,  having  landed  five 
within  a  few  days.  From  the  condition  of  the 
water  this  should  be  a  record  month.  Trout  fishing 
has  been  impossible  to-day  (Sept.  2).  —  Blue 
Upbight. 

£ze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Sport  generally  has 
been  quiet  lately  ;  some  trout  have  been  taken 
with  Fern  Web,  Blue  Upriijht,  and  summer  flies; 
also  by  upstream  worm  fishing  in  the  Exe  and 
Greedy.  In  the  canal  a  large  number  of  perch 
have  been  taken,  but  generally  running  small. 
Roach  and  eels  have  also  been  on  the  feed,  s  jme 
large  samples  of  the  latter  having  been  in  evidence. 
An  application  has  been  made  to  the-  Board  of 
Trade  for  the  confirmation  of  sever<il  bye-laws  in 
connection  with  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  district, 
which  if  confirmed  will  not  only  benefit  the  sea 
fishing  but  conduce  to  a  better  state  of  things  as 
regards  pollution  and  deposits  in  the  sea  into  which 
our  excellent  fishing  rivers  flow. — Red  Palmes. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
The  heavy  rains  we  have  had  during  the  last  ten 
days  or  so  have  given  anglers  really  wnat  they  want 
in  this  district— that  is,  a  fresh  to  stir  up  the  fish. 
The  rains  have  also  put  a  little  colour  in  the  water, 
which  was  getting  very  bright.  There  is  not  much 
to  be  said  of  the  sport  about  Wisbech  ;  it  has, 
however,  been  principally  confined  to  roach  and 
rudd.  A  fe w  p3rch  have  been  captured  with  worms, 
and  on  the  Forty-foot  section  about  Billingborough 
there  hav3  been  operations  among  rudd  and  roach, 
the  best  being  from  61b.  to  81b.  for  the  day.  Pike 
fishing  commences  on  the  preserved  waters  of  the 
Forty-foot  next  Tuesday  —Limpet. 


Itchen  (Winchester). — On  Aug.'  28,  south-west 
winds  and  becoming  cold  in  the  evenings.  We  had 
a  slight  rise  of  Pale  Watery  Duns  and  Blues,  cora- 
mencine  at  about  10  o'clock,  and  in  the  evening  a 
little  Spinner,  and  at  dusk  a  rise  of  Blue  Winged 
Olives.  On  Aug.  29,  strong  westerly  winds.  Fly 
hatched  nub  at  about  10  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  lasted  until  11.30.  Various  shades  of  Pale 
Watery  Duns.  Iron  Blues,  and  a  good  rise  of 
spinners,  chiefly  Sherry  Sninner,  and  it  lasted  about 
half  an  hour.  On  Aug.  30,  cold  strong  south-west 
wind.  Fly  hatched  out  from  11.30  to  2  o'clock,  but 
fish  did  not  take  well.  The  evening  was  very  cold, 
and  the  fall  of  Spinner  a  failure,  a  little  Olive  hatched 
out  at  dusk.  On  Aug.  31.  light  south-west  winds, 
fly  hatched  out  very  well  and  fish  took  all  day. 
Tnere  was  a  good  rise  of  dv,  and  in  the  evening  a 
good  fall  of  Spinners,  chiefly  Sherry,  and  the  river  a 
complete  boil  of  rising  fish.  At  almost  dark,  a  con- 
siderable quantify  of  Sedge. — Pale  Watery  Dun. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — On  Wednesday  (Sept.  2), 
the  Lea  was  bright  but  showing  a  nice  fre=h  head  of 
water.  A  week  ago  it  was  in  flojd  and  the  colour 
of  mud,  but  the  Lea  is  a  river  which  has  always 
had  a  reputation  for  fining  down  quickly.  More 
nice  baskets  of  roach  are  reported.  Between  Rye 
House  and  St.  Margaret's  one  ro  i  has  accounted 
for  two  101b.  takes  of  those  fish,  and  at  the  last- 
named  resort  pike  up  to  81b.  and  some  nice  tench 
have  been  brought  to  bink.  In  the  Hertford 
waters  chub  up  to  4|lb.  have  been  creeled,  and 
roach,  dace,  and  pike  have  further  been  taken 
there.  A  young  man  has  been  fined  lOs.  for  snatching 
a  pike  in  the  Lea  at  Hertford.  The  Lea  Conservancy 
prosecuted.  The  defendant  belonged  to  Hertford, 
and  the  offence  was  committed  in  the  Broadwater. 
His  snatch  hooks  were  also  confiscated  by  the 
magistrates.  The  Stort,  Beane,  and  Rib  are  clear. 
Some  fri«nds  of  mine  are  out  on  the  Rib  this  week, 
but  down  to  the  time  of  writing — by  the  way,  it  is 
raining  again  as  I  despatch  this  ! — •[  have  received 
no  reports  of  sport  from  them. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — During  the  last  week  a  muoti 
larger  number  of  anglers  h&ve  visited  these  waters, 
but  the  sport,  though  fair,  has  not  been  so  good  all 
round.  Best  catches  of  bream  reported  were,  14lb., 
131b.,  and  I2lb.  Two  citches  of  71b.  each  were  the 
best  of  the  roach  —P.  W.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — These  streams 
were  getting  into  good  order  a.cain.  and  were  lower- 
ing nicely,  and  in  fair  condition  for  fly  fishing  by- 
Tuesday  night,  when  a  change  in  the  weather  took 
place,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  rain  is  falling,  and 
the  rivers  are  again  getting  coloured  and  ai-e  rising, 
and  there  will  be  little  prospect  of  fishing  this  week. 
After  Thursday,  last  week,  there  were  a  fair  number 
of  anglers  out,  and  used  fly  and  minnow,  but  sport 
was  limited.  Trout  being  scarce,  some  nice  gravling 
were  landod  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  with  the  fly  in 
both  streams.  Fishing  will  be  slow  for  some  days. 
The  Pinsley  is  coloured  and  out  of  order.— Gwynne, 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
River  hid  become  fishable,  when,  after  two  days  of 
fine  weather,  rain  set  in  this  morning  (Sept.  2),  and 
has  continued  to  fall  thick  and  steadily  ever  since, 
with  the  result  that  now  (6.30  p.m.)  rivers  are  rising 
with  muddy  water,  and  as  the  outlook  is  far  from 
promising,  no  hope  can  ba  entertained  for  sport 
till  the  weather  settles  fine.  Glass  low  ;  wind  south, 
light ;  rain  falling.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Tne  unsettled  weather 
of  last  week  has  given  place  to  a  spell  of  a  delightful 
change,  the  hot  weather  we  have  been  experiencing 
this  week  drawing  many  to  the  river,  but  although 
the  water  is  rather  high,  yet  in  fair  condition  for 
angling,  no  very  exceptional  catches  have  been 
made.  The  best  bream  weighed  41b.  I5oz  ,  and  was 
caught  at  Orton  Staunch  by  Mr.  J.  Turner.  At 
Ouudle,  three  rods  secured  seventy-three  bream, 
and  of  this  number  thirty-seven  were  hooked  by  Mr. 
Guv  Ludlow. — E.  A.  S. 

Plymouth. — Tne  rivers  are  still  in  very  good 
order,  and  there  is  plenty  of  water.  Plenty  of 
salmon  and  peal  have  been  taken  on  the  Dart  and 
the  Cad,  and  there  are  plenty  of  both  salmon  and 
peal  in  the  Tavy  in  the  various  pools  from  Double 
Waters  down.  Several  also  run  up  the  higher 
reaches. — William  Heardeb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Heavy  water  has  tem- 
porarily put  a  stop  to  the  wholesale  netting  out  of 
all  kinds  of  fish  at  Shrewsbury,  which  has  been 
gomg  on  all  through  the  summer,  and  it  is  hoped 
that°ere  another  year  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  serious  injury  that  is  thus  being  done  to  the 
fishing. — Hafben. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cam  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  has  not  been  the  slightest  improve- 
ment in  the  state  of  the  weather  in  this  neighbour- 
hood during  the  past  ten  days.  One  fine  day 
followed  by  two  or  three  wets  ones  is  still  the  rule, 
and  consequently  all  these  rivers  continue  to  be 
more  or  less  flooded.    Anglers  are  having  a  very 
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Langholm  water  the  same  angler'  oreeleci  'five 
sea-trout,  three  herling  and  two  yellow ,  trout  ; 
Mr.  W.  Borthwiok,  four  sea-trout ;  Mr.  \V.  fUjss, 
three  herling  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Marr  had 
some  yellow  trout ;  and  Mr.  Harknesa  a  sea-trout. 
Mr.  T.  Morrison  caught  a  salmon  weighing  151b. ; 
and  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  jun.,  one  of  KJlb.  Mr.  D. 
Elliot  had  a  grilse  in  King  Pool  in  Upper  Esk ;  Mr. 
Carthew,  Yorstoun,  a  salmon  of  91b.  in  Irvine  House 
water.  In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  Bonar  caught  a 
salmon  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Murray  one  of  81b.  In 
Netherby  reserved  water,  Mr.  W.  M.  Robinson  had 
a  basket  of  fifty  two  herling  and  twelve  brown  trout. 
Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  Bainbridge,  Colne, 
caught  four  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  Waller 
had  1 01b.  of  sea-trout  and  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Ferguson, 
four  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Little, 
sea-trout,  21b.,  and  four  herling;  Mr.  W.  McMillan, 
a  sea-trout  and  three  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Morrison,  a 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  Helps,  three  herling  and  some  yellow 
trout,  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  J.  Beattie  killed 
a  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout  in  Ewes ;  Mr. 
Frank  Story  had  three  sea-trout.  In  the  Canonbie 
water,  Mr.  Loch  had  a  basket  of  seven  sea-trout, 
five  herling,  and  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J. 
Armstrong  caught  a  grilse  S.JIb. ;  Mr.  Adam  Keen 
creeled  a  grilse,  four  sea-trout,  and  twenty  herling 
during  the  week.  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  four  sea-trout  and 
over  fifty  herling  ;  Mr.  Tom  Steel,  three  sea-trout 
and  twenty  herling;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagshaw,  four 
sea-trout  and  a  score  of  herling;  Mr.  D.  Edgar,  two 
sea-trout  and  twenty  herling ;  Mr.  James  Scott, 
sea-trout  and  herling. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (BanlFshire).— The  river  has  been  un- 
settled and  fish  have  bean  coming  short  during  the 
past  week.  On  Mr.  Porter's  Corniehaugh  fishings 
Lady  Bridge  killed  a  salmon  of  8^1b.,  and  on  the 
Marnoch  Lodge  section  the  Right  Hon.  J.  W. 
Mellor,  K.C.,  M.P.,  grassed  a  tine  fish  scaling 
I7|lb.-X. 

Pindhoru  (Morayshire). — For  some  weeks  past 
sport  has  improved  considerably  and  some  good 
baskets  have  been  got.  During  the  last  heavy 
freshet.  Mr.  W.  Wiseman  had  one  of  the  best  baskets 
ever  taken  here,  consisting  of  twenty-six  fresh  run 
sea-trout  weighing  from  Jib.  to  2Jlb.  each.  Very 
few  salmon  have  been  taken  so  far,  but  sea-trout, 
finnock,  and  brown  trout  are  very  plentiful.  Good 
baskets  are  being  got  by  Messrs.  Prodgers,  W. 
Taylor,  R.  Stewart,  J.  Stewart,  Galbraith,  Mac- 
donald,  D.  R.  Leitch,  and  J.  Munro,  varying  from 
51b.  to  141b.  in  weight.  On  Aug.  28,  on  the  Mosset, 
Mr.  J.  Hunter  caught  a  brown  trout  of  51b.,  which 
constitutes  a  record  for  this  district.  The  upper 
reaches  this  season  are  all  tenanted  by  enthusiastic 
anelers,  and  all  are  giving  excellent  sport. — D.  R.  L. 

Hebridean  Sporting'  Association  (So-uth 
Harris). — The  total  catch  from  Aug.  1  to  28  by 
anglers  residing  in  Rodel  House  has  been  :  Twenty- 
four  salmon,  1331b.  6oz.  ;  346  sea-trout,  3031b.  2oz. ; 
and  by  anglers  residing  in  Finsbay  Lodge,  two 
salmon,  91b.  7oz. ;  706  sea-trout,  3141b.  2oz. — 
G.  W.  D.  Stirling. 

Locli  Leven  (Kinross). — The  Loch  Leven  season 
closed  on  Monday  (Aug.  31),  when  only  one  boat 
was  out  all  day,  with  Mr.  Millar  and  friend,  Edin- 
burgh, who  creeled  five  trout,  weighing  81b.  The 
weather  has  been  stormy  during  the  past  week,  and 
sport  continuas  to  rule  poor.  Few  anglers  were 
out ;  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Millar,  Edinburgh,  how- 
ever, secured  thirteen  fine  trout,  which  weighed 
191b.,  their  heaviest  scaling  3lb.  4oz.  Mr.  Ballingall, 
Dundee,  had  six  trout,  61b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Rushworth, 
Edinburgh,  four  trout,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Henderson, 
Linlithgow,  five  trout,  51b.  Five  members  of  the 
Perthshire  Club  captured  nine  trout,  61b.  6oz,  Ten 
members  of  the  Dunfermline  Club  had  twenty -seven 
trout,  321b.  2^oz.  First,  Mr.  H.  M.  Brownlie,  five 
trout,  61b.  lloz. ;  second,  Mr.  W.  Watson,  four  trout, 
51b.  14oz.  The  Glasgow  Wanderers'  Club,  with  five 
rods,  had  six  trout.  61b.  4iz  First,  Mr.  C.  Marchant, 
two  trout,  31b.  7^oz.  Twelve  competitors  engaged 
in  the  Kinross-shire  Club  competiticn  and  captured 
seven  trout,  91b.  8oz.  First,  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  two 
trout,  41b.  The  heaviest  trout  captured  during  the 
week  weighed  31b.  4oz  — Robt.  B.  L.*.ing. 

North,  of  Scotland.— The  Dae  has  been  in  flood 
twice  since  Aug.  30.  The  prospects  were  seldom 
or  ever  so  good  as  they  are  at  present.  The  nets 
being  off,  the  pools  are  being  repleted  with  fresh 
run  fish  and  a  heavy  head  are  meantime  working 
up  the  river.  Grand  spoit  will  be  the  order  of  the 
day  next  week.  Don. — A  fine  head  of  autumn  fish 
are  in  the  lower  waters  and  getting  over  the  dykes. 
On  the  Grandholm  water  Lady  SuSolk's  party 
creeled  five  on  Tuesday.  Several  have  been  got  on 
Fintray  House  and  Kintore  waters.  The  pros- 
pects of  an  early  and  prolific  autumn  are  well 
assured. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan  was  in  flood  on 
Aug.  27,  and  bait  fishers  were  out  fishing  with  worm. 
In  the  lower  waters,  Mr.  W.  Johnstone  caught  a  bas- 
ketfvil  of  herling  and  j  ello  w  trout  in  the  Miller  Holm 
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poor  time  of  it,  which  i-j  more  to  be  regretted  as 
just  at  present  the  Oldham  people  are  having  their 
annual  week's  holiday,  and  hundreds  of  them  are 
now  in  this  vicinity,  and  those  fond  of  angling  state 
that  their  catches  consist  principally  of  pike,  chub, 
perch,  roach,  and  dace.  Very  few  trout  have  been 
taken  recently  from  these  rivers  owing  to  the  water 
being  so  much  out  of  condition. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
The  early  part  of  this  week  has  been  fine  and 
summerlike,  then  on  Wednesday  evening  down 
came  the  rain.  Rivers  were  getting  in  trim  with  a 
hope  of  sport  at  the  week-end.  There  is  but  little 
to  record — a  few  dace  from  the  Adur,  a  pike  of  41b. 
taken  near  Henfield,  and  from  the  upper  water  of 
the  Ouse  a  few  roach  and  chub.  Chichester  Canal 
holds  its  own;  eels  seem  plentiful,  some  of  2Jlb  , 
pike  up  to  31b.,  and  bream  of  2Jlb.,  are  among  the 
record  of  the  week. — Geobge  F,  Salteb. 

Ta-w  (N.  Devon).— Rivers  still  very  high,  and 
not  clear  enough  for  fishing;  rain  falls  too  inces- 
santly to  allow  it  to  clear.  Salmon  have  been  taken 
in  the  hutches,  and  the  net  men  cannot  fish  in  the 
very  rough  water.  Few  trout  taken  with  the  worm 
and  minnow. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — At  time  of 
writing  (Aug.  31)  the  river  is  in  excellent  fishing 
order.  A  number  of  salmon  have  been  landed 
during  the  past  week,  and  nice  baskets  of  trout 
taken. — H. 

  (Llandyssil). — River  still  at  a  nice  level  for 

angling,  and  salmon  very  plentiful.  At  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday,  Sept.  2)  it  is  raining  and 
water  risirg.  Some  nice  salmon  caught  since 
Aug.  27— 191b  ,  14pb.,  131b.,  and  9Jlb.,  and  several 
sewin,  but  the  latter  rather  small,  largest  about  a 
pound.  Prospects  of  sport  for  the  remainder  of 
season,  which  ends  Oct.  31,  distinctly  good,  and 
points  to  a  record  season.  — Vio. 

Teme  (Lndlo'W). — The  Teme  in  this  district  at 
the  end  of  last  week  bad  gone  down  and  cleared  and 
was  in  fair  order  for  fishing  up  to  Tuesday  evening 
(Sept,  1).  The  weather  on  Monday  (Aug.  31)  and 
"Tuesday  (Sept.  1)  was  beautiful  and  fine,  and  there 
were  a  good  few  anglers  out.  On  Tuesday  night 
(Sept.  1)  there  was  a  change  in  the  weather,  heavy 
rain  set  in,  and  on  Wednesday  (Sept.  2)  there  was 
a  heavy  thunderstorm  and  rain  continued  all  day  ; 
the  rivers  are  rising  and  are  changing  colour,  and 
will  be  quite  cut  of  fishing  order  by  the  end  of  the 
week  ;  there  is  little  prospect  of  sport  being  had 
with  fly  for  some  days.  Before  the  rain  the  trout 
and  grayling  were  rising  better  and  angling  was 
brisk  — S.  Ludlow. 

 ■  (Tenbury).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  was 

running  in  fair  order  for  fishing  up  to  Wednesday, 
the  weather  being  beautiful  and  fine,  and  it  was 
hoped  the  much  reeded  fine  weather  had  arrived, 
but  on  Wednesday  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  accompanied 
by  thunder  passed  over  the  district;  the  river 
is  now  changing  colour  and  will  be  high  before  the 
end  of  the  week,  and  has  spoiled  a  chance  of  fly 
fishing  for  some  dajs.  Angiiog  at  the  latter  end 
of  last  week  and  the  early  part  of  this  weis  fairly 
good. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Kivers. — Last  Monday,  Aug  31,  closed  the  net 
season.  Rods  have  now  a  fine  chance  of  sport. 
The  heavy  rains  of  the  last  few  days  has  put  our 
river  in  flood,  and  the  Tyne  salmon  are  ascending 
the  river  in  exceptionally  large  numbers,  and 
salmon  and  sea-trout  have  taken  the  fly  well.  I  am 
told  on  good  authoiity  one  gentleman  on  a  stretch 
of  private  water  killed  nine  salmon  in  about  two 
hours'  fishing :  this  is  a  good  indication  of  running 
fish.  On  Aug.  28,  the  Rev.  M.  Walmsley  and  friend 
fishing  in  private  water  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Barrasford  killed  with  the  flj'  a  good  creel  of  trout, 
while  his  friend  creeled  ten  fine  trout,  averaging 
lib.  each.  On  the  Coquet,  on  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Sims. 
Gateshead,  had  a  tough  fight  with  a  24Jlb.  bull 
trout;  Mr.  Jameson,  Newcastle,  killed  on  prawn 


tackle  a  fine  11 -pounder.  On  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Mills 
killed  seven  good  trout. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger- 
street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). — Heavy 
rains  have  fallen  on  the  Wolds,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing Fen  lands  of  the  Witham  have  been  subjected 
to  a  great  rise,  which  has  rendered  the  lower  lengths 
unfishable.  It  is  a  long  time  since  such  a  volume  of 
water  passed  the  Grand  Sluice.  It  was  not  until 
Wednesday  that  catches  were  noticeable,  but  since 
then  the  slaughter  has  been  very  great.  Many 
bream  have  been  caught  between  3lb.  and  61b. 
apiece.  Two  local  anglers  are  credited  with  a  cwt. 
of  bream  each.  Two  visitors  got  801b.  each,  and 
individual  catches  have  varied  between  201b.  and 
401b.  Roach  fishing  has  improved  at  Bardney, 
Dogdyke,  Tattershall,  and  other  points. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Sport  on 
these  rivers  has  been  fairly  good,  as  a  nice  lot  of 
fish  have  been  taken  with  both  fly  and  bottom  fish- 
ing. The  Wye,  although  rather  too  high  for 
obtaining  good  baskets,  has  yielded  a  nice  lot  of 
both  trout  and  grayling ;  also  the  Derwent  Darley- 
dale  Club's  portion  of  the  river,  several  anglers 
securing  nice  creels  of  fish,  Messrs.  W.  and  C.  Kirk- 
land  landing  three  brace  and  three  fish  respectively  ; 
Mr.  Clay,  two  or  three  fish.  The  Matlock  and 
Cromford  A.  A.  water  yielded  good  baskets,  Mr, 
White  creeling  several  very  nice  fish,  one  trout 
weighing  lib.  12oz.,  one  graylingof  lib.,  and  several 
smaller  ones;  Mr.  H.  Cooper,  three  brace  and  a 
half  ;  these  were  caught  on  Monday,  Aug.  31.  There 
has  also  been  a  few  grayling  and  roach  taken  near 
Whatstandwell. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  S'wale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks), — At  the  time  of  sending  this  report 
all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  running  very  high  and 
coloured,  which  will  put  a  stop  to  angling  for  a  day 
or  two.  Should  no  more  rain  fall  all  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  will  be  in  excellent  trim  for  angling  by  the 
end  of  the  week.  Sport  during  the  week  has 
varied.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  have 
been  fishing  well  at  Burnsall,  good  baskets  of 
trout  having  been  got  with  fly  and  minnow. 
On  the  lower  reaches  at  Ilkley  and  Otley  nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  made  with  natural  minnow  and 
worm.  At  CoUingham  and  Boston  Spa  sport  has 
varied  but  in  the  district  of  Tadcaster  and 
Ulleskelf  some  heavy  baskets  of  coarse  fish 
have  been  caught  with  gentles  and  wasp  grub.  A 
few  nice  pike  have  also  been  taken  with  live  bait. 
The  Nidd  is  in  very  fair  condition.  On  Saturday 
last  (Aug.  29),  the  Nidderdale  A.C.  held  a  match  at 
Summerbridge  on  the  Nidd.  Seventeen  members 
fished.  First  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Powell  with 
seven  fish  weighing  21b.  15|oz.  During  the  week 
the  Knaresboro'  A  C.  put  over  2000  young  trout 
out  of  one  of  their  rearing  ponds  into  the  club 
waters,  several  of  the  young  trout  measuring 
4Jin.  in  length.  The  Yore  and  its  tributaries 
have  all  been  in  flood,  but  should  no  more 
rain  fall  the  waters  will  be  in  excellent  con- 
dition for  fly.  On  Saturday  last  over  500  anglers 
of  the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers 
journeyed  into  Lincolnshire  to  fish  their  annual 
match  at  Kirkstead  on  the  Witham.  Sport  on  the 
whole  was  good.  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bozley,  of  the  West 
Leeds  Club,  fproved  to  be  the  chief  prize  winner, 
with  101b.  Joz.  He  carried  off  the  "  Witham 
Trophy  "  for  his  club,  a  gold  medal  for  weight.  He 
also  holds  the  "  Slater-Foxcroft  Silver  Challenge 
Cup  "  for  twelve  months,  and  a  marble  clock  and 
two  bronze  figures,  also  a  licence  prize  of  lOs.  Od.  in 
cash.  His  "trophy"  fish  weighed  51b.  9oz — John 
E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy   (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). — Mr. 

Cooper,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig  on  Aug.  31,  caught 
fourteen  trout,  51b. — Alex.  Nicol. 

Border  ISsk  and  Liddle. — On  Friday,  Aug.  28, 
Mr.  Bainbridge  had  four  sea-trout  and  four  yellow 
trout  in  Langholm  water,  and  on  Saturday  two  sea- 
trout  in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  Phayre  Loch  had 
three  sea- trout  in  Liddle,  and  on  "Monday  and 
Tuesday  ten  sea  trout ;  Mr.  Bainbridge,  two  sea- 
trout  and  ten  yellow  trout.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Holt 
caught  two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout, 
and  Mr.  Brighouse  some  herling  and  yellow 
trout  in  the  same  water.  In  the  upper  waters 
Mr.  C.  Elliot  caught   a  salmon  7 Jib.,   while  in 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  Hies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Jlouuted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  E.xtra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  ;  "  Piscator,  Leed§." 
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■waf  er,  opposite  to  Galabank.  Mr.  George  Carruthers 
canghfc  a  dozen  herling  with  the  worm  in  the  portion 
above  Annan  Bridge.  Mr.  W.  Ogilvie  had  about  the 
same  number.  Mr.  J.  Dixon  had  nine  herling  and 
yellow  trout,  Mr.  Aitehison,  Queensberry  Arms 
Hotel,  had  a  fair  basket  of  herling  in  the  Everholm 
portion,  Mr.  T.  Shortridge-Tweedie  caught  seventeen 
herling  and  yellow  trout,  Mr.  T.  Gibson  a  brace  of 
herling,  Mr.  W.  Wright  landed  several  herling  in  the 
Holm  portion.  Mr.  Irving  had  a  nice  lot  of  herling  in 
♦  he  Northfield  water  above  the  Newbie  Mill  Canal. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  W.  Robinson  caught 
some  good  herling  at  BrydekLrk  Canal,  and  several 
of  the  villagers  who  receive  permits  to  fish  in  the 
Mount  Annan  waters  during  spates  had  fair  baskets, 
all  with  worm.  The  Dumfries  Nith.  —  On 
Monday  evening,  Mr.  R.  McMillan,  Sanquhar,  had 
a  nice  ten-pound  salmon  in  the  Lady's  Pool, 
Mercoch,  and  Mr.  H.  Hunter  landed  a  fine  yellow 
trout  of  31b.  out  of  the  Elwick  Bridge  pool.  In  the 
Mid-Nithsdale  portion,  odd  sea-trout  and  herling 
have  been  caught,  and  the  Closeburn  waters 
have  also  been  doing  pretty  well.  The  Nith 
and  tributaries  were  in  flood  on  Wednesday. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — The  Fleet  of  Gatehouse 
has  been  infgood  trim,  and  a  number  of  herling  and 
sea-trout  have  been  landed  by  the  local  anglers. 
On  Monday  (Aug.  31),  Mr.  R.  Winstanley,  Liver- 
pool, caught  four  herling  ;  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Macadam, 
Liverpool,  one  or  two.  Mr.  David  Macadam  had  a 
fine  catch  of  fifteen  herling  at  one  fishing  and  eight 
at  another  outing.  Mr.  G.  McMurray  caught  eight 
at  one  outing.  Mr.  T.  McTaggart  landed  four, 
Mr.  W.  Maxwell  a  brace.  On  Thursday  (Aug.  27), 
the  river  was  in  fiood  and  many  rods  were  out 
fishing  with  worm.  Mr.  W.  Bendall  killed  a  fine 
grilse  of  "jlb.,  Mr.  G.  McMurray  landed  six  herling, 
Mr.  Maxwell  three,  Mr.  Macadam  had  five  herling. 
On  another  occasion,  Mr.  G.  McMurray  two  sea-trout 
of  l^lb.  and  21b.  each,  while  several  other  rods  had 
herling.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire. — A 
largenumber  of  salmon  have  ascended  this  river.  The 
net  fishing  in  the  river  closed  on  Wednesday,  Aug. 
26,  and  anglers  anticipate  good  sport  this  back-end. 
Most  of  the  angling  is  in  private  hands.  No  reports 
came  from  the  Cree  of  Creetown  this  week. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— Owing  to  the  unsettled 
nature  of  the  weather  sport  last  week  was  indifferent. 
Fishing  on  the  Glengrant  water.  Captain  Salvage 
killed  tour  grilse,  weighing  from  51b.  to  81b  ,  and  on 
the  same  water  Major  Grant  killed  a  salmon,  a 
beauty,  of  241b.  The  net  salmon  fishing  on  the 
Spey,  which  closed  last  week,  wtis  again  below  the 
average.  In  the  early  spring  good  numbers  of 
salm<  n  were  obtained,  but  the  summer  fishing  was 
not  so  satisfactory.  Grilse  were  exceptionally 
fcarce,  the  number  killed  being  much  smaller  than 
during  the  past  few  years.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  sea-fishing  along  the  coast. — J.  M. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenuess,  Orkney). — 
On  Aug.  25.  Mr.  Webb  had  two  trout,  2|lb. ;  Rev. 
T.-P.  Cheyne,  one,  IJlb.;  Mr.  Fraser,  one.  lib.;  Capt. 
Sconce,  two,  21b. ;  Mr.  Clapham  and  son,  fifteen, 
lllb.,  heaviest,  21b.;  Mr.  Swire,  five,  3^1b.  ;  Messrs. 
Willett  and  Grimsdale,  nine,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Symonds, 
eight,  81b.,  heaviest,  21b.  On  the  26th,  Capt.  Sconce 
had  two  trout,  4ib.,  heaviest,  2Jlb. ;  Rev.  T.  P. 
Chej  nf>,  one,  l|lb.  ;  Mr.  Swire,  three,  4^1b.,  heaviest, 
31b.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  Omona  had  one  trout,  51b.  ; 
Messrs.  Willett  and  Grimsdale,  thirteen,  91b., 
heaviest,  21b.  On  the  29th,  Mr.  Webb  had  three 
tiout,  41b.  On  the  31st,  Mr.  Clapham  had  eight 
trout,  41b. — John  Mackay. 

Tay. — The  autumn  salmon  fishing  on  the  river 
Tay  this  season  promises  to  be  exceptionally  good, 
and  angleis  are  anticipating  first-rate  sport.  There 
is  a  good  show  of  fish  in  the  middle  and  lower 
reaches  of  the  river.  From  the  time  the  nets  went 
off  (Aug.  20)  the  water  was  in  fine  ply,  and  con- 
tinued in  good  order  up  till  Aug.  22.  On  Aug.  23 
rain  fell  in  torrents.  The  river  came  out  a  few  feet 
on  Aug.  24,  and  by  Aug.  25  mid-day  the  flood  had 
increased  to  about  six  feet.  To  day  (Aug.  26) 
the  river  continues  to  run  in  flood  and  is  very 
dirty.  In  consequence  ot  this  flood  little  or  no 
sport  has  been  got  on  any  of  the  beats  during 
the  last  few  days.  The  following  are  a  note  of 
the  principal  takes  got  since  the  nets  went  off. 
IsLAMouTH  Beat. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Aug.  22 
Lord  Biythswood  landed  three  salmon  of  261b., 
211b.,  and  181b.,  and  one  grilse  of  81b.  From  the 
second  boat  on  same  day  Mr.  Bell  killed  one  salmon 
of  161b.,  and  three  grilse  of  71b.,  6Jlb.,  and  5|lb. 
On  the  25th  Lord  Biythswood  had  one  grilse  of  71b., 
and  Mr.  Bell  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  6^1b.  On  the 
29th  Lord  Biythswood  killed  one  salmon  of  161b., 
and  three  grilse  of  41b.,  51b.,  and  61b.  Upper 
Cahqill, — Mr.  Ernest  Moon,  K.C.,  fishing  this 
water  on  the  22nd  landed  one  salmon  of  171b., 
and  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  51b.  Lower  Cargill. 
— Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry,  fishing  this  beat  on 
the  24th,  killed  two  grilse    of  7Jlb.   and  61b. 


Willies  Stone.— Fishing  this  beat  on  Aug.  22, 
Mr.  H.  J.  Pearith  landed  one  salmon  of  261b.  and 
two  grilse  of  5ilb.  and  81b.  On  the  25th  Mr.  A.  O. 
Miles  had  one'fish  of  191b.,  and  on  the  29th,  two 
grilse  of  51b.  and  9Jlb.  Upper  Stobhall. — Mr. 
Arch.  Coats,  fishing  this  beat  on  the  22nd,  killed 
a  salmon  of  191b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  On  the 
25th,  Messrs.  Arch.  Coats  and  P.  D.  Malloch  had 
two  fish,  131b.  and  211b.,  and  two  grilse  of  61b.  and 
51b.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  Illingworth  killed  one  grilse 
of  7Mb.,  and  on  the  29th  two  fish,  of  121b.  and  161b. 
Lower  Stobhall. — On  the  24th,  Mr.  Archd.  Coats 
and  party  landed  six  grilse  of  91b.,  71b.,  61b.,  61b., 
51b.,  and  51b.,  Mr.  Coats  having  four  to  his  own  rod. 
On  the  26th,  Mr.  Coats  killed  one  salmon  of 
211b..  and  on  the  28th  a  griUe  of  71b.  Mr.  Illing- 
worth had  also  one  grilse  of  81b.  on  the  28th, 
BuBNMouTH  Stobhall. — Mr.  Henry  Peters,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Aug.  29,  landed  two  griise  of  61b.  each. 
Catholes  —Mr.  Wm.  Black,  fishing  this  beat  on 
Aug.  20,  killed  four  grilse  of  71b.,  71b.,  5|lb.,  and 
51b. ;  and  on  Aug.  22,  one  salmon  of  141b.  Upper 
Stanley.— Fishing  this  water  on  Aug.  21,  Mr.  M. 
T.  Martin  landed  one  grilse  of  5^1b.  On  Aug.  26, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  killed  two  fish  of  191b.  and 
171b.  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  71b.  On  Aug.  28, 
Mr.  Martin  had  one  salmon  of  191b.  and  a  grilse  of 
71b.  ;  and  on  Aug.  31  another  grilse  of  91b.  Lower 
Stanley. — Mr.  Devonport.  fishing  this  beat  on 
Aug.  20,  killed  one  fish  of  151b.  and  two  grilse  of 
71b.  and  91b.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin,  fishing 
the  same  beat  on  Aug.  22,  landed  three  salmon  of 
201b.,  171b.,  and  151b.,  and  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  71b. 
Mrs.  Martin  killed  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  Aug.  25 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  on  Aug.  27  killed  two  grilse  of 
101b.  and  61b.,  and  on  Aug.  29  three  grilse  of  7Alb 
5ilb.,  and  6ilb.— A.  A.  as. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinchi  Fishery  (Galway).  —  Very  un- 
favourable for  fishing  during  last  week.  Heavy 
rain  with  south  and  west  winds.  Rivers  and  lakes 
very  high  at  present.  During  the  week  Mr.  John 
Hey  gate  secured  thirty-three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Hartley 
Lees,  thirty-three  sea-trout,  and  two  peal,  61b.,  61b. ; 
Mr.  H.  Bieknell,  twenty-five  sea-trout  in  four  days  ; 
Mr.  W.  W.  Wickham,  seventeen  sea-trout;  Mr.  T.' 
M.  Pike,  fifty-three  sea-trout,  and  two  peal,  5lb.[ 
61b.  ;  Mr.  D.  Adams,  fifty  sea-trout  in  three  days ; 
Dr.  Fenton,  forty-four  sea-trout,  and  one  summer 
fish,  ll^lb.  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Pearson,  thirty  sea- trout  in 
three  days.  Total  for  week  :  Five  salmon,  34ilb. ; 
and  285  sea-trout. — Jock  Scott.  ' ' 

Bann  and  Tributaries.— This  river  has  been  dis- 
coloured and  out  of  order  for  the  week,  and  little 
sport  was  obtained  on  any  of  the  stretches.  It  rose 
twelve  inches,  and  all  the  flax  water  from  the  tribu- 
taries that  discharge  into  the  lake  is  now  being 
carried  to  the  sea  by  the  high  flood  that  is  running. 
The  greater  part  of  the  flax  has  been  removed  from 
the  steeps  along  the  valleys  of  the  Upper  Bann, 
Blackwdter,  Ballinderry,  and  Moyola,  and  there  is 
so  little  of  the  poisonous  water  remaining  that  it 
will  not  do  any  injury  to  angling  for  what  remains 
of  the  season.  Sergeant  Millar  caught  two  grilse, 
4ilb.  and  71b.,  on  the  Portglenone  stretch;  Mr. 
F.  Wilson  one  grilse,  61b.,  and  one  salmon.  151b., 
on  the  Ivilrea  reach ;  Mr.  O'Rork  Dickey  five 
salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from  6!b.  to  101b.,  and 
Mr.  W.  Wilson  one  salmon,  171b.,  on  the  Movanagher 
and  Caronroe  section?.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— Trouting  is  indifferent 
on  the  Woodburn  and  Stoneyford  reservoirs,  and 
the  flax  water  is  strongly  in  evidence  in  the  local 
rivers.  On  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Alex.  Meenan,  J.P.,  killed 
two  trout,  of  71b.  and  l|lb.,  on  the  Antrim  Road 
basin.  Had  it  been  made  up,  the  larger  fish  should 
have  scaled  101b.  A  number  of  J-pounders  were 
taken  on  it.  Fishing  the  Money-Caragh  on  Aug.  28, 
a  local  man  had  over  three  dozen  white  trout,  up 
to  21b.,  and  on  the  Braid  Mr.  A.  J.  Collins,  Belfast, 
and  Eagleson,  the  keeper,  killed  twenty-one  and 
twenty-two  trout  each,  the  majority  half-pounders, 
and  one  two-pounder  taken  by  the  keeper. — J.  A.  B. 

Brue  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  Erne 
was  much  discoloured  and  the  water  very  unsettled 
owing  to  the  heavy  rainfall  during  the  past  week, 
and,  in  consequence,  sport  was  poor.  Mr.  Sidney 
Smith  landed  four  salmon,  weiahing  from  81b.  to 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Joseph  Hone,  fix  salmon,  weighing  from 
61b.  to  lllb.  ;  Capt.  O'Neill  and  friend,  four  salmon, 
weighing  from  8lD.  to  131b.  At  time  of  writing  the 
river  is  again  in  high  flood,  but  the  rain  has  ceased 
falling  during  the  last  two  days,  and  the  river  will 
now  be  in  order  again. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Iiough  Kelvin. — Trouting  has  been  very  good 
on  the  lake  during  the  past  week,  and  the  anglers 
out  on  the  lake  generally  took  a  number  of  nice 
baskets  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout.  Mr.  Tim- 
money  caught  fifteen  gillarooes  on  Aug.  27,  weighing 
18Jlb. ;  Capt.  Baker,  R.N.,  caught  a  nice  trout  of 
41b.  weight  on  Aug.  31,  and  Mr.  Hughes  caught 
three  trout  (ealmo  ferox\  trolling,  of  51b.,  3Jlb.,  and 


3Jlb.  on  Aug.  29.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather 
is  fine,  and  sport  continues  good  on  the  lake. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh  (Toome).— Perch  fishing  at  this  * 
station  was  very  poor  all  the  season,  pike  fishing 
good,  and  trouting  on  the  Bann  and  above  the 
Falls  medium.  On  Aug.  29  the  Ulster  Anglers  had 
a  pegged  down  course  fishing  competition  on  the 
canal.  Thirty-five  competed.  The  prize  winners 
were  :  first,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  jun.  ;  second, 
Mr.  S.  W.  Dowell ;  third,  Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe.  Two 
beautiful  lake-trout,  scaling  lOlb.  and  11  Jib.,  and 
measuring  32^in.  and  28in.  in  length  respectively, 
were  taken  in  a  net  off  the  Tyrone  shores  and  sent 
to  Billingsgate.  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Megannity 
had  large  catches  of  jack. — J.  A.  B. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  is  high,  and  the  flax  water  is  clearing 
out  well.  The  nets  having  gone  off  on  Aug.  19, 
there  should  be  splendid  fishing  till  the  close  of  the 
season,  which  haa  only  five  weeks  to  run.  Since 
last  notes  Messrs.  Sharkie,  Hamilton,  Dansey,  and 
J.  J.  Sweeney  had  several  fish  up  to  101b.  on  the 
Mourne  and  its  tributaries. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  here  very  unsettled  with  heavy 
rain,  and  storm  has  left  the  river  and  loughs  full ; 
Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  eighteen  grilse,  1141b  ;  Mr.Scroop. 
eight  grilse,  541b  ;  Mr.  W.  Mellick,  seven  grilse,  431b.; 
Dr.  Kells,  five  grilse,  291b. ;  Mr.  Cutler  on  the  lough, 
one  grilse,  61b.  Trout  have  been  got  on  the  loughs 
occasionally  ;  Mr.  Cording  and  friend,  eight  jack, 
largest  171b. — Pat  Hearns. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— The  lakes 
and  streams  of  this  fishing  have  been  in  flood  for 
the  past  week.  Previous  to  that  sea-trout  fishing 
was  pretty  good. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  at  la^t 
seems  settled.  A  vast  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen 
for  some  weeks  past,  and  we  now  have  the  water  in 
splendid  order  and  with  a  good  supply  of  fish. — J. 
Enriqht  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Summer  weather  at  last  and  calmer 
seas.  Numbers  of  boat  anglers  were  off  yesterday 
and  to-day.  I  came  across  an  enthusiastic  angler  )■ 
from  Tunbridge  Wells  this  afternoon  (Sept.  2)  ;  j 
he  had  taken  a  lot  of  mixed  fish  —  large  ^ 
eels,  pout,  etc. — and  all  by  rod  fishing.  Am  glad  V 
to  note  that  rod  fishing  is  coming  more  to  the  fore.  | 
— H.  f 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  unsettled  weather  lately  t 
there  is  every  prospect  of  early  fishing  this  season.  ^ 
I  may  mention  there  have  been  some  decent  takes 
of  good  codling,  pouting,  a  few  whiting  and  flat  fish, 
etc.,  and  in  all  probability  there  will  be  better  sport 
with  favourable  weather  the  next  spring  tides 
which  will  suit  well  week  end  and  next  week. —  '• 
E.  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

  (the  Pier). — Great  disappointment  is  still 

daily  experienced  by  large  numbers  of  visiting 
anglers,  general  results  being  most  unsatisfactory. 
The  water  remains  in  splendid  colour,  yet  fish  of 
all  kinds  are  extremely  scarce.  The  pier  catch  on 
Friday,  Aug.  28,  consisted  chiefly  of  a  large  codling, 
a  fine  plaice,  and  four  small  congers.  On  Saturday, 
Aug.  29,  Mr.  A.  Hutchings  made  a  small  bag  of 
codling,  and  the  pouting  also  showed  up  in  fair 
numbers.  The  30th  yielded  but  poor  results,  but 
included  a  codling  of  31b.  and  a  2^1b.  conger,  both 
of  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Hutchings.  Monday, 
Aug.  31,  found  quite  a  crowd  of  newly-arrived 
anglers  in  position,  but  most  of  them  soon  beat  a 
retreat  when  they  found  their  best  efforts  unavailing 
to  secure  any  quarry.  Matters  improved  slightly 
on  Tuesday,  Sept  1,  when  a  good  number  of  pouting 
were  caught,  also  a  few  dabs,  and  a  green  wrasse. 
Mr.  T.  Sexton  also  met  with  fair  success  among  ths 
pollack,  landing  ten  of  fair  size,  and  missing  several 
others.  Wednesday,  Sept.  2,  witnessed  the  finest 
capture  of  the  present  season — a  splendid  plaice  of 
31b.,  taken  during  early  morning  hours  by  Mr.  Ames. 
Mr.  Couzens  and  Mr.  Barnett  had  a  little  sport 
among  the  pollack. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S  ) 

Penzance. — Sport  decidedly  better.  Mr.  Boyton 
(B.S.A.S.)  and  Mr.  Urry,  on  Aug.  29,  caught  six 
large  pollack,  two  craybsh,  81b.  and  7ilb.,  twenty 
pouting,  twenty  bream,  twenty  whiting,  three  sharks, 
three  gurnards,  ten  bibs,  twenty  dogfish;  alsj 
brought  a  large  shark  to  surface  when  the  tackle 
broke,  judged  it  to  be  seven  feet  long.  Another 
catch — eighty  large  pouting,  twenty  bream,  one 
cod  (large)  and  a  lot  of  whiting  and  small  fish. 
On  Sept.  1  I,  with  the  B.S.A.S.  boatman,  W.  Taylor, 
had  good  sport ;  the  catch,  which  weighed  over 
l|cwt.,  included  nine  large  pollack,  thirty-five 
whiting,  eight  mackerel,  three  ling  (one  201b.  weight 
gave  good  sport),  eight  pouting,  twelve  bream,  three 
sharks,  and  thirty  various  small  fish.  Pier  fishing. 
— Fair  catches  of  small  pollack,  smelt,  and  chad, 
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also  an  occasional  mullet  and  flounder  and  some 
conger.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth. — We  are  having  another  visit  of  the 
mackerel  this  month,  and  they  are  taking  them  in 
large  quantities  inside  the  Breakwater.  For  the 
last  two  or  three  days  I  should  think  I  have  counted 
from  100  to  150  boats  of  all  sizes,  some  rowing  and 
some  sailing,  from  the  humble  punt  to  the  lordly 
trawler  of  thirty  to  forty  tons,  and  they  seem  to  be 
all  of  them  busy.  One  of  my  fishermen  had  ten 
dozen  in  two  and  a  half  hours  in  his  18-foot  drop- 
keel  sailing  boat  single  handed.  The  fish  are  not 
large,  but  when  put  in  the  pan  almost  alive  are 
very  sweet.  There  are  plenty  of  pollack  also  at  the 
various  marks,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  so  many  bass 
beinc;  caught  this  week. — W.  Heabdee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Wahner. — The  great  improvement  in  the  weather 
has  been  followed  by  a  corresponding  improvement 
in  sport,  codling  of  good  size,  pouting,  conger,  and 
flat-fish  having  been  fairly  plentiful.  The  most 
killing  bait  is  lug,  and  the  best  localities  are  Old 
Stairs  Bay,  vmder  the  South  Foreland,  and  Walmer 
Castle  Hole.  All  the  largest  takes  have  been  made 
in  the  direction  of  St.  Margarets.  Two  or  three 
boats  have  landed  ten  score  of  pouting  and  a  few 
codling  each  during  the  past  few  days,  and  as 
weather  prospects  are  more  favourable  good  sport 
may  be  anticipated  for  the  week-end.  The  visitors' 
season  is  now  in  full  swing,  so  anglers  contemplating 
a  trial  here  should  make  sure  of  their  accommoda- 
tion. Weather  and  aea  at  time  of  writing  all  that 
could  be  desired. — Chables  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.), 


Associations,  etc. 

Angleks'  Association. 
The  General  Committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
next,  September  7,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodeuff. 

Anolees'  Benevolent  Society. 
Since  last  report,  four  cases  have  been  submitted, 
and  £21  voted.  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
£1  153.  from  the  box  of  the  late  Houndsfield  Otters, 
and  3s.  from  E.  Brickell,  Esq.,  Broxbourne.  The 
committee  have  accepted  Mr.  Abraham's  kind  offer 
to  organise  the  Autumn  Competition.  I  have 
received  parcels  of  tackle  from  Messrs.  Basten  and 
Connellan  (Gresham  Angling  Society)  for  the  Con- 
valescent Homes.  I  should  like  to  get  a  good  assort- 
ment of  sea  hooks ;  so  if  anyone  has  a  few  stamps 
to  spare,  kindly  send  them  to — W.  H.  Babbee, 
9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Beitish  Sea  Anglees'  Society. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Basten  took  the  chair  at  the  usual 
Wednesday  meeting  in  Fetter-lane.  Reports  from 
the  society's  agents  and  letters  from  members 
reporting  the  fishing  at  Bridlington,  Filey,  Cromer, 
Clacton,  Southend,  Margate,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover, 
Brighton,  Folkestone,  East  Looe  (Mevagissey) 
Polperro,  Lizard  (Coverack),Port  Wrinkle. Penzance, 
Mousehole,  Whitehaven,  Campbelltown,  Lochinver, 
Falmouth,  Weymouth,  Hastings,  Solent,  Bally- 
cotton  were  read.  The  Secretary  reported  that  one 
of  the  Society's  medals  was  taken  by  a  member.  Dr. 
Wall,  at  the  Weymouth  competition  last  week,  and 
that  the  awards  had  been  made  up  of  the  Cup  and 
Medals  for  the  1902-3  Specimen  Fish  Competition. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Croft  Handley  taking  the  Sarcelle  Cup, 
having  secured  the  greatest  number  of  points.  Full 
particulars  will  be  supplied  next  week.  A  most 
mteresting  report  from  Mr.  Hyde,  who  is  fishing  the 
Cornish  Coast,  was  read  and  commented  upon.  Mr. 
G.  A.  Maull  had  mounted  his  specimen  wrasse  and 
presented  it  to  the  Society,  and  a  number  of  books 
were  handed  in  as  additions  to  the  library.  The 
usual  votes  of  thanks  followed.  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
reported  having  attended,  on  behalf  of  the  Society, 
a  very  successful  meeting  at  Folkestone,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  Sea  Angling  Association  there 
— the  fishing  being  exceptionally  good  there,  the 
news  was  received  with  pleasure,  especially  as  the 
new  Association  is  to  be  affiliated  to  the  parent 
Society  in  London, — Hon.  Repoetee. 

City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
(Sept.  2).  Mr.  Robert  Snare  and  Mr.  T.  Gilbert 
successively  occupying  the  chair.  There  was  a 
very  nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  Haynes  (from  Datchet), 
having  a  fine  tray  of  heavy  fish,  consisting  of 
eleven  chub,  3  roach,  and  one  dace ;  Mr.  A.  E. 
Jackson  also  having  a  capital  tray  of  specimens, 
part  of  a  large  mixed  catch  from  the  Ihames,  some 
six  dozen  roach,  up  to  l^lb.,  also  dace,  and  a  good 
barbel.  Other  fish  weie  reported  as  follows: — 
Mr.  T.W.  Maynard,  dace  and  roach  from  Pangbourne 
and  Goring;  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  a  mixed  catch  including 
small  jack;  Mr.  Higgs,  some  three  weeks'  sport, 
including  chub,  very  good  dace,  perch,  trout  and 
greyling.  Mr.  Wertheim,  bream  up  to  21b.,  roach 
up  to  lib.    Mr.  Snare  had  taken  excellent  roach 


and  dace.  Mr.  Wolff,  however,  at  Deal  and  Mar 
gate,  had  had  only  indifferent  sport.  A  very  useful 
ichthyological  work  was  presented  to  the  library  by 
Mr.  Drydea.  A  finely  mounted  series  of  sets  of 
teeth  and  palates  of  various  fishes  waa  presented  to 
the  society  by.  Dr.  Laiell ;  Mr.  Haynes  presenting 
a  case  for  these  last  specimens.  Mr.  Hiegs 
presented  a  handsome  tackle-case  as  a  special 
prize  for  roach.  Mr.  Gilbert  also  presenting  a 
silver  medal,  "The  Gilbert  Medal,"  for  the  best 
batch  of  roach — above  C.L.P.S.  standard — caught 
and  weighed  in  on  any  Tuesday.  All  the  above 
donors  received  hearty  votes  of  thanks  for  their 
gifts.  Referring;  to  the  fishing  at  Huntingdon  on 
Tuesday  next  (Sept.  8),  train  starts  from  G.N.R 
King's  Cross,  at  8.45  a.m.,  calling  at  Fin=!bury  Park, 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  is  kindly  making  necessary  arrange 
ments.  "The  Successful  Anglers."  also  "The 
Society,"  having  been  enthusiastically  toasted,  the 
meeting  closed  with  hearty  votes  of  thanks  to  the 
various  gentlemen  that  had  occupied  the  chair 
during  the  evening,  including  Mr.  Dryden,  who  had 
presided  at  a  very  busy  committee  meeting. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr,  J.  P.  Connellan  presided  over  both  committee 
and  ordinary  meetings  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  1,  when  a 
considerable  amount  of  routine  business  was  done. 
The  recent  heavy  rains  have  had  a  good  effect  on 
the  Kelvedon  waters,  and  in  consequence  a  large 
number  of  "swims"  are  now  in  excellent  condition. 
Capital  baskets  of  good  class  roach  have  been  had 
during  the  week,  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  taking  twenty-fou 
roach  averaging  Jib.,  and  Mr.  Emery  securing 
nearly  as  many.  Mr.  J.  Bayliffe  took,  among 
others,  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  lOoz.  Mr.  Gray,  and 
his  friend  fishing  with  him,  had  a  unique  ex 
perience  whilst  at  Kelvedon.  Some  young  moor- 
hens, having  been  disturbed  by  something  or 
other,  sought  their  protection  and  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  caught.  When  these  gentlemen  moved 
to  another  swim  they  were  followed  by  the  young 
birds,  and  would  only  leave  them  when  the  mother 
bird  approached  nearer  and  called  them.  Several 
members  visited  the  Chess,  and  some  good  trout 
were  taken,  but  though  at  times  the  fish  rose  well, 
yet  bags  have  been  light.  Members  are  reminded 
that  there  is  an  outing  to  Chesham  on  Saturday 
next.  On  Tuesday  next  there  will  be  a  discussion 
on  "Fishing  at  Kelvedon,"  opened  by  Mr.  C.  J 
Hayward. — F.  E.  Eldeed,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatobial  Society. 
There  was  a  small  attendance  at  the  weekly 
gathering  on  Monday  night,  and  only  an  informal 
meeting  was  held,  but  if  absent  in  the  flesh  many 
were  present  in  the  spirit,  as  messages  from  many 
parts  of  the  country  went  to  prove.  From  Harris 
a  wire  announced  that  Mr. C.Butler  had  two  salmon 
and  twenty  sea-trout  to  his  credit,  and  the  vice 
president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  one  salmon  and  twenty 
sea-trout.  From  Hungerford,  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  A. 
Rolt  told  of  the  capture  on  Friday  of  ten  brace  of 
grayling,  best  brace  21b.  9oz.,  and  one  brace  of  trout, 
and  on  the  following  day  of  four-and-a-half  brace  of 
grayling.  Mr.  H.  W.  Ansell  fishing  the  Dee  at 
Carrog,  North  Wales,  had  creeled  forty- four  brace 
of  trout  during  his  stay  there.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sherring 
ham  reported  having  taken  a  3Jlb.  chub  amongst 
other  fish  whilst  fishing  with  single  hair  at  Uxbridge; 
and  Mr.  Dunn  had  two  dozen  roach,  best  fish  1  Jib., 
from  the  same  locality.  Two  pretty  trays  of  fish 
were  placed  on  the  table,  one  containing  one  brace 
of  grayling,  weighing  21b.  8|oz.,  and  six  dace  weigh- 
ing 31b.  3oz.,  best  fish  lloz.,  all  taken  with  fly,  sent 
from  Hungerford  by  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson ;  and  the 
other  containing  twelve  roach  from  Uxbridge, 
caught  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher. — Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List. 
The  winter  season  of  visits  will  be  resumed  during 
September,  and  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  will 
receive  the  first  combined  with  the  prize  distribu- 
tion re  Yalding  match.  Will  secretaries  kindly 
send  on  their  accounts  re  Yalding  match  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment ;  also  annual  subscriptions, 
and  any  alteration  in  secretaries,  etc.,  to  enable 
me  to  prepare  the  visiting  list.  The  attention  of 
the  above  will  oblige. — A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 

Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society. 
At  the  last  committee  meeting  fifty-three  new 
members  were  elected,  making  a  total  membership 
of  138.  Arrangements  are  now  completed  with  the 
Coast  Development  Co.  for  angling  from  the  Clare- 
mont  Pier,  and  members  can  obtain ,  tickets  for 
admission  for  three  months  from  September  14, 
to  include  angling,  for  5s.  Members  willing  to  take 
tickets  are  requested  to  give  in  their  names  to  the 
secretary,  Mr.  L.  T.  Johnson.  Members  of  this 
society  holding  tickets  will  be  allowed  to  fish  from 
7  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  week  days,  and  from  10  a.m.  to 
6.30  p.m.  on  Sundays  ;  only  members  of  this  society 
holding  tickets  will  be  allowed  to  use  the  pier  beyond 
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the  hours  that  it  is  open  to  ^he  general  public. 
Fixed  terms  will  also  be  arranged  with  the  local 
boatmen  for  fishing  outside  the  harbour  by  the  day 
or  hour.  A  general  meeting  of  the  society  will  be 
held  at  the  Imperial  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  15,  at 
8  30  p.m.  to  fix  date  and  particulars  of  the  first 
match  to  be  held  on  the  Claremont  Pier  early  in 
October,  when  a  number  of  valuable  prizes  will  be 
competed  for.  The  special  thanks  of  the  society 
are  due  to  Mr.  Riches  Nockilds  for  a  challenge  cup, 
value  five  goineas,  also  to  Mr.  Nursey  and  Mr. 
Furlonge  for  prizes. 

NoETH  Walsham  Anglers'  Outing  Club. 
The  members  of  the  North  Walsham  Anglers' 
Outmg  Club,  which  has  its  place  of  assembly  at  the 
Feathers  Hotel,  North  Walsham,  and  which  is  an 
auxiliary  to  the  North  Walsham  Angling  Society, 
had  their  first  day's  outing  on  Aug.  20,  and  in  all 
respects  the  meeting  proved  a  most  enjoyable  one. 
The  order  overnight  was  "Horning  Ferry,"  and 
almost  before  sunrise  the  next  morning  the  party 
were  making  tracks  for  the  place  where  the  day's 
fishing  was  to  commence-  The  arrangements  for 
the  outing  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hayden,  who 
IS  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  to  the  club,  assisted 
by  a  good  working  committee;  and  soon  after 
arriving  at  Horning  the  party  were  supplied  with 
boats  in  which  to  take  up  their  respective  positions 
to  fish  for  prizes  offered  by  Mr.  N.  B.  Webster 
(chairman  of  the  club),  Messrs.  Morgans  and 
Co.,  and  the  members  themselves.  On  returning 
to  the  club-hou.se,  a  party  of  about  forty  partook 
of  an  excellent  dinner  provided  by  Host  and 
Hostess  Hayden.  Mr.  N.  B.  Webster  presided. 
After  the  usual  loyal  and  other  toasts,  the  prizes 
were  distributed,  the  proceedings  being  interspersed 
with  some  admirably  rendered  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music. 


THE  RIVER'S  BIRTHPLACE. 


Most  people  not  prisoned   from  early  days  in 
town  keep  for  their  mind's  eye  one  recurring  picture, 
as  Wordsworth  his  daffodils  or  the  bimd  girl  her 
poppies.     A  river  lover  could  keep  none  more 
refreshing  than  the  source,  the  real,  original,  bub- 
bling, earth-born  fount  of  one  of  the  noblest  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Thames.     Perhaps  not  many 
have  seen  it.    You  may  walk  within  ten  yards  of  it 
and  not  be  aware  of  it.    Within  a  hundred  yards 
the  stream  already  looks  grown  up.  and  without 
persoiial  knowledge  you  would  hardly  guess,  unless 
your  insight  were  rare,  that  it  was  still  trailing 
clouds  of  glory  from  its  first  home.    A  good  lusty 
hedge  and  a  clump  of  trees  quite  enclose  the  birth- 
place, and  they  grow,  as  it  seems  to  the  pilgrim, 
with  greater  luxurianca  year  by  year.    The  spot  is 
preserved  as  carefully— only  the  commotion  is  less 
— as  Shakespeare's  birthplace,  and  is  not  likely  for 
a  long  while,  one  hopes,  to  come  under  the  notice 
of  millionaires  from  yonder.     Till  you  are  right 
upon  it,  you  as  little  expect  its  existence  as  you  do, 
say,  St.  David's  Cathedral,  dropped  in  that  rocky 
hollow  in   Pembrokeshire.     Trim  little  lanes  of 
water,  with  baby  sluice-gates,  carry  the  water  from 
spring  to  river-bed,  and  within  a  minute  or  two 
after  birth  the  water  is  feeding  lanes  of  water- 
cresses,  a  valuable  harvest  to  the  cottager  who 
keeps  the  door.     Walking  carefully  along  the 
margin  of  the  little  delta,  you  see  suddenly  that 
the  streams  weld  into  a  miniature  lake,  which  is 
half-circled  by  a  crescent  of  trees.    You  can  just 
slip  between  the  trees  and  the  water,  and,  standing 
there,  may  taste  the  true  Castalia,  the  primal 
Hippocrene,     In  the  little  lake  are  two  circles 
cleared  of  cress,  lilies,  and  water-weed.    The  water 
there  is  as  limpid  as  summer  air,  and  yet  visible, 
manifest,  without  any  interruption  of  the  sight. 
Half  in  the  clear  space,  half  under  the  cover  of  the 
green  roofing,  the  idle  trout  hang  suspended.  So 
long  as  you  are  still,  as  admiration  should  be,  they 
will  continue  to  fioat  there,  no  more  than  just 
moving  a  large  fin,  and,  for  all  the  eyes  can  tell, 
sustained  in  the  same  element  as  floating  gulls  seen 
from  a  cliff-top,  with  the  sea  behind  them.  And 
the  sea  has  no  green  depths  more  limpid  than  these 
circles.    Deep,  very  deep  under  the  trout,  the  finest 
of  silver  sands,  sifted  to  perfect  purity,  heaves  and 
sways  over  the  unceasing  impulse  of  the  crystal 
spring.    The  immortal  movement  has  a  fascination 
more  subtle  than  the  tumult  of  the  mill  sluice  or 
the  succession  of  waves  making  to  the  pebbled 
shore.    It  is  like  a  heart  beating  or  a  breathing 
pulse,  the  unseen  water  troubling  the  p  jol  of  white 
sand.    Where  the  trout  are  is  no  sign  of  motion, 
but  they  feel  the  cool  freshness  beneath  them  and 
the  sun  above  them.    All  the  year,  and  every  year, 
through  wet  or  dry  weather,  the  fresh  spring  throbs 
up  in  that  deep  hollow  of  the  water,  and  ttie  grass 
is  green  round  its  edge.    The  whole  meaning  of  a 
river  is  there,  where  the  birthplace  is  sub  Jove, 
under  God.  .  .  . — Saturday  Retnew. 


"Let  MS  submit  with  a  good  grace  to  /play  second 
fiddle  in  our  turn,  rules  change  so  quickly  in  this 
tvorld." — Renan. 


Once  more  the  energetic  Great  Eastern  Railway 
are  breaking  fresh  ground  and  offering  new  worlds 
for  the  tourist  to  conquer.  Their  latest  booklet  i? 
about  "Holidays  in  Northern  Germany,"  and  very 
interesting,  to  judge  by  Mr.  Liadley's  description 
of  them,  they  would  seem  to  be.  The  famous 
Harwich  route  is  not  only  the  most  direct,  as  a 
glance  at  the  Continental  map  will  show,  but  also 
the  most  comfortable  and  the  cheapest.  Travellers 
from  London,  and  also  from  the  North  and  Midlands, 
can  journey  direct  to  Parkeston  Quay,  and  there 
they  will  find  the  finest  and  mrst  luxurious  ateamers 
that  cross  the  Channel.  Safely  landed  on  the 
"other  side,"  we  have  the  choice  of  the  new 
express  through  to  Berlia,  which  is  reached  the 
evening  after  leaving  London,  or  of  going  by  eisy 
stages  and  spending  a  day  here  and  a  day  there  in 
the  old  north  German  towns.  Mr.  Lindley  has 
much  to  tell  of  the  interest  and  charm  of  these  old 
towns ;  of  Brunswick  with  it?  medieval  market 
places,  Hildesheim  with  its  quaint  architecture, 
and  Hamelinwith  its  beautiful  streets  and  memories 
of  the  "Pied  Piper."  "  Then,"  says  Mr.  Lindley, 
"  the  Hartz  Mountains  are  close  at  hand,  but  so  far 
very  little  known  to  the  English  tourist,  though  for 
all  that  we  are  at  home  at  once,  for  the  natives  are 
most  friendly  and  homely  in  an  old-fashioned 
English  manner."  "  A  holiday  in  the  Hartz,"  con- 
tinues our  book,  "is  a  holiday  in  a  perpetual  forest, 
and  the  scent  of  the  pine  and  fir  will  be  recalled 
long  after." 

Under  the  title  of  "The  Beautiful  Bream  of 
North  Wa'sham,"  the  following  extract  from  the 
Cromer  and  North  Waliham  Post  of  Aug.  29  has 
been  sent  by  Mr.  W.  Hayden,  of  "The  Feathers," 
North  Walsham  : — "  Fishing  in  the  North  Walsham 
Canal  recently,  Mr.  S.  Howard,  a  local  sport,  landed 
a  bream  weighing  51b.  7oz.  Mr.  Denny  also  hooked 
one  which  turned  the  scale  at  5Ib.  6oz.  Mr.  Ellis 
caught  the  third,  nearly  a  5-pounder,  and  Mr. 
Daynes  finished  the  list  with  a  bream  of  41b.  lOoz." 
•  «  •  «  • 

If  not  participating  in  a  catch,  the  next  best, 
from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  is  to  get  a  look  in. 
at  what  others  are  doing,  and  it  was  Mr.  Hayden's 
privilege  to  gloat  over  the  specimens  quoted,  two 
of  which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  taxidermists 
Perfect  in  shape  and  colour,  it  is  a  revelation  to  all 
but  the  initiated  that  such  handsome  fish  are  to! 
be  taken  within  twenty  minutes'  walk  of  the 
ancient  Market  Cross  of  North  Walsham.  Taken 
as  a  centre,  and  in  touch  with  a  good  fishing 
district,  nowhere  in  the  county  of  Norfolk — includ- 
ing Hickling,  Barton,  Wroxham,  and  the  minor' 
Broads — are  these  coarse  fish  excelled.  True,  a 
brace  would  be  considered  a  fair  catch,  owing  to 
the  shallowness  of  the  water  from  which  they  are 
generally  drawn,  but  if  successful  in  landing  only 
one  the  patient  angler  would  feel  amply  rewarded, , 
especially  if  it  should  turn  the  scale  at  71b. 
Unfortunately,  the  river  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood is  congested  with  weed,  and  at  its  rise 
miich  overgrown  with  rush  and  sedge,  making  it 
difficult  to  get  into  favourite  haunts.  There  are, 
however,  holes  and  "  snooks  "  where  roach  abound, 
and  good  swims  in  a  depth  of  four  to  five  feet  of 
water.  Just  now  bags  of  101b.  and  121b.  prime 
quality  roach  are  being  brought  in,  the  fish  averag- 
ing from  :^lb.  to  IJlb.  in  weight. 


On  Thursday  evening  (Sept.  10),  at  nine  o'clock, 
a  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Duke  of  Sussex, 
Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate  (close  to  the 
Metropolitan  and  "Tube"  stations)  to  elect  a 
committee  for  the  carrying  out  of  a  competition 
to  be  fished  on  the  Thames  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society.  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  who  is 
known  all  over  the  angling  world  as  "  one  of  the 
best,"  will  be  commander-in-chief,  and  that  spells 
"success."  If  I  can  get  away  I  shall  be  present, 
for  I  understand  that  the  A  A.  and  Central  are 
both  working  together  in  that  good  cause. 

I  CONGRATULATE  the  Izaak  Walton  Angling 
Society  on  the  result  of  the  annual  "  tradesmen's 
match  "  onjthe  Welford  Canal,  near  Rugby.  There 
appear  to  have  been  some  eighty  competitors  who 
obtained  thirty  prizes  offered  by  the  tradesmen  of 
Rugby,  together  with  a  special  silver  medal  (with 
gold  centre)  given  by  Mr.  A.  Butler.  It  would  have 
been  a  special  delight  to  have  been  present  at  the 
smoking  concert  held  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  at 
which  this  event  was  celebrated,  and  to  have  heard 
some  of  the  "yarns"  recited  by  my  old  friend, 
Mr.  George  Manning  (of  the  Midland  Times)  who  is 
always  a  "wellspring  of  delight." 
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The  printers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  being 
able  to  count  thirty  years  as  the  period  over  which 
their  popular  excursions  in  aid  of  the  Printing 
Machine  Managers'  Superannuation  Fund  has  run 
(or  will  have  run  at  the  end  of  the  current  month). 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  will  convey 
passengers,  for  the  moderate  sum  of  5s,  6d.,  to 
Yarmouth  and  back  for  a  period  of  one,  three,  four, 
five,  seven,  or  eight  days — from  Friday,  Sept.  4,  to 
Friday,  Sept.  11,  inclusive.  Tickets  may  be  obtained 
of  Mr.  T.  M.  Harrington,  Printers'  Hall,  Bartlett's 
Passage,  Fetter-lane.  Long  may  the  Superannuation 
Fund  wave ! 


What  is  fun  to  the  angler  may  be  death  to  the 
"  quarry."  Mr.  T.  K.  Hill,  of  Derby  Road,  Burton- 
on- Trent,  was  fishing  in  company  with  Mr.  J.  Lakin, 
on  the  Meas,  when  the  latter  (while  bottom  fishing 
about  three  feet  deep)  had  his  line  struck  by  a 
fast-flying  kingfisher,  which  whipped  the  line  out 
of  the  water  and  wound  it  lasso- like  round  its 
body  ;  thus  the  bird  was  suspended  until  relieved. 
Mr.  Hill  ftt  first  contemplated  retaining  the  bird  to 
be  placed  in  his  aviary,  and  put  it  in  his  creel  for 
that  purpose ;  but,  after  a  while,  on  going  to 
release  the  bird  and  set  it  free  (second  thoughts), 
he  found  that  the  kingfisher  had  expired,  probably 
through  fright. 


It  is  always  pleasant  to  receive  records  of  fish 
distinguished  for  their  size  rather  than  for  a  gross 
catch.  I  recall  the  bagging  of  seven  bream  which 
averaged  5 |lb.  each,  the  largest  being  61b.  It  would 
have  been  a  treat  to  have  been  on  the  Ouse  on 
Aug.  29  with  Mr.  Alfred  Gaunt  (of  St.  Neots),  who, 
with  some  friends,  hooked  and  landed  a  bre^m  of 
6|lb.,  which  measured  23|in.  in  length,  and  18Jin. 
in  girth.  The  struggle  lasted  ten  minutes.  I 
believe  that  Mr.  F.  Holley,  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  London,  shared  in  the  process  of  landing  this 
fish,  which  was  caught  on  a  small  roach  rod,  with 
fine  waterproof  line,  stout  gut  tackle  baited  with 
brandlings.  I  should  he  glad  to  learn  whether  any 
reader  has  taken  a  heavier  fish  from  that  water. 


Several   correspondents   have   asked   the  | 

origin  of  the  term  "  paternoster "  as  applied  ^ 

to  the  fixing  of  two  or  more  hooks  at  different  | 

depths.    My  old  and  valued  friend,  Mr  Alfred  ^ 

Jardine,   of  pike-catching  fame,  forwards  a  | 

philological  explanation,    which  is  here  de-  ^ 

scribed.    All  readers  know  that  a  rosary  is  a  | 

string  of  beads  like  unto  that  given  in  the  ^ 

margin  of  thii  paragraph.    It  is  on  this  kind  | 

of  rosary  that  Catholics  "  count  their  beads  "  % 

and  pray  to  "  Our  Father."    Pater  is  the  Latin  | 

for  "Father,"  noster  represents  "our";  hence  ^ 

Paternoster    is   "Our  Father."    The  angler's  | 

shotted  line  is  so   like  a  rosary,  that  when  ^ 

hooks  are  lashed  to  this  tackle  at  different  I 

depths  it  naturally  suggests  the  word  "  pater-  % 

noster."  | 


A  BEAUTIFUL  fresh-run  salmon,  weighing  351b., 
measuring  25in.  round  the  girth,  and  45in.  in  length, 
has  been  caught  in  the  Towy  below  Carmarthen 
Tinworks.  Dozens  of  people  went  down  specially  to 
Bridge-street  to  see  it  on  Mr.  John  Evans's  slab. 
A  25in.  cutlet  is  something  to  think  about,  and  it  is 
as  interesting  to  contemplate  as  a  25in.  waist. 


Messrs.  A.  W.  Gamage,  of  Holborn,  write  to  say 
they  do  not  supply  "Aqua  Glue."  It  can  be 
obtained  from  Carter  &  Co.'s,  137,  St.  John  Street- 
road,  Cler  ken  well,  E.C. 


Fiscal  reforms  are  having  curious  effects  on  house 
property  in  Birmingham.  Whether  the  houses  are 
being  built  of  lighter  material  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain's  projected 
scheme,  or  are  being  reduced  in  bulk  to  be  sold  or 
let  at  so  much  a  pound,  is  not  quite  clear ;  but  I 
am  deeply  interested  (as  all  Dragnet  readers  will  be) 
in  the  fact  set  forth  in  a  notice  which  is  posted  up 
in  a  busy  thoroughfare  in  the  capital  of  the  Midlands, 
as  follows: — "This  house  to  let,  apply  within,  rent 
35lb3.  a  year,  and  rates  "  We  shall  be  getting  mixed ; 
describing  fish  by  weight  will  soon  lose  its  charms, 
and  rank  only  with  bricks  and  mortar.  What  kind 
of  lemonade  does  the  owner  of  that  property  drink  ? 
His  case  must  be  inquired  into. 


"Brown  Owl"  sends  the  following  to  the 
Editor: — "In  your  issue  of  Aug.  22,  Dragnet 
humorously  criticises  a  report  given  by  a  provin- 
cial contemporary  of  a  remarkable  catch  of  dace 
made  by  a  well-known  Birmingham  angler,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  twelve  of  the  dace  were  IJlb. 
each.  Dragnet  is  perfectly  right  in  his  conjecture 
that  the  so-called  dace  were  chub.  In  an  in- 
terview with  Mr.  Albert  Bushell,   the  manager 
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of  the  Gaiety  Concert  Hall,  Birmingham,  whose 
narne  figures  in  connection  with  this  extra- 
ordinary catch,  I  was  put  in  possession  of  the 
facts  of  the  case,  which  are  briefly  as  follows: — 
A  correct  report  of  Mr.  Bushell's  achievement  first 
appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  Birmingham  Gazette, 
the  relative  weights  of  the  twelve  dace  being 
recorded  as  ilb.  A  subsequent  report  emanated 
from  the  Birmingham  Daily  Post,  in  which  the  dace 
were  chronicled  as  IJlb.  each — probably  a  com- 
positor's error — and  it  is  from  the  latter  organ,  I 
assume,  whence  Dragnet  obtained  the  cutting. 
Mr.  Bushell  avers  that  in  consequence  of  Dragnet's 
facetious  comments  he  has  been  literally  inundated 
with  correspondence  from  town  and  provincial 
angling  acquaintances,  who  have  vied  with  each 
other  to  impress  upon  him — what  he  has  long 
known — the  discriminating  features  of  dace  and 
chub." 


Mr.  Lawrence,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  True  Caledonian 
Anghng  Society,  writes  : — "Dear  Sir, — It  gives  me 
much  pleasure  to  report  the  capture  by  one  of  our 
members,  Mr.  H.  O.  Box.  of  a  very  handsome 
English  carp,  weighing  151b.  13oz.,  after  about 
twfnty  minutes  exciting  play.  It  is  a  good-shaped 
fish,  and  measures  31in.  long  and  21in.  girth,  the 
tail  measuring  llin.  across.  It  was  caught  with 
King's  paste." 


The  little  town  of  Alyth  would  appear  to  be  a 
resort  for  anglers.  The  trout  surely  must  be  plenti- 
ful in  its  vicinity  if  a  flood  enables  them  to  be 
caught  in  the  public  street,  as  recorded  in  ttie 
accompanying  cutting  from  the  Glasgow  Herald  of 
Sept.  2  : — "The  little  town  of  Alyth  experienced  a 
flooding  yesterday  which  in  point  of  magnitude  one 
must  hark  back  close  on  forty  years  to  find  a 
parallel.  Torrential  rains  had  fallen  during  the 
preceding  night  and  morning,  and  from  8  a.m.  to 
1 1  a.m.  the  burn,  which  has  its  course  exactly 
through  the  centre  of  the  town,  rose  with  phenomenal 
rapidity.  It  quickly  overflowed  its  western  bank  at 
Commercial-street,  enveloping  a  large  portion  of  the 
Market  Square,  while  on  the  east,  in  an  alarmingly 
short  time.  Commercial- street  practically  became 
part  and  parcel  of  the  burn  itself.  The  Commercial 
Hotel  hero  dips  somewhat  down  on  the  street,  and 
it  experienced  the  full  force  of  the  inundation.  The 
doors  had  to  be  speedily  closed,  and  broad  planks 
of  wood,  bags,  etc.,  had  to  be  affixed  at  all  the 
entrances  to  save  the  interior.  Mr.  Morrison,  the 
proprietor,  and  an  improvised  staff  of  men,  were 
wading  about  half-way  up  to  the  knees  in  water, 
fruitlessly  for  a  time  endeavouring  to  stem  the 
rising  flood.  ■  At  this  time  ex-Provost  Tod  caught  a 
live  trout  from  the  water  in  the  street." 


"The  Mick,"  who,  according  to  his  own  statement, 
has  "  moved  from  where  he's  living  now,"  went 
afishing  with  us  last  Sunday.  Just  as  we  had 
packed  up,  and  were  leaving  the  river  bank  en  route 
for  the  station,  Mickey,  suddenly  struck  with  & 
bright  idea,  turned  and  shouted — "Hold  on  "a 
minit,  all  ov  ye  !  Have  you  got  everything  you've 
left  behind  yet" 


We  are  reminded  (by  the  receipt  of  M'GalVa 
Racing  Chronicle  for  September)  that  the  present 
season  is  last  waning.  We  have  every  praise  to 
offer  again  for  the  unique  reports  of  the  up-to-date 
results  of  ptit  racing.  It  is  clearly  printed,  and 
has  always  proved  one  of  the  most  correct  racing 
guides  published.  Copies  can  be  had  from  the  head 
office,  7,  9,  and  11,  Hunter-street,  Liverpool,  or  at 
any  of  the  leading  newsagents  in  any  town  in 
England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland. 


Scientists  say  a  young  oyster  has  one  chance  in 
1,145,000  to  live  his  life  out.  In  1,164,999  cases  he 
comes  to  an  untimely  end. 


An  amusing  angling  incident  is  reported  from 
Thirsk.  A  well-known  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton, 
Mr.  Frank  Newbold,  was  fishing  in  the  Codbeck, 
and  laid  his  catch  on  the  grass.  Presently  a  water 
rat  was  seen  to  come  from  its  hole,  and,  making  its 
way  towards  the  fish,  took  one  of  the  smaller  ones, 
and  ran  off  with  it  into  its  burrow.  In  a  short  time 
the  rodent  returned,  and  purloined  another  of  the 
smaller  finnies ;  and  a  third  time  returning,  took  a 
grand  perch,  and,  swimming  down  the  stream,  dis- 
appeared in  the  opposite  bank. 


Poor  Holbein  !  I'm  awfully  sorry  and  so  is  every- 
body thttt  he  has  failed  in  his  gallant  attempt. 
The  tides  were  against  him,  and  that  is  all.  But 
never  mind.  Next  time  Hol-bein  well,  he  may 
succeed  because,  without  a  doubt,  he  is  a  "  tidey  " 
swimmer.  Dragnet. 


September  5,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


/ 


/ 


153 


Pfovifleial  flfiglifig  |lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

^    FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  George's  A.S.  held  their  bye  contest  on 
Aug.  30  in  the  river  Alne,  in  the  private  portion 
rented   by  the  society.     About  thirty  members 
competed  for  a  fine  lot  of  prizes.    The  contest  was 
fished  under  favourable  circumstances,  the  river 
being  ia  good  order.     It  was  fished  under  the 
association  rules,  and  was  of  three  hours'  duration. 
At  the  weighing  in  Mr.  Evans  was  declared  the 
winner.     The  competition  for  the  Gun  Angling 
Challenge  Cup  seems  to  be  attended  by  ill  luck  on 
the  part  of  the  winners.    Last  year  Mr.  E.  H. 
Green  won  it,   but  died  in  a  very  short  time 
afterwards.    Mr.  J.  Salt  won  it  about  a  fort- 
night   ago,    and,    I    am     sorry    to     say,  he 
died  yesterday.    The  members  of  the  club  look 
upon  the  cup  as  a  very  bad  omen,  and  some  of 
them  who  are  a  little  superstitious  say  they  would 
not  like  to  win  it  next  year.    Several  contests  took 
place  on  the  Severn  in  the  Upon-on-Severn  distict 
on  Aug.  30,  but  the  takes  were  very  small.  One 
club  fishing  there,  who  hold  their  meetings  in  the 
Handsworth  district,  I  am  told  very  much  disgraced 
themselves,  so  much  that  the  association  will  take 
the  matter  up.    The  Birmingham  Angling  Associa- 
tion have  completed  their  arrangements  for  their 
annual  contest,   which  takes  place  on  Monday, 
Sept.  14,   at  Tewkesbury  in  the  river  Severn. 
There  will    be    some    little  trouble  about  this 
contest,   as  the  anglers  in  Birmingham  holding 
the    Provincial  Association    cards    will    not  be 
allowed  to  compete;  all  contestants  must  show 
their  Birmingham  travelling  cards  to  the  umpires. 
We  have  had  some  stormy  and  wet  weather,  and 
the  rivers  are  more  or  less  out  of  order.    Sport  has 
greatly  improved  on  the  Anker,  near  to  Tamworth, 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Fox  and  Grapes  Club 
having  had  some  fair  sized  fish ;  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  members  of  the  Birmingham 
Heath  and  St.  George's  Clubs.    Pool  fishing  has 
been  good,  as  the  rain  has  not  put  them  out  of 
order. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  waters  have  been  vastly  improved  by  the 
repeated  rains.  Bream  are  not  so  active  as  they 
ought  to  be  for  the  time  of  year.  The  deeper  swims 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham  are  about  the 
best  resorts  for  the  prosecution  of  this  branch  of 
sport,  and  boat  anglers  have  killed  fish  up  to  51b. 
The  waters  are  apparently  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
yet  roach  display  very  little  inclination  to  feed. 
The  writer  has  visited  the  Forty-foot  two  or  three 
times  of  late,  and  although  he  has  persistently  tried 
creed  wheat,  maggot,  paste,  and  worm  baits,  he  has 
found  the  fish  dead  off  their  feed. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  tributaries  are  in  fairly  good 
trim  this  week,  but  in  the  tidal  waters  anglers  are 
greatly  annoyed  with  masses  of  floating  weeds. 
However,  in  some  parts  some  tidy  catches  of  roach 
have  been  made,  both  with  paste  and  barley. 
Sport  continues  fairly  good  in  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal.  The  Abercrombie  A.A.  of  Hull  held  their 
fourth  match  at  Newport  last  week  and  did  fairly 
well,  Mr.  L.  Blackman  securing  first  honours  with 
41b.  6Joz.  The  Universal  A.A.  held  their  third 
match  of  the  season  at  Thoresby  Bridge  on  the  river 
Ludd  on  Aug.  26,  but  owing  to  to  the  river  being  run 
cfi  on  the  day  in  question  only  moderate  catches 
were  made.  Messrs.  J.  Cheeseman,  T,  H.  Foster,  and 
William  Hall  were  the  first  three  prize  winners. 
The  river  Ancholme  is  now  in  very  nice  trim  for 
angling  again,  and  in  the  Brigg  district  some  good 
catches  of  roach  and  bream  are  being  made,  some 
of  the  latter  going  up  to  31b.  each. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  leading  item  of  interest  in  this  county  is  the 
shield  competition  at  Worsley,  for  which  a  record 
entry  has  been  obtained.  To-day  (Saturday, 
Sept.  5)  the'Levenshulme  A.S.  are  fishing  the  sixth 
and  last  stage  of  their  championship  competition  in 
their  os^-n  waters.  Next  Saturday  (Sept.  12)  the 
Stopes  A.S.,  Radcliffe,  are  at  Astley  fishing  a  match. 
The  West  Derby  A.S.  are  fishing  a  match  at  AUerton 
to-day  (Saturday,  Sept.  5).  The  Bollin  has 
been  in  excellent  order,  and  many  decent  catches 
noted,  also  several  breakages  with  large  fish.  The 
Broadheath  A.S.,  at  Bay  Malton,  on  Aug,  29,  had 
awful  weather  and  poor  sport.  Mr.  C.  Bebbington 
heads  the  prize  list.  Next  Saturday  the  Warrington 
Challenge  Shield  competition  will  be  decided,  and 
It  IS  expected  that  at  least  thirty  teams  will  com- 
matters  in  this  town  were  never  in 
i  healthier  condition,  and  the  members  are  naturally 
lubilant.  Several  of  these  clubs  have  recently  fished 
Batches,  and  the  juvenile  championship  event  is 
io-day.  .  *^ 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

By  way  of  getting  suggestions  from  ticket -holders 
likely  to  benefit  the  fishery  in  the  future  the  Board 
of  Management  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  held 
an  open  meeting  last  Thursday.  Doubtless  some 
good  will  result  Irom  this  movement,  as  many  hold 
the  opinion  that  a  difference  in  policy  is  needed,  for 
example,  dropping  the  matches  and  doing  more 
stocking.  The  Duohy  A  S.,  on  Aug.  30,  fished  a 
match  at  Irlam.  Mr.  W.  Goodwin  secured  the  first 
prize  ;  the  weights  all  round  were  disappointing. 
Several  club  fixtures  are  to  bo  decided  to-morrow  : 
the  North  Manchester  at  Waverton ;  the  George  at 
Northwich;  and  the  Albion  at  Waverton.  After 
three  different  contests,  the  Moss  Side  Socials 
declare  Mr.  J.  Young  winner  of  the  Gold  Medal 
and  Championship  with  31b.  6oz.  7dr.  Prizes 
for  specimen  roach  are  awarded  Messrs.  Linklater, 
Gibbon,  and  Hall,  and  Mr.  Clyne  takes  the  married 
members'  prize.  The  Ardwick  A.S.  had  an  en- 
joyable time  at  Saxilby  on  Aug.  30,  at  least  those 
who  got  up  in  time  to  catch  the  train. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  seems,  at  length,  to  have  taken  a 
more  favourable  turn,  and  anglers  all  round  will 
not  be  sorry.  The  Trent,  in  spite  of  rain,  has  fallen 
rather  rapidly,  and  was,  at  the  period  of  writing, 
running  into  condition  for  barbel  fishing.  Septem- 
ber is  always  regarded  as  the  best  month  of 
the  season  for  the  pursuit  of  barbelling.  Chub 
have  been  caught  at  Kelham,  Averham,  and 
Fiskerton,  and  plenty  of  eels  have  been  forth- 
coming from  Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge. 
They  were  secured  for  the  most  part  by  ledgering 
with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob  worm.  Creed  wheat 
and  bread-paste  fishing  have  been  less  successful  in 
consequence  of  the  rise  combined  with  boisterous 
winds.  A  few  nice  roach  have  been  picked  up  at 
Wilford  by  votaries  employing  the  worm,  and 
these  fish  and  small  bream  have  shown  fairly 
good  sport  in  the  Grantham  Canal,  especially  in  the 
Cotgrove  and  Stathern  districts.  On  Thursday 
week  (Aug.  27),  the  Nottingham  A.S.  decided  a 
pegged-down  match  at  Trent  Lock.  Thirty-two 
members  competed  for  nine  prizes  and  the  whole 
were  won.  The  weather  was  of  a  wretched  descrip- 
tion, and  as  a  consequence  only  very  small  takes 
were  effected,  the  winner  (Mr.  J.  Wilson)  creeling 
less  than  1  Jib.  He  was  run  up  by  Mr.  A.  Tomlinson, 
jun. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  on  Saturday  (Aug.  29)  were  falling  and 
fining ;  on  Aug.  30,  the  Avon  had  risen  over  a  foot 
during  the  night,  and  anglers  have  had  a  very 
indifferent  time  of  it.  The  annual  contest  between 
the  clubs  affiliated  with  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association  took  place  on  Saturday  after- 
noon (Aug.  29)  at  Pershore,  the  water  having 
been  provided  by  Mr.  F.  Champkens,  of  the 
Talbot  Inn.  which  was  the  headquarters  for  the 
occasion;  on  account  of  the  weather,  not  so 
many  members  competed  as  on  previous  occasions. 
The  Worcester  Working  Men's  Club  had  their  con- 
test in  the  Avon  at  Twyning  Fleet  on  Aug.  30  ;  the 
water  had  risen  during  the  night,  and  a  very  strong 
wind  blowing.  No  heavy  catches  were  weighed  in. 
A  day  or  two  previous,  in  this  river,  fishing  with 
paste  and  wheat,  Mr.  G.  Hall  caught  30  fine  roach, 
and  Mr.  W.  Holder  a  heavy  basket  of  bream  and 
roach — he  caught  6  bream  in  45  minutes.  Very 
little  sport  in  Severn  or  Teme  this  week.  Several 
have  fished  club  water  and  had  good  sport.  Mr. 
Martin  Perks,  of  the  Worcester  City  Club,  had  a 
grand  basket  of  trout,  12J  brace.  The  Spring  Hill 
Angling  Club,  Birmingham,  fished  their  annual 
competition  at  Tewkesbury  on  Aug.  30,  and  the 
member  who  took  first  prize  was  Mr.  J.  Harris  of 
the  Fountain  Club,  Worcester. 


twelve.  The  fishing  club  connected  'withythe  Haxby- 
road  Working  Men's  Club  had  a  fairly  suecesefOl  out- 
ing on  the  occasion  of  their  second  anbufll  match  at 
East  Cottingwith  on  Aug.  31.  About  16  members 
competed,  the  most  successful  being  A.  Cattlirig, 
who  caught  the  largest  perch  ;  B.  Harrison,  roach  ; 
J.  Wilson,  eel ;  and  J.  Gurnett,  bream.  The  chief 
match  of  the  St.  Dennis  Club  was  fished  at  Thor- 
ganby.  by  permission  of  Mr.  Dunnington-Jefferaon, 
on  August  31,  when  all  the  competitors  caught 
fish. 


Wotes  from  tf)e  ^ortf). 

On  some  hundred  odd  salmon  fishery  districts  in 
Scotland  the  nets  were  legally  lifted  at  dusk  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  26.  The  Tay  system  closed 
down  on  Aug.  21,  while  the  Forfar,  Argyll,  and 
Bute  streams  did  not  leave  off  till  Sept.  i,  and  a 
few,  including  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  the  Solway  system, 
and  the  Western  Islands  districts,  go  on  nettios  till 
S  pt.  10.  ^ 


_  The  Tweed  system  does  not  have  to  suspend  opera- 
tions till  Sept.  15,  but  for  all  practical  purposes 
the  Scotch  netting  season  is  at  an  end,  and  back- 
end  anglers  have  the  field  entirely  to  themselves. 

The  season  on  the  whole  has  been  a  fair  averaga 
one,  a  little  behind  last  year,  but  better  than  some 
half  dozen  preceding  ones. 

The  Queen  was  out  twice  last  week  trouting  in 
the  vicinity  of  Balmoral.  On  Tuesday  she  drove  to 
Mar  Lodge  with  Princess  Victoria  and  the  Portu- 
guese Ambassador,  and  enjoyed  an  hour  on  the 
home  lake  during  the  afternoon. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  comes  to  Deeside  this  week, 
and  wOl  divide  his  tima  between  deer  stalkiog  and 
salmon  anglmg.  The  Balmoral  waters  are  in  fair 
trim,  and  unusually  well  stocked  with  fish. 

The  Countess  of  Suffolk  is  at  Grandholm  Cottage 
on  the  Don  for  the  back-end  salmon  season,  which 
with  fair  waters  is  about  the  best  in  the  North  of 
Scotland. 


Mr.  Charles  Coote  and  Dr.  King  Martyn  are 
making  very  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  on  the 
Don.  They  divide  the  Grandholm  water  with  the 
Earl  and  Countess  of  Suffolk. 


Mr.  Ham.  Young's  best  killing  flies  for  Ythan,  the 
prince  of  sea-trout  streams,  are  the  small  Saltoun, 
Black  Doctor,  and  the  Hare's  Ear.  For  clear  low- 
water  sport  he  has  a  fly  of  his  own,  rauc'a  sought 
after  by  his  friends,  called  the  "Ham- Young." 

In  sending  me  a  pattern  of  this  peculiarly  suc- 
cessful fly,  Mr.  Young  says:  "It  is  a  W-water  fly 
only.  I  have  been  very  successful  with  it  on  many 
other  streams  besides  the  Ythan.  Most  tiers  spoil 
it  in  copying  the  dressing  by  trying  to  improve  it 
as  they  say." 


On  Thursday  (Aug.  27)  Queen  Alexandra  paid  an 
unexpected  visit  in  her  motor-ear  to  the  village  of 
Ballater,  and  calling  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  William 
Robb,  jeweller,  inspected  his  jewellery,  and  left  with 
him  considerable  orders 


Lady  Marjory  Gordon  opened  a  bazair  at  Strath- 
don — the  home  of  the  Forbes' — last  week.  Among 
some  of  the  other  sporting  attractions  on  the  stalls 
were  cards  of  salmon  flies  which  found  a  ready  sale 
— not  so  much  to  catch  fish  as  to  adorn  the  ladies' 
Tam  o'  Shanter  hats  and  caps. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  York  angling  clubs  held  their  accustomed 
matches  on  Aug.  29,  The  chief  fixture  of  the  season 
of  the  Promenade-road  Working  Men's  A.A.  visited 
Wheldrake  Ings,  experiencing  fine  weather  though 
there  was  a  strong  wind.  The  water  was  in  fair 
condition  and  yielded  scarcely  anything  but  small 
roach.  F.  Kendall  won  the  first  prize  and  medal 
and  the  first  special  for  the  largest  roach  and  the  six 
heaviest  fish.  There  was  a  nice  party  from  the 
George  the  Fourth  A.A..  who  fished  their  final 
match  of  the  season  at  Wheldrake.  For  some  time 
it  rained  heavily,  and  the  conditions  were  not  of 
the  pleasantest  at  any  time.  F.  Metcalfe,  31b.  7|oz., 
headed  the  list  of  winners.  At  the  distribution  on 
the  following  evening,  Mr.  A.  Ferrand,  the  secre- 
tary, was  presented  with  a  beautiful  albert  and 
medal  and  a  pair  of  gold  and  silver  links.  Whel- 
drake was  also  the  locale  of  the  Golden  Ball  A.C.'s 
second  match.  The  water  was  in  fine  trim,  but 
anything  like  a  record  kill  was  prevented  by  the 
wind.   J.  Willcock  was  first  winner  on  the  hst  o| 


In  such  a  favourable  season  as  the  present,  when 
spates  are  the  order  of  the  day,  burns  and  smaller 
streams  running  directly  into  the  sea  should  com- 
mand the  angler's  earnest  and  early  attantion. 
When  the  sea-trout  and  finnock  are  up  the  best  of 
sport  is  then  agoing,  and  this  year  September  and 
October  should  fish  well  all  through.  Out  of  the 
way  and  unheard  of  spots  need  not  be  neglected. 

Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  ppecially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Yoimg,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

8,477.  Fishing;  weighing  apparatus.  Patentee: 
E.  M.  Baerlien,  Trinity  College,  Cuni- 
bridie.  The  handles  of  gaff-hooks  and 
landing-nets  are  graduated  and  fitted 
with  hooks  so  that  they  can  be  used  for 
weighing  fish.  Extensible  handles  may 
be  similarly  used. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing 
in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded  13,933 
trout,  weififhing  4,688  lbs.  Season  from  April 
to  end  of  September. — Particulars  on  appli- 
cation to  John  McDonald,  Proprietor. 

HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
DONALDSON,  Manager. 


CXJLAG  HOTElLi, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  In 
numerous  Loohs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
iJowte— Rail  to  Lairg,  thenoe  daily  mail, 
ooaoh,  or  hire;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Culag,  Loohinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE, 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishino-  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Boom  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor, 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B, 

SIALCOLM  MCINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  liest  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  lelegraph 
Ofllce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


ORKNEY. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Pishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Lougrhanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  and  Snipe  Shooting.  Very  large  Pike 
have  been  captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been 
additionally  enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2 
sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water), 
and  lavatory.  Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel 
tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  loohs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor 

Late  Mason's  Arms  Hotel 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly. 

Tliere  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  llhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day,  Inclusive. 

8.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughs 
Vfask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  miles 
liatant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
Boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNKR8,  Proprietor. 


Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful  spot  for 
quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
erms,  £2  12s.  6d.  per  week.    Station  :  Glyncei- 
iog  via  Chirk.   Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Ruabon. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  OSOES,  AII6LESE7  (L.K.W.,  Uain  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  Sd.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OXJGMTERARD. 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  CoiTib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  sani 
tary  arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s, 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor 


TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5  ;  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
week,  £2  ;  day,  IDs. 


SWEENEY'S  HOT  EH. 

{Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL, 

Irrew  House,  Crossmolina,  Ballina. 

Charmingly  situated  on  the  shore  of  this 
famous  Lough.  Best  salmon  ti'out,  pike  and 
perch  fishing  free.  Very  superior  catering  and 
accomniodaiioo.  Bath  rooms,  hot  and  cold. 
Suites  of  apartments  comprising  private  sitting 
rooms,  large  bed  rooms  and  dressing  rooms. 
Special  terms  to  family  parties.  Jloderate  tariff. 
Good  duck  shouting.— Apply  PROPRIETOR. 


WEST  OF  IRELAND. 

60,000  acres  of  Trout  and  Pike  water, 
the  best  in  Ireland ;  also  40,000  acres  of 
excellent  Rough  Shooting,  with  any 
amount  of  Wild  Fowl.  All  Free  to 
Visitors. — Apply,  John  A.  Joyce,  J.P., 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL 

CLONBUR,  IRELAND, 


CLOTH  BINDING  OASES 

FOE  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BK  HAD  AT  THE 

Piiblifh.ina  Office.  St.  Dvvftnn'a  IJotise,  K.C. 


Anglers  wiaiilng  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing:  In  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

BHOULS  ADVERTISE  IH 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorse' 

(Friday  Kfternoon  loi  Saturday.) 
'■  Wanted  "  advtt.,  26  wordi  for  prepaid. 
Address :  "Observer"  OfOee.  Bourneinouth 


I  OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR  I 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

I  HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
1  Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Luxurious  and  Inexpensive  Travel. 
Sailings  Weekly, 
I  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana, 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.    For  full  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfora, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 


HE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL,  HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 


1  A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT,  with  every  accommodation,  Including 
I  Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
j  Glass,  (fee.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
[persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
I  Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
[Terms:  £1  ss.  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St. 
I  Ives,  Hunts. 


THE 


Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClKOULATES  THROUGHOUT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 

TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE.    I  The  Only  lUustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.   Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.   Good  Fishing.   Charming  | 
Excursions.      Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEK,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED. 

Advertiser  wishes  either  to  Subscribe  to 
or  Rent  some 

FIRST-GLASS  COARSE  FISHINC 

jear  London. — Write  "  Piscatob,"  c/o 
Saundees,  236,  Belsize  Road,  Kilburn, 
London,  N.W. 


Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  lfl«.  per 
annum.  Single  copies,  5d.,  post  free,  Id. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  Indu  Presa. 
Bombay. 

IlONDON  OFFICR  ;  121,  FLEHT  8TRHRT.  K.O. 

ESTABLISHED  1837. 

NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
i  Vlagazines,  &c.   Every  number  of  "THE  Pdb- 
LisHERS'  Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record" 
I  (published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
I  advertisements  respecting  "  Boolis  Wanted,"  and 
I  announcements  of  new  worlis.  A  prospectus. 
I  giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
I  by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  It  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the   Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


WANTED. 

To  rent   by  private  gentleman,  good 
PIKE   FISHING  within  thirty  miles  ] 
of  London.     South    preferred. — Write, 
P.  M.,"  care  of  Chas.  Barker  &  Son, 
8,  Birchin  Lane,  E.G. 


Tie  HlDiiteeiitli  mm 

AND  AFTER. 

I  No.  319.        SEPTEMBER,  1903.  Price  2s.  63. 


FOR  SALE. 


SALMON  ROD,  Split  Cane,  Steel  Centre, 
Lock  Joints,  Snake  Rings,  two  Tops, 
16  feet  and  16  feet  6  inches.  English 
maker  ;  in  good  condition  ;  on  approval. 
Price  £2  15s.  ;  very  cheap.  —  J.  F. 
Eaedley,  Elmsdale,  Broomhall  Park, 
Sheffield. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOKQ  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters, 
at  Chesham,  Bucks,  one  hour  from  London,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters,  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  information,  apply  to  the  Secretary. 

BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— 9,1%  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society'?  OfBces  at  the  same  address. 


I.  The  Great  Fiseal  Problem : 

(,1)  By  the  Right  Hon.  LordAvEBURY. 

(2)  By  Lionel  Phillips. 

(3)  By  W.  H.  Mallock. 

II.  The    Resources    of  South 

Africa.  By  General  Sir  Edwaki' 
Brabant,  K.C.B.  (Commandant-General 
of  Cape  Colonial  Forces). 

III.  The  Native  Labour  Question. 

By  Edgar  P.  Rathbone  (late  Jnspector 
of  Mines  to  President  Krajer's  Govern 
inent). 

IV.  The  Alien  and  the  Empire. 

By  H.  Hamilton  Fvpe. 

V.  The  Small  Family  and 

American  Society.  By  Miss  Francej 
Albbkt  Doughty. 

VI.  Joan  of  Are.    By  the  Hon.  Mrs. 

Maxwell-Scott  (of  Ahbotsford). 

VII.  The  Story  of  Gray's  Inn. 

By  Edward  Dicey,  C.B, 

VIII.  The  Ballads  of  the  People. 

By  MICHAEL  MACDONAOH. 

IX.  The  Growth  of  the  Japanese 

Navy.  By  Joseph  H.  Longford  (M' 
U.M.  Consul  at  Nagasaki). 

X.  Lion-hunters  and  Lady  Car- 
lisle. By  Miss  Ida  Taylor. 
XI.  The  Canadian  lee  Carnival 

By  Bradley  Martin,  jiin. 

XIL  Beast  Imagery  and  th« 

Bestiary.  By  Mrs.  W.  Kemp- Welch. 
XIII.  Last  Month.   By  Sir  Wemysi 

RBID;  

.  LONDON :  ^ 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd 
St.  Dunstan's  Bmise, 
FKTTER  LANE,  FLKBI  STREET,  B.C. 
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COMPETITION  AT  AMBERLEY. 


On  Ang.  30,  in  beautifully  fine  weathpr,  under 
the  auapioes  o£  Mr.  Eldridge,  the  usual  "  Eldridge  ' 
competition  took  place  at  Amberley.  There  was  a 
splendid  show  of  fish,  and  the  entries  numbered 
175.  Fifty -six  weighed  in.  The  prizes  were 
twenty-four  in  all,  and  two  prizes  for  specimen 
roach  and  bream  ( 10^.  6d.  for  largest  roach,  and 
10s.  6d,  for  largest  bream)  were  £indlv  given  by 
Mr.  Hawkins,  of  the  Railway  Hotel  at  Pulbonugb. 
The  books  were  conducted  by  Mr.  J.  Fitch  and  Mr. 
G.  H.  Frankhn,  Mr.  C.  Watling  (-Charley")  took 
the  scales,  and  the  prizes  presented  by  Mr.  A.  T. 
Eldridge  were  taken  as  follows: — C.  Watling, 
Gt.  Northern  Bros  ,  191b.  3oz.  ;  H.  Menear,  Penae 
(bream,  2!b.  ISJoz.),  181b.  4|oz.  ;  A.  Richards, 
Lincoln.  111b.;  G.Bedford,  unattached,  71b.  2oz.  ; 
W.F.Taylor,  Bermcnlsey  Bro«.,  6!b.  lljoz. ;  A. 
Taylor.  "Dartmouth.  51b.  15joz.  ;  Goodacre, 
St."  Albans.  51b.  isjiz. ;  G.  Etherington,  North 
Camberwell.  61b.  lO^-  z.  ;  E.  L.  Woollaston,  Camden, 
51b.  lOoz.  ;  Tickner,  Hatcham  Bros  ,  51b.  6Joz.  ;  A. 
L.  Wood,  Clapham  Strollers,  41b.  14Joz.  :  W.  Long, 
CroTO  and  Buckland,  41b.  8|o7. ;  W.  Ovenden, 
Good  Intent,  41b.  6Joz. :  H.  Drummond,  United 
Bros  ,  41b.  6oz.  ;  C.  Al'en,  St.  Albans,  41b.  4Joz  ; 
C.  Randall,  Gt.  Northern  Bros,  41b.  IJoz.  ;  J. 
Osborne,  Hoxton  Bros.,  31b.  6^oz. ;  W.  Button, 
Giod  Intent.  3lb.  5jz.  ;  A.  Glass,  Walham  Green, 
31b.  1^  z.;  Bedford,  South  Bermondsey,  21b.  9oz. ; 
W.  Watling,  Lincoln,  21b.  4Joz. ;  Leighton, 
St.  Albans,  21b.  2|oz.  ;  C.  Freak,  Greenwich, 
2IK  IJoz. ;  C.  Fletcher,  Central,  21b.  |oz.  ;  J. 
Norton,  St.  Albans,  largest  roach,  lib.  5ioz. 


r 


ANGLING  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The  regular  angling  season  in  St.  John's  opened 
on  Empire  Day.  May  24.  On  that  day  hundreds  of 
trouters  availed  themselves  of  the  excursion  rates 
offered  by  the  railway  company.  Although  the 
season  was  backward,  and  the  day  not  best  suited 
for  fishing,  yet  various  parties  reported  for  ten 
dozen  and  upward  aa  the  result  of  their  day's  take. 
These  trout,  of  course,  are  our  native  brown  or 
mud  trout,  and  are  taken  in  the  lakes  and  ponds 
near  the  railway  line.  The  sea- trout  and  salmon 
do  not  run  till  later. 

The  number  of  American  sportsmen  who  visit  us 
has  increased  largely  of  late,  and  the  outlook  is 
that  the  numbers  this  season  will  be  greater  than 
ever.  This  would  be  a  drawback  if  the  number  of 
fish  and  salmon  rivers  were  small,  but  from  the 
peculiar  formation  of  the  island  the  lakes,  ponds 
and  rivers  form  a  large  part  of  its  surface,  and 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  anglers  can  get 
good  fishing  streams  without  interfering  with 
each  other.  In  fact,  there  are  thousands  of  lakes 
and  rivers  in  the  island  that  have  never  yet  wet 
a  hook,  and  have  yielded  fish  to  no  man  i-ince  the 
last  of  the  Beothic  aboriaines  camped  beside  them 
and  levied  their  toll.  With  the  increasing  numbers 
of  British  and  American  sportsmen  the  travelling 
facilities  are  being  brought  up  to  date.  Good 
guides,  comfortable  boarding  houses,  and  luxurious 
railway  accommodation  are  further  inducements  to 
visitors.  All  these  may  now  be  had  at  very  reason- 
able rates.  The  principal  salmon  and  sea-trout 
rivers  are  being  looked  after  by  wardens  more  care- 
fully now  than  ever,  as  the  Fisheries  Department 
is  beginning  to  realise  that  it  is  profitable  to 
encourage  the  ever-increasing  number  of  visitors. 
Another  great  advantage  offered  to  British  and 
American  sportsmen  is  that  the  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  fishing  is  absolutely  free  from  all  restrictions. 
There  are  no  preserves,  and  no  fee  or  licence  is 
necessary  for  the  visitor  to  fish  in  any  lake  or  stream 
in  the  island.  The  climate  in  July,  August,  and 
September  is  ideal — mild,  bracing,  and  health- 
giving.  The  Fisheries  Department  have  reorganised 
the  fishery  wardens,  and  the  rivers  are  now  in  better 
condition  than  ever.  In  the  official  reports  sent  in 
to  the  department  by  the  wardens  the  number  and 
weight  of  fish  caught  are  recorded.  The  warden's 
report  for  last  year  for  one  stream,  the  Grand 
River,  Codroy,  contain",  among  thirty  others,  the 
following  record  of  salmon  caught : — 

No.     Weight  Average  Total 
lbs.         lbs.  lbs. 

H.E.  Sir  Cavendish  Boyle, 

Gov.  of  Newfoundland    20     8  to  12    10  142 

Dr.  Gage   16     7  to  30    12  192 

F.  Donway   17     8  to  14    11  187 

M.  Keattle   14     7  to  18    11  154 

A.  T.  Winter   18     8  to  12    10  180 

M.  Hay  ward    25     8  to  12    10  250 

Total  number  of  salmon  taken,  420 ;  weight, 
28891b. ;  average  weight,  71b.  About  thirty  salmon 
taken  by  others,  names  unknown,  also  a  large 
ntunber  of  grilse  and  sea-trout,  numbers  and  weight 


not  recorded.  Hon.  Gathome  Hardy,  from  June  18 
to  July  7,  1900,  caught  fifty-eight  salmon,  including 
thirty-four  grilse,  ranging  from  8lb.  to  221b.  These 
are  only  random  cullings  from  the  official  reports  of 
Grand  River ;  other  rivers  show  like  good  fishing. 
There  are  larger  salmon  caught  than  the  average  in 
the  foregoing  tables.  Major  Yardly,  an  officer  in 
the  British  Army,  who  spent  some  time  here  last 
year,  writing  in  the  London  Field  of  April  4,  tells  in 
a  graphic  description  of  the  fishing  and  shooting 
enjoyed  by  him  during  his  sojourn  in  Newfoundland. 
As  usual  he  lost  "the  big  feUow,"  but  nevertheless 
had  royal  sport.    He  says  : — 

"My  record  last  summer  on  Harry's  Brook, 
which  I  made  my  headquarters,  was,  from  the  end 
of  June  to  second  week  in  August,  sixty  salmon, 
total  weight  about  3001b.  ;  the  majority  of  these 
were  grilse,  my  largest  fish  beins  141b.  Nearly  all 
the  fish  that  I  caught  over  lOib.  were  marked  by 
the  nets.  L^ndoubtediy  there  are  bigger  fish,  but 
they  are  the  exception.  One  day  I  played  a  fish 
for  forty  minutes  that  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  and 
estimated  at  30'.b.,  but  the  hook  giving  I  lost  it.  A 
neighbouring  rod  landed  a  salmon  that  was  3oz. 
only  under  301b.  ;  other  rods  also  killed  fish  over 
20115.  My  friend  fishing  with  me  made  a  bag  very 
similar  to  my  own.  In  addition  we  caught  many 
white  trout  up  to  41b.  and  brown  trout  up  to  31b., 
although  Harry's  Brook  is  not  a  good  trout  river  ; 
also  we  did  not  specially  fish  for  trout,  and  these 
were  by  chance  caught  on  our  salmon  flies.  Some 
of  my  best  days  would  consist  of  six  salmon  and 
many  trout.  This  is  a  fair  example  of  the  sport 
that  is  to  be  had,  and  I  was  certainly  unlucky  not 
to  get  bigger  fish.  Knowing  this  river  I  should  be 
sure  of  a  larger  bag  on  it  another  year." 

The  flies  appear  to  have  tormented  the  Major,  as 
the  remedies  he  brought  were  not  of  much  avail. 
Local  anglers  use  a  simple  mixture  of  oil  tinctured 
with  carbolic  acid  :  sixteen  parts  sweet  or  olive  oil 
and  one  part  carbolic  acid.  This  makes  a  good 
remedy  for  flies.  The  acid  is  a  little  disagreeable 
in  odour,  but  it  consoles  the  victim  to  know  that 
distasteful  as  it  is  to  him,  it  is  more  so  to  the  flies. 
The  oil  soothes  the  skin  and  keeps  it  from  burning 
and  cracking  in  the  sun.  Enough  mixture  to  list 
the  trip  may  be  procured  from  any  druggist  for  a 
few  cents. — C.  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"Gbtjb  "  can  obtain  "D  ck  Grub"  fmm  Mr.  R. 
Tumbull,  10  and  12,  Hanover-street,  Edinburgh, 
for  Is.  per  dozen,  post  paid. 

J.  H.  ( Ballina). — We  are  investigating  the  matter 
about  which  you  write. 


^Letters  to  the  Ebitoc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FLANNEL  WEED  ON  PONDS. 

Dear  Mb.  Maeston, — Flannel  weed  on  ponds 
is  a  great  trouble,  and  the  desire  is  general  to  get 
rid  of  it.  but  the  means  taken  to  do  so  generally 
defeat  the  end.  Under  the  general  name  of  flannel 
weed  many  kinds  of  algfe  are  comprised,  but  of 
these  a  light  green  kind  (forming  in  one  of  its  first 
stages  a  milky  green  mass  permeating  the  water, 
and  in  a  later  stage  combining  into  spongy  pads 
on  the  top  of  the  water)  is  the  best  known. 

It  is  quite  ujelesi  to  try  to  eradicate  the  algae  by 
raking  it  cut  as  it  is  propagated  by  minato  spores, 
and  raking  only  helps  to  sow  these  seeds  afresh. 

Another  variety  of  the  same  cla=>s  shows  like  a 
spongv,  soft,  dark  green  mass  at  the  pond  bottom 
in  its  first  stage,  and  slowly  spreads  upwards.  It 
develops  afterwards  into  very  slippery  dark  green 
bundles  of  very  long  fibres,  seldom  rising  to  the  top, 
and  forming  blackish  decomposing  masses  in  i.s 
last  stHges. 

Both  kinds  of  a'gse  (the  light  green  Cladophora, 
and  the  dark  gretn  slimj'  Spyrogira)  are  dangerous 
to  fish  liff,  particularly  to  trout.  Though  enriching 
the  water  during  the  hours  of  bright  sunlight  by 
a  certain  amount  of  oxygen,  they  draw  heavily  on 
the  oxygen  supply  during  the  dwrk  still  hours  of 
the  sultry  summer  nights,  when  their  growth  is 
most  rapid.  The  large  amount  of  carbonic  acid 
then  liberated  by  them  accounts  for  disasters  in 
many  a  trout  pond  and  moat. 

The  bf  St  way  of  keeping  these  algse  (both  belong- 
ing to  the  lower  classes  of  vegetable  life)  back  is 
by  introducing  higher  class  plants  that  will  produce 
oxygen  freely  and  overshadow  the  rapid  growth  of 
these  pests  Watercress  will  do  so  vei y  fairly,  but 
it  does  not  take  well  to  every  water,  and  the  little 
duckweed  (Lemna  minor)  which  also  works  well 
appears  generally  too  late  for  obstructing  the  worst 
period  of  the  a'gae  (April  and  M-jy). 


Through  the  accidental  introduction  of  another 
much  more  highly  organised  alga;  into  my  fishery  I 
have  for  some  years  met  with  good  success. 
The  a'ga;  came  to  me  with  some  baskets  conveying 
fresh  sea  fish  U3ed  for  trout  food  at  the  fishery, 
and  proved  to  be  a  brackwater  algiu  of  extremely 
u--eful  properties. 

ThLs  {Enteromorpha  inteslinalis)  alga;  first  appears 
like  light-green  hoar  frost  on  the  water.  It  rapidly 
spreads  out  into  patches  of  sausage-like  tub3.s,  which 
contain  a  good  supply  of  oxygen.  These  patches  float 
on  the  top  of  the  water,  leaving  the  water  quite 
clear  underneath.  In  autumn  they  ahre  1  out  into 
whitish  patches  and  decay  without  leaving  a  dirty 
deposit. 

The  plant  is  much  beloved  by  snails  as  a  spawn- 
ing bed,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is 
particularly  useful  in  pinds  where  feeling  is  re.sorted 
to  as  it  seems  to  absDrb  animal  matter. — Yours 
truly,  S.  Jaffe. 

Sandfort  Tr  ynt  Fishery, 
Osnabriick,  Hanover. 

[Much  obliged  to  Hire  Jaffe.  He  will  eirn  the 
thanks  of  all  anglers  if  he  can  help  us  against  the 
weed  plagues. — Ed  ] 

SALMON  HARRYING— TAYNUILT  HOTEL - 
THE  CARRON  OF  EASTER  ROSS— 
THE  ERR  IFF. 
Dear  Mb.  Marston, — Anything  from  the  vigor- 
ous pen  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown  is  always  worth 
reading,  but  while  fully  agreeing  with  him  in  all 
that  he  says  about  the  "harrying  "  of  the  pools  of 
the  Awe  attached  to  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  (also 
sympathising  with  the  liThteous  indignation  of 
"One  Who  Has  Been  There"),  I  am  somewhat  at 
a  loss  to  understand  why  Mr.  J.  A.  H.-B.  should 
suddenly  leave  the  harrying  of  the  Awe  salmon  and 
the  catching  of  sea  trout  kelts  elsewhere  to  "harry" 
me  by  stating  in  a  postscript  that  in  one  of  my 
books  I  have  descr)b3d  the  Carron  of  Easter  Ross 
as  being  120  miles  in  length.  I  am  away  from 
home  and  have  not  my  books  to  hand.  Mr.  Harvie- 
Brown  may  or  may  not  be  strictly  accarate  in 
stating  that  nine-tenths  of  Inverlael  Forest  drain 
to  the  west,  but  I  am  nearly  sure  the  other  tenth 
drains  to  the  e»st  and  into  the  Carron  of  the  Kyle 
of  Sutherland.  As  to  my  having  said  that  this 
little  river  has  a  course  of  120  miles,  I  shall  not 
believe  it  unless  I  see  it,  and  as  Mr.  Harvie-Brown 
is  the  attacker  it  remains  with  him  to  administer 
"The  Piiest,"  or  to  cry  '■  Peccavi Speaking  from 
memory,  I  think  ther^  is  no  river  in  Scotland  that 
has  a  course  of  120  miks,  though  perhaps  the 
Tweed  may  hi  getting  on  that  way  ;  therefore,  if 
by  any  evil  chance  the  Cairon  has  been  so  described 
in  any  of  my  books,  then  it  must  bs  a  printer's 
error  which  has  escape!  my  notice.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  Mr.  J.  A.  H.-B.  will  find  that  the  120 
miles  r-fers  to  the  number  of  square  miles  that  the 
Carron  drains.  With  regard  to  the  Erriff,  I  regret 
if  my  description  of  that  river  has  caused  any 
inconvenience  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Mudford  and  his  friendp. 
I  wrote  of  it  as  it  was  about  two  years  ago,  and  iu 
the  preface  to  my  chapters  on  the  Irish  rivers  it 
was  expressly  stated  that  I  dealt  with  all  tin  rivers 
as  they  were  fished  at  that  peri)d — it  ii  nearly 
impossible  for  any  one  individual  to  keep  in  touch 
with  every  change  made  in  every  river. — Your3 
truly,  Augustus  Gsimble. 

FISHING  IN  LLANGORSE  LAKE. 

Deui  Sir, — "F.  H.  C."  will  find  accommodation 
at  the  Fisherman's  Cottage,  Llangorse  Lake,  kept 
by  Mrs.  Davis,  or  at;  L'angorse  village,  where  there 
are  two  inns,  tho  Red  Lion  and  tho  Castle.  The 
charge  is  about  seven  shillings  per  day  at  these 
houses.  Fishing  is  free,  and  boats  can  be  hired  for 
3s.  a  day.  A  great  part  of  the  lake  is  overgrown 
with  weeds  during  the  feummer,  but  there  is  a  large 
sheet  of  deeper,  open  water.  Pike  fishing  is  te^tt 
from  October  onwards,  and  the  method  of  fishing  is 
usually  spinning  a  spoon-bait  behind  a  boat. 
Natural  baits  should,  however,  be  tried,  ernd  dace 
or  gudgeon  would  prove  alluring  to  the  pike,  which 
are  satiated  with  the  roach  that  abound  in  the 
water.  Live-baiting  with  the  pa  ernoster  should 
be  tried  in  the  weedy  corners  of  the  lake.  Perch 
swarm,  and  give  good  sport,  but  they  are  generally 
small  fish.  Live  roach  are  stored  for  bait,  hut  for 
spinning  I  strongly  advise  the  visit  jr  to  provide 
himself  with  preserved  dace,  gudgeon,  or  pprats. 
In  warm  weather  some  sport  could  be  had  with 
pike  by  using  a  big  tinsel  fly,  such  as  an  Alexandra 
dressed  for  bass  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

Bakewell.  Walter  M.  Galltchan 

(Author  of  -'Fishing  in  Wales"). 


RE  PIKE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dfar  Sir, — I  observe  a  letter  in  last  week's 
Fishing    Gazette,   signed    Godwin    Booth,  giving 
particulars  of  two  days'  pike  fishing  on  Lough 
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Conn.  He  says  the  beat  hotel  is  the  Moy,  Ballina. 
I  would  like  to  know  if  Mr.  Booth  has  given  all  the 
hotels  on  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  a  trial  before 
making  this  statement.  I  venture  to  say  he  has 
not,  and  I  think  it  hardly  fair  for  him  to  make  such 
a  statement  without  some  knowledge  of  the  several 
hotels  built  beside  those  lakes.  Bailina  is  six  miles 
from  Lough  Conn,  and  ten  miles  from  Lough  Cullen 
(admittedly  one  of  the  best  pike  lakes  in  Ireland;. 
The  Anglers'  Hotel  is  on  its  shore,  and  I  have  never 
heard  of  any  angler  staying  there  finding  fault  with 
It.— Yours  truly,  March  Brown. 


WELLINGTON  FISHERY,  BETHNAL  GREEN 

Sir, — On  a  map  in  my  possession,  dated  1855,  I 
find  a  large  piece  of  water,  but  without  any  name, 
lying  to  the  south  of  St.  Peter's  Church  between 
Hackney-road  and  Old  Bethnal  Green-road,  and 
touchipg  Elizabeth-street  on  the  east,  while  Pollard 
Row  nearly  adjoins  on  the  south. 

The  piobability  that  this  is  the  old  "Wellington 
Fishery  "  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  it  is 
bounded  by  Wellington-place  on  the  west. 

On  the  same  map  to  the  north-east  and  close  to 
"The  Oval,"  between  Hackney-road  and  the 
Regent's  Canal,  I  find  a  coasiderable  sized  sheet  of 
water  designated  "Fish  Pond,"  while  a  little  to 
the  west  and  to  the  south  of  the  gas  works  appears 
another  pond  of  some  size.  The  names  of  the 
streets  may,  of  course,  have  been  altered.  Any 
reminiscences  of  these  old  fisheries  would  be  intensely 
interesting.— Yours  truly,  C.  E.  ARtrNDEL. 

Headingley,  Leeds. 


Dear  Sir,  —  Re  "  Wellington  Fishery,  near 
Bethnal  Green,"  Salter,  in  his  "Anglers'  Guide," 
says :  -  "  There  are  some  ponds  around  London  pre- 
served for  angling.  ...  By  paying  an  annual  or 
daily  sum  the  angler  may.  at  these  places,  enjoy 
his  favourite  diversion.  The  ponds  I  allude  to  are 
the  Wellington  Pond,  near  Pollard's-row,  Bethnal 
Green;  Bunkers  Hill  Pond,  Hackney-road;  and 
the  water  called  Porto  Bello  at  Shepherd's  Bush. 
These  wateis  are  frequently  replenished  by  fish 
from  the  river  Thames,  consisting  of  gudgeon, 
roach,  dace,  perch,  eels,  jack,  tench,  etc.,  brought 
by  the  Thames  fishermen  for  that  purpose." 

I  hope  that  this  may  prove  to  be  of  some  interest 
to  Mr.  Fenton. — Yours  truly,  R.  Evans. 

FISHING  AT  GWEEDORE— THE  CLADY. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  all  surprised  here  at  the 
account  given  by  G.  E.  Gedney  about  the  fishin<7 
on  the  Clady  River,  Gweedore,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Aug.  29.  His  knowledge  of  the  Clady  River 
cannot  be  very  great,  as  the  only  pool  known  here 
as  the  Rock  Pool  is  at  least  two  miles  from  the  sea. 
The  river  is  fed  by  three  loughs,  and  after  a  flood 
fishes  well  for  at  least  a  week.  I  quite  agree 
with  Mr.  Gedney  that  fish  are  not  always  to 
be  caught  in  the  Clady,  but  we  shall  be  glad 
if  he,  with  his  vast  experience  of  Irish  fishings, 
can  give  us  the  name  of  any  other  hotel  water 
m  Ireland  that  can  exceed  or  even  equal  the 
following  takes:  From  July  6  to  Aug.  28,  115 
fish  have  been  killed  here.  One  rod  from 
July  7  to  July  20  killed  twenty -two.  On 
July  16  three  rods  killed  twenty  fish  and  several 
good  sea-trout.  I  venture  to  think  these  figures 
speak  for  themselves.  Usually  June  and  July  are 
the  best  months  here,  but  owing  to  the  dry  season 
there  was  no  water  tUl  July  6  to  let  the  fish  up  — 
Yours  truly,  D.  J.  W.  Edwardes, 

Gweedore  Hotel,  co.  Donegal. 

CURIOUS  INCIDENT  IN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— On  Friday,  Aug.  28,  I  was 
fishing  minnow  after  a  big  flood  in  the  Lune  here, 
and  noticed  the  trout  were  heavily  gorged.  I  ran 
short  of  minnows,  and  still  caught  them  with  a 
small  Devon,  and  my  last  run,  that  I  missed,  abso- 
lutely covered  my  triangles  with  worms,  "  a  thing  I 
had  never  seen  before,"  have  you  ?  neither  have  I 
ever  found  Lune  trout,  when  gorged,  take  so  freely, 
being  in  the  pink  of  condition  now,  of  course.  I 
think  there  must  have  been  a  lot  of  bank  washed 
away  above  from  the  colour  of  the  water  and 
abundance  of  worms  in  the  fish. 

The  series  of  floods  lately  must  have  stopped  the 
netters  below  and  let  a  few  salmon  up,  but  it  is  a 
case  of  Ichabod. — Yours  faithfully. 

Brant  Howe,  Ouveb  Procter. 

Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

[I  do  not  remember  such  a  curious  incident. — Ed.] 

ALL-STEEL  FLY  RODS. 
Dear  Sir,— I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  July 
11  a  letter  signed  "  Smik»,"  asking  for  information 
about  all-steel  fly  rods.  In  case  an  answer  has  not 
already  reached  you,  "  Smike  "  may  be  glad  of  my 
experience.    I  have  had  one  of  Carter's  steel  fly 
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rods  for  some  time -now.  It  is  a  very  handy  Kttle 
9ft.  rod,  and  packs  up  into  small  compass,  as  the 
butt  is  separate  from  the  lowest  joint.  It  is  strong, 
and  will  throw  a  longish  line  ;  but  I  must  admit 
that  I  do  not  care  for  the  "  action  "  of  it.  It  is 
quite  different  from  any  cane  or  wood  rods  I  have 
used,  and  I  find  it  rather  a  strain  on  the  wrist ;  nor 
can  I  work  a  dry-fly  with  it.  This  may  be  my  own 
fault.  It  has,  moreover,  one  vory  serious  draw- 
back, namely,  in  the  joints  The  joints  either  have 
a  tendency  to  stick,  or  else  if  vaselined  to  work 
round,  so  that  the  rings  are  not  in  a  straight 
line.  With  improved  joints  it  would  be  a  very  good 
weapon  for  anyone  who  liked  its  somewhat  peculiar 
"  action"  ;  and  for  rough  work,  or  when  one  does 
not  want  to  be  bothered  with  much  luggage,  it  is 
most  convenient.  All  three  joints  will  pack  into  the 
handle  of  my  landing-net,  and  the  butt  goes  in  my 
small  fishing  bag.  This  is  a  great  advantage  when 
travelling  about.  As  to  the  casting  powers  of  the 
rod,  on  which  point  "  Smike  "  particularly  desires 
information,  I  can  only  say  that  I  can  throw  a 
longer  line  with  my  9ft.  cane  rod  or  with  my  9ft. 
greenheart  than  I  can  with  the  steel  rod  ;  but  this 
may  be  because  I  have  not  properly  learnt  how  to 
manage  it.  As  I  said  before,  its  action  is  peculiar 
—Yours  truly,  R.  A.  G.  Sesting 

Mullaittari,  Ceylon 

NO  RUDD  IN  THE  HAMPSHIRE  AVON 
AND  STOUR. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  Mr.  Alfieri's 
notes  on  the  fishing  in  the  Avon  and  Stour.  He  is, 
however,  a  little  premature.  There  are  no  rudd  in 
either  river  at  present,  nor  has  there  been  during 
the  fifty  years  I  have  fished  there.  I  hope  to  place 
a  thousand  in  the  Stour  in  October.— Yours  faith- 
fully. Henry  Newlyn,  J.P, 

Bournemouth 
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A  FINE  EEL. 
Dear  Sir. — I  have  sent  by  post  the  skin,  a 
section  of  the  eel,  and  the  inside  of  a  41b.  fish 
caught  at  Walton-on-Thames  by  Mr.  W.  J.  S, 
Smythe,  a  member  of  the  Walton-on-Thames 
Angling  Association.  Part  of  the  inside  may  throw 
some  light  on  the  breeding  question.  Down  here 
we  think  it  is  roe,  but  perhaps  you  can  enlighten 
us.— Yours  truly,  H.  C.  Alpe, 

[The  specimen  was  sent  on  to  G.  A.  Boulenger, 
Esq.,  F.R.S.,  British  Museum  (Natural  History 
Department),  South  Kensington,  who  kindly  replied 
as  follows : — 

'  Dear  Mr.  Marston,  —  What  your  corre- 
spondent thinks  may  be  roe  are  much-developed 
folds  of  fatty  membrane  on  the  sides  of  the  digestive 
canal.  The  external  characters  of  the  specimen 
sent  are  those  of  a  female. — Yours  very  truly, 

"  G.  A.  Boulenger."] 

FISHING  NEAR  BOGNOR. 
Dear  Sir, — Necessity  'compels  me  to  spend  my 
holidays  near  at  home  this  year,  and  I  have  decided 
upon  Bognor.  Might  I  ask  if  you  or  any  reader  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  can  give  me  any  information  as 
to  the  fishing  off  the  coast  in  that  neighbourhood, 
also  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  any  rocky  ground 
where  sport  is  to  be  had  amongst  the  congers.- 
Yours  faithfully,  Marina. 

[There  is  good  sea  fishing  from  the  rocks  at  low 
water  for  whiting,  coal-fish.  etc.  Grey  mullet 
abound  in  the  shallow  water  between  Felpham  and 
Littl  ehampton.  ] 

FISHING  AT  PEEL,  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
Dear  Sir, — The  best  trout  stream  in  Manxland 
ought  to  be  at  Peel,  but  it  ain't.  'Cos  why  7 
Becausie  the  waste  from  the  mines  has  poisoned  it 
from  St.  John's  to  th<)  sea.  Glen  Mayo  is  worth 
sampling,  distance  a  few  miles.  Also  Glen  Helen 
river,  a  very  short  distance  by  rail.  Sea  fishing 
very  good. — Yours  truly.  E.  E.  H. 

EFFECTS  OF  A  FEW  AGENTS  USED  IN 
DRESSING  LINES. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Probably  you  may  re- 
member that  in  your  issue  of  March  21  you 
referred  in  "Occasional  Notes"  to  statements 
made  in  the  Deutsche  Angler- Zeitung  relative  to 
the  "  degenerating  "  effects  of  linseed  oil  on  lines, 
and  that,  through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
I  volunteered  to  conduct  some  experiments  with 
the  object  of  trying  the  actions  of  a  few  agents 
occasionally  used  as  dressings. 

Three  months  having  elapsed  I  now  send  you  the 
results  of  these  experiments,  thinking  they  may 
perhaps  be  of  use  or  interest  to  yourself  or  some  of 
your  numerous  readers. 

In  Class  A  the  first  thing  that  struck  me  was  the 


wonderful  uniformity  of  the  breaking-strain,  which 
speaks  volumes  for  the  material  (best  raw  silk  lino 
made  by  Messrs.  Warner  &  Sons,  of  Redditch) 
employed.  But  the  great  surprise  in  store  for  me 
was  the  reversal  of  the  positions  of  raw  and  boiled 
linseed  oil  to  what  I  had  anticipated.  The  raw  oil, 
in  which  I  had  great  faith,  lost  very  nearly  eight 
points  ;  while  the  samples  dressed  with  boiled  oil, 
m  which  the  litharge  is  generally  supposed  to  have 
a  rotting  effect,  remained  unimpaired.  This  partly 
bears  out  the  statements  made  by  the  German 
ahglers  referred  to,  and  curiously  enough  is  also 
partly  in  accordance  with  your  own  remark  iii 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  21,  which  I  take  the 
liberty  of  quoting  : — 

"It  is  a  great  mistake,  I  think,  on  the  part  of. 
our  German  friends  to  blame  the  linseed  oil,  ax 
lines  properly  dressed  with  pure  boiled  linseed  oil 
will  last  for  many  years.  I  have  one  which  Mr. 
Walbran,  of  Leeds,  sent  me  some  eight  or  ten 
years  ago  .  .  .  has  had  very  hard  use  and  no 
particular  care,  but  it  never  got  hard  or  cracked, 
or  brittle  or  rotten." 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  the  older  the  oil  i 
(raw)  employed  the  better.  What  I  used  was  said  ' 
to  be  ten  years  old,  but  this  I  cannot  guarantee. 
The  question  that  suggests  itself  to  my  mind  is — 
Does  heating  the  oil  to  a  certain  temperature 
destroy  the  "microbe  of  destruction"  (Bacillus 
Annihtlans)—!  will  call  it,  for  want  of  a  better 
definition — if  such  exists  ? 

So  convinced  was  I  of  the  great  superiority  of 
raw  oil  that  I  dressed  a  new  line  for  my  own  use 
with  that  agent,  the  same  as  used  in  experiment. 
It  is  useless  to  regret  it  now.  If  "  to  err  is  human," 
then  must  I  be  brimful  of  humanity,  as  I  am 
continually  catching  myself  out  at  doing  the  wrong 
thing.  Quite  recently  I  managed  to  secure  a  very 
small  quantity  of  oil  which  is  twenty-seven  years 
old.  I  thought  it  priceless,  but  during  the  last 
forty-eight  hours  it  has  depreciated  in  value  with 
me.  If  I  do  use  it  I  intend  boiling  it  first,  just  to 
"kill  the  microbes." 

Mars  and  cod  oils  came  through  the  ordeal  as 
expected.  I  thought,  and  stUI  think,  that  these 
oils  are  almost  identical.  The  only  apparent  differ- 
ence in  the  samples  of  line  dressed  with  these 
agents  was  that  whereas  the  former  were  almost 
as  greasy  as  when  first  hung  up,  the  latter  had 
nearly  dried,  leaving  but  a  trace  of  grease  on  the 
fingers  when  pulled  through.  Perhaps  the  "  some- 
thing "  used  to  odourise  Marsol  may  have  something 
to  say  to  this.  Both  are  excellent  dressings,  and 
can  be  recommended  to  those  who  do  not  object  to 
a  greasy  line.  , 

Paraffin  and  turpentine  both  manfully  sustained 
their  reputations  as  "rotters."  ' 

Tallow,  deer's  fat,  and  vaseline  ran  a  pretty  close 
race,  tallow  winning  by  a  short  head. 

Classes  B,  C,  and  D  consisted  of  samples  of 
hne  dressed,  and  kindly  sent  me  by  Mr.  W.  D.  ' 
Coggeshall.    Unfortunately,  he  had  not  any  of  the 
material  undressed  with  which  I  could  compare  its  i 
breaking  strain.    It  was  stouter  than  that  employed  ' 
by  me. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  in  Class  B  I  took 
that  dressed  with  raw  linseed  oil  as  a  standard,  and 
assumed  that  it  was  identical  with  mine  (92-17) 
similarly  treated.  This  table  bears  out  the  pre- 
ceding, as,  with  the  exception  of  the  Badminton 
mixture,  the  less  oil  used  the  better  the  results. 

What  varni*  was  employed  Mr.  Coggeshall  does 
not  say.    Probab'y  copal. 

Classes  C  and  D  were  alike,  except  that  the  line 
used  in  C  was  white  and  in  D  green  silk  of 
s  outer  proportion.  Here  again  I  was  obliged  to 
assume  something,  and  take  those  dressed  with 
tallow  as  100  for  a  standard.  The  results  are 
curious.  Curiously  alike  to  commence  with;  but 
more  curious  still  that  apparently  the  mixture  of  a 
presumably  harmless  agent  with  one  of  deteriorating 
propensities  greatly  strengthens  the  line.  This  i.^ 
rather  an  enigma  to  me.  Honestly  and  candidly  I 
give  it  up. 

Before  concluding,  may  I  thank  Mr.  Coggeshall 
through  your  columns  for  his  extreme  kindness  and 
courtesy,  for  the  samples  he  forwarded  and  the 
many  valuable  suggestions  conveyed.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  X.  S.  R. 

Class  A. — Raw  silk  line,  100;  Mars  oil,  100;  cod 
oil,  100;  linseed  oil  (boiled),  100;  linseed  oil  (raw), 
92  17;  parafiin  oil,  88-69;  turpentine  oil,  87-82; 
tallow.  100;  deer's  fat,  99-13;  vaseline,  98  26. 

Class  B.— Linseed  oil  (raw),  92  17;  Badminton 
mixture,  93-5;  linseed  oil  (raw),  two- thirds,  var- 
nish, one-third.  93  5:  linseed  oil  (raw),  one-half, 
varnish,  one-half,  96  84  ;  varnish,  96-84. 

Class  C. — Tallow,  100;  paraffin  wax,  95-65; 
tallow,  one-half,  parafiin  wax,  one-half,  104-34. 

Class  D.— Tallow,  100;  paraffin  wax,  98  87; 
tallow,  one-half,  paraffin  wax,  one-half,  109-6. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Dr.  HAiiiLTON,  F.LS.,  F.Z.S. 
Being  away  at  the  time,  it  was  in  the  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week  that  I  saw  the 
sad  news  of  the  death  of  my  old  friend  Dr.  Edward 
Hamilton,  author  of  those  charming  books,  "Re- 
collections of  Fly  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  and 
Grayling,"  published  in  1884,  and  "The  Riverside 
XaturaUst,"  in  1890.  The  latter  work  appeared 
originally  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  serial  form,  and 
Dr.  Hamilton  often  wrote  on  angling  and  natural 
history  matters  in  our  columns.  The  doctor  was 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  and  presided  at  one  of  its  first  dinners,  and 
for  some  years  often  attended  its  meetings.  His 
genial  manner  and  great  fund  of  information  made 
him  a  great  favourite  with  the  members  of  the  club 
—with  everyone  who  knew  him.  in  fact.  Some 
years  ago,  with  some  particulars,  I  gave  a  portrait 
of  our  late  friend— I  say  our  friend,  for  he  was  the 
friend  of  all  anglers— and  I  hope  to  reproduce  it, 
or  another  portrait,  if  I  can  get  it.  Dr.  Hamilton 
was  a  delightful  companion  by  the  riverside  or 
fireside,  and  was  in  every  way,  and  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  words,  a  true  angler  and  gentleman^ 

Here  is  a  Riddle  for  the  Fishing  Hut. 
If  asked  to  mention  the  kind  of  fly-rod  thev 
preferred  and  their  favourite  maker,  the  names  of 
which  two  popular  authors  would  many  anglers 
mention  ?  miy.  Hall  Caine  and  Hardv.  of  course 
I  fear  the  author  of  "  The  Christian  "'would  con- 
sider the  murder  of  his  Christian  name  deserving  of 
an  application  of  his  surname. 

Failure  of  Artificiai,  Salmon  Culture. 
I  have  received  the  following  letter  from  "  Old 
Angler  '-1  on  this  important  subject.  I  am  afraid 
that  as  regards  the  sahnon  and  other  migratory 
salmomdaj  it  is  almost  impossible  to  point  to  any 
results  at  all  adequate  or  convincing  as  to  the 
success  of  artificial  culture,  as  can  be  done  with 
trout  and  other  purely  fresh-water  fish.  Dr.  Jaffe's 
account  is  the  best  I  have  seen,  but  it  is  not 


absolutely  convincing.  The  "  Old  Angler  "  says  :  — 
"  Dear  SIr.  Marston, — Accept  my  sincere  thanks 
for  your  kindness  in  sending  me  not  only  the  issue 
of  your'paper  for  which  I  asked,  but  no  fewer  than 
seven  other  issues  containing  articles  of  the  greatest 
interest  on  fish  culture.  Without  some  knowledge 
of  the  immense  numbers  of  salmon  resorting  to  the 
rivers  of  the  Pacific  Slope  and  Alaska,  your  readers, 
as  well  as  those  of  Forest  and  Stream,  would  natu- 
rally form  very  erroneous  conclusions  as  to  the  prac- 
tical benefit  of  salmon  culture  in  Pacific  rivers. 

"I  am  especially  pleased  -n-ith  your  sensible 
remarks  on  the  report  of  Mr.  Farrer,  of  the  River 
Eden  Salmon  Hatchery,  and  the  taking  of  ova 
from  the  breeding  fish  of  the  river  to  hatch  arti- 
ficially at  the  rate  of  30,000  yearling  fish  from 
140,000  eggs  !  If  there  are  no  natural  spawning 
grounds  for  salmon  in  this  river  Eden,  it  is  simply 
impossible  to  keep  up  any  considerable  stock  by 
artificial  hatching  at  the  above  rate.  So  far  I  have 
seen  nothing  from  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland  to 
show  that  hatcheries  have  increased  the  annual 
catch  of  a  single  river  in  Great  Britain,  and  I  regret 
this  the  more  because  the  failure  in  the  mother 
country  only  emphasises  the  failure  of  our  efforts  in 
the  Colonies.  To  me  this  is  almost  a  personal  mis- 
fortune, for  I  was  the  Canadian  officer  most  largely 
responsible  for  persuading  the  first  ilinister  of 
Marine  and  Fisheries  to  take  up  fish  culture  as  a 
departmental  work  at  pubHc  expense.  My  disap- 
pointment has  been  very  keen,  for  the  departmental 
reports  from  1874,  when  the  first  hatcheries  went  into 
operation,  up  to  1902  show  that  the  catch  of  every 
species  cultivated,  including  Salmo  salar,  S.  fonti- 
nalis,  8.  coregonus,  S.  sebago  (Ouananiche),  and 
S.  namaycush  (the  Great  Lake  Trout),  has  steadily 
decreased  year  after  year.  The  hatching  houses 
have  done  absolutely  nothing  to  replace  the  deple- 
tion caused  by  over-fishing  in  our  estuaries  and 
rivers.  I  fear  you  wiU  find,  on  careful  inquiry, 
that  no  better  results  have  been  reached  in  Germany, 
France,  or  Holland  than  were  reported  by  Professor 
Malmgren  in  1883.  H  I  am  not  misinformed. 
State  hatcheries  are  not  now  supported  in  Eui-ope. 
Again  thanking  you  for  your  courtesy,  I  can  only 
sadly  repeat  your  own  words  : — '  I  do  not  write  in 
any  captious  or  carping  spirit ;  no  man  would  rejoice 
more  than  I  should  to  get  some  definite  proof  of  the 
value  of  artificial  salmon  culture.' — I  am,  dear  Sir, 
yours  gratefully,  "  The  Old  Angler.'' 

Capture  of  a  17lb.  Carp; 
Mr.  J.  KiUick,  of  Hartfield,  writes : — 
"  It  may  interest  some  of  your  many  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  to  hear  that  on  Aug.  27  a 
gentleman  fishing  in  Earl  De  La  Warr's  lake  at 
Buckhurst,  Withyham,  using  biscuit  paste  for  bait 
and  finest  gut  tackle,  caught  the  above  fish.  The 
monster  afforded  the  fortunate  captor  the  finest 
possible  sport.  After  fully  an  hour  of  intense  excite- 
ment, during  which  time  the  angler  was  alternately 
buoyed  up  with  the  hope  that  he  might  land  the 
fish  and  cast  down  when  the  big  carp  made  a 
determined  effort  to  get  to  the  middle  of  the  lake, 
he.  with  the  assistance  of  a  friend,  safely  landed  it. 
Although  a  subscriber  to  your  paper  for  many  years, 
I  do  not  recollect  seeing  any  mention  of  so  fine  a 
carp  being  caught." 

"P.S. — Some  few  weeks  back  you  recommended 
a  solution  that  was  a  great  success  against  the 
attacks  of  those  insect  pests  flies  and  midges. 
Unfortunately,  I  did  not  take  down  the  address  of 
that  friend  of  mankind  who  supplied  the  article. 
Perhaps  you  will  kindly  supply  it."- 

The  carp  is  certainly  a  grand  one.  The  anti- 
midge  and  fly  lotion  is  supplied  in  bottles  at  Is.  2A 
by  Mr.  G.  Mackay,  50,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  Mr.  KilUck  confirms  my  opinion 
of  it  as  a  pleasant  and  effective  lotion. 


An  Etching  of  Walton  and  Cotton's  Fishing 
House. 

Mr.  W.  Lewis  Turner,  of  35,  St.  Leonard's-road, 
East  Sheen,  Surrey,  called  the  other  day  and  asked 
me  if  I  would  mind  mentioning  that  he  is  preparing 
an  etching  of  Walton  and  Cotton's  fishing  house  on 
the  Dove.  The  size  of  the  plate  is  to  be  9|Ln.  by 
6Jin.,  with  margin  about  4in.  all  round.  Limited 
edition  of  signed  artist's  proofs.  The  plate  is 
inscribed  to  Frank  Green.  Esq.,  of  Treasurer's 
House,  York,  who  is  the  present  owner  of  the 
property.  It  is  to  be  published  at  £1  Is.,  fifty  to 
subscribers  at  lOa,  6d.  each. 


The  Grayling. 

Mr.  John  Twaddle,  of  Choppington.  in  some 
interesting  notes  on  the  grayling  published  recently 
in  the  Morpeth  Herald,  comes  to  the  amuSing  con- 
clusion that  it  is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  the 
monks  introduced  the  grayling  into  England.  It 
was  the  grayling  which  introduced  the  monks,  they 
being  so  dehghted  %vith  it  that  they  settled  down 
on  the  rivers  containing  it. 

Blind  Trout  and  Flannel  Weed. 

Mr.  Oliver  Procter,  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  writes:— 

"  Sept.  9,  1903. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  lost  my  largest 
pet  trout  (eight  years  old,  |lb.)  this  year,  both 
eyes  going  quite  opaque,  and  a  neighbour  tells  me 
his  rainbows,  when  caught,  generally  have  one  eye 
gone.  We  both  have  flannel  weed  to  excess,  and 
are  short  of  a  good  stream  through.  The  outlet 
in  both  cases  consists  of  leakage  at  the  waterUne. 

"  Does  flannel  weed  cause  this  disease,  and  has 
it  been  more  prevalent  this  year  than  usual?  I 
have  a  few  perch  in  that  are  quite  free  from  it. 
My  friend  is  going  to  try  gravel  on  the  concrete  to 
resist  the  weed.'- 

I  never  heard  of  trout  being  blinded  by  flannel 
weed,  though  it  certainly  chokes  young  fish.  Herr 
Jaffe's  suggestion  is  to  plant  a  weed  which  will 
keep  down  the  flannel  weed,  but  the  latter  seems 
to  flourish  over  everything.  It  is  possible  that  the 
concrete  has  something  to  do  with  the  blindness. 
Three-quarters  of  a  pound  for  an  eight  year  old 
trout  seems  to  point  to  British  Army  emergency 
rations.  Hard  water  is  bad  for  some  fish,  and 
want  of  shade  also.  I  wish  Mr.  Wadham  would 
tell  us  how  he  deals  with  the  masses  of  flannel  weed 
which  appear  at  times  on  the  association  water  at 
Carisbrooke,  R.  B,  3L\rston. 


DEY  FLY  FISHING  IN  BEIEF. 
By  p.  WiTi 


(Continued  from  page  144.) 
CHAPTER  X. 

Tailing  Fish  ;  The  Natural  Food  of  Trout  ; 
Specimen  Fish. 

The  new  chum  will  sometimes  think  he  sees  a  fish 
rise,  but  on  closer  inspection  find  it  is  only  the  tail 
of  the  fish  which  keeps  breaking  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  the  trout's  head  all  the  time  is  grubbing 
industriously  below  in  the  weeds  on  the  shallow. 
This  will  produce  a  very  interesting  Httle  problem 
for  the  beginner  to  study,  and  by  the  time  he  has 
solved  it  for  himself,  as  every  angler  should  do,  he 
wiU.  have  learnt  far  more  about  under-water  Ufe 
than  I  unfortunately  have  space  for  here,  deeply 
interesting  though  it  is.  However,  while  on  the 
subject  of  the  natural  food  of  trout,  everyone  will 
admit  they  often  hear  anglers  complain  that  some- 
how "  the  fish  no  longer  rise  so  well  as  they  used  to 
do  in  former  years,"  and  some  men  wonder  why  in 
a  half-hearted  sort  of  way,  and  then  the  subject  is 
dropped. 

I  would  like  to  ask  how  many  fishermen  there  are 
out  of  all  the  hundreds  of  angling  clubs  in  the 
kingdom  who  ever  spend  so  much  as  a  single 
shiUing  per  annum  towards  restocking  vdih  natural 
flies  the  waters  they  preserve  and  fish,  though  they 
all  probably  know  quite  well  there  is  no  food  to 
compare  with  the  natural  water  flies  for  developing 
the  fish  and  bringing  them  quickly  into  good  con- 
dition, and  no  food  fish  like  so  weU.  From  one 
cause  or  another,  when  the  natural  fly  has  been 
thinned  down  by  an  unfavourable  season  for  it,  I 
fear  little  or  nothing  is  done  on  the  majority  of  club 
waters  to  replenish  the  stock,  and  consequently  the 
fish  are  obHged,  and  so  trained,  to  look  more  and 
more  to  bottom  feeding  for  the  bulk  of  their  food 
supply,  and  year  by  year  the  rising  of  fish  becomes 
worse  and  worse; 

I  believe  ilr.  E.  V.  Corrie,  of  the  Itchen  River 
Trout  Breeding  EstabUshment,  near  Winchester, 
was  the  fust  in  this  country  to  seriously  take  up 
this  important  question,  and  give  all  those  who 
wished  for  it  an  easy  opportunity  to  purchase  car- 
boys of  fly  for  replenishing  their  streams.  The 
soimd  common-sense  of  his  idea  was  promptly  under- 
stood and  acted  upon  also  by  other  leading  fish 
farmei-s  in  England  in  much  the  same  practical 
way,  so  there  is  no  longer  any  reason  why  buyers  of 
fish  or  ova  for  restocking  preserves  should  not 
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obtain  all  the  fly  necessary  and  at  a  reasonable 
price. 

The  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
through  which  the  whole  main  stream  of  the  river 
Itchen  has  to  flow,  backed  in  addition  by  deep  chalk 
springs,  is  now  too  widely  known  for  any  description 
to  be  necessary  here.  Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  its 
busy  manager,  anyone  interested  in  trout  culture 
may  on  proper  appUcation  obtain  an  appointment, 
when  this  truly  lovely  water-farm  may  be  inspected 
and  information  obtained  on  the  many  branches  of 
this  most  interesting  study. 

Specimen  Fish. 

"  These  on  being  captured  should  first  be  wrapped 
carefully  up  in  ordinary  newspaper.  Anything  else 
is  difficult  for  the  stufl'er  to  remove  without  damag- 
ing the  scales.  The  fish  should  then  be  packed  as 
straight  as  possible,  flat  upon  its  side,  in  a  wooden 
box,  with  more  paper  to  keep  it  from  shifting  and 
bruising,  and  despatched  by  first  possible  passenger 
train  to  the  stuft'er."  Stuffing  fish,  like  boxing  and 
high  diving,  requires  constant  practice,  or  the  con- 
se([uences  are  apt  to  be  disastrous  ;  but  wherever 
the  novice  has  a  real  taste  that  way  it  is  sure  to 
assert  itself,  and  he  will  soon  learn  a  lot ;  but  on  his 
commencement  I  advise  him  to  remember  that 
anything  "  extra  at  all "  is  best  tackled  by  pro- 
fessionals. Those  who  wish  to  know  exactly  how  to 
"set  up  fish"  can  learn  all  about  it,  and  a  vast  deal 
on  other  subjects  also  connected  with  fishing,  in  that 
excellent  book  written  for  the  Anglers'  Library, 
edited  by  Sir  H.  Maxwell.  Bart.,  and  Mr.  P.  G. 
Aflalo,  entitled  "  Coarse  Fish,"-  by  C.  H.  Wheeley. 

CHAPTER  XI. 
Dace  FisHusra  with  a  Dry  Fly. 
To  be  successful  it  requires  both  eye  and  hand  to 
act  together  with  such  lightning  swiftness,  and  yet 
deUcacy  of  touch,  in  order  to  hook  this  quick-rising 
silvery  Uttle  fish — I  can  only  compare  it  to  snap- 
shooting with  a  gun.  A  fair  day's  sport  on  a  good 
dace  stream  is  very  good  fun,  and  the  best  possible 
practice  for  trout  fishing.  At  first  the  novice  should 
twitch  his  fly  (when  he  can  see  the  fish  coming  up) 
as  the  nose  of  the  dace  reaches  it,  before  the  surface 
of  the  water  breaks,  or  he  will  be  too  slow.  Later 
on,  when  he  finds  this  plan  results  in  twitching  the 
fly  away  from  the  fish  before  its  mouth  has  closed 
upon  it,  the  angler  may  just  hesitate  for  one  delight- 
ful moment,  but  only  for  a  moment,  before  hitting 
his  fish. 

Many  of  the  very  largest  dace  make  no  more  mark 
on  the  surface  than  a  minnow  when  rising  close  to  the 
bank.  They  come  quietly  up  from  below,  suck 
down  the  fly  and  the  water  immediately  round  it 
into  their  mouths,  letting  the  water  pass  out 
through  their  gills,  while  the  fly  is  retained  if  found 
satisfactory  ;  but  it  is  rejected  like  a  flash  when 
artificial.  At  other  times  the  rapidity  with  which 
a  dace  wiU  shoot  up  and  boldly  take  the  angler's  fly 
with  a  dash  and  splash,  and  yet  let  go  before  the 
beginner  can  hook  him,  is  almost  incredible.  Dace 
out  of  a  clear,  sharp  stream  are  very  good  to  eat,  if 
split  open  and  fried  with  their  scales  left  on,  which 
fry  up  like  breadcrumbs  on  a  sole.  They  should  be 
served  on  very  hot  plates  with  a  squeeze  of  lemon 
and  a  dash  of  Nepaul  pepper  ;  but  no  fish  is  good 
to  eat  which  comes  from  slow  muddy  water.  The 
rod  for  dace  fishing  should  be  a  very  light  one,  and 
the  tackle  and  flies  the  same  as  for  trout,  except 
that  a  landing-net  is  hardly  necessary.  Dace  rarely 
exceed  three-quarters  of  a  pound,  and  anything 
from  that  weight  downwards  can  be  raised  on  the 
gut  cast  with  a  steady  lift  to  the  bank,  provided  the 
fish  is  thoroughly  played  out  first.  Let  your  fly  be 
as  Hke  the  natural  one  which  is  on  the  water  as  you 
can,  just  as  in  trout  fishing,  except  of  course  when 
you  are  using  some  purely  fancy  fly. 

I  find  on  looking  over  my  fishing  diary  that  I  have 
done  best  during  the  last  seven  years  with  the 
following  flies  : — Female  March  Brown  (the  male  is 
darker  and  smaller)  and  its  imago,  the  great  Red 
Spinner,  both  as  tied  by  H.  A.  Murton,  on  finest  un- 
drawn gut,  eleven  inches  long,  on  No.  1  hooks, 
price.  Is.  6d.  a  dozen  ;  Soldier  Palmer,  hackled ; 
Blue  Bottle,  wliich  I  tie  as  follows :  No.  1  hook ; 
body,  green  herl  from  peacock's  sword  feather ; 
hackles,  two,  and  very  short  and  soft,  from  the  upper 
part  of  a  black  hen's  neck ;  wings,  starling,  or  cut  in 
one  piece  (an  exact  copy  of  the  natural  fly)  from  a 
bit  of  talc  tied  to  lie  quite  flat  before  the  hackles  are 
wound  on,  the  two  final  turns  of  the  latter  being 
taken  above  the  mngs,  just  below  the  eye  of  the  fly. 


Tliis  I  have  found  very  deadly  all  through  the  hot 
weather. 

One  or  other  of  the  three  following  flies  will  kill 
trout,  chub,  and  dace  right  well  all  through  the 
season.  I  dress  them  as  follows  : — No.  1.  On  a 
No.  1  hook  tie  three  whisks,  lin.  each  in  length,  from 
the  black  whiskers  of  a  young  rabbit — old  rabbit 
are  too  coarse  and  stiff  ;  body,  deep  vivid  orange 
silk,  two  fiery  deep  red  hackles  with  black  butts — 
the  black  running  up  the  centre  stem  makes  a  kill- 
ing variety,  and  so  does  the  reddest  game  cock  ; 
wings  (double),  starUng,  and  very  upright  and  well 
spread.  No.  2.  On  No.  1  hook  tie  for  whisks  three 
fibres  from  a  cock  pheasant's  feather,  taken  just 
above  the  long  tail,  where  there  is  a  lovely  patch  of 
big  red  feathers  richly  shot  with  green  ;  body,  palest 
primrose  silk  ;  this  if  tied  with  Piscatoribus  Saci-um 
No.  1  best  fly-tying  silk.  Swan  brand,  turns  a  lovely 
soft  shade  of  olive  when  wet,  exactly  like  so  many 
of  the  real  duns  ;  but  much  of  the  yellow  silli  sold 
and  used  for  fly-tying  looks  all  right  only  when  dry, 
and  when  wet  turns  almost  black,  which  of  course 
is  not  nearly  so  good,  and  in  fact  often  useless  ; 
two  hackles,  pale  ginger  (cocks')  ;  wings,  starUng. 

Trout  and  dace  undoubtedly  can  judge  colour, 
even  to  the  slightest  variation  of  a  shade,  and  I 
beUeve  the  colour  and  the  way  in  which  it  is  pre- 
sented to  the  eye  of  a  trout  or  dace  have  more  than 
anything  else  to  do  with  the  acceptance  or  refusal 
of  the  fly.  In  proof  of  this  statement,  all  who  have 
fished  much  with  dry-fly  for  trout  will  have  noticed 
that  the  fish  will  often  rise  well  at  one  particular 
sort  of  fly,  even  swinging  quite  a  yard  to  one  side 
or  the  other  to  reach  it,  and  then  returning  to  their 
favourite  spot,  but  taking  no  notice  of  a  different- 
coloured  fly  even  when  it  passes  straight  over  them. 
I  firmly  beUeve  in  colour  for  trout  and  dace,  and 
size  combined  with  colour  for  salmon.  I  do  not 
believe  that  where  dace  are  much  fished  for  with 
dry  fly  in  clear  water  the  angler  who  thinks  he  can 
get  a  rise  out  of  them  with  almost  any  sort  of  fly 
will  be  successful.  No.  3  fly,  same  as  No.  2,  except 
the  body,  which  should  be  rich  purple  silk, 
(To  he  continued.) 


"WE  FISHED  EOE  PLEASUEE 
(AND  WE   CAUGHT  IT)."- 
By  the  Amateuk  Angler. 

More  Big  Chub. 
Two  lovely  days  in  succession — Aug.  31  and 
Sept.  1 — led  us  rashly  to  conclude  that  summer 
weather  had  set  in  for  good  as  our  pleasant  hohday 
drew  to  a  close.  On  the  1st  the  Major  went  for  a 
last  visit  to  the  Stour,  and  two  of  us  went  with  him, 
but  only  as  lookers-on.  He  fished  for  pike  all  the 
morning  with  poor  success,  getting  only  a  few  small 
jack.  In  the  afternoon  he  settled  down  to  the 
chub,  and  was  soon  rewarded  with  one  of  31b., 
another  4lb.,  and  another  5lb.  These  lively  fish 
afforded  excellent  sport.  If  small  chub  of  a  pound 
or  so  have  no  fight  in  them,  this  cannot  be  said  of  the 
big  fellows.  Having  fed  themselves  fat  and  lived 
long  in  peaceful  possession  of  the  water,  they  have  a 
decided  objection  to  be  disturbed.  They  do  not  and 
will  not  understand  the  meaning  of  a  bit  of  white 
paste  hooking  itself  into  their  leathern  jaws,  and 
they  resent  it  vdth  all  their  might ;  they  dash  up  and 
down  or  make  straight  for  the  nearest  bed  of  bul- 
rushes. FaiUng  in  this  they  make  a  sudden  dash 
for  the  punt ;  then  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  keep  the 
hne  tight,  and  if  they  do  get  under  the  punt,  expect- 
ing to  find  safety  and  liberty  there,  they  will  bend 
the  rod  to  its  utmost  elasticity  without  moving— 
the  skill  of  the  angler  is  tested,  and  his  chance  of 
success  reduced  to  a  minimum.  My  respect  for  the 
chub  has  greatly  increased  by  my  recent  experience 
of  him  ;  some  day  I  may  go  so  far  as  to  say,  "  Let 
us  cook  and  eat  him."  Izaak  Walton  gives  full 
instructions  as  to  the  proper  treatment,  and  then  he 
will  "  eat  well."  I  have  never  yet  tasted  chub  ;  he 
is  "  objected  against  not  only  for  being  full  of  small 
forked  bones,  disperst  through  all  his  body,  but  that 
he  eats  waterish,  and  the  flesh  of  him  is  not  firm  but 
short  and  tasteless."  This  description  of  him  by 
the  Master  has  perhaps  been  the  cause  of  my  preju- 
dices. I  am  not  going  to  quote  Walton's  prescrip- 
tion :  you  all  know  it.  One  point  is  that  "  he  must 
be  drest  immediately  after  he  is  taken  "  ;  in  fact,  that 
he  must  be  kept  alive  till  the  pot  is  ready  for  him. 
The  practice,  as  in  Germany,  of  keeping  fish  alive  in 
wells  in  the  markets,  perhaps  for  many  days,  does 
not  seem  to  me  to  be  the  same  thing  as  cooking 
them  fresh  from  their  native  stream,    Our  chub, 


when  caught  in  a  punt,  is  consigned  to  the  water-  i 
tank,  and  so  j^reserved  alive  during  the  day — a  I 
prolongation  of  his  Ufe  which,  if  there  is  any  senti- 
ment in  him,  can  only  be  to  prolong  his  misery. 
But  enough  of  chub  ! 

On  the  North  River  Again. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  2,  did  not  confirm  our  hopes  a 
as  to  the  weather.    On  that  day  we  resumed  our  1 
acquaintance  with  the  North  River,  and  our  expe-  I 
rience,  so  far  as  it  was  controllable  by  ourselves,  f 
was  much  the  same  as  that  which  I  briefly  described 
last  week.    The  same  kind  hospitaUty,  the  same 
river,  and,  curiously  enough,  the  same  number  of 
trout  came  into  our  baskets.    The  experience  which 
neither  we  nor  our  host  could  control  was  that  of  the 
weather,  and  that  was  instructive  if  not  agreeable. 

Whether  trout  will  or  will  not  rise  well  in  thunder 
weather  is  a  problem  not  yet  satisfactorily  solved  ; 
there  are  some  who  insist  that  trout  will  rise  and  feed 
voraciously  when  thunder  is  roaring  in  the  heavens 
and  rain,  with  a  mixture  of  hail,  is  pelting  the  earth 
and  raising  great  bubbles  on  the  water.  Our  keeper  'k 
is  one  who  maintains  tliis  position  because  he  can  * 
call  to  witness  his  eyes  and  his  hearing.  On  the 
other  hand,  to  go  no  farther  than  our  experience  of 
to-day,  we  are  obliged  to  say  that  during  the  whole 
of  it  we  found  the  trout  sluggish  and  motionless. 

We  began  fishing  at  10.30  a.m.  ;  the  atmosphere  ^ 
was  heavy  and  leaden,  with  black  clouds  low  down  I 
on  the  horizon.  Guns  at  Portland  were  being  fired 
constantly,  but  presently  there  was  no  mistaking  the 
low  grumbUng  in  the  distance  which  could  not  be 
taken  for  guns.  Soon  big  drops  began  to  fall,  and 
then  a  small  deluge  through  which  we  fished  and 
fished  for  an  hour  or  two  with  no  success,  and  then 
with  sodden  feet  we  wearily  tramped  back  to  the 
welcome  shelter  of  our  host's  residence.  That  was 
our  first  soaking.  After  lunch  the  sky  cleared  a 
little  and  the  rain  for  a  time  thinned  down  to  a 
Scotch  mist ;  sometimes  even  a  small  patch  of  blue 
appeared  here  and  there  between  the  rolhng  clouds. 
We  saUied  forth  again,  and  by  the  time  we  had 
reached  an  open  part  of  the  river  down  came  the 
rain  in  torrents,  but  we  fished  on  in  spite  of  it  with  ; 
mighty  poor  results  for  a  couple  of  hours,  and  then, 
bedraggled  and  saturated,  we  betook  ourselves  to  tea.  ' 

After  tea  we  once  more  braved  the  elements,  and 
started  through  the  rain  to  the  waterside.    Our  host 
and  his  nephew  had  accompanied  us  all  day,  and 
again  were  with  us,  not  as  anglers,  but  as  "  guides, 
philosophers,  and  friends,"  pointing  out  the  pools 
where  the  big  trout  were,  but  now  evidently  hiding  j 
away  from  the  reverberance  of  the  thunder  and  t 
the  splashing  of  the  rain.    Our  host,  I  may  say,  | 
combines  the  activity  of  youth  with  the  wisdom  of  ' 
old    age ;    he  complains  of   nothing    but  anno 
Domini ;  he  puts  me  to  shame  by  the  activity 
with  which  he  trots  over  the  narrow  planks  which  m 
here  and  there  cross  the  stream,  while  I  have  to  ' 
balance  myself  with  greatest  caution  and  some 
anxiety,  and  certainly  I  cannot  hop  over  the  ditches 
as  he  does  with  a  hghtness  of  touch,  which  I  can 
only  envy  but  can  hardly  imitate — but  then,  I 
anno  Domini  is  my  ailment  too  !  ' 

Thus  probably  my  last  fishing  day  for  this  present  • 
annum  Domini  came  to  an  end  in  thunder,  Ughtning,  J 
and  rain.    We  had  to  catch  our  last  train,  and  so  \ 
drove  off  in  all  our  bedraggled  habiliments.  The 
moon  was  shining  brightly  on  the  great  Poole 
Harbour  as  we  sped  along  its  margin,  and  the  star- 
spangled,  clear  blue  sky  seemed  quite  innocent  of 
the  storm  and  the  rain.    I  do  not  think  that  thunder 
weather  is  good  for  trout-fishing.    It  was  a  memo- 
rable day — in  which  we  had  three  separate  soakings, 
caught  a  few  brace  of  trout,  and  were  very  happy. 
I  had  a  hot  bath,  and  "  so  to  bed,"  as  dear  old 
Pepys  says. 

In  the  New  Forest. 
Thursday,  Sept.  3,  a  gloomy  morning,  did  not 
betoken  a  fine  day  for  our  last  expedition.  I  was 
up  early,  as  fresh  as  ever,  and  like  the  bright  sky  of 
last  night  had  already  forgotten  the  storms  of 
yesterday.  The  New  Forest,  for  which  we  were 
bound,  is  all  new  to  me.  The  gloom  of  the  morning 
for  once  behed  its  promise  of  a  bad  day.  for  it  proved 
to  be  one  of  the  few  ideally  charming  days  this  pre- 
carious season  has  bestowed  upon  us.  We  started, 
fifteen  of  us,  for  Bolderwood,  one  of  the  centres  of 
the  Forest  most  attractive  and  least  accessible. 
Oiir  drive  through  Ringwood  was  about  22  miles 
from  our  starting-point,  and  a  deUghtful  drive  it 
■^^ras — sometimes  through  pine  woods,  sometin  es 
over  heather-clad  downs  commanding  grand  vitws  . 
all  round.    Our  driver  was  not  well  acrjuainted  witU 
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the  \rindings  and  cross-roads  of  the  Forest,  and, 
missing  the  right  turning,  we  were  lost  in  the  woods. 
Through  the  energy  and  activity  of  our  pioneer  we 
soon  found  a  road  which  brought  us  up  to  Bolder- 
wood  Lodge,  which  is  occupied  by  one  of  the  Forest 
keepers.    There  we  put  up  our  horses,  and  the  first 
.  thing  we  did  was  to  sit  ourselves  down  on  the  grass 
under  the  greenwood  trees  and  partake  of  the  good 
things  the  fairies  had  pro'snded  for  us — and  were 
happy.    Then    the    keeper's    very    pretty  little 
daughter  of  seven,  whose  name  is  Gladys,  volun- 
teered to  be  our  guide.    She  tripped  and  danced 
before  us  to  show  us  the  residence  of  the  two  great 
monarchs  of  the  Forest,  two  celebrated  old  oaks, 
well  known  as  the  King  and  Queen.    Ted,  the 
family  photographer,  said  he  was  sick  of  family 
groups,  and  vowed  he  would  take  no  more,  but  he 
was  finally  coaxed  into  arranging  the  lot  of  us  under 
the  shade  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  while  the 
King,  a  few  yards  away,  smiled  upon  us  benignly ; 
some  of  the  boys  had  climbed  up  to  the  venerable 
fork,  and  their  toes  only  ^-ill  appear  in  Ted's  picture, 
if  it  ever  comes  out,  which  is  doubtful,  as  the  group 
was  rather  unruly,  and  the  sun  had  just  hidden 
himself  behind  a  mass  of  dark  clouds.    If  there  are 
any  spots  in  the  New  Forest  more  picturesque  than 
this  which  suriounds  Bolderwood  Lodge  they  must 
be  very  lovely,  for  there  are  the  finest  oaks  and  grand 
old  beeches.    I  came  upon  a  jolly  old  yew  tree  that 
might  have  been  a  fine  young  stripling  when  WiUiam 
Rufus  hunted  there.    It  measured  seven  umbrellas, 
which  I  took  to  be  about  17ft.  girth,  but  I  cannot 
guarantee  it  exactly  as  it  was  but  very  roughly 
measured. 

How  the  young  folks  did  enjoy  themselves,  and 
what  a  job  it  was  to  get  them  together.  We  saw 
none  of  the  deer  which  are  frequently  to  be  seen 
here  about,  but  we  saw  a  sight  which  equally  sur- 
prised and  terrified  the  girls  and  boys.  The  coach- 
man drew  up,  and  not  far  ahead  of  us  we  saw  a 
rabbit,  but  it  was  a  rabbit  with  a  stoat  chnging  to 
his  throat.  The  stoat  quickly  disappeared,  but 
bunny  lay  gasping  and  strugghng  on  the  grass. 
The  girls  bemoaned  his  terrible  fate,  but  the  boys, 
young  rufiians,  were  deUghted  to  have  caught  a 
rabbit  anyhow,  as  catapulting  had  not  proved 
successful.  The  poor  rabbit  was  soon  put  out  of  his 
m  sery,  and  left  on  the  grass,  for  the  stoat  to  return 
to  when  we  are  out  of  sight. 

We  soon  arrived,  after  a  drive  of  some  miles 
through  the  lovely  beech  woods  of  Mark  Ash,  at 
"  The  Cat  and  Fiddle,"  and  whilst  our  young  cor- 
morants are  again  stuffing  themselves  with  buns  and 
bread  and  butter  I  may  enUghten  their  ignorance 
and  my  o-mi  by  telling  them,  in  a  few  words,  what 
the  local  guide-book  tells  about  this  wonderful 
Forest.  It  is  said  to  be  somewhat  in  the  shape  of  a 
headless  butterfly  with  its  wings  spread  out.  It  is 
21  miles  in  length  from  north  to  south,  and  12  miles 
from  east  to  west.  It  is  92,375  acres  in  extent,  of 
which  27,638  acres  are  private  property.  The 
remaining  64,737  acres  are  Crown  lands — rather  more 
than  100  square  miles— the  private  property  being 
just  43  square  miles. 

Three  Men  in  a  Punt. 
Friday,  Sept.  4— our  last  day  !  The  Major  and 
his  two  infant  prodigies  started  off  to  fish  for  grey 
mullet  and  bass  near  the  mouth  of  the  Avon  and 
Stour.  They  landed  on  a  kind  of  desert  neck  of 
land  which  once  upon  a  time  formed  the  sea-shore, 
but  is  now  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  opposite  side 
of  which  is  another  spit  of  land  formed  by  the  silting 
up  of  the  sand,  so  creating  a  new  barrier  to  the  sea 
and  extending  the  river  for  a  considerable  distance 
seaward.  Here  the  tide  and  the  rush  of  the  river 
form  a  powerful  stream,  and  in  the  middle  of  this 
stream  is  a  certain  deep  pool,  in  which  the  mullet 
linger  as  they  pass  up  with  the  tide,  and  here, 
almost  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  our  three  fishermen 
are  anchored,  patiently  casting  their  baits  into  the 
water,  and  waiting  for  a  bite.  The  sport  is  some- 
times fast  and  furious,  if  you  happen  to  hit  the  right 
time.  The  Major  soon  caught  a  fine  mullet,  and 
young  Hercules  hooked  and  punted  a  WTiggUng  eel 
which  frightened  him— for  he  took  it  for  a  young 
python.  Just  as  the  sport  was  beginning,  they 
heard  the  distant  rumbling  of  thunder,  and  as  they 
were  moored  half-a-mile  away  from  any  shelter,  the 
Major  luckily  took  the  hint;  they  landed,  and 
running  with  all  the  speed  they  could  muster  along 
the  desert  shore,  they  reached  the  solitary  little 
Sailors'  Inn  just  in  time  before  the  rain  came  down 
m  torrents,  and  so  ended  the  anghng  expedition  of 
these  "  three  men  in  a  punt.'' 


TEOUT  FISHING  IN  NELSON, 
NEW  ZEALAND. 


Writing  from  such  a  little  known  nook  ai  Nelson 
it  would  perhaps  not  be  considered  out  of  place  to 
state  where  that  pretty  little  town  is  situated.  It 
lies  on  the  northern  coast  of  the  South  Island  of 
New  Zealand,  and  is  aptly  called  the  *'  Garden  of 
New  Zealand."  Every  little  homestead  is  during 
the  spring  and  summer  months  one  bright  mass  of 
glowing  blooms.  Flowers  of  all  sorts,  from  the 
lowly  daisy  to  the  queenly  rose  and  camellia,  bloom 
in  luxuriant  masses  in  every  garden,  and  fruit  trees 
are  during  the  spring  months  laden  with  their 
charming  pink  and  white  blossoms.  Through  the 
centre  of  the  town  meanders  the  "  Silver  Maitai," 
the  trout  in  which  little  river  seldom  attain  a  very 
large  size,  although  they  have  been  caught  up  to 
71b.  in  weight. 

My  brother-in-law,  E.  A.  Sherwood,  and  myself 
had  often  promised  ourselves  a  trip  for  the  opening 
day  (Oct.  1)  up  the  top  reaches  of  the  river,  but 
business  or  other  engagements  had  always  till  this 
year  hindered  us  from  going  together,  but  this 
season  the  Fates  were  kinder,  and  we  were  able  to 
make  arrangements  to  fish  in  company.  Our 
camping  groimd  lay  some  four  miles  from  the 
town,  and  we  were  so  fortunate  at  the  start  as  to 
fall  in  with  a  j\Ir.  Smith,  a  well  respected  settler, 


the  water,  I  managed  to  hook  a  good  2-pounder, 
but  here  my  bad  luck  started,  and  to  my  disgust 
he  tangled  the  line  in  that  same  bough  and  carried 
away  my  tail  fly  and  a  foot  of  good  gut.  Quickly 
knotting  a  new  fly  on.  I  went  on  fishing,  and  when 
1  reached  the  camp  I  only  had  the  two  fish.  I 
fished  on  another  quarter  mile  with  no  luck  at  all, 
till  I  got  to  what  is  known  as  the  "  Broad  P'ord." 
and  there  I  found  the  sun  shining  full  on  the  water. 
I  had  here  about  two  hundred  yards  of  grand 
fishing  water,  nearly  all  good  rippling  stream,  with 
here  and  there  a  deep  but  small  hole  with  the 
water  boiling  in  at  the  head.     Here  for  about 
twenty  minutes  I  had  the  best  fun  I  ever  had. 
Nearly  every  cast  I  rose  a  fish,  and  at  the  end  of 
this  small  run,  on  counting  heads.  I  found  I  had 
twenty  fish  which  would  average  a  good  three- 
quarters  each.     My  companion   meanwhile  had 
grassed  over  thirty  fine  trout,  so  that  by  midday 
we  had  fifty  nice  fish  between  us.    As  we  still  had 
some  considerable  time  to  fish,  we  thought  it  might 
be  possible  to  put  up  a  record  for  the  Maitai ;  so 
we  started  again,  Sherwood  going  further  up.  and 
I  starting  where  he  left  off.    I  only  had  indifferent 
success,  and  so  left  the  river  and  walked  up  to 
where  he  was  fishing.    Just  as  I  arrived  on  the 
scene  he  had  hooked  a  nice  pound  fish.    As  he 
landed  it  he  said,  with  a  smile,  "  This  is  a  record 
for  me,  as  this  is  the  forty-sixth  fish  to-day.  and 
my  best  take  before  this  was  forty-five."  The 


Mr.  E.  a.  Sherwood.  Mr.  J.  E.  HonssBLL. 

Two  New  Zealand  Anglers. 


who  kindly  gave  us  a  lift.    Arriving  there  on  the 
previous  afternoon,  we  settled  comfortably  in  and 
anxiously  waited  for  the  coming  morrow.    A  few 
minutes  after  five  I  woke  up  and  turned  out,  and 
was  greeted   with   a  most  charming  view,  but 
decidedly  cold  atmosphere.     The  hills  all  round 
were  covered  from  the  summits  to  about  half  way 
down  in  a  beautiful  white  mantle  of  snow,  and  the 
camp  itself  and  all  the  ground  about  was  covered 
with  hailstones,  and  as  you  may  readily  guess  the 
air  was    very  keen.     Breakfast   being  quickly 
finished,  we  put  our  rods  together,  and  having 
donned  our  waders  we  started  off  on  our  fishing 
expedition  in  real  earnest.    It  was  arranged  that  I 
should  start  about  half  a  mile  below  the  camp, 
and  my  friend  about  a  mile  above,  I  to  fish 
to  where  he  started  and  then  get  out  of  the  river 
and  walk  up  the  road  till  I  caught  him  up.  As 
soon  as  I  arrived  at  my  starting  point,  I  put  on  a 
red-tipped  Governor  for  the  tail  fly  and  a  yellow 
tip  for  the  dropper.   The  fish  did  not  seem  plentiful, 
nor  did  they  rise  well  at  first,  and  I  think  as  I  was 
in  a  strong  shade  and  the  sun  not  yet  risen  it  was 
too  cold.    However,  at  my  third  cast  I  hooked  a 
nice  |-pounder,  and  after  a  short  tussle  soon  guided 
him  into  my  net.    I  could  see  what  fish  there  were 
were    in    good    condition  and   were   going  to 
be    good  fighting    ones.      A    little   further  on 
I  hooked  and  landed  another  about  the  same 
size.     The  next  place   I   tried,   a  good  ripple 
with  a  dangerous  willow  bough  just  touching 


total  with  mine  was  now  seventy-two,  I  having 
caught  six  since  I  left  the  twenty  behind.  We 
now  fished  on  together  rapid  for  rapid,  and  a  little 
later  I  had  the  pleasure  to  hook  and  catch  the 
best  fish  we  got,  a  little  over  2lb.  in  weight.  My 
companion  at  the  time  happened  to  be  on  the 
track  up  the  hill,   and  was  watching  me  and 
having  a  quiet  pull  at  his  pipe.    I  was  throwing 
my  fly  into  the  eddy  at  the  head  of  the  hole  when 
I  saw  the  rise,  and  almost  immediately  my  fly  was 
seized,  and  instantly  I  struck,  giving  'the  fish  the 
butt.    However,  he  ran  out  a  few  yards  of  line, 
and  then  sulked  at  the  bottom.    My  chum  called 
out  to  me  to  play  carefully  as  the  fish  was  a  good 
2-pounder.  and  after  a  good  steady  strain  I  got 
him  on  the  move,  and  stooping  down  as  low  as  I 
could  and  putting  the  net  under  water  I  care- 
fully guided  him  into  it,  and  so  caught  my  best 
fish  that  day.     We  fished  on  till  three  o'clock 
with  varying  success,  and  on  counting  up  our  bag 
found  we  had  between  us  ninety-six  fish,  which  is 
a  record  take  for  the  JIaitai  for  two  fishermen  in 
one  day's  fishing.     Our  exact  bag  was:   E.  A. 
Sherwood,   fifty-nine  fish,   weight.   41lb.  ;  mine, 
thirty-seven  fish,  weight,  29lb.,  or  a  grand  total 
of  nuiety-six  fish,  weight.  701b.    All  these  fish  were 
taken   on   the   Governor  Fly,  and  were  caught 
practically  ua   the    forenoon.     The  photograph 
herewith  was  taken  the  next  morning,  and  for  an 
amateur  is  considered  a  very  good  one. 
Nelson,  New  Zealand.        "  J.  E.  Hounsell. 
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IN  THE  EIVEE'S  MOUTH— 
FINNOCK  AND  MULLET. 

I  BELIEVE  the  word  "  finnock  "  is  pretty  generally 
knowTiJthroughout  Scotland  ;  but  I  have  not  found 
it  so  in  England,  and  therefore  a  few  words  about 
that  most  estimable  fish  may  not  be  out  of  place 
here.  A  finnock  is  said  to  bear  the  same  relation- 
ship to  a  sea-trout  that  a  grilse  bears  to  a  salmon  ; 
otherwise,  it  is  the  young  sea-trout  returning  to 
fresh  water  after  his  first  descent  to  the  sea  as  a 
smolt,  just  as  a  grilse  is  the  young  salmon  coming 
up  under  similar  conditions.  Finnocks  seem  to  be 
distinctly  gregarious,  for  they  usually  run  in  large 
shoals  on  the  out-turn  of  the  tide,  showing  them- 
selves all  over  a  tidal  pool  as  they  leap  upwards  Hke 
quivering  bands  of  silver — some  say  to  shave  off 
the  sea-hce,  with  which  httle  parasites  they  are  much 
pestered  ;  but,  as  often  as  not,  I  beheve  that  they 
leap  in  pure  gladness  of  heart  at  getting  home  again, 
and  feehng  the  current  rushing  about  them.  They 
may,  indeed,  be  said  to  jump  for  joy,  even  as  we 
mortals  do  when  young.  They  jump  pretty  freely 
when  hooked  ;  but  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  human 
being  would  sit  very  still  either  with  a  hook  and  line 
of  proportionate  dimensions  drawing  him  into  the 
river. 

Finnocks  take  sea-trout  flies  of  many  patterns, 
and  much  more  readily  than  they  do  on  attaining 
the  mature  scales  of  the  sea-trout.  I  have,  how- 
ever, always  had  a  few  favourite  finnock  flies  that  I 
preferred  to  any  others.  One  especially  I  have 
ever  found  very  deadly — claret  body,  mallard  wing, 
with  a  bit  of  peacock's  crest  in  it,  black  hackle,  and 
golden  pheasant  tail.  Tliis  may  be  a  well-known 
fly  with  a  well-known  name,  but  I  am  not  well  versed 
in  fly  nomenclature.  Give  me  a  pattern  of  a  fly, 
and  I  will  produce  a  fair  imitation  thereof  myself. 

My  experience  in  anghng  for  finnock  at  the  river's 
mouth  is  that  one  should  sit  ready  by  the  water's 
side  until  the  moment  when  the  outflow  of  the  tide 
makes  it  suitable  for  fishing,  for  the  shoals  of  finnock 
soon  pass,  and  after  that  one  may  wait  long  before 
picking  up  an  odd  straggler.  I  remember  getting 
a  few  in  the  big  pool  at  the  head  of  the  island  when 
the  tide  flowed  into  it,  but  I  always  got  my  best 
baskets  of  fish  on  the  outflow  of  the  tide.  I  used 
to  fish  for  as  long  as  fish  would  rise  with  the  tide 
coming  in,  and  then  I  would  sit  down  and  smoke  and 
wait  for  it  to  turn.  I  once,  while  fishing  the  best 
pool  of  the  estuary,  killed  twenty  finnocks  within 
ten  yards  of  the  spot  where  I  commenced  fisliing, 
and  the  whole  time  that  I  was  fisliing  the  salmon- 
fishers  were  shooting  out  their  nets  continuously  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  pool.  The  finnock  I  caught 
must  have  passed  through  and  under  the  nets  before 
reaching  me,  but  it  made  no  difference  to  their 
appetites. 

I  wonder  if  there  is  any  lure  that  will  tempt  grey 
mullet  on  to  a  hook.""  I  have  never  found  one  yet. 
During  the  summer  and  early  autumn  large  numbers 
of  these  fish  visit  the  lower  tidal  pools,  and  disport 
themselves  in  the  shallows.  I  have  tried  many 
means  of  capturing  one,  but  have  never  succeeded 
in  obtaining  even  a  single  specimen.  Two  years 
ago,  as  I  walked  by  the  edge  of  a  pool  one  sunny 
morning,  I  disturbed  a  large  shoal  of  mullet  from  a 
weedy  shallow.  I  had  a  gun  with  me.  having  been 
shooting  pigeons  in  the  alder-trees  growing  along 
the  bank,  and  I  thought  now  to  try  a  shot  among 
the  fish,  so  let  drive  two  barrels  at  the  spot  where 
they  appeared  thickest,  but  without  any  visible 
effect.  Lower  down  the  pool  was  another  very 
shallow  spot  bordered  by  weeds.  Here  I  saw  the 
same  boil  in  the  water  as  I  had  seen  the  fish  make 
higher  up.  I  made  a  detour,  crawled  up  to  opposite 
the  shallow,  and  when  about  ten  yards  off  stood  up 
and  made  a  dash  forward  with  my  gun  ready.  There 
was  such  a  splashing  and  commotion  among  the 
mullet  family,  and  into  the  thick  of  it  I  quickly 
fired,  aiming  low  to  allow  for  deflection  by  the  water, 
but  no  dead  fish  were  to  be  seen.  I  cannot  think 
that  I  failed  to  hit  one,  for  they  were  very  numerous, 
and  appeared  close  to  the  surface  in  less  than  a  foot 
of  water,  so  I  presume  that  mullet  are  shot-proof  as 
well  as  water-proof. 

The  head  fisherman  of  the  salmon-netting  station 
opposite  told  me  once  that  he  thought  that  these 

*  Ragworm  is  a  deadly  bait  for  fresh-run  grey 
mullet  ia  the  mouths  of  rivers.  They  can  rarely  be 
caught  wilh  rod  and  line  after  being  long  in  brackish 
water.  Fresh-run  fish  are  delicious ;  they  soon 
deterinrate  in  flavour  in  fresh  water,  and  get  gross 
and  oily.— Ed.  P.O. 


fish  must  be  grilse,  and  took  a  boat  and  net  round 
to  the  back-gut  to  try  a  sweep  for  them.  He  was 
much  disappointed  with  the  result,  for  he  got  only 
grey  mullet,  and  these  even  his  men  decUned  to  eat. 
They  declared  them  to  be  both  oily  and  muddy.  I 
have  never  tasted  one  myself,  so  cannot  corroborate 
this  opinion. 

I  wonder  if  anyone  will  believe  the  following 
incident.  It  sounds  only  fishy — some  say  very 
fishy — but  I  vow  it  is  true  nevertheless.  A  friend 
of  mine,  who  was  staying  with  me,  went  down  one 
day  to  the  river's  mouth  to  fish  for  sea-trout,  and  I 
accompanied  him  \vith  a  gun.  He  hooked  a  good 
trout,  and  after  playing  it  for  some  time  was  just 
about  to  land  it,  when  a  pigeon,  flying  liigh  overhead, 
tempted  me  to  have  a  shot.  I  dropped  it  dead  into 
the  water  almost  on  the  top  of  the  trout.  The 
latter  and  the  pigeon  were  landed  simultaneously  ! 
I  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  had  the  two  stuffed  and 
put  in  a  glass  case,  as  a  help  to  the  sceptical  to 
beUeve  my  tale  ;  but  tales  alter  much  in  the  telUng, 
and  I  would  not  have  a  future  generation  spoil  a 
genuinely  true  sporting  story  by  saying  that  I  had 
killed  the  pigeon  while  it  was  flying  off  with  the 
trout.  The  Baron  Munchausen  is  too  old  a  family 
friend  for  anyone  of  my  name  to  try  and  cap  the 
stories  of  his  sporting  adventures. — (Extracts  from 
art  interesting  article,  "  The  River's  Mouth,"  by  Hugh 
Warrand,  in  "  Blackwood"  for  September.) 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  KAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
*By  H.  C.  Ctttcliffe,  F3.C.S; 


{Continued  from  page  146.) 
CHAPTER  Y II.— continued, 
The  big  stream  has  resolved  itself  into  something 
like  the  simihtude  of  the  httle  rapid  brook,  only 
that  in  the  big  stream  the  kilhng  spots  are  further 
distant  from  one  another.  Now  the  fisherman, 
failing  in  the  still  water  with  the  maggot,  is  driven 
to  the  rapids  ;  in  fishing  these  down  streams,  he 
discovers  that  the  maggot  on  the  fly  makes  such 
a  clumsy  appearance,  and  causes  such  an  eddy  of 
water  on  either  side  of  it  from  the  opposition 
afforded  to  the  current,  that  he  is  obhged  to  throw 
either  directly  up  stream,  or  at  least  with  a  con- 
siderable obhquity  in  that  direction.  Here  then 
he  makes  an  approach  to  the  style  I  recommend 
for  small  stream  fishing  in  bright  water.  He 
meets  with  success  when  thus  fishing  with  the 
maggot,  and  attributes  the  cause  simply  to  the 
maggot,  because  the  maggot  is  the  only  difference 
he  has  made  in  his  bait ;  true,  but  had  he  not  put 
on  a  maggot,  in  what  manner  would  he  have 
fished  these  rapids  in  the  bright  summer  ,  months  ? 
Why,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  would  have  fished 
the  pools  in  spring,  down  stream,  with  long  fine, 
and  a  long  collar  floating  about  over  the  surface 
of  the  water.  Now,  however,  he  is  fishing  up 
stream  with  a  short  fine  ;  and  this  is  the  main 
source  of  his  success.  It  may  please  his  imagina- 
tion to  refer  it  to  the  maggot,  and  so  give  him 
greater  confidence  in  its  usage  ;  but  unconsciously 
to  himself  he  has  altered  entirely  his  system,  and 
now  is  working  with  a  conspicuous  object,  thrown 
immediately  over  the  trout,  rendered  lively  by  the 
force  of  water  and  the  direction  of  his  cast,  which 
stimulates  the  trout  to  rush  at  it.  He  is  thus 
acting  on  the  principle  of  excitement  to  the  fish, 
and  no  longer  on  that  of  pure  deception,  which  he 
properly  rehed  on  for  spring  fishing.  The  whole 
or  main  cause  of  his  success,  I  say,  is  in  the  altered 
style  of  his  fishing,  and  not  in  the  alteration  simply 
of  his  bait.  Now,  it  instead  of  the  artificial  with 
a  maggot  attached  any  bright-coloured  fly  be 
used,  which  will  be  equally  conspicuous  or  more 
so,  and  provided  this  fancy  fly  be  worked  in  a 
hvely  manner,  as  it  should  be  on  a  small  stream, 
it  would  fully  equal  any  fly  with  the  maggot  as 
regards  its  kilhng  power.  I  state  this  from  no 
fanciful  hypothesis.  I  have  practically  proved  it 
on  large  streams,  both  by  comparison,  when 
both  agents  were  used  by  myself,  and  also  by 
trying  the  powers  of  the  gaudy  fancy  fly  in  my 
way  of  using  it,  against  many  a  skilful  and  expe- 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams;  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  Ss.  6d.,  post  free. 


rienced  fisherman  of  the  larger  streams,  with  a 
maggot.  This  is  practically  true,  then,  that  in 
these  rapids,  on  large  as  on  small  streams,  in 
bright  water,  the  fancy  and  conspicuous  fly  will 
equal  the  imitative  fly  with  a  maggot  attached  ; 
but  we  must  not  forget  that  big  streams,  when  the 
water  begins  to  fail,  are  not  divided  only  into  rapids 
and  still  water,  there  is  much  intermediate  water 
where  fish  lie  to  feed — neither  still  nor  can  it  be 
said  to  be  rapid.  It  is  too  shallow  and  too  bright 
for  the  artificial  fly  used  however  skilfully  as  an 
imitation  of  the  natural  fly  at  any  particular  time 
the  trout  may  be  taking  ;  it  is  not  rapid  enough 
for  the  fancy  fly,  which  in  such  a  place  would  be 
so  long  exposed  that  it  would  scare  the  fish  ;  but 
it  may  do  very  well  for  the  maggot.  Here,  then, 
is  the  advantage  it  has  ;  and  in  many  a  httle 
shallow,  scarce  ripphng  spot,  with  perhaps  shingly 
or  sandy  bottom  and  overhung  by  bushes,  you 
may  get  your  maggot  well  under  the  bush,  and 
take  a  good  trout  from  an  apparently  very  insig 
nificant-looking  little  spot.  In  such  places  it 
seems  that  the  maggot  itself  is  the  attraction,  but 
certainly  a  large  fly  and  gaudy  hackle  increase  its 
killing  powers — and  the  small  imitation  fly  with 
a  maggot  is  inferior  in  every  way  to  the  maggot 
attached  to  the  large  bright  gaudy-hackled  fancy 

fly- 

From  what  I  have  said,  maggot-fishing  resolves 
itself  into  one  style  only,  the  type  of  which  is  the 
way  the  gaudy  fly  must  be  used  on  a  small  rapid 
stream,  and  a  few  words  will  describe  the  principal 
points  requiring  attention.  As  to  the  maggots 
themselves,  the  larger  they  are  the  better  ;  they 
should  be  bred  in  Uver,  and  allowed  to  remain  some 
days  in  bran,  from  which  they  should  daily  be 
taken  and  transferred  to  a  clean  quantity  of  the 
same.  If  the  weather  be  very  hot,  it  is  well  to  put  a 
layer  of  moist  sand  at  the  bottom  of  the  bran — this 
keeps  the  whole  cool,  and  prevents  the  maggot 
turning  so  soon  to  the  chrysaUs  form,  as  it  other- 
wise would  do.  The  bran  makes  the  maggots 
clean  and  tough,  and  improves  their  colour.  With 
a  maggot,  two  flies  can  only  be  used  to  advantage 
on  any  stream  whatever  ;  some  have  urged  that 
one  is  enough  on  brooks — two,  in  my  opinion,  are 
better.  The  bob  fly  picks  up  a  stray  fish  here  and 
there,  though  I  do  not  consider  this  of  much  im- 
portance, as  it  is  to  the  stretcher  fly  we  must  look 
for  our  success.  The  real  use  of  the  bob  fly  is  to 
steady  the  stretcher  in  the  water ;  it  aids  the 
fisherman  to  work  the  stretcher  fiy,  which,  if  used 
alone,  will  be  found  so  hght  and  unmanageable  in 
the  water  that  however  carefully  you  may  make 
your  casts,  it  will  continually  be  washed  away  from 
the  exact  spot  where  the  fish  should  take  it,  and  be 
carried  away  by  the  current  in  such  a  manner  that 
no  trout  can  capture  it ;  the  bob  fly  prevents  this 
by  receiving  the  force  of  the  current  against  the 
pulhng  of  your  rod,  and  allowing  a  shght  but 
highly  advantageous  delay  to  the  stretcher,  just 
so  as  to  make  it  take  a  gentle  sweep  or  curve  from 
the  side  of  the  rapid,  in  the  radius  of  the  gut 
between  it  and  the  bob,  which  formed  as  it  were 
a  turm'ng-point  for  it  to  work  on.  The  value  of 
these  little  trifles  is  better  felt  at  the  water's 
edge  than  conceived  in  reading  about  fishing  in 
your  house  ;  it  is  the  attention  to  every  httle 
point  relating  to  fishing  which  makes  excellence 
in  the  art. 

The  collar  may  be  made  of  six  hnks  of  gut  for  a 
large,  and  four  for  a  small  stream.  The  distance 
between  the  stretcher  and  bob  fly  never  more  than 
three  hnks — for  a  small  stream,  two — and  a  brook, 
one.  The  gut  must  be  very  strong.  Of  the  flies 
themselves,  whatever  our  choice  may  be,  it  should 
be  guided  with  these  views — that  the  stretcher  is 
to  be  the  fly  we  depend  on  for  taking  the  fish,  ard 
as  an  auxiliary  to  it  must  the  bob  fly  be  regarded. 
The  stretcher  I  have  employed  with  most  success 
is  tied  on  a  No.  7  Adhngton  ;  body  of  hare's  flax, 
that  has  been  shaved  off,  and  has  a  good  red  tinge 
in  it,  ribbed  with  gold  twist :  the  fly  should  be 
made  short,  but  bushy  and  thick  ;  the  shortness  of 
the  body  allows  plenty  of  room  on  the  hook  for  the 
maggot,  and  will  be  found  a  considerable  advan- 
tage. The  hackle  should  either  match  precisely 
the  colour  of  the  hare's  flax,  or  it  may  be  a  rusty 
red  hackle.  Another  good  fly  is  made  with  pea- 
cock's feather  for  body,  or  red  cow's  hair,  in 
either  case  ribbed  with  gold  twist,  short  in  the 
body,  and  with  a  black-red  hackle,  of  wliich  there 
should  be  abundance  on  the  hook.  The  peacock's 
feather  I  Seldom  use,  because  it  so  soon  wears  out, 
but  it  is  an  attractive  fly.    The  fly  I  chiefly  em- 
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ploy  is  the  hare's  flax.  For  the  bob  fly  any 
medium-sized  fly  may  be  used — something  either 
of  the  blues  or  browns,  as  the  fisherman  may 
fancy.  No  more  need  be  said  about  the  rod  than 
that  we  can  use  our  ordinary  fly  rod  suitable  to 
the  size  and  description  of  stream.  The  particular 
method  of  using  the  maggot  to  its  greatest  advan- 
tage differs  in  no  great  degree  from  the  method 
I  recommend  for  the  artificial  fly  in  bright  weather 
on  rapid  small  streams  ;  and  should  we  be  induced 
to  use  it  on  the  large  streams,  we  must  still  keep 
in  our  mind  the  characters  of  small  rapid  streams 
and  pick  out  the  suitable  places  resembhng  those 
on  the  smaller  streams,  calling  on  each  particular 
fish,  and  not  wasting  our  time  in  indiscriminate 
attempts.  From  what  is  said,  it  will  be  evident 
that  although  we  may  at  times  on  large  streams 
kill  larger  fish  and  more  in  number  than  we  could 
with  the  artificial  fly  alone,  yet,  nevertheless,  the 
smaller  and  more  rapid  streams  are  those,  far  ex- 
cellence, which  we  should  select  for  the  maggot  to 
do  the  greatest  execution  in  low  and  bright  water. 

To  put  the  maggot  on  the  hook,  hold  it  be- 
tween the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  your  left  hand, 
with  its  obtuse  end  uppermost ;  take  the  stretcher 
fly  between  your  right  forefinger  and  thumb,  enter 
its  point  in  the  centre  of  the  obtuse  end  of  the 
maggot,  pass  it  down  through  its  entire  body,  and 
bring  it  out  at  the  extreme  end  or  point  forming 
the  apex  of  which  the  obtuse  end  is  the  base  of 
the  cone  which  the  maggot's  figure  naturally 
rej)resents. 

{To  he  continued.) 


AMEEICAN  NOTES. 
By  Theodore  Gordon. 

I  UNDERSTAND  that  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  frequently 
uses  a  whole  cane  rod  of  light  weight  for  dry-fiy 
work,  and  that  the  tops  are  made  of  greenheart. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  cane  of  the  correct  size  and 
taper  can  be  got  for  the  butt  and  middle  joint,  then 
the  addition  of  split  bamboo  tips  would  make  an 
almost  perfect  rod  with  good  action  and  very  hght 
and  handy.*  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  ever  seen 
whole  cane  of  this  kind.  It  must  be  a  different 
variety  from  anything  we  get  here,  to  supply  pieces 
perfect  enough  and  without  too  much  taper. 

A  friend  of  mine  made  a  spUt-cane  tip  for  a  wood 
butt  and  middle  that  I  gave  him,  and  produced  a 
delightful  rod  to  fish  with,  hght  yet  powerful. 

Many  good  anglers  hesitate  before  investing  from 
$15  to  $35  in  a  split-cane  of  the  first  class,  yet  are  not 
satisfied  with  a  wooden  rod.  I  beheve  that  they  will 
find  split  bamboo  tips  with  whole  cane  lower  joints 
entirely  satisfactory,  or  if  the  latter  cannot  be  had, 
try  the  effect  of  a  good  bamboo  top  on  a  greenheart 
or  other  wood  rod.  In  this  country  these  tips  (or 
tops)  can  be  had  in  the  rough  at  from  one  dollar 
twenty-five  cents  each  up,  and  it  would  not  require 
a  great  deal  of  skiU  to  finish  them,  varnish,  wrap 
and  ring.  The  ferrules  could  be  purchased  for  a 
trifle. 

Has  anyone  ever  tried  dry-fly  fishing  for  salmon  ? 
Laugh,  if  you  please.  It  is  not  impossible,  and  just 
imagine  how  wildly  exciting  it  would  be  to  have 
the  king  of  fish  take  a  floating  fly !  I  believe 
there  are  recorded  instances  of  a  new  Jock  Scott 
.having  been  taken  before  it  sank,  but  I  can  only  give 
one  instance  of  a  salmon  rising  at  a  dry  fly  from 
knowledge.  Before  I  had  enough  materials  to  tie 
any  of  the  standard  patterns,  I  made  a  few  flies 
for  a  friend  who  was  going  to  Canada  and  who  hoped 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  wet  a  fine.  One  of  these 
queer  flies  was  something  like  the  ordinary  Coach- 
man. It  was  tied  on  a  No.  2  loop-eyed  Pennell, 
with  two  white  duck  feathers  for  -wings.  These 
were  perfectly  upright  on  the  hook  and  stiff  as 
pokers.  Tail,  a  small  crest,  with  a  few  turns  of 
yellow  silk  and  a  fat  body  of  herl.  Underneath  the 
ivings  I  wound,  dry  fly  fashion,  a  long  brown 
saddle  hackle. 

Late  in  the  season  my  friend  was  given  three 


*  It  is  quite  true,  as  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon  says, 
that  I  often  use  one  of  Messrs.  Foster's  light  steel- 
ribbed  whole-cane  rods  with  greenheart  tops.  I 
have  often  thought  of  trying  a  split-cans  top  joint, 
but  have  found  the  greenheart  so  satisfactory  that 
I  have  had  no  need  to  do  so,  and  of  course  the  split- 
can©  top  might  not  suit  the  rod  so  well.  The  great 
difficulty  with  whole  cane  seems  to  be  to  get  a  rod 
in  it  exactly  matched  in  action  if  you  want  others 
like  it.— R.  B.  M.  ^ 


days  on  the  Restigouche,  and  lost  no  time  in  getting 
to  the  water,  which  was  some  distance  up  the  river. 
He  knew  nothing  of  fly  fishing,  and  worked  hard 
until  late  in  the  afternoon  without  a  rise.  Then 
his  guide,  as  a  forlorn  hope,  I  presume,  noosed  my 
Coachman  on  to  the  cast  and  bid  him  try  again. 
A  short  throw  was  made  from  the  canoe,  and.  to 
use  the  angler's  own  words,  "  that  fly  sat  on  the 
water  Uke  a  boat,"  cocking  its  sail-Uke  wings 
vigorously. 

This  was  too  much  for  one  14Jlb.  salmon,  which 
rose  and  tried  to  take  the  fly  as  it  floated  gently 
down  stream.  The  stiff  wings  and  bushy  hackle 
were  against  the  fish,  and  it  was  only  at  the  third 
effort  that  the  fly  was  actually  absorbed.  These 
prehminaries  were  very  trying  to  a  novice  in  fly 
fishing,  consequently  he  struck  too  hard  and  broke 
his  rod,  which  was  borrowed.  Fortunately  the  hold 
was  good,  and  after  a  struggle  lasting  two  hours 
and  a  half,  the  salmon  came  to  gaff,  creating  for 
the  time  being  a  very  happy  man. 

This  was  certainly  a  clear  case.  The  cast  was 
made  so  that  there  was  slack  line,  the  current  was 
gentle,  and  the  fly  was  allowed  to  float  because  it 
interested  the  fisherman  to  see  it.  If  that  salmon 
did  not  take  that  fly  for  a  large  moth  or  insect  of 
some  kind  I  am  greatly  mistaken.  Given  the 
opportunity,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  try  the  salmon 
with  a  big  dry  fly,  particularly  if  I  saw  one  rise. 

The  weather  gods  have  been  in  a  pecuhar  mood 
this  spring,  and  while  we  in  the  east  are  praying  for 
rain,  the  people  a  few  hundred  miles  to  the  westward 
are  being  overwhelmed  by  floods.  In  this  part  of 
the  country  only  one-fifth  of  an  inch  of  moisture 
was  precipitated  the  whole  month  of  May.  The 
fine  weather  early  in  the  season  was  very  favourable 
to  anglers,  and  from  the  streams  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  to  the  lakes  far  up  in  Maine 
came  reports  of,  in  many  locaUties,  the  best  fishing 
for  years.  Many  large  trout  have  been  taken,  and 
I  should  say  that  the  average  nearly  everywhere 
was  unusually  good.  The  long  continued  drought 
has,  however,  put  an  end  to  this  delightful  state  of 
affairs,  and  now  we  hear  complaints  of  dwindhng 
streams,  bright  water,  and  very  shy  fish.  As  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  rather  enjoy  trout  fishing  under 
these  conditions,  if  the  water  only  remains  cold. 
The  fish  are  very  smart,  of  course,  but  one  knows 
where  they  are,  and  with  fine  tackle  and  small  fhes 
sport  is  quite  possible.  The  down-stream  enthusiast 
is  nowhere  under  these  conditions  of  weather  and 
water. 

The  longed-for  rain  began  to  descend  a  week  ago, 
and  has  favoured  us  quite  constantly  ever  since. 
The  parched  lawns  are  reviving,  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  hay  crop  may  not  be  a  total  failure  after 
aU.  June  is  a  delightful  month  with  us,  and  there 
are  stiU  several  weeks  before  the  hot  wave  which 
usually  makes  itself  felt  early  in  July.  Many 
anglers  have  already  taken  advantage  of  the  change 
in  the  weather,  but  I  fear  that  the  streams  will 
be  found  in  flood  by  the  unfortunates  who  did 
not  get  away  until  the  week-end.  Of  course,  the 
tributary  brooks  can  be  fished  with  bait,  but  worm 
fishing  is  not  what  we  want.  I  confess  that  I  am 
opposed  even  to  up-stream  clear  water  worming. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  addition  of  clear  water 
to  worm  is  sufficient  to  glorify  the  garden  hackle 
and  elevate  it  to  a  place  above  the  artificial  fly  in 
the  estimation  of  many  fishermen  on  your  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  It  is  worming  just  the  same,  and  no 
one  can  deny  that  it  is  death  to  small  trout.  There 
are  so  many  fish  that  do  not  rise  to  the  fly,  and  for 
which  bait  is  legitimate,  that  the  trout  might  easily 
be  spared.  Small  mountain  streams  can  be  prac- 
tically depopulated  by  bait  fishing,  never  by  fly 
alone.  Our  eastern  brook  trout  (FontinaJis)  has  a 
weakness  for  worm  when  small,  and  Fario  probably 
the  same.  I  do  not  think  that  the  rainbow  trout 
cares  much  about  worm,  preferring  flies  and  min- 
nows. It  seldom  indulges  in  cannibalism  as  far  as 
I  can  learn,  being  in  this  respect  quite  different  from 
the  other  trout  mentioned.  I  am  afraid  that  some 
of  our  Enghsh  friends  rather  enjoy  calling  the 
eastern  trout  a  char,  and  we  think  it  was  put  in  a 
sub  genus  and  charred  on  very  shght  grounds  indeed. 
If  habits  and  habitat  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
matter,  this  trout  has  Httle  or  nothing  in  common 
with  the  European  char.  Where  the  brown  trout 
has  been  introduced,  you  -ndll  find  it  in  the  same 
water,  taking  the  same  food,  and  hving  the  same 
hfe  with  the  native  trout.  When  one  has  a  rise 
one  cannot  tell  which  trout  he  has  hooked  until  it 
is  landed,  and  in  a  double  catch  both  fish  may  be 
represented.    The  real  char  is  a  deep-water  fish 


found  only  in  a  few  lakes  and  visiting  the  shallows 
for  a  short  time  for  the  purpose  of  spawning.  The 
worst  part  of  the  comparison,  however,  is  that  it  ia 
not  a  very  game  fish  and  puts  up  a  poor  fight.  This 
is  what  I  have  gathered  in  rcading^up  on  the  char. 
I  must  beg  indulgence  from  anyone  who  reads  these 
notes,  as  they  are  jotted  down  at  odd  times  and  bit 
by  bit. 

We  can  never  repay  the  debt  wo  owe  to  Mr. 
Frederic  M.  Halford,  but  I  often  wish  that  he  would 
add  to  the  burden  by  descending  into  personalities 
and  giving  more  of  his  experiences  in  dry  fly  fishing. 
There  are  so  many  of  us  who  only  get  a  few  days  on 
the  water  during  the  season,  and  must  enjoy  most 
of  our  sport  by  proxy.  For  many  years  I  had  at 
least  two  months  with  the  trout,  but  this  season 
my  opportunities  have  been  few  and  far  between. 
The  evening  after  the  arrival  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
is  marked  with  a  white  stone,  and  I  feci  supremely 
grateful  to  those  who  write  of  their  sport,  particu- 
larly when  the  scene  of  action  is  pictured  and  one 
gets  a  ghmpse  of  some  skilful  work  -with  dry  fly. 
There  is  really  so  much  to  be  told  if  the  narrator  is 
a  good  observer.  By  the  way,  what  a  shock  it  was 
to  learn  that  the  Alder  Fly  is  never  on  the  water  ! 
What  would  Charles  Kingsley  have  said  to  anyone 
who  told  him  that  his  Black  or  Brown  Alder  (I 
forget  what  he  called  it)  never  gave  the  trout  a 
chance  to  gobble  it.  For  years  I  thought  it  great 
medicine,  when  tied  on  a  small  hook,  and  it  is  only 
about  ten  years  since  it  was  displaced  in  my  affec- 
tions by  certain  dove-coloured  insects.  It  is  really 
dreadful  to  discover  how  httle  one  knows,  and  the 
worst  of  it  is  that  the  older  we  get  the  more  we 
reaUse  how  horribly  ignorant  we  are.  It  is  so 
pleasant  to  feel  wise  that  after  all  is  said  it  would 
certainly  be  better  to  die  young. 

The  more  I  study  the  imitation  of  the  natural  fly 
and  the  various  books  on  the  subject  (or  which  treat 
of  it),  the  surer  I  am  that  trout  have  a  wonderful 
eye  for  colour  but  a  very  indifferent  notion  of  form. 
There  is  any  quantity  of  evidence;  but  take  your 
May  Fly  alone  and  note  the  curious  buzzards  that 
are  mistaken  for  the  natural,  particularly  those 
hackle  patterns  that  are  deadly  because  so  nearly 
right  in  colour.  No  round-eyed  creatures  have  a 
good  idea  of  form.  Motion  they  are  quick  in 
detecting,  and  probably  shades  of  colour,  but  not 
form.  A  deer  will  not  notice  you  if  you  stand 
stock  still  and  play  stump  (of  course,  before  he  sees 
you).  The  shghtest  motion  will  send  him  off  at  the 
top  of  his  speed-  All  round-eyed  am"mals  are 
deficient  in  form.  It  is  only  the  almond  or  long 
narrow  eye  that  recognises  detail.  Shadows  alarm 
trout  greatly.  Your  shadow  is  more  alarming  than 
your  bodily  presence.  But  colour  is  another  story 
altogether.  How  often  have  all  anglers  of  experi- 
ence had  to  acknowledge  that  the  most  trifling  dif- 
ference in  colour  made  all  the  difference  between 
a  bad  creel  and  a  good  one.  Trout  are  wonderful 
animals,  and  their  apparent  vagaries  might  very 
well  puzzle  a  Halford  or  a  Marryat.  Occasionally 
our  faith  in  the  art  and  science  of  fly  fishing  is 
shaken,  and  we  know  not  what  to  do.  In  the  early 
spring  sometimes  it  is  quite  useless  to  fish  up-stream 
or  to  use  the  dry  fly.  We  must  resort  to  salmon 
fishing  tactics,  cast  across  and  down,  and  hang  the 
fly  over  the  hes  of  the  fish.  Sometimes  they  take 
under  water  again  ;  the  only  way  to  get  fish  is  to 
play  a  drop  fly  on  the  surface.  This  is  one  reason 
why  I  usually  enjoy  the  later  fishing  more  than  tie 
early  days,  when  the  biggest  baskets  are  often  made. 
The  trout  are  well  on  the  natural,  they  are  in  fine 
condition,  and  appreciate  all  the  art  and  care  we 
can  devote  to  them.  One  feels  prouder  of  himself — 
you  know  the  feeling. 

Before  wood  rods  were  displaced  by  the  split 
bamboo,  lancewood  was  a  favourite  material  in  this 
country  ;  greenheart  could  be  had  if  ordered,  but 
lancewood  alone  or  in  combination  with  ash  or 
other  hard  wood  always  had  the  preference,  and  I 
have  seen  some  of  these  wooden  rods  that  were 
really  excellent.  About  fifteen  years  ago  I  bought 
a  httle  all  lancewood  rod  for  a  young  relation  of 
mine.  It  was  nine  feet  long  and  weighed  4^oz..  but 
in  spite  of  its  hght  weight  it  became  the  favourite 
rod  with  the  older  members  of  the  household.  It 
was  used  for  many  purposes,  even  for  bait  fishing, 
and  landed  several  bass  over  4Ib.  in  weight.  There 
were  several  fine  rods  owned  by  members  of  the 
family,  yet  this  little  rod  was  invariably  preferred. 

Why  was  this  ?  For  the  simple  reason  that 
among  a  number  of  rods  the  lightest,  if  of  good 
quaUty,  will  alw-ays  come  to  the  front  and  remain 
there,    Go  fishing  where  you  please,  to  the  wilds  of 
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Maine  or  Canada,  for  instance,  where  the  trout  run 
large.  Take  heavy  and  Ught  rods  with  you,  and 
in  a  few  days  the  weighty  weapons  of,  say,  8oz.  to 
lOoz.  will  remain  in  their  cases,  and  the  little  rod  of 
5oz.  or  6oz.  will  do  all  the  work.-  I  have  seen  this 
again  and  again,  and  many  other  men  have  noted 
the  same  results. 


"KISING  SHOKT." 


As  seasons  come  and  go  we  are  apt  to  mark 
them  by  special  attention  to,  if  not  study  of,  some 
particular  question,  and  probe  some  subtle  phrase 
of  our  delightful  art.  Till  latterly  I  was  never 
quite  convinced  what  "rising  short"  meant.  I 
thought  with  the  great  majority  that  when  we  feel 
that  decided  touch  and  pull  it  meant  that  the  wary 
trout  intended  only  to  nibble  at  or  squeeze  the  tail 
end  of  the  fly,  perhaps  from  the  love  of  inquisitive- 
ness,  or  from  a  quick  perception  that  it  was  not  the 
delicate  morsel  its  fastidious  appetite  demanded.- 

But  my  opinion  has  changed.  Careful  observation 
copvinces  me  that  they  take  the  whole  of  the  fly 
well  into  their  mouths,  snap  their  jaws  savagely 
upon  it,  and  then  rapidly  spit  it  out,  not  because 
they  do  not  reUsh  the  taste,  but  from  a  pre- 
determination to  do  so.  That  admitted,  the 
question  comes.  Why  this  settled  intention  before- 
hand not  to  munch  and  swallow  ?  Can  it  be 
anything  but  surfeit,  combined  with  exuberance  of 
spirits  taking  the  form  of  destruction — in  a  word, 
sport. 

I  used  to  puzzle  greatly  that  a  fish  should  be 
able  to  make  a  rush  instantaneously  of  several 
feet  and  measure  a  distance  so  nicely  as  only 
to  snap  upon  the  artificial  fly  below  the  barb — 
that  is,  rising  one- eighth  of  an  inch  short 
of  capture  by  its  own  careful  calculation. 
I  no  longer  believe  anything  of  the  kind.  If  any- 
one wishes  to  convince  himself  let  him  prepare  some 
place  of  concealment  over  a  fish  in  the  habit  of 
rising  quietly,  under  some  bank,  on  a  day  when  he 
misses  fish  after  fish  in  the  open  stream.  Let  him 
worry  that  trout  by  dapping  over  him  the  same  fly 
he  finds  the  others  refusing ;  let  him  be  very  wide 
awake  indeed,  and  keep  up  the  strain  of  keen 
watching  for  the  snap  of  a  pair  of  vengeful  jaws — 
and  it  is  a  strain ;  presently  he  will  provoke  the 
rise  and  see  the  big  mouth  entirely  enclose  the  tiny 
fly  and  the  mouth  instantly  open  wide,  to  blow  it 
out.  Why  this  wide  opening  of  the  mouth  and 
blow  if  only  a  nibble  was  intended  ?  It  may  be 
contended  that  the  end  only  of  a  fly's  wings  are 
often  mangled.  That  proves  nothing.  It  is  pro- 
bably miscalculation,  just  as  a  rising  and  feeding 
fish  sometimes  misses  his  quarry  altogether,  his 
aim  often  being  better — and  his  luck  sometimes 
worse — on  the  second  rise. 

The  desperate  character  of  the  rises,  too,  must 
indicate  that  the  fish  means  a  snap,  not  a  nibble.  I 
take  it  that  the  marvellous  rapidity  with  which  a 
trout's  jaws  can  close  on  and  suddenly  release  the 
fly  deceives  the  startled  angler,  who  realises  nothing 
till  it  is  all  over,  and  at  the  instant  it  is  most 
difficult  with  our  slow  senses  to  believe  that  the 
fish  has  fancifully — in  the  case  of  the  artificial — 
committed  his  supposed  murder,  and  is  reflecting 
on  the  outrageous  sting,  perhaps,  of  the  abnormal 
insect  before  the  fisherman  recovers  his  normal 
balance,  for  the  lightning-like  movement  is  one  we 
cannot  accustom  ourselves  to  take  with  undisturbed 
serenity.  Except  when  they  are  really  feeding, 
and  not  killing  for  sport,  hooking  means  to  strike 
almost  simultaneously  with  the  snap.  Admitting 
then  that  our  nerves  are  not  a  quarter  so  quick  to 
respond  as  a  trout's,  it  is  no  wonder  he  has  plenty 
of  time  to  profit  by  our  delay  in  striking.  Before 
oiu'  brain  realises  the  "puU"-  he  has  disengaged 
himself.  J.  Beeryman. 


Hotel  with  Fishing  and  Shooting  Wanted; 
— One  or  two  correspondents  have  asked  me 
recently  if  I  know  of  any  small  hotel  or  angler's 
inn  with  good  fishing,  and  if  possible  also  shooting 
(wild-fowl,  etc.),  to  be  let.  I  do  not,  but  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  a  line  from  anyone  who  does. — 
R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London; 

P.S. — I  am  afraid  I  did  not  make  it  clear  that 
my  correspondents  want  to  rent  the  hotel  as  well 
as  the  fishing  and  shooting — that  is,  to  take  it 
as  a  matter  of  business.  I  am  much  obUged  for 
information  sent  about  fishing  and  shooting, — 
R.  B.  M, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebai  Remarks. — The  river  has 
greatly  improvpd  since  last  week,  when  owing  to 
the  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  the  Friday  all  chances  of 
getting  good  sport  for  a  few  days  were  spoilt.  I 
was  at  Teddington  Weir  on  Sept.  6,  and  found  the 
river  high,  though  it  was  low  tide,  and  that  no 
anglers  had  been  able  to  get  any  sport  owing  to  the 
coloured  water.  On  Monday  there  was  very  little 
improvement,  and  the  only  sport  I  have  heard  of 
has  been  in  the  upper  reaches  which  were  not  much 
affected  by  the  downpour.  Roach  fishing  should 
be  good  during  the  coming  week  in  most  parts  of 
the  river,  as  the  heavy  water  has  been  rapidly  run 
off. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Teddiugfton  Weir). — Water  in  good  con- 
dition. Plenty  of  roach  and  a  few  good  bream 
have  been  taken.  Mr.  North,  at  the  weir  last  week, 
got  in  one  day  sis  jack,  and  perch  of  over  21b. — 
W.  McBeide. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  are  still  very  high, 
and  likely  to  remain  so  to  the  end  of  |the  season. 
Sport  has  been  by  no  means  bad  on  the  Camel,  and 
peal  have  taken  to  a  fly  very  favourably.  Mr. 
Oliver  got  ten  good  peal  on  Monday,  and  Dr.  Davis 
and  Mr.  Bobbins  have  both  done  well,  the  former 
losing  a  salmon  after  it  was  well  hooked.  Trout 
fishing  has  improved.  The  Fowey  is  showing  very 
little  sport,  although  more  than  one  salmon  have 
been  seen.  Trout  streams  are^  practically  deserted. 
— BoDsnN. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — The  water  still 
keeps  up  very  high  on  account  of  the  continued 
rain.  There  has  been  tin  interval  of  fine  weather 
now  and  again,  but  catches  have  generally  been 
small.  One  or  two  good  takes  have  been  made  in 
the  higher  waters.  Mr.  Jackson  landed  a  9|lb. 
salmon  in  that  water,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  ToUit  and 
Mr.  Edmunds  creeled  six  truff,  averaging  2 Jib., 
besides  other  trout.  On  Friday  (Sept.  4)  Mr. 
Ackrell  killed  four  peal  in  the  lower  waters,  the  fish 
being  in  good  condition.  Mr.  E.  Distin  also  had  a 
fine  fish.  On  Monday  night  (Sept.  7)  Mr.  W.  Tucker 
landed  a  good  peal  weighing  21b.,  and  Mr.  Ackrell 
and  Mr.  E.  Distin  also  had  one  apiece.  Very  few 
rods  are  out  on  the  lower  waters,  but  I  hear  that 
there  are  about  a  score  of  anglers  on  the  moorland 
streams  where  sport  seems  to  be  fair.  Since  the 
nets  have  been  stopped  there  has  been  a  greater 
run  of  fish  to  the  higher  waters. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Itlalton,  York). — Some  nice  baskets 
of  grayling  were  taken  last  week,  and  good  takes  of 
roach — chiefly  on  maggot — on  the  Kirkham  Abbey 
waters.  At  time  of  writing  (Sept.  7)  the  river  is  in 
flood,  and  will  probably  take  four  or  five  days  to 
clear. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Exe,  Greedy,  and 
Yeo  have  been  flooded  owing  to  the  heavy  rain, 
and  the  water  has  been  discoloured.  Catches  have 
generally  been  small. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — ^The  recent  spates  have  not 
materially  altered  the  condition  of  this  river,  and 
only  moderate  sport  is  being  secured  by  anglers 
operating  on  the  higher  waters.  A  satisfactory 
number  of  fish  are  reported  to  have  ascended  the 
weir  at  Ruswarp,  and  should  the  conditions 
improve  there  are  anticipations  of  sport  later.  Sea 
anglers  have  been  somewhat  retarded  in  their 
operations  in  the  offing  in  consequence  of  a  rough 
sea,  but  from  the  piers  some  nice  takes  of  billett 
and  flat  fish  have  been  secured. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  chaQgea.ble 
weather  has  not  been  conducive  to  heavy  creels  and 
tight  lines,  but  early  mornings  and  evenings  some 
trout  have  been  caught  with  usual  lures.  Both  in 
the  river  and  canal  the  general  fishing  has  been 
fairly  good  ;  some  perch,  roach,  and  eels  have  been 
taken  at  Cowley,  Fxwick  and  St.  David's  reaches, 
with  live  bait,  paste,  creed  wheat,  and  worms,  and 
the  same  applies  to  the  canal  also,  the  best  sport 
having  been  procured  at  Turf,  Topsham,  the  Lime 
Kilns,  and  Countess  Weir.  Visitors  are  in  evidence 
in  the  city  and  at  Exmouth ;  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Devonshire  steamers  are  much  appreciated  in 
tlieir  trips  round  the  Devon  and  Dorset  coasts. 
Wi-ather  finer,  prospects  better. —  Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs  and  Cambs). — 
The  uncertain  weather  we  have  had  lately  and  the 
occurrence  of  the  great  racing  carnival  at  Don- 
caster  this  week  ha<i  caused  many  visitors  to  fight 
shy  of  sport  in  this  district.  Although  the  rains 
have  improved  the  state  of  the  water,  both  bream 
and  roach  have  not  fed  so  promisingly  as  they 
should  have  done  under  the  circumstances. — 
Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester). — In  my  last  week's  report 
I  was  made  to  say  a  good  rise  of  Sherry  Spinners. 


This  was  surely  a  printer's  error.    It  is  an  impossi- 
bility for  Sherry  Spinners  to  rise.    On  the  contrary 
it  falls,  and  at  this  time  of  the  year  in  considerable 
quantity.    During  the  past  week  the  prevalent 
winds  have  been  southerly,  with  only  moderate 
hatches  of  fly  during  the  day.    We  have  had  good  i 
falls  of  Spinners  in  the  evening  from  about  6  o'clock,  ■ 
and  lasting    from   fifteen  minutes  to    an    hour " 
according  to   atmospheric  conditions.    The  flies  ' 
have  been  various,  and  included  Medium  and  Dark 
Olives,  Watery  Duns,  Iron  Blues,  and  Blue-winged 
Olives  ;  a  great  many  Red  and  Black  Ants  have  also 
been  observed,  and  fish  took  them  very  well  ;  also  ; 
Sedges  of  which,  on  certain  evenings  of  the  week,  jj 
we  have  had  a  good  show.    Sherry  Spinner  (the* 
imago  of  the  Blue-winged  Olive)  has  been  the  pre- 
dominant spinner  on  the  water  during  the  week, 
but  many  other  spinners  also  were  found  on.  The 
season  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close.    It  has  been  a 
very  unsatisfactory  season  from  every  point  of  view, 
particularly  that  of  weather,  and  fish  are  still  back- 
ward.   There  appears,  however,  a  good  stock  of 
fish  in  the  river,  and  as  fishermen  largely  live  on 
hope,  they  must  hope  that  next  season  will  be  very 
much  better  than  this. — Pale  Watery  Dun. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  Unsettled  weather  has 
been  experienced  in  the  Lea  valley  since  I  last 
wrote,  and  more  heavy  rain  has  fallen,  causing  thai 
river  to  come  down  mud  colour.  On  Wednesday,  f 
however,  it  was  reported  in  condition  again.  At 
Ware,  St.  Margaret's,  and  Rye  House  some  more 
sport  with  roach  has  been  obtained,  notwithstand-  • 
ing  the  unseasonable  weather,  Mr.  Macer,  of 
Hoddesdon,  being  credited  with  a  211b.  baskets 
this  was  made  in  the  St.  Margaret's  district.  Early 
in  the  week  some  club  anglers  in  a  match 
took  261b.  of  roach  between  here  and  Rye  House, 
Dace  up  to  lOoz.  have  been  basketed  in  the  Hert- 
ford waters.  Not  much  has  been  done  with  the 
pike  and  perch  lately,  as  far  as  my  information 
goes.  At  Waltham  some  bream  were  basketed  last 
week,  but  it  cannot  be  called  good  bream  weather ; 
and  I  do  not  anticipate  general  sport  among  the 
golden  fish  until  some  warm,  sunny  days  are 
experienced.  The  river  is  in  nice  order  now  for 
fly -fishing  for  dace.  The  cold  weather  seems  to 
have  put  the  tench  off  feed.  Sport  has  been  quiet 
in  the  Stort,  but  some  nice  dace  and  roach  have 
been  basketed  in  the  Rib. — -Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridg^e  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).  —  The  water  here  is  in  fine 
fishing  trim,  and  sport  has  been  good  during  the 
past  week.  The  following  catches  of  roach  were 
reported  to  the  keeper  ;  121b.,  101b..  91b.,  and  two 
of  71b.  Best  bag  of  bream  was  one  of  141b.  A  few 
good  pike  have  also  been  landed. — P.  W.  G. 

Lugg^  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  high  and  coloured  and 
out  of  order  for  fishing,  owiog  to  the  unsettled 
weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  and  end  of 
last  week,  and  it  has  been  very  much  against  fish- 
ing. They  are  now  beginning  to  clear  a  little,  but 
the  prospects  are  bad  for  fishing,  as  more  rain 
threatens,  and  little  hope  can  be  held  out  for  the 
rivers  to  be  in  order  for  next  week.  If  we  get  fine 
weather  there  should  be  sport  had  with  fly  in  both 
streams. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Fiusley  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  are  swollen  and  muddy,  and  as  the  weather 
continues  stormy,  with  a  good  deal  of  rain,  and  no 
present  prospect  of  improvement,  there  can  be  no 
fishing  for  a  week  hence  at  least.  Rain  is  falling  at 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday,  Sept.  9,  6.30  p.m.), 
with  wind  S.W.,  strong.  Glass  low  and  firm. — R. 
T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Saltertou).  —  The  trouting 
season  on  the  water  of  the  Rolle  Estate  ended  on 
Aug.  30,  so  that  no  fishing-ticket  from  the  local 
hotel  is  now  to  be  had.  On  certain  portions  of  the 
river,  however,  fishing  will  be  continued  throughout 
the  present  month.  The  stream  is  in  splendid 
order,  and  fish  are  rising  freely  both  in  the  forenoon 
and  evening.  A  rod  fishing  at  Tipton  a  few  days 
ago  creeled  six  trout  in  excellent  condition.  The 
Reds  and  Blues  of  early  spring  are  the  favourite 
flies.  If  only  a  week  of  fine  hot  weather  would 
arrive,  the  season  might  end  with  some  good  sport. 
— Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — ^River  in  splendid  con- 
dition and  colour.  Some  very  fine  roach  taken 
here  on  Sept.  6  up  to  IJlb.  each.  Chub  and 
rudd  are  also  plentiful,  although  the  large  ones 
have  up  to  now  evaded  the  various  fly  anglers  who 
have  been  after  them.  Perch  up  to  Iflb.  also  taken 
this  week  by  Mr.  Malcolm. — A.  Scard 

 (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  in  excellent 

condition,  and  well  worth  a  visit.  The  weather,  too, 
is  very  favourable  for  daytime  fishing.  Exceedingly 
good  sport  is  being  had  by  local  anglers,  many 
specimen  fish  being  taken — rudd  up  to  2Jlb..  bream 
up  to  41b.,  tench  21b.,  perch  IJlb.,  roach  l^lb.  The 
sumnier  fishing  this  year  has  far  exceeded  the 
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average,  which  is  probably  accounted  for  by  the 
June  and  July  floods. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Flymontli. — Rivera  still  continue  in  good  con- 
dition, and  good  baskets  of  trout  and  peal  are 
reported  daily.  Salmon  are  also  up  the  rivers  in 
large  quantities,  and  several  fine  ones  have  been 
grassed. — William  Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Although  with  a  continuance  of  showery 
weather,  these  rivers,  especially  the  Tanat  and 
Cain,  were  in  very  fair  condition  for  angling  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  week,  but  on  Tuesday 
night  there  was  another  downpour  of  rain  for 
several  hours,  and  it  must  have  been  exceptionally 
severe  amongst  the  Welsh  mountains,  as  next  morn- 
ing all  these  rivers  rose  rapidly,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  are  as  muddy  as  ditch  water,  so  that  angling 
of  any  kind  is,  at  present,  a  matter  of  impossibility. 
Taken  altogether  the  present  trout  fishing  season 
has,  in  every  respect,  been  one  of  the  very  worst 
experienced  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  of  our 
native  anglers. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
Last  week's  weather  was  ideal,  and  sport  up  to  the 
average.  On  Sept.  4  a  terriSc  thunderstorm  was 
experienced,  reaching  all  over  the  south.  Rain  and 
hail  fell  in  torrents,  flooded  streets,  rivers,  and  the 
country  generally  was  flooded,  and  angling  pros- 
pects for  the  week-end  out  of  the  question.  Previous 
to  the  storm  angling  was  remunerative  on  theOuse. 
Roach  up  to  lib.,  small  pike,  and  a  few  eels  were 
taken  in  the  Barcombe  district,  and  from  the  upper 
reaches  near  Fletching,  pike  up  t^  41b.  and  chub  of 
2+lb.  A  trout  of  31b  .  was  taken  while  reaching  and 
returned  to  the  water.  A  few  dace  are  notified 
from  the  Adur,  and  a  pike  of  3  Jib.  from  the  Hen- 
field  district.  Chichester  Canal  has  yielded  bream 
up  to  21b.  3oz.,  a  brace  of  perch  scaling  together 
3:^lb.,  and  some  fine  eels. — George  F.  Salteb. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Water  has  been  in  grand 
order  all  the  week,  but  at  time  of  writing  i?  coming 
down  rather  muddy  and  rising.  Saturday,  Sept.  12, 
should  see  it  in  good  condition  again.  Excellent 
sport  for  the  past  week  has  been  the  rule.  Eight 
salmon  caught  in  the  Porth  water  weighing  6ilb. 
lljlb.,  5JIb.,  13Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  81b.  and  61b.  One 
on  Tuesday, !  on  opposite  bank,  14Jlb.,  making  a 
total  of  nine  for  week  and  twenty-eight  on  the 
above  water.  The  minnow  accounts  for  five,  and 
fly  for  four  of  the  above. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  at  present  is  in  fair 
order  for  bottom  fishing,  having  gone  down  since 
Monday  (Sept.  7),  and  a  fair  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out.  To- day  (Wednesday,  Sept.  9),  after 
a  rough,  stormy  night,  it  is  beautiful  and  fine.  In 
the  Oakly  Park  water,  although  it  was  closed  last 
year  with  a  view  to  improve  the  number,  anglers 
complain  that  there  are  less  fish  there  this  year 
than  ever.  Some  fair-sized  trout,  grayling,  eels, 
perch,  and  dace  have  been  taken  this  week,  bottom 
fishing. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 

running  high  and  stained,  and  not  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  so  bad  of  late  that 
anglers  have  not  been  inclined  to  go  out.  One  fine 
day  followed  by  heavy  rain  has  kept  the  river  out  of 
order  for  fly  fishing,  but  it  has  been  in  fair  order  for 
bottom  fishing.  It  is  now  clearing  a  little  and  if 
we  get  fine  weather,  which  is  doubtful,  there  will  be 
sport  had  with  fly  next  week.  A  few  fish  caught 
with  worm  and  wasp  grub  this  week. — Wokcester. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — The  Torcross  Ley  is  now 
in  splendid  order.  The  water  is  high  and  the  weeds 
have  been  cut,  so  that  spinning  can  be  done  over 
most  of  the  water.  Mr.  W.  M.  Tollit  is  having  good 
sport  daily.  Yesterday  afternoon  (Sept.  8)  he  had 
five  hours'  spinning,  got  fifteen  runs,  and  landed 
nine  pike.  Some  very  good  rudd  are  caught  daily ; 
the  largest  yesterday  scaled  Hlb.  Sea  fishing  here 
in  Start  Bay  is  now  fairly  good,  especially  with 
mackereL — W.  Vickeey. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Nei^hbonringf 
Rivers, — Our  norihem  rivers  are  keeping  in  excel- 
lent condition  for  all  classes  of  anglers ;  some  creels 
have  been  got  on  the  North  Tyne.  Mr.  Malin  has 
killed  several  sea-trout  and  salmon  on  his  own 
water,  with  small  flies,  and  other  anglers  have  had 
good  sport  with  trout  and  dace.  Mr.  R.  Vineberg 
killed  a  good  mixed  basket  of  forty-two  fish  on  the 
Wylam  water;  some  of  the  trout  were  12in.  in 
length.  Oa  Wednesday,  Sept.  2,  the  members  of 
the  Bensbam  Society  fished  their  annual  competi- 
tion on  the  Bollingham  waters  of  the  North 
Tyne;  the  first  prize,  a  gold  medal  presented 
by  Councillor  J.  Chipchase,  was  won  by 
Mr.  R.  White;  first  prize,  lllb.  5oz. ;  J.  Beadle, 
101b.  13oz.,  second  ;  A.  P.  Menzies,  71b.  2oz.,  third; 
J.  Hull.  71b.,  fourth.  A  magnificent  silver  cup, 
presented  by  an  anonymous  donor  for  the  heaviest 
fish  caught,  fell  to  A.  P.  Menzies.  Several  other 
prizes  were  given.  The  Sheffield  Angling  Associa- 
tion fished  their  annual  match  on  the  waters  of  the 
George  Hotel  at  Chollerford.  The  first  prize  (chal- 
lenge cup  and  gold  medal)  went  to  Mr.  J.  Simpson  ; 
Mr.  W.  Hutton  second,  Mr.  J.  Jackson  third ; 
twenty-one  members  weighed  in.  The  annual 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Sept.  15  at  Harrogate 
House,  Newcastle,  for  the  election  of  officers  and 
passing  accounts,  and  afterwards  a  smoker  will  be 
held,  when  the  prizes  will  be  distributed.  Mr.  W. 
Much,  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  inst.,  with  fly, 
killed  a  91b.  3oz.  salmon,  the  first  ever  caught  in 
the  river  Aln.  Mr.  G.  Kent  and  Mr.  R.  Johnson, 
fishing  the  ponds  at  Whittle  Dene  on  Sept.  2, 
between  them  killed  thirty-one  trout,  which  scaled 
221b.  I  believe  Mr.  Johnson  killed  twelve  on  fly. 
— Henby  a.  Mueton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
8  and  10,  Grainger -street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — This  season  is  one  of  the 
best  that  we  have  had,  plenty  of  water  and  plenty  of 
fish.  Ttie  salmon  fishing  has  been  all  that  could  be 
desired.  Mr.  Mai  tin,  staying  at  the  Angel  Hotel, 
is  killing  hia  five  salmon  daily  on  the  hotel  waters. 
The  Association  waters  have  turned  out  fairly  well, 
Mr.  Bazil  Denner  having  been  successful.  Water 
is  now  in  good  condition. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). — The  chief 
attraction  in  the  Boston  district  has  been  a  great 
match  promoted  by  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, which  took  place  on  Monday  (Sept.  7)  at 
Southrey,  and  when  nearly  600  fishermen  contended 
for  the  prizes.  The  first  prize  was  £10  and  a  silver 
cup,  taken  by  J.  Glaves  with  7lb.  8^-oz  There  were 
sixty-three  money  prizes,  and  the  losvest  which 
took  7s.  as  a  prize  got  21b.  6Joz.  This  competition 
of  course  brought  a  large  number  of  anglers  to  this 
portion  of  the  Witham — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  un- 
settled weather  has  again  interfered  with  angling 
pursuits,  so  that  fly  fishing  has  been  at  a  discount. 
A  few  have  been  taken  bottom  fishing,  with  wasp 
grub  and  maggots  for  bait.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland, 
fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  5,  had  two  brace,  Mr.  C.  Kirkland  several  nice 
fish,  and  two  or  three  others  took  three  and  four 
fish  each.  Gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  A.A.'s  water  have  fared  badly  with 
the  fiy  :  too  much  water.  A  few  fish  have  been 
caught  bottom  fishing  in  Matlookdale  portions  of 
the  Derwent.  A  heavy  downpour  of  rain  on  Tues- 
day night  (Sept.  8) ;  the  Dertvent  bankful  to-day 
(Wednesday).  The  prospect  for  the  fly  very  bad, 
as  it  is  still  raining. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks), — There  has  been  a  variety  of  weather 
during  the  week.  A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen,  con- 
sequently all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been  running 
very  high.  The  bottom  fishermen  have  had  the 
best  of  it  this  week.  Some  nice  baskets  of  trout 
and  grayling  have  been  caught  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yore,  in  fact  all  the  way  from 
its  rise  to  its  fall.  In  the  lower  reaches  very 
fair  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  the  coarse 
fish  at  Ripon,  Boroughbridge,  and  Myton. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  up  and  down.  In  the  length 
at  Appletreewick  and  Burnsall,  good  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  got  with  worm  and  minnow.  On 
one  or  two  days  fly  fishing  has  been  fair,  and  some 
nice  panniers  of  trout  have  been  got  with  Miller's 
Ddik  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  Poult 
Bloa,  and  Carter  Piatt's  Cooper,  on  the  lengths 
at  Burnsall  and  Ilkley.  Very  little  has  been 
doing  on  the  Nidd  owing  to  the  high-coloured 
state  of  water.    The  Swale  has  been  in  a  flooded 


Gravlixg  Flshisg. — Having  had  more  experience  since  1556 
as  a  grayling  Usher  than  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  Hies  and  tackle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  grayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  2s.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  fli-st 
quality,  9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegi-ams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 
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state.  Very  fair  baskets  of  trout  and  gray- 
ling have  been  caught  with  worm  and  wasp  grub. 
Several  clubs  have  hold  their  atmual  outings.  On 
Saturday,  Sept.  5,  the  Hurley  Vale  Leeds  Club  held 
theirs  at  East  Cottingwith  on  the  Derwent ;  eighty- 
one  members  fished,  and  sixty-nine  caught  fish, 
Messrs.  T.  Reynolds  and  W.  H.  Tardoff  tied  for 
premier  honours  with  lib.  122oz.  Messrs.  N. 
Herdraan  and  G.  Fowler  tied  for  the  second 
prize,  and  Messrs.  H.  Taylor  and  J.  Clayton  tied 
for  the  third,  with  lib.  8oz.  The  members  of  the 
York  Navigation  Association  held  their  final  match 
of  the  season  on  Saturday  (Sept.  5)  at  Elvington, 
on  the  Derwent.  The  first  prize  fell  to  A.  WillLs, 
the  second  to  J.  Hopcut,  and  the  third  to  J.  Bardy. 
On  the  same  day  the  Leeman -road  (York)  Angling 
Association  fished  their  last  match  at  Aldwark 
Bridge.  Thirty-two  members  competed.  The 
following  were  the  principal  prize-winnera  :  1st, 
J.  Parker ;  2nd,  C.  Armstrong ;  3rd,  N.  Sanderson. 
— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS, 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— The  following  sport  was  obtained  since  last  report : 
On  August  20,  baskets  ranged  (on  Lochs  Boarlan, 
Urigill,  and  Cama)  from  one  and  a  half  dozen  to  two 
and  a  half  dozen  trout,  all  of  fair  weight.  The 
anglers  out  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Anderson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Parker,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crossley,  Dr.  Elcum, 
Mr.  Dixon,  and  others.  On  the  24th,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Crossley,  Dr.  Elcum,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  Mr.  Dixon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holland 
were  out.  Baskets  ranged  up  to  four  dozen  and  the 
total  for  the  day  to  152  trout,  571b.  On  the  25th, 
similarly  good  baskets  were  made  by  the  same 
anglers  only  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson 
got  a  ferox  of  3|-lb.  on  Loch  Cama.  Since  the 
beginning  of  this  month  the  anglers  have  been 
Messrs.  Simmond,  Russell,  Whyte,  Egerton,  Craw- 
ford, etc.,  and  baskets  ran  from  one  and  a  half  dozen 
to  three  dozen  trout. — B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  Sept.  2, 
Mr.  MacLaren  had  a  grilse,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Macdonald, 
a  grilse,  81b.  On  the  3rd,  Mr.  Macdonald,  a  grilse, 
71b.,  four  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  D.  Eraser,  a  grilse, 
7ilb.  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Eraser,  a  grilse,  61b.,  and 
five  trout,  3lb.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  Bennet.  two 
grilse,  6lb.,  71b. ;  Capt.  Harrington,  a  grilse,  7lb. — 
D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Since  last  report  both 
rivers  have  been  in  flood.  At  a  fishing  in  Meggat 
this  vveek  Mrs.  Anderson  creeled  four  dozen  yellow 
trout.  Lord  Dalkeith  and  others  have  had  good 
sport  in  the  reserved  water.  The  following  baskets 
have  been  made  by  anglers  staying  at  the  Eskdale 
Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm  :  Mr.  C.  E.  Holt,  one 
sea-trout,  2lb.  ;  Mr.  P.  Loch,  nine  herling ;  Mr. 
Brigtiouse,  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  McGregor,  one ; 
Messrs.  Holt  and  Brighouse  had  several  baskets  of 
yellow  trout;  and  Mr.  Bainbridge  three  dozen 
yellow  trout.  In  Netherby  reserved  water  of  the 
Esk  Mr.  McLellan  had  a  salmon  of  9lb.;  Mr.  A.  Keen 
killed  seven  sea-trout  and  fourteen  herling;  Mr.  H. 
Murray  caught  a  small  salmon,  five  sea-tr  'Ut  and 
thirty  herling  in  the  mid -reaches  ;  Mr.  J.  Brockbank 
caught  a  grilse  4|lb.  and  a  number  of  herling  :  Mr. 
Whitfield,  Carlisle,  at  a  fishing  in  Liddle  had  four 
herUng  and  a  sea-trout;  and  Mr.  W.  Stoddart  three 
sea-trout  and  one  herling;  Mr.  D.  Murray,  Forge,  killed 
a  salmon  above  Canonbie  Bridge  ;  Mr.  W.  Murray 
four  sea-trout  and  twenty  herling  ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous 
two  trout  and  fourteen  herling ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bagshawe  caught  two  salmon,  14Jlb.  and  7Jlb., 
three  sea-trout,  and  eleven  herling;  Mr.  Gambel 
caught  a  salmon  101b.  and  eight  herling;  Mr.  J. 
Armstrong  ten  sea-trout  and  thirty -nine  herling,  and 
at  another  fishing  a  grilse  of  61b.  and  some  sea-trout 
and  herling.  Mr.  D.  Murray,  salmon  201b.  and  81b., 
four  sea-trout,  and  twenty-six  herling.  Mr.  S. 
MoKune,  five  sea-trout  and  fifteen  herling ;  Mr.  J. 
Graham  a  grilse  5ilb.,  and  some  good  baskets  of 
sea- trout  and  herling.  Mr.  Tom  Steel  five  sea-trout 
and  thirty  herling.  Sergt.  Bell,  fishing  in  Canonbie 
water  with  minnow,  two  sea-trout  and  fifteen  her- 
ling ;  Mr.  P.  Loch  four  sea-trout,  some  herUng  and 
yellow  trout,  and  at  another  fishing  a  good  basket 
of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the  Lower  Liddle, 
Canonbie  Water.  In  the  L^pper  Esk  Mr.  Kelly, 
Cambridge,  Mr.  Mills,  and  Mr.  Graham  have  had 
good  sport  in  the  private  water  at  Bent  Path 
with  sea-trout  and  herling ;  and  Messrs.  Sadler, 
Wells,  and  Leigh  have  also  had  good  baskets 
of  sea  -  trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout  in 
the  higher  reaches  of  the  Esk.  In  Lang- 
holm water,  Mr.  J.  D.  Anderson  had  a  sea- 
trout  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  G.  M.  Little,  one  2Jlb ;  :Mr.  F. 
Storey,  three  sea- trout  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson,  two 
sea-trout  and  two  herling.  Fishing  in  the  tipper 
Liddle,  Mr.  James  Little  caught  a  salmon  of  81b. 
Both  rivers  in  good  angling  fettle  at  time  of  writing. 

 GiLNOCKIE. 
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Deveron  (BanflFshire).— Mr,  Porter's  fishings, 
Corniehaugh. — During  the  early  part  of  the  week 
the  river  was  too  high  for  successful  angling,  and 
fish  were  still  coming  very  short.  On  one  day  no 
fewer  than  ten  fish  rose  to  Lady  Bridge's  fly,  but 
not  even  one  took  the  hook.  Later  on  her  ladyship 
killed  a  couple  of  fine  salmon,  of  81b.  and  21Jlb. 
respectively,  and  Sir  Frederick  Bridge  grassed  a 
beauty  of  191b.  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  section, 
the  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.  Mellor,  K.C„  M.P.,  creeled 
thirty-six  trout,  181b. — X. 

  (Huntly). — Our  streams  were  in  full  flood 

lately,  and  are  now  well  stocked  with  salmon  and 
grilse.  During  the  past  week  we  have  heard  of  the 
following:  Mr.  H.  Davidson,  jun..  salmon,  23|lb.  ; 
Mr.  G.  Gaula,  salmon,  171b. ;  Mr.  A.  McKenzie, 
salmon,  111b.;  Mr.  Chas.  Clark,  salmon,  91b.,  and 
grilse,  51b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Davidson,  two  grilse,  2|lb.  and 
5Jlb.  ;  Dr.  J.  O.  Wilson,  grilse,  51b.  ;  Mr.  A. 
McKenzie,  grilse,  4^1b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Fortune,  grilse,  41b. 

Ham. — This  river  has  been  in  a  flooded  state  all 
the  past  week,  and  is  still  running  very  high;  Fish- 
ing Dupplin  reserved  water  on  Friday,  Sept.  4, 
Lord  Wolverton  landed  three  grilse  of  61b.,  71b. 
and  71b.,  and  on  same  day  James  Stewart,  game- 
keeper, landed  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  71b.  from  the 
same  beat. — A.  A. 

Hebrideau  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  for  week  ending  Sept.  4 
by  anglers  residing  in  Rodel  House  has  been : — 
Eight  salmon,  621b.  6oz.;  137  sea-trout,  1211b.  lOoz.; 
by  anglers  residing  in  Finsbay  Lodge,  131  sea- trout, 
71Ib.— G.  W.  D.  Stirling. 

Lochiuver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  Aug.  27,  Messrs. 
Lovell,  one  grilse,  6ib. ;  Messrs.  Hulbert,  thirteen 
trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  A'Court,  one  sea-trout,  fib.  On 
Aug,  28,  Messrs.  Lovell,  nine  sea-trout,  91b.,  heaviest 
2^1b. ;  Mr.  Robertson,  three  trout,  21b. ;  Messrs. 
Hulbert,  five  trout,  l^lb.  On  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Robert- 
son, one  grilse,  6 Jib.,  one  sea- trout,  i^lb. ;  Mr. 
Archdall,  twenty-six  brown  and  sea-trout,  151b., 
one  of  the  sea-trout  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Ainsworth,  seven 
trout,  2llh.  ;  Messrs.  Lovell,  three  trout,  l-Jlb.  On 
Aug.  31,  Mr.  Ainsworth  and  Mrs.  Bardswell,  twenty- 
two  trout,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Ellis  and  Dawson,  eleven 
trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Ellis,  twenty-two  trout,  7Jlb. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  nine  trout,  4|lb. ;  Mr. 
Hawley.  six  sea-trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Lovell,  two 
sea-trout,  51b.  and  21b.  On  Sept.  3,  Mr.  Brown, 
fourteen  trout,  5Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Ellis,  two  salmon, 
14Jlb.  and  151b.,  one  grilse,  5|lb.,  and  three  sea- 
trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  eighteen  trout, 
6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hulbert,  ten  trout,  3flb. ;  Major  Barlow, 
three  sea-trout,  21b.  On  Sept.  5,  Messrs.  Ellis,  one 
salmon,  lljlb.,  and  two  sea-trout,  l|lb. ;  Messrs. 
Hulbert  and  Braggins,  twelve  trout,  4|lb. ;  Messrs. 
Fair,  Brown,  and  Ellis,  twenty- two  trout,  7|lb.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hills,  eight  trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Lovell, 
four  trout,  2ilb.  ;  Major  Barlow,  three  trout,  1  Jib. 
Weather  unfavourable.— J.  Mackenzie. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee.— The  river  has  been  in 
capital  order,  although  spatey.  Fish  are  said  to  be 
plentiful,  and  well  into  the  mid-reaches.  On  the 
Aboyne  Castle  waters  the  Hon.  Marjory  Gordon 
(daughter  of  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen)  landed  a 
beauty  on  Saturday  (Sept.  5)  of  lOJlb.,  while  Mr. 
Brerton  creeled  two  of  141b.  and  161b.  on  Friday 
(Sept.  4),  and  one  or  two  have  been  got  since  by 
others  here  and  on  the  Kincardine  reaches.  On  the 
Kinneskie  waters  General  Michael  landed  one  of 
121b.  Mr.  John  Byres-Leake,  Cavalry  Club,  London, 
has  taken  the  Inchmarlo  waters  for  the  spring.  On 
the  Feugh  Mr.  Clyne  and  others  had  one  or 
two  grilse,  while  Dr.  Campbell,  on  Cults  water, 
Mr.  G.  M.  Mack  ay,  on  the  tidal,  had  eight 
and  nine-finnocks  up  to  lib.  Every  day  during 
the  week  on  the  Heathcote  waters  good 
sport  has  been  the  order  of  the  day.  Don. 
— The  Countees  of  Suffolk's  party  had  five  fish 
on  the  Grandholm  water  up  to  261b.  Mr.  George 
Davidson,  Lecturer,  F.C.,  Aberdeen,  creeled  one  on 
Thursday  (Sept.  3),  141b.,  two  on  Friday,  221b.  and 
261b.,  one  on  Saturday,  181b.,  and  one  on  Monday, 
121b.,  on  the  Muggiemoss  section;  while  Milne  and 
others  had  one  or  two  from  the  Cruives  pool,  scaling 
up  to  221b.  On  the  Pitmedden  waters,  Mr.  William 
Lindsay  creeled  a  fine  trout  of  31b.  On  the  Kintore 
and  Invermore  sections  two  fish  up  to  141b.  were 
got  on  Saturday,  and  one  on  Monday,  respectively. 
Some  600  fish  were  observed  passing  the  Pirie's 
Dyke  last  week  during  the  rise  in  the  river.  Most 
of  the  fish  have  been  to  the  fly.  The  prospects  of 
an  early  and  prolific  autumn  are  now  well  assured. 
— G.  M. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.  B.).  — 

Since  last  reported  Mr.  Evans,  Inverness,  had  one 
day,  eight  sea-trout,  91b.,  and  another  day,  twelve 
sea-trout,  8|lb.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Menzies,  Leith,  on 
Loch  Gorm,  got  four  trout,  141b.  Mr.  Evans,  Inver- 
ness, on  Top  Shin,  eight  trout,  41b.,  Mr.  Menzies 
and  Mr.  Evans,  twelve  sea-trout,  9|lb.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rowland  Hudson,  Nairn,  had  eight  sea-trout, 
9ilb.— B. 


South  of  Scotland. — Since  last  week's  report 
sport  has  not  been  so  good  on  the  Salway  rivers, 
though  an  odd  grilse  or  two,  as  also  sea-trout  and 
herling,  have  been  caught  on  the  different  rivers. 
On  Sept.  6  the  rivers  were  in  flood,  and  a  deluge  of 
rain  fell  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  8)  eight  in  Upper 
Annandale.  This  morning  (Sept.  9)  the  Annan  is 
running  in  the  heaviest  flood  of  this  year,  and 
worm  flshers  are  getting  big  catches  of  herling  and 
trout  with  this  lure.  Very  fe  w  salmon  have  been  seen 
passing  up  the  rivers  this  week.  Indeed  the  waters 
have  been  too  heavy  for  seeing  them  move  this  week. 
In  the  Annan  Mr.  W.  Wright  caught  a  sea-trout,  a 
herling  and  a  yellow  trout  with  the  Devon  minnow. 
Mr.  W.  Miller  has  had  odd  herling  with  the  worm 
bait.  In  the  higher  waters  Mr.  Spenson  had  three 
sea-trout,  five  herling,  and  a  basket  of  yellow  trout 
with  the  clear  water  worm.  Mr.  Rorrison,  in  the 
higher  reaches,  took  a  grilse  of  6Jlb.,  two  sea-trout, 
and  several  herling  and  yellow  trout  with  the  phan- 
tom minnow.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  the  local 
rods  have  had  moderate  baskets  of  herling  and  odd 
sea-trout,  and  similar  catches  have  been  reported 
from  the  Castlemilk  and  Murraythwaite  waters.  In 
the  Brewery  water  of  the  tidal  waters,  on  Wednes- 
day, Mr.  James  Dixon  had  a  good  basket  of 
herling  and  yellow  trout.  He  had  fully  twenty 
herling  and  trout  at  the  first  fishing  during  the 
forenoon,  with  worm  bait.  Mr.  J.  Laurie  took 
about  a  dozen  herling  and  yellow  trout  in  an  hour, 
fishing  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  James  Loudon 
had  a  good  catch  in  the  Everholm  water  above 
Annan  Bridge,  and  Mr.  Miller,  Glasgow,  had 
a  fair  creel  of  trout  and  herling  also  caught  with 
the  worm.  Mr.  Irving  had  a  fair  catch  in  the 
Northfield  water.  In  the  Galloway  rivers  the  local 
rods  have  had  fairly  good  sport.  Fishing  in  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse  last  week  end,  Mr.  G. 
Murray  had  a  grilse  of  61b. ;  Mr.  R.  H. 
Macadam  had  one  sea-trout  and  one  herling ;  Mr. 
D.  Mason,  one  herling ;  Mr.  Buchan,  a  brace  of 
herling  and  one  sea-trout.  On  Thursday  (Sept.  3) 
Mr.  R.  H.  Macadam  caught  six  herling ;  Mr.  W. 
Maxwell  and  Mr.  W.  Macadam  one  or  two  herling ; 
Mr.  G.  MacMurray  landed  a  small  salmon  of  6Jlb. 
and  fine  herling ;  Mr.  J.  McGlashan  one  sea-trout 
and  a  herling  or  two.  The  Fleet  was  in  flood  on 
Wednesday  (to-day).  In  the  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee  some  nice  fish  have  been  landed.  In  the  Dum- 
fries Nith,  Sanquhar  anglers  have  had  good  sport, 
and  similar  reports  come  from  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
waters  of  Thornhill.  In  the  Ayrshire  district  local 
anglers  are  obtaining  moderate  catches  of  trout. — 
Heathebbell. 

Tay. — During  the  past  week  the  river  Tay  has 
been  running  more  or  less  in  flood.  There  was  only 
one  day  that  the  water  was  really  in  good  ply,  but 
upon  the  whole  very  satisfactory  sport  is  reported. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  the 
principal  beats.  Meikleoub. — Fishing  this  beat  on 
Sept.  3  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  landed  one  salmon 
of  181b.,  and  on  Sept.  4  the  Marquis  of  Tavistock 
killed  a  grilse  of  41b.  Islamouth.  — The  Bishop  of 
Bath  and  Wells  fishing  this  stretch  of  water  on 
Sept.  5  killed  one  grilse  of  61b.,  and  on  Sept.  8  Mr. 
Asquith  had  a  salmon  of  14 Jib.  On  Sept.  3 
Lord  Blythswood  had  two  grilse  of  71b.  each, 
and  on  Sept.  8  another  grilse  of  61b.  Upper  Car- 
gill. — Fishing  this  heat  on  Sept.  5,  Mr.  Ernest 
Moon  landed  one  salmon  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Peters  fishing  the  same  water  on  Sept.  8  killed  one 
salmon  of  211b.  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  Lower 
Cabgill.— Mr.  Henry  Peters  fishing  this  water  on 
Sept.  4  landed  one  grilse  of  71b.  Willies  Stone. — 
Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  5,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson 
killed  one  salmon  of  17ib.  and  a  grilse  of  81b. 
Upper  Stobhall.— Mr.  Archibald  Coats  fishing 
this  beat  on  Sept.  5  landed  one  salmon  of  271b.,  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  and  Major  Chichester  fishing  from 
the  second  boat  killed  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  81b. 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  on  Sept.  8  had  another  salmon 
of  231b.,  and  Mr.  Illingworth  from  the  second  boat 
landed  three  grilse  of-7ib.,  81b.,  and  91b.  Loweb 
Stobhall  —  Fishing  this  stretch  of  water  on 
Sept.  4,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  one  fish  of  221b. 
and  a  grilse  of  61b. ;  and  from  the  second  boat 
Major  Chichester  had  a  grilse  of  91b.  On  the  9th, 
Mr.  Archd.  Coats  had  one  fish  of  171b.  and  two 
grilse  of  81b.  each ;  and  from  the  other  boat  Mr.  W. 
H.  Coats  and  Major  Chichester  landed  one  salmon 
of  181b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  Bubnmouth. — Mr.  G. 
W.  Wolff.  M.P.,  fishing  this  beat  on  the  4th,  landed 
two  salmon  of  181b.  each.  Burnmouth  Stobhall. 
— Fishing  this  water,  on  the  5th,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch 
killed  one  salmon  of  281b.  and  a  grilse  of  61b. ;  and 
on  the  8th,  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff  landed  a  grilse  of  51b. 
Catholes. — Mr.  Cohen,  fishing  this  water  on  the 
5th,  killed  one  grilse  of  71b. ;  and  on  the  8th,  two 
grilse  of  5Jlb.  and  51b.  Uppeb  Stanley. — Mr.  M. 
Trevelyan  Martin,  fishing  this  water  on  the  2nd, 
killed  one  fish  of  221b.  and  a  grilse  of  61b. 
On  Sept.  4,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  landed  one  salmon  of 
161b.,  and  on  Sept.  7,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Martin  had  two 


salmon  of  131b.  and  141b.,  and  two  grilse  of  91b. 
and  61b,  Lower  Stanley. — Fishing  this  beat  on 
Sept.  1,  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  had  one  salmon  of  221b., 
and  a  grilse  of  8  Jib.  On  Sept.  3,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martin  landed  four  grilse  of  5Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  81b.,  and 
71b.,  and  on  Sept.  5,  one  fish  of  1 71b.  and  three 
giilse  of  7Jlb.,  71b.,  and  6Jlb.  On  Sept.  8,  Mr. 
Clark,  Mrs.  Martin,  and  Miss  Maxwell  Lyte  killed 
one  salmon  of  291b.  and  three  grilse  of  81b  ,  51b., 
and  91b.  Benchill. — Mr.  Cohen  fishing  this  water 
on  Sept.  4,  landed  one  salmon  of  13ib.  and  two 
grilse  of  8Jlb.  each,  and  on  Sept.  7,  six  fish 
of  3141b.,  221b.,  20Jlb.,  201b.,  171b.,  and  lUb., 
and  a  grilse  of  51b.  Upper  Redgorton. — 
Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  5,  Mrs.  Chichester  and 
Miss  Meggs  had  one  grilse  of  6Jlb ,  and  on 
Sept.  8,  one  salmon  of  181b.,  and  two  grilse,  of  91  b. 
and  61b.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats 
landed  one  salmon  of  17 Jib.,  and  three  grilse,  of 
7 Jib.,  7 Jib.,  and  6 Jib.  Lower  Redgorton. — 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats,  fishing  this  part  on  Sept.  4, 
had  two  grilse,  of  71b.  and  41b.,  and  on  Sept.  7, 
three,  of  8lb.,  61b  ,  and  61b.  Bertha. — Fishing 
this  beat  on  Sept.  4,  Mr.  George  Coats  landed  one 
salmon,  of  14Jlb..  and  five  grilse,  of  91b.,  5Jlb., 
4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  and  5  Jib.,  and  on  Sept.  7,  Mr.  Archibald 
Coats  had  grilse  of  81b.,  7Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  6^1b., 
and  6Jlb.  The  Scone  Palace  ticket  water  has 
been  yielding  very  good  sport,  Mr.  H.  J.  Bell,  C.E., 
having  to  his  own  rod,  on  Sept.  5,  six  fine  fish, 
Mr.  Wm.  McNicol  three  salmon,  in  the  Grain  Head 
stream,  on  Sept.  5,  and  another  two  fish  on  Sept.  7. 
Fair  sport  is  also  reported  in  the  free  water  below 
Perth.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Banu  and  Tributaries. — A  succession  of  floods 
has  been  running  down  the  Blackwater,  Ballinderry, 
Moyola,  and  Maine,  but  few  fish  ascended  from  the 
lake,  as  these  streams  continued  to  discharge  the 
last  of  the  flax  water  of  the  season.  The  main  river 
rose  eight  inches,  and  was  out  of  order  for  the  week, 
and  there  is  little  sport  to  record.  It  is  now  at 
winter  level  and  angling  with  the  fly  wUl  be 
impossible  on  the  Caronroe  reach  for  the  season 
that  closes  on  Sept.  30.  There  are  many  casts  on 
the  Portglenone  stretch  that  will  be  in  order  so 
soon  as  the  water  clears.  Mr.  G.  Andrews  caught 
one  salmon,  121b.,  on  the  Movanagher  reach,  and 
Mr.  S.  Wallace,  two.  101b.  and  13 Jib.,  on  the  Kilrea 
section. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— To- day   (Sept.  9)   the  | 
Crossgar,  Six-mile,  Glenavy,  Crumlen,  and  other  f 
local  rivers  are  high  and  dirty.    Scarcely  anything 
was  done  this  week  owing  to  the  broken  weather. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Brunt,  Leek,  Staffordshire,  had  a  cjuple  1 
of  nice  trout  at  Woodburn  last  week.    Mr.  J.  f 
Davison  had  five,  and  other  anglers  had  from  two 
to  four  fish,  but  no  heavy  fish  such  as  are  usually 
taken  at  this  time  of  the  year  were  brought  to  net. 
Two  or  three  brace  were  got  on  the  Antrim  Road 
Basin.    This  water  holds  some  big  ones  up  to  7lb, 
and  81b.,  but  they  are  extremely  wary. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater,    Beg,    Tarbert,    and  IKEcLeod 
(Garynahine).  —  For  the  month  of  August  the  . 
catch  Was  133  salmon,  weighing  7441b  ,  and  118  I 
sea-trout  to  five  rods,  and  sometimes  less  rods. 
Prospects  good  to  end  of  season  (October). — J.  F.  M. 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Stormy 
wet  weather,  with  great  rainfall,  continued  during  i 
the  past  week,  and  the  river  was  entirely  out  of  * 
fishing  order  and  in  high  flood  and  unfishable  in 
most  places.    Mr.  Neville  Reid.  jun.,  landed  three 
salmon  during  the  past  week  of  171b.,  lOJlb.,  and 
9Jlb.  Mr.  Mortimore  landed  four  salmon,  1  lib.,  91b. ,  I 
81b.,  and  61b.   M..  Jos.  Hone  landed  three  salmon  \ 
of  121b.,  71b.,  and  71b.     Tne  weather  continues  wet  | 
and  stormy  at  time  of  writing. — M.  Rogan  and  * 
Sons. 

Killary  Bay  (co.  Galway).— Fishing  last  week 
from  Leenane  Hotel,  Mr.  Clesham  caught  in  three 
days  two  salmon  and  forty   white  trout ;  Mr.  i 
Longman,  fishing  one  day,  caught  five  white  trout  J 
in  Drummin  river ;  Mr.  Lyell,  one  day,  got  six  \ 
white  trout.    Best  day's  take  :  One  salmon,  81b.,  ' 
and  eleven  white  trout,  average  weight  21b.  Messrs. 
Willes,  fishing  Glencullen  Lake  from  Dhulough 
House  Hotel,  had  in  four  days  fifty-six  good  trout. 
Water  is  now  in  good  order,  and  weather  favour- 
able for  angling,  west  winds  prevailing. — R.  H. 
McKeown. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — On  Aug.  30, 
Mr.  Piquet  had  three  trout,  one  weighing  41b.  and 
two  3f  lb.  each ;  Lieut.  Kelly,  in  company  with 
Lieut.  Redgway,  two  trout,  71b. ;  Lieut.  Hey  worth, 
with  Mr.  A.  W.  Davis,  five  fish,  scaling  91b.,  in  fine 
condition  and  shape  ;  Mr.  Power,  three  fish,  one  of 
which  was  3Jlb.  and  the  others  2Jlb.  each.  On 
Aug.  31,  Mr.  Piquet  had  three  trout,  61b.  Owing 
to  a  storm  on  the  lough  all  boats  had  to  come  in  on 
this  date.  On  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Piquet  had  four  fish, 
71b. ;  Lieuts.  Kelly  and  Redgway,  four  trout,  71b.  ; 
Messrs.  Hey  worth  and  Davis,  four  trout,  81b,  On 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming:  and  trading:  in  the  name 
of  Ogrden.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


POPHAM 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 
The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN, 

JAS.   OGDSN'S   «« MUi:iTXJM:-IN-I»AItV'0 "   B'r-Y   ROD,  ZX/-. 

J  AS.   OGDSN'S  NSW  "II^VTCTJL"   FILiY   (x?egistex>ed),   6/-   per  dox. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


PETOL 


SOAP 

AND 

SALVE 

■      PETOL  Preparations  invaluable  for 

Sportsmen  &  Travetiers. 

PREVENTS  MOSQUITO,  MIDGE,  AND  INSECT  BITES. 

EAPID  CURE  FOR  ALL  SKIN  TROUBLES,  CUTS,  BURNS, 
SCRATCHES,  &c. 

A  Wonderful  Sjpecific  for  Piles  Sc  Eczema. 

SAMJPT.E  BOX,  1/9,  FOST  FREE  OF 

PC"!"^!  I   ^fM  CAMBRIDGE,  and 

■    ^  ■  86,  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recoimeQiled  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Beat  Dabbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

PNoe's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAiT 

(For  SPINNING  or  TROLLING). 
Made  In  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
oolourlng  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
SAM.  AUiOOOK  (ft  Co.  and  X.  H.  LXB.  4,  Him  Grove, 
Peokham,  8.H.   Large  lUe.  1/6  |  small,  I/St 


Now  Ready.     Canvas  Back.     Is.  6d.  net. 


WALTON  and  SOME  EARLIER 


ANQLINQ  WRITERS. 

By  R.  B.  MARSTON  (Editor  "Fishing  Gazette") 

IN 

THE  BOOK  LOVER'S  LIBRARY. 

Edited  by  HENRY  B.  WHEATLEY,  F.S.A. 

The  Book  Lover's  Library  includes  many  able  and  useful  Works  which  have  taken  their 
places  as  authorities  on  the  subjects  they  have  treated  of;  some  are  valuable  works  of 
reference,  while  others  of  the  lighter  character  have  afforded  entertaining  reading  on  bookish 
subjects.  The  Book  Lover's  Library  has  had  a  large  sale  among  collectors  and  bibliographers 
both  in  England  and  America,  and  many  well-known  and  eminent  writers  have  contributed  to 
its  pages. 

London  :  SAIIPSON  LOW,  MAHSTON  &  COilPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane  E  C 
 And  ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  Paternoster  Eow,  E.C.  '   "  " 


IHALCOM  &  CO., 

'"^"^    ^        The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTORS  OF  THE   .   .  . 

"  Xanned   Angola  " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"  Xanned   Angola. " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

Xlie   "Featlierweigbt " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  18/6  &  21/- 

See  Field,  June  SO,  ItfOU. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE.  W.C. 
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the  2nd,  Mr.  Piquet  had  six  fish,  91b. ;  Lieute.  Kelly 
and  Redp;way,  one  salmon,  81b.,  and  six  trout,  91b. 
On  the  3rd,  Mr.  Piquet  had  four  trout  on  one  rod, 
16ilb.,  one  a  gillaroo  weighing  5Jlb.  and  a  brown 
trout  of  S'b.  This  is  the  best  month  in  the  year  on 
Lough  Corrib. — T.  Naughton. 

Iiougli  Corrib  (Ougliterard). — Notwithstanding 
stormy,  boisterous  weather  during  the  past  week, 
Mr.  Mersey  Jones,  of  Birkenhead,  and  Mr.  Butter- 
worth,  of  Wrexham,  fishing  from  the  Railway  Hotel 
from  Sept.  2  to  5  (three  and  a  half  days),  got  twenty 
trout,  weighing  2S',h.,  largest,  41b.  "  Harry-long- 
legs  "  proved  a  successful  lure. — -T.  F.  Naughton.J 

Iiougfhs  mask  and  Corrib  (Cloubnr).  —  Mr. 
Bartlett,  fishing  Lough  Mask  from  the  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  on  Sept.  7,  caught  a  trout  of  111b. 
in  perfect  condition  on  artificial  fly.  This  is  the 
largest  trout  ever  known  to  be  caught  on  the  fly  in 
either  Corrib  or  Mask.  Tt  took  one  and  a  quarter 
hour  to  land  it.  It  can  be  seen  at  Cooper  and  Sons, 
Naturalists,  London. — J.  A.  J. 

Lougb.  Itlelvin. — Sport  was  fair  during  the  past 
week,  and  some  decent  baskets  of  trout  were  taken 
byjthe  anglers  out  from  Garrison.  Kinlough,  Bally- 
shannon,  and  Bundoran.  The  lake  at  present  is 
very  high,  and  sport  will  improve  as  soon  as  the 
weather  moderates. — M.  Rogan  A^'D  Sons. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
Since  last  report  Mr.  Charles  M'lvor  caught  eighteen 
salmon  ;  Mr.  J.  J.  Sweeny,  six;  Rev.  Mr.  Whigam, 
four;  Mr.  Moncrieff,  three;  Mr.  Hainsworth,  six; 
Mr.  P.  Harkin,  thirteen  ;  Mr.  Thwaites,  one — the 
majority  running  from  51b.  to  81b.  A  word  to  those 
intending  to  visit  this  river — season  salmon  ticket, 
£4 ;  weekly  ticket,  10^  ;  day  ticket,  23.  6d.  ;  16ft. 
to  18ft.  rods  are  necessary,  and  wading  trousers  are 
indispensable,  there  being  no  boating.  Troutmg 
ticket  for  season,  5s.,  practically  this  river  and 
tributaries  are  under  control  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann 
Fishery  Company, — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order,  with  all 
the  pools  well  stocked  with  fish.  During  the  week 
Capt.  Lynch  Blosse  got  several  fine  fish,  and  Mr. 
Cordner  got  some  nice  fish,  some  91b.  each,  and 
played  some  more  ;  Mr.  Thompson  got  a  nice  fish, 
and  hooked  several ;  Mr.  Wilson  got  five  on  Monday, 
251b.,  and  played  some.  Fishing  on  the  lake  was 
good  during  the  week,  some  large  pike  being  taken 
and  nice  baskets  of  trout.  All  the  above  fishrd 
from  the  Imperial  Hotel. — John  Devers. 

IVIoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Ctillen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  weather 
sport  was  fair.  Capt.  Lynch  Blosse,  twelve  grilse, 
811b. ;  Mr.  Scroop,  nine  grilse,  581b.  ;  Mr.  G.Warren, 
seven  grilse,  411b.  ;  Mr.  Pelley,  nine  grilse,  611b.  ; 
Mr.  Harden,  five  grihe.  351b.  Best  take  of  sea-trout 
in  one  day,  fifteen,  131b.  Some  nice  trout  were 
taken  in  the  loughs  spinning. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— There  is  yet 
too  much  water  in  both  the  lakes  and  rivers  for  the 
best  class  of  fishing  though  some  fine  takes  were 
effected  during  the  week.  Rev.  Mr.  Percival,  on 
Meenmore  Lake,  caught  sixteen  sea-trout  from  2^1b. 
down  and  on  Tully,  Dungloe  and  Meenlecknalore 
lakes  the  baskets  ran  from  eight  to  ten  fish  per  rod. 
Colonel  Richards  killed  a  5 Jib.  salmon  on  the 
Crolly,  and  Miss  Hobson  killed  an  81b.  fresh  run 
fish  on  the  same  water  — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  The  weather  has 
again  become  very  wet  and  stormy.  There  is  still 
a  good  stock  of  fish  in  the  pools,  but  with  the  water 
so  discoloured  the  chances  of  sport  are  poor. — J. 
Eneight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballycottou. — Owing  to  continued  wild  and  wet 
weather  and  a  rough  sea,  little  or  no  angling  has 
been  done  around  here  on  many  days.  Whenever 
the  weather  gave  a  chance  and  anglers  went  out, 
fair  sport  was  had  at  various  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — About  twenty  boats  of  sea-anglers 
were  off  on  Sept.  6.  on  the  various  grounds,  since 
which  we  have  had  choppy  seas  and  rough  weather 
from  the  west. — "H." 

Deal. — Although  the  water  has  been  rather  clear 
lately,  there  has  been  a  few  decent  takes  of  fish 
landed  for  the  time  of  year.  To-day  (Wednesday), 
strong  breeze,  westerly,  which  has  coloured  the 
water  again,  and  sport  should  be  somewhat  better. 
— Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

 (the  Pier).  —  Though  local   fishing  still 

remains  very  indifferent,  yet  signs  of  material 
improvement  in  the  near  future  are  not  lacking  as 
several  fish  of  good  size  and  condition  have  recently 
been  taken.  Pollack  are,  however,  still  abnormally 
f  carce,  and  the  present  season  has  yielded  fewer  of 
these  sportive  fish  than  any  of  recent  years.  The 
chief  catch  on  Sept.  3  consisted  of  a  4lb.  codling 
taken  by  Mr.  Beale,  and  four  pollack  which  fell  to 
Mr.  T.  Sexton's  rod.  The  following  day  proved 
almost  a  blank  one,  and  Sept.  5  witnessed  little 


improvement,  Mr.  G.  Smith  landing  only  one  codling, 
and  Mr.  Burgess  and  Messrs.  D.  and  T.  Matthews 
making  very  small  mixed  bags.  On  Sept.  6,  Mr. 
Burgess  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  Akehurst  had  a  sole-dab, 
a  plaice,  and  a  few  small  fry,  Mr.  Woodhead  a  31b. 
pollack  (perfectly  blind),  and  Mr.  Hutchings  a  fine 
dab  and  a  codling.  Mr.  Angermann  also  hooked  and 
landed  a  fine  31b.  codling  during  evening  hours. 
The  early  morning  catch  on  Monday  (Sept.  7)  was 
very  poor,  but  later  in  the  day  Mr.  Dixon  landed  a 
splendid  51b.  plaice — the  best  specimen  seen  here 
for  many  years— and  general  results  panned  oat 
very  fairly.  On  Tuesday  (Sept.  8)  a  few  good  fish 
were  in  evidence,  Mr.  C.  E.  Shill  having  a  41b. 
codling,  Mr.  Angermann  one  of  similar  size,  Mrs. 
Morris  a  smaller  one,  Mr.  Barnett  one  pollack,  and 
other  rod  wielders  getting  a  few  small  whiting, 
dabs,  pouting,  and  silver  eel^i.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hutchings  fished  patiently  all  day  for  a  small 
mixed  bag.  A  strong  west  wind  prevailed  on 
Wednesday  (Sept.  9),  but  general  results  were  fairly 
satisfactory,  Mr.  Woodhead  getting  a  41b.  codling, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Payne  a  similar  fish,  aid  Mrs.  Hutchings 
a  handsome  young  fole  of  lib.  weight,  one  of 
slightly  smaller  size  coming  to  hand  shortly  after- 
wards by  Mr.  Woodhead.  Mr.  Hutchings  had  a 
plump  little  codling  in  the  afternoon. — J.  Richard- 
son (B.S.A.S.). 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Large  takes  of  mackerel 
have  been  made  by  boat  anglers,  also  some  good 
pollack,  but  we  have  had  very  unsettled  weather 
lately. — H. 

Hastings. — The  sea  angling  season  here  can  now 
be  said  to  have  commenced,  and  a  few  good  codling 
have  been  taken,  Mr.  Herrington  landing  two  on 
St.  Leonards  Pier  on  Sept.  5,  weighing  respectively 
7 Jib.  and  21b.  14oz.  The  dabs  are  numerous  and 
of  good  size,  several  pounders  coming  to  hand ;  as 
yet  very  few  whiting  have  shown  up ;  a  few  bass 
and  pollack  also  have  been  taken.  The  boats  have 
done  well,  but  the  last  few  days  have  proved  too 
rough.  Arrangements  are  well  in  hand  for  the 
Annual  Sea  Angling  Festival,  which  has  been  fixed 
for  Oct.  24,  25,  and  26.  This  year  there  will  be 
more  prizes,  and  the  few  altered  conditions  should 
meet  with  the  anglers'  approval. — H.  Dowsbtt. 

Lowestoft. — There  has  not  been  much  to  report 
during  the  past  week  as  the  whiting  have  not  as 
yet  come  in.  From  the  piers  a  few  dabs  and  eels 
have  been  had,  but  the  dogfish,  which  have  been  so 
troublesome  during  the  past  three  weeks,  are  getting 
fewer,  which  is  the  general  forerunner  of  the 
whiting.  Smelts  are  still  plentiful  in  the  harbour 
and  fish  markets,  eels  and  flounders  have  been  taken 
in  moderate  numbers.  The  general  meeting  of  the 
Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  takes  place  on 
Friday  evening  next,  when  the  date  of  the  first  of 
the  competitions  will  be  arranged.  Any  anglers 
will  be  welcome.  Information  regarding  the  society 
will  be  forwarded  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  Lewis  T. 
Johnson,  Lowestoft. — H.  L,  F. 

Penzance.  —  Sport  good.  Messrs.  Boyton 
(B.S  A.S.)  and  Urry,  had  in  three  catches,  fifteen 
whiting,  twenty-six  bream,  nine  dog-fish,  five 
pollack,  twelve  gurnard,  eighteea  pouting,  six 
mackerel,  two  conger,  two  ling,  one  specimen  161b., 
one  spidercrab,  one  hake  121b  ,  six  wrasse,  one  dory, 
four  scad,  and  thirty  various,  chad;  etc.  Mr. 
Tucker,  Jnnr.  (BS.A.S.),  three  catches,  seven  pol- 
lack, eight  large  pouting,  one  crayfish  51b.,  seven 
large  whiting,  three  mackerel,  one  dogfish,  eight 
bream,  twenty  various.  On  Saturday  evening  one 
catch  on  the  Coines,  eighteen  fair  size  conger,  six 
large  pollack,  twelve  bream,  a  lot  of  chad,  etc. 
Mr.  Humphrey  (B.S.A.S.),  moderate  sport,  two 
catches,  five  pollack,  five  mackerel,  forty  bream, 
ten  wrasse,  thirty  chads,  etc.  We  are  hoping  for 
large  fish  to  be  taken  during  the  next  slack  tides. 
Several  large  schools  of  pilchards  in  the  bay.  Pier 
fishing;  sport  moderate.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymoath. — The  regatta  and  wet  and  stormy 
weather  somewhat  put  a  stop  to  sea  fishing  last 
week.  Some  nice  conger  have  been  taken  fishing 
j  ust  off  the  Batten  Pier.  Herrings  have  made  their 
appearance  inside  the  breakwater,  and  large 
quantities  have  been  takea  this  week  in  the  drift 
nets.  Mackerel  also  are  still  giving  good  sport, 
both  whiffiag  and  at  bottom  fishing.  Chad  are 
very  plentiful,  and  several  dozen  can  be  taken  in  a 
few  hours'  fishing  either  inside  the  breakwater  or 
in  Firestone  Bay. — William  Hearder  (B.S. A.S. ). 

Biamsgate.  —  Fishing,  notwithstanding  the 
weather,  has  improved.  The  boats  fishing  off 
Dumpton  Gap  have  taken  some  nice  codling  and 
dabs.  In  the  bay  sand-dabs  and  plaice  are  plentiful, 
but  the  latter  run  smaller  than  u  ual.  Just  off  the 
harbour  mouth  some  nice  pouting  have  been  landed. 
From  the  West  Pier  dabs,  a  few  whiting,  and 
whiting  pout  have  been  taken ;  also  a  nice  bass, 
about  31b.,  landed  by  Mr.  Laker.  From  the  Iron 
Pier  three  nice  bass  have  been  taken  ;  also  flat  fish 
and  a  few  small  whiting.  Wind  westerly^  strong. — 
Grey  Mullet. 


Walmer. — The  improvement  noted  last  week 
still  continuss,  and  although  no  very  great  or 
startling  takes  have  to  be  recorded,  yet  on  the 
whole  sport  must  be  considered  as  satisfactory  and 
well  up  to  the  average  for  the  time  of  year.  Codling 
of  fair  and  increasing  size  have  been  taken  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  flat  fish,  pouting,  dogfish,  and 
small  congers  are  fairly  plentiful,  and,  best  of  all,  the 
number  of  whiting  landed  day  by  day  is  on  the 
increase,  and  indicates  the  early  commencement  of 
the  sea-fishing  proper.  Week-end  prospects  are 
favourable.  The  heavy  wind  from  W.S.W.  which 
raged  yesterday  increased  during  the  night  to  a 
gale  (accompanied  by  a  drop  of  nearly  hall  an  inch 
in  the  barometer),  but  it  appears  to  have  blown 
itself  out,  and  the  sea  has  sufficiently  moderated 
to  permit  of  fishing  inshore,  although  outside  the  sea 
is  still  very  heavy.  Visitors  would  do  well  to  bring 
a  few  fresh  herrings  with  them  as  '  white"  bait  is 
often  a  useful  change  from  lug.  Although  it  is 
proverbially  unwise  to  prophesy  "unless  you  know," 
it  may  be  said  that  everything  at  present  points  to 
a  successful  season  for  1903-4.  The  benefit  to 
sport  caused  by  the  cessation  of  blasting  operations 
at  the  Patria  wreck  was  hardly  felt  in  its  fullest 
measure  last  year,  and  this  year  even  greater 
improvement  may  be  expected  to  accrue  from  this 
cause,  as  the  increased  number  of  flat-fish  and 
small  fish  taken  this  month  seems  to  indicate. — 
Charles  Hussey  (B.S. A.S. ). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Pjsoatorial  Society. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Sept.  7.  Angling  experiences,  except  in  one  or  two 
instances,  were  poor,  the  extraordinary  weather 
that  has  been  expwienced  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  probably  accounting  for  this.  A  telegram 
from  Mr.  C.  Butler,  at  Harris,  stated  that  he 
had  taken  a  few  sea- trout,  but  that  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown 
had  killed  a  lOlb.  salmon  on  the  May  Fly.  Capt.  A.  E. 
Hay  ward  Pinch,  who  has  been  staying  at  Bude  for  the 
last  six  weeks,  was  only  able  to  put  in  two  days' 
sea-fishing,  owing  to  the  bad  weather  ;  his  best  fish 
was  an  181b.  conger,  taken  on  rod  and  line.  The 
chairman  had  on  the  previous  Saturday  a  fair  take 
of  roach  at  Uxbridge.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  fishing  at 
Hungerford,  had  twenty-six  brace  of  grayling  and 
four  and  a  half  brace  of  trout;  and  Mr.  H.  P. 
Thompson  nineteen  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling  and 
one  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  from  the  same  locality 
during  the  week. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  occupied  the  chair  on  Tuesday 
ast.  a  good  number  of  members  being  pre.sent. 
Applications  for  membership  were  received  from 
two  gentlemen.  Again,  some  good  baskets  of  roach 
have  been  had  at  Kelvedon,  M.  P.  West  taking  fish 
up  to  l^lb.,  and  Mr.  Hayward  securing  several  of 
over  lib.  Mr.  Reid  took  a  quantity  of  bream  at 
Huntingdon,  his  largest  scaling  3Jlb.  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray  had  a  fair  take  of  roach  at  Pangbourne,  though 
none  went  over  lib.  Mr.  Chasteney  had  some  very 
nice  roach  from  private  waters,  and  Mr.  Buckingham 
took  roach  up  to  l|-lb.  The  Chess  was  in  good  ply 
on  Saturday,  in  spite  of  Friday's  downpour,  and  one 
member  secured  two  brace  of  trout.  Some  very 
nice  d  ice  were  taken  by  Mr.  Connellan  at  Hertford. 
Dr.  Dyer  has  had  some  capital  baskets  of  perch 
from  the  Broads.  Mr.  Turner,  just  returned  from 
Devonshire,  reported  taking  three  dozen  good  trout 
a  day,  the  fish  running  up  to  f  ib.  Mr.  Hayward 
opened  a  discussion  on  "  Fishing  at  Kelvedon,"  and 
treated  the  subject  in  a  most  thoughtful  and 
masterly  manner.  Several  members  continued  the 
discussion,  and  a  great  deal  of  useful  information 
was  elicited.  Mr.  Hayward  was  accorded  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  contribution  to  the  evening's 
enjoyment,  and  with  the  usual  toast  and  thanks  to 
the  chairman  for  presiding  the  meeting  closed. — F. 
E.  Eldred,  Hoa.  Sec. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Soceety. 

The  meeting  on  Tuesday  leist,  at  which  Dr.  W.  J. 
Simpson  Ladell,  vice-pres-ident,  took  the  chair,  was 
a  very  agreeable  one,  notwithstanding  that  up  to 
the  close  no  report  had  been  received  from  the 
member."  participating  in  the  outing  to  Huntingdon. 
However,  fishing  reports  were  made  by  Mr. 
Begernie,  who  had  taken  roach  from  the  Thames ; 
while  Mr.  Haynes  had  had  about  a  dozen  chub 
and  dacB,  besides  a  barbel  of  2h\h..  from  near 
Staines.  The  meetmg  was  pleased  to  hear  that 
the  hon.  sec.  had  received  an  eminently  satis- 
factory letter  from  Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay,  M.P., 
confirming  his  acceptance  of  the  presidentship 
of  the  society.  There  was  renewed  discussion  as 
to  the  dentition  of  fishes;  in  connection  therewith 
Mr.  Fosbrooke  exhibited  palate,  etc.,  of  roach.  The 
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remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  interesting 
piscatorial  discussions,  reminiscences,  and  anec- 
dotes. The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  having  been  duly 
honoured,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  able  and  courteous 
chairmen  closed  a  very  pleasant  meeting.  There 
will  be  a  special  meeting  next  Tuesday  (Sept.  15) 
in  connection  with  the  printing  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions. As  far  as  possible  notice  ha<(  been  already 
sent  to  every  member ;  many,  however,  are  known 
to  be  absent  from  town.— Hon.  Sec. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
With  Mr.  E.  Hyde  in  the  chair,  the  reports  from 
some  twenty  of  the  Society's  stations  were  rapidlv 
gone  through.  Dr.  Litton  Forbes,  at  Weymouth 
had  been  fishing  with  Dr.  Wall ;  weather  not  good! 
but  bass  up  to  3|lb.,  wrasse  and  conger,  small  pout- 
ing, and  a  few  mackerel  were  taken.  Mr.  Hearn 
put  in  two  specimen  fish  for  the  J  903-4  competition 
caught  at  BalJycotton.  h  ed  gurnard  61b.  loz.  and 
a  pollack  of  111b.  The  usual  complaints  as  to 
trawling  on  the  nursery  grounds  in  Pegwell  Bav 
and  the  taking  of  small  fish  in  Dover  Bay  were 
brought  forward  Three  steam-yaohts  actively 
engaged,  and  two  fishing  -  boats  propelled 
by  steam  were  reported,  and  some  action 
in  the  matter  was  urged.  Mr.  Young  had  been 
fashmg  at  Fowey  for  three  weeks.  Weather  mostly 
unsuitable  but  had  taken  bass  up  to  41b.,  pollack 
^  91b.  Dr.  Wall,  fishing  at  Weymouth,  gave  an  inter- 
:  esfing  report  of  the  capabilities  of  the  p  ace  ;  but  the 
prevailing  wind  and  sea  had  terribly  marred  the 
sport  there  and,  comparing  it  with  D.  al,  gave 
Falmouth  the  palm.  The  chairman  reported  upon 
hshmg  at  Falmouth  and  neighbourhood  and  from 
Coveraok;  had  taken  pollack  up  to  lUIb  red 
gurnard  and  few  mackerel.  At  Coverack  found 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  baits,  but  noticed  with 
satisfaction  that  as  the  pilchards  were  exppcted  in 
the  objectionable  crab  and  lobster  pots  and 
hammel  nets  had  been  raised.  Mr.  S.  Tucker  at 
Deal,  had  one  and  a  half  score  of  dabs  up  to  lib 
one  score  of  whiting  up  to  lOoz  ,  and  much  small  fry! 
1  he  winners  of  cup  and  medals  in  the  1902-3 
specimen  fish  competition  were  announced  as  fol- 
lows: The  Sarcelle  challenge  cup.  for  the  greatest 
number  of  points  made,  to  C.  W.  Croft  Hand  ley, 
his  cod,  131b.  bemg  the  best  fish  in  that  cla/s 
bilver  medals  for  pouting,  21b.  2oz.,  to  H  Hakers, 
for  a  turbot  of  141b.  loz.,  and  a  sea  bream  of  4ilb.  • 
Bates  though  a  winner  in  both  classes,  took 
^  V  ^"^^^'^  A  mackerel  of  Ilb.9ioz 

r  if'^  ''°°8er,  26ib.,  J.  J.  Green;  skate, 
i'fl  '  u-  •  Hearn;  ,ei  gurnnrd.  31b..  C.  J.  Cris- 
field  ;  whitmg,  2|lb.,  E.  C  Fisk ;  dab.  lib.  3oz., 
T  •    V::,-  ■  '■,  "^rass^.  3ib.   6oz..   G,    A.  Maull 

Jn  addition  under  the  notable  specimens  arranae- 
ment,  G  VVheeler  took  a  silver  medal  for  a  201b 
hng.  ar,d  Mr.  E.  C  Parker  a  bronze  medal  for  a 
hake  ot  161b.  The  full  programme  of  engagements 
for  the  winter  session  l  as  been  issued  to  member... 
the  subject  for  discussion  nexr,  Wednesday  was 
announced  as  "The  Preservation  of  Specimen  Fish 
and  Halts,  to  be  opened  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Croft 
Handley. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J  Jagels  presided  over  a  small  meeting  on 

.'^'"P*^-,  ^V,        ^^^^  ^'^'^  championship  were 

issued.  They  have  been  very  carefully  drawn  up 
so  as  to  eliminate  as  much  as  possible  the  element 
of  chance,  and  let  "the  best  man  win."  Records  of 
fish  are  not  very  good.  Mr.  C.  Mitchell  has  taken  a 
large  quantity  of  small  perch;  Mr.  J.  Parsons 
from  the  Thames,  101b.  of  good  class  roach' 
averaging  14oz.,  and  a  pike  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Ravner, 
roach  and  chub  up  to  2|lb  ;  Mr.  Clements.  sn.all 
pike;  Mr.  J.  Potter,  from  club  water,  dace  up  to 
12oz.,  perch,  chub,  and  a  trout  of  21b.  This  ang'er 
had  a  most  mortifying  experience,  as  he  took  a 
dace  scaling  just  over  Kb  ,  which  put  in  one  or  t^o 
acrobatic  leaps  after  being  grassed,  and  getting 
back  to  the  river  escaped.  Mr.  F.  Berry  a  leash  of 
tench  from  Thames,  best,  2^1b  ;  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  a 
number  of  silver  bream,  and  Mr.  Dunn,  roach  from 
the  Lea. — G.  W. 


Wote5  from  Uje  iTorf^. 

The  present  back-end  season  for  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  (finnock)  angling  promises  to  be  one  of  the  best. 
On  the  Tay,  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  North  and  South 
Esks,  etc.,  fish  are  plentiful  and  already  good, 
getting  better  with  every  succeeding  tide  or  rLso  in 
the  river  otherwise. 

"  Where  can  I  get  a  few  weeks'  inexpensive 
salmon-fi.shing  ?  "  is  a  que.stion  constantly  being 
asked.  There  are  a  few  open  places,  and  in  u 
season  like  the  present  one  may  safely  "  chuck  and 
chance  it  "  on  hotel  or  ticket  waters  as  the  case  may 
be.  The  advertisement  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  afford  a  good  and  reliable  list  to  choose  from 

The  Earl  and  Countess  of  Aberdeen  have  the 
Aboyne  Castle  Dee  waters  for  the  autumn  season. 
Lady  Marjory  last  week  grassed  a  real  autumn 
beauty  of  lOilb.  fresh  up  with  sea-lice  on  it. 

The  rivers  were  all  out  of  order  most  of  last  week 
owing  to  a  succession  of  floods  which  came  just  a*  the 
most  opportune  moment.  They  are  now  setthng, 
and  sport  is  improving. 

On  the  Grandholm  Don  water  Mr.  George  David- 
son had  five  fine  fresh  run  autumn  salmon,  of  141b 
181b.,  221b.,  231b.,  and  261b..  on  Thursday,  Friday^ 
and  Saturday.    The  Comitess  of  Suffolk  and  her 
party  are  also  doing  well  here. 

On  Thvu-sday  night  the  Queen  entertained  her 
servants  and  their  friends  to  a  grand  ball  prior  to 
her  departure  for  the  Continent.  The  Royal  party 
looked  on,  but  did  not  take  any  part  in  the  dance. 
This  honour  is  reserved  for  the  "  gillies'  ball,"  which 
closes  the  season,  at  wliich  all  classes,  from  the  Iving 
downwards,  get  mixed  up. 


With  the  comparative  failui'e  of  the  grouse  and 
the  lateness  of  the  partridge  and  covert  shooting  in 
the  North,  a  good  salmon  season  is  all  the  more 
enjoyed,  and  especially  by  the  hostess  with  a  large 
house-party  of  sporting  guests  on  her  hands. 

With  the  muddy  state  of  the  rivers,  on  account  of 
the  heavy  floods,  large  baits  and  heavy  spring 
lures  have  been  strongly  in  evidence  dm-ing"'the  past 
ten  days.  But  with  the  shrinkage  of  the  waters  a 
return  will  soon  be  made  to  the  smaller  sizes  of 
salmon-flies.  The  heaviest  autumn  fish  are  often 
got  on  the  very  tiniest  of  grilse  hooks. 

Mr.  John  Byres  Leake  has  taken  two  rods  on  the 
Inchmarlo  Dee  water  for  the  spring  months  from  M^. 
Duncan  Davidson,  of  Inchmarlo.  The  proprietor 
reserves  one  rod  for  himself.  The  demand  for 
spring  waters  is  apparently  keener  than  ever. 

The  capture  of  a  trout  in  the  Ullage  of  Alyth  is 
chronicled  as  a  great  event,  but  it  was  a  "  daily 
occiu-rence  along  the  low-lying  villages  of  Donside 
in  my  boyhood,  as  no  doubt  elsewhere  in  times  of 
^ood.  Special  Scotch. 


South  London  United  Visiting  List. 
Secretaries  of  the  societies  who  fished  in  the 
Yaldmg  match  will  greatly  oblige  if  they  would 
return  any  unsold  tickets  and  cash,  etc.,  to  enable 
me  to  prepare  the  piize  list,  ready  for  the  distribu- 
tion at  the  Bermondsey  Bros,  very  shortly  Sub- 
scription for  the  season  are  due,  and  any  alteration 
eittier  m  club  or  secretaries  will  obliae— \  G 
Smith.  Hon.  Sec.  °      -  • 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  bv  W  H  Allpn  anri  Or. 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co    LtaUed  S 
Dunstan^s  House,  fetter-lau;,  London,  Publishers  tHhl  indi^ 
^^J'l--^<^j,^^^OQmoftheseText  Books,  Class  Books  HistOTies 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  hid  on  apKon 


THE  NEST  OF  THE  LAMPREY  EEL. 

Members  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
are  very  much  interested  at  present  in  the  two 
entirely  new  and  curious  developments  of  ichthyo- 
logical  Ufe  which  have  been  quite  recently  brought 
to  their  attention.  Several  days  ago  the  official  in 
charge  of  the  Government  fish  hatchery  lianded  in 
his  report  for  the  month  of  May  to  Mr.  Titcomb, 
the  official  who  attends  to  the  distribution  of  fish 
about  over  the  United  States,  and  must  be  kept 
posted  as  to  the  progress  of  work  at  the  hatcheries. 
In  reading  over  this  report  Mr.  Titcomb  was  so 
struck  with  the  following  that  he  had  copies  of  it 
typewritten  and  sent  to  other  members  of  the  com- 
mission, as  well  as  to  leading  ichthyologists  through- 
out the  country.  In  the  following  extract  from  the 
report  mentioned,  the  chief  of  the  Government  fish 
hatchery  describes,  for  the  first  time,  the  manner  in 
which  the  lamprey  eel  buil  is  and  protects  its  nest,  all 
of  which  he  observed  himself.    He  says  : — 

"  On  May  19,  a  pair  of  lamprey  eels  were  seen 
spawning  in  rather  swift  water  above  the  rack. 
The  larger  of  the  pair,  supposed  to  be  a  male, 
was  probably  18in.  long,  the  smaller  about  14in. 
Another  small  male  was  seen  hovering  around  the 
nest.  The  nest  was  cleaned  of  sediment  and  gravel 
by  fanning  with  their  tails,  at  the  same  time  holding 
themselves  in  place  by  fastening  on  to  larger  rocks 
with  their  suckers.  When  they  encountered  stones 
too  large  to  be  removed  by  fanning,  they  would 
fasten  to  them  with  their  suckers,  and  pull  them 
down  stream  out  of  the  way.  If  the  stone  was  too 
large  for  one,  they  would  both  take  hold  of  it,  and. 


by  pulhng  together,  they  would  remove  it.  At  one 
time  they  encountered  a  stone  that  was  too  large  for 
the  pair,  when  the  smaller  male,  that  was  loitering 
around  the  nest,  came  to  their  a.ssistance,  and  the 
three  removed  it.  In  pulhng  the  stoneH  they 
worked  together,  and  never  made  a  mistake  o'f 
pulhng  in  opposite  directions.  If  the  stone.s  were 
not  large  they  would  frequently  push  them  across 
the  current,  and  out  of  the  way.  ]  saw  them  remo\  e 
stones  as  large  as  the  bowl  of  a  pint  dipper,  and  that 
must  have  weighed  over  21b.  After  the  nest  wa.s 
coniplotod  the  female  proceeded  to  deposit  her  eggs, 
and,  after  spawning,  the  eggs  were  covered  by  fan- 
ning fine  silt  and  sand  over  them,  the  same  a.s  wheri 
cleaning  the  nest.  The  eggs  were  so  small  they 
could  not  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye." 

Until  the  present  year,  the  fish  commission  never 
succeeded  in  raising  brook,  speckled,  rainbow 
Scotch,  and  steel-head  trout,  land-locked,  British 
and  Atlantic  salmon  in  the  gla,ss  display  tanks  of 
the  miLseum  and  aquarium,  which  occupies  the 
entire  first  floor  of  the  commi.ssion  building.  These 
fine  food  fishes,  acciLstomcd  to  clear  and  cold  waters, 
were  unable  to  survive  the  summers  of  this  latitude', 
so  that  when  warm  weather  arrived  they  either  died 
or  were  shipped  back  to  the  stations  in  New  England, 
the  great  lakes,  the  Rocky  Mountains,  or  the  moun- 
tains of  North  Carolina,  and  replaced  with  common 
ba.ss,  crappie,  eels,  English  tench,  golden  ide,  catfish 
carp,  buffalo  fish,  goldfish,  and  other  fish  able  to  stand 
hot  weather  and  warm  water.  This  summer,  how- 
ever, visitors  to  the  commi.ssion's  miLseum  and 
aquarium  have  been  astonished  over  seeing  all  these 
cold-water  fishes  in  the  very  pink  of  condition,  and 
have  wondered  how  the  commission  managed  to 
thus  keep  fish  that  can  only  hve  in  cold  water 
enough  to  give  one  swimming  in  it  instant  cramps. 

The  manner  in  which  this  was  accomplLshed, 
however,  was  simple  enough.    Last  winter  the  com- 
riiLssion  installed  an  ice  plant  in  the  ba.sement  of 
their  bmldmg,  and  constructed  a  reservoir  in  the 
yard  back  of  the  building.    A  series  of  pipes  con- 
necting the  reservoir,  ice  plant,  and  disrlay  tanks 
were  then  installed,  so  that  it  is  now  possible  to  pump 
the  water  from  the  reservoir  into  the  ice  plant,  cool  it 
down  to  a  temperature  of  50deg.,  and  pipe  it  into 
the  display  tanks  containing  the  trout  and  salmon. 
If  this- water  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  dis- 
play tanks  for  so  much,  even,  as  30  minutes,  it 
would  tm-n  warm,  and  to  maintain  it  at  the  tem- 
perature above  mentioned  it  is  led  off  immediately 
through  a  system  of  pipes  back  to  the  reservoir. 
Thus  the  same  water  is  used  over  and  over,  con- 
tinu  usly.    Of  course,  the  different  species  of  salmon 
and  trout  come  from  widely-separated  sections,  and 
some  are  used  to  colder  waters  than  others,  but  it  is 
impossible  for  the  commission  to  prepare  the  water 
at  different  temperatures  for  each,  and  so  50deg.  has 
been  adopted  as  coming  nearer  to  suiting  all  species 
than  any  other  temperature.    The  effect  is  at  once 
noticeable  in  the  condition  of  the  fish.    The  brook 
trout,  indigenous  to  New  England,  where  the  tem- 
perature of  the  brook  waters  is  rarely  above  oOdeg., 
are  in  fine  condition.    The  rainbow  trout,  which 
thrive  best  in  the  moimtains  of  Tennessee,  North 
Carolina,    Kentucky,    West   Virginia,    and  Penn- 
sylvania, are  also  looking  well,  although  the  water 
IS  a  trifle  too  cool  for  them,  while  the  Atlantic  and 
land-locked  sahnon  and  Scotch  trout,  accustomed 
to  the  cold  waters  of  Maine,  New  Brunswick, 
Labrador,  and  Scotland,  are  not  doing  so  well.—' 
Washington  Post. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery- lane,  London,  E.C. 

10,557.     Winches,   etc.;  fishing.      Patentee:  A. 

Walker,     62.    Union  grove,  Aberdeen! 
Ropes,  guiding.    Consists  of  means  for 
controlling  the  winding  of  ropes  on  the 
barrels  of  winches,  etc.,  and  is  especially 
applicable  in  connection  with  trawl-net 
winches.    The  rope  is  guided  between  a 
pair  of  rollers  mounted   in  a  carriage 
which  runs  in  guides  parallel  to  the  axis 
of  the  barrel.    The  carriage  is  moved  at 
such  a  rate  a=i  to  lay  the  rope  properly  on 
the  barrel  by  means  of  a  rack  actuated 
through  gearing  from  a  heart  cam,  rotated 
by  a  clutch  and  worm  gear  from  the  main 
driving  shaft.    The  carriage  is  coupled 
to  its  rack  by  a  transversely  eliding  pin. 
One  end  of  this  pin  is  guide  1  on  a  bar, 
pivoted  on  arms  of  shafts,  and  normally 
held  in  such  a  position  that  the  pin  is 
depressed  and  out  of  engagement  with 
the  carriage.    The  arm  is  so  connected 
with  the  clutch  lever  that,  on  throwing 
in  the  clutch,  the  spring  falls  over  the 
arm  and  raises  the  pin  into  engagement 
with  the  carriage. 
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^offings  bg  ti)c  i^ag. 

"  When  one  wishes  1o  he  agreeable  in  society,  one 
must  submit  to  he  taught  many  things  hy  people  ivho 
know  nothinrj  about  thim." — X. 


"The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  is  :  Chad, 
sole,  flounder,  plaice,  dab,  marysole,  halibut,  turbot, 
brill,  conger  eel,  trout,  salmon,  peal,  launce, 
pollack,  colefish,  lythe,  hake,  whiting,  bream,  bass, 
mullet,  smelt,  scad,  dory,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard, 
ray,  sprat,  herring,  pilchard,  shad,  anchovy,  and  all 
shell  fish."  This  was  Mr.  W.  Hearder's  list  for 
August,  so  I  thought  I  would  see  what  could  be 
done  at  Deal,  and  consequently  had  a  "week-end'' 
there  on  Aug.  28-30.  Now  for  the  sea  !  Calm ; 
dirty;  sport  "off."  Very  few  boats  "off."  I  saw 
dear  old  "Ned"  Hanger,  who  is  getting  better,  but 
not  quite  up  to  his  usual  form.  Then  to  the  Pier, 
in  search  of  Mr.  Richardson,  who  was  "  not  there, 
me  chee-ild."  But,  to  my  delight,  I  saw  about 
6ft.  4in.  of  Mr.  Chas.  Hussey  (our  Walmer  corre- 
spondent) in  company  with  M.  1' Abbe  de  Leeong  (at 
least,  that's  what  it  sounded  like),  and  we  talked 
fish,  and  photography,  and  prospects  of  the  coming 
Deal  fishing  season, 

***** 

Without  a  doubt  Deal  is  a  very  popular  resort, 
both  for  visitors  and  sea-anglers,  and  the  South- 
Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  Company  can,  and 
will,  and  do  run  you  from  London  to  Deal  in  a  little 
over  two  hours.  Now  for  fishing  !  I  had  no  tackle 
with  me,  but  I  managed  to  come  away  with  a  score 
of  very  fine  whiting.  What  bait  ?  Tell  you  next 
week. 

***** 
By  the  way,  the  programme  of  the  winter  se?>sion 
(1903-4)  of  the  B.S.A.S.  has  been  issued  to 
members.  On  Sept.  16,  Mr.  C.  W.  Croft  Handley 
will  read  a  paper  on  "  Preservation  of  Specimen 
Fish  and  Baits  "  ;  Sept.  23,  a  paper  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker  on  "  Deal  and  its  Association  with  English 
History"  ;  Sept.  30,  a  paper  by  Dr.  C.  S.Patterson. 
•  «  •  ♦  •  _ 

Then,  on  Oct.  7  there  will  be  a  musical  evening, 
when  the  Sarcelle  cup  and  specimen  fish  medals  will 
be  presented.  October  to  March  are  the  best 
months  for  sea-fishing  at  Deal.  The  B.S.A.S.  boat 
competition  takes  place  on  Nov.  14,  15,  and  16; 
and  the  Pier  competition  on  Nov.  22  and  following 
days.  This  reminds  me  that  on  October  1  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chas.  Hussey  have  secured  that  well- 
known  and  favourably  situated  boarding  establish- 
ment, Dudley  House,  Beach  Parade,  Deal  (opposite 
the  Pier),  and  will  be  ready  to  receive  visitors  and 
anglers  on  strictly  moderate  terms.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hussey  have  had  long  and  practical  experience 
of  sea-fishing,  and  consequently  understand  the 
requirements  of  sea  fishermen  (and  women),  and  I 
feel  quite  certain  that  the  excellence  of  the  table 
and  home  comforts  will  receive  careful  personal 
attention  and  supervision.  Early  application  should 
be  made  to  St.  Winifreds,  Walmer,  as  no  doubt 
there  will  be  more  visitors  than  Dudley  House  will 
be  able  to  accommodate. 


Mr.  C.  I.  King,  a  member  of  the  Earl  Darnley 
Angling  Society,  has  been  away  fishing  on  the  Nor- 
folk Broads.  Roach,  rudd,  and  bream  he  went 
for,  but  thought  he  would  have  a  day  or  two  at 
Gorleston.  Seeing  others  catching  fish,  he  utilised 
his  light  roach  rod  and  very  light  tackle,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  catching  in  less  than  an  hour  eleven  fine 
dabs,  one  whiting,  and  one  butt  of  about  21b., 
which  was  foul-hooked  and  gave  some  exciting 
play.    Ragworm  was  the  bait  used. 


On  Saturday  last  the  twelfth  annual  championship 
of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  and  the  eleventh 
annual  Bridgwater  Challenge  Shield  Competition 
in  connection  with  the  same  fishery,  was  decided 
simultaneously  at  Worsley.  Just  before  noon  a 
deluge  made  the  banks  almost  impassable  for 
pedestrians,  and  the  water  was  ruined  by  top  and 
drainage  water.  The  sport  was  wretched,  and  the 
weights  miserably  small.  The  best  weight  for  the 
shield  was  15oz.  6dr.,  and  obtained  by  the  Tyldesley 
Angling  Society.  For  the  gold  medal  and  champion- 
ship Mr,  E.  A.  Goodwin,  Duchy  Angling  Society, 
had  7oz  4  Jdr.  The  silver  medal  was  won  by  Mr.  J. 
Charlson,  Tyldesley. 


Mb.  E.  Gbe«,  of  Cornwall,  sent  the  editor  a 
magnificent  specimen  of  the  angler  fish.  It  was 
caught  in  the  nets,  and  weighed  581b.  ;  it  was 
3ft.  Sin.  in  length,  and  the  head  weighed  211b.  In 
the  absence  of  the  editor  it  was  seen  by  several 
prominent  members  of  the  B.S  A.S.,  and  Mr.  A.  O. 
Minchin  said  that  had  it  been  taken  by  rod  and 
line  it  would  have  occupied  a  niche  in  the  B.S.A.S. 


club  room.  However,  he  pronounced  it  very  excel- 
lent eating.  Consequently  it  was  despatched  to  the 
Portugal  in  Fleet-street  (noted  for  tomato  puddings), 
and  after  being  admired  by  crowds  of  visitors.  Host 
Chottle  ordered  it  to  be  cut  up,  cooked,  and  eaten. 
Mr.  Minchin  was  correct  —it  was  delicious.  A 
photograph  has  been  taken,  and  later  may  appear 
with  a  description  of  this  wonderful  fish. 


The  American  President  recently  visited  the 
Yellowstone  Park  to  observe  wild  animals  in  the 
open,  but  there  is  a  region  south  of  it,  between  the 
Shoshone  and  Teton  Mountains,  where  they  are 
even  more  abundant  than  in  the  National  Park. 
Frederic  Irland  spent  two  months  there  this  spring 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  observing  and  photograph- 
ing them,  and  he  brought  out  a  wonderful  series  of 
pictures  of  elk,  antelope,  and  black-tailed  deer, 
many  of  whi -h  are  reproduced  and  accompany 
his  article  on  "The  Wyoming  Game  Stronghold" 
in  the  September  Scrihnera. 


"THE  BIG  ONE  THAT  BROKE  AWAY." 

Dedicated — without  leave  or  license — to 
Mr.  Robert  Stanley. 

There's  a  fish  that  never  an  angler  yet 

But  hoped  one  day  to  land  ; 
Whether  fisher  he  upon  Tay  or  Dee, 

Or  a  Cockney  from  the  Strand. 
No  creel  has  held  it,  no  balance  bumped 

With  the  weight  of  that  mighty  prey. 
It  roams  still  free  in  lake  or  sea — 

The  Big  One  that  Broke  Away. 

We  all  have  hooked  it,  and  felt  the  thrill 

That  the  tightening  line  has  sent ; 
Still  a  pleasant  dream  is  the  winch's  scream 

And  the  rod  point  downward  bent. 
A  heavy  plunge,  and  a  vicious  lunge. 

Finished,  alas  !  the  fray  ; 
As  he  waved  his  tail  "very  like  a  whale  " 

Was  the  Big  One  that  Broke  Away. 

The  urchin  tells,  with  shouts  and  yells. 

The  tale  to  his  boyish  chums  ; 
How  that  tiddler  grand  he'd  failed  to  land 

Through  imperfectly  tied-on  "  wums"  ; 
We  recall  the  time,  thro'  manhood's  prime, 

And  Age,  till  its  dying  day, 
Hopes  to  hook  once  more,  and  bring  to  shore, 

The  Big  One  that  Broke  Away. 

No  season's  limit,  no  country's  bounds 

That  splendid  fish  can  hold ; 
It  has  bitten  often  in  summer's  heat. 

And  as  oft  in  the  winter's  cold  ; 
Yet  still  we  try,  with  bait  and  fly. 

In  December,  March,  or  May, 
To  hook  again,  and  feel  the  strain 

Of  the  Big  One  that  Broke  Away. 

In  our  mind's  eye  still,  we  tot  the  bill 

That  a  handsome  case  would  cost. 
Should  we  ever  catch  a  fish  to  match 

The  leviathan  we  lost. 
But  we  never  shall,  for  the  fish  we  land 

Are  unlighted  by  the  ray. 
Through  whose  glamour  glows,  in  heroic  pose. 

The  Big  One  that  Broke  Away. 

When  pipes  are  lighted,  and  anglers  meet 

At  club  or  at  riverside  ; 
As  the  weed  exhales,  and  fi-hing  tales 

Stretch  far,  and  deep,  and  wide. 
We  each  in  turn  impatient  yearn 

To  the  others  to  display 
The  account  of  how  we  loved  and  lost 

The  Big  One  that  Broke  Away. 

LOBWOEM. 


"The  inhabitants  and  visitors  at  Looe  have 
witnessed  some  interesting  scenes  during  the  last 
few  days.  On  Sunday  afternoon  a  school  of 
mackerel  came  within  a  few  yards  of  the  shore  at 
East  Looe.  Immediately  the  fish  were  seen  the  signal 
was  given,  and  the  men  were  soon  on  the  spot  with 
the  nets.  It  was  easy  to  enclose  them,  a?  they  were 
on  the  east  eideof  the  Pier,  where  there  is  a  long  stretch 
of  sand.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  there  were 
indications  of  other  fish  being  in  the  bay.  The  men 
got  out  the  boat,  ran  a  seine  right  across  the 
bay,  and  then  hauled  ashore.  To  the  astonishment 
of  all  present,  there  was  close  upon  a  ton  of  fish  in 
the  net,  consisting  mostly  of  pollack,  bass,  and 
plaice.  Unfortunately  for  the  fishermen,  there  was 
no  train  to  take  it  to  London,  being  the  Sabbath, 
and  it  was  sold  to  local  buyers.  Incredible  as  it 
may  appear  to  persons  living  in  towns,  who  have  to 
pay  IJd.  and  2d.  a  pound  for  fish,  the  whole  lot,  ap- 
proaching, it  is  estimated,  nearly  a  ton  in  weight, 
was  disposed  of  for  a  guinea.  On  Monday  the 
fishermen  had  a  similar  experience,  excepting  that 


the  haul  was  not  so  large.  The  price  offered  was 
ridiculously  low.  There  must  have  been  nearly 
500  fair- sized  pollack  in  the  net,  as  they  almost 
filled  three  large  'maunds,'  and  the  first  offer  was 
48.  the  lot.  A  private  person  bought  eight  plaice 
from  ths  same  party,  and  was  charged  a  shilline." 
[I  wish  I  had  been  that  "private"  person,  as  I'm 
very  fond  of  plaice.] 


The  guiaoa  priza  for  the  largest  fish  captured 
(bar  jack),  given  by  the  proprietor  of  the  Welsh 
Harp  Lake,  was  won  on  Sept.  6  by  Mr.  Healey 
with  a  bream  of  221b.  He  also  weighed  in  bream, 
etc.,  up  to  lljib.  Messrs.  Smith  and  Hillier  had 
about  201b.  of  fish.  The  prize  for  Sept.  12  will  be 
for  the  largest  jack  taken  in  the  Welsh  Harp 
Fisheries.    For  further  particulars,  see  advt. 


I  heab  from  Mr,  Scard,  of  the  Old  Ferryboat 
Fishery,  Holywell,  Hunts,  that  the  Ouse  is  in 
"pretty  good  trim,"  and  anglers  are  having  fair 
sport.    Roach  up  to  l^lb.  each  are  being  taken. 


The  members  of  the  Eye  (Suffolk)  Angling  Club 
fished  their  last  competition  of  the  season  at  Hoxne, 
on  Sept.  8,  when  Messrs.  Gooderham,  Leggett,  and 
Beckett  were  the  most  successful. 


The  New  York  Aquarium  has  now  one  of  the 
finest  collections  of  fish  to  be  found  in  any  aquarium 
in  the  world.  Two  orange  file  fish  have  been  added. 
A  peculiar  characteristic  of  this  fish  is  that  it  seems 
to  be  standing  on  its  head  while  stationary  or  swim- 
ming. The  largest  shark  of  the  season  may  be  seen 
daily.  It  is  five  feet  long.  There  are  eight  other 
smaller  ones.  A  number  of  large  lobsters  have  been 
placed  in  the  tanks  lately.  All  kinds  of  crabs  may 
be  seen  in  the  tanks.  Eighteen  mirror  carp  have 
been  added  to  the  collection.  One  of  them  is 
twenty-seven  inches.  A  specimen  of  the  fish  known 
as  the  "Slippery  Dick"  has  been  received  from 
Bermuda.  The  name  originated  from  the  ease  with 
which  the  fish  slips  from  one's  hand  when  apparently 
sure  of  him.  The  fish  is  about  six  inches  long. 
Narrow  bands  of  pink  and  chocolate  run  lengthwise, 
with  other  delicate  tints.  The  tail  is  even  more 
highly  coloured.  It  was  placed  in  a  tank  with 
other  fish,  and  its  slippery  qualities  have  been  used 
to  good  advantage  in  keeping  away  from  other  fish 
who  resent  his  intrusion. 


A  TOUGH  story  of  a  new  mining  industry  is 
told  by  an  old  sailor  who  once  spent  some  months 
in  the  Arctic  regions.  "This  cold  weather  you 
have  here,"  he  said,  "is  rather  mild,  and  not  at  all 
what  I'm  used  ter.  I  don't  believe  I'll  ever  get 
what  I  want  this  side  of  Labrador.  You  don't 
have  to  fish  for  cod  down  to  Labrador.  You  just 
gits  a  pick  and  shovel  and  mines  'em,  just  mine 
'em  out  of  the  icebergs.  They're  frozen  in  fast. 
Some  of  'em  have  been  in  there  for  a  million 
years,  more  or  less.  They  got  catched  up  some 
time  and  just  frozen  in.  A  whaling  man 't  knows 
his  business  can  tell  offhand  where  he'd  strike  a 
paying  lead.  He  lands  a  crew  on  a  berg,  and  they  i 
cut  a  level  place-  to  stand  on  and  then  just  open  } 
galleries  into  the  ice.  You  find  the  cod  in  seams  ' 
like  coal,  I  never  worked  in  a  coal  pit,  but  I've 
had  the  thing  explained  to  me,  and  it's  about  the 
same.  The  cod  were  swimming  around  and  a  i 
layer  of  them  got  frozen.  Then  would  come  a  layer 
of  plain  ice  underneath,  without  any  trimmings, 
and  afterward  another  layer  of  cod.  It's  colder 
work  than  fishing,  cod  mining  is,  but  the  returns 
are  quicker." 


Spoofkins  was  talking  with  his  friend  SUnger 
the  other  evening  on  the  subject  of  a  recent  fishing 
excursion,  and  wound  up  a  long  yarn  with :  "  It 
turned  out  to  be  a  splendid  roach  weighing  31b.  loz." 
"  Pooh  !  I  don't  think  much  of  that,"  said  SUnger. 
"  On  my  last  outing  I  caught  a  roach  weighing 
41b.  IJoz,"  "That  is  a  He,"  retorted  Spoofkins. 
"  Well,  isn't  it  lies  we  are  telling  ?  " 


Thanks  to  "  Brown  Owl,"  we  got  at  the 
truth  of  the  twelve  IJlb.  chub.  Sorry  Mr. 
Bushell  should  have  been  inconvenienced  by 
the  false  report,  but  it  was  not  his  fault  that 
the  Birmingham  paper  misrepresented  him. 
Mr.  Steinhart  showed  me  a  couple  of  dace  (part 
of  a  catch  of  fourteen,  which  weighed  14f  oz.  each. 
The  remainder  were  returned.  Now,  these  wei-e 
dace,  and  Mr.  S,  can  boast  of  many  over  a  pound. 
I  shall  ask  him  for  a  day  on  his  private  fishery,  and, 
if  fortunate,  add  one  or  two  of  these  pounders  to 
the  collection  already  in  the  possession  of 

Dragnet. 
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mtist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  seventeenth  annual  contest,  promoted  by 
the  Birmingham  Angling  Association,  takes  place 
on  Monday  next  at  Tewkesbury,  and  from  thr  way 
in  which  the  contest  tickets  have  gone  off,  the 
aSair  looks  like  being  a  great  success.  The 
entrance  fee  is  fixed  at  6d.,  and  the  first  prize 
will  be  £8,  the  second  £6,  and  the  third  £4, 
and  numerous  prizes  in  proportionate  value. 
The  first  prize  winner  will  also  have  a  diploma 
of  merit,  and  the  club  to  which  he  belongs 
to  will  also  have  a  diploma,  and  will  be  the 
holders  for  the  next  twelve  months  of  the  silver 
challenge  cup.  The  fare  for  the  double  journey  is 
fixed  at  2s.  9a.  The  first  train  will  leave  New-street, 
Midland  Railway  Co.,  at  5.45.  There  will  be  three 
trains.  The  first  train  to  leave  Tewkesbury  will  be 
7.45.  Contest  tickets  are  on  sale  at  the  tackle-shops 
The  headquarters  of  the  association  will  be  at 
the  Old  Black  Bear.  Marquees  will  be  erected 
on  the  ground  close  to  the  river  for  the  sale  of 
refreshments.  The  contest  will  be  fished  under  the 
association  rules  ;  due  notice  will  be  given  as  to  the 
distribution  of  prizes.  The  Gun  A.S.  fi^h  a  bye 
contest  on  Sept.  13  at  Alrewas  in  the  canal  ;  the 
prizes  are  above  the  average,  and  a  large  number  of 
members  will  enter  into  the  competition.  Some 
fine  eels  have  lately  been  taken  from  the  canal  at 
Lichfield,  one  was  taken  last  week  which  weighed 
over  51b.  The  Avon  at  Defford  is  coming  back  to 
its  old  form  again:  we  shall  have  a  number  of 
bye  contests  fished  here  before  the  month  is  out ; 
the  fish  have  got  down  to  this  part  of  the  river, 
and  some  very  good  fish  have  been  taken  by 
the  local  anglers.  The  Severn  is  above  the  normal 
level  owing  to  the  recent  rains,  but  with  fair 
weather  the  water  will  be  all  right  for  the  big 
contest  on  Monday,  Sept.  14.  All  the  canals  and 
pools  are  in  fine  condition,  and  perch  and  roach 
have  been  taken  in  fair  quantities. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

The  remarkable  variations  in  the  weather  during 
the  past  ten  days  have  not  been  conducive  to 
satisfactory  sport.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy 
rains  that  have  fallen,  the  waters  are  slill  on 
the  clear  side,  and  the  utmost  care  in  the  selection 
and  manipulation  of  tackle  is  an  absolute  necessity, 
Roach  fishing  has  considerably  improved  on  the 
Witham  since  the  rainfall,  but  tne  season  has 
been  all  against  bream.  With  the  exception  of 
a  few  good  specimens  taken  from  the  deeps  on 
the  lower  reaches  there  is  really  nothing  of  note 
to  report.  Perch  have,  on  occasions,  taken  very 
well  to  the  worm,  and  fish  of  this  particular  variety 
have  been  killed  weighing  up  to  2lb.  Very  few 
pike  have  yet  been  accounted  for.  One  angler  on 
Pointon  Fen  last  week  killed  one  and  a  half  brace, 
but  the  largest  did  not  weigh  more  than  31b. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Not  much  sport  has  been  participated  in  this 
week,  owing  to  the  stormy  weather,  yet  last 
week  pport  was  fairly  good  in  most  quarters  especi- 
ally on  the  Lincolnshire  waters.  The  Hull  Roach 
Club  visited  Austin  Fen,  on  the  river  Ludd,  for  their 
second  match  of  the  season  and  had  some  good 
sport,  Mr.  William  Crossland  taking  the  first  prize 
with  over  a  stone  of  nice  roach.  Messrs.  R.  H. 
Barlow,  Carle,  and  others  also  had  very  good 
takes  of  fish.  The  Albion  Angling  Association  of 
Hull  also  fished  a  match  on  the  same  river  at 
Tboresby  Bridge,  but  owing  to  the  stormy  weather 
on  the  day  in  question  only  had  poor  spoit,  Mr. 
Frank  Carle  being  first  prize  winner  wiih  a  little 
short  of  21b.  of  fish.  A  few  club  matches  have  been 
decided  on  the  river  Hull  during  the  past  week  or 
so,  but  only  moderate  sport  was  had  at  any 
of  them.  The  "  Oxonians  "  fished  at  Weelferry, 
but  owing  to  wind,  rain,  and  weeds  the  takes  were 
snaall,  Messrs.  Jno.  Daddy  and  J.  Jones  tying 
with  21b.  3foz.  each  for  first  prize ;  and  the  Stone- 
ferry  A.S.  fished  at  Hull  Bridge  with  very  little 
better  success,  Mr.  G.  Hastick  taking  first  prize 
V  ith  2ib.  6oz.,  and  Mr.  T.  Chester  the  second  with  21b. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

After  repeated  attempts,  and  oft  accompanied  by 
bad  luck,  the  Tyldesley  anglers  have  won  the 
Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield,  and  are  consequently 
entitled  to  hold  it  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months. 
In  addition,  Mr.  Charlson,  of  the  same  society,  was 
awarded  the  silver  medal  of  the  Fishery  1903.  The 
Bolton  Mission  ^Angling  Society  had  bad  luck  at 
Boothstown  on  Saturday  last,  getting  very  poor 
results;  and  in  addition  had  the  experience  of 
knowing  that  an  unattached  friend  took  a  fine 
perch  lib.  14oz.,  a  fish  worth  some  money.  In 


their  match  Mr.  John  Morris  took  first  prize, 
but  only  eight  caught  fish  out  of  twenty-six 
competitors.  Next  Saturday  an  open  match  is 
announced  to  take  place  at  Barton,  promoted  from 
that  ancient  hostelry  the  Roch  House.  Warrington 
was  a  busy  place  with  anglers  on  Saturday  last 
They  had  ten  teams  entered  for  the  Bridgewater 
Challenge  Shield,  fished  their  juvenile  match,  and 
won  first  prize  for  best  show  in  the  Lifeboat  De- 
monstration. They  had  poor  luck  in  the  shield 
competition,  a  good  entry  for  the  junior  event, 
and  have  obtained  a  good  entry  for  their  own 
shield  event  to-day. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  North  Manchester  Angling  Society  at  Chester, 
on  Sept.  6,  fished  a  match,  and  after  poor  sport, 
Mr.  Hall  won  the  first  prize.  The  George  Inn 
Angling  Society  at  Northwich  on  Sept.  6  disposed 
of  six  prizes  in  their  last  match,  Mr.  T.  Huff  head 
ing  the  list.  One  of  our  city  rods  at  Lowestoft  does 
not  seem  in  a  hurry  to  come  home,  and  no  wonder, 
for  he  reports  good  weather  and  good  sport,  and 
we  have  nothing  of  this  sort  of  thing  here.  The 
Hulme  Welcomb  went  to  Northwich  on  Sept.  6  and 
fished  their  final  match  of  the  season,  twenty-nine 
rods  competing,  and  twenty-two  catching  fish 
Mr.  W.  Lloyd  heads  the  list  with  12^oz.  To- 
morrow the  Lower  Broughton  A.S.  are  due  at 
Broken  Cross  to  wind  up  the  season  with  a  match 
To-day  the  West  Salford  Association  are  due  at 
Barton  to  fish  for  their  challengre  shield  and  other 
prizes.  The  Albion  A.S.  at  Chester  last  Sunday 
fished  a  match,  forty-five  competing  for  a  valuable 
lot  of  prizes,  and  after  poor  sport,  Mr.  E.  Pollard 
got  awarded  the  first.  Mr.  E.  A.  Goodwin,  of  the 
Duchy  A.S.,  won  the  championship  at  Worsley  on 
Saturday  last. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  have  again  been  considerably  incon 
venienced  in  their  outings  by  the  Trent  and  its 
tributaries  through  boisterous  winds  and  heavy 
storms  of  rain  at  intervals.  The  river  on  Wednesday 
was  rising,  and  the  rise,  however  slight,  is  certain 
to  check  barbelling  operations.  The  change  was 
due  to  storms  overnight.  On  Tuesday  (Sept.  8) 
I  visited  some  noted  trout  waters  with  a 
friend,  and  encountered  the  vilest  weather. 
We  had  snatches  of  angling  between  recur- 
ring showers  and  creeled  two  and  a  half 
brace.  Man3f  landed  were  put  back.  A  Wel- 
lington Society  enthusiast  informs  me  that  in  the 
early  part  of  last  week  Mr.  P.  W.  K.  Wallis  brought 
off  another  of  his  phenomenal  takes  of  roach  with 
creed  wheat,  and  that  good  sport  with  the  same 
kind  of  bait  was  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Edgar  Birks. 
Roach  have  shown  sport  to  the  worm  and 
gentles  at  Wilford  and  Clifton,  where  several  pike 
have  fallen  to  the  trolling  lures.  The  City  Pisca- 
torial Society  have  decided  a  competition  at  Atten- 
borough.  Mr.  J.  Hartopp,  a  well-known  local 
sportsman,  offered  a  gold  medal  to  be  fished  for  on 
two  afternoons.  Those  selected  were  last  Thursday 
(Sept.  3)  and  Saturday  (Sept.  5),  and  in  all  thirty 
members  took  part.  Weather  conditions  were  most 
unfavourable,  and  finally  the  much-coveted  gift  was 
won  by  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  whose  take  amounted  to 
Iflb.  Bream  and  roach  fishers  have  fared  mode- 
rately Well  in  the  Grantham  Canal  about  Cotgrave, 
HicklLng,  Stathern,  and  Hose. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  great  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
last  seven  aays ;  little  sunshine.  A  terrible  storm 
we  had  did  a  lot  of  damage  all  round.  The  Severn 
and  Teme  rapidly  rose,  and  soon  became  nearly 
bankful  of  high  coloured  water.  The  Avon  has 
kept  in  good  condition,  and  been  much  frequented, 
capital  sport  being  had.  Near  Deff  jrd  last  Saturday 
Mr.  L.  Einight  had  a  big  catch  of  six  fine  bream  in 
just  over  an  hour;  Mr.  F.  Thompson  caught  14lb. 
of  fine  roach  with  stewed  wheat,  and  H.  Williams, 
9lb.,  with  paste.  On  Sept.  6,  the  Fountain  Club 
fished  their  third  contest  in  the  Avon  at  Twyning 
Fleet.  It  was  a  three  hours'  pegged-down  contest. 
Messrs.  Wingfield  and  Glover  were  at  the  scales. 
Mr.  J.  Priest  won  1st  prize.  Messrs.  J.  Thompson, 
J.  Smith,  G.  Ratcliffe^  J.  Bowen,  H.  Thomas,  E. 
Hill,  E.  Hinett  were  the  other  winners  in  the 
order  named.  On  the  same  day  in  the  same 
locality  the  Good  Intent  Club  had  their  third  con- 
test ;  the  winners  were  Messrs.  H.  Ford,  W.  Blizan, 
G.  Ball,  J.  Minton,  G.  Cummings,  and  H.  Jones. 
The  Jubilee  Club  (Evesham)  held  a  contest  in  the 
water  on  the  Parks  Farm  Estate,  Aldington ;  not 
much  sport  was  had,  the  fish  were  off  the  feed.  Mr. 
Solman  took  first  prize  with  less  than  lib.  of  fish  ; 
Messrs.  Shurmer  and  F.  Hale  were  the  other  prize 
winners. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  City  of  York  AngUng  Club  held  their  annual 
picnic  and  fishing  match  on  Sept.  17  at  Aldwark, 


by  permission  of  Col.  W.  S.  Hunter,  of  the  Manor. 
The  principal  fish  caught  were  chub,  roach,  and 
perch,  R.  Eden  winning  the  prize  for  chub,  and 
F.  Ross  that  for  roach  and  perch.  For  weight  of 
fish,  Ware  (21b.  ISJoz.),  headed  the  winners.  The 
match  was  followed  by  a  tea  and  social  gathering 
at  the  headquarter  J,  Albert  Hotel,  York.  Several 
competitions  came  off  on  Saturday  (Sept.  5).  The 
Leeman-road  Working  Men's  A.  A.  had  Col.  Hunter's 
permission  to  fish  their  concluding  match  at 
Aldwark  Bridge ;  rain  and  thunder  were  experi- 
enced in  course  of  the  sport,  which  was  moderate, 
but  thirty  out  of  thirty-two  rodmen  caught 
fish,  J.  Parker  haviag  the  most  in  weight, 
lib.  11  oz.  Several  specials  were  awarded  for 
the  largest  fish.  Tea  was  served  at  the  Anchor 
Inn  by  Mr.  Betts.  The  Navigation  A  A.  finished 
up  for  the  season  at  Elvington,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr, 
Taylor  having  granted  permission.  A.  Willis  was 
first.  Each  of  the  twenty-one  fishermen  received 
a  prize,  and  other  prizes  were  given  for  the  four 
lowest  catches.  The  Cattle  Market  A.C.  proceeded 
to  Cottingwith  for  their  second  match,  Mr.  Moscrop 
granting  parmission.  The  members  had  the  smallest 
catch  known  to  the  club.  W.  Young  was  first. 
Specials  were  awarded,  and  the  presentation  was 
the  occasion  of  a  pleasant  meeting  on  Monday  night 
(Sept.  7).  Terry's  employe's  visited  Beningbrough 
for  their  third  match.  Col.  the  Hon.  L.  P.  Dawnay 
giving  permission  to  fish.  The  first  prize  went  to 
W.  Petty,  With  2lb.  5|oz.,  and  specials  were  added. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  improving,  from 
an  angling  point  of  view,  and  sport  should  show  an 
all-round  improvement  when  the  waters  settle  down 
after  the  heavy  rains.  On  some  days  when  the 
weather  moderated  for  awhile,  fair  sport  was  had 
at  sea-trout  on  the  Waterville  lakes,  at  Ballinahinch, 
and  a  few  places  in  Donegal.  The  Cork  rivers  did 
not  yield  the  expected  sport  owing  to  fish  becoming 
sulky  from  the  existing  conditions.  On  the  Con- 
naught  lakes  some  average  sport  was  had  occasion- 
ally.at  trout.  Sea  angling  has  been  practically  at  a 
standstill  at  most  stations  in  consequence  of  the 
severity  of  the  weather,  but  sport  was  obtained  off 
and  on  at  various  fish  on  the  Cjrk  and  Kerry 
coasts. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SOLWAY  SALMON 
FISHINGS. 


The  Sol  way  salmon  fishings  closed  for  the  season 
on  Wednesday  night  (Sept.  9)  at  midnight.  The 
season  on  the  whole  was  considerably  better  than 
that  of  last  year.  At  the  opening  of  the  netting  on 
Fdb.  25  the  weather  was  exceedingly  stormy,  and 
many  of  the  nets  after  they  had  been  set  up  were 
levelled  to  the  ground  by  a  violent  south-west  gale. 
Spring  salmon  made  a  fair  show  in  the  nets,  and  a 
number  of  "Ben  "  fish — that  is,  small  spring  salmon 
of  from  7lb.  to  91b.  each — -were  caught  in  the  trap- 
nets.  Several  nice  grey  fish  up  to  nearly  201b. 
were  also  caught  soon  after  the  opening  of  the 
fishings.  The  average  weight  of  the  spring  salmon 
was  about  lOlb.  The  sea-trout,  which  followed  the 
spring  salmon,  began  to  run  in  April,  and  the  two 
following  months — May  and  June — proved  most 
prolific  in  this  firth.  It  is  some  years  since  a  finer 
show  of  sea-trout  has  appeared  in  this  firth.  The 
migration  of  the  sea-trout  was  a  longer  one  than 
usual,  and  many  beautiful  trout  were  taken  up  to 
the  end  of  July,  when  the  grilse  began  to  show 
themselves  in  the  stake-nets.  The  average  weight 
of  sea-trout  would  be  fully  21b.,  though  there 
were  many  of  4lb.  and  51b.  The  grilse  season  was 
not  such  a  good  one,  and  they  were  of  small  size 
as  a  rule.  They  made  a  fair  show  in  August, 
but  the  season  was  only  classed  as  a  fair  one  at 
some  of  the  fisheries.  Their  average  weight  was 
between  5lb.  and  61b.  each.  Autumn  salmon 
began  to  run  early  this  year.  The  excessively  wet 
summer  and  autumn,  with  the  rivers  in  flojd  on  an 
average  twice  a  week,  caused  the  back-end  salmon 
to  ascend  the  firth  earlier  than  usual,  and  during 
the  past  months  many  extra  fine  autumn  salmon 
were  captured  in  the  firth.  Many  of  the  back-end 
salmon  weighed  up  to  30lb.,  and  some  were  fully 
5lb.  and  6lb.  above  that  weight.  The  heaviest 
reported  was  391b.,  while  the  average  at  the  fore 
part  of  last  week  was  251b.  The  best  run  took 
place  at  the  end  of  August,  but  during  the  closing 
days  there  was  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the 
catches  at  the  different  fisheries.      Wji.  Wright. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grrayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian"  of  the  PUhing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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AlSrOI.ERS>   HOTELS,   FlSmjJO    QUARTERS,    &;o.     {See  also  p. 


I. 


ALTNAGEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing 
in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded  13,933 
trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season  from  April 
to  end  of  September. — Particulars  on  appli- 
cation to  John  McDonald,  Proprietor. 

HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
ot  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogle.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  William 
Donaldson,  Manager. 

CUIL.AG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER.  SUTHERUNDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  In 
numerous  Loohs,  FBEB.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Boute — Bail  to  Lairg,  thenoe  daily  mail, 
ooaoh,  or  hire;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from  Qlasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires :  "  Gulag,  Loohlnver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cmachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Stafia  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  caU  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 

TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MCINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 

ORKNEY. 

Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Masons  Arms  Hotel. 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 

ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leith  and  A^berdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly. 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
sceneiy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3«.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
■  o/-  per  day,  inclusive. 

8.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AKD  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fistiery. 
Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  L  O  N'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OUGHTERAFtD. 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  sani- 
tary arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL, 

Irrew  House,  Crossmolina,  Ballina. 

Charmingly  situated  on  the  shore  of  this 
famous  Lough.  Best  salmon  trout,  pike  and 
perch  fishing  free.  Very  superior  catering  and 
acoomniodaiion.  Bath  rooms,  hot  and  cold. 
Suites  of  apartments  comprising  private  sitting 
rooms,  large  bed  rooms  and  dressing  rooms. 
Special  terms  to  family  parties.  Moderate  larift'. 
Good  duck  shooting.— Apply  PROPRIETOR. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Tront, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Fourmilesof  KiverCeiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Terms,  £2  12«.  6d.  per  week.  Station :  Glyncei- 
riog  »(tt  Chirk.   Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Ruabon. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TTCEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.K.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


CLOTH  BINDINe  OASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

OAN  BE  HAD  AT  THB 

PvhUMng  Offlca.  St.  DnnHan's  Hmise,  E.  C. 


.<i.nttierB  wisnins  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  FlablnR  In  the  Avou  or  Stour. 

SHOULD  ASTERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advti.,  26  wordi  for  18.,  prepaid. 
Address :  "Observer"  Offlee.  Bournemouth. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £6 ;  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  SALE. 

The  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  are 
running  ofi  their  Lake  (11  acres)  at 
Horsted  Keynes,  Sussex,  in  October  next, 
containing  a  good  stock  of  all  kinds  of 
COARSE  PISH.  Tenders  are  invited 
for  removal  and  disposal  of  Fish. 

W.  C.  F.  GILLAM, 

3,  North  Street  Quadrant,  Brighton. 


BECOME  A  FREEHOLDER ! 

Land  for  the  million ;  the  greatest 
selection  in  England  for  all  purposes. 
Plots  and  acres;  high,  dry,  healthy, 
and  improving  localities.  Enormous 
list  post  free. — The  Land  Company, 
68,  Cheapside,  E.G. 


PORTABLE  LUNCHEONS 
AND  DINNERS 

in  small  bo.ves,  for  2  to  6  persons,  cold,  quickly 
warmed.  Various  menus,  from  3  to  12  courses, 
preserved  by  celebrated  chefs.  Invaluable  to 
anglers,  picnics,  yachting  excursions,  &c.  From 
1/6  to  8/-  per  person.  Trial  order  for  2  persons 
delivered  free  against  remittance.— L.  ANSON 
&C0.,  37,  Warwick  St.,  Regent  .St.,  London,  W. 


FOR  SAX^E. 


A  12  ft. 

AMERICAN  SPLIT  CANE  GRILSE  ROD 

By  LEONARD,  With  2  tops. 
Apply,  T AEEY,  8, Warwick  Court,  Holborn. 


SGRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  HONTHLT. 
CONTENTS  of  No.  201.   VOL.  XXXIV. 


SEPTEMBER,  1903. 

Frontispiece  —  Drawing    to  accorapanp 
"Sanctuary."  Walter  Appleton  Clark. 
The    Wyoming    Game  Stronghold. 

Frederic  Iri.and.  Illustratious  from 
Photographs  by  Stephen  N.  Leek  and  the 
Author. 

Tom  Folio.  Thomas  Bailey  Aldrich. 

To  Helen  Keller.  Poem.  Florence  Earle 

COATES. 

Sanctuary.  Edith  Wharton.  Part  II.  (To 
he  contiimed.)  Illustrations  by  Walter 
Appleton  Clark. 

Lyrics  from  Sappho.   Bliss  Carman. 

Work  and  Play  of  the  Military 
Attaches.  Capt.  T.  Bbntlet  Mott, 
Military  Attache  to  the  American  Embassy, 
Paris.   Illustrations  from  Photographs. 

A  Night  Out.  F.  HoPKiNSON  Smith.  Illus- 
trations by  George  Wright. 

The  Flowering  of  the  Elysian  Fields. 
Beatrice  Hanscom.  Illustrations  by 
W.  Sherman  Potts. 

The  Unknown  City.  Poem.  By  Charles 
G.  D.  Roberts.  Illustration  and  decoration 
by  Hknry  McCarter. 

At  the  High  Water.  LuciA  Chamberlain. 
Illustrations  by  Frank  E.  Schoonoyer. 

The  Washington  Monument.  Poem. 
John  Finley. 

Toddykins.  Marguerite  Merington. 
Illustrations  by  GEORGE  Wrioht. 

Some  Famous  J  udges.  George  F. 
Hoar,  Senator  from  Massai;husetts. 

Three  Songs.  Josephine  Daskam. 

The  Point  of  View.  —  THE  LOWER 
MOTIVE. 

The  Field  of  Art.  — A  POSSIBLE  ART- 
LIBRARY  (Russell  Sturgis). 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  B.C. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Imasurious  and  Inexpensive  Travel, 
Sailings  Weekly. 
TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana, 
ana  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.   For  full  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO. ,HeIsingf ors, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE-' 
BOAT,  with  every  accommoiation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms  :  £  i  5a.  per  week.—  Wadswobth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRICHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Cirodlaths  throuohout  India,  Ceyion, 

BlTRMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 
The  Only  lUustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16«.  pet 
annum.  Single  copies,  5d.,  post  free,  Id. 

Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Preaa. 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFIOK  :  121,  FLRWT  RTRHKT.  H.C. 


Established  i837. 

NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "THE  Pub- 
lishers' Circular  and  booksellers'  record" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  \id.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


THe  Hlneteimtli  Ceiitory 

AND  AFTER.  \ 

No.  819.        SEPTEMBER,  1903.  Price  2s.  Bd. 


The  Great  Fiscal  Problem : 

(1)  By  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Avebuby.  { 

(2)  By  Lionel  Phillips.  * 

(3)  By  W.  H.  Mallock. 

The    Resources    of  South 

Africa.  By  General  Sir  Edward 
Brabant,  K.C.B.  (Commandant-General 
of  Cape  Colonial  Forces). 

The  Native  Labour  Question. 

By  Edgar  P.  Rathbonb  (late  insjtcctor 
of  Mines  to  President  Kriujer's  Govern- 
menf}. 

The  Alien  and  the  Empire. 

By  H.  Hamilton  Fvfe. 

The  Small  Family  and 

American  Society.  By  Miss  Frances 
Albert  Doughtv. 

Joan  of  Are.    By  the  Hon.  Mrs. 

Maxwell-Scott  (of  Abbotsford). 

The  Story  of  Gray's  Inn. 

By  Edward  Dicey,  C.B. 

The  Ballads  of  the  People. 

By  Michael  MacDonagh. 

The  Growth  of  the  Japanese 

Navy.  By  Joseph  H.  Longford  (late 
H.M.  Consul  at  Nagasaki). 

Lion-hunters  and  Lady  Car- 
lisle.  By  Miss  Ida  TAYLOR. 

The  Canadian  lee  Carniv^. 

By  Bradley  Martin,  jiui. 

Beast  Imagery  and  the 

Bestiary.  By  Mrs.  W.  Kemp- Welch. 

Last  Month.    By  Sir  Wemysb 
reid. 


II. 

III. 

IV. 
V. 

VI. 
VII. 
VIII. 
IX. 

X. 
XI. 

xn. 

XIII. 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 
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THE  SEASON'S  SPOET  ON  LOCH  LEVEN. 


Rod  fishing  was  closed  for  the  season  on  Loch 
Leven  last  week,  and  has  never  before  been  so 
uniformly  bad  throughout  its  entire  course.  Two 
thousand  trout  (27431b.  8oz.)  were  all  that  were 
taken  during  five  months'  fishing,  and  baskets  were 
so  invariably  light  that  the  usual  frequenters  ceased 
coming,  and  only  one  boat  was  out  on  the  last  day 
of  the  season.  The  falling  off  in  the  catches  has 
been  a  serious  one  when  it  is  considered  that  an 
average  season  on  the  loch  yields  about  16,000 
trout.  Two  causes  are  assigned  for  the  shortage 
this  year — namely,  the  number  of  trout  destroyed 
by  pike  and  the  unfavourable  weather,  with  an 
absence  of  insect  life  on  the  water,  which  kept  fish 
from  rising.  The  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
pike  was  caused  by  the  impossibility  of  netting 
them  during  the  past  five  or  six  years  by  the 
growth  of  the  American  weed.  The  heavy  gales  at 
the  close  of  last  year  and  beginning  of  this,  however, 
washed  most  of  it  ashore,  and  the  pajt  season  opened 
with  scarcely  a  vestige  of  the  plant  to  be  seen. 
The  association  lost  no  time  in  taking  advantage  of 
the  clear  loch  to  introduce  drift-nets,  and  vigorous 
means  were  adopted  throughout  the  year  to  compass 
the  destruction  of  pike,  with  such  success  that 
whereas  over  a  hundred,  including  many  large  ones, 
were  frequently  taken  in  a  day  last  year,  the 
association,  with  double  the  number  of  nets 
this  year,  seldom  secured  a  dozen,  their  usual 
catch  now  being  only  two  or  three  small 
ones.  The  season  opened  later  than  usual,  and 
though  the  captures  were  few  the  fish  were  larger 
than  ever  got  here  before.  While  the  yield  is  the 
lowest  on  record,  the  fish  were  Jib.  heavier  than  in 
any  previous  season.  The  heaviest  trout  captured 
weighed  41b.  IJoz.,  three  of  41b.  being  got,  and  also 
a  dozen  of  from  31b.  to  31b.  9oz.  The  heaviest 
taken  lapt  year  weighed  31b.  12oz.  Mr.  J.  Dunlop, 
Bridge  of  Allan,  was  the  only  angler  to  get  a  201b. 
basket,  his  catch  being  sixteen  trout. 

Thirty-nine  angling  clubs  competed,  and  held 
103  competitions.  Fourteen  competitions  were  can- 
celled, and  all  the  competitors  at  eight  competitions 
were  "  clean."  There  were  885  competitors,  or  little 
more  than  half  the  number  out  last  year.  Of  these 
388  failed  to  effect  a  single  capture.  Competitors 
had  the  lowest  average  weight  per  rod  ever  made — 
namely,  lib.  4joz.,  or  13Joz.  less  than  the  light 
return  of  last  year.  The  most  successful  club  to 
hold  more  than  one  competition  was  the  Fifeshire 
Club  which  held  three,  and  had  an  average  weight 
of  31b.  Ifoz.  The  most  successful  competition  was 
held  by  the  Bridge  of  Allan  Club  on  June  24,  when 
the  competitors  had  an  average  weight  of  51b.  6Joz. 
per  rod.  Mr.  J.  Howe,  of  the  Perth  Club,  had  the 
heaviest  prize  basket  of  trout  with  twelve,  which 
weighed  131b.  15oz.  R.  Laing. 


LOCH  LEVEN  SPECIAL  COMPETITIONS. 


Aftek  angling  on  the  loch  was  closed  to  the  public 
three  competitions  fell,  as  usual,  to  be  held,  for  which 
boats  were  supphed  free,  namely  : — 

Loch  Leven  Championship. 
This  competition  is  among  representatives  of 
angling  clubs  that  held  two  or  more  competitions 
on  the  loch  during  the  season.  Twenty-five  clubs 
were  represented  out  of  twenty-nine  that  were 
eHgible.  The  weather  was  on  the  whole  favovirable. 
and  seventy-five  trout  were  got,  which  weighed 
1171b.  3oz.  The  championship  was  won  by  Mr. 
Gilbert  T.  Wilson,  Glasgow,  who  represented  the 
West  of  Scotland  Club.  His  catch  was  five  trout, 
which  weighed  1  lib.  8^oz.  Two  of  his  trout  weighed 
41b.  and  31b.  respectively.  Sweepstake  prizes  for 
the  second  and  third  heaviest  creels  were  awarded — 
First,  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills,  Dundee  Club,  who  had  six 
trout,  101b.  lOoz.  ;  and  second,  Mr.  S.  Emslie, 
Dundee  West-end  Club,  six  trou^,  91b.  7oz.  ^ 

Kinross  F.C.  Patron's  Prize. 
Sir  Basil  Montgomery,  patron  of  the  Kinross-shire 
Fishing  Club,  gave  a  prize  of  two  guineas  for  com- 
petition among  the  members  of  the  Kinross-shire 
Fishing  Club  who  had  won  a  prize  at  any  of  the  four 
competitions  held  by  the  club  dm-ing  the  season. 
Eight  competed,  and  captured  twenty-five  trout, 
which  weighed  221b.  loz.  The  prize  was  gained  by 
Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Glasgow,  with  five  trout,  41b.  14oz. 

Boatmen's  Competition. 
The  Loch  Leven  boatmen  had,  as  usual,  stormy 
weather  for  their  competition  on  Thursday.  Forty- 
two  competed,  and  only  twenty-two  secured  fish, 
their  catch  being  thirty-two  trout,  which  weighed 
411b.  loz.  Prize-winners — First,  Mr.  Andrew  Win- 
toun,  two  trout,  51b.  loz.  ;  second,  Mr.  David  More 
three  trout,  4Ib.  15Joz. ;  third,  Mr.  Alex.  More^ 


three  trout,  41b.  15oz.  ;  fourth,  Mr.  Thomas  Ruther- 
ford, three  trout,  41b.  9oz.  ;  fifth,  Mr.  William 
Bennet,  three  trout,  41b.  loz.  ;  sixth,  Mr.  Andrew 
Waterson,  one  trout,  21b.  14oz.  ;  seventh,  Mr. 
WiUiam  Haxton,  one  trout,  21b.  9oz  ;  eighth,  Mr. 
Charles  Duncan,  one  trout,  lib.  ISJoz.  The  heaviest 
trout  was  captured  by  Mr.  Alex.  More,  and  weighed 
31b.  4oz.  R.  Laing. 


betters  to  the  Ebitoc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FRUIT  USED  AS  BAIT  FOR  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — Although  the  thing  is  not  exactly 
novel,  and,  if  memory  does  not  fail,  a  rather  long  list 
of  the  mixed  diet  of  coarse  fish  has  appeared  some 
time  since  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  perhaps  I  may 
mention  a  couple  of  instances  which  have  recently 
come  to  notice  of  fruit  being  used  as  bait.  One  of 
these  is  at  an  artificial  pond  or  little  lake  at  the 
bath  and  spring  resort  of  Nauheim,  in  Hesse,  called 
the  Teiach,  where  it  is  not  imcommon  for  the  patient 
bait-fishers,  daily  seen  in  numbers  on  its  banks,  to 
use  ripe  cherries  in  fishing  for  carp,  white-fish,  mud- 
fish, and  other  coarse  fish,  instead  of  their  usual 
pinched  pellets  of  bread. 

I  may  also  mention  that  several  chub -like  looking 
fish,  of,  say,  lOin.  and  less  in  length,  all  lacking  the 
adipose  fin,  may  be  seen  in  the  rather  slow  (Usa) 
stream,  which,  having  supplied  the  Teisch,  traverses 
the  handsomely-wooded  adjoining  park,  and  there 
is  a  photograph  of  a  101b.  so-called  carp  (without 
the  usual  large  scales)  on  the  wall  of  the  Teisch-haus 
Restaurant,  stated  to  have  been  caught  in  the  adja- 
cent pond.  Coarse  fish  only  have  been  heard  of 
being  caught  at  Nauheim,  yet  nice  brook  trout  of 
8in.  or  lOin.  (with  white  flesh)  often  come  to  table  at 
the  hotels,  which  are  caught  by  peasants  near 
Butzbach,  between  this  and  Giessen. 

The  second  instance  happened  to  bo  mentioned  in 
conversation  with  a  retired  Anglo-Indian  official 
regarding  fishing  in  the  Punjab,  who  has  been  good 
enough  to  supply  the  following  note  : — "  I  was  one 
of  a  party  of  three  who  went  from  Rawal  Pindi  to 
Hassan  Abdal  for  a  week's  fishing  in  the  .Tubluna 
river,  an  ideal  stream  from  50ft.  to  60ft.  wide  with 
superb  runs  of  200ft.  to  250ft.,  and  breaks  or  drops 
of  about  half  a  foot  at  end  of  each  run.    Two  of  the 
party  considered  themselves  scientific  fishermen, 
and  were  equipped  with  up-to-date  appliances.  Our 
first  two  days  were  entirely  imsuccessful ;   we  did 
not  even  get  a  bite,  though  we  tried  every  kind  of 
bait  we  could  think  of,  both  natural  and  artificial. 
On  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  after  a  two  hours' 
unsuccessful  effort,  my  friends  declared  there  was 
not  a  fish  in  the  river,  and  that  they  must  have  been 
dynamited  by  the  natives,  who  they  beheved  must 
have  stolen  dynamite  from  the  site  of  tvmnelhng 
operations  then  going  on  at  Attock     They  accord- 
ingly, in  despair  and  disgust,  decided  on  giving  up 
the  game  and  taking  the  next  train  back  to  Rawal 
Pindi.    Leaving  them  to  brood  over  their  disap- 
pointment, I  made  tracks  down  stream  for  about 
half-a-mile,  when  I  came  upon  a  small  tope  of 
mulberry  trees,  close  to  the  water's  edge.    I  list- 
lessly picked  a  few  of  the  mulberries,  and  threw 
them  on  the  water,  when  to  my  surprise  and  delight 
quite  a  school  of  fish  dashed  for  the  fruit.  I 
straightway  baited  my  hook  with  a  mulberry,  and 
no  sooner  had  it  reached  the  surface  than  the  line 
was  carried  out  to  its  full  extent.    A  good  ten 
minutes'  hard  struggle  for  hberty  followed,  but  I 
eventually  landed   my  fish  at  imminent  risk  of 
breaking  my  rod,  as  I  had  no  gaff.    He  turned  the 
scale  at  4ilb.,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  I  bagged 
three  other  mahseer  averaging  3^1b.   each.  My 
bag  was  now  as  large  as  I  could  conveniently  carry 
back  to  the  bungalow,  where  my  friends,  refusing  to 
believe  that  I  had  caught  the  fish,  declared  I  must 
have  bought  them  from  some  poaching  native. 
Later,  becoming  more  credulous  and  impatient  to  try 
their  luck,  they  would  have  started  off,  but  the  sim 
was  strong,  it  being  the  month  of  April  and  about 
10  a.m.,  so  I  persuaded  them  to  restrain  their  ardour 
till  evem'ng.    Setting  out  about  6  p.m.  we  had  fine 
sport,  bagging  between  us  nine  fish,  one  of  which 
weighed  91b.,  and  none  of  the  others  less  than  31b. 
Next  morning  we  resumed  operations  with  mul- 
berries and  were  again  successful,  bagging  thirteen 
fish,  one  of  which  weighed  111b.,  the  others  ranging 
from  71b.  to  31b.,  but  wo  lost  heavily  in  tackle,  and 
therefore  several  more  fish.    This  bag  of  twenty-six 
fine  mahseer,  weighing  between  951b.  and  1001b., 
was  caught  entirely  with  mulberries." 

I  have  heard  of  pig-nuts  being  used  as  ba'fc  for 
mahseer  near  Poona,  and  parched  grain  in  other 
places,  but  this  is  the  largest  result  of  mulberry- 
fishing  that  has  come  to  my  notice. — Y^urs  trulv, 

Benwyan. 


FISHING  IN  INDIA. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  about  to  leave  for  the  Central 
Provinces  of  India,  and,  being  a  keen  fisher,  I  hope 
to  have  some  sport  amongst  mahseer,  which  I  know 
are  plentiful  in  the  rivers  of  the  Central  Provinces. 
Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any  details 
of  baits,  etc.,  to  use,  and  what  flies  they  rise  to  ? 
Would  salmon  flies  be  of  use  ?  I  noticed  some 
articles  by  Major-General  Bracken  on  mahseer  in 
the  April  Fishing  Gazette.  Perhaps  that  gentleman 
would  kindly  give  me  the  necessary  details. — Youra 
truly,  w.  H.  Clark. 

"NOT  SALMON-FISHING  "—A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Promptly  I  beg  to  apolo- 
gise to  Mr.  Grinible  through  your  pages  for  my 
wrong  quotation  from  lus  books  a-s  regards  the 
course  and  length  of  the  Ross-shire  River  Carron. 
At  the  time  I  had  lent  out  the.se  volumes — "  Deer- 
Stalking  "  and  Vol.  I.  of  "  Salmon  Rivers  "—to  a 
neighbour,  and  did  not,  as  I  should  have  done, 
refer  to  them  ;  and  so  I  quoted  erroneously  from  a 
bad  memory.  Mr.  Grimble  distinctly  speaks  of  the' 
drainage  basin  of  120  square  miles,  and  a  course  of 
20  miles  (vide  page  48). — Yours  very  truly, 

J.  A.  Harvie-Brown. 

"FISHING  IN.  WALES." 

Dear  Sib, — Mr.  Galhchan  in  this  book  mentions 
the  fishing  in  the  Creigennan  lakes,  near  Arthog,  in 
Chapter  VI.,  on  the  lakes  of  Cader  Idris.  He  says 
tickets  may  be  obtained  at  Arthog  Hall  Hotel.  On 
the  strength  of  tlais  I  journeyed  from  Towyn  to 
Arthog  one  day  last  month,  intending  to  have  a 
day's  fishing  on  the  said  lakes,  but  was  much  dis- 
appointed to  find  an  alteration  has  been  made 
since  this  most  useful  book  was  pubHshed. 

It  seems  the  lakes  have  recently  been  restocked 
by  the  owner,  and  no  tickets  are  issued.  The  pro- 
prietor of  Arthog  Hall  Hotel  may  give  permission 
to  two  rods  only  per  day  to  guests  staying  in  his 
house.  If  you  have  room  to  pubhsh  this,  it  may 
save  other  anglers  similar  disappointments  to  mine. 
Before  visiting  the  Creigennan  lakes  it  is  now  neces- 
sary to  write  to  the  Arthog  Hall  Hotel  in  advance. 
Mr.  Gallichan's  information  was  quite  correct  at 
time  of  pubHcation.  I  may  say  I  have  found  his 
guide  most  useful  and  dependable  in  other  respects. 
— Yours  truly,  Wm.  Hampson. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  seen  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Aug.  15  a  letter  from  "  One  Who  has  been 
There,"  giving  his  experience  of  the  Taynuilt  Hotel, 
Argyllshire.  As  I,  too,  have  been  there  will  you 
permit  me  to  give  my  experience  of  that  hotel  last 
year.  The  landlord  informed  me  by  letter  that  a 
room  for  my  wife  and  myself  would  be  ready  on  a 
certain  Saturday,  the  day  fixed  for  my  going  there. 
I  could  not  get  there  on  that  day,  but  telegraphed 
to  him  that  I  would  arrive  on  the  following  Monday, 
which  I  did,  and  found,  much  to  my  disappointment, 
that  my  room  had  been  appropriated,  and  that  no 
other  was  available  in  the  hotel.  On  suggesting  to 
the  landlady  that  she  might  have  given  me  notice 
of  this,  she  replied  in  no  very  polite  manner  that  she 
"  was  not  going  to  keep  my  room."  The  result  was 
that  we  had  to  return  to  Oban  by  next  train. — 
Yours  truly. 

One  Who  won't  Go  There  Again. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  a  httle  surprised  to  see  Mr. 
Har\ie-Brown  and  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble  inter- 
fering in  a  paltry  dispute  between  myself  and  an 
obscure  person,  who  so  far  has  not  had  the  courage 
to  sign  liis  name  to  his  unreliable  remarks.  I  tliink 
it  would  be  more  judicious  on  their  part  to  follow 
the  "  golden  rule  "  of  minding  their  own  affairs,  and 
leave  others  to  settle  their  own  little  quarrels. 

Mr.  Harvie-Brown  stayed  here  some  yeai-s  ago 
for  a  few  days,  and  if  he  noticed  "  harrowing  and 
ploughing  of  salmon  "  going  on  in  the  Lower  Awe, 
it  is  strange  that  he  never  published  such  a  novelty 
before  now.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  "l 
have  always  been  most  anxious  to  keep  up  the  repu- 
tation of  the  River  Awe  by  insisting  on  salmon 
anglers  using  nothing  but  the  fly,  and  it  is  only  when 
the  water  gets  too  high  for  the  fly  that  I  allow  bait- 
fishing. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  the.se  two  gentle- 
men entertain  the  idea  that  I  place  no  restrictions 
to  the  nvimber  of  salmon  rods  on  the  hotel  sections, 
which  is  certainly  not  the  ease.  I  pay  a  high 
figure  yearly  for  a  stretch  of  the  Awe,  and  by  that 
arrangement  I  am  able  to  offer  salmon  and  trout- 
fishing  free  to  anglers  staying  at  this  hotel,  which  I 
consider  more  beneficial  to  tiie  requirements  of  the 
times  than  by  letting  to  any  pri\  ate  party. 

I  notice  that  the  gentleman,  who  still  maintains 
that  he  has  been  ill-treated,  has  artfulh-  changed 
the  important  part  of  our  conversation  on  the 
morning  of  his  arrival.    The  words  expressed  are 
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tlie  following : — The  gentleman  said,  "  Why  did 
you  not  send  me  a  wire  to  say  I  couldn't  fish  to-day  ? 
I  would  pay  for  it,  and  come  on  next  day."  I 
replied,  "  Supposing  I  did,  you  would  probably  find 
it  the  same,  as  there  are  several  anglers  in  tlie  house, 
and  the  sections  are  drawn  at  night  for  tlie  following 
day."  In  his  letters  he  has  changed  the  words 
"  next  day  "  for  the  "  next  night."  He  kept  on 
nagging  for  a  considerable  time,  until  I  got  dis- 
gusted listening  to  his  selfish  arguments.  I  then 
told  him  to  go  somewhere  else  to  fish.  It  showed 
how  plucky  he  was  when,  instead  of  going  at  once 
as  a  gentleman  wovild  do,  he  remained  on  for  nearly 
two  weeks,  and  had  to  hide  his  Uttle  temper  until 
he  got  away  from  Taynuilt.  Another  item  I  would 
wish  to  add,  that  this  same  gentleman  fished  here  in 
season  1902  for  several  days,  and  I  was  told  for  a 
fact  that  he  made  himself  very  disagreeable  at  the 
river.  Mr.  Grimble  came  to  fish  the  Awe  several 
years  ago  on  one  occasion  only. — Yours  truly, 

D.  MacDojstald. 
[This  cup  of  bitterness  is  filHng  up  rapidly. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  INVERARAY. 

Dear  Sib,— Having  seen  several  times  references 
to  the  fishing  at  this  place  in  your  paper  I  came 
round  this  way  to  have  a  prospect.  For  sea-trout, 
salmon,  or  grilse  the  three  rivers  available  to  visitors 
at  the  Argyll  Arms  Hotel  are  simply  teeming  this 
season,  owing  to  the  frequent  rains  the  past  six 
weeks.  The  scenery  is  charming,  and  for  those 
who  can  cycle  and  walk  the  country  around  is 
simply  enchanting.  The  hotel  is  most  comfortable 
and  the  food  excellent.  The  Aray  is  best  for  the 
fly-fisher ;  the  Douglas  for  the  bait-fisher.  The 
Dhuloch  river  and  lake  serve  the  fly-fisher  and 
troller  excellent  chances.  I  do  not  think  any  hotel 
with  fishing  rights  has  such  good  prospects  for  the 
back-end  season  as  this.  Those  who  do  not  cycle, 
or  who  are  not  strong  on  the  legs,  must  not  mind  the 
moderate  expenses  of  being  driven  to  or  fetched 
from  the  best  beats.  Small  salmon  rods  and  knee 
boots  suffice  to  do  the  work. — Yom-s  truly, 

J.  K.  Babton. 


GWEEDORE  SALMON-FISHING. 

Deae  Sib, — My  knowledge  of  the  Clady  river  was 
obtained  by  actual  personal  experiences,  and  I 
never  write  on  such  matters  from  hearsay.  I  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  Rock  Pool  for  sea-trout  was 
in  the  tidal  estuary,  and  not  in  the  river  proper. 
Let  us  accept  Mr.  Edwardes'  statement  (for  the  sake 
of  argument,  without  admitting  its  accuracy)  that 
this  river  fishes  well  for  a  week  after  a  flood. 
Gweedore  is  at  least  a  two  days'  journey  from 
London,  and  such  a  journey  as  only  those  can 
realise  who  have  done  it  by  car  from  Letterkenny. 
I  have  done  this  500-mile  journey,  with  30-mile 
car  drive,  upon  receipt  of  a  wire  saying  that  the 
river  was  in  flood  and  still  rising.  But  when  I  got 
there  the  bed  of  the  Clady  was  reduced  to  a  shallow 
stream,  wliich  could  by  no  possibihty  hold  a 
salmon  ;  you  could  walk  across  it  dry-footed  in 
places  !  This  is  the  same  with  all  the  Donegal 
streams,  as  I  can  testify  by  actual  personal  expe- 
riences. Mr.  Edwardes  sneers  at  my  "  vast  expe- 
rience "  of  Irish  fishings,  but  I  have  spent  angling 
hoHdays,  varying  from  a  month  to  six  weeks  each, 
in  Ireland  for  a  period  of  twenty  consecutive  years. 
I  always  tell  the  plain,  unvarnished  truth  about 
these  experiences.  If  these  ungarnished  state- 
ments do  not  square  with  the  interests  of  those  who 
have  "  axes  to  grind,"  my  reply  is  that  I  do  not 
write  in  their  interests,  but  for  the  benefit  of  fellow 
"  Saxon  "  anglers.  My  original  statement,  in  this 
correspondence,  was  that  no  sensible  man  should 
journey  all  the  way  to  Gweedore  on  the  off-chance 
of  getting  a  salmon.  In  taking  such  a  chance,  the 
odds  are  500  to  1  against  him.  This  has,  of  course, 
been  an  exceptionally  wet  summer,  and  the  Clady 
fished  well  during  July.  But  there  is  no  pretence 
for  the  suggestion  that  the  figures  given  by  Mr. 
Edwardes  are  at  all  approximate  to  those  of  ordi- 
nary summers. — Yours  truly,      C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent. 


A  5lb.  LAKE  WINDERMERE  PERCH. 
Dear  Sir,— There  is  talk  up  here  of  a  perch  over 
51b.  being  caught  in  Windermere  Lake  last  week.  I 
cannot  authenticate  it  ;  can  you  ?  If  true,  it  will 
surely  be  a  record  of  its  kind.  Perhaps  your  Win- 
dermere correspondent  might  tell  us  if  it  is  really 
true.— Yoiirs  truly,  E.  Phillips. 


SEA-TROUT  IN  LOCH  SHIN. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  fishing  reports  from  Overscaig 
during  August  I  see  reported  several  catches  of  sea- 
trout  in  Locli  Shin.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  correspondents  can  confirm  this.  I 
have  fished  the  loch  many  times,  and  never  heard 
of  a  sea-trout  in  it  before  ;  in  fact,  the  falls  on  the 


River  Shin  were  always  considered  impassable  to 
sea-trout,  though  salmon  get  over  them  easily 
enough. — Yours  truly,  S.  Venoub. 

Keswick. 

WHAT  FISH  IS  IT  ? 

Deae  Sib, — I  enclose  a  rough  tracing  taken  from 
a  German  fish  book,  also  German  name  of  the  fish. 
Can  you  inform  me  if  he  ia  found  in  England  or 
Ireland  ?  In  Switzerland  the  natives  call  him 
"  Trische  "  :  he  has  no  scales,  body,  grey  (light),  with 
black  markings.  For  flavour,  when  boiled,  I  have 
never  taated  any  fish  like  this  variety.  Should  you 
know  him  to  inhabit  English  waters,  could  you 
inform  me  as  to  the  best  method  (bait,  etc.)  of 
taking  him  ? — Yours  truly,  R.  E,  Pigott. 

Capard  House,  Mt.  Mellick, 
Queen's  co.^  Ireland. 

[The  fish  is  the  burbot  or  eel-pout.  It  is  not  found 
in  Ireland  or  Scotland,  but  is  frequently  caught  in 
some  of  our  English  east  coast  rivers,  although  not 
nearly  so  abundant  as  formerly. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  if  there  is  any  fishing  to  be  had  on 
the  Medina,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  if  there  is  any  sea 
fishing  at  or  near  Cowes. — Yours  truly, 

G.  LOVEJOY. 


FISHING  AT  PORTHCAWL. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  sea  fishing  at  Porth- 
cawl,  I  beg  to  say  that  there  is  some  very  good 
shore  fishing,  also  deep  sea  fishing.  There  are  6ome 
fairly  decent  trout  and  sea-trout  in  the  Ogmore, 
which  lies  a  few  miles  off  Bridgend.  Rod  licence 
for  the  river  Ogmore,  2s.  Shooting  not  known,  but 
no  doubt  a  letter  to  the  station-master  at  Porth- 
cawl  would  get  the  necessary  details. — Yours  truly, 

A.  Cowley. 

P.S. — At  Port  Talbot,  a  few  miles  away,  bass, 
conger,  and  mullet  are  going  well. 

DO   FISH  FEEL  PAIN  ? 

Dear  Mb.  Mabston, — One  often  is  asked  "  Do 
fish  feel  ?  "  Well,  this  week  I  broke  in  a  fish,  and  a 
friend  who  was  fishing  about  50  yards  below  me 
caught  it  almost  immediately  afterwards.  My  fly 
was  firmly  fixed  in  its  mouth,  and  it  was  imdoub- 
tedly  my  fiy — a  Black  Palmer.  I  had  only  just  put 
it  on,  and  evidently  the  gut  was  rotten.  The  fiy 
was  quite  a  new  one.  I  do  not  know  whether  this 
incident  is  a  common  one,  but  it  has  never  occurred 
to  me  before,  and  T  thought  it  might  interest  you, 
more  particularly  as  the  fish  was  caught  almost 
immediately  after  I  had  broken  in  it,  certainly 
within  ten  minutes.  Weather  here  has  been  very 
broken,  but  we  have  a  fine  day  every  now  and  then. 
It  is  grand  coimtry,  Dartmoor.  Of  course,  the 
fishing  is  nothing  much— plenty  of  them,  but  very 
small.  However,  it  is  amusing,  and  keeps  one  in 
the  air. — Yours  truly,  E.  A.  Feeby. 

Lydford. 

[It  is  so  common  an  experience  that  I  think  it 
does  go  to  prove  that  fish  feel  very  little  inconveni- 
ence from  the  prick  of  a  hook. — Ed.] 


PROPOSED  INTRODUCTION  OF  TROUT 
INTO  THE  OUSE  AT  ST,  NEOTS. 

Deab  Sib, — At  a  meeting  held  here  last  week  it 
was  decided  to  try  the  experiment  of  introducing 
trout  into  this  river,  the  money  to  be  got  by 
subscription,  and  I  thought  that  perhaps  you 
might  see  your  way  to  help  us  by  opening  a  sub- 
scription list  in  your  paper.  There  are  a  good 
many  people  who  are  your  subscribers  who  come 
here  fishing,  and  would,  I  think,  give  us  something 
towards  the  expense  of  stocking  the  trout  if  asked 
through  the  medium  of  your  most  sporting  journal. 

I  think  that  the  experiment  of  introducing  trout 
here  is  worth  trying,  ^s  it  will  demonstrate  whether 
it  is  possible  for  trout  to  breed  in  rivers  like  ours 
or  not. 

I  am  afraid  I  am  rather  trespassing  on  your  good 
nature  in  troubling  you  about  this,  but  I  hope  for 
the  best. — Yours  truly,  C.  Radwell. 

St.  Neots. 

[If  there  are  anything  like  as  many  pike  in  the 
Ouse  near  St.  Neots  as  there  were  a  few  years  ago 
to  put  trout  in  will  be  simply  feeding  them  in  a 
rather  expensive  manner.  Probably  the  pike  are 
almost  extinct. — Ed.] 


PIKE-FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Deae  Sir, — Mr.  Godwin  Booth's  letter  in  your 
issue  of  Aug.  29  on  the  subject  of  pike-fishing  in 
Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  is  apt  to  be  a  bit  mis- 
leading. I  have  fished  both  lakes  for  pike  and  trovit 
many  times,  and  in  my  experience  sport  hke  Mr. 
Booth  enjoyed  is  quite  the  exception.    The  average 


weight  of  the  fish  is  very  high,  101b.  or  so,  but  anyone 
who  averages  two  fish  a  day  may  think  liimself  lucky. 
If  your  correspondent  wants  numbers  he  could  not 
do  better  than  fish  the  smaller  lakes  round  CuUen 
and  Conn.  There  are  three  principal  ones — AUck, 
Deri-yinannin,  and  Levally.  The  last  of  these  is  full 
of  pike  and  trout.  The  pike  are  nearly  the  same 
average  as  Conn,  and  as  the  lake  is  a  mile  long,  half- 
a-mile  wide,  and  several  hundreds  of  feet  deep,  there 
must  be  monsters  in  it.  I  fished  it  for  three  days, 
but  though  I  had  eight  or  ten  good  fish  a  day,  my 
largest  was  only  161b. 

The  easiest  way  to  fish  it  is  to  go  to  Healey's  at 
the  Pontoon  Hotel,  and  have  a  boat  taken  over  from 
there  on  a_car  the  day  previous  to  fishing. — Youra 
truly,        "  M.  R.  L.  White. 


"  NO  ROACH  IN  IRELAND  "—A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  my  letter  in  your  issue 
of  Aug.  29  I  find  I  have  been  greatly  in  error  as  to 
the  teeth  of  the  fish  I  have  been  taking  from  the 
lake  in  the  cotmty  ICildare  ;  they  prove  to  be  in 
double  rows — not  single,  as  I  took  them '  to  be. 
Therefore,  these  fish  are  rudd,  as  you  said  they  were  ; 
from  the  fu'st.  Apologising  for  somewhat  doubting  1 
your  decision  in  th  s  matter. — Yom-s  truly,  ' 

W.  N.  C. 


FISHING  IN  LLANGORSE  LAKE. 

Dear  Sib, — Regarding  "  F.  H.  C.'s  "  inquiries 
re  Llangorse,  will  you  allow  me  to  supplement  Mr. 
Gallichan's  letter  by  suggesting  to  "  F.  H.  C."  to  get 
at  once  into  communication  with  Tom  Jenkins,  the 
best  known  of  the  Llangorse  boatmen,  who  is  always 
glad  to  inform  intending  visitors  of  the  fishing 
prospects,  and  to  give  advice  as  to  the  tackle  needed. 
Personally  I  can  corroborate  all  that  Mr.  Gallichan 
says.  There  is  nothing  hke  spoon  bait  for  Llangorse 
— a  big  Sin.  spoon,  red  on  one  side  and  silver  on  the 
other. — Yours  truly.  Max  A.  Wright. 

Cardiff. 

DRESSING  FOR   SILK  LINES. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  i 
Gazette  favour  me  with  the  receipt  for  a  good  dress- 
ing (easily  procurable)  to  be  rubbed  in  from  time  to 
time  during  the  winter  months  for  rendering  pUable 
and  preserving  silk  reel  lines,  both  imdressed  and 
dressed  ? — Yours  truly,  L. 

Copenhagen. 

[The  best  I  know  is  Messrs.  Farlow's  "  Excelsior  " 
Line  Preservative,  thus  described  in  their  Hst : — • 
"  The  '  Excelsior  '  Line  Preservative. — The  oils, 
etc.,  in  this  composition  are  absolutely  the  same  as 
used  in  the  dressing  of  our  well-known  '  Soft  Dressed 
Lines  '  ;  it  gives  a  nice  even  smooth  surface  when 
well  rubbed  in,  and  certainly  preserves  the  fine  for 
years.  We  have  the  sole  right  to  this  invaluable 
preparation,  and  every  angler  should  have  a  box  in 
his  outfit.  The  preparation  is  also  useful  for  all  i 
kinds  of  waterproof  lines  ;  in  fact,  considerably 
improves  them.  Directions  for  use. — Thoroughly 
dry  the  line,  place  a  httle  '  Excelsior  '  Preservative 
on  the  leather,  and  well  rub  the  line.  Do  not  leave 
any  on  the  surface,  but  work  it  in  by  continuous 
friction.    Is.  per  box.    Post  2d.  per  box." — Ed.] 


A  GENTLE   COLOURING  QUERY. 

Deab  Sib, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly  tell 
me  through  your  valuable  Fishing  Gazette  what  the 
preparation  is  that  is  used  for  colouring  maggots 
yellow. — Yours  truly,  McKenzie. 
Stockport.  } 
[I  never  heard  of  such  a  preparation.    Good  liver  * 
gentles  which  have  been  scoured  in  damp  sand  are 
generally  as  yellow  as  young  wasp  grubs.    But ' 
"  McKenzie's  "  query  suggests  the  idea  that  there 
are  several  harmless  vegetable  colouring  matters, 
like  cochineal  and  saffron,  which  might  possibly  give  _ 
an  attractive  tint  to  the  useful  gentle  ;  a  lively  red  j 
gentle  would  be  a  novelty  to  the  fish.    Will  someone  j 
try  the  experiment,  say,  of  keeping  gentles  in  bran^ 
or  saw-dust  treated  with  cochineal  ? — Ed.]  i 

CRAYFISH  AND  CRAWFISH.  ^ 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  having  an  argument  with  a 
friend  with  reference  to  the  crayfish.  He  insists 
there  is  a  crayfish  which  lives  in  the  sea  as  well  as 
the  fresh-water  crayfish,  and  that  the  latter's  proper 
name  is  "  cra-n'fisli."  I  should  be  so  much  obliged 
if  you  could  inform  rae  whether  this  is  so,  as  I  have 
always  understood  that  the  crayfish  is  exclusively  a 
fresh-water  fish,  and  that  the  crawfish  is  a  marine 
fish. — Yours  truly,  C.  E.  Ruck. 

[The  sea  crayfish  is  quite  distinct  from  the  fresh- 
water crayfish ;  the  words  crayfish  and  crawfish 
seem  to  be  used  indiscriminately.  It  would  be  a 
good  thing  if  the  former  could  be  reserved  for  the 
fresh-water  and  the  latter  for  the  salt-water 
crustacean. — Ed.] 

i^Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Terms  of  Subscription. 
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All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Abtertiskmknt  Manaoeb,  St.  Dunstan's 
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BY  THE  EDITORi 


The  Flannel  Weed  Pest; 
IVIe.-  Wadham  has  kindly  and  promptly  replied  to 
my  last  week's  query  as  follows: — 

5J  Waltondale,  Newport, 
Isle  of  Wight. 
"Sept.  14. 

"  Deab  Me.  Marston, — Be  your  inquiry  in  last 
week's  Fishing  Gazette  as  to  how  we  deal  with  the 
masses  of  flannel  weed  at  Carisbrooke.  As  Herr 
JafEe  points  out  in  his  very  instructive  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  5,  the  flannel  weed  is  a 
most  abominable  plague,  for  it  seems  quite  spon- 
taneous in  its  growth,  although  I  found,  as  he 
states,  that  the  flannel  weed  will  not  grow  under 
the  shade  of  watercress  or  duckweed ;  but  then  the 
remedy  is  as  bad  as  the  disease  from  a  fly  fisher- 
man's point  of  view,  for  it  is  the  surface  of  the 
water  which  he  requires. 

''  The  following  is  the  way  we  tackled  the  flannel 
weed  this  season,  but  we  found  it  wanted  con- 
tinually '  pecking '  at  to  keep  the  water  clear  from 
it.  I  get  a  fin.  wu-e  rope,  and  get  a  man  to  hold 
one  end  of  it  on  the  bank  of  the  lake,  then  with  a 
punt  or  boat  take  a  semicircle  of  about  forty 
yards  radius,  playing  the  rope  out  as  you  go 
along,  and  when  you  reach  the  bank  again  jump 
ashore  with  the  other  end  of  the  rope,  when 
both  men  pull  in  together,  and  so  collect  all  the 
flannel  weed  within  the  semicircle.  The  idea  of 
the  wire  rope  is  not  so  much  to  sink,  for  an  ordinary 
rope  will  do  that,  but  so  that  when  one  lands  their 
cargo  of  half  a  ton  of  weed  or  more  the  wire  rope 
can  easily  be  pulled  out — that  is,  one  end  only  is 
pulled  and  so  slide  the  wire  rope  out.  If  the  banks 
of  the  lake  gradually  slope  down  to  the  water  the 
weed  can  probably  be  drawn  out  sufiiciently  while 
still  on  the  wire,  otherwise  if  the  banks  are  above 
the  water  the  wire  rope  must  be  pulled  out  of  the 
weed  when  it  gets  to  the  bank,  and  of  course  the 

•  weed  wovdd  have  to  be  taken  out  of  the  water  by 

f  hand  grapples. 

J      "To  tackle  the  middle  of  the  lake,  or  where  it  is 
f  too  distant  from  the  land,  it  requires  two  punts  or 
boats-which  are.  connected  by  about  15  or  20  yards 


of  the  wire  rope,  then  with  a  man  in  each  punt 
they  both  proceed  to  row  or  punt,  letting  the  rope 
drag  along  the  bottom  of  the  lake ;  when  there  is  a 
pretty  good  cargo  of  weed  collected  on  the  rope  it 
will  gradually  float,  when  it  can  be  towed  ashore 
and  disposed  of.  The  above  process  would  not  be 
applicable  if  there  was  any  other  strong  weed 
reaching  the  top  of  the  water  and  the  flannel  weed 
was  adhering  to  that  weed;  in  this  case  the 
stronger  weed  would  have  to  be  cut. 

"This  season  the  waters  have  been  tolerably 
free  from  flannel  weed,  but  I  cannot  arrive  at  the 
reason.  One  of  the  ponds  here  that  was  choked 
with  flannel  weed  last  year  had  a  growth  of 
perfoUate  pond  weed  {Potamogeton  ferfoliatus) 
completely  covering  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  and 
I  noticed  that  the  flannel  weed  thrived  well  amongst 
this  weed,  and  they  would  climb  and  cling  together 
as  if  they  were  the  best  of  friends.  This  year, 
much  to  my  surprise,  the  bottom  of  the  pond 
was  entirely  covered  with  unarmed  hornwort 
{Ceratophyllum  subrnersum).  Now  I  noticed  that 
the  flannel  weed  will  not  associate  with  this 
weed  as  it  did  with  the  last  year's  perfoliate  weed. 
It  is  of  no  use  to  cut  this  unarmed  hornwort  as  it 
sinks  to  the  bottom,  and  consequently  it  had  to  be 
raked  out  with  5ft.  horse  rakes  (although  instead 
of  using  a  horse  we  wind  the  rake  in  by  a  winch, 
which  saves  a  lot  of  expense).  This  seems  to  pull 
the  hornwort  out  by  the  roots,  and  so  the  bare 
mud  could  be  seen  at  the  bottom  of  the  pond. 
About  a  week  after  tens  of  thousands  of  young 
water  snails  were  to  be  seen  in  all  the  clear  places. 
Now  water  snails  being  feeders  of  algae,  have  they 
been  the  means  of  keeping  down  the  flannel  weed 
this  year  ? 

"  Here  is  an  experiment  I  tried  this  season  with 
the  weeds,  with,  I  might  say,  too  perfect  a  success. 
Into  a  length  of  stream  about  80  yards  long  by 
9  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep,  I  placed  about  a  gallon 
of  caddis  larvpe  {Linnophilus  rhombicus)  in  the 
spring  of  this  year  ;  these  feed  on  vegetable  matter. 
This  stream  always  got  choked  with  weed,  especially 
flannel  weed,  and  from  that  time  up  to  now  that 
length  of  stream  has  kept  as  free  from  weed  as  if 
it  had  been  swept  every  morning.  If  a  few  weeds 
commenced  to  grow  you  would  see  a  swarm  of  larvae 
immediately  attack  it,  very  soon  destroying  it.  In 
this  length  of  stream  last  year  I  measured  some 
flannel  weed  which  grew  21  feet  in  fourteen  days, 
and  we  always  had  to  grapple  out  the  weeds  three 
times  during  the  season,  but  this  summer  the  caddis 
have  kept  it  too  clean,  if  one  studies  the  comfort  of 
the  fish. 

"  It  seems  by  the  above  experiment  that  a  great 
deal  could  be  done  in  '  feeding  o6 '  the  weed  as  a 
farmer  does  his  grass.  Next  year  I  am  going  to 
plant  a  few  gallons  of  caddis  larvse  in  various 
patches  of  weed  in  the  ponds  and  see  what  efi'ect  it 
has.  I  see  a  friend  of  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
Oliver  Procter,  contemplates  '  covering  the  con- 
crete with  gravel  to  resist  the  flannel  weed ' ;  it 
would  be  better  for  the  fish,  but  I  don't  think  it 
would  make  any  difference  to  the  growth  of  weed, 
for  one  of  the  ponds  here  has  a  tine  granite  and 
flint  bottom,  but  the  flannel  weed  is  worse  in  this 
pond. 

"  The  eyes  of  the  pet  trout  which  had  gone 
opaque  seem  to  point  to  a  scarcity  of  food,  conse- 
quently the  fish  did  not  get  enough  nourishment, 
which  caused  cataract. 

"  Enclosed  is  the  number  of  trout  captured  here 
this  season : — 

"Caeisbrooke  Fishing  Association,  1903. 

"  Number  of  fish  captured  from  April  1  to 
Sept.  10,  570.  Average  take  per  fisherman,  5J  fish. 
Best  brown  trout,  21b.  3oz.  Best  rainbow  trout, 
llbj  6oz.  Best  day,  10  brace.  Although  the 
waters  were  fished  105  times,  there  were  not  more 
than  twenty  fishermen  had  whole  days  at  it ;  the 
majority  fished  about  two  to  three  hours. — Yours 
faithfully,  "Percy  Wadham." 

I  think  this  is  very  satisfactory  ;  the  growth  of 
the  rainbows  from  an  ounce  or  two  to  over  IJlb,  in 
less  than  a  year  is  extraordinary. 

"Salmo  Salmulus''  Again: 
A  correspondent  in  the  North  of  England  sent 
me  the  other  day  a  samlet,  one  of  the  fish  which 
some  Eden  anglers  say  cannot  be  a  salmon  because 
foimd  in  waters  where  no  salmon  can  get  to  spawn; 
I  sent  it  to  air.  Boulenger,  who  kindly  replies  as 
follows : — 

Deak  Me.  Maeston,— The  fish  received  this 


morning  is  a  young  male  salmon  with  much 
developed  roe,  such  as  has  been  de8crilx;d  as  Salmo 
salmulus.  What  we  want  to  see  is  the  female 
Salmo  salmulus  with  ova.  I  wish  you  would 
induce  your  correspondents  who  believe  in  the 
existence  of  a  small  species  of  salmon  to  produce 
the  female,  as  a  specimen  with  ova  would  be 
highly  valued  and  would  settle  a  controversy  of 
long  standing. — Yours  very  truly, 

'•Sept.  15."  "G.  A.  BoULENGER; 

I  hope  that  anglers  interested  in  the  matter  will 
bear  in  mind  what  Mr.  Boulenger  says. 

A  5lb.  Caep  on  Roach  Tackle. 
Last  Saturday  evening,  when  fishing  a  friend's 
trout  water  on  the  Chess,  I  took  shelter  from  a 
thunderstorm  in  a  shed,  where  I  found  two  other 
members  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society.  Of 
course  we  had  a  chat,  and  one  of  them  told  me  of 
the  capture  by  his  son,  when  fishing  for  roach  in 
the  Colne,  of  a  fine  carp  over  5lb.  The  angler  was 
using  a  long  roach  rod,  a  tight  line — that  is,  no 
winch — and  roach  hook  on  fine  gut.  I  was  glad  to 
hear  of  such  a  fine  bit  of  sport ;  Cooper  is  setting 
up  the  fish.  The  weather  was  against  fly  fishing, 
and  very  little  fly  to  be  seen.  I  got  a  brace  or  two 
of  nice  trout,  best.  2|lb.,  in  fine  condition.  Thanks 
to  the  rains,  the  Chess  has  much  more  water  this 
year. 


A  Geand  Roach  from  the  Chess.- 
"  A.  R.  P."  writes  to  me  from  Chorley  Wood, 
Herts,  about  a  splendid  roach  caught  recently  as 
follows : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — The  capture  of  a  roach  weighing 
21b.  4|oz.  from  the  river  Chess  by  Mr.  R.  Bycroft- 
Roberts  on  Sept.  9  is,  I  believe,  worthy  of  record. 
The  fish  measured  15Jin.  in  length,  5in.  in  depth, 
and  ll|in.  in  girth,  and  took  a  small  pellet  of 
bread  paste.  There  are  not  many  roach  in  this 
stream,  but  the  few  there  are  grow  very  rapidly. 

The  Lee,  Co.  Cork,  and  the  Earl  of  Bandon. 

It  was  very  satisfactory  to  see  from  the  following 
note  from  Mr.  Haynes.  of  Patrick-street,  Cork,  that 
the  Earl  of  Bandon  had  reconsidered  his  resignation, 
and  would  resume  the  chairmanship  of  the  con- 
servators as  promise  of  support  had  been  forth- 
coming.   Sir.  Haynes  says :  — 

"  All  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  Lee 
river,  co.  Cork,  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  river 
is  not  to  be  left,  as  it  seemed  probable  a  short  time 
ago,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  poacher.  At  the 
usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Lee  Fishery  Con- 
servators, held  on  Saturday,  Sept.  12,  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Earl  of  Bandon  regretting  that  he 
was  unable  to  attend,  and  stating  that  he  had 
reconsidered  his  resignation,  and  would  continue  to 
act  as  chairman  if  they  could  get  enough  people 
to  attend.  An  undertaking  to  this  effect  has 
apparently  been  given.  The  river  is  now  well 
stocked  with  fish,  and  the  Board's  financial  position 
better  than  it  has  been  for  years.  It  w»s  also 
decided  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  arranging 
for  the  purchase  or  building  of  a  suitable  steam 
launch  for  the  preservation  of  the  tidal  waters,'-- 

A  New  Hunting  Library.- 
Hunting  men  -will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Sir. 
Grant  Richards  is  making  the  experiment  of  a 
Ubrary  devoted  exclusively  to  hunting,  under  the 
editorship  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  -with  illustrations  by 
Mr.  R.  B.  Lodge.  Vol.  I.  is  by  Mr.  H  A.  Brj  den, 
on  "Hare  Hunting  and  Harriers."  Vol.  II.  is  by 
Mr.  T.  F.  Dale,  on  "Fox  Hunting  in  the  Shires."- 
Vol.  IIL  is  to  be  called  "  The  Master  of  Hounds,"- 
which  is  certain  to  be  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
popular  of  the  series,  especially  as  Sir.  Aflalo  has 
secured  contributions  from  Lord  Ribblesdale, 
Lieut. -Col.  G.  C.  Ricardo,  Mr.  Reginald  Herbert, 
Mr.  Arthur  Heinemann,  and  other  Masters.  I 
hope  the  experiment  will  be  a  great  success.  The 
price  of  the  volumes  is  to  be  7s.  6d.  each: 

Salmon  Cultxtre  in  France,  Etc- 
The  other  day  I  had  a  visit  from  Mr.  John  W; 
Titcomb.  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  fish  culture 
department  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries: 
Mr.  Titcomb  said  he  had  seen  the  correspondence 
on  the  subject  of  sahnon  culture,  and  was  sorry 
that  such  a  despondent  -dew  as  to  its  utility  was 
held  by  some  writers.  I  said  as  far  as  this  country 
was  concerned  artificial  culture  of  sahnon  had  been 
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carried  on  for  nearly  fifty  years,  but  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  point  to  any  river  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  say  that  good  has  been  done 
by  salmon  culture  and  show  proof  of  it.  Mr.  Tit- 
comb  told  me  that  some  of  the  results,  with  marked 
fish,  on  the  Pacific  Coast  had  been  extremely 
successful.  He  said  he  had  heard  recently 
that  the  Calif  omian  salmon  (Salmo  quinnat) 
had  been  successfully  established  in  France. 
I  had  seen  no  mention  of  such  an  im- 
portant event  in  the  French  fishing  papers, 
so  I  wrote  to  ask  Messrs.  Wyers  Freres,  the  well- 
known  fishing-tackle  makers  of  Paris,  and  they 
reply  that  they  have  heard  of  no  success  with 
iS.  quinnat.  If  Mr.  Titcomb  can  give  us  details  of 
the  success  he  refers  to  in  America  I  shall  be  very 
glad.  What  we  want  to  know  is  what  percentage  of 
the  artificially  bred  marked  smolts  — I  presume  they 
were  smolts^-came  back  as  grilse.  Wild  smolts  which 
have  been  caught  and  marked  and  returned  to  the 
river  have  come  back  and  been  identified,  but 
there  is  nothing  very  extraordinary  in  that.  What 
we  want  to  see  is  an  encouraging  percentage  of 
artificially  bred  smolts  coming  back  as  grilse,  but 
they  must  be  marked  unless  the  salmon  is  extinct 
in  the  river  and  has  been  for  some  years. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


BULL-TKOUT  AEE  SUPPLANTING 
SALMON  AND  SEA-TEOUT  (?). 

^  I  MAKE  the  statement  for  what  it  is  worth. 
Granted  that  the  above  is  a  fact— as  in  Coquet,  I 
beheve,  and  Tweed  ;  and  that  there  is  an  evident 
great  increase  in  Forth,  as  known,  I  believe,  to  nets- 
men,  but  not  often  known  to  or  realised  by  "  back- 
end  "  local  fishers.  Granted,  I  say,  that  this  increase 
IS  now  in  some  places  threatening  to  fill  our  rivers 
with  an  inferior  class  of  fish  at  the  expense  of 
superior  fish,  at  an  expense  of  reduced  sport  to 
scientific  anglers,  at  the  expense  of  food  supplies, 
as  Salmo  eriox  cannot  truly  compete  with  salmon! 
grilse,  or  sea-trout  in  quality.  If  this  first  be 
granted,  may  I  ask  through  your  columns  an 
explanation  of  the  causes  for  this  great  and  com- 
paratively recent  state  of  affairs,  without  venturing 
to  offer  my  own  ?  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  such 
explanation,  for  instance,  as  our  salmon  fishery 
boards  can  give— whether  they  be  general  boards  or 
special  boards,  like  the  conservators  under  the 
Tweed  Acts  ?  I  would  esteem  the  honest  opinion  of 
any  old  angler  also  who  has  known,  say,  the  Coquet 
or  the  Tweed  "  since  he  was  a  laddie."  I  would 
even  value  the  honest  statement,  or  even  belief,  of 
say,  the  most  ancient  and  successful  poacher  on,  say,' 
Tweed,  which  river  yields  more  convictions  in  a 
season  than  all  the  rest  of  Great  Scotland  does, 
under  the  Government  Board  or  other  local  conser- 
vators.- I  would  be  glad  if  any  returns  could  be 
given  of  the  number  of  bull-trout  (&  eriox)  captured 
by  net  and  coble  and  by  rod,  say,  up  to  the  dates  of 
the  closing  of  the  seasons  for  nets  and  for  anglers. 

I  would  be  curious  to  learn  also  how  many  bull- 
trout {S.  eriox)  are  killed  in  the  close  season  as  com- 
pared with  true  salmon  and  sea-trout  ?  If  such 
figures  in  entirety  cannot  be  arrived  at  by  the 
machinery  of  the  law  or  by  the  confessions  of  our 
best  poachers,  still  it  remains  of  interest  to  learn 
how  many  convictions  are  obtained  of  the  kilhng 
of  kelts,  of  baggits,  of  salmon,  or  of  S.  eriox  ? 
This  might  be  accomphshed,  provided  the  judges 
are  themselves  aware  of  the  differences  between  the 
different  species  or  classes  of  fish. 

It  would  be  of  value  also  if  that  were  within  the 
resources  of  our  present  knowledge  to  ascertain  how 
many  river  conservators,  how  many  judges,  and 
even  how  many  commissioners  are  in  a  position  to 
swear  what  is  a  "  kelt,"  and  what  is  a  "  clean-run 
fish,"  or  what  the  difference  in  appearance  is  between 
a  "  black  fish  "  of  8.  trutta  and  a  "  black  fish  "  of 
iS'.  eriox.  Against  this  information  it  might  then 
possibly  be  of  interest  to  classify  the  different 
"  runs  "  of  the  different  species— salmon,  sea-trout, 
and  bull-trout.  This  has  been  done  to  some  extent 
from  time  to  time  ;  indeed,  I  suppose  these  "  runs  ". 
are  well  enough  known  to  "  locals,"  and  ought  to  be 
also  known,  which  they  presumably  are,  to  those  con  - 
seryators,  judges,  commissioiVers  who  are  supposed 
to  interpret  and  administer  the  law.  But  if  as  I 
suppose,  or  presume,  these  facts,  these  "  times  and 
seasons,"  and  natural  history  points  are  known 
sufficiently  intimately  to  those  who  are  in  charge  of 
our  fresh-water  gsheries— if  so,  then,  would  it  be 


at  this  time— A.D.  1900  (1903  vem)— premature  of 
a  "  humble  searcher  after  truth  "  to  ask  whether 
any  deductions  have  been  drawn  from  such  facts 
of  which  they  have  become  aware,  and  which  could 
be  utihsed  in  replying  to  some  of  the  earlier  ques- 
tions I  propose  above  ? 

However  that  may  be,  it  does  seem  time  to  have 
this  matter  looked  into  and  reported  upon,  as  far 
as  the  machinery  or  ability  of  the  law  allows  of 
inquiries  to  be  instituted  in  an  efficient  manner. 
It  is  in  the  hope  that  someone,  having  the  experience 
and  the  position  and  the  opportunities,  aided  by 
powers,  to  accumulate  statistics,  and  make  even 
common-sense  deductions,  will  oft'er  some  explana- 
tion of  the  statement  which  I  head  the  article  with, 
correcting  it,  however,  if  it  is  untrue.  If  the  text  is 
denied  by  those  having  the  knowledge,  I  would 
be  obliged  if  the  proofs  were  made  public,  or 
references  given  to  authoritative  statements. 

I  think,  sir,  you  would  be  doing  a  service  to  those 
interested  in  such  matters  if  you  ventilated  the  ques 
tions  and  succeed  in  obtaining  satisfactory  repUes. 
Information  gained  from  any  of  our  rivers  which  are 
known  to  be  frequented  by  S.  eriox,  upon  these  and 
similar  points  could  scarcely  fail,  I  believe,  to  yield 
important  fruits,  if  carefully  tabulated.  The  pity 
may  be,  however,  that  it  is  getting  late  in  the 
"  annals "  already ;  and,  always  granting  the 
heading  is  correct,  that  it  may  be  too  late  to  rectify 
it,  except  at  overwhelming  expense  and  with  radical 
revolution  of  our  long-continued  system.  So  far  as 
relative  importance  goes,  it  may  (if  correctly  stated, 
and  if  the  state  of  affairs  is  to  be  corrected)  prove 
almost  as  great  a  revolution  as  the  introduction  of  a 
new  fiscal  pohcy.  J.  A.  Harvie-Beown. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  above,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
informs  me  that  at  any  rate  as  regards  the 
Yorkshire  Esk  there  are  now  far  more  salmon 
than  bull-trout,  although  formerly  the  reverse  was 
the  case.  If  that  is  so  (and  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  facts)  the  following 
article  is  answered — if  the  facts  are  provedj 

But  I  wi.sh  still  to  allow  my  (queried)  statement 
to  stand  as  above.  If  my  statement  be  correct, 
could  anyone  account  for  it,  or,  if  denied,  can 
anyone  give  reasons  ? 

Now,  out  of  the  runs  of  salmon  (S.  salar  vera), 
surely  far  more  fish  are  killed  than  out  of  the  runs 
of  bull-trout  {S.  eriox) — am  I  right,  or  am  I  wrong  ? 
I  understand  the  run  of  the  latter  is  a  late  run — an 
autumn  run — (is  it  not  ?)  and  that  the  hulk  is  after 
the  nets  are  off.  Now  tell  me,  are  true  salmon 
(8.  salar)  better  increased  by  killing  off  a  larger 
proportion  than  8.  eriox  are  by  letting  them  much 
more  alone  ? 

If  <S.  eriox  are  not  killed  or  thinned  off  propor- 
tionately to  true  salmon  (>S'.  salar),  have  8.  eriox 
decreased  because  of  too  many  old  fish,  and  too 
many  old  males  having  been  left  ?  If  they  have 
increased  how  do  salmon  {8.  salar)  hold  their  own 
and  soon  increase  (as  Mr.  Marston  tells  me  they 
have  done  and  are  doing)  ? 

Lastly — Is  there  any  comparison  to  be  drawn 
between  the  improvement  of  grouse  moors  (or 
increase  of  black  game)  by  killing  off  old  cocks 
(and  old  hens  too  !),  and  the  improvement  of  salmon 
rivers  by  the  thinning  out  or  killing  off  of  old  cock 
fish  and  old  hens  too? 

I  would  like  much  if  Prof.  Edward  Prince  would 
answer  some  such  queries  as  regards  British 
Columbian  rivers,  and  describe  the  free  fights  which 
occur,  under  vision,  of  the  fish  of  those  great 
rivers. 

[Mr.  Harvie- Brown  raises  a  most  important  and 
interesting  question  ;  it  does  not  follow  because  in 
the  Yorkshire  Esk  salmon  are  said  to  have  sup- 
planted bull-trout  that  the  reverse  is  not  the  case 
in  other  rivers,  and  I  hope  more  information  may 
be  forthcoming.— R.  B.  M.] 


DEY  FLY  FISHING  IN  BEIEF. 
By  P.:  WiTj 

[Concluded  from  -page  158.) 
CHAPTER  XI.  —continued. 
When  using  No.  1  hooks  I  invariably  dress  these 
three  flies  with  two  hackles  each,  but  in  very  hot 
weather  I  tie  them  on  smaller  hooks,  even  down  to 
000,  when  I  use  only  one  hackle,  as  short  as  possible 
in  the  fibre,  and  single  wings — not  double.  Both 
red  and  ginger  quills  of  all  sizes,  even  as  large  as 
Np,  3  jiooks  on  rough  days,  are  well  taken  h-y  dace, 


Another  excollent  dace  fly  all  the  season  too  is  a 
Coachman,  used  all  day  as  well  as  in  the  evening, 
and  in  my  opinion  kills  even  better  when  tied  with 
dark  starhng  upright  wings.  In  hot  weather, 
especially  about  midday,  a  small  Lock's  Fancy  and 
also  a  small  Wickham's  Fancy  are  splendid  killers, 
and  Foster's  badger  hackle,  000  hook.  When  on, 
the  Grannom  is  one  of  the  best  flies  for  dace  I  know.- 
On  dull  or  wet  afternoons  a  Red  Sedge  with  a  green 
body  often  does  well,  and  the  Red  Sedge  and 
Orange  Sedge  in  the  evening  are  sure  to  raise  fish. 
H.  A.  Murton's  pattern  of  small  Red  Spinners  (the 
imago  of  the  Blue  Dun),  with  landrail  wings,  is  a 
first-rate  fly  for  both  trout  and  dace.  In  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette  of  July  21,  1900,  full  particulars  are 
given  of  a  few  first-rate  dace  flies,  namely,  the 
Black  Midge,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  etc. 

Caution. 

It  is  easy  to  make  a  lovely-looking  fly  if  it  is 
trimmed  up  with  the  scissors,  but  any  wings  which 
have  once  been  cut  are  useless,  as  when  wet  after 
a  few  casts  such  wings  invariably  spht  up,  until 
they  look  Uke  a  bunch  of  tiny  stiff  spikes,  and  no 
self-respecting  fish  will  touch  them.  Hackles,  too. 
should  seldom  be  cut,  as  they  then  become  stiff  and 
stubby  and  lose  all  natural  softness  and  play  in  the 
water.  If,  however,  when  the  fly  is  finished  the 
wings  are  undoubtedly  too  long,  their  tips  can  be 
nipped  off  by  the  finger  and  thumb  nails,  if  very 
carefully  done. 

After  all  this  about  dace  fishing,  I  fancy  I  hear 
some  of  my  readers  remark  :  "  What  is  the  use  of 
my  getting  a  rod  and  flies  when,  owing  to  my  busi- 
ness, the  only  chance  I  have  of  using  them  is  on 
Saturday  afternoons,  or  during  my  short  fortnight's 
holiday,  and  I  know  of  no  place  where  one,  can  get 
decent  fishing  well  out  in  the  country,  and  yet 
within  a  cheap  and  short  railway  run  from  London?  " 
Well,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  more  than  one 
such  place  within  very  easy  distance  of  Charing 
Cross,  and  I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  one  of  them 
away  pro  bono. 

Feltham  Station  is  on  the  L.S.W.R.,  is  14|  miles 
from  Waterloo  (north  station),  and  return  ticket  3s., 
2s.  4d.,  and  2s.  The  angler  on  arrival  at  Feltham 
should  cross  over  by  the  bridge  at  the  far  end  of  the 
platform  to  the  up  side  of  the  line.  While  upon 
the  bridge  he  will  be  able  to  see  the  point  to  make 
for,  namely,  the  level  crossing  about  200  yards 
beyond  the  station.  Having  got  there,  let  him 
turn  his  back  to  the  metals  and  walk  straight  ahead 
along  the  good  main  road  for  a  mile  and  a  half, 
when  it  terminates  in  another  wide  high  road,  which 
cuts  it  off  at  right  angles.  Here  turn  to  the  left, 
and  300  yards  on  take  the  first  turn  possible  to  the 
right,  which  leads  through  the  winding  village 
street  of  Bedfont,  when  the  traveller  again  has  to 
turn  either  to  right  or  left.  The  right-hand  turn  in 
two  more  minutes  brings  him  out  on  to  the  bridge 
which  spans  the  river  Colne.  Thirty-five  minutes 
should  be  allowed  from  the  station  to  this  point  on 
foot.  Here  there  are  more  miles  of  water  than  the 
writer  has  ever  yet  been  able  to  cover  in  one  day's 
fishing.  All  who  wish  for  particulars  should  apply 
in  writing  to  the  proprietor,  Mr.  F.  Drake,  the  Snuff 
Mills,  Stanwell  Moor,  near  Staines,  enclosing  a 
clearly  addressed  stamped  envelope  for  reply.  This 
water  holds  pike,  perch,  chub,  roach,  and  dace, 
and  a  few  trout ;  250  two-year-old  brown  trout 
from  the  river  Itchen  were  also  turned  into  it  in 
1900.  Day  tickets,  2s.  each,  season,  £1.  All  under- 
sized fish  landed  must  be  promptly  returned  to  the 
stream,  whether  alive  or  dead. 

On  this  part  of  the  Colne  a  good  fisherman  may 
confidently  expect  fair  sport  on  any  reasonable  sort 
of  fishing  day,  and  some  very  pretty  baskets  at 
times,  but  the  novice  at  first  must  be  prepared  to 
lose  a  lot  of  dace.  The  stream  holds  plenty  of  fish 
of  all  sizes,  but  they  are  well  educated,  and  therefore 
difficult  to  catch,  which  of  course  is  one  of  the  many 
charms  of  the  sport. 

CHAPTER  XII. 

How  ViBRATrON  AND  SOTIND  AFFECT  TrOTJT  :  ALSO 

THE  True  Secret  of  all  Correct  Casting. 
Tlie  author  desires  to  express  his  hearty  thanks 
to  both  Mr.  E.  V.  Corrie,  for  the  interesting  letter 
which  follows,  and  to  Mr.  A.  Wynne  Corrie,  for  also 
giving  his  valuable  assistance  in  many  parts  of  these 
articles. 

"  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
"  Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants. 

"Nov.  9,  1901. 
Mt  dear  P,  Wit,— You  hare,  I  suppose,  heard 
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of  the  trout  which  came  rushing  to  the  surface  of 
the  water  of  their  pond  when  a  bell  was  rung  at 
feeding  time,  and  how  the  same  fish  came  just  as 
eagerly  when  the  clapper  of  the  bell  was  removed  ; 
but  the  value  of  that  experiment  was  discounted  by 
the  fact  that  the  trout  on  each  occasion  could  see 
the  bell-holder  on  the  bank  of  their  pond. 

"  I  have  crept  up  close  behind  a  very  shy  (wild) 
feeding  trout  which  was  rising  steadily  on  Martyr 
Worthy,  and  when  within  a  few  feet  of  him  made 
the  most  diabolical  noise  I  could  compass — and  I 
can  yell  with  most  people.  I  also  blew  a  very  ear- 
piercing  whistle.  The  trout  calmly  continued  to 
suck  down  fat  olives.  A  sUght  jarring  of  the  bank 
made  by  tapping  the  ground  with  the  toe  of  my 
boot  did  not  disturb  his  feeding,  but  when  I  banged 
the  bank  hard  he  bolted. 

"  I  think  trout  can  pretty  easily  detect  vibration 
made  by  people  walking  on  the  bank,  especially  in 
places  where  hollow  overhanging  banks  accentuate 
the  vibrations  caused  by  footsteps  and  so  on. 
Where  the  fish  are  very  constantly  fished  for  from 
off  swampy  ground,  such  as  at  Ashtree  Bend,  I 
think  they  have  sense  enough  to  recognise  that  the 
trembUng  of  the  bank  is  a  prelude  to  being  fished 
for ;  but  the  fact  that  even  shy  trout  and  grayUng 
are  not  put  down  (or  only  momentarily)  by  heavy 
cattle  walking  about  the  banks  near  where  the  fish 
are  rising  tends  to  prove  that  they  are  not  very 
susceptible  to  vibrations  of  the  water  caused  by 
bank  tremor. 

"  I  have  also  tested  the  susceptibility  of  a  trout's 
h3aring  and  other  senses  by  getting  B.  to  fire  a  rifle 
within  a  few  yards  of  a  rising  trout  while  I  was  lying 
with  my  face  not  many  feet  from  the  fish.  Wien 
the  shot  was  fired  level  with  the  water  nearly,  and  not 
in  the  direction  of  the  trout,  the  fish  took  no  notice 
but  when  the  rifle  was  pointed  towards  (and  above 
of  course)  the  trout,  he  bolted  the  moment  of  firing. 

"  Trout  discriminate  easily  between  people  and 
cattle;  for  instance,  when  cattle  have  been  many 
days  in  a  water-meadow  the  trout  are  not  a  bit 
scared  by  a  procession  of  beasts  along  the  river 
bank  ;  indeed,  I  have  watched  fish  rising  within  a 
few  yards  of  cattle  when  the  latter  were  standing 
in  the  water  splashing  with  their  feet  and  swinging 
their  tails  to  drive  off  flies. 

"  These  same  trout,  however,  all  made  for  shelter 
directly  a  man  showed  himself.  The  man  held  a 
rod,  however,  and  that  may  have  made  the  differ- 
ence, though,  as  it  was  carried  at  a  low  level,  I  think 
rather  the  fish  recognised  a  strange  form. 

"  Make  any  use  you  like  of  these  notes,  and  ask 
any  questions  about  points  I  may  be  able  to  give  you. 

"  In  my  opinion  the  p3rfection  of  dry-fly  fishing 
consists  in  dropping  your  fly  as  close  to  the  eye  (the 
eye  nearest  to  you)  of  the  rising  trout  as  possible— 
rather  behind  the  eye  (downstream  of  it)  for  choice  ; 
thus  the  trout  sees  nothing  of  the  gut  to  speak  of' 
and  the  movement  of  the  fly  as  it  falls,  dimpling  the 
surface  of  the  stream,  is  an  additional  attraction. 
I  once,  when  the  trout  seemed  almost  impossible  to 
catch,  gave  John  Lock  a  day's  fishing,  and  did 
keeper  to  him,  watching  his  every  cast ;  he  killed 
a  lot  of  fish  (many  years  ago).  He  never  threw 
above  his  trout  intentionally,  or  not  more  than  an 
inch  or  so,  unless  fishing  across  stream  to  a  banker, 
where,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  there  is  less  "  drag  "' 
when  the  fly  has  travelled  some  distance  %vith  the 
stream.  John's  fly  was  constantly  being  presented 
alongside  the  trout's  mouth,  but  always  as  far  as 
John  could  manage  on  that  side  of  the  fish's  head 
nearest  to  the  rod. 

"  Mr.  ,  as  you  know,  hardly  ever  fails  to  get 

a  good  basket,  and  appears  to  most  onlookers  to  be 
nearly  always  casting  short  of  his  fish.  I  have  often 
felt  wild  when  someone  tells  him  he  is  '  not  up  to  ' 
his  fish.'' 

It  now  only  remains  to  wish  the  reader  good 
sport  when  he  tries  dry-fly  fishing,  wandering 
rod  in  hand  by  the  riverside,  listening  to  its 
varying  songs,  while  the  cattle  in  the  distance 
stand  hough  deep  in  the  rich  meadow  grasses  ; 
perhaps  some  grand  old  English  park  with  all 
its  glory  of  colour,  light  and  shade  making  a 
perfect  background,  while  overhead  in  the  fleecy 
sky  the  sweet  wild  cry  of  a  wheeUng  plover  is 
followed  below  by  a  pair  of  warblers  in  the  sedges, 
protesting  against  the  fisherman's  intrusion  as  he 
feels  his  footway  to  a  small  willow  bush  in  their 
vicinity,  from  which  covert  he  intends  to  put  his 
first  fly  to  a  trout  he  has  just  seen  rise.  May  a  con- 
tented mind  and  many  such  a  fishing  day  be  the  lot 
of  all  good  anglers  who  go  fly-fishing. 


FISHING  IN  THICK  WATEE,  ETC. 


We  have  had  a  lot  of  it  lately,  and  fish  frequent 
all  sorts  of  out  of  the  way  places  in  a  highly 
coloured  water.  I  have  seen  large  roach  shaking 
the  sedge  within  a  yard  of  the  side  in  less  than 
two  feet  of  water,  and  I  have  caught  roach  and 
dace  in  a  fresh  miles  from  the  main  river,  near  a 
brick  bridge  where  a  small  tributary  of  it  was  not 
more  than  four  inches  in  depth  at  low  water.  I 
have  caught  barbel  up  to  41b.  in  weight  in  a  thick 
water  about  four  feet  in  depth,  where  there  was 
not  the  slightest  chance  of  catching  one  when  the 
river  was  at  its  normal  level.  Then  it  would  have 
been  from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches  in  depth,  and 
frequented  by  numerous  fry.  With  respect  to 
barbel,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  water 
cannot  be  too  low  and  clear.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  writer  on  barbel  says:  "When  there  is  a  rise 
in  the  water  and  it  is  very  thick  the  plumb  (or 
leger)  is  then  your  only  chance,  as  in  fishing  with 
it  the  bait  lies  on  the  bottom,  and  when  it  does 
barbel  will  be  sure  to  find  it,  no  matter  how  thick 
the  water  or  how  dark  the  day."  On  these  occa- 
sions the  difficulty  is  to  find  the  quarry.  Many 
anglers  do  not  believe  that  barbel  can  see  a  bait 
in  thick  water;  if  this  be  the  case  one  must 
conclude  that  they  either  smell  it  or  bring  their 
barbules  into  play  in  finding  it.  With  respect  to 
several  other  fish  finding  baits  in  similar  circum- 
stances, one  is  apt  to  forget  what  a  difference 
there  is  in  the  colour  of  the  water  in  quiet  shallow 
eddies,  slacks,  and  protected  swims  where  it  is 
comparatively  still  and  the  rushing,  racing  main 
current. 

No  doubt,  as  Walton  says,  "Chub  is  the  fear- 
fullest  of  fishes  "  ;  but  the  other  day  I  caught  one 
that  weighed  about  lib.  on  a  busy  part  of  the 
Thames,  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  yards  from 
where  the  rowing-boats  were  continually  being 
brought  over  the  rollers  and  the  scullers  kicking 
up  a  fearful  row. 

The  knowing  gentleman  in  the  wooden  hut  on  the 
high  bank  situated  between  the  lock  and  the  back- 
water said,  "  You  will  catch  nothing  there  but  a  few 
gudgeon."  A  bit  of  quiet  flowing  water  between  a 
house-boat  and  a  row  of  four  or  five  pleasure  boats, 
where  the  rowing  boats  did  not  come,  was  sufficient 
harbour.  After  fishing  about  half  an  hour,  of 
course  I  had  to  leave  to  catch  my  train.  In  the 
Thames  fish  are  often  compelled  to  affect  certain 
places,  and  do  exactly  the  opposite  to  what  they 
would  in  other  rivers— chub,  for  instance,  frequent- 
ing swims  from  10ft.  to  I2ft.  in  depth  for  the  sake 
of  quiet,  at  a  period  when  they  would  be  caught  in 
other  rivers  in  swims  not  more  than  4ft.  or  5ft.  in 
depth.  I  have  no  doubt  this  is  the  reason  I  have 
caught,  and  seen  others  catch,  both  chub  and  barbel 
in  similar  swims. 

In  the  Thames,  more  especially,  fish  are  obliged 
to  adapt  themselves  to  circumstances.  Thus  a 
well-known  author  says  re  gudgeon  in  the  river  at 
Hampton  Court :  "I  have  caught  lots  of  gudgeon 
at  the  spot  where  the  carts  are  taken  into  the 
water,  the  grinding  of  the  wheels  and  splashing  of 
the  horses  thoroughly  disturbing  it.  So  accustomed 
are  the  fish  to  disturbance  that  they  feed  close  to 
the  carts,  coming  into  the  muddy  water  to  search 
for  worms  and  other  food."  I  wonder  how  many 
anglers  have  passed  such  a  scene,  never  dreaming 
that  fish  could  be  caught  there. 

I  thmk  this  is  on  a  par  with  crows  and  other 
birds  taking  no  notice  of  a  passing  train.  I  have 
seen  crows  even  remain  on  a  telegraph  wire  in 
similar  circumstances;  they  know  perfectly  well 
that  there  is  more  danger  in  a  man  with  a  gun  than 
there  is  in  a  dozen  trains  thundering  by. 

An  old  friend  of  mine  who  prefers  a  coloured 
water,  has  repeatedly  said  that  the  water  cannot  be 
too  thick  if  the  angler  will  take  the  trouble  to  fish 
in  suitable  shallow  swims.  Many  an  angler  has 
gone  a-fishing,  found  the  water  what  he  considered 
too  thick,  and  gone  home  again  without  even  trying. 
The  other  day  I  caught  a  perch  weighing  nearly  a 
pound,  a  carp  bream,  and  lost  another  within  a 
few  yards  of  a  swim  which  an  angler  had  fished  for 
a  short  time  and  left  in  disgust.  The  fact  is,  to  an 
unobservant  angler  a  river  often  looks  thicker  than 
it  really  is.  and  if  this  angler  hadjfilled  a  jug  from 
a  gentle  eddy,  slack,  lay-by,  or  quiet  corner  near 
the  bank,  he  would  have  been  surprised  at  the 
result.  He  might  have  tried  in  several  swims  in 
almost  every  field  where  the  fish  would  have  had 
no  difficulty  in  seeing  worms,  gen  ties,  greaves,  or 


paste,  either  close  to  or  on  the  ground.  He 
was  deceived  in  contemplating  the  water  in  a 
body.  In  a  fresh  fish  simply  come  into  shallow 
water  for  comfort,  quiet,  and  food,  and  they  are 
not  long  about  it  either.  I  have  often  caught 
roach,  dace,  and  perch  close  to  the  sedge  in  less 
than  thirty  inches  of  water.  In  thick  water,  for 
anything  I  know  to  the  contrary,  most  fish  may  have 
the  power  of  smelling  food  like,  I  firmly  believe,  eels 
have  (I  mean  even  those  eels  you  have  all  seen  with 
such  exceedingly  small  bright  eyes  and  veiy  sharp 
noses),  and  the  angler  has  a  great  advantage  over 
the  fish  if  he  will  operate  in  proper  swims  and  keep 
away  from  the  side.  Again,  I  always  think  fish  are 
more  hungry  in  a  highly  coloured  water— the  common 
sources  of  food  are  closed,  they  can  feed  in  perfect 
quiet  without  being  seen,  and  as  they  come  on  the 
grass  for  worms,  or  on  the  look-out  for  them 
floating  down,  either  dead  or  ahve,  they  should 
be  the  chief  bait,  although  it  often  pays,  in 
certain  rivers,  to  use  a  pellet  of  bread  and  cheese 
paste,  or  a  pellet  of  clean  white  bread  paste  for 
roach  in  a  sandy  or  gravelly  swim ;  although 
many  anglers  never  think  of  trying  it,  the  best 
roach  may  often  be  caught  by  this  bait. 

Just  as  the  flow  up  of  the  tide  is  always  good  for 
catching  eels  in  a  river,  so  a  rising  water  is  the  best 
for  sport.  So  soon  as  the  water  begins  to  fall  the 
fish  are  off,  and  in  a  few  days  there  may  be  nothing 
but  muddy  or  saturated  land  where  one  had  good 
sport.  In  rather  thick  water  I  believe  fish  often 
deliberately  take  the  bait — I  mean  in  quite  a 
natural  manner  without  being  influenced  by  either 
fear  or  jealousy.  I  have  caught  both  perch  and 
bream  legering  in  a  discoloured  water  with  the 
top  of  the  rod  swaying  very  gently.  I  have 
prepared  to  strike,  thinking  this  peculiar  movement 
was  made  by  a  nibbhng  fish.  Presently  it  ceased, 
and  on  pulling  up  to  look  at  my  bait  I  have  caught 
a  good  perch  or  bream  with  the  worm  so  far  down 
that  I  could  only  just  release  it  with  my  forefinger. 
Flounders  and  other  fish  will  sometimes  act  in  a 
similar  manner. 

"  The  perch  is  a  bold  biting  fish.''  In  ordinary 
circumstances  there  is  no  doubt  about  it,  but  there 
are  occasions  whenitwill  take  the  bait  as  deliberately 
as  a  tench,  carp,  or  bream,  and  this  was  one  of 
them ;  at  any  rate,  neither  the  perch  nor  bream 
could  have  moved  from  where  they  bit,  that  is 
quite  certain.- 

In  fishing  in  a  rising  water,  every  fresh  swim  one 
tries  when  walking  along  a  river  I  always  think 
fills  one  with  hope  and  the  most  lively  expecta- 
tion. It  may  be  a  chub,  barbel,  roach,  bream, 
perch,  flounder,  or  eel  that  will  reward  one's  toil, 
and  as  the  angler  is  continually  on  the  move  the 
rod  should  be  light,  pliant,  yet  strong. 

A  2|in.  or  Sin.  quick-running  reel.  No.  2  plait  or 
twisted  line  (a  little  vaseline  well  rubbed  in  will 
prevent  them  from  kinking),  a  red-tipped  turkey 
quill  float  that  will  take  three  or  four  No.  4  shot,  a 
three-yard  length  of  really  good  undrawn  gut  that 
would  hold  a  41b.  chub  or  barbel,  baiting  with  a 
couple  of  cockspurs  on  a  No.  8,  or  the  tail  end  of  a 
maiden  lob  on  a  No.  7  hook,  the  angler  can  wander 
from  swim  to  swim,  keeping  well  away  from  the 
side,  and  allow  his  float  and  tackle  to  work  or  glide 
into  a  swim  rather  than  cast  them  into  it,  and  if 
the  tyro  fails  to  catch  fish  under  these  conditions 
I  am  afraid  he  never  will,  never  forgetting  that 
the  thicker  the  water  the  shallower  he  should  fish.; 


FINNOCK  SPORT  AND  LUEES. 


The  brown  trout  season  is  about  over,  but  the 
finnock  and  sea-trout  are  or  ought  to  be  about 
their  best.-  Whatever  may  be  said  about  the  spring 
finnock  and  his  "kelty"  condition,  the  same  can- 
not be  flung  at  the  autumn  finnock  or  sea-trout.- 
Not  a  fish  that  swims  is  in  better  condition  than 
the  finnock  fresh  from  the  sea,  and  a  dish  of  them 
is  a  fit  meal  for  a  king.  They  run  up  from  about 
three  to  the  pound  to  lib.  in  weight,  the  average 
being  fully  lOoz.,  are  plump,  silvery,  and  sportive 
to  a  degree,  and  are  neither  scarce  nor  shy  when 
the  weather  conditions  are  at  all  favourable.' 

The  break  of  day  is  the  best  time  to  make  a  big 
basket,  and  in  this  case  the  "  early  bird  certainly 
catches  the  worm,'^  whether  on  tidal  or  inland 
waters.  Yet  given  a  down  stream  wind  and  a 
nut-brown  water,  and  he  is  a  sure  riser  at  all  times. 

The  finnock,  whitling.  or  herling  is  the  "grilse" 
or  "peal'-i  stage  of  the  sea-trout  proper,  and  runs 
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up  our  rivers,  streams,  and  burns  that  debouch 
into  the  sea  sparsely  in  August  but  in  bulk  during 
September  and  the  early  days  of  October.  Some 
streams  are  earlier  and  some  later,  the  later 
streams  usually  yielding  heavier  fish.  They  frequent 
the  estuaries  and  tidal  waters  in  shoals,  and 
gradually  disappear  into  the  main  streams  with 
every  successive  flood.  In  low,  clear  waters  and 
droughty  seasons  they  remam  in  the  tidal  reaches 
longer  than  they  do  in  a  spatey  season  like  the 
present,  and  then  they  are  picked  out  by  the 
round  dozen  at  every  tide  ;  but  when  the  conditions 
are  favourable  they  leave  the  tidal  and  afford  rich 
and  varied  sport  on  the  inland  waters  for  many 
miles  above  the  influence  of  the  briny.  A  very 
little  time  in  the  sweet  waters  changes  their  silvery 
sheen  to  one  of  sombre  grey,  much  more  quickly 
than  is  the  case  in  either  the  grilse  or  salmon ; 
but  their  sportive  and  edible  qualities  are  little 
impaired. 

On  the  tidal  reaches  it  is  necessary  to  study  the 
local  tide- table,  and  at  given  fixed  hours  certain 
spots  afford  the  best  chances  of  making  a  heavy 
creel.  The  rule  to  follow  wherever  one  may  be 
fishing  is  to  start  at  dead  low  water'  as  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  as  possible,  and  then  fish  up 
with  the  tide.  The  finnock  come  in  with  the  tide, 
and  at  extreme  high  water  will  be  found  farthest 
from  the  sea.  Yet  another  plan  may  be  adopted, 
and  quite  the  contrary.  Commence  at  the  turn  of 
the  tide  and  fish  it  out,  picking  up  positions  here 
and  there  where  the  fish  will  be  found  thickest, 
and  which  will  afi^ord  at  least  a  couple  of  hours  or 
so  of  good  sport.  This  is  the  safest  plan  where 
deep  wading  or  treacherous  banks  have  to  be 
negotiated  as  the  receding  tide  will  leave  the  angler 
high  and  dry,  while  the  incoming  tide,  on  the  other 
hand,  may  form  a  trap  for  him  with  the  result  of 
a  wetting.  A  little  local  knowledge  should  at  all 
times  and  places  be  sought,  and  acted  on  at  the 
outset. 

The  lures  are  distinctly  of  two  classes.  For 
finnock  and  sea- trout  in  the  tidal,  tinselled  flies  on 
small  double  irons  are  the  best.  The  Hare's  Lug. 
March  Brown,  Lord  Saltoun,  Greenwell's  Glory,  all 
do  well,  according  to  the  prevailing  conditions,  and 
anything  with  a  bit  of  peacock  in  it  is  at  all  times  sure 
to  kill.  The  Creeper,  the  Terror,  and  the  rubber 
tubes  are  also  used  after  the  manner  of  the  fly, 
with  the  bright  little  Devon,  the  sand-eel,  and,  the 
lure  above  lures,  the  "  garden  fly,"  or  earth  worm. 
These  may  be  used  on  Nos.  8,  9,  10  Limerick  scale, 
and  in  small  clear  waters  on  Nos.  10,  11,  and  12  of 
the  same.  For  inland  finnock  and  sea-trout  the 
Jungle  Cock,  Bumble  Bee,  Hare's  Ear,  Saltoun, 
and  Greenwell's  Glory,  with  numerous  local  fancies, 
will  be  found  to  answer  much  in  the  same  manner 
as  would  be  used  for  ordinary  brown  trout.  On 
the  tidals  stronger  and  rougher  gut  may  be 
employed,  but  on  the  inland  stretches  far  and  fine 
fishing  is  often  necessary  to  secure  the  best  baskets. 
Next  to  salmon  angling  there  is  nothing  to  be 
compared  to  a  turn  among  the  fresh-run  finnock. 

G,  M,' 


FISH  CULTUEE. 

Mr.  Chables  Bbaun,  of  the  Sowley  Fishery, 
Lymington,  Hampshire,  gives  some  excellent  advice 
in  his  price-fist  for  1903-1904.  We  are  specially 
glad  to  see  that  he  says,  as  we  have  always  done, 
that  our  native  brown  trout,  Salmo  fario,  is  the  fish 
for  our  rivers  and  streams.  Here  are  a  few  extracts, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  the  Sowley  Fishery  is 
flourishing;  We  have  often  heard  good  accounts  of 
the  fish  it  sends  out  :— 

"  In  issuing  my  price-hst  for  1903-1904,  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  report  a  successful  season, 
resulting  in  a  larger  stock  of  yearhng  and  two-year- 
old  trout  at  the  Sowley  Fishery  than  has  ever  been 
raised  before. 

"  So-called  best  yearlings  are  fish  averaging  from 
4in.  to  6in.  in  length.  Good  average  yearlings  from 
Sin.  to  Sin.  in  length; 

"  I  shall  be  pleased  to  quote  special  prices  for 
picked  6in.  yearlings  when  desired  to  do  so,  but  as 
a  rule  I  find  very  little  is  gained  by  the  extra  expense 
incurred. 

"  The  brown  trout,  pure  and  simple,  is  xm- 
doubtedly  the  best  fish  for  rivers  and  streams  ;  Loch 
Leven  and  rainbow  trout  thrive  best  in  ponds  and 
lakes  where  there  is  plenty  of  natural  food. 

"  I  do  not  advise  the  introduction  of  rainbow 


trout  into  rivers  and  streams  which  already  hold  a 
stock  of  brown  trout. 

"  I  would  impress  upon  gentlemen  who  are  think- 
ing of  stocking  their  waters  with  trout  that  they 
should  book  their  orders  early. 

"  It  is  always  a  disappointment  to  me,  and  a 
vexation  to  them,  if  I  am  obliged  to  refuse  oi'ders 
which  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  season,  say  in  March 
or  April,  owing  to  the  fact  that  my  stock  is  sold  out. 

"  I  shall  always  be  glad  to  give  any  advice  per- 
taining to  fishery  matters,  and  I  can  assure  intending 
purchasers  that  the  Sowley  Fishery  will  only  supply 
them  with  the  best  of  fish  in  the  best  of  condition." 
CoAKSE  Fish  also  Supplied. 

Mr.  Braun  is  also  able  to  supply  most  kinds  of 
coarse  fish,  including  pike,  perch,  bream,  roach,  and 
rudd. 

THE  MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCS. 

The  manager,  in  issuing  a  new  and  revised  price 
list,  reports  that  last  season  (1903)  was  a  record 
one  both  for  trout  and  miscellaneous  fish; 

"  In  all  cases  where  other  fish  are  absent  it  will 
be  found  the  better  and  cheaper  way  to  purchase  a 
good  stock  of  fry  in  preference  to  yearlings,  and  to 
put  them  in  streams  as  near  to  the  sources  as 
possible.  If  placed  in  ponds,  fed  by  rills,  the  out- 
lets should  be  guarded  with  a  movable  grating  of 
perforated  zinc,  and,  where  at  all  practicable,  they 
should  be  fed  daily  for  at  least  a  month  or  two  after 
turning  out. 

"  Stocking  with  fry  is  sometimes  unsatisfactory, 
for  the  following  reasons  : — They  are  kept  too  long 
by  the  breeders,  sent  out  in  a  starving  condition, 
and  put  in  unsuitable  places.  They  should  be  in- 
variably forwarded  about  a  week  before  they 
require  food,  or  be  fed  in  boxes  a  month  or  so 
previously  to  turning  out.  These  rules  are  strictly 
adhered  to  at  the  Manor  Fishery,  and  waters  have 
been  stocked  again  and  agaio  with  the  most  perfect 
success,  and  with  fry  alone. 

"Although  the  leading  features  of  the  Manor 
Fishery  are  its  fine  strains  of  salmonidce  of  all  kinds, 
a  large  and  increasing  number  of  miscellaneous  fish 
is  also  yearly  supplied,  but  owing  to  the  amount  of 
water  space  required  for  so  many  different  varieties, 
it  is  impossible  to  keep  them  all  in  stock  at  the 
same  time.  The  several  kinds  are,  as  a  rule,  dealt 
with  in  rotation,  or  collected  from  various  waters 
according  to  demand. 

"  The  manager  would  earnestly  impress  on 
customers  the  great  importance  of  placing  orders 
early.  These  tish  are  not  under  the  same  control 
as  trout,  biit  are  mainly  in  open  ponds  and  drains, 
some  of  them  many  miles  from  the  fishery  proper. 

"They  are  nearly  all  caught  by  net,  and  none 
can  be  got  before  weeds  are  cut,  which  is  often  a 
long  and  costly  work.  If  frost  or  floods  set  in, 
operations  are  completely  stopped  till  the  ice  melts 
or  the  waters  subside. 

"About  thirty  different  kinds  of  fish  are  sold, 
and  a3  the  various  sorts  are  segregated  as  much  as 
possible,  the  several  species  are  delivered  in  rota- 
tion. Fish  are  never  kept  in  hand  waiting  for 
buyers,  as  it  is  quite  impossible  to  store  large 
numbers  and  many  varieties  at  once. 

"  It  is  generally  much  easier  to  supply  a  large 
number  ot  one  sort  than  a  small  number  of  mixed 
fish.  When  the  latter  are  ordered  there  is  usually 
delay  in  delivery,  for  three  or  four  separate  waters 
may  have  to  be  netted  to  obtain  them. 

"  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that  fish  can  be 
had  at  a  day's  notice.  They  all  require  careful 
preparation  for  a  journey.  This  time  varies  from 
about  three  to  ten  days." 


THE  FLOODS  BEING  THE 
SALMON  UP. 

"  Halcyon,"  writing  in  the  weekly  edition  of  the 
Leeds  Mercury,  says  : — "  What  is  one  man's  loss  is 
another  man's  gain,  and  from  all  that  I  can  hear  it  is 
many  years  since  there  has  been  such  a  continuous 
run  of  sea-trout  and  salmon.  On  the  Eden  and 
Eamont  it  has  been  almost  unprecedented  ;  and 
the  same  remark  apphes  to  the  Cumberland  Derwent 
in  the  Cockermouth  and  Workington  districts.  On 
the  Border  streams — Annan,  Esk,  and  Liddle — 
great  sport  has  been  had,  and  many  of  the  fish  a 
great  size. 

t'  Good  Luck  in  Devonshiee; 

"  It  has  been  the  same  on  some  of  the  Devonshire 
streams.  A  correspondent,  writing  from  Tiverton, 
says : — '  Have  just  killed  two  more  fresh-run 
beauties  with  fly.  Was  too  busy  all  day  to  get  out 
until  6  p.m.,  but  between  that  and  7.15  p.m.,  when  I 


could  see  no  longer,  I  rose  six  salmon,  all  of  which 
came  "  short,"  excepting  one  ll^lb.  The  other  one 
weighed  51b.,  fresh  from  the  sea — in  fact,  there  were 
sea-Uce  on  him — and  bright  as  a  bar  of  silver  ;  he 
was  foul-hooked  by  the  back  fin,  so  I  had  some  fun 
with  him.  I  held  another  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
pricked  two  more,  one  of  thehi  at  the  third  rise.  I 
have  killed  ten  fish  and  lost  four  or  five  more  in  six 
evenings'  fishing  of  one  to  two  hours'  duration; 
Have  had  no  time  to  get  out  by  day,  but  hope  to 
do  so  to-morrow,  as  the  river  seems  full  of  fish — the 
first  time  such  a  thing  has  occurred  on  the  Upper  Exe 
during  the  fishing  season  since  the  record  year  of 
1879,  when  hundreds  were  killed  on  this  water.' 

"  Just  imagine  being  able  to  do  a  busy  day's  work; 
and  then  pop  out  for  an  hour  or  two  and  have  sport 
like  the  above — and  amongst  such  scenery  as  that 
afforded  by  bonnie  Devonshire,  too,  that  would 
make  the  mouth  of  any  ardent  angler  water. 'j 


CHAELES  COTTON'S  POEMS. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Tutin,  Great  Fencote,  Bedale,  Yorks; 
will  pubUsh  in  October  a  limited  edition  of  "  Lyrical 
Poems  by  Charles  Cotton  (1630-1687),  Author  of 
the  Second  Part  of  '  The  Compleat  Angler,'  etc., 
including  the  poems  of  Izaak  Walton.  Edited, 
with  notes,  etc.,  by  J.  R.  Tutin."  In  his  prospectus, 
which  he  will  send  to  anyone  interested  in  the  work, 
Mr.  Tutin  says : — "  That  Cotton's  best  poetry 
should  have  been  out  of  print  for  over  two  hundred 
years  is  one  of  those  hterary  anomaUes  of  which 
there  are  so  many.  The  poetry  is  hardly  known  at 
all,  even  by  Professors  of  EngUsh  hterature — that  is. 
if  their  handbooks  and  histories  are  an  adequate 
reflex  of  their  knowledge  of  what  is  worthy  in 
EngUsh  poetry.  It  is  impossible  to  point  to  any 
adequate  recognition  of  this  poet  by  any  modern 
critics,  for  we  beUeve  he  has  been  overlooked  by 
them,  and  certainly  none  of  the  existing  antho- 
logies show  him  in  a  favourable  hght  as  a  true  poet 
at  all.  Why  ?  Is  it  because  of  the  shme  which 
sticks  to  his  name  in  connection  with  his  once 
all-too-popular  travesties  of  Virgil  and  Lucian  ? 
We  think  so.  He  also  wrote  some  not  very  clean 
original  verse  ;  but  so  did  Robert  Burns.  Burns  is 
not  banned  on  that  account ;  neither,  for  that 
reason,  should  we  entirely  ignore  Cotton.  Our 
seventeenth  century  poet  was  the  friend,  and 
'  son,'  of  good  old  Izaak  Walton,  of  '  Compleat 
Angler  '  fame  ;  '  and,  sooth,  these  two  did  love 
each  other  dear,  as  far  as  love  in  such  a  place  '  (by 
the  River  Dove)  '  could  be,'  as  Wordsworth  said  of 
two  other  poets.  And  both  were  poets — Walton 
in  his  prose.  Cotton  in  his  verse.". 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

THauies  (Henley). — Some  good  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  during  the  past  fortnight  here  with  pike, 
roach,  and  chub,  although  the  angler  has  had  to 
put  up  with  very  boisterous  weather  at  times,  and 
since  Sept.  1 1  the  roach  have  fed  very  badly ; 
perhaps  the  cold  north-east  winds  have  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  this.  On  Sept.  6  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Fenn,  fishing  with  J.  Sargeant,  had  a  bag  of  pike 
weighing  nearly  401b.,  best  fish  71b.  On  the  7th, 
with  Mr.  Pain,  seven  jack,  best  fish  81b.  On  the 
8th,  with  Dr.  Fenn,  four  jack,  best  fish  61b. ;  and 
on  the  10th,  with  a  local  angler,  fourteen  chub, 
from  lib.  to  31b.,  were  taken  while  casting  with  a 
dead  frog.  Patrons  of  J.  Jame^  have  had  some  good 
takes  of  roach  and  chub  up  to  3  Jib.  with  cheese  paste. 
Mr.  Day,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett  on  Sept.  11  and  12, 
took  751b.  of  roach,  the  bag  including  several 
pounders,  and  on  the  15th  with  Messrs.  Turner  and 
Evans,  a  361b.  bag  of  roach,  chub,  and  jack.  A 
great  number  of  bankers  were  down  here  on  the 
12th  fishing  a  competition,  but  the  takes  were  very 
small,  some  not  having  a  fish.  The  weigh  in  took 
place  at  the  Anchor  Inn,  the  top  weight  being  jusfc 
over  41b.  No  mussels  went  to  the  scales,  although 
I  hear  that  one  was  taken.  There  has  been  some 
colour  in  the  water,  and  it  is  now  in  good  condition 
with  a  nice  stream,  but  I  do  not  think  the  roach 
will  feed  well  until  the  wind  is  in  a  warmer  quarter. 
— St  nley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoli). — During  the 
week  we  have  had  wretched  weather  in  this  district. 
Some  dajs  heavy  rains  with  gales  of  north  wind, 
blowing  a  hurricane  at  times,  and  at  time  of  writing 
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it  is  anything  but  settled.  Severaljanglers  out  with 
poor  results ;  only  one  day  any  noteworthy  takes 
were  had,  then  several  mixed  bags  from  31b.  to  91b. 
each  rod.  Pike  have  been  giving  the  best  sport 
under  the  above  conditions,  several  had  up  to  41b. 
each  ;  small  pike  are  too  numerous  in  this  splendid 
roach  river.  —  John  O.  George,  Beche  -  road, 
Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  DiBtriot).— The  water,  which 
had  previously  been  big,  was  increased  to  a  very 
large  volume  by  the  heavy  rain  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  (Sept.  10  and  11).  The  banks  of  the  river 
suffered  considerably  as  the  result  of  the  gale,  and 
in  many  places  trees  came  into  the  water,  and  there 
was  other  damage  done.  The  fine  weather  of  the 
last  couple  of  days  has  been  welcome,  and  the  flood 
has  now  subsided  somewhat,  although  the  water  is 
still  fairly  big.  Very  few  anglers  have  ventured  to 
throw  the  line,  and  in  most  cases  the  baskets  have 
been  small. — Devonian. 

Derweut  (Malton,  York). — About  two  feet  of 
fresh  in  the  river  at  time  of  writing  (Sept.  14)  and 
as  thick  as  pea  soup,  and  still  raining.  It  will  be  a 
week  before  the  river  is  in  fishing  order  again.  It 
has  been  ruinous  weather  for  the  poor  farmers. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  spates  have  brought 
up  a  good  many  fish  in  several  of  the  streams. 
Trout  fishing  has  concluded  on  the  Culm,  the  season 
having  been  a  fairly  successful  one.  The  Torridge, 
Lew,  and  Okement  are  in  capital  condition.  There 
is  plenty  of  salmon,  and  trout  fishing  with  the 
worm  has  been  good.  Owing,  however,  to  the  high 
state  of  the  water  very  large  catches  have  not  been 
recorded. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Ziengtlis), — These  rivers  have  been  more  or  less  in 
flood  for  the  past  ten  days.  However,  they  are 
now  getting  in  good  order,  and  sport  with  the 
grayling  should  improve  each  day.  On  Wednesday  I 
went  down  for  an  hour  to  try  them,  and  got  a 
brace  of  nice  fish.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Greenshields  got 
a  brace  of  trout,  and  Messrs.  Russell,  Barker,  and 
Terry  a  brace  and  a  half — Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  river  is  now  in  capital  trim. 
Several  nice  fish,  in  addition  to  a  large  number 
already  noted,  have  passed  the  weir  at  Ruswarp, 
and  the  higher  waters  are  in  consequence  well 
stocked.  The  catches  to  hand  are  as  follows : — Mr. 
Dunwell,  one  salmon  of  IS^b. ;  Mr.  W.  Readman, 
three  salmon  of  131b.,  31b.,  and  41b.  ;  Mr.  Hampton, 
one  of  61b. ;  Mr.  Culross,  two  salmon  of  161b.  and 
81b. ;  Mr.  Rastall,  two  salmon  of  14lb.  and  61b. ;  Mr. 
R.  Linton,  two  salmon  of  61b.  and  51b. ;  Mr.  P. 
McCallum,  one  salmon  of  61b. ;  Mr.  R.  Hay,  four 
salmon  of  61b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  41b.  ;  Dr.  English, 
two  salmon  of  41b.  and  61b. ;  Miss  C.  Keighley,  one 
salmon  of  51b, ;  Mr.  Horsfall,  two  salmon  of  31b. 
and  41b. ;  Mr,  Kirk,  two  salmon  of  17Jlb.  and  31b. 
The  prevalence  of  a  heavy  sea  during  the  early  days 
of  the  week  considerably  retarded  the  operations  of 
sea  anglers  who  are  wont  to  operate  in  the  ofiiog. 
From  the  piers,  however,  where  the  bottom  line  is 
proving  very  effectual,  some  nice  fish  have  been 
landed  ;  whilst  from  the  quays  there  is  observable 
an  increase  both  as  regards  size  and  numbers. 
Some  good  takes  are  effected  with  the  net. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Speaking  generally, 
fine  sport  has  been  had  lately  in  the  Devonshire 
rivers  with  salmon  and  peal,  freshets  having  brought 
up  fresh  fish  and  the  net  fishing  having  come  to  a 
close.  The  proverbial  minnow,  worm,  and  flies 
have  lured  the  salmon,  and  the  peal  have  accepted 
same,  with  Pheasant  Tail,  Maxwell,  and  olive  and 
silver  flies.  Trout  fishing  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
the  season  has  been  fairly  good,  more  particularly 
in  regard  to  the  size  of  the  fish  caught,  the  Red 
Palmer,  Blue  Upright,  and  Yellow  Dun  proving 
useful  flies,  while  up-worm  fishing  has  answered 
well  during  the  week  just  expired.  In  the  river 
some  perch  and  roach  and  a  few  eels  have  been 
taken  at  Cowley,  near  St.  David's  Station,  and  at 
Exwick,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  Canal. 
Fair  catches  have  been  made  at  Countess  Weir, 
Topsham,  and  Turf. — Red  Paxmbk. 

Fen  District  (South  Linos  and  Cambs).— 
The  large  quantity  of  rain  which  has  fallen  in  the 
Fen  district  has  caused  a  rise  in  the  waters.  Fishing 
is  not  over  good,  but  that  in  the  Glen  at  Surfleet  is 
worthy  of  mention.  Roach  fishing  is  very  attractive, 
and  many  visitors  have  had  well  filled  baskets. 
The  deep  swim  known  as  Jackson's  Hole  has 
perhaps  yielded  best.  A  few  days  ago  the  water 
was  in  splendid  condition,  and  in  addition  to  roach 
some  nice  perch  and  here  and  there  a  tench  of  good 
proportion  were  landed, — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries.  —  The  main  river  and 
tributaries  have  fined  down  considerably,  and  light 
tackle  is  necessary  now  when  reaching.  The  river 
is  in  good  colour  for  pike,  perch,  and  chub,  but 
would  doubtless  fish  better  for  roach  if  more 
clouded.  Sport  has  been  quiet  this  week  so  far 
(Wednesday),  and  I  have  no  notable  takes  to 


record.  Catches  of  roach  and  dace  weighing  161b., 
141b.,  and  81b.  were  made  in  the  Lea  last  week  by 
the  Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Club;  and 
Mr.  Dormer  took  a  51b.  barbel  at  Ponders  End.  I 
hear  of  an  81b.  pike  being  caught  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
the  14th.  Some  good  roach  have  been  taken  in  the 
Stort.  Trout-fishing  in  the  Lea  closes  at  the  end  of 
the  month. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — During  the  past  week  the 
sport  has  been  very  quiet,  and  the  anglers  few  and 
far  between.  Roach  have  shown  up  in-  larger 
numbers  than  the  bream,  but  with  the  water  rough 
the  bags  have  not  averaged  more  than  71b.  per 
angler.— P.  W.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — These  streams 
have  been  running  very  high  and  muddy,  and  quite 
out  of  fishing  order.  The  weather  at  the  end  of 
last  week  was  so  bad  that  fishing  has  been  at  a 
standstill  in  this  part  since.  The  water  is  now 
going  down  and  clearing,  and  if  we  get  no  more 
rain  there  should  be  some  sport  had  amongst 
grayling  by  Saturday  (Sept.  19),  and  good  fish 
should  be  taken.  No  anglers  out  up  to  Tuesday 
(Sept.  15).  The  Pinsley  is  coloured,  but  clearing; 
no  fishing  done  in  it  this  week. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
A  welcome  change  of  weather  has  occurred  and 
the  present  week  so  far  (Wednesday  evening,  Sept. 
16)  has  been  fine  and  dry.  Rivers  have  slowly  sunk 
and  cleared  and  will  be  fishable  by  time  this  is  in 
print,  though  probably  still  a  little  on  the  high  side. 
Best  flies  should  be  August  Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Whir- 
ling., Willows,  Red  Tag,  and  Green  Insect.  Sink  and 
draw,  worm  and  , maggot  fishing  should  one  and  all 
be  good.  Glass  is  fairly  high,  though  it  falls  a 
little.    Wind  east,  very  light.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— The  river  keeps 
at  a  nice  level,  and  trout  are  rising  freely  both  in 
the  forenoon  and  afternoon.  The  falling  leaf  is 
beginning  to  be  rather  a  nuisance  to  fly  flshermen, 
but  this  is  only  to  be  expected  at  this  time  of  the 
year.  An  angler,  fishing  some  private  water  near 
Newton  Poppleford  a  few  days  ago,  is  said  to  have 
had  good  sport  with  the  usual  spring  flies.  The 
trout  are  keeping  up  their  condition  upon  the 
whole,  though  some  which  I  have  lately  seen  show 
signs  of  going  off. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Terry).  —  Water  in  splendid 
condition ;  the  principal  takes,  however,  have  been 
perch,  which  have  shown  up  in  good  numbers  and 
size  durina  the  week. — A.  Scabd. 

  (Huntingdon).— River  in  excellent  colour, 

and  specimen  fish,  particularly  roach,  feeding 
freely.  Some  that  have  been  taken  have  scaled 
up  to  21b.  each.  At  times  the  weather  has  not  been 
all  that  could  be  desired,  being  very  windy ;  but 
on  the  whole  the  week  has  been  a  successful  one, 
and  prospects  remain  very  bright. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

 (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— My  son  (A.  E.  Collinson) 

tops  the  roach  list  with  one  scaling  lib.  12oz.,  and 
on  Thursday  (Sept.  10)  Mr.  M.  O.  Noble  and  friend 
captured  eight  pike  in  the  St.  Ives  Head,  near  the 
Staunch,  going  from  5ilb.  to  8Jlb.  On  Saturday 
(Sept.  12)  the  boys  of  St.  Ives  and  district  had  their 
Aimual  Roach  "rournament,  kindly  given  by  the 
president,  Mr.  G.  Brownlow  (Mayor).  Four  ,  prizes 
were  given,  each  competitor  to  be  under  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Result  as  follows,  after  eight  hours' 
fishing  : — 1st,  C.  Stocker,  aged  thirteen ;  2nd,  H. 
Anderson,  aged  thirteen;  3rd,  A.  Stocker,  aged 
eleven ;  and  Bob  CoUinson.  aged  six.  The  river  is 
now  in  excellent  trim. — Edwabd  Collinson. 

Plymouth. — Sport  has  been  good  in  all  the  rivers ; 
salmon  have  not  been  so  plentiful  for  several  years 
as  they  have  been  this  year  in  the  Tavy,  several 
have  been  taken  fishing  in  the  evenings  with  minnow. 
The  peal  fishers  have  had  a  very  good  time.  The 
Dart  has  also  been  giving  good  sport,  several  fine 
salmon  having  been  grassed. — William  Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy 
nech). — Thursday  in  last  week  will  long  be  remem- 
bered in  this  neighbourhood  for  such  a  downpour 
of  rain  which  no  one  living  hero  can  recollect  as 
having  seen  equalled.  The  land,  after  so  much  wet 
weather,  was  already  saturated,  so  most  of  the  rain 
found  its  way  into  the  rivers,  which  all  rose  so 
rapidly  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  animals  in  the 
fields,  and  such  a  flood  has  seldom  been  witnessed 
in  this  vicinity.  Since  then,  however,  a  change  for 
the  better  has  taken  place,  and  these  rivers  will 
very  shortly  be  in  good  condition  for  angling. — 
Vyenwy. 

Sussex    Rivers   and    Chichester  Canal.  — 

The  heavy  gale  of  last  week  played  havoc  with  the 
timber  in  all  districts,  and  the  rivers  have  been 
covered  with  branches,  leaves,  and  other  d&}ria 
The  water  is  fining  down,  but  yet  unfit  for  successful 
angling  in  most  waters.  A  few  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  Ouse  in  the  backwaters,  and  pike  up 
to  61b.  from  the  Fletching  district.  Chichester 
Canal  is  in  fair  order,  bar  weeds.  Mr.  Gillmore 
with  bank  lines  and  live  gorge,  has  secured  a  brace 


of  7lb.  pike  and  a  nice  perch  of  31b.  Night  lining 
ia  freely  indulged  in,  and  several  nice  eels  up  to 
3Jlb.  have  been  taken.  A  few  bass  have  been 
caught  in  the  harbours,  but  the  season  has  not  been 
up  to  the  average.  Smelt  and  a  few  codling  are 
also  notified. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  heavy  winds  and  rain  for 
a  few  days  have  prevented  salmon  (rod)  fishermen 
being  out  on  the  large  waters,  although  before  the 
storm  many  salmon  were  taken.  Should  the  present 
fine  weather  continue  good  sport  miy  be  expected, 
for  the  game  shooting  has  been  almost  a  failure, 
and  the  rod  will  be  more  in  use.— Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — At  time  of 
writing  (Sept.  14)  the  river  is  very  full — almost 
amounting  to  a  flood  ;  good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  taken.  Salmon  are  very  plentiful,  and  good 
sport  is  likely  to  be  had  during  next  week. — H. 

 (Llandyssil).  —  River   again  in  excellent 

order,  and  at  a  very  nice  level  since  Monday.  On 
Sept.  13,  two  salmon,  141b.  each,  and  a  trout,  41b. ; 
Tuesday,  three  salmon,  181b.,  8Jlb.,  and  51b. ;  Wed- 
nesday, two  salmon,  11  Jib.  and  41b.,  total  of 
salmon  in  four  days  on  the  Perth  water  and  oppo- 
site bank.  River  teeming  with  fish  and  taking 
well. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
been  running  very  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out 
of  order  for  any  kind  of  fishing  for  a  few  days, 
owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  last  Thursday, 
Sept.  10.  The  rivers  rose  rapidly,  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing  was  stopped.  Since  then 
we  have  had  fine  weather ;  the  river  has  now 
gone  down  and  is  clearing  nicely,  and  should  we 
get  no  more  rain  there  is  every  prospect  of  some 
sport  being  had  with  the  fly.  There  have  beeii  a 
good  few  rods  out  since  Monday,  Sept.  14,  with 
worm,  maggot,  and  wasp  grub,  and  some  nice  sized 
trout,  IVo  and  Jib.  each,  have  been  taken.  On 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  (Sept.  15  and  16)  grayling 
were  on  the  move,  and  there  appears  to  be  more 
grayling  in  the  river  than  there  has  been  trout. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenhury). — In  this  district  the  Teme  has 

been  running  high  and  muddy  and  out  of  all  order 
for  fishing  owing  to  the  terrific  gale  of  rain  and  wind 
on  Thursday  night ;  fishing  had  been  at  a  standstill 
until  Tuesday,  when  the  water  had  run  down  and 
was  clearing  nicely,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  it 
being  in  order  by  Saturday  if  the  weather  keeps 
fine  as  it  has  been  since  Monday.  The  fish  have 
been  taking  ground  baits  and  wasp  grub,  and  some 
coarse  fish  and  a  few  trout  and  grayling  landed, 
but  really  no  good  sport  had  been  had  before  Tues- 
day. The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  stained. — 
Worcester. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — Water  in  first-class  con- 
dition, and  fishing  for  pike  and  rudd  very  good, 
Mr,  Tollit,  in  four  days'  spinning  for  pike,  got  thirty- 
eight  runs  and  landed  twenty-six,  besides  catching 
a  lot  of  good  rudd,  some  of  them  scaling  1  Jib.  each. 

 W.  ViCKERY. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  the  Tyne  is  in 
good  fishing  trim.  Mr.  J.  Hedley,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Rede,  killed  a  fine  24ilb.  salmon  with  fly.  A 
Newcastle  angler  killed  on  the  Rede  with  fly  a 
14Jlb.  sahnon  and  a  7Jlb.  sea-trout.  Mr.  Beaty, 
fishing  the  Newcastle  waters,  killed  a  splendid 
151b.  salmon.  Mr.  Almond,  fishing  the  Wall  water, 
killed  twelve  good-sized  trout  on  fly  ;  another  analer, 
on  the  opposite  side,  played  a  25 ib.  salmon  for  just 
fifty-eight  minutes  with  fine  tackle.  Mr.  Mills,  on 
Sept.  fl,  fishing  the  Aln  with  fly,  killed  twelve 
good-sized  trout,  none  of  them  under  Jib,  The 
Coquet  is  yielding  good  sport.  Mr,  Marsh,  on  the 
Felton  waters,  killed  a  bull  trout,  13 Jib. ;  Mr.  H. 
Robson,  bull  trout,  over  12lb. ;  Mr.  H.  Garrett, 
bull  trout,  lOlb. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Gibson  a  fine  salmon, 
19Jlb.  Mr.  Geo.  Shield  and  Mr.  Milburn,  fishing 
the  Tees  at  Croft,  killed  two  good  baskets  with 
maggot.  The  best  killing  flie?  for  the  North  Tyne 
and  Rede  are  small  Jock  Scotts,  Butcher,  and 
Wilkinson. — Henry'  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— We 

have  a  good  lot  of  salmon  in  the  rivers  here  just 
now.  The  rivers  during  the  last  week  have  been  in 
good  condition  for  fishing,  and  a  good  number  of 
fish  from  61b.  to  131b.  has  been  caught.  Tnere  is  a 
better  run  of  salmon  this  season  than  we  have  had 
for  several  years.    Salmon  season  closes  Nov.  1.— 

PONTSENNY. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Linos).  —  Some 
hundreds  of  anglers  put  in  an  appearance  at  Boston 
last  week.  Those  who  made  the  Witham  their 
destination  cannot  be  said  to  have  fared  at  all  well. 
Except  for  roach  fishing  the  sport  has  not  come  up 
to  anticipation.  For  bream  more  settled  weather  is 
needed,  and  the  weather  is  said  to  have  been  too 
cold.  Roach  have  come  to  hand  pretty  freely  at 
Langrick,  Stixwold,  Kirkstead,  and  Southrey ;  at  the 
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latter  place  baskets  have  been  had  from  51b.  to  7ilb 
mostly  roach.    One  fish  scaled  lib.  6ioz.  ;  creed 
wheat,  maggots,  and  chrysalis  have  proved  more 
successful,  and  here  and  there  some  good  samples  of 
roach  have  come  to  hand.— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
during  the  past  week  have  been  too  high  for 
fly  fishmg,  and  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  a  few 
trout  and  graylmg  has  been  bottom  fishing  on  those 
parts  ot  the  Derwent  where  it  is  permitted.  One 
local  angler  fishing  a  place  known  as  the  Brook 
iail,  Koowlston  Place,  Matlock,  took  five  or  six 
very  good  grayling  with  a  small  red  worm;  also 
Mr.  VVm.  Kirkland  landed  one  brace  from  the  same 
swim.  All  these  were  caught  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  15. 
Ihese  waters  are  fining  down,  and  will  be  in  order 
for  the  fly  by  Saturday,  Sept.  19,  and  as  the 
weather  appears  more  settled,  good  baskets  of 
grayimg  may  bo  expected  with  the  flv  after  such  a 
long  wet  time.  Useful  flies  :  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's 
^ancy.  Whirling,  Blue  Dun,  Little  Pale  Blue,  WilIo«r 
11 IV.  orey  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble.— Dottebel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwrent,  Ouse. 
etc.  (X oris).— Angling  has  considerably  fluctuated 
(luring  the  last  few  days,  owing  to  the  variation  in 
the  weather  All  our  rivers  and  streams  are  now 
in  excellent  trim  for  fishing  since  last  week's  rain. 
1  tiDd  the  trout  are  going  o&  in  condition  fast,  in 
lact,  they  are  not  worth  catching.  Grayling.  I  am 
very  pleased  to  inform  your  readers,  are  in  good  con- 
dition ;  good  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  Hawes 
angling  waters.  Tn  the  length  at  Redmire  good  sport 
has  also  been  met  with.  In  the  district  of  Middleham, 
the  Cover  has  been  fishing  well  during  the  last  few 
days.  Messrs.  Martin,  Collinson,  Caley,  and  other 
anglers  have  made  nice  baskets  of  grayling  with 
fly.  Best  flies  are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red 
lag,  Blue  Hawk.  "Waterhen  Bloa,  Green  Insect, 
?f   u    ,1*"®  *he  deeps  of  the  Yore  at 

Danby  Mr  Maurice,  of  Shefiield,  has  made  some 
Heavy  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  with  the 
gentle.  Mr.  Lawrence  caught  eight  jack  with 
Jive  minnow  on  fine  roach  tackle,  weighing  301b., 
the  largest  81b.  He  has  been  catching  up  to  sixty 
roach  daily.  Fair  sport  has  been  met  at  Masham, 
lanheld.  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge.  The  Swale  is 
now  running  m  fine  trim  and  nice  sport  has  been 
had  amongst  the  grayling  at  Richmond  and 
hf  ^iJ?  ,  Bridge.  Pike  have  been  on  the  move  in 
the  Wiske  and  Codbeck.  The  grayling  in  the 
Wharfe  are  showing  better  sport,  and  nice 
panniers  of  fish  have  been  made  at  Grassing- 
ton  and  Burnsall.  Very  little  is  reported  from 
the  lower  reaches  beyond  Ilkley  and  Otley. 
J. he  second  annual  competition  for  the  "Faber" 
challenge  trophy  for  the  York  and  District  Amalga- 
mation of  Anglers  took  place  on  Sept.  9.  Twenty-four 
teams  were  entered,  but  one  was  not  represented  on 
.  The  following  three  came  in  order:  1st,  Clif- 

ton, 61b.  6ioz  ;  2nd,  Wheat  Sheaf,  Hungate,  61b.  6oz .; 
3rd,  Terry  s  51b.  Joz.  Mr.  W.  Smith,  of  the  Cattle 
Market  Angling  Club,took  the  gold  medal  for  the  best 
individual  catch,  his  weight  being  21b.  3*0/  The 
same  day  Mr.  H.  Marchant,  Crown  Hotel,  Yarm 
held  a  competition  on  the  Tees.    Fifty-two  entries. 

J,^  follows      1st,  T.  Whitehead, 

lib.  6Joz.  ;  2nd,  J.  Kitchin,  lib.  lOoz. ;  3rd,  J.  Jinks, 
M^oz.  The  river  Nidd  is  now  running  in  fine  trim 
During  the  week  some  fine  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
made  in  the  upper  reaches,  especially  the  Knares- 
borough  length.  A  fine  trout,  weighing  21b.  6ioz 
was  caught  the  other  day  in  the  Knaresborough 
Joint  Anglers'  water  by  Mr.  Nassau,  Bravsham, 
—John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep'ot.  19 
New  Station-street.  Leeds, 
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SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).' 

—On  September  3.  the  best  baskets  were  by  Mr, 
Simmond,  on  Loch  Cama,  with  thirty-two  trout 
101b.,  and  by  Messrs.  Russell  and  Whyte,  on  same 
loch,  1 J  dozen,  61b.  On  the  4th,  Messrs.  Egerton 
and  Crawford,  on  Loch  Urigill,  landed  two  uozen, 
81b.;  and  Messrs.  Whyte  and  Russell,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  two  dozen  trout,  81b.  On  the  7th,  the  best 
basket  was  by  Mr.  Simmond,  on  Loch  Cama,  one 
and  a  half  dozen.  81b.  The  weather  has  been  very 
unfavourable. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Fishing  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  caught  a 
salmon  of  161b.  in  Clerkleap  Pool ;  Mr.  James  Little 
one  of  91b.  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  had  four  sea-trout  and 
SIX  herhng  in  Liddle  Water.  The  following  visitors 
at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  have  had  fair 
sport :  Mr.  McGregor  had  three  sea-trout  in  Broom- 
holm  Water,  and  two  sea- trout  and  some  herlingon 
Thursday.  Mr.  W.  Hyslop  had  two  sea-trout  in  Esk 
and  thirty  yellow  trout  in  Wauchope  Water,  and  oil 
Friday  a  similar  number  of  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  T. 
Foulis  had  two  herling  and  one  sea-trout  in  Liddle 
water.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water  of  the  Esk,  Mr. 
T.  Morrison  had  a  good  basket,  including  a  grilse 
and  four  sea  trout.    Mr.  T.  Morrison,  jun.,  caught 


four  sea-trout  and  two  herling.    Mr.  W.  Liddle  had 
ten  herling.    In  the  reserved  water  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Welch  had  a  nice  salmon;  Mr.  A.  McMillan,  at 
Glenfirra,  had  three  sea-trout  and  seven  herling ;  on 
the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Chouler,  Dalkeith,  had  a 
salmon  of  81b.,  and  at  other  fishings  three  sea-trout. 
Mr.  J.  Charlton  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  at  Glenfirra, 
Langholm  water  ;  Mr.  C.  Johnson  caught  two  herling 
below  Langholm,  and  Messrs.  Morrison,  at  a  second 
fishing,  had  a  grilse  ot  41b.,  three  sea-trout,  and 
three  herling,  while  at  another  fishing  they  creeled 
three  sea-trout  and  three  herling.    The  Canonbie 
water    has    been    most    prolific.     On  Saturday 
(Sept.  12)  Mr.  S.  McKave  landed  a  new  run  salmon 
in  the  Willow  pool,  weighing  171b  ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous, 
four  sea-trout  and  eight  herling.     M.  D.  Edgar 
had.  during  the  week,  two  sea-trout  and  twenty 
herling,  and  at  a  week's  fishing,  Mr.  J.  Steel  creeled 
seven  sea-trout  and  seventy  herling,  Mr.  R.  Nelson, 
a  grilse  of  61b  .  thirty  herling,  and  three  sea-trout, 
and  Mr.  D.  Murray,  one  salmon,  15  Jib,    Mr.  James 
Armstrong,  at  a  fishing  with  worm  on  Thursday 
(Sept.  10),  creeled  five  sea-trout  and  twenty-five 
herling;   Dr.  Anderson  killed  a  salmon  of  241b. 
and  seventeen  herling  ;  Misi  Little  had  six  herling, 
some  yellow  trout,  and  a  herling  at  another  fishing  ; 
Mr.  Cartwright  caught  two  salmon  on  Sept.  10  ; 
Messrs.  James  Scott,  Walter  Riddle,  Tom  Steel, 
Beattie,  Crozier,  and  Armstrong  have  been  very 
successful.    Fishing  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Esk, 
Prince  Syun  A.  Meerza  and  Mr.  C.  W.  G.  Crocker, 
staying  at  the  Graham  Arms  Hotel,  Longtown, 
have  had  some  herling.    On  Sept.  15,  the  Prince 
hooked  a  salmon  and  played  it  for  some  time,  but 
the  line  broke  before  landing.     Mr.  W.  Mosse 
Robinson  had  a  salmon,  81b.,  on  the  14th,  and 
two  sea-trout,  and  on  the  following  day  one  grilse, 
weighing  51b.,  four  sea-trout,  twenty-two  herling, 
and  twenty-three  yellow  trout.— Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On 
Sept.  9  Mr.  Philipson,  Invercharron  House,  landed 
a  201b.  salmon  (fresh  run)  on  Invercharron  Water  ; 
another  angler  one  of  81b.«  also  fresh  run,  on  same 
water.  In  addition  to  other  sport  on  the  same 
stretch  of  the  river,  the  Rev.  P.  C.  Littlejohn, 
Invercharron  House,  landed  a  71b.  salmon.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Mr.  Porter's  fishings.— 
During  the  early  part  of  the  week  the  river  was  too 
high  lor  successful  angling,  but  towards  the  end 
good  sport  was  obtained.  Lady  Bridge  landed  a 
couple  of  salmon  of  71b.  each,  and  a  grilse  i4Jlb. 
Her  ladyship  on  Thursday  hooked  a  fish  which 
appeared  to  be  at  least  a  forty-pounder,  but  after  a 
hard  fight  for  half  an  hour  he  got  clear.  Two  years 
ago  Lady  Bridge  landed  a  salmon  which  turned  the 
scale  at  36Ib.,  but  the  fish  referred  to  above 
appeared  much  larger  in  the  water.  On  the 
Garronhaugh  section,  Mr.  J.  Sandison  had  a  fish  of 
81b.,  Mr.  J.  Wilson  one  of  61b..  and  Mr.  J.  Thynne 
asalmon  141b, — X. 

  (Huntly), — Last  week  has  again  been  a 

week  of  spate,  and  streams  running  too  big  for 
successful  angling.  I  have  heard  of  the  following  : 
Mr.  John  Jameson,  grilse,  61b.;  Mr.  Cruickshank, 
salmon,  171b.;  Mr.  Alex  McKenzie,  salmon,  151b.; 
Mr.  John  Cowie,  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  W.  Davidson,  two 
grilse,  41b.,  61b.  Sept.  15  was  a  day  of  continuous 
sunshine,  which  we  have  not  had  for  a  long  time, 
and  we  hope  it  is  the  first  of  a  continuation  of  fine 
weather. — A.  A.  Downie. 

Earn. — During  the  past  week  the  river  Earn 
ca.me  out  on  three  different  days  greatly  interfering 
with  good  fishing,  but  has  again  fallen  very  low. 
Fishing  Dupplin  reserved  water,  on  Sept.  7,  Lord 
KinnouU  had  one  fish  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Graham  Clark, 
five  of  71b.,  71b.,  111b.,  111b.,  and  171b.  Mr. 
Bowring,  three  of  61b.,  121b.,  and  19Jlb. ;  and 
Captaiu  Dursell,  two  of  41b.  and  61b.  On  Sept.  8, 
Lord  KinnouU  had  three  fish  of  211b,  61b.  and  41b, 
and  Mr.  Algernon  Hay  one  of  61b.  On  10th,  Sir 
Basil  Montgomery  had  two  of  81b  and  161b,  and 
Lord  KinnouU  three  of  81b.  and  221b.  On  11th,  Sir 
Basil  Montgomery  landed  two  fish  of  5Jlb  and  61b, 
and  Lord  KinnouU  two  of  51b  and  81b.  On  12th, 
Lord  KinnouU  had  one  fish  of  251b,  and  Sir  Basil 
Montgomery  one  of  161b.  On  14th,  James 
Stewart,  gamekeeper,  landed  two  fish  of  I6ilb 
and  201b.— A.  A. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  for  week  ending  Sept.  1 1 
by  anglers  residing  in  Rodel  House  has  been: 
Three  salmon,  211b.  lOoz. ;  ninety  sea-trout,  751b. 
6oz.  ;  by  anglers  residing  in  Finsbay  Lodge :  one 


Grayling  Ii'ishing.— Having  had  more  experience  since  1856 
as  a  grayling  flslier  than  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  flies  and  tacHle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  giayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  2s.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapere^  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  ;  "  Piscator,  Leeds. 


«q'ik°?o  ^'^-^  one  hundred  and  savon  soa-trout. 
631b.  12oz.— G.  D.  Stirling, 

Lochinver  (Calag  Hotel).— On  Sept.  7.  Mr. 
±lill8,  eighteen  trout,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Fair  and  Ellis, 
four  sea-trout,  3Jlb.,  five  brown  trout,  21b. ;  Mr. 
Anderson,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Mr.  Ellis  (sea  fishine), 
big  haul  of  sorts;  Mr.  Arthur  Ellis,  two  salmon, 
14JIb.  and  71b.  On  the  8th,  Messrs.  Ellis  and  Fair, 
thirty-nine  trout,  18lb. ;  Messrs.  Lovall,  seven  trout, 
2ilb.,  four  sea-trout.  3Jlb.;  Messrs.  Hawley  and 
Hills,  twelve  trout,  41b.  On  the  9th,  Messrs.  Lovell. 
one  salmon,  21  Jib. ;  Mr.  Anderson,  four  trout,  21b  ; 
Mr.  Brown,  seven  trout,  2f  lb.  ;  Messrs.  Ellis  and 
Fair,  nine  trout,  31b  ;  Mr.  Hills,  three  trout,  lib.; 
Mr.  Arthur  Ellis,  three  trout,  IJlb.  On  the  10th, 
Mr.  Brown,  five  trout,  IJib.  ;  Mr.  Anderson,  two 
sea-trout.  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Hills,  fifteen  trout.  Sib.  ;  Mr. 
Goodall  nine  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Ellis,  two  sea-trout, 
lilb. ;  Mr.  Clark  (sea  fishing),  one  hundred  and 
nine  fish  of  sorts.  On  the  1 1th,  Mr.  Fair,  one  brown 
trout,  ilb..  four  sea-trout,  2|:lb. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  five 
trout,  2ilb. ;  Mr.  Lovell,  twenty-three  trout,  8Uh. ; 
, «  V  I,  fishing),  sixty  fish  of  sorts.    On  the 

12th,  Mr.  Hills,  three  sea-trout,  21b.;  Mr.  Goodall 
one  sea-trout,  fib. ;  Mr.  Hawley,  five  trout.  2ilb  • 
Mr.  Elhs,  one  grilse,  61b.,  two  sea-trout,  21b.  and' 
fib. ;  Mr.  Elhs.  thirteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Clark  (sea 
fashmg),  fifty-four  fish,  various;  Mr.  Ellis  (sea 
fashing),  seventy-three  fish  of  sorts.— J.  Mackenzie. 
liooh  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.) — Fishing  from 

5u^l'"^,j^°*®^'  ^'^  ^^P^-  ^'  Harold  Thomas, 

bheffield,  killed  a  nice  grilse  of  71b.,  and  Mrs. 
Thomas,  one,  4 Jib.  On  the  10th,  fishing  Loch 
Mhor,  Mr.  Thomas  hid  seven  trout,  3Jlb. ;  on  the 
11th,  twelve  trout,  51b.;  and  on  the  12th,  eleven 
trout,  61b. — S.  TiLSTON. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee.— The  river  is  now  in 
very  fine  fettle,  and  good  sport  with  very  large  flies 
the  order  of  the  day.    On  the  Mar  Lodge  waters 
H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  having  an  excellent 
season.    When  the  Queen  was  at  Mar  Lodge  the 
week  before  last  she  had  excellent  trout  fishing 
in  the  lake  near  the  Castle.    The  river  has  hitherto 
been    too  unsteady    for   the  best  being  made 
of  the  Balmoral  waters,  but  several  members  of  the 
Court  have  been  out  daily.  On  the  Glentana  waters, 
Mr.  and  Miss  Coats  have  had  several  grilse.  On 
the  Fife  Arms  water,  Mr.  McHardie,  Mar  Cottage, 
had  one  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Hardie  two  of  6Jlb. 
and  71b.    On  Sept,  8  Dr.  Anderson  creeled  one  of 
6Jlb.  and  one  of  71b.  the  following  day  ;  while  W. 
McHardie,  Viewmount,  had  one  of  lUb.    On  the 
Aboyne  waters  on  Sept,  12  Mr.  Broushton  creeled  a 
grilseof  61b., and  three  salmon  of  81b.,  121b.,  and  161b, 
On  Monday  (Sept.  14)  he  creeled  a  beauty  of  201b, 
Mr,   Brereston  had  also  some  sport.     On  the 
Commonty  water,  Mr.  Asher,  M.P.,  creeled  the  first 
autumn  fish  for  the  season  on  Sept.  14,  a  beauty  of 
261b. ;  while  four  others  were  got  on  the  WoDdend, 
Cairnton,  and  Inchmarlo  beats.     Tha  pools  are 
simply  teeming  with  fish,  and  with  steady  weather 
the  sport  would  be  magnificent.    Don. — On  the 
Grandholm  water,  Mr.  George-Davidson,  Cults,  had 
a  beauty  of  71b.  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  16),  and  three 
of  201b.,  20Ib.,  and  301b.,  on  Wednesday  (Sept.  16) ; 
while  Mr.  Milne,  Aberdeen,  hal  two  on  Tuesday ; 
and  Mr.  Woodman  Smith,  three,  on  same  water! 
On  the  Pitmedden  water  Mr.  Lindsay  has  had  a  fish 
every  day  this  week,  the  heaviest  scaling  221b.  On 
Kinlore  waters,  Mr.  Campbell  and  others  are  getting 
one  or  two  daily,  and  all  the  way  up  the  river  is 
teeming  with  fish.  On  the  Breday  water,  Mr.  McLean, 
sen.,  had  two  last  Friday  and  Monday  ;  while  Mr! 
Fitch,  Alford,  had  a  nice  grilse  of  61b.  All  over  sport 
has  seldom  been  so  promising. — Salmo. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.  B.).  — 
On  Sept.  12,  Mr.  Munro,  Houston,  on  Merkland 
River,  had  one  salmon,  141b.— D.  Mackay. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney).- 
Sept.  9,  Mr.  and  Miss  Webb,  eight  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Barbour,  three  trout,  21b.  Sept.  11,  Mr.  Westwood 
and  son,  eight  trout,  51b.,  heaviest  2ilb.  Sept.  12. 
Mr.  Duncan,  one  trout,  lib.  ;  Mr.  Barbo  ur,  one 
trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Westwood,  one  trout,  21b.  Sept.  14, 
Sir  Colvin  Smith,  four  trout,  i^lh.  ;  Mr.  Westwood 
and  son,  ten  trout,  4'b.  ;  Mr.  Barbour,  three  trout, 
31b, ;  Colonel  Farquhar,  one  trout,  lib, — John 
Mackay. 

South  of  Scotland.— At  last  fine  weather  pre- 
vails over  the  South  of  Scotland.  The  netting  in 
the  Solway  wound  up  pretty  well  for  the  netsmen 
last  week.  Herling  are  not  rising  very  well.  In 
the  Annan  on  Tuesday  Mr.  MacDonald  caught  two 
sea-trout  and  seven  herling  in  the  Mount  Annan 
water  with  fly,  Mr.  W.  Robinson  killed  a  splendid 
salmon  of  161b,  in  the  salmon  pool  on  Tuesday 
evening  with  fly.  Other  rods  on  the  same  stretch 
have  had  a  sea-trout  or  two  and  a  few  herling.  In 
the  Hoddom  Castle  water  the  local  rods  are  getting 
a  brace  or  two  of  herling  per  night.  Castlemilk 
water  holds  a  number  of  fine  salmon  in  its  pools, 
but  they  have  not  been  taking  the  fly.  A  few 
herling  and  sea-trout  are  being  caught,  and  similar 
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reports  come  from  the  Murraythwaite  por- 
tion of  the  Annan.  In  the  higher  waters  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  12,  Mr.  Thomson  caught  five  herling 
and  one  sea-trout  with  small  fly,  Mr.  Richardson 
two  sea-trout  and  three  herling,  Mr.  Campbell  one 
sea-trout  and  a  brace  of  herlicg.  In  the  Dumfries 
Nith  several  nice  salmon  have  been  caught  in  the 
mid  reaches  of  the  river.  The  Mid  Nithsdale  Associa- 
tion portion  gave  pretty  fair  sport  last  week.  Sea- 
trout  are,  however,  getting  out  of  condition,  and 
yellow  trout  are  not  now  in  the  pink  of  order.  The 
Galloway  Rivers. ^In  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse, 
Miss  Constance  Leycester  landed  a  salmon  of  I0|lb.: 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Leycester  killed  one  of  81b.  A 
number  of  local  anglers  have  had  odd  herling 
and  trout,  chiefly  with  the  worm  bait.  In 
the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  there  is  a  nice 
show  of  salmon.  Little  is  doing  on  the  rivers  of 
Ayrshire  this  week.  In  the  Stincher  there  is  a  fine 
head  of  fish  up  the  river,  more  especially  on  the  Earl 
of  Stair's  part  of  the  river. — Heathebbell. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  during  the  past  week  ha=i 
been  in  splendid  order  for  angling,  and  most 
excellent  sport  has  been  got.  The  water  is  simply 
teeming  with  fish  all  over  the  middle  and  lower 
reaches,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  there  has  not 
been  such  good  sport  on  this  river  in  any  one  week 
for  many  years  as  was  had  throughout  the  past 
week.  Should  the  river  continue  in  good  ply  there 
is  every  prospect  of  this  being  a  record  season. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  .the  takes  got  on  most 
of  the  principal  streams  : — 

MuBTHLY  Beat. — Mr.  Henry  Gilbey-Rivifere. 
fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  8,  landed  one  grilse  of 
81b.,  and  Mr.  George  Gilbey-Riviere  a  fish  of  241b. 
On  Sept.  10  Mr.  Ronald  E.  Cunningham  had  one 
grilse  of  71b.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Henri  Riviere 
landed  one  salmon  of  141b.,  on  the  12bh  another  of 
181b.  and  a  grilse  of  71b.,  and  on  14th  one  salmon  of 
181b.  and  a  grilse  of  71b.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  Henry 
Gilbey-Rivifere  killed  one  salmon  of  191b.,  and  on 
the  I4th  two  of  24Jlb.  and  251b.,  and  on  same  day 
Miss  Gilbey-Rivifere  landed  a  grilse  of  5Jlb. 

Meikleoxjb. — This  beat  was  only  fished  on  one 
day  during  the  past  week,  namely,  on  9th  inst.,  when 
the  Marquis  of  Tavistock  landed  one  salmon  of 
16Jlb. 

ISLAMOUTH. — Fishing  this  beat  on  11th  inst.,  Mr. 
Asquith  killed  one  salmon  of  161b.  and  a  grilse  of 
81b.,  and  on  the  following  he  also  successfully  landed 
one  salmon  of  19ilb.  and  three  grilse  of  7Jlb.,  61b., 
and  5Jlb.  On  15th  inst.,  Mr.  H.  Praed  killed  two 
grilse  of  91b.  and  61b. 

Uppeb  Cabgill. — Mr.  Henry  Peters,  fishing  this 
water  on  the  lOch  inst.,  killed  one  salmon  of  131b., 
and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  two  salmon  of  201b.  and 
18lb.,  and  from  the  secord  boat  Mr.  Ernest  Moon 
landed  one  fish,  of  171b.  aucI  Mr,  It,  H,  Hoare  two 
of  19lb.  and  151b.  On  the  15th  Mr.  Henry  Peters 
had  three  salmon  of  191b.,  181b.,  and  171b.,  and  two 
grilse  of  71b.  and  81b. 

LowEE  CAhGiLL. — Fishing  this  beat  on  the  11th 
inst.,  Mr.  Basil  Moon  landed  two  grilse  of  71b.  and 
91b.,  and  on  14th  inst.  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  killed 
five  fish  of  251b.,  221b.,  191b.,  181b.,  and  14ib.,  and 
a  grilse  of  81b. 

Willies  Stone. — Mr.  A.  O.  MOes,  fishing  this 
beat  on  Sept.  10,  landed  one  salmon  of  18lb. ;  on 
12th  inst.,  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  had  two  fish  of 
211b.  and  18Jlb.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  ;  and  on  15th 
Lord  Hardwicke  killed  one  salmon  of  191b. 

Uppeb  Stobhall. — Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  10 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  one  grilse  of  81b.,  and 
from  the  second  boat  Major  Chichester  had  three 
fish  of  201b.,  191b.,  and  19Jlb.  On  Sept.  12  Mr. 
Archd.  Coats  landed  two  salmon  of  261b.  and  17lb., 
Mr,  Illingworth  two  of  201b.  and  191b.,  and  Mr.  P. 
M.  Coats  one  fish  of  211b.,  and  a  grilse  of  41b.  On 
Sept.  15,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  three  salmon  of 
271b.,  161b.,  and  141b.,  and  a  grilse  of  71b.  and  Mr.  A. 


Steven  six  fish  of  201b.,  181b.,  181b.,  171b.,  17!b,  and 
161b. 

LowEB  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archibald  Coats,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Sept.  11,  landed  five  salmon  of  22lb., 
21lb.,  171b.,  161b.  and  131b.,  and  on  same  day,  Mr. 
Illingworth  had  two  salmon  of  18lb.  and  111b.  On 
Sept.  14,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  six  salmon  of 
241b.,  241b.,  191b.,  181b.,  151b.,  and  151b.,  and  two 
grilse  of  81b.  and  71b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  one 
fish  of  21lb.,  and  three  grilse  of  71b.,  8lb.,  and  91b. 

BuENMouTH. — Lord  Cairns,  fishing  this  beat  on 
Sept.  14,  landed  three  salmon  of  201b.,  201b.  and 
161b.,  and  four  grilse  of  8lb.,  71b.,  6lb.,  and  61b. 

BuBNMouTH  Stobhall. — Fishing  this  water  on 
Sept.  10,  Messrs.  A.  Moon  and  Basil  Moon  killed 
one  fish  of  30lb.,  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  7lb. 
On  the  11th,  Capt.  W.  Hasland  had  one  salmon  of 
18lb.,  and  Mr.  F.  May  two  grilse  of  9lb.  and  7lb. 
On  the  12th,  Mr.  Henry  Peters  killed  two  salmon 
of  121b.  and  21lb.,  and  on  the  15th  Mr.  G.  W. 
Wolff's  party  had  one  fish  of  13lb.  and  a  grilse  of 
91b. 

Catholes. — Mr.  Cohen,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept. 
10,  had  one  fish  of  161b.,  and  three  grilse  of  101b., 
7ilb.,  and  51b. ;  on  Sept.  12  two  grilse  of  71b.  and 
51b.  ;  and  on  Sept.  15  a  grilse  of  51b. 

Uppeb  Stanley.  —  Mr.  M.  Trevelyan  Martin, 
fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  11,  killed  two  salmon  of 
221b.  and  15lb. ;  and  Mrs.  Martin,  one  salmon  of 
22lb.,  and  two  grilse  of  8!b.  and  7lb. 

LowEB  Stanley. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  10, 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  and  Miss  Maxwell  Lyte  killed  four 
salmon  of  211b.,  141b.,  201b.,  and  201b.,  and  two 
grilse  of  81b.  and  6Jlb.,  and  from  the  second  boat 
Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  and  Mr.  Clark  landed  two 
salmon  of  191b.  and  16lb.,  and  a  grilse  of  101b.  On 
Sept.  12  Mr.  Martin  killed  six  salmon  of  241b.,  211b., 
19lb.,  22lb.,  20lb.,  and  171b.,  and  four  grilse  of  8lb., 
81b.,  61b.,  and  71b..  and  Mr.  Clark  one  grilse  of  8lb., 
and  on  the  15th  Mr.  Martin  landed  five  fish  of  281h., 
201b.,  201b.,  171b.,  and  141b  ,  and  two  grilse  of  61b. 
each. 

Bbnchill. — Mr.  Cohen,  fishing  this  water  on 
Sept.  11,  landed  four  salmon  of  201b.,  201b.,  181b., 
and  161b.,  and  three  grilse  of  81b.,  61b.,  and  5lb. ; 
and  on  Sept.  14  the  same  gentleman  killed  eight 
fish  of  19lb.,  171b.,  181b.,  181b.,  281b.,  251b.,  161b., 
and  12ilb. 

Upper  Redgobton.— Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  10 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  three  salmon  of  25lb., 
231b.  and  181b.,  and  four  grilse  of  101b.,  101b.,  91b., 
and  9Jlb.  ;  and  from  the  second  boat  Mrs.  Chichester 
and  Miss  Meiggs  landed  one  fish  of  17|lb.,  and  three 
grilse  of  81b.,  91b.,  and  91b.  On  Sept.  12  Mr. 
Archibald  Coats  had  two  salmon  of  261b.  and  11  lb., 
and  three  grilse  of  61b.,  71b.,  and  6lb. ;  and  from 
the  other  boat  Miss  Meiggs  and  Miss  Harker  killed 
five  salmon  of  24lb.,  201b.,  171b.,  151b.,  and  151b., 
and  three  grilse  of  8Jib.,  71b.,  SJlb.  On  Sept.  15 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  had  three  grilse  of  91b.,  61  b., 
and  5lb. ;  and  from  the  second  boat  Mrs.  Coats 
and  Mr.  D.  Coats  landed  four  fish  of  14 Jib.,  17Jlb., 
151b.,  and  16-|lb.,  and  a  grilse  of  5Jlb. 

Lower  Redgobton  and  Bebtha. — Mr.  Archibald 
Coats,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  11,  landed  five 
salmon  of  24lb.,  211b.,  171b.,  21lb  ,  and  201b.,  and 
three  grilse  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  ;  and  from  the 
second  boat  Miss  Meiggs  and  Miss  Harker  landed 
one  fish  of  201b.,  and  eight  grilse  of  91b.,  91b.,  81b., 
61b.,  8|lb.,  8|lb.,  6Jlb.,  and  6lb.  On  Sept.  11, 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  three  salmon  of  221b., 
181b.,  and  121b.,  and  five  grilse  of  101b.,  81b.,  81b., 
71b.,  and  71b.;  and  from  the  second  boat  Mrs.  Coats 
and  Mr.  D.  Coats  landed  one  salmon  of  201b.,  and 
six  grilse  of  81b.,  8lb.,  6Jlb.,  6lb.,  Ulb.,  and  81b. 
Very  good  sport  continues  to  be  got  on  the  free 
water  at  Perth. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Now  that  the  net  fishmg  is  over,  rod  fishing  is  in 
full  swing.  Fish  appear  to  be  plentiful  in  the  rivers, 
but,  owing  to  the  frost  at  night,  the  rivers  are  very 
clear,  and  a  good  flood  would  be  welcomed.  The 
salmon  that  have  been  caught  are  of  good  size 
and  fine  quality.  Mr.  Wood  has  again  leased 
Ednam  House  Water,  but  as  yet  has  not  made 
a  start.  Appended  are  the  captures:  On  Floors 
Upper  Water  on  Sept.  10  Mr.  Francis  Ley 
caught  two  salmon  of  19|lb.  and  171b.;  on 
Sept.  11,  one  salmon  of  21^lb.,  one  grilse,  61b., 
and  a  41b.  trout;  on  Sept.  12  he  had  a  grilse 
of  61b. ;  on  Sept.  14  Mrs.  Ley  had  a  spring  salmon 
of  71b.,  and  a  6lb.,  grilse ;  on  Sept.  15  Mr.  Ley  had 
a  grilse  of  71b.  On  Boldside  Water  Mr.  W.  Millar 
had  a  salmon  of  22lb.,  and  a  grilse  5Jlb.,  on  Sept.  7. 
On  Sept.  8,  Mr.  R.  J.  Lang  had  a  salmon  of  71b. 
On  Sept.  12  Mr.  T.  McVLorran  had  a  salmon 
of  lOJlb.  On  the  same  date  Mr.  John  Dow  had 
a  grilse,  4Jlb.,  and  Mr.  W.  Millar  one  of  5ilb. 
Deybuegh  Abbey. — On  Sept.  7.  Mr.  Quarry  had  a 
salmon  of  121b.  ;  and  on  the  12th,  the  same  gentle- 
man had  two  salmon  of  14 Jib.  and  15 Jib.  ;  also  Mr. 
Hall  had  one  of  161b.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Quarry  had 
two  salmon  of  141b.  and  15Jlb. ;  and  Dr.  Cullen,  a 


grilse  of  51b.  Hendebsyde. — On  this  water  on  the 
12th,  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  a  salmon  of  121b. ;  and  on 
the  14th,  Col.  Boswall  Preston  had  two  of  61b  and 
71b.  The  heaviest  fish  caught  in  the  nets  weighed 
441b. — Maxwheel 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Tishery  (Galway).  —  Rough, 
stormy  weather  has  prevailed  during  last  week, 
the  heaviest  flood  for  some  time  occurring  on 
Sept.  10.  Over  three  inches  of  rain  fell,  causing 
the  lakes  to  get  very  dirty.  During  the  last  fort- 
night Dr.  Fenton  secured  three  peal,  71b.,  61b.,  61b., 
and  seventy-three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Foster,  two 
peal,  8 Jib.,  81b.,  and  ninety-four  sea-trout;  Mr.  W. 
W.  Wickham,  one  peal,  7Jlb.,  and  twenty-five  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  T.  Rothwell,  for  one  week,  two  peal,  8lb., 
6lb.,  and  thirty  sea-trout;  Mr.  H.  Smith,  four  peal, 
71b.,  7lb.,  61b.,  71b.,  and  twenty  sea-trout.  Total 
for  week  :  Twelve  salmon,  841b.,  and  242^8ea-trout. 
— JooK  Scott. 

Baun  and  Tributaries. — Not  for  many  years  has 
this  river  been  so  high  in  September  as  it  is  at 
present.  The  weir  at  Toome  is  submerged,  and  the 
lands  around  Lough  Neagh  are  covered  to  a  depth 
of  several  feet.  Hundreds  of  acres  of  hay,  oati,  and 
potatoes  are  lost  to  the  poor  people,  many  of  whom 
have  been  flooded  from  their  houses.  This  annual 
flooding  could  be  easily  stopped  by  taking  a  few 
feet  off  the  weir  at  Kilrea;  but  the  Govern- 
ment prefer  to  let  the  river  remain  in  its 
present  state.  The  long-continued  floods  in  the 
Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  Moyola,  and  Maine 
carried  many  salmon  and  lake-trout  to  the  top 
reaches  of  these  streams,  where  the  poachers  are 
removing  them  from  the  shallow  pools.  Since  the 
floods  ceased,  the  main  stream  has  come  into  order 
and  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  shallow  cases  of 
a  few  of  the  stretches.  Mr.  F.  McErlaine  caught 
three  grilse,  51b.,  6Jlb.,  and  91b.,  Mr.  J.  Duncan  one, 
7Jlb.,  and  Sergeant  Millar  five,  71b  ,  71b.,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb., 
and  51b.,  on  the  Portglenone  stretch;  Mr.  F.  Wilson 
one  grilse,  61b.,  and  Mr.  Wright  two  salmon,  101b  and 
13Jlb.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson 
five  salmon,  101b.,  151b.,  181b„  191b.,  and  19Jlb.,  on 
the  Movanagher  section. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Fine  weather  came  in  on 
Sept.  14,  and  promises  to  stand  for  some  time.  On 
the  dams  at  Woodburn  there  was  a  small  improve- 
ment in  trout  fishing,  the  catches  running  from  three 
to  five  fish  per  rod  per  day.  Mr.  N.  Brown,  on 
Sept.  12,  had  seventeen  trout,  and  on  the  three 
previous  Saturdays  his  catches  were  twenty-one, 
thirteen,  and  nineteen  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  McKee  had  five, 
self  three.  The  rivers  are  almost  clear  of  flax  water. 
On  the  Cludy,  on  Sept.  15,  Mr.  Reggy  Brock  and 
another  angler  had  twelve  and  five  fish.  A  great 
number  of  flax-water  prosecutions  are  pending, 
thanks  to  the  way  in  which  this  matter  hes  been 
ventilated  in  the  Press. — J.  A.  B. 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  river 
is  yet  very  high,  but  is  now  in  better  fishing  order. 
Mr.  G  C.  Lees- Milna  landed  three  salmon  during 
the  past  week,  of  I2ib.,  101b.,  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  W.  H. 
Mortimore  caught  five  of  101b.,  91b.,  81b.,  7lb.,  and 
5lb.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Carson,  three,  of  14lb.,  101b.,  and 
61b. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Currane.  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
On  the  upper  lakes  sport  has  been  backward  with 
sea-trout,  but  fair  with  brown  trout.  Coppal  Lake 
has  fished  very  badly  during  the  week,  but  sport  is 
improving.  The  Inny  has  been  in  order  on  a  couple 
of  days,  but  sport  was  not  up  to  anticipation. 
Colonel  Carruthers  had  two  salmon  of  61b.  each,  and 
Dr.  Gaskell  two,  6Jlb.  and  61b.  A  few  sea-trout 
were  also  had  by  other  anglers.  On  the  Cummeragh, 
on  Sept.  11,  Colonel  C.  C.  Little  got  a  salmon  of 
101b.,  and  Mr.  Lescher  one  on  Lough  Currane.  On 
Sept.  14,  Mr.  Lescher  had  four  sea-trout  on  Water- 
ville River.— T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — Fishing 
in  above  waters  from  Clonbur  since  last  report  htis 
been  very  good.  The  river  fishing  has  been  a  great 
success.  Finny  river  is  full  of  trout.  Captain 
Lascelles,  on  Sept.  13,  caught  on  Finny  river  eight 
trout,  weighing  14lb.,  two  of  these  weighed  71b. ; 
also  Mr.  Jackson,  on  the  14th,  caught  six,  weighing 
13  Jib.,  largest  trout  4Jlb.,  all  on  artificial  fly.  On  the 
lakes  Messrs.  Smith,  Forde,  and  Malpass  have  made 
large  baskets  dapping  with  the  Daddy.  Anglers 
may  now  look  forward  to  good  sport  on  river  and 
lake. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — Trouting  has  been  good  during 
the  past  week,  and  anglers  out  all  over  the  lake 
generally  had  good  sport,  taking  daily  nice  baskets 
of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout,  containing  from 
a  dozen  to  twenty,  and  amongst  them  some 
fine  gillaroo  trout  of  lib.,  IJlb.,  and  2lb.  The 
weather  at  time  of  writing  is  fine,  and  prospects  of 
sport  good  for  the  remaining  days  of  the  season. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
Subjoined  are  some  of  the  catches  since  last  report : — 
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Mr.  Witherow,  nine  salmon,  heaviest  101b. ;  Mr. 
Dashwood,  three,  heaviest  71b. ;  Mr.  Hallett,  two, 
71b.  and  81b.  ;  Major  Massey.  two.  6|lb.  and  91b. ; 
Mr.  Drayson,  one,  81b. ;  Mr.  Hainsworth,  six, 
heaviest  121b.;  P.  Harkin,  nine;  Mr.  Charles 
Mclvor,  fonr,  heaviest  141b.  ;  J.  J.  Sweeney,  eight, 
heaviest,  101b.;  Captain  Williams,  six;  Mr.  Mon- 
crieff,  eight ;  Rev.  W.  Wynn,  nine.  Brown  trout- 
ing  very  good,  self  having  nineteen  trout  on  upper 
sections  of  Owen  Killew. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iioughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Sport  poor  owing  to  the  very  high  water. 
Mr.  C.  H.  M.  Jones,  six  grilse,  291b. ;  Mr.  Carter, 
five  grilse,  311b. ;  Mr.  Foster,  four  grilse,  251b.  Fine 
baskets  of  sea-trout  were  got  during  the  week ; 
trouting  on  the  loughs  was  also  good.  —  Pat 
Heahnks. 

Rosses  (Duugloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  lakes  are 
now  in  the  best  order,  and  well  stocked  with  sea- 
trout.  During  the  week  Mr.  Yates  caught  three 
sea-trout,  7^1b. ;  Mr.  Raynor  had'several  from  31b. 
down  ;  Colonel  Foster,  two,  51b. ;  on  Meenlecknalore 
Mr.  Carter,  nine,  on  Dungloe.  Sir  A.  Hart,  Bart., 
was  successful  on  Tully  and  Dungloe;  and  Major 
Rickards,  Mr.  Fairbridge,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Mort  had 
some  baskets. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  The  water  now 
stands  at  a  very  high  mark,  but  we  have  had  a 
succession  of  very  fine  days,  and  there  are  indi- 
cations of  continued  good  weather. — J.  Enbight 
AND  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Quite 
an  agreeable  change  has  taken  place  in  the  weather, 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to  catching  some  of  the 
monster  salmon  that  each  season  head  up  here  from 
the  lower  waters.  I  could  set  up  a  party  of  English 
fishermen  with  fishing,  etc«,  during  October. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux. — Sept.  6. — I  have  not  heard  that  much 
to  report  in  the  way  of  fishing  occurred  during  my 
absence  (since  June),  partly  because  the  angling 
circle  became  smaller  in  the  warm  weather.  Now, 
in  the  closing  month  of  the  season,  a  few  people  are 
fishing  again.  At  Sierre  I  learn  there  was  some 
nice  trouting  in  Mr.  Robinson's  water,  and  a  few 
trout  have  been  taken  by  the  "  Colonel  "  both  in 
the  Vaudois  and  Stockalper  waters  with  artificial 
grasshoppers  and  duns,  one  of  over  a  pound  being 
taken  yesterday.  An  English  visitor  also  had  a 
nice  bit  of  sport  in  the  last-named  water  with  a 
IJlb.  brown  trout,  taken,  after  strong  play,  on  a 
large  claret  lake  fly,  and  with  a  4oz.  American  rod. 
One  or  two  of  the  large  lake  trout  are  said  to  have 
been  caught  also,  by  peasants,  on  their  way  to  the 
spawning  grounds  up  the  valley. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at 
and  around  this  station,  the  fish  caught  principally 
consisting  of  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  bream. 
A  few  ling,  congers,  and  bass  have  also  been  had. 
Rock  fishing  has  been  resumed  with  much  success 
at  wrasse  and  pollack. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton.— Sport  has  been  good  at  whiting, 
pollack,  and  gurnard.  At  time  of  wriling  sport  is 
showing  further  improvement,  as  the  weather  is 
now  all  that  could  be  desired. — -T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — After  the  storm  we  have  had  a  calm, 
and  land  winds  in  place  of  west.  About  twenty 
boats  were  off  on  Sept.  13  at  the  Kemptown  end  of 
Brighton  ;  and  on  Sept.  14  and  15  numbers  of  boat 
anglers  were  off,  rods  and  hand  lines  about  equally 
divided,  after  silver  whiting,  whiting  pout,  flat  fish 
and  small  conger.  By  the  way,  I  met  a  fine  little  boy 
a  few  days  ago,  with  rod  in  brown  bag,  returning 
from  an  afternoon's  fishing  on  the  West  Pier.  His 
catch  was  a  small  pout  whiting  about  six  inches  in 
length.  He  was  about  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
said  he  commenced  fishing  at  four.  Nothing 
daunted,  "I  must  go  out  in  a  boat  the  next  time," 
said  he.  I  do  love  enthusiasm.  "  More  power  to 
him,"  say  I. — H, 

Deal. — There  have  been  a  few  decent  codling  and 
pouting,  also  a  few  whiting,  and  Master  Arthur 
B.  Bernard  caught  on  Saturday  (Sept.  12)  a  conger 
eel  weighing  8flb,  Since  then  the  weather  has 
been  very  unsettled  and  the  water  thick  as  soup, 
which  has  quite  put  a  stop  to  rod  and  line  fishing. 
There  will  be  no  prospect  for  sport  until  weather 
gets  more  settled. — Edward  Hangeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

 (the  Pier). — The  boisterous  weather  which 

has  prevailed  with  such  persistency  for  the  last  few 
days  has  sadly  marred  all  local  sport,  general 
results  being  as  bad  as  could  possibly  be  imagined. 
A  few  congers  of  small  size,  together  with  some 
half-dozen  codling  and  a  few  pouting,  have  con- 
stituted the  entire  pier  catch  for  the  last  week,  and 
disappointment  has  been  the  general  lot  of  some 
forty  local  and  visiting  anglers.  Given  an  early 
change  of  wind  to  west  or  south-west,  material 


improvement  in  sport  should  speedily  take  place. — 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Sea  angling  has  been  resumed,  and 
good  sport  among  pollack  has  been  the  rule. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Hastings. — Grand  weather  this  week  for  fishing ; 
wind  holds  well  in  north  and  north-west.  The  boats 
have  had  splendid  takes,  principally  flat  fish,  but  of 
exceptional  size  ;  only  a  few  whiting  about  as  yet. 
The  harbour  has  been  fishing  well ;  best  fish  from 
there  this  week  a  3Uh.  codling,  taken  by  Mr.  Titjen. 
Mr.  Watts,  on  Hastings  Pier,  has  had  fair  sport  with 
bass  up  to  4|lb.,  and  conger,  51b.  On  St.  Leonards 
Pier,  Mr.  Dennis,  on  Sept.  15,  creeled  a  well-condi- 
tioned cod  of  6|^lb.  Fishing  from  the  beach  at  West 
St.  Leonards,  Mr.  Jarman  captured  a  splendid  bass, 
which  went  just  over  101b.  The  Sea  Angling  Festival 
arrangements  are  well  in  hand,  and  everything 
points  to  a  record  entry. — H.  Dowsett. 

Iiovrestoft. — The  whiting  are  now  beginning  to 
put  in  an  appearance  and  good  takes  are  to  be 
anticipated.  Dr.  Matcham,  of  London,  fishing  from 
a  boat  on  Tuesday  reports  having  taken  some 
extremely  good  fish.  A  codling  of  about  51b.  and 
one  smaller  were  also  taken  from  the  North 
Extension  by  an  angler.  A  report  of  the  highly 
successful  meeting  of  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling 
Society  will  be  found  in  another  column.  The  first 
competition  will  be  held  on  the  Claremont  Pier  on 
October  1,  when  seven  prizes  will  be  offered. — H.  L. 

Penzance. — Sport  improving  since  the  hurricane 
of  Thursday  last,  which  happily  did  no  damage  at 
sea  here.  Messrs.  Boyton  (B.S.A.S.)  and  Jubb 
had,  in  three  catches,  three  dories,  one  a  fine  speci- 
men weighing  71b. — thirty-three  conger,two gurnard, 
thirty-one  bream,  one  shark — 161b. — seven  dogfish, 
ten  pollack,  twelve  wrasse,  three  bibs,  six  pouting, 
one  whiting,  one  scad,  twenty -seven  chad ;  total,  1 37 
fish.  On  Sept.  14  and  15,  self  and  man  caught 
seventy-five  large  whiting,  several  scaling  21b.,  four 
pollock,  sixteen  mackerel  (large),  eight  bream,  ten 
chad,  four  gurnard,  ten  cuckoos;  total,  127  fish. 
A  clergyman's  three  catches,  fifteen  bream,  one 
gurnard,  fifteen  mackerel — one  21b. — forty-six  chad, 
twenty  pollack,  one  bass.  Pier  fishing  also  better, 
Mr.  F.  Tate,  Richmond,  Surrey,  in  three  catches, 
forty-three  pollack,  three  bass,  and  five  chad. 
Mackerel  catches  of  eighty  down  ;  pollack,  catches 
of  twenty-five  down.  Prospects  of  sport  good. — 
J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

  Anglers  have  had  excellent  sport  from  both 

pier  heads  during  the  past  week,  and  good  catches 
of  mackerel  have  been  made.  — H. 

Flynxoutli. — After  a  storm  comes  a  calm,  which 
has  been  the  case  this  week.  The  Sound  is  literally 
alive  with  mackerel,  but  they  are  not  very  large ; 
they  are  nearly  all  being  caught  whiffing  with  the 
silver  spinner,  several  dozen  being  the  result  of  a 
few  hours'  catch.  Early  morning  is  the  best  time 
for  these  fish.  Some  very  fine  mullet  are  being 
caught  just  inside  the  Breakwater,  fishing  with  a 
rod  and  using  very  fine  gear.  One  rod  had  four 
fish  that  weighed  lOJlb.,  one  being  just  over  51b., 
besides  several  smaller  ones.  Plenty  of  pollack  can 
be  caught  almost  anywhere  in  the  Sound,  also  off 
the  different  piers.  Large  bass  have  made  their 
appearance  at  the  Promenade  Pier.  Only  a  few, 
however,  have  been  caught,  but  several  rods  have 
had  their  gear  carried  away  by  these  fish. — William 
Heaedeb  (B  S.A.S.). 

Biauisgate. — The  water  has  remained  very  thick 
since  the  gale  of  the  1 0th,  and  the  boats  have  had 
but  very  moderate  takes  in  consequence.  From 
the  Iron  Pier,  codling,  a  few  whiting,  and  a  bass  or 
two  have  been  taken.  From  the  Marina,  one  nice 
bass,  about  61b.,  and  a  few  codling  have  been 
landed.  The  West  Pier  has  afforded  fair  sport  with 
pouting,  codling,  and  some  whiting.  The  water  is 
now  fining  down  nicely,  and  the  week-end  fishing 
should  be  good  in  the  absence  of  further  storms. 
A  small  shark  was  brought  in  on  the  15th  by  one 
of  the  boats,  and  imr^ediately  set  up  as  a  penny- 
catcher. — Grey  Mullbtt. 

Scarhorough.  —  Silver  whiting,  mackerel,  &c., 
very  abundant  in  the  bay,  and  both  boat  and  pier 
anglers  are  having  excellent  sport.  The  herring 
fleet  (chiefly  Scotch)  are  making  large  takes — H. 

Walmer. — Owing  to  the  almost  unbroken  pre- 
valence of  unfavourable  weather  the  record  for  lekst 
week  is  but  meagre.  On  Sept.  12  a  few  fish  were 
taken,  and  the  outlook  seemed  improving,  but  a 
return  of  the  strong  wind  and  heavy  sea  rendered 
boat  fishing  impossible.  On  Tuesday  (Sept.  16) 
the  wind  changed  from  S.W.  to  N.N.E.,  and 
again  to  N.W.,  in  which  quarter  it  remains. 
The  water  is  very  thick,  but  the  stir-up  should 
improve  sport  as  soon  as  we  are  favoured  with 
suitable  weather.  Week-end  prospects  it  is  impos- 
sible to  forecast.  At  the  moment  of  writing  the 
wind  has  dropped  and  rain  seems  probable  ;  but  a 
change  of  wind,  which  may  entirely  alter  the  aspect 
of  affairs,  is  not  unlikely.  The  autumn  mackerel 
fishing  is  just  starting.    The  mackerel  boats  have 


a  good  deal  of  leeway  to  make  up  this  year,  as 
the  spring  season  has  left  much  to  be  desired. 
A  few  sprats  are  about,  and  are  occasionally  taken 
in  the  draw-nets ;  but  there  are  not  enough  to  start 
the  sprat  boats  yet,  although  the  careful  over- 
hauling of  the  sprat  nets  in  readiness  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  wiater  season  is  well  in  hand. 
Much  damage  was  done  by  the  storm  of  Thursday 
night  (Sept.  10),  but  this  district  fared  better  than 
some  others ;  the  damage  at  the  Dover  Harbour 
Works,  for  instance,  is,  I  learnt  at  Dover  on  Tues- 
day, even  more  serious  than  was  at  first  supposed. — 
Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.^ 


Jlssoctttfions,  etc. 

Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Sept.  21,  at  8  p.m.  In  consequence 
of  rents  of  fisheries  and  bailiffs'  salaries  being  very 
heavy  this  quarter,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  committee 
that  all  outstanding  accounts  be  paid  as  quickly  as 
possible. — R.  W.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £1  Is.  from  the  Walham  Green  A.S..  and 
£4  33.  from  the  Warwick  (of  Walthamstow)  A.S. 
The  demand  for  tickets  is  most  disappointing.  I 
had  hopes  of  increasing  last  year's  membership, 
but  now  fear  a  decrease  in  spite  of  support  from 
several  fresh  clubs.  Will  club  secretaries  kindly  do 
their  best  to  persuade  all  past  members  to  continue 
their  subscriptions. — W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley-road, 
Shepherd's  Bush. 

Bbitish  Sea  Anqlees'  Society, 
On  Wednesday,  with  Dr.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  in 
the  chair,  the  members  devoted  themselves  to  the 
consideration  of  the  preservation  of  specimen  fish 
and  baits,  opened  by  a  paper  bv  Mr.  C.  W.  Croft 
Handley,  who  dealt  with  the  subject  most  compre- 
hensively, pointing  out  how  necessary  it  was  that 
the  members  should  surround  themselves  with  pre- 
served specimens  of  at  least  all  the  sea  fishes  taken  in 
British  waters,  accompanied  by  coloured  sketches 
recording  appearances  which  in  all  specimens  too 
soon  fade ;  pointing  out  at  the  same  time  that  the 
preparation  of  these  sketches  might  suitably  fall  into 
the  hands  of  lady  members  of  the  society  possessing 
the  necessary  gifts.  Schwann  in  1837  said  that 
"living  germs  are  the  cause  of  all  putrefaction  " ; 
kill  them,  and  you  arrest  it.  A  full  description  of 
the  processes  to  be  gone,throngh  in  order  to  do  this 
and  so  preserve  specimens  in  spirit,  formalin,  and 
other  preservative  liquids,  was  given,  with  the 
necessary  manipulation.  A  schedule  of  receipts 
for  their  manufacture  and  use,  together  with  a  Ust  of 
authorities  upon  the  sub  j  ect  and  that  of  taxidermy  was 
added  to  the  paper  for  use  of  members.  The  process 
of  preservation  for  stuffing  and  moimting  was 
described,  but  with  a  general  recommendation  to 
leave  this  to  the  taxidermist  and  pay  him  for  it. 
The  description  of  various  modes  of  preserving 
baits  brought  an  able  and  instructive  paper 
to  a  close,  followed  by  a  vote  of  the  society's 
thanks  to  Mr.  Croft  Handley  for  the  good  service 
rendered  in  bringing  forward  so  important  a  subject. 
The  discussion  which  ensued  dealt  mainly  with 
ramifications  of  the  subject,  the  opener's  positions 
being  fully  accepted ;  and  some  additions  were  made 
to  his  receipts  and  formulae,  and  handed  to  the 
secretary  for  future  reference.  Specimens  of 
preserved  baits  of  various  kinds  were  handed 
round  and  commented  upon,  the  general  opinion 
being  that  as  a  "pis-aller"  they  were  convenient, 
but  that  the  fish  preferring  them  to  the  real 
thing  was  to  blame.  Messrs.  Minchin,  Walter 
Bates,  S.  Tucker,  Mignot,  and  the  chairman, 
among  others,  contributed  to  a  very  full  and  com- 
prehensive treatment  of  the  subject.  The  agents' 
reports  from  twenty  stations  were  attached  to  the 
notice  board  for  inspection ;  and  reports  from 
members  of  the  fishing  experiences  of  the  week 
were  fairly  numerous.  Next  Wednesday  Mr.  A. 
W.  Parker  will  read  a  paper  upon  Deal  and  its 
association  with  English  history. — Hon.  Repobteb, 

Centbal  Association  of  London 
Angling  Clubs, 
The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C.,  on 
Monday  last.  The  President,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf, 
occupied  the  c  hair.  The  minutes  of  previous 
meeting  included  the  enrolment  of  a  newly  formed 
club,  the  Dartmouth  A.S.,  for  the  district  of 
Highgate.  A  new  angling  society,  to  be  known 
as  the  Trafalgar  A.S.,  also  applied  for  enrolment ; 
everything  being  satisfactory,  they  were  duly 
accepted.  Another  new  society  which  applied 
for  affiliation  was  referred  to  the  committee 
for  further  inquiries  to  be  made.  Important 
matters  were  submitted  in  reference  to  railway 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming^  and  trading  in  the  name 
of  Og^den.  AYOIID  disappointment  by 
dealing^  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


POPHAM 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACEE 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 
The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN, 

«JAS.   OGDSN'S   "  iyiUIL>TTJlVI-IlSr-I>ARYO "   FIL-Y   ROD,  21/-. 

«JAS.   OGDEN'S  NEW  "INVTCTH."   FTiY   (x>e^istex>ed),   6/-   per  doas. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


SOAP 
SALVE 

Preparations  invaluable  for 

Sportsmen  &  Traveiiers. 


PETOL 

I      PETOL  Preparations 


PREVENTS  MOSQUITO,  MIDGE,  AND  INSECT  BITES. 

RAPID  CURE  FOR  ALL  SKIN  TROUBLES,  CUTS,  BURNS, 
SCRATCHES,  &c. 

A  liSToxidLepful  Specific  for  Piles  &>  Eczema. 

SAMPLE  BOX,  1/9,  POST  FREE  OF 

Z^tH^^W  I   if  ^  CAMBRIDGE,  and 

r  t  I  ^/^i      LiXvliy  86,  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  reconnieiKled  to 
ANGLERS 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dabbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLBSALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  op  TROLLING). 
Made  Id  Shall  or  Gennan  Silvei,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fisti  wboae  bright 
ooloorlng  render  there  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Treat,  Ptfee,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
8AM.  Alloook  &  CO.  and  T.  H.  Lkb.  4,  Sim  Qrove, 
Peckbam,  S.B.    Larse  (lie,  1/6  i  imall,  1  Si 


Now  Ready.     Canvas  Back.     Is.  6d.  net. 

WALTON  an^SOME  EARLIER 


ANOLINQ  WRITERS. 

By  R.   B.  MARSTON  (Editor  "Fishing  Gazette") 

THE  BOOK  LOVER'S  LIBRARY. 

Edited  by  HENRY  B.  WHEATLEY,  F.S.A. 

The  Book  Lover's  Library  includes  many  able  and  useful  Works  which  have  taken  their 
places  as  authorities  on  the  subjects  they  have  treated  of ;  some  are  valuable  works  of 
reference  while  others  of  the  lighter  character  have  afforded  entertaining  reading  on  bookish 
subjects. '  The  Book  Lover's  Library  has  had  a  large  sale  among  collectors  and  bibliographers 
both  in  England  and  America,  and  many  well-known  and  eminent  writers  have  contributed  to 
its  pages.  

London  •  SAilPSOX  LOW,  ilARSTON  &  COilPAJJT,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
And  ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  Paternoster  Row,  E.C. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTOfiS  OF  THE  . 

(( T'ax&xi.edl   Ajn^ola  " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

Xajxned   Angola  " 

WADING  STOGKINGS,  25/- 

Xlie   "  Fea.tili.ex> wei^lit  " 

WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&  21/- 

See  Field,  June  SO,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE.  W.C. 
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questions,  fisheries,  and  resuming  of  the  visits  after 
the  summer  vacation.  It  was  suggested  that  a 
Central  Cup  Competition  should  take  place  on 
November  22,  for  one  day  only,  a  team  of 
six  members  from  each  subscribing  club  to 
take  part,  the  match  to  be  roving,  on  the 
Thames,  and  the  venue  to  be  fixed  at  a  later  date. 
The  following  clubs  at  once  promised  a  donation  to 
the  cup  fund:  South-West,  Putney,  Stockwell, 
Izaak  Walton,  North  Camberwell.  Freemason,  Dart- 
mouth. Islington,  Blackfriars,  Amicable  Brothers, 
United  Brothers,  Junior  Piscatorial.  Walham  Green, 
West  London,  Oglanders  ;  Mr.  R.  Hill  also  promis- 
ing medals  for  the  winning  team.  The  delegates 
were  requested  to  report  further  at  next  meeting. 
Meeting  closed  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  thi 
president. 

City  or  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  specially  convenpd  meeting  of  the  society.  Mr. 
John  Dry  den  (hon.  librarian)  presiding,  was  held  on 
Tuesday  last  (Sept.  15).  when  the  rules,  which  had 
been  somewhat  amended,  were  reconsidered  and 
generally  confirmed  previous  to  printing.  At  the 
ordinary  meeting  which  followed  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont 
took  the  chair.  There  was  a  very  nice  show  of  fi=h, 
Mr.  Cox  having  a  fine  tray  of  chub,  up  to  31b.  ;  Mr. 
Canton,  from  the  Lea  (St.  Margaret's),  having  also 
a  good  tray  of  roach  up  to  lib.,  besides  others  of 
lesser  size.  Mr.  Canton  also  had  considerable  fishing 
at  Scarborough,  taking  on  one  occasion  some 
fifty  good  whiting,  a  sea-perch  of  31b.  being  also 
taken  by  Mr.  Canton,  jun.  Dr.  Ladell,  at  Ramsgate, 
and  Mr.  Wolff,  at  Marlow,  Twickenham,  and  Ted- 
dington,  had  had  but  moderate  success  At  Hunt- 
ingdon last  wepk  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  WolS  reported 
plenty  of  fish  taken,  but  not  up  toC.L.P  S.  standard. 
Mr.  Beamont  (chairman)  had  taken  many  fish  on 
the  Broads,  but  not  of  large  size.  However,  at 
Cant  ley  his  catch  included  bream  up  to  31b.  and 
roach  up  to  fib.,  several  dozen  being  taken.  It 
was  notified  that  owing  to  the  adverse  weather  the 
casting  competition  fixed  for  Sept.  22  would  be 
postponed  for  the  present.  The  usual  toast  and 
cordial  votes  of  thanks  to  the  respective  gentle- 
men that  had  occupied  the  chair  terminated  the 
proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  15.  Some  capital  bags 
of  roach  have  been  had  from  Kelvedon,  Mr.  Powles 
West  taking  201b.,  and  Mr.  Gill  securing  twelve, 
weighing  I  IJlb.  Mr.  S.  T.  Saunders  landed  at  Rick- 
niansworth  a  mirror  carp  weighing  5lb.  5oz.  on  a 
tight  line,  after  a  ten  minutes'  exciting  tussle.  Mr. 
Colles,  at  Chesham.  took  two  brace  of  fine  trout,  one 
of  which,  however,  he  returned,  though  well  over 
the  Gresham  standard.  The  principal  event  of  tho 
evening  was  a  paper  by  the  Rev.  E,  Meyer,  giving  an 
account  of  hU  first  es^ay  in  fly-fishing  in  Scotland. 
The  reverend  gentlemen  described,  in  his  inimitable 
manner,  his  arrival  at  Euston,  the  railway  journey, 
and  his  first  attempt  at  fly-casting,  when  he  suc- 
ceeded, by  dint  of  good  coaching  and  perseverance, 
in  casting,  not  only  his  flies,  but  also  his  rod,  and 
ultimately  himself,  into  the  loch.  Notwithstanding 
this  contretemps,  he  persisted,  and  though  at  the 
end  of  the  day  he  was  not  top  scorer,  he  yet  had 
quite  a  respectable  bag  to  his  credit.  The  second 
day,  a  soaking  rain  which  was  falling  did  not 
prevent  him  from  fishinp,  and  though  his  flies  occa- 
sionally "  cracked "  off,  and  he  lost  his  casts 
through  placing  them  on  the  heather  when  changing, 
yet  he  managed  to  secure  a  fair  share  of  the  speckled 
beauties.  On  this  particular  day  he  fished  a  small 
burn,  and  having  wandered  along  for  a  consider- 
able time,  crossing  and  recrossing  times  without 
number,  he  found  himself  at  evening  in  the  un- 
happy position  of  being  miles  from  home,  as  he 
thought.  To  his  surprise,  on  hailing  a  countryman 
and  inquiring  of  him  where  his  host  resided,  he  was 
informed  that  he  was  at  the  back  of  the  house  from 
which  he  had  set  out.  The  way  the  rev.  gentleman 
handled  his  subject,  his  racy  descriptions  of  the 
scenery  and  natives,  and  the  humorous  anecdotes 
interspersed  througout,  afforded  very  great  enjoy- 
ment to  his  audience ;  and  in  thanking  the  rev. 
gentleman  for  his  kindness,  the  hope  was  expressed 
that  he  would  ere  long  give  the  society  another 
opportunity  of  spending  so  enjoyable  an  evening. — 
F.  E.  Eldbed,  Hon  Sec. 

HiGHBTJEY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  chair  at  the  weekly 
meeting  ;  after  the  usual  business,  several  gentlemen 
entered  their  names  for  the  championship.  Will 
all  members  wishing  to  enter  send  their  names  to 
the  secretary  on  or  before  Sept.  23,  as  the  list  closes 
on  that  date.  The  following  members  have  taken 
fish:— Mr.  C.  Mitchell,  201b.  of  pike;  Mr.  Parsons, 
roach  from  the  Lea ;  Mr.  T.  A.  Saunders,  one  pike, 
lUb.  3oz.,  from  the  Thames;  Mr.  Potter,  a  mixed 


bag  from  our  Barford  Fishery— pike,  71b..  roach, 
lib  lOoz.,  and  some  good  perch  ;  Mr.  Attwood  had 
some  class  dace  from  the  Thatcham  Fishery,  and 
trout  of  21b.  5oz.— G.  R. 

PisoATOEiAL  Society. 
Mr.  Frank  Ward  presided  over  Monday's  meeting, 
and  quite  a  host  of  successful  angling  experiences 
were  related  by  members  present.  Messrs.  Robert 
Bradford,  C.  H.  Bywaters,  and  J.  E.  Evans  had 
been  to  Clova.  fishing  the  South  Esk  and  lochs 
thereabouts.  They  one  and  all  spoke  in  the  highest 
terms  of  the  beauty  of  the  place,  the  excellency  of 
the  hotel  accommodation,  and  the  attention  paid 
to  their  wants  in  every  way  whilst  staying  in  this 
charming  Forfar=hire  village.  The  river,  however, 
was  never  in  good  order,  but  the  party  creeled 
numbers  of  sea-trout  up  to  31b.,  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans 
getting,  besides  five  salmon,  the  heaviest  fish, 
weighing  61b.  12oz.  The  party  are  most  anxious 
to  renew  their  acquaintance  with  Clova,  so  enjoy- 
able was  the  time  they  spent  there.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  with  Mr.  C.  Butler,  had  been  to  Harris! 
where,  bad  weather  notwithstanding,  they  had 
had  fairly  good  sport.  Besides  sea-trout,  Mr. 
H.  H.  Brown  killed  four  salmon,  best  fish  101b., 
taken  on  hackled  May  Fly  above  all  things  in  the 
world— so  much  for  science.  Mr.  Butler's  catch  of 
salmon  numbered  three,  best  fish  81b.  9oz.  Mr.  A. 
C.  Poole  and  a  fiiend,  who  were  also  at  Harris 
fishing  private  water,  took  thirty-two  salmon  and 
196  sea-trout  between  them.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher 
had  a  nice  take  of  roach  at  Uxbridge,  and  Messrs. 
H.  P.  Thompson  and  H.  A.  Rolt  reported  that  in  a 
fortnight's  fishing  at  Hungerford  they  took  seventy- 
seven  brace  of  grayling  and  fifteen  and  a  half  brace 
of  trout.  The  grayling  as  a  whole  ran  larger  than 
usual,  several  of  the  fish  weighing  lib.  7oz.  Eighty 
brace  of  the  catch  were  killed  on  the  Geld  and  Silver 
Witch.— Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List. 
Secretaries  of  clubs  afiaiiated  to  the  above  List 
are  requested  to  send  in  their  list  re  Yalding  match, 
as  per  my  request  of  last  week,  at  their  earliest 
convenience,  so  that  I  can  prepare  the  prize  list  in 
proper  order  for  the  Bermondsey  Brothers'  visit  and 
distribution  of  prizes.— A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 


PFovineial  flngling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  seventeenth  annual  contest  promoted  by  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  fished  on 
Monday  last  at  Tewkesbury  in  the  rivers  Severn 
and  Avon.  Three  special  trains  were  chartered  to 
convey  the  members  and  their  friends  to  the  contest. 
The  contest  ground  was  about  seven  miles  in  extent, 
as  over  1 150  took  part.  The  contest  was  not  a  success 
from  a  fishing  point  of  view  as  the  rivers  were  in 
flood,  so  much  so  that  during  the  early  hours  of  Mon- 
day morning  a  large  number  of  the  pegs  and  numbers 
were  washed  away,  and  the  water  was  so  high  that 
a  large  number  of  members  were  unable  to  fish  the 
Severn,  and  the  most  successful  were  the  men  who 
fished  the  Avon.  The  contest  was  of  three  hours' 
duration;  Messrs.  Coles,  Edgerton,  Tullett,  and 
Bruton  acted  as  referees,  and  the  whole  of  the 
committee  officiated  as  umpires.  At  the  close  of 
the  contest  only  190  bags  were  brought  in  to  the 
weighing-in  tent,  the  result  being  that  the  follow- 
ing twelve  members  secured  the  chief  prizes, 
namely,  Mr.  W.  Bayliss,  St.  George's  (Club),  Ist; 
Mr.  A.  Pinner,  Aston  Manor,  2nd;  Mr.  W.  Mills, 
Imperial,  3rd  ;  Mr.  R.  Jarrett,  Green  Lanes,  4th ; 
Mr.  Turner,  Salmon,  5th;  Mr.  Mander,  Albion 
Greet.  6th;  Mr.  H.  Miller,  Highgate,  7th;  Mr.  G. 
Douglas,  Highgate,  8th;  Mr.  Nash,  Albion  Greet, 
9th;  Mr.  Jones,  Deritend,  10th;  Mr.  Humphries, 
Albion,  nth;  Mr.  Tullett,  Highgate,  12th;  the 
winner's  weight  was  only  21b.  3-^oz.  The  first  three 
prizes  are  £8,  £6,  and  £4,  and  seventy-nine  other 
prizes  in  money  to  the  value  of  £62  will  be  given, 
the  lowest  prize  being  10s.  ;  the  winner  will  also 
receive  a  diploma,  and  also  the  club  to  which  he 
belongs.  The  club  will  hold  the  silver  challenge 
cup  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months,  and  it  will 
be  on  view  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill, 
Birmingham  ;  due  notice  will  be  given  for  the  prize 
distribution.  The  St.  Paul's  Society  held  their 
quarterly  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  last ;  the 
balance  in  hand  amounted  to  £50  14s.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  a  bye  contest  at  Fradley  on 
Oct.  4  next.  Mr.  W.  Bagler  was  appointed  referee. 
All  our  rivers  are  in  a  flooded  state  ;  the  pools  and 
canals  are  fishable,  but  owing  to  the  unsettled  state 
of  the  weather  a  few  have  been  out  only  to  the  big 
contest. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Last  week  the  Fen  rivers  and  drains  were  running 
in  a  partial  state  of  flood.  By  the  end  of  the  week, 
however,  they  had  fined  down  sufficiently  to  permit 
of  a  resumption  of  sport.  The  temperature  has 
been  very  low  for  the  time  of  the  year,  especially 
in  the  mornings  and  evenings,  and  those  who  have 
fished  during  these  particular  parts  of  the  day  have 
not  been  rewarded  to  any  extent.  Midday  fishing 
has  been  as  good  as  any.  Roach  and  perch  have 
taken  both  maggot  and  worm,  but  the  bags,  as  a 
rule,  have  been  light  compared  with  some  a  fortnight 
and  three  weeks  ago.  Those  who  have  fished  the 
Forty-foot  for  pike  have  had  difficulty  in  trolling 
on  account  of  the  large  amount  of  bottom  weed 
which  the  river  contains.  The  season  for  bream  has 
been  about  one  of  the  worst  known  for  several 
years.  Only  in  the  deep  holes  of  the  Witham  have 
any  really  good  fish  been  captured. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  are  in  very 
fair  ply  this  week,  and  in  some  parts  good  catches 
of  roach  and  bream  have  been  made ;  but  the 
month  still  continues  very  rough  and  squally, 
consequently  angling  has  been  pursued  at  times 
under  difficulties.  Mr.  H.  Thompson,  of  Beverley, 
secured  a  good  pike  last  week  that  scaled  101b.  12oz. 
on  Swinemoor,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Grovehill  and  Beverley  Beck  several  large  bream 
have  been  secured,  the  best  fish  turning  the 
scale  at  41b.  15oz.  On  Sept.  5  an  open  match 
was  held  at  Newport  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamation's  Benevolent  Fund,  but,  owing  to 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  only 
173  anglers  entered,  and  the  water  being  in  a 
brackish  state,  only  poor  takes  of  fish  were  made. 
Mr.  T.  Allison  headed  the  winners  with  lib.  3)z., 
Mr.  E  Emmitt  coming  in  second  with  lib.  O^oz. 
The  Universal  Angling  Association  fish  their  fourth 
and  last  match  of  the  season  to-day  (Wednesday) 
at  Newport.  The  river  Ancholme  is  now  in  a  little 
better  condition,  and  in  the  Brigg  district  roach  of 
l|lb.  and  bream  up  to  31b.  each  have  been  taken 
during  the  week.  The  river  Ludd  is  fishing  first- 
class  in  the  upper  water  above  Austin  Fen,  and 
with  favourable  weather  this  river  will  now  be  at 
its  best. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  last  of  the  big  events  of  the  season  arranged 
by  the  Warrington  Association  was  decided  on 
Sept.  12,  the  chief  prize  being  the  Challenge 
Shield.  No  less  than  twenty-five  teams  entered, 
and  after  a  keen  struggle  victory  rested  with  the 
Victoria  Angling  Society.  The  river  Bollin  is  run- 
ning down  nicely,  and  for  the  week-end  is  expected 
to  be  in  good  order ;  for  many  days  fishing  has  been 
out  of  the  question.  The  Stopes  Angling  Society, 
Radcliffe,  report  a  most  enjoyable  visit  to  Astley  on 
Sept.  12,  and  intimate  another  visit.  Mr.  J.  Robbwon 
the  first  prize  amongst  twenty-eight  competitors. 
The  Clifton  Anglers  at  Monton,  on  Saturday  last, 
had  poor  sport,  and  at  the  finish  had  two  prizes 
left.  Mr.  W.  Booth  took  the  first  prize  in  this 
contest.  The  Rumworth  Angling  Society,  Bolton, 
on  Saturday  last,  at  Worsley,  only  met  with  poor 
sport.  Mr.  H.  A.ahton  took  first  prize  with  7|oz. 
The  Kearsley  Anglers  in  great  force  visited  Barton 
on  Saturday  last,  but  had  a  disappointing  contest. 
The  Stockport  County  Anglers  won  the  Federation 
Shield  on  Saturday  last  for  the  third  time. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

One  of  the  best  clubs  in  this  city  is  the  Hulme 
Crown  A.S.  On  Sept.  13  they  visited  Northwich 
and  fished  a  match,  fifty-six  members  taking  part 
and  thirty-nine  catching  fish.  Mr.  F.  Morton  heads 
the  list  and  Mr.  J.  StafJord  secures  the  gold  medal 
offered  for  the  best  points  in  two  events.  For  a 
local  club  perhaps  the  Duchy  A.S.,  Pendleton,  can 
claim  a  record  for  results.  First  they  win  the 
C.P.A.A.  Cup  and  Championship,  then  run 
second  in  the  Bridgewater  Shield  Competition, 
win  the  W.C.F.  Championship,  and  on  Sept.  12 
secure  the  West  Salford  Shield  and  Championship. 
In  1901  they  won  the  Bridgewater  Shield,  for  which 
they  were  second  this  year.  The  Championship 
of  the  West  Salford  Association  was  won  by 
Mr.  F.  Smith.  To-morrow  the  Ardwick  Angling 
Society  visit  Althorpe  to  fish  a  match.  The  Buck- 
land  Angling  Society  have  arranged  a  two  days' 
match  at  Marple.  The  Lower  Broughton  Angling 
Society  wound  up  the  season  on  Sept.  13  at  North- 
wich, Mr.  F.  Evans  heading  the  list.  To-morrow 
the  Beswick  Anglers  visit  Torksey.  The  Sun 
Angling  Society  report  some  extensive  stocking  to 
their  private  waters. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had  extremely  adverse  weather,  and  the 
Trent,  at  the  period  of  writing,  was  only  just  settling 
down  after  having  been  in  flood.    This  was  due  to 
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torrential  rains  on  Thursday  (Sept.  10)  which  pro- 
duced a  rise  to  the  extent  of  eight  feet.  Since 
Monday  anglers  at  Wilford  and  Clifton  have  scored 
amongst  roach  ia  the  quiet  eddies  and  lay-byes, 
and  these  fish  are  reported  to  have  accepted  the 
small  red  worms  more  freely  than  previously  at 
Sawley  (Pride  of  Derby  Club's  reach)  and  Weston. 
There  has  beenlittle  doing  on  any  of  the  lower  waters, 
and  as  to  barbelling  tha  pursuit  has  been  entirely  out 
of  the  question.  Perhaps  with  more  settled  weather 
in  evidence  the  fish  may  be  tempted  with  worm  ; 
failing  that  a  dainty  piece  of  greaves,  though  the 
swims  or  pools  selected  must  not  be  overdone  with 
the  stuff.  Privileged  anglers  on  the  Grantham 
Canal  have  caught,  with  gentles,  any  quantity  of 
small  roach,  and,  occasionally,  sundry  bream 
running  over  2Jlb.  each.  A  few  choice  pike  have 
also  fallen  to  the  attractions  of  the  trolling  bait. 
The  new  travelling  cards  will  be  issued  in  a  few  days, 
and  meanwhile  secretaries  of  clubs  who  have  not 
made  the  necessary  application  to  Mr.  Harry  Coxon, 
the  local  manager  to  the  railway  companies  con- 
ceding the  much-coveted  privileges,  are  advised  to 
do  so  without  delay.  The  Nottingham  Anglers' 
Association  has  now  over  a  thousand  members  on 
its  books.  Trout  fishing  is  well  nigh  over  for  the 
season,  and  as  to  salmon  (on  the  Trent  itself)  not  a 
single  fish  has  been  landed  with  the  rod. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  terrible  storms  of  the  past  woek,  which  have 
wrought  such  destruction  throughout  the  country, 
have  filled  our  rivers  to  nearly  overflowing ;  indeed, 
in  places  large  tracts  of  land  are  under  water,  and 
it  will  be  some  time  before  either  the  Severn  or 
Teme  will  be  in  fishing  order,  even  if  we  should  be 
favoured  with  settled  weather.  Trout  fishing 
almost  nil.  Mr.  Martin  Perks  and  Mr.  W. 
Bridges  had  each  a  nice  catch  of  several  brace, 
fishing  some  of  the  smaller  streams  with 
the  mageot.  The  Avon  has  been  in  very  fair  con- 
dition all  the  week,  and  has  been  well  patronised, 
and  at  Defford  J.  Priest  and  J.  Thompson,  Foun- 
tain Club,  had  capital  sport  among  the  roach,  using 
maggot  and  creed  wheat  as  baits.  The  one  basket 
of  twenty  fish  weighed  12 Jib.,  and  F.  Briggs,  fish- 
ing with  the  worm  among  others,  caught  a  bream 
weighing  5^-lb.  Several  had  bream  over  3lb.  Sport 
at  Pershore  and  Twyning  Fleet  was  also  good. 
Many  anglers  will  regret  to  hear  that  the  splendid 
tent  the  landlord,  Mr.  Dale,  had  erected  for  the 
convenience  of  fishermen,  at  the  Twyniner  Fleet  Inn, 
was  completely  wrecked  by  the  gale  on  Wednesd'*y, 
Sept.  9,  entailing  a  great  loss. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  number  of  local  matches  have  to  be  recorded. 
Chief  of  these  is  that  of  the  York  and  District 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers,  in  which  twenty-four 
teams  had  entered  to  compete  for  the  cup  given  by 
Mr.  G.  D.  Faber,  M.P.  for  York,  and  only  one  was 
unrepresented.  Fishing  took  place  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  12,  on  the  Ouse  at  Fulford.  Three  hours' 
sport  was  experienced,  and  in  the  result  Clifton 
stood  first,  the  weight  being  6lb.  6Joz. ; 
Wheat  Sheaf,  second,  61b.  6oz.  ;  Terry's,  third, 
51b.  -Joz. ;  the  twenty-third  winning  club  being  the 
North  Eastern  Railway,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  of  the 
Cattle  Market  A.A.,  took  the  gold  medal  for  the 
best  individual  catch,  his  weight  being  2lb.  3|oz. 
The  Bishopthorpe  A.  S.  mustered  twenty-eight 
membeis  for  their  annual  match  on  the  Ouse. 
The  water  was  in  bad  condition  for  fishing, 
and  the  yield  consisted  of  small  fish,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  fine  specimens  of  roach, 
Emil  Atkinson  was  at  the  head  of  the  winners  with 
lib.  lOoz.,  and  took  the  special  piizes  for  the  best 
samples  and  the  best  variety  of  fish.  The  prizes 
were  presented  at  the  Ebor  Hotel  by  the  Rev. 
W.  G.  Pennyman,  Vicar.  The  first  annual  match 
of  the  Hunslet  Victoria  Fishing  Club  took  place 
at  East  Cottingwith  under  favourable  con- 
ditions. Between  twenty  and  thirty  members 
competed,  the  best  catch  falling  to  J.  Perkins, 
21b.  14oz.,  while  F.  Sheldon  took  the  one  for  the 
best  roach.  The  Wheatsheaf  Angling  Club  fished 
their  second  match  at  Linton,  when  Mr.  Petty  led 
the  winners.  In  the  course  of  Monday  and  Tuesday 
afternoons  (Sept.  14  and  15)  W.  Henderson,  fishing 
at  Bishopthorpe,  caught  23t.  51b.  of  roach,  which 
was  considered  very  good  business. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  Connaught  lakes  have  fished  well,  and  fine 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  Moy.  Good  sport  has 
been  had  at  peal.  The  Cork  rivers  have  yielded 
nice  sport,  and  the  outlook  on  those  waters  is 
improved  at  time  of  writing,  as  they  hold  a  big 
supply  of  salmon;  the  weather  is  just  the  thing, 
and  the  waters  are  in  nice  order,  though  falling. 
On  the  principal  Ulster  waters  sport  is  show- 
ing up  very  much,  and  the  back-end  angling 
promises  well  in  the  northern  province.  Very 
little  has  been  heard  of  poachmg  or  illegal 
fishing  recently.    Sea  angling  has  been  resumed  at 


all  the  principal  stations,  and  good  sport  has  been 
recorded  at  all  places  where  anglers  have  been  out. 
Pollack  especially  have  been  taking  well,  and  large 
numbers  of  gurnard  and  mackerel  have  also  been 
had.  Whiting  and  bass  have  not  given  much  sport 
anywhere. 


"glotes  from  t^c  ^ovtf). 

The  King  came  direct  from  Doncaster  to  Bal- 
moral on  Monday. 

The  Dee  has  been  so  much  up  and  down  that 
neither  the  Prince  of  Wales  nor  anyone  else  has 
had  much  sport  during  the  past  week.  But  of  fish 
there  is  no  lack,  and  with  a  few  dry  days  sport 
would  be  really  first-rate. 

Reports  to  hand  from  Donside  and  elsewhere 
indicate  a  heavy  head  of  fish  in  the  main  river  as 
well  as  the  side  streams. 


The  Braemar  gathering  was  held  on  Thursday, 
when  all  the  world  and  his  wife  went  up  Deeside  to 
see  the  King.    The  games  are  a  secondary  concern. 

The  first  real  autumn  fish,  a  beauty  of  26lb.,  was 
got  on  the  Commonty  Dee  water  on  Monday  by 
Mr.  Asher,  M  P. 


Mr.  George  Blacklaws,  of  Kincardine  O'Neil  fame, 
anticipates  a  very  bright  back-end  on  his  section  of 
the  Dee.  It  is  fifteen  years,  he  says,  since  the 
chances  were  so  good. 

Mr.  William  Farquhar  and  Mrs.  Farquhar  are 
occupying  Carlogie  Cottage,  long  the  residence  of 
his  gallant  father.  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar, 
K.C.B. — the  King's  oldest  neighbour  and  the  oldest 
living  angler  on  the  Dee. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Bredn,  had  a  fine  autumn  fish  on 
the  Don  last  week,  the  first  of  the  season.  It 
seldom  happens  that  autumn  fish  are  found  so  far 
inland  at  this  early  period. 

Mr.  Frank  Pickering,  of  Kincardine,  received  a 
warm  welcome  home  last  week,  on  his  return  from 
South  Africa.  The  vill-igors  and  residents  on  the 
estate  of  Kincardine  O'Neil  knojv  how  to  do  it. 


Mr.  Walker,  Queen's-road,  Aberdeen,  had  two 
months  in  Orkney  lately,  and,  bir  the  roujh 
weather,  had  a  fairly  good  season.  He  made  his 
record  basket  at  Birsay — seventeen  trout,  weighing 
14|lb.,  he  iviest  fish,  2'flb, 

The  Jungle  Cock  and  the  Dunkeld  divide  the 
honours  as  the  most  killing  sea-trout  lure  on  the  Dee. 

The  sand-eel  is  undoubtedly  the  growing 
favourite  salmon  spinning  bait  wherever  it  is  tried. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  have  dropped  £640 
on  last  year's  drawings  for  sales  of  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea-trout.  In  round  figures  the  seasons  stand 
about  level.  The  total  for  1902  was  £6712,  and  the 
total  for  season  just  closed  £6066. 

The  tops  of  the  near  hills  were  capped  with  snow 
last  week,  which  has  not  yet  di-^appeared.  On 
Tuesday  morning  the  thermometer  at  Balmoral 
registered  12  degrees  of  frost  overnight. 

The  hard  weather  is  more  acceptable,  even  though 
it  is  cold,  than  the  continual  drenching  showers  and 
tornadoes. 

Loch  fishing  in  Scotland  has  not  been  the  success 
it  usually  is  with  more  genial  weather,  and  Loch 
Leven  is  not  alone  in  this  respect.  Better  luck  next 
year.  Special  Scotch. 


ARE  THERE  FISH  IN  THE  DEAD  SEA  ? 


The  prevalent  error,  according  to  which  the 
water  of  this  interior  sea  is  quiet  and  incapable  of 
agitation,  seems  to  have  arisen  from  the  name  that 
it  has  retained  for  centuries.  .  .  .  This  error 
should  no  longer  exist,  now  that  trustworthy  tra- 
vellers have  told  us  of  the  huge  waves  that  break 
on  its  shores  during  storms. 

The  retention  of  the  primitive  name  (Dead.  Sea)  is 
due  to  the  fact,  which  is  perfectly  certain  and  well 
known,  that  no  Uving  creature — neither  fish, 
crustacean,  nor  mollusc — can  Uve  in  its  waters,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  inferior  organisms.  .  . 
This  fact  is  attested  by  the  death  of  the  fish  carried 
in  by  the  Jordan,  whose  bodies  serve  as  food  for 
the  birds  that  fly  over  the  lake  in  violation  of 
tradition. 


Accordingly  I  was  surprised  the  other  day  to  read 
in  a  well-known  journal  of  natural  science  the  fol- 
lowing note  under  the  heading.  "  The  Stocking  of 
the  American  Salt  Lakes  with  FLsh  "  : — 

"  Up  to  the  present  the  Dead  Sea  has  been 
regarded  as  wanting  in  fish  ;  the  saltness  of  its  waters 
has  seemed  to  preclude  the  development  of  animal 
life.  But  fish  have  now  been  discovered,  in  other 
salt  lakes,  in  tho  neighbourhood  of  the  streams  that 
flow  into  it.  So  the  United  States  FLsh  Commission 
has  taken  the  necessary  measures  to  introduce  more 
than  a  million  of  shad  fry  into  the  Great  Salt  Lake  of 
Utah.  As  the  affluents  reduce  the  density  of  the 
water  to  a  great  distance  from  their  mouths,  it  Ls 
hoped  that  the  fLsh  will  become  easily  acclimated 
and  that  they  will  go  up  the  tributaries  to  spawn." 

Now  .since  the  fish  carried  down  by  the  Jordan 
are  asphyxiated  when  they  have  scarcely  reached 
the  Dead  Sea,  how  can  the  fish  of  the  other  tributary 
streams  be  acclimated  in  this  furnace  ?  The  water 
boils  at  lOSdeg.  C.  (221deg.  F.),  and  the  magnesium 
chloride  gives  it  a  detestable  taste.  Add  the 
chlorides  of  sodium  and  calcium  and  then  bromide 
to  taste,  and  perhaps  we  may  realise  that  even  salt- 
water fish  can  not  Uve  in  such  an  element,  though  it 
is  perfectly  hmpid. 

A  bath  in  Dead  Sea  water  enables  one  to  realise 
the  difference  in  density  between  this  water  and  that 
of  seas  in  general  or  that  of  fresh-water  lakes.  Eggs 
float  in  it.  The  human  body  being  hghter  than  the 
water  of  the  Dead  Sea,  swimming  in  it  is  difficult, 
the  head  alone  tending  to  sink  in  the  water. 

At  any  rate,  if  the  Mormons,  or.  rather,  the 
Americans,  who  have  undertaken  to  stock  the  Utah 
lake  have  been  inspired  by  the  example  of  the  Dead 
Sea,  what  a  strange  delusion  truly  !  Someone, 
doubtless,  standing  on  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  has 
naively  thought  that  the  fishes  caught  in  this  river, 
though  the  shad  is  unknown  there,  were  fishes  that 
had  ascended  the  stream  from  the  Dead  Sea.  It 
was  but  a  simple  April-fool  fish  (poisson  dC Avril)  at 
which  a  respectable  scientist  has  bitten. 

As  for  the  fishes  of  the  Jordan,  though  I  have 
never  cast  a  line  therein,  I  imagine  that  they  are 
not  especially  different  from  those  of  the  Seine  or 
the  Mame. — Emile  Maison  in  Cosmos. 


THE  TIDES  OF  THE  BAT  OF  FUNDY. 


The  phenomena  of  the  tides  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
is  one  of  the  many  attractions  to  that  portion  of 
the  Maritime  Provinces.  The  regular  and  persis- 
tent alternations  and  extreme  range  of  rise  and  fall 
of  sea-level  may  here  be  observed  with  other  fea- 
tures of  tidal  phenomena  that  are  peculiar  to  these 
waters  alone  in  all  the  world.  . 

Many  of  the  rivers  that  empty  into  the  bay  are 
tidal  rivers,  and  at  high  water  are  a  rushing  torrent  ; 
while  at  low  water  the  glistening  red  mud  stares 
naked  against  the  heavens,  while  a  narrow  stream 
trickles  down  their  bed.  On  the  Petitcodiac  there 
is  the  world-famed  "  Bore,"  which  has  a  counter- 
part in  only  one  other  river  on  the  globe — the  Tsien- 
Tang-Kiang. 

The  pecuUar  phenomena  of  the  St.  John  Falls, 
which  is  not  reproduced  elsewhere,  is  due  to  the 
tide,  and  here  is  witnessed  a  fall  with  three  different 
phases,  when  it  runs  down  river,  when  it  runs  up 
river,  and  when  it  rests  from  its  seeming  reversion 
of  Nature's  laws. 

The  reclamation  of  the  broad  Tantramar  and 
Grand  Pre  Marshes  is  another  feature  of  these  tidal 
phenomena. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  rise  of  spring 
tides  at  Yarmouth  is  16ft.  ;  Digby,  27ft.  ;  Anna- 
poHs,  29ft.  ;  Horton  Bluff,  48ft. ;  St.  Andrews,  25ft.  ; 
St.  John,  27ft.  ;  Quaco,  30ft,  while  extreme 
ranges  exceed  these  figures.  The  maximum  range 
near  the  Basin  of  Minas,  at  the  head  of  the  bay, 
is  53ft. — New  York  Fishing  Gazette. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 

and  56,  Chancery- lane,  London,  E.C. 

11,326.  Fishing.  Patentee:  G.  C.  Marks.  18, 
Southampton  Buildings,  W.C.  Reels  and 
winches,  rod.  The  drum  may  be  driven 
by  multiplying  gear  with  a  ratchet  wheel 
upon  the  driving  phaft.  Within  the  crank 
is  mounted  a  sliiling  pawl  adapted  to 
engage  with  the  ratchet  whe'^l.  and  fitted 
with  a  spring  catch  engaging  with  another 
ratchet  wheel  on  the  inner  end  of  the 
handle.  When  the  handle  and  crank  are 
rotated  in  the  opposite  direction  to  wind- 
ing, the  pawl  is  withdrawn  against  a 
spring,  and  the  drunj  thus  left  free  A 
brake  is  applied  by  lateral  pressure  on 
the  crank.  In  a  modification  the  crank 
is  made  to  slide  radially  to  disengage  a 
fixed  pawl. 
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^offings       if)e  iSap. 

"  Like  the  vine,  speech  has  its  special  malady  that 
might  be  called  the  '  prolixera.'  " — F.  Thomas. 


A  GENERAL  meeting  of  the  newly-formed  Lowes- 
toft Sea  Angling  Society  waa  held  on  Sept.  15  at 
the  headquarters,  the  Imperial  Hotel.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Brooks  presided,  supported  by  an  influential  number 
of  gentlemen  interested  in  sea  fishing,  A  further 
report  will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 


It  is  proposed  to  form  a  strong  angling  society  at 
Shrewsbury,  and  a  provisional  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  receive  names  of  bond-fide  anglers 
desirous  to  be  elected  members.  Those  who  wish 
to  join  should  communicate  with  Mr.  J.  O.  Wood, 
St.  Mary's  Court,  Shrewsbury. 


"  CouLEUB  DE  BOSE  ;"  "  A  Tose  by  any  other  name 
would  firnell  as  sweet;"  "If  none  should  lend  an 
ear,  why  is  the  song — or  painted  nymphs  shown  to 
a  blinded  throng  ?"  Just  so  ;  whether  fish  feel  pain, 
or  taste,  or  smell,  or  sleep,  it  certainly  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  all  kinds  of  fish  will  take  all  kinds 
of  Mwnatural  as  well  as  natural  baits.  "  McKenzie  " 
last  week  asked.  "How  to  colour  gentles  yellow  ?" 
J.  W.  Hammond  replies  : — "I  find  the  best  thing 
to  colour  gentles  yellow  is  an  aniline  dye,  named 
chrysoidin.  A  small  quantity  should  be  dissolved 
in  a  little  boiling  water,  and  the  dye  used  to  damp 
the  bran.  In  a  short  time  the  gentles  will  become 
a  beautiful  golden  yellow,  which  will  not  .come  out 
in  the  water.  Chrysoidin  can  be  obtained  at  any 
large  chemist;  Messrs.  Jas.  Wooley,  Sons  and  Co., 
Market  Street,  Manchester,  keep  it  in  stock."  I 
have  tried  it,  and  it  certainly  is  very  effective. 
***** 

Then  Mr.  Archie  Bendall,  of  Suffolk  -  parade, 
Cheltenham,  claims  to  be  the  first  to  introduce  the 
red  maggot,  and  sends  a  sample  to  the  editor, 
together  with  several  newspaper  cuttings,  and 
claims  that  "with  this  bait  gi-eater  success  awaits 
the  angler  than  with  any  other."  Mr.  Bendall 
supplies  the  red  gentles  ready  coloured  in  tins, 
price  6d.  By  the  way,  Mr.  B.  captured  a  21b.  roach 
on  the  Avon  with  seven  red  maggots  and  two  grains 
of  stewed  wheat.  It  is  also  recorded  that  he  caught 
a  snake  3ft.  long,  but  the  "  bait  "  is  not  given. 
•  ♦  ♦  •  • 

Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  Leeds,  also  sends  a  '-lively  " 
sample  of  red  gentles  for  inspection,  remarking  that 
"coloured  gentles"  are  no  novelty  in  Yorkshire. 
Ten  years  ago  they  were  "all  the  rage,"  but  are 
seldom  inquired  for  now.  He  continues:  "During 
the  Coronation  I  met  a  Sheffield  angler  who  had 
his  gentles  coloured  red,  white,  and  blue."  I  sup- 
pose that  was  a  gentle  way  of  showing  his  loyalty. 
Anglers  desirous  of  experimenting  may  procure 
samples  of  red,  black,  and  yellow  dye  from  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.  I  have  tried  permanganate 
of  potash,  and  turned  out  some  beautifully  fat  and 
saucy  iridescent  "  sreen 'uns."  If  coloured  pastes 
are  often  very  "killing,"  why  not  gentles  ? 


The  competition  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
A.B.S.  takes  place  at  Windsor  on  Oct.  18.  Mr. 
Ben  Abrahams,  who  is  organising  the  competition, 
writes:  "  I  would  feel  obliged  if  gentlemen  would 
affiliate  themselves  to  the  committee ;  and  all 
societies  who  have  not  already  received  notice  will 
please  accept  this  invitation.  The  next  meetings 
are  as  follows  :  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street, 
Netting  Hill  Gate,  on  Sept.  24  ;  and  on  Oct.  7  and  14 
at  the  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John  -  street, 
Clerkenwell,  E.C.  Meetings  start  at  8.30  p.m. 
I  wish  to  thank  the  A.B.S.  for  the  offer  of  prizes 
that  were  not  won  in  the  last  competition.  All 
communications  to  be  addressed  to  25,  Silver-street, 
Netting  Hill." 


"The  Mick"  was  fishing.  The  day  was  fine — 
the  scenery  lovely.  Suddenly  a  stranger  approached 
and  inquired  of  our  Hibernian  philosopher  "  if  there 
were  any  blackberries  in  the  neighbourhood."  "  To 
be  sure,  sor,"  replied  Mick,  "I  can  tell  ye  where 
there's  plenty  of  'em  "  ;  and  he  straightway  led  the 
stranger  to  a  perfect  paradise  of  the  humble  fruit. 
"  But  these  are  not  black-herries,"  cried  the  gentle- 
man ;  "  these  are  bed  !  "  "  And,  bedad,  sor,  so 
they  are,  sor ;  but  they're  always  red  when  they're 
green,  sor." 


GuAKD  (to  country-looking  angler  who  has  in- 
quired the  way  out) :  "  Do  you  know  you've  been 
riding  second-class  with  a  third-class  ticket  ?  You'll 
have  to  pay  excess"  Country  L.  A.:  "Oi'U  be 
biled  if  I  dew.  I  paid  two  bob  for  my  ticket,  and 
I  got  in  a  carriage  wi'  a  2  on  it."    He  was  let  off. 


The  Corporation  of  Yarmouth  have  recently 
issued  an  illustrated  guide  to  that  town,  for  the 
purpose  and  object  of,  as  they  say  in  the  preface, 
"  making  known  the  sunniness  and  salubrity  of 
Yarmouth  and  Gorleston,  their  unsurpassed 
attractiveness  and  amusements,  and  their  easy 
accessibility  to  the  Broads."  All  these  things  are 
done,  and  "excellently  well"  done,  in  this  com- 
prehensive little  guide.  Holiday  makers  of  every 
sort  and  kind  are  catered  for,  and  told  where  they 
may  boat,  bathe,  lounge,  stroll,  golf,  tennis,  and 
fish  to  the  greatest  advantage.  There  seems  to  be 
something  for  everyone  in  these  pleasant  towns. 
Yarmouth,  for  instance,  has  two  quite  distinct 
aspects  :  quaintness  and  antiquity  for  one  portion, 
brightness  and  gaiety  for  the  other.  Monastic 
relics,  old  churches,  "The  Rows,"  and  the 
"  Tolhouse "  for  those  quiet  folk  who  love 
the  memories  of  earlier  days;  the  sands,  "the 
Peoples'  Playground,"  the  parade,  the  bandstands, 
the  piers,  the  market  place,  and  the  shops  for 
those  who  choose  a  more  bustling  holiday  amid 
the  evermoving  crowd,  whilst  for  each  and  all  alike 
are  the  health  giving  and  stimulating  breezes  from 
the  sea. 

***** 
Gorleston,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yare, 
has  a  "  picturesqueness  and  charm  peculiarly  its 
own,"  the  sands  are  "  softer  and  more  silken  "  than 
anywhere  else,  and  the  gentle  shelving  nature  of  the 
beach  "renders  it  very  safe  for  timorous  bathers, 
ladies,  and  children,  while  for  paddling  it  is 
paradise  itself."  If  we  stay  at  Gorleston  it  is  a 
delightful  change  to  go  and  spend  a  happy  day 
at  Yarmouth,  and  if  we  stay  at  Yarmouth  it  is 
a  pleasant  thing  to  run  over  to  Gorleston  and 
ramble  on  its  quaint  pier  or  climb  its  poppy-strewn 
cliffs,  and  perchance  do  a  little  shrimping  among 
the  ancient  piles  and  breakwater.  Anglers  will,  of 
course,  be  up  and  off  to  the  Broads,  and  the  guide 
has  much  to  tell  them  of  where  to  go  and  what  to 
fish  for;  whilst  "ordinary  "  visitors — to  differentiate 
them  from  followers  of  Old  Izaak — are  given  a  list 
of  the  pleasure  resorts,  and  of  the  prices  of  yachts 
and  wherries,  and  all  the  et  ceteras  of  a  week's 
sojourn  on  the  Norfolk  Lagoons.  A  most  excellent 
guide  this,  costing  sixpence  only,  and  obtainable, 
together  with  further  information,  from  the  Town 
Clerk,  Town  Hall,  Great  Yarmouth. 


"THE  BIG  ONE  THAT'S  COME  TO  STAY." 
Dedicated — without  pride  or  prejudice — to 
"  Lobworm." 

"That  Big  One,"  you   tell  of,   that's  "broken 
away  " — 

From  you,  and  from  me,  and  from  all — 
Has  been  captured  at  last;  he  has  come  to  stay; 
And  now  hangs  in  a  case  in  my  hall. 

No  more  in  the  river,  the  stream,  or  the  lake. 

The  torrent,  the  pond,  or  the  sea. 
Is  he  merrily  waiting  our  tackle  to  break. 

For  he  has  been  landed  by  me. 

Shall  I  tell  how  I  played  him  from  breaking  of 
day 

Till  the  stars  shone  above  in  the  sky  ? 
Shall  I  say  I  was  towed  from  the  Thames  to  the 
Tay 

Rather  faster  than  swallow  can  fly  ? 

"  What's  his  size  ?  "  you  will  ask,  "  and  his  weight, 
and  his  name  ?  " 

I  will  answer  what  questions  you  like. 
He's  a  very  fine  Jack,  oh  !  but  stay,  I'm  to  blame. 

As  he's  over  five  pounds  he's  a  Pike. 

How  much  over  I  won't  say,  lest  envy  arise. 
Besides  he's  been  hooked  by  you  all. 

So  you  know  he's  enormous,  and  yet  I  surmise 
The  real  figures  would  strike  you  as  tall. 

Now,  "Where  did  I  catch  him  ?"  and  "how  was 
it  done  ?  " 
Well,  I  will  not  descend  to  detail, 
But  I'll  own  that  I  bought  him,  "Lot  321," 
At  a  second-hand  furniture  sale  ! 

Robert  Stanley. 


I  WAS  a  member  of  a  local  fishing  club,  the  prizes 
of  which  were  always  captured  by  the  same 
individual,  so  we  determined  to  watch  him.  The 
result  was  that  we  discovered  our  lucky  member 
was  the  proud  possessor  of  an  artificial  eye  which 
he  attached  to  the  bait,  and  by  that  means  was 
enabled  to  see  the  largest  fish. 


This  incident  happened  when  jack  fi-ihing  on  the 
Great  Ouse.  I  was  live  baiting  with  a  large 
gudgeon  when  suddenly  down  went  the  float  to  a 
big  'un.  After  twenty  minutes'  play  I  got  the  net 
under,  and  you  can  easily  imagine  my  astonish- 
ment when  I  found  that  the  gudgeon  had  swallowed 
the  jack,  a  13-pounder. 


Mb.  R.  W.  Poole,  a  member  of  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society,  has  been  staying  at  Shirley,  near 
Southampton,  and  reports  some  fine  catches  of 
trout  and  dace  from  the  river  Test. 


I  HAVE  received  the  following  note  from  Mr.  F. 
G.  Ball  (son  of  Mr.  Henry  Ball,  late  hon.  sec.  of  the 
B.S.A.S.) : — "Dear  Dragnet, — Last  week  there 
appeared  a  report  in  the  papers  of  a  large  sea 
serpent  over  200ft.  long  having  been  seen  in  the 
North  Sea,  and  which  was  in  a  very  playful  mood, 
and,  like  the  much-abused  feline  animal,  enjoyed 
great  satisfaction  in  rubbing  its  horny  old  back 
against  the  keel  of  a  whaler,  to  the  great  discomfort 
of  the  crew.  No  doubt  a  large  section  of  the  com- 
munity on  this  '  right  little,  tight  little  '  island  home 
of  ours  are  apt  to  think  this  unwelcome  visitor  is 
due  to  the  imagination  of  Jack's  perceptibility. 
This  unfounded  idea  must  be  erased,  as  it  is  appear- 
ing so  often  that  a  reliable,  authenticated  descrip- 
tion of  its  life  and  habits  must  soon  be  in  print. 
It  was  seen  some  little  time  ago  by  the  officer  on 
watch  and  some  of  the  crew  of  a  homeward  bound 
African  ship,  and  last  year,  when  I  was  travelling 
in  Australasia,  I  interviewed  several  of  the  pas- 
sengers of  one  of  the  large  Australian  passenger 
boats  who  had  seen  this  monster,  and  its  description 
tallied  with  that  of  all  the  other  reports.  It 
appeared  on  a  clear,  calm  day,  and  all  the  pas- 
sengers had  a  good  view  of  it,  and  its  photograph 
was  in  one  of  the  Sydney  illustrated  papers  that 
week." 


"Much  interesting  information,"  says  the  Daily 
News,  "  for  anyone  who  cares  to  wade  through 
statistics  and  draw  conclusions  therefrom  is  con- 
tained in  the  Parliamentary  Report  on  our  Sea 
Fisheries.  It  is  somewhat  surprising  to  find  that  the 
tonnage  of  the  ships  has  decidedly  dropped  during 
the  past  few  years.  For  example,  the  total  tonnage 
of  our  fishing  boats  in  1899  is  given  at  163,944  tons, 
with  7,371  vessels  ;  whereas  in  1902  the  vessels  have 
increased  to  8,189  in  numbers,  with  only  a  tonnage 
of  154,367  tons.  This  is  due  to  the  decrease  of 
first-class  and  increase  of  third-class  boats,  which 
have  risen  in  numbers  from  55  to  9 15.  The  tonnage 
of  our  sailing  trawlers  has  dropped  from  116,971 
tons  in  1893  to  32,286  tons  in  1902,  while  in  the 
same  time  the  tonnage  of  the  steam  trawlers  has 
risen  from  19,030  to  61,731  tons,  leaving  a  total  loss 
of  41,984." 


I  must  admit  that  I  have  done  very  little  fishing 
lately,  but  feel  constrained  to  tell  of  a  recent 
attempt.  The  telegram  read  :  "  Come  at  once. 
Water  in  splendid  order.  Don't  bring  tackle.  Plenty 
here.  Baits  of  every  description  in  abundance."  I 
"come  at  once."  My  friend  had  a  large  can  of  live 
bait,  and  considerately  suspended  them  from  the 
side  of  the  boat,  awaiting  my  arrival.  There  was 
also  a  bag  which  held  about  four  quarts  of  gentles, 
besides  ground  bait,  etc.  The  boatman  "  pushed 
off,"  and  because  the  boat  seemed  a  bit  top-heavy 
cut  the  string  of  the  whole  bag  of  tricks,  and,  hey, 
presto  !  the  lot  had  fallen  into  about  12  feet  of 
water.  Anxious  to  recover  it,  the  boatman  seized 
the  ryepeck,  and  in  his  attempt  put  his  dear  little 
foot  on  the  rods  which  were  lying  in  the  boat,  and 
rendered  them  entirely  useless.  I  did  not  catch 
many  fish  that  day.  What  I  said  is  not  worth 
recording.    So  I  "  came  back  !  " 

My  next  "  week-end  "  was  at  Brandon.  Some 
years  ago  there  appeared  in  these  notes  the 
following : — 

"Some  the  Thames  would  ne'er  forsake, 

The  Lea  would  not  abandon ; 
Had  I  my  will,  my  way  I'd  take 

To  dear,  delightful  Brandon." 
On  arriving  at  Liverpool-street  I  saw  "Ben" 
Abrahams,  who  was  bound  for  Brandon.  At  Cam- 
bridge, Mr.  Steam,  and  at  the  Ram  Hotel,  Mr. 
Veales,  of  Newmarket,  Mr.  Potter,  the  artist-angler- 
author  (with  his  wife  and  friends) — in  fact,  a  host 
of  old  acquaintances.  I  fished  near  the  first 
staunch  for  about  three  hours,  but  although  the 
river  was  in  good  condition  (bar  the  weeds,  which 
are  to  be  cut  this  week),  the  wind  was  so  bitterly 
cold  that  we  (my  son  and  I),  after  capturing  a 
few  roach — largest  12oz. — punted  back  to  the 
Ram  Hotel,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Rolph, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  "Fred"  Rolph,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arthur  Rolph  vie  with  each  other  in  making  anglers 
and  visitors  happy  and  comfortable.  "  Ben"  came 
back  before  he  had  completed  his  holiday,  for  he 
writes,  "  Weather  boisterous  enough  to  blow  you 
in  the  water."  Now  I  must  be  careful,  for  I  am 
due  at  Brighton,  Lowestoft,  Hastings,  and  Yar- 
mouth in  connection  with  the  sea  competitions, 
and  of  course  I  shall  want  to  run  down  to  Deal 
as  soon  as  possible ;  so,  possibly,  you  may  hear 
more  of  Dragnet. 


September  19,  1903 


POACHING  CRAYFISH  FROM  THE 
NEW  RIVER. 


At  North  London  Police  Courf^on  Wednesday 
(Sept.  16),  Frederick  Bradley,  thirty-four,  baker, 
■with  no  fixed  abode,  was  charged  on  remand  from 
the  previous  day  for  that  he  did  unlawfully  and 
wilfully  take  a  quantity  of  crayfish  from  the 
enclosed  waters  of  the  New  River  at  Burgoyne-road, 
Hornsey.  Mr.  F  P.  Henning  prosecuted  for  the 
New  River  Company,  The  prisoner  is  well  known 
at  this  court  for  this  class  of  offence,  and  he  makes 
no  secret  of  being  one  of  a  number  of  men  who 
regularly  poach  the  New  River  for  crayfish,  which 
are  supplied  to  leading  West  End  fishmongers. 
The  New  River  is  believed  to  be  the  only  water 
near  London  from  which  crayfish  can  now  be  ob- 
tained. Mr.  Henning  said  that  the  proceedings  were 
taken  under  Section  24  of  the  Larceny  Act  of  1861, 
which  made  it  an  offence  to  take  fish  (and  crayfish 
were  within  the  meaning  of  the  section)  from  any 
private  enclosed  water  in  which  the  right  of  fishery 
existed.  The  penalty  for  taking  fish  by  night  from 
such  water  was  a  fine  of  £5  or  a  month's  imprison- 
ment, and  Section  103  of  the  Act  gave  power  for  the 
case  to  be  summarily  dealt  with.  In  this  case  Jesse 
Green,  one  of  the  "  walksmen  "  of  the  New  River, 
came  upon^the  prisoner  fishing  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  at  Burgoyne-road,  Hornsey,  at  2  a.m.  on  the 
15th  inst.  He  had  a  large  hoop  net  to  which  were 
tied  several  high-smelling  red  herrings.  He  was  in 
the  act  of  drawing  this  up  when  the  watcher  seized 
him,  and  several  crayfish  dropped  back  into  the 
water.  The  prisoner  said  it  was  "  a  fair  cop,"  and 
at  once  surrendered,  adding  that  he  had  a  few  in 
the  sack.  When  this  was  examined  it  was  found  to 
contain  nineteen  crayfish.  In  reply  to  the  charge 
the  prisoner  said  he  did  not  know  what  else  to  do  to 
gfet  a  living.  Constable  422  Y  proved  two  previous 
convictions.  Mr.  Henning :  He  has  been  here  on 
several  other  occasions  and  also  at  Enfield.  There 
is  another  reason  why  we  object  to  this  fishing. 
These  men  use  very  offensive  bait  and  all  manner 
of  offal  is  thrown  into  the  river.  This  is  not  only  a 
nuisance  but  a  menace  to  the  public  health,  the 
water  being  used  for  drinking  purposes.  Mr.  Bros 
said  that  such  illegal  fishing  could  not  be  allowed 
and  he  ordered  the  prisoner  to  pay  the  full  penalty 
of  £5  or  a  month's  imprisonment  in  default.  X. 

[I  fear  that  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries  are  also 
visited  by  crayfish  poachers. — Ed.]. 


ANGLERS  AND  THE  BROADS. 


A  COBEESPONDENT  writes  us  (says  the  Telegraph) 
lamenting  the  foolish  apathy  which  exists  in 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  regarding  the  closing  of  the 
Broads  to  anglers.  There  are,  without  question, 
some  Broads  which  are  private  so  far  as  sporting 
rights  are  concerned,  but  the  large  majority  are, 
undoubtedly,  free  to  the  public  so  far  as  the  fishing 
is  concerned.  In  all  waters  which  are  both  navigable 
and  tidal,  as  are  most  of  those  in  Broadland,  the 
fishing  is  the  property  of  the  Crown,  according  to 
a  long  series  of  legal  decisions.  The  only  exceptions 
are  those  fisheries  which  were  granted  by  the  Crown 
to  private  individuals  prior  to  Magna  Charta,  and 
the  number  of  these  is  very  fev.  When  a  test  case 
was  tried,  Hickling  Broad  was  chosen,  which  was 
most  unfortunate,  as  it  was  somewhat  doubtful 
whether  it  could  be  considered  tidal  or  not.  Mr. 
Justice  Romer,  who  tried  the  case,  decided  that  the 
fishing  in  Hickling  Broad  was  private,  solely  on 
the  grounds  that  the  Broad  was  not  affected  by  the 
tide.  The  success  of  the  claimant  to  the  fishery  in 
this  case  has  led  to  a  large  number  of  persons 
claiming  private  rights  of  fishing  in  the  Broads, 
rights  which  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
could  not  for  a  moment  be  substantiated  in 
a  Court  of  Law.  Our  correspondent  states 
that  so  far  as  he  has  been  able  to  discover 
from  people  well  acquainted  with  the  whole 
Broad  district,  "  there  is  not  now  left  a  single 
Broad  in  Norfolk  where  the  angler  can  fish  without 
permission  from  or  payment  to  some  person  who 
claims  the  water  as  his  private  property,  and  this 
even  applies  to  Wroxham,  which  is  as  much  a  tidal 
water  as  the  Thames  at  Gravesend.  Free  fishing 
is  confined  to  the  tidal  rivers,  and  even  there  the 
landowners  resent  the  appearance  of  anglers  on  the 
river  walls,  which  have  been  built  by  public  money, 
and  can  in  no  sense  be  termed  private  property." 
Wroxham  Broad  is  certainly  tidal,  but  it  is  contended 
that  there  is  no  navigable  channel  through  it.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  there  was  one  some  years  ago  used 
by  wherries,  which  had  difficulty  in  getting  up  the 
river  owing  to  a  head- wind.  Slipping  into  Wroxham 
by  a  side  channel,  a  boat  could  beat  up  the  Broad 
and  get  into  the  river  again  by  an  outlet  which 
some  years  ago  was  illegally  closed.  Unless  the 
good  people  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  awake  to  the 
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loss  they  are  sustaining,  and  are  likely  to  sustain, 
they  will  presently  find  a  serious  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  summer  visitors  to  their  district.  The 
question  is  one  which  should  recommend  itself  to 
the  directorate  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  for 
the  shareholders  must  suffer  by  any  closing  of  the 
popular  East  Coast  holiday  resorts. —  Yarmouth 
Independeni4 


A  BETTER  SEASON  ON  THE  USK. 


At  this  time  last  year,  very  doleful  predictions 
were  common  among  salmon  fishery  experts  about 
the  future  of  that  notable  river  the  Usk.  Some  did 
not  hesitate  to  prophesy  the  early  disappearance  of 
the  fish  from  its  waters,  and  the  increasing  scarcity, 
year  after  year,  of  lordly  Salmo  salar  afforded  much 
warrant  for  that  dismal  prognostication.  Happily, 
local  feeling  rose  to  the  occasion,  and  the  Board  of 
Conservators  has  the  gratification  of  reporting  a 
most  favourable  augmentation  of  the  supply. 
During  the  present  season  the  total  catch  with  rod 
and  line  in  the  Monmouthshire  and  Breconshire 
waters  was  583  fish,  weighing  62981b.,  whereas  last 
year's  aggregate  for  both  districts  was  no  more  than 
122  salmon,  weighing  14141b.  It  now  remains  for 
Mr.  Ffennell  and  other  high  authorities  on  salmon 
cultivation  to  ascertain  and  make  public  the  cause 
of  such  remarkable  improvement  in  twelve  months 
on  the  Usk.  There  are  many  other  British  rivers, 
formerly  of  great  note,  which  have  continuously 
diminished  in  productiveness,  and  there  is  more 
than  likelihood  that  similar  improvement  might 
be  practicable.  The  most  usual  causes  of  decad- 
ence are  obstructions,  inoperative  "passes," 
quarrels  between  upper  and  lower  proprietors 
over  fishing,  especially  with  nets,  and  pollution 
by  the  discharge  of  manufacturing  refuse.  In 
most  instances  these  sources  of  destruction  are 
quite  remediable,  while  efficient  guardianship  by 
trustworthy  keepers  is  only  a  question  of  expense. 
In  some  parts  of  Ireland  the  salmon  poacher  carries 
on  his  dishonest  vocation  almost  without  hindrance. 
—Globe, 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitoc 

[We  do  not  hold  our  selves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


ANSWERS  TO  GORRESPONDENTS^ 
A.  E.  S. — If  your  carp  and  roach  are  in  a  tank, 
you  may  feed  them  sparingly  (otherwise  you  will 
vitiate  the  water)  with  gentles,  small  red  worms, 
small  pieces  of  paste,  and  throw  in  a  few  ants' 
eggs.    Roach  thrive  he^t  in  running  water. 

G.  J. — Yes  ;  trailing  is  prohibited  by  the  Thames 
Conservancy.  Trout  fishing  in  the  Thames  is  now 
over  until  April  1,  1904. 


A  FINE   GILLAROO   ON  THE  FLY. 

Dear  Mb.  Mabstok, — -Thinking  it  may  interest 
you  I  am  sending  you  a  few  lines  respecting  my  first 
experience  in  lough-fishing  in  Ireland.  Ow  destina- 
tion was  Lough  Mask,  which  we  fished  from  the 
Clonbur  end.  We  had  Pat  Summerville  and  his 
father  for  boatmen.  Both  know  and  do  their  work 
well.  The  weather  was  all  against  sport,  so  we  did 
less  than  we  had  hoped  for  ;  still  few,  if  any,  did 
better.  We  got  trout  from  ilb.  to  3|lb.,  mostly  on 
the  "Daddy."  I  was,  however,  much  pleased  to 
get  a  3J-pounder  and  one  smaller  on  my  fly,  the 
Coch-y-Bondhu,  and  I  feel  sure  had  the  weather 
been  anything  like  reasonable  I  should  have  killed 
many  with  it.  We  did  absolutely  nothing  trolling, 
although  we  tried  both  artificial  and  natural  baits. 
This  will  show  you  how  the  fish  were  put  down  and 
kept  down  by  the  threatening  thunder  and  bad 
weather. 

On  Aug.  20  my  perseverance  was  rewarded  by 
rising  and  hooking  the  most  magnificent  trout  it  was 
ever  my  good  fortune  to  even  see.  When  he  made 
his  first  leap  the  shout  of  out  boatmen  gave  me  quite 
a  start,  as  they  pronounced  him  to  be  a  "  gillaroo," 
and  he  certainly  did  look  superb  in  the  sunlight 
which  lit  him  up  like  a  bar  of  gold.  He  made  a 
grand  fight  for  twenty-five  minutes  in  difficult  water 
studded  with  rocks,  and  I  had  but  faint  hope  of 
landing  him.  He  was  at  length  cleverly  netted  by 
Pat,  and  when  he  lay  still  at  the  bottom  of  the  boat 
I  was  deUghted  beyond  measure,  and  sent  my  flask 
round  amid  congratulations.  He  turned  the  scale 
at  7Jlb.,  and  is,  I  am  assured,  by  far  the  largest 
gillaroo  ever  caught  on  Mask  or  any  other  lough  on 
the  fly.  I  despatched  laim  the  same  night  to  Messrs. 
Williams  and  Son,  2,  Dame-street,  Dublin,  to  be 
set  up. 

"Hi  Regan,"  in  his  bookj  says,  speaking  of  this 
handsome  trout  (gillaroo) : — "  They  rim  from  lib. 
to  41b.    I  have  never  seen  one  larger  than  41b.,  and 
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never  less  than  lib.  They  seldom  take  a  fly. 
Trolling  for  them  with  a  large  Devon  is  best.  They 
are  of  a  positive  golden  colour  (never  quite  white). 
Well-conditioned  fish  have  red  spots  above  and 
below  the  median  line  ;  frequently,  too,  on  the 
head."  My  fish  answered  this  description,  and  I 
hope  to  look  at  him  in  a  glass  case  with  pleasant 
recollections  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

After  leaving  Mask  we  fished  Corrib  with  but 
poor  result,  although  we  were  told  we  might  expect 
better  sport  there  than  on  Mask.  On  our  way  home 
we  stayed  for  a  night  at  Valdenburgh's  Hotel,  Ballin- 
robe,  and  were  most  comfortably  put  up  and  catered 
for.  I  shall  certainly  make  this  my  headquarters 
when  I  next  fish  Mask  from  this  end.  We,  however, 
found  the  lough  so  rough  that  no  boat  could  live 
on  it,  and  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  improve- 
ment in  the  weather  we  took  train  and  boat  for 
home. — Yours  truly,  J.  L.  Kennedy. 

Ellershe,  Solihull,  Warwickshire. 


A  27lb.  PIKE  FROM  THE  BLACKWATER. 

Deab  Mb.  Maeston, — It  may  interest  you  to 
know  that  an  indefatigable  angler — one  Phil  Connell 
— a  labourer  employed  by  my  father,  killed  last 
Sunday  a  pike  weighing  271b.  in  our  river  Black 
water  (Ireland)  spinning  with  trout  at  the  deep  tail 
of  a  stream.  Curiously  I  killed  a  jack  there  on 
worm  only  a  few  weeks  ago.  Phil  also  got  one  91b., 
one  61b.,  and  two  jack  the  same  day;  and  a  fort- 
night before  one  14Ib.,  and  four  others.  No  wonder 
Blackwater  trout-fishing  does  not  prosper.  I 
think  the  conservators  should  give  so  much  per 
head  for  pike  and  jack  killed. — Yours  truly, 

Lewis  Longfield. 

[Many  thanks  for  the  photos.— Ed.] 

A  RAINBOW  QUERY. 
Dear  Sib, — I  will  take  it  very  kind  if  you  will 
inform  me  through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  for  a  friend 
in  Burmah,  what  temperature  suits  the  rainbow 
trout.  Would  they  be  likely  to  succeed  put  into  a 
lake  in  Biurmah  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rangoon  V 
The  lake  has  a  muddy  bottom,  and,  except  in  places, 
is  not  more  than  6ft.  or  8ft.  deep. — Yours  truly, 

V.  Knight. 

[I  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  say  what  temperature 
suits  the  rainbow  trout  best ;  it  has  often  been 
claimed  for  it  that  it  will  stand  a  higher  temperature 
than  Salmo  fario,  but  I  know  of  one  or  two  instances 
where  the  rainbows  in  a  pond  with  English  trout 
were  all  killed  by  the  heat  when  the  fario  survived. 
This  was  in  England.  Perhaps  some  pisciculturist 
will  kindly  answer  Mr.  Knight's  query  more  satis . 
factorily. — Ed.]  ^ 

BOOK  ON  ENTOMOLOGY  WANTED. 

Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  recommend 
any  good  and  well  illustrated  work  on  English 
entomology,  say,  within  a  thousand  pages  or  so, 
and  at  a  cost  of  a  sovereign  or  two.  I  want  a  book 
on  insects  generally,  not  on  angling  flies  only, 
several  of  the  books  on  which  (Ronalds,  Francis, 
etc.)  I  know.  One  result  of  taking  to  fly  fishing  is 
in  my  case  that  I  have  come  to  feel  more  interest 
in  files  than  in  fish.  With  thanks  in  anticipation. 
—Yours  truly,  F.  L.  G. 

[I  should  think  that  "  Packard's  Text  Book 
of  Entomology,"  price  18s.,  published  by  Messrs. 
Macmillan  and  Co.,  would  be  just  what  my 
correspondent  requires.  "Kirby's  Elementary 
Entomology,"  published  by  Messrs.  Sonnenschein 
at  lOs.  6d.,  might  also  be  useful. — Ed.] 

THE  SALMON  SEASONT  IN  CANADA  AND 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Sib, — Most  of  the  rivers  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New- 
foundland in  the  eaTlier  part  of  the  season  were 
very  low,  the  result  of  a  prolonged  drought,  conse- 
quently poor  sport  was  had.  Towards  the  end  of 
July  some  rain  fell,  when  matters  improved. 

A  great  many  Americans  visited  Newfoundland, 
with  the  result,  as  always  happens,  that  the  wages 
of  guides  rose  to  a  ridiculous  price. 

The  Reid  Newfoundland  Railway  Company  still 
continue  in  their  yearly  railway  folders  to  make 
the  most  astonishing  statements  re  the  fishing  in 
Newfoundland  so  as  to  attract  people  who  will 
make  use  of  their  line.  Some  of  the  more 
outrageous  statements  made  in  last  year's  folder 
have  disappeared,  consequent  on  their  being 
exposed — to  wit,  that  the  salmon  fishing  in  New- 
foundland was  not  to  be  beat  in  the  whole 
globe,  and  people  were  advised  to  fish  Ln  New- 
foundland and  not  pay  high  rents  for  the 
Restigouch  or  Cascapedia,  where  the  scenery 
was  pretty,  but  the  salmon  fishing  not  even 
second-class.  Ye  gods  !  two  of  the  best  rivers  for 
rods  in  North  America,  with  fish  up  to  401b. 
But  in  the  '93  folder  appears  the  following: — 
Admiral  Sir  C.  F — ,  K.C.B.,  has  writtea  in  glowing 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHIKTO   QUARTERS,   &o.    [See  ako  p.  I. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  tlie  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  loua  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor 


TONQUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MCINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 

ORKNEY. 

Mackay' s  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Masons  Arfus  Hotel, 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  ; 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanupe,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishepy. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Cpolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  ISr  L  O  N^'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  mldat  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STAIJNERS,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clbrk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  : 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


BECOME  A  FREEHOLDER ! 

Land  for  the  million;  the  greatest 
selection  in  England  for  all  purposes. 
Plots  and  acres;  high,  dry,  healthy, 
and  improving  localities.  Enormous 
list  post  free. — The  Land  Company, 
68,  Cheapside,  E.G. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT.&  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION   YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lints  vii  application. 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  JOeit/t  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly. 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OUGMTERJLFMD. 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
stjuare  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  sani- 
tary ari-angements  on  the  most  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL, 

Iprew  House,  Crossmolina,  Ballina. 

Charmingly  situated  on  the  shore  of  this 
famous  Lough.  Best  salmon  trout,  pike  and 
lierch  fishing  free.  Very  superior  catering  and 
accommodation.  Bath  rooms,  hot  and  cold. 
Suites  of  apartments  comprising  private  sitting 
rooms,  large  bed  rooms  and  dressing-  rooms'! 
Special  terms  to  family  parties.  Moderate  tariff. 
Good  duck  shooting.— Apply  PROPPvIETOE. 


Longhs  Mask  and  Corrib,  Clonbur. 

Come  to  the  best  Lake  and'  River  fishing  in 
Ireland.  Rivers  now  full  of  trout, wliicli  ai'e  rising 
freely  to  artificial  fly.  "For  big  trout  and 
monster  pike,"  now  is  the  time  ;  also,  40,000 
acres  excellent  mi.ved  shooting,  with  any  amount 
of  wild-fowl.  All  free  to  visitors  staying  at  Hotel 
Apply-JoHN  A,  .Joyce,  J.P.,  Mount  Gable  Hotel' 
Cloilbur,  Ireland.  ' 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Four  miles  of  RiverCeiriog  preserved  for  Visitors 
Lovely  scenery ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd  '  " 
Terms,  £2  12s.  6d.  per  week.  Station  :  Glyncei- 
riog  vM  Chirk.   Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Kuabon 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TTCEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.W.W,,  Mainline). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


SECOND-HAND 
18  ft,  CANE  BUILT  STEEL  CENTRE  ROD, 

One  top,  cork  handle,  lock-fast  joints, 
etc.,  in  solid  leather  tin-lined  case ;  also, 
■eel  and  line  complete  in  good  order. 
Apply  to   HARDY    BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Luxurious  and  Inexpen.sive  Travel. 
Sailings  Weekly. 
TRO0T  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana, 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.   For  full  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO. .Helsingf org, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Pishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £i  gj.  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEB,  Proprietor. 


TO  BE  SOLD. 

SEA  BEACH  COTTAGE, 

DEAL— NORTH  END. 

Close  to  Life-boat  Station.  Freehold, 
detached,  six  rooms;  new  drainage  and 
good  water  supply. 
Address— "B.,"  66,  Haymarket,  S.W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetinqs  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  OlBces  at  the  same  address. 
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Frontispiece 

"  Sanctuary." 


-  Drawing  to  accompany 
Walter  Appleton  Clark. 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING 

AND  A  LITTLE 

RABBIT  SHOOTING 

offered  to  Paying  Guests.  Delightfully 
sheltered  situation;  boat  and  punt.  Home 
comforts  and  liberal  table.  Ten  minutes 
from  station— eight  miles  from  Oxford. 
Very  healthy  and  bracing. 
"  HoEwooD,"  QuAEEY  Bank,  Oxon. 


CLOTH  BINDING  OASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THB 

Publishing  Office,  St.  Dunstan's  ffozise,  E.  C. 


Anglers  wlahing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Flahlngr  In  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

8HO0LB  ADTKRTISB  IN 

The  ObserYer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  ft  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  advts.,  26  words  for  l«.,  prepaid. 
Address :  "Obsepver"  OfBeo.  Bourneraoutb. 


The    Wyoming:    Game  Stronghold. 

Frederic  Irj.and.  Illustrations  from 
Photographs  by  STEPHEN  N.  LEEK  and  the 
Aiitlior. 

Tom  Folio.  Thomas  Bailey  Aldrich. 

To  Helen  Keller.  Poem.  Florence  Earle 

COATES. 

Sanctuary.  Edith  Wharton.  Part  It.  (To 
he  continued.)  Illustrations  by  WALTER 
Ai'PLETON  Clark. 

Lyrics  from  Sappho.  Bliss  Carman. 

"""."i^  ^"^  Military 
Attaches.  Capt.  T.  Bentlev  Mott 
Military  Attache  to  the  American  Embassy 
Pans.  Illustrations  from  Photographs. 
A  Nigrht  Out.  F.  HOPKINSON  SMITH.  Illus- 
trations by  George  Wright. 

The  Flowering:  of  the  Elysian  Fields. 

Beatrice  Hanscom.  Illustrations  by 
W.  Sherman  Potts. 

Unknown  City.  Poem.  By  Charles 
G.  D.  Roberts.  Illustration  and  decoration 
by  Henry  McCarter. 

At  the  High  Water.  Lucia  Chamberlain. 
Illustrations  by  Frank  E.  Schoonover. 

The  Washington  Monument.  Poem. 
John  Finley. 

Toddykins.       Marqderite  Merinoton 

Illustrations  by  George  Wright. 
Some   Famous   Judges.    George  F. 

Hoar,  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
Three  Songs.  Josephine  Daskam. 

''"^'llOTIVE*  ~  ™^  LOWER 

The  Field  of  Art.  — A  POSSIBLE  ART- 
LIBRARY  (Kussell  Sturgis). 
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I.  The  Gpeat  Fiscal  Problem : 

(1)  By  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  AVEBURY. 

(2)  By  Lionel  Phillips. 

(3)  By  W.  H.  Mallock. 

II.  The    Resources    of  South 

Africa,  By  General  Sir  Edward 
Brabant,  K.C.B.  (Commandant-General 
of  Cape  Colonial  Forces). 

III.  The  Native  Labour  Question. 

By  Edgar  P.  Ratubonb  (late  Inspector 
of  Mines  to  President  Kruger's  Oooern- 
inent). 

IV.  The  Alien  and  the  Empire. 

By  H.  Hamilton  Fyfe. 

V.  The  Small  Family  and 

American  Society,  By  Miss  Frances 
Albert  Doughty. 

VI.  Joan  of  Are.    By  the  Hon.  Mrs. 

Maxwell-Scott  (of  Abbotsford). 

VII.  The  Story  of  Gray's  Inn. 

By  Edward  Dicey,  C.B. 

VIII.  The  Ballads  of  the  People. 

By  Michael  MacDonagh. 

IX.  The  Growth  of  the  Japanese 

Navy.  By  Joseph  H.  Longford  (late 
U.M.  Consul  at  Nagasaki). 

X.  Lion-hunters  and  Lady  Car- 
lisle. By  Miss  Ida  Taylor. 

XI.  The  Canadian  lee  Carnival. 

By  Bradley  Martin,  jun. 

XII.  Beast  Imagery  and  the 

Bestiary.  By  Mrs.  W.  Kemp- Welch. 
XIII.  Last  Month.   By  sir  Wemyss 

Keid. 


LONDON : 

SAilPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY  Ltd. 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  '  ' 

Fetter  Lake,  Fuust  Street,  E.C. 


September  19,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


187 


terms  of  the  salmon  fishing  ia  Newfoiindland.  This 
officer  was  for  three  years  senior  naval  officer  on  the 
coast.  As  a  salmon  fisher  he  made  a  record  catch,  only 
once  exceeded  ;  he  killed  a  number  of  salmon  which 
weighed  altogether  10121b.,  averaging  251b.  each.  Of 
course,  anyone  reading  this  paragraph  would  suppose 
that  this  catch  was  made  in  Newfoundland  waters, 
where  the  majority  of  salmon  caught  with  rod  are 
not  over  41b.  1  wrote  to  Admiral  F — ,  who  I  happen 
to  know  well,  and  he  replied  that  he  had  never 
written  a  word  for  publication  about  the  salmon 
fishing  in  Newfoundland ;  the  catch  alluded  to 
referred  to  what  he  did  some  years  ago  in  the 
Cascapedia  (a  river,  according  to  D.  W.  Reid  &  Co., 
not  even  "second-class"),  when  he  killed  thirty- 
nine  salmon,  of  an  average  of  271b. 

It  is  also  stated  in  the  Reid  railway  folders  that 
a  ilr.  Brown  killed,  without  a  guide  (gaffer),  eight 
salmon  in  Harry's  Brook,  St.  George's  Bay,  averag- 
ing 151b. — no  such  thing  was  ever  done  in  any 
river  in  Newfoundland. 

I  was  informed  on  the  best  authority  that  this 
Mr.  Brown  never  killed  a  single  salmon  in  Harry's 
brook,  as  he  was  no  fisherman,  but  after  leaving 
the  island  wrote  an  account  of  his  trip  in  some 
American  magazine,  in  which  this  story  is  told,  for 
which  likely  enough  he  got  a  free  pass  on  the 
railway.  The  railway  guide-book  also  purports  to 
give  the  weights  of  salmon  killed  in  Cod  Roy  and 
other  streams,  but  of  course  such  list  can  in  no  wise 
be  depended  on. 

The  cod  traps  are  still  continuing  to  ruin  both 
the  salmon  and  cod  fishery,  therefore  it  is  no  sur- 
prise to  me  that  the  present  year  is  bad  for  both. 
The  colony  is,  in  fact,  drifting  to  ruin  with  their 
eyes  open.  "  Oh,  it  will  last  my  time." — Yours 
truly,  RiCHAED  Dashwood. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Major-General  Dashwood 
for  giving  us  this  useful  information.  It  is  a  pity 
that  it  should  be  necessary  so  oft  to  correct  the 
misleading  statements  about  sport  sent  out  from 
Nova  Scotia,  etc. — Ed.] 


QUEER  CAPTURE  OF  A  PIKE. 

My  deae  JIb.  Maeston, — WTien  fishing  at  Ham- 
bleden  on  Sept.  5,  with  Sargent,  of  Henley, 
Mrs.  Cotes  made  a  most  peculiar  capture  of  a  jack 
between  41b.  and  51b.  The  fish  missed  the  Hve  bait 
and  got  his  teeth  caught  in  the  line  between  the 
large  float  and  the  pilot  float,  and  thus  was  reeled 
into  the  landing-net.  I  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  this  method  of  capture  is  a  little  excep- 
tional.— Yours  truly,  W.  E.  Cotes. 

Hj'de  Park  Square. 

[I  do  not  remember  recording  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  quite  similar  fishing  incident.  I  tliink  last 
year  an  angler  killed  a  jack  which  had  taken  the  big 
float,  and  its  teeth  going  into  the  cork  it  was  imable 
to  get  rid  of  it. — Ed.] 

SPORT  ON  LOUGH  MASK. 
Deae  Sib, — It  might  interest  you  and  your  many 
readers  to  know  that  what  is  considered  the  record 
trout  for  Lough  Mask,  taken  on  the  fly,  was  caught 
on  Sept.  7  by  Patrick  Somerville,  jim.',  of  the  Ferry 
Bridge,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway.  The  fish,  an  ordinary 
brown  trout,  weighed  111b.,  and  was  taken  on  a 
light  trout  rod  with  a  large  Green  Olive,  the  time 
from  striking  to  netting  being  two  and  a-half  hours. 
This,  with  the  171b.  trout  taken  trolling  in  July, 
together  with  the  numerous  baskets  of  fine  fish  up 
to  51b.  and  71b.  on  the  fly,  with  pike  up  to  301b., 
makes  one  wonder  why  this  lovely  spot,  which  is, 
truly  speaking,  an  angler's  paradise,  is  not  more 
patronised. 

I  have  spent  many  happy  weeks  with  Pat  Somer- 
ville and  his  son,  young  Pat,  who  are  both  magni- 
ficent boatmen  and  fishermen  with  no  day  too  Ions 
for  them,  invariably  enjojdng  good  sport,  with  many 
baskets  of  from  ten  to  twenty  trout  up  to  5^1b.  each. 
Beyond  this  I  earmot  speak  too  highly  of  the  way  in 
which  Mrs.  Somer\-ille  caters  for  her  guests,  and  "the 
attention  which  is  paid  to  them  by  her  daughter 
Bridget.  The  charges  are  moderation  itself — ten 
shillings  per  day  covering  everything,  including  a 
boat  and  two  men.  If  two  anglers  fish  together  the 
cost  is  even  less. — Yours  truly. 

Heney  J.  Beowne. 


FISHING  IN  INDIA. 

Deae  SrE,— In  reply  to. Mr.  W.  H.  Clark's 
inquiry  under  this  heading,  I  would  advise  him  to 
obtain  a  copy  of  the  North  Punjab  Club's  "Angler's 
Handbook,"  by  Lacy  and  Cretin,  published  by 
Newman  &  Co.,  Calcutta,  and  also  to  be  had  from 
dealers  in  angling  books  in  this  country.  H.  S. 
Thomas'  "  Rod  in  India "  is  earlier,  and  though 
most  valuable  in  some  ways  is  hardly  so  close  to 
late  developments  as  is  Dr.  Cretin's  book.  The 

mahseer  rods  "  and  tackle  usually  sold  I  would 
advise  Mr.  Clark  to  steer  clear  bf ;   let  him  not  I 


mention  the  word  "  mahseer  "  or  he  will  bo  given 
a  rod  like  "  the  mast  of  some  great  ammirni,"  and  a 
trace  and  lijie  that  would  hold  "  that  sea  beast. 
Leviathan." 

Let  Mr.  Clark  equip  himself  much  as  he  would 
do  if  his  aim  were  salmon  and  sea-trout  spinning, 
and  he  will  not  find  himself  gteatly  astray.  It  is 
more  joyous  to  be  broken  from  fishing  too  fine  than 
to  catch  no  fish  from  fishing  too  coarse.  A  good 
light  salmon  rod.  say,  15ft.  or  Kift.  split  cane  or 
greenheart,  with  lock  joints  and  rubber  button,  and 
either  snake-i-ings  or,  preferably,  Hardy's  bridge 
rings  ;  with,  as  second  rod,  in  case  No.  1  comes  to 
grief,  a  12ft.  greenheart  "  genera)  "  rod  ;  and  a 
trout-rod  for  light  fishing.  This  would  be  a  good 
outfit  of  I'ods. 

I  found  that  undres5ed  silk  lines — fine  to  medium 
pike  line  for  Nottingham  spinning,  150  yards  on  the 
reel — did  very  well.  They  dry  easily  and  last  for 
years  with  fair  luck  and  care,  and  they  cost  a  third 
or  less  of  what  dressed  lines  cost.  "l  found  that 
either  the  hog-backed  spoon  fKiih  flying  mount,  or 
the  silver  Pennell  minnow,  large  trout  and  salmon 
sizes,  were  the  best  artificial  baits,  and  that  the 
most  kilhng  live-bait  was  a  small  fish  hooked  through 
the  lips  by  a  single  large  hook  and  fished  near  the 
bottom,  leJger  fashion.  Spinners  of  the  Chapman 
type — either  Bedford  or  Crocodile — should  be  taken 
of  various  sizes,  and  some  Halcyons  (Hardy's), 
with  a  liberal  and  varied  stock  of  hooks  (eyed 
singles,  doubles,  and  trebles),  swivels  with  and 
without  loop  attachments,  best  nickelled  steel 
s^yivels  for  choice,  split  rings,  soft  brass  and  copper 
wire  of  sizes,  tying  silks  and  wax  (keep  this  in  wide- 
mouthed  bottle  in  water),  spare  reels,  lines,  top 
rings,  and  other  assorted  rings  for  rods,  fine  file, 
pliers,  and  other  tools,  and  three  or  four  hanks  of 
gut — refina  to  marana  sizes. 

Probably  Mr.  Clark  will  take  to  steel  wire  traces 
for  mahseer  after  "■  the  big  one  that  broke  away  " 
has  shaken  his  faith  in  gut  links.  In  the  Punjab 
"  Angler's  Handbook  "  he  will  find  full  instriictions 
for  making  such  wire  traces,  and  in  the  bazaar  he 
will  be  able  to  buy  the  finest  steel  wire  as  used  for 
the  "  satar  "  or  vina  "  or  other  stringed  instru- 
ment, and  make  his  own  spinning  traces.  In  Central 
India  atta  "  (Anglicc  paste)  and  '"  gram  "  (a  large 
grain  like  Indian  com)  will  be  useful,  and  in  India 
as  elsewhere  ""  fine  and  far  of?  "  will  give  the  most 
sport  in  the  long  run.  A  salmon-sized  landing-net, 
fine  mesh,  should  be  taken  ;  a  gafi  is  useless.  A 
disgorger  is  often  needed,  and  a  pike-gag  too. 

Mr.  Clark  will  be  able  to  procure  excellent  tackle 
in  India  ;  I  have  spent  many  a  rupee  on  Mr.  Lus- 
combe's  kit,  as  well  as  on  Locke's,  Rodda's,  Oakes's, 
and  HolHs's,  just  as  I  continue  to  extravagate  with 
sundry  deservedly  well-known  English  makers  of 
angling  appliances.  If  Mr.  Clark  can  use  a  Notting- 
ham reel  (or  Knotting  'em  reel — the  Complete 
Tangier,  as  I  have  so  often  found  it)  he  should  take 
a  couple  of  Slater's  Combination  reels.  There  are 
no  simpler  or  stronger  all-roimd  reels  ;  but  Hardy's 
Silex  reel  certainly  makes  casting  less  difficult,  and  is 
a  beautiful  instrument  of  the  kind.  An  iron- 
banded  rod-box  is  a  good  investment,  so  is  a  tin 
tackle-box  with  good  lock. 

Finally,  if  Mr.  Clark  has  a  stock  of  fishing-tackle 
in  hand,  let  him  take  it  with  him.  Salmon-flies  are 
only  occasionally  useful,  and  a  few  will  suffice.  I 
have  killed  various  fish  with  chub  flies  and  Halcyon 
spinners,  as  well  as  with  ordinary  trout-flies  ;  but 
for  mahseer,  where  a  fly  can  be  cast,  a  small  spoon 
fished  deep  will  certainly  prove  more  deadly.  With 
a  trout  rod  and  fine  tackle  and  flies  one  can  have 
good  sport  -with  small  fly-taking  fish  "  of  sorts." 
The  Nottingham  style  of  float-fisliing  with  paste  is 
often  very  successful,  but  of  all  the  methods  I  look 
back  with  most  pleasure  to  the  sport  I  had  with  the 
silver  spoon  and  the  Pennell  Devon. — Yours  truly, 

A  Gentle  Artist. 

Deab  Sn?, — Your  correspondent,  W.  H.  Clark, 
will  find  all  he  wants  to  know  about  mahseer  in 
"  The  Rod  in  India,"  by  H.  S.  Thomas  (late  I  C.S.), 
published  by  Thacker.  There  is  a  paper  on  mahseer 
fishing  in  Central  India,  which  will  make  Clark's 
mouth  water,  in  Andrew  Haggard's  "  Sporting 
Sketches." — Yours  truly.  Old  Indian. 

"DRY-FLY   FISHING   IN  BRIEF." 

Dear  Mr.  Mabston, — On  looking  at  a  copy  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  12,  I  regret  to  find  that 
I  have  made  an  error  in  Chapter  XL  of  "  Dzy-Fly 
Fishing  in  Brief,"  in  the  description  of  the  wing  for 
Blue  Bottle,  having  used  the  word  ""  talc  "  when  I 
ought  to  have  said  "  pike  scale."  Jlay  I  ask  you 
to  kindly  coiTect  this  in  youi"  next  issue. — Yours 
truly,  P.  Wit. 

FISHING  IN   LLANGORSE.  * 

Dear  Sie, — I  was  there  recently,  and  would 
advise  pike-fi§hers,  at  any  rate,  to  wait  for  quite  a 


month  yet  before  trying.  The  lake  is  now  chock- 
full  of  weed,  and  the  pike  are  not  "  running." 
Pos.sibly  by  first  catching  a  dozen  small  perch,  and 
then  by  either  working  the  gorge-bait  or  a  live-bait 
fished  shallow  with  a  large  float,  some  few  jack  might 
bo  taken  even  now,  but  I  doubt  it.  The  setting  of 
trimmers  in  this  lake  is  ruining  the  pike-fishing, 
and  anglers  should  unite  to  have  a  stop  put  to  the 
practice. — Yours  truly,  A.  G.  A. 

BAITS  AND  BAITING  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sie, — Could  you  kindly  inform  me  through 
your  paper  whether  small  roach,  minnows,  gudgeon, 
etc.,  such  as  are  suitable  for  baits  can  be  preserved 
for  future  use  in  alcohol  or  some  kind  of  spirit,  and, 
if  so,  how,  and  what  the  recipe  is  ? 

One  often  takes  such  small  fish,  but  is  not  able  to 
use  same  at  the  time,  and  very  often  when  wanted  it 
is  a  difficult  matter  to  obtain  such.  If  they  could  be 
preserved  in  some  such  manner  for  future  u.se  it 
would  be  a  great  convenience. 

Could  you  also  instruct  me  in  the  way  of  properly 
baiting  dead  fines  for  eels  with  small  roach  ?  I 
usually  thread  a  small  roach  on  a  double  hook  on 
gimp  or  wire  so  that  the  hooks  come  out  at  the 
mouth  and  lay  back  by  the  gills,  but  more  often  than 
not  the  eels  will  bite  the  whole  of  the  bait  off,  leaving 
only  a  very  small  portion  of  the  head  or  gills,  and  so 
get  off  without  being  caught.  If  you  can  suggest  a 
better  method  I  should  be  glad. — Yours  truly, 

Rugby.  John  Halford. 

[Baits  for  spinning  can  be  preserved  in  formalin 
as  often  described  in  our  columns  ;  spirits  can  also 
be  used,  but  make  the  baits  rather  white,  perhaps 
by  coagulation  of  the  albumen.  But  baits  so  pre- 
served are  of  no  use  for  use  on  night-lines.  Common 
salt  would  be  the  best  presen,ative  for  baits  for 
night-lines  probably.  It  looks  as  if  the  hooks  used 
for  the  eels  were  too  large.  Craj-fish  will  destrov 
the  baits,  and  small  eels  also.  A  minnow,  loach, 
or  bullhead  are  all  good  baits,  and  can  be  baited  on 
a  single  hook  simply  by  pulling  the  hook  in  at  the 
mouth  and  out  near  the  tail ;  unless  very  small  the 
roach  should  be  cut  into  two  or  three  pieces — the 
eel  has  not  a  very  large  mouth.  I  do  not  know  if 
Mr.  Gosden  (who  sells  capital  preserved  mussels,  etc., 
for  sea-fishing)  has  tried  any  baits  for  fresh  water. 
Formalin  certainly  does  not  attract  fish,  but  salted 
baits  do  in  some  cases.— Ed.] 


TAYNX'ILT  HOTEL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  see  there  is  another  letter  from  the 
landlord  of  the  above  hotel  that  requires  an  answer. 
First,  he  keeps  harping  on  my  not  signing  my 
name  ;  I  asked  you,  sir,  to  let  him  know  it  if  he 
asked,  which  was,  I  consider,  all  that  was  necessary 
— whether  I  do  not  wish  it  printed  is  my  own  affair 
entirely.  Next,  as  to  his  version  of  our  conver- 
sation on  the  morning  of  my  arrival.  I  say  dis- 
tinctly that  what  he  gives  as  his  replj-  to  me  is  incor- 
rect, and  that  he  began  by  being  rude  at  once  when 
I  suggested  his  sending  me  a  telegram  ;  whether  I 
said  ■"  next  day  "  or  next  night  "  is  simply  bandy- 
ing words.  Mr.  MacDonald  knows  perfectly  well 
that  I  meant  that  instead  of  starting  by  the  night 
mail  on  the  evening  I  did,  I  would  have  come  by 
the  mail  the  nest  night  instead,  and  he  also  knows  as 
well  as  I  do  that  it  is  the  only  feasible  waj'  of  getting 
to  TajTiuilt  from  London.  What  he  says  about 
'■  selfish  arguments "  is  absolutely  without  any 
point  whatever.  He  advertises  salmon-fishing  in 
the  paper,  one  makes  arrangements  with  him  to 
come  on  a  certain  day,  and  one  naturally  expects, 
unless  told  to  the  contrary  beforehand,  to  be  able  to 
fish  on  one's  arrival. 

He  next  tries  to  make  some  capital  out  of  my 
stajing  on  after  the  objectionable  way  he  spoke. 
Was  anyone  likelj-,  after  having  made  arrangements 
to  go  to  a  particular  place  for  salmon-fisbing  for  a 
certain  time,  and  knowing  nowhere  else  to  go  to  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  having  also  spent  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  time  and  monej-  in  travelling, 
to  upset  all  his  plans  and  waste  his  money  because  of 
the  behaviour  ot  the  landlord  "?  The  only  thing  to  do 
was  to  keep  to  one's  arrangements  and  to  hide  one"s 
temper  by  avoiding  the  said  landlord  as  much  as 
possible  whilst  there,  and,  when  one  left,  to  leave 
for  good.  Now  as  to  my  disagreement  on  the  river 
in  1902  that  he  mentions  ;  it  was  as  follows  : — I  w  as 
on  a  beat  with  another  angler,  and  we  tossed  for 
choice  of  pools  ;  it  so  happened  that  I  hooked  a 
small  grilse  as  soon  as  I  began  to  fish  one  pool  that 
fell  to  my  share.  Whilst  I  was  plajing  it  the  other 
angler  and  the  gillie  came  up  ;  the  gillie  gaffed  it 
for  me,  and  I  started  again  to  finish  the  pool,  on 
which  he  said,  "  You  must  not  do  that  ;  one  fish  and. 
then  you  give  up  the  pool  to  the  other  rod."  I  said. 
■■  Certainly,  with  pleasure  !  "  and  reeled  up  and 
went  on  to  the  next  pool.  When  I  got  there  I 
turned  round  and  saw  the  gillie  fishing  the  pool  I 
had  just  left.  On  getting  back  to  the  hotel  I  com- 
plained to  the  landlord,  and  told  him  that  I  bad  not 
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the  slightest  objection  to  giving  up  the  pool  to  the 
other  angler,  but  I  did  strongly  object  to  be  turned 
out  by  the  gillie  for  him  to  fish  himself,  and  I 
think  most  people  will  agree  with  me.  I  notice 
Mr.  MflcDonald  says  he  does  not  allow  bait  to  be 
wsed  except  when  the  water  is  too  high  for  fly,  and  I 
must  say  I  heard  him  telling  one  of  the  other  anglers 
that  it  was  against  the  rules,  but  I  can  also  tell  him 
that,  though  the  water  was  in  beautiful  order  the 
whole  time  I  was  there,  I  saw  the  worm  used  on 
several  occasions  by  some  of  the  other  rods,  and  also 
by  the  same  gillie  I  have  previously  mentioned. — 
Yours  truly,  One  Who  has  been  There. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

Dear  Sib, — Pace  Mr.  MacDonald  and  his  objection 
to  outsiders  alluding  to  fishing  incidents  at  Taynuilt, 
the  matter  has  a  general  interest  for  anglers  which 
is  inseparable  from  their  pursuit.  The  hotel  may  or 
may  not  be  under  the  same  management  now,  but 
I  have  a  delightful  memory  of  visiting  it  some  years 
ago  to  enjoy  and  sketch  the  splendid  scenery 
adjacent.  I  did  not  fish  and  I  met  with  no  sort  of 
incivility,  but  passed  pleasant  days  out  of  doors  and 
pleasant  evenings  also  in  the  smoke -room,  amongst 
others,  in  company  of  the  late  eminent  novelist 
William  Black,  and  a  prominent  animal  painter, 
Mr.  D —  A — ,  who  was  with  him.  It  was  a  treat  to 
hear  the  former  vividly  recount  some  of  his  experi- 
ences in  the  Lewis  and  elsewhere. 

At  that  time  the  hotel  and  its  fishing  ground 
was  so  crowded  that  each  angler's  chance  was 
limited  to  about  an  hour  or  so.  and  a  trap  was  kept 
going  between  the  "stands" — trestle  planks  run 
out  into  the  river  Awe — and  the  hotel,  bringing 
relays  of  piscators  to  take  their  turns ;  yet  the  only 
salmon  I  heard  of  being  taken  there  fell  victim  to  a 
neighbour  of  the  room  opposite  mine,  who  started 
out  at  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
returned  successful  long  before  breakfast  time. 
Some  people  might  be  pardoned  for  thinking  under 
such  conditions  the  water  was  over  fished. 

On  Saturday  evening  and  far  into  the  night  that 
end  of  the  hotel  where  the  drinking  bar  was  situated 
became  exceedingly  noisy  owing  to  the  gathering 
of  workmen  from  a  large  quarry  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Loch  Etive,  who  came,  I  was  told,  to  be 
paid  for  their  week's  work.  Notwithstanding  this 
the  place  was  well  worth  visiting,  if  only  to  see  the 
inky  torrent  of  the  Awe  racing  through  the  grand 
and  gloomy  Pass  of  Brander. — Yours  truly. 

One  Who  Would  Go  There  Again. 


Deab.  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
MacDonald,  the  lessee  of  the  Taynuilt  Hotel,  he  is 
quite  correct  in  saying  that  I  have  only  stayed  in  it 
on  one  occaiion  since  it  has  been  in  his  hands,  which 
was  in  May,  1898,  when  I  only  used  the  hotel  for 
the  purpose  of  fishing  some  private  water.  Mr. 
MacDonald' s  letter  would  make  it  appear  as  if  this 
visit  had  been  my  only  one,  and  as  in  my  books  I 
have  written  much  about  the  Awe,  I  crave  your  per- 
mission to  dispel  the  idea  that  I  have  been  rash 
enough  to  write  about  a  river  with  an  experience  of 
it  of  but  a  few  days.  It  was  in  1866  that  I  took  my 
first  cast  on  the  Awe,  and  since  then  I  have  often 
fished  all  parts  of  it,  either  from  shooting  lodges 
near  by  or  from  Oban,  though  in  the  days  when  the 
hotel  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Murrays  I  had  some 
capital  sport  from  it.  In  May,  1898,  the  hotel 
water  was  divided  into  six  "  beats,"  for  which  lots 
were  drawn  each  evening  ;  now  there  are  twelve 
pools  in  the  hotel  water  (two  of  them  not  of  much 
account),  and  it  is  seldom  they  are  all  in  order  on 
the  same  day  ;  some  of  the  "  beats  "  consisted  of 
one  pool  only,  while  others  extended  to  a  pool  and 
a-half.  It  was  obligatory  for  each  rod  to  employ  a 
gilUe  at  5s.  a  day,  but  whether  that  sum  included 
his  lunch  and  whiskey  I  did  not  inquire.  Each 
gillie  used  his  master's  rod  so  soon  as  the  master 
was  tired  ;  thus  the  ten  pools  of  the  hotel  water  were 
daily  fished  by  twelve  fishers,  though  only  six  of 
them  were  working  simultaneously.  On  an 
average  each  "  beat "  contains  from  30  to  40  minutes' 
serious  casting,  and  thus  each  is  fished  (perhaps 
splashed)  some  sixteen  times  each  day,  and 
surely  Mr.  Harvie-Brown's  "  harrying  "  is  not  an 
inappropriate  description  of  such  a  method  of 
fishing  !  Personally,  I  saw  no  worm  used.  Mr. 
MacDonald  states  that  this  method  of  angling 
meets  the  "  requirements  of  the  times  and  main- 
tains the  reputation  of  the  Awe." 

With  regard  to  the  first  statement,  if  Mr. 
MacDonald  is  such  a  philanthropist  could  he  not  go 
one  better  and  put  his  guests  up  free,  and  pay  them 
for  every  salmon  they  caught  ?  With  regard  to  the 
"  reputation  "  of  the  river  if  Mr.  MacDonald  could 
hear  the  views  of  his  neighbours  who  have  the 
fishing  of  the  bank  opposite  to  his  hotel  water,  he 
might  perhaps  modify  his  opinion  as  to  his  method 
of  keeping  up  the  "  reputation  "  of  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  sporting  rivers  in  Scotland.  With  regard 
to  the  "  high  figure  "  that  Mr.  MacDonald  says  he 


pays  for  the  fishing,  I  know  exactly  what  the  rent 
is,  and  can  safely  say  that  it  is  a  very  moderate  one, 
so  far  as  salmon-fishing  rents  go  nowadays.  Anyway, 
I  am  nearly  sure  1  can  find  him  a  customer  to  take 
his  lease  off  his  hands  at  just  double  what  he  pays, 
provided  the  lessee  is  not  bound  to  stay  at  the 
hotel. — Yours  truly,  Augustus  Grimble. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  current  corre- 
spondence re  Taynuilt  Hotel,  my  experiences  may 
perhaps  give  some  "  pointers."  Intending  a  visit 
on  one  occasion  I  wired  the  categorical  inquiry, 
"  How  many  rods  are  fishing  hotel  water  "  to  pro- 
prietor, and  received  the  somewhat  evasive  reply, 
"  Room  for  more  rods."  Taking  this  in  good  faith 
I  went  down,  only  to  find  that  I  made  one  of  a  body 
of  two  and  even  three  anglers  per  "  section,"  which 
consists  of  about  three  pools,  one  bank.  Another 
time  I  wired  for  two  rooms,  and  received  a  reply 
that  rooms  were  available.  I  arrived  on  the 
appointed  day,  and  found  only  one  small  room 
available.  But  this  I  did  not  mind  half  so  much  as 
the  "  take  it  or  leave  it  "  tone  of  the  hotel  manage- 
ment. Of  course,  I  left  as  soon  as  I  could  make 
other  arrangements.  I  have  not  revisited  the  place 
since,  and  shall  not  do  so  under  the  present  admini- 
stration. 

Mr.  D.  MacDonald's  anxiety  for  the  reputation  of 
the  Awe  is  pathetic,  but  vmless  things  have  changed 
very  much  in  the  last  year  or  two  I  cannot  bear  out 
his  statement  that  fly  only  is  allowed,  except  in  a 
big  water.  My  experience  is  that  the  use  of  bait  is 
practically  unrestricted,  although  a  notice,  "  Fly 
only  "  is  (or  was)  stuck  up  in  the  hotel. 

Mr.  MacDonald  is  also  at  a  loss  to  imderstand 
how  people  can  imagine  that  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
number  of  rods  on  the  hotel  water.  But  he  omits 
to  state  what  the  limit  is.  As  I  have  heard  him 
say,  in  reply  to  mild  representations  on  the  part  of 
anglers,  that  he  would  put  four  on  a  section  if 
occasion  demanded  the  limit  must  be  a  fairly  high 
one. — Yours  truly.  Boxwood. 

Dear  Sib, — Before  you  close  your  columns  to 
the  fury  of  this  teapot  storm  may  I  be  allowed  to 
say  a  few  words  in  favour  of  Mr.  MacDonald,  and 
in  support  of  his  contention.  I  spent  my  holidays 
at  Taynuilt  in  June  last  year,  needless  to  add  for 
the  purpose  of  fishing.  I  found  the  river  very  low 
and  clear,  the  wind  was  east  during  the  whole  of 
the  time  and  the  sun  scorching  hot  (there  were  five 
or  six  other  rods  at  the  hotel),  a  combination  of 
circumstances  that  could  only  have  resulted  in 
much  grumbling  and  disappointment.  I  am  afraid 
we  were  hardly  civil  to  Mr.  MacDonald,  and  most 
likely  blamed  him  for  the  unfavourable  conditions 
that  existed,  and  even  for  the  presence  of  the  solid 
walls  of  midges  we  encountered  while  fishing  for 
sea-trout  between  the  hours  of  9  p.m.  and  midnight, 
which  you  will  readily  understand  added  fuel  to  the 
fire  of  our  discontent.  Yet  in  spite  of  our  grumb- 
lings, unreasonable  complaints,  and  protestations, 
Mr.  MacDonald,  instead  of  consigning  us  to  Old 
Nick,  did  all  that  was  human  to  soothe  our  sorrows 
and  disappointments,  and  showed  such  courtesy  as 
became  a  gentleman.  I  shall  probably  go  there 
again  this  year  for  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the 
close  of  the  season,  when  I  hope  I  shall  meet  with 
better  luck.  I  trust  your  correspondent  "  One  Who 
Has  Been  There"  will  not  mind  my  saying  in 
reference  to  his  lamentations  that  I  think  the 
fault  rests  entirely  with  him  in  not  having  ascer- 
tained the  conditions  upon  which  he  could  fish 
before  he  engaged  his  room.  He  was  like  unto 
the  man  who  bought  a  farm,  and  then  must 
needs  go  and  see  it.  Would  your  correspondent 
take  a  house  without  seeing  it,  or  buy  a  horse 
without  looking  at  it  or  ascertaining  something 
about  it  ?  I  would  also  like  to  ask  him  if  he  has 
ever  seen  an  advertisement  in  a  newspaper  or 
journal  relating  to  river  fishing  that  stated  the 
conditions  upon  which  the  fishing  was  to  be 
obtained  ?  I  have  n*»ver  seen  one,  nor  do  I  know 
anyone  who  has  (don't  spare  me  if  I  am  wrong, 
Mr.  Editor).  Then  he  claims  to  have  given  the 
landlord  a  week  or  ten  days'  notice  of  his  coming — 
a  very  wise  precaution,  especially  during  July  and 
August — but  was  it  reasonable  of  him  to  suppose 
that  Mr.  MacDonald  would,  notwithstanding  the 
notice,  close  the  doors  of  his  hotel  to  other  visitors 
in  order  that  there  should  be  fishing  for  him  on  his 
arrival,  or  to  tell  his  visitors  who  had  in  the 
meantime  arrived  that  they,  or  some  of  them, 
must  put  up  their  rods  and  leave  the  river  to  make 
room  for  a  visitor  who  had  just  arrived  from  the 
south  of  England  ?  surely  not.  Your  correspondent 
having  omitted  to  ascertain  the  conditions  before 
his  arrival,  should,  I  venture  to  think,  either  have 
accepted  them  on  his  arrival  with  a  good  grace,  or 
left  the  hotel,  but  not  necessarily  on  "  the  spur  of 
the  moment."  If  your  correspondent  had  con- 
sulted that  very  useful  publication,  "  The  Sports- 
man's and  Tourist's  Guide,"  he  would  have  seen 


that  the  water  rented  by  Mr.  MacDonald,  for  which 
he  pays  a  considerable  sum  per  annum,  was  only 
two  miles  in  extent,  and  would,  or  should,  have 
concluded  that  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August  he  would  be  likely  to  find  two  rods  to  every 
pool,  and  the  possibility  of  his  sometimes  drawing  a 
blank.  This,  and  the  arrangement  for  drawing  lots 
for  beats,  is  common  to  all  hotel  waters,  and  facts 
to  which  I  hope  your  correspondent  will  soon 
become  reconciled. 

"Diving  and  finding  no  pearls  in  the  sea. 
Blame  not  the  ocean,  the  fault  lies  with  thee.''' 

— Yours  truly,  John  Macdonald. 

P.S. — Permit  me  to  add  that  although  of  the 
same  name  I  am  in  no  way  related  to  Mr.  Mac- 
Donald of  the  hotel  at  Taynuilt. 


FRUIT  AS  BAIT  FOR  FISH. 

Dear  Sib, — My  friend,  the  "Colonel,"  informs 
me  that  another  name  for  the  stream  near  Hassan 
Abdal,  referred  to  in  my  last  week's  letter  as  the 
Jubluna,  is  the  Cbablat,  also  that  he  had  heard  of 
mahseer  being  taken  with  mulberries  in  the  Bara 
river,  westward  of  Peshawur  (India). 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  I  owe  the  note 
on  the  mulberry  fishing  at  Hassan  Abdal  to  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  F.  P.  Quinlan,  of  Cairo. — Yours 
truly,  Benwyan. 


A  FINE  YORKSHIRE  TROUT. 

Mr.  J.  E.  MiLLEB,  of  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 
has  received  the  following  letter  : — 

"  Deab  Sib,  —  One  of  our  members  had  the 
pleasure  of  landing  a  fine  trout,  weighing  71b.  3oz., 
on  your  5  x  gut.  No.  13  hook,  in  Tag  Lock, 
Elland,  near  Halifax,  on  Sept.  11;  it  took  the 
member — Hill  Aspinall,  of  Rastrick — forty  minutes 
to  land  it.  We  think  it  the  best  fish  taken  in  any 
Yorkshire  water  this  year. — Yours  truly. 

"George  Collingwood. 

"P.S.— Length  of  fish,  25in. ;  girth,  15in." 


THE  DEEP  SEA  REEL- 

Dear  Sir, — Early  in  the  summer  of  1901  I  had 
the  good  (or  bad)  fortune  to  hook  a  121b.  skate 
while  fishing  off  Guernsey  with  a  10ft.  rod,  a  |^lb.  ? 
lead,  and  a  new  reel  by  Farlow  called  the  "  Sun 
Reel."    Before  I  got  that  skate  into  my  boat  I  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  small  button-like 
handles  with  which  the  reel  was  fitted  (and  with 
which,  I  believe,  most  sea  reels  are  fitted)  were 
quite  unfitted  for  deep  sea  fishing.   The  same  after-  i 
noon  I  had  fitted  to  the  reel  a  single  handle  instead  I 
of  the  two  small  ones.    It  was  about  2 Jin.  in  length,  ^ 
sufficient  to  get  a  good  grip  between  the  thumb  { 
and  the  first  three  fingers,  and  to  keep  the  hand  j 
well  clear  of  the  side  of  the  reel.    I  fished  with  this  . 
extemporised  reel  through  the  remainder  of  the  1 
yachting  season  with  comfort  and  success.  During 
the  winter  Farlows  fitted  a  proper  handle  for  me, 
and  added  a  compensating  weight  where  the  other 
handle  had  been.   With  this  reel  I  have  had  excellent 
sport  both  last  year  and  this,  fishing  often  in  forty 
fathoms  and  reeling  up  whiting,  bream,  etc.,  with  . 
an  ease  which  would  have  been  impossible  with  an  i 
ordinary  reel.    Further,  one  day  the  big  pollack  » 
gave  me  the  meeting,  and  I  caught  ten  from  12Ib.  i 
downwards  to  71b.,  and  found  my  reel  most  useful  i 
in  checking  the  downward  rush.    If  any  brother  ; 
angler  has  this  small  alteration  made  I  am  sure  that  ! 
he  will  find  great  advantage  for  all  sea  fishing,  < 
except,  of  course,  fly  or  other  surface  fishing  which  ' 
may  require  a  much  lighter  reel. — Yours  truly,  '■ 

EOTHENw 

[Except,  of  course,  that  one  balances  the  other 
I  have  never  found  anything  but  disadvantage 
from  the  two  handles  on  a  Nottingham  reel.  I 
should  think  that  two  were  put  on  originally 
because  the  man  who  first  tried  to  cast  from  the 
reel  found  it  would  not  run  properly  with  one — like 
the  fly  wheel  of  the  locomotive  it  must  have  a 
compensating  weight  opposite  the  other  weight.  I 
think  "  Eothen  "  has  made  a  very  useful  suggestion. 
— Bd.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  WELLAND  AND  NENE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
supply  me  with  information  respecting  the  fishing 
on  (a)  the  Welland — Wakerley  to  Stamford;  (b) 
the  Nene — Wansford  to  Peterborough  ?  Is  there 
sport  at  any,  and  if  so,  what  part  free,  or  obtainable 
on  payment  of  small  daily  or  weekly  fee  ?  I  see  in 
a  recent  issue  reference  made  to  the  former  river  at 
Deeping  St.  James,  and  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  intending  anglers  pay  2s.  6d.  to  the  association. 
What  body  is  this,  and  who  is  the  hon.  secretary  ? 
—Yours  truly,  Walter  A.  Brook. 

(Several  Utters  are  unavoidably  hdd  over:) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR^ 


Nets  Off  the  Spey  at  Last.- 
Salmon  anglers  generally,  and  all  those  who  have 
fished  that  grand  river  the  Spey,  will  rejoice  to  hear 
that  the  upper  proprietors  have  at  last  come  to  an 
arrangement  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  by  which  most  of  the  nets  are  to  be  re- 
moved— see  "  G.  M.'s  "  note  this  week.  I  said 
"  all  who  have  fished  the  Spey,"  but  I  am  not  so 
sure  that  those  who  have  had  the  good  luck  to  fish 
the  Duke's  water  will  be  so  greatly  pleased.  At 
last  there  is  every  probabihty  that  the  Spey  will 
resume  its  place  among  the  finest  salmon  rivers  in 
the  world.; 

A  Good  Opening  for  the  Tweed  Autumn 
Pishing. 

I  hear  that  September  fishing  on  the  middle 
reaches  has  been  the  best  for  the  past  six  or  seven 
years.  On  Floors  Castle  upper  water  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Francis  Ley  had  twenty  fish  between  Sept.  10  and 
Sept.  21,  and  on  Makerstoun  Mr.  Herring  and 
friend  have  done  equally  well ;  and  if  another 
flood  comes  quickly  it  should  be  an  exceptionally 
good  season.-  To  show  how  uncertain  seasons  are, 
last  year  Upper  Floors  fished  blank  from  Sept.  1  to 
Oct.  15^ 


Fixed  "Drift"  Nets  v.  Salmon.- 
In  another  column  I  have  given  some  account  of 
the  successful  efforts  made  by  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  who 
owns  six  or  seven  miles  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk,  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  illegal  use  of  drift  nets  by  the 
Esk  salmon  fishermen.  Mr.  Ley  proved  that  they 
simply  converted  their  drift  nets  into  "  fixed 
engines by  anchoring  them.  It  is  impossible  to 
read  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  which  has 
been  published  in  the  local  papers  without  feeling 
that  for  some  reason  or  other  the  Esk  Board  of 
Conservators  have  not  been  anxious  to  prevent  this 
illegal  use  of  nets  as  its  prohibition  would  injure 
the  interests  of  the  netsmen.-  But  their  own  head 
bailiff  volunteered  the  statement  that  those  men 
who  fully  complied  with  the  law  got  far  more  fish 


than  those  who  did  not,  so  Mr.  Ley  very  naturally 
asks  why  the  law  is  not  enforced.  Mr.  Ley's  con- 
tention is  that  the  great  falling  oil  of  the  supply  of 
salmon  in  the  river  Esk  is  directly  due  to  the  illegal 
netting  carried  on  in  the  sea  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  A  few  years  back  there  was  excellent  salmon 
angling,  now  the  river  is  not  worth  fishing.  Even 
this  wet  season,  with  floods  to  take  up  the  fish, 
has  been  almost  a  blank  as  compared  with  former 
years.  The  end  of  this,  of  course,  must  be  the  ruin 
of  the  Esk  as  a  salmon  river. 


Grayling  Flies. 
Mr;  Walbran,  38a,  Wellington -street,  Leeds, 
sends  capital  samples  of  some  of  what  he  considers 
the  most  killing  patterns  of  grayhng  flies,  including 
Ibis  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Pale  Autumn  Dun  (I  had 
some  good  sport  with  this  on  the  Darley  Dale 
waters  in  the  seventies),  and  last,  but  not  least, 
Mr.  Rolfs  Fancy  and  his  Witch,  both  very  good 
fancy  grayling  flies.  It  looks  as  if  we  might  have 
some  fine  grayhng  fishing  weather  in  October  to 
make  up  for  bad  weather  in  the  trout  season. 
Personally,  I  think  good  grayling  fishing  is  very 
little  behind  trout  fishing. 

Artificial  Colouring  of  Live  Natural  Baits.- 
Many  anglers  have  doubtless  been  interested  and 
amused  at  the  accounts  pubUshed  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  methods  of  colouring  gentles  red,  pink, 
yellow,  etc.  Some  Uve  specimens  sent  to  me  looked 
Hke  animated  amber  and  pink  and  red  coral.  The 
suggestion  naturally  arises,  what  colour  will  the 
"  bluebottle  "  flies  be  from  these  coloured  larvfe  ? 
Shall  we  see  red  bluebottles  and  yellow  bluebottles, 
as  well  as  blue  bluebottles,  flying  about  ? 


Enforced  Abstinence.- 


AMI5RICA-S  cur  RACES— ENFORCED  ABSTINENCE 
Skipper  J.  Bull- — "I  haven't  toucbPd  the  Cud  in  more  than 
fifty  voars" 

This  skit,  which  I  copy  from  the  American  Field, 
is  the  best  I  have  seen  on  the  great  cup  question. 

Bull-Trout  in  the  Tweed  and  Yorkshire  Esk.- 

With  reference  to  Mr.  J.  Harvie-Brown's  article 
on  bull-trout  supplanting  salmon,  I  asked  Mr. 
Francis  Ley,  who  has  had  fishings  on  both  rivers 
for  many  years,  and  he  kindly  rephes  as  follows : — 
"  There  are  not  many  bull-trout  in  the  Tweed 
proper,  but  I  understand  that  they  swarm  in  a 
number  of  the  small  tributaries,  such  as  Till,  Jed, 
etc.-  These  fish  cling  specially  to  those  tributaries 
running  through  rock,  which  the  salmon  proper 
will  not  go  up;  For  example,  on  the  Yorkshire 
Esk  you  will  find  numbers  up  the  Goathland  Beck, 
a  fair-sized  moorland,  rocky  tributary,  whereas  I 
have  not  heard  of  a  salmon  being  killed  on  that 
stream  ;  indeed,  every  Uttle  brook  running  into  the 
Esk  is  full  of  these  fish,  and  from  what  I  can  hear 
the  same  state  of  affairs  practically  exists  on  the 
Tweed,  but,  as  you  know,  the  latter  is  a  very  big 
river,  and  the  salmon  appear  exceedingly  satisfied 
with  it,  and  leave  brooks  to  eriox. 

"  I  cannot  understand  any  man  acquainted  with 
the  appearance  and  contour  of  Salmo  eriox  ever 
mistaking  this  for  the  true  Salmo  salar.  I  can 
understand  a  man  not  being  able  to  distinguish 
between  a  sea-trout  {Salmo  trutta)  and  a  grilse,  the 
two  being  so  much  alike,  and  it  practically 
necessitates  an  inspection  of  the  teeth  of  the  two 
fish  to  tell  the  difference.     The  bull-trout  is 


altogether  a  different  shaped  fish  to  a  salmon  or 
grilse,  and  even  in  the  middle  of  summer,  when  it 
is  in  its  most  prime  condition,  easy  to  recognise.- 
The  inspector  could  readily  see  for  himself  the 
difference  if  he  attended  the  fish  sales  in  August  at 
Whitby.  "- 

Sir  R.  Waldio  Griffith,  chairman  of  the  Tweed 
Commissioners,  very  kindly  sends  mc  the  following 
note  with  regard  to  bull-trout,  etc.,  in  the  Tweed  : — 
"  Hendcrsydc  Park,  Kelso,  N.B. 

"  De.vr  Sir, — With  regard  to  your  letter  of  Sept; 
17,  I  do  not  think  bull-trout  are  supplanting  salmon 
in  the  Tweed.  The  run  of  sea-trout  in  1902  was  a 
large  one,  but  this  year  it  is  very  small,  and  on  the 
whole  of  late  years  it  has  fallen  off  more  than  that 
of  salmon  or  grilse.  In  point  of  fact,  fishmongers 
have  no  reason  for  selling  bull-trout  as  salmon  or 
grilse,  as  there  is  a  particularly  ready,  good  market 
for  them  on  the  Continent,  though  I  daresay  some 
of  the  large  bull-trout  are  sold  as  salmon.  Some- 
times the  price  of  bull-trout  is  quite  as  high  as 
salmon.  I  think  we  shall  certainly  take  strong 
measures  with  regard  to  the  seals,  as  I  feel  sure 
they  are  doing  much  mischief. — Yours  faithfully, 
"  R.  Waldie  Griffith." 

Stoddard,  writing  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  says 
that  great  quantities  of  bull-trout  and  sea-trout — 
more  than  a  milUon  in  a  season — ascend  the  Tweed 
and  penetrate  to  its  highest  waters.- 


Profosal  to  put  Trout  into  the  Ouse  ne.vr 
St.  Neots,  Hunts.- 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  the  St.  Neots  Advertiser  of  Sept.  19.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  from  anglers  who  know  the  river  as  to 
whether  they  think  I  have  taken  a  mistaken  view 
of  the  matter.  I  have  seen  so  much  disappoint- 
ment result  from  the  attempt  to  introduce  rainbows 
into  streams  where  there  are  no  pike  at  all,  that  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  pure  waste  to  put  them  into  a 
noted  pike  river  Uke  the  Ouse  at  St.  Neots. 

"  Trout  in  the  Ouse. 
"  Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
article  in  your  paper  entitled  '  How  would  Rainbow 
Trout  do  in  the  Ouse  ?  '  in  which  I  see  it  was  pro- 
posed to  ask  my  opinion.  I  had  a  letter  fi'om  the 
Rev.  A.  G.  Cane  on  the  subject,  and  I  replied  that 
if  pike  and  perch  were  as  numerous  in  the  Ouse 
near  St.  Neots  now  as  they  were  a  few  years  ago  to 
put  trout  in  would  only  mean  feeding  the  pike  and 
perch  at  rather  an  expensive  rate  ! 

"  I  should  say  it  would  be  a  most  difficult  matter 
to  net  out  the  pike,  and  it  would  have  to  be  done 
after  every  flood — and  the  certain  effect  would  be 
to  spoil  good  pike  fishing,  with  the  very  uncertain 
chance  of  getting  a  few  trout  when  bait  fishing.- 
The  water  is  not  suitable  for  fly  fishing  as  a  rule 
near  St.  Neots. 

"  In  any  case,  to  put  rainbow  trout  in  is  cutting 
the  poor  chance  of  success  for  the  experiment  away 
entirely.  Hundreds  of  pounds  have  been  spent  in 
turning  them  into  rivers  in  this  country,  and  in 
every  single  instance  after  a  year  or  so  they  have 
all  gone.  They  drop  down  to  the  sea,  and  go  back 
to  America — at  least  we  never  see  them  again.-  In 
suitable  ponds  and  lakes  where  they  can  be  locked 
in  they  do  well  for  a  year  or  two,  but  I  have  failed  to 
get  any  satisfactory  evidence  as  to  their  increasing 
by  breeding  when  left  to  themselves  in  our  waters.- 
"  They  are  Uvely  and  most  '  game '  fish,  and  I 
should  Uke  to  see  them  established  here,  but  I  am 
sure  any  pisciculturist  whose  advice  is  asked  ynW 
say  as  I  do  that  it  is  a  waste  of  money  to  put  them 
into  our  rivers.  The  best  trout  for  our  rivers  is  a 
good  strain  of  our  common  native  trout  Salmo  fario, 
and  I  do  not  beUeve,  take  him  all  round,  that  there 
is  a  better  trout  in  the  world. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

"  R.  B.  JLarston, 

"  Ed.  Fishing' Gazette: 
"  London,' Sept.  10,  1903. 

"  p.s. — No  fish  is  more  easily  captured  by  pike 
than  the  trout,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
trout's  habit  is  to  take  up  a  fixed  position ;  so  the 
pike  can  come  quietly  almost  close  up  before  giving 
that  wonderful  spring  forward  on  its  prey,  which  is 
more  Uke  the  spring  of  the  tiger  than  anything  else.'i 

Death  by  Lightning— Risks  of  Anglers: 
Everyone  interested  practically   in.  electricity 
should  make  a  note  of  the  new  nicely  got  up  non- 
technical journal  describing  the  uses  and  economy 
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of  electricty  as  applied  to  domestic  and  industrial 
purposes,  entitled  Everyday  Electricity,  price  2d. 
monthly.  In  the  second  number  there  is  an  article 
on  death  by  lightning,  which  the  editor  has  kindly 
given  me  permission  to  reprint. 

"  In  a  recent  issue  of  an  evening  paper  appeared 
a  paragraph  which,  without  giving  the  authority  for 
the  statement,  seemed  to  upset  tlie  prcvaiUng 
notions  as  to  the  cause  of  death  by  lightning. 

"  Concisely,  it  stated  that  it  was  really  not  the 
flash  of  Ughtning  from  the  clouds  which  struck  a 
person,  but  that  it  is  the  electricity  out  of  the  earth 
passing  upwards  to  meet  the  descending  electricity 
through  the  human  body  which  causes  death. 

"  There  are  two  theories  accepted  by  scientists 
as  to  the  effects  of  Hghtning  on  the  body,  and  the 
paragraph  evidently  refers  to  what  is  known  as  the 
'  back  stroke,'  but  it  is  very  seldom  that  deaths 
can  be  attributed  to  this  cause.  The  direct  flash  of 
lightning,  at  any  rate  in  this  country,  must  be 
accepted  as  the  cause  of  death  in  the  greater  number 
of  cases,  and  a  consideration  of  such  accidents  will 
readily  show  this  to  be  the  case. 

"  The  person  standing  beneath  a  tree  forms  an 
easier  passage  for  the  electricity  to  the  earth  than 
the  tree  trunk,  because  the  resistance  of  the  human 
body  is  less,  and  electricity  always  chooses  the  path 
of  least  resistance. 

"  When  a  lightning  flash  strikes  the  sand  on  the 
seashore  or  desert  it  fuses  the  sand  into  silicious 
tubes,  showing  the  electricity  entered  from  above 
the  sand. 

"  The  generally  accepted  theory  of  lightning 
conductors  is  that  if  there  is,  say,  a  positively 
charged  cloud  over  it  the  earth  is  charged  with 
negative  electricity,  and  the  conductor  being  in 
good  contact  with  the  earth  (although  there  are 
hundreds  of  Ughtning  conductors  which  have  such 
bad  earth  connections  as  to  render  them  more  harm- 
ful than  otherwise)  pours  into  the  atmosphere 
negative  electricity  so  as  to  neutraUse  the  electricity 
in  the  cloud,  thereby  renderirig  the  flash  to  earth 
less  dangerous  by  reducing  its  electric  pressure. 

"  Fortunately,  we  in  this  country  are  not  visited 
by  lightning  as  much  as  some  countries,  such  as 
Switzerland,  but  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the 
protection  from  lightning  of  many  buildings  is  of 
such  a  primitive  character  that  the  owners  would 
be  well  advised  to  not  only  have  the  conductors 
periodically  tested,  but  also  to  see  that  they  are 
erected  in  accordance  with  the  latest  principles." 

As  anglers  are  generally  well  prepared  for  rain, 
they  are  in  more  danger  from  lightning  than  those 
who  are  indoors,  I  asked  the  editor  of  Everyday 
Electricity  a  few  questions  on  the  subject,  and  he 
replied  as  follows  : — 

"  As  regards  the  danger  to  an  angler  if  struck  by 
lightning  through  the  medium  of  his  fishing-rod,  it 
depends  very  much  upon  whether  the  rod  is  dry  or 
■wet  and  whether  the  angler's  boots  are  dry  or  wet. 
If  perfectly  dry,  the  resistance  offered  to  the 
passage  of  the  electric  current  would  probably 
minimise  the  danger.  If  the  rod  has  a  steel  centre 
or  steel  ribbing  outside,  the  danger  would  certainly 
be  greater,  owing  to  the  fact  that  steel  is  a  better 
conductor  than  wood.  I  do  not  know  of  any  cases 
of  anglers  being  struck  by  lightning,  but  the  subject 
is  an  interesting  one,  and  I  shall  see  if  I  cannot  get 
some  information  from  my  readers."- 

The  "  Cholmondeley-Pennell  Over-Knee 
Wad  EES'-  AND  A  Good  Boat  Seat. 

Where  one  does  not  want  to  wade  above  the 
knees  the  most  comfortable  wading  boots  are  the 
very  light  Pennell  over-knee  waders,  with  leather 
lOot.  The  only  drawback  I  have  found  is  that 
having  to  strap  them  just  below  the  knee  is  not 
comfortable,  and  they  will  not  keep  up,  so  I  sug- 
gested to  Messrs.  Anderson,  of  37,  Queen  Victoria- 
street,  E.G.,  that  it  might  be  a  good  idea  to  put  a 
gaiter  fastening  inside,  and  suspend  the  legs  of  the 
waders  from  it.  I  also  said  I  thought  a  waterproof 
cushion  to  strap  to  the  seat  of  a  boat  or  punt  would 
be  very  much  appreciated  by  anglers  who  do  much 
sea,  river,  or  lake  fishing  from  a  boat.  It  seems 
Messrs.  Anderson  already  have  an  excellent  affair  of 
the  kind.  It  would  save  much  discomfort  on  a 
long  day's  salmon  or  sea  fishing  from  boat  or  lake 
boat  fishing.    Here  is  what  Messrs.  Anderson  say  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  suggestion 
as  to  the  fastening  of  our  '  Cholmondeley-Pennell ' 
over-knee  wader.  Shortly  after  we  put  this  boot  on 
the  market  we  received  complaints  about  the  method 


of  keeping  the  boot  up,  as  it  completely  stopped  all 
ventilation.  We  then  made  them  with  two  eyelets 
at  the  tops  to  enable  the  user  to  pass  a  lace  through 
and  fasten  to  the  brace  button.  By  thus  doing  he 
could  dispense  with  the  knee  fastening  altogether. 
Wc  have  carefully  thought  over  your  idea,  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  as  it  would  add  con- 
siderably to  the  price  and  also  make  the  wader  com- 
plicated, we  cannot  see  our  way  clear  to  alter  the 
present  pattern.  Of  course  we  will  be  pleased  to 
make  this  addition  to  your  own  waders  if  you  wish. 
With  regard  to  the  air  cushions  for  boat  fishing,  etc., 
we  already  have  a  cushion  to  which  tapes  can  be 
added  if  desired.  It  is  made  with  rope  handles  to 
act  as  a  life-preserver.  We  enclose  cutting  of  the 
same  herewith.  We  are  extremely  obliged  to  you 
for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  this  matter,  and 
we  shall  at  aU  times  be  glad  to  receive  your  ideas 
and  suggestions. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  Anderson,  Anderson  &  Anderson,  Ltd.- 
"  R.-  B.  Marston,  Esq.". 

I  give  an  illustration  of  the  seat  cushion;  It  is 
air-tight  and  waterproof,  and  would  be  very  useful 
in  case  of  an  upset.    The  price  is  12s.  6d.    The  plan 
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of  having  the  eyelets  to  the  over-knee  waders 
evidently  gets  over  the  difficulty.  I  wish  I  had 
known  about  it  before. 

The  Past  Thames  Trout  Season; 

Tlie  past  trout  season  on  the  Thames  has  been  a 
very  poor  one.  I  should  say  that  one  trout  per 
mile  of  water  for  the  whole  season  would  be  not  far 
out  as  an  estimate  of  the  sport.  Wliy  do  not 
Thames  trout  anglers  adopt  Mr.  Senior's  suggestion 
made  some  years  ago  of  reducing  the  size  below 
which  Thames  trout  may  not  be  taken  to,  say,  12in.  or 
13in.  Then  there  would  be  some  encouragement  to 
put  trout  in,  and  the  fly-fisher  would  get  a  chance 
as  well  as  all  other  anglers,  and  there  would  be  far 
more  trout  to  grow  into  heavy  fish.  The  Lea  limit 
is  12in.,  and  plenty  of  good  trout  are  taken  in  that 
river.  R.  B.  Marston. 


"A  BOOK  OF  EXMOOB."* 

The  land  which  was  the  principal  scene  of  the 
adventures  of  John  Ridd  and  Lorna  Doone  will 
from  that  fact  alone  always  possess  an  exceptional 
attraction  for  pilgrims  from  all  parts  ;  but  beyond 
this,  the  great  Moor  itself  has  an  infinite  variety  of 
attractions,  and  whilst  Mr.  Snell's  object  has  not 
been  to  produce  a  mere  guide-book,  of  which  there 
are  several  very  good  ones  already  existing,  his 
book  is  in  some  measure  a  guide-book  and  a  good 
deal  more.  He  says  he  has  known  and  loved 
Exmoor  from  boyhood,  and  he  has  been  at  con- 
siderable pains  in  collecting  information  on  topics 
which  do  not  usually  come  within  the  scope  of  a 
guide-book — as  for  example,  the  breed  of  Exmoor 
sheep,  the  eccentricities  of  Exmoor  ponies, 
and  the  ancient  breed  of  red  deer.  The 
first  part  tells  the  story  of  the  forest  from  Saxon 
times  down  to  the  year  1818,  up  to  which 
date  it  ranked  as  a  royal  forest.  The  first 
chapter  of  Part  I.  tells  of  it  under  the  Briton, 
Saxon,  and  Dane.  Chapter  two  is  devoted  to  forest 
law  and  forest  Ufe,  and  chapter  three  to  the  decline 
of  the  forest.  Then  we  come  to  the  Doones,  whose 
story  is  pretty  fully  discussed  in  chapter  four. 
Chapters  five  and  six  describe  the  roads,  the 
sport,  and  who  kept  the  hounds  from  the  days  of 
the  Tudors  down  to  the  days  when  his  present 
Majesty  King  Edward  VII.  hunted  there  in  the 
autumn  of  1879  in  the  company  of  that  venerable 
sportsman  the  Rev.  John  Russell,  familiarly  known 
as  "  Jack  Russell." 

Part  II.  is  devoted  to  the  animals  of  the  forest — 
deer,  ponies,  and  sheep — and  Part  III.  introduces 
a  very  amusing  httle  drama  entitled  "  An  Exmoor 
Courtship  :  or,  A  Suitoring  Discourse  in  the  Devon- 
shire Dialect  and  Mode  near  the  Forest  of  Exmoor." 
Another  division  gives  an  extremely  interesting 
account  of  the  folklore,  and  tells  of  witches  and 
ghosts,  pixies,  barrows,  and  the  Devil,  the  latter 

*  By  F.  J.  Snell,  M.A.,  author  of  "The  Auto- 
biography of  a  Poacher,"  etc.,  etc.  With  sixty-five 
Illustrations.  Crown  8vo.  pp.  xiii.  and  340.  Price  Cs. 
Mothuen  &  Co.,  36,  Essex-street. 


gentleman  having  had  a  hand  in  laying  the  rocks 
which  form  that  curious  bridge  of  stepping  stones 
named  Torr  Steps.  The  last  part  suppUes  a  brief 
biographical  account  of  some  of  the  most  prominent 
worthies  of  Exmoor. 

I  must  own  to  a  personal  predilectiop  to  all  that 
pertains  to  Exmoor,  having  in  days  gone  by  made 
the  acquaintance  of  one  of  the  worthies  above  men- 
tioned, the  Rev.  Joseph  Jekyll,  whom  Jack  Russell 
pronounced  "  one  of  the  finest  and  hardest  riders 
in  that  or  any  other  country,"  having  fished  the 
Barle  from  Torr  Steps  to  Lanacre  Bridge,  and 
explored  the  Moor  in  search  of  the  Doone  Valley, 
and,  not  least,  as  having  known  and  for  many  years 
enjoyed  the  personal  friendship  of  the  author  of 
"  Lorna  Doone."  It  is  gratifjdng  to  find  that  the 
legend  of  the  Doones,  though  it  seems  to  be  ques- 
tioned by  some  writers,  is  fully  supported  by  our 
author,  who  furnishes  most  interesting  details, 
which  really  form  "  the  background,"  as  the  author 
says,  or  "  the  sort  of  rough  process  of  which  '  Lorna 
Doone '  is  the  consummation."  One  author,  Mr. 
Rawle,  has  maintained  that  there  is  "  no  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  the  Doones  in  the  national 
records,"  and  he  adds,  "  none  of  the  old  inhabitants 
of  the  district  round  Oare  ever  heard  of  the  Doones 
until  after  the  publication  of  '  Lorna  Doone.'  " 
Mr.  Snell,  in  reply  to  this,  says  that  "  Mr.  Rawle 
has  not  carried  his  researches  far  enough  to  convince 
him  that  long  before  Blackmore  had  written  a 
syllable  of  his  romance  there  was  in  existence  a 
well-estabhshed  tradition  of  the  Doones."  Mr. 
Snell  says  that  he  stumbled  on  Blackmore's  track 
in  the  autumn  of  1900  at  Withypool.  Mr.  Tudball, 
the  village  postmaster,  whose  father  was  landlord  j 
of  the  Royal  Oak  for  twenty-seven  years,  can  | 
vouch  for  the  fact  that  Blackmore  wrote  part  of  I 
"  Lorna  Doone  "  whilst  staying  at  the  inn.  There  * 
seems  to  be  abundant  legendary  evidence  as  to  the 
fact  of  the  real  existence  of  the  Doones,  and  now,  at 
the  eleventh  hour,  he  produces  a  rather  sensational 
bit  of  evidence.  A  ladyj  who  signs  herself  "  Ida  M.  ' 
Browne"  (her  real  name  being  Audrie  Doon),  wrote  a 
an  article  in  the  autumn  of  1901  in  the  Somerset  t 
Free  Press  (since  reprinted  in  pamphlet  form)  which 
"  professes  to  be  a  plain  historical  account  and 
reads  as  if  genuine — if  it  be  a  concoction,  it  is  one 
of  the  cleverest  we  have  seen  for  some  time,"  so 
says  Mr.  Snell.  ..."  The  writer  begins  by  con- 
fessing her  surprise  that  Blackmore  should  have 
succeeded  in  embodying  the  traditions  of  her  family 
so  correctly  in  '  Lorna  Doone,'  "  and  "  supposes  he 
must  have  got  it  from  some  Scottish  family  of  his 
acquaintance."  This  lady  claims  to  be  a  descendant 
of  the  Doones,  and  tells  all  about  them,  and  it 
appears  she  very  satisfactorily  traces  her  own 
ancestry  back  through  the  Doones  of  Doone  Valley  , 
to  the  Earl  of  Moray,  who  was  murdered  Jan.  23,  ■ 
1570.  Miss  Doon  tells  the  whole  story  of  the 
Doones,  and  she  claims  "  Carver  "  Doone  as  her 
great-great-great-grandfather.  This  chapter  on  "  The 
Doones  "  will  greatly  interest  the  readers  of  "  Lorna 
Doone." 

The  chapters  on  "  Recipes  "  and  "  Witches  and 
Ghosts,"  on  "  Pixies,  Barrows,  and  the  Devil "-  are 
very  amusing. 

"  The  Worthies  "  whose  stories  are  told  are  Sir 
Thomas  Ackland,  the  Rev.  John  Froude,  the  Rev. 
John  Russell,  Mr.  Charles  Palk  Collyns,  the  Rev; 
Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  Mordaunt  F.  Bisset,  and  Miss 
Alice  Eling. 

Here  is  an  anecdote  taken  by  Mr.  Snell  from 
"  The  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  John  Russell,"  and  told 
by  Russell  of  his  friend  Jack  Froude  and  "  Henry 
of  Exeter  "  (Bishop  Philpotts). 

"  The  Bishop  was  determined  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  Froude.  ...  he  started  for  Knowstone 
with  that  object  in  view.  Froude  suspected  that 
such  an  event  might  occur,  and  set  to  work  to 
frustrate  his  lordship's  designs.  He  stationed  a 
signalman  within  hail  of  his  house,  on  the  only  road 
leading  to  it  from  Tiverton,  giving  him  orders,  if  he 
saw  a  chaise  and  pair  coming,  to  hasten  thither  and 
sound  the  alarm. 

"  Accordingly  when  the  Bishop  did  appear; 
Froude  and  his  household  were  fully  prepared  for 
his  reception. 

"  '  Can  I  see  Mr.  Froude  ?  '  inquired  his  lordship 
in  that  mild  tone  which  he  habitually  adopted  when 
he  meant  to  carry  his  point.  '  Be  good  enough  to 
say  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  wishes  to  have  a  few  words 
with  him.' 

"  '  Please  walk  in.  my  lord.'  rcpUed  the  old  house- 
keeper, Jane,  who  had  gone  to  the  door,  and  would 
hfi'Ve  gone  to  the  stake  to  serve  her  mast«r.    '  Mr; 
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Froude  is  at  home,  but  is  up  abed  wi'  some  ailment 
or  other.' 

Nothing  serious  I  hope,'  said  the  Bishop,  taking 
a  seat  in  the  state  apartment ;  '  and  if  so,  I  daresay 
he  wouldn't  object  to  see  me  at  his  bedside.' 

"  Jane  paused  for  a  moment,  and  then,  with  some 
hesitation,  repUed,  '  Perhaps  not,  my  lord ;  least- 
wise if  you  bean't  afeered  o'  going  there.  'Tis  a 
faver  o'  some  sort,  but  I  can't  mind  what  the  doctor 
cairth  it.' 

'  l'?'^^  bishop  cocked  his  ear,  and  looked  uneasy. 

A  fever,  did  you  say  ?  Rheumatism  perhaps,  from 
exposure  to  wet  ?  '- 

"  '        no ;   I've  got  that  myself  bad  enough. 
-Tis  something  a  deal  worse  I  reckon.'. 
Not  scarlet  fever,  I  hope  t ' 
"  The  housekeeper  shook  her  head  despondingly. 
Worse  than  that,  my  lord.' 

"  '  Typhus  ?  '  inquired  his  lordship,  no  longer 
able  to  hide  his  look  of  alarm. 

"  '  Iss,  that's  it ;  seem'th  to  me  that's  what  the 
doctor  ca'd  it.    .'Tis  a  whisht  job,  fai'  !  ' 

"The  bishop  clutched  his  hat,  and  with  httle 
ceremony  toqk  his  departure,  .  .  .  and  he 
never  set  foot  again  in  the  parish  of  Knowstone.- 
When,  adds  Russell,  the  bishop  had  fairly  dis- 
appeared,  Froude  put  on  his  long  gaiters  and  went 
out  himting  for  the  rest  of  the  day." 

The  volume  is  enriched  by  several  inimitable 
hunting  sketches  by  Mr,  F.  Carruthers  Gould  and 
many  photographs. 

The  Amateur  Angler 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


IMPEOVEMENTS  ON  THE  SPEY 

The  first  real  step  in  the  improvement  of  the 
Spey  as  a  sahnon  river  has  just  been  announced. 
The  lower  nets,  or  a  part  of  them,  are  to  be  removed. 
An  arrangement  between  the  proprietors  and  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has  just  been  con- 
cluded. The  stations  on  some  seven  miles  of  the 
Spey,  from  Cumberland  Ford  below  Fochabers 
Bridge  to  the  sea,  are  to  be  closed  down  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  the 
"  arrangement  "-  can,  at  the  option  of  the  riparian 
proprietors,  be  made  perpetual  or  otherwise  as 
they  determine. 

The  five  boats  hitherto  employed  on  this  proUfic 
stretch  of  water  have  annually  accounted  for  some 
six  thousand  salmon  and  grilse  and  three  thousand 
sea-trout,  q_  ]yj_ 

THE  YORKSHIEE  ESK. 

UNFAIR  NETTING  IS  KILLING  THE 
SALMON  FISHING, 


Anyone  who  compares  the  sport  obtained  by 
anglers  in  the  Yorkshire  Esk  the  last  year  or  two, 
and  especially  this  present  season,  with  the  good 
Sport  obtained  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago,  must 
be  at  once  convinced  that  there  is  something  wrong. 
Mr.  Francis  Ley,  who  has  fished  the  river  for  many 
years,  who  is  also  now  a  conservator  and  owns  six 
or  seven  miles  of  the  river,  was  fortunate  to  dis- 
cover that  the  want  of  salmon  in  the  pools  where 
they  were  formerly  plentiful  was  not  due  to  any 
natural  cause  but  to  the  foolish  and  illegal  action 
of  the  professional  salmon  netsmen  in  the  sea  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  Mr.  Ley  discovered,  in 
fact,  that  the  sahnon  netsmen  had  quietly  adop'ted 
the  practice  of  anchoring  their  drift  nets,  and  thus 
converting  them  into  illegal  fixed  engines. 

On  May  6,  1902,  Mr.  Ley  drew  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Wm,  Brown,  Clerk  of  the  Esk  Board,  to  the 
matter. 

In  acknowledging  the  letter,  Mr.  Brown  admitted 
that  one  net  Mr.  Ley  had  referred  to  was  "  clearly 
Illegal,",  and  Wm.  Luke,  the  head-bailiff,  admitted 
It  when  questioned  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board. 
He  also  said  that  nets  used  on  the  sands  were  to 
some  extent  weighted,  but  that  the  fishermen  who 
complied  with  the  law  "  got  far  more  fish  'i  than 
those  who  broke  it. 

said^-  "^^^'^"^^  *°  ^=  Brown  on  May  19,  Mr^  Ley 

"  Bpperstone  Manor, 

"Nottingham, 
.<T^™      >,     ^  "May  19,  1902. 

UEAB  Mb,  Bbown,— I  have  read  the  Whiihy 
gazette  report  of  the  Conservators'  meeting  on  the 
mn  mat.    Luke's  statement  is  a  frank  admission 
u  correct,  and  as  he  says  those 

who  adhere  to  the  law  do  better  than  those  who 
oreak  it,  there  wiU  be  no  hardship  on  the  part  of 


your  board  if  it  insists  on  the  salmon  laws  being 
adhered  to,  and  I  trust  that  this  will  be  done.  One 
thmg,  however,  I  am  sure  of,  and  that  is  that  salmon 
proper— iS'aZmo  «aZar— have  not  been  nearly  so 
plentiful  of  late  years,  in  thn  river  at  least.  There 
IS  an  immense  stock  pro  ratd  to  size  of  the  river  of 
Salmo  eriox,  which  I  much  regret  to  see,  in  the 
interests  of  the  Salmo  salar  and  Salmo  fario. 
"  Wm.  Brown,  Esq.,  "  Yours  faithfully 

"  Whitby."  (Signed)  "  Francis  Ley. 

To  this  Mr,  Brown  replied  as  follows  :— 

"  Whitby, 

..TV         OX  .  "May  20,  1902. 

fJEAB  biR,— I  am  forwarding  yours  to  the 
Chairman.  He  unfortunately  has  not  been  well 
lately,  and  there  may  be  some  delay  ia  hearing 
from  him.  It  is  not  for  me  to  argue  the  question 
with  you,  but  I  would  point  out  that  the  nets  that 
fish  exclusively  for  trout  (both  sea  and  bull)  must 
of  necessity  be  more  or  less  stoned.  Should  these 
be  prevented  fishing,  the  trout  would  be  spared, 
and  would  swamp  the  salmon.  Personally,  I  think 
it  a  pity  to  disturb  the  present  state  of  things, 
under  which  the  river  is  doing  remarkably  well. 

"  Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  "William  Bbown, 
"  Francis  Ley,  Esq., 
"  Epperstone." 
This  reply  did  not  satisfy  Mr.  Ley,  naturally,  and 
he  has  continued  to  follow  the  matter  up.  Finally, 
on  Aug.  8,  he  moved  a  resolution  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Esk  Board  which  was  passed,  and  on  Sept.  4 
he  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  the  following 
letter:— 

"  Board  of  Conservators  for  the  Esk 
(Yorkshire)  Fishery  Board, 
"  Whitby,    Sept.  3,  1903. 
"  Dear  Sib, — I  enclose  copy  of  the  notice  sent  in 
pursuance  of  your  resolution  to  some  46  licensed 
fishermen  this  day,  per  registered  post. 

"  Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  "  William  Bbown. 
"  Francis  Ley,  Esq., 

"Epperstone  Manor." 

"  Esk  (Yorkshire)  Fishery  Board,  Whitby. 
"Sept.  3,  1903. 
"  Sra, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  above-named 
district,  held  on  August  8  last,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  passed  : — 

"  '  That  the  Clerk  be  hereby  instructed  to 
give  notice  by  registered  post  to  the  Hcensees 
that  it  is  illegal  to  use  stones,  anchors,  weights, 
or  other  contrivances  of  a  like  character,  for 
anchoring  salmon  and  sea-trout  nets  licensed 
for  drifting,  and  that  the  watchers  be  instructed 
to  report  to  the  Committee,  through  the  Clerk, 
any  netsman  whom  they  may  find  breaking  the 
law,  with  a  view  to  their  deciding  whether  pro- 
ceedings should  be  taken  or  otherwise.' 
"  I  therefore  hereby  give  you  notice  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  above  resolution. 

"  I  am,  sir, 

"  Yours  obediently, 

"William  Brown, 
"Clerk  to  the  Board." 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer, 
inspector  of  fisheries,  had  aheady,  in  May,  1892, 
called  attention  to  the  illegal  action  of  the  netsmen 
in  anchoring  thek  nets,  and  also  that  the  evil  is 
not  only  admitted  by  the  board's  officers  to  exist 
but  also  to  be  unnecessary,  as  the  netsmen  who  do 
not  break  the  law  "  get  far  more  fish.'-  Surely,  then, 
the  Esk  Board  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mr.  Ley 
for  his  energetic  action  in  this  matter,  action  which 
will  not  stop  unless  the  evil  is  remedied— anglers  at 
any  rate  ^ill  bless  him.  R,  B.  M, 

HINTS  ON  GEAYLING  FISHING. 

That  grand  autumnal  and  winter  fish,  the 
grayling,  is  now  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The 
unusually  cold  summer  has  done  much  to  assist 
him  in  getting  quickly  into  rare  fettle,  whilst  the 
unusual  and  superabundant  rainfall,  which  has 
given  holiday-makers  so  much  cause  for  complaint, 
has  kept  the  rivers  at  such  a  splendid  level  that 
the  grayling  fishers'  harvest  should  indeed  be  one 
full  to  overflowing. 

October  is  generally  regarded  as  being  the  month 
in  the  whole  season  when  the  best  possible  sport  is 
obtainable,  and,  strange  to  say,  trout,  who  would 
ahnost  seem  to  know  intuitively  that  they  are  free 
from  the  angler's  basket  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
evmce  the  greatest  desire  to  take  the  fisherman's 
fly;  Quite  early  in  August  grayling  m  the  south 
took  kindly  to  nondescripts  and  imitations  of 
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hving  flics,  and  on  several  occasions  rose  as  boldly 
as  they  do  later  on  in  the  year.  Now  that 
heptombor  has  come,  the  fly-fisher  for  grayling  will 
begm  work  in  earnest  and  with  the  best  prospects 
before  him. 

But  after  all  the  pursuit  of  the  "Timmies,"  aa 
one  enthusiastic  piscator  affectionately  designates 
grayling,  is  as  compared  with  fronting  a  serious 
business.  If  the  bag  is  to  contain  a  respectable 
show  at  the  end  of  a  short  day's  fishing,  no  Uttlo 
energy  is  required.  If  a  few  casta  over  a  rising 
trout  prove  ineffective,  the  angler  will  either  seek 
another  fish  or.  if  his  quarry  has  not  been  put 
down,  wait  and  try  again.  Not  so  with  a  grayling. 
So  weu-d  and  aggravating  a  fish  is  he  that  after  a 
fly  has  gone  over  him  twenty,  thirty,  or  even 
fifty  times  he  will  come  up  at  last  and  take  it  in 
such  haste  that  one  is  almost  forced  to  conclude 
that  he  has  not  seen  the  fly  passing  over  his  very 
nose  for  fully  five  minutes.  Hence  it  arises  that 
the  graylmg  fisher  must  be  endued  with  endless 
patience.  As  a  rule,  by  continuously  throwing  over 
a  feeding  fish  it  will  be  hooked  in  the  end.  although 
I  remember  only  too  well  that  not  one,  but  several, 
large  fish  which  I  have  waited  upon  longer  than  I 
care  to  think  about  have  after  all  made  me  acknow- 
ledge that  I  have  been  thoroughly  beaten,  and  I  have 
had  to  retire  empty  handed. 

Another  exasperating  trait  of  our  friend  is  his 
frequent  utter  disregard  of  imitations,  as  near  as 
human  fingers  can  make  them,  of  the  flies  which 
are  up,  even  when  presented  to  him  well  cocked 
and  without  a  drag— not  that  Thymallus  minds  a 
drag  so  much  as  a  trout— whilst  he  is  sucking  down 
the  naturals  at  regular  intervals.  On  one  day  at 
Hungerford,  where  I  was  spending  an  angling 
holiday,  there  was  an  extraordinary  rise  of  Pale 
Ohves.  I  captured  a  few  of  the  natural  insects, 
copied  them  as  correctly  as  regards  colour  and  size 
as  any  amateur  dresser  could  have  done,  but  though 
a  pretty  sand-martin  could  not  tell  the  real  from 
the  artificial,  annexed  my  000  representation,  was 
securely  hooked,  landed,  and  liberated,  the  gray- 
ling would  have  none  of  my  frauds,  but  in  heu 
thereof  fell  to  a  fancy  fly  composed  of  peacock  herl 
dyed  scarlet  for  body,  a  furnace  hackle  of  the  same 
hue,  and  a  ribbing  of  flat  gold  over  the  herl.  On 
a.nother  occasion  when  every  fish  in  the  river,  gray- 
hng,  trout,  dace,  and  even  roach,  were  rising  madly 
at  Blue  Midges,  copies  on  the  smallest  hooks  manu- 
factured failed  to  bring  up  a  single  fish,  an  odd 
brace  or  two  being  killed  on  flies  dressed  on  No.  1 
hooks  hackled  with  badger  and  grey  cuckoo 
hackles. 

It  has  frequently  been  asserted  that  sticking  to 
one  particular  fly  which  it  is  known  grayUng  evince 
a  partiality  for  generally  speaking  pays  better  than 
constantly  changing  to  fresh  patterns.    Per  contra, 
eminent  authorities  urge  that  by  offering  the 
grayling  an  assortment  of  flies  better  results  will 
be  produced.    My  own  experience  goes  to  show 
that  there  is  no  reliance  to  be  placed  on  either  of 
these  dictums.    Sometimes  I  have  found  that  by 
keeping  to  one  variety  I  have  had  grand  sport, 
whilst  other  anglers  who  had  offered  the  fish  half 
the  kinds  in  their  boxes  had  returned  with  light 
bags.    At  other  times  I  have  wrung  the  changes 
on  winged  imitations  with  dark  and  light  hackles 
and  bumbles,  and  have  half  filled  the  creel.  I 
indulged  in  one  of  these  experiments  a  few  days  back 
when  fishing  with  a  master  hand.    I  employed 
exclusively  winged  patterns  of  the  flies  up  on  the 
water  whilst  the  rise  was  on,  but  though  I  landed 
several  brace  of  bonny  trout  I  had  but  one  soUtary 
grayling  against  seven  brace  which  fell  to  the  rod 
of  my  companion,  who  resolutely  and  tenaciously 
held  on  to  the  Witch,  one  of  the  most  killing 
grayling  flies  ever  built.     The  whole  secret  of 
victory  seems  to  me  to  be  to  peg  away  at  a  fish 
with  hackled  nondescripts  when  it  is  seen  that  he 
is  actually  taking  somethmg  off  the  surface  and 
not  tailing,  and  not  give  up  until  one  is  convinced 
that  the  task  of  inducing  him  to  take  is  hopeless^ 
On  several  rivers  I  have  made  grand  bags  of  fish 
when  others,  certainly  not  worse  fisherman  than  I 
can  claim  to  be,  have  more  or  less  failed.  And 
why  ?    Because  after  a  few  casts  over  a  grayling 
without  response  they  have  sought  a  second  and 
other  fish,  treated  them  to  a  few  throws,  and  left 
them  if  at  the  first  few  casts  they  are  not  risen, 
and  this  instead  of  exercising  that  perseverance  and 
patience  which  must  be  pecuharly  the  attributes 
of  the  seeker  after  the  thyme-scented  fish  if  he  is 
to  excel  in  this  branch  of  sport. 
Again,  when  grayling  have  been  rising— aye,  and 
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taking  fairly  well — I  have  seen  anglers  return  with 
creels  light  and  tempers  ruffled.  The  excuse  for 
failure  has  been  that  the  fish  were  coming  short, 
and  fooling  or  flirting  with  the  fly,  as  grayling  are 
fond  of  doing.  Being  lady-like  fish  they  must  have, 
of  course,  strange  whims  and  fancies.  But  is  the 
grayling  altogether  to  blame,  and  is  not  the  want 
of  luck  due,  in  some  measure,  at  all  events,  to  the 
wielder  of  the  rod  himself  ?  A  grayUng  is  not  hke 
a  trout,  either  in  his  manner  of  rising  or  taking  the 
lure.  When  the  trout  seizes  the  fly  rapid  striking 
is  essential  if  he  is  not  to  escape  the  hook.  But 
the  grayling  cannot,  from  the  shape  of  his  mouth — 
the  top  lip  overlapping  the  under  one — take 
possession  of  the  fly  with  the  same  alacrity  as  his 
relative.  I  have  dozens  of  times  seen  a  fly-fisher 
strike  the  instant  the  grayling  came  up  to  the 
surface,  and  the  result  was  nil.  Quick  striking  is 
fatal  to  success  with  grayling,  and  though  it  may 
seem  an  easy  thing  to  wait  until  the  fish  has  actually 
turned  in  his  downward  course  before  striking,  the 
temptation  to  hit  the  fish  when  it  has  just  broken 
the  water  is  almost  irresistible. 

One  must  have  perfect  control  of  one's  nerves, 
and  wait  a  second  before  attempting  to  drive  the 
hook  home ;  indeed,  if  only  the  line  be  taut  from 
the  rod's  point  to  the  fly,  the  grayling  will  hook 
himself.  It  cannot,  I  repeat,  be  too  strongly  impressed 
upon  the  novice  in  grayUng  fishing  not  to  be  in  too 
great  a  hurry  to  strike.  Undue  haste  means  the 
loss  of  almost  every  fish,  and  an  unsatisfactory  bag 
at  the  close  of  the  day. 

What  are  the  best  flies  to  use  in  the  south  is  a 
question  which  naturally  suggests  itself.  I  pin  my 
faith  to  tagged  nondescripts,  and  particularly  those 
having  either  the  body  ribbed  with  gold  or  silver  or  a 
flat  tag  of  one  of  these  metals  at  the  tail  end.  The 
popular  Red  Tag,  Ogden  Smith's  Little  Warrior  (a 
glorified  edition  of  the  first-named  graced  with 
horns),  the  Gold  and  Silver  Witch,  Red  and  Olive 
Quills  with  small  Wickhams  are  as  many  varieties 
as  one  need  to  carry  about  on  a  day's  expedition. 
Hackled  flies  will  frequently  kill  when  dressed  on 
No.  1  hooks,  but  if  the  fish  bulge  at  these  and  flirt 
with  them,  it  is  better  to  try  a  size  or  two  smaller, 
say  0  or  00,  The  Chiel, 


FKESH-WATEE  AQUAKIA.* 
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(Continued  from  page  148.) 
CHAPTER   X.  —continued. 

Of  the  six  families  of  British  molluscs  belonging 
to  the  order  Pulmobranchiata,  only  one  of  them  is 
aquatic — Limnceidce  ;  and  as  all  the  members  of 
this  family  are  pulmobranchiate,  it  is  necessary  that 
they  should  occasionally  come  to  the  surface  of  the 
water  for  atmospheric  air.  Some  of  them,  by 
ascending  the  stalks  of  the  water-plants  and  the 
like,  even  leave  the  water  altogether  for  a  time. 
The  Limnceidoe  are  divided  into  the  following  four 
genera  :  (1)  Planorbis  ;  (2)  Physa  ;  (3)  Limnma  ; 
(4)  Ancylus.  All  the  members  of  the  genus  Plan- 
orbis are  more  or  less  suitable  for  the  aquarium,  for 
they  seem,  as  a  rule,  to  feed  upon  the  confervoid 
growth  in  preference  to  any  other.  They  all  live  in 
slow-ruiming  or  stagnant  water.  There  are  eleven 
species  of  the  genus  in  this  country,  and  most  of 
them  are  fairly  common.  The  chief  characteristic 
of  the  Planorbes  is  a  long  body  contained,  with 
plenty  of  room  to  spare,  in  a  flat-coiled  shell.  The 
disc  or  foot  of  the  animal  is  short,  and  is  attached 
to  the  body  by  a  kind  of  stalk.  The  tentacles  are 
long  and  slender.  Both  sexes  are  united  in  the 
same  individual.  They  have  no  operculum.-  Some 
of  them,  when  out  of  reach  of  water,  have  the  power 
of  closing  the  apertures  of  their  shell  with  an  epi- 
phragm.  They  are,  as  a  rule,  herbivorous,  though 
they  have  occasionally  been  seen  to  partake  of 
animal  food.  The  snails  of  this  genus  when  irri- 
tated sometimes  emit  a  red  Uquid,  and  some  of 
them,  if  not  all,  are  at  times  thread-spinners. 

There  are  few,  if  any,  snails  more  suitable  for  a 
tank  than  Planorbis  corneus  (Fig.  130).  It  has  long 
been  a  great  favourite  with  aquarium-keepers.  It 
is  handsome,  hardy,  large,  and  not  given  to  destroy- 
ing useful  vegetation.  It  is  proUlic,  and  ready  to 
breed  while  in  confinement  at  almost  any  period  of 
the  year.    P.  corneus  is  found  in  slow-running  or 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 


stagnant  water,  but  it  is  rather  local.  However,  it 
can  nearly  always  be  bought  very  cheaply  of  most 
dealers  in  necessaries  for  the  aquarium.  It  deposits 
its  eggs  upon  stones,  leaves,  and  stalks  of  plants, 
and,  wliile  in  confinement,  upon  the  sides  of  the 
tank  as  well.  The  eggs  are  contained  in  an  orbi- 
cular capsule,  and  vary  in  number  from  twenty  to 
forty-five.  The  fry  are  hatched,  according  to  the 
temperature  of  the  water,  in  from  sixteen  to  thirty 
days.  The  epidermis  of  the  young  shell  is  covered 
with  a  kind  of  down,  which  has  been  likened  to 
velvet  pile.  The  body  of  the  animal  is  black  above 
and  slightly  greyish  underneath.  The  mouth  is 
brownish-red.  The  tentacles  are  long  and  elegant. 
The  shell  is  flat-coiled  in  shape,  and  of  a  dark 
reddish-brown  colour,  sometimes  appearing  almost 
quite  black.  There  are  five  or  six  whorls,  and  the 
sutures  are  rather  deep.  The  shell  is  sometimes  an 
inch  in  diameter  ;  the  periphery  is  round.  This 
snail  has  a  curious  habit  of  fixing  itself  by  its  side  to 
perpendicular  surfaces,  such  as  the  glass  of  the 
aquarium. 

Planorbis  carinatus  is  also  a  very  useful  snail  in  a 
tank,  and  very  popular  with  aquarium  keepers. 
The  periphery  of  the  shell,  instead  of  being  round 
as  in  the  last  sj)ecies,  is  distiiictly  keeled  near  the 
centre.  Like  P.  corneus,  it  feeds  upon  conferviu  in 
preference  to  growing  plants.  It  is  not  a  very  active 
animal.  P.  carinatus  is  unfortunately  by  no  means 
common,  except  perhaps  in  the  ponds,  ditches,  and 
slow-ruiming  streams  of  the  Eastern  Counties.  It 
is  taken  in  other  parts  of  England,  but  not  in  any 
numbers  ;  nevertheless,  it  can  generally  be  bought 
of  aquarium  dealers.  This  species  encloses  its  eggs 
(six  to  twelve  in  number)  in  capsules  shaped  like 
those  of  P.  corneus,  and  affixes  them  to  stones, 
leaves,  etc.,  and  in  addition  to  these,  while  in  con- 
finement, to  the  sides  of  the  aquarium.  The  fry  are 
hatched,  according  to  the  temperature  of  the  water, 
in  about  fourteen  days.  The  body  of  the  animal  is 
a  reddish  dark-brown.  The  tentacles  are  slender 
and  yellowish,  with  a  pinkish  tinge  ;  they  are  also 
rather  blunt  at  their  extremities.  The  shell  is  about 
^in.  in  diameter,  compressed,  concave  above,  and 
almost  flat  below.  The  whorls  are  five  or  six  in 
number,  and  rapidly  enlarge.  The  sutures  are 
deep  ;  the  aperture  is  angular. 

Planorbis  marginatus  (Fig.  136)  is  very  hke  P. 
carinatus  in  structure  and  habits  ;  but  it  is  com- 
moner, though  quite  as  useful  in  the  aquarium  as  its 
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Fig.  136.    Planobbis  maecunatus. 

near  relative.  Great  numbers  of  P.  marginatus  are 
said  to  be  bred  in  those  reservoirs  in  Yorkshire 
which  are  used  for  coohng  the  water  from  the  con- 
densers of  the  steam-engines  of  the  factories.  The 
tentacles  of  P.  margiiiatus  are  rather  more  pointed 
than  those  of  P.  carinatus.  In  other  respects  the 
bodies  of  the  two  animals  are  much  ahke.  The 
shell  of  P.  marginatus  is  thicker,  and  a  Uttle  greater 
in  cUameter  than  that  of  P.  carinatus,  and  the  keel 
is  placed  nearer  to  the  lower  side  of  the  periphery 
than  to  the  middle  ;  hence  the  specific  name  mar- 
ginatus. The  keel  itself  is  not  so  prominent  as  that 
of  P.  carinatus.  The  eggs  of  tins  species  are  from 
six  to  fourteen  in  number,  and  are  contained  in  an 
orbicular  capsule  ;  they  are  hatched,  according  to 
the  temperature  of  the  water,  in  about  a  fortnight. 

Planorbis  vortex  (Fig.  137)  is  a  very  pretty  Uttle 
snail  found  in  the  slow-rumiing  and  stagnant  water 
of  nearly  every  part  of  Britain.  It  is  one  of  the 
molluscs  which  are  in  the  habit  of  closing  the  aper- 
ture of  their  shell  with  an  epiphragm  should  the 
pond,  ditch,  or  stream  in  which  they  five  become 
dry  during  summer  ;  and  thus  protected,  it  will 
remain  in  a  state  of  torpidity  until  the  return  of 


rain.  The  colour  of  the  animal  is  a  kind  of  violet- 
brown,  the  lower  part  of  the  body  being  of  a  lighter 
shade.  The  body  itself  is  slender  and  the  head 
large.  The  shell  is  thin  and  compressed,  not  quite 
^in.  in  diameter,  a  httle  concave  above  and  flat 
below,  so  flattened  indeed  as  to  cause  the  periphery 


Fig.  137.    Planorbis  voetex. 

to  be  prominently  keeled  at  the  lower  side.  The 
colour  of  the  shell  is  glossy  brown,  and  there  are 
from  six  to  eight  whorls.  The  aperture  is  sUghtly 
angular.  This  snail  lays  about  fourteen  eggs,  and 
encloses  them  in  an  orbicular  capsule.  They  are 
hatched  in  from  ten  to  fourteen  days. 

Planorbis  spirorbis  is  smaller  and  thicker  than  the 
last  species  :  it  is  found  in  the  sluggish  or  stagnant 
water  of  almost  every  part  of  Britain.  The  animal 
is  of  a  purphsh-grey  ;  the  tentacles  are  long,  thread- 
like, and  pointed  at  the  tips  ;  the  disc  is  spotted 
with  black.  The  shell  is  glossy  brown  and  shghtly 
concave  on  both  sides,  or  sometimes  rather  flat 
below :  it  very  much  resembles  that  of  P.  vortex, 
but  it  is  less  in  diameter,  rather  thicker,  and  pos- 
sesses fewer  whorls.  The  periphery  is  very  slightly 
keeled  below  ;  the  aperture  is  almost  round.  This 
species  also,  when  out  of  water,  closes  the  mouth  of 
its  shell  with  an  epiphragm. 

Planorbis  albus  is  a  beautiful  snail,  found  in  the 
slow-running  and  stagnant  water  of  many  parts  of 
Britain.  The  body  of  the  animal  is  greyish,  and 
faintly  spotted  with  black  ;  the  head  is  rather  large, 
and  the  tentacles  are  slender.  The  shell,  which  is 
marked  with  raised  spiral  striae  (thread-Uke  lines), 
is  thin,  brittle,  about  -Jin.  in  diameter,  and  of  a  very 
light  horn-colour.  The  epidermis  of  the  shell  is 
thick,  and  is  more  or  less  covered  with  fine  bristles. 
There  are  five  whorls,  and  the  sutures  are  rather 
deep.  P.  albus  lays  from  ten  to  fourteen  eggs,  and 
encloses  them  in  an  orbicular  capsule.  The  fry  are 
hatched  in  from  twelve  to  fourteen  days. 

Planorbis  lineatus  is  not  a  very  common  snail,  and 
is  found  only  as  a  rule,  it  is  said,  in  the  Home  and 
Eastern  Counties,  and  occasionally  in  Yorkshire  and 
Nottinghamshire.  The  body  of  the  ammal  is  of  a 
purphsh-brown  colour.  The  tentacles  are  long, 
thread-Uke.  and  yellowish-brown.  The  disc  is  small, 
broad,  and  tapers  to  a  point  behind.  The  shell  is 
usually  described  as  quoit-shaped,  and  the  upper 
side  is  more  convex  than  the  lower  :  it  is  of  a  glossy  ; 
reddish-broivn  colour,  and  not  quite  |in.  m  diameter. 
There  are  four  whorls :  the  body-whorl,  which  is 
larger  than  aU  the  rest,  contauis  partitions  plainly 
visible  through  the  shell.  Tlie  spire  is  much  de- 
pressed. This  snail  lays  about  five  eggs,  and  en- 
closes them  in  an  orbicular  capsule.  The  fry  are 
hatched  in  from  ten  to  fourteen  days. 

Planorbis  nitidus  is  found  in  the  sluggish  and 
stagnant  water  of  nearly  eveiy  part  of  Britain.  It 
is  very  Uke  the  P.  lineatus,  but  is  smaller,  is  without 
the  internal  partitions  or  plates,  and  the  spire  of 
the  shell  is  not  so  much  depressed.  The  animal  is 
almost  black,  and  is  spotted  mth  dark  grey.  The 
tentacles  are  very  slender  and  pointed  at  their  tips. 
The  shell  varies  in  both  size  and  colour,  but  it  is 
never,  I  think,  as  much  as  Jin.  in  diameter.  Its 
colour  varies  from  dark  to  Ught  horn-colour,  and  is 
sUghtly  prismatic:  The  largest  sheUs  are  gene- 
rally the  darkest.  There  are  three  or  four  whorls. 
The  body-whorl,  which  is  veiy  large  m  proportion 
to  the  rest,  partly  covers  the  preceding  whorl  and 
turns  outward.  The  peripheiy  is  rather  promi- 
nently keeled  near  the  centre.  The  sutures  are 
fairly  deep  ;  the  aperture  is  angular.  The  eggs  ot 
this  snail,  which  are  about  four  m  number,  are 
enclosed  in  an  orbicular  capsule,  and  are  hatched 
in  from  ten  to  fourteen  days.  It  is  a  very  sluggish 
moUusc,  its  sheU  sometimes  being  found  covered 
with  insect  egg-cases  or  with  confervjei 
{To  Ve  co7itinued,] 


September  26,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


193 


TKOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STKEAMS.* 
By  H.  C,  Ctjtcltffe,  F.R.C.S; 

(Continued  from  page  161.) 
CHAPTER  VIII. 

WOKM-FISHING. 

Worm-fishing,  as  is  by  too  many  considered  and 
practised,  namely,  either  in  still  streams  with  a 
float  or  in  rapid  ones  when  muddy,  is,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  but  Uttle  worthy  of  the  attention  of  one 
pretending  to  be,  or  ever  hoping  to  become,  a 
fisherman.  I  scarce  know  a  more  pitiable  object 
than  a  man  standing  by  the  water  side  fishing  in 
tedious  monotony  the  same  spot,  now  making  a 
throw  upwards  against  the  httle  current  there  may 
be — now  patiently  watching  for  the  bob  of  the  float 
to  announce  to  him  that  a  fish  has  come  to  his 
hook ;  forcibly  does  it  recall  the  graphic,  though 
not  comphmentary,  description  of  such  a  man's 
rod,  which  is  sufficiently  well  known  to  need  no 
repetition.  With  all  these  anglers  and  their 
occupation  I  can  hold  no  fellowship  ;  like  them,  I 
have  been  guilty  of  the  folly,  but  it  was  not  from 
choice,  and  I  never  could  see  anything  in  the 
occupation  in  any  way  coming  up  to  one's  ideas  of 
sport.  A  stupid  float  is  of  itself  a  thing  intro- 
duced into  the  art  which  is  incompatible  with  any 
feeling  of  sport  as  understood  by  any  man  having 
a  capacity  for  the  appreciation  of  the  passion.  It 
is  this  feeling  of  tameness  and  monotony  which 
attaches  itself  to  the  idea  of  the  worm  and  float 
which  makes  the  first  idea  of  worm  fishing  so  dis- 
agreeable and  uncongenial  to  the  soul  of  a  fly 
fisherman.  And  if  I  could  say  no  more  to  you 
than  that  by  applying  the  same  tedious  art  to 
trout  fishing  you  would  find  it  destructive,  in 
disgust  might  you  spurn  my  words,  in  justice  call 
me  a  fisher  for  the  pot,  and  not  a  fisherman  worthy 
the  title.  HappUy  my  acquaintance  with  worm- 
fishing  is  so  foreign  to  any  float-fishing,  or  angling 
(so  called),  that  they  have  but  a  name  in  common, 
and  I  could  heartily  wish  their  titles  were  as 
dissimilar  as  is  their  mode  of  practice — they 
essentially  differ  in  every  way ;  so  much  so,  that 
whereas  the  one  is  a  low  art,  so  restricted  in  prin- 
ciple as  to  be  easily  acquired,  the  other  is  so 
compUcated  and  varied,  requires  such  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  whole  system  of  fishing  to  rightly 
guide  us  in  its  selection  ;  such  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  habits  of  the  trout  to  apply  it,  and 
such  practical  skill  in  its  usage  to  obtain  success, 
that  it  is  a  rich  field,  captivating  and  gratifying 
to  a  fisherman,  and  one  beset  with  so  many 
difficulties  that  few  attempt  it,  and  a  very  few 
indeed  carry  it  to  its  full  perfection. 

I  could  not  consider  any  man  a  perfect  disciple 
of  our  art,  if  he  were  not  a  good  worm  fisherman ; 
he  may  be  good  with  the  artificial  fly,  natural  fly, 
beetle,  or  minnow,  but  if  he  is  not  far  advanced  in 
the  art  of  worm-fishing,  I  hold  that  man  to  be  very 
limited  in  his  education,  and  I  would  recommend 
him  earnestly  to  pay  attention,  without  further 
delay,  to  the  subject ;  and  when  he  begins  to 
master  the  art,  he  will  indeed  rejoice  that  so  rich, 
so  pleasing,  and  animated  a  branch  has  been  opened 
up  to  him,  from  which  he  wiU  reap  many  fruits  of 
pleasure.  I  have  said  I  exclude  all  worm-fishing 
when  the  float  is  capable  of  being  used.  For  those 
who  have  taste  to  potter  about  a  pond  and  catch 
muddy  carp,  etc.,  or  pull  out  a  few  trout  in  this 
way,  books  in  abundance  by  men  of  experience 
may  be  found  ;  they  will,  however,  but  httle  please 
the  North  Devonian,  I  am  sure,  and  have  nothing 
to  do  with  my  immediate  subjects  ;  and  as  regards 
fishing  for  trout  in  any  stream,  rapid  or  slow, 
when  the  water  is  muddy  as  after  sudden  and 
violent  rain,  I  consider  such  occupation  but  one 
degree  remote  from  the  poacher's  practice  of 
catching  trout  with  night  lines.  For  those  who 
would  practise  this  worm-fishing  in  muddy  streams 
only,  I  have  nothing  to  say ;  we  are  dissimilar  in 
tastes  ;  but  for  the  fisherman  who  may  chance 
some  day  to  be  caught  in  a  thunderstorm,  which 
suddenly  makes  the  river  very  muddy,  and  would 
thus  stop  his  occupation  and  drive  him  home,  I 
will  only  say,  the  best  thing  he  can  do  if  the 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter- 
ane,  London.  Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free^ 


water  is  to  remain  all  the  day  muddy  is  to  go  home  ; 
but  if  he  is  determined  to  'remain,  he  may  fish  on 
the  same  principles  as  those  I  shall  lay  down  for 
worm-fishing  on  bright  days  and  clear  streams, 
and  provided  the  water  is  not  rising  he  may  fill 
his  basket  quickly. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  worms.  I  recommend 
the  little  gilt-tail  worm,  which  you  may  find  in 
any  dung-heap  where  decomposition  has  been 
going  on  for  some  time,  but  in  which  there  is  no 
very  high  degree  of  temperature  present.  The 
largest  are  usually  found  in  pigs'  dung ;  they 
should  be  lively  and  bright-coloured — they  cannot 
well  be  mistaken,  as  the  yeUow  about  the  tail  and 
the  place  where  they  are  found  would  distinguish 
them.  These  I  think  best,  but  if  you  run  short 
of  them,  any  other  small  worm  may  be  used,  and 
probably  the  difference  in  success  would  be  inap- 
preciable. One  is  apt  to  get  bigoted  to  one 
particular  idea,  formed  from  habit  or  custom,  and 
if  the  result  or  apphcation  of  it  is  good,  perhaps 
it  is  not  unwise  to  adhere  to  it,  rather  than  be 
wasting  time  and  opportunity  in  experimentalising 
with  unknown  and  untried  means.  I  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  using  the  httle  gilt-tail  worm,  and 
believe  it  is  at  any  rate  as  good  a  worm  as  can  be 
used.  I  have  always  felt  satisfied  with  it,  and 
therefore  had  no  desire  to  try  the  kiUing  powers 
of  other  worms.  But  there  is  one  condition, 
namely,  the  toughness  of  the  worm,  with  which 
is  combined  its  hveUness,  which  wiU  very  materially 
affect  the  success  of  the  fisherman.  To  obtain 
these  conditions,  the  worms  must  be  kept  in  moss 
— not  the  common  green  moss  of  the  trees  or 
hedge-rows,  but  the  long,  coarse,  moist  moss 
which  you  may  find  abundantly  in  any  bog  in 
Devonshire,  especially  those  small  ones  which  are 
raised  in  a  sHghtly  rounded  mound  above  the  level 
of  the  adjacent  land,  and  commonly  known  as 
dancing  bogs,  because  on  your  getting  on  the 
eminence  and  jumping  about,  if  you  do  not  sink  in, 
the  crust  moves  up  and  down  with  your  body. 
You  will  find  the  moist  parts  of  such  bogs  covered 
with  thick,  coarse,  white  moss.  This  is  to  be  kept 
just  a  little  moist,  and  the  worms  often  changed 
to  fresh  quantities.  They  will  soon  get  fat  and 
tough  in  texture,  so  that  when  on  the  hook  they 
wriggle  and  twist  about  and  seldom  break  off, 
which  worms  not  so  kept  are  apt  to  do.  So  fond 
of  this  particular  moss  are  worms  that  I  have 
repeatedly  put  a  small  quantity  in  the  midst  of  a 
pot  full  of  common  green  moss,  in  whicE^^any 
worms  had  been  placed,  and  with  great  rapichty 
every  worm  has  found  it  out,  and  the  whole  of 
them  have  been  aggregated  together  to  participate 
in  the  rich  succulence  of  the  bog  moss.  I  consider 
this  moss  a  great  boon  to  the  worm  fisherman, 
and  of  such  practical  importance  to  him  as  to 
merit  his  attention.  As  to  oils  and  different  drugs 
to  entice  fish,  I  can  only  say  I  never  saw  any 
reason  to  believe  in  their  utiKty,  and  therefore 
have  never  tried  them. 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remabks. — The  river  is  in 
very  fair  order,  though  there  has  not  been  any 
extra  special  sport.  The  best  fish  I  have  heard  of 
lately  is  a  bieam  of  over  41b.,  caught  by  Mr.  F. 
Sands  at  Shepperton.  Instead  of  being  taken  in 
the  quiet  water,  it  was  caught  in  the  fast  water  of 
the  weir.  We  shall  soon  have  the  best  of  the 
Thames  fishing.  In  October  pike  and  perch  fishing 
commences,  and  the  better  class  of  roach  are  caught 
more  frequently.  For  these  fish  bread  cubes  are 
now  the  most  taking  bait.  I  have  been  staying  at 
Ilfracombe,  and  have  seen  conger  caught  up  to 
301b.,  my  largest  being  one  of  81b.  caught  on  a  rod 
and  roach  hook  with  stout  gut.  The  eel  was  hooked 
in  the  upper  lip.  Mullet  up  to  3|lb.  and  41b.  each 
have  been  taken  from  the  pier.  I  unfortunately 
lost  a  heavy  codfish  through  my  Thames  trouting 
line  not  being  strong  enough,  or  there  must  have 
been  a  flaw  in  the  line.  However,  though  the  fish 
was  lost  it  gav  e  good  sport. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  has  rtm  down  very 

fine,  and  roach  have  been  feeding  badly  ;  one,  how- 
ever, of  lib.  14oz.  has  been  taken  with  cheese  paste. 
Dr.  Rigby  has  taken  three  chub  weighing  just  over 
111b.,  while  fishing  with  J.  James.  On  the  17th 
Mr.  G.  Clements  took  six  chub,  best  fish  3^1b.,  while 


casting  with  a  dead  frog  with  G.  Arlett,  and  another 
local  angler  at  the  same  game  with  G.  Sargoant 
took  eight  chub,  best  brace  weighing  61b.  On  the 
20th  Mr.  Fisby  and  friend,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett, 
took  six  jack,  beet  fish  81b.  4oz.  No  barbel  have 
been  caught,  but  a  few  good  perch  have  come  to 
the  net.  There  is  still  a  very  fair  stream  running. 
Henley  loses  this  week  one  of  its  keenest  anglers  in 
Mr.  Couneillor  George  Clements,  who  is  going  out 
to  South  Africa.  Mr.  Clements  has  for  many  years 
been  an  ardent  follower  of  the  gentle  art,  and  a 
firm  supporter  of  the  local  association.  During  the 
week  he  has  been  the  recipient  of  several  handsome 
presents.  The  Henley  Football  Club,  of  which  he 
was  the  hon.  secretary,  gave  him  a  beautiful  dressing 
case,  and  the  members  of  the  Liberal  Club  also 
made  hirn  a  valuable  presentation.  He  carries  with 
him  to  his  new  home  beyond  the  seas  the  heartiest 
good  wishes  for  the  future  of  all  clatses  in  Henley, 
and  his  genial  presence  will  be  greatly  missed  at 
the  riverside.  A  right  good  sportsman  is  "  George," 
and  may  gond  luck  follow  him. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Riclimond). — Since  our  last  report  about 
half-a-dozen  carp  have  been  caught,  their  average 
weight  being  about  3  Jib.  each ;  four  were  caught  by 
patrons  of  Job.  Brain,  sen.,  one  of  them  being  a 
leather  carp.  One  angler  had  a  good  sized  chub 
amongst  his  take,  others  a  few  roach  and  bream. — 
Gaynor  &  Son. 

 (Teddingion  Weir). — The  roach  and  dace 

have  been  on  pretty  freely  the  last  week  or  so,  also 
a  few  bream.  Mr.  Lyons,  in  one  of  my  punts,  got 
two  jack,  4|]b.  and  3J!b.  Mr.  Arthur  Hemingway 
got  one  on  Sept.  20,  7Jlb.  Tides  will  be  all  right 
all  next  week.  There  have  been  quite  a  number  of 
the  small  salmon  taken  during  the  last  fortnight 
here — as  many  as  twenty.  All  have  been  returned. 
— W.  McBbide. 

Aln.— Again  Mr.  Meek  has  killed,  on  fly,  another 
fine  sea-trout,  which  scaled  71b.  This  is  the  seventh 
sea-trout  Mr.  Meek  has  killed  on  the  same  stretch 
of  water. — H.  A.  M. 

Bottisham   Locks   (Waterbeacli)  Since  my 

last  report  on  this  stretch  of  free  water  for  five 
miles  we  have  had  glorious  summer  weather.  The 
sudden  change  at  first  was  too  great  for  the  roach ; 
afterwards,  when  they  became  more  settled,  the 
numerous  anglers  upon  the  whole  had  good  sport 
(largest  fish,  1  Jib.  roach),  with  no  end  of  bags  from 
41b.  and  51b.  to  81b.  each.  The  lady  anglers  have 
been  very  successful  with  few  hours'  fishing  with 
41b.  to  a  rod.  Pike  slow  this  week. — John  O. 
Geobge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  still 
keeps  up  fairly  big,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
several  days  of  good  weather  were  experienced  last 
,  week.  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  had  a  basket  of  twenty 
trout  in  the  Dart,  and  fishing  in  the  Harbourne 
he  creeled  another  good  basket.  Mr.  E.  Distin 
secured  half-a  dozen  fish  during  the  week,  and, 
except  for  this,  very  little  has  been  done  ;  in  fact, 
very  few  anglers  have  been  on  the  waters.  The 
trout  season  closes  on  Oct.  1,  and  the  salmon 
licenses  expire  on  Sept.  30.  There  is  a  lot  of  peal 
in  the  Weir  pool,  whilst  salmon  are  reported  to  be 
very  plentiful  in  the  higher  waters. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  river  has  run  in  nice  trim 
for  angling,  and  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  plied 
the  rod  during  the  past  week,  though  with  varying 
success.  Some  nice  fish  are  reported  to  have  been 
grassed.  The  higher  waters  are  well  stocked  with 
salmon  and  sea-trout.  Mr.  Moore  has  landed  a 
salmon  of  111b.  Sea  angling  has  again  been  retarded 
by  the  prevalence  of  a  heavy  sea  during  the  early 
days  of  the  week,  but  there  is  a  conspicuous  increase 
in  the  attendance  on  the  quays,  where,  though  the 
fish  are  not  prominent  in  size,  they  afford  capital 
sport,  billet  and  flat-fish  being  secured  in  goodly 
numbers.— J.  J  ckson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  changeable  and 
boisterous  weather  has  not  been  conducive  to  sport, 
but  I  hear  some  salmon  have  been  caught  in  Upper 
Exe  waters  with  prawn  and  flies.  At  Cowley,  St. 
David's,  Buller's  Bridge,  and  Wadland  Marshes 
some  roach  and  eels  and  a  few  perch  have  been 
taken  with  paste,  worms,  and  live  minnows  respec- 
tively ;  and  this  also  applies  to  the  canal  where  the 
more  ardent  anglers  have  been  in  evidence  at 
Countess  Weir,  Limekilns,  Topsham,  the  Gutway, 
and  Turf,  and  to  the  latter  noted  whitebait  rendez- 
vous Messrs.  Ellett  and  Matthews'  steamers  make 
some  pleasant  trips,  which  are  much  appreciated  by 
the  Exmouth  visitors,  anglers,  and  others.  The 
Duchess  of  Devonshire  was  to  have  gone  to  Slapton 
Sands  on  Tuesday,  but  heavy  seas  on  prevented 
the  enjoyable  trip.  Weather  now  fine  and  warm  ; 
prospects  good. — -Red  Palmer 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs  and  Camhs). — 
The  little  village  of  Stonea  and  the  neighbouring 
dram  for  miles  each  way  were  crowded  by  fishermen 
on  Sept.  21.  Nine  hundred  and  seventy  anglers 
were  pegged  down,  chiefly  10  yards  apart,  to  con- 
tend for  the  250  prizes  offered,  £120  being  in  cash. 
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Such  a  vast  quantity  of  fishermen  extended  about 
six  miles.  The  first  prize,  which  amounted  to  £10, 
was  taken  by  G.  Harrop  with  5!b.  lijoz.  The  next, 
£7,  fell  to  James  Ratherham,  both  of  Sheffield. 
Most  of  the  fish  caught  were  made  up  of  small 
roach.  It  is  questionable  whether  such  a  numerous 
match  was  ever  brought  off  in  one  day  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire. The  match  was  promoted  by  the 
Sheffield  A.  A.  Not  much  was  doue  by  local 
fishermen  in  this  district,  but  the  locality  is  well 
fitted  for  such  a  purpose  as  a  match.  We  hear  of 
but  very  poor  luck  attendant  on  pike  fishing  which 
was  chiefly  done  od  the  Forty-foot.  Spinning  is 
much  impeded  by  bottom-weed, — Limpet. 

Glynceiriog'  (via  Chirk).— The  Glyn  Valley 
Hotel  water  is  now  ia  grand  condition  owing  to  the 
numerous  floods;  the  river  has  been  very  little 
fished  this  season. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Sport  is  quiet  in  the 
Lea,  the  river  being  gin  clear.  Roach  and  pike 
have  fed  best,  and  at  Hertford,  Mr.  Pratt  has 
caught  a  pike  of  1  lib.  These  fish  have  been  taken 
up  to  51b.  at  St.  Margaret's,  where  a  few  good  class 
roach  have  been  basketed.  In  the  Ware  waters  one 
angler  has  creeled  nearly  thirty  roach,  and  at 
Cheshunt,  Waltham,  and  Broxbourne  roach  anglers 
have  taken  some  nice  fish.  The  water  is  fresh,  but 
lacks  a  good  angling  colour.  Little  sport  is  reported 
among  the  perch. ^ — L. 

Iiittleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — Sport  has  greatly  improved 
since  last  week.  The  roach  have  been  feeding  well, 
and  many  anglers  have  had  bags  from  101b.  to  141b. 
each.  A  few  perch  have  been  landed,  best  fish 
weighed  2^  lb.  Best  catch  of  bream  reported  for  the 
week  was  one  of  101b. — P.  W.  G. 

Lowestoft  and  Distiict. — Good  sport  is  now  to 
be  had  on  Oulton  Broad  and  on  the  river  to  Beccles. 
Dr.  Loveday,  fishing  at  Oulton,  had  a  fine  mixed 
bag  of  ninety-seven  fish,  and  Mr.  C.  T.  Fisher  a 
good  take  of  perch  up  to  21b.  Roach  are  well  on 
the  feed.  A  gentleman  spinning  on  the  river  got 
several  pike,  the  two  best  being  91b.  and  81b. 
respectively.  Good  reports  regarding  pike  have 
also  reached  me  from  Beccles,  and  large  roach  are 
to  be  had  on  the  Geldeston  side  of  the  river.  Bait 
of  all  kinds  is  to  be  had  at  Lowestoft,  and  anyone  in 
want  of  good  sport  would  find  it  well  worth  then- 
while  to  give  this  district  a  trial. — H.  L.  F. 

IiXigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level, 
thanks  to  a  change  in  the  weather  from  wet  to 
beautiful  and  fine  dajs,  followed  by  frosty  nights 
and  foggy  morniugs,  and  it  has  greatly  improved 
the  prospects  of  fishing  in  both  streams.  The  gray- 
ling have  been  more  on  the  feed,  and  have  been 
rising  well  at  the  fly. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— * 
Rivers  are  now  settling  into  good  order — clear,  at  a 
full  normal  level  for  the  time  of  year — and  as  the 
grayling  are  rising  fairly  well  the  prospect  of  sport 
(with  fish  up  to  |ib.,  and  occasionally  larger)  in  the 
near  future  is  particularly  good.  The  weather 
appears  settled,  fine  days  have  succeeded  each  other 
since  Sept.  13,  whilst  the  glass  is  rather  high  and 
firm,  with  wind  for  the  most  part  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  east.  Best  flies  are  Mid  Blue,  Silver  Dun, 
Late  Brown,  Whirling,  Wfllows,  Red  Tag,  and  Green 
Insect.  Sink  and  draw  (grasshopper),  swimming 
worm  and  maggot  may  all  be  used  with  advantage. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Water  in  first-class 
condition,  and  although  the  wind  has  been  severely 
east  for  several  days,  some  of  the  anglers  have  been 
loitunate  enough  to  secure  both  sport  among  the 
jack  and  roach.  Mr.  Hadams  took  a  very  nice  lot 
of  roach  up  to  j^lh.  with  red  worms,  which  have 
answered  for  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  good 
takes  of  roach  this  season  here  in  preference  to 
wheat,  which  is  the  usual  lure.  A  dufl  day  here  on. 
Wednesday,  and  no  wind,  so  I  expect  to  see  a  nice 
lot  of  fish  when  the  pjnts  come  in. — A.  Scard. 

Pljrmonth.. — Still  plenty  of  water  in  the  rivers, 
and  ihe  trout  fishers  are  making  the  most  of  the 
short  time  left,  as  all  the  trout  fishing  in  our 
streams  ends  on  the  30th  of  this  month.  Peal  and 
salmon  fishers  on  the  Tavy  can,  however,  go  on 
until  the  end  of  October.  1  have  had  good  reports 
from  all  the  rivers,  sport  being  good  both  for  peal, 
salmon,  and  trout. — William  Heakder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  trout  fishing  season, 
•now  practically  at  aa  end,  has  been  absolutely  the 
worst  on  record.  There  are  fewer  fish  in  the  river 
than  ever.  Some  of  the  tributaries  are  fairly  well 
stocked  with  fario,  but  these  waters  are  nearly  all 
preserved.  The  new  angling  society  which  has  been 
formed  at  Shrewsbury  may  accomplish  something 
in  the  interests  of  anglers  generally,  but  if  Severn 
trout  fishing  is  to  be  worth  anything  in  the  years 
to  come  the  matter  will  have  to  be  taken  in  hand 
by  a  very  powerful  organisation,  as  all  the  water 
wiU  have  to  be  obtained  on  lease  from  riparian 
proprietors,  much  money  spent  on  restocking,  and 


pike  and  chub  netted  out  under  proper  supervision. 
If  pike  and  chub  are  suffered  to  remain  in  the  river 
roach  fishing  as  well  as  trout  angling  will  be  spoiled. 
Dace  were  at  one  time  plentiful  in  the  Shrewsbury 
reaches,  but  they  are  now  very  much  scarcer^  The 
meres  afford  fine  coarse  fish  angling,  and  the  present 
is  a  favourable  and  agreeable  time  to  visit  them. — 
Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — "The  long  spell  of  wet  and  stormy  weather 
which  has  been  the  rule  here  has  been  succeeded  by 
the  most  lovely  autumnal  days  anyone  could  wish 
for,  and  as  each  day  is  followed  by  a  sharp  frosty 
night,  and  with  all  these  rivers  once  again  in  first- 
rate  condition  for  the  fly,  angling  is  now  carried  on 
under  the  most  pleasant  surroundings.  One  local 
angler — too  modest  to  allow  his  name  to  appear  in 
print,  but  who  is  well-known  to  all  the  angling 
fraternity — has  had  excellent  sport  recently,  and 
more  especially  with  grayling  in  the  Vyrnwy  and 
Tanat. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  — Weather  very  un- 
settled, and  with  the  water  sometimes  thick  and 
the  next  day  clear  sport  has  been  very  uncertain. 
A  few  decent  bags  of  roach  have  been  made  up  to 
161b.,  the  best  fish  I  have  seen  being  one  of  lib. 
14oz.  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Hunt.  Bream  have  com- 
pletely gone  off  feed,  a  few  have  been  taken  up  to 
4Jlb.  1  am  afraid  nothing  much  will  be  done  until 
we  get  some  colder  weather.  Some  few  jack  have 
been  taken  up  to  5.b.,  and  some  good  sport  should 
be  had  as  the  river  is  practically  free  from  weeds. — 
W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
With  a  week's  freedom  from  rain  and  wind  storms 
rivers  are  in  excellent  order.  Roach  up  to  IJlb. 
have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse,  and  a  nice  pike  of 
8Jlb.  is  notified  from  the  Fletching  portion  of  the 
water.  A  few  pike  up  to  3|-lb.  have  been  cap- 
tured in  the  Adur  near  Hendeld,  and  from  the 
Steyning  district  roach  and  dace.  The  canal 
at  Chichester  is  yielding  a  number  of  eels.  One 
sportsman  (?)  has,  within  the  past  six  weeks, 
taken  close  upon  l^cwt.  with  night  lines,  some 
few  eels  weighing  close  upon  41b.  An  occasional 
pike  falls  to  the  lot  of  these  fishermen.  A  few  pike, 
up  to  51b.,  have  been  taken  with  live  gorge,  but 
legitimate  anglers  cannot  keep  pace  with  the  bank 
liners.  Bream  up  to  2 Jib.,  perch  of  21b.,  and  pike 
of  51b.  have  been  taken  with  rod  and  line,  (jrey 
mullet  and  bass  are  plentiful  on  the  coast  and  in 
the  harbours — the  netsrnen  have  taken  mullet  up 
to  3Jlb.,  and  baas  of  V^-lb.  The  weather  is  more 
settled,  and  sport  promising. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi.  (Llandyssil).  —  River  in  grand  trim,  and 
sport  during  the  week  excellent.  Thirteen  salmon 
landed  from  (51b.  to  181b.  out  of  the  Porth  water 
and  opposite  side.  Most  caught  with  the  fly,  but  a 
few  with  the  minnow.  River  full  of  [fish,  and|  sport 
must  be  good  for  the  remainder  of  the  season  which 
ends  Oct.  31.— Vic. 

Teign. — ^Two  lovely  salmon  have  been  landed  by 
a  gentleman  stopping  at  Chudleigh  during  the  week, 
one  of  the  fish  scaling  161b. — ^Devonian. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Tame  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  has  greatly 
improved  since  last  week,  it  now  being  in  capital 
order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  beautiful  and  fine  during  the  day,  followed 
by  frost  at  nights  and  foggy  mornings;  it  has 
brought  grayling  now  well  on  the  move,  and  they 
have  been  rising  well  between  11  and  4  in  the  day. 
A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have 
used  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Twist, 
Whirling  Blue,  Hare's  Ear,  and  August  and 
September  Duns.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm  and 
maggot  has  accounted  for  some  good  roach,  dace, 
chub  and  perch,  and  a  few  eels.  Trout  fishing  ends 
with  this  month;  two  or  three  fish  have  been  landed 
this  week  which  showed  signs  of  going  out  of  season. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 

run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  is  in  good  order  for 
either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has  taken 
up  beautiful  and  fine,  with  foggy  mornings,  and  the 
grayling  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly  at  midday. 
Angling  has  been  better  this  week.  A  good  few 
rods  have  been  out,  and  used  Whirling  Blue,  Silver 
Dun,  Red  Tag,  Willows,  and  August  Dun,  which 
are  the  best  killers,  and  several  very  nice  lots  of 
good-sized  fish  have  been  landed, — Worcester, 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers.— Splendid  fly  waters  are  running.  The 


Grayling  Kishinq. — Having  had  more  experience  since  185G 
as  a  grayling  flslier  than  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  liies  and  tackle  for  any  river  in  tlie  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  giayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horseliair,  at  23.  per  dozen.  Pionipt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  ;  "  Piscator,  Leeds. 


South  Tyne  in  the  Haydon  Bridge  district  has  been 
fishing  well,  and  a  good  number  of  sea-trout,  grilse, 
and  salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rod,  ranging  from  21b. 
to  101b.  Mr.  Webster,  fishing  his  own  water  on  the 
Rede,  has  killed  several  sea-trout  and  salmon  on 
fly  ;  Mr.  Simpson,  fishing  the  George  Hotel  waters, 
North  Tyne,  killed  twenty-four  fish,  dace  and  trout ; 
and  Mr.  Pringle  a  similar  basket  of  twenty-seven. 
South  Tyne  anglers  above  Warden  Dam  have  been 
having  a  good  time  of  it;  the  past  heavy  floods  have 
brought  up  an  unusually  large  run  of  salmon  and 
sea-trout,  and  in  the  Haydon  Bridge  district  there 
has  baen  a  good  deal  of  fishing  done.  Two  good 
baskets  of  coarse  fish  were  killed  on  the  Hexham 
waters,  Mr.  Hutton,  28  fish,  and  Mr.  Trotter,  a  novice 
in  the  gentle  craft,  killed  ten  fish.  Mr.  Reed,  fishing 
a  stretch  of  the  Tyne  on  Sept.  15,  killed  with  fly 
two  salmon,  151b.  and  25ib.  ;  on  the  16th,  three 
salmon,  181b.,  18Jlb.,  and  221b.,  the  killing  fly 
being  the  Wilkinson.  The  Coquet. — Mr.  Scott, 
Gateshead,  killed  on  prawn  two  good  salmon  ; 
Major  Orde,  with  fly,  killed  tw  j  salmon  ;  Mr.  Rumor 
killed  two  on  prawn  and  one  on  fly ;  Mr.  R.  T. 
White,  of  Gateshead,  fishing  a  preserved  stretch  on 
the  Winsbeck,  had  a  capital  day's  sport,  killing 
twenty-two  fine  trout;  two  of  them  scaled  18oz. 
each.  —  Henry  A.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Witham    Conservancy    (Mid    Lines).— The 

weather  has  taken  a  more  favourable  turn  during 
the  last  week.  The  water  is  in  first-class  condition. 
The  best  sport  which  rewarded  anglers  was  under- 
taken at  Dogdyke.  Fishing  at  Chapel  Hill,  one 
angler  got  some  nice  pike,  running  up  to  9ib.  One 
fish  was  caught  by  a  Sheffield  visitor  which  scaled 
141b.  Roach  fishing  has  not  been  very  successful, 
but  worm  anglers  have  done  very  well,  principally 
about  Bardaey.  There  some  good  fish  were  also 
caught  in  the  Sincil  Dyke.  News  is  very  quiet 
from  the  Boston  end,  but  we  heard  of  a  good  take 
at  Anton  Gowts.  There  was  a  match  at  Southrey, 
but  21b.  lOoz.  was  among  the  best  weights. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  now  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  good  sport  may  be 
expected  after  such  a  long  wet  time.  Although  the 
streams  are  rather  heavy,  the  sides  and  tails  of 
streams  and  the  deep  glidings  will  fish  all  right, 
Mr.  W.  Kirkland  and  a  friend  fished  the  Darley- 
dale  Club's  Water  on  Sept.  19,  the  former  landing 
six  brace,  and  the  latter  four  brace ;  also  Mr.  W. 
Dale,  three  brace.  The  greater  part  of  these  were 
taken  with  a  small  red  worm.  The  trout  season  is 
fast  drawing  to  a  close,  Sept.  30  being  the  last  day. 
October  is  the  best  month  for  grayling  with  the  fly. 
Flies — Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Apple  Green, 
Grey  Palmer,  October  Dun,  and  Claret  Bumble. 
— Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfs,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks), — All  the  rivers  are  now  running  very 
low  and  clear.  During  the  last  few  days  the 
weather  has  been  very  genial.  Anglers  have 
been  fairly  well  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore  at  Hawes,  Askrigg,  and  Aysgarth.  At 
Wensley  and  Middleham  fair  sport  has  been 
met  with  by  the  local  anglers.  Grayling  are 
rising  freely  and  good  dishes  have  been  made. 
In  the  districts  of  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon 
sport  has  varied.  Coarse  fishing  has  been  good  in 
the  lower  reaches  at  Boroughbridge  and  Myton. 
The  Swale  is  running  in  fine  trim.  Good  baskets  of 
trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught  in  the  upper 
reaches.  Last  week  Mr.  Hardcastle  had  good  sport 
with  the  fiy,  killing  105  trout  and  grayling,  the  best 
flies  being  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Water-hen  Bloa,  and 
Snipe  Bloa.  Sport  was  good  at  Catterick  Bridge, 
Scorton,  andEllerton.  Good  baskets  have  been  made 
amongst  the  coarse  fish  at  Baldersby  and  Braffer- 
ton.  The  Wharfe  is  low  and  clear ;  sport  has  been 
fair.  At  Appletreewick,  Burnsall,  and  Bolton 
Woods  good  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  have 
been  made  with  the  fly.  Sport  has  only  been 
moderate  in  the  district  of  Pool  and  Harewood. 
Sport  has  been  good  amongst  the  roach,  dace, 
and  chub  in  the  lower  reaches  at  Tadcaster  and 
UUeskelf.  The  Derwent  is  fishing  fairly  well  in 
the  upper  reaches  at  Yeddingham,  Malton,  Stam- 
ford Bridge,  and  Hutton's  Ambro.  The  Ouse  has 
been  patronised  by  a  great  number  of  anglers. 
Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  fair,  angling  matches 
being  held  there  daily  at  present.  It  is  estimated 
that  close  upon  500  anglers  were  there  last 
week-end.  On  Monday,  at  Keighley  Police 
Court,  Jos.  Guest  and  his  son  were  summoned 
for  fishing  for  trout  in  the  Aire  at  Otley  without 
a  licence  on  Aug.  25.  The  defendant  R.  Guest 
exhibited  two  day  licences  which  he  obtained 
at  the  Roebuck  Inn,  Otley.  The  Fishery  Board's 
bailiff  said  these  were  available  for  private  waters 
only,  and  to  fish  where  they  were  found  the 
defendants  required  the  Yorks  Fishery  Board's 
licences.  The  chairman  (Alderman  B.  S.  Brigg)  said 
that  if  so  the  defendants  would  have  been  cleverer 
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than  he  was,  as  h3  should  certainly  have  supposed 
with  such  permits  that  he  would  have  been  entitled 
to  fish  where  they  did.  A  nominal  flue  of  23.  6d., 
including  costs,  would  be  imposed.  —  John  E. 
MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Since  last  report  the  following  sport  has  been 
obtained:— On  Aug.  29,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  had  thirty  trout,  lllb. , 
and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crossley,  twenty-six  trout,  81b. 
On  Aug.  31,  Mr.  Simmond,  London,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  thirty-three  trout,  lOJIb.  ;  Messrs.  Anderson 
and  Clark,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  one  dozen,  8ilb. ; 
Messrs.  H.  and  J.  Ramforth,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty - 
two  trout,  101b.  ;  and  Dr.  and  Messrs.  Crossley, 
on  Loch  Mheallain,  eighty  trout,  201b.  On 
Sept.  2,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Crossley,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
forty-four  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Cama,  nineteen,  19^1b. ;  Mr.  Simmond, 
London,  twelve,  6^1b. ;  and  Messrs.  Henderson  and 
Clark,  London,  thirty,  101b.  On  the  3rJ,  Mr. 
Simmond  had  thirty-two  nice  trout  on  Loch  Cama. 
Since  then,  Mr.  Egerton,  Mr.  Cruford,  Mr.  Whyte, 
Mr.  Morrish,  Mr.  Welch,  Mr.  Simmond,  Dr.  Hutchi- 
son, Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drury,  ard  others 
too  numerous  to  mention  have  enjojed  excellent 
sport,  of  which  full  details  cannot  be  given. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Fly  fishing  is  now 
only  permissible  on  these  rivers  till  the  season 
closes  on  Nov.  1,  as  the  bait  fishing  ended  on 
Tuesday.  The  rivers  are  running  low,  and  although 
a  great  many  salmon  are  in  the  lower  reaches  at 
and  below  Longtown,  they  are  shy  at  taking,  and 
seem  disinclined  to  proceed  to  the  upper  reaches 
until  there  is  a  rise  in  the  waters  A  few  salmon 
have  been  got  in  the  reseived  water,  and  two  or 
three  in  the  association  portion  of  the  Esk  at  the 
close  of  last  week.  Fishing  at  Longtown  Bridge, 
Prince  S3  an  Ullan  Meerza,  staying  at  the  Graham 
Arms  Hotel,  Longtown,  landed  a  salmon  of  131b.  in 
the  hotel  stretch  of  water.  On  Tuesday  (Sept.  22), 
Mr.  D.  Ellijt,  Langholm,  had  one  of  101b.  in  the 
upper  waters,  and  on  the  previous  day  Mr.  C.  Elliot 
killed  one  of  71b.  in  Langholm  water;  Mr.  F.  Bell 
had  a  sea-trout,  3|lb.,  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  in 
the  same  water  Mr.  W.  Ross  creeled  two  fine  sea- 
trout.  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  sen.,  had  three  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling  in  Langholm  water. 
Fishing  at  Glenfirra,  an  angler  had  three  sea- 
trout  and  half-a-dozen  herling.  Mr.  J.  Johnstone 
had  three  sea-trout  at  Skippers  Bridge.  Mr.  F. 
Charlton  caught  a  small  salmon  at  Glenfirra.  Mr! 
Thos.  Morrison,  jun.,  caught  three  sea-trout  and 
eight  herling,  Mr.  J.  Scott  caught  six  herling  in 
Langholm  Water,  Mr.  J.  Jackson  had  two  sea-trout 
and  nine  herling.  Fishing  in  Canonbie  Water,  an 
angler  had  a  grilse,  4Jlb.,  a  sea-trout,  and  five 
herling  at  a  fishing.  Mr.  Manvers  Hastings  killed  a 
salmon  weighing  81b.  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk, 
and  another  angler  caught  a  salmon  at  Todholes. 
Mr.  G.  Elliot,  London,  had  a  sea-trout,  2|lb., 
and  several  herling  in  Canonbie  Water.  Mr! 
J.  Graham  caught  a  salmon  of  16:b.  with  fly 
in  the  mid  reaches,  Mr.  S.  McKune,  jun.,  caught  a 
sea-trout  and  three  herling  in  Canonbie  Water; 
Mr.  A.  Keen  had  a  grilse,  4^1b,,  and  some  herling '; 
Mr.  J ames  Scott,  CJaygates,  creeled  two  sea-trout 
and  four  herling  abave  Canonbie  Bridge;  Mr.  D. 
Anderson  had  three  sea  trout  and  six  herling  in  the 
same  water  ;  Mr.  Lock  had  a  basket  of  four  sea- 
trout  i.nd  seven  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Murray  caught  a 
small  salmon  below  Canonbie  Bridge ;  Mr.  R. 
Neilson  had  four  sea-trout  and  ten  herling;  Mr.  j! 
Steel  a  fairly  good  basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling ; 
Mr.  W.  Riddle  three  sea-trout  and  ten  herling; 
Mr.  Jas.  Armstrong  a  good  basket  of  sea-trout  an 
he.  mg;  Mr.  D.  Edgar  two  sea-trout  and  ten 
herliog;  Mr.  A.  Porteous  three  sea  -  trout  and 
twelve  herhng.  Fairly  good  sport  has  been  had  in 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle  by  Messrs.  Jas.  Littb 


J.  Walker,  and  W.  Strong;  while  in  the  lower 
reaches  Messrs.  J.  Graham,  T.  Steel,  Wm.  John- 
stone and  others  have  been  fairly  successful. — 

GiLNOCKlE. 

Deveron  (BanflEshire).— Mr.  Porter's  fishings.— 
The  river  was  in  good  trim  during  part  of  the  past 
week,  and  Lady  Bridge  enjoyed  excellent  sport. 
Hpr  record  is  as  follows  :  — S»pt.  14,  one  salmon 
261b. ;  15th,  two,  201b.  and  291b.  ;  16th,  two,  6ib' 
and21^lb.  ;  17th,  two,  61b.  and  ISJlb.— making  a 
total  for  four  days'  fishing  of  seven  salmon,  scaling 
1 271b  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  beat,  the  Right  Hon. 
J.  W.  Mellor,  K.C.,  M.P,.  killed  a  beauty  of  241b  ; 
and  Mr,  J.  P.  Mellor  had  a  couple  weighing  15,Ub! 
and  17 Jib.  respectively. — X. 

 This  river  has  been  in  splendid  fishing  order 

for  same  time,  and  capital  sport  has  been  obtained 
by  anglers.  On  the  Huntly  Water,  on  Sept.  14, 
Mr.  Cruickshank  had  a  fine  fish  of  191b.,  and  Mr. 
MacKenzie  one  of  161b. ;  on  Sept.  15  Mr.  Davidsoii 
had  two  fish  of  5Ib.  and  61b.,  and  on  Sept.  16  one 
of  171b.  ;  on  the  same  date,  Mr.  Gray  had  a  beauty 
of  191b.  ;  Mr.  Rough,  one  of  lllb.  ;  and  Mr.  Milne 
one  of  5!b.  On  Sept.  17  Mr.  Liddle  had  a  fish  of 
51b.,  and  Mr.  Leslie,  one  of  91b.  On  Sept.  19 
Mr.  Low  had  a  fish  of  41b.  ;  Mr.  Merton,  one 
of  121b.  ;  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  one  of  61b.  On 
Sept.  16  Lady  Bridge  had  a  large  fish  of 
291b.,  and  on  the  17th  one  of  261b.  On  the 
17th,  on  Avochie  water.  Mr.  Farquhar,  the  keeper, 
had  a  fish  of  191b.  At  Netherdale,  on  the  16th, 
several  fish  were  killed,  the  heaviest  scaling 
17Ib.  and  20  b.  On  the  17th,  at  Laithera,  Sir  A. 
Kekewich  had  a  fine  fish  of  221b. ;  on  the 
Ardunddle  water,  Mr.  J.  A.  Milne  had  one  of  211b  ; 
On  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water,  Banff,  Mr.  James 
Munro,  gillie  to  Mr.  Chisholm,  landed  a  salmon  on 
the  17th  weighing  6Jlb.,  and  on  the  18th  one  of 
191b.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  also  been 
caught  on  the  Deveron  and  on  the  burn  of  King 
Edward.— H.  W. 

Earn. — The  river  has  now  fallen  to  its  summer 
level,  and  a  flood  is  anxiously  awaited.  The  tem- 
perature for  the  week  has  risen  from  44  degrees 
to  52  degrees.  Fishing  Dupplin  reserved  water, 
rented  by  Lord  Wolverton.  Mr.  Greville  had, 
Sept.  15,  four  fish,  of  4Jlb.,  61b,,  lllb.,  and  171b., 
and  on  16i,h  one  of  7Jlb.  On  17th  Lord  Wolvorton 
landed  one  fish  of  61b  ,  and  Mr.  Greville  another  of 
71b.  On  the  18  h,  Mr.  Greville  had  other  two  of 
61b.  and  81b,,  and  on  the  21st  the  Dake  of  Ddvon- 
shire  landed  two  fish  of  25ilb.  and  8ib. — A  A. 

Hebridean  Sportingr  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  for  week  ending  Sept.  18 
by  anglers  residing  in  Rodel  House  has  been 
ninety-two  sea-trout.  671b.  9oz. ;  by  anglers  re- 
siding in  Finsbay  Lodge,  two  salmjn,  9ib.  ;  sixty- 
five  sea-trout,  371b.  4oz, — G.  D.  Stiblino. 

Isla (Perthshire).— Gjod  baskets  have  been  got 
lately  on  the  Isla,  and  for  nearly  a  fortnight  the 
weather  conditions  have  been  pleasant ;  the  rain 
torrents  have  given  way  to  fine  breezy  weather.  A 
basket  of  fine  sized  and  well-canditioned  trout  was 
got  by  Rev.  D.  Macmillan  and  Mrs.  Macmillan,  and 
Miss  Watt,  Careston  Manse ;  and  good  takes  have 
been  got  by  Mr.  Jeffrey,  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Usher,  of 
Brewlands  Shootings,  got  a  4  pounder,  wiih  a  red 
hackle  and  yellow  body,  on  Sept.  19.  Owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  grouse,  shooters  are  devoting  more 
attention  to  angling  than  usual.  Mr.  Lambert's 
Glenisla  House  Moor  party  have  killed  some 
beauties  on  Auchintaple  Loch  lately. — Iasgaib. 

Iiochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  Sept.  14,  Mr. 
Hills,  ten  trout,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  ten  trout,  4|lb  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Anderson,  one  salmon,  8|lb.,  and  one 
grilse,  61b.  ;  Messrs.  Lovell  (sea  fishing),  167  fish, 
various.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  Anderson,  nine  trout, 
4Ib.;  Mr.  Dugard,  five  trout;  Mr.  Goodall,  four  sea- 
trout,  31b.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Goodall,  four  trout, 
21b.  ;  Mr.  Lovell,  one  sea-trout,  fib.  ;  Mr.  Dugard 
(sea  fishing),  fifty  fish,  various.  On  the  17th,  Mr. 
Skirmer,  twenty-one  trout,  7Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Shipman, 
one  grilse,  61b.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  Skinner,  fifteen 
trout,  ojlh.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  one  sea-trout,  fib.  On 
the  1 9th,  Mr.  Skinner,  seventeen  trout,  5J.b.  ;  Mr. 
Goodall.  one  sea-trout,  fib. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Overscaigf  Hotel  Waters  (Lairgr,  N.  B.).  — 
On  August  31  Captain  Paulet,  Warwick,  landed  a 
salmon  of  lllb.  on  Loch  Merkland.  On  Sept.  9 
Mr.  K.  Mackay  landed  an  lllb.  salmon  on  river 
Merk'aad.  On  9th  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowland  Hudson, 
Nairn,  landed  five  sea- trout,  61b.  On  the  16th, 
Mefsr.-.  Davies  got  nina  sea-trout,  81b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  is  a  fine  show  of 
fish  in  the  pools  of  the  different  rivers  at  the  present 
moment,  and  especially  h  this  the  case  in  the  Dee 
of  Galloway.  Salmon  fishing  is  rarely  of  any  good 
in  the  Border  rivers  until  the  middle  of  October. 
The  Annan  is  rather  low  and  clear  for  the  salmon 
fly,  but  in  good  order  for  herling  fishing.  In  the 
Hoddom  Castle  water  last  week-end  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
a  guest  at  the  Castle,  had  a  nice  salmon  and  lost 
wo  others  on  (h;  fly.     Mr.  R,  L.  Co  van  killed  a 


salmon  of  81b.,  a  id  another  gantiemin  had  one  last 
week.    There  was  a  particularly  fine  run  of  herling 
for  this  period  of  the  sea.son  on   Monday  last 
(Sept.  21).      Mr.  Laurie,   Annan,  had  the  best 
basket  of  the  year  with   fly — namely,  eighteeu 
herling    and    four   yellow  trout.     On  Tuesday 
(Sept.  22)  he  took  ten  herling  and  yellow  trout  in 
the  same  water.    Mr.  James  Dixon  caught  eight 
herling  on  Monday  with  fly  ;  Mr.  Thomson  had  two 
or  three,  and  other  rods  had  from  two  to  four 
herling  each.     The  Nith  is  too  low  and  clear  for 
salmon  fishing.  In  the  Cioseburn  and  other  stretches 
the  backenders  are  making  a  fair  sho  v,  and  good 
sport  is  likely  to  be  had  after  the  first  flood.  Anglers 
have  been  obliged  to  fall  back  on  their  trout  rods, 
and  some  nice  baskets  of  herling  have  been  caught. 
The  Galloway  River.s.— Tnere  is  a  fine  show  of 
salmon  in  the  middle  waters  of  the  Kirkcudbright- 
shire Dee.     Mr.   G    O.    B.   Tandy,   of  Annan, 
had     two    salmon  on  Thursday,  September  17, 
with     fly.     Some    of    the    pools    above  Castle 
Douglas    are    well    stocked    with    salmon.  On 
the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  nothing  is  being  had  this 
weak,  owiag  to  the  low  waters  and  bright  sun. 
There  is  a  good  show  of  salmon  in  the  Ayrshire 
rivers,  but  sport  is  poor.     Loch  fishing  in  the 
district  closes  next  week.    In  the  Solway  a  goodly 
number  of  salmon  are  to  be  seen  leaping  in  the 
channel.— Heathehbell 

Standing  S.oaes  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney;.— 
On  Sept.  15,  Sir  Cjlvin  Smith,  two  trout,  3lb., 
heaviest  21b.  On  the  16ih,  Sir  Colvin  Smith,  three 
trout,  4|lb.,  heaviest  31b.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  West- 
wood,  two  trout,  IJlb.  ;  CjI.  Farquhar,  one  trout, 
lib.;  Sir  Colvin  Smith,  two  trout,  IJlb.  On  the 
19th,  Mr.  Barbour,  three  trout,  21b.  On  the  21st, 
Sir  Colvin  Smith,  five  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Barbour, 
three  trout,  2Jib.  ;  Mr.  Westwood,  one  trout,  lib. — 
John  Mackay. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  during  the  past  week  has 
fallen  considerably  and  is  now  about  summer  level, 
and  sport  has  to  a  great  extent  fallen  off  The 
weather  has  been  dull  and  threatening,  and  the 
prospect  of  rain  seems  to  have  put  fish  off  the  take. 
What  is  now  wanted  is  a  really  good  flood  to  enable 
fish  to  move  forward.  Fish  appear  to  be  plentiful 
in  the  estuary.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
principal  takes  since  last  report: — Meikleoue  — 
Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  18,  Lord  Blythswood 
killed  two  grilse  of  51b.  each  Islaiiouth. — Lord 
Blythswood,  fishing  this  water  on  the  15t,h  inst., 
landed  three  salmon  of  16  b.  each,  and  four 
grilse  of  lllb.,  81b.,  61b..  and  7ib,  ;  and  on  the  18th 
Mr.  Mackworth  Praed  killed  one  fish  of  151b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  51b.  Uppeb  Caegill, — Fishing  this  beat 
on  the  19th,  Mr.  Ernest  Moon  killed  one  grilse  of 
71b.  LowEB  Cabgill. — Lard  Blythswood,  fishing 
this  water  on  the  21st,  landed  one  salmon  of  181b. 
Willie's  Stone. — Fishing  this  beat  on  the  17th, 
Lord  Cairns  had  one  salmun  of  19^b.  Uppeb  Stob- 
HiLL. — Mr.  Aichibald  Coats,  fishing  this  water  on 
the  19th,  landed  two  salmjn  of  201b.  and  151b.,  and 
one  grilse  of  7Ib.;  and  from  the  second  boat  Colonel 
Anderson  haJ  two  fish  of  271b.  and  16. b.,  and  W. 
H,  Coats  one  salmon  of  191b.,  and  a  grilse  of  51b. 
On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  one  of  251b. 
LowEE  Stobhall — Fishing  this  beat  on  the  16th, 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  three  salmon  of  20. b., 
19Ib.,  and  181b.,  and  a  grilse  of  91b.;  and  from  the 
second  boat  Mr.  Stephens  landed  two  grilse  of  81b. 
and  91b.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  killed  three 
salmon  of  21ib.,  20;b  ,  and  181b  ,  and  Colonel 
Anderson  one  fish  of  221b.;  and  on  the  same  day 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  had  three  salmon  of  261b.,  191b., 
and  191b.,  and  a  grilse  of  121b.  On  the  21st,  Mr. 
Archibald  Coats  again  had  three  fish,  of  211b.  each 
and  a  grilse  of  61b.  Btjenmouth. — Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff, 
M.P.,  fishing  this  beat  on  16th  inst.,  had  a  grilse  of 
6,^lb.,  and  on  the  18th  one  salmon  of  18lb.  On  the 
21st  Lord  Hardwicke  killed  agrilseof  101b.  Bubn- 
MOTJTH  Stobhall. — Fishing  this  water  on  the  17th 
Mr.  Basil  Muon  killed  two  salmjn  of  16;b.  and  181b. 
On  Sept.  22,  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.  had  two  salmon. 
121b.  and  271b,;  and  on  same  day  Mr.  P.  A.  Richard- 
son killed  one  of  26ib.  Catholes  — Mr.  ArthurCohen, 
fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  17,  landed  one  grilse  of  4Jlb. 
Uppeb  Stanley*.— Mr.  Mason,  fishing  this  water' on 
Sept.  16,  killed  one  salmon  of  131b.  On  Sept.  IS, 
Mr.  M.  Trevelyan  Martin  liad  one  salmon  of  201b., 
and  a  grilse  of  31b.;  and  on  Sepr.  21  Mr.  Mason 
landed  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  121b.  Loweb 
Stanley. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept.  17,  Mr. 
M.  Trevelyan  Martin  killed  two  salmon  of  22ib. 
and  14Jlb.,  and  three  grilse  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  Olb  ; 
and  Mr.  Mason,  four  sajniju  of  201b.,  IS.b.,  161b., 
and  141b.  On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Martin  killed  one 
salmon  of  191b.,  and  a  grilse  of  71b.  Benchill. — 
Fishing  this  water  on  the  16ch,  Mr.  Arthur  Cohen 
landed  two  salmon  of  20ib.  and  lOJlb.,  and  a  grilse 
of  81b. ;  on  the  ISth,  one  grilse  of  71b. ;  and  on  the 
21st,  four  salmon  of  121b.,  191b.,  201b.,  and  2lib. 
— Uppeb  Redgoeton  — Mr.  Arch.  Coats,  fishing 
this  beat  on  the  17th,  killed  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and 
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from  the  other  boat  Mrs.  Coats  and  Mrs.  Henderson 
had  one  fish  of  171b.  On  the  19th,  Mr.  Arch.  Coats 
landed  two  salmon  of  211b.  and  l!)lb.,  and  on  same 
day  Mr.  Daniel  Coats  liad  one  fish  of  15|lb.  On 
the  22nd,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  had  a  grilse  of  81b., 
and  Mrs.  Coats  and  Mr.  Dan  CoatS  a  grilse  of  71b. 
Lower  Redgobton. — Fishing  this  water  on  the 
16th,  Mr.  Dan  Coats  had  one  fish  of  181b. ;  on  the 
21st,  Mrs.  Coats  and  Miss  Hutchison  had  three 
grilse  of  91b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  Bertha.— Mr.  Archibald 
Coats,  fishing  this  stretch  on  the  16th,  landed  one 
fishof  191b.,  and  four  grilse  of  91b.,  71b.,  61b., and  61b.; 
on  the  18th,  one  fish,  171b. ;  and  on  21st,  a  grilse,  61b. 
Colonel  Gostwych,  fishing  the  Earl  of  Mansfield's 
water  on  Sept.  16,  17,  and  18.  killed  eight  grilse,  of 
91b..  6Jlb.,  6ilb.,  3|lb.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  and  5*lb.  : 
previously  fishing  his  Lordship's  water  on  "  Grain 
Head,"  five  grilse  of  61b..  7  Jib.,  7lb.,'101b.,  and  6ilb. 
Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  London,  has  also  had  very 
good  sport  on  Lord  Mansfield's  water  during  the 
past  week.  Fair  sport  continues  to  be  got  on  the 
free  water  at  Perth. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone). — The  river  is 
running  low,  and  a  bit  of  a  spate  is  needed  to  finish 
the  season.  Several  salmon  were  killed  this  week, 
and  a  local  man  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  a 
71b.  "  boddagh,"  a  species  of  lake  trout,  short  and 
thick  in  build  and  dark  in  colour,  and  desperate 
fighters.  The  trout  fishing  season,  now  so  near  its 
close,  has  been  an  indifferent  one. — J.  A.  B. 

Ballynaliiucli  Fishery  (Galway).  —  Rough, 
ptormy  weather  has  prevailed  during  last  week. 
Wind,  E.  and  S.E. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — The  bright  sunshine 
and  east  wind  that  have  been  experienced  for  the 
past  ten  days  have  reduced  the  Maine,  Blackwater, 
Ballinderry,  and  Moyola  so  low  that  salmon  would 
not  come  to  the  fly.  Baskets  of  small  white-fleshed 
trout,  full  of  roe,  have  been  made  on  all  these 
tributaries,  but  the  large  fish  from  Lough  Neagh, 
many  of  which  are  in  the  pools,  refused  all  lurei. 
Tlie  main  river  fell  four  inches,  but  it  is  yet  at 
winter  level,  and  will  remain  without  much  change 
till  the  close  of  the  angling  season.  Little  sport 
was  obtained  in  the  past  week,  as  the  wind 
was  so  strong  that  boats  could  not  be  kept  on  many 
of  the  casts.  Mr.  F.  McErlane  caught  one  salmon 
of  9lb.  on  the  Pontglenone  stretch  ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson, 
three  salmon,  lOJlb.,  lli^lb.,  i21b..  and  one  grilse  of 
61b. ;  and  Mr.  Wright,  one  salmon,  13 Jib.,  and  two 
grilse,  61b.  and  71b. ,  on  the  Kilrea  section.  Not  much 
sport  is  likely  to  be  had  on  the  small  salmon  streams 
of  Ulster  that  remain  open  till  Oct.  31.  as  there  will 
bo  too  little  water  not  only  in  these  but  in  many  of 
the  larger  rivers.  The  east  wind  has  every  indication 
of  remaining  till  November,  and  little  rain  may  be 
expected  while  it  continues. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — This  week  and  the  latter 
halt  ot  the  last  there  was  a  further  improvement  in 
t  routing  on  the  Water  Commissioners'  Dams  at 
Stoneyford,  Woodburn,  Marshallstown,  etc.,  the 
baskets  averaging  from  four  to  eight  fish.  Com- 
paratively little  was  done  on  the  rivers.  Mr.  A.  J, 
Collins,  on  Sept.  19,  killed  forty-two  trout,  from 
|lb.  to  Jib.,  on  the  Braid.— J.  A.  B. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim). — The  Bush  closes 
on  Sept.  30.  A  good  flood  is  required  to  brighten 
up  thmgs  for  the  closing  week, — J .  A.  B. 

Brue  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — The  river 
i-f  still  running  very  high,  yet  Mr.  W.  Carson  landed 
several  salmon  during  the  past  week,  the  largest 
weighing  161b.  Sir  Andrew  Porter  also  caught  a 
few  salmon,  and  Dr.  R.  Creighton  landed  two 
of  71b.  and  91b.  The  angling  season  closes  on  the 
Erne  on  Sept.  30 

Eillary  Bay  (co.  Galway). — Owing  to  the  recent 
heavy  rams  and  floods  anglers  have  been  enjoying 
the  best  sport  for  many  years  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Ever  since  the  royal  visit,  when  their  Majesties 
visited  the  Doolough  and  Delphi  waters,  and  some 
of  the  royal  party  fished  there,  splendid  baskets  of 
white  and  brown  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  lakes 
and  streams  in  the  vicinity  of  Leenane.  At  the 
Letnane  Hotel,  which  has  been  crowded  during  the 
season,  Mr.  McKeown's  visitors  have  enjoyed  seeing 
the  catches  brought  home  and  displayed  in  the  hall. 
During  last  week,  Mr.  Dudley,  of  London,  took 
sixty-four  brown  and  sea-trout,  averaging  2Jlb., 
and  two  salmon ;  Mr.  Lyell,  of  Edinburgh,  forty 
brown  and  sea-trout ;  and  Mr.  Rhodes,  twenty-two 
sea-trout.  It  is  hoped  that  the  good  sport  will 
continue,  as  the  end  of  September  and  the  month 
ot  October  are  often  the  best  months  in  Connemara 
for  angling  and  taking  large  baskets. — R.  H. 
McKeown, 

Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Anglers'  Hotel). — 

The  water  is  falling  and  clearing  rapidly,  though 
the  Cullen  is  still  rather  dirty,  Pike  are  taking 
well.  Fishing  from  Pontoon  on  Sept.  17,  18,  and 
21,  Mr.  Mossop  killed  nine  fish  weighing  70ilb.  (one 
being  19ilb.),  besides  many  under  41b.    A  few  da.  a 


of  fine  weather,  and  excellent  sport  may  be  expected 
on  these  lakes. — P.  Healy. 
Iiongh  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

On  Tuesday  last  week.  Colonel  Carruthers  had  a 
salmon  of  81b.,  eight  sea-trout,  averaging  lib.,  and 
a  brown  trout  of  2 Jib.,  on  Louch  Currane ;  and  Mr. 
Whitfield,  seven  sea-trout  on  the  same  water.  On 
Thursday,  Mr.  Heskin  had  nineteen  trout,  including 
fourteen  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Martin,  a  dozen ;  other 
anglers  out  had  from  three  to  eight  sea-trout. 
On  Friday,  Mr.  Harvey  got  eight  sea-trout 
and  sixteen  brown  trout  on  Lough  Currane, 
and  on  Saturday  twenty-two  trout  (six  white) ;  and 
Mrs.  Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Bartley  six  sea  and 
six  brown  trout ;  and  on  another  day  these  anglers 
had  a  similar  basket.  On  Lough  Currane  on  Mon- 
day last.  Colonel  Carruthers  had  a  dozen  trout, 
including  six  sea-trout ;  Miss  Plant  a  dozen— princi- 
pally sea-trout;  a  gentleman  fishing  with  E. 
Dennehy,  eight  sea  and  six  brown  trout;  Mr. 
Heskin,  thirteen  trout,  averaging  IJlb.  Other 
anglers  out  had  also  good  baskets.  On  one  day 
last  week  Captain  Bligh  had  a  fresh-run  peal  on 
Waterville  river. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Mr.  A.  Gallagher  took  a  nice 
basket  of  gillarooe  trout  containing  eleven  fish  and 
weighing  131b.,  on  Sept.  21  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Phillips 
landed  a  fine  trout  [Salmo  ferox)  of  6flb.  on  Sept.  19  ; 
and  all  the  anglers  out  on  the  lake  generally  had 
fair  sport  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Uoume  (STewtown  Stewart,  co.  Tjrrone).— 

On  Sept.  17,  Mr.  Lanphire  had  one  salmon;  Major 
Massy,  one ;  Mr.  Hallett,  two ;  Mr.  Charles  Mclvor, 
three ;  Mr.  Harmsworth,  seven ;  J.  J.  Sweeney, 
one;  P.  Harken,  one;  Rev.  Mr.  Wynn,  two.  On 
the  18th,  Mr.  Hallett,  ono;  Mr.  Mclvor,  one;  Capt. 
Williams,  five.  On  the  19th,  Mr.  Lanphire,  one; 
Mr,  Little,  one ;  Mr.  Mclvor,  two  ;  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, one;  P.  Harken.  one;  Mr.  Lanphire, 
one ;  Mr.  Dunne,  one ;  Captain  Williims,  one ; 
Mr.  Mclvor,  four;  Harken,  one.  On  the  20th, 
Mr.  Moncrieff.  one.  On  the  21st,  Captain  Williams, 
one.  On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Hainsworth,  two.  The  fish 
ran  from  61b.  to  101b.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holbrooke 
and  Mr.  McPherson  have  arrived  here  for  the  end  of 
season.  Up  to  date  Captain  Williams  and  Mr. 
Mclvor  have  killed  over  eighty  salmon  each,  and  no 
doubt  will  achieve  the  century  before  the  season 
closes  on  Oct.  10. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Olayo). — Salmon  angling  on  both  river  and  loughs 
closed  here  on  Sept.  16  Trouting  on  the  loughs 
is  open  until  Oct.  15.  During  the  week  some  trout 
were  got  on  the  loughs.  Mr.  Bell  had  three  jack, 
9Jlb,.  111b.,  and  171b.  ;  Mr.  Peirce,  four  jack,  71b.. 
8jlb.,  131b.,  191b.  Wild-fowling  on  the  estuary  of 
the  river  is  good. — Pat  Hbarnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  river  has  been 
falling  during  the  past  few  days,  and  is  approaching 
a  better  level  for  the  coming  month.  —  John 
Enbight  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux. — Sept.  20. — Since  last  note  I  have  only 
one  item  of  news  to  mention.  The  "Colonel," 
favoured  by  beautiful  weather,  after  visiting  the 
golf  links  near  Aigle,  went  to  the  Upper  Vaudois, 
close  by,  and  found  the  water  clear  and  trout  rising. 
With  a  small  Soldier  Palmer  he  got  four  and  lost 
some  others.  Among  the  former  was  one  having 
an  abnormally  short  lower  jaw,  and  another  an 
exceedingly  handsome  fish  of  lib.  As  he  was  good 
enough  to  give  me  the  take  (not  being  at  present 
able  to  fish  myself),  I  can  answer  for  their  splendid 
appearance  at  table.  The  large  thick  fish  was  more 
silvery  and  less  yellow  than  usual  when  I  saw  him, 
had  deep  red  flesh,  and  was  as  fine  a  trout  of  his 
inches  as  I  have  ever  seen  caught — one  of  so 
fetching  a  presence  that  I  am  almost  tempted  to 
send  his  portrait  to  the  next  exhibition  of  the 
Dudley  Gallery  Art  Society. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Numbers  of  boat  anglers  were  off, 
about  a  mile  from  the  Kemp  Town  shore,  after  pout, 
silver  whiting,  etc.,  at  the  end  of  last  week  ;  since 
then  we  have  had  strong  easterly  winds  and  very 
lumpy  seas.  At  time  of  writing  (Sept.  23)  the  sea 
is  calm  and  a  thick  sea-fog  on. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — The  fish  are  very  late 
coming  into  the  rivers  Crouch  and  Roach  this 
season.  There  are  a  few  small  whiting,  pout,  dabs, 
and  plaice  now,  and  should  this  weather  continue 
we  may  expect  their  numbers  to  greatly  increase. 
Several  visiting  anglers  were  down  on  Sept.  20 ; 
their  united  catch  consisted  of  about  a  score  of 
pouting  and  some  good  eels. — J.  Wright. 

Deal. — The  weather  these  Itist  two  days  has  been 
very  fine,  water  smooth  and  very  thick.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  Bime  decent  takes  of  good  codling 
have  been  landed,  and  several  good  eels  and  dog- 


fish. Many  good  fish  have  been  lost  through 
not  being  hooked  fair.  Mr.  King  on  Saturday  last 
landed  one  cod  of  8Jlb.  Should  the  weather  con- 
tinue fine,  in  all  probability  we  shall  see  good  sport. 
Favourable  weather  will  be  suitable  for  early 
morn  fishing  week  end  and  next  week. — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S,). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Improved  conditions  of  weather 
have  brought  about  a  material  improvement  in 
local  sport,  and  general  results  have  proved  much 
better,  though  leaving  much  to  be  desired.  Sept.  19 
yielded  but  poor  pier  returns,  only  five  sizeable  fish 
coming  to  hand  on  that  day.  The  20th  brought 
down  some  dozen  visiting  anglers,  but  only  three  of 
them  met  with  fair  success,  the  best  catch  for  any 
one  rod  not  exceeding  six  fish.  Four  pollack,  ranging 
from  lib.  to  2Jlb.,  were  included  in  the  day's  catch. 
On  Sept,  21  the  high  tide  necessitated  the  use  of 
the  upper  deck,  and  general  results  proved  more 
satisfactory,  Mr.  Phillips  taking  a  conger  of  4Jlb. 
and  other  fish,  and  Mr.  Falkner  a  nice  bag  of 
codlings.  Mr.  G.  K.  Clark  hooked  and  landed  five 
pollack,  two  of  which  scaled  just  upon  3Ib.,  and  all 
were  in  splendid  condition.  Sept.  22  again  wit- 
nessed some  fair  sport.  Dr.  Whitehead  having  a 
good  mixed  bag,  Mr.  Glen  a  nice  catch  of  codlings, 
and  several  others  obtaining  satisfactory  catches. 
Sept.  23  proved  a  charming  day,  but  the  early 
morning  fishing  produced  nothing  except  large 
pouting,  later  catches  of  codling  ranging  up  to  51b. 
being  made.  Mr.  J.  S.  Walter  also  landed  a  green 
wrasse  during  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  and  Mr. 
Wilson  a  small  bag  of  codling.  Prospects  for  future 
fishing  could  scarcely  be  better  than  at  present.-^ 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A,S.). 

Hastings. — Sport  from  piers,  &c.,  fairly  good — 
catches  consisting  of  bass,  pollack,  conger,  flats, 
and  pout.  Mr.  Watts,  on  Hastings  Pier,  on  the 
22nd,  had  six  bass,  all  over  21b.  The  sea  has  been  too 
rough  for  boats  best  part  of  week,  but  is  to-day 
(the  23rd)  in  splendid  fettle,  and  boats  have  had 
good  catches.  This  year  the  Assembly  Room  at  the 
Castle  Hotel  will  be  elaborately  fitted  up  as  a  club 
room  for  the  use  of  competitors  and  friends  during 
the  sea  angling  festival.  This  should  be  muih 
appreciated  by  the  numerous  visiting  anglers. — 

H.  DOWSETT. 

Lowestoft. — Silver  whiting  are  now  in  fair 
numbers,  and  in  spite  of  the  rather  rough  weather 
good  takes  have  been  recorded.  The  new  Claremont 
Pier  is  proving  a  great  success,  the  whiting  taken 
from  there  being  very  large  for  the  time  of  the  year. 
Mr.  A.  Haws,  fishing  from  a  boat  on  Sept.  18,  got 
thirty  large  whiting,  and  a  fine  cod  of  7  Jib.  Several 
codling  from  21b.  to  51b.  have  been  taken  by  pier 
anglers,  and  sport  is  rapid  ly  impro  ving.  The  weather 
looks  settled  for  the  week  end.  It  is  greatly  regretted 
that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  will  offer  no  further 
facilities  for  sea  angling  than  those  which  have  been 
in  force  for  years  past.  The  opening  competition 
ot  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  will  (as  already 
announced)  take  place  on  Oct.  1. — H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — On  Sept.  16,  in  beautiful  weather, 
the  bay  looked  at  its  best,  and  a  good  many  boats 
were  out  and  had  very  fair  fishing ;  since  then  the 
sea  has  been  too  rough  to  go  out.  Herewith  summary 
of  a  few  takes  on  Wednesday.  A  clergyman  who  is 
a  very  keen  angler  had  twenty  large  bream  (some 
weighing  from  31b.  to  41b.  each)  five  nice  pollack,  five 
mackerel,  one  gurnard,  and  one  conger;  he  also  states 
that  the  day  before  a  small  shark  of  161b.  weight 
gave  him  a  good  fifteen  minutes'  work  with  the  rod 
Mr.  Jubb  had  eight  pollack  and  two  mackerel — total 
weight  of  catch,  301b.  Self  and  man,  four  mackerel, 
twenty  bream,  two  pollack,  twenty  pouting,  fifteen 
wrasse,  two  crawfish,  one  dogfish,  one  sheu'k. — 
J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Fishing  is  vcy  much  the  same  as 
last  week.  Mackerel  are  still  very  plentiful  but 
very  small,  except  when  you  fish  at  the  bottom,  then 
you  can  get  larger  ones  ;  the  earlier  you  go  out  in 
the  morning  the  better  the  sport.  Bass  have  been 
very  shy  at  taking  the  bait  for  the  last  two  or  three 
days.  A  few,  however,  have  been  taken  up  the 
Hamoaze  and  around  our  piers ;  several  fine  ones 
have  been  caught  at  the  Rame  Head,  fishing  from 
the  rocks  with  a  long  rod,  and  using  the  spinning 
sand  eel.  Not  many  have  ventured  out  on  account 
of  the  very  stormy  weather,  but  those  who  have 
have  been  rewarded  with  some  nice  size  fish.  Pout- 
ing, chad,  and  conger  are  also  giving  some  good  fun 
to  those  who  have  tried  for  them.  The  usual  pier 
fishing  for  pollack  and  mullet  still  continues  good. 
— William  Heabdeb  (B.S  A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — With  better  weather  the  fishing  has 
mucn  mproved,  and  many  boats  have  been  out. 
Those  fishing  to  the  eastward,  off  Dumpton  Gap, 
have  had  good  takes  of  congers,  codlings,  and  some 
nice  flat-fisn  ;  those  fishing  in  the  bay  have  brought 
in  some  very  fine  strings  of  dabs,  mixed  with  a  few 
good  plaice.  Just  off  the  harbour  many  pouting 
have  been  taken,  with  a  few  whiting — the  latter  are 
ate  and  scarce.    From  the  piers  pouting,  flat-fish 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming:  and  trading  in  the  na-ne 
of  Ogrden.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealinsr  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


POPHAM 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE 

MAKER  OF  HIGH  CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 
The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN. 


JA.S.  OGDSN'S 


«' MXJI^XXJlVI-IKr.I*^!^^© "    FTaST   rod,  2X/-. 

JAS.    OGDSN'S   NSW   « INYICTA "   FI.Y    (x<e^isteK>ea),    6/-    pep  doz 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

Tlie  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


PETOL 

I      PETOL  Preparations 


SOAP 

AND 

SALVE 

Preparations  invaluable  for 

Sportsmen  &  Travellers. 

PREVENTS  MOSQUITO,  MIDGE,  AND  INSECT  BITES. 

RAPID  CUEE  FOR  ALL  SKIN  TROUBLES,  OUTS,  BURNS 
SCRATCHES,  &c. 

A  Wonderful  Specific  for  Piles  &  Eczema. 

SAMPLE  BOX,  1/9,  POST  FREE  OF 

PPTOL       I   +rl  CAMBRIDGE,  and 

■    ^  ■  ^lUij  86,  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 


pears' 
Soap 

Speciall;  recoimended  to 
ANGLERS 


BT  THB 
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GISHURSTINE. 

Thp  Best  DBbf>in  fo  Pishing  and 
Shootiing  Boots;  keeps  tihem  dry 
*nd  soft,     Good  for  Harxegs 

WHOlrSALB  PROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  or  TROLLING). 
Made  In  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Peroh,  and  sea  fish 


supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
SiM.  AHOOOK  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  LSE.  4,  Him  Grove 
Feokham,  8.B.   Large  lUe,  1/S  i  tmsll,  1  '8. 


Now  Ready.     Canvas  Back.     Is.  6d.  net. 


WALTON  and  SOME  EARLIER 


ANQLINQ  WRITERS. 

By  R.   B.  MARSTON  (Editor  "Fishing  Gazette") 

IN 

THE  BOOK  LOVER'S  LIBRARY. 

Edited  by  HENRY  B.  WHEATLEY,  F.S.A. 

THE  Book  Lover's  Library  includes  many  able  and  useful  Works  which  have  taken  thei 
places  as  authorities  on  the  subjects  they  have  treated  of ;  some  are  vahiable  works  of 
reference,  while  others  of  the  lighter  character  have  afforded  entertaining  reading  on  bookish 
subjects.  The  Book  Lover's  Library  has  had  a  large  sale  among  collectors  and  bihlio'Tapliers 
both  in  England  and  America,  and  many  well-known  and  eminent  writers  have  contributed  to 
Its  pages. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Duustan's  House  Fetter  Tine  F  C 
  And  ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  Paternoster  Row,  E.C.  '  ' 


MALGOM  &  CO., 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENT(»K8  OK  THE 

"  Tanned    Angola. " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/ 

"Tanned  Angola" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

The   «  Featliex> wei^bt  " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  18/6  &  21/ 

See  Pield,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE.  W.C. 
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codling,  and  a  few  bass  have  been  landed.  Weather 
settled,  week  end  pnspect  good.  -Gbey  Mullet. 

Walmer. — The  week-end  fishing  was  disappoint- 
ing in  the  extreme.  Not  only  was  thi  sea  too  rough 
for  boat  fishing,  but  the  water  was  so  thick  that 
even  had  it  been  practicable  to  get  afloat  success 
would  have  been  impossible.  This  state  of  affairs 
continued  until  Sept.  22,  when  a  decided  change 
took  place.  Wednesday  (Sept.  23)  was  a  very  fine 
day,  and,  except  that  the  water  was  still  too  highly 
coloured,  could  hardly  have  been  improved  upon. 
Many  boats  were  out  (I  counted  some  forty  off 
Walmer  in  the  afternoon),  and  nearly  all  had  good 
takes  of  codling  and  pouting.  The  sunset  to-night 
(Sept.  23)  hardly  indicates  a  continuance  of  the 
fine  weather  ;  but  if  the  present  light  wind  does  not 
increase,  the  water  has  a  chance  to  clear.  Sport 
should  be  excellent ;  it-»  prospects  have  seldom  been 
better. — Chables  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


ppovineial  flfiglitig  l^otes 

rmisi  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  most  enjoyable  change  in  the 
weather  during  the  past  week,  and  sport  on  the 
whole  has  been  good.  The  rivers  are  down  again 
to  their  normal  level,  and  as  the  waters  have  gone 
down  the  angle's  have  not  been  slow  to  take 
advantage  of  the  favourable  circumstances.  On 
the  Avon  in  the  Stratford  district  sport  has  been 
very  good  indeed ;  roach  and  bream  are  biting 
freely  at  the  stewed  wheat.  Sfveral  pike  have 
been  taken  spinning  in  the  Miicote  and  down 
the  river  to  Fladbury.  Sport  has  also  been 
good  at  Defford  and  Bredon.  Some  very  good 
catches  of  roach,  pf-rch.  and  bream  have  been  taken 
in  the  Biaton  and  Bidford  districts.  Sport  with  the 
roach  has  been  above  the  average,  the  fish  running 
to  a  good  size  and  in  good  quantities.  Some  good 
chub  have  been  landed,  but  the  bream  have  run 
small.  On  the  Severn  in  the  Eardington,  Highley, 
and  Hampton  Lode  parts  fish  have  been  biting 
freely.  In  the  private  waters  at  the  first-named 
place  some  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace  have 
been  taken  with  the  maggot.  Grayling  have  been 
taking  the  latter  bait,  so  have  the  roach,  dace,  and 
chub  on  the  Teme  at  Ludlow.  The  Trent  is  now 
in  good  order  and  down  to  its  proper  level.  The 
late  heavy  rains  have  done  much  to  clear  away  the 
rubbish  from  the  river.  Thp  maggot  is  about  the 
best  bait  at  present.  Canal  fishing  has  been  good 
both  on  the  Stratford  and  Warwick.  Some  small 
pike  have  been  taken  from  Wilmoote  with  the  spoon 
bait,  and  a  number  of  small  bream  from  the  lime 
wharf  at  the  latter  place.  A  contest  was  fiihed  on 
Sept.  20  at  Lapworth  by  the  members  of  the  New 
Union  Ciub  for  a  good  array  of  prizes.  Mr.  T. 
Woodward  took  first  prize.  The  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  committee  fished  their  contest 
on  Sept.  19  in  the  Trent  at  Alrewas,  when  Mr.  D. 
Currie  took  the  first  prizH.  The  following  clubs  fish 
contests  on  S  ^pt.  27  : — The  Hearts  of  Oak  at 
Tewkesbury,  the  St.  Stephen's  at  Milcoie,  the 
Deritend  al  the  Ketch,  and  the  Spring  Hill  at 
Bearley.  The  Wreiitham  Club  distributed  t.heir 
prizes  on  Monday  evtning  lust  at  their  club  house 
in  Wrentham-street. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  waters  have  been  in  good  condition  for  roach 
fishing,  and  some  capital  bags  a'^counted  for. 
Perch  have  also  given  fair  sport.  Mr.  Cartwright 
had  a  score  of  nice  perch  wich  the  worm,  most  of 
which  weighed  about  fib  each.  The  writer  also 
had  a  good  time  amongst;  the  perch,  and  while  thus 
engaged  had  an  interesting  experience  with  a  tench. 
This  he  hooked  just  on  the  extreme  edge  of  the  lip, 
but  lost  it.  An  hour  afterwards  he  hooked  the 
same  fish  again,  which  weighed  21b.  5jz.  Not- 
withstanding the  weedy  state  of  the  Forty-foot, 
several  trolhng  rods  have  been  at  work  with  vary- 
mg  results.  The  most  successful  sportsman  has 
been  Mr.  E.  Stennett,  who  has  taken  sundry  fisb 
with  live  bait.  On  the  Witham  reaching  has  been 
most  sought  after,  and  bags  weighing  from  51b.  to 
81b.  have  been  accounted  for  along  the  middle 
reaches. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Spoit  in  the  river  Hull  continues  fairly  good,  and 
several  roach  above  lib.  each  have  been  taken 
during  the  week,  both  by  paste  and  maggot  fish- 
ing. Members  of  the  Universal  Angling  Association 
journeyed  to  Newport  on  Sept.  IG  to  fish  their 
fourth  match  of  the  teflson  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  but  loucd  that  the  salt  water  had  been  let 
in  from  the  Humber,  consequently  only  poor  sport 
was  anticipated   in.     The  first  four  prizes  were 


taken  by  Messrs.  W.  Cheesoman,  J.  R  Ward,  R. 
King,  and  J.  Cheeseman.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Albert  Angling  Association  journeyed  into  Lincoln- 
shire and  fished  their  match  at  Austin  Fen  on  the 
river  Ludd,  and  had  some  splendid  sport, 
Mr.  J.  Thistleton  taking  the  first  priz^  with 
81b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Martin.  71b.  8,Voz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Collev, 
61b.  8Joz.  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Scott,  61b.  6^oz.,  and  other 
competitors  had  fairly  good  catches,  which  chiefly 
consisted  of  roach.  The  Hull  Corporation  Anglers' 
Club  fished  their  fourth  match  at  Hull  Bridge  on 
the  river  Hull  last  week,  bub  sport  was  only  tame. 
Messrs.  S.  Clarkson,  W.  Jaques,  and  J.  Dick  were 
the  first  three  winners. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  All-England  open  contest  at  Barton  on 
Saturday  last  attracted  an  entry  of  253  rods,  a 
result  which  must  be  considered  very  pood,  although 
sport  was  not  of  the  best  Mr.  Geo.  Haywood,  of 
Clifton,  took  the  first  prize  with  lljoz.  Tiiis  match 
has  laid  the  foundation  fionn  whi(!h  a  club  comes 
into  existence  on  Oct.  6.  limited  to  forty  rods.  By 
thi^i  action  Barton  will  be  now  supplied  with  a  good 
angling  society.  The  prize  li-t  for  the  Kearsley 
Anglers'  match  is  issued,  and  Mp.  C.  Murphy  heads 
the  list  with  lOJoz  ,  followed  by  twenty-nine  others 
with  less  weights.  The  l»st  new  club  to  be  formed 
at  Swinton  will  have  headquarters  at  the  Farmers' 
Arms.  For  the  Rope  and  Anchor  A  S.  match  at 
London  Bridge  on  Sept.  19  there  was  an  entry  of  179. 
The  future  of  this  club  from  Warringt  m  is  pro- 
raising  indeed.  Mr.  W.  Miller  heads  the  prize  list 
with  15oz.  for  one  roach.  The  Railway  A  S.,  Leigh, 
had  a  good  entry  last  Saturday  for  th  ir  match — 
forty-thiee  entered  and  forty-two  fished.  Mr.  T. 
Seddon,  s6n.,  heads  the  li«t.  To-day  the  past  and 
present  officers'  match  in  connection  with  the  War- 
rington .Association  takes  place,  and  next  Saturday 
the  open  match  in  aid  of  the  District  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation will  be  negotiated  in  the  neighbourhood. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  quite  a  scramble  to  get  in  another  match 
before  the  aays  get  too  short  or  the  weather  breaks 
again.  The  Union  A.  S.  have  just  had  a  successful 
contest.  Mr.  H>=nshall  heads  the  list  with  16Joz. 
Last  Monday  (Sept.  21)  the  past  services  of  the 
treasurer  were  duly  acknowledged  on  his  leaving 
i>he  club  and  gettinsj  married.  The  Ordsall  Socials 
puid  a  visit  to  Vale  noyal  on  Sept.  20,  and 
held  a  contest,  Mr.  TiUbrook  heading  the  list. 
The  Cornbrook  Anglers  at  Broken  Cross  on  S-^pt.  20 
offr'red  a  lot  of  prizes — towards  £20  worth — to  wind 
up  their  successiul  sj  a^on.  Mr.  H.  Marland  won  the 
first.  The  Ard  wick  A.S  on  Sept.  20,  at  Althorpp,  met 
with  only  moderate  sport,  hut  in  the  end  awarded 
the  prizes,  Mr.  J.  L'=)h  taking  the  first.  Much  the 
same  can  be  said  of  the  Merry  Anglers'  at  the  same 
place,  when  Mr.  G.  E.  Yates  secured  the  first  prize. ' 
The  Bradford  M.C  Total  Abstinence  A.S.  had  a 
rather  unique  experience  in  their  last  match,  only 
two,  out  of  about  seventy  rods,  getting  fi-h. 
Evidently  the  pike  were  off  their  liquor  too,  and 
not  having  hook.  The  first  prize  winner  in  the 
Beswick  match  on  Sept.  20  was  Mr.  W.  Threlkeld. 
The  Duchy  have  elected  a  new  executive,  Mr. 
Ridgewell  is  hon.  sec. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  at  length  settled  down  into  con- 
dition for  barbel  fishing,  and  so  1  aig  as  fro.4ty  nights 
hold  off  there  is  no  reason  why  these  hard-fighting 
fish  should  not  continue  to  feed.  As  yet  the  season 
has  been  an  extremely  poor  one.  At  Shardlow, 
since  my  last  report,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  has 
caught,  amongst  others,  a  bruce  going  very  nearly 
121b.,  besides  a  large  number  of  big  chub,  tlie  whole 
falling  to  the  attractions  of  greaves.  Worms  are 
very  scarce,  and  few  dealers  seem  to  possess  many 
jiontles  On  the  lowe  - Shai  dlow  section  on  Tuesday 
(Sfpt.  22)  Mr.  Edg^r  Birks  creeled  upwards  of  601b. 
of  splendid  roach  with  creed  wheat,  which  has 
answered  well  on  other  parts  of  the  river,  notably  at 
Rolleston  and  Farotlon.  La-it  Saturday  (Sept.  19) 
members  uf  the  City  Piscatorial  Society  engaaed  in 
another  of  their  periodical  competitions  at  Barton. 
Twenty-three  took  part,  and  the  winners  were  : 
1st,  Mr  G.  Allsop,  31o.  15oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  F.  Stapleton, 
2ib.  Iljoz.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  Hemson,  lib.  14|oz  ;  4th, 
Mr.  J.  Bamford,  lib  9oz.  Sixteen  caught  fish.  On 
Thursday  (Sept.  17)  the  society  placed  a  valuable 
consignment  of  trout  (the  gift  of  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board)  in  the  liver  at  Atlenborough. 
On  the  King's  Mills  sections,  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  19),  Mr.  H.  Atkinson,  of  the  Radford  Victoria 
Club,  killed  nine  pike,  best  8|lb. ;  and  Mr. 
H.  Wales,  of^  the  same  s  jciety,  landed,  in  a  neigh- 
bouring reservoir,  five,  one  of  which  weighed  18^1b. 
Mr.  Wales  lost  a  >econd  fish,  estimated  at  201b. 
Some  chub  have  been  secured  by  the  aid  of  wasp 
grub,  and  votaries,  employing  plenty  of  gentles, 
have  fared  fairly  well  amongst  roach  and  dace. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  cold  nights  and  foggy  mornings  have  improved 
the  grayling  fishing,  and  some  catches  have  been 
had  with  the  maggot  as  bait.  Very  few  trout  have 
been  caught,  and  th^  fewer  taken  the  better  now. 
The  rivers  are  in  splendid  condition  and  a  nice 
height.  The  roach  and  bream  are  taking  the  wh*  at 
and  paste  freely.  In  the  Severn,  near  the  Ketch, 
on  Sept.  19,  Messrs.  E.  Tyler  and  J.  Minton  had 
fine  catches  of  roach  ;  and  at  Upton-on-Severn,  Mr. 
Chas.  Evans  had  thirty-three  fine  roach  with  the 
wheat,  and  others  in  the  neighbourhood  had  capital 
sport.  Several  tried  the  fly  on  the  Teme,  but  with 
little  success.  Some  good  dace  were  killed  with  the 
Black  Gnat,  and  a  few  brace  of  grayling  with  Red 
Tag  and  Mid  Blue,  but  they  were  all  under  Jib.; 
some  better  fish  were  taken  with  the  maggot.  The 
Avon  has  been  much  resorted  to,  and  many  good 
catches  of  roach  and  bream  recorded.  At  Birling- 
hara  near  '-Nafiord  "  Mill,  W.  Holden  andG.  Hail, 
of  the  Sabrina  Club,  had  a  grand  lot  of  roach,  many 
from  lib.  to  IJlb.  each  ;  H.  Timms,  141b.  of  bream  ; 
H.  Jones  and  H  Mills,  Ulb.  and  171b.  of  bream  and 
roach  ;  and  T.  Knight,  three  pike,  near  Twyning 
Fleet,  with  spinning  tackle.  The  Arboretum  Club 
had  their  second  contest  in  the  Severn  at  Highley 
on  Saturday  last,  Mr.  Hobday  taking  first  prize. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  club  matches  continue  to  engage  attention. 
The  Clifton  A.C.  terminated  their  competitions  for 
the  seas  in  on  Monday  (Sept.  21),  when  a  large 
must  r  of  members  drove  to  Ledwark  Bridge.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Matson  (51b.),  first,  with  several  others,  showed 
very  fine  samples ;  Mr.  W.  Langstaffe  (41b.  7^02) 
was  second  ;  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Jones  (31b.  5jz.  ).  third, 
was  awarded  the  special  for  the  heaviest  fish. 
The  competitions  of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  A.  C. 
were  concluded  on  Saturday  (Sept.  19),  when  a 
match  took  place  in  the  Derwent,  below  Butter- 
crambe.  The  water  was  greatly  discoloured,  and 
sport  was  only  moderate.  Mr.  E.  Taylor's  catch  of 
41b.  6oz.  was  the  biggest,  and  he  was  followed  by 
Messrs.  W.  Wyrill,  G  W.  Pattinson,  J.  Robson, 
J.  Wyrill,  J.  Mennell,  G.  Worth,  W.  A.  Koowles, 
A.  Turner  Brown,  J.  Allen,  T.  Armstrong,  H. 
Simpson,  and  J.  Johnson.  Dinner,  on  the  invitation 
of  Mrs.  A.  H.  Fletcher,  was  served  at  the  Bay 
Horse  Inn,  Stamford  Bridge,  Mr.  Fletcher,  the 
president  of  the  club,  occupying  the  chair.  The 
York  Affiliatei  Working  Men's  Angling  Associations 
fished  their  annual  match  for  the  John  Smith 
challenge  cup  at  Linton  on  the  19th,  when  the 
Leeman-road  Club  headed  the  list  with  61b.  G^^oz.  of 
fish.  The  second  match  of  the  King  William  IV. 
Club  came  off  at  Ellerton,  when  Mr.  Ambrose  Audair, 
61b.  12|oz  ,  was  at  the  top.  An  interesting  match 
between  the  Cattle  Market  and  Woolpack  Angling 
Clubs  took  place  at  Nekton,  the  latter  having 
31b  SJoz.,  and  the  former  lib.  lljoz. ;  Messrs.  T. 
Miller  and  S.  Codona  were  in  the  van  for  the  Wool- 
pack.  The  Barton-lane  Working  Men's  Angling 
Association  had  their  last  match  at  Newton-on-Ouse, 
Mr.  J.  Atkinson  being  first ;  and  the  Sportsman 
Club  visited  Myton-on-Swale,  Mr.  S.  Smith  leading. 
The  St.  Olave's  Angling  Association  met  on  Monday 
(Sept.  21),  when  the  past  season  was  repotted  to 
have  been  one  of  the  best  in  the  history  of  the 
as.-?ociation. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  wild  since  last  notes, 
and  lake  fishing  especially  has  been  carried  on 
under  great  difficulties.  Sport,  generally  spsaking, 
has  been  backward,  though  fair  sport  has  been  had 
occasionally  in  all  departments  on  the  Connaught 
lakes  and  other  waters  in  this  province.  River 
fishing  has  afforded  good  sport  at  times,  but  many 
of  the  principal  rivers  have  not  been  in  good  angling 
order.  At  Killarney  matters  have  been  backward, 
though  salmon  are  reckoned  numerous  in  the  waters 
there,  and  there  have  been  some  favourable  sp?lls 
when  the  fish  should  take.  Sea  angling  contiuuea 
practically  at  a  standstill,  though  in  sheltered 
localities  on  the  western  coast  some  fair  or  average 
sport  has  been  obtained  at  pollack  and  other  fish. 
At  time  of  writing  the  general  outlook  is  not 
reassuring,  as  the  weather  is  getting  wilder,  with 
heavy  rain  threatening.  Should  the  latter  fall, 
however,  sport  should  be  good  on  many  of  the 
rivers  still  open  for  angling. 


A  SCIENTIST  argues  that  the  Atlantic  Ocean  is 
gradually  drying  up.  This  will  be  pleasant  news  to 
those  who  want  to  go  to  America  but  are  kept  by 
th  ^  fear  of  sea  sickness.  In  two  or  three  hundred 
thousand  years,  perhaps,  they  can  go  over  on  dry 
land.  Steamship  companies  had  better  be  making 
preparations  to  put  waggon  wheels  on  their  vessels. 
Meanwhile,  sea  fishermen  had' better  follow  their 
sport  before  cricket  is  played  where  the  Atlantic 
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Wotes  from  t^c  Wovt^). 

The  Jock  Scott  has  been  the  favourite  fly  on  the 
Don  during  the  past  week.  The  Jock  is  a  favourite 
anywhere  and  everywhere,  and  three  times  as  many 
of  them  are  in  demand  than  of  any  other  single 
sahnon-fly.  ^ 

Mr.  James  Ross,  Treasurer  to  tlie  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Board,  who  own  some  £40,000  worth  of 
sahnon  fishings,  has  compiled  a  most  interesting 
table  relating  to  the  fisheries  during  the  past  ten 
years. 

^  What  is  true  of  the  Harbour  Board's  district  is 
true  of  the  East  Coast  in  particular,  and  the  Scotch 
salmon  fisheries  in  general. 


r  The  average  price  of  salmon  and  grilse  last  year 
was  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  The  two  most  prolific  years  were 
1895  and  1896,  when  the  average  selling  price  was 
12-5d.  and  14-ld.  respectively.  The  two  poorest 
years  during  the  past  decade  ,wore  1898  and  1901 
with  the  record  average  of  19-8d.  for  the  latter  year. 


Mr.  George  Anderson  had  a  fine  salmon  of  81b.  to 
the  Dunkeld  on  the  little  Feugh,  rendered  less  than 
ever  by  the  fine  weather  which  has  now  set  in. 

Grilse,  sea-trout,  and  salmon  up  to  121b.  and  151b 
scale  the  Falls  of  Feugh  in  the  summer  and  autumn, 
but  never  a  spring  fish  looks  near  it  till  June. 


Mr.  George  Davidson,  M.  A.,  Lecturer  F.C.  Normal 
College,  Aberdeen,  had  a  red-letter  day  on  the 
Don  on  Sept.  17.  He  creeled  three  beauties  of 
301b.,  22Ib.,  and  ISlb.  The  thirty -pounder  was 
got  on  trout  tackle. 


Mr.  Chalmers,  late  head-keeper  to  the  Earl  of 
ICintore,  and  therefore  an  authority,  says  that  die 
Don  has  not  been  so  well  stocked  with  salmon  and 
grilse  for  the  past  twenty  years. 


The  Queen  has  sent  a  carriage  clock  to  Lamont 
the  Duchess  of  Fife's  chief  fisherman,  as  a  "  memento 
of  the  excellent  day's  sport  she  had  on  the  Mar  Lodge 
waters  among  the  trout." 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  have  again  contri 
buted   60  guineas  to   the  Dee  Salmon  Fishing 
Improvement  Association. 


The  brown  trout  angler  is  beginning  to  pack  his 
rod-case.  The  finnock  angler  still  holds  on  his 
way  rejoicing,  and  this  week  the  top  basket  on  any 
tidal  I  have  heard  of  is  twenty-seven  fish,  averaging 
about  lOoz.  each. 


The  ordinary  basket,  however,  is  nothing  like 
that,  and  averages  about  half-a-dozen.  The  Hare's 
Lug  is  the  favourite  fly.  The  cold  weather  accoimts 
for  the  change. 


Mr.  Quintin  Dick  has  taken  the  Woodend  Dee 
water,  so  long  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Mr.  William 
Parnell  Watson. 

The  Hon.  W.  L.  Allardyce,  Suva,  Fiji,  has  been 
enjoying  a  well-earned  holiday  at  Quilquhillie, 
Donsido,  his  father's  residence,  and  has  been  getting 
some  fine  baskets  of  brown  trout  in  addition  to  a 
few  grilse  and  salmon.  Special  Scotch. 


dissociations,  etc. 

Anglebs'  Association. 
The  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  occupied 
the  chair  at  the  monthly  delegate  meeting  on 
Sept.  21.  Fifty -one  societies  were  represented. 
Cheques  amounting  to  £46  18s.  for  rents  of  fisheries 
and  bailiffs'  salaries  were  ordered  to  be  drawn. 
A  new  society,  the  Holloway,  was  enrolled.  The 
cost  for  watching  the  river  Lea  between  Aqueduct 
and  Waltham  Common  Locks  from  Aug.  24  to 
Sept.  1  was  £19  lis.  The  whole  of  this  expense 
was  not  borne  by  the  Association,  the  fol- 
lowing societies  having  voluntarily  contributed  : 
Limehouse,  2ls. ;  North-East  Bros.,  21s.;  Blooms- 
bury  Bros.,  20s.  ;  True  Caledonians,  12s.  6d.  ; 
Forest  Gate,  lOa.  6d.  ;  Edmonton  and  Tottenham, 
lOs.  6d. ;  West  Ham,  lOs.  6d. ;  West  Green,  lOs.  6d. ; 
Dalston,  5s.  ;  Camden,  5s. :  and  Brunswick  Bros., 
-53. — a  total  of  £6  1  Is.  6d.  These  societies  are 
heartily  thanked  for  the  kindly  and  practical 
interest  taken  in  the  preservation  of  fish  life  in  the 
much-abused  river  Lea.  From  the  minutes  of  the 
•committee  meeting  which  were  read  it  appears 
that  a  member  has  had  his  privilege  ticket  with- 
"drawn  for  lending  it  to  a  friend,  who  attempted 
4o    obtain    an    angler's    railway    ticket.  The 


question  of  assisting  the  work  of  preservation  was 
discussed.  A  competition  in  aid  of  such  was 
suggested,  as  also  was  the  general  raising  of  club 
standards;  the  rt-plies  received  from  the  societies 
wno  were  circula.  ised  upon  this  subject  indicate  that 
the  majority  are  in  favour  of  a  raised  standard. 
There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  anglers  must — and 
the  sooner  the  better — take  greater  interest  in  the 
preservation  of  fish,  and  it  is  hoped  thac  this 
question  will  be  freely  and  generally  discussed  in 
club  life.  The  visiting  offioers'  reports  show 
that  clubs  are  now  making  arrangements  for  the 
visits  to  be  held  during  the  winter  evening,  and 
early  notification  to  the  officers  would  be  of  great 
assistance.  The  meeting  terminated  with  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. — R.  G.  W. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  SociEiy. 

Dr.   C.    S.   Patterson  presided  on  Wednesday 
evening.    The  agents'  reports  from  the  society's 
numerous   stations  were  read.    Among  members' 
reports  was  a  communication  from  LochinverVillage, 
Sutherlandshire,  that  Dr.  Orr  Orton  and  his  two 
sons,  iu  one  day  took  two  hundred   and  ninety- 
four   haddock,  sixty   gurnard,   five   codfish  (one 
of  221b.,  fifteen   mackerel,  and    fourteen  bream ; 
another  day  stcuring  a  large  skate  with  rod  and 
paternoster  tackle  (1411b,).    From  Port  Erin,  Isle  of 
ivlan,  Mr.  N.  Davis,  tishing  with  his  friend  Mr.  Marks 
reported  a  take  of  2jct9t.  of  mixed  conger,  bream, 
gurnard,  and  haddock,  and  a  giant  skate,  fairly 
hooked  and  secured  by  an  ordinary,  but  good,  silk 
line,  apiece  of  which  was  handed  round;  the  fish 
scaled  1711b.    Mr.  Herbert,  at  Bognor,  plaice  up  to 
2^lb.,  whiting,  conger;  a  cod  ot  101b.  had  been 
taken,  and  bass  of  from  41b.  to  61b.    At  Southwold 
a  member  had  good  flounders  up  to  l^lb  ,  fair 
whiting,  and  a  codling  of  lOJb.    Messrs.  Htirt  and 
Akers,  at  Dover,  including  nine  codling  over  l^lb. — 
one  rod  taking  in  one  day  of  lour  houis  sixty 
fish  scaling  over  301b.,  mussel   bait   bemg  used. 
Mr.  Waller,  at  Deal,  from  the  pier,  four  conger,  a 
codling,  but  no  pollack  ;  conditions  most  untavour- 
able,  water  being  very  tJtiick.    Ten  of  the  society's 
members  had  commenced  fishing  at  Ballycuttun, 
with  good  prospects  of  sport.    A  conger  of  20 ^ib. 
had  been  taken,  and  a  shark  about  8  feet  lung 
hooked  but  lost.     Some  smash-up  of  tackle  had 
taken  place,  two  rods  being  broken  up.  Mr.  Summers, 
at  Weymouth  found  plenty  of  bass  of  from  21b.  to 
4.b.,  one  of  9|lb.  being  his  biggest  fish.  He  reported 
an    interesting    magisterial    decision    there  that 
angUrs  having    a    boat    were    entitled    to  the 
fisu  caught,  a  point  'not   infrequently  disputed 
by    boatmen.     iJr.    Simpson    Ladell  exhibited 
his    daughter's   painting    of    a    somewhat  rare 
and  very  beautiluily  coloured  fish,  the  Opah,  half 
life  size.   Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  then  read  a  paper  upon 
•' Deal  and  its  Associations  with  English  History," 
commencing  with    the  first   Roman   invasion  of 
Britain,  the  lauding  being  effected  on  Deal  beach. 
Desciiptious  of  the  people  and  their  manners  and 
customs  in  those   early  days  were  magnificently 
iliutotrated  on  the  screen  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf'a 
new  microscopical  camera  lantern,  receiving  very 
great  appreciation.    The  lecturer  gave  his  auuience 
no  rest  until  it  really  seemed  that  they  knew  more 
of  the  ancient  Romans  and  Britons,  their  houses, 
their  meals,  their  clothing — or  the  absence  of  it — 
than  they  did  of  their  neighbours  in  Fleet-sireet. 
Many    of    the    camera    illustrations    had  been 
specially  prepared  for  the  occasion ;    both  the 
lecturer  and  tfie  illustrator  must  have  expended 
much  labour  in  their  production.    A  large  number 
of  recent  photographs  of  Deal  and  its  surroundings 
— boats,  people,  and  an  occasional  member's  like- 
ness— wero  projected  on  the   screen.     Upon  the 
proposal  of  Dr.  J.  Simpson  Ladell,  seconded  by 
Mr.  G.  H,  HoA'ard,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Parker,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  and  fiis  son  Ernest, 
was  passed  with  acclamation.    The  subject  of  Dr. 
Patterson's  paper  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  30,  was 
announced  as  being  "Is  Sea  Angling  a  Sport?" 
An  interesting  discussion  is  expected  to  follow. — 
Hon.  Reporter. 

4^ City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  John  Warne  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last.  Fishing  reports  were  somewhat 
scarce ;  however,  Mr.  Salisbury  had  had  some 
profitable  roach  fishing  near  Tonbridge,  amongst 
his  catch  being  some  of  the  peculiar  hybrids  found 
in  that  locahty.  Mr.  Warne,  fishing  on  more  than 
one  occasion  recently  at  St.  Ives,  had  taken  good 
roach,  up  to  nearly  IJlb..  several  fish  going  well 
over  lib.  in  weight.  A  gentleman  was  proposed 
for  membership,  ballot  to  take  place  on  Oct.  6 ; 
several  other  applications  have  also  been  received. 
In  view  of  the  general  outing,  fixed  for  Sept.  29, 
the  meeting  unanimously  recommended  that  the 
society's  smaller  (silver)  medal  should  be  awarded 
to  the  captor  of  the  best  specimen  fish,  of  any  kmd, 
taken  upon  that  occasion,  the  hon,  curator  to 


adjudicate  in  the  matter,  and  usual  C.L.P.S.  con- 
ditions to  be  observed.  There  was  an  interesting 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  the  sturgeon,  special 
reference  being  made  to  a  specimen  recently  dis- 
porting in  the  Ouse,  nenr  St.  Ives,  also  respecting 
bream-roach  hybrids.  Referring  to  the  sturgeon, 
the  chairman  stated  that  whilst  in  Holland  he  had 
seen  quantities  of  these  fish  (alive)  being  towed  by 
boats  to  market  ;  these  were  afterwards  stunned,  or 
killed,  by  a  heavy  wooden  mallet,  when  landed,  to 
facilitate  packing. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  presided  over  the  meeliag  on 
Tuesday  last.  The  programme  for  October  was 
arranged,  and  will  be  forwarded  shortly  to  each 
member.  Capital  baskets  of  fine  roach  continue  to 
be  had  at  Kelvedon,  Messrs.  Hayward,  Gill,  and 
Hicks  being  the  successful  anglers.  Mr.  Hayward 
took  ten  roaoh,  which  weighed  91b.  Mr.  Zerfass, 
on  water  in  the  sjuth  of  England,  took  in  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  sixteen  tiih  from  one  swim, 
all  over  lib.  each,  his  largest  being  lib.  9.loz. 
Mr.  Emery,  on  the  L^a,  had  eight  roach,  weighing 
lOilb;  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  had  a  capital  bag 
from  private  water.  Mr.  Eldred  had  four  brace  of 
trout  at  Chesham  on  Sept.  19.  In  order  to  thin 
out  the  pike,  which  are  in  overwhelming  numbers 
at  Kelvedon,  there  will  be  a  special  pike  outing  on 
Saturday  (Oct.  24)  to  that  place,  and  it  is  hoped 
many  members  will  attend.  The  closing  dinner  of 
the  trout  season  will  be  held  on  Saturday  next  at 
the  Black  Horse.  Chesham,  at  6.30  prompt.— F.  E. 
Eldred.  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  Sept.  23.  Our  dele- 
gate, Mr.  Rayner,  reported  the  proceedings  at  the 
last  Anglers'  Association  meeting,  and  members 
were  very  pleased  to  hear  that  the  feeling  of  the 
meeting  appeared  to  be  strongly  in  favour  of  raising 
the  standard  of  takeable  fish.  The  draw  for  the 
club  championship  took  place,  and  the  locality  of 
the  matches  was  arranged.  Mr.  Attwood,  from 
our  Thaicham  fishery,  has  taken  dace  up  to  9oz., 
perch  up  to  lib.  2oz.,  and  hooked  and  lost  one  of 
the  large  barbel ;  Mr.  J.  Parsons  roach  from  the 
Thames ;  Mr.  Woodruff  roach  from  the  Thames ; 
Mr.  Rayner  pike  up  to  5Jlb.  from  the  Lea ;  and 
Mr.  Shaw  a  handsome  show  of  roach  and  dace, 
twenty-feix  of  the  roach  weighing  241b.  loz. — G.  W. 

PISCATORIAL^SOCIETY. 

Mr.  C,  A.  Stallibrass  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting.  Mr.  Clarence  G.  Snowden  brought  up  a 
pike  ot  lUo.  8oz.  captured  in  private  water  in 
Hertfoidshire  in  a  curious  way.  He  was  trying  for 
trout  with  an  inch  Kill  Devil  when  the  pike  annexed 
the  spinner.  He  played  it  dead,  and  a  bystander 
proffered  assistance  to  land  it.  The  last  named 
gentleman,  however,  was  a  novice  at  the  work, 
and  instead  of  popping  the  big  net  under  the  jack 
"  jobbed  "  the  fish  on  the  nose,  with  the  result  that 
it  escaped.  Four  hours  afterwards  Mr.  Snowden 
went  for  the  pike  again,  hardly  thinking  it  would  take 
a  second  time.  It,  however,  found  the  attractions 
of  the  minnow  too  great,  was  hooked,  and  finally 
netted  by  the  keeper  of  the  water.  It  was  a  beauti- 
fully coloured  fish,  and  the  captor  was  congratulated 
on  landing  such  a  specimen  on  single  gut.  Mr.  H. 
T.  Sheringham  had  a  21b.  trout  on  the  Moor  stream, 
and  several  trout  and  grayling  from  the  Lambourn. 
Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  tried  the  chub  at  Uxbridge 
with  the  fly  on  Saturday  and  had  a  number  of  fish, 
though  none  were  over  31b.  in  weight.  On  another 
part  of  the  Colne  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  roach,  half  a 
dozen  going  over  lib.  apiece. — Hon.  Sec. 

North  Walsham  Anglers'  Outing  Club. 
A  capital  start  has  been  made  for  the  ensuing 
season  by  the  re-election  to  similar  positions  of 
those  who  so  ably  officiated  during  the  past  success 
ful  one.  The  popular  president,  Mr.  N.  B.  Webster, 
again  fills  the  chair,  and  he  is  well  supported  at  the 
opposite  end  by  Mr.  S.  Cook.  The  duties  of 
seci-etary-treasurer  remain  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  W. 
Hayden,  "  mine  host  "  of  the  Feathers  Club  House, 
and  the  harmonious  working  of  the  old  committee 
is  recognised  by  its  re-election  enhloc,  supplemented 
by  Mr.  F.  S.  Woolverton  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Emms.  The 
limited  membership  is  increased  to  forty,  and  the 
names  of  Mr.  W.  Cubitt  and  Mr.  W.  Storey,  of 
Bacton,  Messrs.  E.  W.  Barker,  R.  Chapman,  J. 
Dixon,  R.  W.  Palmer,  A.  Wilson,  and  others  well 
known  in  the  old  town,  figure  amongst  the  newly 
initiated. — W.  Hayden. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional,  ^■uw  Ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  ''  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser  s 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H,  G.  llcClellaiid, 
"Athenian"  of  the  Pishing  Gatette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. , 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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"Solitude  is  sweet,  idleness  is  bitter."  —  Guy 
Delaforest. 


A  WELL-FILLED  room,  a  genial  chairmftn — Dr. 
Pattersdn — a  good  lecturer,  a  splendid  subject,  well 
illustrated  :  these  were  the  facto)  s  in  a  great  success 
at  the  British  Sfa  Anglers'  Society  on  Wednesday 
night.  I  enjoyed  the  show  muchly.  Of  course  I 
had  heard  of  Deal  before,  but  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
told  us  a  deal — ahem! — we  had  never  heard  or 
thought  of.  The  learned  lecturer  has  been  bottom 
fishing  in  ancient  lore,  and  his  erudition  has  put 
Deal  on  a  hisher  plane — Deal  and  plane — I  did  not 
mean  a  joke  there.  The  lani  ern  was  manipulated  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  and  his  son  Ernest.  I  have 
heard  of  "The  Importance  of  being  Earnest,"  and 
agree  that  you  must  be  so  with  a  lantern  to  manage 
so  beautifully.  The  instrument  was  made  by  Ross  ; 
and  if  ever  I  mount  the  iJostrum  as  a  lantern 
lecturer,  may  my  remarks  be  illustrated  by  such 
beautiful  optical  effects,  so  skilfully  arranged  by 
Zaehnsdorf  and  son.  Talk  of  Diogenes  and  his 
lantern  !  Why,  the  classical  old  buffer  can  go  back 
to  his  tub. 

***** 

There  was  one  pretly  picture  not  exhibited  on 
the  scieen.  This  was  a  picture  of  an  opsih — in  oils. 
I  don't  mean  preserved  like  a  sardine,  but  skilfully 
painted  in  oils — half  life  size — by  Miss  Ladell,  the 
gifted  daughter  of  Dr.  Ladell.  The  picture  of  the 
opah  was  much  admired.  O,  pa,  you  are  doubtless 
properly  proud  of  your  daughter's  artistic  talent. 


"Eably  on  Wednesday  morning,"  says  the  Daily 
Graphic,  "  a  serious  affray  between  fishermen  and 
bailiffs  occurred  off  Berwick.  A  party  of  thirty -six 
net  fishermen  were  surprised  by  a  force  of  forty-five 
bailiffs  while  engaged  catching  salmon.  A  severe 
struggle  ensued  for  the  nets,  and  the  bailiffs  used 
their  batons,  some  fishermen  suffering  severely. 
Eventually  they  all  retreated,  and  were  chased  a 
considerable  distance.  A  large  number  of  nets 
were  destroyed,  and  seventeen  salmon  captured. 
Illegal  salmon  fithing  has  been  rife  since  the  Tweed 
season  closed  ten  days  ago." 


BiKMiNGHAM  is  not  entirely  devoted  to  questions 
of  Fiscal  Policy  and  Tariff  Reform.  These  matters 
lead  to  difference  of  opinion ;  but  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  Oct.  13  to  16, 
inclusive.  Harmony — with  a  big  "  H  " — will  reign. 
Birmingham  should  this  year  be  the  Mecca  of  all 
lovers  of  music,  for  the  works  of  Mozart,  Bach, 
Beethoven,  and  great  modern  masters  will  be 
grandly  rendered.  Dr.  Hans  Richter  being  the  con- 
ductor. Madame  Albani,  Clara  Butt,  Ben  Davies, 
and  other  eminent  soloists  will  sing,  and — well,  I 
can  only  say  I  should  like  to  be  there  ! 


The  members  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society 
hold  their  seaside  competition  to-day  (Saturday)  at 
Southend.  Tom  Childs  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
boats.  Hon.  members  should  also  attend,  if  pos- 
sible, as  a  special  prize  has  been  arranged  for  them. 
Mr.  Gus.  Gannell  will  be  in  charge  of  the  party. 
Rendezvous— Pier  Hotel. 


Mb.  Povi^ELS  West  will  read  a  humorous  paper 
at  the  West  Ham  Brothers  A.S.,  Coach  and  Horses, 
Stratford,  E.,  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  7,  at  9  p.m. 
Members  and  friends  are  invited  to  attend. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  West  Green  Angling 
Society  will  be  held  on  Sept.  17,  at  Eastwich. 


The  opening  visit  of  the  season  on  the  South 
London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List  takes  place 
on  Thursday  (Oct.  1)  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  in  Tooley-street.  The  prizes 
won  in  the  Yalding  match  will  be  distributed  the 
same  evening. 


Another  humorous  satirical  illustrated  journal ! 
— Bacchus  a  twopenny  monthly  which  appeals 
to  the  Trade.  A  clever  little  paper,  \\hich,  to  quote 
Shenstone's  lines,  may  "  find  its  warmest  welcome 
at  an  inn " ;  but  will  also  be  welcomed  by  the 
general  pub — I  mean  public. 


Mr.  Edward  Burroughs  (brother  to  that 
successful  angler,  Mr.  Robert  Burroughs),  veterinary 
surgeon  and  manager  at  Mr.  L.  de  Rothschild's 
Southcourt  Stud  Farm,  died  on  Sept.  16  from  an 
attack  of  pleurisy,  which  only  lasted  two  days.  The 
sad  intelUgenoe  created  quite  a  surprise  in  Rich- 


mond and  the  Vale  of  Mowbray,  where  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs gained  his  experience  and  spent  his  early 
days.  His  death  occurred  on  the  ove  of  a  contem- 
plated visit  with  his  wife  to  the  town  of  Richmond. 
Deceased  was  fifty- two  yeais  of  age,  and  his  demise 
is  much  regretted  by  his  many  friends  in  North 
Yorkshire. 


Major  John  McGaw  Woodbdey,  Commissioner 
of  Street  Cleaning  ii  New  York  City,  has  been  one 
of  the  great  successes  of  the  reform  administration. 
The  only  article  which  he  has  written  on  the  work 
will  appear  in  the  October  Scribner's.  He  is  a 
doctor  and  scientific  student,  and  this  article  tells 
of  the  application  of  science  to  a  profitable  disposal 
of  "The  Wastes  of  a  Great  City."  Walter  A. 
Wyckoff,  the  college  man  who  became  a  day 
labourer,  and  who  is  now  living  in  the  Belleville 
quarter  of  Paris,  writes  from  full  personal  know- 
ledge in  the  same  number  of  the  place  which  trade 
unions  legitimately  can  and  do  fill  in  the  industrial 
world.  Mr.  Wyckoff  knows  unions  from  the  inside 
in  England,  France,  and  America. 


Yet  another  answer  to  "  McKenzie  "  re  "  Colour- 
ing Gentles."  Mr.  W.  Layfield  sends  a  small  hand- 
bill, from  which  it  is  gathered  that  red  and  yellow 
colouring  (3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.)  may  be  obtained  from 
J  Kinnear,  130,  Paddington,  Edge  Hill,  Liverpool. 
The  instructions  are  : — "  To  colour  maggots  yellow, 
add  a  little  bran  to  the  maggots,  sprinkle  a  small 
quantity  of  powder  over  them,  damp  and  shake. 
The  quickest  way  is  to  scald  a  little  of  the  powder 
with  boiling  water ;  when  cool  pour  over  the 
maggots  and  shake.  To  colour  red  the  maggot 
must  be  a  feeding  maggot,  as  the  red  colour  will  not 
co'our  a  scoured  maggot  the  same.  Directions  as 
the  above.  These  colours  may  also  be  used  for 
colouring  paste."  Mr.  Layfield  has  sent  a  sample 
of  gentles  (red)  coloured  to  perfection,  which,  from 
their  antics,  seem  very  proud  of  their  new  clothes. 
On  more  than  one  occasion  I  have  sent  to  Hardy 
Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  for  some  of  their  celebrated 
"Pink  Tails"  ("the  most  brilliant  and  attractive 
worms  for  clear  water  and  all  kinds  of  fishing"),  a 
gross  for  Is.  9d,,  carriage  paid.  These  pink  'uns 
are  all  ready  for  use,  but  if  you  want  to  know  "  how 
it's  done,"  further  particulars  may  (I  say  may)  be 
obtained  by  looking  up  your  books  of  reference. 
{See  "  Diet  of  Worms.") 


"  It  is  several  years  since  such  a  glut  of  Michaelmas 
mackerel  was  seen  in  Folkestone  Harbour,"  says 
the  Daily  Mail  of  Sept.  22,  "  as  is  there  now.  From 
early  morn  until  dusk  the  fishermen  have  been  busy 
unloading  the  boats.  Many  of  the  Folkestone  boats 
would  not  put  out  to  sea  on  Sunday,  but  the  Hastings, 
Brighton,  and  Shoreham  boats  did,  and  came  in  to 
Folkestone  with  full  catches  yesterday  morning. 
Fishermen  were  shaking  the  fish  out  of  the  nets 
throughout  the  day,  and  the  visitors  enjoyed  the 
scene.  The  Smiling  Morn,  was  loaded  with  20,000 
large  fish,  and  '  Billy  Spearpoint,'  the  fishermen's 
auctioneer,  declared  that  it  was  one  of  the  heaviest 
days  he  had  ever  had.  So  great  were  the  catches 
of  many  boats  that  the  crews  were  compelled  to 
abandon  a?  many  as  thirty  or  forty  nets.  Michaelmas 
mackerel  are  very  oily,  and  the  local  mariners  declare 
that  '  sousing  '  in  vinegar  is  the  best  way  to  prepare 
them  for  the  table.  Thousands  upon  thousands 
were  sold  at  from  6s.  a  'hundred'  (120)  wholesale, 
and  retailed  in  the  streets  at  sixteen  to  eighteen  a 
shilling." 


Mb.  F.  Sherwin,  of  Sparkbrook,  had  a  novel 
experience  on  Sept.  20  while  fishing  the  Avon  at 
Harvington.  He  was  fishing  for  roach,  when  a  jack 
seized  the  bait,  and  after  some  fine  sport  the  fish 
was  landed.  It  weighed  4|lb.,  and  was  taken  on 
one  of  Allcock's  very  fine  Hercules  gut  casts  and  a 
No.  10  hook. 


It  was  stated  last  week  that  the  competition  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  London  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  would  take  place  at  Windsor  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  18,  but  as  the  anglers  affiliated  to  the  Clerken- 
well  and  District  United  Visiting  List  had  already 
arranged  a  competition  for  the  same  day  and  place, 
Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  who  is  organising  the  com- 
petition, wishes  to  announce  that  the  Windsor 
competition  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  will  take  place  a  week  earlier — Oct.  11. 
The  next  committee  meetings  are  as  follows : — 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate, 
on  Sept.  24,  and  at  the  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John- 
street,  Clerkenwell,  E.G.,  on  Wednesday  evenings, 
Sept.  30  and  Oct.  7,  at  8  30.  All  communications 
should  be  addressed  to  Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver- 
street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 


Bees  eat  201b.  of  honey  in  making  lib.  of  wax. 


Mb.  F.  S.  Apps,  so  well  known  to  London  anglers 
in  connection  with  printers'  charities,  is  a  member 
of  the  Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society.  He 
recently  spent  a  holiday  at  Brighton,  and  gave  sea 
fishing  a  trial.  He  was  very  successful,  and  has 
now  joined  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Amongst  his  captures  were  a  very  fine  bass,  two 
grey  mullet,  a  gurnet,  and  some  good  whiting  and 
pouting,  besides  several  dabs. 


The  Metztitlan  Lake,  in  the  State  of  Hidalgo, 
headwaters  of  the  Panuco  River,  disappeared  some 
time  ago,  and  no  explanation  is  offered  of  its  strange 
conduct.  It  was  a  lake  at  the  time  some  six  miles 
long,  and  was  located  in  the  open  Metztitlan  plain. 
Even  during  the  dry  season  it  was  quite  a  body  of 
water.  One  morning  a  subterranean  rumble  was 
heard,  low  and  sullen,  which  shook  the  hills  around. 
The  strange  quaking  was  especially  noticeable  on 
the  Golfa  de  las  Yeguas  hill.  The  people  living  in 
the  vicinity  of  theTajo  hill  were  especially  alarmed  ; 
at  that  pass  is  the  tunnel  which  for  sorne  time  past 
has  been  made  to  carry  off  the  surplus  water.  As 
soon  as  the  sounds  ceased  the  waters  of  the  lake 
began  disappearing  rapidly  till  all  had  gone.  They 
emptied  into  a  cavity  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pass. 
The  land  just  beyond  commences  to  rise,  and  has 
always  served,  from  time  immemorial,  as  a  dyke  to 
hold  back  those  waters.  It  was  not  known  where 
the  water  which  existed  there  went,  as  the  Panuco 
River,  fed  by  this  lake,  evidently  did  not  receive 
them.  [The  rrioral  of  this  story  is— fish  Frensham 
Pond  and  other  lakes  while  you  may  ;  there  is  no 
knowing  when  the  Yankees  may  send  us  an  earth- 
quake.] 


An  enormous  cockle  bed  at  the  north  end  of  the 
island  of  Barra  was  worked  with  such  diligence 
that  the  quantities  sent  south  brought  about  £1000 
to  the  islanders  within  three  months. 


From  the  Homeland  Association  comes  a  timely 
little  booklet  descriptive  of  Newquay,  Cornwall. 
The  Association  exists  "  for  the  encouragement  of 
touring  in  Great  Britain,"  and  if  tmyone  who  reads 
their  latest  book  is  not  thereby  encouraged  to 
tour  to  Newquay  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  the 
Association.  The  journey  is  in  itself  interesting, 
taking  us  as  it  does  through  beautiful  country  and 
famous  towns.  Arrived  at  Newquay,  we  cannot  do 
better  than  make  our  way  to  the  Hotel  Victoria, 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  which  are  un- 
doubted, whilst  the  views  from  its  windows  across 
the  broad  Atlantic  are  unrivalled.  Amusements  of 
every  sort  and  kind  await  the  visitor,  pictirresque 
drives  through  lovely  scenery  in  conveyances 
ranging  from  donkey  "jingles"  to  char-a-bancs; 
coaching,  for  those  who  prefer  longer  trips,  to 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  ;  bathing,  which 
is  good  at  all  states  of  the  tide ;  boating  on  the 
river,  and  also,  weather  permitting,  on  the  sea ; 
games  in  plenty — cricket,  hockey,  tennis,  for  the 
young  folk,  golf  for  the  more  serious-minded ;  add 
to  these  fishing  in  fresh  and  salt  water,  the  latter 
excellent,  and  it  will  I  think  be  difficult  to  find  in 
all  this  "  fair  land  of  England "  a  more  ideal 
holiday  spot  either  in  winter  or  summer  than 
Newquay. 


"  When  you  go  fishing  and  come  across  a  viper 
grasp  it  firmly  round  the  neck,  he  cannot  hurt  you," 
says  a  writer  on  reptiles.  Keeping  about  a  mile 
away  from  the  viper  will  do  just  as  well.  We 
heard  recently  something  about  grasping  nettles. 
"Don't!" 


A  country  editor  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  man  might  as  well  undertake  to  hold 
himself  at  arm's-length  and  then  turn  a  double 
somersault  over  a  church  steeple  as  attempt  to 
publish  a  paper  that  will  suit  everybody.  I  have 
also  heard  that  an  editor  is  a  man  who  is  liable  to 
grammatical  blunders,  toothache,  typographical 
errors,  and  lapses  of  memory,  and  usually  he  has 
ninety-seven  thousand  people  watching  to  catch 
him  tripping.  And  yet  the  world  is  full  of  people 
who  want  to  be  editors  ! 


We  are  getting  towards  the  end  of  September — 
the  month  that  "  dries  up  ditches  and  breaks  down 
bridges."  Well,  a  few  ditches  have  dried  up,  for 
the  rain  has  kept  off,  and  not  a  few  bridges  must 
have  suffered  in  the  gale  on  i/iai  Thursday.  Septem- 
ber has  not  obeyed  the  old  adjuration,  "Blow 
soft  till  the  fruit's  in  the  loft."  I  don't  know  the 
origin  of  the  saying,  "Fools  grow  fat  in  September," 
and  I  don't  much  care ;  my  withers  are  unwrung. 
There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  weight  of 
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FISH  CULTUEE. 


THE  TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  LTD., 
MILTON,  BURTON-ON-TRENT. 

The  Trent  Fish  Culture  Company  send  us  their 
price  list,  from  which  we  see  that  the  fish  they 
cultivate  chiefly  are  S.  fario  (common  trout,  Milton 
strain),  <S'.  levenensis  (Loch  Leven),  S.  irideus  (rain- 
bow), and  (S.  thymallus  (grayling).  These  are  all 
supplied  up  to  three-year-olds  with  the  exception 
of  grayling,  which  are  only  mentioned  as  sold  in 
the  egg  and  as  fry.  It  is  pretty  certain  that  as 
regards  grayling  it  is  best  to  liberate  them  in  waters 
it  is  intended  to  stock  as  fry,  as  they  are  difficult 
to  rear  in  ponds.  As  regards  trout,  "  the  course 
adopted  by  the  company  for  some  years  has  been 
the  careful  crossing  of  various  breeds  of  fario, 
which  has  had  a  most  satisfactory  result,  and  the 
fish  so  obtained  are  in  great  favour  both  for  sport 
and  the  table.  They  rppear  in  the  list  as  '  Milton 
strain.'  "  The  company  is  enabled  to  supply  jario 
(yearlings  and  two-yeay-olds)  brook  and  pond 
reared  on  natural  food,  and  also  supply  natural 
food  itself — Crustacea,  mollusca,  and  water  plants 
of  various  kinds. 


THE  OAKENCLOUGH  FISHERY,  GARSTANG, 
LANCASHIRE. 

In  the  circular  for  the  season  1903-4  the 
management  "  wish  to  draw  the  attention 
of  purchasers  to  what  is  probably  the  most 
important  point  to  be  considered  in  stocking 
waters  with  any  of  the  various  breeds  of  trout, 
namely,  the  food  on  which  the  fish  have  been 
reared  It  is  well  known  that  fish  can  be  reared 
cheaply  on  horse  beef,  but  this  produces  fish  with 
short  gill  covers  and  imperfect  reproductive  organs, 
and  which  are  largely  bottom  feeders.  The  fish 
from  this  hatchery  are  reared  under  the  most 
natural  conditions,  being  fed  principally  on  flies  and 
aquatic  insects,  and  they  are  '  sporting  fish '  and 
•free  risers.'  Our  fish  ponds,  covering  upwards  of 
eight  acres,  provide  ample  room,  and  there  is  no 
induced  disease  through  overcrowding.  Buttermere 
Lake,  near  Keswick,  also  forms  a  part  of  the  fishery 
water.  The  stocking  of  rivers  has  also  received  special 
attention.  For  our  comparatively  short,  quick- 
flowing  British  rivers,  the  brown  trout  (fario),  from 
river  parents,  give  the  best  results,  but  they  must 
be  pure,  and  free  from  any  trace  of  Leven  blood, 
or  they  will  almost  certainly  go  down  to  the  tidal 
water.  Rainbow  (Trinity  variety),  newly  imported, 
have  more  rapid  growth,  and  attain  larger  propor- 
tions than  the  old  Shasta  variety.  The  fish  sup- 
plied by  this  fishery  are  : — Brown  and  Leven  trout 
and  rainbow  (Trinity;  variety,  fontinalis  (the  Ame- 
rican speckled  brook  trout)  and  rainbow  (Shasta) 
variety.  Brown  trout  are  supplied  from  either  lake 
or  brook  parent  fish  as  desired.  Dried  flies,  for 
feeding  fish.  Is.  per  lb.  We  also  supply  various 
kinds  of  water  plants,  water  snails,  and  fresh  water 
shrimps,  dried  flies  for  feeding  trout  and  other  fish, 
also  hatching  boxes,  screens,  etc. — in  fact,  all  re- 
quisites for  fish  culture.  We  are  pleased  at  all 
times  to  show  our  fish  to  intending  purchasers,  by 
arrangement." 


THE  SALMON  GLUT  IN  THE  LUNE. 

NAVVIES'   GOOD  FORTUNE. 


The  phenomenal  blockage  of  salmon  in  the  river 
Lune  is  engaging  the  attention  of  piscatorial  experts, 
and  also  that  of  numerous  visitors.  It  should  be 
explained  that  the  tunnel  which  intercepts  the 
waters  of  the  Lune  is  200  yards  long,  the  surface  of 
the  material  forming  the  sides  and  base  being  of  a 
very  slippery  nature.  As  the  entire  volume  of  the 
current  is  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  tunnel, 
and  as  disastrous  floods  have  swept  the  mountainous 
region,  the  velocity  of  the  water  absolutely  pre- 
cludes the  possibility  of  the  fish  making  headway 
up-stream.  With  marvellous  determination  huge 
fresh  run  fish  have,  in  springing  leaps  and  bounds, 
attempted  to  head  the  surging  cauldron,  but  have 
been  beaten  back,  and  have  utterly  failed  to  reach 
the  spawning-beds.  Vast  numbers  of  salmon  have 
been  left  high  and  dry,  having  been  thrown  out  of 
the  stream  and  perished.  The  water  baiUffs  on  the 
spot  are  Durham  county  police-officers  in  the 
special  service  of  the  Tees  Fishery  Board,  and  they 
are  never  wholly  absent.  At  their  wits'  ends  to  deal 
with  the  unparalleled  accumulation  of  salmon,  the 
watchers  have  given  a  large  mxmber  of  fish  to  the 
army  of  navvies  employed  at  the  Granholme  Water- 
works, and  to  others.  The  third  and  last  of  a  series 
of  three  colossal  lakes  in  the  undertaking  of  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board  is  in  course  of  construction. — 
tSheffield  Independent. 


LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


A  GENEBAL  meeting  of  the  newly-formed  Lowes- 
toft Sea  Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters, the  Imperial  Hotel,  on  Sept.  15,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Brooke.  The  chairman 
remarked  that  the  society  had  now  been  in  exist- 
ence some  two  months,  and  during  that  period  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  had  been  transacted. 
It  was  desirous  that  they  should  that  evening 
arrange  for  the  date  of  their  first  angling  match. 
The  progress  of  the  society  had  been  beyond  their 
most  sanguine  expectations.  All  were  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  success  already  attained.  They 
had  made  an  excellent  start,  and  their  membership 
now  reached  178.  They  also  had  ten  vice-presidents, 
who  had  paid  their  subscription,  and  ten  hon. 
members.  Several  ladies — about  seven — had  also 
joined  the  society.  The  fishing  stage  was  a  most 
important  matter  to  be  arranged,  and  he  was 
pleased  to  say  that  they  had  had  correspondence 
with  the  directors  of  the  Claremont  Pier  which  was 
of  a  satisfactory  character.  Their  secretary,  Mr. 
Lewis  T.  Johnson,  had  done  a  lot  of  work,  and 
their  best  thanks  were  due  to  him.  They  had 
made  arrangements  with  the  boatmen  at  the  rate 
of  4s.  for  the  half  day,  and  8s.  all  day,  this  amount 
to  include  boat,  man,  and  bait.  A  challenge  cup 
had  been  offered  for  competition  by  Mr.  Riches 
Nockolds,  and  he  was  sure  they  would  return  their 
best  thanks  to  that  gentleman  for  his  kindness. 
Mr.  Nursey  had  offered  a  rod  and  gaff,  Mr.  Furlorg 
a  reel,  Mr.  Fisher  (Kirkley)  a  prize,  value  53.,  while 
the  society  would  offer  five  prizes  for  competition. 
The  secretary  read  the  following  letter  from  the 
manager  of  the  Claremont  Pier,  Mr.  F.  G.  Robson : 
"I  beg  to  confirm  the  arrangements  agreed  to  with 
your  society  as  regards  angling  from  this  pier. 
Admission  tickets'for  three  months,  commencing  on 
any  day  after  Sept.  14,  and  expiring  on  or  before 
Dec.  31,  53.  each,  if  fifty  or  more  tickets  taken,  or 
63.  each  less  than  this  number.  Annual  tickets, 
9s,  each  (all  annual  tickets  expire  May  31).  The 
above  rates  to  include  the  right  of  fishing  from 
7  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  week  days  and  from  10  a.m.  to 
6.20  p.m.  on  Sundays.  Fishing  rods  and  lines  may 
be  stored  on  the  pier  at  Id.  per  week  each.  Bait 
will  be  on  sale  on  and  after  Sept.  15.  Sufficient 
space  will  be  reserved  for  competitions  on  the 
occasion  of  fishing  matches.  Only  members  of  the 
society  holding  pier  tickets  will  be  able  to  use 
the  pier  beyond  the  hours  that  it  is  open  to  the 
general  public."  Mr,  Johnson  also  read  the 
following  letter  from  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company : — 

"  Harbovir  Master's  Office,  Lowestoft, 
"July  31,  1903. 

"  In  reply  to  your  letter  re  sea  angling,  which  I 
forwarded  on  to  my  London  office  for  their  perusal, 
I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  now  heard  from 
them  to  the  effect  that  they  cannot  see  their  way 
clear  to  grant  any  further  concessions  for  sea  angling 
at  present. — Yours  truly,    "  H.  J.  Hendeeson." 

The  chairman  announced  that  with  regard  to  the 
challenge  cup  which  was  offered  for  the  largest 
aggregate  catch  of  fish  for  the  season,  a  prize,  value 
a  guinea,  would  also  be  given  with  the  cup.  After 
some  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the  first  angling 
match  should  take  place  on  October  1,  on  which 
day  it  would  be  high  water  at  five  o'clock.  The 
chairman  announced  that  thirty  members  had 
decided  to  avail  themselves  of  the  terms  offered  by 
the  directors  of  the  Claremont  Pier.  It  was  decided 
that  Mr.  A.  Haws  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Nursey  should 
act  as  stewards  at  the  opening  match,  the  time  of 
which  was  arranged  from  2.30  to  5.30.  The 
entrance  fee  was  fixed  at  Is.  Mr.  Hildyard  asked 
how  the  society  intended  to  act  in  regard  of 
members  and  non-members  with  respect  to  the 
fishing  from  the  Claremont  Pier.  The  secretary 
thought  the  position  was  perfectly  clear.  It  was 
a  matter  for  the  pier  authorities.  If  any  person 
was  fishing  after  hours  who  had  not  a  pier  ticket, 
he  took  it  that  he  would  be  ordered  off  the  pier. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  a  most 
successful  meeting.  L.  T.  J ohnson. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS.: 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

11,501.  Fishing.  Patentee :  P.  Tcherkassov,  6, 
Glouchoozerskaya,  St.  Petersburg.  Land- 
ing nets.  The  net  frame  is  secured  to 
two  arms,  which  swivel  from  the  closed 
to  the  open  position  about  the  axis  of  the 
handle.  The  side  members  of  the  net 
frame  are  connected  by  an  end  member 
hinged  by  one  end  and  engaging  at  the 
other  end  by  means  of  a  counter  and 
ferrule.    The  joint  is  locked  by  a  spring. 


Xettet8  to  the  Ebitoi\ 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinioria 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


A  HOLIDAY  IN  IRELAND  AND  A  REQUEST 

Deab  Sir, — Firstly  I  will  make  known  my 
request,  which  is  as  follows  : — Will  any  of  your 
readers  kindly  inform  me  where  I  can  get  good  trout- 
fishing  in  Ireland  in  the  month  of  August  (lough,  not 
river),  with  clean,  comfortable  apartments  (hotel  or 
otherwise)  close  to  the  fishing  ;  also  safe  boats  and 
good  boatmen  ?  I  and  my  angling  friends  will  be 
very  thankful  for  any  reliable  information,  but  it 
must  be  reliable.  I  want  some  fishing  where,  on  a 
favourable  day,  I  can  make  a  basket  of  good  trout, 
and  by  good  trout  I  mean  fish  averaging  lib.  each 
and  to  be  caught  with  artificial  fly  or  dapping.  No 
doubt  some  of  your  readers  have  fished  in  Ireland 
this  year  in  August,  and  I  venture  to  say  their  expe- 
riences would  be  interesting  reading,  and  helpful  to 
those  who  wish  to  visit  the  Emerald  Isle  next  year. 
Mr.  Goodwin's  most  interesting  articles  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  induced  me  to  make  the  trip,  and  if  I 
had  only  followed  his  good  advice  my  holiday,  I 
think,  would  have  been  an  enjoyable  one,  insteatl 
of  the  opposite.  My  experience  has  been  that  hotel 
proprietors,  boatmen,  and  so-called  professional 
fishermen  do  not  give  reliable  information,  and  my 
advice  is  to  those  seeking  information  to  deduct 
at  least  25  per  cent,  off  that  which  these  gentlemen 
tell  you.  I  fished  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib,  and 
stayed  at  Clonbur.  The  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
there  (there  is  only  one)  actually  "  guaranteed  " 
good  sport  in  August  with  rod  and  gun.  He  also 
informed  me  he  provided  a  liberal  supply  of  good 
food  and  studied  the  homely  comforts  of  his  guests 
for  70s.  per  week.  Please  take  notice — £3  10s.  per 
week  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  exactly  the  same  figure 
as  some  of  the  best  London  hotels.  However,  there 
was  a  further  inducenient — namely,  40,000  acres  of 
good  rough  shooting.  The  shoot,  I  was  told,  was  one 
of  the  best,  and  hares,  partridges,  snipe,  woodcock, 
and  any  amount  of  wild-fowl  could  be  got.  I  am 
not  fastidious  as  regards  food,  but  mutton  almost 
every  night  for  dinner  and  cold  mutton  sandwiches 
for  lunch  every  day  made  me  yearn  for  home  ;  and  as 
for  homely  comforts  !  There  may  be  men  who  like 
mutton  hot  or  cold  twice  a  day,  and,  having  more 
money  at  their  disposal  than  the  writer,  think  that 
£3  10s.  per  week  is  very  little  and  the  comforts 
offered  at  the  above  hotel  quite  good  enough,  etc., 
but  I  want  something  different.  I  am  willing  to 
pay  70s.  or  80s.  per  week  for  board  and  lodgings  for 
that  matter,  but  the  place  must  be  clean  and  com- 
fortable, and  there  must  be  variety  in  the  food  line. 
Well,  now  to  the  sport  which  was  guaranteed. 
Please  bear  in  mind  that  I  was  told  by  the  hotel 
proprietor  and  also  the  boatmen  on  both  loughs  that 
August(dapping  with  "Harry  Long  Legs" )  was  one  of 
the  best  months  in  the  year,  and  almost  if  not  equal 
to  the  May  Fly  season.  I  gave  the  loughs  a  fair  trial, 
and  so  did  other  angler.s,  and  we  were  not  dufiers  at 
the  game,  any  of  us.  The  average  catch  was  per 
rod  about  four  fish  per  week  (I  am  writing  of  trout 
caught  on  the  fly  or  dap),  .  truly  a  most  dis- 
heartening and  discouraging  state  of  things.  I  saw 
several  good  trout  caught,  I  will  admit,  but  to  flog 
and  flog  for  hours,  or  days  for  that  matter,  and  in  the 
end  be  rewarded  by  a  trout  from  21b.  to  71b.  in 
weight  does  not  satisfy  me.  I  want  a  few  trout 
every  day,  not  a  great  number,  but  a  few,  of  fairly 
good  size,  with  a  chance,  now  and  again,  of  a  big 
fish  ;  hence  my  request  at  the  commencement  of 
this  letter.  There  were  anglers  there,  good  anglers 
too,  who  fished  for  days  and  never  had  even  a  rise. 
Some  days  you  would  never  see  a  fish  move,  and  as 
for  a  general  rise,  never — at  least  I  never  saw  it. 
To  sum  up,  the  fishing  was  disappointing  to  a 
degree,  and  I  cannot  understand  how  a  man  can 
induct  people  to  go  there  and  guarantee  good  fishing. 
Now  and  again  big  fish  are  caught,  but  more  often 
trolling  than  on  the  fly,  and  these  monsters  are  held 
out  as  an  advertisement — and,  seemingly,  a  good 
advertisement  too. 

A  friend  says  the  fish  are  more  numerous  but  not 
quite  so  large  at  the  Ballim-obe  end  of  the  lake. 
This  is  denied  at  Clonbur  absolutel}'.  The  hotel 
proprietor  and  the  boatmen  will  tell  you  that  there 
is  a  lot  of  poaching  done  at  Ballinrobe,  and  the 
Ballinrobe  boatmen  very  often  leave  their  own  drifts 
and  visit  the  favourite  spots  near  Clonbur.  This  is 
denied  at  Ballinrobe,  and  so  on.  The  Mask  boat- 
men say  "  Jlask  is  mvich  better  than  Corrib,"  and 
the  Corrib  men  say  "  Mask  is  no  use."  A  gentleman 
who  had  been  to  Crossmolina  to  fish  Lough  Conn  had 
a  similar  experience  to  mine  on  Mask.  Do  you 
wonder,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I  am  seeking  "  reliable  " 
information  ?  One  day  three  gentlemen  arrived 
with  their  guns  to  shoot  over  the  40,000  acres.  They 
brought  a  considerable  amount  of  ammunition  with 
them.    They  tramped  and  tramped  for  days  iu 
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A3SrOLERS>   HOTELS,   FlSmi^O   QUARTERS,   &c.    [See  also  p.  i. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cniachan, 
anil  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors, 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant ;  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Boom  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MA.CDONALD,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutheiland.  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishln: 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Diawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


ORKNEY. 

Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Mason's  Arms  Hotel. 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly. 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  haLf-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3s.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal 


Rosses,  CroUy,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 
H  A  N  L  O  N'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


WANTED  TO  PURCHASE 

ROACH  AND  PERCH 

Six  inches  and  upwards.  State  price 
per  100,  and  particulars,  to  J.  Burton, 
64,  Ellersmere  Street,  Parnworth,  near 
Bolton,  Lancashire. 


ANGLERS 

wishing  to  obtain  ACCOMMODATION 
in  a  FAEM  HOUSE,  every  comfort; 
good  fishing  in  the  river  Lune. 

Apply— 

WILLAN,  Beckfoot  Farm,  Barbon, 

Kirkby-Lonsdale,  Westmoreland. 


THE 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 

A  HIGH-GLASS 

Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
**THE  GRAPHIC" 

AND 

''THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC." 


'Full  of  well-wiltten  Btoilea."— Tbs 

Times. 

"  Will  (urnlsh  amuBement  foi  young 
and  old." — Ibb  MoBNiNa  Fobz. 


Of  all  Newsagents  and  Bookstalls. 
ONE  PENNY. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5  ;  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


BECOME  A  FREEHOLDER ! 

Land  for  the  million;  the  greatest 
selection  in  England  for  all  purposes. 
Plots  and  acres;  high,  dry,  healthy, 
and  improving  localities.  Enormous 
list  post  free.— The  Land  Company, 
68,  Cheapside,  E.G. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J.  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION   YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  vii  applicatiun. 


SALMON -TROUT  FISHING 

TO   BE  LET. 

Superior  Salmon-TroutTishing  Eights  in  a  strong 
stream  m  beautiful  scenery  in  Denmark.  Good 
Sliootmg  as  well.   The  property  may  be  sold. 
For  particulars  please  address — 

"  H.  Z.  5875,"  c/o  Neyroud  &  Son, 
Advertising  Offices, 
14-18,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C. 


CLOTH  BINDING  OASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

OAN  BB  HAD  AT  THB 

Publishing  Office,  St.  DunstarCa  Souse,  E.  C. 


SGRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  MONTHLY. 
CONTENTS  of  No.  202.  VOL.  XXXIV. 


OCTOBER,  1903. 

Frontispiece  —  Drawing    to  accompany 

"Kcno."  Karl  Anderson. 
Thei  Wastes  of  a  Great  City.  .John 
MoGaw  Woodbury,  Commissioner  of  Street 
Cleaning,  New  York  City.    Illustrations  by 
Edwin  B.  Child. 
The  Day's  Shooting:.  A.  B.  Frost.  Eight 

Drawings.    Reproduced  in  Colours. 
What  They  are  There  for.   CVRUS  TOVPN- 
,send  Brady.    An  Appreciation  of  General 
Guy  V.  Henry. 
The  Dismissal  of  Lydia  Day.  Annie 
Nettleton    Bourne.       Illustrations  liy 
Stanley  M.  Arthurs. 
The  Southwest  from  a  Locomotive. 
Benjamin  Brooks.    Illustrations  by  E.  L 
Blumenschein. 
The   House  and    the    Road.  Poem 

JosEi'HiNE  Preston  Peabody. 
Sanctuary.  Edith  Wharton.  Part  II.  {To 
be.  concluded.)  Illustrations  by  Walter 
Appleton  Clark. 
Narrative  of  a  Journey  from  St. 
Petersburg  to  Paris,  in  February, 
1815.  Mrs.  .TOHN  (JUINCY  Adams.  Intro- 
duction by  her  grandson,  Brooks  Adams. 
With  a  Portrait  of  Mrs.  Adams  from  an  old 
miniature. 

The  Witnesses.    Mary  E.  s.  Andrews 

Illustration  by  B.  R.  Campbell. 
Keno:   A   Cayuse  Known  to  Fame. 

Sewell  Ford.  Illustrations  by  Karl  An- 
derson. 

Faith.   Poem.   Georoe  Cabot  Lodge. 
State  Universities.    W.  S.  Harwood.  Il- 
lustrations  from   photographs,  and  from 
drawings  by  C.  M.  Relyea. 
Jim's  Second  Forgrery.  Jessie  L.  Schul- 

ten.   Illustration  by  Karl  Anderson. 
Some  Phases  of  Trade  Unionism. 
Walter  A.   Wvckoff,  Author  of  "The 
Workers." 

The   Point  of  View.— THE  RIGHT  TO 

KEEP  THE  WORLD  BEAUTIFUL 
The  Field  of  Art.— THE  AMERICAN  ART 

STITDENT  IN  PARIS  (Will  H.  Low). 
(The  coloured  cover  designed  by  Mrs.  Eleanore 
Plaisted  Abbott.) 


BIRMINGHAM  MUSICAL 
FESTIVAL, 

TUESDAY,  WEDNESDAY,  THURSDAY, 
AND  FRIDAY, 
October  13th,  14th,  16th,  and  16th,  1903, 

Principal  Vocalists. 

Mesdanies  Albani,  Agnes  Nicholls, 
Muriel  Foster,  Kirkby  Ldnn,  &  Clara  Butt. 
Messieurs  Ben  Davies,  William  Green, 
John  Coates,  Andrew  Black, 
Kennerley  Rumford,  &  Ffranqcon  Davies. 


Tuesday  Morning — 

"ELIJAH." 
Tuesday  Evening — 
Sir  C.  ViLLIERS  STANFORD'S  "VOYAGE 
OF  MAELDUNE" 
MOZART'S  G  MINOR  SYMPHONY, 
and  Miscellaneous. 
Wednesday  Mortiiiig — 
Dk.  ELGAR  S  NEW  WORK,  "  THE  APOSTLES 

(Composed  E.xpressly  for  this  Festival). 
Wednesday  Evening — 

SULLIVAN  S  "GOLDEN  LEGEND,' 
and  Miscellaneous. 
Thursday  Morning — 

"  THE  MESSIAH. " 
Thursday  Evening— 

LISZT'S  XIII  PSALM. 
Sir  HUBERT  PARRY'S  "BLEST  PAIR  OF 

SIRENS,"  and  Miscellaneous. 
Friday  Morning — 

BACH'S  MASS  IN  B  MINOR. 
Friday  Evening — 

BRUCKNER'S'"  TE  DEUM." 
BEETHOVEN'S  CHORAL  SYMPHONY. 


ES"  j 


Conductor   DR.  HANS  RICHTER. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  sani- 
tary arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Lougha 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  milea 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  beat.  Terma 
on  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNBR8.  Proprittor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

XT  CaOES,  ANOLESET  (L.N.'W.,  Bain  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  Sd.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors, 
lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Terms,  £2  12.s-.  Gd.  per  week.  Station  :  Glyncei- 
riog  via  Chirk.  Postal  Address ;  Glyn,  Ruabou. 


OFFICES : 

190,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LTD. 
St.  Dumtan's  House, 
FarTER  Lane,  Fleet  street,  E.Q. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 

Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 

Luxurious  and  Inexpensive  Travel. 
Sailings  Weekly. 
TROUT  and  GRAYLINQ  FISHING  at  Kajana, 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.  E.xcellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.  For  full  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfors, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT,  with  every  accommolation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £i  ss.  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St. 
Ivea,  Hunts. 


THB 

Indian  Sportlnn  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClROULATBS  THROUOHOUT  INDIA,  CErLON, 

BuRMAB,  ABD  Assam. 
Tli«  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16*.  per 
annum.   Single  copies,  5d.,  post  free,  7d. 

Printed  and  Fubliahed  at  Times  or  India  Press. 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLKHT  8TSBBT.  H.C. 


Established  i837. 

NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Alao  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  <fcc.  Every  number  of  "THE  PUB- 
libhkes'  Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  requeat  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  PubUshera'  CHrcular,  St. 
Ouuatan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


Detailed  Programmes  may  be  obtained  post 
free  on  application  to 

WALTER  CHARLTON,  Secretary, 
6,  Waterloo  street,  Bikminoham. 
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J  eearch  of  fur  and  feather,  and  the  total  bag  was  one 
■  plover  and  a  flapper.    They  pulled  the  trigger  twice. 

A  long  journey,  £3  10s.  per  week,  homely  comforts, 
I  cold  mutton,  the  journey  home  again  with  their 
ammmiition — lovely  !  Maybo  some  of  the  Clonbur 
visitors  will  see  this  letter  ;  I  hope  so.  Perhaps  thoy 
will  gi\'o  thoir  experience  ;  you  have  got  mine.  I 
want  to  get  more  enjoyment  out  of  my  holiday  next 
year,  so  will  somebody  tell  me  where  to  go  in  future. 
Apologising  for  the  length  of  this  letter. — Yours 
truly.  Fly  Rod. 

LOUGH  CONN  AND  HOTELS, 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  paper  of  Aug.  29  there  is  a 
letter  from  a  correspondent  advising  anglers  fishing 
Lough  Conn  for  pike  to  stay  at  an  hotel  in  Ballina. 
I  have  no  word  to  say  against  the  Ballina  hotels, 
and  have  frequently  heard  they  are  very  comfort- 
able and  the  place  undoubtedly  to  stay  at  for 
fishing  the  Moy  river  near  there.  But  all  anglers 
visiting  Ireland  who  have  experienced  the  necessity 
of  car  drives  to  get  to  t'^.eir  fishing  ground  know 
what  a  drawback  and  expense  it  is.  Ballina  is  about 
six  miles  from  the  nearest  part  of  Lough  Conn,  and 
why  anyone  should  recommend  his  brother  anglers 
to  stay  there  ia  more  than  I  can  comprehend. 
There  are  four  hotels  on  the  very  shores  of  Cocn 
and  Cullen.  I  have  stayed  at  two  of  them — one, 
Cloghans  (postal  address,  "  Ballina  "),  kept  by  that 
well  known  genial  sportsman  Tom  Clarke,  at  the 
Ballina  end  of  the  lake  ;  and  the  other  on  Lough 
Cullen,  a  splendid  pike  water,  and  close  to  Conn  at  the 
south  end,  which  I  consider  the  best  end  of  the  lake 
for  pike  and  big  trout.  This  is  the  Pontoon  Hotel 
(postal  address,  "  Foxford,  co.  Mayo  "),  and  kept 
by  Mr.  P.  Healy.  I  can  strongly  recommend  either 
of  these  for  everything  an  angler  can  reasonably 
require — good  boats  and  men,  with  clean,  com- 
fortable quarters,  reasonable  charges,  and  every 
attention.  There  are  besides  these  two  other  hotels 
pomewhat  larger  and  perhaps  more  pretentious, 
but  those  I  have  named  are  good  enough  for  me, 
and  considerably,  taken  all  round,  above  the 
average  of  fishing  quarters. — Yours  truly. 

Long  Sutton,  Lines.  S.  S.  Mossop. 


FISHING  AT  GWEEDORE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 
Deab  Sib, — In  Mr.  Gedney's  letter  in  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Sept.  12  he  prides  himself  on  the  absolute 
accuracy  of  his  statements,  which  he  claims  are 
based  on  personal  experiences.  On  reference  to  a 
time-table  he  will  find  that  one  may  leave  Euston 
at  8.45  p.m.  and  reach  Gweedore  at  4.12  p.m.  the 
following  afternoon,  a  journey  of  imder  twenty 
hours.  Mr.  Gedney  describes  it  as  a  two-days' 
journey  from  London.  If  this  is  a  sample  of  his 
accuracy  yoiu:  readers  can  judge  the  amount  of 
dependence  to  be  placed  on  his  other  statements. 
Mr.  Gedney  evidently  implies  by  his  innuendo  tliat 
I  have  an  interest  in  the  fishing  and  the  hotel  ;  I 
have  no  interest  whatever  in  either,  but  I  wrote 
from  a  desire  to  correct  false  impressions,  which 
might  be  formed  from  erroneous  descriptions  of  the 
fishing  here  as  described  by  Mr.  Gedney.  I  liave 
fished  the  Clady  River  for  ten  years,  and  this  is  the 
first  time  I  have  ever  heard  of  anyone  being  brought 
over  by  misleading  wires  about  state  of  river. 

I  have  read  several  of  Mr.  Gedney's  letters  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  it  has  always  struck  me  that  if 
he  is  as  good  with  his  rod  as  he  is  with  his  pen  at 
"  crabbing  "  a  river  he  is  certainly  an  accomplished 
artist. 

The  pool  known  as  the  "  Rock  Pool "  on  this 
river  is  not  in  the  sea  estuary,  but  is  2|  miles  up  the 
river  as  I  have  already  stated,  but  if  Mr.  Gedney 
still  insists  that  it  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
doubtless  the  manager  will  alter  the  names  of  the 
pools,  in  order  that  Mr.  Gedney  may  preserve  his 
reputation  for  telling  the  "  plain  unvarnished 
truth." 

For  the  information  of  your  readers  in  1890 
328  salmon  and  grilse  were  killed  here.  During  the 
last  ten  years,  up  to  Sept.  11,  1903,  the  yearly 
average  is  115  salmon.  These  figures  can  be 
authenticated  by  the  fishery  book. — Yours  truly, 
D.  J.  W.  Edwabdes. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 
Dear  Sib, — I  write  a  line  in  answer  to  Mr.  John 
Macdonald's  letter.  I  think  he  cannot  have  reai 
all  this  correspondence,  or  he  would  have  seen  for 
one  thing  that  I  said  that  I  personally  approved  of 
drawing  lots  for  beats,  and  that  not  being  able  to 
fish  was  rather  a  minor  point  of  my  "  lamenta- 
tions"  ;  he  would  also  have  discovered  that  I  had 
been  to  Taynuilt  before,  and  therefore  quite  ex- 
pected to  find  at  least  two  or  three  rods  per 
section,  and  also  knew  perfectly  well  the 
extent  of  the  hotel  water,  so  his  simile  as  to 
'*  the  man  who  bought  the  farm  "  loses  its  point. 
The  last  thing  I  should  wish  would  be  that  other 
visitors  already  there  should  not  fish,  but  I  con- 


sider one's  arrangement  with  a  landlord  dates  from 
the  time  that  one  settles  with  him  to  arrive  on  a 
certain  day  ia  order  to  fish  ;  if  there  was  no  room 
for  one  on  the  water,  or  if  one  was  not  to  fish  on 
arrival,  I  contend  he  ought  to  let  one  know,  or  else 
draw  a  place  for  one  himself,  when  the  only  possible 
way  of  arriving  is  by  the  night  mail.  With  regard 
to  what  Mr.  Grimble  says  about  the  gillies  using 
their  master's  rod  (if  they  are  allowed  to)  when 
he  is  tired,  they  not  only  do  that,  but  they  some- 
times fish  instead  of  their  masters  altogether.  This 
may  or  may  not  be  all  right  when  the  said  master 
has  a  section  to  himself,  but  when  he  has  to  share 
it  and  the  gillie  with  one  or  two  others,  it  is  scarcely 
fdir,  as  I  think  that  if  the  angler  does  not  wish  to 
fish  himself  he  might  at  least  let  his  fellow  angler 
have  the  first  turn  at  a  pool  instead  of  the  gillie. — 
Yours  truly,  One  Who  Has  Been  There. 


Dear  Mb.  Marston, — I  meant  to  have  written 
before,  but  things  of  rather  more  importance  inter- 
fered, and  so  I  am  later  with  it ;  but  no  matter,  I 
fan  cy. 

I  am  not  aware  of  ever  having  spent  one  night — 
not  to  say  three  or  four  days — at  Taynuilt  Hotel, 
though  I  am  credited  with  having  done  so  "  some 
years  ago."  The  only  time  I  ever  fished  the  Lower 
Awe  was  one  day  when  I  drove  from  Taycreggan, 
and  this  was  very  many  years  ago.  The  only  other 
time  I  ever  halted  at  Taynuilt  was  on  one  occasion 
when  I  was  driving  from  Oban  to  Loch  Awe  Hotel. 
This  was  about,  I  think,  the  end  of  the  eighties  of  a 
previous  century — 1888  or  1889  (I  write  from 
memory,  but  if  I  am  out  of  reckoning,  no  doubt  I 
will  be  put  right). 

Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  have  expressed  myself  as 
describing  the  Lower  Awe  as  being  specially 
"  harried."  It  was  not  on  the  occasion  that  I  was 
there,  as  I  was,  I  think,  the  only  man  upon  it  that 
day  (but  then  the  river  was  not  in  order,  and  it  was 
early  in  April,  if  I  recollect  aright).  The  Lower 
Awe  may  not  be  "  harried  "  ;  but  it  seems  to  me, 
on  the  landlord's  own  showing,  that  it  gets  but 
little  rest  ;  and  he  admits  the  uses  of  baits  when 
the  river  is  too  high  for  fly.  Of  course  this  system 
is  now  almost  universal  upon  Scottish  rivers,  and  I 
have  no  wish  to  reflect  specially  upon  the  manage- 
ment of  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters.  Indeed,  that 
meaning  has  been  read  into  it  by  the  landlord,  not 
intended  by  me.  What  I  did  say  was  :  "  Where 
rivers  get  no  peace,  and  there  are  no  restrictions 
put  on  the  number  of  rods  on  a  river,  such  as  the 
Lower  Awe,"  etc.  There  are,  alas  !  many  other 
rivers  far  more  ill-treated  than  the  Awe  in  Scotland, 
as  I  think  I  have  before  said  in  the  pages  of  your 
joiu-nal  and  elsewhere.  Much  of  this  ill-treatment 
is  done  from  pure  ignorance  of  the  habits  of  salmon 
and  sea-trout,  and  even  from  pxire  ignorance  of  the 
majority  of  anglers  who  now  must  fish  of  what  are 
the  differences  between  a  "  clean-run  fish  "  and  a 
"  weel-mendit  kelt."  This  is  worse  if  my  remarks 
be  appUed  to  sea-trout. 

I  hope  these  remarks  of  mine  will  not  add  to  anv 
"  bitterness  in  the  cup,"  or  if  it  must,  then  I  hope 
to  goodness  it  will  overflow,  and  then  there  will  be 
no  room  for  more. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Habvie-Brown. 

[As  it  is  there  is  no  room  for  any  more  on  this 
subject.  Each  side  has  had  its  say,  and  our  readers 
can  judge  for  themselves. — Ed  ] 


ANGLERS'  PERSONAL  COMFORTS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  like  to  ask  you  or  any  of 
your  readers,  are  nails  in  fishing-boots  necessary, 
and,  more  than  that,  may  they  not  become  a 
source  of  danger  to  the  wearer  ?  I  am  prompted 
to  ask  this  question  because  when  in  Scotland  this 
season  with  a  friend,  where  we  had  river  and  loch 
fishing  combined,  in  jumping  from  the  boat  on  to 
rocks,  my  friend,  owing  to  his  boots  having  nails  in 
them,  slipped,  and  came  a  "  cropper,"  wliich  might 
have  resulted  in  a  serious  injury,  but  fortunately  it 
did  not  turn  out  so.  In  shooting,  of  course,  nailed 
boots  are  indispensable  for  many  obvious  reasons, 
but  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  where  they 
"  come  in  "  when  used  for  fishing  purposes.  I  do 
not  allude  to  brogues,  as  I  have  given  up  wading  for 
some  years  past,  but  to  the  ordinary  boot  as  used 
by  most  anglers. — Yours  truly,  J.  F.  F. 


NETTING  OF  PONDS. 
Deab  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  learn  if  any  of  your 
many  readers  can  inform  me  how  I  can  net  or 
capture  fish  in  a  large  pond  rented  by  a  club,  of 
which  I  am  secretary.  The  pond  in  question  is 
about  three  acres  in  extent,  and  full  of  rudd.  roach, 
tench,  carp,  perch,  eels,  etc.  Rainbow  trout  were 
also  placed  there  some  four  years  ago,  but  have  not 
since  been  seen,  though  there  is  no  outlet,  except 
perhaps  in  winter,  when  the  floods  may  allow  the 
fish  to  escape  by  means  of  ditches,  etc.,  to  neigh- 
bouring water-cour?es.    However,  none  have  been 


hoard  of,  and  I  expect  the  few  jack  wo  have  in  the 
pond  have  accounted  for  them.  The  pond  is  an  old 
clay-pit,  and  is  mo.st  difficult  to  net.  Around  the 
sides  there  is  a  depth  of  about  4ft.  to  .5ft.,  while  at 
intervals  are  shallow  banks  running  across  the  pond. 
'J'hese  were  loft  by  the  excavators  when  tho  clay 
was  dug,  and  tho  pond  is  divided  into  squares,  the 
water  covering  same  to  about  a  foot  or  so  and  in 
other  places  being  from  10ft.  to  20ft.,  and  even 
30ft.,  deep.  Unfortunately  the  weeds  are  a  great 
source  of  trouble  and  expeniso,  and,  notwithstanding 
all  efforts,  they  make  the  pond  almost  unfishable  in 
places.  We  have  a  lease  of  the  fifjhing  and  tho  stock 
IS  ours,  but  as  the  pond  will  in  a  couple  of  years  be 
probably  taken  from  us  (tho  lease  then  expiring), 
and,  we  expect,  filled  in,  we  wish  to  transfer  as  many 
fish  as  possible  to  a  river  in  the  district  which  is 
rented  by  the  club,  and  which  is  a  splendid  water 
for  fish  development.  We  once  tried  netting,  but 
only  caught  small  rudd  and  roach,  with  a  few 
perch — about  500  fish  in  all.  The  place  is  abso- 
lutely swarming  with  fish,  and  yet  comparatively 
few  are  taken,  the  fish  seemingly  preferring  tho  deep 
portions  of  the  pond,  and,  of  course,  inaccessible 
spots.  I  should  feel  grateful  if  anyone  could  suggest 
how  to  get  the  fish  out  and  what  sort  of  nets  or 
appliances  to  use. — Yours  truly,  Enquibeb. 


CANNIBAL  TROUT. 

Deab  Sib, — In  the  river  Kyll,  near  Kyllburg,  are 
some  large  trout  which  are  more  or  less  cannibal 
and  not  often  to  be  tempted  by  even  very  large 
flies.  Would  you  (or  some  kind  reader)  please  say 
if  the  quill  or  small  spoon  would  be  likely  to  beguile 
them  ?  I  would  not  care  to  spin  a  live  bait  for 
them,  but  any  lure  which  one  can  throw  as  a  fly  I 
would  gladly  try.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  truly,  Seehund, 

[Our  correspondent  might  try  the  "  Halcyon  " 
Spinner,  sold  by  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  in 
different  sizes — it  can  be  cast  overhand  like  a  fly  ;  as 
also  can  Messrs.  Farlow's  Magnet  Spinners  with 
rubber  screw  spinner.  They  have  other  deadly  small 
artificials  for  casting  as  with  fly. — Ed.] 


ROACH  TAKING  MINNOW. 

Deab  Sib, — It  may  interest  your  readers  to 
know  that  while  fishing  with  minnow  for  perch  in 
the  Longford  River  on  Saturday  (Sept.  12)  I 
hooked  a  nice  lib.  roach.  He  fairly  pouched  the 
bait.  Never  having  heard  before  of  a  roach  taking 
live  bait,  I  should  like  to  know  if  any  other  of  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  had  a  like 
experience. — Yours  truly,  Thojias  Webb. 

[Such  captures  are  occasionally  reported,  but 
they  certainly  are  very  unusual.  I  have  a  roach 
over  21b.  taken  many  years  ago  in  the  Test  by 
Major  Turle's  son  when  spinning  for  pike. — Ed.] 


SEA-TROUT  ON  LOCH  SHIN. 
Deab  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  S.  Venour's  letter  in 
your  issue  of  Sept.  12,  and  for  the  information  of 
the  host  of  others  who  every  year  visit  this  famous 
angling  resort  of  Overscaig,  "it  was  a  slip  of  the  pen 
that  Loch  Shin  was  mentioned  instead  of  Loch  More. 
In  daily  and  weekly  reports  from  such  a  place  as 
Overscaig,  to  which  so  many  lochs  are  attached,  and 
to  which  so  many  anglers  annually  flock,  stray 
mistakes  are  inevitable,  though  unwittingly  made. 
So  long  as  the  correct  mmabers  and  weights  of  fish  are 
given  as  caught  at  Overscaig  or  elsewhere,  the  wrong 
name  of  a  loch  should  not  concern  one  much  unless 
some  important  scientific  piscatorial  research 
demands  it. — Yours  truly,  your  correspondent, 

B. 

ANOTHER  WRINKLE  FOR  SEA  FISHERMEN. 

Deab  Sir,— Sea  fishermen  have  innumerable  in- 
genious fads  and  wrinkles.  Will  you  let  me 
explain  one  more,  which  has  at  least  "the  merit  of 
success  after  repeated  experiment  and  trial.  Tho 
slack  of  the  tide  generally  produces  most  sport. 
Not  that  fish  of  all  sorts  do  not  bite  on  a  stront;  flow 
or  ebb,  but  most  fishermen  give  up  at  these  "times 
because  of  the  nuisance  of  ha\-ing  to  use  very  heavv 
leads,  or,  using  a  light  one,  they  have  to  let  out  so 
much  line  that  the  game  is  not  worth  the  incon- 
venience. 

To  be  succinct,  I  contend  that  in  sea  fishing 
ground  bait  is  neither  used  as  freely  nor  as  wiselv 
as  it  should  be  to  ensure  success.  Go  out  at  tho 
slack  of  the  tide  by  all  means.  When  the  stream 
begins  to  run,  here  is  my  plan  : — Provide  a  bit  of 
old  sprat-net,  or  what  l"  use,  one  of  those  netted 
hand-bags  that  women  folk  use  for  shopping  ;  put 
in  a  41b.  to  olb.  bit  of  old  iron,  or  a  brick,  or  a  flint,  and 
also  a  lot  of  fishmonger's  cagmag  — fish  skins,  bones, 
entrails,  poimded  crabs,  etc.  ;  tie  up  and  attach  a 
line  such  as  local  boatmen  use  ;  drop  over  so  as  to 
be  some  feet  clear  in  case  of  a  boat — as  far  as  vou 
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like  in  case  of  a  pier.  Have  a  brass  curtain  ring 
about  4in.  in  diameter,  vnth  the  curtain  hook  loop 
attached  ;  run  your  snood  or  trace  through  the 
loop,  and  put  a  stop,  as  a  knot  or  bit  of  wooden 
match,  on  the  outer  side  of  the  loop  ;  then  one  hook 
on  end  and  one  or  two  more  hooks  on  the  trace  at 
proper  intervals.  Let  the  snood  or  trace  be  about 
4ft.  to  5ft.  long.  Then  slip  the  brass  ring  on  to  the  line 
— one  end  of  which  is  on  board,  or  on  the  pier — and 
let  it  rvm  down  the  line,  wliich  acts  as  a  guide,  and 
the  other  end  of  which  is  anchored  to  the  ground 
bait  bag  and  iron  or  stone  anchor.  The  stream 
will  carry  the  ring  right  down  with  no  lead  on  line 
or  trace,  and  also  drift  out  the  trace.  If  need  bo, 
one  or  more  hooks  can  be  bent  on  to  your  line  above 
the  ring  and  the  stop,  according  to  the  depth  the 
fish  bite  or  according  to  wliat  you  fish  for.  The 
way  the  bigger  fish  come  up  stream  to  the  ground 
bait  bag  ancl  the  greedy  way  they  take  your  hook 
will  be  a  revelation  to  many ;  you  can  feel  the 
very  slightest  bite  and  strike  with  accuracy,  then 
reel  up.  You  can  (make  fast  the  end  of  the 
anchored  line  to  a  thwart,  to  the  mast,  or  to  a 
rowlock.  In  the  case  of  a  pier,  some  Cft.  above 
your  floor.  The  fish  often  veer  from  side  to  side, 
but  I  have  never  had  them  fovil  the  anchored  line, 
and  you  can  feel  and  get  your  fish — all  its  play  and 
weight — with  no  lead  weight  to  disturb.  At  a  pier 
you  can  get  a  good  pitch  when  the  lee  side  is  crowded, 
"in  like  manner  my  system  is  most  perfect  for 
railing.  You  can  use  a  41b.  to  51b.  lead,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  way  on  the  boat,  sink  it  4ft.  to  15ft. ;  then 
run  your  ring  out  as  shallow  or  as  deep  as  need  be, 
in  fact,  where  the  mackerel  are,  and  you  have  only 
your  fish  to  haul  and  no  heavy  lead.  Even  if  afoul 
in  either  case  did  occur,  you  can  haul  in  your  guide- 
line and  clear.  I  present  this  plan  of  mine  to  your 
readers,  and  ask  them  to  try  it,  hoping  they  will 
have  as  good  sport  as  it  gives  me,  as  well  as  a 
means  of  fishing  during,  up  to  now,  almost  imprac- 
ticable times. — Yours  truly.  Coroner. 


GOOD  SPORT  IN  THE  FROME  NEAR 
TROWBRIDGE. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  been  spending  the 
last  fortnight  fishing  in  this  locality,  and  am  ven- 
turing to  send  you  particulars  of  a  fine  catch  of 
specimen  fish  which  my  brother  had  recently  in  the 
Fro  me  near  Trowbridge  on  some  private  fishing  water, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Tom  Pike.  On  Tuesday,  Sept.  8, 
the  fish  were  feeding  very  shyly,  on  account  of  the 
wind  having  a  touch  of  east  in  it,  and  I  could  not 
get  a  bite.  He,  however,  managed  to  capture,  with 
gentles  as  bait,  six  dace,  which  were  collectively 
the  finest  lot  I  have  seen.  The  smallest  weighed 
just  over  |lb.,  and  the  largest  15oz.  He  finished 
the  day  by  catching  two  roach — the  first  weighed 
Iflb.,  and  the  other  21b.  2oz.  The  next  morning  he 
fislied  the  same  swim,  and  the  only  fish  ho  obtained 
was  a  nice  perch  of  Iflb.  weight.  He  resumed 
fishing  this  same  swim  this  afternoon,  and  again 
had  only  one  fish.  This  was  a  roach,  taken  on  paste, 
and  which  turned  the  scales  at  lib.  15oz.  Thus  his 
four  consecutive  fish  from  this  swim  weighed 
71b.  Ooz.  Is  not  this  a  fair  record  ?  The  last  roach 
(which  he  is  having  set  up)  is  lOin.  in  length  (mea- 
sured from  tip  of  nose  to  end  of  tail),  Sin.  in  depth, 
and  llin.  in  girth.  The  taxidermist  says  it  is  the 
longest  roach  which  lias  come  into  his  hands,  and 
if  it  had  been  as  thick  in  the  back  as  the  other  two 
it  would  have  gone  well  over  the  2ilb.  This  stretch 
of  water  will  take  some  beating  for  large  roach,  and 
I  hope  to  send  you  news  of  the  capture  of  a  31b.  fish 
this  winter.  Within  this  last  fortnight  I  have  seen 
one  weighing  2|lb.,  caught  by  o,  local  angler  from 
the  same  water,  and  a  few  years  ago  a  catch  of 
sixteen  roach,  weighing  241b.,  fell  to  a  single  rod  in  a 
couple  of  hours  in  the  evening.  I  cannot  say  that 
my  own  fishing  on  this  water  was  a  success,  for  I 
tried  the  same  swim  on  five  days,  but  "  ne'er  a  fish 
came  wandering  by."  The  wind  was  either  north  or 
east  on  these  days.  It  was  just  my  luck  for  my 
brother  to  come  in  at  the  end  and  get  his  fourth 
specimen  fish. — Yours  truly,  J.  B.  Thomas. 
Sept.  19. 

P.  S. — My  want  of  luck  on  the  Frome  was  com- 
pensated for  by  a  fine  capture  of  461b.  of  pike  one 
day  in  the  Avon  by  a  friend  and  myself. 

FUNGUS  ON  FISH  IN  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  the  best  remedy  for  curing  fungus  on 
fish  kept  in  an  aquarium  ?  I  have  the  water  con- 
stantly running,  and  I  seem  to  have  worse  luck  with 
pond  roach  and  rudd  than  with  river  fish.  I  placed 
some  nice  roach  in  the  aquarium  on  Friday,  and  had 
to  take  out  and  kill  several  good  ones  last  night 
(Monday),  Apologising  for  troubling  you. — Yours 
truly,  W.  HiNDLEY. 

[It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  get  rid  of  fungus. 
If  the  fish  are  healthy  before  being  placed  in  the 
aquarium  it  is  clear  that  they  are  infected  from  it. 


At  the  1883  Fisheries  Exhibition  Mr.  Oldham 
Chambers  had  great  difficulty  from  fungus  in  the 
tanks  ;  he  got  over  it  to  some  extent  by  softening 
the  water  with  Maigneu's  "  Anti-Calcaire  "  powder, 
which  precipitates  the  chalk  in  the  water.  If  there 
is  a  good  healthy  and  sufficient  growth  of  weed  in 
an  aquarium,  and  it  is  not  overstocked,  fish  generally 
do  well.  If  I  had  an  aquarium  in  which  fungus 
appeared  I  should  experiment  with  permanganate 
of  potash,  if  softening  the  water  had  no  effect ;  also 
with  rock  salt,  putting  a  lump  into  the  water  and 
leaving  it  for  a  time,  or  taking  out  the  fish  affected 
and  putting  them  into  a  bath  with  salt  dissolved  in 
it,  after  gently  removing  the  fungus  with  a  cloth  on 
which  salt  has  been  sprinkled.  The  fish  will  stand 
a  certain  amount  of  salt  water,  and  must  be  removed 
when  they  show  signs  of  turning  up. — Ed.] 


A  VERY  USEFUL  LITTLE  "PRIEST." 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  sending  you  an  instrument 
which  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  to  kill  trout 
with  for  a  couple  of  years,  and  find  it  exceedingly 
handy,  and  trust  you  will  do  the  same.  I  carry  it 
in  my  top  waistcoat  pocket,  and  kill  the  fish  while 
in  the  net.  There  is  then  no  fear  of  it  slipping  out 
of  the  hand  ;  this  is,  to  my  mind,  much  more  con- 
venient than  tapping  the  fish  on  the  boot,  which 
waders  would  be  unable  to  do.  You  will  find  two 
taps  will  kill  a  fish  of  a  pound  and  over  instantly 
if  hit  in  the  right  place. 

The  instrument  is  not  patented,  and  can  be  made 
by  any  handy  man,  and  your  readers  are  at  liberty 


A-LeeMetford 
\< —  SuUet , 

mounled  on 
•ass  Wii  e : 


to  make  and  use  same  if  you  care  to  publish  a 
description. — Yours  truly,  W.  Qt.  Banks. 

Glanafon,  Hayle. 

[This  is  a  most  useful  little  affair,  and  I  hope 
some  fishing-tackle  maker  will  bring  it  out.  It  is 
simply  a  Lee-Metford  bullet  with  a  brass  handle 
soldered  into  it,  as  shown  in  the  illustration  I 
have  had  made.  It  could  be  carried  inside  the 
fishing  creel,  fastened  to  a  yard  of  line,  or  in  the 
pocket  as  Mr.  Banks  carries  it.  I  wish  I  had  had 
it  when  grey  mullet  fishing  recently  ;  the  fish  are 
very  strong,  and  the  sharp  spine  on  the  back  gives 
a  nasty  cut.  Mr.  Banks'  little  "priest"  could  be 
sold  for  about  3d. — Ed.] 


fishing  on  the  s.e.r.  or  brighton 

line- 
Dear  Sir, — Do  any  of  your  readers  know  of  any 
coarse  fishing  to  be  had  on  the  South  Eastern  or 
Brighton  Railways  (S.E.R.  for  preference),  not  too 
far  from  London,  so  that  one  could  go  down  for  an 
afternoon's  fishing  and  return  in  the  evening  ? — - 
Yours  faithfully,  A.  Roach, 


FISHING  IN  NEWFOXWDLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — The  letter  from  General  Dashwood  in 
your  issue  of  Sept.  19  gives  a  very  gloomy  account 
of  the  fishing  in  Newfoundland,  but  from  reports 
which  I  liave  received  from  an  old  resident  and 
sportsman  in  the  colony  some  very  good  sport  has 
been  had  this  season,  although,  owing  to  the  con- 
ditions of  weather,  etc.,  the  time  for  angling  has 
been  more  limited  than  usual. 

I  am  sending  by  this  post  a  copy  of  the  St.  JohrCa 
Evening  Herald  of  Aug.  25,  and  have  marked  a  para- 
graph which  will  show  you  that  some  very  good 
salmon  and  trout  have  been  taken. 

I  should  be  sorry  if  sportsmen  who  might  other- 
wise think  of  visiting  svich  a  favourable  resort,  both 
for  fishing  and  shooting,  should  be  deterred  from 
doing  so  by  the  general's  letter  to  you. — Yours 
truly.  Terra  Nova. 

[The  following  is  the  extract  from  the  St.  John's 
Ei  ening  Herald  : — "  About  sixty  Amei-ican  anglers 
are  now  on  the  West  Coast,  and  some  fine  salmon 
are  being  taken.  A  Mr.  McCormack,  fishing  at 
Codroy,  took  a  30-pounder  on  Saturday,  which  he 
presented  to  Condr.  White.  Dr.  Hill,  another 
American,  landed  a  26-pounder.  Mr.  A.  Shano, 
mailman,  got  a  splendid  5:}:lb.  trout  there  last  week." 
The  report  mentions  sixty  anglers,  but  only  two 
salmon.    What  are  two  among  so  many  ?— Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  LLANGORSE   (POACHING  ?). 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  see  the  remarks  re 
setting  trimmers  in  Llangorse  lake  by  your  corre- 
spondent "A.  G.  A.,"  and  am  venturing  to  write 
this  in  the  hope  of  inducing  other  fishermen  who 
may  be  in  the  habit  of  fisMng  there  to  take  thai 
matter  up — that  by  uniting  we  might  be  able  in 
some  measure  to  remedy  the  present  state  of  things. 
Having  lately  come  to  reside  near  Llangorse,  I  have 
viewed  with  disgust  the  modes  of  takmg  pike  as  at 
present  carried  on,  and  which  can  only  have  one 
end — namely,  in  utterly  ruining  what  might  bo  with 
fair  play  a  really  first-class  lake  for  winter  pike 
fishing.  As  matters  stand  at  present  the  lake  is 
simplj'  covered  witli  trimmers  day  and  night  tho 
whole"  year  round,  and  rod-fishing  continues  with 
unabated  vigour  through  spring  and  summer.  Is 
this  legal  ?  The  pike  in  Llangorse,  I  fancy,  spawn 
early,  and  last  spring  in  April  and  May  hundreds 
were  caught,  chiefly  fish  of  21b.  to  51b.,  many  smaller] 
even  than  that  (none  are  ever  returned,  I  believe);! 
at  that  time  the  weeds  had  not  grown  up,  and  any- 
body, by  rowing  round  and  rounci  the  lake  trailing  a 
spoon,  could  catch  dozens  of  these  wretched  Uttle. 
scarecrows.  Should  any  of  your  readers  care  ti 
interest  themselves  in  the  matter,  I  should  be  mos 
pleased  to  communicate  with  them  with  a  view  to 
seeing  if  it  is  not  possible  to  remedy  the  present 
state  of  evils. — Yours  truly,  Ltrcius. 

[It  seems  a  pity  that  such  poaching  should  be 
allowed  ;  if  it  is  a  private  lake,  as  in  all  probability 
it  is,  cannot  the  owner  or  owners  bo  approached  on 
the  subject  ? — Ed.] 

NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  ANGLERS 
Dear  Sir, — As  the  representatives  present  at  tin 
Preliminary  Conference  on  May  16  were  not  in 
position  to  bind  their  associations  to  the  recommen' 
dations  decided  upon,  I  was  instructed  to  cal 
another  meeting  later  on.  Sufficient  time  having' 
now  elapsed,  I  hereby  convene  the  said  meeting  for 
Saturday,  Oct.  3,  1903,  to  be  held  at  one  o'clock  p.m 
at  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Edmmid -street,  Birming-: 
ham. — Yours  truly,  Thos.  W.  Redford 

(Hon.  Sec.  pro  tern.) 
57,  Dorset-street,  Bolton,  Sept.  21,  1903. 
[A  full  accoimt  of  the  Preliminary  Conference  or 
May  16  appeared  in  our  issue  of  May  23. — Ed.] 

A  LARGE  CHAR. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  as  to  the  weight 
of  the  largest  char  reported  to  have  been  taken  in 
recent  years?  A  Mr.  Robinson,  of  this  town,  fishing 
at  Arley  on  Severn  on  Sept.  13  took  on  a  side- 
line baited  with  live  bait  a  char  weighing  31b.  IJoz. 
John  Bickerdyke,  in  his  book  of  the  "  All-roimd 
Angler,"  says  one  of  the  largest  char  ever  taken  was 
caught  in  Windermere  by  a  Mr.  Higham,  of  BownesSj 
and  weighed  21b.  loz.  Tliinking  this  fish  mighl 
prove  to  be  a  rainbow  or  some  other  trout  I  wen| 
and  examined  it  myself,  and  it  was  imdoubtedly  a 
char. — Yours  truly,  H.  Ebury. 

Kidderminster. 

{Several  letters  <»re  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  213.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHINO  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Slessrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  loi  gd 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    6».  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2*.  Sd 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  6d 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page...    g  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  6*  per  inch  of  single  column  {i  cols,  to 


The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertiiements  mtist  arrive  not  later  than  t%ao  o'clock  on 
Wednesday/,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  BIVSAM,  London.' 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORj 

The  Late  Duke  of  Richmond.- 
Rightly  or  wrongly,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
late  Duke  of  Richmond  was  held  to  be  responsible 
for  the  falling  off  in  the  Spey  as  a  salmon  river  in 
that  part  of  it  above  his  property.  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  in  a  long  letter  in  the 
Times  of  Sept.  29,  gives  his  view  of  the  matter, 
which  is  of  great  weight,  for  we  all  know  he  could 
and  would  be  influenced  by  nothing  but  the  facts 
which  came  before  him.  In  1891  Mr.  Ffennell  was 
asked  by  the  upper  proprietors  to  visit  the  river  and 
report  on  it  generally.  He  did  so,  and  "came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  chief  cause  of  decay  was 
mainly  owing  to  the  diligent  and  persistent  manner 
in  which  the  nets  were  worked  along  the  narrow  and 
fresh  waters  of  the  river.  But  it  was  not  alone  in  the 
lower  waters  of  the  river  that  this  close  system  of 
netting  was  practised.  In  certain  waters  in  the 
upper  Spey  rights  exist,  or  at  any  rate  are  claimed, 
of  putting  in  the  net  and  fishing  for  what  is  called 
'  the  house  '—that  is,  when  a  fish  is  wanted  for  the 
table  and  cannot  be  got  by  rod  and  line,  a  net  can 
be  legitimately  worked  and  the  fish  captured  used 
for  the  table  in  the  house  of  the  proprietor  or 
lessee  of  the  water.  When  visiting  the  river  I  was 
credibly  informed  that  in  many  instances  the  net 
is  not  put  in  all  the  year  round.  In  other  cases  it 
IS  only  used  once  or  twice  during  the  season  with 
the  view  of  supplying  the  house.  From  the  results 
of  certam  inquiries  I  made  I  obtained,  however, 
convincing  evidence  that  salmon  are  sometimes 
taken  in  those  upper  waters  in  considerable 
numbers  and  sent  to  market,  which,  of  course,  is  a 
very  different  matter  than  fishing  merely  for  '  the 
house.' 

"In  regard  to  the  false  charges  brought  against 
the  late  Dake  of  fishing  illegally,  the  following 
appeared  in  my  report  to  the  upper  proprietors  :— 

•"In  my  opinion,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so, 
I  consider  the  Duke  of  Richmond  is  robbing  himself 
(from  over  netting).  In  saying  this  it  must  be 
distinctly  understood  that  I  do  not  in  the  least 
believe  that  the  Duke's  fishermen  are  in  any  way 
infringing  the  law,  or  fishing  beyond  the  rights  he 


enjoys  along  the  river.  On  the  contrary,  indeed, 
the  Duke,  were  he  so  inclined,  might  fish  much 
more  extensively,  both  in  the  sea  and  river,  than 
he  does  at  present ;  and  I  have  fittle  doubt  that 
were  the  fishmgs  which  he  holds  in  the  hands  of 
different  proprietors  the  river  would  be  much  more 
exclusively  netted  than  it  is  at  present.'  " 

If  Mr.  Ffennell's  conclusions  are  correct  it  is  clear 
that  the  restriction  of  netting  must  extend  to  the 
whole  river  if  it  is  to  benefit  to  the  extent  that  has 
been  so  liberally  anticipated. 

The  Proposal  to  put  Rainbows  into  the 

OusB  AT  St.;  Neots  is  Abandoned,; 
I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  following  letter,  which 
I  have  received  from  the  Rev.  A.-  G.  Cane,  that  the 
Ouse  pike  are  not  to  be  fed  on  rainbows.    Mr.  Cane 


"Dear  Sir,— With  reference  to  your  letter  of 
Sept.  10  in  the  St.  Neots  Advertiser,  I  must  inform 
you  that  your  opinion  has  been  endorsed  by  many 
others.  When  the  subject  of  introducing  trout  into 
the  Ouse  was  first  suggested  it  was  taken  up  warmly, 
and  had  there  been  any  prospect  of  the  success  of 
the  scheme  a  good  sum  would  have  been  subscribed, 
but  your  letter  was  too  convincing.  We  have 
decided  to  proceed  no  further  in  the  matter  and  to 
return  the  money  that  has  been  subscribed.  We 
are  grateful  to  you,  sir,  for  your  disinterested  advice  ; 
at  the  same  time  we  wish  it  could  have  been  favour- 
able.—Yours  faithfully,  A.-  G  Cane 
"St.  Neots,  Sept.  29.'-^ 

It  will  be  a  satisfaction  to  Mr.  Cane  to  know  that 
Mr.  W.  Senior,  the  editor  of  the  Field,  who  knows 
the  Ouse,  entirely  endorses  what  I  said  as  to  the 
unsuitability  of  a  good  pike  river  like  the  Ouse  for 
rainbows. 


Large  Baits  of  Paste  and  Light  Rods  fob 

Large  Chub  and  Roach.; 
When  fishing  for  chub  and  roach  recently  with 
my  brother  on  a  friend's  water  on  the  Hampshire 
Stour,  we  had  some  capital  sport  using  ordinary 
bread  paste,  but  in  large  lumps — well,  nearly  as 
large  as  a  pigeon's  egg.  We  used  fly  rods  and 
tackle,  and  the  excellent  No.  10  Crystal  roach  hooks 
sold  by  Mr.  Gold,  of  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E.,  on  fine  drawn  gut.  They  are  simply 
first-rate.'  We  had  been  using  baits  the  ordinary 
size  for  roach — about  the  size  of  a  pea — and  got 
plenty  of  fair  roach,  when  my  brother  said,  "  I  am 
going  to  put  a  good  dollop  on.".  The  keeper  and  I 
smiled  as  he  hid  the  little  roach  hook  in  a  bi" 
lump  of  paste  and  swung  it  out  upstream  in  strong 
running  water  below  a  waving  mass  of  submerged 
weeds,  but  the  float  had  scarcely  travelled  down  a 
yard  or  so  when  under  it  went,  and  a  fine  chub 
was  soon  fighting  splendidly.  The  stream  was 
about  six  feet  in  depth,  and  we  fished  about  two 
feet  from  the  bottom,  and  could  occasionally,  when 
the  swirl  of  the  water  did  not  prevent  it,  see  a  chub 
rise  and  bolt  the  big  paste  bait  with  great  confidence. 
We  had  several  chub  from  31b.  to  51b.,  and  almost 
the  second  swim  down  with  a  big  bait  I  had  one 
getting  on  for  61b.,  which  Messrs.  Cooper  are  setting 
up.  It  weighed  51b.  11  ^oz.  more  than  twenty -four 
hours  after  it  was  caught.  I  had  some  of  the  best 
fish  using  Messrs.  Ogden  Smith's  "  Little  Warrior  " 
dry-fly  rod,  9Jf  t.  and  under  6oz.  in  weight.  It  makes 
a  perfect  punt  rod  as  well  as  fly  rod.  Writing  from 
memory  the  other  day  I  called  it  the  "Little 
Champion  "  by  mistake.  Considering  the  fact  that 
there  was  an  almost  constant  procession  of  pleasure 
boats  through  our  swims,  we  were  very  lucky  to 
get  the  fish  we  did. 

About  the  Rainbow  Trout; 
The  following  note  is  from  the  editor  of  Le 
Pecheur,  one  of  the  leading  French  angling  papers. 

"  Tours,  39,  Rue  Nicolas  Simon. 
"  Sept.  27. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  have  read  with  utmost 
interest  your  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Sept.  26, 
about  the  rainbow  trout,  and  so  far  as  my  little 
experience  goes  I  agree  entirely  with  its  conclusions. 
But  lam  surprised  not  to  find  in  it  an  opinion 
about  the  alleged  connection  between  the  said 
rainbow  and  the  steelhead  or  gairdneri  salmo. 

"  You  know,  of  course,  that  there  is  at  present  a 
number  of  pisciculturists  who  believe  that  the  rain- 
bow is  nothing  else  than  the  smoltof  the  steelhead. 
If  such  is  really  the  case  we  have  at  once  an 
explanation  of  its  vanishing  propensities,  and  why 


in  closed  waters  it  thrives  so  badly  after  its  second 
or  third  year. 

"  I  would  like  very  much  to  have  your  opinion 
on  this  most  important  question,  and  hope  you 
would  not  have  any  objection  against  my  publishing 
it  in  Le  Pecheur.  Hoping  you  will  excuse  this  rather 
indiscreet  request,  I  beg  to  bo  believed,  dear  sir, 
very  sincerely  yours,  '-'P.  d'Ivry, 

Deleguc  Gi'neral  de  la  Commission  do 
peche  du  Cassin  de  la  Loire, 
Direction  du  Pecheur."- 
It  seems  to  be  still  an  open  question  as  to  just 
what  the  rainbow  trout  really  is;    Here  is  what 
Jordan   and  Evermann,   who  are   the  accepted 
American  authorities  on  the  fishes  of  the  United 
States,  say.  In  "  American  Game  Fishes,"  page  195, 
et  seq.,  they  say  respecting  the  rainbow  trout  {Salnvo 
trideus). 

"  In  mountain  streams  of  the  coast  ranges  of  the 
Pacific  States,  and  on  the  west  slopes  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada  mountains,  are  found  the  various  forms  of 
trout  which  are  collectively  regarded  as  constituting 
the  rainbow  trout  series. 

"Members  of  this  series  are  distinguished  from 
those  of  the  steelhead  series  by  their  larger  scales, 
and  generally  by  their  smaller  size  and  brighter 
coloration. 

"  From  the  cut  throat  series  they  differ  in  their 
larger  scales,  brighter  coloration,  and  usually  in 
the  absence  of  red  on  the  throat; 

^'  As  already  stated,  however,  in  some  parts  of 
their  range  these  series  are  inextricably  mixed,  and 
present  classifications  can  be  regarded  only  as 
provisional; 

"The  typical  rainbow  trout  {Salmo  irideus)  is 
found  only  in  the  small  brooks  of  the  coast  ranges 
in  CaUfomia,  from  the  Klamath  river  to  the  San 
Luis  Ray  in  San  Diego  County.; 

"  It  is  subject  to  large  local  variations,  some  of 
these  landlocked  in  peculiar  brooks,  as  in  Parisima 
Creek  in  San  Mateo  County,  where  the  individuals 
are  small  and  brightly  coloured,  and  popularly 
regarded  as  a  distinct  species. 

"  It  is  thought  by  some  anglers  that  the  young  fish 
hatched  in  the  brooks  from  eggs  of  the  steelhead 
remain  in  mountain  streams  from  six  to  thirty-six 
months,  going  down  to  the  sea  with  the  high  waters 
of  spring,  after  which  they  return  to  spa-mi  as 
typical  steelhead  trout. 

"Those  which  are  landlocked,  or  which  do  not 
descend,  remain  rainbows  all  their  lives. 

"  As  against  this  view,  we  have  the  fact  that  to 
the  northward  the  rainbow  and  the  steelhead  are 
always  distinguishable,  and  the  scales  in  the  latter 
are  always  smaller  than  in  typical  rainbow  trout." 

The  unsatisfactory  point  about  the  rainbow  trout 
is  that  after  doing  splendidly  in  some  waters  in  this 
country  where  it  can  be  prevented  from  escaping, 
after  a  time  it  becomes  a  ground  feeder,  of  no  use 
to  the  fly  fisher,  and  in  some  instances  deteriorates 
generally.  It  appears  quickly  to  arrive  at  maturity, 
and  as  quickly  to  fall  off  and  lose  its  sporting 
quaUties.  The  moral  is,  that  if  you  want  to  have 
good  sport  with  rainbows  you  must  keep  on 
restocking;  they  do  not  appear  to  increase  in  a 
wild  state  in  this  coimtry. 

Angler's  Guide  for  the  Shetlands. 
Anglers  who  have  visited  the  Shetlands,  and 
those  who  may  think  of  doing  so.  will  I  think  be 
interested  in  a  Uttle  work  compiled  by  our  old 
contributor  "  Black  Beetle,"  and  entitled  "  Angler's 
Guide  for  the  Shetlands."  It  is  pubUshed  by 
Messrs.  John  Tait  &  Co.,  Lerwick,  Shetland.  It 
deals  with  the  principal  angling  centres,  hotels, 
inns,  outfit,  sea-trout  fishing  in  fresh  water,  ditto  in 
salt  water,  loch  fishing,  burn  fishing,  sea  fishing, 
etc.  It  is  modestly  written  from  personal  experi- 
ence, and  I  feel  sure  can  be  relied  upon. 

Black  Bass  for  English  Waters — Another 

Trial  Suggested. 
Mr.  Thomas  B.  Mills,  of  William  Mils  &  Son.  of 
New  York,  called  on  me  the  other  day  and  we  had 
a  httle  chat  about  fishing  and  old  times  and  old 
friends.  Mr.  Mills  was  over  here  and  competed  at 
the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  on  the  Lea 
some  time  in  the  eighties.  He  is  the  sole  maker  of 
the  celebrated  Leonard  rod,  and  told  me  he  had 
been  much  amused  at  the  correspondence  on  light 
rods  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  As  regards  the  2oz. 
and  2|oz.  rods,  which  had  come  in  for  some  ridicule 
here,  they  were  merely  a  special  line — if  a  rod  can 
be  called  a  line— and  that  the  great  majority  of 
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their  trout  fly  rods  ranged  in  weight  from  4oz.  to 
8oz.  ]VIi-.  Mills  said  that  he  could  not  understand 
why  we  in  this  country  ignored  the  black  bass  so 
completely ;  he  was  sure  if  we  knew  what  a  grand 
game  fish  it  was  we  should  never  rest  content 
until  we  had  made  it  at  home  in  suitable  waters 
here.  I  reminded  Mr.  Mills  of  the  attempts  we 
made  in  the  eighties  to  acclimatise  the  fish  here, 
but  without  success,  but  he  thought  we  could  not 
have  h»d  the  right  kind  or  tried  them  in  the  right 
water;  As  I  pointed  out  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  not 
long  ago,  it  would  be  a  much  easier  matter  to  try 
the  experiment  now,  as  the  black  bass  has  for 
years  been  acclimatised  in  Germany,  and  if  I  had  a 
lake  in  which  roach  and  perch  did  well,  I  certainly 
would  get  some  hundreds  of  young  black  bass  to 
try  in  it.  If  one  of  our  fish  breeders  would  try  the 
experiment  I  would  give  him  a  good  free  advertise- 
ment about  the  fish  once  a  month  for  a  year,  and 
would  tell  him  how  and  where  to  get  the  young 
fish. 


Grayling  Fishing  at  Hungebfoed; 

Visitors  to  Hungerford  for  the  grayling  fishing 
may  be  interested  to  know  that  the  lessees  of  the 
water  have  decided  on  ploughing  the  shallows  this 
autumn.  I  understand  that  the  work  was  to  have 
commenced  on  Thursday  last  (Oct.;  1).  My  in- 
formant says : — 

"  The  disturbance  to  the  water  and  the  harrying 
of  the  fish  will  be  so  great  that  I  should  say  grayling 
fishing  will  be  very  much  '  off '  until  things  quiet 
down  a  bit.  I  am  not  an  expert  in  trout  spawning 
matters,  but  as  quite  an  outsider  I  should  imagine 
that  the  trout  in  the  Hungerford  portion  of  the 
Kennet  can  make  their  own  redds  without  human 
assistance,  just  as  other  trout  do.  Of  course,  the 
result  of  the  ploughing  will  be  that  the  grayling 
will  tail  frightfully,  and  it  will  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  get  fish  at  and  near  the  places  where 
the  plough  has  been  at  work.  Why  on  earth  the 
lessees  should  choose  October  of  all  months  in  the 
year  for  this  business  I  cannot  imagine." 

Of  course,  where  a  spawning  bed  has  become 
covered  with  mud  and  weed  it  is  necessary  to  clear 
it,  but  I  should  think  November  would  be  quite 
soon  enough  to  do  that. 

Headache  Caused  by  using  Nitro  Powder. 

I  think  the  following  from  the  American  Field 
may  be  useful  to  many  Fishing  Gazette  readers.  I 
have  noticed  an  unpleasant  sensation  in  the  head 
after  using  some  kinds  of  smokeless  powder. 

"  Adrian,  Mich. 

"  Editor  American  Field, — In  your  issue  of 
August  29  one  of  your  correspondents  asks  for 
information  concerning  a  headache  caused  by 
shooting  nitro  powder.  In  looking  over  your  issue 
of  the  following  week  I  was  surprised  that  no  one 
had  come  to  your  correspondent's  relief,  as  the 
cause  of  the  trouble  is  simple. 

"  The  majority  of  nitro  powders  now  used  contain 
nitro  glycerine.  This  substance  causes  intense 
headaches  to  those  unaccustomed  to  it,  a  fact  well 
known  to  miners  and  other  users  of  high  explosives. 
It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  when  a  powder  causes 
headache  that  it  contains  nitro  glycerine'  All 
persons  are  not  affected  alike,  and  some  can  shoot 
with  impunity  a  load  which  causes  much  sufiering 
to  others. 

"  I  would  suggest  that  your  correspondent  try  a 
different  powder.  If  he  has  been  using  a  bulk 
powder  let  him  try  a  dense,  or  the  reverse. 

"  I  have  used  twenty-eight  grains  of  an  imported 
dense  powder  without  discomfort,  although  firing 
as  high  as  two  hundred  shells  in  an  afternoon. 
There  is,  however,  no  necessity  for  such  an  extreme 
load.  Twenty-five  grains  and  one  and  one-quarter 
ounces  of  shot  is  ample  for  anything  except  live 
birds  at  the  extreme  ranges,  say,  thirty  yards  or 
more.  "L.  F.'i 

The  Doonks. 

Mr.  T.  Burleigh  has  published  a  second  edition 
of  Mr.  Edwin  J,  Rawle's  httle  work  "  The  Doones 
of  Exmoor."  Mr.  Rawle's  contention  is  that  the 
Doone  tradition  is  of  very  much  greater  antiquity 
than  is  generally  supposed,  and,  in  fact,  that  for 
Doones  we  should  read  Danes.  Mr.  Rawle  has 
failed  to  convince  critics  who  were  born  and  bred 
in  the  Exmoor  district,  and  until  he  does  that  we 
may  still  keep  our  belief  in  the  seventeenth  century 
Dconcs. 


Grey  Mullet  Fishing; 

Anyone  who  is  fond  of  grey  mullet  fishing  should 
make  a  note  of  this  "Occasional  Note"  for  use 
next  summer,  or  up  to  the  middle  of  September.- 
About  forty  minutes'  walk  from  Christchurch 
Station,  in  Hampshire,  there  is  a  quaint  little 
ancient  black  house  called  the  Haven  Inn,  which 
can  always  supply  bread  and  cheese  and  good  beer, 
and  generally  new  laid  eggs,  but  if  you  want  bacon 
you  must  take  a  few  rashers  with  you,  and  the 
landlady  will  cook  it  nicely  and  serve  it  cleanly. 
It  is  a  place  that  reminds  one  of  some  of  Dickens's 
inns,  and  serves  mainly  for  the  refreshment  of 
fishermen  and  sailors.  When  we  called  there  one 
day  last  August,  and  asked  the  landlady  where  we 
could  get  some  mullet  fishing,  she  sent  for  her  son, 
a  pleasant,  civil-spoken  fisherman,  who  soon  dug 
some  ragworm,  and  explained  how  the  mullet 
were  to  be  caught,  and  where.  The  place  has  been 
already  referred  to  by  "The  Amateur  Angler'-  in 
his  recent  articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  is  a 
hundred  yards  or  so  on  the  river  below  the  little 
black  Haven  Inn.  Thousands  of  mullet  run  up 
from  the  sea  during  the  season,  but  curiously 
enough  there  appears  to  be  only  one  spot  where  they 
will  take  a  bait,  and  that  is  a  deep  hole  formed  by 
the  scour  of  the  tide,  where  a  little  breakwater 
projects.  I  asked  many  fishermen  who  knew  the 
place,  and  they  all  agreed  that  you  stood  a  very 
good  chance  of  catching  mullet  if  you  had  your 
boat  anchored  by  means  of  a  big  stone  let  down 
near  the  hole  so  that  you  can  fish  it.  Some  days 
there  are  five  or  six  boats  there,  and  all  getting 
fish — that  is,  when  the  mullet  are  about,  if  they  are 
not  about  you  will  not  get  them.  The  tide  runs 
strong,  and  you  want  a  good  lead  fastened  to  a 
couple  of  yards  of  gut.  with  hooks  about  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  in  gape — that  is,  from  point  across  to 
shank — on  a  short  length  of  gut,  fairly  stiff,  so  as  to 
stand  out  well,  and  three  of  them  on  the  line, 
paternoster  fashion ;  in  fact,  a  perch  paternoster 
would  do  very  well  for  this  mullet  fishing.  The 
bait  is  ragworm,  which  can  be  dug  out  of 
the  sandy  soil  when  the  tide  is  out.  Many 
other  baits  have  been  tried,  but  with  little 
or  no  effect.  Fresh  ragworm  is  the  thing, 
and  it  is  a  far  pleasanter  bait  to  use  than  the 
luscious  lug.  W6  used  short,  light  rods,  the 
method  of  fishing  being  to  let  the  baited  line  down 
until  the  lead  is  on  the  bottom,  then  to  hold  it  taut 
so  as  to  feel  the  bite.  In  spring  tides  the  seaweed 
is  a  nuisance,  and  has  to  be  cleared  off  constantly, 
as  it  covers  the  hooks.  I  noticed  one  of  the  anglers, 
a  coastguardsman.  who  got  many  fish,  adopted 
the  method  of  baiting  recommended  in  "  Wilcock's 
Sea  Fisherman " — that  is,  he  left  a  long  streamer 
of  worm  depending  from  each  hook.  iSs  rod  had 
got  a  bit  of  a  kink  in  it  due  to  the  exertions  of  an 
8lb.  bass  which  he  had  caught  a  few  days  previously. 
The  remarks  he  made  and  the  chaff  he  got  from 
his  friends  as  to  what  would  happen  to  that  kink  if 
he  got  a  good  fish  on  kept  us  amused  while  we 
waited  for  the  tide  to  slacken  a  bit.  When  he  did 
get  a  bite,  bang  went  the  rod,  and  the  language 
tairly  smoked  for  a  time.  But  they  were  a  very 
jolly  crew,  and  when  the  mullet  began  to  bite,  and 
lovely  fresh-run  fish  up  to  2lb.  and  more  were 
bending  the  rods,  the  excitement  was  general.  In 
the  strong  stream  the  mullet  fight  wonderfully,  and 
if  it  was  not  for  the  heavy  weight  necessary  to  keep 
the  line  in  place,  of  course  would  give  better  sport 
stilL  As  it  was  they  often  got  away.  When  you 
get  a  mullet  on  board  do  not  grasp  him  with  your 
naked  hand  unless  you  know  how  to  avoid  the 
sharp  spine  on  the  back.  A  landing-net  is  always 
used.  We  had  some  mullet,  not  many,  up  to 
2lb..  and  found  them  excellent  eating. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  I  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  Sept.  26,  page  203,  what  I  am 
certain  is  a  first-rate  wrinkle  for  fishing  such  a 
place  as  I  have  described,  or  any  place  in  a  very 
strong  current.  I  have  asked  "Coroner"  to  be 
good  enough  to  send  me  an  illustrated  sketch,  as 
one  or  two  readers  are  not  quite  clear  as  to  the 
method.  R.  B.  Marston. 


Fish  Trapped. — A  remarkable  scene  was  wit- 
nessed recently  in  Dover  harbour.  After  the  closing 
of  the  Granville  dock  gates  it  was  found  that  the 
water  was  teeming  with  fine  grey  mullet.  The  fish, 
many  of  which  weighed  three  pounds,  had  entered 
in  a  large  shoal  with  the  tide,  and  been  trapped  when 
the  dock  closed.  Throughout  the  day  a  large  number 
of  people  were  endeavouring  to  capture  the  fish. 


THE  NEW  BOAED  OF 
AGEICULTUEE  AND  EISHEEIES. 


In  pursuance  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  Act,  1903,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  under  the  Salmon  and  Fresh  Water 
Fisheries  Acts,  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Acts, 
and  other  Acts  relating  to  the  industry  of  fishing, 
will,  as  from  Oct.  1,  be  transferred  from  that 
department  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  is 
to  be  styled  in  future  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury  have  sanctioned  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Assistant  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  fishery 
business,  and  the  Earl  of  Onslow  has  appointed  to 
that  position  Mr.  Walter  Edward  Archer,  who  has 
hitherto  held  the  post  of  Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries 
under  the  Board  of  Trader 


"CLOSING  DOWN." 


In  another  fortnight  the  Scotch  angling  and 
shooting  seasons  will  be  on  the  wane,  if  they  are  not 
then  over  altogether.  The  brown  trout  season  ends 
on  Oct.  15,  after  which  it  is  unlawful  to  angle  for 
them.  True  finnock  and  sea-trout  angling  may  go 
on  till  the  end  of  the  salmon  season,  and  as  the 
paraphernalia  for  the  one  sport,  in  the  form  of 
baits,  flies,  etc.,  is  identical  with  that  of  the  other 
anglers  may  continue  searching  for  finnock  or 
whitUng  after  the  brown  trout  season  has  been 
closed  down,  but  they  must  be  careful  not  to  be 
found  with  brown  trout,  however  great  the  tempta- 
tion may  be  to  take  them.  Many  tidal  trout  are 
nothing  else  but  brown  trout,  and  they  must  be 
returned  after  Oct.  15  as  being  unseasonable  fish. 

It  may  be  some  years  before  the  close  time  for 
trout  in  Scotland  will  bear  the  rich  fruit  that 
was  anticipated  in  advocating  the  passing  of  the 
measure.  Trout  do  not  grow  large  in  either 
numbers  or  size  in  a  day,  and  when  a  big  one  is 
captured  it  takes  some  little  time  till  his  place  can 
be  taken  by  his  son,  or  grandson  for  that  matter.- 
Not  so  with  the  salmon — they  come  and  go.  Like 
migratory  beasts  and  birds  of  all  kinds  their  coming 
and  going  prevents  their  being  seriously  missed 
until  there  is  a  decided  slump  in  the  supply,  and 
then  the  hue  and  cry  gets  on  the  wind.  This  is 
the  second  season  in  the  hfetime  of  the  brown 
trout  Act  of  protection,  and  in  another  year  or 
two  its  lasting  and  beneficial  effect  will  be  more 
apparent.  Anglers  welcomed  it.  They  are  anxious 
to  be  loyal  to  it,  and  it  will  be  their  duty  now  to 
see  that  it  is  rigorously  enforced  by  voluntarily 
constituting  themselves  watchers  and  bailiffs  for 
the  time  being. 

The  salmon  season  on  the  Tay  and  Spey  ends  on 
Oct.  15.  but  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  it  goes 
on  till  Oct.  31,  and  on  the  Solway,  Tweed,  and 
Shetland  systems  for  some  time  longer  still,  the 
Tweed  being  the  last  to  close  down  on  Nov.  30. 

The  salmon  season  all  over  has  been  an  exceed- 
ingly good  one,  and  is  apparently  to  be  so  up  to 
the  very  end.  Not  for  many  years  have  so  many 
heavy  fish  been  grassed  in  September,  these  being 
reserved  usually  till  October  was  well  advanced 
and  the  closing  days  near  at  hand.  On  the  Tay 
Lord  Blythswood,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats,  Colonel 
Anderson,  Lord  Hardwicke,  Mr.  Wolff,  Mr.  Moon, 
Colonel  Gostwych,  Mrs.  Coats,  Mrs.  Hutchieson,  and 
Miss  Hutchieson  have  been  eminently  successful, 
and  with  another  semi-flood  to  bring  up  the  crowds 
offish  in  the  estuary  a  really  first-class  closing  time 
of  it  would  be  had  indeed. 

On  the  Spey  the  best  of  the  season  will  now  be 
left  alone.  As  I  write,  the  latest  telegram  from 
Gordon  Castle  is  that  the  old  Duke  is  "sinking 
fast."  The  house  party  took  its  departure  on 
Saturday  morning,  and  all  angling  and  shooting 
has  been  suspended.  The  Prince  of  Wales  was  to 
have  spent  a  week  or  so  there  from  Oct.  2,  but 
that  will  now  be  offv  The  old  Duke  was  full  of 
years,  and  passes  away  after  an  active,  busy  life, 
the  latter  part  of  which  has  been  devoted  entirely 
to  his  domestic  and  parochial  duties.  It  will  be  a 
lasting  monument  to  his  memory  among  anglers 
that  his  last  act  was  to  redeem  the  Spey  from 
oblivion  as  a  salmon  river,  and  restore  it  to  its 
former  prestige  as  one  of  the  first  salmon  streams 
in  the  kingdom.  As  a  salmon  angler  he  could  hold 
his  own  with  all  who  came  his  way  almost  to  the 
very  last,  and  was  old-fashioned  enough  to  stick  to 
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the  fly  in  preference  to  all  other  fancied  or  fanciful 
lures. 

The  Dee  began  to  yield  some  good  sport  last 
week.  The  Duchess  of  Fife  has  had  an  excellent 
season  on  the  Mar  Lodge  waters,  and  wiU  see  it  out 
till  the  very  close.  The  Prince  of  Wales  has  had 
one  or  two  days  on  the  river,  but  most  of  his  time 
has  been  spent  with  the  King  and  his  party  on  the 
moor  or  the  glen,  where  the  grouse  and  stag  have 
been  the  wished  for  quarry  and  been  found  plentiful 
enough.  In  all  likelihood  the  Prince  and  Princess 
will  stay  on  till  Oct  6  or  7  at  Abergeldie,  vmless  they 
pay  a  visit  again  to  the  Sassoons  at  Tulchan  Lodge. 
On  the  Carlogie  water  on  Thursday  last  (Sept.  24), 
Miss  Peck  had  a  rare  run  with  a  30-pounder.  She 
hooked  it  about  6  p.m.  in  the  dusk  and  hung  on  to 
it  for  1  hour  and  40  minutes  before  being  brought 
to  the  gaff  with  the  aid  of  lantern  light.  It  was  a 
beauty  of  a  fish  and  fresh  up  from  the  sea.  iliss 
Pickering  had  one  of  261b.  and  3Ir.  W.  Farquhar 
one  of  191bi  near  the  same  spot  on  the  Dee. 

G.  M. 


TEOUT  FISHING  IX  THE 
BEATSBEEG  AMT,  NOEWAY. 

Although  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  repairing 
for  a  number  of  years  to  the  same  tract  of  coimtry 
in  Norway  for  trout-fishing  purposes,  we  have  long 
ago  realised  that  to  calculate  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  upon  the  water  conditions  during  the  first 
fortnight  or  so  of  the  short  season  is  hopeless  ;  and 
this  year  our  anticipations  in  such  connection  have 
been  more  upset  than  ever. 

Circumstances  prevented  our  reaching  the  moun- 
tainous region  of  the  Bratsberg  Amt  before  the 
beginning  of  July,  by  which  time,  as  a  rule,  our  bag 
has  on  previous  occasions  attained  considerable 
dimensions  ;  but  instead  of  finding  that  we  were 
somewhat  late  of  arriving  at  the  scene  of  operations, 
it  soon  became  evident  that  the  reverse  was  the 
case.  AU  the  rivers  and  lakes  were  in  heavy  snow 
flood.  Enormous  masses  of  snow  lay  on  the  higher 
fjelds,  and  at  the  time  of  writing — the  middle  of 
August — the  volume  of  water  passing  down  several 
Important  systems  is  altogether  abnormal.  Xo 
such  fall  as  that  which  took  place  during  the  winter 
of  1902-3  on  the  mountains  has  been  experienced 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  the  quantity  that 
must  remain  unmelted  by  this  summer's  sun  will 
certainly  go  far  to  balance  any  shortage  in  the 
supply  there  may  be  next  winter. 

WTule  the  rivers  of  course,  on  account  of  the 
violence  of  the  currents,  were  useless  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season,  the  trout  soon  began  to  take  the 
fly  on  the  lakes  in  spite  of  the  low  temperature  of 
the  water  and  the  prevalence  of  cold  northerly 
winds.  Ere  long  baskets  from  151b.  to  25lb.  per  rod 
were  daily  made,  the  difierence  between  the  two 
weights  being  due  as  much  as  anything  to  the 
energy  or  laziness  of  the  individual  performer.  How 
independent  of  insect  food  the  trout  were  appeared 
from  their  condition,  which  was  invariably  excellent, 
and  from  their  flesh,  which  was  nearly  always  pink 
or  red.  In  some  of  the  lochs  visited  the  fish  were 
very  plentiful,  and  on  a  calm  day  in  the  shallows —  in 
from  3ft.  to  6ft.  or  7ft.  of  water — they  were  to  be  seen 
in  shoals.  Under  such  circumstances  it  was  interest- 
ing to  watch  their  behaviour  from  the  boat,  with 
the  oars  carefully  shipped  and  out  of  sight.  Of  the 
craft  itself  they  exhibited  but  little  fear,  merely 
moving  quietly  away  on  its  approach  to  the  distance 
of  a  few  yards.  The  profier  of  flies  mounted  on  fine 
gear  would  elicit  from  them  motions  indicative  of 
interest ;  one  would  come  up  to  within  a  few  inches 
of  the  artificial  insect,  others  would  foUow  suit,  and 
swim  about  in  close  proximity  thereto.  Then  with 
a  sudden  access  of  energy — or  might  it  have  been 
of  hunger  ? — one  would  rush  at  and  seize  the  lure. 
If  hooked,  its  struggles  to  escape,  far  from  scaring 
its  friends,  seemed  to  have  an  attractive  effect  upon 
them.  They  frequently  followed  its  evolutions 
until  the  landing-net  was  introduced.  Bright, 
sunny  days  with  lots  of  wind  were  the  best,  and, 
speaking  generally,  from  12  to  5  were  the  best 
hours.  Not  until  the  sun  had  attained  a  consider- 
able degree  of  strength  did  the  trout  appear  to 
leave  the  deeper  water  in  search  of  food  and 
approach  the  shallows  in  any  numbers. 

It  is  a  popular  belief  among  the  natives,  and  one 
which  is  too  often  accepted  by  foreign  anglers  in 
Norway,  that  there  is  Uttle  or  no  use  in  fishing  for 


trout  with  the  fly  when  a  big  snow  flood  is  on  early 
in  the  season.  Such  is  by  no  means  the  case,  as  far 
at  any  rate  as  lakes  are  concerned.  On  the  con- 
trary, such  a  state  of  matters  has  its  advantages, 
for,  avoiding  as  they  do  the  shallows,  except  during 
the  warmer  hours  of  the  daj-,  the  fish  are  not  cap- 
tured by  the  nets  which  are  in  more  or  less  general 
use  pretty  nearly  everywhere  throughout  the 
country,  and  which  are  of  course  only  in  position 
during  the  nights.  \Mierever  we  went  this  year  the 
complaint  was  universal  that  the  nets  had  done  very 
badly,  and  this  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  low 
temperature  of  the  water  induced  by  the  prolonged 
snow  flood. 

^Vhile  on  the  subject  of  nets  and  other  things 
which  are  an  abomination  in  the  eyes  of  the  sports- 
man, and  the  constant  sight  of  which  on  Norwegian 
inland  waters  frequently  cause  him  to  "  swear 
'orrible,"  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  many 
districts  the  people  are  so  poor  that  the  exercise  of 
their  fishing  rights  contributes  materially  to  their 
means  of  existence.    That  they  should  be  expected 
to  forego  these  in  return  for  the  small  sums  which 
passing  foreign  anglers  may  be  incUned  to  pay 
during  their  short  stay  in  the  country  is  altogether 
unreasonable  ;    and  for  the  latter  to  abuse  the 
peasants,  as  they  very  often  do,  as  a  poaching  lot, 
because  they  caimot  afford  the  money  to  buy  or  the 
time  to  use  fine  English  ro,>  and  tackle,  and  stick  to 
the  net  and  the  "  otter.  •      .idiculous.    The  diffi- 
culty which  appUes  mosu  -  quently  is  the  absence 
of  co-operation,  and  inabihty  on  the  part  of  _  the 
peasants  to  understand  that  netting,  especially 
when  carried  on  during  the  spawning  season,  as  it 
almost  invariably  is,  and  "  ottering "  must  ulti- 
mately end  in  the  destruction  of  the  stock  of  fish, 
and  that  they  cannot  expect  to  go  on  conducting 
these  operations  and  at  the  same  time  receive  a 
sporting  rental  from  anglers.    One  district  where 
we  recently  spent  a  few  days,  and  with  which  we  are 
intimately  acquainted,  is  a  case  in  point.    The  Uttle 
inn  has  accommodation  for  perhaps  half-a-dozen 
guests — not  more  ;  the  beds  (that  important  item) 
are  good,  and  the  fare,  for  an  up-country  hostelry 
on  a  small  scale,  excellent ;  the  surrounding  scenery 
is  charming.    Within  five  minutes'  walk  there  is  a 
capital  trout  loch  about  1^  mile  in  length,  and 
nearly  aU  fly-fishing  water.    In  it  the  trout  grow 
with  great  rapidity  on  account  of  the  abundance  of 
food  which  it  contains,  and  its  main  tributary  is 
admirably  adapted  for  spawning  pm-poses.  But 
the  latter  is  regularly  "  scooped "  with  nets  in 
autumn;  scores  of  nets  are  employed  in  the  lake 
itself  throughout  the  summer,   and  the  deadly 
"  otter  "  is  in  frequent  use.    Even  under  these  dis- 
tinctly unfavourable  conditions  we  have  often  had 
excellent  sport  on  this  sorely-abused  sheet  of  water, 
and  have  been  tempted  to  obtain  a  contract  from 
the  owners  for  the  exclusive  right  to  fish.  On 
getting  to  close  quarters,  however,  not  only  was  the 
sum  demanded — the  paj-ment  of  which  was  sup- 
posed to  put  a  stop  to  netting  and  "  ottering  " — 
excessive,  but  no  allowance  was  to  be  made  for  the 
fish  captured,  which  would  of  course  all  be  given 
away,  probably  to  the  lessors  themselves.  The 
transaction,  therefore,  could  hardly  prove  a  very 
satisfactory  one  to  the  sporting  tenant,  and  more 
especially  as  the  actual  prohibition  of  the  autumn 
netting    seemed    extremely    problematical.  The 
lessee  of  the  fishing  in  such  a  case,  which  is  a  common 
one  in  Norvray.  should  clearly  be  the  host  of  the  inn, 
who  could  then  charge  his  guests  a  definite  price  for 
angUng,  and  keep  the  fish  himself.  But  the  •'  Bonde  " 
is  not  of  a  speculative  nature,  and  unless  he  sees  his 
way  to  an  immediate  return  of  his  money  with  large 
profits  he  will  not  invest.     Unless  the  Enghsh 
angler  be  prepared  to  do  things  on  a  pretty  compre- 
hensive scale,  securing  all  the  rights  on  the  lakes 
and  the  spawning  tributaries  of  the  water  he  pro- 
poses renting,  and  taking  effectual  measures  to 
protect  these,  he  had  better  be  contented  with 
acquiring  local  knowledge  in  as  many  districts  as 
possible,  taking  his  chance  in  those  as  circumstances 
enable  him  to  do  ;  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least, 
with  learning  the  language.    In  the  long  run  this 
will  be  found  more  satisfactory,  more  interesting, 
more  economical,  and  wiU  certainly  be  attended 
with  the  minimum  of  friction. 

Haste  is  a  thing  umknown  in  Norway  under  any 
circumstances  whatever.  Therefore,  when  the 
fisherman  arrives  at  any  given  place  let  him  not 
appear  in  a  hurry  to  make  arrangements  for  sport. 
First  of  all,  let  liim  find  out  a  man  who  owns  the 
fishing  rights  on  a  good  tract  of  water.    Then  let 


him  go  to  this  individual  and  "  haiver  "  with  him 
upon  every  other  subject  under  the  sun  except 
fishing.  Finally,  and  as  a  kind  of  last  conversa- 
tional resort,  let  him  gradually  work  round  to  the 
matter  in  which  he  is  interested.  Apropos  of  this, 
let  him  in  the  first  instance  allow  the  native  to  see 
.that  he  is  not  going  to  be  done,  and  the  chances  are 
that  in  the  end  he  will  obtain  all  the  fishing  he 
wants,  including  the  use  of  a  boat  and  the  services 
of  a  man,  whose  object  it  is  to  see  that  he  gets  as 
many  trout  as  possible,  in  consideration  of  a  pay- 
ment of  from  2  to  3  kroner  a  day  and  the  fish  caught. 
The  effectiveness  of  this  mode  of  procedure  we  have 
often  tested,  and  this  season's  experience  has  con- 
firmed our  opinion  more  than  ever.  The  amount  of 
excellent  trout  water  in  Norway,  which,  from  the 
angler's  point  of  view,  is  allowed  to  go  to  rack  and 
ruin,  is  enormous  ;  but  in  great  districts  of  country 
things  are  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  admit  of  any 
improvement  being  made  in  the  conditions  and 
arrangements.  In  regard  to  the  special  district 
referred  to  above,  we  may  add  that  in  addition  to 
the  lake  close  by  the  door  of  the  inn  there  are  several 
others  almost  as  good  within  easy  walking  distance, 
besides  many  mountain  tarns  all  containing  plenty 
of  trout. 

Let  not  the  foreign  angler  when  moving  about 
Norway  be  induced  without  due  investigation  before- 
hand of  the  conditions  to  xmdertake  long  journeys 
across  rough  mountain  tracks  to  places  where  the 
waters  are  reported  to  be  full  of  fish  of  a  guileless 
and  unsophisticated  nature  and  of  great  size.  The 
chances  are  that  he  will  be  disappointed.  The 
accommodation  is  sure  lo  be  indifferent,  if  not 
abominably  bad.  Food  must  be  taken,  and  the 
odds  are  that  from  the  nearest  Saeter  nets  are 
systematically  worked  and  men  and  boys  eternally 
worm-fishing.  Even  should  the  latter  drawbacks 
not  apply,  the  character  of  the  water,  whether 
mainly  derived  from  deposits  of  snow  or  from  boggy 
moorlands,  has  an  important  bearing,  the  latter 
type  necessarily  coming  into  fishing  trim  long  before 
the  former.  As  an  instance,  we  this  year  at  the 
beginning  of  August  passed  from  one  system  of 
lakes  and  streams  which  were  all  far  above  proper 
fishing  level  to  another  situated  at  about  the  same 
height  above  the  sea,  and  only  twenty  miles  off, 
which  was  far  too  low,  and  where  the  fishing  was 
practically  over.  In  fact,  the  "ifs"  and  anda" 
which  attach  to  trout  fishing  in  Norway  are  far 
more  numerous  than  at  first  appear. 

Angling  in  rivers  is  less  frequently  obtainable  than 
on  lakes,  and  in  addition  to  the  much  greater  interest 
which  it  possesses  it  is  especially  desirable  on  account 
of  the  independence  it  confers.  As  soon  as  hay- 
making commences  labour  is  at  a  premium,  and  it 
is  often  very  difficult  to  obtain  the  services  of  either 
a  man  or  boy  to  row. 

To  recur,  however,  to  our  experiences  of  the 
present  season.  About  the  third  week  in  July  the 
fish  in  the  rivers  where  we  were  at  that  time  deserted 
to  a  great  extent  the  sheltered  comers  and  eddies 
where  they  had  previously  remained  and  took  to 
the  streams.  Even  in  very  rapid  water  they  took 
the  fly.  smaU  Black  Palmers  appearing  particularly 
attractive,  and  soon  good  sport  was  the  result.  But 
owing  to  the  abnormal  masses  of  snow  on  the  moun- 
tains a  spell  of  warmth  invariably  brought  about  a 
rise  in  the  water,  much  of  which  was  thus  rendered 
useless  owing  to  its  torrential  character.  Under 
these  circumstances  a  Devon  or  Phantom  occa- 
sionally came  in  handy,  and  some  better-sized  fish 
were  secured. 

At  one  place  much  excitement  was  caused  by  the 
advent  of  a  bear,  which  intimated  its  arrival  in  the 
neighbom-hood  by  sacrificing  a  sheep.  The  owner, 
on  finding  his  property  thus  imceremoniously  tinned 
into  mutton,  informed  a  couple  of  local  hunters  of 
the  fact.  These  men  then  proceeded  to  the  place 
indicated,  and  having  selected  a  favourable  spot 
overlooking  the  remains  of  the  sheep,  prepared  to 
spend  the  night  there  watching  for  bruin.  Not 
until  one  in  the  morning,  however,  did  the  latter 
turn  up,  and  then  it  was  so  dark  that  the  men  could 
not  see  the  muzzles  of  their  rifles,  much  less  their 
quarry,  although  close  by.  In  the  hope  that  the 
animal  would  prolong  its  stay,  they  did  not  attempt 
a  shot,  but  before  the  first  sign  of  light  showed  in  the 
sky  it  had  completed  its  meal  and  retired.  Tlie 
following  evening  better  success  attended  the  men's 
efforts,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  only  had  elapsed 
before  the  bear  returned  to  the  remains  of  its  victim, 
and  a  salvo  from  the  rifles  terminated  its  existence 
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"EEASON  AND  INSTINCT 
IN  ANIMALS." 


In  a  very  interesting  article  on  "Reason  and 
Instinct  in  Animals,'!  by  Dr.  W,  Shufeldt,  in 
Shooting  and  Fishing,  the  doctor  holds  very  strongly 
to  the  view  that  animals  possess  the  power  to 
reason.  He  refers  to  the  actions  of  a  hawk,  which, 
although  the  case  may  be  familiar  to  American 
ichthyologists,  will  I  am  sure  be  new  and  interesting 
to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Ed. 

"  In  the  history  of  ornithological  science  many 
birds  have,  under  certain  circumstances,  performed 
acts  wherem  reason  certainly  was  responsible  for 
their  behaviour  and  conduct,  and  not  a  mere 
instinct  under  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that 
faculty.    Take  the  case  of  the  hawk  and  the  flock 
of  blackbirds,  and  it  is  a  familiar  one  to  most 
readers  of  ornithological  literature;    The  incident 
happened  fully  half  a  century  ago,  and  the  hawk 
was  a  hawk  of  the  more  intelligent  species.    It  was 
hungry  and  had   been  unfortunate  in  securing 
its  prey  during  the  course  of  an  autumn  after- 
noon.    As  twilight  approached  it  was  coursing 
along  near   the  banks  of,   if  I  remember  cor- 
rectly, the  Ohio  river.    Daylight  was  rapidly  on 
the  wane  when  this  hungry  hawk  espied  a  flock  of 
some  dozen  or  more  blackbirds  flying  rapidly  in 
close  flock,  and  evidently  in  quest  of  a  suitable 
roosting  place  for  the  night.    Here  was  his  last 
chance  for  a  meal  that  day.    His  perhaps  too  eager 
attack,  impelled  by  hunger,  turned  the  course  of 
the  birds,  and  they  essayed  to  fly  across  the  river 
with  the  view  of  gaining  a  copse  of  woods  on  the 
opposite  side  as  a  shelter  to  protect  them  from  the 
onslaughts  of  their  unlooked-for  pursuer.  Beyond 
question  the  hawk  appreciated  the  manoeuvre,  and 
pressed  the  flock  so  hard  in  his  vigorous  flight  that 
he  overtook  it  at  a  point  about  over  the  middle  of 
the  river.    Now  what  does  he  do  ?    Pounce  upon  a 
single  bird,  and  carry  it  off  for  his  supper  ?    Not  at 
all.   A  single  bird  would  have  by  no  means  satisfied 
his  ravenous  appetite.    His  course  of  action  was 
entirely  different  from  this,  \  for  seizing  a  single 
victim  in  his  powerful  talons  he  gave  it  a  squeeze 
that  deprived  it  of  life,  and  then  dropping  it  he 
gave  hot  chase  to  the  others  composing  the  flock. 
Before  they  could  reach  the  opposite  shore,  and 
gain  the  shelter  of  the  trees  for  which  they  were 
bound,  five  or  six  birds  had  shared  the  same  fate 
as  the  first  one  he  had  attacked.    The  remainder 
of  the  flock  then  gained  the  woods,  and  were  beyond 
his  further  reaoh^ 

"  The  behaviour  of  this  hawk  was  prompted  or 
actuated  by  pure  reason,  and  not  by  instinct.  It 
being  hungry,  knew  in  the  first  place  that  very 
little  time  was  left  in  the  day  in  which  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  afforded  for  it  to  see  to  obtain  a 
meal  for  its  supper.  The  small  flock  of  blackbirds 
were  probably  the  last  chance.  At  once  this  hawk 
appreciated  several  distinct  facts ;  it  was  aware  of 
the  Uttle  time  in  the  day  for  it  to  secure  anything ; 
it  knew  that  one  bird  was  not  sufficient  for  the 
occasion;  it  knew  that  if  the  flock  gained  the 
opposite  shore  and  copse  of  trees,  aU  remaining 
chances  were  gone ;  it  knew  that  the  dead  birds  it 
dropped. upon  the  surface  of  the  river  would  float ; 
and  that  after  the  killing  spurt  was  over  with,  it 
could  return  and  gather  them  up  one  at  a  time  for 
its  supper,  which  is  the  very  thing  it  did  do. 

*'  What  man  in  the  world  could  have  acted  with 
greater  promptness  and  intelligence  under  the 
circumstances.  It  is  simply  ridiculous  to  say  that 
this  hawk's  behaviour  was  actuated  by  a  mere 
instinct,  as  the  associated  ideas  as  they  came  to  it 
required  a  carrying  out  in  a  more  intelligent 
maimer ;  in  fact,  they  drew  upon  the  faculty  of 
reason  for  their  execution,  and  an  instinctive 
course  of  conduct  would  have  been  entirely  in- 
adequate to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  hawk's 
necessities.  Moreover,  the  action  of  the  bird  was 
logical,  and  its  several  acts  foUowed  quickly  in 
logical  sequence,  in  order  to  fulfil  a  desired  and 
necessary  end.  Any  belated  hunter  seeking  to 
secure  a  late  meal  for  himself  could  not  possibly 
have  acted  with  a  greater  degree  of  intelligence, 
and  the  statement  that  this  hawk's  conduct  under 
the  circumstances  was  guided  by  the  faculty  of 
reason  is  one  beyond  the  pale  of  argument,'! 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Diinstan's  House,  Ketter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
OtUce.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories 
and  Indian  Government  Publicatlone  can  be  had  on  application! 


"THE  JOLLY  ANGLEB." 

Geo.  M;  Mubphy,  the  Bishop  of  the  New  Gut,'! 
used  to  tell  a  good  story  of  the  once  fashionable 
craze  for  "slumming,'-!  A  lady  sent  her  own 
«' swell!!  West  End  doctor  to  see  a  sick  child  down 
a  New  Out  court,  and  subsequently  interviewed  the 
mother^ 

"  Thank  ye  kindly,  mum,'!  said  the  poor  woman, 
"  yus,  your  doctor  came,  but  Lor!  mum.  he  ordered 
the  kid  champagne  and  oysters,  and  it  wouldn't 
run  to  that.'!  f  What  did  you  do,  then  ? !!  "  Why, 
we  got  as  near  as  we  could  to  it — we  gave  the 
young  'un  ginger-beer  and  whelks.'! 

I  am  reminded  of  this  story  by  a  little  old 
angling  book  which  I  have  just  "picked  up!!  for  a 
few  pence,  and  which  shows  that  the  denizens  of 
the  New  Gut  have  long  shown  this  philosophical 
spirit  and  got  as  near  as  they  could  to  the  good 
things  they  found  unattainable.  In  the  "New 
Cut!!  (then  called  Great  Gharlotte-street,  Lambeth) 
some  fifty  years  ago,  there  dwelt  a  humble  disciple 
of  Gaxton — J.  March,  who  produced  penny  sheets 
of  "characters,"  penny  packets  of  playing  cards, 
children's  story-books,  and  other  humble  literary 
wares.  Like  so  many  of  his  craft  of  to-day,  he  was 
an  enthusiastic  angler,  and  he  wrote,  illustrated, 
*!set  up"  with  his  own  hands,  and  printed  a  little 
book,  "  The  Jolly  Angler,  or  Waterside  Gompanion,!! 
which  well  deserves  the  small  space  it  would  occupy 
on  the  angler's  bookshelf. 

J.  March  was  evidently  a  born  angler-  His  father 
was  a  fishing-tackle  maker,  and  as  a  boy  he  listened 
wide-eyed  to  the  fish  stories  told  in  his  father's 
shop.  Arrived  at  man's  estate  he  sighed  after  the 
champagne  and  oysters,  of  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
but  such  luxuries  were  seldom  within  his  reach. 
He  contented  himself  with  the  ginger-beer  and 
whelks,  of  an  occasional  day  at  Staines  Bridge,  at 
Ghertsey,  or  Shepperton  Deeps,  a  tramp  now  and 
again  to  the  Lea,  the  Mole,  the  Wey,  or  the  Ravens- 
bourne.  He  gop  good  sport  in  the  Wandle,  the 
New  River,  and  the  Brent;  had  an  occasional  turn 
at  sea  fishing  at  Margate,  and  though  his  fishing 
was  mostly  "coarse"  fishing  he  was  ever  the  "jolly 
angler,'!  a  true  disciple  of  Walton,  a  lover  of  the 
best  forms  of  "  the  gentle  art !!— a  model  for  the 
angler  of  to-day;  I  was  pleased  to  get  his  little 
book^  It  has  some  eighty  wood  engravings  drawn 
by  the  author,  and  which  show  that  J.  March  could 
handle  the  lead  pencil  as  well  as  the  rod.  These 
quaint  old  pictures  are  not  without  topographical 
interest. 

;'The  Jolly  Angler"— the  title  fits  well  the  man 
who  is  content  with  his  humble  catch  of  roach, 
rudd,  chub,  barbel,  bream,  and  dace,  with  an 
occasional  pike  by  way  of  "big  game.!!  Then 
there  are  the  "jolly"  accessories,  adjuncts,  and 
etceteras  of  such  fishing,  the  social  chat  in  the  cosy 
club  room,  the  comparison  of  results  and  experi- 
ences.- J.  March  must  have  been  a  "clubable'! 
angler,  popular  with  his  brother  anglers,  for  he 
managed  to  sell  some  4000  copies  of  his  little  book 
at  two  shiUings  each.  "The  information  I  give 
can  be  depended  upon,!!  he  says  in  his  preface. 
"  I  have  been  a  practical  angler  for  twenty  years, 
I  have  spent  much  time  angling  in  the  waters  I 
describe,  and  I  have  as  great  a  love  for  the  art  as 
any  man.'! 

I  like  that  last  sentencej  J.  March  believed  that 
without  a  love  for  the  art  no  man  could  produce  a 
good  book  on  angling. 

This  love  of  anglers  for  their  art  is  a  queer  senti- 
ment—Who will  explain  it  ?  Henry  Van  Dyke  (a 
delightful  angling  writer  of  America)  has  his  theory. 
He  says  :  "  What  magic  fixes  our  eyes  upon  the 
point  of  a  fishing  rod,  as  if  it  were  the  finger  of 
destiny  ?  It  is  the  enchantment  of  uncertainty. 
Let  the  philosopher  explain  it  as  he  will,  let  the 
moralist  reprehend  it  as  he  chooses.  There  is 
nothing  that  attracts  human  nature  more  power- 
fully than  the  sport  of  tempting  the  unknown  with 
a  fishing  line.!'  Some  may  call  this  hope  for  "  luck  " 
but  a  mere  display  of  the  gambling  instinct;  "  Gall 
it  that  if  you  like,"  says  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  "  but  the 
angler  risks  nothing  which  is  not  his  own,  and  if  he 
lose  he  is  not  impoverished.  He  desires  nothing 
which  belongs  to  other  men,  and  if  he  win  no  one 
is  robbed.'! 

This  world  is  full  of  uncertainties;  Good  human 
nature  meets  the  unpleasant  result  of  imcertainty 
bravely  and  cheerfully,  and  shows  joy  and  exhilara- 
tion when  the  uncertainty  turns  up  "trumps.!!  Is 
it  not  fair  to  assume  a  divine  intention  that  most 
of  our  amusement  and  much  of  our  education  should 


come  thusly  ?  Martin  Luther  reasoned  on  these 
lines  on  the  taking  of  "excellent  big  pike'! ;  said 
Martin,  "  God  would  never  have  created  them  so 
good  to  the  taste  if  He  had  not  meant  them  to  be 
eaten,!! 

Yes !  There  is  no  mistake  about  it;  It  is  the 
chances,  the  surprises  of  fishing  that  make  the 
i' Jolly  Angler.'!  Yeal  even,  too,  the  discomforts  and 
the  disappointments,  for  they  inspire  a  Mark 
Tapleyism— a  feeling  that  it  is  right  and  is  good 
to  be  jolly  under  creditable  circumstances;  "  Our 
human  nature  is  adapted  to  conditions  variable, 
undetermined,  and  hidden  from  view;  We  are 
not  fitted  to  live  in  a  world  where  a  +  b  always 
equals  c  and  there  is  nothing  more  to  follow; 
The  interest  of  life's  equation  arrives  with  the 
appearance  of  x  .  the  unknown  quantity.  A  settled, 
imchangeable,  clearly  foreseeable  order  of  things  does 
not  suit  our  constitution.  It  tends  to  melancholy 
and  a  fatty  heart.'!  Verily,  in  these  words  there  is 
wisdom.  The  quaint  old  book  written  by  an  old 
time  coarse!!  fisherman  shows  how  good  it  is  to 
sometimes  get  away  from  the  humdrum  grey 
monotony  of  routine  life  to  the  glorious  variety, 
change,  and  uncertainty  of  the  sport  of  anglmg. 
Tied  to  his  heavy  handpress  in  a  squalid  Lambeth 
slum,  old  J.  March  found  to-day  like  yesterday,  and 
he  knew  pretty  well  what  would  happen  to- morrow; 
He  was  a  creature  of  habit,  but  it  was  one  of  his 
habits  to  love  variety.  He  knew  that  a  bit  of 
surprise  was  a  taste  of  happiness,  and  that  the 
unexpected  was  sometimes  joy,  and  so  he  escaped 
from  his  Tcedium  vitce  to  the  uncertainties,  joys, 
and  surprises  of  angling. 

What  says  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  ?  "  Per- 
petual devotion  to  what  a  man  calls  his  business  is 
only  to  be  sustained  by  perpetual  neglect  of  many 
other  things — and  it  is  not  by  any  means  certain 
that  a  man's  business  is  the  most  important  thing 
he  has  to  do."  So  thought  the  Lambeth  printer, 
and  he  came  back  to  his  press  with  renewed  vigour 
after  a  day  with  the  rod. 

I  put  the  little  book  down,  thankful  that  now, 
as  fifty  years  ago,  and  as  three  hundred  years  ago, 
there  are  Jolly  Anglers'!  content  to  take  their 
sport  and  pastime  by  easily  reached  streams,  and 
who  get  as  much  joy  out  of  their  humble  "  coarse  " 
recreation  as  he  who  whips  the  mountain  torrent 
in  Norway  or  can  afford  the  luxury  of  the  well 
preserved  Scotch  loch;  Good  and  salutary  is  the 
lesson  the  little  volume  teaches:  Work  before 
you  go  and  play;  When  you  have  earned  your 
pleasure  like  a  man  take  it  like  a  man;  Go  out 
and  hsten  to  the  murmur  of  the  stream,  the  music 
of  the  birds,  feel  the  glint  of  sunshine  and  the 
cool  breath  of  heaven;  Be  it  wet  or  fine,  be  you 
successful  or  otherwise,  remember  that  life  was 
meant  to  be  uncertain,  No  man  can  tell  what  a 
day  will  bring  forth.  The  wise  are  prepared  for 
disap^pointments,  and  grateful  for  all  kinds  of  small 
mercies.  To  all  such  "  Jolly  Anglers  "  as  J.  March 
— and  there  are  many  such — I  wish  "  Good  luck  ! !! 

Felix  Penne; 


A  WHITSUNTIDE  ANGLING  TEIP 
TO  lEELAND.* 

When  Thackeray  wrote  the  "Irish  Sketch 
Book  "  sixty  years  ago,  Ireland  was  much  more 
difficult  for  tourists  to  traverse  than  at  the  present 
day ;  stiU  many  of  the  features  that  he  depicts  in 
his  humorous  book  are  to  be  found  and  enjoyed  by 
the  observant  traveller.  In  plain,  interesting  detail 
no  better  guide  can  be  perused  by  the  intending 
visitor  who  wishes  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
"  Green  Isle,'!  there  being  no  page  that  does  not 
give  every  important  fact  to  be  noticed  in  this 
"  distressful  "  but  charming  home  of  the  shamrock. 

Two  members  of  a  certain  ancient  angUng  club 
having  decided  on  spending  the  Whitsuntide  holi- 
days by  a  scamper  to  Gonnemara,  much  interest 
was  aroused  and  many  were  the  jokes  passed  on 
their  madcap  enterprise ;  still  the  five  days' 
enjoyment  and  excellent  sport  on  Lough  Corrib 
and  the  splendid  health  in  which  they  returned 
amply  compensated  them  for  the  chaff  they  had 
previously  received. 

Many  are  incUned  to  be  sceptical  at  the  assertion 
that  an  angler  can  leave  Norwich  at  4.38  p.m.,  or 
London  at  8.45  p.m.,  and  start  fishing  on  Lough 
Corrib  in  the  far  west  of  Ireland  at  noon  the  follow- 
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ing  day.  Such  is  the  case,  as  there  is  a  direct  route 
to  Galway,  which  city  is  reached  at  10.35  a.m.  the 
next  morning,  and  the  branch  line  to  Recess  and 
Clifden  takes  one  to  Oughterard,  seventeen  miles, 
at  11.45  a.m. 

Oughterard !  dear  is  it  in  the  memory  of  many 
who  have  been  there.  Delightfully  has  Thackeray 
described  it  in  his  book,  and  I  may  be  pardoned  if 
I  interpolate  a  few  lines  from  it. 

"  Leaving  Galway  and  proceeding  onwards,  one 
gets  a  view  of  the  wide  sheet  of  Lough  Corrib 
shining  in  the  sun,  stretching  northwards  into  the 
very  midst  of  the  Joyce  country  and  passing  by 
many  rivers  and  lakes  dependent  on  that  of 
Corrib."- 

"  A  more  beautiful  village  than  Oughterard  can 
scarcely  be  seen;  It  stands  upon  Lough  Corrib, 
the  banks  of  which  are  here  at  least  picturesque 
and  romantic,  and  a  pretty  river,  the  Feogh,  'other- 
wise the  Owenriff,'  comes  rushing  over  rocks  and  by 
woods  until  it  reaches  the  town  and  meets  the  lake. 
Some  pretty  buildings  in  the  village  stand  on  each 
side  of  this  stream,  a  Roman  CathoUc  chapel,  with 
the  curate's  neat  lodge,  a  little  Protestant  church 
and  a  fine  court-house  of  grey  stone,  and  here  it  is 
that  we  get  into  the  famous  district  of  Oonnemara, 
so  celebrated  in  Irish  '  stories,  so  mysterious  to  the 
EngUsh  tourist.! 

Thackeray  then  quotes  from,  I  presume,  the 
extant  Guide  Book,  which  says,  "  it  presents  every 
possible  combination  of  heathy  moor,  bog,  lake, 
and  mountain,  with  extensive  mossy  plains  and 
wild  pastoral  valleys  embosomed  among  the  moun- 
tains, supporting  numerous  herds  of  cattle  and 
horses,  for  which  the  district  has  long  been  cele- 
brated. 

Recommending  all  intending  visitors  to  get 
Thackeray's  "  Irish  Sketch  Book,"-  as  well  as  the 
Irish  Railway's  "  Illustrated  Tourist  Guide  '■ 
(2,  Charing  Cross,  London,  W.C.),  I  must  now 
proceed  to  tell  you  how  your  two  adventurers 
passed  the  time;  Having  fortified  the  inner 
man  with  a  satisfactory  meal,  we  started  from 
Euston  Station  at  8.45  p.m.  on  Friday  evening 
in  the  third-class  corridor  compartment,  and  being 
supphed  with  two  comfortable  pillows,  we  composed 
ourselves  to  sleep  during  the  journey.  Reaching 
Holyhead  at  2.12  a.m.,  we  went  on  board  the  mail 
steamer,  securing  berths  in  the  second  cabin,  a 
clean,  airy,  quiet  room,  perhaps  preferable  in 
summer  to  the  saloon.  The  sea  was  Uke  glass,  and 
we  secured  another  three  hours'  rest,  waking  to  find 
the  steamer  entering  Kingstown  Harbour  at  5.45 
a.m.  Having  had  our  luggage  labelled  through  to 
Galway,  we  had  only  to  get  into  the  Galway  train 
and  possess  our  souls  in  patience  till  we  were  able 
to  get  breakfast  in  the  restaurant  car  of  the  second 
class.  Very  acceptable  it  was,  and  can  be  recom- 
mended to  those  who  are  averse  to  an  early  meal 
on  the  steamer. 

Many  lovely  landscapes  and  lakes  can  be  seen  on 
the  route,  but  as  a  rule  the  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  of  Ireland  run^  through  a  deal  of  bleak, 
stony  country,  and  one  is  glad  to  reach  Galway  at 
10.35  a.m.  Time  did  not  admit  of  a  stroll  through 
the  "  City  of  the  Tribes,"  but  no  one  should  miss 
seeing  this  quaint  old  place,  not  forgetting  the 
"  Claddagh,"  where  resides  a  community  of  Spanish 
descent  dating  from  the  Armada;  However,  time 
pressed,  and  we  arrived  at  Oughterard  at  11.45  a.m., 
where  a  hearty  welcome  was  given  us  by  the  natives, 
A  jaunting  car  took  us  up  to  the  Anglers'  Hotel, 
where  our  genial  host,  Tom  Naughton,  had  a  sub- 
stantial lunch  ready  for  us.  While  doing  justice  to 
the  meal,  our  two  gilUes,  "  Wullie"  Holmes  and  his 
partner,  unpacked  our  tackle  and  had  all  ready  to 
start  by  12.45  p.m.  FeeUng  as  if  hfe  were  worth 
living,  we  wended  our  way  to  the  river,  a  walk  of 
about  ten  minutes,  receiving  many  a  good  wish 
from  those  we  passed,  and  we  found  "Wulhe"  had 
all  ready  to  start. 

Starting  from  the  boat-house,  where  the  river 
deepens  and  traces  a  very  serpentine  course  to  the 
lake,  we  reach  a  stone  pier  erected  by  the  Corrib 
Navigation  Company  for  landing  goods  brought 
from  Galway,  but  now  almost  disused  owing  to  the 
railway  taking  the  trade  of  this  part.  The  open 
bay  of  Oughterard  now  lays  before  us  dotted  with 
lovely  islands  and  mountains  in  the  background. 
Having  some  distance  to  row  in  order  to  reach  the 
"  dapping  '•  ground,  we  started  trolling,  one  with 
a  Blue  Devon  minnow  and  the  other  with  a  silver 
and  bronze  spoon.  Here  I  would  remark  that  one 
requires  plenty  of  spinning  baits  with  strong  water- 
proof lines  and  traces  of  the  best  quaUty,  as  heavy 


pike,  perch,  and  trout  are  always  to  be  met  in 
rowing  across  the  deeps.  Three  minutes  had 
scarcely  pas.sed  when  a  tremendous  drive  at  the 
Devon  and  three  rushes  out  of  the  Une  resulted  in 
failure  caused  by  one  of  the  triplet  hooks  giving 
way,  and  I  was  left  lamenting.  Going  further,  we 
had  two  smaller  chucks,  but  the  fish  escaped, 
probably  through  being  lightly  hooked.  Arriving 
now  at  the  "  shallows,"  which  consist  of  enormous 
reefs  of  rocks  and  stones  reacliing  from  one  island 
to  the  next,  we  took  up  our  dapping  rods  and  pre- 
pared for  the  genuine  sport ;  for  the  information  of 
those  who  have  not  been  initiated  into  the  mysteries 
of  dapping,  a  sUght  account  may  be  given  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Green  Drake  or  May  Ply  is 
used  to  attract  and  catch  the  trout  of  Lough  Corrib 
or  the  other  lakes  of  Ireland.  First,  you  should  be 
provided  with  a  firm,  sound  cane  or  greenheart  rod 
of  about  fourteen  feet,  a  good  vulcanite  reel,  with 
not  less  than  fifty  yards  of  fine  waterproof  silk  fine 
that  can  be  used  for  casting  with  the  artificial  fly, 
a  twenty-yard  length  of  plain  or  plaited  floss  silk, 
and  two  dozen  dapping  hooks  of  two  sizes.  I  prefer 
those  supplied  by  Farlow,  which  have  a  pecuUar 
sneck  in  the  turn  and  are  very  reliable;  Sphcing 
your  dapping  silk  to  your  reel  line,  you  add  about 
two  feet  of  fine  gut  trace  and  loop  on  your  hook; 
In  spite  of  all  this,  you  must  first  be  provided  with 
the  Green  Drake  or  May  Fly,  which,  having  S2)ent 
one  or  two  years  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake  in  the 
larval  stage  and  finding  a  desire  for  a  different 
hfe,  rises  to  the  level  of  the  water,  spUtting  its 
case  or  "  imago,"  to  emerge  as  the  elegant 
insect  that  appears  fluttering  over  the  face  of 
the  waters  about  the  last  week  in  May  or  beginning 
of  June. 

But  there  is  no  need  to  worry,  as  your  boatman 
has  provided  and  has  tbeni  in  a  little  wicker  basket 
where  they  stick  to  the  sides  without  desire  to 
escape.;  The  May  Fly.  as  soon  as  it  is  hatched  (if 
I  may  so  call  it),  endeavours  to  flutter  with  the 
breeze  over  to  the  islands  or  mainland,  where  those 
that  escape  the  maws  of  the  voracious  fish  of  all 
kinds,  and  the  ravenous  beaks  of  the  gulls  and  terns 
and  swallows,  are  to  be  picked  oft'  the  rocks  and 
shrubs  in  scores  during  lunch  time.  Very  amusing 
is  it  to  watch  those  graceful  birds  the  lesser  terns, 
hawking  over  some  of  the  bays  and  making  a  sudden 
swoop,  come  splash  into  the  water  with  a  tremen- 
dous bang.  The  dapping  angler  must  be  careful  to 
watch  their  approach,  or  he  will  be  astonished  lo 
find  he  is  getting  an  experience  of  aerial  sport 
which  is  not  very  pleasant.  This  really  happened 
to  a  well-kaown  enthusiast  of  the  art  last  summer, 
which,  he  said,  could  very  well  have  been  dispensed 
with  owing  to  the  time  lost  in  bringing  the  bird  to 
hand  to  rt-lease  him.  Many  times  was  he  brought 
up  to  the  boat  and  on  the  point  of  being  seized, 
when  he  rose  on  the  wing  and  rushed  off  with  the 
full  length  of  line  drawn  out. 

But  to  return.  Having  put  the  boat  to  drift 
with  the  wind  across  the  shallows,  and  sticking  two 
Green  Drakes  on  the  hook,  we  allow  the  blow  line 
to  flutter  out  on  the  breeze,  permitting  the  bait 
just  to  dap,  or,  rather,  bob,  on  the  ripples. 

My  friend,  who  had  had  many  years'  experience 
as  an  angler  for  coarse  fish,  also  a  cup  winner,  with 
many  other  prizes,  was  a  bit  sceptical  about  his 
chance  of  sport,  as  he  had  never  been  trouting  in 
his  hfe,  and  I  was  anxious  to  see  his  first  attempt. 
Drifting  over  from  the  corner  of  Carbery  towards 
Malachi's  Island,  I  was  suddenly  stirred  up  by  a 
shout  from  "  Wulhe."  "  You're  in  him,  sor ! 
Pull  !  Pull !  "  and  I  discovered  "  Sweet  Wilham  '- 
wondering  whether  it  would  come  to  pass  that  he 
would  be  hauled  into  the  water  or  lose  his  rod  and 
tackle.  The  look  of  anxiety  and  his  muttered 
words  were  worthy  of  being  recorded.  Neverthe- 
less, after  a  few  minutes,  he  succeeded  in  bringing 
a  nice  l|lb.  trout  to  net,  and  a  Ubation  was  poured 
out  to  liis  future  success. 

Pottering  about  between  the  islands  up  to  7  p.m., 
we  rose  a  number  of  fish,  but  as  they  were  coming 
short,  having  hardly  become  accustomed  to  the 
toothsome  morsel,  we  only  landed  that  afternoon 
five  trout  all  about  the  same  size.  Turning  the 
corner  of  Innisruel,  we  came  across  a  London  friend 
who  had  been  on  Corrib  since  Tuesday,  but  with 
indift'erent  sport  owing  to  the  bright  weather  and 
calm  water,  though  the  previous  day  he  had  landed 
a  16|lb.  pike  near  Inchiquin.  Reaching  the  hotel  at 
7.30,  we  found  the  place  filled  with  visitors,  and 
very  enjoyable  was  the  angling  conversation  at  the 
dinner-table,  where  the  events  of  the  week  were 
discussed,  and  after  a  cigar  and  a  whiskey,  we  were 


glad  to  dispose  our  weary  limbs  between  the  sheets 
at  10.30. 

Without  becoming  wearisome  with  circumstantial 
details,  which  I  shall  abridge,  we  started  after 
breakfast  at  9  a.m.  prepared  for  a  good  long  Satur- 
day, but  unfortunately  we  had  hardly  started  when 
a  downpour  of  rain,  lasting  for  three  hours,  came  on, 
preventing  the  fly  from  rising,  and  it  was  not  till 
after  lunch  that  a  prospect  of  sport  appeared,  and 
we  returned  with  thirteen  trout  up  to  221b;  and  a 
pike  of  7lb,  It  is  usual  in  Ireland  to  fish  on  Sunday, 
and  as  every  one  went  out  wo  followed  our  leaders 
and  had  a  very  enjoyable  day  on  Whit  Sunday, 
getting  some  nice  fish.  Whit  Monday  was  also  a 
glorious  day,  with  a  nice  breeze,  every  one  getting 
a  good  bag,  and  on  reaching  home  we  found  heavy 
fish  had  been  caught  and  also  lost,  and  all  were 
satisfied.  One  gentleman  had  a  trout  weighing 
6|lb.,  another  4|lb.,  and  two  others  two  of  3lb. 
each.  Tuesday  gave  fair  sport,  but  the  wind  was 
northerly,  and  one  could  not  get  such  good  drifts 
as  when  it  is  south  or  south-west.  As  we  were 
leaving  Oughterard  on  Wednesday  at  2.45  a.m.,  we 
determined  to  make  an  early  start  and  endeavour 
to  get  some  trout  for  our  London  friends ;  but,  alas ! 
on  reaching  the  lake  we  found  it  dead  calm,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done  but  trolUng.  Spinning 
for  several  hours  without  luck,  we  were  passing 
between  the  islands  of  Innishambo  and  Innisruel, 
when  I  had  a  terrific  run,  losing  my  spoon  and 
thirty  yards  of  fine.  Putting  up  another  with  a 
Blue  Devon,  a  similar  thing  occurred  about  ten 
minutes  after,  both  accidents  caused  by  my  leaving 
my  trolhng  reel  at  the  hotel  that  morning  when 
packing  up  and  using  another  Une  that  was  not 
properly  tested. 

Moral. — Always  see  that  your  tackle  is  sound  and 
reUable,  or  you  will  have  cause  to  repine. 

The  time  had  arrived  for  us  to  retire  from  the 
joys  and  sorrows  of  Lough  Corrib  and  face  the  stem 
reahties  of  life  once  more,  feeUng  what  a  blessing  it 
must  be  to  the  genuine  enthusiast  to  have  time  and 
money  to  enable  him  to  devote  his  earnest  efforts 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  "  gentle  craft "  as  long  as 
he  so  desired. 

After  a  pleasant  lunch  and  a  square-up  of  otr 
habihties,  we  left  the  village  amidst  a  shower  of 
hearty  farewells  from  our  friends  at  2.40  p.m.,  and 
found  ourselves  at  Euston  Station  the  next  morning 
at  5.45  a.m.,  with  overflowing  spirits,  faces  as  red 
as  lobsters,  and  beaming  satisfaction  in  our  eyes. 

To  all  piscators  in  want  of  a  really  economical 
hohday,  Connemara  can  be  recommended,  especially 
Oughterard,  for  although  all  good  sportsmen  knew 
the  vicissitudes  that  have  to  be  faced,  probably  no 
place  so  merits  the  vote  that  was  unanimously 
passed  at  the  dinner-table  on  Whit  Monday  that  it 
was  as  nearly  an  angler's  paradise  as  one  could 
expect  in  these  advanced  times.  It  is  Ukely  there 
may  be  preserved  waters  which  provide  bigger 
baskets,  but  at  a  greater  cost.  Still,  to  get  free 
fishing,  heavy  trout,  and  cheap  board  and  lodging; 
with  such  easy  access  from  England  (it  is  devoutly 
to  be  hoped  that  the  Corrib  Preservation  Society 
may  prosper  in  its  efforts  and  be  supported  by 
grateful  anglers),  such  a  large  expanse  of  70,000 
acres  of  water  is  worthy  of  attention,  and  once 
visited,  the  memories  of  such  a  dehghtful  hohday 
prompt  one  to  return.  In  conclusion,  I  may  say 
that  the  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Co.'s 
tickets  enable  one  to  pass  through  the  whole  of 
Connemara  and  visit  the  isle  of  Achill,  Westport, 
Leenane,  Recess,  and  other  places,  without  extra 
charge,  except  car  hire,  if  you  are  disposed  to  see 
the  country  and  its  wild  and  picturesque  scenery. 

R.  G.  S. 


"THE  BIG  PIKE  OF  EOSBEKY 
HOLE." 


It  is  always  a  blow  to  hear  of  the  decease  of  an 
old  and  valued  friend.  No  matter  the  amount  of 
space  that  separates  us  from  the  last  scene  of  all. 
no  matter  the  amount  of  time  that  has  elapsed 
since  our  eyes  last  dwelt  upon  his.  the  pang  of 
knowing  that  the  curtain  has  fallen  upon  his  hfe's 
career  loses  little  of  its  poignancy. 

Even  when,  as  in  the  case  I  have  in  mind,  wo 
have  spent  some  hours  of  our  time  in  seeking  a 
closer  acquaintance  with  him,  when  we  have 
thrown  out  hints — and  baits — to  express  our  desire 
for  a  more  intimate  union,  it  comes  as  a  shock  at 
the  last  to  know  that  someone  else  has  had  the 
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opportunity  we  coveted  so  much  of  performing  the 
last  offices  of  friendship.- 

Such  were  my  feelings  when  I  became  aware,  by 
private  advices  from  Maidstone,  that  my  old  friend 
the  Big  Pike  of  Fosbery  Hole  had  at  last  succumbed 
to  the  angler  s  wiles.  I  am  by  no  means  the  only 
one  afifected ;  he  was  held  in  affectionate  desire  by 
a  large  circle,  and  will  doubtless  be  held  in  as 
affectionate  remembrance  by  them  all. 

How  well  I  recall  his  haunt  to  mind.  The  gaunt 
boughs  of  the  withered  tree,  whereunto  I  had  often 
^  moored  my  boat  to  fish  a  noted  bream  and  roach 
swim,  stretched  out  over  the  deeps;  The  low  bank 
on  the  other  side,  whence  I  had  wielded  the  roach 
pole  through  the  long  summer  days;  which  had 
rung  beneath  my  footsteps  when  the  frost  had 
tightened  its  grip  upon  it,  or  had  trodden  into 
slush  on  the  ensuing  thaw. 

For  three  seasons  I  had  endeavoured  to  improve 
our  acquaintance.  If  I  was  roach  fishing,  the 
brightest  of  my  catch  was  devoted  to  his  allure- 
ment. Garnished  with  snap-tackle,  and  attached 
to  a  portly  float,  it  sought  him  unavailingly. 
When  the  leaves  fell  and  the  weeds  rotted,  before 
the  winter  floods  had  discoloured  the  stream,  I 
sought  him  or  his  kindred  with  spinning  bait  or 
spoon.  Spin  fast  or  spin  slow,  he  deigned  not  to 
notice  the  designed  attraction.  Spin  deep  or  spin 
shallow,  it  aroused  not  his  curiosity  nor  tempted 
his  appetite.  Even  when,  the  weeds  rendering 
spinning  impossible,  I  condescended  to  use  the 
dead  gorge,  its  ascending  and  descending  jerks  and 
twists  left  him  unmoved  and  disdainful.  Tales 
were  rife  of  his  size,  which  was  never  estimated  at 
less  than  201b.  His  voracity  was  calculated  in 
accordance  with  it;  The  diminution  in  numbers 
of  a  brood  of  young  wild  ducks,  which  had  been 
hatched  out  in  the  reach  he  frequented,  was  credited 
to  him.  Every  pike  that  broke  an  angler's  tackle, 
however  old  and  rotten  that  tackle  might  be,  could 
be  no  less  than  our  special  friend.  In  many  cases 
I  am  afraid  that  the  half-hundredweight  blocks  of 
Kentish  ragstone  that  are  scattered  at  intervals 
along  the  bottom  of  the  river  were  accountable  in 
reality.- 

Local  anglers  pursued  him  unrelentingly.  London 
piscators  paid  him  visits  of  state,  with  imported 
baits  and  the  most  up-to-date  tackle.  Scornfully 
he  ignored  them,  and  grew  in  grace,  dignity,  and 
bulk  with  each  successive  year.  But  "  ria,  ha !  a 
time  will  come."-  So  must  have  said  many,  and  so 
might  well  have  remarked  my  friend  Whitaker,  of 
the  Maidstone  Angling  Club.  For  four  successive 
weeks  had  he  devoted  his  leisure  to  the  pursuit  of 
pike  in  general,  and  the  inhabitant  of  Fosbery 
Hole  in  particular.  Utter  blanks  were  his  portion. 
With  undaunted  spirits  he  made  his  fifth  essay. 
If,  as  the  poet  says,  '•  Hope  springs  eternal  in  the 
human  breast,"  the  angler  must  indeed  be  endowed 
with  a  double  portion.  For  a  mile  down  the  stream 
from  the  picturesque  old  stone  bridge  at  Teston  he 
had  tramped  and  cast  in  vain,  and  was  doubtless 
in  anticipation  of  another  day  as  unsuccessful  as 
the  previous  ones. 

He  tried  the  well-known  hole  without  a  run. 
For  twenty  or  thirty  yards  down  he  fished,  and 
then  the  disappearance  of  his  float  betokened  that 
the  7oz.  roach  which  he  was  using  had  fulfilled  its 
mission.  The  tightening  of  his  line  and  the  sharp 
strike  sent  that  pleasurable  thrill  through  him  that 
an  encounter  with  an  opponent  worthy  of  his  steel 
seldom  fails  to  do  with  either  warrior  or  fisherman. 

With  a  rush,  thirty  to  forty  yards  of  line  were 
taken  ofi  the  reel.  Steadily  it  was  recovered,  and 
with  another  vigorous  eflort  on  the  part  of  the 
fish  taken  out  again.  Once  more,  inch  by  inch, 
it  was  wound  in,  despite  the  most  strenuous 
resistance.  The  sight  of  his  would-be  captor  on 
the  bank  was  the  signal  for  another  desperate 
struggle  in  which  nearly  the  same  amoimt  of  line 
was  unwound.  It  was  the  final  attempt,  for, 
although  the  angler  was  embarrassed  by  a  lot  of 
floating  driftwood,  the  gaff  was  soon  brought  into 
action,  and  the  Big  Pike  of  Fosbery  Hole  lay 
gasping  on  the  grass. 

His  size  had  not  been  so  much  over-estimated 
after  all.  It  is  generally  pretty  safe  to  allow  about 
fifty  per  cent,  for  the  difference  between  the  reputed 
and  the  actual  weight  of  fish,  but  in  this  case 
twenty-five  per  cent,  would  bo  sufficient.  His 
weight  was  161b.  10|oz.,  and  his  length  3  ft.  Sin. 

Not  a  great  size  perhaps  to  those  who  have  the 
privilege  of  fishing  private  waters  where  20-pounders 
are  as  plentiful  as  minnows,  but  for  water  that  is 


fished  daily  by  all  comers,  and  is  as  well-known 
as  any  river  in  the  kingdom,  I  think  it  must  be 
allowed  to  be  a  capture  that  my  friend  is  to  be 
congratulated  upon. 

There  is  only  one  man  I  would  sooner  have  taken 
it,  and  that  is —  Lobwoem. 


CLEAE  WATEE  WOEM  FISHING 
FOE  TEOUT. 
(From  "  Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams,"  *) 
By  H.  C.  Cutcliffe,  F.R.C.S; 

{Continued  from  page  193.) 

CHAPTER  y III,— continued, 

The  hook  I  use  is  a  No.  7  Adlington,  or  a 
corresponding  size  Limerick — I  think,  however, 
that  the  lateral  twist  of  the  Adhngton  is  an  ad- 
vantage in  worm-fishing.  The  hook  is  to  be  tied 
on  with  red  silk,  which  should  be  fine,  and  well 
waxed  ;  the  splicing  is  only  to  extend  far  enough 
down  the  shank  of  the  hook  towards  the  bend,  to 
give  it  the  necessary  degree  of  firmness  required 
of  it ;  it  is  well  to  end  the  splicing  with  several 
half-hitches,  as  the  silk  will  fray  in  putting  on  the 
worm,  and  at  last  a  twist  or  two  will  wear  through, 
and  so  the  hook  will  be  suddenly  loosened.  Some 
silk  ready  waxed  should  always  be  carried  by 
the  fisherman  in  his  pocket,  and  immediately 
he  perceives  the  silk  of  his  hook  is  wearing 
away  he  should  remove  the  old  silk  and  re-sphce 
the  hook  to  the  gut ;  this  requires  much  attention, 
or  certainly  the  fisherman  will  some  day  be  much 
disappointed  on  hooking  a  good  trout  to  lose  him 
by  the  splicing  giving  way.  This  has  occurred  to 
me  several  times,  and  I  warn  the  reader  to  be  on 
the  look-out.  I  have  led  the  reader  to  suppose 
that  he  is  to  use  gut  on  which  to  spUce  his  hook  ; 
I,  however,  do  not  recommend  gut  to  be  used,  but 
horsehair,  which  should  be  black,  very  stout  and 
strong,  smooth  and  long,  round  and  shining.  A 
couple  of  Unks  to  terminate  the  collar,  the  upper 
of  course  attached  to  gut,  the  lower  having  the 
hook  on  it.  More  horsehair  may  be  used,  or  an 
entire  collar  of  it  employed,  but  with  two  hnks 
only  I  think  the  advantages  of  the  hair  are  suffi- 
ciently attained,  while  the  strength  of  the  gut  is 
not  wholly  dispensed  with.  The  advantages  of 
horsehair  over  gut  in  worm-fishing  are  its  stiff- 
ness, whereby  though  it  has  been  in  water  for 
hours  it  does  not  coil  or  twist  up  as  gut,  but 
always  tends  to  keep,  with  determined  resistance 
to  weight,  a  straight  line  ;  this  is  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  much  assists  the  fisherman  in  workino- 
his  worm  ;  and  again,  its  texture  does  not  fray 
and  become  rough  and  opaque  by  usage,  which 
gut  most  inconveniently  does — on  the  contrary,  it 
retains,  in  spite  of  the  contact  of  the  worm  and 
friction  from  various  causes,  its  same  bright, 
smooth,  gUstening  appearance,  and  is  thus  much 
less  easily  seen  when  in  the  water.  There  are 
other  httle  points  of  advantage,  which  in  its 
application  the  fisherman  will  discover ;  I  need 
not  detain  him  with  these.  By  using  only  two 
links  of  horsehair  with  some  six  or  eight  of  gut, 
you  will  have  a  collar  strong  enough  for  all  proper 
usage,  and  with  which  you  may  begin  to  fish  with- 
out cUfficulty.  A  long  collar  of  hair  alone  is  rather 
a  ticklish  thing  to  deal  with  at  first,  though  with 
practice  it  will  answer  perfectly  well.  The  gut 
used  above  the  horsehair  does  no  harm,  as  it  will 
be  principally  out  of  water,  and  is  of  course  ad- 
vantageous in  point  of  strength.  It  is  well  to  dye 
this  gut  by  putting  tt  in  a  little  green  tea,  or  ink 
and  water.  The  entire  length  of  the  collar  should 
be  about  two  feet  short  of  the  rod  used,  and  the 
end  of  the  fine  should  be  free  to  run  -nith  the 
collar  attached  easily  through  the  loop  and  rings 
of  the  rod.  The  rod  itself,  I  think,  need  not  be 
other  than  the  ordinary  fly  rod  you  would  select 
for  the  stream  you  may  want  to  fish,  provided  you 
are  wading  ;  indeed,  I  change  often  from  the'  fly 
to  the  worm  and  vir,e  versa  in  the  same  day  with 
the  same  rod.  It  is  more  convenient  to  have  a 
second  rod  carried  by  a  servant  who  can  be  trusted  ; 
it  is  always  at  hand,  and  economises  time  con- 


*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishina;  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  Ss.  6d.,  post  free. 


siderably.  For  the  larger  streams,  a  light  springy 
rod  of  hollow  bamboo,  with  a  split  cane  top, 
sixteen  feet  long,  is  required.  If  the  water  be 
high  and  very  rapid,  use  from  two  to  four  small 
shot,  one  inch  apart,  the  lowest  eight  inches  from 
the  hook — in  bright  weather,  or  when  the  waters 
are  low,  I  use  no  shot.  I  consider  at  such  times 
the  shot  a  useless  encumbrance,  but  when  the 
water  is  very  high  and  rapid  it  is  useful  to  prevent 
the  worm  being  too  rapidly  carried  away  by  the 
stream,  and  to  resist  the  action  of  the  water  upon 
the  hair  or  gut  between  the  hook  and  the  rod. 

Since  the  worm  forms  an  article  of  diet  in  ex- 
tensive use  by  the  trout,  and  for  which  he  seems 
to  have  a  universal  Uking,  it  follows  that  as  a 
bait  for  his  destruction  its  employment  by  the 
fisherman  is  of  a  very  general  character — indeed, 
the  worm  may  be  used  wherever  there  are  trout ; 
at  the  same  time,  since  there  are  difficulties  to  be 
overcome  in  its  employment,  we  may  expect  to 
find  some  streams  more  favourable  to  our  practi- 
cal efforts  than  others  would  be  ;  so  also  the  par- 
ticular conditions  of  a  stream  may  favour  or 
oppose  our  attempts.  So  that  whilst  we  admit  the 
worm  to  be  a  universal  bait  for  trout,,  we  yet 
are  conscious  of  certain  circumstances  which  will 
very  materially  affect  our  success  in  its  usage, 
and  modify  our  manner  of  working  with  it.  The 
most  convenient  way  of  carrying  the  worms  when 
fishing  is  to  have  a  bag  six  or  eight  inches  long, 
made  of  brown  holland,  with  a  tape  to  close  it ; 
in  this  bag  some  moss  should  be  put  for  them, 
and  it  may  be  carried  in  the  basket.  A  small 
bag  hke  a  pocket,  with  a  hole  or  loop  so  as  to 
fasten  it  to  the  button  of  one's  waistcoat,  is  very 
useful ;  in  this  httle  pouch  we  can  put  just  as 
many  worms  as  may  serve  to  -  go  on  with  for  a 
time,  whilst  the  others  are  well  protected  in  the 
larger  bag — for  worms  ■will  not  bear  much  hand- 
ling or  knocking  about,  and  the  fisherman  does 
well  to  take  great  care  of  them  and  keep  them  as 
hvely  as  possible. 

Any  of  the  North  Devon  streams  are  good  for 
the  worm — the  Bray  particularly  so;  on  the  Moor 
streams,  especially  between  Dulverton  and  Withy- 
pool,  or  the  latter  and  Lanaker  Bridge,  good 
sport  may  always  be  had  whenever  there  is  enough 
water  in   the  river  to  form  Uttle  rapids  and 
stickles.     The  best  time  for  the  worm  is  very , 
early  of  a  morning — the  earher  the  better,  three  ' 
or  four  a.m. — you  cannot  be  too  early;   a  Httle, 
practice  will  soon  teach  the  value  of  an  hour 
before  six  a.m.    As  a  general  rule,  trout  are  sure  | 
to  take  the  worm  well  in  these  early  hours,  and  ! 
you  may  with  a  httle  skill  make  pretty  sure  of 
the  biggest  trout  in  any  pool  or  stickle  you  may  , 
fish.    Late  of  an  evening  the  worm  is  also  taken  ; 
well ;   but  though  we  may  kill  many  trout  even  ■ 
throughout  the  entire   day,   experience  teaches 
that  one  hour  before  breakfast  is  worth  two  after.-  | 
The  season  of  the  year  to  use  the  worm  is  whenever 
trout    may    be    legitimately    taken ;  doubtless 
trout  might  be  killed  with  the  worm  all  the  year 
round,  but  no  fisherman  would  destroy  a  trout  | 
not  in  condition  ;   and  for  North  Devon  streams  ! 
the  season  would  ordinarily  include  the  time  be-  \ 
tween  the  first  of  February  and  first  of  September,  j 
If  the  weather  be  cold  and  the  winter  long,  there  J 
is  not  much  to  be  done  in  most  of  the  streams  till  ' 
March  ;  but  the  Exe  is  an  early  river,  and  affords  i 
excellent  sport  in  February,  when  the  trout  are  I 
usually  in  good  condition. 

To  put  the  worm  on  the  hook  : — Hold  the  worm 
between  your  left  forefinger  and  thumb,  keeping 
the  head  uppermost ;  take  the  hook  between  your  | 
right  forefinger  and  thumb,  enter  the  point  at 
the  very  apex  of  the  head,  pass  it  down  through 
the  body  till  you  come  to  the  knot,  which  you 
will  find  in  all  those  little  gilt-tail  worms  ;  through  J 
the  middle  of  this  thickened  and  tough  substance 
pass  out  the  point,  and  push  the  worm  up  till  it 
lies  on  the  shank  of  the  hook,  so  that  from  one 
side  of  the  shank  will  be  the  tail  of  the  worm 
wrigghng  and  twisting  about,  and  on  the  other, 
the  bend  and  point  of  the  hook  uncovered  and 
exposed ;  you  will  thus  have  rather  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  worm  on  the  hook,  the  rest  free  and 
unfixed.  So  also  the  shank  of  your  hook  is 
covered  with  that  portion  of  the  worm  which  is 
transfixed,  but  the  bend  and  all  beyond  it  is  per- 
fectly bare  and  uncovered  bj'  the  worm.  This  keeps 
only  the  smaller  portion  of  the  worm  in  an  un- 
natural and  stiff  position,  the  larger  portion  being 
free  to  twist  and  turn  about  in  the  water,  so  that 
the  entire  worm  resembles  very  closely  in  ap- 
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pearance  an  ordinary  worm  as  it  would  float,  or 
be  washed  down  the  water.  By  bringing  the 
hook  out  through  the  knot,  you  obtain  a  thicker 
and  tougher  tissue  to  resist  the  action  of  the 
hook,  which  in  other  parts  is  apt  to  cut  and  tear 
the  worm. 

{To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Geneeal  Remabks. — The  river  was 
refreshed  by  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  and  evening  which  put  a  little  more 
colour  into  the  water,  and  sport  was  better  on 
Wednesday.  Roach  have  been  feeding  fairly  well 
in  the  evening,  but  owing  to  the  brightness  of  the 
upper  reaches  the  finest  tackle  has  to  be  used  if  one 
wishes  to  get  many  fish.  There  is  still  a  good 
stream,  though  the  river  is  only  at  summer  level. 
I  had  some  roach  and  a  bream  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon, but  half-an-hour  after  commencing  fishing  a 
horse  and  cart  fell  into  the  river  from  the  Kingston 
Quay.  The  horse  was  cut  clear,  and  then  swam 
down  stream  towing  a  boat  with  five  men  in  it  in 
its  wake.  The  horse  made  straight  for  my  punt, 
which  I  had  to  release,  and  the  horse  swam  between 
th  e  two  ryepecks,  so  fishing  was  upset  after  that. 
The  horse  was  rescued  after  half-an-hour.  An  angler 
fishing  at  Surbiton  Sewer,  for  perch,  caught  a  pike 
of  61b.  7oz.  on  a  roach  hook,  baited  with  a  small 
minnow.  Sport  should  be  good  during  the  coming 
week,  provided  a  fair  depth  of  water  be  fished. 
Before  leaving  Ilfracombe  I  had  another  conger  of 
121b.  on  the  rod. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — Recent  rains  have  put  some 

colour  in  the  water,  and  there  is  a  good  stream 
running ;  sport,  however,  has  only  been  fair  during 
the  past  week,  some  fair  bags  of  roach  having  been 
made.  On  Sept.  26,  Mr.  C.  Good,  casting  with  a 
dead  frog,  with  Mr.  J.  James,  took  seven  nice  chub, 
the  best  fish  weighing  41b.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  Frisby 
and  friend,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  a  jack  of 
51b.,  and  a  nice  bag  of  roach,  and  on  the  28th  the 
same  anglers  took  a  jack  of  i\h.,  and  101b.  of  roach. 
Mr.  G.  Smith  and  another  also  took  161b.  of  roach 
on  the  29th.  Mr.  C.  Good,  fishing  with  Mr.  J. 
James,  took  eleven  chub,  best  fish  31b.  8oz.,  while 
casting  with  a  dead  frog.  No  barbel  have  been 
caught,  and  few  fish  have  been  caught  from  the 
bank.  Sport,  however,  should  improve  during  the 
coming  week. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  in  good  con- 
dition now  for  roach,  bream,  and  dace;  the  rain 
has  put  a  nice  colour  to  it.  Out  one  day  with  Mr. 
George  Chapman,  I  got  seventy-eight  fine  roach 
and  one  bream ;  another  half-day  with  Mr.  Fluet 
and  Mr.  Tagliaferro  I  got  101b.  of  good  roach,  one 
jack,  31b. ;  another  day  with  Mr.  Spicer  and  friend, 
17 Jib.  of  roach,  three  bream.  Mr.  Tomlinson  has 
taken  two  jack  at  the  weir  up  to  4 Jib. ;  Mr.  Page 
also  one  of  5|lb. — Walter  McBride. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — As  was  anti- 
cipated, with  this  continued  autumn  weather,  sport 
of  a  highly  remunerative  description  has  in  general 
been  had,  especially  amongst  the  roach ;  they  are 
now  getting  more  settled.  After  recent  rains  the 
river  is  now  clean  and  in  splendid  trim.  Baskets  of 
roach  vary  according  to  the  time  anglers  fish.  Many 
seen  with  51b.  to  81b.  a  rod,  up  to  lib.  each  fish. 
The  weather  has  been  too  bright  for  much  sport 
with  the  pike,  only  a  few  had.  In  October  this 
class  of  sport  will  be  eagerly  sought  after,  they 
being  numerous  here.  Boats  on  the  spot.  Bank 
angling  clean  with  five  tailes  of  free  water  close  to 
G.  E.  R.  station. — John  O.  Geobge,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  season  for  trout  fishing 
has  ended  without  a  single  complaint  of  scarcity  of 
water  for  the  whole  of  the  year.  Indeed,  in  the 
best  of  times  there  has  been  enough  and  to  spare. 
The  takes  have  been  of  average  amount.  Peal  and 
salmon  fishing  go  on  until  November  30,  except  in 
the  Lynher  and  Inney,  where  the  season  ends  on 
November  1.  Mr.  Oliver  and  other  fishers  have 
been  doing  well  on  the  Camel,  but  the  Fowey  is 
showing  little  or  no  sport. — Bodmin. 

Bart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  waters  con- 
tinue to  be  very  high  owing  to  the  heavy  rains,  but 
are  clearing.  Fish  are  not  taking  at  all  freely,  being 
glutted  with  food  washed  down.  The  best  flies  are 
Blue  Upright,  Edmond's  Palmer,  and  Half-stone. 
Last  week  Mr.  Garrow  Green  creeled  fourteen  good 
trout  in  the  Harbourne,  and  twelve  at  Staverton, 
whilst  during  the  present  week  he  landed  a  dozen 
on  the  latter.  Mr.  E.  Distin  and  Mr.  W.  Tucker 
had  a  dozen  nice  fish  each  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  29)  on 
the  Harbourne,  whilst  Mr.  Ackrell  has  been  getting 


an  average  of  a  brace  each  evening.  The  season  con- 
cluded on  Thursday  (Oct.  1).  Taken  on  the  whole  it 
has  been  only  a  moderate  season.  The  fish  have  been 
larger  than  hitherto  and  have  been  in  good  condi- 
tion, but  "  takes  "  have,  generally  speaking,  been 
small.  The  early  part  of  the  season  trout  were 
fairly  plentiful,  and  baskets  were  moderate  about 
the  middle  part  of  the  season,  a  good  manjf  fish 
being  landed  with  the  dry  fly,  which  is  not  the  local 
angler's  favourite  bait.  During  the  last  month  or 
two  catches  have  been  exceedingly  problematical, 
although  there  have  been  numerous  peal  in  the 
river.  The  heavy  floods  have  been  responsible  for 
taking  the  fish  up  stream.  Salmon  have  been 
plentiful,  and  a  record  spawning  season  is  antici- 
pated.— Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).  —  Some  good  sport  has  been 
afforded  on  this  river  during  the  past  week,  the 
water  having  been  in  nice  trim  for  angling.  A  few 
nice  takes  are  reported,  a  record  of  which  is  not  to 
hand  at  the  time  of  writing.  A  heavy  spate  on 
Tuesday  night  should  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon 
the  water,  and  should  again  improve  the  prospects. 
Sea  anglers  are  enjoying  improved  sport.  Several 
visitors  who  have  operated  in  the  offing  have 
secured  nice  baskets  of  mixed  fish. — J.  Jackson. 

Iixe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  — The  weather  has 
been  rather  mixed  up,  but  in  the  Exe,  at  Cowley, 
Buller's  Bridge,  St.  David's,  and  in  the  Marshes 
some  roach  of  fair  size  have  been  taken  with  creed 
wheat,  gentles,  and  paste,  and  perch  and  eels  with 
live  minnows  and  worms.  Mr.  Ford,  on  behalf  of 
the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators,  has  prosecuted 
three  delinquents  for  illegal  fishing  for  salmon  and 
trout  at  Exwick,  and  fines  with  costs  were  inflicted. 
Police  constables  Ridler  and  Hannaford,  and  Thomas 
Luxton,  water  bailiff,  were  the  officers  concerned, 
and  the  result  is  satisfactory,  as  it  will  deter  others, 
who,  from  time  to  time,  are  in  evidence  in  Exeter, 
Exwick,  and  neighbourhood.  In  the  canal  at 
Countess  Weir,  Limekilns,  Black  House,  Topsham, 
and  Turf  some  good  catches  of  perch  and  eels  have 
been  made. — Red  Palmee. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
Fishing  has  been  somewhat  quiet  on  the  Cambridge- 
shire fens  since  the  big  affair  at  Stonea  a  week  ago. 
The  great  number  of  catches  was  somewhat  remark- 
able, when  they  came  to  weighing  in,  and  the 
difficulty  of  getting  out  results  was  a  large  one. 
Reaching  has  been  the  main  sport  in  this  district ; 
perch  also  are  said  to  have  been  very  Uvely.  One 
angler  came  across  about  twenty,  but  most  of  them 
were  under  lib.  each.  The  Glen  at  Purfleet  proved 
pretty  productive,  and  rudd  and  tench  were  among 
the  chief  captures.  Pike  fishers  do  not  appear  to 
have  done  well,  and  this  is  mainly  owing  to  bottom 
weed.  Some  of  the  best  sport  appears  to  have  been 
made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Billingborough. — 
Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy). — On  Tuesday 
we  had  a  very  welcome  heavy  rainfall,  causing  the 
river,  which  was  extremely  bright,  to  become  nicely 
coloured  again.  Anglers  have  not  been  very  busy 
lately  owing  to  the  water  being  quite  out  of  con- 
dition. Under  most  unfavourable  auspices  the 
Biggleswade  and  District  A.  S.  brought  off  their  second 
prize  contest,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  Bert  Wood- 
craft, of  Langford.  The  same  gentleman  also  won 
the  first  competition.  Included  in  his  catch  was  a 
nice  perch  weighing  lib.  loz.  The  second  prize  fell 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  C.  King,  of  Langford.  He  was 
aided  by  a  good  roach,  weight  l^lb.  Unless  a  very 
unfavourable  change  takes  place  within  the  next 
twenty-four  hours  everything  points  to  good 
prospects  for  the  week-end, — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Sport  has  been  quiet  this 
week,  the  weather  having  been  unsettled.  The  rains 
have,  however,  refreshed  the  river  nicely,  and  some 
better  &port  should  ensue.  Roach  and  dace  have 
not  been  feeding  well.  The  trout  season  is  now 
over  on  the  Lea,  and  was  associated  with  the 
capture,  within  a  day  or  two  of  the  close,  of  a  fine 
trout  of  between  51b.  and  61b.,  caught  at  Hertford 
by  Mr.  Chapman.  It  was  taken  on  pike  tackle. — 
Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  water  here  is  in  grand 
fishing  trim  and  sport  is  excellent.  During  the  past 
week  the  roach  have  been  well  on  the  feed.  The 
following  are  the  best  catches:  331b.,  151b.,  141b., 
111b.,  and  10|lb.  The  total  catch  of  roach  reported 
to  the  keeper  for  the  week  was  150Jlb.  Perch  have 
also  shown  up  well,  largest  bag  was  71b.,  next,  61b. ; 
most  of  the  fish  landed  were  in  fine  condition,  the 
best  being  31b.  and  2f  lb.  each.  Pike  have  also  been 
obtained,  largest  fish,  41b. — P.  W.  G. 

Lowestoft  and  Disci ict. — Roach  are  well  on  the 
feed  at  Oulton  Broad  and  on  the  river.  No  pike  of 
any  size  have  been  taken  during  the  week,  probably 
owing  to  the  fact  that  anglers  have  been  going  in 
for  sea-fishing  at  Lowestoft.  Perch  are  still  to  be 
had  in  good  numbers,  and  sport  should  improve  as 
the  weather  looks  settled. — H.  L.  F. 


Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  have  been  running  clear  and 
a  nice  level  for  some  days,  and  in  capital  order  for 
either  fly,  worm,  or  maggot  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  good 
few  rods  have  been  out  and  used  Red  Tag,  Willow, 
Green  Insect,  Silver  Twist,  Whirling  Blue,  and 
Hare's  Ear.  Some  very  nice  lots  of  grayling,  from 
Jib.  upwards,  have  been  landed.  On  Monday  night 
the  weather  changed  and  rain  fell,  but  up  to  the 
present  it  heis  made  little  difference  to  the  rivers, 
and  prospects  for  sport  in  these  streams  are  good. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland).— 
Rivera  are  in  good  order  for  grayling  fishing, 
hough  twice  since  last  report  they  have  been  a 
tittle  stained  by  local  storms,  but  onlv  for  a  few 
ihours.  Fish  are  rising  freely ;  best  flies  are  Mid 
Blue,  Late  Brown,  Silver  Dun,  Whirling,  Willows, 
Red  Tag,  and  Green  Insect.  Sink  and  draw  (grass- 
hopper), swimming  worm,  and  maggot,  are  all 
good  just  now.  Prospects  for  sport  the  coming 
week  are  favourable. — T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  trout  season 
closed  on  Sept.  30,  but  peal  may  be  fished  for 
throughout  October.  There  are  very  few  peal  up 
just  now,  and  so  the  prospects  of  any  sport  with 
them  are  poor.  Upon  the  whole,  the  trout  season 
has  been  unsatisfactory.  Certainly  the  early  spring 
fishing  was  productive  of  heavy  baskets,  the  fish 
being  greedy  and  the  state  of  the  river  favourable 
for  angling  with  several  flies  on  the  cast.  Many 
fishermen  wish  that  the  river  was  not  opened  before 
April  1  at  the  earliest,  as  this  would  save  a  great 
number  of  poorly- conditioned  fish  which  are  taken 
out  in  March.  The  summer  fishing  this  season  has, 
owing  to  the  constant  cold  and  wet,  been  very  much 
below  the  average. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — River  in  thoroughly 
good  condition  for  all-round  angling,  the  smart 
showers  we  have  had  lately  having  put  a  proper  tint 
into  it,  and  some  good  baskets  have  resulted. 
Several  very  nice  jack  captured  during  the  week ; 
also  one  gentleman  had  a  rare  nice  catch  of  dace  on 
the  shallows  here  on  Monday  with  fly. — A.  Scard. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  river  is  in  good 
order,  and  many  rods  have  been  out,  sport  among 
pike  apd  other  coarse  fish  having  been  fairly  good. 
The  pleasant  village  of  Atcham,  three  miles  from 
the  county  town,  is  a  popular  centre  for  pike 
fishing,  and  miles  of  deep  water  between  that  place 
and  Cressage  are  well  stocked.  The  trout  fishing 
season,  now  closed,  has  been  most  unsitisfactory 
in  all  respects.  No  notable  trout  have  been  caught, 
and  creels  have  been  exceptionally  light. — Hafeen. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  lovely  weather  experienced  here  of 
late  still  continues,  and  the  trout-fishing  season, 
which  ends  this  week,  has  been  much  more  enjoyable 
than  the  commencement.  The  grayling  fishing  here 
is  now  at  its  best,  and  the  frosty  nights  and  sun- 
shiny days  are  all  in  favour  of  the  sport.  Salmon 
fishing  up  to  the  present  has,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
been  all  but  a  blank,  so  it  is  all  the  more  pleasing 
to  have  to  record  that  whilst  angling  on  Monday 
last  in  the  Vyrnwy,  near  his  residence,  Treduwin, 
a  few  miles  above  Llanymynech,  Mr.  Connop,  a 
most  enthuastic  angler,  captured  a  really  fine 
salmon,  which  scaled  181b.,  and  was  in  excellent 
condition.  Several  nice  baskets  of  coarse  fish  and 
a  few  pike  have  also  been  recently  taken  from  the 
same  river  as  well  as  from  the  Severn. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  fairly  fine — 
summerlike,  with  a  warm  temperature  and  showers. 
Rivers  are  in  good  condition,  but  sport  has  not  been 
up  to  expectations.  'Tis  the  man  who  resides  near 
the  water  that  has  the  advantage  of  early  and  late 
fishing.  He  can  bait  his  swims  overnight,  and  take 
possession  ere  the  visiters  put  in  an  appearance, 
and  take  advantage  of  their  well-baited  spots 
in  their  enforced  absence.  The  Ouse  has 
yielded  a  few  good  roach  during  the  week. 
A  visitor,  Mr.  Wren,  in  two  days'  angling  above 
Barcombe  Mills,  secured  some  good  roach, 
the  heaviest,  taken  on  the  bottom  with  gentles, 
weighing  1  Jib.  Pike  up  to  3  Jib.  have  been  captured 
on  the  lower  w»ter,  and  in  the  upper  reaches  pike 
of  4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  and  6Jlb.  have  been  taken;  the 
water  here  is  difficult  fishing,  a  strong  rod  and  line 
and  a  short  shrift  is  necessary,  or  you  lose  your  best 
fish.  Chichester  Canal  is  full  of  weeds,  surface 
spinning  alone  can  be  indulged  in,  or  live  baiting  in 
the  lew  open  spaces. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — At  time  of 
writing  (Sept.  28)  the  river  la  in  excellent  condition 
for  fishing.  Good  sport  with  salmon  by  early  morn- 
ing and  late  evening  fishing,  and  nice  baskets  of 
trout  were  taken  after  the  recent  heavy  rainfall. 
— H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Tame  in  this  district  has 
been  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.    The  weather  has  been  beautilul 
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and  fine  up  to  Monday  night  (Sept.  28),  when  heavy 
rain  came  on,  and  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  29)  there  was 
a  slight  stain  on  the  river  ;  but  the  weather  has 
c;leared,  and  it  will  he  in  good  order  again  by  the 
(  nd  of  the  week,  if  we  get  no  more  rain.  The  cold 
iiights  and  foggy  mornings  have  been  good  for 
grayling  fishing,  and  there  has  been  a  good  few 
anglers  out  the  last  few  days.  Trout  fishing  ended 
on  Sept.  30,  and  the  season  has  not  been  a  very 
good  one,  as  on  some  stretches  of  water  where 
baskets  of  101b.  and  121b.  could  be  landed,  only 
one  or  two  fi^h  could  be  caught. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (TenTjury). — The  water  in  this  district  has 
been  running  in  capital  condition  for  fishing,  and 
the  weather  has  been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get 
out.  The  fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  have 
been  rising  at  the  fly.  The  cold  nights  have 
brought  some  of  the  large  grayling  in.  and  some 
good  sport  has  been  had  on  some  of  the  stretches  in 

I  his  part.  Trout  fishing  has  been  tried,  but  with 
little  success  of  late,  and  the  season  ended  on 
September  30.  Prospects  for  grayling  fishing  in 
this  part  are  now  good  with  fly,  maggot,  and  grass- 
hopper.— Worcester. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon).— Since  my  last  report  all 
anglers  have  had  good  sport  with  the  pike  and 
rudd,  but  have  not  been  so  successful  with  the 
perch.    Mr.  Frank  Clarke,  of  Birmingham,  has  had 

II  whole  week  of  excellent  sport  with  the  rudd,  and 
has  caught  a  lot  from  l|^lb.  to  21b.,  and  sent  several 
to  be  set  up.  Dr.  H.  F.  Davis  has  also  had  good 
sport  with  the  rudd  for  the  past  ten  days,  and 
caught  a  great  many  over  IJlb.,  the  largest  scaling 
21b. — Wm.  Vickeey. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighhonring 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  our  rivers  and 
tributaries  have  run  down  to  almost  summer  level, 
and  fishing  is  not  so  brisk.  Some  salmon  have  been 
killed  in  the  North  Tyn?,  with  fly,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  ChoUerton.  A  fine  basket  of  eleven  trout 
was  killed  with  fly  by  Mr.  Hanson.  Four  Newcastle 
gentlemen,  fishing  private  water  for  perch,  had  a 
good  day's  sport  on  Saturday  last  (Sept.  26),  Mr. 
Farthing,  twenty-one,  Mr.  Dunn,  twenty-nine,  Mr. 
Greathead,  fifteen,  and  Mr.  Veitch,  thirty-seven,  all 
got  with  worm.  Mr.  Tate,  on  Sept.  24,  fishing  the 
Aln  with  fly,  killed  a  fine  basket  of  twenty-three 
trout,  the  heaviest  fish  measuring  seventeen  inches 
in  length.  Mr.  Melch  has  had  another  stroke  of 
good  luck,  killing  a  fine  71b.  sea-trout ;  this,  I  believe, 
makes  the  seventh  large  fish  this  season.  The 
Coquet  is  very  low ;  a  few  salmon  or  Salmo  eriox 
have  been  killed  with  fly  and  prawn  in  the  Wark- 
worth  and  Felton  districts. — Heney  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). — A  good 
many  visitors  put  in  an  appearance  at  Southrey. 
Mr.  Walker  got  a  basket  of  over  161b.  of  roach,  Mr. 
Hall,  141b.  of  roach  and  perch,  and  others  did 
moderately  well;  51b.  lloz.  was  taken  in  a  club 
match.  Some  difficulty  appears  to  have  been  ex- 
perienced in  locating  the  fish  in  other  waters.  Pike 
have  come  to  hand  successfully  at  Bardney,  Dog- 
dyke,  Langrick,  and  other  resorts.  A  rather  large 
number  of  fish  running  up  to  8|lb.  were  brought  to 
bank.  The  waters  between  Kirkstead  and  Tatters- 
hall  have  yielded  some  nice  roach,  and  a  few  good 
rudd  are  reported  from  the  latter  district.  Fishing 
in  the  Sleaford  Canal  was  of  a  high  order.  One 
gentleman  got  121b.  of  roach,  his  best  fish  being 
l^lh.  A  goodly  number  of  rods  put  in  an  appear- 
ance on  the  Boston  Drains  and  with  good  reason. 
Good  sport  was  had  near  the  railway  bridge  on  the 
Bargate  drain,  but  it  has  fallen  off  on  the  Mount 
Pleasant  drain.  It  was  fairly  brisk  at  Bunker's 
Hill.  Some  sport  has  been  had  with  pike ;  and 
tench,  roach,  and  rudd  have  all  had  a  turn. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  are  now  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  good  sport 
may  be  expected.  The  unsettled  weather  has 
caused  these  waters  to  be  discoloured  for  a  few 
hours  on  some  days,  but  not  to  make  them  unfish- 
able  even  with  the  fly.  The  Wye  has  been  running 
rather  high,  but  several  nice  creels  of  trout_and  gray- 
ling have  been  obtained.  The  Derwent  has  yielded 
a  few  nice  fish.  Mr.  H.  Coopef  and  a  friend, 
fishing  the  Darleydale  Club  water  on  Sept.  24, 
had  several  brace  each.  On  Sept.  26,  Mr.  W. 
Kirkland,  two  brace ;  also  Mr.  J.  Clay,  on  Monday 
(Sept.  28),  several  nice  fish.  Two  or  three  others 
have  alsj  landed  two  and  three  brace  each.  Mr. 
Hassam,  fishing  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  A.A. 
water,  has  averaged  four  and  a  half  brace  per  day. 
The  prospect  for  the  grayling  season  promises  well, 
as  the  grayling  are  in  very  good  condition,  and 
show  very  good  sport. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — All  our  Yorkshire  rivers  have  run 
down  to  the  usual  summer  level,  consequently  have 
been  running  very  low  and  clear.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yore  some  nice  catches  of  fish  have 
been  made  with  fly  at  Hawes,  Aysgaith,  Wensley 


and  Middleham.  •  The  finest  tackle  has  to  be 
used;  most  of  the  Yoredale  anglers  used  fine 
hair  casts.  The  Cover  is  fishing  fairly  well 
just  now.  During  this  week  Mr.  Collinson  has 
been  doing  well  daily.  On  Sept.  26  his  basket 
contained  fifteen  nice  fish  with  the  fly.  The 
best  patterns  have  been  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Snipe  Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and 
Snipe  and  Purple.  Sport  has  only  been  moderate 
in  the  district  of  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  In 
the  district  of  Boroughbridge  a  few  pike  have  been 
caught  with  the  Harrogate  Spinner.  Good  baskets 
of  roach  and  dace  have  been  caught,  and  perch  are 
taking  a  live  minnow  freely.  The  'Wharfe  is 
low  and  clear.  In  the  districts  of  Grassington  and 
Burnsall  good  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  have 
been  caught  with  the  fly  during  the  week.  Sport 
ha?  also  been  good  on  the  Ilkley  length  ;  several 
baskets  ranging  from  six  to  twenty-four  fish  have 
been  caught  with  the  fly.  Best  patterns  on  this 
length  have  been  Needle  Brown,  Orange  and  Yellow 
Partridges  ribbed  with  tinsel.  Very  little  has  been 
done  at  Otley,  but  below  Pool  fair  sport  has  been 
met  with.  One  angler  got  91b.  of  dice  and  trout 
at  Harewood.  In  the  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf 
districts  sport  has  been  good  amongst  the  coarse 
fish.  Several  baskets  ranging  from  91b.  to  141b. 
have  been  got  during  the  week.  The  Nidd  is  in  fine 
trim,  and  some  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with 
in  the  upper  reaches  at  Pateley  Bridge  Dacre 
Banks,  and  Birtswith.  In  the  lower  reaches  fair 
catches  of  coarss  fi?h  have  been  caught  at  Ribston 
and  Hunsingore.  The  Derwent  has  also  been  in 
excellent  trim.  In  the  upper  reaches  several  rods 
have  been  seen  out  at  Yeddingham,  Malton, 
Huttons  Ambo,  and  Stamford  Bridge.  Sport  on 
the  whole  has  been  fairly  good.  At  Yeddingham, 
Messrs.  Westerman,  Pickersgill,  and  Tonks  had 
some  nice  sport  amongst  the  roach,  dace  and 
grayling.  The  Swale  is  at  summer  level.  Sport 
has  been  fairly  good  at  Richmond  and  Catterick 
Bridge  amongst  the  grayling  with  the  fly,  the  best 
patterns  being  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Waterhen  Bloa, 
and  Snipe  Bloa.  Since  Monday  (Sept.  28)  rain  has 
fallen,  and  the  Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd  have  all 
been  freshened  up,  and  good  sport  can  be  looked 
for  this  week-end.— John  E  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  Notwithstanding  the 
lowness  of  the  water  in  the  river,  anglers  are  enjoying 
fairly  good  sport,  especially  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  river.  Among  the  catches  last  week,  on  the 
Eden  section  Sir  Richard  Nicholson  had  a  fine 
salmon,  weighing  241b.  Early  on  Wednesday 
morning  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  which 
slightly  affected  the  water,  which  was  beginni  g 
to  get  somewhat  low  and  clear.  There  is  a  good 
appearance  of  fish  in  the  pools,  and  should  the 
weather  prove  favourable  rod  fishing  should  con- 
tinue good  until  the  close  of  the  season. — H.  W. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  for  week  ending  Sept.  25 
has  been : — By  anglers  residing  in  Rodel  House, 
four  salmon,  231b.  12oz.,  sixty  sea-trout,  451b.  loz  , 
one  Salmo  ferox,  21b.  8oz.  There  has  been  almost 
no  fishing  at  Finsbay  during  the  past  week  as  the 
weather  has  been  so  stormy,  and  the  fishing  there 
is  practically  closed  for  the  season. — G.  D.  Stie- 

LING. 

Isla  (Perthshire). — The  river  has  been  in  excel- 
lent ply,  and  the  trout  in  excellent  condition. 
Among  the  few  who  have  been  out  on  the  river, 
Mr.  Jeffrey,  of  Edinburgh,  got  a  fine  basket  on 
Friday  (Sept.  25).  The  lochs  have  done  well, 
Auchintaple  Loch  particularly  so,  the  Glenisla 
House  shooters  having,  on  the  off  grouse  days, 
been  very  successful.  Mr.  Maxwell  Rose  has  had 
trout  up  to  3£lb.  ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Lambert,  to  2-Ub. ; 
Miss  Jessie  Lambert,  to  2|-lb. ;  Messrs.  Cumming 
and  Callander,  to  21b.  Other  good  baskets  have 
been  got,  the  average  weight  of  the  trout  being 
about  lib. — Iasgaie 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  has  been  at  a 
complete  standstill  on  the  Border  rivers  this  week. 
The  rivers  are  too  low  to  successfully  fish  with 
anything  but  a  small-sized  salmon  fly.  In  the 
Annan  on  Wednesday  afternoon  Mr.  Wm.  Wright, 
Ednam,  Annan,  killed  a  clean  run  salmon  of  22^1b. 
by  spinning.  It  was  taken  in  the  Howes  pool 
immediately  above  the  town.  A  few  herling  are 
being  taken  with  the  fly.    In  the  Mount  Annan  and 


Grayling  i'lSHlNG. — Having  had  more  experience  since  1856 
as  a  grayling  flslier  than  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  tlies  and  tacule  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  grayling  tlies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  2a.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first 
(juality,  9d,  each.— J.  E.  MILLER,  Northern  Anglers  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


Hoddom  Castle  waters  sahnon  are  showing,  but  there 
is  not  any  chance  until  a  flood  comes,  or  a  rise  of 
water  without  aspate  would  answer  the  same  purpose. 
Some  fish  were  running  from  the  Sol  way  on  Wednes- 
day. In  the  Dumfries  Nith  sport  has  been  very  poor 
this  week.  A  number  of  salmon  are  showing  in  the 
lower  waters,  but  a  spate  is  wanted  to  bring  the  pools 
into  proper  ply  for  the  fiy.  In  the  Mid  Nithsdale 
waters  only  one  salmon  has  been  taken  this  back 
end.  In  the  Closeburn  and  Auldgirth  waters  odd 
salmon  are  showing.  There  has  been  a  fresh  run  of 
herling  to  the  lower  reaches,  and  a  few  odd  ones 
have  been  caught  with  the  fly.  The  Galloway 
rivers  have  yielded  poor  sport  this  week,  but 
plenty  of  salmon  are  showing  in  the  pools  of  the 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee.  The  pooh  are  too  low  for 
the  salmon  fly,  but  in  nice  order  for  trout.  In  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse  a  few  fish  are  moving  up  the 
tidal  reaches,  but  a  "  fresh "  is  wanted  to  allow 
them  to  get  higher  up  the  river.  The  Urr  is  quite 
out  of  order,  and  no  chance  of  sport  until  after  a 
spate.  In  the  Ayrshire  rivers  angling  is  most  dis- 
appointing this  week  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
rivers  and  bright  sunshine. — Heatherbell. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney). — 
On  Sept.  2^, 'Sir  Colvin  Smith,  two  trout,  21b.  On 
the  25Dh,  Sir  Colvin  Smith,  one,  21b.  On  the  28th, 
Sir  Colvin  Smith,  eight,  7|lb. — John  Maceay. 

Tay. — During  the  past  week  the  river  Tay  has 
been  rather  low,  but  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  29 
it  came  out  a  few  feet.  There  are  any  number  of 
fish  showing,  but  they  seem  rather  shy  to  rise  to 
the  lure.  Anglers  are  anxiously  looking  forward 
to  a  good  fiood  before  the  fishing  closes  on  Oct.  15 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  principal  takes 
since  last  report : — 

Meikleour,  —  Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  24  the 
Duchess  of  Bedford  landed'  one  of  6^1b.  On  the 
25th  the  Duke  of  Bedford  had  also  a  grilse  of  same 
weight,  and  on  the  following  day  another  of  6  b. 
On  the  25th  Lord  Blythswood  killed  one  salmon 
of  171b. 

ISLAMOUTH. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept.  29. 
Lord  Blythswood  had  a  fish  of  161b.  and  a  grilse  of 
71b.  On  Sept.  26  the  Bishop  of  London  killed  one 
salmon  of  161b.  and  a  grilse  of  71b.  ;  and  on  Sept.  29, 
General  Campbell  landed  a  fish  of  201b.  and  a  grilse 
of  5lb. 

Upper  Cargill, — Lord  Cairns,  fishing  this  beat 
on  Sept.  24,  landed  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  81b.  On 
Sept.  26  Mr.  Ernest  Moon,  K.C.,  had  one  grilse  of 
71b. ;  and  on  Sept.  29,  Lord  Cairns  killed  a  fish 
of  281b. 

Lower  Cargill. — Lord  Cairns,  fishing  this  stretch 
on  Sept.  23,  landed  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and  on 
Sept.  28  another  of  281b.  On  the  same  day  Lady 
Chesterfield  killed  a  salmon  of  201b. 

Willies  Stone. — -Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  26. 
Lord  Hardwicke  landed  a  grilse  of  71b. 

Upper  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archibald  Coats,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Sept.  26,  landed  two  salmon  of  251b. 
and  191b.,  and  from  the  second  boat  Messrs.  R.  M. 
and  W.  H.  Coats  had  one  salmon  of  161b.  On 
Sept.  29,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  one  fish  of  201b. 
and  a  grilse  of  81b. 

Lower  Stobhall — Fishing  this  water  on  Sept. 

23,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  landed  one  fish  of  16lb. 
and  a  grilse  of  71b.,  and  on  Sept.  25  three  salmon 
of  211b..  201b.,  and  201b. 

BuRNMotJTH  Stobhall.— Mr.  Basil  Moon,  fishing 
this  beat  on  the  24th,  killed  one  grilse  of  81b. 

Benchill. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept.  23,  Mr. 
Arthur  Cohen  landed  two  fish  of  251b.  and  171b., 
and  on  the  28th  a  grilse  of  1  lib. 

Uppee  Stanley. — Mr.  Mason,  fishing  this  beat  on 
Sept.  23,  killed  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  7ilb ;  on  the 
24th  Mr.  M.  Trevelyan  .'Martin  landed  a  salmon  of 
201b.  and  a  grilse  of  101b. ;  and  Mrs.  M.  Trevelyan 
Martin,  on  the  28  th,  had  one  salmon  of  151b. 

Lower  Stanley. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept. 

24.  Mr.  Mason  landed  one  salmon  of  141b.  On  the 
26th  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  had  a  grilse  of  4^1b.  ;  and  on 
the  29th  one  salmon  of  28Jlb.,  and  a  grilse  of  91b., 
and  from  the  second  boat  Miss  Maxwell  Lyte  had 
one  salmon  of  191b. 

Upper  Redgorton.  —  Mr.  Daniel  Coats  and 
Colonel  Chichester,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  24, 
killed  one  grilse  of  7Jlb.  Mr.  Archibald  Coats,  on 
Sept.  26,  had  two  salmon  of  171b.  and  15lb.,  and  a 
grilse  of  81b.  ;  and  from  the  second  boat  Mrs.  Coats 
and  Mr.  Guy  landed  one  salmon  of  171b.  and  a 
grilse  of  8|^lb.  ;  and  on  Sept.  29  Mr.  Carrick  killed 
two  grilse  of  8|lb.  and  5|lb. 

Lower  Redgorton  and  Bertha  — Fishing  this 
beat  on  Sept.  23,  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch  had  one  salmon  of  2  lib.  On  Sept.  25.  Mr. 
Archd.  Coats  killed  one  salmon  of  151b.  and  two 
grilse  of  81b.  and  61b.  ;  and  from  the  second  boat 
Miss  King  and  Miss  Hutchison  landed  one  grilse  of 
SUb.  On  Sept.  28.  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  killed  five 
grilse  of  81b..  81b.,  71b.,  6lb.,  and  61b.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  weather  is  still  unfavourable  for  salmon  fishing, 
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and  as  the  rivers  appear  to  be  better  stocked  than 
for  several  years  past,  favourable  weather  and  a 
flood  are  required  to  produce  sport;  as  it  is  sport 
is  very  poor.  Boldside.— A.  Holmes,  fisherman, 
caught  two  salmon,  of  151b.,  on  Sept.  21  and  23. 
On  the  25th,  W.  Millar,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of 
61b.  and  a  sea-trout  of  5ilb.  Hendeesyde. — On 
Sept.  23,  Col.  Chaplin,  V.C.,  had  a  spring  salmon  of 
6 Jib.,  rather  unusual  so  early.  On  the  26lh,  Mr.  T. 
Piingle  had  a  salmon  of  271b.,  and  on  29th  Sir  R.  J. 
Waldie  Griffith  caught  four  fish — one  salmon  of 
161b.  and  three  grilse,  weighing  7ilb.,  7Jlb.,  and 
71b.  On  the  30th  Lady  Waldie  Griffith  caught  a 
salmon,  a  beauty,  weighing  ISJlb. ;  Sir  Richard 
Waldie  Griffith  had  two  large  salmon  and  one 
erilse.  Spbouston. — On  this  water,  on  Sept.  18, 
W.  Tait,  fisherman,  had  a  grilse  of  51b.  General 
Sir  Henry  Trotter,  on  the  19th,  caught  a  salmon 
of  201b.  and  a  grilse  of  7ib.,  and  one  the 
same  day,  Tait,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of  141b., 
and  two  grilse  of  8  Jib.  and  81b.  On  the  22nd,  Capt. 
Gerald  Trotter  caught  two  salmon  of  141b.  and  151b., 
and  a  grilse  of  8Jlb.  ;  on  the  23rd,  the  same  angler 
had  a  salmon  of  201b.  ;  on  the  24th,  a  grilse  of  51b. ; 
on  the  25th,  a  salmon  of  161b. ;  and  on  the  29th,  a 
salmon  of  121b.  On  the  lower  reaches  sport  is 
fairly  good  for  the  season.  On  Tweed  Mill 
and  Twizell  water,  on  Sept.  21.  Col.  Houldsworth 
had  three  salmon  of  201b.,  16%.,  and  141b.  On 
the  24th  he  had  one  of  221b.,  and  on  the  26th  one 
salmon.  On  Carham  Water  on  the  22nd,  Mr. 
Perkins  landed  five  salmon,  and  on  the  29th  Sir  C. 
Evan  Smith  had  four  salmon.  On  the  Lees  water, 
Mr.  Mark  Johnston,  Cornhill,  on  the  23rd  had  a 
grilse,  6Jlb. ;  on  the  24th  a  salmon,  141b. ;  on  the 
25th  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  161b.;  on  the 
28th  he  had  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  71b. 
Mr.  Phillips  also  had  a  salmon  of  201b.  On  Sept.  21, 
Mr.  Tait  (fisherman)  had  a  salmon  of  161b.  On 
Cornhill  water,  on  Sept.  24,  Dr.  Rutherford  landed 
two  grilse.  On  Lennel  water,  Col.  McKenzie, 
Spittal  House,  caught  a  grilse  of  71b.,  and  on  the 
Glen,  Mr.  Thompson,  solicitor,  Newcastle,  landed  a 
sea  trout  of  lUb.  At  Birgham,  on  Sept.  28,  Col. 
Collingwood  had  two  salmon. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone). — The  Ballin- 
derry  closed  on  September  30,  with  low  and  clear 
water.  Consequently  fishing  has  been  a  bit  flat  since 
last  week,  and  nothing  special  was  done.  Special 
bailiffs  will,  as  usual,  assist  in  the  preservation  of 
this  river  during  the  fence  months. — J.  A.  B. 

Ballyuahincli  Fishery  (Galway).  —  Rough, 
stormy  weather  with  east  and  south-easterly  winds 
has  prevailed.  During  the  week  Mr.  T.  D.  Oakshott 
secured  one  summer  fish,  16Jlb.,  and  one  peal,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  H.  Bucknall,  two  peal,  71b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  H. 
Smith,  three  peal,  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  J.  R. 
Oliver,  two  peal,  61b.  and  71b. — total  for  week,  nine 
saltaon,  74Jlb. — Jock  Scott. 

Banu  and  Tributaries. — Strong  east  wind  and 
bright  sunshine  have  been  experienced  for  the  past 
week,  and  the  fly  could  only  be  used  for  short 
periods,  and  little  sport  was  obtained  on  any  of  the 
stretches.  The  Dunkeld  and  Panmure  Gordon  were 
the  only  patterns  taken,  but  a  few  were  also  caught 
on  the  spoon  and  minnow.  The  angling  closed  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  30,  with  the  river  at  winter 
level,  and  few  salmon  in  any  of  the  stretches,  the 
previous  flood  having  carried  the  greater  part  to  the 
lake  and  tributaries.  The  Maine  and  Black  water 
remain  open  till  Oct.  31,  but  they  are  now  too  low 
and  clear  for  any  salmon  to  be  caught  on  the  fly. 
Mr.  F.  McErlane  caught  one  salmon,  lOJlb.,  and 
Mr.  Ardill  one,  121b.,  on  the  Portglenone'stretch  ; 
Mr.  F.  Wilson,  four  salmon.  lOlb.,  101b.,  lljlb.,  and 


161b.,  and  one  grilse,  7)b  ,  on  the  Kilrea  reach  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  three  salmon.  91b.,  lOIb.,  and 
211b.,  and  four  grilse,  51b.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  on 
the  Caronroe  section.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  sea«on  closed  on 
Sept.  30  on  the  Sixmile,  Glenavy,  Crumlin,  Clady, 
and  the  Stoneyford  reservoir  with  indifferent  sport, 
few  trout  having  been  brought  to  net  in  the  closing 
days.  The  Woodburn  and  Marshal Istown  dams 
yielded  a  few  brace  of  trout,  Mr.  A.  Brown  taking 
ten  up  to  Jib.  on  Sept.  26,  being  the  best  of  the  week. 
The  Crossgar,  Moneycaragh,  and  other  streams  are 
low  and  greatly  in  need  of  a  spate.  There  are  a 
few  salmon  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Crossgar, 
and  an  odd  white  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Dnndalk  (co.  Louth). — The  angling  season  of 
1 903  came  to  a  close  on  the  Castletown,  Fane,  Dee, 
and  all  other  streams  entering  the  Irish  Channel 
between  Clogher  Head  and  Ballaghan  Point  on 
Wednesday  (Sept.  30).  It  was  the  best  salmon 
season — so  far  as  numbers  were  concerned — on  the 
Fane  for  some  years.— B. 

Erne  (Ballyshaunon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
has  been  rather  high  again  during  the  past  week. 
Mr.  W.  Carson  landed  four  salmon,  of  81b.,  91b.,  61b., 
and  51b.,  on  Sept.  25  and  29;  Mr.  Jos.  Atkinson 
landed  one  salmon  of  71b.  on  the  26th,  and  Sir 
Andrew  Porter  one  of  61b.  on  the  29th.  There  is  a 
large  stock  of  salmon  in  all  the  pools  on  the  Erne, 
and  with  a  successful  spawning  season  this  year  the 
prospects  for  1904  are  promising.  The  angling 
season  closed  on  the  Erne  on  Sept.  30. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Iiongh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry), — 

Stormy  weather  with  much  heavy  rain  has  brought 
angling  here  practically  to  a  standstill.  On  many 
days  no  boats  could  go  out  on  Lough  Currano.  On 
a  couple  of  days  when  angling  was  possible  fair 
sport  was  had  at  sea-trout,  and  on  Sept.  27  Mr.  M. 
O'Shea  caught  a  salmon  of  10 Jib.  and  six  trout. 
On  Coppal  Lake,  on  one  day,  Capt.  Armstrong  had 
a  salmon  of  81b.,  six  sea-trout  (averaging  lib.),  and 
a  dozen  brown  trout  (weighing  about  91b.).  The 
Inny  and  Cummeragh  have  been  in  order,  but 
though  a  few  anglers  have  tried  them  for  salmon 
none  have  been  had,  the  waters  being  too  foul  from 
mountain  floods. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougfli  Iffelvin. — Sport  was  fnot  so  good  as  the 
previous  week ;  still,  during  the  past  week,  some 
fair  sport  was  obtained  amongst  the  gillaroos  and 
brown  trout  by  the  anglers  out  on  the  lake.  Mr. 
P.  Humphrey  caught  seven  nice  gillaroo  trout, 
weighing  6 Jib.,  on  Sept.  26 ;  and  Mr.  C.  Wren  and 
Mr.  G.  Morrow  took  a  few  nice  baskets  of  trout  on 
Sept.  28  and  29;  and  Mr.  H.  Kelly  landed  two 
trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  5lb.  and  3Jlb.  (trolling)  during 
the  past  week.  The  angling  season  closes  on  Lough 
Melvinon  Sept.  30. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
A  heavy  "plump"  of  rain  on  Sept.  29  put  the 
Mourne  into  better  order  for  salmon  flshing.  Since 
last  report  the  following  takes  were  effected  :— 
Sept.  23,  Mr.  Dunn,  one ;  Mr.  Little,  one ;  Mr. 
Moncrief?,  one.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  Little,  one  ;  Mr. 
Charles  M'lvor,  two  ;  Mr.  M'Pherson,  one.  On  the 
25th,  Mr.  Dunne,  one ;  Captain  Williams,  one  ;  Mr. 
M'lvor,  one;  Mr.  Holbrooke,  one.  On  the  26th, 
Mr.  Christy,  one ;  Mr.  M'Pherson,  one  ;  Mr.  Mon- 
crieff,  two.  On  the  28th,  Major  Massey,  three, 
largest,  7Jlb.,  and  biggest  catch  of  the  week;  Mr. 
Moncrieff,  two  ;  Mr.  M'Pherson,  one  ;  Mr.  Holbrooke, 
one.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  10,  the  season  closes  on 
theMourne,  Strule,  Glenelly,  Owenkillew,  Derg,  Finn, 
Burn,  Dennet,  etc.  So  far  as  salmon  fishing  is  con- 
cerned it  was  one  of  the  best  for  several  vears  — 
J.  A.  B.  ^  ' 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).  —  Very  stormy  weather  prevailed  here 
during  the  week.  Some  trout  were  taken  on  the 
loughs,  largest  71b.,  also  some  jack,  largest  191b. 
Some  good  rough  shooting  was  got  down  the  estuary 
of  the  river  by  Mr.  Goff  and  Mr.  Pendleton. — Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Weather  fine  but 
windy.  Water  in  first-class  order.  Some  anglers 
arriving  on  Thursday,  Oct.  1,  and  we  expect  they 
will  have  good  sport. — John  Eneight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Loug'h  Derg  (Killaloe). — It  has 
been  blowing  "  big  guns  "  all  the  week ;  very  little 
fishing  could  be  attempted  on  lake  or  river  in 
consequence.  For  all  the  storm,  however,  two  very 
fine  salmon  were  taken,  one  391b.  and  the  other 
371b.  The  former  fell  to  the  rod  of  an  English 
visitor  (Mr.  G.  P.  Foljambe),  and  measured  50in. 
in  length  and  28in.  in  girth,  and  one  of  91b.  on  the 
previous  day.  He  was  attended  by  Henry  Johnson. 
My  reach  is  still  unlet  for  October,  and  it  is  a  grand 
chance  for  two  or  three  rods  who  would  like  to  get 
a  few  rattling  big  fish.  The  lake  was  too  perturbed 
to  do  any  piking  of  any  account.  Mr.  Edgar  and 
his  brother  (Old  Trafford)  got  a  few  pike,  largest 
81b.— S.  J.  Hurley. 


SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux.— Sept.  27. — The  trout  season,  which 
will  close  here  on  Sept.  30,  is  likely  to  end  with  the 
lovely  weather  of  an  "  Indian  summer."  It  ha^  not 
been  marked  by  any  red-letter  days  of  sport,  still 
has  afforded  many  an  enjoyable  outing,  and  more 
fish  above  the  ordinary  size  than  usual  have  been 
seen  and  taken,  particularly  towards  the  close, 
though  I  have  only  heard  of  a  few  trout  being 
caught  in  the  past  week.  It  was  feared  that  the 
season  would  have  been  worse  than  it  has  proved, 
after  the  devastation  caused  by  the  floods  last 
year,  but  it  is  possible  that  strangers  from  the 
Rh  one  and  other  waters  may  have  found  their  way 
to  new  residences,  and  if  these  can  hold  their  own 
against  the  larger  numbers  of  coarse  fish  observed 
the  prospects  for  next  season  may  turn  out  even 
better  than  if  there  had  been  no  iaundation. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brig-hton.— On  Sept.  26  some  thirty  or  forty 
boats  of  boat  anglers  were  off  over  various  grounds 
— five  off  Black  Rock,  Sussex  Square,  and  hospital 
ground,  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  boats  ofi  to  the 
south-east  of  the  Palace  Pier — after  silver  whiting, 
etc. — and  a  small  steam  yacht,  with  trawl  net  out, 
since  which  we  have  had  rather  choppy  seas. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch.— Eight  members  of  the 
Silver  Trout  A.S.  were  down  here  on  Sept.  27, 
fishing  with  Cooper  in  the  Creeksea  ferry  hole,  and 
had  fairly  good  sport  with  whiting,  pout,  and  eels ; 
several  other  anglers  out  in  small  boats  caught  a 
few  whiting  and  eels.  Mr.  Harry  Trussell,  on 
Monday  (Sept.  28),  fishing  the  White  House  Hole 
in  the  river  Roach,  had  a  good  take  of  pouting,  the 
best  of  the  season.  A  lady  and  gentleman  fishing 
the  Crouch,  in  the  Fleet  hole,  caught  about  four 
score  whiting.  The  fish  do  not  run  very  large  yet, 
but  we  may  expect  much  larger  ones  the  end  of 
next  week.  The  tides  will  not  be  suitable  for  rod 
and  line  angling  this  week-end,  as  the  water  will  be 
too  thick  and  a  strong  stream  running. — J.  Wright. 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  all  that  one  requires 
lately  for  fishing  after  the  stormy  weather,  and 
decent  takes  have  been  landed.  On  Sept.  26  Mr. 
H.  Wood  and  the  Doctor  took  seventy  whiting  and 
fifty  pouting  from  the  bag ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cawley, 
Miss  Du  Maresqu,  and  G.  Read  Clarke  seventy 
whiting ;  Messrs.  Hills,  Master,  and  Mr.  Summers 
had  three  days  enjoyable  sport.  To-day  (Sept.  30) 
fine  water,  rather  clear,  some  decent  takes  of  good 
codling,  whiting  and  other  fish.  Tides  suit  well  for 
week  end  and  part  of  next  week,  and  with  favour- 
able weather  in  all  probability  there  will  be  sport. — 
Edwd.  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.) 

  (the  Pier).  —  Recent  pier  catches  have 

proved  nothing  like  as  good  as  was  generally 
anticipated,  though  evidences  are  not  wanting  that 
fish  of  various  kinds  are  in  the  locality,  the  past 
week  having  yielded  pollack,  codling,  dogfish, 
conger  and  silver  eels,  plaice,  dabs,  pouting,  and 
wrasse,  though  all  in  very  indifferent  numbers. 
Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke,  Mr.  Philp,  and  Mr.  Glen  have  had 
but  meagre  success  among  the  pollack,  though  some 
good  fish  up  to  31b.  in  weight  were  includedin  their 
catches.  On  Sept.  24,  25,  and  26  the  principal 
catches  consisted  of  small  pouting,  but  matters 
improved  somewhat  on  Sept.  27,  when  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hutchings  made  a  fair  mixed  bag,  including  a 
fine  plaice  and  a  lobster;  Mv.  Treacher,  a  heavy 
catch  of  codling  and  dogfish  ;  Mr.  Manico  a  few 
pout  and  a  small  cod  of  5^1b.  ;  and  Mr.  Glen 
a  small  mixed  bag.  On  Monday  (Sept.  28) 
Messrs.  Chapman,  Newcombe,  Whitehead,  Marsden- 
Smith,  and  Denning,  did  but  little,  but  Mr.  Brad- 
shaw  included  a  3Jlb.  codling  in  his  day's  catch  , 
Mr.  Purkiss,  one  of  3Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  H.  D.  Cheshire, 
a  lobster  of  4Jlb.  Fresh  arrivals  on  Sept.  29  included 
Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Eaton,  but  the  water 
had  settled  down  to  a  high  degree  of  clearness,  and 
sport  was  exceptionally  poor,  though  a  few  plaice 
and  a  large  silver  eel  came  to  hand,  together  with  a 
few  fine  pollack  which  were  nearly  all  taken  by  Mr. 
G.  R.  Clarke  upon  rock  worms.  Mr.  Goldsmith's 
7Jlb.  cod,  on  Sept.  30,  was  the  heaviest  fish  landed 
on  the  pier  this  year,  and  Mr.  Northfield  had  a 
splendid  21b.  plaice  on  the  same  day.  Mr.  Goldsmith 
afterwards  took  two  nice  codlings  of  41b.  and  3ib., 
respectively. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall).  —  Boat  angling  has  been 
rather  disappointing  work  during  the  past  week  or 
two.  Catches  of  whiting  and  pollack  only  small. 
— H. 

Lowestoft. — Sport  has  been  moderate  during  the 
past  week,  Mr.  A.  Haws  and  friend,  fishing  in  the 
roadstead  on  Sept.  25,  had  seventy  whiting  and 
just  missed  a  nice  codling.  The  same  gentleman 
succeeded  in  landing  a  splendid  cod  of  121b.  on 
Sept.  29.  On  Sept.  30  a  nice  codling  of  51b,  was 
taken  on  the  Claremont  Pier  by  Mr.  Cross,  and 
another  of  small  size  by  a  laHy  angler.    Mr.  Sand- 
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bach  also  caught  a  sole  of  a  little  over  lib.  The 
■whiting  are  of  only  moderate  size  as  yet.  It  is 
hoped  that  good  catches  will  be  recorded  at  the 
first  prize  competition  of  the  Lowestoft  Angling 
Society.— H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — Pier  anglerH  continue  to  have  good 
sport,  iind  boat  anglers  with  mackerel.  Drift  fish- 
ing for  mackerel  good,  and  large  takes  are  being 
made  of  pilchard  by  seine  fishing.  A  grand  sight 
to  day  (Sept.  26),  many  boatloads  of  pilchard 
landed. — H. 

 Strong  south-west  wind  prevailing  all  the 

week,  and  conditions  for  fishing  most  unpleasant. 
On  Wednesday  (Sept.  23)  some  boats  went  out,  but 
the  weather  looked  bad  and  they  came  back  without 
bringing  up.  Mr.  Jubb,  however,  went  out  to  try 
for  conger  that  night,  but  only  caught  two 
small  ones.  Thursday  (Sept.  24.)— Rather  better 
weather.  Mr.  Jubb  caught  twenty  large  whiting, 
two  gurnard,  one  pollack,  and  thirty  chad.  On 
Friday  (Sept.  25)  Mr.  Jeffrey  and  self  had  twelve 
whiting,  three  gurnard,  one  conger,  thirty  chad,  one 
pollack;  Mr.  Jubb  and  party,  four  whiting,  six 
bream,  six  pollack,  one  gurnard,  one  crawfish  (51b.), 
one  conger,  one  mackerel,  one  scad,  five  dogfish, 
twelve  chad.  On  Saturday  (Sept.  25),  Messrs.  Bates, 
Minchin  and  Wheeler,  B.S.A.S.,  had  twenty  bream, 
two  gurnard,  two  dogfish,  six  wrasse,  and  two  small 
conger.  The  sea  was  too  rough  to  get  on  the  outer 
grounds,  and  they  were  glad  to  get  back  to  harbour 
quite  early.  No  boats  out  so  far  this  week.  Pier 
fishing — some  good  sport  with  mackerel  at  Newlyn, 
and  with  pollack  here. — J.  H.  Rowe,  B.S.A.S. 

Plymontli. — Weather  still  treacherous,  which 
puts  a  stop  to  the  fishing  more  or  less — I  mean  for 
the  amateurs  more  especially.  Mackerel  are  still 
with  us,  but  not  in  such  large  numbers,  and  are 
being  caught  more  at  the  bottom.  The  skate  family 
are  all  in  good  condition  now  and  remain  so  through- 
out the  year.  Haddock  and  coalfish  also  are  in 
perfection.  At  the  end  of  the  month  cod  are  first 
in  season,  having  been  lean  and  poor  throughout 
the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  Tamlin  cod  or  tom- 
cod  is  the  young  of  the  cod.  and  when  about  a  foot 
long  is  a  very  dainty  dish,  and  good  to  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month 
includes  plaice,  sole,  flounder,  dab,  halibut,  turbot, 
brill,  marysole,  mackerel,  dory,  surmullet,  conger, 
salmon,  wrasse,  generally  tub.  piper,  red  gurnard, 
whiting,  pollack,  cod,  haddock,  codfish,  hake, 
homelyn,  ray,  launce,  pilchard,  sprat,  herring, 
twaite,  shad,  anchovy,  mullet,  atherine,  smelt,  and 
all  shell  fish, — William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Samsg'ate. — Fishing  has  been  good  during  the 
week.  Up  till  Saturday  few  whiting  had  been 
taken,  but  on  Sept.  27  they  suddenly  became 
plentiful ;  many  boats  were  out,  and  all  had  from 
two  score  up  to  eight  score,  which  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  Howell.  This  was  the  best  catch  of  the 
day.  Some  bass  have  been  taken  from  the  Iron 
Pier  and  the  Marina,  also  a  few  nice  flat  fish.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  week  boats  fishing  in  the  bay 
have  had  nice  strings  of  dabs,  with  some  large 
plaice,  some  going  over  3lb9.— Gbey  Mullet. 

Scarborough. — Both  pier  and  boat  anglers  are 
having  good  sport.  Silver  whiting  are  very  abun- 
dant in  the  bay,  and  the  mackerel  have  not  yet 
(Sept.  28)  left  us.  Codling  are  also  abundant  over 
the  rocks.  About  three  hundred  Scotch  herring 
boats  are  here — so  the  bay  and  harbour  are  well 
ground-baited  with  refuse  fish. — H. 

Walmer. — Although  there  was  every  indication 
of  fine  weather  for  the  week-end,  Sept.  27  turned 
out  wet  and  disappointing.  With  this  exception 
there  has  been  little  to  complain  of,  but  stirred 
thereto  .by  a  fresh  southerly  breeze,  the  sea  has 
occasionally  been  quite  choppy  enough  for  many  of 
the  anglers  who  are  unaccustomed  to  its  vagaries. 
On  the  whole  sport  has  been  fair  to  good.  The 
sprats  are  only  now  reaching  this  place. 
They  have  been  in  the  bay  further  north  for 
nearly  a  week,  and  we  are  looking  forward 
to  a  share  of  the  fine  sport  which  has  fallen 
during  the  last  few  days  to  our  angling  neighbours 
at  Deal  and  Ramagate.  Some  excellent  takes  of 
codling,  however,  have  rewarded  those  angling  off 
Walmer.  Amongst  others,  my  younger  daughter, 
Marjorie,  fishing  with  her  mother  and  Mrs.  Philp 
took  some  fine  fish,  and  there  are  many  others.  So 
far  as  can  be  judged  at  this  distance,  week-end 
prospects  are  most  excellent :  the  tides  will  suit 
admirably,  the  water  is  in  good  condition  and  the 
sea  smooth  ;  the  only  doubtful  factor  is  the  weather, 
and  even  that  promises  well,  and  there  can  be  very 
little  doubt  about  sport — that  is  practically  assured. 
Will  angling  correspondents  please  note  that  for 
the  winter  fishing  season  my  address  will  be  Dudlev 
House. — Chaeles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.),  Pier  Parade, 
Deal. 


American  Books.— A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- lane,  London. 


PFovineial  flngling  Notes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society 
of  Kidderminster  have  lately  had  some  good  sport 
on  the  Severn  near  Highley.  About  twenty  members 
of  the  above  named  society  fished  a  contest  last  week 
when  they  met  with  some  extraordinary  sport.  The 
contest  was  of  a  longer  duration  than  those  fished  by 
the  members  of  the  Birmingham  Association,  and 
the  members  were  not  pegged  down,  but  had  a 
roving  commission  between  a  given  distance.  At  the 
weighing  in  the  following  three  members  secured 
the  chief  prizes,  namely :  Mr.  E.  Mounds,  with 
131b.  8oz.  3dr.  ;Mr.  W.  Cooke,  131b.  7oz,  lldr.  ; 
and  Mr.  R.  Broadfield,  with  12lb.  9oz.  15dr.  The 
total  catch  of  the  competitors  weighed  1121b. 
6oz.  7dr.  The  Kidderminster  West  End  also  fished 
a  contest  at  Holt,  but  they  did  not  do  so  well  as 
the  Good  Intent  members,  as  the  first-prite 
winner,  Mr.  E.  Smith,  only  succeeded  in  taking 
31b.  12  ^z.  All  the  fish  taken  were  secured  by 
the  aid  of  the  maggot  and  white  bread  paste. 
Roach  and  dace  fishing  on  the  Severn  is  now 
at  its  very  best,  the  river  being  in  grand  con- 
dition. Chub  fishing  will  commence  now,  and 
the  blood  and  brains  will  be  found  to  be  the 
most  attractive  bait.  Some  nice  baskets  of  mixed 
fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Trent  during  the 
past  few  days.  The  roach  are  biting  freely  at  the 
maggot,  and  the  grayling  will  also  now  be  found  to 
go  well  for  the  same  bait.  On  the  Avon  things 
have  been  looking  up.  Bream  are  on  the  move 
in  the  Stratford  district  and  down  the  river,  stewed 
wheat  being  the  best  bait.  Pool  fishing  has  been 
good,  and  I  hear  good  accounts  from  Titford  Pool, 
a  youth  last  week  taking  a  pike,  spinning,  which 
weighed  13 Jib.  A  member  of  the  Birmingham 
Heath  Society  had  a  good  catch  from  the  Anker 
last  week,  his  best  fish  being  a  bream  of  4|lb.  The 
Dudley  Association  have  decided  to  restock  the 
Penns  Pool  with  500  perch  and  250  bream.  Canal 
fishing  has  been  good  on  the  Stratford.  Bream 
and  roach  are  on  the  feed. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  weather  has  been  more  unsettled 
this  week  than  last,  a  considerable  amount  of 
angling  has  taken  place.  The  waters  remain  in 
capital  condition,  although  a  trifle  on  the  clear  side. 
Bottom  fishermen  have  had  a  busy  time,  especially 
amongst  perch,  and  those  who  have  fished  the 
Forty -foot  have  accounted  for  some  splendid  speci- 
mens. Mr.  Ernest  Stennett  landed  a  nice  fish  on 
Saturday  (Sept.  26)  which  weighed  21b.  3oz.,  and 
the  writer  had  one  weighing  lib.  5qz.,  in  addition  to 
several  others  varying  from  |lb.  to  lib.  each.  Mr. 
Cartwright,  fishing  with  light  roach  tackle,  landed 
an  eel  weighing  21b.  4oz.  on  Friday  (Sept.  25),  and 
another  one  close  upon  lib.  Three  hundred  and 
thirty-two  competitors  took  part  in  the  annual 
angling  sweepstakes  for  the  "  Joe  Short  "  challenge 
shield  and  medals,  and  £20  in  cash  prizes  given  by 
the  Sheffield  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Society,  on 
Monday  (Sept.  28).  The  competition,  which  took 
place  on  the  Witham  waters  between  Kirkstead 
and  Southrey,  was  for  teams  of  four  and  honor- 
ary rnembers  afflliated  to  the  Sheffield  Anglers' 
Association.  Seventy-three  teams  competed,  in 
addition  to  the  individual  competition.  The  heaviest 
catch  in  the  teams  competition  was  made  by 
Gregory's  Honorary  team  (151b.  3;^oz.),  and  each 
member  received  a  gold  medal  and  shield ;  the 
second  position  was  taken  by  W.  Arnold's  Honorary 
team  (14lb.  4Joz.),  and  silver  medals  with  gold 
centres  were  awarded  to  each  of  the  competitors. 
In  the  individual  contest  the  premier  prize  was 
carried  off  by  Hardy,  a  Lincoln  angler,  who  captured 
61b.  lOoz.,  the  second  prize-taker  was  W.  Knott,  of 
Eckington,  with  61b.  8oz. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  tributary  streams  are  in  fairly 
good  trim,  but  little  has  been  done  in  the  upper 
districts ;  however,  in  the  tidal  waters  at  Leven 
Lock,  Hull  Bridge,  Grovehill  and  Beverley  Beck- 
end  some  nice  catches  of  roach  are  being  made,  also 
odd  bream  of  good  size  ;  and  on  Monday,  Mr,  J. 
Cheeseman  secured  some  very  nice  fish  with  paste 
in  the  lower  waters  at  Cicey.  The  trout  season  is 
now  closed,  and  so  far  as  the  river  Hull  is  concerned 
it  has  been  the  worst  one  here  experienced  for 
several  years,  for,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  big  fish  of  between  31b.  and  41b.  each,  very 
few  have  been  caught.  The  Lincolnshire  waters 
are  fishing  very  well  just  now,  especially  the  river 
Ludd,  while  the  river  appears  to  be  alive  with  fish, 
yet  they  are  only  running  small.  The  West  Hull 
Angling  Association  fished  a  match  at  Austin  Fen 
last  wtek  and  had  some  excellent  sport,  Mr.  Thomas 


Chester  taking  the  first  prize  with  over  121b.  of 
fish,  Mr.  G.  B.  Cheeseman  coming  in  second  with 
over  81b.,  and  Messrs.  W.  Crossland  and  Frank 
Carle  had  also  over  71b.  of  fish  each;  and  lower 
down  the  river  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  on  Sept.  30. 
Messrs.  J.  Cheeseman,  W.  Cheeseman  (Hull),  and  J. 
Guy,  of  Grimsby,  had  some  good  sport  amongst  the 
roach  and  perch,  some  of  the  latter  going  |lb  each. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  new  club  at  Swinton,  the  Farmers'  Arms  A.  S., 
has  made  a  bold  start  by  fishing  a  match  on 
Saturday  last  at  Barton,  and  met  with  no  difficulty 
in  awarding  their  prizes,  Mr.  Duddle  getting  the 
first.  The  Leigh  Railway  A.  S.  fished  their  closing 
match  on  Saturday  last,  and  experienced  no  diffi- 
culty in  awarding  fourteen  prizes,  Mr.  R.  Lowton 
heading  the  list.  Next  Saturday  the  Standard 
Mower  A.  S.  have  arranged  an  open  event  to  take 
place  also  at  Leigh.  The  Broadheath  A.  S.,  at 
Burford  Lane  last  Saturday,  only  had  poor  sport, 
but  all  prizes  were  won,  Mr.  T.  Entwistle  getting  the 
first.  To-day  the  Little  Hulton  A.S.  are  at  Worsley 
fishing  a  final.  On  Sept.  26  there  was  an  open 
match  at  North  wich,  the  gross  weights  were  good,  but 
the  fish  small.  The  winner  had  21b.  5oz.  of  fish. 
One  feature  of  the  match  was  the  success  of  the 
locals  over  experts  from  Wigan  and  Warrington. 
The  Officers'  Match  from  Warrington  was  abandoned 
owing  to  a  small  entry.  Those  who  had  entered 
preferred  not  to  fish  for  the  valuable  prizes  under 
the  circumstances.  To-day  is  the  match  in  aid  of 
the  Warrington  Nursing  Association,  and  they  are 
arranging  for  another  charity  match  on  Oct.  17. 
Liverpool  continues  to  be  an  interesting  angling 
centre,  all  the  leading  associations  being  very  busy. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  spirit  of  unrest  and  change  is  strongly  in 
evidence  amongst  our  city  clubs.  At  no  period  of 
their  former  existence  haa  there  been  so  much  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  season's  contests,  etc.  If 
only  the  rank  and  file  can  be  taught  to  believe  in 
spending  money  on  fishing  instead  of  prizes,  so 
much  the  sooner  shall  we  have  better  sport  to 
record  all  round.  Surely  the  tenets  of  the  C.P.  A.A. 
by  this  time  ought  to  be  bearing  fruit,  for  they 
have  succeeded  on  the  lines  of  liberally  acquiring 
and  stocking  waters.  On  Monday,  Oct.  12,  the 
West  Salford  A.S.  Challenge  Shield  is  to  be 
prsented  by  Colonel  Lees  Knowles,  M.P.,  to  the 
Duchy  A.  S.,  who  are  entitled  to  hold  it  for  the 
coming  year.  An  inter- club  fixture  between  the 
Oppenshaw  Star  A.S.  and  the  O.  B.  and  C.  A.S. 
resulted  in  favour- of  the  O.  B.  and  C.  by  two  fish. 
The  former  wound  up  the  season  at  Marple  on 
September  27.  The  Ellesmere  A.S.  have  just 
elected  a  fresh  executive,  but  Mr.  A.  Toralinson 
is  still  the  hon.  sec.  Rumour  is  busy  with  a 
report  of  fresh  signs  of  activity  amongst  the  Moss 
Side  Socials.  It  would  appear  that  their  leaders  are 
undoubtedly  men  of  great  resource  and  enthusiasm. 
The  Lower  Broughton  A.S.  are  now  a  year  old,  and 
for  a  yearling  full  of  promise,  as,  so  far,  nothing 
but  success  has  attended  them.  The  Lamb  A  S. 
wound  up  the  season  at  Agden  Bridge  last  week 
end  with  plenty  of  sport,  but  only  small  fish.  City 
rods  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  Ballin  is  again  in 
good  trim,  but  only  coarse  fish  must  be  taken  now. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  rose  a  foot  and  a  half  on  Saturday, 
and  since  the  rise  the  weather  has  been  oppressively 
hot,  with  heavy  rain  on  Tuesday.  This,  in  turn, 
has  produced  a  further  change  in  the  stite  of 
the  river.  At  Shardlow  on  Thursday,  Sept.  24, 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Waliis  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks 
brought  off  an  extraordinary  catch  of  chub  and 
barbel  with  chandlers'  greaves.  They  landed 
forty-three  of  the  former  and  twelve  of  the  latter. 
Early  in  the  day  Mr.  Birks  struck  off  at  a  big  fish, 
which,  however,  he  hooked  later  on.  It  was  found 
to  be  a  barbel  with  a  portion  of  the  broken  tackle 
protruding  from  its  mouth.  It  displayed  great 
gameness,  and  was  not  safely  brought  to  the  net 
under  thirty-five  minutes'  play.  It  weighed  81b., 
and  has  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  Arthur  Rodgers, 
taxidermist,  Trent-street,  City,  for  preserva- 
tion. On  Saturday  (Sept.  26),  through  the  extra 
water,  roach  and  dace  seemed  dead  off  the  feed, 
but  on  Monday  (Sept.  28)  the  former  were  caught 
in  a  feeding  humour  on  the  Barton  section,  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Piscatorials  doing  remarkably  well 
at  the  outlet  of  the  Erewash  with  gentles.  A 
Wellington  friend  writing  me  from  the  Hotel 
des  Ardennes,  Diekirch,  says : — "  Well,  as  to 
fishing  you  cannot  buy  a  worm,  or  a  maggot, 
or  anything  but  artificial  baits.  I  got  the 
gardener  at  the  hotel  to  procure  me  a  few  worms. 
He  dug  me  up  twenty,  and  with  these  I  went  barbel 
fishing.  Now,  j  ust  fancy  going  barbelling  in  England 
with  a  score  of  lobs !  On  going  out  I  saw  what  I 
thought  was  a  likely  place.  Result:  First  throw,  a 
fish ;   second  throw,  ditto  ;    third    throw,  ditto. 
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Well,  to  cut  it  short,  with  my  twenty  worms  I 
landed  fourteen  barbel  and  lost  two.  With  my  last 
'lob'  I  caught  a  fish  and  then  had  to  pack  up. 
My  brother-in-law,  who  is  with  me,  took  some  nice 
chub  on  the  fly,  and  a  French  gentleman,  who 
knows  the  river  well,  had  twenty-two  trout  and  six 
grayling." 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  varied  very  much  during  the 
last  week.  The  Upton  Angling  Club  had  another 
contest  in  their  club  water  at  Hanley  Quay,  sport 
not  very  brisk.  W.  Woodward  took  Ist  prize  ;  W. 
Crump,  2nd  ;  W.  Croft,  3rd ;  S.  Price  the  Ruffe 
prize.  The  Kempsey  Angling  Association  had  their 
annual  competition  in  their  Severn  club  water  on 
Saturday  last,  in  beautiful  weather ;  Mr.  H.  Tyler 
(Worcester)  took  1st  prize;  W.  T.  Walton  (Upton- 
on-Severn),  2nd.  The  Evesham  Jubilee  Club  had 
a  contest  in  the  Avon  near  the  town,  F.  Shurmer, 
Ist ;  G.  Whitford,  2nd ;  Mr.  Woodward,  3rd. 
The  Good  Intent  had  another  contest  oij  Sept.  27, 
Mr.  J.  Siers  being  first.  On  Saturday.  Sept.  26, 
the  Arboretum  Club  had  their  third  competi- 
tion, Mr.  J.  Shir  ton  being  first,  and  took  special 
for  heaviest  fish  of  the  season ;  Mr.  Smith  was  second. 
Since,  Mr.  S.  Hooper  had  a  capital  catch  of  twenty- 
seven  fine  roach,  Mr.  Shirton  had  also  a  fine  creel  of 
fish.  On  Sept.  26  Mr.  J.  Thompsen,  "Fountain" 
Club,  caught  over  101b.  fine  roach  at  Defford.  The 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  have 
arranged  a  smoking  concert,  to  take  place  at  the 
Plough  Inn,  Silver-street,  on  Oct.  6,  at  which  the 
prizes  won  in  the  late  Inter- Club  Competition  will 
be  presented  to  the  successful  competitors.  Mr.  C. 
W.  Palmer,  CC,  will  preside. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  lately  has  taken  place  under  varied 
conditions,  but  the  autumn  weather  experienced 
between  the  storms  has  been  very  pleasant,  whilst 
the  streams  are  maintained  at  a  good  level  by  the 
recurring  rains.  On  the  whole  fishing  pastime  has 
been  quieter,  the  busy  week  ending  Sept.  26 
having  witnessed  the  closing  of  a  number  of 
local  club  matches.  One  of  the  last  to  take 
place  was  that  of  the  Wellington  Friendly  Angling 
Society,  the  locale  being  at  Linton-on-Ouse, 
Mr.  J.  Dodd  took  the  first  prize,  and  Sergeant 
Smith  the  second  with  a  jack  taken  with  maggot. 
A  special  for  the  largest  roach  went  to  W.  Hems- 
worth,  Mr.  C.  Lofthouse  being  the  donor.  Sergeant 
Smith  scored  with  the  smallest  fish.  On  Sept.  26 
the  Wheatsheaf  (Yorks)  A.A.  fished  their  second 
match  of  the  season  at  Wheldrake,  G.  Barnett, 
31b.  2Joz.,  heading  the  winners.  Plentiful  catches 
of  roach  and  dace  continue  to  be  made.  There 
appears  to  be  abundance  of  grayling  in  store, 
especially  south  of  Thirsk.  Excellent  bottom  bait 
fisning  has  taken  place  in  the  Wiske,  but  neither 
that  river  nor  the  Codbeck  have  furnished  sport  for 
fly  anglers. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Stormy  and  wet  weather  has  been  generally  expe- 
rienced throughout  the  country  since  last  notes, 
and  laka  fishing  has  been  out  of  the  question  on 
many  days  at  several  places.  River  fishing,  too, 
has  been  generally  difficult  and  unpleasant  on 
several  days.  On  the  Lee,  Blackwater,  Bandon, 
Bride,  and  Hen,  in  the  county  Cork,  salmon 
afforded  good  sport  whenever  the  weather  afforded 
anglers  a  chance,  and  the  back-end  angling  pro- 
mises well  on  all  those  waters.  At  Killarney  and  dis- 
trict salmon  fishing  has  shown  much  improvement, 
and  brown  trout  have  given  fine  sport,  anglers  getting 
from  two  dozen  to  four  dozen  daily.  The  Ulster 
waters  have  fished  fairly  well,  and  sport  has  been 
generally  of  a  good  description  as  far  as  salmon  are 
concerned  on  the  principal  stations  on  the  Shannon 
Sea  angling  continues  suspended  everywhere,  and 
at  many  stations  it  will  not  be  resumed  in  all 
probability  this  year.  Weather  very  rainy  and 
stormy  in  the  south  at  time  of  writing. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglebs'  Association. 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
(Oct.  5),  at  8.30  p.m.— R.  G.  WooD.iUi'i'. 

British  Sea  Anglebs'  Society. 

The  Society's  honorary  curator  and  librarian,  and 
one  of  its  most  persistent  anglers,  was  certainly  a 
bold  man  when  on  Wednesday  last  he  asked 
his  fellow  members,  and  that  seriously,  "Is  sea 
angling  a  sport  ? "  and  wrote  a  paper  to  answer 
his  own  question.  Dr.  Patterson  led  off  with  a 
masterly  definition  of  what  real  sport  was,  and 
had  to  go  outside  the  dictionaries  to  obtain  it. 
That  it  must  be  a  pastime  was  essential  that  it 
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must  be  a  cessation  from  or  change  of  labour, 
prosecuted  in  a  legitimate  manner  and  with  skill. 
Difficulties  there  must  be,  for  they  are  only  over- 
come by  skill ;  uncertainty  must  exist ;  remove 
that,  and  there  can  be  no  diversion,  otherwise  skill 
always  ends  in  killing  sport.  Under  all  these  heads 
it  was  pointed  out  that  sea  angling  filled  them,  the 
claim  being  made,  better  than  most  other  sports. 
Personal  risk  was  run  in  a  boat  at  sea  in  a  sense 
that  no  fresh  water  angler  ran.  Alluding  to  the 
very  recent  evolution  of  the  sport  from  the  old 
hand  line  and  chopsticks,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
the  transfer  of»  rod  and  fine  tackle  was  made  by 
members  of  the  old  school  of  fresh  water  anglers 
(some  of  them  present  at  the  meeting),  for  the 
vast  increase  of  anglers  left  them  no  room  on 
shore,  and  literally  drove  them  out  to  sea — the 
free  fishing  ground  of  the  nation — no  riparian 
rights,  where  the  sportsman  was  free  to  do  unre- 
strained anything  that  a  sportsman  might  do.  But 
the  Doctor  contended  "Noblesse oblige"  interpreted 
as— use  no  trot  lines,  no  careless  or  wanton  cruelty ; 
work  light  rods  and  fine  tackle ;  care  nothing  for 
your  gross  weight  of  fish,  but  seek  and  take  specimen 
fish  of  a  fighting  order ;  and  finally,  don't  use  barge 
poles,  and  all  these  excellent  definitions  were  added 
to  by  Messrs.  A.  W.  Parker,  Gordon,  John  Handley 
Glassington  Mignot,  Fisk,  Zaehnsdorf,  Mallett, 
Donbavand,  Howard,  Tucker,  Summers  and  others, 
each  with  an  independent  view  of  the  question,  but 
all  charmingly  unanimous  in  their  reply  :  "  Yes," 
it  is."  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  and  to 
Mr.  John  Jago,  the  chairman  of  the  evening,  were 
cordially  passed  by  a  crowded  meeting  of  pleased 
members.  Reports  from  some  twenty  of  the 
stations,  and  personal  reports  of  Messrs.  Mallett 
and  Basten,  at  Ballycotton  ;  Gordon,  at  Deal ; 
Glassington,  at  Hastings ;  Graham,  at  Dover. 
Generally,  the  fishing  had  been  good,  the  mackerel 
were  disappearing  and  codling  coming  in.  The 
appearance  of  the  sprat  was  looked  for,  the  cod  to 
follow.  Wednesday,  Oct.  7,  will  be  a  social  night. 
Music,  and  the  Sarcelle  cup  and  medals  for  the 
1902-3  specimen  fish  competition  will  ba  presented 
to  the  winners  by  Mr.  W.  Senior,  of  the  Field. — 
Hon.  Repoeteb. 

CENTBAi  Association  or  London  Angling  Clubs. 

The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take 
place  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane, 
Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  on  Monday  next,  Oct.  6, 
at  9.0  p.m. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 

Notwithstanding  drenching  weather  the  meeting 
at  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last  was 
fairly  well  attended,  Mr.  C.  Salisbury  taking  the 
chair.  Fishing  reports  were  made  as  follows  : — Mr. 
Beamont,  a  dozen  good  perch  from  the  Lea ;  Mr. 

E.  H.  Higgs,  roach  Irom  the  same  water,  the  latter 
gentleman  also  recording  a  fine  golden  bream  of 
41b.  3oz.  from  Rickmansworth  ;  Mr.  Fosbrooke  had 
a  varied  catch  from  the  Mole,  bream,  roach,  dace, 
and_  gudgeon,  none  of  large  size.  There  wasjalso  a 
report  from  the  "far  Caucasus,"  Mr.  E.  B.  Lockhart 
notifying  a  recent  catch  of  small  trout  in  this  dis- 
tant region.  Dr.  Ladell  handed  over  to  the  society  a 
fine  large-sized  oil  painting  of  the  rare  opah,  recently 
exhibited  at  the  society's  rooms.  The  picture  was 
greatly  admired  for  its  artistic  excellence  and  fidelity 
to  nature.  Dr.  Ladell  was  expressly  thanked,  and 
commissioned  to  convey  to  Miss  Ladell  (the  artist) 
the  thanks  and  congratulations  of  the  society  on  the 
success  she  had  achieved.  Respecting  the  outing, 
the  silver  medal  was  not  taken.  It  was  notified  that 
a  "social  supper"  (the  fourth)  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  20,  ladies  being  invited.  As  only  a 
limited  number  of  tickets  can  be  issued,  early 
application  by  those  wishing  to  attend  will  be 
necessary.  The  usual  C.L.P.B.  toast  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the 
proceedings. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  on  Sept.  29,  the  meeting, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  Zerfass,  was  a  very  small  one, 
but  in  spite  of  this  a  large  amount  of  business  was 
got  through.  The  dinner  at  Chesham,  to  mark  the 
closing  of  the  trout  season  for  1903,  was  a  vary 
enjoyable  function,  a  good  number  of  the  fly  fisheia 
being  present.  A  very  nice  brace  of  trout  graced  the 
board,  one  of  llb.l2oz.,  caught  by  Mr.W.  P.  Salmond, 
the  other,  lib.  9oz.,wa8  taken  by  Mr.  Atkins,  avisitor. 
Arrangements  are  now  being  made  which  will  largely 
enhance  the  value  of  this  well  stocked  fishery.  Mr. 

F.  C.  Buckingham  and  Mr.  Gill  are  successful  anglers 
this  week,  the  former  having  had  capital  sport  on  a 
stretch  of  public  water,  and  Mr.  Gill  taking  seven 
roach  at  Kelvedon  weighing  81b.  Pike  anglers  are 
particularly  requested  to  note  in  this  montn's  pro- 
gramme an  outing  to  Kelvedon  for  the  purpose  of 
thinning  out  the  jack  which  abound  in  such 
numbers. — F.  E.  Eldbed,  tion.  sec. 
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HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Piercey  occupied  the  chair  at  our  weekly 
meeting.  Arrangements  were  made  for  weekly 
telegrams  from  our  club  waters  during  the  winter. 
Mr.  T.  Shaw  had  a  grand  show  of  201b.  of  roach 
from  our  Thatcham  fishery,  two  best  fish,  lib.  12oz. 
and  lib.  lloz.  Mr.  Potter  had  some  good  fish 
from  our  Barford  water,  pike  up  to  71b.  and  several 
perch  over  lib.  Mr.  G.  Parsons  had  some  roach 
trom  the  Lea,  but  no  specimens.  Messrs.  Rayner 
and  Spencer  had  some  perch  and  roach  from  brox- 
bourne,  but  the  weather  was  unfavourable  for 
serious  fishing,  and  they  had  to  be  content  with 
small  takes.  Mr.  Jagels  had  some  good  roach  from 
Ringwood,  largest  fish,  lib.  9oz.  — G.  K. 

Piscatobial  Society. 
The  vice-president  of  the  society,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  presided  over  Monday's  meeting,  and 
reports  of  excellent  sport  were  given  in  by  members 
present.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley  exhibited  a  brace 
of  nice  chub  from  the  Avon,  weighing  71b.  IJoz., 
part  of  a  catch  of  seventeen  fish  in  two  days.  The 
bait  was  cheese.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson,  at  Ux- 
bridge,  made  a  bag  of  301b.  of  roach  in  one  day, 
the  best  fish  going  lib.  3oz  ,  and  several  weighing 
lib.  apiece.  Mr.  Geo.  Smith  had  a  smaller  take 
on  the  same  water,  bread  crust,  tiny  cubes,  was 
the  killing  lure.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  also  roach 
and  dace  on  the  Colne  up  to  lib.  to  the  same  bait. 
Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  creeled  several  roach  on 
the  fly,  a  small  "  bee,"  at  Uxbridge  ;  and  Mr.  H. 
Brown  killed  amongst  others  a  fine  grayling  of 
lib.  lOozs  on  the  Itchen,  as  also  a  brace  of  trout. 
Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell  had  fair  sport  on  the  same 
river  getting  grayling  and  trout  on  several  occasions. 
He  had  also  a  grayling  of  close  upon  lib.  8oz.  on 
the  Lam  bourn.  Other  members  who  had  been  to 
the  Lambourn  found  the  grayling  almost  uncatch- 
able.  They  rose  well,  but  except  an  odd  fish  now 
and  again,  taken  after  incessant  casting,  the 
"  Timmies "  would  not  look  at  any  artificial  fly. 
Mr.  Sheringham  had  a  few  brace  in  a  holiday  expe- 
dition with  several  brace  of  trout — one  fish  he  took 
in  the  Moor  Stream  on  a  Wickham  went  21b.  Mr. 
R.  S.  Fennings,  the  respected  President,  sent  for  the 
library  a  copy  of  his  second  volume  of  poems,  and 
sincere  thanks  were  accorded  him  for  the  most 
appropriate  addition  to  the  Society's  large  collec- 
tion of  books. — Hon.  Sec. 


DBSTEUCTION  OF  TROUT  AT 
HADDINGTON. 


Thebe  have  long  been  well-gi'ounded  suspicions 
that  a  large  number  of  fish  were  being  regularly 
lifted  from  the  river  Tyne  between  Haddington 
and  East  Linton  by  what  is  known  as  "  working 
the  sluices."  This  consists  in  allowing  the  water 
to  run  through  the  sluices  for  some  length  of  time, 
and  when  they  are  shut  down  the  fish  are  found  help- 
less in  the  dry  run,  or  else  it  is  a  simple  matter  to  kill 
them  in  the  shallow  pools  beneath.  Convic 
tions,  however,  are  difficiilt  to  obtain,  as  the  pohoe 
have  not  been  effectively  supported  by  the  anglers 
who  fish  the  water,  and  to  whose  interest  it  is  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  illegal  practice.  These  outrages 
against  sporting  feeling  are  all  the  more  obnoxious 
at  the  present  time  when  the  trout  are  making  up 
the  river  to  spawn. 

Previous  to  a  couple  of  months  ago  there  were 
well-authenticated  instances  of  fish  being  slaugh- 
tered in  a  most  cruel  fasliion  below  the  sluice-gate 
at  the  south-west  end  of  the  Bermaline  Mill  weir  at 
Haddington.  This  sluice  is  open  during  the  week- 
ends, and  thus  allows  the  main  channel  of  the  river, 
which  is  partially  dry  the  rest  of  the  week,  being 
cleaned  out.  The  trout  come  up  the  splendid 
stream  thus  formed,  and  when  the  sluice-gate  is  let 
down  on  Monday  mornings  (ths  water  being  diverted 
down  the  mill  dam)  large  numbers  of  trout  are  left 
in  the  pool  below,  where  they  have  been  easily 
kiUed. 

Since  the  poUce  ascertained  what  was  happening, 
they  have  been  most  assiduous  in  their  endeavours 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice,  and  in  this  they  have 
had  the  support  of  the  propirietors  of  the  mills.  A 
repetition  of  the  offence  was,  however,  successfully 
cai'ried  out  this  week.  Dozens  of  trout  were 
removed,  and  it  is  stated  that  carbohc  was  put  in 
the  water  to  stupefy  the  fish.  When  the  pohce 
arrived,  by  their  instructions  and  efforts  the  trout 
which  remained  aUve  in  the  pool  were  transferred 
into  fresh  water,  but  many  fish  were  found  dead, 
and  were  tossed  on  the  bank.  There  is  an  angUng 
association  in  East  Lothian,  with  its  headquarters 
in  Haddington,  and  as  one  of  its  principal  objects  is 
the  preservation  of  trout,  it  would  seem  as  if  this 
were  a  suitable  occasion  for  looking  after  the  inte- 
rests of  its  members  and  supporting  the  poUce  in 
obtaining  a  conviction. — Edinburgh  Evening  Dis- 
patch. 
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"A  home  without  a  woman  is  like  a  hearth  without 
a  fire." — X. 


Sea  anglers  will  on  Oct.  17,  18  and  19  turn  their 
faces  to  Brighton  and  Hove  where,  to  quote 
Kipling's  last  poem — 

"  Leaps  ashore  the  full  sou' west 
All  heavy  winged  with  brine." 
On  the  days  I  have  mentioned  there  will  be  a 
great  sea  angling  festival  competition  from  boats 
and  piers,  open  to  all  comers.  Challenge  cups, 
medals,  and  other  prizes  The  joint  sees.,  G.  G. 
Doughty  and  H.  H,  Richardson,  Chatfield's  Hotel, 
Brighton,  will  send  full  particulars. 


Every  sea  aneler  has  by  this  time  grasped  the 
fact  that  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  Sea 
Angling  Festival  on  Oct.  24,  25,  and  26  will  be  a 
big  affair.  There  will  be  three  distinct  competitions 
— from  boats  and  from  Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's 
piers.  I  fully  expect  that  there  will  be  plenty  of 
good  trying  for  "  the  South  of  England  Sea  Angling 
Championship  Trophy  "  and  for  "  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Challenge  Cup."  Unattached  anglers 
can  also  compete  for  good  prizes. 

♦  ♦  »  •  • 

Needless  to  say  every  arrangement  will  be  made 
for  the  comfort  of  visitors.  All  particulars  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Hon.  Sees.  Messrs,  A.  A.  Bartram 
and  H.  Dowsett,  10,  York  Buildings,  Hastings,  who, 
needless  to  say,  are  working  hard  for  the  success  of 
the  affair — and  will  succeed.  The  boatmen  will  not 
be  forgotten,  and  a  substantial  sum  will  be  set  aside 
for  their  benefit.  I  don't  know  what  the  amount 
will  be,  but  if  it  reaches  millions  they  will  well 
deserve  it. 

***** 
By  special  arrangements  with  both  Companies 
the  hon.  sees,  are  enabled  to  furnish  competitors 
with  a  voucher,  upon  surrender  of  which  at  the 
booking  offices  at  any  of  the  stations  of  either  com- 
pany, return  tickets,  first,  second,  or  third  class,  at 
a  fare  and  a  quarter  the  return  journey  (minimum 
fare  Is. )  will  be  issued,  available  to  return  by  any 
train  not  later  than  Tuesday,  Oct.  27.  Competitors 
who  wish  to  return  home,  and  fish  again  on  the 
second  or  third  day,  must  obtain  freah  vouchers 
from  the  hon.  sees. 


"  The  Holloway  Angling  Society  "  has  been  sue 
cessfully  floated,  the  inaugural  meeting  having  been 
most  enthusiastic.  The  Station  Hotel,  Holloway 
Road,  will  be  a  mecca  for  North  London  anglers, 
for  the  new  society  will  be  a  live  one,  with  a  good 
membership  and  prize  list.  Mr.  Fred  Mansell  pre- 
sided at  the  first  meeting  and  had  splendid  support. 


A  LEG  of  mutton — this  will  be  one  of  over  fifty 
prizes  promised  for  the  big  event  of  Oct.  11,  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  SoQiety  Competition.  I  expect 
many  will  be  after  that  piece  of  sheep,  for  the 
G.  W.  Ry.  are  giving  special  facilities.  The  head- 
quarters will  be  the  George  Hotel,  Eton  ;  Host, 
Mr.  Daniel  Bushell,  late  of  St.  John's  Tavern, 
Junction  Road,  Upper  Holloway.  I  wish  Ben 
Abrahams  all  the  success  his  enterprise  deserves. 


Sea  fishing  is  sport!  So  the  B.S.A.S.  declared 
on  Wednesday  night,  in  answer  to  the  question, 
humorously  asked  by  Dr.  Patterson.  I  knew  it  was 
sport  before,  but  I  am  glad  the  question  was  asked, 
for  it  led  to  a  crowded  room,  a  splendid  discussion, 
and  an  altogether  memorable  evening. 


My  old  friend  and  brother  Lychnobite,  Mr.  A. 
Wrigglesworth,  sends  me  the  following: — "Dear 
Drag, — Mr.  Collinsonsendsmea  splendid  pike,  caught 
in  the  waters  at  St.  Ives,  rented  by  the  St.  Ives 
Angling  Association.  It  is  a  beautiful  fish — length, 
38in.  ;  girth,  21in.  ;  weight,  141b.  4oz.  full.  I  think 
anglers  might  do  worse  than  subscribe  to  the  above 
society.  The  fee  is  only  2s.  6d.,  and  I  can  assure 
you  it  is  2s.  6d.  well  spent.  I  wish  the  St.  Ives 
Angling  Society  every  success,  and  may  it  be 
fortunate  enough  to  have  Mr.  Collinson  many  years 
their  able  secretary."    And  so  say  all  of  us  ! 


A  WEEK  ago  there  was  much  talk  about  poaching 
crayfish,  now  there  is  something  about  reaching 
crayfish.  R.  C.  tells  me  of  the  capture  of  a  fine 
roach  of  about  lib.  7oz.  A  crayfish,  measuring 
nearly  two  inches,  fully  developed,  was  found  in  the 
fish's  stomach.    How  did  it  ^et  there  ? 


There  were  roars  of  laughter,  says  Mr.  J.  E. 
Miller,  in  the  Greta  Bridge  Court  during  one  of  the 
prosecutions  instituted  by  the  Tees  Fishery  Board 
for  offences  against  the  Salmon  Fishery  Laws,  when 
P.C.  Gamble,  who  had  suspected  the  wife  of 
an  operative  at  Grasholme  Waterworks,  named 
Williams,  of  having  a  big  salmon  concealed  under 
her  shawl,  had  his  mind  relieved  when  the  removal 
of  her  garment  disclosed  the  presence  of  a  fine  boy. 
good  enough  to  win  a  prize  at  a  baby  show.  You 
can  gamble  Mrs.  Williams  gave  that  "  bobby  "  a  bit 
of  her  mind. 


Mr.  W.  F.  Booth,  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Society,  writes  :  "  The  following  struck  me  as  being 
at  any  rate  unusual.  A  friend  of  mine  set  an  eel- 
trimmer  baited  with  a  6in.  dead  roach,  and  in  the 
morning  found  a  41b.  chub  swimming  about  with 
the  hook  in  his  gullet." 

Lighting  up  time  (Oct.  3).— When  it  gets  dark. 

Michaelmas  Day  (Quarter  Day),  Sept.  29.  This 
happened  on  Tuesday.  I  only  thought  it  might 
interest  one  or  two  readers  ;  if  not,  tell  'em  to  call 
again. 


TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN. 

The  Pothunter. 

Oh  !   let   me   fish  the   river  where  the  rippling 
ripplets  rip. 

And  the  keepers  resolutely  refuse  to  take  a  tip, 
Where  mosquitoes,  fiies,   and  gnats  were  never 

known  to  bite. 
And    the  fish  are  always  landed  without  the 

essence  of  a  fight. 

Oh  !  hie  me  to  the  lake  or  mere  where  plenty  fish 
abound. 

Where  the  smallest  of  the  pike  or  jack  weighs 

five  and  twenty  pound. 
Perch  must  be  unlimited,  and  roach,  bream,  carp, 

and  rudd. 

And  the  bottom  must  be  sandy  and  free  from 
weed  and  mud. 

Oh  !  tell  me  of  a  Scottish  loch  where  fishing  must 
be  free. 

Fed  by  a  rumbling  river  and  connected  with  the 

sea 

Where  the  hotel  bill  for  bed  and  board  just  runs 

per  week  a  pound 
And  the  boat  and  man  and  tackle  free  of  charges 

will  be  found. 

As  in  one's  look  for  thoughts  men  judge,  and  in 

it  we  can  trace. 
He  eyes  the  expectant  keeper  with  a  stony  brazen 

face, 

And  for  the  week's  attention  he  "  gets  his  hand 
well  down," 

And  handsomely  rewards  the  man  with  only  half 
a  crown.  L.  M.  B. 


The  Tower  A.S..  Crown  and  Seven  Stars,  Royal 
Mint-street,  E.,  will  hold  their  first  annual  dinner 
on  Monday,  Oct.  19,  when  the  president,  Mr.  D.  H. 
Kyd,  has  consented  to  take  the  chair. 


"  Go  to  the  ant,  thou — angler."  Wake  up ! 
Don't  flag  !  A  certain  Dr.  Flagg  is  responsible  for 
the  following  ant  story  : — A  pie  was  placed  on  a  shelf 
in  a  cupboard,  with  a  wide  ring  of  molasses,  as  a 
sort  of  moat,  encircling  the  plate.  The  ants  care- 
fully selected  the  narrowest  place,  and  going  to  an 
old  nail-hole  in  the  wall  they  formed  an  endless 
stream  of  porters,  each  bringing  a  grain  of  plaster. 
They  built  a  causeway  through  the  molasses  with 
these  bits  of  lime,  and  ,  in  three  hours  were  eating 
the  pie  !  [And  "  when  the  pie  was  opened  ?  "  Yes  ; 
what  did  it  contain  ?] 


The  manner  in  which  sea  birds  quench  their 
thirst  when  far  out  at  sea  is  surprisingly  intelligent. 
They  hover  around  and  under  a  storm  cloud,  and 
drink  in  the  drops  of  rain  as  they  fall.  They  can 
detect  a  rain  squall  a  hundred  miles  distant,  or 
even  further  off,  and  travel  to  it  with  almost 
inconceivable  swiftness. 


Once  again,  says  the  New  York  F.  O.,  we  note 
the  old  contention  that  the  young  herring  and 
"the  sprat"  are  closely  allied — not  by  nature. 
The  distinction  is  in  reality  most  marked.  The  fin 
on  the  sprat  is  quite  a  little  behind  the  pelvic  fin 
below,  and  the  edge  of  the  belly  is  sharply  serrated 
jn  a  marked  characteristic  manner. 


"Writing  to  a  contemporary,  a  correspondent  at 
Whitchurch,  Hants,"  says  "  Ronald  "  in  the  York- 
shire Herald,  "relates  the  following  remarkable 
experience  with  a  trout :  '  One  evening,'  he  says, 
'  coming  home  from  fishmg  I  was  watching  the 
smallest  moorhen  chick  I  have  ever  seen  working 
along  the  edge  of  some  thick- set  weed,  beyond 
which  was  about  four  feet  of  clear  running  deep 
stream.  After  nibbling  at  the  soft  edge  of  weed  for 
some  time  the  little  chap  boldly  started  for  the 
opposite  side,  when  with  a  splash  up  came  an  ugly 
great  mouth  and  down  went  my  little  friend.  I 
have  never  seen  a  trout  take  a  bird  before,  but  I 
felt  sure  it  could  not  be  a  jack,  because  I  had  the 
stream  well  cleared  last  winter  of  them,  and  besides 
the  rise  was  not  that  of  a  jack.  However,  I  deter- 
mined to  go  for  my  friend,  and  now  I  knew  his  taste, 
to  offer  him  the  nearest  thing  I  had  to  moorhen 
chick.  Accordingly  I  rigged  up  my  largest  salmon 
rod  and  found  a  large  black  salmon  fly,  three  inches 
over  all.  With  this  apparatus  I  went  back  to  the 
spot  where  I  had  seen  the  tragedy,  and  casting  down 
stream  to  the  far  side  made  the  fly  swim  across  the 
edge  of  the  weed,  as  nearly  as  possible  imitating  the 
action  of  the  victim  of  the  previous  evening.  To 
my  surprise  and  delight  the  third  cast  got  the  trout. 
He  is  an  ugly  great  brute,  should  weigh  SJlb..  but 
is  all  head  and  no  body,  and  only  turns  2^ib.'  " 


''You  have  a  terribly  bad  cold,"  remarked  one 
angler  to  another  one  night  last  week.  "  Fearful," 
was  the  response.  "  There  is  no  fever  with  it  though, 
old  man,  is  there  ?  "  "  No,  that's  the  worst  of  it." 
"Why,  what  do  you  mean?"  "Well,  they  say 
starve  a  fever  and  feed  a  cold ;  and  I  could  afford 
to  attend  to  a  fever,  but  hang  me  if  I  could  do  any- 
thing for  a  cold  these  hard  times." 


"Truthful  Tommy"  writes: — "Dear  Drag.,— 
It  was  a  great  disappointment  to  me  that  duty  and 
distance  prevented  my  being  present  at  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker's  lecture  of  Deal  at  last  week's  meeting  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  Judging,  however,  by  the  Press 
reports  thereof,  I  fancy  my  esteemed  friend  missed 
rather  an  important  and  appropriate  point,  on  which 
his  views  would  have  been  of  much  interest — 
namely,  'Were  the  Romans!  sea-anglers?'  The 
question  arises  in  my  mind  by  the  recollection  of 
having,  during  my  schoolboy  days,  to  learn  a  poem 
on  the  subject  of  Boadicea  (written  by  one,  WilUam 
Cowper),  which  commenced  : — 

'  When  the  British  warrior-queen. 
Smarting  from  the  Roman  rods, 
Sought  with  an  indignant  mien- 
Counsel  of  her  country's  gods.' 
— or  words  to  that  effect.    Now,  presumably.  Bill 
knew  what  he  was  writing  about  when  he  penned 
these  lines,  and  his  allusion  to  '  Roman  rods  '  seems 
to  indicate  that  the  invaders  were  anglers  of  sorts, 
or  else  what  in  the  name  of  Izaak  Walton  would 
they  have  wanted  rods  for  ?    This  view,  however, 
is,  in  some  degree,  negatived  by  the  mention  of  rods 
in  connection  with  Boadicea,  because,  obviously,  if 
the  Romans  lictor — I  mean,  licked  her — they  could 
not  have  been  sea-anglers,  as  anglers  are  always 
polite  to  ladies,  and  would  '  scorn  the  haction  '  of 
walloping  a  woman,  royal  or  otherwise.  The  matter, 
moreover,  is  fm-ther  complicated  by  the  allusion, 
later  in  the  poem,  to  a  '  sweet  and  awful  lyre.'  Can 
this  be  yet  another  dig  at  the  long-suffering  angler  ? 
***** 
"  But  the  whole  question  bristles  with  difficulties, 
and  information  is  by  no  means  easy  to  obtain.  I 
learn,  for  instance,  on  inquiry,  that  the  present 
Deal  pier  was  not  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the 
Roman  invasion  (judging  from  its  condition  I  had 
always  thought  that  it  was) ;  that  the  back  numbers 
of  the  angling  joiu-nals  issued  during  that  period, 
which  might  have  thrown  some  light  on  the  subject, 
are  somewhat  scarce  and  difficult  to  procure,  and 
other  angling  records  are  not  available  for  reference. 
Mr.  James  Richardson,  whose  knowledge  of  most 
sea-angling  subjects  is  encyclopaedic,  hides  his  igno- 
rance on  this  point  with  the  bare  assertion  (unsup- 
ported by  an  atom  of  proof)  that  '  Boadicea  was  a 
bit  before  his  time.'    The  answer  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
secretary,  couched  in  the  language  of  those  ancient 
times,  Capiantur  arundine  pisces,  scarcely  settles 
the  question  at  issue,  nor  is  the  reply  of  another 
well-known  sea-angler,  also  apparently  in  a  foreign 
tongue,   '  Wattokokko,'    entirely    convincing  one 
way  or  the  other.    However,  having  opened  the 
question,  I  must  here  leave  it,  but  I  feel  sure  if  some 
of  the  few  anglers  who  know  less  about  the  subject 
than  I  do  will  patiently  search  the  ancient  records, 
we  may  in  time,  with  a  bit  of  luck,  add  considerably 
to  the  voluminous  ignorance  which  exists  on  this 
and   other   antiquarian   matters   connected  with 
fishing."    [I  hope  some  readers  at  least  can  under- 
stand what  "  T.  T."  is  driving  at ;  it  is  a  bit  beyond 
the  ken  of  Dragnet. 
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ilofcs  from  t^c  Wortff. 

The  Countess  of  Suffolk  is  at  Grandholm  Cottage, 
on  the  Don ;  the  Earl  comes  in  a  day  or  two. 
They  reserve  October  on  their  Grandholm  water 
exclusively. 


The  King  has  had  a  right  royal  time  of  it  during 
the  past  two  weeks  in  Balmoral  and  the  aijoining 
moors  and  forests,  along  with  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
General  Kelly-Kenny,  Lord  Howe,  and  a  select 
party  of  guns. 

The  Duchess  of  Fife  had  good  sport  three  days 
last  week.  One  day  she  had  three  fish,  and  on 
another  five  to  her  own  rod. 


Miss  Peck,  after  two  hours  of  a  "  hold  on,"  landed 
a  30-pounder  on  the  Carlogie  Dee  water  on  Sept.  24. 
It  was  gaffed  by  lantern  light. 

The  old  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  is  no 
more.  "  The  King  is  dead  !  Long  live  the  King." 
The  Earl  of  March  is  now  duke  of  these  vast  estates, 
and  many  changes  which  the  former  head  would 
not  entertain  may  now  be  carried  out. 


I  lost  a  favourite  collie  last  week.  She  followed 
a  train  thinking  I  was  on  board,  and  was  killed  in 
the  tunnel.  She  was  a  gift  of  the  late  Mr.  Panmure 
Gordon,  London,  and  as  intelligent  as  she  was  pure 
bred.  She  loved  the  riverside,  and  has  landed  fish 
from  ^Ib.  finnock  to  an  81b.  salmon.  Only  once  did 
she  get  hooked,  and  for  all  that  held  on  to  her  fish. 

Special  Scotch. 


ANGLERS'  CHALLENGE  SHIELD. 


Some  rather  unexpected  results  have  to  be 
recorded-  in  the  six  heats  which  were  decided  this 
week.  Hoxton  Brothers,  last  year's  runners  up, 
were  beaten  by  the  Ealing  Club  at  Sbiplake  by 
221b.  lOoz.,  against  131b.  6oz.  Dalston,  who  reached 
the  semi-final  stage  last  season,  were  also  defeated, 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  A.S.  scoring  against  them  in 
the  Stort,  at  Harlow.  Three  matches  were  fished 
in  the  Lea.  At  Ware,  Walthamstow  beat  Stratford  ; 
at  Rye  House.  Serapis  beat  Spread  Ea^Ie ;  and  at 
Broxbourne,  Royal  Oak  beat  St.  John's  Piscatorials. 
Two  strong  clubs— the  Bostonians  and  South  London 
—met  in  the  Thames  at  Datchet,  the  Bostonians 
proving  successful  after  a  keen  struggle.  These 
matches  concluded  the  second  round 

The  draw  for  the  next  round  will  be  made  at 
headquarters  on  Friday  (Oct.  9). 


THE  UNITED  LONDON  AND  PRO- 
VINCIAL ANNUAL  ANGLING  COM- 
PETITION. 


Open  to  all  comers,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Anglers'    Benevolent    Society   and  Convalescent 
Home  Funds  ;  takes  place  at  Windsor,  main  river 
Thames,  towpath  only,  on  Sunday,  Oct.  11,  for 
numerous  valuable  prizes ;  boundary  from  the  Brocas 
to  Lord  Fitzgerald's  fence.    Competitors  to  meet  at 
the  George  Inn,  High-street,  Eton,  near  Windsor 
Bridge,  to  get  tickets  stamped,  after   which  to 
assemble  in  the  Brocas,  and  not  on  any  considera- 
tion to  start  before  signal  from  Ben  Abrahams,  or 
to  be  seen  at  the  waterside  retaining  any  swims. 
When  signal  is  given  to  start,  all  are  to  proceed  by 
foot,  and  not  by  bicycles,  motors,  or  any  means  of 
locomotion.    Competitors  acting  contrary  to  these 
rules    will    be    immediately    disqualified.  All 
disputes    to    be    settled    by    the  committe9. 
Tickets  Is.  each.    One  rod  only  to  be  used.  All 
fish  except  jack,  pope,  bleak,  minnows,  and  eels  to 
weigh  m.    Cease  fishing  5  30.    Doors  closed  6.30 
sharp.    Distribution  at  the  George  and  Dragon 
St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.,  on  Nov.  9,  at 
7.30  p.m.    No  prize  will  be  awarded  unless 'the 
competition  card  is  produced.     Tickets  may  be 
obtained  of  most  tackle  dealers  ;  of  any  member  of 
the  committee  on  the  morning  of  the  competition 
at  the  station,  or  of  the  hon.  sec,  and  at  the  George 
Inn,  Eton.    No  live  bait  to  be  taken  for  perch,  or 
members  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of  another  without 
his  consent.    No  spinning  allowed.   The  committee 
sincerely  hope  that  all  competitors  will  keep  the 
strictest  order  in  the  royal  borough  of  Eton  and 
Windsor.    Chairman,  I.  Levien  ;  vice,  G.  Barlow  ■ 
treasurer,  H.  Moore;  hon.  sec.  Ben  Abrahams' 
^5,  bilver-street,  Kensington,  W.    Please  note :  A 
Special  Tram  will  leave  Paddington  (Great  Western 
Kail  way)  at  8.50;  Westbourne  Park,  8  53  ;  Ealing 
9. o ;  returning  from  Windsor  at  8.30.    Return  farl,' 
'-i.  3d.    It  ii  hoped  all  competitors  will  travel  bv 
thxa  special  train,   aa  every  comfort  has  been 
guaranteed. 


BAILY'S  MAGAZINE"  FOR  OCTOBER. 


Colonel  Brocklehubst,  of  the  Blues,  who.se 
portrait  prefaces  the  October  Baily's,  is  well-known 
aa  a  sportsman  in  the  Midlands  ;  to  a  wider  public 
his  name  is  familiar  in  connection  with  the  defence 
of  Ladysmith  and  other  operations  in  the  South 
African  War.   The  much-debated  question  of  "  The 
Amateur"  is  discussed  in  a  liberal  spirit;  the  writer's 
review  of  its  complexities  is  summarised  in  these 
words:   "That  money  can  be  taken  when  one 
races  a  horse  oif  a  sailing  boat,  but  not  if  one 
swims,  or  runs,  or  propels  any  machine  by  muscular 
power."     A  very  interesting  paper  is  that  on 
"Curious  Carriages,"  admirably  illustrated  with 
photographs  of  vehicles  from  the  collection  of  the 
late  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon.    Mr.  Gordon's  collection 
of  carriages  was  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  ever 
brought  together.    "  G.  T.  B."  discusses  the  powers 
of  discriminating  between  different  scents  possessed 
by  gundogs  and  hounds  :  an  obscure  subject,  and 
one  that  would  repay  careful  investigation.    "  E, 
C.  P."  describes  "  Woodpigeon  Shooting"  from 
blinds  with  spirit  and  accuracy ;   this  is  a  sport 
which  forms  a  tolerably  high  test  of  marksmanship. 
Now  that  the  hunting  season  approaches  a  paper 
on  the  management  of  puppies  at  walk  is  timely. 
An    amusing    paper    is    tliat    on    the  "Station 
Game  "of  Polo  in  India.     "A  Septuagenarian" 
discourses    as    pleasantly    as    ever  concerning 
I' Things  I  have  Seen  and  Heard,"  det  ling  in  this 
instalment  of  his  reminiscences  with  his  college 
days.    "Fly  Fishermen"  are  the  "Twelve  Best 
in  this  month's  issue.    The  editor  admits  that  he 
requested  his  readers  to  undertake  a  very  difficult 
task,  and  his  introductory  remarks  to  the  lists  of 
names  sent  in  show  his  full  appreciation  of  the 
difficulties.     These  evidently  did  little  to  detei 
admirers  of  "  Baily's  "  from  attempting  the  feat  of 
naming  the  "  Twelve  Best  "  Fly  Fishermen  of  their 
acquaintance,  and  the  lists,  which  are  numerous, 
include  the  names  of  angters  whose  names  are 
familiar  and  whose  skill  is  only  recognised  by 
personal  friends.     This  is    as  we  should  have 
expected.     Under  the  heading  of  "Cricket,"  an 
anonymous  writer  makes  incisive  remarks  con- 
cerning the  state  of  Lord's  Ground,  and  other 
matters  of  importance.     "An  Old  Foxhunter 
contributes  an  enthusiastic  and  readable  "  Im- 
pression  of  Wild    Sfag  Hunting "   on  Exmoor. 
Captain  E.  D.  Miller  writes  a  critical  review  of 
the  Polo  played  during  the  month  at  Rugby  and 
Cirencester,  in  the  Blackmore  Vale  North,  and  in 
Ireland,  and  appears  to  have  had  a  most  enjoyable 
tour.    The  "  Van  "  contains  the  usual  summary  of 
the  Racing  of  the  past  month,  with  many  other 
matters. 


BADMINTON  MAGAZINE." 


"St.  AuDEiES,"  the  seat  of  Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood,  Bart.,  is  described  as  a  "  Famous  Home  of 
Sport"  in  the  October  number  of  the  Badminton 
Magazine  of  Sparta  and  Pastimes.  An  article  on 
'  Backers  and  Backing,"  by  a  Backer,  appeared  in 
the  August  number  of  this  popular  magazine,  and 
this  month  the  reader  is  introduced  to  the  world 
of  "Bookmakers  and  Bookmaking,"  by  a  Book- 
maker, in  the  series  of  "The  Racing  World  and  its 
Inhabitants."  Motorist?  will  be  amused,  as  well  as 
instructed,  by  Major  C.  G.  Matson's  article  on 
'Diiving  the  Modest  Motor";  and  "Hunting 
Costume  :  a  Plea  for  Orthodoxy  "  should  prove  of 
considerable  interest  to  followers  of  hounds  wtio  are 
looking  forward  to  the  approaching  hunting  season. 
"The  Past  Cricket  Season,"  "The  Present  and 
Future  of  Amateur  Football,"  "The  Wild  Goose 
and  its  Chase,"  "On  the  Cromarty  Firth,"  "A 
Lady's  Day  among  Turkish  Peasants,"  "  On  Lake 
Menzaleh,"  etc.,  are  titles  of  other  articles  by  well- 
known  authorities.  A  reproduction  in  colours  of 
Henry  Aiken's  celebrated  picture  "  The  Wliissendioe 
appears  in  View,"  which  is  one  of  the  Quorn  Hunt 
series,  is  included  in  the  October  number. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTSj 

Doubtful. — The  party  you  refer  to  is  not  acting 
on  our  behalf  in  any  way. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS.: 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

2,200.  Fishing  Patentees:  C.  H.  Osmond,  79, 
London-street,  and  H.  Isaacs,  Moray- 
place,  both  in  Dunedin,  New  Zealand. 
Artidcial  bait.  The  cocoon  of  a  moth, 
preferably  that  of  Oecticus  omnivorus  or 
Liothuea  omnivora,  or  a  piece  of  seal  or 
shark  skin,  is  placed  over  a  conical  coiled 
wire  frame  to  form  an  artificial  minnow. 
This  body  is  tied  at  the  head  in  a  groove. 
The  triangles  are  attached  to  a  rubber 
band. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

"QREVILLE  F."  ON  TROUT  IN  THE  OUSE. 

Dear  Sir,— As  one  who  has  fished  the  Ouse 
occasionally  for  sixty  years,  and  who  knows  the  St. 
Neots  water  well,  I  am  quite  in  accord  witli  the 
opinion  expressed  in  your  letter  to  the  St.  Neots 
Advertiser,  and  reprinted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Sept.  26,  with  regard  to  stocking  that  portion  of 
the  river  with  trout,  especially  rainbow  trout.  No 
small  trout  could  survive' the  rapacious  mawa  of  the 
numerous  pike  and  perch  there. 

In  March,  1874,  the  Bedford  Angling  Club  invited 
"Greville  F.,"  angling  editor  of  the  Field,  to  visit 
that  town  and  report  upon  its  fishing  water.  Tho 
invitation  was  accepted,  and  an  exhaustive  report 
was  made  to  the  club.  In  the  next  issue  of  tho 
Field  an  article  appeared  from  the  same  pen  on  this 
"first  inspection"  of  the  Bedford  waters,  from 
which  I  extract  some  remarks  upon  the  advisability 
or  otherwise  of  stocking  the  water  with  trout: 
"Jack  would,  when  the  attraction  caused  by  the 
aroma  of  the  trout  spawn  in  the  waters  was  carried 
below,  make  their  periodical  raids  upon  tho 
shallows,  to  the  entire  destruction  of  these  valuable 
fish.  ...  It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  tempting  as  the 
rapids  might  be  for  the  introduction  of  trout,  this 
fish,  if  inclined  to  follow  their  natural  instincts, 
and  seek  the  mill-tail  above,  would,  in  their 
passage,  be  intercepted  and  snapped  up  by  their 
inveterate  enemy.  I  believe  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
and  other  wealthy  residents  have  made  most  liberal 
offers  to  stock  the  river  with  trout  should  it  be 
considered  desirable,  and  also  that  an  experiment 
is  to  be  made  by  introducing  the  Gjiden  Scnlei 
into  the  waters." 

Greville  F.  touches  upon  the  interesting  question 
of  the  supposed  medical  virtue  of  the  tench  upon 
other  ailing  fish,  and  the  refusal  of  pike  to  take 
them  as  bait.  He  says  :  "  The  notion  of  the  medical 
virtues  of  the  tench  towards  their  fellow  neighbours 
obtains  in  Bedfordshire  ;  some  anecdotes  are  related 
in  favour  of  the  supposition.  Another  gentleman 
assures  me  that,  after  losing  a  jack,  most  severely 
lacerated  by  a  clumsy  attempt  to  land  it  wich  a 
guff,  this  fish  was  found  some  distance  off,  as 
expected,  in  a  well-known  tench  hole,  from  which 
it  yeas  too  invalid  to  attempt  to  escape,  and  in 
which  it  was  mercifully  left  to  recover,  which  it 
rapidly  did.  Several  attempts  havd  likewise  been 
made  to  take  jack  with  tench,  and  although  they 
have  gorged  small  carp  upon  the  same  day,  the  jack 
have  invariably  refused  to  touch  the  tench  bait, 
changed  often  lo  induce  their  acceptance."  .  .  , 

"  There  is  a  peculiar  tish  in  the  waters  at  Bedford 
called  the  shallow,  a  supposed  hybrid  between  the 
roach  and  the  chub,  which  '  fight  like  devils,'  but 
which  rarely  exceed  fib.  in  weight." 

Though  St.  Neots  is  in  Hunts,  it  is  but  twelve 
miles  from  Bedford,  and  the  Ouse  winds  about 
twelve  miles  within  a  radius  of  two  miles  of  Bedford 
as  the  crow  flies.  The  lines  of  the  inhabitants  and 
members  of  the  angling  clubs  there  must  therefore 
be  cast  in  many  and  pleasant  places. — Yours  truly, 
Hitchin.  Bedfordian. 
[I  knew  Greville  Fennell  well,  and  am  sure  he  had 
no  faith  in  the  tench  healing  the  pike.  A  pike 
angler  I  know  has  often  taken  pike  using  tench  as  a 
bait. — Ed.] 


"CATCHING  MUDDY  CARP." 

Deab  Sir,— I  read  with  considerable  regret  

which  I  am  sure  will  be  shared  by  many  otiiers — 
the  remarks  anent  float-fishing  in  Mr.  Cutcliffe's 
article  this  week.  It  is  a  pity  that  so  interesting 
and  ably--written  a  series  should  bo  marred  by  an 
uncalled-for  attack  on  a  branch  of  the  sport  which 
affords  recreation  to  many  thousands  of  humble 
anglers — men  who  are  in  their  way  as  true  sports- 
men as  the  dry-fly  scientist  and  tho  wielder  of  the 
salmon  rod. 

Had  Mr.  Cutcliffe  confined  his  remarks  to  the 
use  of  float-tackle,  in  thick  water,  for  the  capture 
of  trout,"  no  exception  could  have  been  taken  ;  the 
trout,  to  all  true  anglers,  is  a  sacred  fish,  and  must 
be  angled  for  with  a  fly  and  a  feeling  of  reverence  ; 
but  why  the  imkind  slap  re  "  pottering  about  a 
pond  and  catching  muddy  carp."  Has  Mr.  Cut- 
cliffe ever  tried  carp-fishing  ?  It  requires  no  small 
amount  of  skill  and  patience  to  present  your  bait  to 
the  wily  carp  in  such  a  manner  as  to  outwile  him  ; 
the  motions  of  the  carp-fisher  must  be  as  cool, as 
deliberate,  as  noiseless,  as  invisible  as  those  of  a 
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AIO^GLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHING    QUARTERS,    &c.     [See  also  p.  i. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MoINNES,  Pi'oprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Kesort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  U  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  C.ater- 
Ing  and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TTCROES,  ANGLESEY  (l.K.W.,  Kain  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
Kolf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
flshin",  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitOTS  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  With  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  CLBKK,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10;  month,  £5;  fortnightly,  £3; 
week,  £2  ;  day,  lOs.   


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Kesort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL 

C.  LANDSEB,  Proprietor. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

PresidentSm  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART 
Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatharn 
Railway  :  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Mketinqs  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  i,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


^WANTED 

by  bachelor  as  PAYING  GUEST,  single 
gentleman  or  married  couijle,  in  small 
Farm-cottage  in  North  Cornwall.  Terms 
£2  2s.  per  week.  References  received  and 
given.  Bracing  and  pretty  country  and 
good  Trout  Fishing  to  be  had.— Address 
"B.A.,"  c/o  Davies  &  Co.,  Advertising 
Agents,  23,  Finch  Lane,  Cornhill. 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 


Full  of  well-written  stories." — The 
Times. 

Will  furnish  amusement  for  young 
and  old." — The  Moeninq  Post. 


NOW  READY. 

FISHIM  IN  WALES. 

BY 

WALTER    M.  GALLICHAN 

{"Geoffrey  Mortimer"). 

A  thorough  Guide  for  the  Angler. 

Crown  8vo.,  cloth  gilt,   3s.  6d.  net. 

standard.— ■' So  angler  can  afford  to  go  to 
Wales  without  putting  this  modest  but  com 
pendious  little  book  into  his  pocket." 

London : 
p.  B.  ROBINSON  &  CO., 
30,  Qaaki  Bubbell  Sibxbz,  W.O. 


THE 


A  HIGH-CLASS 


Uustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
"THE  GRAPHIC" 

AND 

THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC 


Oi  all  Newsagents  and  Bookstalls. 

ONE  PENNY. 


OFFICES  : 

t90,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C 


TUG  vmeieentu  Hm 


GOOD  BORDEAUX  CLARET. 

Case  and  carriage  free  to  any  railway 
station  in  England  for  12/-  per  dozen ; 
cash  with  order.  Sherry,  Port,  Cham- 
pagne, and  all  kinds  of  wines  and  spirits 
at  reasonable  prices. 

LLOYD  &  CO., 

5,  Great  Winchester  Street,  London.  E.G. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lancewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 

J,  WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION   YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


WANTED 

A  Man  thoroughly  experienced  in  Trout 
Breeding,  and  able  to  help  with  business 
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required  and  giving  full  particulars  of 
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Tlie  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere. 


BECOME    A    FREEHOLDER  ! 

Freeliold  Land,  8outhend-on-Sea,  Westcliff, 
and  Leigh-on-Sea  District.  Enormous  selection. 
Plots  of  all  descriptions ;  sites  for  flrst-class 
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Two  Agents  always  in  attendance  at  local  office, 
Plough  C(M-ner,  Leigh  Road,  Westcliff.  No  charge 
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dry-fly  man  operating  on  a  crystal  chalk  stream  ; 
and  when  hooked,  the  efforts  of  the  carp  to  free  him- 
self manifest  as  close  an  approach  to  reasoning 
powers  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  fish  world  ;  in  fact,  a 
carp  will  show  a  good  deal  more  ingenuity  in  endea- 
vouring to  get  out  of  a  difficulty  than  some  fisher- 
men I  have  seen. 

Furthermore,  no  man  is  "  a  perfect  disciple  of  the 
art  "  who  does  not  aim  to  be  as  far  as  possible  a 
"  compleat  angler."  A  man  who  can  use  with 
equal  skill  and  zest  the  fly  rod  and  the  roach  pole, 
the  Nottingham  rod,  and  the  sea  rod,  and  who  can 
extol  one  branch  of  the  art  without  detracting  from 
the  other,  is  the  man  who  alone  has  the  right  to  call 
himself  "  a  perfect  disciple." 

Let  Mr.  Cutcliffe  read  the  remarks  of  "John 
Bickerdyke  "  in  his  chapter  on  roach-fishing  ;  let 
him  endeavour  to  circumvent  a  "  muddy  "  carp  ; 
let  him  try  and  catch  Lea  roach  when  the  water  is 
gin  clear  ;  let  him  try  conclusions  with  a  21b.  perch 
in  good  condition,  and  if  he  still  finds  it  "  disagree- 
able and  imcongenial  to  the  soul  of  a  fly-fisher," 
all  I  can  say  is  that  it  must  be  "  as  windy  and 
troublesome  a  soul  as  ever  man  was  cursed  withal." 
— Yours  truly,  W.  Withebs  Roberts. 


A  DEFENCE  OF  FLOAT-FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Do  you  think  it  is  quite  sportsman- 
like, or  even  gentlemanlike,  for  Mr.  H.  C.  Cutcliffe 
to  say  such  nasty  tilings  about  float-fishing  as  he 
did  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  26  ?  Mr.  Cut- 
cliffe is  a  fly  fisherman,  devoted  to  Devon,  and  appa 
rently  with  a  very  Umited  experience  of  the  wide 
range  of  angling  found  in  other  departments  than 
his  own.  He  is  full  of  scorn  for  the  float-fisher  ;  he 
says  there  is  no  art  in  it ;  he  repeats  the  stale  old 
gibe  about  the  worm  at  one  end  and  the  fool  at  the 
other. 

Really,  sir,  this  is  too  bad.  What  does  Mr.  Cut- 
cliffe know  about  it  ?  Does  he  know  that  all  om- 
great  anglers  have  been  float-fishermen  ?  Does  he  re- 
member that  FrankBuckland,Cholmondeley-Peimell, 
and  in  short,  every  writer  on  angling,  even  if  born 
salmon  fishermen,  have  felt  the  charm  of  float- 
fishing  ?  Does  he  know  that  Mr.  Senior,  the  editor 
of  the  Field,  is  a  devoted  roach  fisher  ?  Does  he 
know  that  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  M.A.,  angling  editor  of 
the  ^'^eZd,  better  known  as  "John  Bickerdyke,  "in  the 
intervals  of  salmon  and  trout  angling  finds  nothing 
so  exhilarating  as  pike-fishing  and  barbel-fishing  ? 
Does  he  know  that  you  also,  sir,  despite  your  love 
for  the  fly  rod,  find  a  charm  in  a  day's  float-fishing, 
and  know  the  glory  of  a  battle  with  a  monster  pike  ? 
Does  he  know  that  the  roach,  educated  as  he  is,  is 
one  of  the  hardest  to  catch  of  all  fish  ?  And  finally, 
only  to  put  one  more  question  to  him,  does  he  know 
that  the  late  Francis  Francis,  editor  of  the  Field, 
scholar,  gentleman,  and  accomplished  angler,  used 
to  say  that  if  degrees  were  to  be  given  for  proficiency 
in  angling  he  would  only  have  them  granted  to  those 
who  had  mastered  every  branch  of  the  art  ? 

A  true  sportsman  is  always  a  gentleman.  How- 
ever much  he  is  wedded  to  his  own  style  he  refrains 
from  insulting  others.  Personally,  as  an  angler  who 
has  fished  every  style,  who  has  set  put  to  catch 
every  fish  that  swims  in  British  waters,  I  could  say 
a  great  deal  in  defence  of  the  art  Mr.  Cutcliffe  ridi- 
cules and  insults.  But  I  refrain,  and  content  myself 
with  this  protest — that  long  after  Mr.  CutcUffe  and 
his  insolence  and  ignorance  are  forgotten  thousands 
of  gentlemen  and  sportsmen  will  find  pleasure  and 
deUght  in  what  is,  and  always  wiU  be,  the  favomite 
form  of  angling  with  the  vast  majority  of  our  people. 
— Yom«  truly,  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 

^  [Curiously  enough,  last  Monday,  when  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior  and  I  were  sitting  in  a  punt  on  Frensham 
Pond  fisliing  for  tench  and  watching  our  floats,  I 
happened  to  say  to  him  that  Cutcliffe's  silly  remarks 
about  float  anglers  would  be  resented.  "  Red 
Spirmer  "  thought,  and  I  agreed  with  him,  that  anglers 
would  merely  pity  Cutcliffe's  ignorance  and  laugh 
at  his  rude  and  flippant  suggestions.  It  is  a  pity 
he  is  dead,  as  it  would  have  afforded  us  some  lively 
correspondence  if  his  strong  pen  could  have  joined 
in. — Ed.] 


"BAITS  AND  BAITING  QUERIES." 
Dear  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Sep*^^.  19  you  very  kindly  stated  : 
"  I  do  not  know  if  Mr.  Gosden,  who  sella  capital 
preserved  mussels,  etc.,  for  sea  fishing,  has  tried 
any  for  fresh  water  fishing."  Kindly  allow  me  to 
Bay  that  I  have  prepared  minnows,  loach,  dace, 
miller's  thumbs,  and  gudgeon  (only  for  my  own 
and  intimate  friends'  use),  but  anchovies,  sprats, 
pilchards,  and  herrings  as  bait  for  fresh  water 
fishing  in  considerable  numbers  by  salt  alone,  as  I 
do  not  believe  in  any  other  kind  of  preservative 
for  this  especial  purpose  either  for  tresh  or  salt 
water  fishing.  Simple  though  this  may  appear, 
there  are  jet  two  secrets  attached   to  securing 


success,  which  I  give  for  the  benefit  of  your 
numerous  readers  who  may  like  to  preserve  for 
own  use. 

Any  of  the  above  salt  water  fish  should  be  those 
taken  in  the  drift  nets,  not  in  the  stow  nets,  as 
the  former  preserves  the  scales  on  the  fish,  while 
the  latter  removes  them  all.  They  should  not  be 
allowed  to  touch  any  fresh  water  after  leaving  the 
sea,  but  after  being  roused  in  salt  should  be 
hand  packed  in  layers  close  together,  but  in  no 
other  kind  of  vessel  than  an  oak  made  barrel  or 
keg,  which  may  be  round  and  flat,  to  any  size 
required,  or  in  a  long,  narrow  keg,  such  as  the 
anchovies  are  imported  in ;  at  no  time  should 
they  be  packed  in  large  quantities,  as  the  wood, 
when  soaked,  will  not  impregnate  into  the  centre 
of  the  packed  fish.  The  aroma  ought  to  give  them 
a  very  peculiar  but  pleasiog  flavour. — Yours  truly, 
Frank  Gosden  (B.S.A.S.). 

460,  Oxford-road,  Reading. 


SEA-FISHING  ON  THE  ESSEX  COAST 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — -Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
recommend  one  or  two  healthy  villages  or  small 
towns  on  the  Essex  coast  (or  Suffolk,  but  not  farther 
north  than  Aldeburgh)  where  good  and  varied  sea- 
angling  and  trawling  can  be  obtained  during  the 
greater  portion  of  the  year. — -Yours  truly. 

East  End  Vicar. 

BULL-TROUT  ARE  SUPPLANTING  SALMON 
AND  SEA-TROUT  (?). 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown's  remarks 
made  under  this  heading  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  19 
raises,  as  you  say,  a  most  important  question.  So 
far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  I  am  only  too  pleased  to 
be  able  to  say  that  in  the  Coquet  and  Aln,  at  any 
rate,  there  is  an  important  change  going  on  in  the 
right  direction — that  is,  ^^that  the  salmon  are 
increasing. 

In  the  Coquet  some  ten  or  flfteen  years  ago  the 
amount  of  salmon  was  reckoned  at  about  5  per 
cent.,  the  other  95  per  cent,  being  composed  of  sea 
or  bull-trout.  It  appears  from  what  one  can  learn 
that  the  retm-ns  given  to  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land's agent  from  the  lessee  of  the  net  fishery  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  are  to  the  effect  that  something 
like  90  per  cent,  are  true  salmon,  and  only  10  per 
cent,  sea  or  bu.ll-trout.  Th  is  is  a  most  extraordinary 
change,  and  of  a  most  satisfactorj'  character,  both 
from  the  standpoint  of  food  supply  as  well  as  sport 
for  anglers. 

The  Aln. — It  is  something  like  fifteen  years  since  I 
saw  a  clean  salmon  killed  in  this  river.  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  killing  one  myself  last  night  of  71b. 
weight,  and  I  saw  one  killed  by  a  friend  of  mine 
some  little  time  ago  9|lb.  in  weight,  and  a  good 
many  other  fish  have  been  got  by  local  anglers, 
most  of  whom  have  very  little  knowledge  as  to 
whether  a  fish  be  a  salmon  or  a  sea-trout. 

I  have  been  fishing  for  two  evenings,  and  had 
capital  sport  but  very  bad  luck,  hooking  no  less  than 
two  each  evening,  and  losing  three  out  of  the  four. 
The  best  fish  I  hooked  last  night  (Sept.  22) ;  I  esti- 
mated him  at  something  like  151b.  The  pools  seem 
to  be  filled  with  fish,  and  one  may  rise  in  an  evening 
half-a-dozen  to  a  dozen  fish,  but  as  the  pools  are 
deep  and  still  the  fish  mostly  come  short. 

On  the  completion  of  this  letter  I  am  off  to  try 
them  again,  but  to  say  the  least  of  it,  to  find  a 
salmon  in  the  Aln  is  to  me  a  most  extraordinary 
and  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  I  might  also 
state  that  so  far  as  I  can  learn  from  the  net  fisher- 
men on  the  coast,  a  larger  proportion  of  grilse  and 
salmon  have  been  killed  this  season  than  was  the 
case  a  few  years  ago. 

Wliile  writing  this  note,  I  would  particularly  call 
the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  reports  published 
in  reference  to  the  Coquet.  These  reports,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  are  not  the  facts  as  I  know  them  in 
very  many  instances,  and  if  they  place  reliance  on 
them,  they  will  likely  cause  themselves  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  for  nothing. — Yoiuts  truly, 

Sept.  23.  John  James  Hardy. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP,  HENDON. 

Dear  Sir, — A  fine  jack,  weighing  111b.  3oz.,  was 
caught  in  the  waters  here  yesterday  ;  also  seven 
other  jack,  weighing  from  21b.  to  5|-lb.  (the  fish  are 
well  on  feed)  ;  and  a  large  quantity  of  bream,  roach, 
and  perch  was  taken. — Yours  truly,  A.  Probyn. 

Sept.  28. 

"A  HOLIDAY  IN  IRELAND  AND  A 
REQUEST." 
Dear  Sir, — "Fly  Rod's  "  letter  rather  reminds  me 
of  the  greenhorn,  in  one  of  Surtee's  books,  going  to  a 
horse-dealer  and  stating  his  requirements,  when  the 
dealer  remarks,  "  I  know  exactly  what  you  want, 
sir — nice  horse,  nice  action,  good  temper,  fast,  good 
jumper,    etc.  ;     price    about    £30."    Greenhor  n 


delightedly  :  "  Yos,  that's  exactly  what  I  want." 
Dealer  :  "  Then  I  wish  you  may  get  him  !  " 

"  Fly  Rod  "  seems  to  think  that  he  can  get  for 
nothing,  except  his  hotel  bill,  fishing  for  which  he 
would  pay  one  to  two  pounds  a  week  anywhere 
except  in  Ireland.  Undoubtedly  there  is  good  fish- 
ing to  be  had  here  in  Ireland  by  paying  for  it,  and  in 
the  May  Fly  season  sometimes  free,  but,  as  a  rule, 
he  must  be  satisfied  with  taking  his  chance  of  such 
sport  as  he  describes.  As  for  the  "  40,000  acres  of 
rough  shooting,"  as  long  as  the  ingenious  hotel- 
keeper  finds  "  mugs "  to  reply  to  his  advertise- 
ments so  long  will  he  advertise.  By  tho  way,  I 
wonder  how  many  woodcock  "  Fly  Rod  "  expected 
to  be  bagged  in  August  ? 

Of  course,  now  and  then  good  sport  may  be  had 
in  free  waters,  but  even  in  the  best  waters,  in  private 
hands,  any  sportsman  knows  that  he  must  make  his 
mind  up  for  frequent  disappointment.  The  growls 
of  some  of  your  correspondents  who  expect  every- 
thing for  nothing  are  rather  amusing. — Yours  truly, 

Green  Wren. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Fly  Rod  " 
seems  to  me  scarcely  fair  in  his  remarks  about 
Clonbur.  I  spent  a  fortnight  at  the  hotel  there  in 
June,  and  my  experience  does  not  tally  with  his. 
First,  as  to  charge  ;  it  must  be  remembered  that 
£3  10s.  per  week  includes  carriage  to  and  from 
station  (ten  miles)  and  to  and  from  fishing  each  day. 
It  is  not  cheap,  but  not  dearer  than  other  places  of 
the  same  kind,  as  I  have  reason  to  know.  'Then  the 
fare  ;  it  certainly  would  not  satisfy  a  fastidious 
man,  who  must  have  several  coiu'ses  to  provoke  his 
appetite,  but  I  found  it  good  and  plentiful,  and  such 
as  ought  to  content  a  hungry  fisherman.  Then  the 
fishing  ;  I  went  for  the  May  Fly  dapping.  The  rise 
of  fly  was  not  good  this  year,  and  I  was  too  late 
for  the  best  of  it,  still  the  fishing  was  good.  The 
fish  were  displayed  on  a  table  each  evening  when 
the  anglers  returned,  and  it  has  never  been  my  good 
fortune  to  see  any  to  equal  them  in  quality  and 
quantity.  After  the  May  Fly  was  over  the  fishing 
went  off,  but  there  were  still  fish  to  be  got  by  those 
who  knew  how.  I  hold  no  brief  for  the  landlord, 
but  I  think  it  fair  to  record  my  experience  as  against 
that  of  your  correspondent. — Yours  truly,    L.  V. 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  Sept.  26  "  Fly  Rod  ' ' 
inquires  for  good  trout-fishing  in  August.  From 
experience  and  hearsay  I  think  one  is  right  in  saying 
there  is  no  good  trout-fishing  in  Ireland  in  August. 
For  the  reason  soon  after  the  middle  of  July  in 
Ireland  brown  trout  cease  to  rise  freely  to  fly.  In 
the  large  lakes  of  Ireland  dapping  in  May  and  June 
is  the  only  way  to  take  trout.  In  the  medium-sized 
lakes  trolling  is  the  only  method  likely  to  yield 
sport ;  and  in  the  small  lakes  sport  entirely  depends, 
first,  on  the  quantity  of  fish  in  the  water,  and, 
secondly,  on  the  weather  being  favourable  (windy 
and  dark)  to  sport.  Men  who  can  only  get  their 
holidays  in  August  should  entii-ely  relinquish  the 
idea  of  trout-fishing  in  that  month,  excepting  they 
practise  the  dry  fly,  when  they  must  be  content  with 
fishing  only  the  last  hour  of  the  day. 

Many  of  the  rivers  in  Ireland  are  splendid  for  the 
dry  fly,  but,  excepting  in  very  few  instances,  this 
branch  of  sport  is  entirely  neglected  in  that  country. 

The  fishermen  who  want  sport  in  August  must 
seek  the  estuaries  and  lower  waters  of  sea-trout 
rivers,  and  there  fish  for  the  grilse  of  sea-trout  with 
the  finest  tackle.  These  fish,  called  sewin  in  Wales, 
finnock  in  Scotland,  and  whitling  or  herling  in  the 
North  of  England,  tire  at  their  best  in  September, 
and  are  less  affected  by  the  weather  than  trout  in 
the  month  of  Augvist.  As  regards  expenses,  Ireland 
is  said  to  be  a  much  cheaper  country  to  travel  in 
than  Scotland.  However,  in  my  experience  you 
can  get  fed  and  housed  and  bathed  in  any  Scotch 
hydi-o  for  from  8s.  to  lis.  a  day  in  a  manner  most 
luxurious  as  compared  with  anything  obtainable  in 
Ireland.  Near  most  of  the  hydros  there  is  some 
fishing  obtainable  at  moderate  prices  by  ticket.  I 
was  recently  at  such  a  hj'dro  where,  by  paj-ing  10s. 
a  month,  one  could  fish  with,  fly  for  salmon  or  sea- 
trout.  In  thirteen  days'  fishing  I  landed  two 
grilse,  lost  one,  and  rose  about  five  salmon — this  in 
spite  of  numerous  rods  as  might  be  imagined  from 
the  small  cost.  The  coasts  of  Wales,  Cumberland, 
and  Northumberland,  and  all  small  Scotch  rivers 
are  well  worth  the  consideration  of  the  fisherman  in 
August. 

The  serious  drawback  to  Ireland  is  that  boat- 
fisliing  is  almost  always  a  necessity,  and  car  diives 
essential.  The  double  extra  expense  makes  the 
sport  only  accessible  to  the  well-to-do.  I  myself 
have  taken  sixteen  grilse  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber on  a  free  water  in  Ireland,  but  my  boatman 
cost  me  £2  a  week.  The  cheapest  walking  trout- 
fishing  in  Great  Britain  is  to  be  obtained  on  the 
River  Dee  of  Wales,  and  the  best  boat  and  wet  fly 
fishing  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  to  be  obtained  at 
Killaloe  in  Ireland,  if  one  goes  there  early  in  June. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Kingston  Babton. 
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^"A  HOLIDAY  IN  IRELAND  AND  A 
REQUEST." 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Sept.  26.  under  the 
heading  of  "  A  Holiday  in  Ireland  and  a  Request,"  I 
see  one  of  your  readers  has  had  a  hard  time  of  it  re 
hotels,  etc.  As  I  have  just  returned  from  Lough 
Mask  myself,  and  having  spent  five  days  there,  I 
should  like  to  give  my  experiences  as  compared 
with  "  Fly  Rod." 

I  stayed  with  Pat  Summerville,  of  Kilbride 
Lodge,  Clonbur,  and  I  may  say  the  lodge  is  only 
fifty  yards  from  the  lake.  His  charge  is  7s.  per 
day  inclusive,  and  I  may  say  I  was  very  well  done 
to — soup,  fish,  and  chicken,  or  some  other  joint, 
every  night  for  dinner,  not  always  mutton ;  fish, 
bacon,  and  eggs,  etc.,  for  breakfast;  and  a  good 
lunch.  The  charge  for  boat  and  two  boatmen  is 
53.  per  day,  including  their  lunch,  and  I  must  say 
they  are  the  most  willing  men  I  have  met.  As 
to  the  fishing,  I  consider  it  very  good  for  the 
time  of  the  year.  During  my  stay  of  five  days 
I  caught  five  pike,  one  of  which  I  am  having  set  up 
by  Williams  &  Sons,  of  Dublin,  also  several  perch. 
On  the  fly  I  caught  seven  trout,  the  smallest  of 
which  was  21b.,  and  the  largest  a  grand  gillaroo 
trout  of  5Ib..  which  I  am  also  having  set  up  at 
Williams'.  Considering  the  weather  was  bad,  as 
there  was  a  strong  east  wind  blowing  during  my 
short  stay  of  five  days,  I  consider  my  catch  very 
good  for  tJme  of  year,  and  I  am  looking  forward  to 
another  visit  next  year  at  Pat's. — Yours  faithfully, 
Armley.  T.  H.  Roach. 

Dear  Sir, — The  long  letter  signed  by  "Fly  Rod," 
who  apparently  was  a  visitor  to  my  hotel  in  August 
last,  must  certainly  be  amusing  to  many  of  the 
readers  of  your  widely-circulated  journal.  He  asks 
for  reliable  information  "  re  the  sport  obtainable  in 
August  next,"  yet  poses  as  an  authority  on  hotel 
proprietors,  boatmen,  and  so-called  professional 
fishermen.  Surely,  if  his  knowledge  extends  to 
these  it  does  to  the  fishing  also. 

Every  line  of  his  communication  is  very  mis- 
leading. From  an  exceedingly  limited  experience 
of  these  waters  he  jumps  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
are  worthless,  yet  there  is  ample  proof  to  the 
contrary,  proof  which  extends  over  many  years. 
Unfavourable  weather  had  more  to  do  with  his 
want  of  luck  probably  than  boatmen  or  professional 
fishermen.  To  use  his  own  words  he  may  have 
flogged  both  Corrib  and  Mask  without  ever  rising  a 
fish,  yet  he  admits  his  weakness  in  acknowledging 
that  some  good  ones  were  caught.  He  wishes  for  a 
fishing  where  he  can  make  baskets  of  trout  averaging 
lib.  But  can  he  dap,  can  he  fish  the  artificial  fiy  ? 
My  boatmen  tell  me  he  can  do  neither.  He  mentions 
Mr.  Goodwin's  able  articles  in  your  paper,  but  I  fail  to 
understand  why,  if  these  articles  induced  him  to  visit 
Ireland,  he  did  not  confine  himself  to  the  ground 
traversed  by  Mr.  Goodwin.  He  is  quite  correct  in 
stating  that  there  is  only  one  hotel  m  Clonbur,  but 
he  is  absolutelv  incorrect  in  stating  the  terms  in 
which  anglers  live  in  it,  and  fish  and  shoot  from  it. 
He  says  £3  lOs.  per  week,  exactly  the  pame  figure 
as  some  of  the  best  London  hotels.  He  forgets, 
however,  to  mention,  in  common  with  other  such 
gentlemen  as  himself,  that  the  £3  10s.  includes 
collecting  him  from  Ballinrobe  by  car,  a  distance  of 
ten  English  miles,  sending  him  back  to  the  station, 
the  same  distance,  and  providing  car  and  driver 
each  day  to  and  from  his  fishing  and  shooting,  which 
in  some  cases  extends  to  five  or  six  miles  distance. 
All  these  are  included  in  my  charge  of  £3  lOs.  per 
week.  And  it  is  unfair  for  any  gentleman  who  has 
stayed  with  me  to  endeavour  to  so  mislead  your 
readers  as  "  Fly  Rod  "  has  endeavoured  to  do. 

The  only  extra  charge  in  connection  with  fishing 
or  shooting  from  this  hotel  is  the  charge  made  by 
the  boatman  or  the  attendant  on  the  shooting  man. 
The  following  facts  will  prove  that  there  is  no 
inducement  required  on  my  part  for  gentlemen  to 
stay  at  my  hotel.  Anglers  visit  me  and  fish  here 
year  after  year,  _some  of  them  twice  a  year,  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  following  gentlemen  were  here 
during  August  last,  some  of  them  in  company,  doubt- 
less, with  "Fly  Rod  "  : — Messrs.  Rawhnson,  Smith, 
Deane,  Carson,  Dr.  Denison,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  O.Veal, 
one  of  the  local  English  clergy  at  Rochester.  He 
came  here  on  the  lecommendation  of  Mr.  F.  C. 
Boucher,  also  a  Rochester  rerident,  who  fished  from 
Clonbur  in  June  last,  and  v  ill  be  here  again  this 
week,  wl)i(fh  will  make  his  eiijhteenth  visit  during 
the  past  nine  years.  If  the  fi-fhing,  shooting,  and 
accommodation  are  as  has  been  represented  by 

h'\y  Rod,"  the  above  gentlemen,  who  are  but  a 
few  of  the  many  anglers  who  mak?  the  Mount 
Gable  Hotel  their  headquarters,  must  be  foolish 
indeed  to  continue  their  patronage. 

How  on  earth  he  could  expect  to  have  shooting 
for  partridges,  snipe,  woodcock,  and  any  amount  of 
wildfowl  in  August  I  leave  your  readers  to  consider 
ior  themselves.  That  he  would  have  found  plenty 
of  these  birds  here  in  proper  season  I  still  maintain. 


With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  I  cater  for 
my  guests,  is  it  necessary  for  me,  sir,  to  say  any- 
thing ?    Surely  my  table  is  sufficiently  well  known 
an-.ong  English   anglers  who   visit  this  part  of 
Ireland ;  but  I  would  say  that  as  a  rule  those  who 
have  least  to  expect  at  home  are  in  the  habit  of 
finding  most  fault  with  that  which  they  meet  with 
abroad.    The  diflflculty  I  have  to  contend  with  in 
connection  with  the  fishing  from  this  hotel  is  that, 
like  niost  big  waters  in  Ireland,  both  loughs  are 
erratic ;    hence    sometimes    gentlemen    will  get 
phenomenal  baskets  of  fish,  and  this  leads  to  many 
visitors  expecting  similar  sport.    Another  time  a 
casual  visitor  to  the  hotel,  such  a  one  as  "Fly 
Rod,"  goes  away  disappointed,  but  it  is  seldom 
these  gentlemen  treat  me  so  unfairly  as  he  has 
done,  for  surety  I  am  not  to  blame  that  pounder 
fish  cannot   be  basketed  day  after   day  in  the 
loughs  and  surrounding  waters.    As  to  my  boat- 
men, again  I  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  your  readers, 
well  knowing  that  many  of  them  are  perfectly 
satisfied  with    the  attention    and  civility  they 
receive  from  my  men.    That  your  correspondent 
may  get  more  enjoyment  out  of  some  other  part  of 
Ireland   which  he  may  visit    I  sincerely  wish, 
but  I  am  afraid,  unless  he  materially  increases 
his  skill   both   with  rod   and  gun,   some  other 
poor    unfortunate    hotel    proprietor    wOl  suffer 
equally  with  myself   in  some  other  district.  I 
would  not  have  bothered  you  with  the  letter,  only 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  protect  the  reputation  of  the 
fishing  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  that  of  my 
own  hotel,  from  such  misleading  and  undeserved 
criticism. — Yours  faithfully,        John  A.  Joyck. 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  Ireland. 


Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  read  with  interest  and 
sympathy  the  account  of  "Fly  Rod's"  recent 
unhappy  experience  of  Mask,  and  as  I  have  myself 
fished  the  Clonbur  end  this  August  perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed  to  add  mine  to  his.  On  the  question  of 
mutton  I  am  "  with  him  all  the  way." 

Many  a  morning,  sir,  have  I  speculated  upon  the 
chances  of  that  "  leg"  lasting  yet  another  day,  and 
when,  having  landed  for  luncheon,  with  a  faltering 
hand  I  have  unwrapped  my  package  of  sandwiches 
to  find  that  the  ingenuity  of  our  Celtic  carver  had 
been  more  than  equal  to  the  occasion,  I  have  groaned 
in  spirit.  Others  too,  seated  on  the  shores  of  this 
beautiful  lough,  must  have  groaned  in  company.  I 
might  add  a  word  on  the  Lough  Mask  chicken,  but 
refrain. 

Compared  with  that  of  your  correspondent  my 
sport  was  good.  Generally  half  a  dozen  or  more 
good  trout  a  day  ;  the  fish  often  ros9  well,  but  took 
badly.    No  dapping. 

I  am  open  to  correction,  of  course,  but  I  believe 
that  there  is  at  present  only  one  place  (Summer- 
ville's)  on  the  shores  of  the  Lower  Mask  taking  in 
anglers.  The  accommodation  here  is  clean  but 
crude,  limited,  and  for  its  quality  not  too  cheap. 
This  is  surely  a  most  surprising  state  of  affairs. 
Conn  has  quite  a  quantity,  is  not  so  large  a  lough, 
and,  in  my  opinion  at  least,  has  not  better  fishing. 
It  ctinnot,  too,  in  point  of  beauty,  compare  with 
the  former  lough. 

Will  not  same  gentleman  with  hotel  experience 
take  pity  on  us  ? — Yours  truly, 

Ham  Sandwich. 


Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  interest  "  Fly  Rod's  " 
letter  in  issue  of  Sept.  26.  I  stayed  the  whole  of 
July  and  first  week  in  August  at  Clonbur  end  of 
Mask,  and  my  experience  also  was  that  there  was 
little  chance  of  getting  a  good  basket  of  trout  with 
artificial  fly.  My  best  day  was  six,  but  I  always 
considered  myself  lucky  if  I  got  three  trout.  I  was 
told  before  I  went  that,  except  in  the  May  Fly 
season,  it  is  essentially  a  trolling  lough,  and  I  am 
fully  convinced  that  is  the  case. 

I  would  not  advise  anyone  with  a  short  holiday, 
and  who  does  not  troll,  to  go  to  Lough  Mask  in  the 
expectation  of  good  baskets.  As  "  Fly  Rod " 
says,  you  may  flog  for  hours  and  even  for  days 
without  a  rise. — Yours  truly. 

Not  Disappointed. 

CANNIBAL  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — From  my  experience  of  that  pretty 
River  Kyll  last  Whitsuntide,  I  rather  doubt  if 
"  Seelumd  "  would  find  a  quill-minnow  or  fly-spoon 
effective,  though  tliey,  and  the  Magnet  or  Halcyon, 
might  be  worth  a  trial.  I  fouxid  the  larger  trout, 
especially  in  the  strong  rough  streams,  took  a  small 
Devon  very  freely,  as  did  also  chub  and  large  bleak  ! 
The  Miller's  Thumb  Devon  (J.  E.  Miller,  of  Leeds) 
was  the  pattern  I  used,  in  silver  or  gold  colour,  the 
latter  for  choice. 

Of  course,  it  cannot  be  cast  like  a  fly,  but  can  be 
easily  chucked  out  far  enough  for  ordinary  purposes 
with  an  extra  stiff  fly-rod.  It  is  rather  rough  on 
the  top-joint,  but  I  keep  a  spare  one  to  my  favourite 
weapon  for  use  whenever  I  am  going  in  for  the 


alternate  fly  and  minnow  work,  which  is  the  best 
way  to  succeed  on  a  river  of  such  varying  character 
as  the  Kyll.— Yours  truly,      Chas.  A.  Payton. 
Calais,  Sept.  29. 


HE  CANNOT  BELIEVE  ROACH  HAVE 
TEETH, 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  bit  of  a  fisherman  myself, 
and  having  heard  an  old  angler  tell,  as  I  thought,  a 
very  "  tall  "  story  as  to  roach  having  a  set  of  teeth, 
which  he  positively  asserts  he  has  seen  taken  from 
the  fish,  I  write  to  ask  whether  you  would  kindly 
answer  my  inquiry  in  your  valuable  "  Answers  to 
Correspondents"  column  in  the  ordinary  way.  My 
informant  not  only  says  he  has  seen  them  extracted, 
but  has  offered  to  produce  some  sets  that  have  been 
taken  from  roach  of  over  lib.  weight.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — Yours  faithfully, 
Streatham.  Walter  G.  Jeitert, 

[Many  anglers,  like  Mr.  Jeffery,  who  have  not 
seen  them  do  not  believe  that  roach,  tench,  chub, 
carp,  and  other  members  of  the  carp  family  have 
teeth.  They  should  examine  the  fish,  and  they  will 
find  they  have  all  got  good  teeth  in  the  throat.  In 
fact,  if  he  gets  a  21b.  or  31b.  chub  and  puts  his 
finger  down  the  fish's  throat  he  will  probably  find 
the  teeth  are  there  all  right. — Ed.] 


TOOL  FOR  KILLING  FISH  AFTER  CATCHING 
THEM. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  issue  of  Sept.  26  of  your 
valuable  paper  there  is  an  illustration  of  a  very 
useful  little  article,  which  I  believe  you  call  a 
"  prisst."  Herewith  I  enclose  a  similar  tool,  which 
I  use  for  the  same  work  as  the  "  priest  " — namely, 
killing  fish.  I  could  supply  anyone  with  the  instru- 
ment, the  price  of  which  is  4d.  post  free. — Yours 
truly,  Albert  Spurr. 

7,  Star  Buildings,  Pontefract,  Yorks. 

[Mr.  Spurr's  "  priest  "  is  similar  to  that  illus- 
trated in  Fishing  Gazette  last  week,  only  it  has  a 
round  bullet.  It  is  well  worth  4d.,  and  if  every 
angler  kept  one  fastened  to  a  string  secured  inside 
the  creel  or  bag  his  fish  would  keep  better  and  eat 
better  when  killed  directly  they  are  caught.  Mr. 
Spiu-r's  little  instrument  would  kill  any  fresh-water 
fish  I  should  say. — Ed.] 

ANGLERS'  PERSONAL  COMFORTS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  J.  F.  F.,"  under  the 
above  heading  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  26,  I 
find  that  nailed  boots  are  as  indispensable  for 
fishing  as  for  shooting.  I  wear  a  well-nailed  pair 
of  shooting  boots  for  grayling  fishing  during 
winter  months,  when  I  do  not  wade,  and  from  a  long 
experience  along  the  banks  of  very  rocky  rivers,  I 
am  quite  certain  the  percentage  of  "  croppers  " 
would  be  much  greater  in  unnailed  boots  than  with 
boots  nailed,  although  I  slipped  and  fell,  spraining 
my  ankle  very  badly,  from  which  I  suffered  many 
months,  early  in  January  last,  when  wearing  a  pair 
of  well-nailed  shooting  boots.  I  have  tried  boots 
without  nails  ;  also  fitted  with  discs  of  india-rubber, 
but  they  are  not  in  it  with  boots  properly  nailed,  and 
in  rough  wading  in  waters  of  the  character  of  the 
Yorkshire  rivers,  brogues  without  nails  to  wade  over 
slippery  boulders  and  limestone  slates  would  be  abso- 
lutely useless,  although  I  have  proved  the  "  Red- 
spinner  Brogue"  (Scafe's patent)  with  a  combination 
of  india-rubber  discs  and  nails  in  the  heels  and  soles 
to  be  safe,  but,  of  course,  accidents  will  happen 
however  well  you  are  shod  and  careful  you  may  be 
at  times. — Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Leeds.  — 

FISHING  QUARTERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  often  see  queries  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  as  to  fishing  quarters.  I  have  lately  taken 
a  house  near  Newcastle  West,  co.  Limerick,  and  find 
it  a  most  convenient  centre  for  trout-fishing,  as  there 
are  several  good  rivers  and  streams,  holding  fair- 
sized  brown  trout,  within  a  moderate  distance. 

The  Deal,  one  mile  from  this,  gives  sport  at 
salmon  in  spring,  and  holds  some  large  trout,  and  is 
specially  suited  for  the  dry  fly.  The  Dooalley  is  a 
nice  stream  rvmmng  by  the  town,  and  the  Daar  is 
only  half-a-mile  off.  Then  if  one  keeps  a  horse  and 
trap,  there  is  the  Allenahoun,  a  very  nice  little 
brown  trout  river,  holding  an  occasional  white 
trout,  six  miles  off.  The  Feale,  a  fine  salmon  and 
trout  river,  nine  miles'  drive,  also  reached  by  rail  ; 
and  the  Mague,  one  of  the  best  brown  trout 
rivers  in  Ireland,  is  about  the  same  distance.  All 
these  rivers  are  absolutely  free  to  trout-fishers,  and 
the  portion  of  the  Deel  near  Newcastle  West  can  be 
fished  for  salmon  free  of  charge.  In  the  winter  an 
ac*;ive  man  could  get  a  few  snipe  and  an  occasional 
wild  duck.  House  rent  is  very  moderate,  and  sup- 
plies of  food  cheap.  Should  any  of  yovu-  subscribers 
think  of  coming  here  I  shall  be  glad  if  I  can  be  of 
use  in  procuring  a  place. — Yours  truly,        J .  M. 

Newcastle  West,  co.  Limerick. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 


[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  229;] 
The  Fishing  Gazettb  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Taclde  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FlSHIsa  GAZETTB,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.   Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10*  M. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5*.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2».  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12«.  6d 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   8  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  5*.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cola,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  mutt  arrive  not  later  than  tv>o  o'clock  on 
Wedntsdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  HIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  88  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORj 


Resignation   of   "  John   Bickbrdyke  "-  and 

RESUMPTION  BY  '•  ReD  SpINNER  "■  OF  THE 

Angling  Editorship  of  the  Field. 
Just  as  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  going  to  press  I 
leam  that  in  consequence  of  private  affairs  Mr.  C. 
H.  Cook,  "John  Bickerdyke,"  is  in  a  position  to 
practically  relinquish  journalism  and  devote  him- 
self to  other  forms  of  literature  at  his  leisure.  The 
regret  of  losing  "  John  Bickerdyke "  as  angUng 
editor  of  the  Field  is  lessened  by  the  fact  that  the 
editor  in  chief,  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  will  resume 
nominal  control  of  the  angling  department,  with 
a  capable  assistant  to  perform  the  practical  work.- 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook's  services  to  angHng  and  angling 
literature  are  too  well  known  to  need  mention.  I 
hope  that  he  will  not  desert  us  altogether,  and 
wish  him  all  happiness  and  success  to  enjoy  the  rule 
of  country  gentleman  and  riparian  owner,  which  he 
will  now  assume. 


To  Fight  Flannel  Weed.- 

Herr  S.  JafEe  kindly  sends  some  further  sug- 
gestions re  flannel  weed :  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  been  away  from 
home,  and  have  only  just  seen  your  issue  of 
Sept.  19  and  Mr.  Wadham's  interesting  report  on 
his  experiences  with  the  flannel  weed.  No  doubt 
both  caddis  worms  and  water-snails  feed  largely 
on  algaj  (particularly  on  the  flannel  weed).  Its 
floating  masses  afford  an  admirable  bed  for  the 
spawning  of  the  water- snail  (Limnea  peregra  and 
stagnalis) — all  the  more  attractive  because  the 
thermometer  will  show  that  the  temperature  of 
the  water  in  and  just  near  the  patches  of  the 
flannel  weed  will  during  sunshine  exceed  that  of 
the  free  surface  of  the  pond  by  several  degrees.  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  snails  and  caddis 
worms  will  do  only  very  Uttle  towards  diminishing  a 
bad  growth  of  flannel  weed.  Out  of  a  pond,  ten  by 
twenty- five  yards  surface,  which  is  specially  devoted 
to  the  growing  of  Limnea  peregra,  we  scoop  out 
quite  12cwt.  of  snails  in  a  season,  and  still  find  the 
bottom  of  the  pond  covered  with  snails  and  the 
surface  of  the  pond  full  of  flannel  weed  when  we 
let  it  off  in  autumn. 

-"  Mr.  Wadham  does  not  seem  to  have  tried  the 


sausage  algae  {Enter omorpha  intestinalis)  as  a  counter- 
poise to  the  flannel  weed; 

"If  he  has  a  smalUsh  pond  at  his  disposal  on 
which  he  could  grow  sufficient  to  give  in  another 
year  a  fair  trial  to  his  larger  pond,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  send  him  a  box  of  the  sausage  weed,  and  I  think 
he  will  find  that  the  objections  to  duckweed  and 
watercress  do  not  apply  to  this  peculiar  plant.- 

"Mr.  Wadham's  experience  that  higher  class  plant 
life  (in  his  case  hornworts)  can  successfully  fight 
the  lower  class  algaj  confirms  my  own. — Yours  very 
sincerely,  "  S,'  Jaffe. 

5'  Sandfort  Trout  Fishery, 

i'  Osnabriick,  Hanover." 


Is  IT  QUITE  Sportsmanlike  ? 

A  plea  for  the  remission  of  taxation  on  sporting 
guns  is  made  in  the  County  Gentleman. 

"  We  have  never  been  able,"  it  says,  "  to  recognise 
the  justice  of  taxing  the  shooter  while  the  angler 
goes  free.  The  gun,  like  the  fishing-rod,  is  a  mere 
instrument  of  sport ;  but  while  one  has  to  pay  a 
paternal  Government  the  sum  of  £3  annually  for 
permission  to  shoot  one's  pheasants  or  partridges, 
one  can  land  salmon  without  tax  or  licence  at  all." 

The  County  Gentleman  seems  to  be  unaware  of 
the  fact  that  licences  to  fish  for  salmon  and  trout 
are  required  in  every  part  of  Great  Britain  except 
Scotland,  but  even  if  they  were  not,  is  it  quite 
sportsmanlike  to  resent  shooters  being  taxed 
because  another  class  of  sportsmen  are  not  taxed  ? 

Canadian  Trout< 

Mr.  E.  B.  Kennedy,  who  has  been  fishing  in 
Canada,  writes:  — 

"Deanyers,  Alton,  Hants.- 

"Dear  Marston, — I  enclose  two  specimens 
of  what  I  may  call  Canadian  trout.  Are  they  not 
true  Fontinalis?  One  w'as  painted  by  a  naval 
friend,  Mr.  Burgess  Watson.'  The  other  is  a  half 
skin  I  took  off  a  fish.  They  were  both  J-pounders. 
The  painted  specimen  represents  one  caught  in  clear 
waters :  whilst  the  dark-skinned  one  was  taken  in  a 
peaty  stream.- 

"  It  was  whilst  staying  at  Halifax,  N.S.,  this  last 
June  and  July,  that  my  son,  accompanied  by  one 
of  his  brother  ofi&cers,  took  me  some  miles  through 
the  bush  to  a  stream  which  he  had  previously  dis- 
covered. Discarding  the  large  and  gaudy  trout 
flies  which  are  universally  used  by  the  local  fisher- 
men, be  put  up  the  finest  of  casts  and  the  tiniest  of 
flies.  In  the  mouth  of  the  painted  fish  may  be 
seen  one  of  these — a  very  small  double-hooked 
March  Brown,  a  great  favourite  of  mine  in  Scan- 
dinavia. With  this,  and  other  flies  as  small,  he 
made  nice  bags  of  trout  upon  several  occasions  ;  no 
large  specimens,  though  some  of  them  ran  up  to 
lib.,  and  one  I  weighed  brought  the  steelyard  to 
lib.  3oz.  These  fish  were  in  perfect  condition,  -with 
pink  flesh,  as  a  rule.  When  first  out  of  the  water 
their  bodies  seemed  covered  with  liquid  gems — a 
picture  of  glittering  beauty,  picked  out  as  they 
were  with  bright  orange  spots  above  and  crimson 
ones  below  the  line,  each  of  these  latter  surrounded 
by  a  faint  blue  halo  which  soon  faded. 

"  The  white  edging  to  the  fins  and  the  crimson 
belly  would  surely  point  to  a  char  strain  ?  I  should 
like  to  have  your  opinion  concerning  this. 

"  The  above  mentioned  stream  at  one  place  flowed 
into  a  swamp,  forming  a  narrow  and  deep  lake 
about  half  a  mile  long.  This  water  was  unapproach- 
able from  the  shore  owing  to  a  continuous  margin 
of  water  lilies. 

"  One  day  we  started  off  from  Halifax  with  axes 
and  a  ball  of  spim  yarn.  Having  arrived  at  the 
swampy  lake  we  soon  had  a  raft  afloat,  the  logs 
being  smartly  bound  together  by  the  expert  hands 
of  my  naval  companions.  By  this  means  more 
trout  were  secured,  specially  at  the  upper  end  and 
■wider  portion  of  the  lake  where  the  stream  entered, 
though  the  fish  did  not  increase  in  size  as  we  had 
hoped  in  these  deeper  waters. 

"  Later  on  in  the  month  of  August  we  moved 
to  Quebec,  drove  thence  some  ten  miles  up  the 
historical  Montmorency  river,  but  only  took  small 
trout  in  that  part  of  the  beautiful  valley. 

S'Many  miles  up  this  river,  in  the  club  water, 
these  fish  were  taken  daily,  running  up  to  over 
4|lb.,  and  I  regretted  much  that  time  did  not 
permit  of  my  sampling  these  private  waters  when 
invited  to  do  so. — Yours  very  truly, 

"Edw.  B.  Kennedy; 

"  P.  S. — Had  I  had  time  I  would  have  tried  to 
get  you  a  specimen  of  the  trout  the  Americans 


named  after  you,  Salmo  Maratonii,  on  the  Gaspo 
side  of  the  St.  Lawrence." 

I  sent  the  skin  of  the  fish  Mr.  Kennedy  sent  mo 
to  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R;S.,  and  he  kindly 
identified  it  as  Salmo  fontinalis,  the  American  brook 
trout;  As  for  Salmo  Marstonii,  as  I  have  said 
before,  I  believe  it  is  "  all  my  eye,"  and  I  shall  not 
see  one  before  I  die  ;  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Kennedy 
all  the  same.  I  see  in  Messrs.  Jordan  and  Ever- 
mann's  recent  work  on  the  "  Food  and  Game  Fishes 
of  America '-  they  give  the  Marston  trout  a  very 
good  character,  and  say  it  "  must  be  classed  among 
the  most  beautiful  and  active  of  American  game 
fishes." 


Sporx  on  the  Tay — Protection  v.  Salmon 
Culture. 

As  will  have  been  seen  from  our  reports,  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Tay  has  been  very  good  of  late; 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  was  out  on  the  last  day  of 
September,  and  killed  eight  salmon,  one  a  lovely 
spring  fish  of  191b.,  on  a  "Wilkinson."  He  tells 
me  that,  though  they  occasionally  get  a  spring  fish 
in  October,  this  is  the  first  he  has  ever  seen  in 
September. 

I  asked  Mr;  Malloch  if  by  "spring  fish"  he 
meant  one  of  the  fish  which  usually  run  in  the 
earliest  months  of  the  year,  and  do  not  spawn  until 
nearly  the  end  of  it.  I  also  asked  him  if  he 
knew  of  any  instance  where  artificial  hatching 
and  planting  of  salmon  or  sea-trout  had  really  been 
successful  in  Scotland;  I  doubt  if  anyone  has  had 
so  much  practical  experience  as  Mr;  Malloch,  and 
his  answer  is  very  important  in  my  opinion;  It 
will  be  seen  that  he  says  he  does  not  know  where 
such  attempts  have  been  really  successful; 

Mr.  Malloch  says : — 

"  In  answer  to  yours,  a  spring  fish,  or  what  we 
call  a  spring  fish,  is  a  fish  on  its  way  to  Loch  Tay, 
and  would  not  spawn  until  November,  1904;  It 
is  the  same  as  we  get  at  the  opening  in  January; 
I  have  killed  an  occasional  one  in  October,  but 
never  before  in  September.  Lord  Cairns  killed  one 
at  Cargill  (171b.)  this  week;  We  got  them  both — 
male  and  female — in  October;  The  fish  that  I  got 
would  stay  at  least  thirteen  and  a  half  months  in 
fresh  water  before  it  would  spa-wn;  I  cannot  tell 
whether  spring  fish  are  ever  barren;  I  have  never 
seen  one.  All  I  have  ever  seen  opened  had  either 
milt  or  roe  in  them.  I  do  not  know  where  artificial 
hatching  and  stocking  -with  salmon  or  sea-trout 
has  been  really  successful;  If  people  would  only 
let  up  more  fish  to  spawn  we  would  not  require 
artificial  hatching.  You  have  only  to  look  and  see 
what  we  have  done  on  the  Tay;  No  one  living 
ever  saw  so  many  fish  in  the  river;  If  we  could 
only  get  cold  weather  to  make  them  take  some 
rods  would  get  thirty  in  a  day. — Yours  truly, 

"P.  D.  Malloch," 

IzAAK  Walton  and  His  Friends. 
Messrs.  Chapman  and  Hall  send  me  a  copy  of  an 
interesting  gossipy  book  by  Mr.  Stapleton  Martin, 
M.A.,  which  they  have  just  published.  The  author 
does  me  the  honour  to  mention  my  Walton  books 
sometimes  as  being  by  R.  B;  Marston  and  at  others 
as  by  Mr.  Marsden.  I  hope  to  notice  his  book 
presently;  I  was  amused  to  find  that  on  page  13-t 
he  says:  "  Everything  Walton  did  or  possessed  is 
of  deep  interest  to  the  Waltonian,"  and  on  page 
136 :  "  The  very  puerile  question  has  been  raised 
by  Mr;  Marston  whether  Walton  kept  a  horse. "- 
On  his  own  showing  it  is  a  matter  of  "  deep 
interest,-  so  how  can  it  be  puerile  ?  I  do  not  see 
why  one  may  not  speculate  about  W^alton's  horse 
as  much  as  Montaigne's  cat  or  Poe's  raven;  Mr; 
Martin  adds :  "  Certainly  Walton  once  refers  to 
'my  horse'  when  referring  to  baits  for  bream.'-  I 
am  afraid  Mr.  Martin  followed  my  lead  into  a 
mistake,  as  I  think  Walton  was  only  quoting  what 
some  angling  friend  said,  and  the  horse  was  his 
friend's. 

New  Editions  of  Dr.  Henshall's  Books'about 
THE  Black  Bass,  etc; 

From  the  following  pleasant  letter,  which  I 
received  the  other  day  from  Dr.  James  A:  Henshall, 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  he  is  preparing  new  editions  of 
his  capital  books  about  the  black  bass;  Of  course 
I  shall  be  glad  to  let  him  have  Venus  and  Cupid; 
Pompeii  was  destroyed  on  Aug.  24,  a.d.  79,  or 
1823  years  ago,  but  the  wall  painting  from  which 
the  charming  illustration  I  had  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  was  taken  may  have  been  painted  long 
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before  the  fatal  eruption  of  Vesuvius;  Anyway, 
the  doctor  is  much  nearer  the  date  of  the  painting 
than  I  was  in  saying  "  more  than  a  thousand  years.'  - 
When  I  saw  Dr.-  Henshall  last  he  told  me  he  believed 
our  want  of  success  with  the  black  bass  was  due  to 
our  having  tried  the  wrong  kind,  but  I  fancy  we 
tried  both  the  large  mouth  and  the  small  mouth; 
In  the  new  editions  of  his  works  I  hope  the  doctor 
will  give  larger  and  clearer  illustrations  of  the 
American  style  of  casting  from  the  reel.- 

i'-  Bozeman,  Montana,  U.S.  A;,- 

"  Sept.-  20,  1903. 

"  Dear  Mb.-  Mabston,— I  am  preparing  a  new 
and  revised  edition  of  the  'Book  of  the  Black 
Bass '  and  More  about  the  Black  Bass,'  the  plates 
of  the  former  edition  having  been  destroyed  by  fire 
last  spring,  when  the  building  and  stock  of  the 
Robert  Clarke  Company,  at  Cincinnati,  were  totally 
consumed.'  In  the  new  edition  both  books  will  be 
embodied  in  one  volume,  and  much  of  the  matter 
in  the  former  editions  will  be  eliminated,  and  new 
matter  substituted  in  order  to  bring  the  subject 
down  to  date.'  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  time 
ago  there  was  the  picture  of  Venus  and  Cupid  fly 
fishing,  taken  from  a  picture  in  your  possession, 
which  it  was  stated  was  a  reproduction  or  copy 
of  a  wall  painting  at  Pompeii,  and  was  probably 
more  than  a  thousand  years  old;  I  would  like  to 
reproduce  the  cut  in  my  new  book  if  you  are  willing; 
If  from  Pompeii  it  would  be  more  than  two  thousand 
years  old;  Will  you  kindly  give  me  some  particulars 
concerning  the  painting  in  your  possession^  if  you 
consent  to  my  using  it; 

"  With  renewed  expressions  of  my  warmest 
regard,  and  with  my  thanks  for  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
from  which  I  get  much i information  and  keen  enjoy- 
ment, I  remain,  yours  very  sincerely, 

??J;  A;  Henshall.'' 

I  am  sure  we  should  be  glad  to  hear  how  Dr. 
Henshall  is  getting  on  with  his  grayling  culture 
and  distribution; 


A  Fine  Caep  on  a  Fine  Hook; 
Mr;  J;  Gillett,  of  40,  Fetter -lane,  sent  up  for  me 
to  see  last  Monday  a  very  fine  Thames  carp  of  81b. 
It  was  caught  on  Oct;  3  by  Mr;  Wm;  Day,  fishing 
with  A;  Turner,  at  Twickenham,  just  above  Eel 
Pie  Island,  off  the  Middlesex  shore;  The  bait 
was  a  small  cube  of  bread.-  The  fish  gave  twenty 
minutes'  fine  sport;  I  have  seen  the  hook,  which 
was  one  of  Messrs;  Gillett's  No;  11  roach  hooks  on 
the  finest  drawn  gut;  I  congratulate  Mr;  Day  on 
getting  such  a  fine  fish;  It  was  weighed  by  Mr; 
Brown,-  of  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Twickenham, 
and  is  to  be  set  up  by  Mr.  Gillett; 

A  Fine  Bass  on  a  Fine  Hook; 
Mr;  R;  Warren  Vernon^  of  6,  Capston-cresc6nt, 
Ilfracombe,  tells  me  that  on  Oct.  3,  when  fishing 
from  the  pier  there  for  mullet,  with  rod  and  fine 
tackle  and  one  of  Messrs.  S.  AUcock's  Perfect  Model 
eyed  hooks,  he  hooked  and,  after  fifteen  minutes' 
fight,  killed  a  bass  of  101b;  I  certainly  agree  with 
Mr.  Vernon  that  it  speaks  well  for  these  excellent 
hooks — they  are  made  of  finer  wire  than  usual,  but 
Messrs;  AUcock  claim  that  they  are  equally  strong, 
as  in  the  bend  the  wire  is  flattened  sideways.;  Not 
many  fish  fight  better  than  a  big  sea  bass; 

R;  B;  MaRSTON. 


NOEFOLK  ANGLING. 
THE  SUMMER  SEASON  1903; 


With  the  advent  of  October  the  Broadland 
season,  both  for  yachting  and  angling  (with  the 
exception  of  pike  and  roach  fishing),  practically 
comes  to  an  end.  Though  a  few  hardy  spirits  of 
the  yachting  fraternity  may  still  remain,  or  even 
newly  appear  on  the  scene,  to  dare  the  chill  blasts 
or  morning  fogs  of  October,  and  a  local  yacht  or 
two  may  be  seen  spreading  their  wings  like  belated 
butterflies  on  some  unusually  bright  Sunday  or 
Thursday  afternoon,  the  different  yachting  and 
angling  stations  display  a  heterogeneous  collection 
of  house  wherries  and  yachts  stripped  of  rigging 
and  with  bare  spars,  dinghies  and  fishing  punts 
pulled  up  ashore,  and  launches  "hooded  and 
caped,''  all  waiting  to  go  into  their  snug,  dry 
winter  quarters  in  the  capacious  sheds  adjoining 
the  river;  Even  the  homeward  rush  in  the  trains 
is  over,  the  private  lodgings  no  longer  display  the 
legend  i'.  Apartments  '5  in  their  windows,  and  the 


river  is  most  days  the  habitat  only  of  the  solitary 
trading-wherry  skipper,  the  eel  catcher,  and  the 
marshman; 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  or  uninstructive  to 
glance  over  the  features  of  the  past  season  as 
regards  yachting  and  angling;  The  first-named 
subject  can  be  briefly  dismissed  with  the  remarks 
that,  although  as  many  as  three  consecutive  fine 
days,  or  perhaps  at  most  five,  may  have  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  a  few  favoured  mortals,  taken  as  a  whole, 
a  more  disgusting  and  depressing  summer  from 
a  pleasuring  point  of  view  scarcely  is  within  the 
writer's  and  others'  recollection;  The  clearest  sky, 
with  an  easterly  breeze  in  the  evening,  failed  (as  is 
usually  the  case)  to  give  any  correct  presage  of  a 
fine  day  following  thereupon;  Indeed,  the  easterly 
breezes  were  contrary  to  usual  expectation,  accom- 
panied this  year  with  a  most  phenomenal  amount 
of  rain;  Notwithstanding  all  these  discomforts, 
the  number  of  boating  visitors  to  the  district 
during  late  July  and  August  was  very  large — 
larger,  a  great  deal,  than  the  devotee  exclusively 
of  angling  altogether  cares  to  see;  but  anglers 
must  not  forget  that  the  rivers  are  not  for  their 
sole  gratification;  An  important  feature  was  the 
very  great  increase  of  houseboats  and  steam  and 
petrol  launches,  which  seem  to  be  graduaUy  tending 
to  displace  sailing  craft ;  indeed,  more  than  once 
the  opinion  has  been  expressed  that  in  a  few  years 
hence  the  houseboat,  with  its  attendant  launch,  or 
dinghy,  will  have  usurped  first  place  in  the  pre- 
dilections of  the  general  body  of  visitors,  although 
a  moderate  number  of  sailing  enthusiasts,  especially 
those  devoted  to  racing,  will  remain. 

As  regards  angling,  the  most  interesting  subject 
to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  summer 
season  in  Broadland  of  1903  is  but  a  meagre  tale 
— poor  both  in  telling  and  reading;  The  spawning 
season  was  both  late  and  cold,  thousands  of  roach 
and  bream  not  having  spawned  and  "cleaned'- 
before  well  into  July;  On  the  river  Thurne, 
thousands  of  fish  were  killed  by  unusually  high 
salt  tides,  which  affect  this  river  on  account  of  its 
proximity  to  the  sea,  more^  perhaps,  than  either 
the  Bure,  Ant,  or  Upper  Waveney,  although  great 
damage  is  sometimes  done  on  the  Yare,  which  is 
considerably  tidal  up  to  as  far  as  Norwich;  These 
salt  tides,  especially  if  occurring  at  a  time  when 
the  fish  are  weak  and  ill-conditioned  from  recent 
spawning,  work  great  havoc  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  East  Norfolk  rivers,  particularly  amongst  pike, 
which  are  yearly  becoming  scarcer  in  our  waters. 
It  is  probable,  also,  that  if  they  reach  the  lower 
spawning  grounds  the  salt  water  must  exercise  a 
highly  prejudicial  effect  upon  them; 

Almost  all  anglers  I  have  discussed  the  matter 
with  seem  to  be  agreed  that,  upon  the  whole,  fish 
of  all  kinds  have  been  most  noticeably  off  the  feed 
this  season;  While,  of  course,  hardly  any  season 
is  so  bad  that  it  does  not  provide  a  few  individual 
good  bags,  taken  all  round  it  has  been  the  tamest 
season  that  an  experience  of  more  than  twenty-five 
years  of  the  waters  of  the  district  has  afforded  me. 
Even  small  roach — of  which  formerly  one  might 
easily  land,  say,  from  three  thousand  to  five 
thousand  from  the  end  of  June  to  September, 
fishing  for  a  few  hours  two  or  three  times  a  week 
— have  been  at  most  times  most  difficult  to  catch, 
even  to  those  knowing  the  best  spots,  in  any 
quantity;  That  this  is  partly  the  effect  of  in- 
creased education  and  increased  boating  traffic  is 
unquestionable,  for  already,  now  the  river  is 
quieting  down,  they  commence  to  feed  more  freely; 
But  even  in  private  and  partly  preserved  waters 
the  same  disinclination  to  feed  freely  has  been 
noticeable.  In  the  upper  waters  local  anglers  need 
not  pay  so  much  attention  to  this,  as  they 
are  all  distinctly  better  autumn,  winter,  and 
early  spring  fishings  than  summer  sections,  but  in 
the  deep  lower  sections  and  broads,  which  are 
eminently  suited  to  summer  bottom  angling,  this 
comparative  failure  of  the  summer  sport  has  been 
exceedingly  disappointing  to  its  devotees.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that,  as  far  as  local  anglers  at  least  are 
concerned,  the  autumn  and  winter  angUng  may 
hold  some  compensations  for  the  very  indifferent 
sport  afforded  by  the  summer  months; 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  19  appeared  a 
(quoted)  article  concerning  the  "  foolish  apathy 
which  exists  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  regarding  the 
closing  of  the  Broads.''  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
go  into  the  legal  aspect  of  the  question,  which 
would  open  an  enormous  field  of  argument,  although 
it  may  incidentally  be  remarked  that  a  clear  defini- 
tion of  the  word  '-'  tidal  -J  would  be  desirable,  and  I 


believe  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  tidal  finnock 
and  sea-trout  fishing  heavily  charged  |for  in  Scot- 
land and  elsewhere,  although  it  is  possible  that 
these  private  fisheries  were  or  were  not  granted 
"  prior  to  Magna  Charta '-  to  the  individuals  claim- 
ing them;  Whether  the  occasional  impulse  upwards 
of  an  exceptionally  strong  tide,  twenty-five  miles 
below,  upon  the  usually  descending  body  of  perfectly 
fresh  water,  as  at  Wroxham  (which  place  is  curiously 
enough  represented  as  being  "  as  tidal  as  the  Thames 
at  Gravesend  -' — does  the  writer  of  that  article  mean 
legally  or  actually  ?  if  the  latter,  anyone  knowing 
the  Broad  can  only  smile  at  such  inaccuracy),  makes 
a  river  legally  tidal,  I  have  not  legal  authorities  at 
hand  to  determine,  but,  casting  aside  all  forensic  con- 
siderations, the  public  cannot  too  readily  realise  that 
in  their  general  interests  as  anglers  and  naturalists 
it  is  these  restrictions  upon  the  Broads  that  save 
them  from  utter  ruin.  Already  no  disinterested  or 
unprejudiced  observer  will  deny  that  the  rivers 
carry  yearly  a  heavy  burden  of  rods,  while  the 
enormously  increased  launch  traffic,  and  that  of 
yachts  of  far  heavier  tonnage  in  some  cases  than 
formerly,  has  had  a  most  disastrous  effect,  added  to 
that  of  far  more  salt  tides  in  the  estuarial  reaches, 
upon  the  spawning  operations.  Were  it  not  for 
the  few  hundreds  of  acres  of  quiet  and  partly 
protected  or  entirely  private  Broads,  such  as 
South  Walsham,  Woodbastwick,  Salhouse,  Wrox- 
ham,  Ranworth,  Hickling,  and  Barton,  and  many 
minor  broadlets  where  fish  and  fowl  can  propagate 
undisturbed  by  the  angler,  or  poacher,  or  the 
syren  and  wash  of  the  launch  or  yacht,  the 
public  would  soon  find  that  as  regards  Broad- 
land angling  it  would  be  a  case  of  them  crying 
"Ichabod"  indeed.  It  was  the  existence  of  these 
very  Broads  which  induced  the  late  Frank  Buckland, 
who  rightly  regarded  them  as  enormous  natural 
breeding  stews,  to  enunciate  that  (in  view  of  later 
developments)  unfortunate  (and  many  competent 
observers  think  much  abused)  opinion  that  no 
close  time  for  coarse  fish  was  necessary  for  Norfolk 
or  Suffolk;  Anglers  (in  the  best  sense)  who  witness 
the  slaughter  of  spawning  pike  in  the  ditches  in 
April,  and  the  stones'  weight  of  roach,  rudd,  and 
bream  killed  in  April,  May,  and  early  June,  regard 
that  opinion  with  as  much  favour  as  they  would  the 
opening  of  all  our  waters  to  the  all-the-year-round 
fish-hog  or  the  gunner,  whose  insatiable  thirst  for 
the  slaughter  of  every  feathered  object  that  crosses 
his  vision  never  dies.  It  was  found  necessary  not 
long  since  to  pass  a  bye-law  prohibiting  shooting 
on  the  rivers  for  the  absolute  safety  of  those  taking 
their  legitimate  pleasure  on  them,  and  to  protect 
many  of  our,  until  recent  years,  prior  to  the 
"Broad  boom,"  fairly  abundant  birds,  such  as 
kingfishers,  grebes,  black-headed  gulls,  etc.,  from 
becoming  extinct.  Similar  legislative  measures 
may  become  expedient,  in  a  time  not  far  distant, 
in  connection  with  Broadland  angling;  and  were 
the  owners  of  the  waters  in  question  to  relax  their 
hold  upon  them,  they  would  most  probably  (as 
was  the  case  some  years  ago  on  one  noted  Broad, 
as  to  which  the  then  owner  was  perfectly  in- 
different) soon  become  subjected  to  unseasonable 
and  excessive  fishing  and  shooting,  noise,  disorderly 
behaviour  and  general  confusion.  Whether  such  a 
state  of  affairs  would  be  of  benefit,  or  agreeable  to 
the  angler,  artist,  naturalist,  or  family  man  seeking 
a  quiet,  enjoyable  hoUday,  I  must  leave  to  the 
unprejudiced  reader's  decision.      C.  H.  Taylor, 


"IN  EAELY  AUTUMN.' 


In  a  recent  article  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  I  stated  that  the  river  Yore,  by  virtue  of 
its  situation,  was  competent  to  rank  as  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  trout  streams  in  Yorkshire ;  and 
my  reasons  for  so  soon  again  reverting  to  Wensley- 
dale,  through  which  this  river  has  fashioned  its 
sinuous  course,  are,  first,  that  on  my  initial  visit 
my  description  was  unaccompanied  by  illustrations  ; 
next,  that  the  river  throughout  my  stay  was 
unusually  low,  causing  me  to  be  very  circumspect 
in  my  report  lest  those  anglers,  more  familiar  with 
the  Yore  than  myself,  should  accept  my  statements 
with  reserve ;  and  last,  that  I  could  offer  no  prac- 
tical observation  of  the  grayling  fishing,  for  which 
the  Yore  is  famous,  in  that  it  was  then  the  fence 
season  for  S.  thymallus.  Another  journey  into  the 
vale  of  the  Yore  was  attended  by  more  favourable 
conditions,  the  river  being  in  excellent  ply,  and  I 
have  now  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Yore 
should  vie  with  the  best  of  English  rivers  and 
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afford  undisguised  satisfaction  to  anglers  from  a 
distance.  I  was  again  fortunate  in  securing  the 
companionship  of  the  Major ;  and  so  well  had  we 
previously  fared  at  the  King's  Arms,  Redmire, 
that  we  determined  to  renew  its  acquaintance ; 
nor  were  we  disappointed,  our  reception  being,  if 
possible,  even  heartier  than  before. 

The  chief  feature  of  Redmire,  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view,  is  its  central  position — one  can  fish 
at  will,  up  or  down  the  river,  and  at  the  close  of 
day  entrain  back,  all  the  railway  stations  being 
within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  river,  and  the 
service  of  trains  synchronises  conveniently  with 
one's  desires; 

On  reaching  the  inn  we  learned  that  we  were 
the  only  angling  visitors  expected,  whereat  we 
inwardly  rejoiced  to  think  that  we  should  have  a 
large  tract  of  water  to  ourselves ;  although  I  am 
confident  had  either  taxed  the  other  with  elation 
at  the  announcement  the  reflection  would  have 
been  firmly  repudiated. 

What  a  selfish  man  the  angling  enthusiast  is  to 
be  sure !  It  is  characteristic  of  him ;  sport  is  the 
very  breath  of  his  nostrils.  In  every  other  respect 
he  is  generous  to  a  fault,  but  as  an  angler  with  the 
true  instincts  of  sport  inherent  in  him  his  disposi- 
tion imdergoes  a  rapid  change. 
t  Let  us  picture  the  precautionary  measures  he 
adopts  to  ensure  his  being  in  indisputable  possession 
of  the  beat  of  the  river  he  has  selected. 

First  he  commences  to  search  the  river's  fringe 
for  imprints  formed  by  the  brogues  of  some  angler 
who  may  have  got  to  work  earUer  than  himself^ 
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If  he  find  the  tell-tale  traces,  and  is  of  opinion 
that  they  are  fresh  and  lead  in  the  direction  in 
which  he  himself  proposes  to  fish,  his  brow  will 
ominously  darken,  and  with  a  muttered  exclamation 
he  will  snatch  up  his  yet  unopened  tackle  and 
proceed  to  track  the  author  of  the  footprints  with 
all  the  cunning  of  a  North  American  Indian.  Then 
when  he  has  come  up  with  his  quarry — whether 
stranger  or  friend — he  will  contrive  to  remain 
unseen,  and  make  a  detour  to  reach  a  point  of  the 
river  whence  he  has  a  clear  field  ahead,  while  the 
other  angler  fishes  on  complacently  until  he  reaches 
the  water  quite  recently  occupied  by  our  wily 
enthusiast,  now  well  in  advance,  when — unless  he 
be  a  man  of  keen  perception — he  vainly  wonders 
why  the  fish  have  gone  off  the  feed,  never  for  one 
moment  attributing  the  reaction  to  the  duplicity  of 
another  angler  in  the  person  of  our  enthusiast,  who 
has  literally  wallowed  in  the  water  the  other  is 
perseveringly  flogging  for  a  rise.  And  yet  our  crafty 
subject,  who  has  no  qualms  in  having  tricked  his 
opponent,  and  simply  revels  in  the  success  of  his 
manojuvres,  is  the  same  man  who  will  offer  half 
his  catch  to  a  less  fortunate  angler,  and  is  ever 
willing  to  dispense  his  knowledge  of  the  fine  art  for 
the  gratification  of  the  veriest  tyro;  Yes !  angling 
has  a  tendency  to  inculcate  in  one,  in  a  mild  form, 
the  spirit  of  selfishness. 

There  is  a  hngering  charm  in  September  trout 
fishing  that  is  reminiscent  of  the  month  of  April. 
Trout  that  in  the  three  preceding  months  have 
only  risen  very  indifferently  in  the  daytime,  seemj 
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when  September  makes  its  advent,  to  emulate  their 
April  tactics. 

Gradually  the  supply  of  larvaD  is  decreasing,  and 
the  fish,  as  if  aware  of  the  fact,  as  no  doubt  they 
are,  seem  bent  on  having  a  good  time  while  the  food 
lasts; 

The  autumn  trout  fisher  looks  upon  September 
as  a  second  April,  since  the  rise  commences  about 
10  a.m.  and  ends  about  4  p.m.- 

I  had  purposely  arranged  my  visit  to  the  Yore 
this  time  to  have  a  final  cast  at  the  trout  ere  they 
left  the  main  stream  to  propagate  their  species  in 
the  tributaries ;  and  in  order  to  gain  an  insight  of 
the  grayling  fishing,  which  is  at  its  zenith  during 
the  months  of  October  and  November. 

The  late  Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt,  for  many  years  angling 
editor  of  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post,  was  a  frequent 
visitor  to  the  Yore,  and  in  his  book,  "An  Angler's 
Basket,''  which,  alas!  he  never  lived  to  see  through 
the  press,  he  wrote :  "  You  may  laugh  as  you  like 
about  the  delights  of  a  frosty  winter's  day  on  the 
banks  of  the  bonny  bright  Yore,  -  Ye  gentlemen  of 
England,  who  live  at  home  at  ease,'  but  I  should 
like  to  see  the  state  of  excitement  into  which  some 
of  you  would  get  as  your  mite  of  a  red-tipped  float 
came  jauntily  down  the  eddying  ripples  here,  just 
where  this  rough  and  tumbling  stream  tails  off  into 
a  fine  eddy,  and  runs  merrily  on  for  fifty  yards  or 
more  before  it  calms  down  in  the  broad  still  pooL 
There  is  the  rosy  atom  of  a  float  in  the  clear  water, 
while  all  the  banks  and  all  the  bare  branches  are 
sUvered  over  for  your  delectation.  The  January 
breeze  is  not  so  unkind  as  you  imagined  early  this 


morning  when  it  caught  you  by  the  throat  at  the 
comer  of  the  street,  and  whispered  asthmatically 
of  bronchitis;  Here,  in  the  open,  there  are  no 
funnels  down  which  it  can  rush  with  maHgnant 
anger  to  emerge  at  the  other  end  like  an  Arctic 
fury,  and  space  gives  freedom,  and  freedom  begets 
kindness,  so  the  winter  wind  touches  you  but 
slightly,  and  you  are  ready  to  admit  that  even  to 
your  feet,  now  deep  in  the  water,  you  are  warm  as 
a  husband's  toast.'' 

Pritt  was  a  keen  votary  of  grayling  fishing,  and 
the  perusal  of  the  foregoing  extract  caimot  but 
evoke  a  feeling  of  intense  sadness  by  reason  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  premature  death  of  the  author 
who  succumbed  to  a  chill  contracted  while  fishing. 
"An  Angler's  Basket,'2  a  bright,  instructive 
work  on  angling  in  all  its  branches,  teeming  with 
humorous  anecdotes,  is  a  welcome  addition  to  an 
angler's  bookshelf. 

A  typical  autumn  morning  greeted  us  on  emerging 
from  the  inn  early  on  the  day  following  our  arrival. 
Overnight  a  sharp  frost  had  lightly  silvered  the 
pastures,  imparting  quite  a  touch  of  winter  to  the 
scene ;  but  the  sun  soon  gained  power  and  diffused 
its  grateful  warmth,  causing  the  dew  to  scintillate 
with  pleasing  effect,  and  the  late  blossoms  sheltering 
in  the  hedgerows  to  uncurl  their  delicate  petals^ 

But  King  Frost  is  in  no  hurry  to  depart  despite 
all  that  old  5' Sol'"  is  doing  to  accelerate  his 
departure.  In  sheltered  nooks  he  still  lurks,  and 
bids  defiance  to  his  arch  enemy;  yet  he  cannot 
long  withstand  the  attack^  for  the  noonday  ra^a 
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will  search  him  out  and  compel  him  to  evacuate 

his  po&itioas 

And  now  at  the  turning  of  the  lane  the  smiling 
Yore  is  seen  deep  down  in  the  valley  sparkhng 
like  a  ribbon  of  burnished  silver  as  it  meanders 
•  midst  a  panorama  of  picturesque  confusion,  its 
sun -kissed  ripples  dancing  merrily  onwards  to  the 
strains  of  an  ever  ceaseless  melody;  The  first 
illustration  represents  a  view  on  the  Yore  half  a 
mile  above  Redmire;  It  is  a  capital  sheet  of  water 
for  early  trout  fishing,  best  approached  upstream; 
In  this  stretch  of  the  Yore  we  failed  to  rise  a 
grayling,  although  we  landed  a  brace  and  a  half  of 
trout;  but  it  possesses  all  the  essentials  of  a  gray- 
hng  stream  in  that  the  bed  of  the  upper  portion  is 
formed  of  fine  gravel,  the  depth  of  water  varying 
from  two  to  three  feet  or  so ;  and  I  should  assume 
that  in  the  course  of  another  month  the  grayling 
will  be  well  distributed  over  this  reach  of  the 
Yore; 

Next  we  approach  a  long  flat  of  unbroken 
shallow  water,  on  which  we  discerned  both  trout 
and  grayling  rising,  the  latter  being  distinguishable 
from  the  former  by  their  slow  deUberate  manner  of 
rising,  or  rather  their  partiality  for  rolling  on  the 
surface  after  securing  the  fly,  as  is  often  evidenced 
by  one  being  too  late  in  striking  when  fly-fishing 
for  grayUng;  Indeed  at  times  one  cannot  strike 
too  quickly.  Here  we  took  five  grayling,  three 
being  victimised  by  the  Snipe  and  Yellow,  and  the 
others  by  the  August  Brown; 

_  Pritt,  though  he  was  an  excellent  fly  fisher,  put 
his  trust  in  bright  red  cockspur  worms  as  a  lure  for 


grayling  fishing  on  the  Yore — that  is,  I  should  say, 
only  when  the  season  was  far  advanced; 

When  contributing  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  paper 
describing  my  June  visit  to  Wensleydale,  I  referred 
to  the  salmon  parr,  or  smolts,  as  being  an  un- 
mitigated nuisance  in  the  Yore.'2  If  they  were  an 
annoyance  then,  they  are  more  so  in  the  fall  of  the 
year;  every  other  cast  or  so  on  some  streams 
resulted  in  our  hooking  one  of  these  pests,  some- 
times two  at  a  cast;  The  river  is,  to  put  it  mildly,- 
simply  stiff  with  them,  and  sportive  fish  though 
they  are,  their  detention  is  an  unpardonable 
offence; 

Plentiful  as  are  the  smolts  I  don't  think  it  would 
profit  one  to  take  out  a  salmon  licence  exclusively 
for  the  Yore; 

Onward  through  the  vale  we  wander,  at  times 
thigh  deep  in  bracken  already  changing  to  tints  of 
pale  yellow  and  golden;  A  sound  similar  to  pro- 
longed peals  of  distant  thunder  assails  our  ears,- 
gradually  increasing  in  volume  as  we  hasten  forward.- 
"  Aysgarth  Force  "  murmurs  the  Major.  Soon  we 
reach  the  confines  of  the  wood,  whence  an  imposing 
spectacle  imfolds  before  us;  A  huge  wall  of  angry, 
pent  up  water  is  continuously  forming  and  hurling 
itself  over  three  ledges  of  jagged  rockj  rebounding 
in  showers  of  fine  spray  as  it  is  received  into  a 
seething  cauldron  below;  Beowx  Owl; 
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EOACH  FISHING  AS  PEACTISED 
IN  YOEKSHIEE. 
By  f'BAZ.'.i 

The  title  of  this  article  is  somewhat  of  a  mis- 
nomer ;  it  ought  rather  to  read,  "  Roach  Fishing  as 
it  should  be  practised  in  Yorkshire. '•- 

The  rivers  of  the  broad-acred  county  present 
fishing  grounds  so  diversified  in  character  that  to 
be  uniformly  successful  the  angler  must  be  brimful 
of  resource  and  always  ready  to  adapt  himself  to 
the  existing  conditions  of  weather  and  water.-  To 
eutice  large  roach  from  the  deep  swims  of  the 
Derwent,  between  Mai  ton  and  Hutton's  Ambo,  the 
shallow  eddies  and  slacks  below  Bra£Eerton-on- 
Swale,  or  from  the  "  plain water  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boroughbridge  on  the  Yore,  requires  the  practice 
of  methods  so  far  removed  from  each  other  that  an 
habitue  of  one  of  these  streams  might  be  excused 
for  finding  himself  all  at  sea  when  fishing  for  the 
first  time  away  from  his  favourite  river. 

In  any  water,  however,  certain  bye-laws  obtain 
which  must  never  be  forgotten  or  neglected  if 
success  is  to  be  achieved.  By  success  I  mean  the 
capture  of  big  roach,  no  true  sportsman  being 
satisfied  with  the  small  fry  which  almost  any 
novice  can  induce  to  bite.  In  clear  streams  one 
should  be  very  careful  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
water  is  approached,-  The  cover  of  a  bush  or 
clump  of  tall  reeds  should  always  be  sought  where 
practicable.  It  should  be  remembered  though,  that 
provided  the  fisherman  keep  perfectly  still  he  is 
less  visible  when  perched  quite  close  to  the  water 
with  a  background  of  green  than  when  standing 
on  the  skyline  perhaps  ten  yards  further  back. 
Roach  are  not  so  easily  driven  from  their  usual 
haunts  as  chub  or  trout,  but  once  let  them  get  a 
glimpse  of  you,  and  you  might  just  as  well  go 
home,  fish  in  a  "  peggy  tub,"-  and  have  the  addi- 
tional comfort  of  an  easy  chair,  a  long  pipe,  and  a 
glass  of  something  good.  Novices  invariably  think 
— most  erroneously  of  course — that  because  they 
can  see  no  fish  that  there  are  none  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  For  their  benefit  I  will  suggest  the 
following  plan:  Get  down  on  hands  and  knees 
and  creep  towards  the  top  of  a  bank  overlooking 
the  stream,  with  just  your  head  above  the  long 
grass,  and  watch  patiently.  Before  long  you  will 
be  rewarded  by  seeing  the  shadowy  forms  of  a 
couple  of  big  chub  or  a  shoal  of  roach  come  into 
view.  Flick  in  a  wasp  grub  or  two  and  they  will  in 
all  probability  be  sucked  in  with  alacrity.  If  you 
show  yourself  the  chub  will  be  the  first  to  disappear 
— no  rush  or  scamper,  but  they  will  just  seem  to 
sink  away,  and  you  will  find  it  hard  to  believe  that 
any  have  been  there.  The  roach  will  appear  to  be 
in  a  bigger  hurry  than  the  chub,  but  will  in  reality 
take  longer  about  the  business  than  the  latter.  A 
few  months  ago  I  fished  in  a  pegged  down  match 
at  BrafEerton  in  low  clear  water.  For  some  time 
previous  to  the  draw  for  places  the  members  amused 
themselves  by  walking  up  and  down  the  banks 
examining  the  "holes'-  pegged  out.-  The  result 
was  that  the  first  prize  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  man 
occupying  the  last  peg,  and  second  honours  to  the 
competitor  at  No.-  1 — convincing  proof  that  the 
fish  had  seen  quite  enough  of  their  would-be  captors 
before  the  match  commenced. 

Second  only  in  importance  to  keeping  well  con- 
cealed is  to  present  the  bait  in  as  natural  a  manner 
as  possible.:  The  fish — especially  bottom  feeders — 
know  very  well  that  "  feed "-  does  not  slide  off 
down  stream  in  a  straight  line.  Its  course  is 
modified  by  the  contour  of  the  river  bed,  the 
varying  strengths  of  the  currents,  and  so  forth,  and 
therefore  it  is  imperative  to  fish  as  light  as  possible. 
Let  the  first  shot  be  not  less  than  fifteen  inches 
from  the  hook,  for  the  bait  will  then  feel  the 
influence  of  inequalities  of  current,  little  eddies 
which  we  cannot  see,  and  the  like,  and  will  travel 
along  naturally.  Again,  in  clear  water  the  first 
desideratum  must  be  fine  tackle.-  A  three-yard 
cast,  tapered  very  fime,  is  plenty  short  enough.-  A 
breakage  will  occasionally  occur,  especially  in  con- 
fined waters — for  example,  an  overhanging  willow 
at  the  top  and  a  sunken  tree  at  the  bottom  of  the 
swim — but  it  is  better  to  have  hooked  and  lost 
than  never  to  have  had  a  bite.-  An  excellent 
float  can  be  cut  from  an  ordinary  beer  bottle 
cork,  and  when  made  should  be  about  one  and  a 
quarter  inch  long,  cylindrical  in  shape,  and  of  the 
thickness  of  a  penholder.-  A  single  rubber  cap  will 
.be  quite  sufficient  to  hold  the  line  securely  in 
position^   The  cork  has  the  appearance  of  a  bit  of 


floating  stick,  and  is  not  nearly  so  obtrusive  as  a 
quill.:    It  will  carry  two  or  three  very  small  shot.- 

The  mistake  is  often  made  of  fishing  with  too 
small  a  hook.-  Nothing  of  less  size  than  a  No.  12 
Crystal  should  be  tolerated  except  perhaps  in  very 
clear  water,  when  a  No.  14  will  be  temporarily 
useful  ia  swimming  a  single  maggot.  As  a  rule, 
however,  a  No,  10  or  11  will  be  found  to  be  none 
too  large. 

A  controversy  between  those  affecting  the  light 
roach  rod  of  from  10ft.  to  12ft.  and  the  wielders  of 
instruments  of  double  that  length  has  been  going  on 
for  some  time.  The  drawback  to  the  roach  pole  is 
undoubtedly  its  great  weight.-  If,  however,  the 
angler  can  once  accustom  himself  to  this  he  will 
never  go  back  to  the  shorter  rod.  In  weedy  rivers 
or  streams  with  reeds  growing  near  the  edges,  the 
eighteen  or  twenty  footer  holds  a  big  advantage. 
The  angler  has  far  more  control  over  the  movements 
of  a  hooked  fish,  can  turn  him  almost  at  will,  and 
can  prevent  him  from  running  into  the  weeds  or 
doubling  into  the  roots  of  bushes  growLag  in  the 
"  near  "  bank  of  the  river.  A  long  rod,  too,  enables 
one  to  cast  over  fish  which  could  never  be 
approached  with  a  weapon  of  the  shorter  variety. 

Choice  of  baits  will  depend  to  a  great  extent  upon 
water  and  season.  In  low  bright  water  the  lure 
cannot  be  too  small,  whilst  it  should  be  increased 
in  size  according  to  the  body  of  water.  The  rule 
"the  bigger  (the  water  the  bigger  the  bait"  is  an 
excellent  precept  to  follow,  and  it  should  be 
remembered  at  the  same  time  that  a  larger  bait 
should  be  used  in  fast  than  in  sluggish  streams. 
The  bait  should  be  impaled  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
appear  as  natural  as  possible.  For  instance,  a 
maggot  can  be  placed  upon  the  hook  by  passing 
point  and  barb  through  the  outer  portion  of  a  very 
tiny  bit  of  the  skin.  This  method  will  neither 
burst  nor  kill  the  bait,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
latter  will  preserve  its  characteristic  wriggle  for 
quite  a  long  time.  Working  on  the  same  hypothesis 
it  will  be  found  that  a  looped  worm  will  five  longer, 
and  is  therefore  more  likely  to  catch  the  eye  of  one 
of  the  denizens  of  the  deep  than  one  which  has  been 
threaded. 

By  far  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  intelligent 
feeding.  Most  anglers  are  content  to  dump  in 
haphazard  a  pint  or  two  of  gentles,  or  half  a  stone 
of  bran  and  bread.  A  bigger  mistake  could  not 
possibly  be  made.  The  amount  and  kind  of 
bottom  "  feed '-'  will  depend  entirely  on  the  character 
of  the  stream  fished.  Generally  speaking,  the 
Yorkshire  Derwent  will  take  almost  unlimited 
quantities  of  ground  bait,  while  the  Wharfe  will 
be  "sickened"  more  easily  than  the  Ure,  and 
less  feeding  will  be  needed  for  the  latter  than  for 
deeper  parts  of  the  Swalej  To  anglers  who  fish 
these  streams  the  reasons  are  apparent.;  A  good 
plan  when  fishing  fast,  strong  waters  is  to  fill  a 
small  Jpaper  bag  with  a  mixture  of  bran,  bread, 
wheat,  maggots,  and  a  big  stone.-  The  bran  and 
bread  will,  of  course,  have  been  previously  prepared. 
Tie  the  bag  up  tightly,  make  several  gashes  in  it, 
and  pitch  the  whole  into  the  water  above  the  top 
of  the  swim,  and  the  current  will  do  the  distributing 
business.  Give  the  place  half  an  hour's  rest  now 
and  again  to  I  give  the  gentlemen  at  the  bottom  a 
httle  confidence.  When  using  wheat  on  the  hook, 
a  ground  bait  of  boiled  rice  is  perhaps  better  than 
bran  and  bread.  Wheat,  however,  is  no  good  on 
fast  streams,  but  is  eminently  suited  for  steady 
slacks  and  sluggish  deeps.-  It  is  a  bait  that  anglers 
of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  might  use  more 
with  advantage  to  themselves,  for  often  the  biggest 
roach  can  be  tempted  with  a  succulent  looking  grain 
of  burst  wheat  when  they  will  look  at  nothing  else 
Paste,  too,  will  seldom  fail  to  account  for  a  good- 
sized  fish  when  "  live  -'  baits  are  more  or  less  of  a 
dead  letter.  It  is  not  nearly  so  difficult  to  search 
strong  deep  water  with  this  bait  as  would  at  first 
sight  appear.-  By  far  the  best  way  is — don't  smile 
— to  paternoster.  Plumb  the  depth  very,  very 
carefully.:  Then  fix  the  float  a  few  inches  higher 
than  the  sounding  says,  and  tie  a  small  ledger 
weight  at  the  extremity  of  the  gut — the  usual 
position  of  the  hookj  Some  six  or  eight  inches 
above  the  ledger  attach  a  hook  tied  on  to  eighteen 
inches  of  fine  gut.  Keep  a  tight  line,  and  the 
result  will  be  a  veritable  eye  opener,- 

Of  far  greater  moment  than  rod,  line,  bait,  and 
feed  is  the  ability  to  choose  water  which  is  likely  to 
hold  good  fish^  On  the  face  of  it,  to  lay  down  any 
hard  and  fast  rules  would  be  more  than  ridiculous. 
It  is  here  that  the  intelligent  and  thoughtful 
angler,  who  has  from  an  aggregation  of  experiences 


come  to  associate  certain  conditions  with  success^  I 
will  shine,  when  compared  with  his  happy-go-lucky  I 
confrire.    It  is  positively  painful  at  times  to  watch  | 
sportsmen,  who  would  be  highly  indignant  were 
any  suggestion  of  incompetency  made  regarding 
them,  fish  and  fish  barren  water  that  never  did  and  , 
never  will  hold  anything  of  decent  size.-  Careful 
plumbing,  a  study  of  the  surroundings,  and  a  deal 
of  thought  will  be  as  a  finger-post  to  the  intelligent 
angler,  pointing  out  to  him  the  differences  between 
good,  fair,  and  bad  water.  i 

In  the  foregoing  I  have  just  touched  generally 
upon  a  few  points,  any  one  of  which  might  with 
profit  be  amplified  to  an  extent  beyond  the  pre- 
scribed limits  of  this  article.  I  will  conclude  by 
advising  the  would-be  successful  follower  of  the 
immortal  Izaak  to  think  as  hard  as  he  did,  and  the 
improvements  in  the  tackle  of  to-day  will  do  the 
rest. 


"BEEAMING  ON  THE  NENE." 


Most  bream  fishermen  will,  I  feel  sure,  agree 
with  me  in  thinking  the  present,  or  shall  I  call  it 
the  past,  season  one  of  the  worst  of  recent  years, 
years  themselves  none  too  good.  Certain  it  is  that 
in  most  rivers  the  bream  have  simply  been  fished  out, 
and  in  swims  where  some  ten,  or  even  five,  years 
ago  one  could  be  certain  of  fifteen  or  twenty  fish  at 
an  outing  when  they  were  "  on  '•'-  to  net  a  brace  of 
decent  fish  is  nowadays  a  feat,  and  in  some  cases 
an  absolute  impossibiUty.  The  Ouse,  in  many  of 
its  reaches,  is  hardly  worth  fishing  for  bream,  and 
though  a  few  of  the  old  hands  still  try  year  after 
year  more  for  auld  lang  syne  than  because  they 
expect  to  catch  fish,  the  younger  generation,  more 
enterprising  in  their  ways,  have  betaken  themselves 
to  pastures  new.  Well  does  the  writer  recall  the 
now  departed  glories  of  Houghton  Wale,  and  more 
recently  of  Bluntisham  Staunch,  where  not  so  many 
years  ago  a  clerical  angler,  living  on  board  his 
yacht,  took  during  the  season  two  tons  of  fish.- 
The  fact  is  the  bream,  if  the  species  is  not  to 
become  as  extinct  as  the  great  auk.  must  give  up 
his  foolish  habit  of  priming  so  that  the  whole  of 
the  angling  populace  of  the  village  know  where  the 
shoals  are,  and  must  take  to  feeding  during  the 
daytime,  when  the  finest  tackle  will  be  necessary 
and  breakages  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  his  captors 
must  religiously  return  all  fish  under,  say,  21b. 

The  only  way  nowadays  to  make  a  decent  bag  ^ 
on  most  of  our  rivers  is  to  find  a  reach  where  per-  ^ 
mission  is  rarely  given,  and  the  fish  in  consequence  i 
get  a  chance  to  increase.  It  was  the  writer's  good  } 
fortune  recently  to  get  a  day  on  a  reach  of  this 
description  on  the  Nene,  which  is  doubtless  one  of  , 
our  best  rivers,  if  not  for  quantity  at  any  rate  for  j 
the  quality  of  its  fish,  on  one  occasion  yielding  to  I 
the  writer's  rod  six  fish,  weighing  232lb.  ' 

On  the  present  occasion  the  swim — a  deep  hole  ' 
with  overhanging  trees  surrounded  by  quite  shallow  ' 
water  and  off  the  main  stream — had  been  duly 
baited  with  a  couple  of  pails  of  fresh  grains  and  a  ] 
fair  amount  of  boiled  wheat,  an  excellent  but  ' 
somewhat  filUng  bait.    Tea  over,  the  three  of  us — ' 
"  Sully,'-  who  is  perhaps  the  best  bream  fisherman  f 
known  to  the  writer,  the  novice,  and  the  writer  -, 
himself — punted  some  half  mile  upstream,  trying  on 
the  way  some  hkely  chub  boughs  and  holes,  one  of 
which  yielded  a  brace  of  two  pounders  to  a  good-  : 
sized  Coch-y-Bondhu  fished  dry.    Once  on  the  ' 
island  a  large  rickcloth  was  spread  on  the  bank,  and 
we  started  float  fishing  in  some  nine  feet  of  water 
with  lobs  which  had  been  for  the  best  part  of  a 
week  scouring  in  fresh  moss,  and  were  as  tough  as 
possible,  and  lively  withal,  but  it  was  apparently 
too  early  for  the  bream,  and  after  an  hour  or  more 
had  passed  without  a  bite  we  made  for  home  and 
dinner,  leaving  our  impedimenta. 

Dinner  over,  "  Sully  '■'  and  the  novice  returned  to 
the  bream,  and  the  writer  spent  an  hour  in  the 
vain  endeavour  to  beguile  a  monster  chub  in  the 
staunch  pit  further  down  stream ;  the  aforesaid  fish 
has  several  times  risen  to  a  live  cockchafer  care- 
fully dibbed  by  a  promising  offspring  of  "  Sully 
but  had  never  fastened,  and  doubtless  still  wags  his 
wary  tail  just  out  of  the  rough  water.  On  the  night 
in  question  he  would  not  deign  to  take  the  least 
notice  of  Palmers,  Sedges,  Coachmen,  or  any  other 
fly  in  the  case,  and  had  to  be  reluctantly  given  upj 

On  returning  to  the  bream  hole,  it  appeared  that 
things  had  been  equally  slow,  for  with  the 
exception  of  a  loathsome  little  eel.  neither  ledger 
— it  had  grown  too  dark  for  the  float — had  been 
patronised,  and  our  enthusiasts  were  somewhat 


October  10,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


225 


damped  in  body  as  well  as  in  spirit,  as  it  had 
been  raining  for  some  half  an  hour  or  so.  Another 
hour  passed,  still  no  fish;  then  one  of  the  lines 
ran,  and  in  due  course  a  3J-pounder  was  netted, 


duly  admired  and  wetted.  I  have  tried  most  forms 
of  tackle  and  ways  of  ledgering  in  the  dark,  but 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  still,  or  prac- 
tically still,  water,  a  fair-sized  bullet  with  a  hole  you 
could  put  a  pea  through,  and  kept  in  its  place  on  a 
yard  of  gut  by  a  piece  of  match,  is  the  best ;  this  is 
cast  out  and  the  line  wound  up  till  the  bullet  can 
be  felt,  and  then  about  a  yard  of  line  coiled  and  a 
piece  of  white  cardboard  (a  pasteboard  is  as  good  as 
anything)  torn  half  through  and  put  on  the  line ; 
the  line  should  be  allowed  to  run  until  the  card 
catches  the  nearest  ring — by  these  means,  in  this 
water  at  any  rate,  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  miss  a  fish. 
We  now  had  some  half-dozen  fish  one  after  another, 
then  came  a  lull,  and  the  writer  blushes  to  say  he 
retired  to  the  welcome  folds  of  the  rickcloth  and 
dozed  off,  to  be  awakened  by  the  splashing  of  a  big 
one  which,  as  luck  would  have  it,  was  being  landed 
by  the  wily  "Sully"  on  the  sleeper's  rod,  and  which 
tipped  the  beam  at  51b.  exactly.  It  has  always 
been  my  ambition  to  catch  a  5-pounder ;  scores 
have  I  had  4^1b.,  some  half-dozen,  perhaps  more, 
4Jlb  ,  but  never  a  5-pounder,  and  now  by  a  bit  of 
infernal  laziness  am  still  as  far  off  as  ever.  Several 
fish  followed  in  fairly  quick  succession,  and  then 
another  interval  until  it  was  light  enough  to  use  a 
float,  when  we  had  some  four  or  five  more,  winding 
up  with  sixteen  bream,  two  chub,  and  the  before- 
mentioned  eel,  the  whole  weighing  just  over  501b. 
On  the  Sunday,  fishing  being  barred,  we  spent  the 
afternoon  taking  a  cast  of  the  5-pounder,  and  by 
fixing  the  whole  catch  to  a  door  covered  with  flags 
and  rushes  and  photographing  them;  they  made 
an  interesting  picture  and  formed  a  pleasing 
memento  of  a  decent  night's  fishing — may  it  be  no 
great  time  before  we  spend  such  another;    July  is 


generally  the  best  month  on  the  Nene,  and  ledgering 
at  night  with  well  scoured  lobs  the  most  deadly  way, 
though  I  have  known  fish  to  take  a  piece  of  white 
paste  when  they  wouldn't  look  at  a  lob  or  brandling ; 


but  the  most  important  element  in  success  is  to  be 
certain  the  fish  are  there,  as  they  shift  about  con- 
siderably if  there  is  sufficient  deep  water  available, 
and  imless  fish  have  been  seen  in  a  particular  reach 
it  is  hardly  worth  while  going  to  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  baiting  them  up  on  the  off  chance — at 
least,  this  is  the  opinion  of  Pelican. 


JIM  HEAKNS. 

The  present  representative  of  the  oldest  family 
of  fishermen  in  the  Ballina  district  is  Jim  HeamSj 
whose  photograph  accompanies  this  notice.  He  is 
a  son  of  the  famous  Pat  Heams,  of  Ballina.  He 
is  a  trustworthy  guide  with  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  various  waters  in  the  district,  which  extend 
to  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen,  the  numerous  tributary 
streams  which  feed  these  two  grand  expanses,  and 
also  of  the  smaller  loughs  in  the  hills,  which  give 
some  capital  brown  trout  fishing.  He  ties  very 
excellent  and  serviceable  flies,  and  is  abo  a  keen 
wild-fowl  shot,  and  is  as  reliable  a  pioneer  with  the 
gun  as  he  is  with  the  rod;  He  visited  the  1892 
Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Westminster  Aquarium, 
where  he  succeeded  in  winning  a  diploma  for  flies, 
etc.,  which  he  took  over  with  him.  Nine  years 
previously — namely,  in  1883 — at  the  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition  he  was  also  awarded  a  diploma 
for  flies,  and  another  at  the  same  exhibition  for  a 
general  exhibit  of  fishing  tackle.  The  value  of  local 
patterns  is  acknowledged  by  all  keen  sportsmen,- 
and  in  the  case  of  Hearns  there  is  no  doubt  that 
his  patterns  emanate  from  a  practical  fisherman, 
and  display  excellent  workmanship  in  the  dressing 
and  materials.  When  Heams  is  engaged,  as  often 
happens  in  summer  time,  his  sons  Harry  and  Pat,- 
who  are  now  growing  to  manhood  and  are  following 
in  the  footsteps  of  their  father,  are  available.  They 
are  civil  and  obliging  attendants.  At  the  present 
time  Jim  is  attached  to  Sirs.  Murtagh's  excellent 
Moy  Hotel  in  Ballina. 


THE  EECOED  ENGLISH  CAEP  (?) 

From  Mr.  T.  A.  Morris,  of  West-street,  Bourne, 
I  received  a  photograph  recently  of  the  monster 
carp  which  I  reproduce  this  week. 

Its  weight  was  291b.,  and  I  think  that,  although 
much  heavier  fish  have  been  taken  in  Germany, 
this  is  the  record  for  this  country.  Dr.  Day,  in 
his  "British  Fiahes,"  mentions  one  of  24Jlb.,  taken 
when  the  great  pond  at  Harllng,  near  Petersfield,- 
was  run  oft'  in  1858,  and  I  think  that  is  the  largest 
hitherto  recorded; 

This  291b.  fish  was  not  a  beauty  to  look  at,  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  it  was  photographed 
some  time  after  it  was  found. 

Mr.  Morris  tells  me  the  fish  was  found  on 
March  20  of  this  year  (1903)  by  a  keeper  at  the 
shallow  end  of  Wytham-on-the-Hill  Lake,  on  the 
estate  of  W.  Fenwick,  Esq.  Wytham  is  a  village 
four  and  a  half  miles  south-west  from  Bourne,  and 
eight  miles  from  Stanford. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  fish  got  stranded  in  the 
mud.  R.  B.  M. 


The  29lb.  Carp, 
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LINES  ON  FISHING  IN  SUTHEE- 
LANDSHIEE. 


I  ^VIlOTB  the  following  verses  after  a  pleasant, 
and  up  to  then,  a  successful  fishing  trip  in  Suther- 
landshire.'  But  August  brought  with  it  tropical 
heat,  and  our  loch  fishing  suffered  loss  as  a  con- 
sequence.- 

I  was  living  in  the  tiny  inn  at  Overscaig,  Loch 
Shin,  which  has  developed,  I  understand,  into  a 
most  comfortable  fishing  hotel;  I  think  there  were 
four  fishermen,  myself  included ;  and  we  filled  the 
house  to  overflowing;  It  was  said  of  the  coffee 
room  ( ? )  that  one  could  open  the  door,  hkewise  the 
window,  ring  the  bell,  and  poke  the  fire  without 
rising  from  the  chair — and  this  was  not  far  from 
the  truth; 

Having  got  permission  for  salmon  fishing  from 
the  Duke's  late  factor  (Mr.  Mclvor)  I  resolved  to 
exploit  Loch  Garbet  Beg  for  myself;  How  I  suc- 
ceeded my  lines  will  sufficiently  show," 

Rhiconichj  Rhiconich !  Come  hither  mail  car 
And  carry  me  off  to  new  foe  and  new  war; 
My  sulky  opponents  lie  lazily  here 
In  the  depths  of  Loch  Shin,  and  seldom  appear ; 
They  are  rascally  cowards,  afraid  to  show  face. 
So  a  fig  for  the  armour  which  covers  disgrace. 

Enough  of  Loch  Shin !  to  Rhiconich  I  go. 
Well  braced  up  for  battle  with  valiant  foe, 
I  hear  the  reel  shriek,  feel  the  thrill  of  the  run; 
See  the  bright  silver  side  which  he  flings  to  the  sun : 
Lo !  I'm  fighting  a  battle  which  hasn't  begun ! 

Farewell  to  Loch  Shin,  and  Griam,-  her  sister. 
She's  a  witch  when  she  smileth,  and  few  can  resist 
her ; 

Farewell  to  the  forest  where  roams  the  red  deer, 
Till  the  crack  of  the  rifle  shall  fall  on  the  ear; 
And,  thou  Cock-of-the-Walk,  who  so  proudly  looks 

o'er 

The  hills  that  surround  thee ;  Farewell  King  Ben 

More  ! 

Lochs  Griam  and  Shin  we  have  left  in  the  mist, 
Lochs  Merkland  and  More  we'll  soon  add  to  the  list. 
And  there's  just  a  suggestion  of  Grosvenor  Square* 
In  the  lodge  by  Loch  More  side,  away  over  there  ! 

Down  the  Laxford  we  drive  on,  and  so  in  a  crack 
We  turn  round  the  base  of  the  mighty  Ben  Stack. 
Ben  Stack  on  our  left  looms,  and  far  on  our  right 
Ben  Alkie  looks  dark  though  the  day  is  so  bright; 
While  between  them  the  loch's  laughing  waters 
now  lie 

Like  the  dangerous  glance  from  a  maiden's  dark  eye. 
Who  seeth  two  rivals  in  love  with  her  charms. 
Each  ready  to  prove  love  by  prowess  of  arms. 

But  still  down  the  river  the  rattletrap  sped. 
Till  the  stone  bridge  is  passed,  and  Rhiconich' s 
ahead  ! 

Get  a  glimpse  of  the  sea  as  onward  we  spin. 
And  in  due  course  alight  at  the  door  of  the  inn; 

Right  bold  are  the  mountains,  and  wild  is  the 

scene. 

But  my  thoughts  are  of  salmon ;  small  wonder,  I 
ween ! 

Lest  my  bag  prove  too  heavy  and  Tugal'  gets  tired 
A  trap  every  evening  to  meet  us  is  hired; 
For,  you  must  admit,  'tis  a  horrible  bore 
To  leave  half  the  salmon  one  gets,  on  the  shore; 

But  after  a  week  of  hard,  flogging  I  swore, 
"If  the  trout  in  Loch  Shin  sleep,  the  salmon 
here  snore.'' 

The  sun's  heat  was  awful;   "the  Heavens  like 
brass,'' 

While  j  Loch  Garbet  Beg  wore  a  surface  like  glass. 
At  last  welcome  thunder  brought  torrents  of  rain. 
And  the  very  next  day  I  was  counting  the  slain,  f 

So  here's  a'  your  healths,  frae  the  auld  whiskey 
keg, 

But   in  drought*  Heaven   keep  me;  frae  Loch 
Garbet  Beg!  M.;  ToD; 


*  Loch  More  Lodge,  the  chivrming  shooting-box 
of  the  Duke  of  Weatminstw,  whose  lamDy  name  is 
Qroavenor, 

t  Three  smaU  clean  fi^v 


ILLICIT  TEADE  "TAXES"  ON 
EOOD. 


To  THE  Editor;  Sir,— A  portion  of  the  nation 
is  now  greatly  alarmed  at  proposed  microscopic 
taxes  on  food;  Yet  the  country  calmly  submits  to 
avoidable  but  augmenting  trade  rings,  whose  com- 
mercial combinations  have  cornered  our  entire 
fresh  food  supplies  during  both  peace  and  war; 

"  Free  Trade  should  mean  free  dealing  between 
producer  and  consumer,  which,  owing  to  the 
machinations  of  the  middlemen,  has  been  made 
practically  impossible  in  the  British  empire.  Where- 
fore, despite  of  free  imports,  the  price  of  fresh  food 
in  England  still  compares  most  unfavourably  with 
that  of  some  other  countries — notably  Germany— 
where  the  trade  rings  are  less  powerful  and  less 
greedy,  and  where,  although  almost,  all  home- 
grown foods  and  food  imports  are  taxed,  yet  the 
actual  cost  of  food  to  the  consumer  is  far  less  than 
in  our  own  country; 

s'  A  Parliamentary  Return  as  to  the  prices  paid 
to  the  primary  fresh  food  producers,  and  those 
charged  to  the  consumers,  would  prove  that  the 
fresh  food  rings  of  market  middlemen  (who  do  not 
distribute  the  food)  are  a  grave  and  growing  danger 
and  disaster  to  the  trade,  the  progress  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  Empire. — I  am,  sir,  yours,  etc., 
*'J.  Lawbence- Hamilton,  M.R.O.S; 

-"  30,  Sussex  Square,  Brighton.'' 

[What  we  object  to  chiefly  is  foreign  and  colonial 
meat  being  pahned  off  on  us  as  home  produce, — 
Ed.]  

FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev,  Gkegoby  G,  Bateman,  A.KC. 

{Continued  from  page  192.) 
CHAPTER  X.  —continuedi 

The  following  Planorbes  are,  as  a  rule,  too  small 
for  the  ordinary  aquarium,  but  they  will  be  inte- 
resting, harmless,  and  useful  in  those  tanks  in 
which  fish  are  not  kept : 

Planorbis  contortus  is  a  Uttle  snail  found  on 
plants  in  clear,  stagnant  water  throughout  Britain, 
but  it  is  rather  local.  It  is  inactive.  Its  body  is 
almost  black  and  is  tinged  with  red.  Its  tentacles 
are  unusually  slender  and  of  a  brownish  colour.  The 
shell  is  about  ^in.  in  diameter,  and  of  a  brownish 
horn-colour ;  it  is  flat  above  with  a  concavity  in 
the  middle,  and  very  concave  below.  There  are 
eight  very  compact  whorls.  The  sutures  are  deep, 
and  the  aperture  is  narrow  and  crescent-shaped. 
This  snail  lays  about  seven  eggs  and  encloses  them 
in  an  orbicular  capsule.  The  fry  are  hatched  in 
from  ten  to  fourteen  days. 

Planorbis  glaber  is  found  in  widely  different  parts 
of  Britam,  but  it  is  very  local.  It  is  much  Uke 
P.  albus,  but  is  smaller,  more  glossy,  and  without 
the  raised  spiral  strise.  The  animal  is  described  as 
having  "  a  yellowish -grey  body  ;  tentacles  rather 
short,  cylindrical,  and  ending  in  a  blunt  point ;  foot 
rather  broad,  especially  in  front,  with  a  yellowish 
edge.".  The  shell  is  convex  above,  with  a  sUght 
depression  in  the  middle,  and  concave  below.  It 
is  of  a  brownish  horn-colour,  and  sUghtly  trans- 
parent. There  are  about  four  compact  whorls,  and 
the  periphery  is  round.  The  aperture  is  nearly 
round,  and  the  sutures  are  rather  deep.  This  Enail 
has  been  likened,  when  young,  to  the  Valvata 
cristata. 

Planorbis  nautileus  is  a  very  beautiful  Uttle  snail, 
taken  on  water-plants  in  the  lakes,  ponds,  and 
ditches  of  many  parts  of  Britain.  It  is  generally 
found  upon  the  under-side  of  broad,  floating  leaves, 
such  as  those  of  the  Pond  Weeds  (Potamogeton)  and 
the  Water-LiUes,  but  especially  upon  the  former. 
The  body  of  the  animal  is  greyish  and  is  spotted 
minutely  with  black.  The  shell  is  about  Jgin.  in 
diameter,  and  is  quoit-shaped.  There  are  three 
whorls,  the  body-whorl  being  larger  than  the  rest 
of  the  shell.  The  periphery  is  bluntly  keeled. 
This  small  snail  lays  from  three  to  six  eggs,  and 
encloses  them  in  an  orbicular  capsule.  The  fry  are 
hatched  in  about  twelve  days. 

The  Physas  connect  the  Planorbes  with  the  Lim- 
nseidse.    There  are  only  two  species  of  the  genus 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Qaeette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 


Physa  in  Great  Britain,  but  both  are  suitable  for 
the  aquarium.  The  Physse  can  be  easily  recog- 
nised by  their  sinistral  shells.  Sinistral  shells  are 
those  whose  coils  instead  of  winding  from  left  to 
right — that  is,  following  the  course  of  the  sun — 
wind  from  right  to  left,  the  way  an  ordinary  screw 
is  withdrawn. 

Physa  hypnorum  is  found  on  water-plants  in 
slow-running  streams  and  ponds  throughout  Britain. 
It  is  an  active  snail,  and  very  interesting  in  the 
aquarium,  especially  as  a  "  thread-spinner."  The 
body  of  the  animal  is  generally  dark  grey,  thickly 
covered  with  small  black  spots.  The  tentacles  are 
pointed  and  blackish  in  colour.  The  disc  is  narrow, 
and  ends  behind  in  a  sUghtly  pointed  tail.  The 
shell  is  about  ^in.  long,  and  is  spindle-shaped  ;  it  is 
of  a  dark  or  yellowish  horn-colour,  glossy,  and  semi- 
transparent.  There  are  five  or  six  whorls,  and  the 
spire  is  produced :  the  body -whorl  occupies  more 
than  half  of  the  entire  shell.  The  aperture  may  be 
described  as  pear-shaped.  P.  hypnorum  deposits  its 
eggs,  which  number  from  three  to  twenty,  in  a 
roundish  capsule.  The  fry  are  hatched  in  from 
sixteen  to  twenty  days. 

Physa  fontinalis  is  much  commoner  than  the  last 
species.  It  is  found  in  sluggish  or  stagnant  clear 
water  in  nearly  every  part  of  Britain.  It  is  fre- 
quently taken  upon  watercress.  This  mollusc  is 
also,  hke  the  P.  hypnorum,  a  very  busy  "  thread- 
spinner."  The  body  of  the  animal  is  dark  grey. 
The  tentacles  are  of  a  fighter  colour  than  the  body. 
The  disc  is  Ught  grey,  and  ends  behind  in  a  rather 
pointed  tail.  The  shell,  which  is  about  |in.  long,  is 
very  thin,  and  of  a  glossy  Ught  horn-colour.  There 
are  four  or  five  whorls,  the  body-whorl  more  than 
equalUng  half  of  the  shell.  The  spire  is  very  short, 
and  the  apex  is  blunt.  The  sutures  are  rather  deep  ; 
the  aperture  is  large  and  pear-shaped.  This  snail 
lays  from  three  to  twenty  eggs,  and  encloses  them  in 
a  roundish  capsule.  The  fry  are  hatched  in  from 
sixteen  to  twenty  days. 

Limncece  are  more  active,  greater  eaters,  and 
fonder  of  feeding  upon  healthy  growing  water- 
plants  than  any  of  the  molluscs  already  described  ; 
and  consequently  are  not,  on  the  whole,  so  suitable 
for  the  aquarium.  However,  some  of  the  Limncece 
are  useful  in  the  tank,  and  all  of  them  are  interesting 
there.  A  few  are  carnivorous  as  well  as  herbi- 
vorous. I  have  several  times  seen  snails  of  this 
genus,  especially  L.  peregra,  sharing  a  worm  or  a 
dead  fish  with  the  beetles,  Corixse,  and  the  Uke. 
Although  Limncece  will  eat  no  small  quantity  of 
necessary  vegetation,  they  are  at  the  same  time 
exceedingly  useful  in  clearing  away  confervse,  and 
in  acting  as  scavengers  generally. 

I  daresay  I  shall  be  laughed  at  by  some  people 
when  I  say  that  I  beUeve  that  a  taste  for  confervoid 
growth  can  be  cultivated  in  a  snail.  But  I  cer- 
tainly have  noticed  that  the  longer  some  of  the 
Limncece  are  kept  in  confinement,  the  less  they  eat 
of  growing  plants  and  the  more  of  confervse.  These 
snails  are  gregarious  for  the  most  part,  and  ex- 
tremely proUfic.  They  are  generally  found  in 
sluggish  or  stagnant  water,  crawUng  upon  the  mud 
or  adhering  to  and  feeding  upon  aquatic  plants, 
or  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  Each 
individual  is  both  male  and  female. 

Limncea  stagnalis  (Fig.  138)  is  a  very  elegant  snail, 
found  in  slow-running  and  stagnant  water  nearly  all 
over  Britain,  and  is  sometimes  called  the  "  Fresh- 


FlG.  138.     LlMN^EA  STAGNALIS. 


water  WheUi."  It  is  very  useful  in  the  aquarium 
as  a  consumer  of  confervae,  but  it  is  not  always 
wilUng  to  confine  itself  to  this  food.  It  should 
therefore  be  watched,  and  removed  directly  it  is 
seen  destroying  the  aquatic  plants.  I  have  had 
some  snails  of  this  species  which  Uved  almost  entirely 
upon  confervoid  growth,  but  they  were  those  which 
I  had  had  in  confinement  for  a  long  time.  This 
snail  when  irritated  sometimes  discharges  a  violet- 
coloured  liquids   It  is  also  occasionaUy  carnivorous^ 
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L.  stagnalis  is  not  by  any  means  diflScult  to  recog 
nise,  on  account  of  its  large  size  and  elegant  shape 
.  Its  body  is  yellowish -grey  with  a  bluish-green  tinge, 
\  and  mottled  with  brown  and  white.  The  tentacles 
I  are  flat  and  triangular.  The  disc  is  broad  and  has  a 
[yellowish  margin.  The  shell  is  about  IJin.  long,  of 
a  greyish-whits  or  yellowish  horn-colour,  and  is 
^sometimes  covered  with  some  extraneous  substance. 
There  are  from  six  to  eight  whorls,  the  body-whorl 
being  much  larger  and  more  swollen  than  the  others. 
The  spire  is  elongated,  and  tapers  gracefully  to  a 
fine  point.  The  sutures  are  rather  deep,  and  the 
aperture  is  almost  oval.  This  snail  encloses  its  eggs, 
sometimes  numbering  as  many  as  130,  in  an  orbi 
cular  capsule.  The  fry  are  hatched,  according  to 
the  temperature  of  the  water,  in  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  days. 

Limncea  auricularia  (Fig.  139)  has  a  greater  liking 
for  conferviB  than  L.  stagnalis,  and  is  therefore  more 
suitable  for  the  aquarium.    It  is  found  in  the  slug- 


FlG.   139,     LlMN^EA.  AUBICULAKIA. 

gish  streams,  lakes,  and  ponds  of  different  parts  of 
Britain,  but  it  is  not  a  very  common  species.  Even 
where  it  does  abound  it  frequently  escapes  capture, 
unless  properly  searched  for,  from  the  habit  it  has 
of  remaining  at  or  near  the  bottom  of  the  water. 
When  taken  it  is  easily  recognised.  The  body  of 
the  animal  is  a  greenish  dark-grey,  spotted  with 
small  black  spots  and  larger  white  ones.  The  ten- 
tacles are  flat,  triangular,  and  spotted  with  yellowish - 
grey  on  the  margins.  The  disc  has  also  a  yellow 
margin.  The  shell  is  about  lin.  long,  fin.  wide,  and 
of  a  light  yellowish  horn-colour.  There  are  four  or 
five  whorls,  the  body  whorl  being  much  larger  than 
all  the  rest  of  the  shell.  The  spire  is  short,  and  the 
apex  is  much  pointed.  The  aperture  is  very  large 
and  ear-shaped — -hence  the  specific  name.  The 
outer  lip  is  bent  backward  or  reflected.  L.  auricu- 
laria lays  about  eighty  eggs,  and  encloses  them  in  a 
somewhat  elliptical  capsule ;  they  are  hatched  in 
from  sixteen  to  twenty  days. 

[To  he  continued.) 


CLEAE  WATER  WOEM  FISHING 
EOE  TEOUT. 
(From  "Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams.''  *) 
By  H.  C,  Cotcliffe,  F.R.G.S.: 


{Continued  from  page  211.) 

CHAPTER  VIII.  —continued. 

The  worm,  though  so  universal  a  bait,  is  not  to 
be  relied  on  absolutely  as  the  best  at  all  times  ; 
it  will,  any  day,  some  time  or  other,  kill  trout,  and 
many  too  ;  but  there  are  other  baits  which  at  par- 
ticular times  wiU  kill  more,  so  that  no  keen 
sportsman  wdU  rest  satisfied  with  restricting  him- 
self to  the  worm,  and  excluding  all  other  means. 
When  the  trout  are  taking  the  worm  well,  there 
is  no  mode  of  fislung  so  destructive,  and  perhaps 
at  such  tinaes  none  more  pleasing  ;  but  they  will 
not  always  take  the  worm  well,  and  sometimes 
will  not  take  it  at  all.  It  requires  much  experi- 
ence accurately  to  estimate  the  relative  advan- 
tages of  particular  methods  of  fishing  at  any 
given  time — the  perfection  of  this  calculation  is 
the  highest  triumph  the  fisherman  can  acquire. 
It  can  only  be  attained  by  extensive  knowledge, 
for  which  the  fisherman  has  to  toil  with  patient 
perseverance  through  years  of  experience,  and 
bear  with  numerous  disappointments  in  his  daily 
pursuit,  but  if  patiently  persevered  after,  it  will 
ultimately  be  obtained  ;  and  the  confidence  it  in- 
spires, the  boldness  it  ensures,  and  the  sweet 
reward  of  perpetual,  unremitting  sport  it  brings 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  compii5ing  a 
complete  system  of  fishiDE;  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  33.  6d.,  post  free. 


are  indeed  enjoyments  to  encourage  and  stimulate 
us  in  our  exertions,  though  those  have  necessarily 
to  be  protracted  over  a  lengthened  period  of  time. 
I  can  mention  a  few  circumstances  which  may 
assist  to  bring  the  fisherman  to  a  right  conclu 
sion  as  to  whether  or  no  the  trout  arc  taking  the 
worm  sufficiently  well  to  warrant  his  persevering 
with  it  ;  but  it  is  not  possible  definitely  to  lay 
down  precise  rules  on  the  subject — the  circum 
stances  are  too  varying,  too  compUcated  to  admit 
of  an  exact  deduction.  I  need  but  allude  to  the 
different  degrees  of  skill  of  different  fishermen 
though  this  ought  to  be  deducible  to  what  is 
definable,  it  is  not  so,  I  am  aware,  because  every 
man  who  takes  a  rod  in  hand  has  the  assur 
ance  to  designate  himself  a  fisherman — hence  the 
various  degrees  of  perfection  of  men  in  our  ranks. 
Again,  the  destructive  power  of  other  baits  at 
the  time  in  question,  as  well  as  the  fisher's  skill 
in  using  them,  should  be  determined  before  a 
comparison  can  be  made  between  any  of  them. 
But  of  this  I  am  sure — that  in  each  individual 
case  a  fisherman  will,  if  a  man  of  experience,  be 
readily  able  to  form  a  very  correct  opinion  on  the 
subject,  and  when  found,  the  trial  will  bring  his 
conclusions  at  once  to  a  practical  demonstration, 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  satisfactory. 

As  a  preamble  to  such  rules  as  I  can  give  re- 
specting the  propriety  of  selection  and  perse- 
verance with  the  worm,  I  will  briefly  describe 
what  has  seemed  to  me  the  best  ways  of  using 
the  worm; 

The  fisherman  should,  whenever  practicable,  be 
in  the  water  ;  the  reasons  for  this  have  ah-eady 
been  given  in  speaking  of  fishing  with  the  beetle. 
He  should  walk  up  stream,  and  carefully  select 
every  Uttle  hole  and  eddy  which  would  afford  a 
convenient  place  for  the  trout  to  find  and  secure 
to  himseK  food.  Having  determined  on  this 
particular  spot,  and  the  line  being  just  so  long 
that  the  worm  can  be  held  in  the  left  hand  con- 
veniently, the  rod  should  be  held  horizontally, 
and  made  to  take  a  short  curve  in  a  downward 
direction,  from  right  to  left,  till  the  right  hand 
has  advanced  as  far  as  the  left  side  ;  then  with  a 
sudden  movement,  the  rod  kept  still  horizontal, 
the  hand  should  take  an  upward  curve  and  be 
brought  back  again  smartly  to  the  right  side, 
and  by  inclining  the  top  of  the  rod  towards  the 
spot  where  you  desire  your  worm  to  fall  you  will 
accurately  pitsh  it  with  gentleness  and  precision 
into  the  place  you  determined  on.  and  of  course 
situated  directly  or  obUquely  above  you.  As 
soon  as  it  is  in  the  water,  you  must  take  care  not 
to  let  your  collar  bag,  but  by  a  gentle  traction  on 
the  worm  maintain  an  even  tension  on  the  collar  ; 
the  degree  of  force  required  depends  on  the 
rapidity  and  depth  of  stream.  In  all  cases  the 
worm  should  be  made  to  traverse  the  water  in 
the  same  direction,  at  the  same  depth,  and  ^vith 
the  same  degree  of  rapidity  that  a  worm  would 
observe  if  unattached  and  left  free  to  the  natural 
forces  of  the  water  ;  this  is  perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant point  in  worm-fishing.  A  little  reflection 
will  guide  one  to  a  correct  practice.  If  after  the 
worm  has  entered  the  water  you  allow  your 
collar  to  be  slack,  clearly  the  worm  cannot  assume 
a  natural  movement ;  the  collar  itself  resists  the 
force  of  the  water,  which  will  cause  it  to  assume 
a  bend  or  curve,  the  centre  of  which  is  the  point 
on  which  the  forces  are  acting  most  powerfully  : 
the  direction  of  the  forces  depends  principally  on 
your  position  ;  but  as  at  one  end  of  the  curve  the 
line  is  attached  and  resists  the  force  of  the  water, 
and  at  the  other  terminating  in  the  worm  it  is  free, 
the  tendency  would  be  for  the  ends  to  approxi- 
mate ;  but  as  that  one  wliich  is  free  can  alone 
move,  the  effect  is  that  the  worm  is  drawn  up- 
wards towards  the  surface,  and  often  contrary  to 
the  direction  of  the  current  itself  ;  now  this  move- 
ment is  entirely  unnatural,  that  is.  it  is  a  move- 
ment which  can  only  be  given  the  worm  by  some 
artificial  agency  ;  to  this  the  trout  is  unaccus- 
tomed, and  he  will  not  take  the  worm  under  such 
circumstances.  Again,  if  after  the  worm  has 
entered  the  water  you  keep  up  too  great  a  ten- 
sion, clearly  you  introduce  an  artificial  force  to 
act  on  the  worm,  whose  course  and  direction 
consequently  must  be  urmatural ;  and  as  a  result 
the  trout  will  equally  refuse  it.  So  you  must 
steer  the  middle  course,  and  whilst  by  gentle 
traction  you  prevent  your  tackle  producing  un- 
natural effects  in  delaying  the  woi-m,  you  yet 
must  study  to  make  the  worm  swim  freely  down 


the  stream  as  much  hke  a  worm  free  and  vi.. 
attached  as  is  possible. 

The  worm  may  be  allowed  to  swim  down  past 
you  till  it  is  washed  to  the  surface  below,  whtn 
another  cast  may  be  again  tried.  Besides  the 
cast  I  have  described,  you  can  of  course  threw 
underhand,  as  it  is  called,  that  i.s,  just  bring  tie 
rod  from  the  horizontal  to  the  vertical  position, 
and  allow  tiie  worm  to  swing  out.  or  flip  the 
worm  by  holding  it  in  the  left  hand  and  nulling 
till  the  rod  is  bent,  as  1  described  before  ;  but,  as 
a  general  rule,  it  is  not  well  to  throw  overhand, 
as  you  would  with  a  fly,  lest  you  flick  off  yoi  r 
worm  or  send  it  into  the  water  with  a  muc) 
disturbing  splash.  Should  you  be  fishing  a  po(  1 
whose  entire  breadth  forms  a  gentle  rippling 
current,  you  may  throw  above  and  float  the  woim 
down  till  it  is  washed  to  the  surface  below  you, 
commencing  usually  by  fishing  the  side  or  bank 
nearest  you,  and  continuously  casting  further 
and  further  off  till,  by  a  succession  of  casts  and 
swims,  you  are  sure  the  entire  breadth  has  been 
properly  traversed  by  the  worm.  These  kinds  of 
places  you  will  often  fish  with  best  advantage 
from  the  bank,  simply  because  you  cannot  get 
into  the  water  without  spoiUng  some  good  feed- 
ing spot ;  still  whenever  practicable  it  is  advan- 
tageous to  be  in  the  water.  Now.  in  looking  out 
for  your  spots  of  selection,  remember  what  I  have 
so  often  repeated — that  feeding  trout  of  good 
size  usually  he  in  very  insignificant -looking 
places  as  regards  depth  and  breadth  of  water, 
and  you  must  learn  to  pick  out  all  the  feeding 
fish  ;  you  will  kill  more  with  the  worm  in  these 
Uttle  spots  than  you  will,  generally  speaking,  in 
the  grander,  deeper,  and  larger  pools. 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Btporta  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
poet  on  Thursday  murning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebai  Remabks. — The  Thames  at 
the  present  time  presents  rather  a  remarkable 
appearance,  as  the  lower  reache=i  are  almost  too 
much  coloured  for  fishing  and  the  upper  reaches 
are   almost  too  clear.     Of  course,  the  reason  ia 
not  far  to  seek,  for  the  heavy  rains  which  have 
coloured  the  easily  coloured  Mole  and  Wey  have 
upset    the    Thames  below,   whilst    the    fact  of 
there  being  no  such  great  effect  caused  higher  up 
accounts  for  the  brightness  of  the  water.  What 
also  upsets  the  fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  is  the 
fact  that  the  weir  sluices  are  so  frequently  in- 
terfered with.    One  day  the  river  is  high,  with  a  nice 
steady  stream,  the  next  day  the  stream  is  quicker 
and  the  river  below  summer  level  in  consequence 
of  the  water  being  run  off  so  quickly.    This  usually 
upsets  the  fishing,  and  from  a  Conservancy  point  of 
view  can  do  no  good,  so  one  would  be  glad  to  hear 
of  the  reason  of  this  constant  manipulation  of  the 
water  which  is  being  so  much  complained  about. 
Whilst    the    fishing  on    Monday  was    bad  at 
Kingston    ov\ing    to    the    thick    water,    I  got 
321b.   of  roach   at  Datchet,  although  the  water 
was  clear.    True  I  had  to  use  the  finest  of  tackle, 
but  the  fact  only  proves  that  roach  were  feeding  if 
they  could  only  see  the  bait,  which  they  could 
scarcely  do  in  the   lower  reaches.    Those  who 
fish  in  the  great  competition  at  Windsor  would 
do     well     to     try     the     deepest     parts  they 
an  find.    The  water  is  hound  to  be  clear,  and  in 
many  parts  shallow.     Owing  to  the  number  of 
anglers  fishing,  the  fish  are  not  likely  to  be  caught 
on  shallows  !    Mr.  Bradsell,  out  with  ]Mr.  Wells,  the 
new  Kingston  professional,  has   had  five  dozen 
roach  up  to  1-j-lb.  in  the  reach  below  the  Canbury 
Promenade. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  heavy  rains  of  the  last  few 

days  have  put  some  colour  in  the  water,  and  there 
is  a  heavy  stream  running  at  a  good  level ;  it  is  in 
grand  condition  forioach  fishing,  and  on  Wednes- 
day, Oct.  7,  these  fish  are  feeding  well,  although 
they  have  been  feeding  badly  during  the  past  week, 
only  here  and  there  a  decent  bag  has  been  made. 
Some  good  chub  have  been  taken,  both  with  float- 
ing with  cheese  paste  and  casting  with  a  dead  frog. 
On  Sept.  30,  Mr.  Edwards,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett, 
took  251b.  of  jack  and  roach.  On  Oct.  1, 
patron  of  J.  Sargeant  took  sis  chub  of 
about  2ilb.  each  while  casting  with  a  dead  frog, 
and  Mr.  J.  Bowden  and  friend,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett, 
five  jack,  best  hsh  (51b.  On  October  4,  Mr.  Pain, 
fishing  with  J.  Sargeant,  took  sis  chub  weighing 
161b.,  best  fish  41b. ;  Mr.  ITisby  and  friend,  out  with 
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G.  Arletfc,  three  jack,  best  fish  81b.,  and  Messrs., A. 
Parsons  and  C.  L.  Scholefield,  fishing  with  S.  Mead, 
took  12Jlb.  of  roach.  On  October  7,  Mr.  Hawes,  fish- 
ing with  W.  Vaughan,  took  281b.  of  roach,  there 
being  seventy-four  flsh,^  and  a  patron  of  S.  Arlett 
had  a  good  show  of  roach.  Local  anglers  are  taking 
some  good  roach,  and  jack  up  to  91b. ;  some  good 
sport  should  be  had  during  the  coming  week,  and 
the  water  will  be  in  good  condition  for  all-round 
angling  by  the  week-end. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddingftou  Weir). — Water  ingood  con- 
dition now  for  bream  and  roach.  I  have  had  bream 
this  week  up  to  41b.  and  jack  up  to  4|lb.  My 
brother  Sydney  one  day  got  between  30Ib,  and  401b. 
of  bream  and  roach.  It  the  raia  keeps  off  it  will  be 
in  good  trim  for  Oct.  11.  Two  of  my  customers, 
Mr.  Percy  Curtis  and  Mr.  Frank  Day,  have  had 
three  or  four  days'  fishing  on  some  private  water  on 
the  Hampshire  Avon.  They  only  brought  the 
last  day's  catch  home,  which  consisted  of  nearly 
701b.  of  roach— three  largest,  2Jlb..  21b.,  21b.,  and 
a  lot  more  from  lib.  up  to  l^lb. — W.  McBeide. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  are  still  very  high, 
but  in  fair  colour.  Leaves  are  now  the  disturbing 
factors  in  fishing,  but  despite  this  trouble  Mr. 
Zimber  on  Wednesday  (Oct.  7)  got  five  peal.  Major 
Bawlinson  on  Thursday  got  five,  and  other  rods 
have  been  getting  from  one  to  four  peal  each — 
these  in  the  Camel.  Peal  are,  however,  getting  out 
of  season  now  as  far  as  their  palatable  qualities  go. 
Very  few  salmon  have  been  taken,  although  there 
are  several  about. — Bodmin, 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — On  Wednesday, 
Sept.  30,  Mr.  E.  Di^tin  secured  a  fine  basket  of 
trout  and  pea),  and  I  hoar  that  Mr.  Wilkes,  a  local 
angler,  who  is  at  present  in  Scotland,  has  been  very 
successful  there  with  the  rod  and  line  ;  last  week  he 
captured  a  201b.  salmon,  whilst  he  has  landed 
many  trout.  The  season  has  now  concluded,  and 
although  anglers  are  not  so  so  very  satisfied  with 
"takes"  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dart  for 
the  season,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the 
higher  waters  have  been  abundantly  stocked.  The 
continuous  heavy  rains  have  taken  most  of  tho  fish 
to  the  Moor,  and  it  is  reported  that  twenty-six  rods 
were  successful  in  landing  195  salmon,  weighing 
17261b.  during  the  season,  Mr.  J.  Martin  heading 
the  list  with  forty-six  to  his  credit.  This  alone 
speaks  well  for  the  number  of  salmon  in  the  Dart, 
for  the  above  figures  only  represent  catches  in  one 
district,  and  when  all  the  figures  come  in  it  will  un- 
doubtedly be  a^record  season.  In  the  lower  reaches, 
the  season  has  been  scarcely  up  to  the  average 
one,  principally  owing  to  the  excessive  rainfall.  In 
the  early  spring  fair  creels  were  made  with  the  fly. 
Dapping,  usually  so  fatal  in  the  lower  reach  of  the 
Dart  above  Totnes,  was  for  some  occult  reason  not 
so  successful  as  in  previous  years.  With  J uly  the 
peal  commenced  to  run,  and  during  the  first  fort- 
night a  considerable  number  were  killed  after  dusk, 
with  both  fly  and  worm,  but  St.  Swithin  having 
decided  in  favour  of  rain,  a  succession  of  small 
freshets  rendered  these  fish  restless,  and  carried 
them  to  the  Moor,  and  very  few  were  landed  sub- 
sequently. Some  good  baskets  were  made  in 
September  with  the  fly  between  Buckfastleigh  and 
Staverton,  being  mostly  accounted  for  by  the  spring 
favourites,  the  Blue  Upright,  Halfstone,  and 
Edmonds'  Palmer.  The  Hems  tributary  did  not  fish 
so  well,  and  wants  restocking ;  but  the  Harbourne, 
which  is  not  Association  water,  was  especially 
favoured.  This  stream  or  brook  offers  nice  size 
trout,  and  peal  also  get  there.  If  1904  proves  a 
dry  season  it  is  likely  to  yield  better  sport  than 
the  past  one. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Wiiifby). — The  recent  heavy  spates  have 
been  responsible  for  this  river  being  in  flood  during 
the  past  week,  and  this  has  permitted  large  numbers 
of  salmon  and  sea-trout  to  get  well  up  stream. 
Some  fair  takes  have  been  effected  by  anglers  who 
have  plied  the  rod,  but  the  only  records  to  hand 
are  Mr.  R.  Linton,  one  salmon  scaling  4|lb.,  Mr.  J. 
Moore  one  of  lOJlb.,  and  Dr.  English  one  of  I31b. 
Should  the  conditions  become  fair,  capital  sport 
may  be  anticipated  during  the  coming  week.  Mr. 
Richard  S.  Armitage  has  grassed  one  salmon  of 
141b.  Sea  fishing  continues  to  provide  some  enjoy- 
able sport  from  the  piers  and  quays,  where  one 
gentleman  has  secured  some  capital  takes  during 
the  week.  Operations  in  the  offing  are  now  almost 
at  a  standstill,  chiefly  owing  to  the  indifferent  con- 
dition of  the  weather. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Storms  and  heavy 
rains  have  interfered  with  sport  generally.  In  the 
coloured  water  of  the  main  river  some  roach  and 
eels  have  been  caught  with  paste  and  worms 
respectively.  The  low-lying  lands  of  the  Exe  valley 
are  flooded.  In  the  canal,  which  is  not  affected 
by  the  heavy  rains,  roach  and  perch  fishers  have 
been  having  some  fair  sport,  and  a  few  pike  have 
been  had.  I  hear  from  Exmouth  that  a  few  bass 
apd  some  mullet  have  boon  caught,  also  that  at  tho 


Lizard  a  gentleman  in  two  hours  caught  six  of 
these  grand  fish,  averaging  51b.  each. — Red  Palmee. 
Fen  District  (Soutli  Iiincs  and  Cambs).— 

Angling  improves  somewhat  for  bottom  fishermen. 
Bottom  weeds  begin  to  clear  away,  and  as  nights 
get  colder  this  will  go  on.  The  waters  about  Swines- 
head  contain  a  number  of  pike  which  will  soon 
give  the  angler  a  chance  who  is  desirous  of  taking 
them.  The  waters  of  the  Forty-foot  garo  mostly 
noted  for  the  production  of  perch,  some  good 
specimens  of  that  kind  of  fish  having  lately  been 
captured.  On  the  drains  about  Wisbech  on  the 
Cambridgeshire  side  captures  have  been  mostly  of 
roach  and  rudd.  A  few  tench  have  fallen  to  those 
who  have  pursued  them.  Pike,  perch,  and  roach 
of  good  size  have  been  found  in  many  places, — 
Limpet. 

Bea  and  Tributaries. — Unsettled  weather  has 
again  interfered  with  sport,  and  I  have  few  catches 
to  record.  Some  pike  have  been  landed  here  and 
there,  one  taken  at  Ponders  End  scaling  Gib.,  and 
another,  caught  at  Cheshunt,  going  91b.  Perch 
have  also  been  secured  at  Ponders  End,  and  roach 
up  to  lib.  have  rewarded  anglers  at  this  station. 
Anglers  out  as  low  down  as  Tottenham  have  ci-eeled 
a  few  roach.  These  fish  have  been  principally 
caught  at  Broxbourne.  Now  the  water  is  more 
coloured  roach  ought  to  feed  better,  although  much 
will  depend  upon  the  weather.  Bread-crust,  paste, 
and  wheat  are  recommended  as  good  roach  baits 
now.  News  is  quiet  from  the  tributaries  this  week. 
— Izaak  Walton. 

Lugrgf  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
grayling  streams  have  been  in  good  order,  and 
sport  was  good  up  to  Monday  (Oct.  5).  The  weather 
has  been  unsettled,  a  gale  passing  over  the  district 
at  the  beginning  of  the  week  ;  the  rivers  are 
now  coloured,  and  running  high  and  out  of  order 
for  fishing,  and  will  be  forsome  days.  There  is  little 
prospect  of  any  fly  fishing  for  a  week  at  least.  At 
the  end  of  last  week  some  nice  lots  of  grayling 
were  caught  with  flv.  The  Pinsley  is  coloured,  and 
sport  quiet  in  it. — Gwynne. 

iMVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (B:ing;sland).— 
Up  to  the  close  of  last  week  sport  was  fairly  good. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  Oct.  5  and  G,  we  experienced 
a  gale  of  wind,  with  occasional  heavy  storms  of  rnio, 
developing  on  Tuesday  to  a  continuous  fall  of  about 
seven  hours,  causing  rivers  to  rise  nine  inches  to  a 
foot  of  very  dirty  water,  which  is  sinking  and  clear- 
ing this  (Wednesday)  afternoon,  and  would,  should 
fair  weather  ensue,  be  in  order  again  by  beginning 
of  the  coming  week ;  but  such  seems  at  present 
doubtful,  as  the  outlook  is  dull  and  threatening, 
wind  S.W.,  glass  low  and  firm,  if  anything  inclined 
to  fall.  Fl  ies  would  be  the  same  as  named  in  last 
week's  report. — R.  T.  Williams.  i 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).  —  The  water  here  is 
cocning  down  a  trifle  thicker  than  usual,  and 
gladdening  the  heart  of  the  roach  fishers  who  have 
been  out ;  some  very  nice  rudd  also  have  been 
taken.  Mr.  Weatherly  was  also  very  fortunate  in 
securing  a  nice  pike  over  141b.  just  by  the  Staunch 
in  the  open  river,  and  not  in  any  preserved  water 
at  all,  so  I  am  told^  upon  most  reliable  authority. — 

A.  SCAED. 

— —  (Huntingdon). — The  water  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly clear,  and  consequently  but  little  has 
been  done.  The  recent  heavy  rains,  however,  have 
caused  the  river  to  rise  rapidly,  and  to-day 
(Oct.  7)  it  is  too  thick,  but  will  in  all  probability 
fine  down  by  Friday,  and  some  specimen  roach  and 
rudd  should  then  be  found  in  the  quiet  nooks,  and 
would  doubtless  be  tempted  by  worm. — C.  Bbyant. 

Plymouth. — The  trout  season  is  over  on  the  Tavy 
and  Dart,  and  I  saw  some  nice  baskets  taken  the 
last  two  or  three  days.  Salmon  and  peal  go  on  to 
the  end  of  this  month,  except  in  the  Dart ;  there  are 
large  quantities  of  these  fish  in  the  Tavy  and  Meavy, 
in  the  former  river  they  are  lying  principally  between 
Tavistock  and  the  Lady  Bertha  Mine,  and  in  the 
latter  river  between  Shaugh  and  Jubilee  Bridges. — 
William  Heabder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  Heavy  storms^  have 
caused  the  river  to  rise  rapidly  and  become  con- 
siderably discoloured,  so  that  angling  conditions  will 
be  unfavourable  for  some  days.  Prior  to  these 
unfavourable  conditions  prevailing  excellent  sport 
ruled  among  pike,  roach,  and  other  coarse  fish.  In 
the  Roden  and  Tern  some  good  pike  have  been 
caught  by  Mr.  J.  O.  Wood,  chairman  of  the  new 
Shrewsbury  and  District  Angling  Society,  and  Mr. 
W.  M.  Donnel,  of  Shrewsbury,  took  a  31b.  pike  in 
the  Severn. — Hafben. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Up  to  the  close  of  last  week  the  weather 
was  fairly  favourable  for  angling,  and  some  nice 
grayling  were  taken  from  the  lower  Tanat  and  from 
the  Vyrnwy  below  Llanymynech.  At  present 
angling  is  at  a  completa  standstill,  as  rain  fell  in 
torrents  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  (Oct.  5  and  G), 
and  these  rivers  are  now  all  in  a  flooded  state,  and 
overflowing  their  boundaries  to  such  an  extent  that 


if  more  rain  should  fall  we  shall  have  one  of  the 
largest  floods  ever  witnessed  here. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  —Weather  very  un- 
settled and  very  little  being  done.  Roach  are  com- 
pletaly  off  feed,  and  bream  are  very  slow.  A  few 
pike,  up  to  lllh.,  have  been  taken,  mostly  with 
spinning  tackle.  The  water  to-day  (Wednesday)  is 
running  very  thick  and  strong,  and  if  no  more  rain 
falls,  should  be  in  good  colour  for  the  end  of  the 
week,  but  the  weather  looks  very  threatening. — 
W.  T.  Bainbridge.  , 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
Owing  to  gales,  rain,  and  hailstorms  the  past  week 
has  been  almost  a  blank.  Rivers  are  high  and 
clouded,  and  even  with  fine  weather  will  be  some 
days  in  clearing. — Geoboe  F  Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Water  is  rather  high,  but 
by  Friday  will  be  in  good  fishing  order.  River  is 
full  of  fish,  but  only  three  salmon  have  been  caught 
during  the  week,  one  of  4lb.  and  others  of  191b. 
and  IGlb. — the  latter  a  perfect  fish — all  with  the 
minnow,  as  water  has  been  rather  muddy.  This 
makes  the  fifty-sixth  salmon  out  of  the  Forth 
water. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  was 
visited  with  very  rough  weather  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  week,  which  has  quite  upset  all  prospects 
of  fishing  for  some  days.  Up  to  Oct.  4  the  water 
was  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  tlie  grayling  were 
sporting  well  at  fly,  and  a  good  few  rods  were  out. 
Rain  fell,  and  the  rivers  are  now  high  and  muddy 
and  bank  full,  and  it  will  be  a  week  before  there 
can  be  any  good  sport.  Before  the  rain  some 
very  good  sized  grayling,  from  ^Ib.  to  lib  each, 
were  landed  with  Whirling  Blue,  Red  Tag,  and 
Green  Insect,  and  good  lots  of  coarse  fish  with  the 
worm,  wasp  grub,  and  maggot.  Fishing  on  Oct.  4 
in  the  Teme  an  angler  with  live  minnow  caught  a 
pike  which  had  previously  taken  another  bait.  In 
order  to  save  his  minnows  he  cut  the  pike  open  and 
found  the  other  minnow  alive  inside  the  piko.  He 
put  the  minnow  on  his  hook,  and  cauglit  a  perch 
of  1^-lb.  in  a  few  minutes.  The  Ony.  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured  and  high  and  out  of 
order.  Fishing  in  them  has  been  very  quiet  of  late. 
— -S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  was 

in  good  fishing  order  up  to  Monday  (Oct.  5),  whan 
a  sudden  change  in  the  weather  caused  the  water  to 
begin  to  rise,  and  it  is  now  high  and  bank  full,  and 
quite  out  of  order  for  any  kind  of  fishing*  Before  the 
storms  the  grayling  were  well  on  the  feed,  and  there 
was  a  fair  number  of  rods  out  with  fly,  worm,  and 
maggot,  and  some  nice  sized  fish  were  landed. 
Prospects  for  next  week  bad.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  coloured. — Woecbstee. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouringf 
Rivers. — The  Aln  is  doing  well.  Mr.  Wm.  Lockey, 
Gasworks,  Alnwick,  killed,  on  fly  last  Saturday,  a 
fine  sea-trout  between  Loughoughton  mill  and 
Lesbury  which  scaled  71b.;  Mr.  Meech,  fishing  the 
Aln,  killed  a  nice  4Jlb.  sea-trout,  this  making  his 
ninth  fish  this  season.  Mr.  Meech  also  has  had  a 
few  hours  on  the  Glen,  and  with  fly  killed  nineteen 
grayling,  which  were  in  good  condition ;  salmon 
or  Salmo  eriox  in  the  Aln  are  going  off  in  con- 
dition owing  to  the  want  of  spates,  which  I  hope 
will  pay  us  a  visit  soon,  to  allow  the  fish  to  reach 
their  spawning  grounds.  On  Oct.  4  there  was 
three  feet  of  spate  in  the  Tyne ;  this  is  all  one  could 
desire,  as  there  are  any  amount  of  salmon  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tyne.  Mr.  Davis,  Newcastle,  had  a 
good  day's  sport,  coarse  fishing,  at  Corbridse ;  he 
killed  a  fine  basket  of  dace.  Mr.  Gibson,  of  Wylam, 
fishing  the  Eltringham  water,  killed  two  fine  salmon 
{Salmo  salar)  with  fly.  On  the  Coquet  on  Thurs- 
day evening  (Oct.  1),  Mr.  Jas.  Gibson,  of  Felton, 
had  the  extraordinary  luck  to  land  two  salmon  (Salmo 
eriox)  on  one  cast,  scaling  111b.  and  5lb.  respectively. 
This  is  all  the  more  wonderful  as  it  is  on  record  that 
only  twice  within  the  last  fifty  or  sixt^  years  has 
the  same  feat  been  performed  on  the  Coquet.  The 
records  are:  About  three  years  ago,  Mr.  Wm.  Row,  of 
Morpeth,  was  fortunate  enough  to  land  a  couple  of 
salmon  on  one  cast,  and  the  late  Mr.  Wm.  Dobson, 
of  Thurston,  so  far  back  as  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago, 
had  the  luck  to  do  the  same  thing. — Henry  A. 
MuRTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).  —  The 
condition  of  the  Witham  is  first-class  for  angling 
purposes.  The  capture  of  roach  between  ^Ib. 
and  IJlb.  have  been  numerous.  Worm  bait  naa 
accounted  for  the  landing  of  good  roach.  Many 
places,  such  as  Bardney,  Kirkstead,  and  Dogdyke, 
have  yielded  capital  bags.  Bream  fishing  from  the 
deeps  at  Anton  Gowts  and  Boston  has  been  pretty 
good.  There  has  been  a  busy  time  with  bread  paste, 
and  fish  have  run  up  to  71b.  each.  Occasionally 
good  fish  of  the  pike  species  have  been  landed  from 
the  lower  lengths.  Lincoln  anglers  have  done  pretty 
well  on  the  Sincil  Dyke  among  roach,  .nnd  some 
good  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  Bain,  There 
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has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  anglers  at 
Southrey,  but  good  baskets  are  among  the  reports 
of  roach,  perch,  and  eels.  The  attendance.at  Boston 
during  last  week  was  not  very  great.  Those 
operating  on  the  Bargate  drain  have  landed  roach 
in  abundance,  many  of  them  being  big  fish.  The 
Mount  Pleasant  Drain  has  only  fished  indifferently, 
but  the  best  sport  has  been  at  Bunkers  Hill.  Pike, 
perch,  and  roach  have  been  met  with  at  many 
places. — L. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbysliire).  —  These 
rivers  were  in  good  order  for  the  fly  up  to  Monday 
evening  (Oct.  5),  and  several  nice  baskets  of  gray- 
ling have  been  obtained  from  both  these  streams ; 
a  nice  ■  woodland  water,  has  been  in  the  Derwent, 
which  ia  a  favourable  colour  for  the  Q.y.  There 
appears  to  have  been  a  scarcity  of  natural  flies  on 
the  water  some  days,  and  other  days  a  number  of 
midges  out ;  weather  being  very  mild,  a  few  frosty 
nights  would  improve  grayling  fishing.  Mr.  Hassam 
took  a  few  nice  fish  below  Cromford.  There  was 
a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  on  Tuesday  (Oct.  6), 
followed  by  a  gale  of  wind.  These  rivers  are  now 
bank  full ;  it  will  be  Saturday  or  Monday  before 
they  will  be  fishable  with  the  fly. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derweut,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Angling  during  the  last  few  days 
has  been  uncertain.  Very  few  anglers  have  bsen  out 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  between  Hawes 
and  Ripon.  The  weather  has  been  very  wild,  and 
rain  has  fallen  heavily,  consequently  all  the  York- 
shire rivers  are  running  very  liigh.  Up  to  Tuesday, 
a  few  anglers  were  out  on  the  lower  reaches, 
and  some  very  nice  catches  of  coarse  fish 
were  made.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  between 
Appletreewick  and  Ilkley.  Fly  fishing  for  grayling 
has  been  almost  nil  owing  to  the  very  high  winds. 
In  the  lower  reaches  very  little  has  been  doing 
owing  to  the  coloured  state  of  the  water.  On  Mon- 
day last  the  water  was  fairly  clear,  but  a  high  wind 
was  blowing.  Very  few  bottom  fishers  out,  except- 
ing a  few  pike  fishermen.  The  pike  are  beginning  to 
move  in  the  Boston  Spa  and  Tadoaster  lengths. 
Mr.  Mat.  Handley  landed  a  fine  specimen  pike, 
weighing  141b.,  which  has  been  sent  to  the  depot  for 
preservation,  and  after  a  time  will  adorn  the  walls 
of  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Club,  Leeds.  The 
Swale  is  running  a  little  coloured.  Last  week-end 
a  few  fishermen  were  out,  and  some  nice  gray- 
ling were  caught  with  maggot  and  worm 
in  the  district  of  Catterick  Bridge.  Mr.  J.  Bazley 
had  a  nice  basket  of  coarse  fish  on  Oct.  3, 
from  the  length  at  Baldersley.  Several  angling 
clubs  jhave  been  paying  a  visit  to  the  Ouse 
at  Bishopthorpe.  On  Oct.  7,  the  Bay  Horse 
Angling  Club,  Leeds,  had  an  off-match ;  about 
forty  competitors  competed,  the  chief  prize  falling 
to  Mr.  Gunnel  with  31b.  ijoz.  An  open  sweep- 
stakes, limited  to  the  general  members  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  Angling  Club,  York,  was  held  at  Naburn- 
on-Ouse ;  about  sixty  competed.  The  following 
were  the  chief  prize  winners : — 1st,  Mr.  G.  Peak, 
21b.  5j,oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  E.  Key,  lib.  GJoz. ;  3rd,  Mr. 
R.  Holdstock,  14joz.  Should  no  more  rain  fall 
between  Wednesday  and  Saturday  the  rivers  will 
be  in  grand  condition  for  grayling  fishing.  Best 
flies  at  present  arc  Watorhen  Bloa,  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Red  Tag,  and  Pale  Autumn  Dun. — John 
E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.  —  Mr.  Warmington 
Baden-Powell,  brother  of  the  famous  "B.P.,"  stay- 
ing at  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm, 
says  that  "  the  salmon,  before  the  present  flood  set 
in,  were  literally  in  cartloads  at  Longtown  Bridge," 
and  since  Friday  (Oct.  2)  several  have  been  landed 
in  Mr.  Guthrie's  stretch  of  Netherby  Water. 
Salmon  are  plentiful  in  the  mid-reaches,  and  as  far 
as  Skippers  Bridge,  Langholm,  there  has  been 


nothing  like  it  for  a  dozen  years.  Unfortunately, 
bait-fishing  is  closed,  and  the  fly  does  not  seem  to 
have  the  desired  attraction  for  the  larger  kinds  of 
sea-fish.    Mr.  Wilsoa.  Eskdale  Hotel,  had  a  nice 
sea-trout  at  Skippers  Bridge,  where  Mr.  James  Little 
had  a  good  basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling.  Mr. 
W.  Murray  caught  two  small  salmon  below  Canonbie 
Bridge.    Mr.  J.  Steel  had  one  sea-trout  and  some 
herling,  and  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  a  good  basket  of 
trout  and  herling  in  Canonbie  water.  Good  sport  has 
been  had  on  the  English  side  of  the  Cauldron  and 
Willow  pools  by  several  anglers  from  Longtown,  and 
in  the  Netherby  reserved  waters,  a  party  of  five,  on 
two  occasions,  took  five  salmon  of  various  weights  at 
each  fishing,  while  in  Longtown  water  Mr.  H.  Foster 
landed  a  salmon  of  12lb.    Fishing  in  Langholm 
water,  Mr.  T.  Bell  caught  a  sea-trout  of  S^lh ;  Mr. 
J.   Elliot  had  one  of  a  similar  weight;  while 
Messrs.  Morrison,  of  Langholm,  had  five  sea-trout 
and  fourteen  herling,  besides  some  yellow  trout. 
Fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  J. 
Thompson  caught  one  sea-trout  and  seven  herling ; 
Mr.  J.  Johnstone  caught  a  salmon  in  the  same 
water.    Mr.  F.  Foster  had  three  sea-trout  and  some 
herling ;  Mr.  J.  Graham  had  a  small  salmon  in  the 
lower  Liddle ;  and  two  gentlemen,  staying  at  the 
Cross  Keys,  Canonbie,  have  had  fair  takes  of  sea- 
trout  and  herling  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  also 
in  the  Double  water  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the  Esk. 
Fishing  in  the  Willow  pool.  Dr.  Moon  landed  a 
small  salmon  of  71b. ;  Mr.  R.  Graham  had  two 
salmon  in  Canonbie  water,  one  over  201b. ;  Mr.  S. 
McKune  landed  a  salmon  of  231b.  below  the  Cross 
Keys,   Canonbie ;   Mr.  John   Jardine,  Bowholm, 
killed  a  small  salmon  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the 
Esk ;  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  had  a  sea- trout  of  IJlb.  in 
Langholm  water,  and  Mr.  W.  Little,  one  weighing 
21b. ;  Mr.  Pattinson  caught  a  small  salmon  in 
Broomholm  reserved  water,  while  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch's  reserved  portion  of  the  Esk,  below 
Skippers  Bridge,  is  affording  fair  sport  in  salmon 
and  sea-trout,  with  an  occasional  grilse.    Mr.  W. 
Borthwick  has  had  three  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  J. 
Warwick  a  sea-trout,  l^lb.,  in  Langholm  water ; 
Mr.  Adam  Keen  creeled  two  sea-trout  and  ten 
herling  in  the  mid-reaches ;  Mr.  S.  McKune  had 
a  fine  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  herling ;  Mr.  R.  Little 
four  sea-trout  and  seven  herling  ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous, 
three    sea-trout    and    eight    herling ;    Mr.  Jas. 
Scott   had    three  sea-trout    and    some  herling, 
whilst  Dr.  Anderson  had  a  good  basket  of  sea-tfout 
and  herling;  Mr.  James  Murray  had  two  small 
salmon;  Mr.  C.  Elliot  landed  one  weighing  181b.  in 
the  Liddle ;   Mr.   James  Little  caught  a  small 
salmon  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  below 
Burnmouth  ;  Mr,  W.  Armstrong  landed  a  salmon 
in  the  upper  waters;  Mr.  W.  Martin,  Edinburgh, 
caught  a  small  salmon  on  Friday  in  upper  Liddle, 
above  Wbitehaugh  pool ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  New- 
castleton,  had  a  sea-trout  of  l|lb.;  Mr.  R.  Nelson, 
Canonbie,  had  a  salmon  of  61b.  in  the  mid  reaches 
of  the  Esk. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (BanfFsliire). — Last  week  the  river  was 
getting  rather  low,  but  on  Oct.  4  and  5.  rain  fell 
heavily  and  put  the  water  in  spate.  On  the  Duff 
House  water  three  salmon  were  caught,  two  weigh- 
ing 91b.  each,  and  one  181b.  On  the  Huntly  water 
on  Sept.  22,  Mr.  Davidson  had  a  fish  of  61b.;  and 
Mr.  Barclay  one  of  141b.  On  Sept.  24,  Mr,  Davidson 
had  two  of  41b.  and  71b.  On  Sept.  26,  Mr.  Grav  had 
one  of  191b.  On  Sept.  28,  Mr.  Calder,  one  of''61b  ; 
Mr.  Clark,  one  of  181b. ;  and  Mr.  Gray,  one  of  121b. 
On  Oct.  1,  Mr.  Davidson  one  of  18Ib.  On  Oct.  2,  the 
same  gentleman  had  two,  one  of  181b.  and  a  beauty 
of  251b.,  and  Mr.  Cowie  had  one  of  101b.  On 
Oct.  3,  Mr.  Cowie  had  one  of  5lb.  ;  on  the  Cabrach 
water  on  Sept.  17.  Mr.  McConnachie  had  a  couple  of 
fi^  of  51b.  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  McPhail  one  of  41b.,  and 
Mr.  Warren  two  of  51b.  and  6lb.  On  Sept.  19, 
Mr.  McConnachie  had  one  of  151b.  ;  and  on 
Sept.  1 22,  one  of  61b.,  Mr.  Shewan  had  one  of 
5Ib.  ;  and  on  Sept.  24,  one  of  71b,  On  Sept.  25, 
Mr.  Robertson  had  a  couple  of  61b.  and 
71b.  On  Sept.  30,  Mr.  Robertson  had  one  of  51b., 
and  on  Oct.  3  one  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  McConnachie 
one  of  61b.  On  Oct.  5,  Mr.  McConnachie,  two  of 
51b.  and  61b,  On  Sept.  26,  Mr.  Gray,  fishing  on  the 
Huntly  water,  caught  a  fish  of  191b.,  marked  9622. 
It  was  35in.  in  length,  and  19in.  in  girth.  It  was 
marked  on  April  10,  1903,  on  Duff  House  water, 
and  weighed  101b.,  measuring  13in.  in  girth  and 
34in.  in  length.— H.  W. 
  (Huntly).  —  After  almost  three  weeks  of 


Grayling  1"'ishing. — Having  had  more  experience  since  1856 
as  a  grayling  tisher  tlian  anyone  in  tlie  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  Hies  and  tackle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stocli  of  grayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  vai'ied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  23.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northera  Anglers  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.  Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


very  fine  weather  we  are  again  having  rain,  and 
our  streams  are  slightly  flooded.  During  the  last 
ten  days  a  good  few  large  salmon  have  been 
landed.  The  following  I  have  heard  of:— Oa 
Sept.  26,  Mr.  Gray,  one  salmon,  191b.  On  Sept.  29, 
Mr.  Davidson,  two  salmon,  16lb.  and  181b.  On 
Sept.  30,  Mr.  Gray,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  Mr. 
Chas.  Clark,  one  salmon.  181b.  On  Oct.  2,  Mr. 
Davidson,  two  salmon,  23Jlb.  and  18lb. ;  Mr. 
Cowie,  one  salmon,  18lb;  Mr.  Martin,  one  grilse. 
51b.  The  salmon  taken  by  Mr.  Gray  on  Sept.  26 
had  been  taken  as  a  kelt  in  April  las*  and  marked 
9622.  It  then  weighed  lOlb..  ita  girth  was  13in.,  and 
length  3iin ;  when  takan  on  Sept.  26  it  weighed  191b., 
its  girth  19in.,  and  length  3,5in.— Drake  Wing. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee.— On  the  Dee  the 
sport  agoing  is  really  nothing  commensurate  with 
the  fish  in  the  various  pools,  and  all  sorts  of  excuses 
are  being  proffered  for  the  present  slump.  Truf3 
the  river  is  never  two  days  at  the  same  level,  and 
consequently  the  fish  are  always  on  the  move. 
H.rt.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  has  been  enjoying  a 
first-class  season.  .  Her  best  day  last  week  was 
three  fish.  On  the  Invercauld  private  water,  Mr. 
Neaumann  and  party  are  having  fair  sport.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  has  been  dividing  his  time  between 
deer  stalking  and  salmon  fishing.  On  theGlentana 
waters  Mr.  George  Coats  and  party  have  had  several 
fine  autumn  fish.  On  the  Aboyne  Castle  waters 
Mr.  Ian  Cecil,  the  future  Laird  of  Glentana,  had  one 
of  101  b.  on  Friday  (Oct.  2)1;  while  a  few  good 
weights  are  also  being  got  on  the  hotel  beats.  On 
the  Kingussie  water  on  Oct.  7,  Mi^s  Fortesoue 
had  one  of  141b.,  while  Dr.  Hynd  (Wigan)  had  a 
basket  of  twelve  finnock  and  sea-trout.  On  the 
Heathcot  water  Dr.  Steward's  guests  had  also  a 
few.  Don. — Splendid  sport  is  being  got  all  over. 
The  river  is  low,  but  fish  plentiful,  and  the  catching 
of  them  is  the  more  difficult.  On  the  Pltmedden 
water  on  Oct.  3  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay,  the  Sportsman's 
Depot,  Bridge -street,  Aberdeen,  creeled  a  fine  fish 
of  181b.,  and  had  to  do  with  another  much 
heavier,  all  to  the  sand-eel  bait.  On  the 
Grandholm  water  the  Countess  of  Kintore  and 
party  are  doing  well.  On  the  Cruives  portion, 
Mr.  Elmslie  had  five  fish  for  the  week,  scaling  up  to 
181b.  On  the  Tilliefoure  section,  Mr.  Griegson  had 
three — heaviest  341b.  On  the  Alford  section,  Mr. 
Murray,  Haughton,  has  up  to  date  creeled  eleven 
fish,  all  to  the  fiy.  On  Thursday  (Oct.  1),  a  gentle- 
man had  one  of  15  Jib.  On  the  Ythan,  Dr.  Greig, 
Fyvie,  Mr.  Ham  Young,  Milton  of  Gight,  and  others 
are  doing  well  both  with  the  salmon  and  sea-trout. 
The  brown  trout  season  ends  on  Wednesday  next. — 
G.  M. 

Sontli  of  Scotland. — The  largest  floods  that 
have  occurred  in  the  south  of  Scotland  rivers  pre- 
vail to-day  (Oct.  7).  Rain  fell  continuously  from 
Monday  evening  until  an  early  hour  this  morning, 
and  a  number  of  the  rivers  are  at  the  moment  of 
writing  overflowing  their  banks.  There  cannot  be 
any  angling  in  all  lower  stretches  of  the  rivers  before 
Saturday  morning,  and  then  on  condition  that  no 
more  rain  falls.  The  barometer  is  still  low,  but 
rising  slowly  this  evening.  Angling  has,  therefore, 
been  interrupted  with  rising  waters  and  floods. 
There  has  been  a  fairly  good  run  of  back-end 
salmon  to  the  various  rivers,  and  there  is  certain 
to  be  some  sport  next  week.  Visitors,  however, 
may  delay  another  week  or  a  fortnight  and 
run  the  chance  of  the  last  four  weeks  thereafter, 
which  will  probably  give  the  best  Sfort  for  the  rods. 
In  the  Annan,  on  Saturday  (Oct,  3),  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom's  fisherman  killed  the  largest  salmon  of  the 
season  out  of  the  Luce  pool  of  Mount  Annan.  It 
weighed  29Jlb..  and  was  taken  with  a  gled  fly.  In 
the  same  water,  on  Saturday.  Mr.  W.  Thorburn, 
schoolmaster,  of  Brydekirk,  killed  one  of  201b. 
in  the  Flat  water  of  Luce  with  fly,  and  he 
hooked  and  lost  another  one.  In  Hoddom  Castle 
water  Mr.  R.  L.  Cowans,  Hallguards  Farm,  killed 
one  above  the  bridge  of  Hoddom,  and  one 
of  the  keepers  had  one  about  Milkfoot. 
A  day  or  two  before  Mr.  Tandy  caught  one  of 
lOflb.  at  Northfield.  A  fish  of  151b.  was  taken  by  a 
stranger  in  the  upper  waters.  In  the  Four  Towns 
water  on  Tuesday  Mr.  H.  Boyd,  Lochmaben,  killed 
a  small  fish  of  51b.  or  6lb.  with  worm  bait.  There 
has  been  several  small  baskets  of  herling  taken  in 
the  higher  waters  with  worm.  In  the  Dumfries 
Nith  the  river  has  been  too  unssttled  for  sport 
this  week,  and  little  has  been  done  since  last  week's 
notes.  At  the  time  of  writing  a  big  flood  rages, 
and  another  took  place  on  Thursday  of  last  week, 
A  goodly  number  of  salmon  have  been  seen  ascending 
the  Nith,  and  there  is  a  capital  show  in  the  middle 
waters.  What  is  wanted  now  is  a  spell  of  settled 
weather.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  temperature  is 
considerably  lower,  and  a  nip  of  frost  next  week 
would  improve  the  chances  of  salmon  angling  in  the 
Border  district.  In  the  rivers  of  the  Stewartry  of 
Galloway  the  unsettled  conditions  have  also  been 
against  anglers.    Fishing  in  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie 
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on  Oct.  3  a  nico  salmon  was  landed,  the  first  of  the 
peason.  The  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  and  the  Dee  of 
Kirkcudbrightshire  are  in  flood,  and  there  cannot 
be  pny  angling  before  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  floods  will  help  the  sport  now  and  there  should 
be  almost  enough  water  in  the  streams  to  keep  them 
in  ply  until  the  end  of  the  season.  The  present  back- 
end  promises  to  break  the  record  in  so  far  as  big 
fish  are  concerned.  Very  few  small  salmon  seem  to 
be  running  this  season,  those  that  have  been  seen 
rising  in  the  pools  appear  to  be  fish  all  over  161b. 
In  the  Ayrshire  district  trout  Pshing  gxpired,  in  the 
lochs,  last  week,  and  on  the  whole  the  year  was  a 
very  poor  one  indeed.  In  some  of  the  rivers  there 
is  a  good  show  of  salmon,  and  anglers  are  looking 
forward  to  three  weeks'  good  sport  should  the 
weather  and  waters  be  favourable. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  during  the  latter  part  of 
last  week  was  rather  low  for  good  fishing.  On 
Oct.  3  rain  began  to  fall,  and,  a?  a  consequence,  the 
river  came  down  in  spate  on  Oct.  4.  and  with  more 
or  less  continued  rainfall  the  river  by  Oct.  6  mid- 
day had  risen  8ft.  To-day  (Oct.  7)  the  flood  has 
fallen  considerably,  and  should  the  weather  settle 
the  river  ought  to  be  in  fair  ply  for  fishing 
by  Oct.  9.  This  flood  will  have  brought  up 
large  numbers  of  fresh  fish  to  stock  the  pools, 
and  with  favourable  weather  excellent  sport  should 
be  got  till  the  close.  The  following  is  a  note  of 
the  takes  since  last  report  : — ■ 

ISLAMOUTH  — The  Duchess  of  Bedford,  fishing  this 
beat  on  Oct  1,  killed  one  salmon  of  171b. ;  and  on 
the  3rd  Lord  Blythswood  landed  one  salmon  of 
181b.  and  a  grilse  of  71b. 

Upper  Cabgill. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  1, 
Lord  Cairns  had  one  fish  of  161b  ;  and  on  the  3rd 
Mr.  Ernest  Moon,  K.C  ,  landed  one  salmon  of  181b. 
end  a  grilse  of  71b. 

Lower  Cargill. — Lord  Lytton,  fishing  this 
water  on  Sept.  30,  killed  one  salmon  of  181b. 

Willies  Stone. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  1, 
Lord  Lytton  killed  one  grilse  of  81b. 

Upper  Stobhall.  —  Mr.  Carrick,  fishing  this 
water  on  Oct.  1,  killed  one  salmon  of  21lb.  On  the 
3rd  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  three  salmon  of  23lb., 
181b.,  end  151b.,  and  from  the  second  boat  Mr.  P.  M. 
Coats  landed  a  grilse  of  81b. 

Lower  Stobhall. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept. 
30.  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  three  salmon  of  251b., 
2 lib,,  and  201b,  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  61b. 
On  Oct.  2  Mr.  Coats  landed  one  fish  of  191b..  and 
from  the  second  boat  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  had  one  fish 
of  181b. 

Upper  Stanley. — Mr.  Slason,  fishing  this  beat 
on  Sept.  30ch,  killed  one  fish  of  191b. 

Lower  Stanley. — -Mr?.  M.  Trevelyan  Martin, 
fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  1,  landed  a  grilse  of  7  Jib., 
and  Mr.  Mason,  fishing  from  the  second  boat, 
landed  another  of  similar  weight. 

Benchill. — Fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  2,  Mr. 
H.  M.  Beddington  killed  one  fish  of  171b.,  and  on 
Oct.  5  Mr.  A.  Cohen  landed  a  salmon  of  2  lib. 

Upper  Bedgorton.— Mr.  Archibald  Coats,  fishing 
this  stretch  on  Oct.  1,  killed  two  grilse  of  lOlb.  and 
61b.,  and  on  Oct.  3  one  grilse  of  41b. 

Lower  Redgorton  and  Bertha. — Fishing  this 
stretch  on  Sept.  30,  Mr.  Aggott  landed  one  salmon 
of  191b.,  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  71b. ;  and  on 
Oct.  2  one  grilse  of  7|lb. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

Since  last  report  the  weather  has  been  very  un- 
settled, and  not  much  chance  of  angling,  the  rivers 
always  rising  a  few  inches.  However,  a  welcome 
flood  has  come  at  last,  and  prospects  look  some- 
what better.  Large  numbers  of  fish  were  ob- 
served during  the  little  li^es  ascending  to  the 
higher  reaches.  On  Tuesday,  Oct.  6,  a  tremendous 
rainfall  rose  the  rivers  to  the  extent  of  10  feet,  as 
indicated  at  Kelso  Bridge.  They  are  subsiding 
rapidly  and  fishing  may  be  had  on  Friday  (Oct.  9), 
if  no  more  rain.  On  the  Hendersyde  water,  on 
Oct.  1,  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith  had  one  grilse  of 
71b.  and  Captain  Burn  Hartopp  one  salmon  of  161b. 
and  one  grilse  of  61b.  ;  on  Oct.  2,  Sir  Richard  Waldie 
Griffith  had  three  salmon  of  221b  ,  211b.,  18|lb., 
and  one  grilse  of  61b.  On  Oct.  3  the  same  gentle- 
man had  the  same  number  weighing  18 Jib,,  181b., 
and  161b.,  and  one  grilse,  81b.;  and  Capt. 
Connelly,  one  grilse,  81b.  On  the  Bolside  water, 
on  Sept.  29,  Mr.  A.  Holmes  had  one  salmon 
of  lUb.,  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  a  sea-trout  of  4 Jib. 
On  Sept.  30,  W.  Millar,  fisherman,  had  one  salmon  of 
131b.,  one  grilse,  8  b.  On  Oct.  2,  Lieut.-Col.  Davies 
had  one  grilse  of  81b.  On  the  Ednam  House  water, 
on  Oct.  6,  Mr.  J.  Wood  had  one  salmon  of  111b. 
On  the  Sprouston  water,  on  Sept.  30,  Captain 
Gerald  Trotter  had  one  salmon  of  161b.  and  one 
grilse  of  81b.,  and  General  Sir  Henry  Trotter,  on 
the  same  day,  had  one  salmon,  of  141b.,  and  two 
grilse,  of  9Jlb.  and  81b.  On  Oct.  1,  Mr.  Granger 
Prior,  Captain  G.  Mundey,  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Mundey 


had  each  one  salmon,  the  weights  being  respec- 
tively 171b.,  151b.,  and  141b.  On  Oct.  3,  Mr. 
T.  C  Mundey  had  one  salmon  of  171b.  On  the 
Birgham  water,  on  Sept.  24,  Colonel  Collingwood 
had  two  salmon,  of  231b.  and  191b.  ;  on  Sept. 
28,  two,  of  2Ulb.  and  151b.  ;  and  on  Sept.  30,  two, 
of  181b.  and  12Jlb.  On  Sept.  26  Mr.  Greig  caught 
two  of  121b.  and  71b.  ;  on  Oct.  2,  three  salmon, 
291b..  261b.,  and  18|lb.  ;  on  Oct.  3,  two,  of  15Jlb. 
and  101b.,  and  Mrs.  Greig  one  salmon  of  151b.  At 
Carham  fair  sport  has  been  had.  On  Sept.  29  Sir  Chas. 
Evan  Smith  landed  four  salmon,  one  231b.,  and  the 
other  three,  161b.  each,  on  Sept  30.  Mr.  Ancott 
Wilson  had  two  of  191b.  and  161b.  each  on  Oct.  1  ; 
Mrs.  Burrell  one  of  241b.  On  the  Lees  water,  on 
Sppt.  28,  Mr.  W.  Tait  had  two  salmon.  221b.  and 
171b.,  and  one  grilse  of  9Jlb.,  and  on  Sept.  29  one  of 
201b.  On  Oct.  2.  Mr.  Miller  landed  two  salmon, 
261b.  and  191b. ;  Dr.  Hearne  three  salmon, 
20 Jib.,  191b.,  and  181b..  and  one  grilse  of  101b. 
General  Fielding  two  salmon  of  201b.  and  19lb. 
On  Oct.  3,  Mr.  B.  Holland  had  one  salmon  of  19ilb. 
and  two  grilse  of  8Jlb.  and  7Jlb.,  and  Miss 
Fielding  had  one  salmon  of  181b.  Dr.  Hearne 
had  one  of  jll91b.,  and  General  Fielding  two  of 
20  Jib.  and  191b.  On  the  Corahill  water  on 
Oct.  3,  Golonel  Lambert  had  one  salmon  of  121b., 
and  Mr.  Bramwell  one  of  171b.  On  the  Lennell 
water  on  Sept.  29  Mr.  Campbell  Swinton  had 
one  grilse,  of  8 Jib.  On  Twizel  and  Tweed  mill 
water,  on  Oct.  1.  Mr.  Kinnear  had  four  salmon 
of  181b.,  161b.,  6Ib.,  and  61b. ;  on  the  2nd,  two. 
231b.  and  191b.;  Mr.  Copperthwaite,  one  salmon  of 
221b. ;  Mr.  Weir,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Mills,  two 
salmon,  201b.  and  181b..  and  one  grilse  of  61b.  On 
the  3rd,  Mr.  Copperthwaite  one  of  201b.  and  one 
grilse  of  101b ;  Mr.  Weir,  one  salmon  of  161b. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — Heavy  rain  has  put  the 
local  streams  into  good  order.  The  Lagan  and 
Crossgar  have  yielded  some  brown  trout,  and  a 
limited  quantity  of  white  trout  are  in  the  tidal 
waters  of  both.  Trouting  was  rather  disappointing 
on  the  dams.  Oct.  2  was  an  ideal  day  at  Wood- 
burn  so  far  as  the  weather  was  concerned.  Scarcely 
a  fish  stirred  from  early  morning  till  it  was  almost 
dark,  then  they  rose  in  thousands.  Mr.  John 
Wright  and  myself  caught  four  each,  when  we 
could  not  see  the  rising  fish,  and  lost  many.  On 
Oct.  3  over  twenty  rods  were  out  for  less  than  the 
same  lot  of  fish.  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead  had  seven  on 
Marshallstown,  and  some  other  anglers  had  a  brace 
of  trout.  Mr.  A.  J.  Collins,  Belfast,  had  a  41b. 
"  dollaghan  "  on  the  Clough,  and  eleven  Jib.  to  Jib. 
fish.— J.  A.  B. 

Iiongh  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
On  Lough  Currane,  on  one  day  last  week,  Mr. 
Lescher  caught  a  salmon  of  71b.  and  six  ssa  trout. 
On  a  couple  of  other  days  fair  sport  was  had  at 
sea-trout.  On  Coppal  Lake,  on  a  couple  of  days, 
C  jptaiii  U'iVlo  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  had  nice  baskets 
of  sea  unj  brown  trout.  On  Lough  Currane,  on 
Monday  last,  Mr.  Dale  landed  nine  sea-trout,  and 
on  the  same  day  Dr.  Joshua  had  two  salmon  of  81b. 
and  6Jlb.  on  the  Inny,  and  Col.  Carruthers  a  salmon 
of  111b.  and  two  sea  trout  on  the  Cummeragh. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  unfavourable.  Some  good  trout 
were  got  during  the  week  on  the  loughs,  largest 
51b.  Mr.  Goss  and  friend  had  nine  jack,  largest 
221b.  Mr.  Scott  and  friend  had  seven  grilse.  451b., 
on  the  Palmerstown  River. — Pat  Hearnes. 

monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 

A  welcome  fall  of  rain  on  Oct.  3  sent  the  MouAe 
and  its  tributaries  into  flood,  and  at  time  of  writing 
the  prospects  for  the  winding-up  of  the  season  are 
magnificent,  i  provided  that  no  more  falls.  The 
following  fish  were  killed  since  last  report : — On 
Sept.  30,  Mr.  Moncrieff,  three  salmon.  On  Oct.  1, 
Major  Masssy,  one;  Mr.  Macpherson,  two,  largest 
141b. ;  Mr.  David  Christie,  two,  largest  121b.  On 
Oct.  2,  Major  Massey,  one;  Mr.  HoUbrooke,  one; 
Mr.  Macpherson,  two  ;  Mr.  David  Christie,  one.  On 
Oct.  3,  river  high  in  flood.  On  Oct.  4,  Major  Massey 
four,  largest,  81b.  ;  Mr.  David  Christie,  two,  largest, 
81b. ;  Colonel  Lewis,  two.  On  Oct.  5,  Mr.  Macpher- 
son, one ;  Mr.  David  Christie,  one.  On  Oct.  6,  Mr. 
Carter,  one ;  Colonal  Lewis,  two ;  Mr.  Moncrieff, 
two;  Mr.  David  Christie,  &ve,  9Jlb  ,  7Jlb.,  6|lb., 
6Jlb.,  and  4Jlb.  The  latter  bag  was  made  on  the 
Glenelly.  As  already  announced  the  season  closes 
on  Oct.  10.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconuell). —  Rain  has  again 
fallen  heavily  so  that  the  river  has  risen  something 
above  last  week's  level.  On  Hermitage,  the  Earl  of 
Kingston  killed  one  salmon  161b.,  and  one  peal  51b. 
On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed 
two  peal,  61b.,  6 Jib.,  and  one  salmon,  81b, — J. 
Eneight  &  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

»- Deal,— Thursday,  Oct.  1. — Weather  fine  and 
cloudy,  water  smooth  and  clear ;  fair  takes  of  fish 
landed.  Messrs.  Reynolds,  Prince,  Goodrick,  and 
Linton  took  sixty-six  whiting,  twenty -five  dog- 
fish, 1  nurse  dog,  and  15  pouting;  Mr,  Cawley 
and  G.  R.  Clarke  over  four  score,  the  last  named 
gentleman  hooked  a  very  large  fish,  and  after 
playing  with  him  for  some  time  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  him.  Oct.  2— Westerly  wind,  moderate  ;  fair 
takes  landed;  3rd,  westerly,  moderate;  fair  sport 
obtained.  Mr.  Godfrey,  out  with  F.  Wratten,  three 
score  whiting,  one  conger.  17Jlb.,  two  codling,  and 
several  dogfish ;  Messrs.  Green,  Day,  and  two  other 
friends,  six  and  a-half  score  whiting,  several  lib. 
weight,  and  about  thirty  other  fish ;  Mr.  E.  J. 
Wickham  and  friend  with  Mr.  W.  Baker,  took 
seventeen  good  codling,  total  weight  671b.  In  the 
evening  quite  a  contingent  of  anglers  put  in  an 
appearance,  Mr.  Nunn  with  Miss  Hanger,  two  days' 
fishing,  three  score  whiting,  five  good  codling, 
twenty-five  pouting,  and  several  dogfish ;  Mr. 
Haes,  in  two  days,  two  good  codling,  one  pol- 
lack, 71b.,  two  conger  eels,  two  and  a-half  score 
whiting,  several  pouting  and  dogfish.  On  the 
4th,  westerly  strong  breeze.  Dr.  Patterson  and 
Mr.  Hyde,  ten  good  codling,  besides  other  fish, 
whilst  Mr.  Taylor  and  friend  and  several  other 
gentlemen  joined  in  the  sport.  Messrs.  C.  and  J. 
Glassington  and  friend,  with  Dick  Riley,  boatman, 
had  fair  sport.  Oct.  5. — Gale,  S.W. ;  no  boats  out 
fishing.  Oct.  6.— Strong  wind,  S.W.,  and  rain; 
nothing  done  worth  mention.  Oct.  7. — Westerly, 
fine;  water  very  thick.  Should  the  weather  and 
water  get  well  settled  I  anticipate  good  sport  this 
week-end. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

 (the  Pier).  — The  last  few  days  have  yielded 

some  very  nice  fish,  size  and  quality  being  present, 
but  the  average  number  per  rod  has  left  much  to 
be  desired.  On  Oct.  2  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens  made  a 
good  bag  of  codlings,  and  on  the  same  date  Mr. 
Purkiss  landed  a  101b.  pollack,  which  had  broken 
away  from  Mr.  Watson  about  twenty  minutes 
previously,  and  had  that  gentleman's  tackle  still 
depending  from  its  mouth.  A  codling  of  3Jlb.,  taken 
bv  Master  Taylor  on  Oct.  3,  proved  the  heaviest  fish 
of  the  day,  but  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  had  the  satisfaction 
of  hooking  and  landing  four  pollack  in  the  evening. 
Poor  sport  was  experienced  on  the  4th  during 
daylight  hours,  though  Mrs.  Couzens  had  the  satis- 
faction of  playing  a  101b.  cod  for  some  time  from 
the  top  deck,  but  no  landing-net  being  available, 
the  fish,  after  a  time,  broke  away  from  its  would-be 
captor.  A  strong  south-west  gale  ushered  in  the 
morning  of  Monday  (Oct.  5),  and,  boat  fishing  being 
impracticable,  the  pier  received  an  unusual  number 
of  patrons;  but  matters  ruled  very  slow  all  day, 
the  only  catches  of  importance  being  made  by 
Mr.  Goldsmith  and  Mr.  Evan  Cooke,  who  each 
secured  a  decent  bag  of  codlings.  On  Oct.  6,  Mr. 
H.  Hammond  landed  the  best  codling  of  the  present 
season— a  well-baited  fish  of  921b.  Mr.  Newcombe 
was  also  fairly  successful,  though  several  well-prac- 
tised anglers  drew  a  blank.  The  inclement  state  of 
the  weather  during  the  evening  deterred  all  but  a 
few  from  wetting  their  lines,  and  sport  proved  quite 
at  a  discount.  Improved  conditions  of  weather 
brought  out  a  goodly  array  of  anglers  on  Wednes- 
day, Oct.  7,  but  the  day  passed  off  without  any 
sensational  catch,  the  heaviest  fish  up  to  the  time 
of  writing  being  a  5Jlb.  cod,  which  fell  to  Mr. 
Walker's  rod.  The  south  cone  which  has  been 
hoisted  for  the  last  three  days  has  just  been  lowered, 
and  general  improvement  in  weather  and  water  is 
anxiously  awaited. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings. — Owing  to  rough  weather  very  little 
fishing  has  been  done  during  the  past  week ;  but 
the  few  opportunities  offered  have  shown  that  a 
nice  lot  of  fish  are  about.  A  large  number  of  bass 
up  to  2Jlb.  have  been  taken  from  St.  Leonard's 
Pier  with  the  spinner.  Dr.  Towerson  one  day 
securing  nine  nice  ones.  All  indications  point  to 
the  Festival  being  a  huge  success,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  working  hard  to  ensure  the  comfort  of 
the  competitors  and  the  successful  working  of  the 
Festival. — H.  Dowsett. 

Lowestoft. — Since  last  report  the  fishing  here 
has  very  greatly  improved,  very  good  takes  being 
reported  daily.  From  the  Claremont  Pier  large  fish 
are  being  taken  every  day.  Mr.  Kepp  had  a  cod  of 
8|lb.,  Mr.  Sabine  one  of  91b.,  several  smaller  ones 
falling  to  other  anglers.  A  fine  conger  of  8Jlb.  was 
caught  by  Mr.  Morgan,  and  this  day  (Oct.  7)  two 
large  congers  were  hooked  but  lost,  one  smash- 
ing up  the  line,  and  the  other  got  off  rod  and 
all,  but  as  I  was  not  present  when  this  took 
place,  I  cannot  say  how  it  occurred,  probably 
owing  to  the  rod  being  unattended.  On  the 
other  pier  Mr.  A.  A.  Waller  had  a  cod  in  per- 
fect condition  of  8Jlb,  Whiting  of  large  size 
are  now  to  be  had  in  large  numbers  from  the  piers 
and  beach.   The  weather  on  Thursday  (Oct.  1)  was 
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most  disappointing,  but  the  first  competition  passed 
off  well.  Rain  fell  from  the  commencement  of  the 
match,  and  with  the  strong  wind  those  taking  part 
had  a  trying  time.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  fifty- 
eight  out  of  sixty  competitors  turned  up,  but  the 
catches  ran  smaller  than  it  was  anticipated,  owing 
to  the  large  quantity  of  seaweed  fouling  the  hooks 
every  minute.  All,  however,  joined  in  thanking  the 
Coast  Development  Company  for  the  arrangements 
made  for  the  comfort  of  anglers,  and  also  to  the 
stewards  of  the  day,  Messrs.  Nursey  and  Haws. 
The  next  competition  takes  place  on  Oct.  7,  seven 
prizes  are  again  offered.  It  may  not  be  generally 
known  that  angling  is  permitted  from  the  Claremont 
Pier  on  Sundays. — H.  F. 

Penzance. — The  rough  weather  fouls  the  water  so 
much,  and  the  fine  intervals  are  not  long  enough  to 
clear  the  water,  that  sport  is  consequently  poor. 
Boats  were  out  on  three  days  only  last  week.  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  this  week  a  strong  gale  was 
blowing.  To-day,  however,  it  is  fine  and  very  mild  ; 
several  boats  out.  Mr.  Jubb  and  Mr.  Neilson  had  on 
Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday,  fifteen  pollack,  five 
pout,  two  conger,  six  bream,  twelve  dogfish,  fifty- 
two  chad,  eight  whiting. — J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.) 

Flymontli. — The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled 
during  the  week  and  fishermen  have  not  been  able 
to  get  out — in  fact,  it  has  been  very  bad  also  for  the 
regular  fishermen.  The  mackerel  have  left  us  again 
for  the  time ;  they  were  taking  them  last  week  on 
the  bottom,  but  this  week  they  have  ceased.  The 
pier  fishermen  have  had  rather  bad  sport,  but  are 
hoping  for  finer  weather  and  better  times  next  week. 
Grey  mullet  are  taking  rather  shy,  but  we  may 
expect  these,  also  smelt,  to  be  feeding  well  shortly. 
— William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.), 

Bamsgate. — The  weather  has  largely  stopped 
boat  fishing  this  week,  but  those  that  have  gone  out 
have  had  fair  sport,  and,  on  one  or  two  days,  good 
takes  of  whiting  and  codling.  A  few  very  fine  plaice 
have  also  been  taken  between  the  Iron  Pier  and 
Dumpton  Gap.  The  dabs  in  the  bay  have  been 
fine,  but  rather  scarce.  From  the  Iron  Pier  several 
bass  have  been  landed,  and  some  whiting.  The 
West  Pier  has  afforded  good  sport  with  pouting  and 
codling,  the  latter  good  for  the  time  of  year. 
Silver  eels  are  distinctly  scarce  this  autumn. 
Weather   prospects  somewhat  uncertain. — Gkey 

MULLETT. 

Southwold. — A  splendid  codling  was  hooked  and 
landed  on  Southwold  Pier  on  Oct.  5  by  Mr.  Leonard 
B.  Wrightson,  of  the  B.S.A.S.  The  fish  scaled 
15|lb.,  and  was  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The  same 
afternoon  a  conger  of  some  three  pounds  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Simmonds.  Whiting  are  running  small  and 
not  very  plentiful,  and  are  this  season  exceptionally 
late.  Plenty  of  small  flat  fish  to  be  had.  Rodsters 
in  full  force  on  pier  daily. — Hon.  Repoetee. 

Walmer. — The  weather  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  week  has  been  unfavourable,  strong  west-south- 
west winds  and  heavy  sea  causing  a  pause  in 
angling  operations.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  nevertheless,  and  have  met  with  fair 
sport.  The  best  fish  perhaps  was  a  codling  of 
10 Jib.,  taken  by  Mr.  Jefferies,  fishing  with  W. 
Axon.  Many  others  have  done  pretty  well,  but 
nothing  very  special  has  to  be  recorded.  Week-end 
prospects  depend  entirely  on  the  weather ;  there 
are  plenty  of  fish,  and  if  weather  conditions  are 
only  favourable  sport  should  be  most  excellent. — 
Chables  Htjssey  (B.S.A.S.) 


Jlssociaiions,  etc, 

Bbitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  Wednesday  the  Society  devoted  itself  to  a 
social  function,  the  presentation  of  the  cup  and 
medals  awarded  in  the  1902-3  Specimen  Fish  Com- 
petition. Mr.  W.  Senior,  of  the  Field,  who  had 
kindly  promised  to  distribute  the  prizes,  was  un- 
fortunately at  the  last  moment  unable  to  attend, 
so  Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson,  the  Hon,  Curator 
and  Librarian,  was  unanimously  voted  to  the 
chair.  The  reports  of  agents  and  members  were 
rapidly  gone  through.  From  Deal  a  very  satis- 
factory account  was  received,  good  takes  of 
codling  and  whiting  have  been  made,  seven- 
teen of  the  former  weighing  up  671b. ;  a  101b. 
pollack  had  been  taken  off  the  pier  and  an  eel  of  171b. 
Messrs,  Dunkin  and  Husk,  with  Mr.  Boddy,  had  six 
six  cod,  281b.  8oz.  (the  largest  61b,  8oz.),  also  ten 
cod,  401h.  The  opinion  was  generally  held  that  the 
season  promised  to  be  the  best  we  have  had  for 
years.  From  Yarmouth  it  is  reported  that  altera- 
tions were  now  being  made  at  the  Britannia  Pier 
to  make  it  more  suitable  for  sea  angling.  South- 
wold,— Mr.  Wrightson  had  taken  a  cod  of  15|lb.,  a 
good  fighting  fish  and  in  splendid  condition.  The 
pier  was  very  much  patronized  by[sea  anglers, .  Bally- 
cotton. — Mr.  Hearn  had  a  gurnard  of  31b.  loz.,  and 
ling  Idih.,  in  addition  to  the  skate  already  reported. 


Mr.  Graham  reported  that  a  movement  was  in 
progress  to  form  a  Sea  Anglers'  Society  at  Dover, 
Business  being  disposed  of,  a  very  excellent  pro- 
gramme of  vocal  music  was  gone  through  much  to 
the  gratification  of  the  members  and  their  friends, 
who  had  fairly  crowded  the  rooms.  Mr.  John 
Edgar,  piano.  Messrs.  Walter,  Arthur  and  Mery 
Criafield,  Clifton  Bingham,  John  Probert,  Wilson 
Martell,  B.  B.  Evans,  Willie  Young,  Bert  Garson, 
Good  music  all  of  it  and  of  all  kinds — grave  to  gay. 
Dr.  Patterson  then,  deploring  the  unfortunate 
absence  of  Mr.  Senior,  proceeded  to  distribute  the 
medals  of  silver  to  H.  H.  Akers  for  a  specimen 
pouting  of  21b.  2oz. ;  J.  N.  Hearn,  skate,  27Jlb. ; 
H,  C.  Loney.  a  dab  of  lib.  3oz. ;  T.  B.  Bates,  sea 
bream,  41b.  8oz.;  E.  M.  Mallett,  mackerel,  lib.  9Joz.; 
E.  C.  Fisk,  whiting,  2 Jib.;  J.  J.  Green,  conger,  201b.; 
G.  A.  Maull,  wrasse,  31b.  6oz.;  C.  J.  Crisfield,  gurnard, 
31b.  funder  the  special  rule);  G.  Wheeler,  a  silver 
medal  for  a  ling,  201b.;  E.  C.  Parker,  a  hake,  161b., 
a  bronze  medal.  For  the  competition  at  Wey 
mouth,  whose  club  is  afiiliated  to  the  Society,  a 
bronze  medal  to  Dr.  J.  Bligh  Hall,  for  the  heaviest 
gross  take  in  one  day ;  Mr.  Moggridge,  bronze 
medal  for  heaviest  fish  ;  and  a  silver  medal  for  the 
heaviest  take  in  two  days  and  for  the  Harbour 
competition,  Mr.  H.  A.  Wallis,  a  bass,  41b.  2oz. 
The  Sarcelle  Challenge  Cup  was  presented  to 
Mr.  Croft  Handley  who  had  secured  the  greatest 
number  of  points  in  the  competition,  and  a  pollack 
of  1 31b.  Music  was  again  resumed  after  Dr.  Patter- 
son had  vacated  the  chair,  receiving  a  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  with  musical  honours  for  his  good  ser 
vice.  Mr.  Walter  Bates,  in  his  place,  carried  on  the 
meeting  to  a  late  and  entirely  succe.ssful  issue. 
On  Oct.  14  Mr.  G.  F.  Aflalo.  F.G.S.,  will  read  a 
paper,  "  Some  Suggestions  on  Bass  Fishing." — Hon. 
Repoeteb. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 

Mr.  Robert  Davison  presided  over  a  very  pleasant 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  During  the  last  few  days 
several  members  had  fished,  among  them  Mr. 
Beamont,  who  at  Leigh  had  taken  a  score  and  a 
half  of  good  flounders  and  plaice,  Mr.  Gilbert  also 
having  a  similar  catch  from  this  locality,  Mr. 
Beamont  also  essayed  fishing  at  Hertford,  but  had 
no  sport,  the  water  being  thick  and  otherwise  in 
bad  condition.  Mr.  Davison  reported  much  recent 
fishing,  having  taken  quantities  of  fine  roach  at 
Staines,  on  one  occasion  nearly  a  dozen  good  fish  of 
fib.  each  or  more  in  one  hour,  besides  fine  dace  and  a 
few  perch ;  a  good  result — three  dozen  nice  roach — 
was  also  obtained  at  Datchet ;  per  contra,  at  Halliford 
and  other  localities  success  was  very  indifierent. 
Mr.  Lloyd  reported  taking  several  jack  at  Brandon 
up  to  6Jlb.,  losing,  however,  a  fish  of  much  larger 
size.  A  gentleman,  previously  proposed,  was  bal- 
loted for  and  duly  elected.  Many  applications  for 
tickets  for  the  supper  on  Oct.  20  were  made,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  by  next  meeting  on  Oct.  13  an 
approximate  estimate  of  probable  guests  will  be 
possible  ;  the  tickets  as  usual  will  be  2s.  6d.,  and 
ladies  are  invited.  Mr.  Fosbrooke  reported  attending 
meeting  of  Central  Association  as  delegate,  when 
much  business  was  transacted.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  a  very  capable  chairman  closed  the 
proceedings. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society* 

Mr.  W.  Marshall  presided  over  the  committee,  and 
Mr.  E.  J.  Gairdner  over  the  general  meetings  on 
Tuesday  last.  Amongst  the  matters  discussed  was 
the  restocking  of  the  Chess,  and  steps  are  being 
taken  to  keep  up  the  already  good  head  of  fish  in 
the  society's  stretches.  Several  members  were  at 
Kelvedon  on  Oct.  3,  and  superintended  the 
clearing  of  many  swims  on  the  upper  water. 
In  the  afternoon  some  good  roach,  perch,  and 
small  jack  fell  to  the  rods  of  those  who  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  an  hour  or 
two's  fishing.  Members  visiting  Kelvedon  will 
find  some  capital  swims  in  all  the  stretches. 
Mr.  Basten  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  his 
recent  visit  to  Ireland.  Though  weather-bound 
during  several  days  of  his  stay  there,  he  managed  to 
get  capital  sport  upon  the  occasions  when  he  could 
get  out.  His  bag  was  a  very  varied  one,  his  prin- 
cipal captures  being  skate  of  251b.,  261b.,  and  511b.; 
pollack  of  lOi-lb.,  12 Jib.,  and  13|lb. ;  and  conger  of 
i21b.,  141b.,  151b.,  151b.,  16lb.,  and  191b.  He  de- 
seribed  the  outing  as  being  a  most  enjoyable  one, 
though  he  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  rod  in  a 
tussle  with  a  monster,  and  experienced  a  dreadful 
crossing  on  the  return  journey.  Mr.  Gairdner  has 
had  some  good  roach  from  the  Stour,  where  he  has 
a  private  fishery,  which  ho  very  kindly  places 
at  the  disposal  of  Gresham  members.  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray  took  some  fine  sized  roach  from  Kelvedon, 
and  a  friend  fishing  with  him  a  fine  sting  frorn  a 
wasp.  Mr.  Zerfass  showed  some  fine  roach.  The 
chairman  drew  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to 
some  correspondenge  io.  the  Fishing  GazcUe  re  plac- 


ing rainbows  in  the  Ouse.  Some  discussion  followed, 
but  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  meeting 
that  Mr.  Marston's  conclusions  were  perfectly  cor- 
rect, and  entirely  in  accord  with  the  Gresham's 
experience  of  this  many-coloured  fish.  —  F.  E. 
Eldbed,  Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  over  a  well-attended 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last.  Members  attending 
the  weekly  meetings  of  the  society  will  now  be  able 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  water  at  the 
principal  fishing  stations,  and  reports  from  the  club 
waters  will  also  be  posted  on  the  notice  board 
weekly  for  their  information.  Some  fine  examples 
of  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons'  work  have  arrived,  and 
will  be  hung  with  the  numerous  other  cases  which 
adorn  the  club  rooms.  The  boisterous  and  unsettled 
weather  has  not  encouraged  the  "jolly  angler"  to 
wander  forth  in  great  numbers,  but  Messrs.  Potter 
and  Rayner  had  roach  from  the  Ivel.  Mr.  Schole 
field  and  Mr.  J.  Parsons  fished  the  Thames,  but 
with  poor  success.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Jagels 
closed  the  meeting. — G.  R. 

Piscatobial  Society. 

Mr.  Robert  Bradford  presided  with  his  accus- 
tomed geniality  over  Monday's  meeting,  but 
although  there  was  an  excellent  attendance,  details 
of  successful  angling  were  meagre.  Several  members 
had  found  the  roach  at  Uxbridge  off  the  feed,  only 
Mr.  Hugh  T.  Sheringham  and  Mr.  6.  Smith  getting 
fish  of  any  size.  At  Newbury  things  had  been 
uncommonly  quiet ;  Mr.  Harold  P.  Thompson, 
however,  was  able  to  secure  some  nice  roach  and 
a  chub,  close  upon  31b.,  in  the  Keimet.  Those  who 
had  wooed  the  Lambourn  grayling  had  all  their 
overtures  repulsed,  for  the  ladylike  fish  was  in  her 
tantrums,  and  declined  to  accept  the  many  offers 
made  her.  Achilles,  sulking  in  his  tent,  was  as 
nothing  compared  with  the  "Timmies"  in  the 
society's  stretch  of  this  pretty  stream,  for  though 
the  water  teems  with  big  grayling,  all  attempts  at 
catching  them  in  any  number  have  proved  fruit- 
less. Perhaps  when  the  weather  gets  colder  and 
the  supply  of  natural  fly  is  diminished,  matters  will 
improve.  The  annual  supper  has  been  fixed  for 
Monday  (Nov.  16),  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  as 
usual.  Mr.  Horace  Brown  will,  of  course,  be  chair- 
man, and  Mr.  Hugh  T.  Sheringham  will  face  the 
ever  popular  vice-president.  With  such  a  strong 
lead,  &  right  merry  function  is  confidently  anti- 
cipated.— Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  Anglebs'  United  Visiting  List. 
The  winter  season  opened  on  Thursday,  Oct.  1, 
at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  A.S.,  when  the  prizes 
won  at  Yalding  were  distributed.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
president,  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  several 
prominent  South  London  anglers.  The  room  was 
well  filled,  and  good  harmony  was  rendered.  Mr. 
J.  J.  Smith  (vice-president)  collected  for  the  prize 
fund,  and  hon.  sec.  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith  called  the  roll, 
and  seventeen  clubs  replied.  The  principal  prize 
winners  were  : — Messrs.  Hudson,  F.  Elvy,  J. 
Graves,  H.  Pain,  jun.,  J-  W.  Hall,  J-  Elvey,  H. 
Brown,  W.  Stone,  J.  Thomas,  H.  Childs,  and 
Harling. — A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 


Wobcesteb  and  Disteict  Angling  Association. 

A  smoking  concert  was  held  in  the  Izaac  Walton 
Club  Room,  Plough  Inn,  Silver-street,  Worcester, 
Councillor  iC.  W.  Palmer  in  the  chair.  A  capital 
programme  was  ceirried  through,  the  music,  vocal 
and  instrumental,  being  exceedingly  good,  and 
during  the  interval  the  numerous  prizes  won  in  the 
late  inter-club  contest  were  presented  to  the  suc- 
cessful competitors. 


A  PICTURE. 


Scene — a  little  lake,  deep  set  among  the  hills,  long 
and  narrow,  fringed  with  lilies,  the  water  Ij'ing  level 
like  a  sheet  of  steel.  Back  and  forth  along  the 
northern  end  plies  a  sharp-nosed  boat,  with  scarce 
a  wake.  Amidsliips  a  brown-neclied  j  oung  college 
lad  in  bathing  suit  propels  it,  with  an  easy,  rotary 
motion  of  the  hands  in  alternate  strokes,  with  barely 
a  ripple  ;  in  the  bow,  both  small  hands  on  the 
gunwales  gripping  in  nervous  tension,  a  lovely  girl 
of  nineteen,  her  delicate  colour  coming  and  going, 
her  hair  awave,  her  eyes  afiash  with  excitement ; 
and  in  the  stern  a  middle-aged  man  whose  hair  in 
the  right  hght  shows  a  touch  of  iron  grew  In  his 
hand  arches  a  fly-rod  of  split  bamboo,  well  back 
over  his  shoulder,  the  quivering  tip  darting  in  irre- 
gular thrusts  far  astern  like  the  lunging  beak  and 
serpentine  throat  of  a  giant  crane,  pointing  to  where 
the  Une  is  weaving  this  way  and  that  in  surging 
tugs.  The  lake  grows  suUen.  Dark,  white  dimples 
show  upon  it.  Grey  light  steals  down  tho  hills,  grey 
mist  shrouds  them'.  Thoro  is  a  patter  of  falling 
dfops,  large  ones,  hero  and  there.    But  tho  rod 
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keeps  up  its  lunging,  the  line'its  weaving  to  and  fro. 
Slowly  the  bamboo  straightens,  a  bull-necked  fish 
sculls  slowly  in  resentful,  tlien  with  a  surge  and 
splash  darts  back  again  in  rage.  Still  the  pliant 
cane  keeps  fast  its  yielding  urging,  again  the  fish  is 
guided  alongside.  There  is  no  net.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  a  hand,  that  has  been  an  expert  frog  catcher 
initsday,  which  gently  hovers  ready,  grips,  and  swings 
into  the  boat  with  a  single  motion  a  burly  31b.  pickerel, 
so  lightly  hooked  in  tlie  cheek  that  it  seems  not  pos- 
sible the  liook  could  have  held  through  all  that 
striving,  granting,  as  it  did,  to  the  fish  to  keep  his 
nose  well  turned  away  from  the  angle  of  the  pulling 
of  the  line.  But  hold  it  did.  And  then  the  rain 
comes  down  in  very  truth — or  we  awake  to  it  at  last 
—-and  the  boat  perforce  flies  shoreward. 

I  would  that  I  could  make  you  see  it  as  I  saw  it  ! 
For  it  was  a  lifting  of  the  curtain  to  just  the  scene  that 
William  Black  delighted  in — the  bare-armed,  bare- 
legged gillie  at  the  oars,  the  delicately  beautiful 
young  American  girl  in  the  bow,  and  in  the  stern 
the  same  old,  yet  never  old,  lad  in  the  hair  of  iron 
grey  ;  and  all  in  the  heart  of  the  hills,  of  the  grey 
mists,  on  the  level  of  that  sullen  lake.— J.  P.  T.  in 
Forest  and  Stream. 


^offings  bg  tf)e  i^ap. 

"Exaggeration  always  appears  more  natural  to 
women  than  the  truth." — T.  Gautier, 


Heavenly  Silence. 

Above  this  air  we  breathe,  a  mantling  bound. 
No  hint  ascends  of  thunder's  awful  roar. 
Shrill  wind,  or  ocean  breaking  on  the  shore. 
Or  the  loud  battle  ;  but,  without  a  sound. 
The  balanced  orbs  fulfil  their  glorious  round 
Through  silent  depths  of  space  for  evermore  ; 
Like  angels  prostrate  on  Heaven's  8hining  floor, 
Where  for  our  discords  harsh  no  place  is  found, 
Lord,  even  here  such  stillness  let  me  gain. 

And  o'er  the  world's  disturbing  voices  rise  ; 
Now  let  the  peace  of  God  within  me  reign. 

Reflecting  the  calm  order  of  the  skies : 
And  while  beneath  my  feet  earth's  noises  roll, 
Mine  be  the  heavenly  silence  of  the  soul. 

RiCHABD  Wilton. 


The  South  Eastern  and  Chatham  and  the 
London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railways 
have  joined  in  recognising  the  importance  of  the 
Hastings  Festival  by  granting  special  railway 
facihties.  With  a  voucher  from  the  Festival  Hon. 
Sees.,  any  angler  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  lat,  2Qd, 
or  3rd  class  ticket  at  a  fare  and  a  quarter  for  the 
return  journey.  Such  tickets  can  be  had  from  any 
station — minimum  fare  Is.  Everything  has  been 
done  to  make  the  festival  a  grand  success. 


To-MOEKOW  will  be  "a  great  day  for  Windsor.  I 
believe  the  place  was  originally  selected  for  a 
Royal  residence  in  anticipation  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  competition,  which  "  Ben  " 
Abrahams  means  to  make  a  splendid  success.  So 
may  it  be.  Special  train  from  Paddington  at  8.53. 
I  hope  another  train  will  have  to  be  commandeered 
for  the  overflow.  Fine  weather,  good  sport,  a  good 
object — everything  combines  to  make  the  event 
memorable. 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society  will  have 
their  fourth  "Social  Supper"  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  20. 
Ladies  will  be  present,  and  a  delightful  evening  is 
anticipated. 


I  SYMPATHISE  with  Mr.  W.  Senior,  who  found 
himself  unable  to  attend  and  distribute  the  medals 
at  the  B.S.A.S.  meeting  on  Wednesday  night.  He 
missed  a  delightful  evening.  Dr.  Patterson  kindly 
took  the  chair,  which  "Red  Spinner"  had  in- 
tended to  occupy,  and  handed  the  "  Sarcelle  "  Cup  to 
Mr.  W.  Croft-Handley  and  the  medals  to  other 
successful  members.  "The  pleasure  of  very  pleasant 
proceedings  was  enhanced  by  music.  Every  singer 
deserved  high  praise,  the  tenor  songs  of  Mr.  John 
Probert  being  especially  charming.  The  B.S.A.S., 
I  think,  will  find  its  present  premises  too  small  if 
it  goes  on  adding  to  its  attractions.  The  room  was 
filled  on  Wednesday,  but  everybody  was  comfort- 
able. 


I  SPENT  my  last  "  week-end  "  at  Deal,  in  company 
with  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.  The  fishing  was  not 
of  the  best,  but  I  contrived  to  carry  home  a  few 
nice  whiting.  Of  course,  I  saw  "Ned"  Hanger, 
who,  by  the  way,  is  sufficiently  recovered  to  accom- 
pany anglers  to  the  vasty  deep,  I  think  on  this 
occasion  he  was  "  out  "  with  the  two  Glassingtons. 
I  saw  'many  brpther  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.—^ 


cannot  enumerate  them  all.  But  I  must  say  that  I 
saw  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hussey,  who  are  now  comfortably 
installed  at  Dudley  House,  Pier  Parade.  I  stayed  to 
the  "five  o'clock"  dinner  (splendidly  served),  and 
was  able  to  get  back  to  London  by  the  7.26  fast 
train.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  anglers  and  "  others  "  are  catered 
for  at  Dudley  House. 


The  fruit  season  is  an  acknowledged  "  frost  "  this 
year,  but  apparently  there  is  hope  of  better  times 
in  these  matters,  judging  from  an  encouraging 
catalogue  (for  1903-4)  which  has  been  sent  me  by 
Messrs.  H.  Merryweather  &  Sons,  Limited,  of  the 
Nurseries,  Southwell,  Notts.  I  find  ten  pages 
devoted  to  fruits  alone,  including  a  list  of  all  classes, 
with  quotations ;  also  a  page  of  treatise  how  to 
plant,  dress,  train,  etc.,  the  trees  and  bushes. 
Apples,  pears,  currants,  plums,  apricots,  etc.,  are 
somewhat  provoking  themes  under  the  present 
scarcity.  Flowers,  bulbs,  etc.,  for  spring  flowering 
also  figure  largely  in  the  catalogue,  which  is  well 
illustrated.  The  prospects  pointed  to  stimulate 
that  hope  which  "  springs  in  the  human  breast." 


Mr.  H.  Salinger,  of  South  Market-road,  Great 
Yarmouth,  sends  a  newspaper  cutting  of  an  amusing 
cricket  match  between  the  Yarmouth  Piscatorial 
Society  and  the  Eastern  Counties  Angling  Society. 
The  match  was  played  on  the  new  recreation  ground 
for  a  beefsteak  supper  (to  be  paid  for  by  the  losing 
team).  There  was  a  creditable  muster  of  spectators 
to  witness  the  proceedings,  and  they  were  consider- 
ably interested  in  what  transpired.  By  way  of 
a  novelty,  the  fields  at  slip  and  point  were  provided 
with  landing  nets,  and  the  game  thus  presented  the 
appearance  of  something  of  a  mixture  between 
lacrosse  and  cricket.  The  match  was  won  by  the 
Eastern  Counties  Angling  Society. 


"Revenons  a  nos  moutons." 

An  angler  (by  no  means  a  glutton) 
Declined  to  be  fed  with  cold  mutton. 
So  he  said  to  his  host, 
"Bring  me  Dodo  on  toast. 
For  modern  dishes  I  care  not  a  button." 
[The  host  could  not  comply.   He  was  too  Inn-ex- 
perienced.] 


A  member  of  the  Abingdon  ^Fishing  Association 
had  a  day  off  from  the  works  to  join  in  an  angling 
expedition,  and  on  his  return  next  day  his  friends 
greeted  liim  with :  "  Well,  old  man,  did  you  enjoy 
yourself  yesterday?"  "Yes,  we  had  a  glorious 
day."  "  And  did  you  have  any  sport  ?  "  "Sport! 
I  should  just  think  we  did.  Why,  the  empties 
came  to  3s.  4d." 


A  countryman  was  standing  on  the  wharf  at 
Deal  the  other  day,  watching  the  process  of  hoisting 
an  anchor  of  a  ship  which  was  getting  under  weigh, 
and  as  he  saw  the  huge  iron  rise  from  the  water  to 
the  "  Yo,  heave,  oh  !  "  of  the  sailors,  he  remarked, 
"  You  may  heave  high  and  heave  low,  but  you  will 
never  get  that  great  crooked  thing  through  that 
little  hole.    I  know  be*^ter." 


There  was  an  old  lady  of  Leeds, 
Who  bought  a  big  packet  of  seeds — 

Because  they  were  cheap  : 

And  yet  she  did  weep 
When  they  proved  to  be  nothing  but  weeds. 


Lawyer  :  "  Are  you  acquainted  with  the 
prisoner  ?  "  Witness  :  "  I've  known  him  for  twenty 
years."  Lawyer:  "Have  you  ever  known  him  to 
be  a  disturber  of  the  peace  ?  "  Witness:  "Well — 
er — he  used  to  belong  to  a  drum  and  fife  band." 


The  following  incident  illustrating  the  remarkable 
sagacity  of  a  cat  is  vouched  for  by  an  eye-witness. 
A  young  fellow  was  fishing  on  the  Upper  Thames, 
and  a  few  yards  distant  a  large  cat  was  lazily 
basking  in  the  sun.  Sport  was  by  no  means  exciting, 
but  after  an  hour  a  small  roach  was  hooked,  and 
the  fisherman  tossed  it  to  the  cat,  who  thereupon 
became  an  interested  spectator,  and  who  during 
the  next  twenty  minutes  received  two  or  three 
additional  mouthfuls.  A  little  later  the  line  was 
left  idly  hanging  in  the  water  whilst  the  fisherman 
read  a  novel.  Suddenly  he  was  startled  by  a  sharp 
rap  on  the  arm,  and  on  looking  up  he  saw  the  cat 
at  his  elbow  with  its  eyes  intently  fixed  on  the 
water,  thereby  drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  float  was  bobbing  vip  and  down  in  a  significant 
manner.  The  line  was  promptly  pulled  in,  and  a 
|lb.  fish  was  the  well-earned  reward  of  the  cat's 
cleverness.    [Was  it  ?] 


On  the  first  day  of  April,  A.D.  1850,  there  were 
published  several  advertisements  from  the  Times  of 
September  3,  1950.    Here  are  some  samples. 

*  »  *  *  i( 

To  Naturalists. 

A  reward  of  £20  is  hereby  offered  to  any  person 
who  will  undertake  to  tell  the  colour  of  the  mind's 
eye.  Apply  to  Jolly  Green,  Esq  ,  Sappy  House, 
Greenhitlae. 

«  •  •  •  • 

To  be  seen  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  a  large  piece  of 
glass  taken  from  the  broken  mirror  that  was  once 
held  up  to  Nature.  Can  only  be  exhibited  a  short 
time,  it  having  been  purchased  for  the  British 
Museum. 

«  «  «  •  • 

Singular  Curiosity. 

To  be  seen  alive  at  229,  New  Regent-street,  a 
remarkably  fine  specimen  of  that  noble  and  nearly 
extinct  animal  the  horse.  It  is  perfectly  tame  and 
docile,  and  is  supposed  to  be  the  last  of  that  species 
which  formerly  drew  the  cabs,  broughams,  etc.,  of 
the  metropolis.  As  this  extraordinary  animal  will 
not  long  remain  on  view  in  London,  an  early  visit 
is  suggested,  it  being  the  proprietor's  intention  to 
exhibit  the  horse  in  the  provinces.  Admission, 
front  seats,  2s.,  back  seats.  Is.  Visitors  are  allowed 
to  "  mount,"  as  a  real  saddle  has  been  borrowed 
for  the  occasion  from  the  British  Museum. 

«  *  •  «  • 

Elephants'  Milk. 

Mr.  Camel,  of  Dromedary  College,  has  opened  a 
depot  for  the  cultivation  of  this  most  salubrious 
and  life-giving  medicine,  Mr.  Camel  invites  tho 
public  to  inspect  his  depot  in  Trunkmaker's  Row, 
where  droves  of  elephants  may  be  seen  every 
morning  stationed  before  his  doors,  and  kept  ready 
to  be  driven  to  the  abodes  of  the  opulent  sick. 
Mr.  Camel  has  entirely  superseded  the  use  of  asses' 
milk,  and  expects  that  shortly  cows  will  become 
useless  animals.  The  dairy  in  Great  Mammoth- 
street  is  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public,  and 
invalids  are  supplied  with  milk  from  the  elephants 
at  2s.  a  quart.  "Elephant  Cream,"  guaranteai 
pure,  5?.  a  pint. 


This  is  from  the  San  Francisco  Journal : — 
He  was  an  angler  blithe  and  gay. 
Who  to  the  water  made  his  way, 
Resolved  upon  the  bank  to  stay 

In  expectation 

Of  something  big,  a  blissful  dream 

Of  "whopper"  roach  or  monster  bream. 

Such  as  dwell  only  in  the  stream — 

"  Imagination." 

What  made  him  give  a  sort  of  sob 
When  downward  went  the  goose-quill  "bob"? 
What  was  it  caused  his  heart  to  throb  ? — 

Anticipation. 

But  when  he  raised  the  line  so  firm. 
And  saw  an  "elver"  upward  squirm, 
He  fully  realised  the  term, 

"  Realisation." 

His  spirits  sank.    He'd  eat  his  hat 
If  he  had  ever  come  for  that. 
For  many  seconds  thus  he  sat 

In  contemplation. 

Convinced  was  he,  as  home  that  day 
With  empty  creel  he  made  his  way. 
He  must  have  laboured  under  a 

Hallucination. 


A  woman  ran  out  of  the  house  crying  "  Fire  "  ab 
loud  as  she  could  yell.  A  pedestrian,  who  was 
passing  by,  sprang  up  the  steps  and  into  the  hall, 
and  being  unable  to  see  or  smell  smoke,  he  turned 
to  the  gasping  and  excited  woman  and  asked : 
"  Where  is  the  fire  ?  I  can't  see  any  signs  of  one." 
"I — I  didn't  mean  fire!  I — I  meant  murder!" 
she  replied.  "  Is  there  a  man  in  the  house  ?  "  | 
"No,  sir."  "Who  tried  to  murder  you?"  "Oh, 
I  didn't  mean  murder ;  but  that  big  pike  my 
husband  caught  has  jumped  right  off  the  table." 


One  of  the  rarest  and  most  expensive  of  Chioesa 
poldfishes  is  the  brushtail,  a  pair  of  which  sells  for 
$1000.  Probably  there  is  no  other  living  thing  of 
its  size  and  weight  that  is  worth  so  much  money. 


There  is  a  rumour  to  the  effect  that  a  gentleman, 
I  think  his  name  begins  with  a  "C,"  has  said 
something  about  Fiscal  Problems  and  a  duty  on 
food.  Anglers  will  still  be  able  to  catch  fish,  which 
have  no  duty  on  them,  and  the  Fishing  Gazette  is 
atill  "  two  D."  That  is  Fiscal,  or  rather  fishcal, 
Policy  enough  for  Dragket. 
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Pfoviiieial  flfiglifig  jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  bye-contests  were  decided  on  Oct<  4. 
The  St.  Paul's  Society  fished  for  a  splendid  col- 
lection of  prizes  in  the  canal  at  Fradley,  near  to 
Lichfield.  About  one  hundred  and  twenty  mem- 
bers competed  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
W.  Bagley,  who  acted  as  referee.  The  contest  was 
fished  under  the  association  rules.  The  following 
are  the  first  seven  prize-winners,  taken  in  the  order 
named  :  W.  Kimberley,  G.  Maylon,  EL  Smith,  T. 
Parker,  A.  Woodward,  A.  Lacey,  J.  C.  Dolphin.  The 
prizes  to  the  number  of  twenty-five  will  be  dis- 
tributed on  Tuesday  evening  (Oct.  13).  The  Tenby 
Society  also  fished  at  the  Ketch,  near  to  Worcester, 
on  Oct.  4,  when  about  forty  members  competed ; 
the  takes  were  small,  owing  to  the  high  wind. 
After  the  weighing  in,  Mr.  Clem  Wainwright  was 
declared  the  winner.  A  large  number  of  anglers 
went  by  the  special  early  morning  train  to  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Severn,  and  good  sport 
was  enjoyed  by  the  members,  takes  of  81b. 
and  lOib.  being  common ;  the  river  was  in 
good  condition,  and  in  the  spots  sheltered  from 
the  wind  the  fish  went  well  at  the  maggot  and 
worm.  On  the  Avon  one  or  two  contests  were  fished 
on  Oct.  4,  but  sport  was  very  poor  ;  the  anglers  who 
found  quiet  spots  succeeded  in  taking  some  fine 
roach  and  bream  with  the  aid  of  the  stewed  wheat. 
On  the  Trent  the  Midland  Piscatorial  members  have 
done  well,  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  pike  have  been 
taken.  The  members  of  the  clubs  renting  the 
Anker  have  done  well,  and  I  hear  of  some 
good  accounts  of  the  river  Alne  at  Aston  Cantlow. 
Canal  fishing  has  been  good  all  round.  The  Gun 
Angling  Chib  have  just  brought  out  their  quarterly 
balance  sheet,  they  have  over  £80  in  hand  and  have 
a  good  sum  to  be  handed  over  to  the  specimen  prize 
fund.  We  have  had  some  nice  weather  up  till 
Tuesday,  when  we  had  rain  all  day ;  this  will  no 
doubt  do  much  to  put  our  local  rivers  out  of  order, 
but  pool  and  canal  fishing  should  now  be  at  its  best. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  in  the  Fen  district  have  had  a  much 
quieter  time  during  the  last  few  days,  the  stormy 
weather  having  had  something  to  do  with  the 
falling  off  of  sport  in  bottom  fishing.  So  far  as  the 
Forty-foot  is  concerned,  there  has,  however,  been 
no  diminution  in  the  number  of  rods.  The  writer 
and  Mr.  Cartwright,  fishing  on  the  middle  reaches 
of  the  Forty-foot  for  perch,  have  taken  some  nice 
fish.  A  bag  of  81b.  contained  only  two  fish  under 
^Ib.,  while  the  majority  weighed  from  fib.  to  lib. 
each.  On  another  occasion  they  respectively  landed 
perch  scaling  21b.  loz.  and  lib.  7oz.  The  facilities 
for  pike  fishing  are  much  better  on  the  southern,  or 
Bourne  half  of  the  Forty-foot,  than  they  are  in  the 
middle  reaches.  The  weeds  are  not  so  prevalent. 
Those  who  have  been  at  work  after  the  pike  daring 
the  last  few  days  have  killed  sundry  fish  weighing 
up  to  51b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  is  now  in  first-class  trim,  and  in 
the  tidal  water  at  Wawne,  Cicey,';Weel,  and  Figham 
several  very  fair  catches  of  roach  have  been  made 
during  the  week,  and  fish  up  to  1  Jib.  each  secured. 
The  Victoria  Angling  Society  fished  a  match 
last  week-end  on  the  river  at  Beswick  and  had 
very  fair  sport,  Mr.  C.  Turner  weighing  in 
Sib.  2oz.  and  Mr.  T.  Bull  51b.  2oz ,  for  first 
and  second,  which  was  rather  strange.  The 
next  two,  Messrs.  W.  Downsworth  and  T. 
Spinck,  weighed  in  exactly  41b.  14oz.  each,  for 
third  and  fourth  place.  Tfie  Lincolnshire  waters 
are  now  fighing  first-class.  The  West  Hull  Associ- 
ation visited  Austin  Fen,  on  the  Ludd,  on  Sept.  28, 
Messrs.  Frank  Carle  and  T.  Bardsley  secuiing  over 
81b.  of  nice  roach  each;  and  on  Sept.  30,  the 
Universal  Angling  Association  fished  at  Ficebeacon, 
when  Mr.  J.  Stocks,  the  secretary,  secured  the  first 
prize  with  over  101b.,  Mr.  J.  R,  Weird  the  second, 
with  over  81b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Hodgson  the  third, 
with  over  61b.  of  fish,  all  the  other  competitors 
in  each  match  having  nice  bags  of  fish.  Anglers 
visiting  the  Ancholme  have  done  remarkably  well 
of  late,  and  amongst  some  of  the  takes  Mr.  W. 
Chapman,  of  the  Hull  Wednesday  Association,  took 
351b.  of  bream;  Mr.  A.  Crofts,  Sheffield,  301b.; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Lawrence,  of  Hull,  23ilb. ;  Mr.  S.  King  of 
Hull,  also  had  a  good  mixed  bag  of  fish,  including  a 
roach  of  lib.  12oz.,  two  good  tench,  and  several  other 
large  fish  ;  Mr.  A.  Durden,  of  Hull,  amongst  other 
fish.hadatenchof  2Jlb.jand  several  breamhavebeen 
caught,  some  scaling  from  2^lb.  to  3^1b.  each. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Last  Saturday  the  charity  match  promoted 
by  the  Warrington  Anglers  in  aid  of  the  local 
nursing  institution  resulted  in  an  entry  of  445  rods. 
Sport  was  anything  but  good,  as  the  first  prize  went 
to  Mr.  W.  Dennett  for  8oz.  A  pleasing  feature, 
however,  of  the  event  ia  that  probably  £25  will  be 
handed  over  to  this  deserving  charity.  Another 
charity  match  will  be  fished  in  the  same  town  on 
Oct.  17.  The  Mersey  Anglers  have  just  fished  a 
club  match,  Mr.  Leigh  heading  the  list  with  15J-oz. 
The  Little  Hulton  A.S.  had  a  poor  time  of  it  at 
Monton  last  Saturday,  as  out  of  fifty-one  rods  only 
five  caught  fish ;  Mr.  S.  Partington  heads  the  list. 
To-day  the  "Antelopes"  are  due  at  Worsley 
to  fish  a  match.  A  report  (on  Oct.  7)  from  the 
Bollin  holds  out  poor  prospects  for  sport  this  week- 
end, "river  rising  and  still  raining  "  is  a  bad  state 
of  things.  Rods  from  this  county  would  do  well  to 
make  Four  Crosses  a  centre  for  angling.  From 
this  village  they  can  easily  get  to  the  Severn. 
Verniew,  and  a  good  brook,  to  say  nothing  of 
any  amount  of  good  canal  fishing  for  pike. 
Liverpool  anglers  are  still  very  busy.  The  Nelson 
Angling  Society  had  good  sport  with  their  last 
match,  Mr.  G.  Hayes  being  first  with  5lb.  5oz.  The 
Edgehill  anglers  had  a  poor  time  in  their  last 
match,  not  a  prize  being  awarded.  Complaints  are 
being  made  of  poisoning  in  the  local  canal  near 
that  city. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  eleclion  of  the  new  executive  of  the  Hulme 
Crown  A.S.  took  place  on  Monday  last.  The 
election  of  so  many  old  and  trusted  officials  is  a 
pleasing  item  to  read.  The  Sun  A.S.  at  Broken 
Cross  on  Oct.  4  had  an  enjoyable  match,  and  Mr. 
W.  Parkinson  headed  the  prize-winners  with  13Joz. 
Last  week,  and  early  in  this  weak,  Llanymynech 
was  visited  by  several  rods  from  this  city  and 
a  few  guns  from  Liverpool.  Two  of  our  city 
rods,  quietly  walking  along  the  Kings'  highway, 
had  an  unpleasant  tmd  painful  experience  by  being 
shot  by  the  aforesaid  guns.  One  was  seriously 
injured  in  the  face,  one  eye  being  damaged,  and  the 
other  is  said  to  have  received  a  portion  of  the 
charge  in  his  leg.  The  rest  of  the  shots  were  also 
said  to  have  favoured  a  passing  horse  and  waggon. 
From  inquiries  on  Oct.  7,  the  damaged  ones  were 
reported  as  progressing  favourably.  The  committee 
match  of  the  C.P.A.A.  took  place  in  the  Dee  at 
Chester  ;  thirteen  rods  competed.  Mr.  Geo.  Yates 
took  the  first  place  with  21b.  4oz.,  and  the  others  fair 
weights.  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass,  fishing  in  Ireland,  has 
lately  been  doing  well.  Fishing  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib,  he  killed  eighteen  trout,  251b.,  with  Harry 
Long  Legs.  He  also  saw  three  trout,  111b.,  8lb.,  and 
51b.,  the  first  killed  with  the  fly.  Passing  on  to 
Killarney,  he  killed  nine  salmon,  from  51b.  to  151b,, 
and  eighty  good  trout. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  last  seven 
days,  and  the  wind  terrifically  nigh,  blowing  down 
trees  and  doing  a  lot  of  damage.  This  (Wednesday) 
morning  all  the  brooks  are  fiooded,  fields  partially 
under  water,  and  roads  impassable.  Teme  and 
Severn  very  high  and  discoloured,  and  rising 
rapidly.  Angling  out  of  the  question  for  some  time. 
On  Oct.  1  and  2  some  good  catches  of  roach  were  had 
in  the  Severn.  Mr.  W.  Hill  caught  seventeen  fine 
fish ;  Mr.  C.  Evans,  Upton-on-Severn,  had  capital 
catches ;  Messrs.  Thomas,  Wilson,  Allen,  and  Jones 
had  very  good  sport  in  the  Avon  among  the  roach 
and  bream,  two  of  the  latter  weighing  81b.  2oz. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Purely  local  angling  has  been  at  a  standstill 
during  the  past  week,  and  rodmen  are  looking 
forward  to  early  frosts  bringing  sport  with  pike 
and  roach.  Both  the  Ouse  and  the  Foss  have  been 
in  flood,  and  strong  freshets  are  reported  from 
other  districts.  On  Saturday  (Oct.  3),  the  St, 
Lawrence  (York)  Working  Men's  Club  held  an 
open  sweepstake,  limited  to  the  general  members, 
at  Naburn,  leave  having  been  granted  by  Messrs. 
Graham  and  Barton.  Sixty  or  more  anglers  com- 
peted, and  all,  with  one  exception,  caught  fish.  G. 
Peak  headed  the  list  of  winners  with  2lb.  5:|^oz. 
The  prizes  were  distributed  at  the  club's  weekly 
concert,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  F.  Sharpeley,  the 
late  secretary,  was  presented  by  the  members  with  a 
handsome  meerschaum  pipe.  The  Wellington  (York) 
A.  C.  had  a  successful  smoker  at  the  headquarters  in 
Alma-terrace,  on  Oct.  3,  when  the  winners  of  the 
past  season  received  their  awards.  Further  afield, 
the  Swale  at  Morton,  near  Northallerton,  was  the 
locale  of  the  fourth  amnual  competition  of  the  steel 
smelters  connected  with  the  Moor  Ironworks  on 
Teeside.  The  twenty-four  anglers  stood  their  ground 
from  9  a.m.  till  2  p.m.,  notwithstanding  the  flooded 
state  of  the  stream.    Mr,  S.  Martin,  10£-oz.  (perch), 


led  the  winners.  Dinner  was  afterwards  served  at 
the  Nun  Plus  Hotel.  The  trout  season  which  has 
just  closed  has  been  a  poor  one  for  fly  fishers. 
Attention  is  now  turning  to  grayling. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  very  wild  and  wet,  and 
sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  usual  standard,  gener- 
ally speaking,  on  those  waters  still  open  for  angling, 
Fair  sport  has  been  had  occasionally  on  the  Cork 
rivers,  and  in  the  Killarney  district  good  sport  has 
been  had  on  the  Maine  at  salmon.  At  time  of  writing 
the  weather  has  shown  little  or  no  improvement,  and 
on  the  whole  the  prospects  are  not  reewsuring  all 
round.  The  angling  has  closed  on  many  waters,  but 
on  others  it  remains  open  till  Oct.  15,  and  on 
others  till  the  end  of  the  month.  Sea  angling 
continues  suspended  at  all  the  principal  stations 
owing  to  the  very  bad  state  of  the  weather.  Sa  far 
the  season  has  been  a  good  one  on  both  lakes  and 
sea,  though  on  a  great  many  days  in  each  month  no 
angling  could  be  done. 


iloics  from  tl)e  ^oxif). 

The  brown  trout  season  in  Scotland  ends  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  14,  at  sundown — not  the  15th  as 
stated  in  a  former  issue. 

Mr.  William  Farquhar,  lessee  of  the  Carlogie  Dee 
water,  last  week  landed  a  221b.  salmon,  which  had 
the  left  pectoral  fin  cut  clean  off.  The  evident  in- 
tention was  no  doubt  to  mark  the  fish  for  future 
identification  where  no  proper  tags  were  available."* 

On  the  Don,  about  two  weeks  ago,  Mr.  George 
Davidson,  while  angling  the  Grandholm  water, 
landed  a  201b.  salmon  with  similar  marking — the 
left  pectoral  fin  having  been  cut  clean  off.  The 
incident  was  noted  at  the  time,  and  the  measure- 
ments, etc.,  of  the  fish  taken. 


By  applying  to  Mr.  Calderwood,  Fishery  Inspec- 
tor, Edinburgh,  spring  anglers  who  care  to  mark 
their  kelts  before  returning  them  can  have  a  supply 
of  tags  prepared  for  the  purpose.  The  watchers  and 
water-bailiffs  on  every  river  and  stream  should  have 
them  ad  libitum  for  distribution. 


The  King's  ball  on  Friday  at  Balmoral  was  the 
success  of  the  season.  The  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Sir  Allan  and  Lady  Mackenzie,  General  Sir 
Dighton  Pi'obyn,  and  all  the  nobiUty  and  gentry  far 
and  near  were  there,  and  enjoyed  themselves  right 
heartily. 


On  Wednesday  the  Court  wiU  have  moved  from 
Deeside,  and  in  another  week  or  two  the  season  will 
be  at  an  end.  Already  the  trains  to  the  south  are 
heavily  laden. 


Lord  Penrhjm,  who  rents  the  famous  Caimton 
water  on  the  Dee,  has  not  been  much  on  the  river 
owing  to  a  severe  cold. 

An  angler,  who  has  a  rod  on  the  Crmves  Don 
water,  hooked  a  heavy  fish  the  other  morning.  While 
running  it,  his  line  was  fouled  by  a  brother  angler, 
who  ultimately  broke  him,  but  landed  the  fish.  The 
second  angler's  minnow  was  entangled  in  the  first 
angler's  trace. 


The  second  angler  claimed  the  fish,  a  beauty  of 
241b.,  and  carried  it  off.  This  I  think  mean  in  the 
highest  degree — contemptibly  mean  and  happily 
rare.  To  foul  a  man's  line,  break  him,  and  then 
carry  off  his  fish  is  adding  insult  to  injury  with  a 
vengeance. 


Mr.  Greigson  has  had  some  fme  fish  on  the  Don 
recently,  and  on  Saturday,  in  addition  to  three 
others,  landed  a  beauty  of  34lb. 

Sir  Arthur  Grant,  Bart.,  Monymusk,  used  to  joke 
that  he  had  eiglit  miles  of  salmon  waters  on  the 
Don,  yet  he  had  to  send  to  market  for  salmon.  This 
year  the  Don  shows  what  a  river  can  do  with  e\en 
half  a  chance. 


The  King's  party  bagged  forty-eight  stags  during 
the  past  ten  days,  including  one  imperial.  In  addi- 
tion, the  Prince  of  Wales  had  some  fair  sport  on  the 
Dee. 


The  Aberdeen  Roek  Fishers  finished  up  a  good 
season  on  Saturday  by  a  "  social"  at  Muchalls. 

Speciai,  Scotch. 


*  Surely  no  one  would  maim  a  fish  in  this  way. 
It  is  much  more  likely  to  have  been  torn  off  by  a 
net  or  bitten  off  by  a  seal  or  some  sea  fish. — Ed. 
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Xetters  to  tbe  iBbitov. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

MORE  ANGLING  HOTELS, 

Dear  Sir, — The  burning  question  of  the  day,  of 
greater  importance  than  fiscal  crises  or  Bulgarian 
atrocities,  is  that  of  the  sporting  properties  and  in- 
ternal management  of  angling  hotels.  May  I  add  a 
little  to  the  knowledge  on  this  subject  by  giving 
yoiu-  readers  the  experience  gained  by  this  year's 
holiday,  and  at  the  same  time  put  myself  in  the 
fashion  by  having  a  good  old  grumble  ? 

The  first  part  of  my  jaunt  was  back  to  my  old 
love,  that  loveliest  of  western  streams  the  Camel. 
At  home  in  the  little  old-world  inn  by  the  Bridge, 
close  to  the  river,  in  the  centre  of  the  best  of 
the  peal  fishing,  with  plenty  of  the  best  of  food, 
great  kindness  and  courtesy  from  Host  Butler  and 
his  good  wife,  and  perfect  freedom  from  all  restraint, 
what  angler  would  not  be  happy  ?  My  real  grumble, 
however,  is  at  the  next  place  I  visited.  Down  in 
the  south  of  Devon,  not  many  miles  from  the  Start, 
is  a  house  by  the  sea,  which  shall  be  nameless.  It 
is  called  an  hotel  on  page  i.-  of  the  F.  G.,  but  I 
should  rather  term  it  a  home  for  amiable  imbeciles,  or  a 
happy  hunting  ground  for  incurable  anglers.  About 
the  fishing  I  cannot  say  much  that  is  good.  True, 
there  are  plenty  of  jack  and  a  few  good  pike,  also 
magnificent  rudd,  and  any  number  of  bold,  fighting 
perch.  But  what  are  these  ?  Certainly  Mr. 
Vickery  should  have  stocked  his  Ley  with  tarpon 
and  mahseer  at  least.  My  real  heartfelt  growl  is 
about  the  management  of  the  hotel,  which  leaves 
much  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  electric  lights,  lifts, 
motors  to  the  Ley  and  back,  and  above  all,  a  tuimel 
through  the  cliffs.  These  little  necessities  are 
required  by  the  modern  angler,  and  no  doubt  will 
be  provided  by  next  season.  These  people,  Mr. 
Editor,  actually  make  you  feel  at  home,  and  let  you 
do  as  you  like  !  I  went  there  a  stranger,  and 
they  took  me  in.  They  generally  do  at  hotels.  But 
I  did  not  want  to  go  out  again.  My  dress  suit,  hair 
dyes,  and  wax  were  all  wasted.  The  shortcomings 
of  the  host  should  have  a  paragrapli  to  themselves, 
but  I  refrain  as  you  would  certainly  cut  it  out  as  an 
advertisement. 

I  must  now  proceed  to  the  head  waiter  (I  wish  I 
could),  and  hurl  my  scorn  at  his  devoted  head. 
Fancy  a  man  in  his  position  who  actually  goes  out 
of  his  way  to  keep  a  hot  dinner  for  you  if  you  stay 
late  on  the  Ley  to  catch  specimen  rudd  !  He  then 
fills  up  the  cup  next  day  by  giving  you  an  early 
breakfast  to  start  you  again,  and  pacliing  you  lunch 
enough  for  half  a  dozen  to  keep  you  going.  This 
brings  me  to  another  point.  The  catering  at  this 
home  for  incurables  is  perfectly  awful.  Devonshire 
cream  for  breakfast,  ditto  for  lunch,  ditto  for  dinner  ! 
There  are  besides  a  few  other  things,  mere  trifles, 
such  as  fish,  ham,  eggs,  soups,  poultry,  joints,  vege- 
tables, etc.  But  fancy  haying  Devonshire  cream 
all  the  time  ! 

Now  we  come  to  the  worst  point  of  the  whole 
indictment.  You  actually  have  to  pay  for  all  this  ! 
Not  very  much,  it  is  true.  But  it  does  seem  a  shame 
that,  after  getting  too  many  fish,  too  much  and  too 
good  food,  and  too  great  courtesy  from  all,  the  pro- 
prietor does  not  pay  you  to  go  there. 

I  have  now  had  my  grumble,  and,  as  both  these 
places  are  in  poor  effete  old  England,  I  will  not 
worry  the  subject  any  more.  My  only  remaining 
trouble  is  whether  mine  host  will  let  me  off  for 
nothing  next  time,  or  charge  me  double  ;  but,  in 
either  case,  I  hope  it  will  be  soon.  I  must  return 
for  those  big  pike  and  perch,  and  above  all  for  those 
21b.  rudd,  hardest  of  fighters,  worthy  a  place  amongst 
the  "  game  "  fish. — Yours  truly,  Doctor. 

Bristol. 

P.S. — The  only  real  bother  we  had  at  Torcross 
was  with  a  sitting,  or  a  brood,  or  a  flock  of  tame 
wild  ducks.  This  seems  mixed,  but  it  is  all  right. 
They  were  hatched  from  wild  ducks'  eggs  and  sat 
on  by  a  hen  (the  eggs).  These  beggars  came  round 
every  day  foraging  for  the  bread  we  were  ground- 
baiting  the  surface  of  the  water  with,  and  put  the 
rudd  off  the  feed  many  times.  One  fine  morning  a 
duckling  gobbled  up  a  nice  bit  of  soft  crust  and  a 
perch  hook,  and  the  next  morning  his  particular  pal 
did  the  same.  They  were  struck  and  played,  giving 
good  sport,  and  ending  up  with  a  painful  surgical 
operation  without  anaesthetics.  Complete  and  suc- 
cessful cure  ! 


"A  HOLIDAY  IN  IRELAND  AND  A 
REQUEST." 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Fly  Rod,"  in 
his  letter  which  appeared  under  the  above  heading 
in  your  issue  of  Sept.  26,  asks  where  he  and  his 
angling  friends  can,  in  the  month  of  August,  obtain 
lough  fishing,  where,  given  a  favourable  day,  they 
can  make  a  good  basket  of  trout,  averaging  lib. 
each,  on  the  artificial  or  natural  fly.    In  reply  I 


would  strongly  recommend  them  to  try  Lough 
Corrib,  and  to  fish  it  from  Oughterard,  where  they 
can  get  clean,  comfortable  quarters  at  any  of  the 
three  hotels  at  the  moderate  charge  of  from  6s.  to 
7s.  per  day  for  board  and  lodging,  and  where  good 
safe  boats  and  excellent  boatmen  can  be  got  at  8s. 
per  day  for  boat  and  two  men,  the  distance  from  any 
of  the  hotels  to  the  boat  not  being  more  than  ten 
minutes'  walk. 

"  Fly  Rod  "  complains  of  the  heavy  charges  at 
the  Clonbur  Hotel  of  £3  10s.  a  week  for  board, 
lodging,  and  car  hire  from  railway  station  and  back, 
and  also  car  hire  each  day  to  fishing  and  back.  I 
am  afraid  "  Fly  Rod  "  and  his  friends  will  not  find 
good,  clean,  comfortable  fishing  quarters  at  a  less 
cost  anywhere  than  those  at  Clonbur  or  Oughterard, 
where  the  total  cost  per  head  is  about  £5  per  week. 
It  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  guarantee  good  sport 
on  any  lake  in  any  month  without  the  absolutely 
necessary  condition  of  good  fishing  weather.  What 
can  be  guaranteed  is,  that  the  lake  is  full  of  fine 
trout,  and  it  then  remains  for  the  angler,  given 
favourable  weather,  to  induce  the  fish  to  take  his 
bait. 

Cross-line  fishing  was  made  illegal  on  Lough  Mask 
in  1895,  and  on  Lough  Corrib  in  1899.  If  these 
lakes  have  been  properly  preserved,  they  ought  to 
be  by  now  swarming  with  trout.  I  can  answer  for 
Lough  Corrib,  where  on  a  calm  day  in  the  May  Fly 
season  fish  will  be  seen  rising  practically  in  every 
yard  of  the  lake,  and  it  is  full  of  pike,  perch,  and  both 
spring  salmon  and  grilse. 

Apparently  "  Fly  Rod  "  was  not  successful  last 
August  when  fishing  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  from 
Clonbur.  In  that  month  this  year  I  and  my  boat- 
men fished  together  on  Lough  Corrib  from  Ough- 
terard for  fourteen  days,  namely,  on  the  1st,  then 
from  3rd  to  7th,  10th  to  14th,  on  the  17th  and  21st, 
and  again  on  the  31st.  We  did  not  have  a  single 
blank  day.  Our  smallest  bag  was  on  the  4th,  when 
we  got  only  two  trout  weighing  IJlb.  There  was  a 
storm  blowing  all  day,  and  it  was  impossible  to  fish 
with  any  comfort,  and  we  gave  it  up  at  3  p.m.  Our 
best  day  was  on  the  21st,  when  we  got  fifteen  trout 
weighing  12ilb.  Our  total  catch  for  the  fourteen 
days  was  87  trout,  weighing  851b.,  the  largest  51b.  ; 
4  pike  weighing  20^1b.,  largest  161b.  ;  and  20  perch, 
weighing  261b.  We  dapped  whenever  there  was 
wind  with  the  "  Harry,"  and  when  it  was  calm  or 
too  stormy  trolled  with  the  "  Wagtail."  Con- 
sidering the  weather,  I  think  the  above  is  a  fair 
bag  for  two  rods.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  water  on 
which  the  fishing  has  been  good  this  year  ;  even  on 
the  best  white  trout  lakes  the  fishing  is  said  to  be 
very  much  below  the  average.  Since  July  15  we 
have  had  nothing  but  storm  after  storm,  with 
thunder  and  lightning  and  occasional  torrents  of 
rain.  I  have  heard  of  no  complaint  as  regards  the 
quantity  of  fish  to  be  seen,  but  I  have  heard  many 
as  regards  the  reluctance  of  the  fish  to  rise,  and 
amongst  them  the  accompanying  verses  were  sent 
me  by  a  sporting  angling  party  of  four,  to  whom  my 
apologies  are  due  for  giving  them  to  the  public. 

I  would  here  mention  that  the  preservation  of 
Lough  Corrib  is  looked  after  by  the  Corrib  Fisheries 
Association,  as  well  as  by  the  Board  of  Conservators 
Galway  District,  and  that  the  former  is  to  a  very 
great  extent  dependent  on  the  support  it  receives 
from  anglers  who  visit  the  lake,  and  for  whose 
special  benefit  it  is  preserved.  The  head  bailiff  of 
the  Association  this  year  on  one  occasion  visited  the 
Clonbur  Hotel  when  twenty-one  sportsmen  were 
staying  there,  and  who  fished  on  Lough  Corrib  as 
well  as  on  Mask.  His  appeal  for  support  was  met 
by  a  subscription  of  5s.  from  one  angler,  while  the 
others  refused  to  give  anything. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  add  that  I  will  be  happy 
at  any  time  to  give  anglers  who  wish  to  visit  Ough- 
terard or  Lough  Corrib  any  information  they  may 
require  on  fishing  matters,  and  I  think  I  can  safely 
promise  that  it  will  be  reliable,  as  I  have  no  axe  to 
grind  ;  but  I  cannot  guarantee  good  fishing  weather. 
— Yours  truly,  Scrope  B.  Doia 

Oughterard,  Oct.  4.  (Hon.  Sec.  C.F.A.). 

Poetical  P.S.— 

The  Four  Best  Fishing  Winds. 
On  Monday  we  started  all  hopeful 

Of  sport  in  this  fish-teeming  lake. 
Willie  Holmes  said  the  east  wind  was  splendid. 

The  trout  would  be  certain  to  take. 
We  dapped  till  'twas  sundown  and  after, 

Selecting  most  succulent  flies  ; 
But  for  some  unaccountable  reason 
The  fish  were  reluctant  to  rise. 

On  Tuesday  a  north  wind  was  blowing 

(Peter  Fahy  asserts  this  is  best). 
So  we  boarded  the  boats  quite  exultant, 

And  dapped  with  unlimited  zest. 
But  in  spite  of  our  efforts  undaimted. 

And  to  our  chagrin  and  surprise. 
For  some  unaccountable  reason 

The  fish  Were  reluctant  to  rise.  ' 


Jim  McDonogh  was  sanguine  on  Wednesday, 

Says  he  :  "  Sir,  we'll  get  fish  to-day  ; 
The  wind  from  the  westward  is  blowing, 

And  the  clouds  are  a  beautiful  grey. 
And  remember  you  must  give  him  time,  sir. 

You  never  can  tell  what's  his  size." 
Yet  for  some  unaccountable  reason 

The  fish  were  reluctant  to  rise. 

On  Thursday  we  almost  had  "  chucked  it "  ; 

But  we  yet  had  one  prophetess  more — 
Dame  Dixon,  our  culinary  treasure. 

Exclaimed  from  the  open  back-door  : 
"  'Tis  a  south  wind  this  morning  is  blowing  ; 

'Tis  the  best,  sure — them  boatmen  tell  lies." 
Yet  for  some  unaccountable  reason 

The  fish  were  reluctant  to  rise. 

We've  cudgelled  our  brains  and  debated 

The  cause  of  poor  fishing  to  find. 
We've  tested  the  clouds  and  the  sunshine. 

The  force  and  direction  of  wind.  ' 
But  alas  !  sirs,  the  only  solution 

That  in  any  degree  satisfies  ] 
Is — for  some  unaccountable  reason 

The  trout  are  unwilling  to  rise. 
Sept.,  1903.  DVNESIG. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  a  letter  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Sept.  26  signed  "  Fly  Rod,"  which  has 
caused  me  to  greatly  wonder  what  sort  of  sportsman 
he  can  possibly  be  !  The  man  who  expects  to  go  to 
Ireland,  or,  indeed,  anywhere  else,  and  obtain 
free  fishing  which  will  yield  him  large  baskets  of 
trout  caught  on  the  fly  in  August,  averaging  a 
pound  apiece,  and  free  shooting  for  snipe,  wood- 
cock, and  partridgps  during  that  same  month, 
and  then  complains  at  having  to  pay  £3  1  Os.  a  week 
for  these  same  privileges,  including  board  and 
lodging,  and  if  I  mistake  not  cars  to  take  him  to 
and  fro  for  his  sport,  must  be  a  very  exacting 
individual  indeed  !  I  personally  have  spent  many 
months  fishing  Lough  Mask,  and  can  only  say  that 
the  fishing,  for  those  who  can  fish  even  a  little  bit, 
is  excellent. 

I  have  also  had  a  fair  amount  of  shooting  in  the 
>=ame  neighbourhood,  and  have  had  many  an  excel- 
lent day's  snipe  shooting  in  the  bogs  around  Kilbride, 
and  also  on  several  occasions  have  managed  to  kill 
my  five  or  six  brace  of  partridges,  together  with  a 
hare  or  two  and  a  few  ducks. 

I  must  say,  however,  that  it  is  a  few  years  since 
I  was  there,  and  at  that  time  partridge  shooting  in 
August  was  not  permitted.  Moreover,  I  hardly 
expected  to  make  large  bags  of  either  woodcock  or 
snipe  during  that  same  month.  As  to  "Fly  Rod's" 
strictures  upon  the  catering  he  experienced  at  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel  as  compared  with  what  he  gets 
at  a  first-rate  London  hotel,  I  merely  remark  what 
seems  obvious,  that  the  difficulties  of  obtaining 
delicacies  and  luxuries  are  somewhat  greater  in  the 
wilds  of  Connemara  than  in  a  first-rate  London 
hotel. — Yours  truly.  Fair  Play. 


THAT  COLD  MUTTON  AGAIN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  intended  giving  you  an  account  of 
my  experience  of  the  fishing  on  Lough  Mask  from 
the  Clonbur  end  in  August  last  and  the  accommoda- 
tion there,  but  your  correspondent  "  Fly  Rod  "  so 
fully  and  completely  sets  forth  my  experience  that 
it  would  only  be  taking  up  space  in  your  paper  to  do 
so  now.  I  will  only  say  I  was  assured  that  the 
month  of  August  on  this  lough  was  one  of  the  best 
in  the  season,  and  that  good  sport  dapping  was  next 
to  a  certainty.  I  dapped  and  dapped  and  tried  all 
kinds  of  flies  day  after  day,  but  on  no  occasion  got 
more  than  a  brace,  and  some  days  blank,  or  only  a 
single  fish.  Luncheon  is  as  a  rule  calculated  to 
infuse  fresh  energy.  Cold  mutton  and  bread  day 
after  day  completely  damped  one's  ardour,  with 
the  result  that  you  returned  in  the  evening  hungry 
and  disgusted.  Since  my  return  home  I  have  heard 
from  others  who  were  there,  and  they  say  they  got 
much  less  than  they  paid  for.  I  sympathise  with 
"  Fly  Rod,"  as  his  holiday  was  evidently  quite 
spoilt  from  lack  of  the  guaranteed  sport  and  mutton, 
mutton,  mutton  mom,  noon,  and  night. — Yoiu^ 
truly,  Fly  Fisher. 

[No  doubt  Mr.  Joyce  will  bear  in  mind  that  many 
English  anglers  have  a  loathing  for  mutton  cold.  I 
sympathise  with  them. — Ed.] 

FLOAT  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  H.  C,  Cutcliffe  has  brought  a  nest 
of  hornets  about  his  ears  I  fancy — and  serve  him 
right.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  read  more  bigoted  and 
unsportsmanlike  remarks  than  those  of  his  anent 
float  fishing  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  26.  He  talks 
about  "  a  perfect  disciple  of  our  art."  How  can  a 
man  be  a  "  perfect  disciple  "  unless  he  is  acquainted 
with  and  skilful  in  all  the  different  branches  of  that 
art  ?  Has  Mr.  Cutcliffe  ever  caught  a  big  roach  on 
very  fine  tackle  ?    Has  he  ever  had  a  fight  with  a 
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large  pike  on  a  keen  winter  day  ?  Has  he  ever  ex- 
perienced the  feverish  excitement  of  expectancy 
■with  which  one  may  watch  his  float  when  fishing 
where  there  are  big  fish,  and  every  bob  may^mean 
that  at  last  the  big  chap  you  have  waited  for  so 
patiently  is  hooked  ? 

I  am  a  trout  fisherman,  and  have  also  had  many 
an  exciting  and  exhilarating  fight  with  the  lordly 
salmon,  and  although  I  naturally  prefer  this  class  of 
sport,  I  by  no  means  despise  coarse  fishing.  I  can, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  thoroughly  enjoy  a  day's  fishing 
of  any  kind.  Neither  do  I  deny  the  necessity  of 
skill  and  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  habits 
of  the  fish  to  the  latter  class,  which  Mr.  Cutcliffe 
appears  to  think  only  necessary  to  that  kind  of 
fishing  which  he  advocates.  He  says  further  on  in 
his  article  :  "  One  is  apt  to  get  bigoted  to  one  par- 
ticular idea  formed  from  habit  or  custom."  How 
very  true  !  He  is  himself  a  most  perfect  illustration 
of  his  own  words.  That  he  should  immediately 
afterwards  endeavour  to  justify  that  bigotry  and 
lack  of  originahty  is  only  what  one  might  expect 
from  his  previous  remarks 

Again,  he  says,  "  those  who  have  a  taste  to  potter 
about  a  pond  and  catch  muddy  carp,  etc."  What 
matter  if  they  are  muddy,  if  you  are  not  "  pot- 
hunting  ?  "  Surely  ]Mr.  Cutclifie  does  not  catch 
trout  for  the  pot !  Besides,  I  fancy  he  might  "  potter 
about  a  pond  "  a  long  time  before  he  caught  that 
"  fresh-water  fox  "  which  he  so  superciliously  dis- 
poses of  with  the  "  et  cetera."  It  is  bej'ond  my  ken 
how  a  man,  who  is  presumably  a  gentleman,  and 
who  poses  as  a  sportsman,  covdd  have  allowed  his 
pen  to  write  such  uncultured  drivel,  and  wantonly 
insult  a  large  portion  of  the  fishing  fraternity. 

I  wonder  whether  he  considers  a  man  who,  instead 
of  shooting  pheasants  as  they  are  driven  from  cover, 
stumbles  over  bog  and  moss  to  shoot  snipe,  or  hides 
himself  about  in  the  cold  grey  dawn  to  shoot 
duck  and  other  wild-fowl — whether  he  considers  him 
a  "  pitiful  object  "  ?  The  "  pitiful  object  "  is  the 
man  who,  like  himself,  exhibits  insolent  bigotry  and 
an  inability  to  imagine  virtue  in  anything  but  that 
which  he  sanctions.  As  for  the  fellowship  which  he 
so  loftily  denies  us,  I  do  not  think  it  is  likely  to  be 
sought  after  very  keenly.  I  read  with  much  satis- 
faction the  letters  of  Messrs.  W.  Withers  Roberts 
and  E.  Phillips,  and  fully  concur  in  their  remarks. 
In  conclusion,  let  me  assure  Mr.  Cutclifie  that  if  he 
thinks  he  will  ever  convince  a  true  fisherman  that 
"  a  stupid  float  is  incompatible  with  any  feehng  of 
sport,"  or  that  anyone  using  it  is  a  "  pitiful  object," 
il  a  la  mer  d  boire. — Yours  truly, 

Lowestoft,  Oct.  5.       J.  E.  Caiepbell-Taylok. 

[I  fear  my  footnote  to  Mr.  PhiUips's  letter  did  not 
make  it  quite  clear  that  Mr.  CutcUffe  is  dead. 
Perhaps  it  is  lucky  for  him  that  he  is  ! — Ed.] 


Deab  SrB, — What  you  have  well  termed  "  silly  " 
remarks  of  the  late  Mr.  or  Dr.  Cutclifie  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  were  certainly  apt  to 
draw  fire  from  the  serenity  of  other  anglers — accord- 
ing to  his  views  to  be  most  justly  regarded  as  of 
poorer  spirit  and  on  an  altogether  lower  plane 
regarding  sport  than  those  who  angle  after  the 
manner  of  which  he  has  so  graphically  written  him- 
self. Yet  there  is  no  reason  why  all  votaries  of 
angling  should  not  tolerate  all  its  forms,  for  the 
angling  impulse,  attractive  and  charming,  has  many 
styles  to  fit  the  fancy  of  many  minds.  It  is  the 
same  with  other  engrossing  pursuits.  Some  people 
are  addicted  to  golf  or  cricket,  tennis  or  bilUards,  or 
shoot,  or  bike  or  motor-car,  or  climb  mountains,  and 
sometimes  do  these  in  a  variety  of  ways,  each  most 
enthusiastic  over  the  pleasure  or  pursuit  which 
interests  him  most. 

Although  some  of  us  may  regard  float-fishing  as 
very  much  on  a  par  with  eel-spearing,  and  infinitely 
lees  artistic  than  trout-tickling,  all  artists,  it  is  true, 
are  not  of  a  kind,  nor  yet  are  they  always  portrait 
painters  only  ;  while  those  who  love  fly-fishing  best, 
may  at  least  let  the  crowd  of  bait  anglers  and  coarse 
fishers  flsh  in  peace  without  picturing  their  practice 
as  contemptible  ;  and  those  of  us  whose  sympathies 
respond  to  the  faintest  telegraphic  indication  given 
by  a  float  of  what  the  operator  at  the  hook  is  up  to 
can  well  have  joys  of  their  own  in  making  further 
acquaintance  with  the  fish.  At  any  rate,  no  speci- 
men can  look  finer  or  make  a  greatly  different 
fight  for  freedom,  captured  in  one  way  or  the  other, 
nor  can  the  blank  be  more  complete  than  when  there 
is  no  response  in  either  case. 

Anglers  may  leave  wrangling  on  this  subject  safely 
alone,  and  when  fishing,  fresh-water  or  marine,  is  so 
difficult  to  get,  may  rejoice  when  they  can  find 
enough,  coarse  or  fine,  to  prevent  their  cherished  art 
from  becoming  all  too  soon  a  memory  of  the  past. — 
Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

Oct.  5. 

SALMON  IN  THE  COQUET. 

Deab  Mr,  Marston, — From  information  I  have 
received  I  am  inclined  to  think  I  possibly  over- 


rated the  amount  of  salmon  in  the  Coquet.  My 
information  in  the  first  instance  was  got  from  the 
Conservancy's  head-bailiff  and  also  from  anglers  in 
the  Warkworth  district,  and  while  it  may  be  near 
the  mark  in  the  earUer  part  of  the  season  it  may 
not  on  the  general  average.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
however,  salmon  continue  to  be  got  on  the  river 
with  rod  and  line,  and  on  the  Aln  yet  another 
grilse  and  some  sea-trout  have  been  killed.  The 
rivers  here  are  all  in  flood,  and  good  sport  should 
be  got  as  they  clear. — Yours  truly, 
AJne  Brae,  Alnmouth,  J ohn  J.  Hardy. 

Northumberland. 


SCOTTISH  TROUT  CLOSE  TIME— A  CORREC- 
TION. 

Dear  Sir, — "  G.  M."  in  "  Closing  Down,"  on  page 
206  of  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  states  the  close 
time  for  trout  in  Scotland  as  Oct.  15.  Is  he  not  a 
day  wrong  ? — Yours  truly,  A.  A. 

[The  Act  says  the  close  time  is  from  Oct.  15  to 
Feb.  28,  both  inclusive,  so  the  season  ends  on  Oct.  14. 
—Ed.] 


BULL-TROUT  IN  THE  TWEED. 

Dear  Mr.  Mabston, — I  am  obliged  for  the  defi- 
nite information  afforded  on  this  subject  by  Mr. 
Francis  Ley,  and  also  by  Sir  R.  Waldie  Griffith. 
Certainly  there  can  scarcely  be  any  great  difficulty 
in  distinguishing  between  a  Salmo  eriox  and  a  Salmo 
solar — and  not,  perhaps,  so  very  great  difficulty 
either  in  distinguishing  between  a  grilse  and  a  sea- 
trout  ;  but  that  is  not,  I  think,  the  principal  point 
I  inquired  about.  I  asked,  I  believe,  more  parti- 
cularly in  context  with  the  rest  of  my  communi- 
cation to  have  the  differences  defined  between  black 
fish  of  S.  eriox  and  black  fish  of  S.  trutta,  but  no  doubt 
Mr.  Francis  Ley  was  replying  to  some  other  inquiry. 
It  still  remains  a  desideratum  to  distinguish  between 
the  "  kelted  "  or  black  fish  of  S.  eriox  and  S.  trutta. 
Herein  lies  the  point  of  importance,  if  we  are  to  cor- 
rectly judge  of  the  numbers  of  each  species  which 
ascend  our  rivers  ;  whether  the  ascent  be  up  the 
main  stream  to  its  sources  or  up  the  side  tributaries 
only.  There  can  be  scarcely  any  trouble  in  identi- 
fying an  S.  eriox  when  in  his  prime ;  then,  indeed,  he 
is  a  lovely  fish  and  "  very  game."  But  after  spawn- 
ing, or  even  after  reaching  the  tideway,  or  the  sea, 
after  "  coming  down,"  what  is  then  desired  is  a 
lucid  and  concise  method  of  separation  which 
"  every  fellow  can  understand."  I  am  convinced 
now— in  1900  to  1903— that  in  1882  even,  the  late 
Dr.  Francis  Day  misidentified  sometimes  these 
so-called  "tidal  trout."  I  say  "tidal  trout,"  by 
which  I  mean  such  as  are  found,  not  only  in  the  tide- 
way, but  also  at  a  certain  season  of  the  year  in  the ' 
first  one,  or  two,  or  three  lowest  pools  of  some  of  our 
west  coast  rivers,  amongst  which  I  may  instance  the 
Inver  and  the  Kirkaig — trout  running  up  to  41b., 
61b.,  81b.,  and  101b.  even,  and  a  record  one  at  141b., 
taken  in  the  sea  — •  at  Kylesku,  for  instance  —  or 
occasionally  in  the  lower  pools  of  small  burns  ;  and 
even  larger  individuals  got  occasionally  in  the  Inver. 
Almost  invariably  these  are  S.  eriox  ;  and,  in  the 
tide  or  on  the  lower  pools  of  rivers  in  May,  scarcely 
ever  rise  to  fly,  but  are  taken  by  spinning  lures  and 
worms.  Even  well  on  into  June,  and  before  the 
July  floods  and  spring  tides  of  July,  or  extreme  end 
of  June,  meet,  fish  caught  in  the  lower  pools  of  rivers 
are  mostly  "  weel-mendit  kelts,"  and  many,  alas, 
indeed  not  even  "  mendit  "  at  all  !  Indeed,  the 
well-mended  ones  are  the  exceptions  !  If  a  big 
fish  does  rise  to  fly,  then  he  may  be  a  "  clean  run  " 
fish  —  I  speak  of  certain  rivers,  not  of  all  —  and  if 
he  is,  he  is  probably  a  true  S,  solar,  and  not  a 
S.  eriox  or  S.  trutta. 

Now  I  have  seen  large  S.  eriox  caught  in  the  'deep 
arms  of  the  sea  (Glen  Dhu  and  Coul)  ;  I  have  seen 
them  61b.,  81b.,  101b.,  and  larger.  I  have  seen  them 
in  perfect  gala  dress,  lusty  and  strong.  This  was  in 
J uly  and  August.  And  I  have  seen  them  black  and 
shmy,  almost  spotless,  lanky,  herring-gutted,  with 
vents  distended,  gills  red  and  ragged-edged,  brought 
in  triumphantly,  laid  on  the  slab,  left  there  to  the 
admiration  of  perhaps  a  score  of  anglers,  until  at 
last,  perhaps  hurriedly,  removed  ;  and  only  one  or 
two  men  the  wiser.    This  would  be  in  May  or  June. 

First  man  :  "  WTiat  would  they  be  doing  coming 
up  there  ?  "  Second  man  :  "  Eh,  coming  up  ! 
Down,  you  mean."    Together  :  "  Ha,  ha,  rather  !  " 

It  was  not  a  sea-trout ;  it  was  not  a  salmon.  It 
was  not  a  "  clean  run  fish,"  though  caught  in  the  salt 
water.  It  was  a  buU-trout,  and  a  rank  kelt  at  that  ! 
I  only  mention  one  big  one  abov^e,  but  many 
similar,  big  and  small,  are  killed  before  the  first  fresh 
rim  takes  place  ;  with  worms,  in  the  lower  river 
pools,  and  in  the  tideway  with  minnow  and  sand-eel. 
And  yea,  further,  many  more  are  caught  in  the  lochs 
above  with  minnow  and  Devon,  but  almost  never 
with  fly.  Many  more  are  slain  in  the  tidal  wafers 
and  estuaries  of  our  east  coast  rivers,  and  are  sent 
away  by  hundredweights  from  our  iU-used,  adver- 


tised "  early  Scottish  sea-trout  rivers  " — and  heroin, 
of  course,  I  am  including  under  my  remarks  both 
sea-trout  and  .S'.  eriox.  The  latter  I  believe  to  be 
a  far  commoner  fish  in  many  of  our  west  coast 
streams — rocky  streams  they  may  be,  an  described 
by  Mr.  Francis  Ley— than  is  generally  credited. 
There  may  not  be  great  harm  done  by  reducing  the 
number  of  these  old  and  largo  bull-trout  by  any 
means,  but  until  they  are  recognised  and  separated 
from  S.  trutta  by  the  hundreds  of  anglers  who  now 
come  "  down  to  Scotland,"  a  vast  and  ever-increas- 
ing wrong  and  injustice  is  being  done  to  our  beat 
sea-trout  streams,  especially  in  the  Hebrides, 
Lewis,  Harris,  some  rivers  of  Skye,  and  the  more 
frequented  anglers'resorts  on  the  west  coast  main- 
land. 

Much  of  the  remedy  lies  with  the  proprietors 
(when  they  themselves  are  not  too  ignorant  to 
realise  it),  and  the  method  is  simply  not  to  let  their 
fishings,  nor  permit  fishing  till,  say,  June  1 5  for  sea- 
trout — each  river  known  varying  slightly  in  their 
own  runs  of  these  fish.  Juno  15  is  the  date  I  would 
select,  if  I  owned  any  of  the  rivers  of  the  west  coast 
which  I  am  acquainted  with.  I  am  speaking  of  bull- 
trout and  sea-trout.  I  am  not  making  note  of 
salmon  (^S.  solar). — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Harvie-Brown. 


NETTING  OF  PONDS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  course  of  my  business  as  a 
fishery  keeper  on  a  large  estate,  I  have  had  to  deal 
with  a  great  number  of  ponds  containing  coarse 
fish,  and  the  most  satisfactory  method  for  "  En- 
quirer "  to  adopt  is  to  lower  the  water  va  the  pond 
as  far  as  possible,  and  net  any  deep  holes  remaining. 

I  have  seldom  heard  of  a  pond  overgrown  with 
weeds  fishing  well.  It  is  nothing  new  for  rainbows 
in  ponds  and  Levens  in  brooks  to  disappear  ;  it  is 
only  a  way  they  have. — Yours  truly,      L.  M.  B. 


Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  "  Enquirer  " 
can  stir  up  the  mud  or  clay  from  a  boat  or  raft  with 
rakes,  poles,  etc.,  until  it  is  like  pea-soup,  the  fish  will 
protrude  their  snouts  for  air,  and  they  can  be  scooped 
out  with  nets  and  put  into  clean  fresh  water.  I 
have  seen  eels  caught  in  this  manner  ;  one  could  see 
their  noses  continually  sticking  out  in  the  batter  of 
an  old  fleet,  and  numerous  navvies  armed  with 
pincers  soon  did  the  rest.  I  know  this  is  correct, 
because  I  was  stark  naked  in  the  batter,  and  catching 
the  eels  and  carrying  them  to  land  until  a  navvy 
stopped  me.  These  eels  were  left  behind  after  the 
water  had  run  off.  Your  correspondent  could  catch 
a  good  many  fish  by  making  them  tipsy,  but  the 
practice  is  not  to  be  commended. — Yours  truly, 

Adsum. 


"ANOTHER  WRINKLE  FOR  SEA  FISHER- 
MEN." 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  one  point  in  "  Coroner's  " 
fitment  which  I  think  can  be  much  improved.  The 
eye  on  the  brass  curtain  ring  stands  athwartships  to 
main  ring ;  granted  the  great  play  in  a  ring  of  4in. 
would  give  tip  enough  on  the  main  or  ground  bait- 
Une  for  the  fishing  line  and  snood  to  work,  but  a 
much  more  sailor-like  plan  would  be  to  place  two 
sail  thimbles  in  a  neat  grommet  strop,  say,  bait  net 
line  2in.,  and  snood  on  fishing-line  Jin.  Seize  the 
two  thimbles  together  with  tarred  twine.  One  then 
has  a  proper  traveller  with  everything  leading  fair, 
and  with  no  house  fitting  on  the  salt  water. — Yours 
truly,  W.  Hugh  Berners. 


Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  for  Sept.  26,  "Coroner" 
gives  a  wrinkle  for  sea  fishermen.  The  former  part 
seems  very  clear,  but  when  he  says  "  you  can  make 
fast  the  end  of  the  anchored  line  to  a  thwart  or 
rowlock,"  I  begiu  to  wonder  how,  with  his  four  or 
five  foot  trace,  when  he  winds  up  and  gets  his  brass 
riug  to  the  top  of  his  guide  line,  which  is  fastened 
to  the  boat — how  he  reaches  the  fish  on  the  end 
hook,  as  from  the  ring  to  the  end  of  the  trace  must 
be  at  least  five-and-a-half  feet.  I  should  be  glad  if 
our  friend  will  expleiin. — Yours  truly,  Norwich. 

[Will  "Coroner"  kindly  send  s  sketch  of  his 
excellent  method,  and  show  how  used  with  rod. 
—Ed.] 


THE  £1000  AMATEUR  PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION. 

Dear  Sir, — We  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  j-ou 
will  give  publicity  to  the  fact  "that  the  last  date  for 
sending  in  entries  to  our  Grand  £1000  Amateur 
Photographic  Competition,  which  has  been  exten- 
sively advertised  in  your  columns,  has  been  post- 
poned until  June  30,  1904.  The  extension  of  time 
will  be  a  great  convenience  to  all  foreign  competi- 
tors, and  will  enable  Kodak  users  in  distant  countries 
to  compete  on  equal  terms  with  those  at  home. — 
Yours  truly,  Kodak,  Ltd. 
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FUNGUS  IN  AQUARIUM. 

Deab  Sir, — About  eighteen  months  ago  I  had 
some  goldfish  badly  attacked  with  fungus,  losing 
eighteen  out  of  twenty-four.  I  made  inquiry 
through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  vi'as  advised  to  use 
salt  in  various  ways.  That  which  I  found  simplest 
and  most  efficacious  was  to  remove  the  fish  to  an 
earthenware  pan,  and  treat  them  with  a  solution  of 
salt,  using  a  piece  the  size  of  a  walnut  to  every  two 
gallons  of  water,  and  increasing  the  strength  of  the 
solution  to  nearly  twice  its  original  power  by  adding 
a  small  quantity  of  salt  each  day. 

In  addition,  I  put  a  strong  brine  into  the  aqua- 
rium, and  it  had  the  effect  of  thoroughly  clearing  it. 
At  the  end  of  a  week  I  commenced  to  bring  the 
water  containing  the  fish  back  to  "  fresh  "  by  add- 
ing more  water  each  day  until  there  was  no  salt  in 
the  vessel  containing  the  fish.  I  did  not  lose  a 
single  fish  during  treatment,  and  I  have  them  now. 
— Yours  truly,  Waters. 

DERIVATION  OF  THE  TERM  "  PATER- 
NOSTER." 

Dear  Sir, — A  derivation  is  sought  for  the  term 
"  paternoster  "  in  fishing.  On  the  Norfolk  Broads 
the  name  is  given  to  a  shotted  line  used  for  sinking 
and  drawing.  May  not  the  raison  d'etre,  therefore, 
be  expressed  in  the  following  jeu  d'esprit : — 

*'  The  monks  of  old 
Their  rosary  told 

As  they  said  their  '  Pater  Noster  '  ; 
In  like  fashion  some 
With  line,  shots,  and  '  wura  ' 

Their  expectations  foster." 

The  "  line,  shots,  and  '  wum  '  "  constituting  the 
fisherman's  rosary. — Yours  truly,  X.  Y.  Z. 


DEPAUPERATED  SALMONID^. 

Dear  Sib, — Thinking  that  it  may  be  possible 
to  reconcile  the  various  apparently  contradictory 
statements  which  have  been  made  about  the  young 
of  British  salmonidoR,  I  wish  to  put  forward  the 
theory  that  a  percentage  of  the  race  may  have 
become  depauperated. 

The  various  species  frequenting  British  waters 
exhibit  great  variability.  They  may  be  "good" 
species,  and  capable  of  differentiation,  yet  none  of 
them  appear  to  be  really  well-established  species  of 
long  standing,  and  the  percentage  of  variation  from 
the  parental  types  is  high.  A  great  dispute  has 
raged  round  the  S.  samulus  of  some  writers  (also 
spelled  S.  salmulus),  which  alleged  species  others 
deny,  asserting  that  the  fish  sent  under  this  name 
for  verification  are  always  young  male  salmon.  I 
can  contsmplate  the  existence  of  a  depauperated 
form  of  salmonidce  (possibly  of  hybrid  origin) 
inhabiting  the  same  localities  as  the  young  of 
iS.  salar,  for  instance,  and  so  closely  resembling 
them  as  to  deceive  the  best  judges. 

These  depauperated  forms  may  be  mostly  males, 
and  the  females  may  be  sterile,  yet  the  males  may 
be  able  to  fertilise  the  ova  of  the  normal  salmonidw, 
and  thus  increase  and  perpetuate  a  race  of  de- 
pauperated fish  in  our  rivers. 

Here  we  may  reach  an  accord  between  the  dis- 
putants ;  for  those  who  assert  that  the  S.  salmulus 
(of  some)  are  indistinguishable  specifically  from 
S.  salar  are  quite  correct,  but  so  also  are  the 
adherents  of  the  S.  salmulus  theory,  who  assert 
that  these  dwarfed  fish  can  never  turn  into  the 
noble  salmon. 

At  one  time  I  held  strongly  to  the  S.  salmulus 
theory.  In  the  Tees,  Tweed,  etc.,  I  have  so  often 
caught  fish  indistinguishable  to  the  eye  from 
normal  young  migratory  salmonidw,  except  in  this 
one  respect — that  in  the  mouth  and  well-developed 
teeth  tliey  bore  the  mark  of  age,  of  many  years, 
not  of  a  few  months  only. 

Mr.  Boulenger,  in  your  is9ue  of  Sept.  19,  notices 
how  well  developed  is  the  roe  in  the  "  young  male 
salmon  "  sent  him,  not  a  usual  occurrence  in  a  fish 
which,  if  normal,  is  so  far  off  maturity  iu  all  other 
respects.  He  adds  :  "  What  we  want  to  see  is  the 
female  S.  salmulus  with  ova." 

However,  if  depauperated  males  are  able  to 
impregnate  the  ova  of  normal  females,  a  dwarfed 
race  might  still  be  perpetuated  without  the  exist- 
ence of  any  fertile  depauperated  females.  Yet 
such  have  been  apparently  produced  for  inspection 
before  now,  for  Yarrell  states  (Vol.  ii.,  p.  47) :  "  An 
opinion  prevails  that  the  parrs  are  hybrids,  and 
all  of  them  males.  Dr.  Heysham  .  .  .  opened  and 
examined  395  parrs,  and  found  199  males  and 
196  females.  I  am  indebted  to  J.  C.  Heysham,  Esq., 
for  a  specimen  seven  inches  in  length  having  both 
lobes  of  roe  in  a  forward  state.  No  such  accumula- 
tion, I  venture  to  say,  will  be  found  in  the  young 
of  the  salmon,  bull  trout,  or  salmon  trout  when 
only  seven  inches  long." 


Yarrell  then  gives  other  instances  of  females  he 
had  examined,  and  in  which  he  found  well-developed 
ova.  Francis  Francis  was  of  opinion  that  "  Stor- 
montfield  dispelled  S.  salmulus  once  for  all,"  but 
Hofland  held  a  contrary  opinion. 

The  opinions  of  individuals  will  not  carry  us  very 
far  without  the  requisite  critical  investigations  being 
made  and  remade. 

Yet  if,  as  I  suspect,  depauperated  forms  exist, 
our  object  should  not  be  to  protect  them  whilst 
capturing  the  normal  fish,  but  rather  in  actual 
practice  to  "  completely  dispel  S.  salmulus  (sic)  "  from 
our  rivers,  as  Stormontfield  is  asserted  to  have  done 
in  the  literary  field  by  Mr.  Francis. — Yours  truly, 

Isleworth.  A.  Wobsley. 


WORRIED  BY  EELS.  ■ 

Dear  Sib, — With  the  idea  of  trying  a  new  bait  I 
was  spinning  for  sea-trout  this  afternoon,  and  cap- 
tured— an  eel.  The  bait  is  2in.  long  by  fin.,  and 
armed  with  a  single  fixed  hook  protruding  fin.  from 
the  rear  extremity.  It  is  made  of  German  silver, 
and  the  hook,  appropriately  enough  in  this  case,  is 
one  of  the  ordinary  eyed  eel  variety,  too  large  and 
coarse  for  the  bait,  but  the  only  one  I  could  lay  my 
hand  on  at  the  time.  The  eel  measured  lOvJin.,  and 
was  fairly  hooked  through  the  lower  jaw  from 
within.  Is  this  an  unusual  occiu-rence  ?  If  not  I 
shall  have  to  give  up  trying  for  sea-trout.  The  eel, 
as  an  eel,  I  do  not  object  to.  There  is  room  enough 
in  this  wide  and  wicked  world  for  both  of  us  when 
he  is  alive,  and  when  dead  I  can  provide  accommo- 
dation for  him,  after  he  has  passed  through  the 
hands  of  the  chef  ;  but  I  utterly  abhor  eel  fishing, 
yet  still  catch  them.  I  gave  up  some  first-rate 
coarse  fishing  on  account  of  eels.  One  day,  under  a 
burning  August  sun,  I  laid  myself  out  for  a  whack 
at  the  perch  and  bream.  After  catching  a  dozen  or 
two  eels,  and  nothing  else,  the  noble  owner  of  the 
water  drove  along.  He  pulled  up,  and  quite  enjoyed 
it.  ,  I  didn't.  Then  he  lugged  out  his  watch  and 
suggested  how  many  of  the  "  varmints  "  I  could 
collar  in  an  hoiu".  For  many  political  reasons  I 
complied,  but  my  gorge  rose.  For  half  an  hour  the 
game  went  on  merrily — from  his  lordship's  point  of 
view;  then  one  of  my  small  boys  came  on  the  scene, 
and  I  gladly  handed  him  the  rod  and  sat  me  down 
on  the  carriage  step.  Forty  and  four  was  the  total 
for  the  sixty  minutes.  A  month  later,  while  after 
pike  with  a  nice  dace  on  "  drop-tackle,"  I  had  a  run. 
On  striking  I  thought  I  was  into  something  good.  I 
was  soon  undeceived.  An  eel  of  4£lb.  was  my 
reward.  Since  then  I  have  avoided  that  water  and 
taken  to  the  sea.  Even  there  the  eel  seems  to  stick 
to  me  with  a  fidelity  which  I  neither  appreciate  nor 
deserve.  Last  year  I  took  one  with  fly — you  were 
good  enough  to  record  it  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette — within  five  yards  of  the  spot  where  I  cap- 
tured this  one  to-day.  If  any  philanthropist  will 
kindly  furnish  me  with  a  prescription  how  not  to 
catch  eels,  I  will  gladly  make  what  poor  return  lies 
in  my  power  and  write  him  a^i  epitaph  that  will  be 
a  source  of  infinite  post-mortem  gratification  and 
delight.— Yours  truly,  X.  S.  R. 

Oct.  1. 

[Is  "X.  S.  R."  speaking  by  the  clock,  or  telling  us  a 
fish  story  ?  Forty-four  eels  in  one  hour  means  the 
hook  baited,  the  line  thrown  out,  the  fish  hooked, 
played,  landed,  and  vmhooked  in  less  than  one 
minute  and  a  half,  and  this  forty-four  times  conse- 
cutively. Anyway,  they  must  have  been  a  very 
tame  lot  of  eels.  It  reminds  one  of  the  lightning 
barber  competitions. — Ed.] 

A  SEA  MONSTER  AT  LERWICK. 

Dear  Sir, — Here  is  a  chance  for  the  B.S.A.S.  ! 
It  would  be  rather  annoying,  though,  if  it  should 
prove  to  be  a  veritable  sea  monster,  who  might 
resent  being  hooked,  turn  round,  and  swallow  the 
boat  and  its  occupants  at  a  gulp  !  As  it  is,  I  feel 
confident  that  this  "sea  monster  "  is  a  myth.  It  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  gigantic  shark  on  his 
wedding  tour  round  the  coast  of  Scotland,  whose 
lady-love  follows  like  a  shadow — only  more  so.  And 
who  has  not  seen  that  terrible  fin  at  the  wake  of  a 
ship,  so  suggestive  of  the  little  poem,  "  The  Spider 
and  the  Fly." — Yours  truly  E.  M.  Tod. 

Here  is  the  account  of  the  monster  which  Mr. 
Tod  kindly  sends,  taken  from  a  Scottish  paper  : — 

"  A  sea  monster  is  reported  to  have  made  its 
appearance  near  Lerwick.  Two  young  men  were 
out  shooting  in  the  early  morning  at  Ness  of  Sound 
headland,  within  two  miles  of  Lerwick,  when  they 
saw  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off  something  strange 
on  the  water.  It  had  the  appearance  of  two  enor- 
mous fins  sticking  out  of  the  sea  front,  one  being 
eight  or  ten  feet  above  the  svu'face,  and  the  distance 
between  the  fins  was  estimated  at  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet.  The  monster  came  slowly  in  towards  the 
shore,  and  the  young  men  scrambled  down  the  rocks 


to  get  a  nearer  view.  They  were  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  it  when  it  went  past  the  point  of  the  rocks. 
When  they  had  regained  the  top  of  the  cliffs  it  was 
some  distance  off,  and  gradually  sank.  Between  the 
fins  there  was  a  broken  ripple  of  water,  indicating 
the  line  of  the  animal's  back.  The  description 
tallies  somewhat  closely  with  that  of  the  sea 
monster  reported  seen  on  the  west  side  of  the  islands 
recently.  On  that  occasion  the  monster  came  so 
close  to  some  fishing  boats  that  the  fishermen  had  to 
push  it  off  with  boat  hooks.  It  is  conjectured  to  be 
some  species  of  shark  of  unusual  size." 


PRAWN  OR  SMALL  SHRIMP  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  some  of  your  numerous 
readers  could  say  if  sea-trout  will  take  the  small 
prawn  or  shrimp  bait.  I  have  not  come  across  anyone 
who  has  tried  it,  but  I  have  an  idea  sea-trout  might 
take,  say,  a  smallish  shrimp,  either  fished  in  the  ' 
ordinary  way  in  a  river  or  trolled  from  a  boat.  The 
prawn,  trolled  in  a  loch  for  salmon,  in  same  way  as  a 
minnow,  sometimes  does  well,  and  in  a  loch  I  fLsh  a 
good  deal  I  occasionally  use  it ;  but  though  there 
are  large  numbers  of  fine  sea-trout  in  the  same  loch, 
I  have  never  taken  one  with  this  bait,  even  though 
a  small-sized  shrimp  was  used  instead  of  the  ordi- 
nary prawn,  which  I  daresay  is  too  big  for  sea-trout. 
I  will  be  glad  to  hear  anything  on  this  subject. — 
Yours  truly,  Seumas. 


RIVER  WEAR,  CO.  DURHAM. 

Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  newspaper  cutting  may 
interest  you.  The  case  is  certainly  unique,  inas- 
much as  it  is  the  first  one  that  has  been  dealt  with 
under  the  Wear  Fishery  Board  for  this  method  of 
poaching.  I  have  also  heard  of  workmen  in  the 
employ  of  a  Northern  River  Commission  who,  having 
occasion  to  blast  away  portions  of  the  river  bank, 
have  often  taken  large  salmon  which  have  been 
stunned  by  the  force  of  the  explosion. — Yours  truly, 
Fred.  G.  Rodgers. 

Killing  Fish  by  Explosives— Insufficient 
Punishment. 

"  At  Chester-le-Street  County  Police  Court, 
Thomas  Murdoch,  J ohn  Gradon,  and  Geo.  Nicholson, 
three  men,  were  charged  under  the  Fisheries  Act 
with  having  unlawfully  attempted  to  kill  fish  with 
explosives  on  the  19th  September.  Mr.  J.  Turnbull 
appeared  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  Dix  defended. 
Mr.  Turnbull  said  this  was  a  case  rather  out  of  the 
common.  In  fact,  he  did  not  remember  one  to  have 
been  heard  there  before,  but  it  was  not  because  this 
offence  had  not  occurred,  because  people  had  pre- 
viously been  doing  it.  Mr.  Turnbull  then  proceeded 
to  outline  the  case,  from  which  it  appeared,  accord- 
ing to  the  prosecution,  that  two  boys,  named  Thomas 
Thompson  and  William  Armstrong,  were  fishing  in 
the  river  Wear  at  Chester-le-Street,  near  Wither- 
spoon's,  when  the  defendants  came  along  and  tried 
unsuccessfully  to  send  them  away.  Thompson  had 
a  licence,  and  refused  to  go.  The  men  went  up  the 
river,  and  the  boys  saw  them  throw  something  into 
the  water,  which  fizzed  and  went  out.  They  threw 
a  second,  which  exploded  with  a  loud  report,  and  a 
lot  of  fish  came  to  the  top.  The  defendants  were 
then  seen  to  take  the  fish  out  of  the  river,  one  man 
holding  another  by  the  hand  wliile  he  reached  into 
the  stream  to  get  the  fish  out.  Later  the  men  were 
alleged  to  have  called  at  Armstrong's  house  when 
he  was  at  home  alone,  and  told  him  he  had  to  say 
the  men  were  in  Nicholson's  garden  when  the  shot 
went  off.  Mr.  Dix  said  he  admitted  his  clients  were 
there,  and  he  admitted  the  explosion,  but  he  was 
going  to  explain  it.  They  were  there,  and  did  this 
partly  out  of  devilment,  partly  out  of  a  desire  to 
try  an  experiment,  and  not  out  of  any  intent  to 
poach  or  catch  fish.  They  were  in  Nicholsotv's 
garden,  and,  Nicholson,  having  a  piece  of  fuse,  they 
got  an  old  bottle  from  a  heap  in  the  garden,  and 
having  got  some  powder  from  his  house,  they  made 
up  a  sort  of  explosive,  and  threw  it  into  the  water. 
It  was  not  an  explosive  which  was  used  for  the 
purpose,  bvit  a  mere  improvised  explosive.  The  de-  * 
fendants  were  in  tm-n  sworn,  and  denied  the  poach- ' 
ing,  whilst  admitting  Mr.  Dix's  submission  that  they 
made  up  and  fired  an  explosive  for  experiment. 
They  wished  to  see  how  it  went  off  in  the  water,  butj 
they  did  not  get  a  fish  nor  did  they  kill  one.  Thef 
chairman  said  the  Bench  had  not  the  slightest  doubtt 
the  offence  had  been  committed.  It  was  a  veryj 
serious  one.  The  penalty  was  £20,  or  they  could 
send  them  to  gaol  for  two  months'  hard  laboiu-  with- 
out the  option  of  a  fine.  It  was  just  as  well  some  of 
them  should  know  that.    Fined  40s.  and  costs.  " 

[It  looks  as  if  we  have  to  thank  the  boy  anglersf 
for  this  conviction,  but  why  do  magistrates  en-' 
courage  such  dastardly  poacliing  by  imposing  little? 
more  than  nominal  fines  ? — Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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An  Unclaimed  Salmon  Mark — "JB — L  10." 

Me.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  Inspector  of  Fisheries 
for  Scotland,  sends  me  the  following  note.  I  hope 
its  publication  may  be  the  means  of  discovering 
who  marked  the  salmon. 

"  Oct.  8,  1903. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  received  some  time 
since  from  Messrs.  Sellar  and  Sons,  Castletown,  by 
Thurso,  a  salmon  mark,  the  distinguishing  letters  on 
which  are  unfamiliar  to  me — namely.  'JB — L  10.' 
I  have  also  the  fish  from  which  the  label  was 
removed.  Would  you  be  so  good  as  to  make  the 
matter  known  through  your  columns.  I  expect 
that  '  JB — L '  is,  or  are,  like  others  who  mark 
salmon,  ever  anxious  to  obtain  returns.  I  should 
like  to  forward  the  mark  and  particulars  to  the 
proper  quarter, — Yours  truly, 

"  W.  L.  Galderwood," 


Flies  made  by  Alfred  Ronalds. 
The  other  day  Mr.  H.  Garnett  Rolt  sent  me  a 
couple  of  artificial  trout  flies  which  he  beUeves  were 
made  by  Alfred  Ronalds,  the  author  of  the  most 
celebrated  of  works  on  fly  fishing,  "  The  Fly  Fisher's 
Entomology."  They  were  in  a  httle  faded  envelope 
on  which  "Flies  tied  by  Ronalds"  is  written  in 
pencil.  I  asked  Mr  Garnett  Rolt  if  he  could  give 
me  a  few  particulars,  and  he  kindly  replied  as 
follows : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  delayed  answering 
your  letter  re  the  flies  I  sent  you  as  I  have  been 
making  inquiries  about  them.  They  belonged 
to  Charles  Garnett,  Esq.,  who  lived  at  Bonehill 
House,  Tamworth.  Both  he  and  his  brothers  in 
their  early  days  fished  with  flies  of  Ronalds'.  Mr. 
Garnett  gave  me  these  flies  some  ten  years  ago  and 
assured  me  they  were  genuine.  You  will  see  the 
envelope  is  old  and  has  the  address,  Bonehill  House, 
Tamworth,  printed  on  the  flap.  The  family  lived 
there  in  1844  ;  they  were  keen  fishermen  and  great 
believers  in  Ronalds." 

The  flies  are  in  excellent  preservation,  and  the 
gut  appears  to  be  perfectly  good.  They  are  samples 
of  Ronalds'  Great  Red  Spinner,    Body. — Orange 


and  brown  floss  silk  mixed,  ribbed  with  fine  gold 
twist.  (R.  gives  as  an  alternative  for  the  body 
Hog's  down  dyed  red-brown.)  Tail. — Two  long 
whisks  of  a  bright  amber  red-stained  hackle. 
Wings. — From  a  feather  of  the  starling's  wing.  Legs 
— A  bright  amber  red-stained  hackle.  He  dressed 
it  in  different  sizes,  and  it  is  the  fly  the  making  of 
which  is  described  and  illustrated  in  his  chapter  on 
fly  making. 

In  the  second  edition  of  "  The  Fly  Fisher's 
Entomology  "  there  is  an  advertisement  that  "  Mr. 
A.  Ronalds  prepares  for  sale  the  whole  series  of 
artificial  flies  of  the  exact  description  specified  in 
the  work,  made  by  his  own  hand,  or  under  his 
immediate  inspection.  Orders,  with  remittances, 
addressed  to  him  at  Dolfanog,  near  Dolgelly,  North 
Wales,  will  be  punctually  attended  to."  The  price 
of  a  set  of  thirteen  spring  flies  and  one  set  of 
Palmers,  six  of  each  kind,  was  21s.,  post  free,  or 
about  3s.  a  dozen. 


Porcelain  Rings  for  Spinning-Rod. 

Mr.  H.  Garnett  Rolt  says :  "  I  find  the  porcelain 
rings  that  I  got  from  Mr.  Dale,  of  Hanley,  Staffs, 
who  advertises  in  your  paper,  a  splendid  acqui- 
sition; he  mounts  them  on  a  wire-guard  to  a 
pattern  of  mine,  and  they  are  cheap.  I  think  they 
improve  the  line  instead  of  damaging  it."  I  am 
glad  to  publish  this  testimony  as  I  do  not  think 
anglers  who  spin  realise  the  advantage  of  these 
porcelain  rings.  They  are  so  hard  that  no  line  can 
make  the  slightest  impression,  and  they  only  polish 
it  instead  of  scraping  off  the  dressing.  I  wish  Mr. 
Dale  could  make  them  a  good  colour  to  match 
one's  rod. 

Nelson  and  Trafalgar. 
The  secretary  of  the  Navy  League  writes: — 

"  Sept.  30. 

"Sir, — I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  on 
Oct.  21 — the  anniversary  of  Trafalgar  and  the  death 
of  Nelson — the  Navy  League  will  again,  as  in  years 
past,  pi  ace 'decorations  on  the  Nelson  Column  as  a 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  greatest  admiral. 

"  If,  therefore,  any  of  your  readers  should  desire 
to  participate  in  this  celebration,  the  Navy  League 
would  willingly  take  charge  of  any  wreaths  that 
may  be  forwarded  for  the  purpose,  and  see  that 
they  are  properly  placed  on  the  column. 

"Subscriptions  or  donations  in  aid  of  the  cele- 
bration will  also  be  gladly  received. — I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"W.  Caius  Crutchley. 

"13,  Victoria-street,  S.W.'' 


Mr.  Banks's  Fish  Killer  or  ''Priest." 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extract  from 
Le  Saint  Hubert,  a  sporting  journal  which  has  a 
very  large  circulation  in  France  and  Belgium,  that 
the  editor  thinks  very  highly  of  Mr.  Banks's  simple 
little  fish  hammer. 

"  Un  Nottvel  Assomme-Poisson. 
"Nous  trouvons  dans  The  Fishing  Gazette,  la 
superbe  revue  de  peche  anglaise,  la  lettre  suivante 
adressee  par  un  pecheur  d'outre-Manche  au  direc- 
teur  du  journal  en  question."  (Then  follows  Mr. 
Banks's  letter,  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Sept.  26.) 

"Get  instrument,  tres  pratique  parait-il,  estaussi 
tres  leger  et  fort  peu  embarrassant. 

"  Nous  avons  pense  etre  agreable  a  nos  lecteurs 
en  leur  signalant  cet  ingenieux  petit  appareil 
destine,  croyons  nous,  a  leur  rendre  service.  Car, 
nul  n'ignore  qu'il  est  bien  preferable  de  tuer  le 
poisson  au  sortir  de  I'eau  que  de  le  laisser  crever 
dans  le  panier. 

"  Le  poisson,  ainsi  assomme,  conserve  sa  sou- 
plesse  et  sa  chair,  plus  ferme,  est  bien  meilleure  au 
gout." 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  I  heard  from  Mr. 
P.  Hutchinson  of  the  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two,  of  his  father,  Mr.  G.  Adlington  Hutchinson, 
on  Oct.  5.  Mr.  Hutchinson  was  the  head  of  the 
celebrated  firm  of  hook  manufacturers  of  Kendal, 
which  was  established  more  than  150  years  ago  as 
"  Adlington's  Fish-Hook  Works." 

Salmon  Citlture  at  Skibbereen. 

Recently  I  heard  that  some  gentlemen  interested 
in  the  salmon  fishing  at  Skibbereen  had  some  time 
ago  imported  eggs  from  German  salmon,  and  were 
pleased  with  the  result.    I  should  much  Uke  to 


know  just  what  the  result  has  been.  If  it  is  merely 
that  more  salmon  have  been  seen  and  captured 
this  year  it  does  not  follow  it  is  the  German  salmon 
which  have  increased  and  multiplied,  or  at  any 
rate  come  back  to  Erin  from  the  ocean.  As  on  bo 
many  rivers  this  very  wet  year,  it  is  simply  the 
floods  which  have  allowed  more  fish  to  pass  up  the 
rivers.  Unless  the  samlets  have  been  marked  it  is 
impossible  to  say  that  because  grilse  and  salmon 
run  up  in  larger  numbers  than  usual  afterwards 
that  they  are  the  samlets  which  were  put  in  by 
man.  I  see  that  the  American  Government  Fish 
Culture  Department  claim  that  the  results  obtained 
as  shown  by  the  return  of  marked  fish  (I  presume, 
of  course,  samlets)  on  the  Pacific  Coast  are  most 
encouraging.  It  is  to  be  hoped  details  will  be 
published. 

Trout  in  the  Transvaal.- 

I  was  glad  to  see  in  the  Field  last  week  the 
following  note : — 

"  The  hopes  of  the  Transvaal  Trout  Acclimatisa- 
tion Society  are  steadily  being  realised,  and  quite 
recently  22,000  trout,  about  six  months  old,  were 
on  hand  at  the  headquarters  on  the  Mooi  river, 
Potchefstroom,  all  this  fry  having  been  successfully 
reared  there.  An  additional  500  troutlets  settled 
for  themselves  the  question  of  their  destination, 
for  they  accidentally  got  into  the  Mooi  river. 
Their  progress  was  carefully  observed,  and  it  is 
officially  reported  that  they  grew  quicker  than  the 
trout  in  the  ponds  adjoining.  With  the  22,000  fry 
it  has  been  decided  to  make  distributions  as 
follows: — 10,000  in  the  Mooi  river,  at  three 
different  centres ;  500  in  Florida  lake ;  500  at 
Mr.  Dannenbaum's  farm,  Reit  Vlei,  near  Johannes- 
burg ;  500  at  Witpoorjie,  above  the  falls ;  lOOO  at 
Klipspruit  (Mr.  Spencer's  farm) ;  1000  in  the  KUp 
river  at  Mr.  Devenish's  farm  at  Witkop,  near 
Meyerton ;  whilst  4000  are  being  kept  at  Potchef- 
stroom for  breeding  stock,  and  the  remaining  4500 
wili  be  distributed  at  other  centres  according  to 
subsequent  inquiry  and  decision. — R.  Bennion 
(Johannesburg).'' 


A  30lb.  Irish  Pike — Increase  of  Pike  in  the 
Blackwater — Thackeray  and  the  Pike. 

The  most  famous  of  war  correspondents  Sir 
Wm.  H.  Russell  sends  me  the  following  note  and 
anecdote:  — 

"  My  dear  Brother  of  the  Angle,  —  My 
granddaughter  has  sent  me  the  photo  I  enclose  for 
you  of  a  pike  taken  by  the  fisherman  at  my  son- 
in-law's  on  the  Blackwater,  near  Mallow,  co.  Cork. 
It  weighed  just  301b.,  which  would  be  some  lOlb. 
more  last  Christmas  at  least.  It  was  in  the  worst 
possible  condition  for  it  was  short  of  salmon,  and 
his  little  brother  of  141b.  in  the  same  pool  had 
been  obUged  to  take  to  eels,  and  disgorged  one  of 
41b.  on  the  bank.  I  account  for  the  scarcity  of 
salmon  above  Fermoy  a  good  deal  by  the  immense 
increase  of  pike,  which  have  been  neglected  by  the 
local  anglers. — Yours  very  truly, 

"  W.  H.  RXJSSELL; 

"P  S. — Many  golden  years  ago,  John  Deane,  of 
the  Garrick,  started  a  club  called  simply  'The 
Twenty.'  It  consisted  of  twenty  members,  who 
dined  on  the  20th  of  every  month  at  a  tavern 
named  by  the  chairman  of  each  dinner.  Thackeray, 
Serjeant  Murphy,  Shirley  Brooks,  Jerrold,  Leech, 
Sir  C.  Taylor,  M.  J.  0"Connell,  and  so  forth  were 
members,  and  one  of  our  early  dinners  was  at  a 
tavern  in  a  court  off  Fleet-street,  in  a  large  room 
on  the  first  floor.  Over  the  mantel-piece  there  was 
displayed  in  a  glass  case  a  huge  stuffed  pike  with 
an  obituary  notice.  Thackeray,  who  was  not  a 
fisherman,  peering  at  the  pike  through  his  glasses, 
exclaimed:  "What  on  earth  is  that  horrible 
creature  ?  '  When  Murphy,  who  was  very  quick, 
slipped  in  with :  *  Nonsense,  my  dear  Thack ! 
Don't  you  recognise  your  old  acquaintance? — a 
Fleet-street  Jack.'  The  club  died  out  before  it 
ran  its  course."- 


A  Good  Season  on  the  Dart. 

This  wet  year  has  had  a  wonderful  effect  in 
improving  the  salmon  fishing  on  many  rivers,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  the  fish  have  been  able  to 
escape  the  nets  in  much  larger  numbers  than  usual 
A  west  country  report  says: — '•  The  salmon  season 
just  closed  has,  on  the  whole,  been  a  very  successful 
one  on  the  Dart.  Trout  have  been  plentiful  and  in 
capital  condition  throughout  the  season,  and  in 


238 


THE  FISHINQ  GAZETTE 


October  17,  1903 


spite  of  high  winds  and  often  wretched  weather 
many  fine  baskets  have  been  taken.  Seldom,  if 
ever,  have  salmon  been  so  plentiful.  From  that 
portion  of  the  fishing  district  under  the  charge  of 
Water  Bailiff  R.  Gregory  195  salmon  have  been 
taken  by  26  rods,  the  total  weight  being  17261b., 
the  average  weight  of  each  fish  thus  being  nearly 
91b.  Mr.  J.  Martin,  of  Moorlands,  accounted  for 
46  salmon,  and  Messrs.  S.  Jackson  and  Daubeney 
also  had  good  sport. 


Dh.  Jordan  Recommends  Salmon  Hatcheries. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  fisheries  authorities 
advised  against  State  hatcheries  for  salmon  culture, 
on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  proof  of  benefit 
derived  from  such  work,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  Dr.  David  S.  Jordan,  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Com- 
mission, is  evidently  convinced  of  the  value  of  such 
hatcheries  at  least  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  was 
sent  in  charge  of  an  expedition  to  investigate  the 
salmon  fisheries  of  Alaska,  and  the  conclusion  he 
has  arrived  at  is  that  "  to  keep  the  streams  stocked 
with  salmon  the  U.  S.  Government  must  maintain 
hatcheries.".  He  is  reported  to  have  said  that 
"  the  key  to  the  whole  situation  is  in  the  hatcheries." 

I  shall  look  out  with  much  interest  for  the  report 
which  Dr.  Jordan  is  to  present  to  Congress  on  the 
subject. 

FiOHTruQ  THE  Flannel  Weed  Pest. 

Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  writing  from  "  Waltondale," 
Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  says:  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — I  see  in  your  last  week's 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  we  have  again  to 
thank  Herr  S.  Jaffe  for  another  of  his  instructive 
letters  in  helping  us  here  in  England  to  fight  the 
flannel  weed. 

"His  kind  offer  to  send  me  a  box  of  sausage 
algse  {Enteromorpha  intestinalis)  would  be  greatly 
appreciated,  and  he  can  rest  assured  that  I  shall 
do  my  very  best  to  cultivate  it  in  a  small  pond, 
and  then  give  it  a  good  trial  in  some  of  the  larger 
sheets  of  water.  Would  Herr  Jaffe  propose  sending 
the  weed  now  or  in  the  spring  ?  I  suppose  the 
climate  would  be  about  the  same  in  Hanover  as  it 
is  here  ? 

"  I  have  never  tried  the  above  algse,  as  I  am  not 
sure  if  it  is  indigenous  to  England.  At  all  events, 
I  have  never  come  across  it,  but  presume  it  will 
thrive  here;  certainly  the  Canadian  water-weed 
{Anacharis  alsinastrum)  does  well  in  England,  and 
I  believe  that  was  introduced  from  Germany. 

"  With  regard  to  my  experiment  with  the  caddis 
worms  in  the  length  of  stream  as  described  in  my 
letter  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  19,  the  caddis  must 
certainly  have  been  the  means  of  destroying  the 
flannel  weed  at  the  time,  as  since  their  hibernation 
the  weed  now  entirely  covers  the  bottom  of  the 
stream.  Whether  the  caddis  will  answer  on  a  large 
scale  in  keeping  the  plague  down  remains  to  be 
proved.  Herr  Jaffe  clearly  shows  that  snails  are 
not  sufficient,  but  is  anyone  troubled  with  flannel 
weed  where  caddis  are  abundant  ? — Yours  faithfully, 
"Percy  Wadham. "- 


Ghttb — Eel  taking  Water- Rat — How  Rainbows 

TAKE  THE  FlY. 

In  a  note  I  had  the  other  day  from  Mr.  T. 
Wentworth  Falconer  he  says: — "What  won't  a 
chub  take  ?  I  caught  one  when  spinning  for  pike 
with  Hardy's  Crocodile  spinner  at  Avon  Tyrrel, 
and  another  on  the  Stour  on  a  large  spoon  phantom. 
Last  April  I  caught  an  eel  of  a  pound  weight  in 
the  landing-net  which  had  the  head  and  shoulders 
of  a  water-rat  in  its  mouth.  A  rainbow  in  the 
upper  pond  at  Carisbrooke  took  my  fly  in  a  curious 
way.  He  came  out  of  the  water  with  the  fly  in  his 
mouth,  and  when  in  the  air  was  perpendicular  to 
the  water.  I  landed  him  all  right,  but  perhaps 
this  is  not  so  unusual  as  I  think." 

I  do  not  remember  an  instance  of  an  eel  taking  a 
water-rat  before.  I  have  noticed  that  rainbows 
take  the  fly  more  quickly  than  our  trout  as  a  rule. 
They  see  a  May  Fly  in  the  air  and  make  for  the 
place  where  it  will  touch  the  water,  and  in  dashing 
at  it  often  come  out  of  the  water  with  the  fly  as 
Mr.  Falconer  describes.  In  their  fight  when  hooked 
they  always  remind  me  of  a  sea-trout,  jumping 
about  in  all  directions  and  making  mad  runs,  not 
fighting  to  get  into  the  weeds  or  roots  or  dangerous 
places  so  much  as  our  trout.  They  are  Al  fighters, 
but  fight  less  with  their  heads  than  our  fish — at 
least,  it  seems  to  me  so,  B,  B,  Marston. 


THE  THAMES  IN  FLOOD. 

As  a  rule,  the  angler  who  uses  a  punt  on  the 
Thames  succeeds  in  getting  most  fish,  and  the  best 
ones;  but  the  river  is  now  bank-high,  and  the  bank 
angler  will  stand  just  as  good  a  chance  of  getting  a 
heavy  basket  of  fish  as  the  one  who  fishes  from  a 
craft,  provided  he  uses  the  proper  baits  and  tackle, 
and  chooses  the  proper  places  to  fish  The  latter 
consideration  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  a 
few  words  to  those  who  have  not  sampled  the 
Thames  when  it  is  in  flood,  and  who  propose  to 
try  it,  may  be  useful.  A  good  deal  has  been  said 
about  "the  angler's  eye"  being  able  to  select  good 
swims,  but  we  do  not  all  look  at  the  river  through 
the  same  spectacles.  Those  who  fish  the  river 
most  know  it  best,  and  it  is  a  general  rule,  when 
the  river  is  running  away  rapidly,  and  is  highly 
coloured  as  it  is  now,  to  choose  eddies  and  lay-byes. 
The  former  vary  considerably.  There  is,  firstly, 
the  large  eddy,  ten  or  fifteen  yards  long,  and 
perhaps  five  yards  wide.  This  kind  of  a  place  is 
generally  deep,  and  the  fish  scattered.  Probably, 
until  one  gets  the  float  three  yards  from  the  shore, 
the  bottom  will  be  covered  with  grass.  It  is 
possible  to  catch  roach  on  the  grass  itself,  but  the 
bait  as  often  as  not  gets  hidden  amongst  the 
blades,  and  the  process  is  slow.  If  one  can  easily 
fish  over  the  ledge,  there  wiU  be  a  gravelly  or 
sandy  bottom,  and  more  fish  are  likely  to  be  found 
there.  It  is  possible  that  the  stream  will  now  and 
again  prove  a  little  strong  (even  though  it  be  an 
eddy),  but  that  will  not  matter,  provided  the 
bottom  is  clear.  In  fishing  well  out  into  a  large 
stretch  of  quiet  water,  such  as  this,  a  long  rod 
should  be  used;  a  porcupine  float  carrying  ten 
shots  should  be  sufficient,  and  nothing  can  beat 
bread-cubes  as  bait.  The  fish  can  see  this  quicker 
than  a  worm,  and  paste  is  usuaUy  reserved  for 
float  legering  on  the  edge  of  a  smaller  eddyv 

In  regard  to  the  latter  I  prefer  to  choose  one 
that  Ues  between  two  sections  of  bushes,  putting 
in  a  little  ground-bait  (not  made  up  too  tightly  if 
the  stream  is  gentle)  quite  close  up  to  the  upper 
bush  and  then  fish  down  to  the  lower  one.  The 
fish  lie  in  amongst  the  bushes  in  high  water,  and 
will  work  up  to  the  ground- bait  if  the  angler  is 
quiet  and  lands  his  first  few  fish  without  too  much 
"splutter.''  The  water  need  not  be  more  than 
two  feet  deep  if  the  bottom  be  level  and  is  clear  of 
twigs.  If  a  large  bough  is  hooked  under  the  water 
and  the  eddy  is  thus  disturbed,  it  will  generally  be 
found  better  to  move  to  another  one.  Where  the 
depth  is  five  feet  or  over,  one  can  fish  longer  than 
where  the  water  is  shallow,  as  it  has  proved  more 
successful  to  "rove"  than  to  wait  at  shallow 
swims.  If  the  porcupine  before  mentioned  is  em- 
ployed it  will  be  best  to  use  cubes  when  floating, 
but  for  legering  on  the  edge  or  eddy  a  heavier  float 
and  paste  should  be  substituted,  otherwise  the 
stream  will  hft  the  lighter  shots,  and  the  float  will 
consequently  work  too  far  into  the  eddy.  (It  is 
understood  that  in  float-legering,  called  by  some 
anglers  long -corking,  the  bait  is  cast  down  and 
slightly  out  in  the  stream,  so  that  it  settles  on  the 
edge  of  the  eddy,  and  the  fine  is  held  taut. ) 

The  smaller  eddies  are  termed  lay-byes,  and 
consist  of  small  excavations  in  the  bank  and  Uttle 
quiet  bits  of  water  under  boughs,  and  spots  where 
the  current  goes  by  without  disturbing  some  of 
these  have  under-currents,  and  can  easily  be  de- 
tected by  an  occasional  "  boil "  on  the  surface. 
Such  places  as  these  may  be  passed  and  quieter 
ones  chosen.  Few  fish  are  ever  taken  from  boiling 
eddies,  and  doubtless  the  fish  object  to  being 
whirled  first  one  way  and  then  the  other,  pre- 
ferring the  quieter  nooks.  In  the  lay-byes,  too, 
the  worm  can  be  used  very  successfully.  The  fish 
are  used  to  this  food,  which  is  their  natural  supply, 
and  it  has  this  benefit  that  it  remains  safely  on  the 
hook,  though  care  must  be  taken  that  the  point  of 
the  hook  does  not  protrude,  and  no  ground- baiting 
is  required.  The  depth  to  fish  is  seldom  over  two 
feet,  and  often  less,  so  that  the  shots  should  be 
placed  close  together  low  on  the  line,  and  one 
shot  should  be  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  gut 
which  is  attached  to  the  hook.  It  is  best  not  to 
put  the  shot  too  near  the  hook,  as  the  bait  is  then 
allowed  to  work  into  the  lay -bye  in  a  natural  way 
by  the  stream.  It  may  even  be  allowed  to  lie  close 
up  to  the  bank,  the  float  touching  the  bank,  and  if 
checked  a  little,  a  bite  will  be  more  easily  detected. 
When  the  stream  is  less  strong  and  the  water  not 
so  coloured,  float  fish  a  little  further  out. 

F.  Hi  AMPHLBXTj 


THE  "MONKEY." 


For  a  few  weeks  during  the  close  of  the  back- 
end  season  the  "Monkey"  reigns  supreme  on  such 
rivers  as  the  Don,  and  on  such  parts  of  it  as  are 
so  congested  with  fish  that  their  back  fins  are  often 
seen  actually  sticking  out  of  the  water.  They  are 
so  thick  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  put  an 
ordinary  phantom  over  them  after  the  most  sports- 
manlike manner  without  foul-hooking  a  fish  now 
and  again.  This  with  all  fairness  to  those  who  fish 
with  such  legal  baits  as  the  phantom,  but  if  any 
on  the  lower  waters  of  the  Don  and  other  streams 
where  fish  similarly  abound  care  to  do  so,  they 
use  the  "Monkey,"  and  with  it  they  openly  fish, 
and  even  report  their  captures  with  all  the  bravado 
and  elation  of  sportsmen  of  the  first  water. 
Where  the  'phantom  will  not  stick, 
There  the  '■'Monkey"  does  the  trick. 
It  is  not  a  "snigger'-  after  the  pure  and  simple 
poaching  instrument,  but  it  is  not  so  very  far 
removed  from  one  either,  and  the  way  of  using 
it  is  very  much  on  the  self-same  principle.  The 
"Monkey"  is  a  heavy  Devon  of  brass  or  lead, 
with  little  or  no  spinning  powers,  and  armed 
with  the  very  largest  of  treble  hooks.  Spinning 
is  little  or  no  part  of  the  game.  The  angler 
(s»c)  is  quite  indifferent  whether  he  has  the  fish 
by  the  mouth  or  not  so  long  as  he  has  him,  and 
so  long  as  the  hooks  hold.  Fish  have  been  got 
with  bits  torn  out  of  their  sides  that  have  got  off 
these  murderous  triangles,  and  have  been  so 
mutilated  that  they  have  been  thrown  to  the  dogs, 
although  otherwise  excellent  fish,  and  fresh  up  from 
the  sea.  One  man  boasted  of  having  some  twenty 
fish  last  week,  eighteen  of  which  were  got  by  the 
tail,  and  to  the  "  Monkey."  As  long  as  men  are 
allowed  they  will  be  found  in  every  community  to 
gloat  over  such  doings,  and  even  strut  about  as 
sportsmen.  It  must  be  put  down,  and  it  is  for  the 
Don  proprietors  to  take  the  initiative,  for  there 
just  now  on  the  lower  reaches  it  is  most  rampant. 

  G,  M, 


FISH  CULTUEE— SEA-TEOUT 
FOE  SALE. 


THE  BEAULIEU  FISHERY,  BROCKEN- 
HURST,  HANTS, 

Mr.  Ethelbert  Collins,  manager  of  Lord 
Montagu's  Beauheu  Fishery,  in  issuing  the  price- 
list  for  this  season,  begs  to  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  purchasing  from  this  fishery  the  fish 
are  sold  by  length,  this  having  given  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  many  customers  who  were  supplied  last 
season. 

The  yearlings  and  two-year-olds  for  this  season 
are  specially  good  and  can  be  strongly  recommended, 
as  they  have  been  well  supplied  with  natural  food 
as  well  as  artificial 

The  fishery  has  also  a  good  supply  of  crustaceans, 
mollusca,  caddis  worm,  etc.,  and  the  manager  is 
prepared  to  undertake  the  stocking  of  waters  with 
this  necessary  food  for  trout,  without  which  food 
stocking  waters  with  fish  has  so  often  proved  a 
failure. 

The  fish  cultivated  at  the  Beaulieu  Fishery  are 
brown  trout  {8.  fario).  Loch  Leven  .trout  (<S, 
levenensis),  and  sea-trout  (*S'.  trutta).  Mr.  Collins 
has  special  advantages  in  regard  to  the  latter  as 
the  fish  in  large  numbers  run  up  from  the  sea  past 
his  fishery.  He  offers  eggs  and  fry  of  sea-trout. 
I  wonder  if  he  can  tell  us  of  any  instances  where 
the  attempt  to  stock  artificially  with  sea-trout  has 
been  a  success.  R.  B.  M. 


"IN  EAELY  AUTUMN." 


{Concluded  from  page  223.) 

So  deafening  is  the  clamour  produced  by  the 
waters  in  their  scramble  for  room  to  negotiate  the 
narrow  pass,  that  standing  side  by  side  we  cannot 
hear  each  other  speak,  and  have  recourse  to  facial 
expressions  as  a  substitute  for  conversation. 

I  would  give  something  to  be  able  to  view  the 
Falls  in  flood  time. 

I  tried  to  obtain  some  idea  of  the  scene  from  a 
viUage  patriarch,  but  all  I  could  extract  from  him 
in  reference  to  this  imposing  cataract  was :  "It's 
simply  sickening" — "It's  simply  sickening,'-  he 
solemnly  repeated,  much  to  our  amusements 
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A  stairway,  hewn  out  of  the  solid  rock  close  to 
the  Falls,  brought  us  to  a  path  leading  to  the 
substantial  stone  bridge  spanning  the  Yore,  over 
which  we  crossed  to  enter  the  village  of  Aysgarth. 
The  village  itself  is  not  very  interesting,  but  it 
stands  on  high  ground — 800  feet  above  the  sea-level 
— and  the  air  hereabouts  is  most  exhilarating,  while 
the  vista  obtained  from  the  bridge,  of  the  river 
alternating  in  graceful  sweeps  over  rock  and 
shingle,  ever  and  anon  thrown  into  shadow  by  the 


On  the  Yobb. 

rich  foUage  along  its  banks,  is  so  entrancing  that  it 
positively  defies  description. 

In  Aysgarth  we  tarried  a  short  while,  and  then 
set  out  for  Burton  Beck,  which  joins  the  Yore  a 
mile  below  the  famous  Falls  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river. 

Although  we  had  made  an  early  commencement 
on  the  river,  so  much  time  had  been  expended  in 
wandering  around  Aysgarth  that  Uttle  opportunity 
was  afforded  us  of  proceeding  far  up  this  prolific 
affluent  of  the  Yore.  In  beck  fishing  when  two 
angUng  friends  are  visiting  the  same  reach  at  the 
same  time,  and  both  with  the  intention  of  wading, 
it  is,  and  always  wiU  be,  a  complex  question  how 
to  satisfactorily  apportion  the  water. 

For  the  sake  of  argument  we  will  assume  that  the 
beat  is  a  mile  and  a  half,  or  even  two  miles,  in 
extent — and  that  barely  supplies  a  day's  sport  for 
two  anglers  of  a  roving  temperament. 

The  prevailing  custom  is  to  leave  the  issue  to  the 
vagaries  of  a  revolving  coin,  and  the  one  who 
guesses  correctly  has  first  selection,  which  invariably 
results  in  his  electing  to  fish  the  upper  half  of  the 
water. 

This  mode  of  procedure  may  seem  perfectly  fair 
to  the  angler  who  has  lost  the  toss,  and  has  perforce 
to  content  himself  with  the  lower  portion  of  the 
water,  but  it  does  not  reconcile  him  to  the  fact  that 
the  other  in  advance  is  master  of  the  situation. 
Moreover,  he  may  be  haunted  with  the  presentiment 
that  the  other  has  sun-eptitiously  taken  more  than 
his  allocated  share — for  in  matters  piscatorial  the 
angler  will  distrust  his  best  friend,  be  he  never  so  loud 
in  his  protestations  of  fidehty,  which  if  encouraged 
will  culminate  in  a  feeUng  of  unrest  that  will  triumph 
throughout  the  livelong  day. 

I  contend  that  it  takes  fully  twelve  hours  for 
fish  to  recover  from  the  shock  of  seeing  a  man  clad 
in  wading  stockings  floundering  in  their  midst,  and 
therefore  the  chances  of  the  less  fortunate  angler 
when  he  arrives  upon  the  water  recently  fished  by 
the  other  are  remote  in  the  extreme.  A  capital 
idea  was  propounded  by  my  companion  on  reaching 
Burton  Beck — namely,  for  each  of  us  to  fish  alternate 
streams — a  suggestion  in  which  I  acquiesced,  show- 
ing as  it  did  that  we  should  be  on  terms  of 
equality,  and  seeming  very  practicable,  as 
was  amply  evidenced  by  the  mixed  array  of 
trout  and  grayling  we  had  at  the  close  of  two 
hours'  fishing. 

As  we  left  Burton  Beck  behind  us,  forded  the 
Yore,  and  turned  our  faces  towards  Redmire,  day- 
light was  fast  waning. 

On  the  western  horizon  the  moorland  summits 
lay  bathed  in  the  golden  rays  of  the  slowly  sinking 
sun,  and  the  bright  clouds  floating  past  the  lurid 
glow  in  the  sky  assumed  all  manner  of  fantastic 
shapes  until  they  effected  a  juncture  with  the 


massed  banks  of  vapour  beyond  ;  while;  save  for 
the  distant  lowing  of  cattle  and  the  plaintive  notes 
of  a  wood  owl  keeping  her  vigil  in  a  neighbouring 
coppice,  a  solemn  stillifess  pervaded  the  air  that 
somehow  held  us  beneath  its  magic  sway.  One  of 
those  cold  humid  nights  that  often  succeed  a  warm 
September  day  had  set  in;  the  evening  mist  was 
uprising  and  gradually  obscuring  the  brow  of  Pen 
tliU,  and  some  time  before  we  observed  the  lights  of 
Redmire  twinkling  in  the  distance  Nature  had 
enveloped  the  landscape  in  the 
folds  of  her  sable  mantle. 

"  Well,  really !  "  said  Mrs. 
Rider,  in  her  usual  cheery 
manner,  as  we  turned  into  the 
inn.  "  we  had  almost  given  you 
up  for  lost,  and  were  thinking  of 
sending  the  bellman  round  to 
cry  your  disappearance. "- 

We  fovmd  quite  a  large 
gathering  of  visitors  for  so  small 
an  inn,  on  entering  the  sitting- 
room — two  lady  tourists,  who 
had  walked  by  easy  stages  from 
York ;  a  cyclist,  and  two  eminent 
artists  who  had  come  to  depict 
on  canvas  the  autumnal  beauties 
of  Wensleydale. 

Over  an  early  breakfast  the 
following  morning  I  submitted  a 
plan  of  campaign — to  fish  a  lower 
reach  of  the  Yore  between  Red- 
mire and  Wensley  —  for  the 
Major's  consideration.  If  I 
thought  it  would  find  favour  in 
his  eyes  I  was  soon  to  be  dis- 
illusioned. I  knew  him  of  old 
as  a  chivalrous  admirer  of  the  fair  sex,  and 
was  not  surprised  when  he  confessed  to  having 
arranged  to  accompany  the  ladies  on  an  expedition 
to  Scarthe  Nick,  a  celebrated  moorland  pass 
high  above  Redmire,  whence  is  obtained  such 
a  wide  range  of  vision  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year 
so  fine  an  impression  of  blending  colours  in  the 
landscape  that  the  memory  of  one's  visit  loses 
nothing  of  its  pleasing  charm  with  the  march  of 
time.  But  I  had  paid  a  visit  to  Scarthe  Nick 
during  my  initial  sojourn  in  Wensleydale,  and 
though  the  Major  intimated  that  my  com- 
pany would  be  an  acquisition  to  the  party, 
I  declined  the  invitation  and  reproached  him 
in  scathing  terms  for  his  premature  desertion 
of  the  fine  art  in  preference  for,  what  I 
scornfully  observed,  the  whimsical  tempera- 
ments of  a  pair  of  lady  tramps. 

Strong  as  is  my  enthusiasm  for  the  con- 
templative pastime,  I  confess  I  might  have 
hailed  with  delight  the  prospect  of  an 
invigorating  climb  in  such  charming  society 
had  the  invitation  come  from  another 
quarter;  but  it  was  sufficiently  obvious 
that  the  Major  was  acting  on  his  own 
initiative  in  extending  the  offer,  and  I  not 
unnaturally  refused  it.  However,  he  offered 
to  meet  me  on  the  river  at  noon,  bringing 
with  him  a  luncheon  basket,  and  this  to  some 
extent  acted  as  an  emollient  to  my  ruffled 
feelings. 

Lest  I  might  abandon  my  original  plan,  the 
Major  was  most  solicitous  in  his  endeavours 
to  hasten  my  departure  ;  he  neatly  strapped 
together  my  wading  stockings  and  brogues, 
offered  to  lend  me  his  best  rod,  feared  I 
should  miss  the  train,  and  finally  invested  me 
with  a  playful  kick,  which  sent  me  sprawling 
through  the  doorway.  I  entrained  to  Wens- 
ley,  distant  two  and  a  half  miles,  and,  taking 
the  shortest  cut  to  the  river,  fished  back 
towards  Redmire. 

This  reach  of  the  Yore  between  Wensley 
and  Redmire,  as  does  the  upper  water  from 
Redmire  as  far  as  Aysgarth,  flows  through 
the  domain  of  Sir  William  Chaytor,  Bart. ; 
only  angling  tickets  on  the  lower  reach  are 
issued  at  one  shilling  per  diem,  whereas 
on  the  upper  water  the  day  tickets  cost  half-a- 
crown. 

The  character  of  the  water  on  the  lower  reach 
is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  upper  reach  of  Sir 
WiUiam  Chaytor' s  preserves,  and  in  my  opinion, 
although  the  charge  for  fishing  this  beat  is  con- 
siderably less  than  the  admission  to  the  other,  the 
fish  are  equally  prolific,  while  the  true  lover  of 
Nature  will  find  no  part  of  the  vale  more  pleasing 
in  his  eyes  than  that  around  Wensley,  the  effect 


being  enhanced  by  picturesque  dells  and  fairy 
woodlands,  which  embower  the  river,  sweeping  in 
joyous  song  round  each  frequented  curve,  until 
its  mirth  is  silenced  in  the  tranquil  water  below. 

The  illustration  representing  a  notable  gray- 
ling stream  is  immediately  above  Wensley,  and  on 
this  stretch  of  the  Yore  I  had  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  my  efforts,  since  the  fish  were  pleased 
to  humour  the  well  dressed  imitations  I  submitted 
for  their  especial  delectation. 

On  this  occasion  the  tackle  I  employed  came 
from  the  emporium  of  Messrs.  Walbran.  Ltd.,  Leeds, 
and  when  stating  my  requirements  I  was  totally 
unfamiliar  with  the  epicurean  tendencies  of  Yore- 
dale  grayling. 

But  Mr.  Walbran  is  a  practical  angler,  and  what 
he  does  not  know  about  grayling  fishing  is  not 
worth  knowing.  His  dressings  of  grayUng  flies  are 
the  result  of  keen  and  constant  observation,  and 
he  has  familiarised  himself  with  the  aquatic  insects 
common  on  our  most  important  north  aa  well  as 
south  country  streams,  so  that  the  novitiate  in 
making  known  his  wants  has  but  to  specify  the 
stream  on  which  he  intends  to  hazard  his  skill,  and 
he  may  rest  assured  that  the  selection  of  imitations 
made  by  Mr.  Walbran  will  obviate  that  sense  of 
disquietude  which  invariably  attends  the  angler 
fishing  in  foreign  waters  when  the  fish  are  hard  to 
please,  and  many  changes  in  his  cast  of  flies  are 
effected  and  much  time  lost  in  consultation  with 
his  fly-book  ere  he  stumbles  over  the  seductive  lure. 

By  the  way,  have  you  ever  noticed  that  peculiar, 
though  not  unpleasant,  odour  that  exudes  from  the 
body  of  a  freshly  caught  grayling — a  fragrance  akin 
to  sliced  cucumber  and  crushed  vine  leaves,  I  should 
say — in  the  fall  of  the  year  ?  and  have  you  also 
observed  that  with  grayling  caught  out  of  season, 
or  even  in  the  wane  of  summer,  the  finest  sense  of 
smell  can  only  admit  of  a  faint  impression  of 
the  redolence  which  at  other  times  is  so 
conspicuous  ? 

But  I  am  diverging;  I  worked  diligently  every 
suitable  stream  for  some  distance  above  Wensley 
with  varied  success  until  past  midday,  when  sport 
slowing  down  I  had  time  for  reflection. 

Then,  and  not  until  then,  did  the  cravings  of  the 
inner  man  assert  themselves ;  and  as  I  sat  on  the 
river's  bank  my  eyes  wandered  longingly  in  search 


Aysgakth  Falls,  ob  "Force,"  on  the  Yobe.  , 

of  the  Major  and  the  luncheon  basket,  whose  advent 
was  considerably  overdue. 

Would  he  disappoint  me  ?  I  conjectured.  Were 
it  possible  for  him  to  be  so  far  immersed  in  his  gal- 
lantry to  the  gentler  sex  as  to  forget  him  with  whom 
he  had  only  two  days  past  set  out  on  angling  bent  ? 

The  gnawing  pangs  of  hunger  with  which  I  was 
assailed  to  each  question  grimly  answered  yes ! 
but  my  conscience  emphatically  repudiated  my 
friend's  lack  of  sincerity. 
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My  soliloquy  was  suddenly  interrupted  by  a 
familiar  call  resounding  down  the  valley.  In  an 
instant  I  was  on  my  feet  returning  the  salute  with 
all  the  force  of  vigour  my  lungs  would  supply. 
Nearer  and  nearer  grew  the  sound,  hail  after  hail 
followed  in  rapid  succession,  and  at  last  round  a 
bend  of  the  river  emerged  the  Major,  bringing  in 
his  wake  the  lady  pedestrians.  The  presence  of 
the  latter  was  an  additional  likewise  unexpected 
pleasure,  which  was  further  increased  on  learning 
that  they  had  not  lunched,  and  that  the  basket 
which  the  Major  lovingly  handled  contained 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  all. 

We  were  a  merry  quartette  as  we  laid  the  cloth 
in  a  sunny  glade  and  fished  from  the  basket  the 
good  things  which  careful  thought  had  devised. 

Our  lady  visitors  were  unstinting  in  their  praise 
of  Scarthe  Nick,  and  repeatedly  referred  to  their 
cicerone  in  such  eulogistic  terms  that  I  was  almost 
persuaded  to  harbour  malice  in  my  heart  for  the 
benefit  of  this  gay  Lothario. 

At  least  I  could  fish  I  told  myself,  and  was  eager 
to  demonstrate  my  knowledge  of  the  fine  art  when 
the  ladies  chorussed  approval  to  witnessing  an 
exhibition  of  my  skill  with  rod  and  line  Soon  I 
was  engaged  in  a  tussle  with  a  sportive  grayling — 
which  ultimately  weighed  close  on  a  pound— which 
one  of  the  fair  sex  deftly  scooped  out  of  the  water 
into  the  landing-net. 

"A  pity  it  is  so  small,"  said  the  other,  in  a 
deprecatory  tone,  standing  beside  the  Major. 
"  You  will  return  it,  will  you  not  ? "  "  Are  there  no 
larger  fish  in  this  river,"  she  continued,  the  while 
a  flicker  of  a  smile  mischievously  illumined  her 
eyes. 

"  Yes  !  whales,"  I  rudely  retorted,  turning  round 
and  glaring  at  the  Major,  the  picture  of  innocence, 
who,  it  was  very  patent,  had  originated  this  flood 
of  bitter  sarcasm. 

Such  incidents  as  these,  trivial  as  they  may  seem 
to  you  prosaic,  hard,  matter-of-fact  sportsmen,  who 
peruse  your  favourite  journals  solely  for  eliciting 
information  therefrom,  are  the  bright  beams  of 
sunlight  that  serve  to  render  enjoyment  possible 
even  when  sport  is  desultory,  that  help  in  the  drift 
of  years  to  conjure  up  in  detail  the  respective 
characteristics  of  places  we  have  visited— that 
remind  us  of  happy  hours  in  the  society  of 
delightful  people.  Brown  Owl. 


HOW  LORD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL 
LOST  THE  SALMON. 

In  a  very  pleasant  article,  entitled  "  An  Irish 
Salmon  River,"  in  Blackwood's  Magazine  for 
October,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  tells  a  story,  or, 
rather,  he  lets  his  gillie  Darcy  tell  a  story,  of  Lord 
Randolph  Churchill's  adventure  with  a  salmon  on 
the  Irish  Erne,  the  river  Sir  Herbert  is  writing 
about: — 

"Some  temperaments  are  impatient  of  over- 
sedulous  assistance ;  those  who  remember  Lord 
Randolph  Churchill  will  hear  without  surprise  that 
he  took  his  own  line  not  infrequently.  The  same 
impetuous  temper  which  made  him  throw  up  the 
seals  of  the  Exchequer  may  be  traced  in  a  scene 
described  by  Darcy. 

"  '  Ob,  but  he  was  the  kind-hearted  gintleman,' 
said  he,  no  doubt  with  a  suitable  recollection  of  the 
scale  of  Lord  Randolph's  douceurs,  '  and  notorious 
fond  of  the  fishing  he  was ;  but  if  anything  crassed 
him,  or  if  I  was  to  spake  what  it  wasn't  his  pleasure 
to  hear,  wouldn't  it  make  a  man  thrimble  to  heai- 
the  swearing  he'd  employ! 

"  '  There  was  one  day  Lord  Randolph  was  for 
fishing  the  Angler's  Throw  your  honour's  just  come 
off.  There  was  a  good  sup  o'  water  in  her  that 
day,  nine  inches  more  than  ye  see  at  the  present, 
so  there  was  no  wading  to  be  done.  He  was  come 
to  the  place  where  he  should  have  come  off  the 
side,  round  yon  big  rock  ye  see  there  foreninst  ye. 
be  rason  that  he  culdn't  follow  a  fish  if  he  hooked 
one  in  that  spot.  So  I  called  to  him  that  it  was  a 
dhangerous  plac  for  losing  a  fish,  and  that  he 
should  come  away  to  where  I'd  show  him. 

" '  '•  Be  dam  !  "  he  cried,  "  Darcy,"  says  he,  "  d'ye 
think  I  haven't  fished  far  bigger  wathurs  than  this 
in  Canada  ?  Hould  yer  gab,"  says  he,  "  till  I  ask 
ye.  and  don't  be  interfering." 

"  '  The  word  wasn't  past  his  lips  when  a  fish  came 
to  the  fly  in  the  very  sthrict  o'  the  sthrame.  I 
noticed  the  tail  of  him  as  he  turned,  and  wasn't  he 
as  nate  a  pattern  of  thirty  pounds  as  a  man  might 
see  ? 


"  ' "  Hould  to  him.  me  lord!  "  I  cried;  "if  he  do 
pass  the  grey  stone  it's  niver  on  this  side  of  Assanroe 
we'll  behold  that  fish  again." 

"  '  He  held  to  him  royally,  and  I  came  down  and 
tuk  the  rod  from  him  the  time  he  would  get  round 
the  big  rock,  and  have  a  clear  run  before  him. 
Well,  he  got  round  it,  and  I  passed  the  rod  back  to 
him,  the  big  fish  all  the  while  wavering  in  the 
strong  wather  like  a  flag.  His  lordship  scarcely 
got  a  hoult  of  the  rod  before  the  fish  got  his  broad- 
side to  the  sthrame,  and  away  he  raced,  the  reel 
scraming  out  like  a  woman  in  her  throes. 

"  '  "  Follow  him,  me  lord  !  "  I  cries,  "  follow  him's 
fast's  ye  can.  or  ye're  bate  entirely,"  and  away  he 
goes,  swearing  the  way  that  should  burn  the  beard 
off  his  face,  only  he  didn't  carry  one.  Your  honour 
sees  that  slidder  of  rock  beyant  there.  Well,  when 
his  lordship  came  to  that  spot  the  heels  went  from 
under  him,  he  came  slam  on  his  back,  and  stunned 
the  point  of  his  elbow;  the  rod  cracked  off  at  the 
first  joint,  and  away  went  the  lave  of  it  down  the 
line  to  join  the  fish.  His  lordship  was  on  his  feet 
in  a  moment;  but  didn't  the  line  break,  and  him 
left  standing  with  the  empty  butt  in  his  hand. 
There  was  an  end  of  the  swearing,  but  he  turned 
and  gave  me  a  look  would  blister  the  paint  on  a 
new  door.  Then  he  up  with  the  broken  rod,  and 
the  fine  reel  was  on  it,  and  flung  them  both  into 
the  river  as  far  as  he  could,  and  they  away  after 
the  great  salmon.'  " 

Sir  Herbert  is  greatly  in  love  with  the  Erne,  but, 
alas  !  has  to  mourn  its  decadence.  On  this  point 
he  says  :  — 

"  Of  the  angling  wealth  of  Ireland  her  sons  are 
sad  spendthrifts.  The  angler  deplores  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  fairest  trout  streams  by  flax  waste,  or  by 
the  cruel  use  of  the  deadly  wood-spurge,  by  which 
miles  of  water  may  be  depopulated  in  a  single  day. 
The  economist  grudges  the  direful  dihgence,  the 
lawless  devices,  which  are  reducing  salmon  to  the 
vanishing-point,  and  deplores  the  waste  of  an  asset 
which,  rightly  administered,  would  attract  a  full 
share  of  the  wealth  which  is  lavished  upon  Scottish 
and  Scandinavian  rivers.  There  is  nothing  for 
which  so  many  people  are  ready  to  pay  liberally  as 
salmon  fishing;  nowhere  that  it  is  so  plentifully 
provided  by  nature  as  in  Ireland. 

"The  Erne  has  been  longer  in  succumbing  to 
ill-treatment  than  other  rivers  because  of  its 
glorious  capabihty,  but  it  is  going  like  the  rest. 
Until  lately,  the  vast  expanse  of  Lough  Erne  kept 
the  river  full  during  the  summer  months ;  but  the 
drainage  works  have  altered  that.  The  whole  level 
of  the  lough  has  been  lowered  three  feet  or  thereby, 
all  to  save  some  hundreds  of  acres  of  bog  land ;  the 
flood-gates  are  regulated  so  as  to  run  the  water  off 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  without  regard  to  the 
fishing  interest,  so  a  far  larger  nroportion  of  salmon 
than  of  yore  fall  victims  to  the  deadly  boxes  or 
'  cruive-dyke '  at  the  mouth  and  to  the  nets  in  the 
estuary.  The  use  of  drift-nets,  a  destructive  device 
which  has  been  pronounced  by  the  English  and 
Scottish  courts  to  be  a  fixed  engine,  and  therefore 
illegal  in  an  estuary,  has  been  largely  extended  in 
Donegal  Bay,  and  must  ultimately  put  the  finishing 
stroke  to  the  Erne  as  an  angling  river  unless 
effective  means  are  taken  to  stop  them.  But  who 
is  so  sanguine  as  to  look  for  energy  in  anything 
Irish  except  poaching.  Of  the  spawning  salmon 
that  run  up  the  numerous  affluents  of  Lough  Erne, 
very  few  survive  to  taste  the  salt  water  again. 
Darkly  discoloured  and  unsightly  with  slime,  as 
spawning  salmon  always  are.  they  are  eagerly 
hunted  to  death  on  the  redds,  making  one  sigh  for 
the  common-sense  that  would  apply  the  money 
spent  in  ineffective  artificial  hatcheries  to  the 
protection  of  the  normal  operations  of  nature." 

Every  salmon  angler  should  read  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  article. 


HOW  TO   CATCH  THE  OCTOPUS. 


Mr.  Consul  General  Neville-Rolfe's  Report 
(just  issued)  on  the  trade  of  South  Italy,  1902, 
contains  the  following  curious  passage  : — "  The 
octopus  is  very  largely  used  as  an  article  of  food  in 
Southern  Italy.  Its  long  tentacles  are  cut  trans- 
versely, so  that  when  served  at  table  they  have  the 
appearance  of  rings.  The  fish  when  taken  by  day 
are  lured  from  the  crevices  of  the  rocks  by  a  piece 
of  red  flannel  at  the  end  of  a  bamboo,  which  they 
attempt  to  grasp,  and  they  are  then  speared  with  a 
trident.  At  night  an  iron  cradle  with  a  bright 
flame  of  resinous  wood  is  fixed  to  the  bows  of  the 


boat.  This  attracts  the  fish  and  leads  him  to  his 
doom.  The  pine-wood  fires  of  these  boats  are 
probably  as  ancient  as  they  are  picturesque,  but  in 
the  last  few  months  they  have  been  entirely  super- 
seded by  acetylene  gas,  which  gives  a  much  stronger 
light  and  has  no  artistic  pretensions.  The  first 
men  to  use  this  light  secured  enormous  catches  of 
the  fish,  and  jealously  kept  their  secret.  After  a 
while  it  leaked  out,  and  now  it  is  the  general  and 
accepted  light  for  the  purpose,  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  coast  will  soon  be  over-fished, 
and  that  the  octopus  will  be  rare  instead  of  cheap 
and  plentiful.  In  the  West  of  England  it  is  said 
that  the  octopus  spoils  the  fisheries  by  devouring 
the  small  fry,  and  it  may  interest  Cornish  and 
Devonshire  fishermen  to  know  this  simple  means 
of  decreasing  the  number,  and  also  that  the  fish 
itself  is  an  excellent  article  of  food." 


MOEE  JOTTINGS  OF  AN  AMATEUE 
ELY-DKESSEE. 


Fig.  1. 
Willow  Fly. 


Some  time  this  year  there  was  a  suggestion  from 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  that  a  pattern  of  the  Willow  Fly 
should  be  dressed  with  spread  wings  like  a  Spent 
Gnat.  This  is  a  pattern  which  I  have  used  for 
years  for  September  fishing  in  places  where  the 
Willow  Fly  is  common,  and  this  year  it  has  again 
fully  justified  itself  as  a  killing  pattern.  In  one 
warm  muggy  day,  fishing  it  dry, 
fi  '"^T'saC  ^         some  thirty  trout  with  it 

out  of  a  total  basket  of  thirty- 
peven,  running  from  |lb.  to 
l|lb.,  the  majority  of  the  fish 
exceeding  thirteen  inches,  which 
represents  about  lib.  It  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  this  was  on  a 
German  water.  On  other  days 
the  weather  was  cold,  and  there  were  not  many 
Willow  Flies  up,  but  in  eleven  and  a  half  days' 
fishing  there  was  scarcely  a  day  on  which  the 
pattern  did  not  do  service.  Usually  I  have 
dressed  it  with  upper  wings  of  blackbird  (hen) 
and  under  wings  of  dark  starling,  but  this  year 
I  used  moorhen  primaries  for  both  pairs  of 
wings,  showing  the  lighter  shiny  side  upper- 
most for  the  front  wing  and  undermost  for 
the  hinder  wing,  so  that  to  the  fish  from  under- 
neath the  darker  wing  would  be  the  upper  one. 
The  accompanying  illustration  shows  the  idea  ;  as 
regards  the  wings,  the  delicate  hackle  is  not  shown. 
The  dressing  is  as  follows: — Hook. — Eyed  Limerick 
(down-turned  eye)  No.  14  or  15.  Tying  silk. — 
Orange.  Body.— Tag,  yellow  silk,  three  turns 
(optional),  and  mole's  fur  from  tag  to  shoulder. 
Wings. — Hen  blackbird  and  starling,  or  moorhen 
alone.    Hackle. — Dark  blue  cock. 

The  wings  can  be  tied  on  in  pairs — a  right  and 
a  left — or  all  together.  The  latter  method  seems 
to  me  preferable.  The  four  wings  are  arranged  on 
the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand,  radiating  thus — 
and  are  laid  flat  on  the  hook,  secured 
with  two  turns,  and  the  silk  is  then 
brought  under  the  hook  and  up 
between  the  near  wings  and  the 
wire,  across  round  the  neck  in  front 
of  the  wings,  and  under  the  neck 
and  across  again  between  the  wire 
and  the  off-wings.  This  figure  of  eight  process 
forces  up  the  wings  mto  position.  The  hackle 
is  now  tied  in,  and  the  wings  further  forced  up 
by  the  successive  turns  of  hackle.  The  waste 
end  of  the  wings  is  now  cut  off,  and  the  silk  whipped 
to  the  eye.  finishing  with  the  whip  finish.  I  found 
it  convenient  to  tie  the  wings  rather  long,  and  to 
burn  off'  the  ends  in  a  candle,  so  as  to  get  the  right 
length  and  the  round  ends  required.  I  ought  to 
add  t]}at  the  wings  cannot  be  tied  on  the  bare  hook 
shank,  but  must  have  a  basis  of  waxed  silk  to  be 
tied  down  on  to.  This  is  also  true  of  all  flies 
dressed  according  to  the  principles  propounded  by 
Mr.  Chas.  Walker  in  "  Old  Flies  and  New  Dresses." 

The  Cinnamon  Sedge  was  on  the  water  at  the 
same  time,  but  I  have  never  seen  a  feather  which 
adequately  represents  the  orange  brightness  of  its 
wing.  Landrail — often  employed — is  not  nearly 
bright  enough.  There  is  another  sedge  on  the 
water  at  the  same  season  which  landrail  admirably 
matches.  It  is  tied  with  a  landrail  wing.  Hare's  poll 
body  spun  on  orange  silk,  old  gold  silk  rib,  and 
pale  ginger  hackle.  I  fancy  it  often  gets  credit  for 
being  taken  as  the  Cinnamon,  whereas  it  is  quite 
another  fly. 

The  mention  of  Mr.  Tod's  name  reminds  me  how 
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useful  I  found  his  doubles  when  fish  were  not  taking 
on  the  surface.  The  weather  being  very  cold  it  not 
infrequently  happened  that  it  was  12.30  or  1  o'clock 
before  any  surface  feeding  began.  So  it  occurred  to 
me  for  my  last  day — a  Monday — to  dress  a  few 
double-hooked  midges  to  use  till  the  rise  came  on. 
I  caught  a  Pale  Watery  Dun  on  the  water  and 
dressed  a  quill  imitation,  which  in  size  and  colour  was 
wonderfully  accurate,  and  arriving  on  the  water  soon 
after  eleven  I  began  casting  right  across  into  little 
bays  in  the  opposite  bank  which  I  knew  ought  to 
harbour  feeding  fish,  but  where  a  floating  fly  could 
not  be  put  without  an  immediate  drag  becoming 
apparent.  No  doubt  the  drag  occurred  under  water 
just  the  same,  but  provided  I  dropped  the  fly  near 
enough  to  the  fish  it  did  not  seem  to  matter.  The 
rise  had  generally  to  be  intuitively  guessed,  but 
that  was  not  difiicult  if  one  watched  for  hints  in 
movements  of  the  surface,  and  the  hooking  and 
holding  power  of  the  double  hooks  were  very  fatal. 
Unfortunately  they  had  a  way  of  hooking  into 
sedges  and  bushes  on  the  far  side,  and  I  lost  my 
small  stock  too  rapidly  to  please  me,  but  by  12.30 
I  had  one  twelve-inch  trout  and  five  from  thirteen 
to  fifteen  inches,  seeing  only  three  rises  (except  of 
fingerlings)  in  the  interval. 

The  Little  Pale  Blue  which  I  have  described  in 
previous  papers  was  again  great  medicine,  but  it 
does  not  lend  itself  to  being  tied  as  a  double.  It 
runs  to  bulk  too  much.  On  single  hooks  I  lost 
many  trout. 

I  have  now  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  fair 
trial  to  my  6oz.  10ft.  Leonard  split  cane  rod.  I 
have  used  it  hard  for  a  fortnight,  during  which  I 
took  two  hundred  trout  (from  nine  inches  to  nearly 
sixteen  inches — say  from  4oz.  to  l^lb.)  from  a  very 
weedy  water.  I  only  lost  two  flies  in  weeded  fish 
(and  one  loss  was  entirely  due  to  my  own  mis- 
management), and  I  hustled  my  fish  as  well  ana 
killed  them  as  promptly  as  I  could  have  done  with 
an  ounce  to  the  foot  weapon.  I  have  not  had  fish 
over  21b.  on  it,  but  for  fish  up  to  21b.  it  does  all  I 
could  wish  in  the  way  of  killing.  It  only  wants 
confidence  in  its  power  and  gameness.  If  you  treat 
it  lightly  because  you  believe  it  to  be  weak  it  will 
not  develop  its  power,  and  you  will  lose  fish,  but 
butt  your  fish  boldly  and  it  brings  him  along  in 
style.  Val  Conson. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  mornir^. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tliames. — Genebal  Remabks. — The  river  is  in 
flood,  and  this  has  induced  several  anglers  to 
patronise  the  banks.  Sport  has  been  of  a  mixed 
character  owing  to  the  .colour  of  the  water  being 
rather  too  much.  But  above  the  Wey  and  the 
Mole  has  been  better  than  below  it,  though 
the  whole  of  the  river  is  practically  full  of  flood 
water.  The  best  roach  I  have  heard  of  being  taken 
during  the  week  was  one  of  If  lb.,  a  fine  fish,  caught 
by  Mr.  Arthur  Hart,  of  Kingston,  in  the  Wraysbury 
reach.  At  Kingston  several  roach  and  plenty  of 
gudgeon  have  been  had  in  the  eddies,  Mr.  A.  Drink- 
water  getting  one  of  the  former  of  fib.  It  will  take 
nearly  a  fortnight  for  the  river  to  run  down,  if  there 
be  no  more  rain,  though  it  is  possible  to  get  a  few 
fish  in  the  eddies  now.  Any  more  rain  will  spoil 
the  chances  for  the  early  part  of  the  coming  week. 
— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley), — All  the  weir  tackle  is  drawn 

here,  and  the  water  has  overflowed  the  banks  in 
places ;  very  httle  fishing  has  been  attempted,  but 
some  good  roach  have  been  taken  from  the  bank. 
It  will  take  a  few  fine  days  before  the  water  will 
be  in  anything  hke  good  all-round  condition. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (Richmond). — Since  last  report  a  patron 

of  Job  Brain,  senr.,  took  another  carp,  and  another 
was  taken  from  the  bank.  Mr.  C.  Graves,  out 
with  Mr.  H.  Blight,  on  two  occasions  had  good 
takes  of  chub  and  dace,  all  taken  with  the  fly  ;  best 
part  of  them  were  returned  to  the  river.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Taylor,  out  with  Job  Brain,  junr.,  had  about  four 
dozen  good  roach  and  a  salmon,  ten  inches  long, 
which  was  returned  to  the  river.  Just  now  the 
river  is  running  at  high  pressure,  owing  to  the  great 
amount  of  rain.  The  best  pitches  are  the  winter 
swims  along  the  bank,  from  which  a  few  good 
bream  have  been  taken. — Gaynoe  &  Son. 

Bottisliani  Locks  (Waterbeach). — Daring  the 
week  another  heavy  rainfall  has  brought  the  river 
Cam  to  a  higher  level  than  last  week,  in  fact  we 


are  now  flooded.  Angling  for  the  last  two  weeks 
has  been  out  of  all  question.  This  present  condition 
will  be  favourable  in  clearing  away  dead  weeds,  etc. 
— John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  At 
present  the  autumn  fishing  seems  likely  to  be 
little  better  than  the  summer,  which  was,  on  the 
whole,  poor  enough.  Continuous  heavy  rain  and 
high  south-east  gales  have  made  the  rivers  bank 
full  of  very  dirty  water,  and  there  is  plenty  more 
yet  to  come  down  from  the  upper  waters  and 
tributaries.  Until  we  get  finer  and  more  settled 
weather  (if  ever  !)  very  little  sport  need  be  looked 
for,  as  Bure  fish  hardly  ever  feed  to  any  extent  in 
a  cold,  dirty  water.  Last  week  I  found  one  or  two 
bream  taking  white  paste  on  paternoster  up  at 
Coltishall,  but  the  sport  was  wretchedly  slow,  river 
running  fast  and  high,  and  any  amount  of  rotting 
weed  and  other  debris  coming  down.  I  have  no 
reports  of  pike  of  any  account  yet,  but.  cannot 
speak  from  experience,  weather  having  been  so 
intensely  *'  muggy "  and  wet  as  to  seem  hardly 
worth  putting  one's  rod  up  for  this  sport.  Prospects 
all  round  at  present  distinctly  poor. — C.  Taylor. 

Coruisli  Streams. — Fishing  is  practically  at  a 
staadstill.  The  rivers  are  all  overflowing  the  banks, 
and  nothing  can  possibly  be  done. — Bodmin. 

Crouch  (Barnham). — The  anglers  who  came 
down  on  Oct.  II  had  a  very  unpleasant  day,  for 
the  rain  was  continuous  from  early  morning  till 
late  at  night ;  yet  they  ventured  out  in  it,  but  did 
not  meet  with  the  reward  they  should  have  done, 
as  very  few  fish  were  caught.  The  members  of  the 
Silver  Trout  A.S.,  out  with  Cooper  in  the  Volunteer, 
tried  all  the  well-known  swims  from  the  Ness  Hole 
to  Creeksea  Ferry  Hole,  yet  their  catch  consisted 
only  of  a  score  of  mixed  fish,  but  enough  to  take  all 
prizes.  The  tides  will  be  right  for  angling  this 
week  end. — J.  Weight. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  river  is  very 
much  swollen  as  the  resvilt  of  the  heavy  rain,  and 
ttie  tributaries  alike  are  very  full.^ — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — There  is  a  prospect  of  capital 
sport  on  this  river,  the  recent  heavy  floods  having 
considerably  improved  the  water,  and  allowed  a 
large  number  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  to  pass  into 
the  higher  reaches.  Only  a  moderate  number  of 
anglers  have  plied  the  rod  during  the  week.  At 
the  time  of  writing  a  statement  of  catches  is  not  to 
hand.  Sea  angling  has  only  provided  moderate 
sport  during  the  week,  the  inclement  weather 
having  much  retarded  the  operations  of  anglers. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — ^The  continued  rain 
and  rough  weather  have  swollen  the  river  consider- 
ably, and  for  the  present  the  prospects  are  far  from 
cheerful.  In  the  canal  a  few  pike,  roach,  and  perch 
have  been  had.  At  Exmouth  some  pollack,  mullet, 
a  few  bass,  and  some  large  conger  have  been  taken, 
principally  at  night,  a  Mr.  Mostyn  securing  two  of 
161b.  and  91b.  respectively. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
Angling  has  been  quiet  this  last  week  on  the  Cam- 
bridgeshire and  South  Lincolnshire  waters.  This 
has  been  caused  mainly  by  the  heavy  downpour. 
The  passage  of  the  water  has  been  facilitated  on 
the  drains,  and  some  of  them  wiU  be  improved 
by  the  passage  of  flannel  weed  and  other  vege- 
table refuse,  which  is  dying  down  apace.  Some 
little  sport  has  been  indulged  in  on  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  Forty-foot,  but  the  middle  reaches 
are  said  to  have  yielded  best  in  the  capital  baskets 
of  perch  which  have  been  obtained.  A  great  many 
fish  captured  of  late  are  stated  to  have  run  to  over 
lib.  each.  Not  much  has  been  done  amongst  roach 
in  the  Cambridgeshire  waters,  because  the  number 
of  visitors  has  been  small  and  the  run  of  water 
heavy.  A  few  captures  have  been  made  at  Surfleet 
from  the  Glen. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Bigfgleswade  and  Sandy). — River  in  flood 
again.  Acres  of  meadow-land  are  under  water,  and 
angling  will  be  quite  impossible  for  some  time. 
To-night  (Oct.  14)  it  is  still  raining.  This  is  the 
third  flood  since  the  opening  of  the  season  ;  there- 
fore, it  is  small  wonder  that  results  have  not  been 
more  satisfactory,  as  the  river  has  been  so  often 
upset.  When  it  gets  into  trim  again,  sport  should 
be  good,  owing  to  the  thorough  cleansings  and 
refreshers  our  water  has  had. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — At  the  time  of  writing 
(Oct.  14)  the  Lea,  Stort,  Beane,  and  Rib  are  un- 
fishttble  in  consequence  of  another  serious  flood. 
The  rivers  are  over  their  banks  in  many  places,  and 
much  flood  water  is  out.  The  water  in  the  rivers 
is  clay  colour,  and  sport  is  out  of  the  question  for 
some  days.  The  Waltham  district  is  described  as 
being  an  inland  sea. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  high,  muddy,  and  in  flood, 
and  are  out  over  the  fields  in  places;  they  are 
quite  out  of  order  for  fishing,  and  have  been  all  the 
week.  Angling  has  been  at  a  complete  standstill, 
no  anglers  venturing  out,  and  there  wiU  be  little 


chance  of  sport  for  some  days.    The  Pinsloy  is  high 
and  muddy. — Gwynne. 
ItVigg,  Arrow,  and   Finsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  flooded  and  muddy.  Fishing  for  some 
time  to  come  quite  out  of  the  question.  Weather 
is  stormy,  with  rain  every  day — more  or  less.  To- 
day (Wednesday)  it  has  been  falling  steadily  from 
morning  till  night,  and  continues.  There  are  at 
present  indications  of  a  favourable  change. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). —  Several  anglers 
have  lately  been  trying  the  public  water  here  in 
hopes  of  a  peal  to  wind  up  the  season  with.  Last 
Saturday.  Oct.  10,  a  gentleman  and  his  son  were 
fishing  with  peal  fly,  when  the  former  hooked  a 
good  fish,  which,  after  an  excellent  fight,  was 
landed,  and  proved  to  be,  not  a  peal  as  was  ex- 
pected, but  a  fine  brown  trout  weighing  between 
three  and  four  pounds. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Ferry).— Angling  of  any  kind 
has  been  "  quite  off  "  during  the  wepk,  as  we  have 
got  a  flood  on.  It  is  now  (Wednesday  evening) 
just  beginning  to  subside  a  bit,  and  by  Oct.  18,  if 
we  get  no  more  rain,  it  will  be  flshable  again  we 
hope,  as  it  is  not  a  bad  colour,  and  after  a  flood  we 
are  always  rewarded  with  some  big  takes  both  of 
jack  and  roach.  One  gentleman  last  season  after  a 
little  flood  like  this  got  85! b.  of  nice  pike  in  one 
day — so  buck  up  "  ye  pike  hunters." — A.  Scabd. 

  (Huntingdon). — Water   exceedingly  high 

and  very  iiiick.  Fine  weather  now  badly  wanted  ; 
if  we  are  only  favoured  with  this,  I  anticipate  very 
successful  flshing  will  be  had  by  Saturday  next  at 
latest. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  still  very  full  of  water, 
and  the  salmon  are  running  far  up  to  the  moors. 
There  are  plenty  of  them  in  the  pools  at  Virtuous 
Lady  and  also  in  the  Walkham.  A  cup  of  hot  tea 
is  very  acceptable  this  weather,  and  friend  Horrell, 
the  keeper  at  Buck  Tor  Cottage,  will  supply  this 
necessity  ;  his  house  is  near  where  the  Walkham 
and  Ttivy  join. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — Frequent  floods  have 
considerably  interrupted  sport  in  the  Severn  and 
tributaries,  and,  save  for  the  capture  of  a  few  small 
pike  and  some  roach,  little  has  been  done  of  late. 
The  Salopian  meres  should  be  visited  with  advantage 
for  large  pike  and  various  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  and 
these  handsome  sheets  of  water  yield  sport  when 
the  streams  are  out  of  order. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — During  the  past  week  angling  in  these 
rivers  has  been  an  impossibility  owing  to  the  water 
being  so  cloudy,  more  like  ditch  water  than  any 
other  compound.  The  almost  continuous  rain 
during  the  past  three  weeks  had  the  effect  of 
raising  the  level  of  all  these  streams  to  such  an 
extent  that  such  floods  have  never  before  occurred 
within  the  memory  of  the  very  oldest  inhabitants. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  river,  which  on 
Oct.  1 1  was  rapidly  getting  into  good  fishing  colour, 
has  again  been  upset,  it  being  to-night  (Oct.  14)  in 
heavy  flood.  The  meadows  are  all  completely 
covered  with  water,  and  the  roads  in  many  places 
impassable  to  foot  passengers.  A  few  roach  up  to 
lib.  7oz.  were  taken  on  Oct.  11,  and  one  or  two 
small  jack,  but  it  was  raining  in  torrents  aU  day 
long.  It  is  a  very  open  question  whether  the  river 
will  be   fiahable   or  not  on   Oct.    18.  —  W.  T. 

BaINB  RIDGE. 

Sussex    Kivers    and    Chichester    Canal.  — 

The  gales  and  rainstorms  of  the  week  have  ,  ut  a 
veto  on  angling  pursuits.  Floods  are  notified  from 
all  districts,  and  with  the  exception  of  eels  taken 
on  night  lines  from  Chichester  Canal  there  is 
nothing  to  record. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  river 
at  time  of  writing  (Oct.  12)  is  very  high,  owing  to 
the  recent  heavy  daily  rains.  Plenty  of  salmon 
up,  and  good  sport  likely  to  last  for  another  week 
or  two. — H. 

Teign. — The  report  for  the  past  season  shows 
that  tne  river  has  been  plenteously  stocked  with 
salmon,  and  catches  made  during  the  season  have 
been  a  record,  whilst  the  number  of  salmon  peal 
landed  is  far  in  excess  of  1902.  During  the  year 
seven  net  Ucences  had  been  taken  out,  and  they  had 
caught  1366  salmon  and  grilse,  and  425  sea-trout. 
The  exemption  of  cormorants  from  the  Wild  Birds' 
Protection  Act  within  the  Teign  Fishery  district 
has  been  obtained,  and  Is.  per  head  is  now  offered 
for  heads  of  these  birds. — Devonian. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  i'emo  m  this  district  is 
now  running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  most 
miserable,  and  rain  has  poured  down  nearly  every 
day ;  the  water  soon  rose  and  is  now  in  flood. 
There  is  very  little  prospect  of  any  fishing  being 
done  for  some  days. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has 

been  visited  witK  heavy  rain  during  this  week,  and 
has  caused  the  river  to  rise  rapidly.  It  is  now  bank 
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full  and  very  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
fishing.  There  has  been  no  angling  done  for  some 
days,  and  there  is  very  little  prospect  of  any  sport 

for    another    week,    as    more  rain  threatens.  

Worcester. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — The  water  is  in  good 
condition,  and  fishing  very  good  for  both  rudd  and 
pike,  the  heavy  rains  having  had  a  beneflcial  effect. 
The  water  is  much  higher,  and  the  weeds  consider- 
ably less  than  I  have  ever  known  them  before  during 
October.  The  large  rudd  have  been  plentiful,  and 
many  nice  baskets  have  been  secured.  Spinning 
for  pike  has  been  very  good ;  there  has  been  an 
average  of  ten  runs  per  day  per  rod. — Wm.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbonring 
Rivers. — The  constant  heavy  rains  of  the  past 
week  have  flooded  the  rivers  to  such  an  extent  that 
several  have  overflowed  their  banks.  One  salmon 
was  found  stranded  in  a  pigsty,  another  flounder- 
ing about  in  a  ploughed  field.  The  Rede  is 
in  good  fishing  order,  and  several  fresh  -  run 
fish  have  been  killed  with  fly;  the  Mallard  has 
done  well.  The  anglers  of  the  North  Tyne  are 
having  a  royal  time  of  it.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bellingham,  I  am  told  about  thirty  fresh  run  fish 
were  killed,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Bellingham,  killing  one 
of  231b.  on  the  lower  waters.  Some  good  fish  have  been 
killed.  Mr.  Meech,  on  Thursday  last,  killed  another 
sea-trout  of  61b.  in  the  Aln,  on  fly.  The  Coquet 
has  run  into  fishing  trim,  and  thousands  of  salmon 
or  Salmo  eriox  are  on  the  run ;  on  Tuesday  last  two, 
of  121b.  and  81b.,  fell  to  the  rod  of  a  Newcastle 
angler.  Coarse  fishers  have  had  some  good  baskets 
of  roach  and  dace  with  maggot  and  small  red  worm. 
— Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on  Tyne. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny bridge). —  Heavy 
rain  all  day  Wednesday  (Oct.  14),  and  very  high 
floods  ;  a  good  number  of  salmon  have  been  caught 
lately,  mostly  with  the  worm.  Seas  m  closes  on 
Nov.  1.  We  have  plenty  of  salmon  up  now,  and 
shall  expect  good  sport  from  now  till  the  end  of  the 
season. — Pontsenny. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Linos).— Anglers 
who  have  visited  Southrey  during  last  week  have 
not  been  numerous.  The  Great  Northern  have 
stopped  running  their  trips.  Fairly  good  sport  has 
fallen  to  rods  on  the  spot,  and  some  good  pike  have 
been  caught.  A  Lincoln  angler  had  two  good  fish 
which  scaled  over  101b.  The  stations  have  not  had 
the  advantage  of  trips  between  Lincoln  and  Boston, 
but  a  good  many  visitors  have  been  on  the 
river  below  Bardney.  Pike  fishing  has  been 
successful.  At  the  Boston  end  fish  8!b.  to  111b. 
have  been  caught.  On  the  famous  reaches  below 
Dogdyke  one  angler  got  as  many  pike  as  he  could 
comfortably  carry.  Good  news  also  comes  from 
Bardney,  Kirkstead,  Tattershall,  and  Langrick. 
Wherever  tried  for,  in  spite  of  the  storms,  pike 
fishing  has  been  good.  Nice  lots  of  roach  have 
been  taken  by  both  maggot  and  worm.  The  best 
roach  scaled  IJlb.  Now  the  floods  are  going  down 
roach  fishing  should  have  a  trial  unless  the  water 
is  too  discoloured. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The 
incessant  rains  have  almost  put  a  stop  to  angling 
on  these  streams;  a  few  anglers  have  been  out 
bottom  fishing,  but  with  very  poor  results,  as  all 
the  best  swims  are  all  of  a  boil,  as  it  were,  as  these 
rivers  are  nearly  bank  full,  and  still  it  rains ;  it  will 
be  several  days  before  these  waters  will  be  fishable, 
even  if  the  rain  stops.  The  prospect  for  fly  fishing 
is  very  gloomy. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  Yore  has  been  heavily  flooded. 
Anglers  on  the  upper  reaches  fare  better  than  those 
on  the  lower,  for  they  can  fish  the  corners  and 
slacks.  When  the  Yore  is  unfishable  one  caa  fish 
the  Cover,  and  at  times  a  dish  of  grayling  is  caught 
with  the  cockspur  worm.  The  lower  reaches  of  the 
Yore  have  been  out  of  order  for  over  a  fortnight. 
The  Dersvent  has  flooded  its  banks  at  Salton, 
Brawby,  Hutton  Ryton,  Malton,  Huttons  Ambo, 
and  Castle  Howard.  No  angling  has  been  done 
for  nearly  three  weeks  on  this  river.  The  York 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  had  a  smoking  concert 
at  the  Bay  Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  York,  on  Satur- 
day (Oct.  10). — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  Mr.  Porter's  Cornie- 
haugh  Fishings.  —  Notwithstanding  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  river  good  sport  continues  to  be 
obtained.  Lady  Bridge  had  one  salmon,  1  lib. ; 
Dr.  Keeton  one,  22^1b.;  and  on  the  Marnoch  Lodge 
section,  Mr.  A.  Mellor  grassed  four,  scaling  131b., 
22Jlb.,  23lb.,  and  33Jlb.  The  latter  fish  is,  1 
behove,  the  heaviest  taken  by  the  rod  on  the 
Deveron  this  season. — X. 

    This  river  has  been  in  high  flood  for 

some  lime,  and  anglers  are  having  excellent  sport. 
On  the  Duff  House  water,  on  Oct.  7,  Mr.  Wyllie 


had  a  fish  of  181b  ;  on  the  9th  and  10th  Mr. 
Williams,  London,  lessee  of  the  D.^ff  House  section, 
had  two  beautiful  fish  weighing  221b.  and  241b., 
and  one  on  the  10th  of  201b.  On  the  7th  Mr. 
Thomson,  fishing  on  the  Inverichnie  water,  caught 
two  fish  of  fair  size ;  on  the  8th,  on  the  Craigston 
water,  Mr.  Morrison  had  a  fish  of  161b.  ;  on  the 
Laithers  water  one  was  got  of  241b.  On  the 
Rothiemay  water  Mr,  Hardie  had  a  large  fish  of 
301b.  on  the  8th,  and  one  of  201b.  on  the  9th. 
On  the  same  date  Colonel  Forbes  (Rothiemay)  and 
party  had  four  beauties.  On  the  Huntly  Committee 
water  about  a  score  of  fish  were  killed,  ranging  in 
weight  from  61b.  to  211b.  The  Hon.  Eustace 
Dawnay,  staying  at  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Turriff, 
caught  on  the  upper  Forglen  water  a  101b.  salmon 
on  the  8th,  and  one  of  29Jlb.  on  the  10th.  The 
Hon.  Geoffrey  Dawnay  had  a  101b.  salmon  on  the 
7th,  a  251b.  salmon  on  the  8th,  and  a  61b.  salmon 
on  the  10th.  On  the  Netherdale  section  two  salmon 
were  landed  of  81b.  and  91b.  on  the  8th,  and  on  the 
10th  three  salmon  of  81b.,  8|lb.,  and  lUb. — H.  W. 

Deveron  (Huntly).— The  Deveron  and  tributaries 
were  in  good  fishing  ply  last  week,  and  well  stocked 
with  fish,  but  are  now  in  flood  again.  On  Oct.  7, 
Mr.  John  Halket,  one  grilse,  51b.;  Mr.  Chichton,  two 
grilse,  41b.  and  51b.  ;  Mr.  Davidson,  one  salmon, 
211b. ;  Mr.  Lister,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Mr.  Little,  one 
salmon,  61b.;  J.  Anderson,  one  salmon,  71b.;  Mr.  A. 
Donald,  one  salmon,  lOlb.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Gray, 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  John  Jameson,  one  grilse,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Wilson,  one  sal  mon,  121b. ;  Mr.  McKenzie,  one 
salmon,  71b.  ;  J.  Cruickshank,  one  salmon.  On  the 
9th,  Mr.  W.  Gray,  two  salmon.  121b.  and  181b.; 
Geo.  Gauld,  three  grilse,  51b.,  61b.,  and  6lb. ;  Mr. 
Davidson,  one  grilse,  61b.  On  the  10th,  Chas. 
Cowie,  one  salmon,  8lb.;  Mr.  A.  Donald,  one  salmon, 
71b.  ;  Mr.  Gray,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Davidson,  two 
grilse,  51b.  and  6ib.  From  the  Rothiemay  water  a 
salmon  of  341b.  was  landed,  and  on  Marnoch  one  of 
331b.— Drake  Wing. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  Dee  was  again  all 
out  of  it  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  (Oct.  12  and  13), 
but  is  now  settling  again,  and  the  sport  of  last  week 
is  again  revived.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches  of  the 
Dee,  Admiral  Fane  creeled  one  of  6Jlb.  on  Friday 
(Oct.  9),  and  Lord  Aberdeen's  keeper  two,  of  191b. 
and  201b.  On  the  Invery  water,  Mr.  Davidson  had 
two  fish,  of  81b.  and  91b.  On  Saturday  (Oct.  10), 
on  the  Park  water,  Mr.  BuUogh  had  two,  of  191b. 
and  201b.,  while  Mrs.  Thin  had  one  of  161b.  on  the 
Huntly  Arms  section.  On  the  Kincardine  water. 
Miss  Pickering  had  one  of  18lb.,  and  Mr.  William 
Farquhar  two  on  Carlogie.  A  heavy  head  of  fish 
has  Deen  running  the  Dee,  and  good  sport  is  now 
well  assured  right  up  till  the  end.  On  the 
Cults  water,  Mr.  Donald  had  one  on  Tuesday 
(Oct.  13)  of  161b.,  and  several  have  been  got 
on  the  Culter  and  Murtle  sections.  On  the 
Drumcastle  water,  Mr.  J.  Bond  had  one  of  81b., 
one  of  301b.,  one  of  191b.,  two  of  7Ib.  and 
l\\h.,  and  one  of  20Jlb. ;  while  Mr.  Irvine  had 
one  of  21  ^Ib.,  two  of  231b.  and  181b.,  and  three  of 
191b.,  19^1b.,  and  201b.  On  the  Durris  water  eleven 
fish  were  creeled  during  the  past  few  days, 
chiefly  to  the  Dusty  Miller  and  the  Gordon.  The 
sand-eel  bait  has  also  done  well.  Don. — Thirty 
fish  were  creeled  on  the  Kinaldie,  Fintry,  and 
Kintore  waters  on  three  days  this  week.  On  the 
Tilliefourie  water  Mr.  Gregson  had  three  of  151b., 
lOlb.,  and  91b.,  one  of  71b.,  and  two  of  61b.  and 
6Jlb.,  one  of  16lb.,  and  two  of  101b.  each.  On  the 
Grandholm  waters  the  Countess  of  Suffolk  has  had 
two,  three,  and  four  fish  daily,  scaling  up  to  261b. 
On  the  Cruives  section  sport  has  been  exceedingly 
bright  to  those  usiag  the  minnow.  Mr.  Keith- 
Murray  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  121b.,  while  Mr. 
Farquhar-Spottiswood  had  three  of  average  weights. 
Another  rod  had  ten  for  three  days  out.  An 
unprecedented  run  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  is 
at  present  being  experienced  on  the  Don.  Mr. 
Henderson  had  twenty  finnock,  scaling  141b.,  on 
Tuesday  morning  (Oct.  13),  and  Mr.  R.  Gibb  a 
similar  basket  on  the  tidal  waters.  Ythan. — Grand 
sport  is  being  got  on  this  little  river.  Last  week 
Mr.  H.  Young,  Methlick,  had  three  fine  fish,  scaling 
12Jlb.,  14ilb.,  and  181b.,  also  a  grilse  of  4ilb.  On 
the  Kelly  water  Mr.  John  Clark  had  a  fish'of  201b. 
on  Friday  (Oct.  9).  The  river  was  in  extreme  flood 
on  Monday  (Oct.  12),  being  all  over  its  banks.  Fish 
running  freely,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  seldom, 
if  ever,  so  bright.  The  brown  trout  season  all  over 
Scotland  closed  on  Wednesday  (Oct.  14),  but  finnock 


Grayling  f'isHlNO.— Having  had  more  experience  since  1856 
as  a  grayling  fisher  than  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  flies  and  taoKle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  grayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  2s.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9d.  each.—.!.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers  Dep6t, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "Piacator,  Leeds." 


and  sea-trout  angling  go  on  till  the  end  of  the 
month,  when  the  salmon  season  on  the  Dee,  Don, 
Deveron,  and  some  eighty  odd  streams  then  ends. 
— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— Since  last  week's  report 
the  rivers  have  not  been  fishable  with  the  fly.  The 
Annan  has  only  been  in  ply  for  one  day— namely, 
Oct.  10.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Pasley 
Dirom's  fisherman  had  a  nice  one  prior  to  the 
above  date,  and  on  Oct.  10  Mr.  Dirom  killed 
a  fish  of  6ilb.  at  the  Butcherbeck,  Burnfoot. 
In  the  Hightae  water  of  the  Four  Towns,  Mr.  H. 
Boyd  had  a  small  fish.  Mr.  Montgomery,  senr., 
landed  one  of  15lb.  and  another  of  231b.  Mr.  John 
Montgomery,  jun.,  had  also  one  of  191b.  on  Satur- 
day last.  Mr.  J.  Irving,  Lockerbie,  took  one  of  71b., 
Mr.  Bell  one  of  91b.,  Mr.  Alex.  McLean  one  of  121b., 
and  Mr.  W.  Wightman  one  of  191b.  In  the  Castle- 
milk  water,  Mr.  W.  O.  Bell-Irving  landed  two  on 
Saturday  last,  221b.  Mr.  David  Tweedie  killed  two 
small  fish  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  John  Rae  landed 
one  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  D.  C.  London  killed 
one  salmon  with  the  minnow  in  Castlemilk  water, 
and  Mr.  Andrew  Robinson  had  one  in  Hoddom 
Castle  water  on  Saturday  last  (October  10), 
The  Nith  has  been  in  a  similar  condition  to  the 
Annan.  Mr.  J.  M.  Grey  killed  a  good  fish  with  fiy. 
An  odd  salmon  has  been  landed  in  the  higher  waters 
of  Mid  Nithsdale.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — In 
the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  a  nice  salmon  has  been  landed. 
A  good  head  of  fish  have  entered  the  Fleet  of  Gate- 
house and  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  but  owing  to 
the  floods  the  rivers  have  never  been  in  proper 
order  for  the  fly.  The  Ayrshire  rivers  were  in  good 
ply  a  week  ago,  and  a  few  fish  were  landed.  On 
Friday  afternoon  of  last  week  Mr.  James  McMurtie 
landed  a  splendid  fish  of  281b,  at  the  Dam.  On  the 
same  afternoon  Mr.  John  McMurtie  killed  one  of 
1 5lb.  In  the  Ayr  and  other  district  streams  little 
is  doing  on  account  of  the  spates. — Heatherbell, 

Tay. — Notwithstanding  the  flooded  state  of  the 
river  during  the  past  week,  some  very  exceptional 
sport  was  had.  The  best  day's  sport  over  all  the 
principal  beats  for  the  season  up  till  now  (within  two 
days  of  the  close  of  the  season)  was  got  on  Oct.  10,  the 
best  fished  beat  being  Upper  Redgorton,  which 
yielded  a  total  catch  for  the  two  boats  of  twenty- 
two  I  fish,  weighing  369ilb.  The  heaviest  fish  for 
the  season  till  now  was  killed  on  the  same  day  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  on  Upper  Stobhall,  and  scaled 
47Jlb.  It  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch, 
Perthj  to  have  a  cast  taken  of  it.  The  following 
is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  most  of  the  principal 
beats  up  to  Oct.  13  : — 

IsLAMOUTH  Beat.— General  Campbell,  fishing  this 
water  on  Oct.  10,  killed  one  salmon  of  18Jlb.  ;  and 
on  Oct.  13  Lord  Clanwilliam  had  a  fish  of  17 Jib. 

Upper  Cargill. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  8, 
Lord  Cairns  landed  one  salmon  of  141b.  On  Oct.  10, 
Mr.  Basil  Moon  killed  one  salmon  of  171b.  and  a 
grilse  of  81b.  ;  and  on  Oct.  13  Lord  Cairns  landed 
three  fish  of  181b.,  161b.,  and  151b. 

Upper  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  8,  killed  six 
fish  of  3.51b.  291b.  261b.  221b.,  191b.,  and  171b..  and 
a  grilse  of  71b.  ;  and  from  the  second  boat  Mr.  P. 
M.  Coats  killed  three  salmon  of  20Jlb.,  211b.,  and 
191b.,  and  two  grilse  of  151b.  and  9lb.  Mr.  Archi- 
bald Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  on  Oct.  10,  had 
four  salmon  of  331b.,  211b..  191b.,  and  161b.;  and 
from  the  second  boat  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  landed  three 
fish  of  47Jlb.  311b.,  and  211b.  The  47Jlb.  is  the 
largest  reported  to  be  got  with  the  rod  this  season. 
On  Oct.  13  Messrs.  Coats  and  Malloch  had  three 
salmon  of  201b.,  201b.,  and  191b. 

Lower  Stobhall. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  9, 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  landed  one  salmon  of  271b. 
and  a  grilse  of  101b.,  and  from  the  second  boat  Mr. 
P.  M.  Coats  killed  four  salmon  of  271b  ,  201b.,  191b., 
and  171b.  On  Oct.  12  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch  landed  nine  fish  of  20lb.,  181b.,  151b 
361b.,  231b.,  211b.,  201b.,  and  20ib.,  and  a  grilse 
of  lOlb. 

Burnmouth.  —  His  Excellency  Lord  Dudley, 
fishing  this  stretch  on  Oct.  12,  killed  one  salmon 
of  161b. 

Upper  Stanley. — Mrs.  M.  Trevelyan  Martin, 
fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  9,  landed  one  salmon 
of  151b.,  and  from  the  second  boat  Mr.  M.  Trevelyan 
Martin  and  Mr.  Mason  had  one  salmon  of  221b.  and 
a  grilse  of  91b.  ;  and  on  Oct.  12,  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin 
had  two  salmon  of  17^1b.  and  171b. 

Lower  Stanley. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  8, 
Mrs.  M.  Trevelyan  Martin  landed  nine  fish  of  241b. 
221b.,  211b.,  211b.,  n^lb.,  171b.,  161b.,  141b.,  81b.,  and 
from  the  second  boat  Mr.  Martin  had  one  salmon  of 
211b.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Martin  killed  four  fish  of 
241b.,  181b.,  151b.,  and  141b.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b., 
and  from  the  second  boat,  Mr.  Mason  and  Mis^  E. 
Maxwell  Lyte  landed  three  fish  of  18lb.,  17Jlb.,  and 
(For  continuation  see  p.  243.) 
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161b.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  on  the  13th  Mrs, 
Martin  had  a  grilse  of  251b. 

Upper  Redgobton. — Mr.  Archibald  Coats,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Oct.  8,  landed  two  salmon  of  251b.  and 
191b.,  from  the  second  boat  Miss  Gardner  had  one 
fish  of  201b.  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  On  the  10th  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Coats,  Miss  Hutchison,  and  Miss  Gardner 
had  seven  fish  of  301b.,  251b.,  24^1b.,  191b.,  151b.. 
16Jlb.,  and  17Jlb.,  and  a  grilse  of  91b.,  and  from 
the  second  boat  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  had  nine  salmon  of 
161b.,  231b.,  201b.,  191b  ,  181b..  181b.,  171b.,  171b.,  151b., 
and  five  grilse  of  91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  71b.  Total, 
twenty-two  fish,  weighing  392|lb.,  for  the  one  beat 
for  the  day.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  had 
one  salmon  of  181b.,  and  from  the  other  boat,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Coats  landed  a  fish  of  121b. 

Lower  REDooETOisr. — Fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  9, 
Miss  Hutchison  and  Miss  Gardner  landed  six 
salmon  of  27ilb.,  23JIb.,  201b.,  16Jlb.,  18Jlb.,  and 
41b. 

LowEB  Beetha. — Mr.  Archd.  Ccats,  fishing  this 
beat  on  Oct.  9,  killed  three  salmon  of  191b.,  181b., 
and  171b.,  and  five  grilse  of  91b.,  71b.,  ?lb.,  61b.,  and 
61b.,  and  on  Oct.  12  one  grilse  of  111b. 

RiVEB  AiMOND. — Local  anglers  have  had  splendid 
catches  of  salmon  on  this  river  during  the  past 
week.  With  the  recent  floods  salmon  have  been 
running  up  this  river  in  thousands,  and  as  the  water 
commenced  to  fall  fish  collected  in  hundreds  in  the 
pools  below  the  first  dyke.  This  dyke  was  only 
recently  constructed,  and  is  not  yet  quite  completed. 
On  Oct,  9  as  many  as  forty  salmon  were  taken  out  of 
one  pool,  and  on  the  10th  fully  a  dozen  were  landed  ; 
and  on  the  13th,  over  fifty  fish  were  grassed,  one 
angler  having  ten  fish  to  his  own  rod.  In  a  short 
stretch  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  first  dyke 
it  is  estimated  that  over  150  fish  have  been  killed 
during  the  past  week.  As  many  as  twenty  anglers 
were  seen  plj  ing  their  rods  on  this  part  at  one  time. 
This  catch  of  salmon  is  quite  unprecedented  in  the 
history  of  the  river  Almond,  which  has  hitherto 
never  been  reckoned  a  salmon  river.  Anglers  on 
the  free  water  below  Perth  have  not  been  quite  so 
successful  during  the  past  week. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivers,  without  exception,  have  been  in  flood 
now  for  nearly  a  fortnight.  On  Oct.  9  they  had 
subsided  to  3  feet,  but  again  rose  to  the  extent 
of  7  feet,  and  there  has  been  more  or  less  of  a 
rise  and  fall  every  day  since.  An  improvement 
seemed  to  have  set  in  on  Oct  13,  but  a  heavy 
rainfall  in  the  morning  again  rose  them  to  the  4  feet 
mark  at  the  Tweedometer  at  Kelso  Bridge.  How- 
ever, to-day  (Oct.  14)  the  weather  seems  more 
settled,  and  they  have  fallen  to  about  2  feet,  and 
dealing  rapidly.  Fishing  may  be  expected  to  be  in 
full  swing  by  Oct.  16  or  17.  When  the  rivers  were 
from  2  feet  to  2J  feet  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas,  at 
Rutherford  water,  had  remarkable  sport,  killing 
five  salmon,  of  221b.,  201b.,  19ilb.,  161b.,  161b.  The 
game  day,  on  the  Bolside  water,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Davies  had  two  of  231b.  and  2  lib. 
To-day  (Wednesday,  Oct.  14),  on  |the  Sprouston 
Water,  Mr.  J.  H.  Meakin,  three  salmon  of  201b., 
18ilb.,  and  171b.;  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Mundey,  a 
beauty  of  291b. ,  and  on  Ednam  House  water  Mr. 
J.  Wood  had  two  fish.  During  the  floods  large 
takes  of  trout  have  been  caught,  in  some  instances 
some  of  the  anglers  having  no  less  than  151b.  to 
251b.  of  trout  each.  However,  the  close  time  comes 
into  force  to-day  (Oct.  14),  which^will  put  a  welcome 
stop  to  such  slaughter. — Later. — The  weights  of 
the  two  fish  caught  on  Ednam  House  upper  water 
in  report  sent  were  201b.  and  161b.  On  the  Lower 
water,  Mr.  Councellor,  London,  had  three  salmon 
(all  on  Oct.  14). — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District, — The  Crossgar  was  in  a 
red  spate  most  of  the  week,  but  should  fish  by 
Friday.  Plenty  of  clean  run  salmon  are  in  the 
Annacloy  pools.  Brown  trout  fishing  is  practically 
over  at  the  Woodburn  Dams,  anything  over  lib. 


being  in  poor  condition.  Half  a  dozen  out  on  Oct. 
10,  but  had  poor  luck,  a  brace  being  the  average. — 
J.  A.  B. 

ItoxLgh.  Cnrrane,  etc.  (WaterTille,  co.  Kerry). — 

The  weather  continues  very  wild  and  wet,  and  no 
fishing  was  practicable  on  two  days.  On  Wednes- 
day (Oct.  7),  Major  Cresswell  had  a  salmon  of  61b 
on  Lough  Currane ;  on  the  8th,  one  of  6Jlb. ;  and  on 
the  9th,  one  of  71b.  On  the  latter  day  Colonel 
Carruthers  had  a  fine  fish  of  141b.,  that  gave  fine 
play  for  some  time. — T.  J.  D. 

Uoy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).  —  Both  loughs  high  ;  weather  unsettled. 
Mr.  Warren  had  few  trout,  also  four  jack,  lUb., 
Illb.,  151b.,  25Ib. ;  Mr.  Taylor,  nine  trout,  15lb., 
and  three  jack,  71b.,  13Jlb.,  191b.  Mr.  Gray  and 
Master  C.  Gray  had  some  very  good  wild-fowling  on 
the  estuary  of  the  river. — Pat  Heabistes. 

Pontoon  (Anglers'  Hotel).  —  Fishing  on  lakes 
Conn  and  Cullen  has  not  b?en  as  good  as  usual  at 
this  time  of  year,  owing  to  the  very  bad  weather. 
Mr.  S.  S.  Mossop,  Longsutton,  killed  twenty-three 
pike  in  fourteen  days,  weighing  1621b.,  largest 
19ilb.  (not  counting  any  under  41b.).  Mr.  J.  Warne, 
in  seven  days,  killed  twenty-five  pike,  largest  291b., 
others  from  81b.  to  171b.  ;  he  also  shot  six  brace  of 
mallard.  Mr,  J.  Attenborough,  in  nine  days,  killed 
thirty  pike,  largest  141b. — P.  Healy. 

Shannon   ;(Castleconnell).— Another  week  of 
heavy  rains,  and  river  rising  ;  weather  not  cold. 
J.  Enbight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Eillaloe).— The 
weather  has  continued  bad,  with  the  result  that 
anglers  have  not  done  at  all  well.  This  week  a  few 
rods  have  been  fairly  successful.  Miss  Rothwell, 
CO.  Westmeath,  got  two  grilse,  81b.  and  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Arden,  one  salmon,  331b.,  and  two  grilse,  41b.  and 
31b.  On  the  lake  some  big  pike  have  been  captured 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — A  few  boat-anglers  were  off  on  Satur- 
day last  (Oct.  10),  since  which  we  have  had  very 
stormy  weather.  Shakespeare  said  (?)  in  "The 
Tempest,"  "Blow  till  thou  twist  thy  wind,  if  room 
enough  "  (to  the  boatswain) ;  and  by  the  usual 
swing  of  the  pendulum  I  think  we  may  now  count 
upon  more  settled  weather  (?). — H. 

Deal.  —Thursday  and  Friday,  Oct.  8  and  9,  wind 
westerly  and  water  very  thick ;  a  few  boats  out 
and  some  good  ^fish  landed.  On  the  10th,  wind 
N.W.,  fresh,  with  blue  sky  and  bright  sun ; 
water  in  better  condition.  Some  decent  takes 
of  good  codling,  a  few  other  fish,  and  a  few  good 
cod  were  taken.  Mr.  Day  and  two  friends  had  a 
fair  take  of  good  codling,  whiting,  and  pouting, 
considering  the  state  of  weather,  and  in  the  even- 
ing a  large  contingent  of  angling  gentlemen  put  in 
an  appearance.  On  the  11th,  wind  S.S.W.,  strong, 
looking  rather  ugly.  A  few  boats  ventured  out, 
but  owing  to  the  wind  increasing  to  a  gale  and  rain, 
all  the  boats  returned  to  shore  by  12  o'clock,  and 
with  grand  takes.  In  consequence  of  the  state  of 
weather,  the  pier  was  very  largely  patronised. 
On  the  12th,  wind,  S.S.W.,  fresh,  nothing 
worth  mention  being  done.  On  the  13th,  wind, 
W.N.W.,  water  thick  as  mud,  several  good  codling 
landed,  and  one  local  boatman  captured  a  splendid 
cod,  16Jlb.  On  the  14th,  wind  westerly,  fresh,  not 
many  boats  out,  but  some  good  whiting  and  codling 
were  landed ;  several  people  with  throw-out  lines 
from  the  beach,  from  the  north  part  of  Deal,  and 
below  the  ruins  of  Sandown  Castle  took  several 
whiting  and  a  few  codling,  and  a  party  to-day 
(Wednesday),  with  draw  net,  secured  a  splendid 
take  of  whiting,  codling,  pouting,  soles,  and  flatfish, 
which  speaks  well  for  sport  for  rod  and  line  should 
the  water  get  in  little  better  condition  and  favour- 
able weather  this  week-end,  as  tides  suit  well. — 
Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

 (the  Pier). — Very  unsettled  weather  still 

prevails,  and  fishing  of  all  kinds  remains  poor, 
though  a  few  good  individual  catches  have  been 
made.  On  Friday  fOct.  9)  Mr.  Jack  took  premier 
pier  honours  with  a  7j^lb.  cod,  and  on  Saturday 
(Oct.  10)  Mr.  G.  Smith,  Mr.  Newcombe,  Mr.  Waddell, 
Mrs.  Roberts,  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  each  made  a  fair 
show,  the  last-named  lady  including  a  61b.  conger 
in  her  day's  catch,  while  Mr.  H.  Barnes-Moss  took 
a  nice  shapely  cod  of  6^1b.  The  strong  gale  on 
Oct.  11  drove  many  would-be  boat  anglers 
upon  the  pier,  but  general  results  panned  out 
very  badly ;  only  a  few  codling  and  large 
pouting  came  to  hand,  the  heaviest  fish,  a 
small  cod  of  4J^lb.,  falling  to  Mr.  Maxted's  rod.  In 
the  course  of  the  day  one  gentleman  hooked  and 
landed  a  small  electric  battery,  while  on  the  following 
day  a  small  purse  containing  a  halfpenny  was 
brought  up.  Mr.  Eldridge  hooked  and  brought  to 
the  surface  a  fine  cod  early  on  Monday  (Oct.  12), 
but  it  broke  away  from  him  after  a  time.  Mr. 


Thomas  met  with  alight  success  among  the  pollack 
on  this  day,  Mr.  Misken  bagged  some  codling  and  a 
large  edible  crab,  Mr.  Gilbertson  a  few  codling,  Mrs. 
Couzens  a  small  mixed  bag,  including  a  4lb.  codling, 
Mr.  H.  W,  Webb  a  handsome  S^lb.  conger,  and  Mr. 
Morris  a  small  catch,  which  included  a  bass— the 
first  of  its  species  taken  upon  the  pier  for  nine 
years,  Tuesday  (Oct.  13)  proved  a  miserably  wet 
day  ;  a  fair  number  of  anglers  put  in  an 
appearance,  but  the  day's  results  were  poor.  The 
chief  catches  were  made  by  Mrs.  Couzena  with 
pouting  and  whiting,  largest  pout  IJIb.  Mrs. 
Morris's  best  fish  was  a  codling  of  31b.  ;  Mr.  Hills 
had  one  of  3 Jib.,  Mr.  Summers-Brown  one  of  4  Jib., 
Mr.  Aitchison  three  fish  scaling  81b.,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  had  a  good  31b.  pollack.  Fishing  on  the 
14th  proved  exceptionally  bad,  a  small  cod  taken 
by  Mr.  Couzens  being  the  best  fish  of  the  day.  Some 
fairly  large  whiting  were  taken  upon  the  slack  of 
the  flood  tide,  the  largest  scaling  over  lib,  No 
prospects  of  improvement  in  sport  until  the  weather 
becomes  more  settled. — J.  Richabdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings — Very  rough  weather.  Boat  fishing 
impossible.  Plenty  of  fish  about ;  piers  doing  well. 
A  number  of  codling  up  to  51b.  Arrangements  for 
festival  well  in  hand,  everything  promising  a  most 
successful  time.— A.  A.  Bartram. 

Lowestoft. — Sea  fishing,  on  the  whole,  has  been 
very  satisfactory  during  the  past  week.  Oct.  8,  9, 
and  10  gave  moderate  results,  the  tides  being  more 
favourable  to  early  and  late  fishing.  Oct.  1 1  was  a 
complete  blank,  owing  to  the  deluge  of  rain  which 
fell,  but  on  Oct.  12  there  were  grand  catches. 
Sixteen  codling  (largest  121b.)  were  taken  on  the 
Claremont  Pier,  also  some  very  fine  whiting,  no 
small  ones  being  taken  at  all.  Last  (Tuesday, 
Oct.  13)  evening  a  nice  conger  was  taken,  and  a  sole 
of  1  Jib.  was  hooked  during  the  week.  The  whiting, 
though  plentiful  and  of  good  size,  can  hardly  be  said 
to  be  here  in  full  force  yet,  but  next  week  and  for  the 
following  four  weeks  splendid  sport  can  be  confi- 
dently looked  for.  From  the  position  of  the  Clare- 
mont Pier  it  is  always  possible  to  fish  with  one's 
back  to  the  wind,  a  considerable  item  this  extra- 
ordinary year.  The  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society 
hold  their  next  competitions  on  Saturday  (Oct.  17) 
and  Thursday  (Oct.  22),  seven  prizes  being  oflcered 
on  each  occasion.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  a  special 
competition  for  lady  members  at  an  early  date. 
The  Coast  Development  Company  are  offering  two 
full  annual  season  tickets  to  members  of  the  society 
for  the  best  cod  and  whiting  respectively  taken 
from  the  Claremont  Pier  during  the  season. — H.  F. 

Penzance. — Weather  and  sport  somswhat  better 
during  latter  part  of  week,  but  a  gale  blowing,  and 
no  boats  out  so  far  this  week.  Mr.  Candler  and 
three  friends,  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  had  in  four 
catches  twenty-seven  whiting,  nineteen  conger, 
fourteen  bream,  ten  dogSsh,  one  large  crawfish, 
nine  gurnard,  three  wrasse,  six  mackerel,  one  large 
skate,  thirty  various,  chad,  etc.  On  Saturday, 
Oct.  10,  an  angler  had  half  an  hour's  good  sport 
with  a  fine  cod  which  scaled  221b.  Some  fishermen, 
by  going  out  at  daybreak,!  have  had  catches  of 
forty  whiting  per  morning. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S,). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  very  fitful,  one  day 
fine  and  the  next  wet  and  windy,  but  the  fishermen 
have  been  able  to  put  in  a  few  hours  daily.  The 
takes  have  not  been  large,  but  some  nice  pollack 
and  bass  have  been  the  result  of  their  pains.  There 
are  some  very  fine  smelt  to  be  caught  at  the 
wharf  of  the  Electrical  Works  at  Cattedown;  one 
rod  had  several  dozen,  and  they  were  all  very  large 
fish.  We  find  the  best  mode  of  taking  these  dainty 
morsels  is  to  use  a  fine  trout  collar  and  hooka  on 
fine  gut.  Also  a  great  many  more  fish  are  taken  by 
those  who  use  this  fine  gear ;  a  light  lead  at  the 
bottom  is  essential. — Wm.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Sonthwold. — Strong  winds  from  all  points  of  ths 
compass — gales,  in  fact — ;vith  heavy  rain  have  con- 
tributed this  week  to  dearth  of  sport.  A  codling 
weighing  91b.  3oz.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Hussey,  and 
one  of  4|lb.  by  Mr.  Wrightson,  who  also  had  a 
conger  of  3ilb. ;  Mr.  Simmonds  had  one  of  3|lb.  ; 
Major  Rod  well,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Broom  had 
some  conger  of  smaller  size.  Whiting  are  still 
running  very  small,  with  few  exceptions,  and 
fltttfish  scarce.  To-day  (Oct.  13)  Mr.  Wrightson 
landed  sixty-four  dogfish.  Northerly  or  north 
easterly  winds  are  much  desired,  in  order  to  bring 
in  the  large  cod  and  whiting. — L.  B.  Wrightson. 

Walmar. — Owing  to  unfavourable  weather  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  there  is  very  little  sea 
angling  to  record.  A  marked  improvement,  how 
ever,  has  taken  place.  The  whiting  are  in  at  last,  and 
as  codling  are  plentiful  good  sport  should  be  enjoyed 
if  only  the  weather  will  hold  The  sea  is  still  rather 
choppy. — Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Giving  to  the  very  wild 
weather  no  sea  angling  has  been  done  here  for  many 
days.  At  the  time  of  the  break  good  sport  was 
being  obtained  at  pol'ack,  gurnard,  whiting,  bream, 
etc.— T.  J.  D. 
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^offings  h^t^c  i3ag. 

"  Like  the  engines  in  our  workshops,  the  human 
machirte  has  its  limit  of  power  or  of  burden,  which 
cannot  be  expressed  in  figures,  hut  which  should  not 
be  disregarded  on  that  account." — G.  Vapereau. 

With  this  issue  the  Index  to  Vol.  XLVI.  is  given 
as  a  Supplement. 

A  BOY  broke  his  father's  fishing  rod,  and  his 
father  administered  to  him  a  sound  drubbing  in  con- 
sequence. When  the  tackle  maker  brought  the 
bill  only  eighteen  pence  was  charged  for  the  repairs. 
"  Ha,  cheaper  than  I  expected."  said  the  father, 
and  called  out  to  his  son  :  "  Here,  Karl,  take  the 
sixpence  change ;  you  have  had  two  shillings' 
worth  of  thrashing. "  This  shows  how  conscientious 
anglers  are. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Oct.  19, 
at  8  p.m. 


All  anglers  will  sympathise  with  Mr.  H.  Moore, 
treasurer  of  the  Merry  Anglers,  who  has  lost  his  son! 
At  the  funeral  six  officers  and  many  members  of 
the  19th  Middlesex  attended,  as  did  many  tradesmen 
and  anglers.  The  deceased  was  a  volunteer,  an 
angler,  and  a  good  fellow,  who  will  be  missed  by 
many  friends. 

Bibmtstgham:  is  just  now  the  cynosure  of  all  eyes, 
not  only  because  some  important  fiscal  proposals 
emanate  from  there,  but  because  it  is  hoped  that 
much  good  will  come  out  of  a  meeting  recently 
held  at  the  White  Swan  Hotel.  "The  National 
Federation  of  Anglers"  was  duly  launched,  with 
Mr.  John  Gorrill  as  president,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Woodruff  as  vice.  If  this  Federation  can  induce 
Parliament  to  thoroughly  revise  the  Fishery  Laws, 
I  shall  respect  old  "  Brum  "  more  than  ever. 


Like  father  like  son.  Master  P.  Abrahams,  aged 
nine,  entered  for  the  A.B.S.  competition,  and 
caught  two  sizeable  fish.  Bravo,  Master  A.  !  I  hope 
you  will  take  part  in  many  competitions,  and  with 
better  weather.  The  affair  was  a  success,  although 
rain  tried  to  spoil  it.  A  report  appears  in  another 
column.  There  was  rain,  and  Mr.  Levine  lost  his 
umbrella.  Will  the  gentleman  who  took  it  in 
mistake  kindly  send  it  to  Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver- 
street,  Netting  Hill  ? 


If  Britannia  needs  no  bulwarks  or  towers  along 
the  coast,  it  is  quite  certain  the  dear  lady  cannot 
do  without  sea  angling  festivals.  They  are  literally 
all  over  the  shop.  I  am  not  going  to  get  myself 
disliked  by  attempting  to  settle  the  order  of  im- 
portance. I  will  be  simply  chronological.  Brighton 
and  Hove,  Oct.  17,  18,  and  19.  Hastings,  Oct.  24, 
25,  and  26.  Folkestone,  Oct.  31,  Nov.  1  and  2. 
Deal,  Nov.  14,  15,  and  16  (from  boats);  Nov.  21, 
22,  and  23  from  pier.  There  is  every  promise  of 
each  one  being  a  grand  success,  and  the  man  who 
can  attend  all  is  tj  be  envied. 

I  hope  to  be  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  Hastings,  when 
the  Great  Sea  Angling  Festival  is  on.  I  know  that 
the  Festival  club-room  will  be  replete  with  every 
"necessity  and  comfort."  Even  Mr.  "Bat"  Davis 
could  desire  no  more.  "  An  Englishman's  home  is 
his  castle."  From  Oct.  23  to  Oct.  27  the  reverse 
will  be  true,  and  the  Castle,  Hastings,  will  be  the 
angler's  home. 

***** 

T  speak  that  which  I  do  know,  for  I  was  at  Hast- 
ings last  week-end  with  a  brother  angler.  Saturday 
being  a  lovely  day  I  engaged  a  boat.  But  oh  !  what 
a  difference  in  the  morning.  All  the  boats  were  up 
back  streets,  for  a  storm  raged  furiously.  Jack 
Adams  appeared,  but  he  valued  me  too  much  to 
take  me  out  on  the  vasty  deep.  No  matter,  I 
found  the  Castle  a  pleasant  harbour,  and  Host  Boyce 
and  many  anglers  genial  companions.  I  came  home 
all  the  better  for  the  trip. 

*  *  *  «  * 

The  new  Folkestone  Sea  Angling  Association 
(affiliated  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society)  will 
be  a  real,  live,  go-ahead  concern.  Lord  Radnor, 
Sir  Edward  Sassoon,  and  the  Mayors  of  Folkestone 
and  Hythe  are  among  the  patrons.  A  sea  angling 
competition  is  contemplated  for  Oct.  31  and  Nov. 
1  and  2. 


The  rorqual  whale  is  a  mighty  fish-hunter,  and 
in  spite  of  the  popular  superstition  that  a  whale 
cannot  swallow  anything  bigger  than  animalculse, 
their  criminal  stomachs,  when  explored,  have  con 
fessed  sometimes  to  a  meal  off  as  many  as  800 
herrings  and  cod.  , 


"  The  greatest  rainfall  in  the  world  occurs  at 
CherrapuDgi,  on  the  Khasi  Hills,  in  Bengal.  The 
average  annual  fall  here  is  about  610  inches,  or 
nearly  51  feet,  while  in  one  year  it  is  reported 
that  the  fall  was  805  inches.  Dr.  Hooker,  in  his 
'Himalayan  Mountains,'  says:  'Mr.  Yule  states 
that  m  one  month  of  August  264  inches  fell  there, 
and  that  during  five  successive  days  30  inches  fell 
in  every  24  hours.  During  the  seven  months  of 
my  residence  there  Dr.  Thompson  and  myself 
registered  a  fall  of  500  inches.'  The  meaning  of 
these  figures  may  be  realised  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  the  average  rainfall  of  the  British  Isles 
is  but  36  inches  ;  and  that  an  inch  of  rain  means  a 
weight  of  100  tons  per  acre  :  so  every  year  more 
than  60,000  tons  of  water  fall  on  each  acre  of  land 
in  Cherrapungi.  The  cause  of  this  enormous  rain- 
fall is  that  wben  the  monsoon  changes,  and  the 
warm  and  moist  south-west  wind  is  blowing  north- 
eastwards towards  Central  Asia,  it  is  suddenly  raised 
some  6000  feet  by  the  Khasi  Hills.  The  temperature 
is  thereby  reduced  much  below  the  point  of  satura- 
tion, and  the  superabundant  moisture  is  precipitated 
in  these  unequalled  deluges  of  rain."  To  this  in- 
teresting little  account  I  may  add  that  last  August 
I  should  imagine  Cherrapungi  had  to  take  a  back 
seat. 


Fishing. 
Loafing  with  a  hook  and  line 

Where  the  waters  swirl  about, 
Whipping  up  the  stream— it's  fine 

When  the  speckled  trout  are  out. 
Working  up  the  sparkling  shallows 
Where  the  sun  the  waters  hallows — 

Laughing  when  the  fish  begin 

Rolhng,  tumbling,  falling  in; 
Loafing  with  a  hook  and  line — 
Ain't  it  fine  ! 

Leaving  all  our  care  behind. 

Leaving  all  the  daily  toil — 
Going  out  to  feel  the  wind 

And  to  hear  the  shallows  boil. 
Going  where  the  sun  is  gleaming 
Nature  with  her  joys  is  teeming 

Whipping  up  and  down  the  stream 

In  a  piscatorial  dream  ; 
Loafing  with  a  hook  and  line — 
Ain't  it  fine  ! 

Loafing  with  a  hook  and  line 
Where  the  waters    whirl  about. 

Whipping  up  the  stream — it's  fine 
When  the  speckled  trout  are  out. 

Recking  naught  of  business  trouble 

While  the  happy  waters  bubble. 
When  the  speckled  trout  begin 
Rolling,  tumbling,  falling  in ; 

Loafing  with  a  hook  and  line — 
Ain't  it  fine  ! 

— Baltimore  News. 

In  Harrington  Sound  there  was  a  place  called 
the  Devil's  Hole,  where  sea  fifh  were  kept  to 
fatten.  This  hole  or  cave  was  open  at  the  top, 
and,  connected  with  the  sea  by  subterraneous 
passages,  the  tide  ebbed  and  flowed  into  it,  keeping 
it  always  sweet.  The  fish  were  caught  outside  on 
the  reefs  and  placed  in  here  till  required  ;  they  were 
fed  regularly,  and  got  very  fat  and  saucy,  coming 
over  to  the  side  and  grabbing  at  anything  offered 
them,  even  a  pocket-handkerchief.  The  hole  was 
very  dsep,  so  the  fish  did  not  lose  their  eyesight, 
as  deep-sea  fishes  will  when  put  into  shallow  water. 
Some  of  the  monsters  weighed  301b.  and  401b. 


Sussex. 

Here  leaps  ashore  the  full  Sou'west 

All  heavy-winged  with  brine. 
Here  lies  above  the  folded  crest 

The  Channel's  leaden  line ; 
And  here  the  sea-fogs  lap  and  cling. 

And  here,  each  warning  each. 
The  sheep-bells  and  the  ship-bells  ring 

Along  the  hidden  beach. 

— Kipling. 

When  the  Prince  and  Princess  Christian  were  on 

a  visit  to  Duke  they  spent  some  of  their  time 

in  the  beautiful  flower-gardens  that  surround  the 
castle.  In  the  gardens  there  is  a  splendid  specimen 
of  what  is  generally  called  "the  sensitive  plant," 
with  which  the  Princess  was  highly  pleased.  On 
inquiring  of  His  Grace  the  botanical  name  of  the 
plant,  he  said  :  "  Ah,  your  Royal  Highness,  I  am 

very  much  like  my  old  friend  Lady  !  She 

knows  only  two  botanical  terms — the  one  is  '  aurora 
borealis,'  the  other  is  'delirium  tremens.'  I  think 
from  the  nature  of  the  plant  it  must  be  of  the  latter 
species." 


"  I  AM  old  enough,"  says  "  T.  P."  "  to  remember 
many  things,  such  as  mesmerism,  telepathy,  etc. — 
now  universally  accepted — which  in  my  boyhood 
were  universally  laughed  at;  and  I  am  perhaps 
young  enough  to  hope  that  I  shall  live  to  see  some 
things,  now  scientifically  derided,  unquestionably 
established.  Even  the  sea-serpent,  I  venture  to 
prophesy,  will  cease  one  day  to  be  a  newspaper  butt. 
Why  should  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Glengrant 
lie  unanimously  about  the  sea-serpent  they  saw  in 
the  North  Sea,  and  have  described  so  minutely  ? 
Why  should  a  whole  ship's  crew  again  and  again  and 
ai!;ain  have  lied  unanimously  about  this  monster  1 
From  the  year  1752,  when  the  sea-serpent  was 
not  described  only,  but  pictured  in  Pontopidan's 
'Natural  History  of  Norway,'  up  to  the  current 
account  of  it  in  the  papers  of  to-day,  it  has  been 
testified  to  by  scores  of  captains  and  crews.  Only 
a  superstition  of  scepticism — for  there  is  such  a 
thing — could  doubt,  for  example,  the  testimony  of 
the  captain  and  crew  of  H.M.S.  Dcedalus  in  their 
circumstantial  account  of  the  monster  as  seen  by 
them  on  Aug.  6,  1848.  Here  is  another  circum- 
stantial description  entered  ten  years  later  by 
Captain  Harrington,  of  the  Castilian,  in  his  official 
'Meteorological  Journal,'  and  forwarded  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  with  the  attestation  of  the  other 
chief  officers  of  his  ship  :  — 

*  ♦  ♦  ♦  • 

"  '  While  myself  and  officers  were  standing  on  the 
ee  side  of  the  poop,  looking  towards  the  island  of 
St.  Helena,  we  were  startled  by  the  sight  of  a  huge 
marine  animal,  which  reared  its  head  out  of  the 
water  within  twenty  yards  of  the  ship  ;  when  it 
suddenly  disappeared  for  about  half  a  minute  and 
then  reappeared,  showing  us  distinctly  its  jieck  and 
head  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  out  of  the  water.  Its 
head  was  shaped  like  a  long  nun-buoy,  and  I  suppose 
the  diameter  to  have  been  seven  or  eight  feet  in 
the  largest  part,  with  a  kind  of  scroll,  or  tuft  of 
loose  skin,  encircling  it  about  two  feet  from  the  top. 
The  water  was  discoloured  for  several  hundred  feet 
from  its  head,  so  much  so  that  on  its  first  appear- 
ance my  impression  was  that  the  ship  was  in  broken 
water,  produced,  as  I  supposed,  by  some  volcanic 
agency.  But  the  second  appearance  completely 
dispelled  these  fears,  and  assured  us  that  it  was  a 
monster  of  extraordinary  length,  which  appeared 
to  be  moving  slowly  towards  the  land.  The  ship 
was  going  too  fast  to  enable  us  to  reach  the  mast- 
head in  time  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  its  length ; 
but  from  what  we  saw  from  the  deck  we  conclude 
it  must  have  been  over  two  hundred  feet  long.  I 
am  convinced  that  it  belonged  to  the  serpent  tribe. 
It  was  of  a  dark  colour  about  the  head,  and  was 
covered  with  several  white  spots.'  " 


But  for  the  fact  that  anglers  never  say  "the 
thing  which  is  not" — never  even  exaggerate — I 
should  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  following  story  of 
catching  pickerel  through  holes  in  the  ice,  told  by 
that  clever  sportsman  Mr.  Martin  Moody,  of  Big 
Tupper  Lake.  This  story  comes  from  America,  so 
it  must  be  true. 

♦  •  •  •  • 

"'Twas  a  blame  cold  day,  and  the  lines  friz  up 
stiffer'n  a  fence-wire,  jus'  as  fast  as  I  pulled  'em  in, 
and  my  fingers  got  so  dum'  frosted  I  couldn't  bait 
the  hooks.  But  the  fish  was  thicker  and  hungrier'n 
flies  in  J une ;  so  I  jus'  took  a  piece  of  bait  and  held 
it  over  one  o'  the  holes  in  the  ice.  Every  time  a 
fish  jumped  up  to  git  it,  I'd  kick  him  out  on  the 
ice.  I  reckon  I  got  tired  o'  kickin',  'twas  worse 
than  a  football  match.  I  tell  ye  I  kicked  out 
more'n  four  hundred  pounds  of  pick'rel  that 
morning.  Yaas,  'twur  a  big  lot,  I  'low,  but  then 
'twas  a  cold  day  !  I  jus'  piled  'em  up  solid,  like  a 
stack  o'  firewood." 


Mr  Cyril  Maude,  in  his  story  of  the  Haymarkefc 
Theatre,  fells  of  a  stage  carpenter  who  was  "a 
character."  "  One  summer  I  remember  asking  him 
where  he  had  spent  his  time.  'Well,  guvnor,' 
was  the  reply,  '  being  a  member  of  the  British 
Association  of  Deep-Sea  Anglers,  I  spent  my  time 
on  a  barge  between  Trouvillery  and  Deauvilly.' 
'  Was  Wales  really  off  fishing  ?  '  I  asked  my  dresser 
late  in  the  evening.  'Don't  you  believe  it,  sir,' 
was  the  reply.  '  He  never  left  Suffolk-street.'  " 
Wales  was  "  a  romancer,"  who  often  took  imaginary 
excursions.  Mr.  Maude  ought  to  have  known  this 
factwould  disqualify  him  for  any  angling  association. 


I  called  in  at  the  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant  to 
see  Mr.  Warne's  famous  pike.  Mr.  Puff  said,  "  The 
British  Fleet  you  cannot  see,  it  is  not  yet  in  sight." 
Like  the  B.F.,  the  pike  was  out  of  sight— sent 
away  for  preservation.  I  heard  enough,  however, 
to  convince  me  that  the  social  supper  next  Tues- 
day will  be  a  great  success.  Ladies  will  be  present, 
and  so  I  hope  will  Dbaqnex. 
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Associations,  etc. 

Anglebs'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Oct.  19,  at  8  p.m. — H.  G.  WooDRurp. 

Anhlebs'  Benevolent  Society. 
Since  last  report  four  casea  have  been  brought  up 
and  £22  granted.  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many 
thanks  the  receipt  of  £1  13s.  6d.,  Uxbridge  Rovera  ; 
£1  5s.,  Covent  Garden ;  £1  Is.,  East  Dulwich  ;  and 
the  following  three  amounts  : — Albion  Brothers, 
£2  2s.  9d.,  donation  box  ;  £2  2s.,  Mr.  Horatio 
Bottomley;  £1  la.,  Mr.  W.  Cox;  and  2a.  63.,  "A 
Friend."  Mr.  Woodruff  has  paid  £30  further  on 
account  of  last  Lea  competition,  making,  with  Mr. 
Wade's  contribution,  nearly  £45  to  date.  Messrs. 
Patey  and  Wells  (North  Camberwell  A.S.)  have 
become  life  members.  I  have  a  good  supply  of 
donation  boxes  now,  and  shall  be  happy  to  send  one 
on  receipt  of  postcard.  "  Ben's"  competition  was 
unfortunately  marred  by  bad  weather,  and  the 
society  will  not  benefit  to  the  usual  extent ;  many 
thanks,  however,  to  the  407  who  braved  the  elements 
and  supported  the  "  noble  cause." — W.  H.  Babbeb, 
9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Bbitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  occupied  the  chair  at  Wednesday's 
meeting.    Reports  from  stations  and  the  doings  of 
members  during  the  week  having  been  speedily  dis- 
posed of.  Mr.  T.  G.  Afifilo  gave  'Some  sugsestiona 
on  bass  fishing,"  to  which  he  has  especially  devoted 
himself.    The  lecturer  handed  to  the  society  on 
loan  a  case  containing  the  two  specimen  baas,  the 
taking  of  which  secured  to  him  the  Sarcelle  Cup 
last  year.     And  very  fine  specimens  they  are, 
weights   91b.   and  ll|lb.,   and  are   a  great  ad- 
'  ditional  ornament  to  the  walls  of  the  Society's 
rooms    in   Fetter    Lane.      In    fluent  language 
the  lecturer  described  the  fine  tackle  he  had 
found  to  be  suitable  in  the  various  estuaries  on 
the  South  Coast,  his  happy  hunting  grounds.  The 
rod  and  line  and  hook  used  in  securing  the  two 
specimen  bass  were  exhibited,  and  the  flexure  of 
the  rod  on  striking  and  in  playing  the  fish  was 
demonstrated.    Stress  was  laid  upon  the  need  for 
patience  before  striking  ;  one  or  two  preliminary 
pulls  were  to  be  disregarded,  but  when  a  strong 
pull  came,  strike  hard  was  the  word,  and  then  the 
boatman's  duty  commenced.    In  lively  manner  the 
good  and  the  bad  boatmen  were  photographed  for 
the  instruction  and  the  amusement  of  members. 
The  remainder  of  the  address  consisted   of  a 
rifiumi  of  the  lecturer's  experiences  on  a  recent 
tour    round    the    coast,   describing  the  advan- 
tages   and    disadvantages   of    bass    fishing  at 
places  on  the  coast  south  of  63  parallel  on  the 
chart,  baits,  grounds,  modes  of  fishing,  boatmen, 
their  names  and  peculiarities,  were  speedily  run 
through.     Cromer,  Aldborough,  Walton,  Clacton, 
Rainsgate,  Hastings,  Brighton,  Littlehampton,  the 
Medina  in  the  Solent,  Bournemouth,  Poole  Harbour, 
Seaton,   Exmouth,   Teignmouth,   Sidmouth,  Ply- 
mouth,    Looe,     Fowey,    Mevagissy,  Falmouth, 
Padstow,    Ilfracombe,    Lynmouth,    Tenby,  Bar- 
mouth, Pwlheli,  and  Llandudno  were    all  enu- 
merated as  homes  of  the  bass.     The  chairman, 
i;emarking  on  Mr.  Aflalo's  special  affection  for 
the  fly  rod,   iirged  that  its  use  had  probably 
originated  from  the  fact  that  many  new  sea- 
fishermen  had  no  other.    He  urged  that  a  fairly 
stiff  rod,  especially  at  the  top,  was  needful  for 
hooking  a  big  fish.   To  wait  till  the  fish  had  hooked 
itself  was  hardly  fishing ;  you  want  to  catch  the  fish 
that  bites  shyly.    No  doubt  the  fly  rod  had  its 
advantages  in  playing  the  fish  when  hooked.  The 
chairman  then  presented  the  Society's  medals  for 
specimen  fish  to  Mr.  G.  A.  Maull,  a  wrasse,  31b.  6oz., 
and   Mr.  G.  Wheeler,    a  ling,    201b.     The  dis- 
cussion was  well  carried  on  by  Dr.  Patterson, 
Messrs.   Summers,   R.  C.  Graham,  Harry  Corfe,' 
and  others.    Mr.  Aflalo  replied  in  suitable  terms. 
A  vote  of  thanks  for  his  address,  and  for  the  loan 
of  the  specimen  bass,  was  carried  by  acclamation. 
Mr.  Cook  then  expressed  the  great  satisfaction 
he  had  experienced  in  presiding.    Quite  ten  years 
had  elapsed  since  he  first  occupied  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Afldlo  pleaded  at  a  meeting  held  to  form  this 
very  society.    Marvellously  had  it  worked  out  the 
plan  then  laid  down ;  committee  after  committee 
had  never  failed  them,  and  had  persistently  worked 
up  the  society  to  the  position  it  now  occupied.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  "John  Bickerdyke"  for  his  good 
service  in  the  chair  closed  the  proceedings.  Next 
Wednesday  an  exhibition  of  sea  fishing  tackle  will 
be  open  at  the  Society's  rooms  from  2  to  6  p.m., 
and  from  8  to  10.30  p.m.    All  the  well-known 
houses  in  the  trade  are  exhibiting. — Hon.  Reporter. 
City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society, 
There  was  a  very  well  attended  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last,  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson  presiding. 


Members  present  were  considerably  disappointed  at 
not  being  able  to  view  the  big  Irish  pike  which  Mr. 
Warne  had  recently  taken,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
after  being  on  exhibition  for  a  day  or  two  the 
warm  and  "  muggy  "  weather  necessitated  imme- 
diate removal  to  the  taxidermist  (Anstiss),  for  the 
purpose  of  successful  preservation;  it  was  fully 
46in.  long,  23in.  girth,  and  when  first  caught  must 
have  weighed  about   301b. — a  grand   fish.  Mr. 
'Wheeler   reported   that    in  company  with  two 
friends,  and  in  very  roush  weather,  he  had  had 
much  fishing  recently  off  Penzance,  a  large  variety 
of    fish    being    taken, '  including  many  dogfish, 
mackerel,  whiting,  pouting,  wrasse,  conger,  dabs, 
pollack,  sea-bream,  etc.,  the  best  fish  being  a  201b. 
spotted  ray,  caught  by  Mr.  Minchin.    Mr.  Higgs 
reported  about  a  score  of  flatfish  off  Leigh  ;  Mr. 
Wertheim,  a  dozen  sizeable  roach  from  the  Thames 
at    Hampton;    whilst   Mr.    Begernie   h^d  taken 
sundry  perch  of  fib.  from  the  Lea.    Mr.  Howard 
("Dragnet"),   in    his    inimitable   way,   gave  a 
humorous  account  of  experiences  (in   the  recent 
stormy  weather)  whilst  on  a  fishing  expedition  at 
Hastings.     The  supper  to  be  held  on  Tuesday, 
Oct.    20,   bids  fair  to   be  very  successful ;  will 
members  having  tickets  kiudly  return  immediately 
any  not  required.    The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  having 
been  duly  honoured,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 
Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Buckingham  presided  over  the  u^ual 
weekly  meeting  oq  Tuesday  la^t.    Owing  to  the 
very  unpropitious  state  of  the  weather  anglinc 
reports  were  very  meagre.    In  spite,  however,  o^f 
this  several  members  were  at  Kelvedon,  and  a 
few  good  roach  were  obtained,  the  takes  hardly 
repaying  the  captors  for  the  unpleasantness  con- 
nected with  the  sport.     During    their  visit  the 
river  rose  as  much  as  two  feet.    This  is  the  fourth 
wash  out  the   Black  water  has  had    this  year. 
In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  attention  of  the 
meeting  was  directed  to  a  paragrap'n  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  relating  to  the  retirement  or  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook 
('•John  Bickerdyke"),   a  vice-president  of  this 
society,  from  the  angling  editorship  of  the  Field. 
Regret  was  freely  expressed  at  the  loss  which  anglers 
generally  would  sustain  by  this  step,  but  at  the 
same  time  great  pleasure  was  felt  that  Mr.  Cook's 
retirement  is  due  to  reasons  which  must  be  eminently 
satisfactory  to  himself.  Members  are  again  remiiided 
of  the  "  Special  Pike  Outing  "  to  Kelvedon,  as  given 
in  the  programme  for  Sjiturday,  Oct.  24. — F.  E. 
Eland,  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Oct.  14,  when  a  lot  of  routine  business  was  transacted. 
The  Club  Championship  has  been  worked  through 
to  within  measurable  distance  of  completion,  six 
members  being  loft  in— Messrs.  A.  Smith,  C  G. 
Spencer,  W.  T.  Attwood,  C.  F.  Scholefield,  G. 
Parsons,  and  J.  Potter.  Their  prospects  for  fishing 
off  the  heats  are  of  the  worst,  as  of  our  weekly 
reports  there  is  not  one  that  does  not  report  "water 
in  flood."  The  only  reports  of  fish  submitted  sioce 
last  meeting  are  by  Mr.  G.  Parsons,  roach  up  to  lib. 
and  dace  up  to  9oz.,  and  Mr.  F.  Berry  some  decent 
bream  and  some  fine  perch  up  to  Iflb. — G.  W. 


THE  STRANGE  FISHERMAN. 


"Speaking  of  gims,"  said  the  seal  hunter,  "I 
saw  a  very  peculiar  thing  one  time.  Did  any  of 
you  ever  happen  to  see  a  bear  fishing  ?  " 

"I've  heard  of  such  a  thing,"  said  Jim,  "but  I 
never  knew  whether  to  believe  the  stories  or  not. 
Of  course,  we  all  know  that  bears  are  fond  of  fish, 
but  I  always  thought  they  found  them  dead." 

"That's  what  I  always  thought,  too,"  continued 
the  seal  hunter.  "But  it's  a  fact,  though,  that 
they  do  catch  fish  alive,  and  they're  mighty  good 
fishermen  to  boot.  I  know  from  personal  observa- 
tion." 

He  lit  his  pipe,  fixed  himself  in  a  comfortable 
position,  and  blowing  a  great  cloud  of  smoke  through 
his  lips,  began  his  yarn  : 

"About  a  year  ago  this  present  time  I  was  hunting 
with  a  party  up  at  Portage  Bay  (Alaska).  We  were 
after  bear  chiefly,  but  of  course  we  took  everything 
that  came  our  way. 

"As  you  know,  we  hunt  in  pairs  up  there  for 
mutual  protection  in  case  of  accident.  Well,  one 
morning  my  '  pard '  and  I  started  out  together 
intending  to  hunt  over  a  sort  of  marshy  plain,  if 
you  understand  what  I  mean — that  is,  ic  was  a 
stretch  of  lowland  through  which  a  number  of  small 
streams  ran,  and  along  these  streams  the  ground 
was  usually  somewhat  higher,  forming  sort  of  a  low 
ridge  on  each  side  of  the  stream,  covered  with  a 
growth  of  scraggy  timber. 

"  The  ground  was  tundra,  of  course,  ^therefore  a 


man  could  get  along  without  making  a  sound.  We 
took  different  sides  of  the  marsh,  intending  to  work 
carefully  up  to  the  other  end,  and  then  make  for 
higher  ground. 
"I  had  not  gone  far  before  I  struck  one  of  those 
ridges  I  just  mentioned.  I  made  my  way  up  this 
ridge  as  carefully  as  possible,  and  had  just  reached 
the  top  when  I  saw  something  that  brought  me  to 
a  short  halt. 

"  In  front  of  me,  not  more  than  seventy-five  feet 
away,  a  small  stream  flowed  along  the  edge  of  the 
ridge,  and  right  in  the  water,  almost  in  the  middle 
of  the  stream,  sat  a  big  bear.  The  water  was  not 
more  than  two  or  three  feet  deep,  and  the  old  fellow 
sat  there  as  solemn  as  a  judge  on  the  bench,  very 
much  taken  up  with  some  important  business,  with 
the  water  about  half-way  up  to  his  middle. 
,  "  I  had  the  wind  of  him,  and  as  I  hadn't  made 
any  noise,  and  as  he  was  interested  in  his  own 
affairs,  he  was  in  blissful  ignorance  of  my  presence. 
I  croviched  down  and  got  all  ready  to  fire  at  short 
noticf».  if  necessary,  and  watched  him.  I  couldn't 
imigine  what  he  was  up  to,  and  was  curious  to  find 
out. 

"  He  had  his  front  paws  stretched  out  before  him, 
and  turned  his  head  from  side  to  side  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  water.  Suddenly,  as  quick  as  a  flash, 
he  lunged  forward  with  one  of  his  paws,  and 
sent  some  object  flying  over  his  shoulder  on  to 
the  bank  beiiind  him,  and  then  I  discovered 
what  he  was  up  to.  The  object  was  a  big  salmon, 
and  .Mr.  Bear  was  having  a  little  quiet  sport  all  to 
himself.  He  waddled  up  the  bank  and  proceeded 
to  devour  the  fi.sh.  He  ate  it  all  except  the  head 
and  tail,  and  then  he  waddled  back  into  the  water 
and  sat  down  with  a  pleased  expression  on  his  face, 
and  laid  for  another  salmon. 

"  You  see  the  salmon  were  running  up  stream  to 
spawn,  and  the  bear  knew  this  perfectly  well,  and 
thought  he  would  add  a  little  variety  t.)  his  daily 
bill  of  fare,  and  at  the  satncs  time  have  Pome  fun. 
He  Si^emed  to  enjoy  cite  liag  the  fish  as  raach  as  he 
did  eating  them,  ami  he  wa<  as  int'<resteJ  in  his 
sport  as  any  fisherman  would  have  beeii  Ha  naver 
missed  a  fish.  Whenever  thut  paw  of  his  struci  the 
water,  you  could  bet  a  salmon  would  g.>  flyintr  uo 
the  bank.  He  left  the  head  and  tail  of  every  fish 
untouched, 

"  I  watched  him  for  quite  a  while,  waiting  for  the 
right  kind  of  a  shot.  I  didn't  want  to  shoot  him 
too  near  the  edge  of  the  stream  for  fear  he  would 
roll  in  the  water,  and  that  would  mean  a  big  job 
getting  him  out  to  skin  him. 

"  Finally  he  threw  a  fish  farther  up  the  bank 
than  usual,  and  I  waited  until  he  turned  broadside 
on  to  me  and  let  him  have  it,  I  hit  him  just  back 
of  the  ear,  and  he  sank  down  with  hardly  a  wiggle. 

"He  was  a  whopping  big  fellow.  I  tell  you." — 
"  Fayette  "  in  the  Boston  National  Sportsman. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


WINDSOR  COMPETITION. 


The  annual  competition  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society    was  held  on  October  11  at 
Windsor    Over  400  competitors  went  in  the  special 
train  provided  by  the  G.  W.  R.  Co.,  and  assembled 
at  the  George  Hotel,  Eton,  tho  headquarters  of  the 
committee.     The  stamping   of  the   tickets  was 
expeditiously  performed  by  Ben  Abrahams  and 
his   band  of  co-operators.      Soon  after  10,  the 
signal    to    start    was    given.     The    whole  day 
was  a  aorry  record  of  "rain,  rain,  rain!"  The 
majority  of  the  competitors  stuck  to  their  task 
with    pertinacity    worthy    of    a    good  cause. 
At  the  weighing  in,  some  150  competitors  "lined 
up."     Eventually  the  winner  was  found  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  of  the  Dartmouth  A.S., 
with  a  take  of  just  under  31b.    Amongst  the  best 
fish  brought  to  bank  was  a  roach  of  lib.  4Joz.,  and 
a  perch  of  lib.  6jz.,  captured  by  Mr.  F.  Salter,  of 
the  United  Bros.  A.S.,  and  Mr.  W.  Calcutt,  of  the 
Yiewsley  A.S.,  respectively,  whilst  Mr.  Jackson,  a 
member  of  Ben's  famous  club,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  land  a  tench  of  close  on  ^Ib.,  a  very  rare  fish  in 
Thames  competitions.     The  host  of  the  George 
Hotel,  Mr.  D.  Bushell,  catered  splendidly.  The 
whole  affair  passed  off  without  a  hitch.    The  secre- 
tary and  steward  of  the  A.B.S.  (Mr.  W.  H.  Barber 
and  Ml-.  F.  Newton)  largely  contributed  to  the  success. 
Ben  Abrahams,  the  hon.  secretary,  thanks  all  who 
so  splendidly  helped.    The  takes  of  fish  were  small, 
the  day  was   "awful."    Mr.   F.  Salter  took  the 
special  prize  for  roach,  lib.  4|oz.    The  whole  of 
the  prizes  were  taken.   The  first  twelve  were  Messrs. 
A.  Taylor,  W.  Cannon,  S.  Gunn.  —  Addison,  F. 
Salter,  W.  Calcutt,  G.  Martin,  H.  Templeman,'  F. 
Hazell,  F.  Hubbard,  A.  Glass,  and  —  Cox.  Mr. 
Taylor's  weight  was  21b.  IS^oz,,  and  the  twelfth 
man's  lib.  loz.    This  will  show  what  a  day  it  was. 
— Hon.  Repobtee, 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  very  heavy  rains  lately,  which 
have  done  much  to  interfere  with  angling  generally. 
All  our  local  rivers  and  their  tributaries  are  unfish- 
able,  and  in  some  places  the  water  is  out  over  the 
meadows.  Some  of  our  members  have  been  out, 
but  they  have  done  little  or  no  good.  The  weather 
has  also  been  bad  for  pool  fishing.  Titford  pool  at 
Langley  has  provided  a  bit  of  decent  roach 
fishing,  and  the  best  bait  to  be  used 
here  is  stewed  malt.  Several  parties  of  our 
members  have,  by  special  permit,  visited 
private  pools,  but  the  sport  has  been  bad.  Some 
small  pike  have  been  taken  from  the  pools  in 
Sutton  Park,  but  the  largest  only  weighed  about 
61b.  Several  clubs  went  out  on  Oct.  11.  but  they 
had  but  very  bad  sport.  The  fish  taken  were  small, 
owing  to  the  wretched  state  of  the  weather,  as  it 
rained  the  whole  of  the  day  and  the  waters  in 
very  bad  condition.  Canal  fishing  has  been  but 
moderate,  but  with  a  change  in  the  weatner  they 
will  be  found  worthy  of  attention.  The  Stratford, 
Warwick,  and  Fazeley  canals  are  well  stocked 
with  fish,  and  as  they  are  not  much  discoloured 
by  the  heavy  rains,  they  will,  no  doubt,  receive  the 
most  attention  until  such  time  that  the  rivers  get 
down  to  their  normal  level.  The  trout  fishing  on 
the  Severn  this  year  has  been  very  bad  indeed,  but 
the  coarse  fishing  so  far  has  been  good.  1  hear  of 
the  Good  Intent  Society  securing  some  good  water 
near  to  Wellington,  and  some  good  catches  of 
roach  and  perch  have  been  taken  by  the  members, 
who  speak  very  highly  of  the  water.  At  the  general 
meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association, 
Mr.  T.  Coles  was  re-elected  as  president  for 
the  ensiling  year,  and  Mr.  J.  Rabone  wus  again 
re-elected  general  secretary.  We  have  three  new 
clubs  being  formed  in  Birmingham,  and  they  have 
madeapplicatii  n  to  join  the  Birmingham  Association. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Most  of  the  Fen  water-courses  have  been  in  heavy 
flood,  and  on  Tuesday  (Oct.  13)  they  were  only  just 
beginning  to  subside.  It  will  be  quite  the  end  of 
this  week  before  bottom  fishermen  will  be  able  to 
resume  sport  amongst  roach  and  perch.  Just  before 
the  rainfall  pike  anglers  experienced  a  capital  time 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham.  The  minor 
waters  in  the  Boston  district  also  afforded  capital 
eport  in  this  direction,  as  did  also  the  middle  and 
lower  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot.  The  Sleaford 
Angling  Association  held  a  general  meeting  at  the 
Nag's  Head  Hotel  recently,  when  the  prizes  won  at 
their  last  match  were  presented  to  the  successful 
competitors  by  Mr.  W.  Owen,  president  of  the 
Sleaford  Tradesmen's  Association. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  rains  of  the  past  week  have  much 
flooded  our  local  waters,  and  the  weather  being 
so  unpropitious  few  anglers  ventured  out  ; 
but  this  week,  so  far,  there  is  a  great  im- 
provement, and  the  neap  tides  are  carrying  away 
a  lot  of  the  surplus  water,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the 
week  sport  should  be  good ;  in  fact,  anglers  that 
were  out  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  have  secured 
some  very  nice  roach  off  the  bottom  with  paste. 
Several  club  matches  have  recently  been  decided  on 
the  river  Hull  with  lair  results.  The  Tigress  A.S. 
fished  their  last  match  of  the  season  at  Weelferry, 
Mr.  E.  Borvill  takmg  the  first  prize  with  31b.  l^oz.  ; 
Mr.  W.  iMitchell  the  second,  with  21b.  9az.  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Daddy  the  third,  wiih  21b.  5jz.  The  Aber- 
crombie  A.S.  visited  Hull  Bridge  for  theirs,  and 
out  of  Ihe  twenty -nine  members  competing,  Mr. 
L.  Blackman  came  off  first  winner  with  21b.  loz.  ; 
Messi-s.  J.  Gale  and  F.  Rowden  taking  second 
and  third.  The  Victoria  Arms  A.S.  also  fished 
H  match  at  Grovehill,  Messrs.  W.  Potter,  G. 
Hostick,  aod  T.  Phillips  being  the  first  three 
jjnze  winners;  and  this  being  Hull  Fair  week, 
H  quantity  of  matches  are  being  decided 
by  local  clubs  both  on  the  rivers  Hull,  Ancholme, 
and  Ludd,  and  as  the  Lincolnshire  waters  are  in 
fairly  good  trim  considering  the  recent  heavy  rains, 
results  no  doubt  will  be  very  satisfactory  for  the 
wind  up  of  the  match  fishing  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  exact  amount  netted  by  the  Warrington 
Anglers  for  the  Nursing  Association  at  their  match 
on  Oct.  3  is  £26  13s.  Od.,  a  truly  useful  amount. 
A  new  club  is  announced  in  Warrington  to  be  called 
the  Good  Intent.  Angling  in  Warrington  is,  in 
common  with  all  this  county,  disappointing.  Only 
two  of  the  Latchfords  caught  fish  in  their  match. 
The  Widnes  anglers  have  been  changing  secretaries, 
Mr.  Hudson  is  the  new  officer.  In  a  match 
by  some  of  the  members  on  Oct.  1  and  3,  seven  rods 


caught  seventy-nine  fish.  The  Kearsly  Anglers  at 
Monton  on  Oct  10  had  a  wretched  time  of  it,  only 
two  members  taking  fish.  The  last  three  matches 
at  Monton  have  been  dismal  failures,  and  should 
be  noted  by  others  who  may  think  of  selecting  this 
length  of  the  canal.  The  Bollin,  as  anticipated, 
has  been  bank  high  and  not  fishable,  and  other 
county  rivers  are  little,  if  any,  better  in  condition. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Salford,  our  sister  borough,  and  which  ought  to 
be  for  the  benefit  of  all  one  city  with  us,  contains 
an  association  known  as  the  West  Salford  A.A.  In 
September  they  had  a  competition  for  an  artistic 
challenge  shield  of  exquisite  beauty,  and  the",team 
winning  the  same  represented  the  Duchy  A.S.  On 
Monday  last  the  trophy  was  handed  to  the 
winners  by  Colonel  Lees  Knowles,  M.P.,  in  a 
neat  speech,  his  presence  being  highly  appre- 
ciated by  the  members  present  at  the  ceremony. 
One  of  the  latest  city  clubs  to  be  heard  of  is  the 
Phosnix,  and  on  Oct.  11  they  fished  a  match  at 
Irlam,  Mr.  T.  Diver  heading  the  prize  list.  A 
great  future  is  predicted  for  this  society,  as  it 
exists  in  a  somewhat  neglected  part  of  the  city. 
The  George  Angling  Society  have  just  elected  a 
new  executive  for  the  ensuing  financial  year. 
Mr.  C.  Whitehurst  is  the  new  president,  and 
Mr.  John  West  hon.  sec.  The  Hulme  Crown  last 
week-end  were  at  High  Lane  fishing 
two  hours'  match.  Mr.  A.  Turner  wins  the 
gold  medal,  Mr.  J.  Framley  the  gold-centred  eilver 
medal,  and  Mr.  F.  Smith  the  silver  medal. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT, 

Rain  !  rain  !  a  deluge  of  rain,  whole  days  and 
nights.  All  the  rivers — Teme,  Severn,  and  Avon — 
are  in  flood,  and  large  tracts  of  land  under  water. 
Heavy  rain  is  falling  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  there 
is  no  sign  of  the  floods  abating;  certain  it  is  that 
weeks  will  pass  before  the  water  will  be  in  fishing 
condition  again.  Two  members  of  the  Fountain 
Club,  fishing  in  the  coloured  water  on  the  grassy 
slopes  of  the  river  bank,  caught  some  very  nice 
roaoh  with  the  paste.  A  few  others  who  had  the 
privilege  of  fishing  private  water  had  capital  sport 
among  the  pike,  and  caught  some  very  fine  perch 
also,  and  came  home  wet  to  the  skin  ;  no  other 
record  of  sport  in  this  district.  Several  club  contests 
in  abeyance. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Incessant  rains  and  continuous  floods  are  the 
daily  experience.  Before  the  Thirsk  magistrates, 
on  Oct.  12.  a  local  fishmonger  was  fined  for 
depositing  unsound  fish  in  the  Codbeck  at  Sowerby  ; 
the  fish  consisted  of  plaice,  flatfish,  and  herrings. 
On  Saturday  evening  (Oct.  10)  the  Amalgamated 
Anglers  assembled  at  the  Bay  Horse,  in  Mary- 
gate,  York,  when  the  handsome  silver  challenge 
cup,  given  by  Mr.  G.  D.  Faber,  M.P.,  was  handed 
by  the  hon.  meuiber  to  the  captain  of  the  winning 
team  (Clifton),  and  the  medals  were  handed  to  the 
successful  competitors  by  Capt.  W.  H.  Key  ;  also 
the  taker  of  the  largest  catch,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  Cattle 
Market  A.A.,  who  won  the  gold  medal,  he  being  the 
best  man  out  of  168. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  is  still  very  wild  and  wet,  generally 
speaking,  and  sport  has  suffered  in  consequence  at 
most  places.  The  Cork  rivers  have  fished  fairly 
well  occasionally.  Very  little  is  doing  at  Killarney 
at  time  of  writing,  and  on  the  whole  the  season  is 
winding  up  disappointingly  in  Kerry.  In  the  Leenane 
district,  Connemara,  good  Fport  was  had  on  many 
days  at  salmon  and  sea- trout.  Sea  angling  continues 
suspended  everywhere,  the  weather  having  gone 
from  bad  to  worse.  A  very  high  tide  did  much 
harm  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  11,  which  carried 
away  boats  and  nets  that  were  hauled  up  in  their 
usual  berths  on  the  beach.  In  the  Waterville 
district  alone  thirteen  boats  were  taken  away,  and, 
of  course,  wrecked,  end  in  the  Cahirdaniel,  or 
Darrynane  district,  adjacent  to  Waterville  district, 
six  boats  were  swept  away. 


FISHING  RIGHTS  AT  WRAYSBURY. 
INTERESTING  CASE. 


William  Gale  Pabby  and  Henry  Oxfleck  were 
summoned  for  illegal  flshing  in  private  water  (the 
river  Colne)  at  Wraysbury,  on  July  12.  Mr.  R.  G. 
Harrison,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs  Goodacre,  Harrison 
and  Darrell,  Windsor,  appeared  for  the  com- 
plainant, Mr.  Frederick  Charles  Walker.  Mr.  R.  S. 
Wood,  High  Wycombe,  was  for  the  defence,  and 
pleaded  not  guilty.  Mr.  Harrison  said  his  client 
had  to  pay  £50  a  year  rent  for  this  fishing,  and  had 
spent  £100  in  putting  new  fish  into  the  liver.  His 
client  had  put  into  the  stream  some  30,000  fish 
altogether,  and  he  naturally  did  not  desire  his 
rights  interfered  with.     Therefore,  he  asked  for 


a  conviction  against  defendants.  Mr.  Edward 
John  Walker,  of  48.  Sloane-street,  London,  said  he  ■ 
was  the  lessee  of  the  fishery  between  the  Wrays- 
bury Paper  Mills  and  Hythe  End  Bridge  on  the 
river  Colne.  The  lease  produced  was  his  title  to 
the  fishery,  which  was  granted  on  Sept,  9,  1884. 
Fishing  was  a  hobby  of  his,  and  he  did  not  desire 
his  rights  to  be  interfered  with,  although  he  did  I 
not  press  for  a  heavy  penalty  against  defendants.  ' 
Police-Constable  Atkinson,  stationed  at  Wraysbury,  ; 
said  he  asked  defendants  if  they  had  got  a  permit 
to  fish  from  Mr.  Walker,  and  they  replied  "No," 
but  they  had  from  Mr.  Fleming,  who  owned  the 
land  adjoining.  Witness  told  them  that  he  under- 
stood Mr.  Fleming  could  not  give  a  permit,  and  as 
he  had  warned  them  on  the  Sunday  previous  he 
told  them  he  must  report  the  matter.  The  Bench 
retired  to  consider  their  decision.  On  their  return, 
the  Chairman  said:  "The  Magistrates  have  given 
careful  consideration  to  this  case,  and  they  are 
not  Satisfied  that  there  ia  sufficient  evidence  that 
defendants  had  a  bond  fide  claim  of  right  to  fish. 
Therefore  we  consider  they  were  fishing  illegally 
and  must  be  convicted.  They  will  be  fined  £1  each 
including  costs  ;  in  default  fourteen  days'  imprison- 
ment." Mr.  Wood  applied  for  costs  for  the  fii  st  day, 
as  the  case  was  adjourned  owing  to  the  prosecution 
not  being  able  to  go  on  with  the  case.  The  Bench 
allowed  259. — Extract  from  report  in  the  Windsor 
and  Eton  Express. 


ilofes  from  t^c  ^ottf). 


The  Prince  of  Wales  stayed  on  for  a  couple  of 
days'  salmon  angling  on  the  Dee  after  the  Princess 
and  the  members  of  his  family  had  left  for  Marl- 
borough House.  He  was  rewarded  with  a  couple 
of  fish — one  on  Oct.  8  and  another  on  Oct,  9. 

The  ways  of  the  poacher  are  past  finding  out. 
Peter  Troup  is  doing  time — sixty  days — in  Craig- 
inches  Prison,  Aberdeen,  for  being  found  with  a 
wire  crate  trapping  salmon  on  the  Don.  Peter 
admitted  he  was  "  fairly  caught  "  this  time.  Hia 
apparatus  created  a  deal  of  amusement  when 
brought  into  court,  and  many  people  mistook  it  for 
a  portable  hen-house  than  a  salmon  trap. 

The  brown  trout  season  in  Scotland  closed  on 
Wednesday  (Oct.  14)  at  sundown.  It  has  been  a 
good  baiting  season — worm  and  minnow — but  the 
very  worst  of  fly  seasons.  The  really  good  fly  days 
were  few  and  far  between. 


"  An  exciting  encounter  was  witnessed  the  other 
day,"  writes  a  Don  correspondent,  "  between  an 
Aberdeen  minister  and  an  81b.  salmon.  The  divine 
was  fishing  for  brown  trout,  for  which  he  has  only 
this  season  commenced  to  angle,  when  he  hooked 
an  extraordinarily  large  fish,  and  after  a  good  fight 
neatly  grassed  his  first  salmon." 


The  run  of  fish  of  the  salmonidm  order  on  the 
Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Tay,  and  Spey  has  been 
unprecedented.  The  Don  is  literally  one  mass  of 
fish  from  mouth  to  source. 


Mr.  Gill,  Aberdeen,  had  some  3c wt.  of  salmon 
from  the  Cruives,  on  the  Don,  from  Tuesday  to 
Saturday  (Oct.  6  to  10).  On  Oct.  6  he  had  five,  of 
271b.,  26lb.,  25lb.,  23ilb.,  and  221b.;  on  the  7th, 
three,  of  221b.,  22Jlb.,  and  201b. ;  on  the  8th,  two, 
24ilb.  and  18 Jib.,  and  on  the  9th  and  lObh  the 
balance  of  this  grand  total. 


Mr.  Keith-Murray,  a  guest  of  Mr.  Farquhar- 
Spottiswood,  Balgownie  House,  creeled  a  fine  161b. 
fish  on  their  Don  water  on  Wednesday  (Oct.  7). 
This  was  his  first  salmon.  He  only  took  the  rod 
while  Mr.  Spottiswood  was  at  luncheon. 

The  King  had  a  rim  up  to  Mar  Lodge  one  day  last 
week  to  see  the  Duchess  of  Fife  before  leaving,  and 
on  his  visit  presented  her  piper,  Mr.  Colin  Cameron, 
with  the  Royal  Victorian  medal.  Colin  has  been 
thirty-four  years  in  the  duke's  service,  and  some 
twenty  years  his  valet. 

A  marked  fish  was  caught  on  the  Deveron  a  week 
ago  by  Mr.  Gray  at  Huntly.  It  was  marked  on 
April  10  as  a  kelt  on  the  Duff  House  water  of  the 
Deveron,  and  then  weighed  lOlb.  In  the  five  months 
interval  it  has  grown  one  inch  in  length,  six  inches 
in  girth,  with  9lb.  increase  in  weight — practically 
doubled  its  weight. 

By  some  slip  the  name  of  the  Countesa  of  Kintore 
got  into  our  angling  report  instead  of  the  Countess 
of  Suffolk,  who  with  the  Earl  rents  the  Grandholm 
Don  water.  The  Countesa  of  Kintore,  like  the 
Countess  of  Aberdeen,  does  not  fish. 

Special  Scotch. 


October  17,  1903 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Dear  Mb.  Makston, — The  following  notes  may 
interest  you.  In  1900  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie  gave 
me  sixty-three  rainbow  trout,  and  these  I  put  into  a 
stretch  of  water  mile  long  in  the  Meon,  a  little 
chalk  stream  in  Hampshire.  There  is  absolutely 
nothing  to  prevent  these  rainbows  from  going  to  the 
sea  if  they  wished  to  do  so.  I  cannot  prove  that  all 
of  the  rainbows  have  stayed  in  the  stream,  but  many 
of  them  have,  and  some  four  or  five  of  over  a  pound 
in  weight — the  heaviest  was  lib.  5oz. — have  been 
killed  this  season  in  the  fishing  above  my  water. 
I  have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman  who  is  a  fisher- 
man, and  who  has  the  fishing  about  1 J  mile  below 
my  lower  boundary,  that  he  has  seen  yearling 
rainbow  in  his  fisliing. 

The  tendency  of  these  rainbows  has  been  to  move 
into  the  upper  water  and  to  stay  there.  I  think 
their  reason  for  doing  so  is  that  the  water  meadows 
on  the  upper  water  are  used  as  water  meadows,  and 
plenty  of  food  is  taken  into  the  stream  from  the 
land,  whereas  on  my  stretch  of  water  the  water 
meadows  are  used  solely  for  pasture,  and  the  car- 
riers and  drains  never  have  any  water  in  them  from 
the  stream.  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie  told  me  that  as 
far  as  he  knew  it  was  the  only  imfenced  river  in 
England  in  which  the  rainbows  had  stayed  so  long. 
Last  April  I  put  in  100  Sin.  yearling  rainbow  to  con- 
tinue the  experiment,  and  they  are  doing  well. — 
Yours  truly,  T.  Wentworth  Falconer. 

Hants. 

[The  rainbow  is  such  a  beautiful  and  game  fish 
that  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  of  its  doing  well 
anywhere.  The  abundance  of  food  is  doubtless 
the  reason  why  the  fish  have  stayed  in  the  Meon 
so  long  as  they  have. — Ed.] 


TO  PREVENT  KINKING. 

Dear  Sir, — -Can  you  tell  me  the  best  way  to 
prevent  a  line  getting  kinked  when  spinning  with 
a  rod  having  snake-rings  on  off  a  Nottingham  reel  ? 
I  tried  using  a  folded  sheet  lead  weight  above  the  top 
swivel,  the  shape  of  a  right-angled  triangle,  wliich, 
when  nipped  on  the  reel  fine,  had  the  line  inside  from 
apex  to  right  angle,  and  certainly  as  far  as  I  could 
see  did  not  spin,  but  came  through  the  water  keel- 
like, and  yet  kinking  took  place  considerably.  The 
bait  was  a  spiral  minnow  for  salmon.  Could  you  or 
some  of  your  readers  very  kindly  tell  me  what  the 
effect  would  be  if  I  had  every  alternate  rod-ring  made 
with  the  twist  the  reverse  way  to  its  neighbour. 
Care  would  have  to  be  taken  when  threading  the  line 
up  the  rod,  so  as  not  to  run  the  risk  of  a  jam.  Do 
bridge  rings  prevent  kinking  at  all  ? 

My  bHnd  trout  must  have  been  weeks  without 
feeding  properly,  and  ought  to  have  weighed  21b. — 
Yours  truly,  Oliver  Procter. 

[Mr.  Procter  raises  an  interesting  point  which  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  seen  touched  upon  before — 
namely,  that  the  snake-rings  on  a  rod  communicate 
a  twist  to  the  line.  I  have  never  noticed  it.  He  can 
get  a  twist  out  by  making  a  bait  spin  the  reverse 
way  after  a  bit  of  spinning  and  then  reversing  again. 
Has  he  tried  the  lead  for  trace  which  I  invented  a 
good  many  years  ago  ?  I  find  it  quite  prevents  my 
line  kinking  if  the  swivels  below  it  are  kept  clean 
and  oiled,  so  as  to  spin  freely.  The  Fishing  Gazette 
lead  can  be  put  on  or  taken  off  a  trace  without  un- 
fastening the  trace,  and  it  hangs  below  the  line,  and 
the  line  cannot  spin  through  it  as  it  can  through  the 
folded  lead  Mr.  Procter  uses,  imless  the  latter  is 
nipped  on  to  the  line,  and  then  there  is  danger  of  the 
line  being  broken  by  the  twisting  against  the  edge  of 
the  lead  if  the  swivels  below  do  not  work  well.  I 
prefer  large  bridge  rings  to  snake  for  a  spinning  rod. 
Ishall  be  glad  to  have  otheropinions  and  experiences. 
—Ed.] 


WAX  FOR  FLY  TYING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir. — I  always  enjoy  tying  my  own  salmon 
flies,  but  there  are  two  drawbacks.  One  is  the 
nuisance  of  waxing  silk,  and  the  other  is  preparing 
and  shaving  the  pith  from  jay  hackles,  which  are 
in  almost  universal  use  on  most  of  our  Irish  salmon 
flies.  Could  any  tackle  maker  provide  these  two 
articles  ready  for  use  ?  Pearsall's  423  machine  silk 
is  about  the  size  I  use. — Yours  faithfully. 

Green  Wben. 


BOOKS  ON  FISHING  FLIES  AND  FISH 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  recommend  to  me, 
through  the  medium  of  your  interesting  Fishing 
Oazette,  a  good  standard  work  on  insects  which 
includes  information  on  all  or  the  majority  of  flies 
used  by  anglers.   I  am  qviite  a  novice  at  fly-fishing 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


and  naturally  wish  to  learn  all  about  the  habits, 
seasons,  etc.,  of  the  living  prototypes  of  the  artificial 
flies  whicli  I  use.  Might  I  also  further  trouble  you 
to  recommend  me  a  good  book  on  salmon,  trout, 
and  sewin,  which  gives  full  information  on  their 
habits,  characteristics,  breeding,  etc. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Moore. 

[I  should  recommend  Mr.  Moore  to  get  Ronalds' 
"  Fly  Fisher's  Entomology,"  coloured  plates  of  flies, 
etc.  (Longmans)  ;  also  Halford's  "  Dry  Fly  Ento- 
mology," with  coloured  plates  (Vinton  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  ; 
and  the  best  book  with  coloured  plates  on  British 
and  Irish  salmonida-  is  Dr.  Day's,  published  by  Mr. 
Horace  Cox,  at  the  Field  office. — Ed.] 

ANOTHER  "PRIEST"  OR  BLUDGEON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  enclose  for  your  acceptance 
a  "  priest  "  I  have  just  made  from  the  description 
in  the  Fishing  Oazette  from  material  ready  to  hand. 
The  head  is  a  Martini-Henry  bullet,  and  the  body 
one  of  the  wires  I  use  for  my  patent  lead.  Being 
shghtly  heavier  than  the  Lee-Metford  bullet,  it 
would  do  for  mullet  and  bass.  The  price  you 
mention  would  cover  cost  and  labour,  and  if 
anyone  wants  one,  by  sending  4d.  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  send  it.  I  should  also  be  pleased 
to  supply  the  trade,  if  there  should  be  any 
dealers  unable  to  make  them.  I  happen  to  have 
thousands  of  wii-es  and  bullets  ready  for  conversion, 
and  they  would  as  soon  be  "  priests  "  as  heads  and 
bodies  disunited.  Fishing  has  been,  and  still  is,  all 
right  down  here. — Yours  truly, 

62,  High-street,  C.  McPherson. 

Southampton. 

[The  affau-  which  Mr.  McPherson  sends  is  quite  a 
formidable  little  bludgeon.  A  few  taps  from  its 
Martini-Hemy  bullet  would  be  as  deadly  to  any 
fresh-water  fish  as  if  it  were  shot  from  the  rifle.  It 
certainly  is  cheap  at  4d.,  post  free.  Mr.  Banks  will 
see  that  his  idea  has  borne  fruit  already. — Ed.] 

•  A  HOLIDAY  IN  IRELAND   AND  A 
REQUEST." 

Dear  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  I  notice 
"  Fly  Rod's  "  letter  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  26,  and 
regret  his  unfortunate  holiday  experience.  He  asks 
other  readers  for  their  experience  of  Lough  Mask, 
etc.,  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  adding  mine,  al- 
though, curiously,  it  is  the  exact  opposite  of  his. 
As  to  the  fishing  I  have  been  there  on  various  occa- 
sions, and  during  the  dapping  season  last  year,  again 
in  July,  my  bag  on  both  occasions  varying  from  six 
to  nine  daily,  averaging  about  IJlb.  Other  anglers 
were  more  fortunate  than  myself,  but  the  total  catch, 
when  displayed  every  evening,  presented  a  sight 
which  in  numbers  and  condition  coidd  not,  I  confi- 
dently beUeve,  be  excelled  by  any  free  fishing  in 
Ireland.  If  "  Fly  Rod  "  wants  really  good  fishing, 
if  not  blinded  by  prejudice,  I  would  recommend  him 
to  again  try  Mask  during  the  months  of  April,  May, 
and  June,  but  before  passing  judgment  as  to  its 
merits  to  give  it  a  good  patient  trial,  and  not  be  dis- 
couraged if  trout  do  not  rush  to  self-destruction  at 
every  cast.  One  word  re  the  accommodation,  food, 
etc.,  to  be  had  at  Clonbur.  I  have  always  made 
Mount  Gable  Hotel  my  headquarters,  and  have 
foimd  it  very  comfortable  and  clean,  and  the  food 
good  and  plentiful.  What  with  five  coiu-ses,  which 
usually  exhaust  the  menu,  anglers  will  have  very 
little  to  complain  of  in  the  food  line.  The  charge  I 
consider  moderate  when  one  considers  that  there 
are  no  extras,  save  the  cost  of  boat.  Comparison 
with  big  London  hotels  is  not  only  imfair  but  ridi- 
culous. What  with  teas  and  coffees,  baths  and 
attendance,  fires  and  lights,  and  the  innumerable 
other  extras  wiiich  only  a  London  hotel  proprietor 
could  enumerate,  the  tariff  would  soimd  more,  like 
six  guineas  than  the  innocent  £3  10s.  Certainly  the 
accommodation  at  Clonbur  does  not  presume  to  be 
"  Metropole  "-like,  but  its  lack  of  livery  is  amplj' 
atoned  for  in  the  comfort  and  good  food  which  are 
its  characteristics,  and  most  anglers  who  have 
visited  it  will  agree  with  me  that  as  an  anglers' 
or  toiu-ists'  rest  "  it  admirably  fxilfils  its  mission. 
As  to  the  40,000  acres  of  shooting,  I  consider  the  gen- 
tlemen referred  to  must  be  very  good  walkers  it  they 
sampled  it  all  in  one  day. 

I  hold  no  brief  for  the  hotel,  but  I  think  it  only 
right  that  when  a  place  is  condemned  through  the 
Press  that  the  true  facts  should  be  known,  and  that 
anglers  should  not  be  misled.  Mr.  Joyce  deserves 
much  credit  for  his  laboiu- — much  to  his  own  loss — 
to  bring  Lough  Mask  to  its  present  enviable  position, 
and  his  energy  deserves  the  practical  appreciation  of 
all  anglei's. — Yours  truly,  P.  B.  Barclay. 

CONNEMARA  AS  MEDICINE. 
Dear  Marston, — Whenever  I  feel  run  do^vn  from 
work,  I  always  prescribe  for  myself  a  course  of  "  cold 
mutton  (not  Joyce's),  ham  sandwiches,  etc.,"  but 
with  the  strict  injunction  that  they  be  eaten  among 
the  glorious  moimtains  and   in  the  invigorating 
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air  of  Connemara.  I  have  oidy  returned  this  morn- 
ing from  a  course  of  ten  days'  treatment  at  Pat 
SurainerviUe's,  at  Ballynonaugh,  just  clo.so  to  Pat 
Summerville  of  Kilbride,  who.se  place  is  the  better 
known  of  the  two — and  a  right  good  fellow  he  is. 
My  stay  would  have  been  longer  had  not  my  first 
glance  at  the  lake  and  the  first  words  from  Pat 
assured  mo  that  in  this  most  "  abnormal  "  year  my 
chance  of  autumn  sport  was  small. 

I  will  not  enter  into  the  controversy  that  is  going 
on  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  re  the  district ;  I  would 
only  advise  the  disappointed  ones  of  this  year  to 
"  try  again,"  and  my  experience  is  they  will  find 
eventually  that  they  will  not  be  di-sappointod,  as  far 
as  the  sport  goes  ;  the  accommodation  is  quite  a 
personal  question. 

On  the  few  days  that  the  wild  hurricanes  per- 
mitted me  to  be  on  the  "  marks,"  I  did  not,  I  admit, 
have  good  sport.  I  did  not  expect  it,  but  last 
Thmsday  I  returned  home  with  three  good  "  gil- 
laroo"  in  the  boat — one  21b.  4oz.,  one  41b.,  and  one 
71b.  4oz.,  a  beauty,  now  in  the  artistic  hands  of 
Cooper,  later  on  to  be  added  to  the  collection  in  my 
hall. — Yours  truly.  The  Baron. 

East  Molesey,  Oct.  7. 


"FLY  ROD"  AND  COLD  MUTTON. 

Dear  Sib, — Whatever  may  be  said  in  favour  of 
Clonbur  fare,  I  think  a  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  to 
the  above  writer  for  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  domestic  science  is  not  sufficiently  understood 
or  valued  in  Connemara. 

It  costs  no  more  to  make  people  comfortable  than 
it  does  to  make  them  uncomfortable,  and  it  pays  a 
great  deal  better.  I  have  never  stopped  at  Clonbur, 
but  I  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  it,  and  I  have 
stopped  at  more  pretentious  hotels  in  the  district 
and  fared  as  badly  as  "  Fly  Rod." 

At  one  of  these  otherwise  charming  hotels  I 
begged  the  proprietor  to  procure  good  tender  meat, 
and  offered  to  pay  specially  for  it,  but  my  request 
was  in  vain.  The  hotels  in  this  district  ought  to 
learn  the  elementary  fact  in  housekeeping — namely, 
that  meat  and  poultry  must  be  tender,  and  that  it 
must  be  carefully  cooked.  If  the  daughiters  (where 
there  are  any)  of  these  hotels  would  go  to  England 
and  attend  cookery  classes  during  the  winter,  and 
feel  a  pride  in  the  work,  the  hotels  would  be 
independent  of  the  unsatisfactory  cooks  which 
usually'gravitate  to  these  places.  Unfortunately, 
domestic  service  in  the  West  of  Ireland  is  looked 
down  upon  by  the  class  of  young  women  who  if 
reared  in  England  would  be  earning  high  wages  in 
good  households. 

The  anglers  at  Galway  are  fortunate  in  having 
clean  lodgings  facing  the  river.  The  daughter  of 
the  house  was  maid  for  some  years  to  an  English 
lady,  and  there  she  learnt  cookery  and  all  domestic 
arts.  If  she  could  be  multiplied  over  the  "  anglers' 
quarters  "  in  Connemara  more  would  be  done  to 
attract  and  keep  anglers  than  all  the  booming  of 
sport  in  your  most  valuable  paper. — Yours  truly, 

A  Sportswoman. 


FISHING  AT  LOOE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  grateful  to  any  of  your 
readers  who  know  Looe,  in  Cornwall,  for  information 
re  the  chances  of  salmon,  peal,  and  trout  fishing 
there,  how  leave  can  be  obtained,  any  open  fishing, 
licences,  etc.  ;  also  about  sea-fishing. — Yom's  truly. 

Enquirer. 


LARGE  GILLAROO. 

Dear  Sir, — Owing  to  absence  from  home,  I  did 
not  read  until  to-day  Mr.  J.  L.  Kennedy's  letter 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  19, 
and  described  his  capture  of  a  "  gillaroo  "  trout 
weighing  7ilb.  on  Lough  Mask.  Whilst  all  good 
anglers  should  rejoice  with  him  in  his  success,  I 
must  tell  him  that  the  assm'ance  given  him  that 
his  fish  was  by  far  the  largest  '  gillaroo  '  ever 
caught  on  any  lough  "  is  not  correct. 

I  have  seen  a  great  many  "  gillaroo  "  taken  on 
Lough  Derg  (River  Shamion)  which  exceeded  olb., 
and  several  7ilb.  and  over.  I  have  myself  taken  on 
artificial  fly  (single  rod  casting)  two  "  gillaroo," 
7tTlb.  and  7flb.  respectiv'ely,  and  at  least  one  "Ub. 
when  dapping  with  May  Fly.  These  fish  I  killed 
when  fishing  alone  in  my  boat,  and  I  had  to  manage 
the  oars  and  play  and  land  the  fish  without  help.  I 
did  not  take  twenty  minutes  to  do  so  on  any  occa- 
sion, though  I  had  rather  rough  weather  and  was 
on  a  lee  shore  twice,  and  had  to  unscrew  a  landing- 
net  and  screw  on  a  gaff  for  one  fish,  and  keep  him  on 
the  rod  at  the  same  time. 

I  have  also  taken  a  ""gillaroo"  weighing  81b.  lOoz. 
on  artificial  fly  about  300  yards  up  the  Nenagh 
river,  where  it  runs  into  Lough  Derg.  I  believe  I 
sent  you  at  the  time — September,  1897 — a  draw  ing, 
full  size,  of  the  latter  fish  with  particulars.  It  was 
26  f  ill-  in  length,  and  16in.  in  girth. 

I  have  seen  "  gillaroo  "  taken  on  the  crossline 
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9lb.  in  weight,  so  that  "  Hi  Regan's  "  statement  that 
"  gillaroo  "  ran  between  "  lib.  and  41b."  cannot  be 
accepted  as  reliable,  so  far  us  Lougli  Derg  is  con- 
cerned.— Yours  truly,  Michaeil  Gleeson. 
Oct.  7. 

WRINKLE  FOR  FISHING  IN  TIDES  AND 
CURRENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  two  correspondents, 
please  accept  a  perhaps  clearer  explanation  of  nay 
"  wrinkle  for  fishing  in  tides  and  currents."  I  notice 
most  fishermen  at  Deal  use  as  paternoster  a  medal - 
shaped  lead,  flat,  with  a  ring  attached,  and  two  or 
more  hooks  in  the  trace  above  the  lead.  Now  this 
lead  weighs  6oz.  to  8oz  ;  cut  or  punch  out  the 
centre,  so  that  only  a  small  rim  remains  ;  scrape  or 
file  this  inside  rim  quite  smooth.  Fish  before,  at, 
and  after  slack  tide.   When  the  stream  runs,  have  an 


loose  the  half-hitch  of  your  guide-line,  and  lift  in 
your  catch.  This  is  the  simpler  form  of  my  plan. 
I  prefer  the  ledger,  using  a  curtain-ring  with  loop 
to  rim  on  the  guide-line.  Pass  the  ring  over  the 
guide-line,  and  your  rod  line  through  the  loop  ; 
make  a  stop  by  a  knot  or  a  l)it  of  match  ;  then  bend 
on  your  trace  with  hooks.  The  trace  is  free  to  run 
throvigh  the  ring-loop,  but  not  free  to  pass  upwards. 
You  can,  of  course,  use  ground  bait  or  not  as  you 
choose.  With  this  method,  which  I  contend  is 
more  sportsmanlike  than  the  use  of  very  heavy 
leads,  one  can  fish  at  all  times  of  the  tide  and 
in  the  strongest  currents,  as  you,  sir,  kindly  suggest 
in  your  mullet-fishing  adventure. — Yours  truly. 

Coroner. 

P.S. — Since  writing,  you,  sir,  have  honoured  me 
with  a  suggestion  which  shows  the  method  had 
already  occurred  to  you.     I  think  your  sugges- 
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"Cobonee's"  Suggestion  foe  Fishing  in  a  Steonq  Tide- way. 


ordinary  line  with  a  41b.  to  51b.  weight  attached. 
Throw  weight  overboard.  Pass  inboard  end  of  this 
line  through  the  lead  as  cut  ;  make  fast  the  end  of 
line  inboard.  Let  lead  with  hooks  on  trace  run 
down.  Take  a  half  hitch  of  guide-line  round  a 
thole  pin,  and  there  you  are.  The  hollowed  lead 
runs  down  guide-line,  and  yoii  can  feel  the  least 
nibble ;  you  can  strike ;  you  have  the  feel  of 
the  fish  up  to  the  boat ;  you  have  the  pleasure  of 
guessing  what  sort  of  fish  is  coming  up  ;  then,  if 
need  be,  use  your  gaff  or  landing-net.  I  do  not 
believe  in  the  duffer's  way  of  swinging  your  fish 
when  out  of  the  water  round  into  the  boat — you 
give  your  pal  or  boatman  a  slimy  slap,  or  hook  his 
flesh  or  clothes,  or  foul  your  hooks  in  the  wood  or 
gear  of  the  boat.  Do  one's  sport  in  a  sportsmanlike 
way.  When  you  have  reeled  up,  catch  hold  of  your 
trace,  lower  butt  of  your  rod  to  bottom  of  boat. 


tion  makes  for  simplicity  and  efficiency.  It  is 
to  use  a  detachable  ring  for  the  guide-line,  a 
spring  clip  ring  or  a  snap-hook  ring,  as  used  for 
dog-leaders.  A  still  simpler  method  would  be  to 
cut  through  the  side  of  the  lead  i-ing  weight,  as  above 
described,  as  you  would  a  bullet  shot  ;  separate  the 
cut  ends,  put  over  the  guide-Une,  and  press  ends 
together.  When  line  is  reeled  up,  separate  ends  of 
lead  ring  weight,  and  you  are  free  of  the  guide-line. 
It  seems  to  me,  acting  on  your  suggestion,  that  the 
best  plan  of  all  would  be  to  have  a  ring  made  hke 
the  Indian  bangles  (of  steel  or  some  elastic  mate- 
rial), with  two  laiobs  exactly  opposite  the  trace  loop. 
These  knobs  would  be  always  in  touch,  keeping  the 
guide-ring  closed ;  when  reeled  up  close  to  hand  ;  a 
slight  pull  would  open  the  Imobs,  let  guide-line  slip 
out,  and  leave  rod-line  and  trace  quite  free.  In  fact, 
as  you  would  pull  upwards  at  a  bite,  it  is  probable 


that  far  down  the  guide-line  a  slight  jerk  outwards 
would  free  rod-line  at  once  before  reeling  up.  But 
this  I  will  try.  I  think  the  thwart-ship  position  ofj 
the  rod-line  loop  better  and  less  liable  to  cause  a 
jam  ;  a  ring,  in  my  experience,  Sin.  in  diameter,  is 
better  than  a  thimble.  But  I  hope  the  improved 
plan  will  be  tried  from  rock,  shore,  pier,  and  boat.i 
I  send  a  few  rough  sketches.  In  fishing,  as  I  mainly 
do,  from  a  sailing  boat,  the  guide-line  fast  to  mast 
or  stay  obviates  any  difficulty. 

[I  cannot  say  that  "  Coroner's  "  capital  method' 
had  occurred  to  me  exactly  in  the  very  jjractical  way 
he  carries  it  out. — Ed.] 

PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  ILMINSTER— 
RAINBOWS,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — I  venture  to  send  you  a  few  notes  of  ^ 
sport  I  have  been  recently  having  amongst  the  pike. 
I  do  not  start  pike  fishing  as  a  rule  till  the  trout 
season  is  about  over.    Since  Sept.  15  I  have  cap- 
tured nine  pike  in  the  Isle,  and  I  have  crystallised 
my  experience  in  the  following  couplet : — 

"  In  the  fall  of  the  leaf 
Jack's  life  will  be  brief." 

On  Friday  last  I  fished  my  favourite  stretch — a 
backwater  of  the  river  about  200  yards  in  length. 
I  put  a  small  dace  on  snap  tackle,  and  soon  had  a 
fish  of  3|lb.  I  then  mounted  a  large  dace,  and  had 
a  run  with  a  "  whopper,"  which  might  have  scaled 
anything  between  151b.  and  251b.  Unfortimately, 
in  trying  to  steer  it  clear  of  a  dangerous  spot  one  of 
the  barbs  of  my  triangle  snapped  clean  off,  and,  like 
the  lord  of  the  ballad,  "  I  was  left  lamenting."  True 
it  is — 

"  The  fish  that  never  comes  to  bank 
With  monsters  always  seem  to  rank." 

However,  I  cast  out  the  mangled  bait  once  more, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  had  a  very  good  fish  on,  which 
I  played  out  and  landed ;  it  weighed  81b.  On  Satur- 
day I  started  again  for  the  same  spot,  but  with  no. 
live-bait.  It  was  not  till  5  p.m.  that  I  succeeded  in 
catching  a  small  dace  about  the  size  of  a  large 
minnow.  With  this  on  a  single  hook,  in  less  than 
ten  minutes,  I  hooked  a  fish,  which,  after  giving  fine 
sport  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  landed.  It  was 
36in.  in  length,  and  weighed  llflb.  Close  by  I 
landed  a  12-pounder  last  December. 

I  also  caught  here  about  the  same  time  a  pike, 
between  41b.  and  51b.,  which  had  no  pectoral  fins, 
and  its  dorsal  fin  only  consisted  of  three  rays  very 
much  distorted.    The  deformity  seemed  to  be  con- 
genital.   Unfortunately,  this  river  is  very  much 
poached.    Last   Friday   week   two    men  caught 
twenty  jack  up  to  51b.  and  over  with  skira-nets 
during  a  flood.    I  find  the  weeds  have  cleared  away 
unusually  early  this  season.    You  may  be  glad  to 
add  to  your  data  regarding  rainbows  the  following 
fact.    About  a  month  ago  I  captm-ed  a  rainbow)[ 
trout  which  weighed  exactly  lib.    This  was  one  of  j 
a  stock  of  20,000  fry  placed  in  the  River  Isle  three] 
years  ago  next  month  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Combe,  of  Earns- 1 
hill.    He  preserves  about  two  miles  of  the  upper  j 
waters  of  the  Isle  at  Donyatt.    Now  the  spot  M-here 
I  caught  this  fish  was  above,  and  not  below,  the  saidjj 
water.    I  am  well  aware  that  hundreds  dropped) 
down  the  river,  and  were,  no  doubt,  eaten  by  thel 
pike.    Still  a  great  number  doubtless  remain  where} 
they  were  introduced.    I  may  add  that  they  have* 
also  been  introduced  into  the  ponds  at  Cricket 
St.  Thomas  (Mr.  F.  J.  Fry's),  and  last  season  a 
friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Howard  Young,  of  Chard,  cap- 
tured one  on  fly  which  scaled  IWo.    Apropos  of  your 
note  re  the  black  bass,  I  venture  to  suggest  that 
the  reservoir  at  Chard  would  be  a  splendid  sheet  of 
water  in  which  to  try  the  experiment.    It  is  about 
50  acres  in  extent,  is  very  deep,  and  contains  vast 
shoals  of  roach  and  perch.    Earl  Poulett  is  the 
owner.    I  should  think  the  placing  of,  say,  600  bajss 
in  this  water  could  hardly  fail  to  eventuate  in 
success. — Yours  truly,  W.  L.  Radford. 

Ilminster,  Oct.  6. 

PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  OXFORD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  glad  if  you  or  any  of 
the  readers  of  your  valuable  paper  could  tell  me  if 
there  is  any  good  pike  fishing  in  the  neighbom-hood 
of  Oxford,  giving  particulars  as  to  getting  leave,  etc. 
— Yours  truly,  N.  F.  Tunbridge. 

Prospect  House,  Redditch. 

YOUNG  LIVE  OTTERS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  subscriber  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  eighteen  years  now,  may  I  ask  in  your 
columns  where  I  can  buy  yomig  Uve  otters. — Yours 
truly,  '  C.  Hatwood. 

Market  Harborough. 

[Mr.  Hatwood  might  write  to  Messrs.  Jamrach, 
the  wild  animal  dealers,  Liverpool. — Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORj 


The  Unclaimed  Salmon  Mark  Claimed. 

Last  week  I  had  ia  this  column  a  note  from  Mr. 
W.  L.  Calderwood,  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for 
Scotland,  asking  if  I  would  make  known  that  he 
had  had  a  salmon  sent  to  him  with  a  strange  mark 
on  it— namely,  "JB-L  10.".  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  letter,  this  fish  was  marked  by 
one  of  our  subscribers,  "J.  B.-L."  I  hope  now 
Mr.  Calderwood  will  tell  us  where  and  when  the 
fish  was  caught,  its  weight,  and  if  a  clean  fish,  etc. 

"  DE.iB  Sir,— I  was  much  interested  in  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Calderwood  with  reference  to  one  of  my 
kelt  marks,  or  as  I  call  them  D.S.O.'s.  During  my 
stay  at  Stornoway  this  spring,  I  caught  109  kelts. 
and  marked  fifty  of  them.  The  fish  in  question 
wa3  caught  on  March  31  on  the  first  loch,  and 
weighed  olb.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  what  the 
fish  weighed  when  recaught  near  Thurso.  With 
regard  to  these  kelts,  with  the  exception  of  only 
one  they  were  all  so  weh  mended  and  in  such  grand 
condition  that  it  was  nearly  always  impossible  to 
tell  them  from  fresh-run  fish  till  we  got  them  into 
the  boat.  On  April  10  I  took  twenty-five  kelts  on 
the  tiy,  and  gettmg  rather  tired  of  catching  them,  I 
put  up  my  hghtest  split  cane  (a  5oz.  Hardy)  with 
a  light  trout  cast  and  small  flies.  I  immediately  got 
a  61b.  kelt,  one  of  4Jlb.,  and  one  of  4lb.,  and  then  a 
101b  salmon,  all  landed  on  the  trout  rod  and  fine 
tackle  after  some  exciting  sport.  I  also  got  during 
the  day  six  trout,  61b.  12oz.,  making  a  total  of  1541b 
ot  fash.  I  had  the  keeper  John  Mackay  and  his 
brother  Alick  with  me.— Yours  truly, 

'"J.  B.-L." 

TsAILINa  IN  THE  THAMES— UNSATISFACTORY 

Definition  in  the  Bye-Law  leads  to  Unfair 
Prosecutions  op  Anglers. 

Copy  of  the  Thames  Bye-Law  prohibiting- 
Trailing.  "  No  person  shall  allow  any  rod  and 
hne,  or  line  to  which  any  bait  or  hook,  natural  or 
artificial,  is  attached,  to  be  drawn  or  trailed  from 
any  vessel  on  the  River  Thames." 

I  have  received  the  following  letter  from  Dr.  W  J 
Turrell  M.  A.,  of  Cherwell  Lodge,  Oxford,  on  the  most 
unsatisfactory  position  of  Thames  pike  anglers  in 


face  of  the  stupidly  worded  bye -law  against  trailing. 
The  comical  part  of  itis  that  this  law  was  clamoured 
for,  not  quite  wisely  in  my  opinion,  by  Thames  pike 
anglers  to  stop  the  capture  of  pike  by  what  they 
call  the  unsportsmanlike  practice  of  traihng  a  bait 
after  a  boat,  in  exactly  the  same  way  that  thousands 
of  anglers  and  good  sportsmen  fish  for  salmon,  trout, 
pike,  bass,  etc.  So  far  the  chief  effect  has  been 
that  good  anglers  and  good  sportsmen  have  been 
summoned  before  the  magistrates  for  trailing  when 
they  have  been  fishing  rod  in  hand  and  casting  the 
bait ;  the  last  case  was  that  of  Mr.  Albert  Packford, 
chief  clerk  of  the  Oxford  post  office,  and  a  member 
of  the  Oxford  Anghng  and  Preservation  Society. 
Mr.  Packford  said  he  was  standing  in  a  punt  and 
casting  a  spinning  bait  from  the  Nottmgham  re  'I 
and  winding  it  in  regularly— the  prosecutors  said 
that  he  was  trailing.  Fortunately,  the  magistrates 
knew  something  about  angling,  and  dismissed  the 
case;  Spinning  for  pike  by  standing  in  a  boat  or 
punt  and  casting  from  the  Nottingham  reel  is  one 
of  the  most  scientific  methods  of  angling,  and  yet 
any  angler  fishing  in  this  way  is  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion under  this  bye-law,  because  it  is  sunply 
irnpossible  to  spin  from  a  boat  or  punt  in  motion 
without  having  the  bait  "drawn  by  the  boat"  at 
times.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  Thames  Con- 
servators can  avoid  prosecuting  under  the  bye -law, 
although  some  of  them  are  good  anglers  and  know 
what  happens  in  spinning  from  a  boat  in  the  most 
orthodox  fashion. 

Here  is  Dr.  Turrell's  letter,  and  I  hope  it  may 
lead  to  the  revision  of  the  bye-law.  I  feel  certain 
the  conservators  have  no  love  for  it  as  it  stands,  if 
at  all : — 

"Cherwell  Lodge,  Oxford. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  herewith  to  send  you  a  press 
cutting  and  the  correspondence  relating  to  a  recent 
prosecution  for  trailing  in  the  Thames  above  Oxford. 

"  The  press  report  is  not  a  very  complete  one,  as 
it  omits  to  give  the  correspondence  between  the 
defendant  and  the  Thames  Conservancy,  which 
certainly  has  a  very  important  bearing  on  the 
case. 

"Amidst  much  conflicting  evidence  there  was 
one  point  which  I  think  was  made  quite  clear  to 
those  who  were  present  at  the  hearing  of  the  case, 
namely,  that  whether  Mr.  Packford  was  technically 
trailing  or  not,  he  was  himself  convinced  at  the 
time  that  he  was  fishing  fairly  and  in  a  sportsman- 
like manner,  though  he  may  have  possibly  been 
misled  into  this  view  by  the  letter  which  he  had 
previously  received  from  the  Conservancy;  more- 
over, Mr.  Packford  is  well  known  and  respected 
locally  as  an  excellent  sportsman ;  few  have  done 
more  than  he  has  done  for  the  promotion  of  local 
sport,  and  he  is.  undoubtedly,  one  of  the  last 
persons  to  knowingly  fish  in  an  illegal  manner. 

"  It  is  very  important,  if  there  is  to  be  good  pike 
fishing  in  the  Thames,  that  trailing  should  not  be 
allowed ;  at  present,  however,  the  definition  of 
what  is  trailing  and  of  what  is  legitimate  spinning 
is  so  vague  as  not  only  to  render  it  difficult  to 
obtain  a  conviction  for  this  offence,  but  also  to 
render  those  who  may  be  fishing  in  what  they 
themselves  consider  to  be  a  legal  manner  subject 
to  the  annoyance  and  indignity  of  a  prosecution, 
and  possibly  of  a  conviction,  for  illegal  fishing. 

"  A  clear  definition  of  where  legitimate  spinning 
ceases  and  illegal  trailing  begins  is  urgently 
needed ;  a  correspondence  in  your  columns  on  this 
point  would  certainly  be  interesting,  and  would, 
perhaps,  lead  to  the  satisfactory  definition  of  the 
line  of  demarcation  between  the  two. 

"In  arriving  at  a  definition,  it  is  important  to 
bear  in  mind  why  trailing  should  be  made  illegal ; 
there  is  nothing  essentially  unsportsmanlike  in 
trailmg  itself ;  but  if  trailing  were  allowed  in  the 
Thames  a  large  number  of  boating  people  would 
throw  out  and  trail  a  bait  for  the  fun  of  the  thmg 
without  taking  a  real  interest  in  the  sport  of 
angling,  and  the  majority  of  canal  boats  and  barges 
would  also  trail  for  the  sake  of  the  pot.  The  result 
of  this  would  be  that  a  large  number  of  small  jack 
would  be  taken,  and  there  would  be  no  chance  of 
sport  left  for  the  true  pike  angler. 

"  The  interpretation  of  their  own  bye-laws  offered 
by  the  Conservancy  seems  to  me  to  be  not  only  too 
vague  but  too  lax.  '  Spinning  with  rod  in  hand.' 
they  write  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  Oxford 
Angling  Society  asking  them  for  the  interpretation 
of  their  bye-law  on  trailing,  '  by  casting  and  drawing 
from  a  boat  in  motion  would  not,  I  think,  come 
under  the  prohibition  against  trailing.'  According  to 
this  construction  Mr^  Packford  was  acting  legatly. 


for  he  was  slowly,  very  slowly  probably,  winding 
in  his  line  the  whole  time  his  bait  was  in  the  water. 
Now  let  us  admit  that  the  bait  was  in  the  water 
at  one  time  without  being  withdrawn  while  the 
boat  was  being  towed  100  yards.  One  of  the 
witnesses  stated  that  it  was  in  the  water  for 
200  yards.  We  make  a  reasonable  allowance  for 
exaggeration  when  we  divide  this  estimate  by  two. 
The  time  occupied  in  towing  a  boat  100  yards  is 
about  85  seconds;  the  time  occupied  in  slowly 
winding  in  a  long  cast  from  the  bank  with  a  very 
light  weight  against  the  stream  does  not,  I  find, 
occupy  more  than  2.5  seconds.  About  one-third  of 
the  time,  therefore,  is  occupied  in  spinning,  and 
about  two-thirds  in  trailing.  A  calculation  based 
on  the  distance  cast  and  the  distance  towed  while 
the  bait  is  in  the  water  yields  nearly  the  same 
result.  Fishing  in  this  way  it  would,  of  course,  be 
possible,  provided  one  wound  in  slowly  enough,  to 
keep  the  bait  in  the  water  a  much  longt.-  distance 
than  100  yards. 

?'Some  bank  anglers  would  prohibit  spinning 
from  a  boat  in  motion  altogether,  but  this  would 
obviously  be  unfair,  as  it  then  would  be  impossible 
to  legally  spin  for  trout  from  a  boat  in  a  weir  pool, 
for  unless  the  boat  is  propelled  against  the  stream 
it  would  soon  be  washed  out  of  the  pool,  and  it 
must  be  admitted  that  in  this  form  of  spinning  a 
large  proportion  of  the  movement  required  to  spin 
the  bait  is  communicated  through  the  boat,  for 
though  the  angler  may  cast  his  bait  to  one  side  of 
the  boat  it  is  soon  washed  astern,  and  then  the 
force  of  the  stream  against  which  the  boat  is  held 
is  the  chief  factor  in  spinning  the  bait.  The 
definition  of  trailing  should  not  render  this  form  of 
angling  illegal,  neither  should  it  be  illegal  to  drift 
down  the  stream  in  a  boat  and  spin  therefrom,  nor 
should  it  be  illegal  to  steady  the  boat  with  sculls 
or  other  means  against  the  wind  while  the  boat  is 
being  spun  from. 

"It  seems  to  me  that  the  difficulty  might  be 
overcome  by  stating  a  maximum  distance  which 
must  not  be  exceeded  while  the  bait  is  in  the  water 
— for  instance,  the  following  words  in  italics  might 
be  added  to  Bye-law  6,  which  would  then  read  as 
follows :  '  No  person  shall  allow  any  rod  and  line, 
or  line  to  which  any  bait  or  hook,  natural  or 
artificial,  is  attached,  to  be  drawn  or  trailed  from 
any  vessel  on  the  River  Thames.  It  shall  be 
regarded  as  trailing,  if  a  bait,  without  being  with- 
d)  'awn  from  the  water,  be  continuously  drawn  from 
any  vessel  for  a  distance  exceeding  twenty  yards' 

"  I  trust  that  this  letter  may  lead  to  some  clearer 
and  better  definition  than  the  foregoing.  I  feel 
sure  that  the  Conservancy  would  welcome  such  a 
definition,  and  it  certainly  behoves  Thames  anglers 
to  assist  this  body,  which  has  done,  and  is  still  doing, 
so  much  on  their  behalf  in  the  protection  of  angling 
on  the  Thames, — Yours  truly, 

"W.  J.. Turrell." 

I  think  that  the  bye-law  ought  to  be  so  framed 
as  not  to  apply  to  anyone  standing  up  in  a  boat  or 
punt  and  mi  king  casts  not  less  frequently  than,  say, 
twice  in  a  minute,  which  is  much  less  than  the 
average  rate  of  casting.  The  bye-law  was  aimed  at 
the  angler  who  does  not  cast  at  all,  but  lets  the  bait 
trail  behind  as  the  boat  goes  along.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  bye-law  should  run:  — 

"  No  person  shall  allow  any  rod  and  Une,  or  line 
to  which  any  bait  or  hook,  natural  or  artificial,  is 
attached,  to  be  drawn  or  trailed  from  any  vessel  on 
the  River  Thames.  But  this  bye-law'  shall  not 
apply  to  any  person  standing  up  in  a  boat,  punt, 
or  other  vessel  using  a  rod  and  casting  out  and 
winding  or  drawiyig  in  a  bait  regularly  and  at  least 
once  in  one  minute."- 

It  will  be  seen  I  have  not  corrected  the  idea  that 
anglers  fish  by  drawing  rods  after  a  boat,  or  ex- 
plained the  difference  between  a  natural  and 
an  artificial  hook,  as  that  would  be  beyond  my 
powers. 

I  asked  Dr.  Turrell  what  he  thought  of  my 
suggestion,  and  he  says:  — 

"  As  regards  the  addition  to  the  bye-law  which 
you  propose,  I  personally  would  prefer  a  definition 
by  distance  to  one  by  time.  It  might  happen  that 
an  angler  fishing  fairly  might  get  himg  up  in  a 
weed  or  the  bottom  and  so  exceed  the  time  limit, 
or  an  unfair  angler  might  conveniently  avail  himself 
of  an  excuse  of  this  kind.  I  think,  too,  that  distance 
would  be  more  easily  and  accurately  estimated  than 
a  calculation  hy  time ;  the  angler  himself  would 
more  readily  recognise  that  he  had  exceeded  a  limit 
of  distance  than  one  of  time.- 

i'-  If,  however,  a  limit  of  time  were  fixed,  I  think 
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that  it  should  be  in  relation  to  a  single  cast  rather 
than  to  two  casts.  A  long  cast  wound  up  slowly 
takes  about  twenty-five  seconds,  therefore  if  the 
angler  between  the  casts  has  to  adjust  his  hooks, 
or  to  free  them  from  weeds,  he  would  probably 
exceed  the  limit  of  one  minute  for  two  casts,  which 
you  suggest." 

I  cannot  help  thinking  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory to  go  by  time — say,  one  cast  in  a  minute 
iastead  of  two — than  by  distance,  as  it  is  difficult 
to  swear  just  what  distance  a  boat  went  while  some- 
thing was  being  done  on  it. 

P.S. — Since  this  was  in  type  I  asked  another 
good  angler  and  authority  on  Thames  fishing  what 
he  thought  of  the  suggested  alterations  or  additions 
to  the  bye-law,  and  he  says  he  thinks  it  would  be 
best  to  leave  it  alone.  "  If  the  alterations  pro- 
posed ia  the  article  were  made,"  he  says,  "  it 
would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  a  conviction, 
because  who  would  be  prepared  to  swear  as  to  the 
exact  number  of  yards  or  the  number  of  casts  a 
minute  ? '-  I  see  no  difficulty  in  swearing  as  to 
whether  an  angler  makes  a  cast  at  least  once  a 
minute. 


A  New  Work  by  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford; 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  announce  what  I  feel 
sure  will  prove  to  be  a  most  interesting  work — 
namely,  "An  Angler's  Autobiography.''  by  Mr. 
Frederic  M.  Halford.  It  will  form  Vol.  IV.  of 
"The  Halford  Dry-Fly  Series,"  have  an  introduc- 
tion by  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  and  be  published  soon  by 
Messrs.  Vinton  &  Co.  It  is  to  be  fully  illustrated, 
and  will  include  twenty-eight  photogravures  and 
sixteen  other  fuU-pago  illustrations.  There  is  to 
be  an  edition  de  luxe  at  £5  53.,  and  an  ordinary 
edition  at  £1  Is.  Collectors  should  make  a  note  of 
the  £5  5s.  edition.  I  believe  every  edition  de  luxe 
of  Mr.  Halford's  works  has  been  sold  out  before 
publication,  or  very  nearly  so.  and  certainly  copies 
cannot  be  purchased  now  at  anything  like  the 
published  price. 


Loch  Leven. 

The  report  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Association, 
published  in  another  column,  shows  what  a  very 
bad  season  the  one  which  has  just  closed  has 
proved,  both  financially  and  as  regards  sport. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  the  pike  have  had  most  of 
the  latter,  and  Loch  Leven  anglers  will  be  glad  to 
hear  they  are  to  be  pursued  with  zeal.  I  should 
much  like  to  see  the  experiment  tried  of  getting 
over  a  couple  of  the  professional  netsmen  who  net 
for  char  and  pike  on  Windermere.  I  think  they 
would  open  the  eyes  of  the  pike,  and  other  people 
also.  As  regards  the  American  weed,  I  should  think 
that  one  or  two  of  the  water- weed  mowing  machines 
made  by  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  pisciculturist  to  the 
Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association,  Newport,  Isle  of 
Wight,  would  give  much  satisfaction.  Of  course 
the  inclement  season  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  great  fall  in  the  take  of  trout,  probably 
far  more  than  some  anglers  suppose.  Why  do  not 
the  directors  put  in  a  few  thousand  two-year-old 
rainbow  trout.  I  believe  they  would  do  finely  in 
Loch  Leven,  and  prove  an  immense  attraction. 
There  is  not  the  least  fear  of  their  crossing  with  the 
Loch  Levens. 


A  Good  Season  on  the  Usk; 

Mr.  H.  S.  Lyne,  the  Secretary  of  the  United 
Usk  Fishery  Association,  tells  me  that  up  to  the 
end  of  September  about  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  salmon  were  killed  by  rod  and  line, 
the  average  weight  being  lOlb.  He  says:  "Granted 
a  good  rainfall,  I  believe  the  Usk  is  as  good  a 
salmon  river  as  ever."  This  is  another  instance  of 
plenty  of  rain  meaning  plenty  of  salmon,  chiefly 
because  they  have  more  chance  to  escape  the  nets. 

"  If  you  were  Confined  to  One  Fly  for  Trout 
AND  Grayling  which  would  you  Select  ? 
A  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  Mr.  T. 
Wentworth  Falconer,  asked  me  this  question  the 
other  day,  adding:  "Last  month,  when  at  Mr. 
Corrie's,  the  question  arose,  If  you  were  confined  to 
the  use  of  one  fly  all  the  season  through,  what  fly 
would  you  use  ?  1  chose  the  Gold-Ribbed  Hare's 
Ear,  but  Mr.  Corrie,  his  son,  and  his  brother  Mr.  W. 
Corrie  were  unanimous  in  selecting  the  Wickham 
in  all  its  forms.    What  fly  would  you  select  ? '-' 

In  reply  to  this:  "I  think  if  I  was  to  have  to 
btick  to  one  fly  all  the  season  through  I  should  go 


for  a  medium  starling  wing,  dark  amber  body,  and 
dark  olive  hackle  and  whisks  in  different  sizes — a 
Yellow  Dun  in  fact,  only  Halford,  I  think,  says 
there  is  no  such  fly  in  Nature.  Well,  yellow  is 
too  strong  perhaps  ;  Olive  Dun  is  better. 

"  Of  course  there  are  several  which  run  it  hard 
for  first  place  in  my  opinion,  but  this  is  the  fly  I 
have  found  I  think  on  every  water  I  ever  fished 
all  over  the  United  Kingdom,  and  for  trout  or 
grayling  I  certainly  have  killed  ten  times  as  many 
with  it  as  with  any  other  fly,  varying  the  shade  of 
the  body." 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  other  fly  fishers 
say  on  this  point— Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  i'  Val  Conson,'2 
Mr,  E,  M.  Tod,  etc. 


Record  Salmon; 

The  following  correspondence  appeared  in  the 
Scotsman  last  week:  — 

?' LARGE  SALMON. 

"  Stonehaven,  Oct  8,  1903. 

"  Sir,  —  A  friend,  whose  veracity  is  beyond 
question,  informs  me  that  in  the  Aberdeenshire 
Dee,  near  Aboyne,  his  grandfather,  over  100  years 
ago,  caught  by  rod  and  fine  a  salmon  of  741b. 
Scottish,  which  was,  I  understand,  the  same  as  the 
French  weights  of  the  time — namely,  about  10  per 
cent.-  more  than  our  imperial  weights,  or,  say, 
81|lb.  of  the  present  day. 

MCan  any  of  your  angling  correspondents  beat 
this,  or  must  it  stand  as  a  record  in  this  country  ? 

"The  great  salmon  caught  in  the  Tay(bynet) 
about  thirty-three  years  ago,  and  of  which  a  plaster 
cast  was  taken  by  the  late  Frank  Buckland,  weighed, 
as  an  eye-witness  informed  me.  701b.  only,  con- 
siderably smaller  than  the  monster  of  the  Dee. — 
I  am,  etc,,  "Thomas  Martin."- 

"  London,  Oct.  13,  1903. 

"  Sir, — It  would  be  very  interesting  if  Mr.  Thomas 
Martin  could  give  us  some  more  particulars  of  the 
81|lb.  Dee  salmon  caught  by  his  friend's  grand- 
father over  100  years  ago. 

"  This  fish  must  have  been  killed  about  the  same 
time  as  the  69flb.  salmon  was  killed  on  the  Tweed 
by  the  uncle  of  the  Earl  of  Home,  father  of  the 
present  earl.  This  fish  is  recorded  in  a  letter  from 
the  earl  dated  Jan.  11.  1837,  and  published  in 
Yarrell's  '  British  Fishes,'  in  which  the  writer  says : 
'My  uncle,  my  father's  elder  brother,  caught  a 
salmon  with  a  rod,  which  weighed  sixty -nine  pounds 
and  three-quarters.' 

"I  have  always  considered  this  as  the  record 
salmon  killed  by  an  angler  in  this  country.  In 
1821  a  London  fishmonger  exhibited  and  sold  a 
female  salmon  which  weighed  83lb. — the  largest 
ever  recorded  as  of  the  true  salmon  (Salmo  solar). 

"  The  Chinook  salmon  of  the  North  Pacific  rivers 
of  America  grows  to  1001b.  or  more. — I  am.  etc., 
"R.  B.  Marstoi  , 
"Editor  Fishing  Gazette." 

I  wonder  if  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  the  recognised 
authority  on  record  salmon,  can  tell  us  the  weight 
of  the  heaviest  fish  taken  on  the  flyj, 

Mr.  W.  H.  Foster  presents  a  Rod  to 
Princess  Victoria.: 

Princess  Victoria  is  a  keen  angler,  and  therefore 
it  was  all  the  greater  compliment  to  Mr.  W.  H.- 
Foster, of  Ashbourne,  that  Her  Royal  Highness 
recently  accepted  a  beautiful  fly  rod  from  him, 
and  consented  to  his  calling  it  "  The  Princess 
Victoria  Rod."    The  Ashbourne  Telegraph  says:  — 

"  Mr.  W.  H.  Foster,  head  of  the  famous  Ashbourne 
firm  of  fishing  rod  and  tackle  manufacturers,  had 
the  honour  on  Thursday  morning  of  being  received 
in  audience  at  Calwich  Abbey,  when  the  Princess 
Victoria  was  graciously  pleased  to  accept  a  beauti- 
fully finished  trout  rod,  and  Her  Highness  was 
pleased  to  consent,  and  did  so  most  affably,  to  all 
fishing  rods  of  this  pattern  being  known  in  future 
as  •  The  Princess  Victoria  Rod.' 


A  Sea  Angling  Association  for  Folkestone. 

It  is  amusing  to  find  in  the  Folkestone  Chronicle 
for  Oct.  10,  under  the  heading  "Some  Fishy 
Stories,"  an  account  of  the  estabhshment,  thanks 
to  Mr.  George  Colman,  of  3,  Marine  Terrace,  of  a 
sea  angling  association  at  Folkestone.  I  hope  it  is 
not  all  a  fish  story  about  the  sixty  members  and 
the  affiliation  with  the  B.S.A.S.  Under  the  same 
heading,  Dr.  Dodds  is  reported  as  having  had 
excellent  sport  fishing  with  a  friend  off  the  Warren. 
I  have  pleasant  remembrances  of  good  sport  ledger 


fishing  from  the  beach  with  rod  and  Nottingham 
reel.  In  some  places  this  is  the  best  way  to  get 
bass,  as  they  come  into  shallow  water  and  hunt  for 
food  just  beyond  the  breakers. 

The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.- 

This  society  is,  I  am  glad  to  say.  doing  splendidly. 
On  Wednesday,  Oct.  21,  they  had  a  most  interest- 
ing exhibition  of  all  the  latest  and  best  rods,  tackle, 
etc.,  for  angling  in  salt  water.  Among  the  ex- 
hibitors were  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Carter  &  Co., 
A.  W.  Gamage.  Ltd.,  Little  &  Co.,  F.  Wilhams  & 
Co.,  and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson  &  Anderson, 
Ltd.,  whose  boots  and  waterproof  garments  for  sea 
fishing  are  admirable.  I  am  not  quite  convinced 
of  the  necessity  for  such  tremendous  reels  as  are 
used  by  some  sea  anglers.  They  do  not  catch  fish 
heavier  or  more  difficult  to  play  than  salmon, 
mahseer,  tarpon,  blue-fish,  tuna,  and  other  great 
game  fish,  and  anglers  who  kill  these  rarely  use 
reels  of  more  than  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter. 
What  are  the  advantages  claimed  for  these  big  reels, 
which  remind  one  of  the  Great  Wheel  at  Earl's 
Court  ? 

A  Scottish  Angler  on  Herons,  Otters,  and 
Kingfishers. 

In  the  Glasgow  Herald  of  Oct.  14  there  is  a  long 
and  interesting  article  on  Scotch  trout  angling, 
in  which  the  writer  expresses  the  opinion  that  no 
trout  stream  will  deteriorate  in  consequence  of  the 
presence  of  herons,  otters,  and  kingfishers:  — 

"  In  some  parts  of  the  country,  preservers, 
instead  of  arresting  these  fat  villains  (ducks  and 
swans),  seek  vengeance  on  that  noble  old  game 
bird  the  heron,  himself  a  patient  fisher,  and  even 
on  his  little  comrade-in-arms  the  kingfisher ;  and, 
alas!  also  on  that  best  of  good  sportsman  the 
common  otter.-  Rest  assured  that  no  trout  stream 
will  in  the  slightest  deteriorate  through  the 
presence  of  all  three  of  them  on  it.  Even  did 
they  accomplish  any  appreciable  harm.  Nature 
seems  to  have  provided  against  their  numerous 
increase,  and,  inasmuch  as  persecute  them  as  man 
may,  still  one  or  two  will  remain,  she  seems  to  call 
on  us  to  harm  them  not,  save  in  the  proper  sphere 
of  sport. 

I  should  be  sorry  indeed  to  see  the  heron,  otter, 
or  kingfisher  extinct,  but  I  know  that  a  trout  stream 
is  easily  destroyed  as  far  as  trout  fishing  goes  if 
herons  and  otters  get  their  own  way^ 

On  Lines  Kjnking. 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Thank  you  for  your  kind 
reply  to  my  query  re  '  kinking  when  spinning 
through  snake  rings.'  I  have  often  used  your 
excellent  leads,  and  should  be  doing  so  now,  but  I 
have  unfortunately  lent  mine  to  various  snags  in 
unknown  waters.  My  triangular  double  sheet  lead 
I  nip  on,  and  it  certainly  does  not  spin,  and  is 
easily  opened  with  a  knife  to  take  off  or  replace  by 
a  different  weight.  I  don't  know  how  to  make 
any  artificial  bait  or  spinner  spin  the  reverse  way 
•without  spoiling  it  I  fear. 

"  I  often  notice  the  spinner  spinning  when  being 
cast  through  the  air,  the  flanges  causing  it  of 
course,  but  I  am  not  satisfied  as  to  the  kinking 
above  the  lead — that  does  not  spin.  I  am  looking 
forward  to  reading  other  opinions  on  the  question, 
and  am  inclined  to  think  the  snake  rings  do  give  a 
spiral  turn  as  the  line  hurtles  through  them  at  such 
speed.  The  old  Malloch  reel  would  do  it,  but  this 
is  quite  a  different  force. — Yours  long-windedly, 
but  sorry  for  it,  "  Oliver  Procter."- 

If  the  artificial  bait  has  brass  fins  at  head  to  give 
the  spin,  or  a  brass  tail,  I  have  often  reversed  the 
spin  of  the  bait  by  bending  the  fins  carefully  in  the 
reverse  direction,  and  the  same  with  the  metal  tail. 
For  instance,  if  the  bait  when  on  a  table  in  front 
of  you,  with  head  towards  you  and  back  uppermost, 
has  the  tail  curved  to  the  right,  bend  it  carefully 
quite  straight  and  then  to  the  left,  the  lower  part 
of  the  tail  a  little  more  than  the  upper.  One  of 
the  artificial  baits  I  have  had  most  sport  with  is 
the  "  Gillett's  Gudgeon,"  but  Mr.  Gillett  never  could 
get  it  made  really  strong — for  instance,  the  bait 
has  a  tube  through  it,  and  spins  round  the  gimp 
on  a  bead.  Twenty  years  ago  I  pointed  out  to 
Mr.  GiUett  that  this  inner  tube  should  be  made 
out  of  solid  metal,  instead  of  being  a  bit  of  sheet 
metal  bent  into  the  shape  of  a  tube.  The  trouble 
I  found  was  that  when  a  good  pike  took  the  bait 
the  gimp  was  often  driven  into  the  slit  at  the  end 
of  the  tube  and  cut,  or  if  not  cut,  the  bait  would 
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no  longer  spin  properly;  Another  weak  point  was 
that  the  metal  tail  not  being  properly  secured  in 
the  body  of  the  bait  breaks  away  sooner  or  later. 
If  Mr.  Gillett  could  have  these  defects  remedied, 
and  the  bait  mounted  with  small  fine  sharp 
triangles.  I  am  sure  it  would  be  second  to  none. 
Clumsy  big  triangles,  with  rank  barbs  on  stiff  gut 
or  gimp,  spoil  the  spin  of  any  bait,  and  cause  the 
loss  of  two-thirds  of  the  fish  that  come  at  it.  Of 
course,  with  a  natural  bait  you  can  reverse  the 
spin  easily  enough  by  simply  reversing  the  bend  of 
the  tail.  I  think  Mr.  Malloch  sells  an  artificial  bait 
specially  made  to  reverse.  As  regards  the  folding 
lead,  as  I  said  before,  if  the  line  is  not  nipped 
by  it  it  turns  in  it,  and  so  the  kinks.  If  it  is 
nipped  there  is  a  chance  of  its  being  broken  off  at 
the  point  where  the  line  comes  out  of  the  lead, 
unless  there  are  swivels  to  take  off  the  strain  of  the 
twist.;  R.  B.  Marstox, 


ONE  LITTLE  BAY. 


The  morning  broke  bright  and  chilly  over  the 
valley  of  Erlaubnitz.  There  was  a  distinct  bite  in 
the  northerly  wind  as  it  swept  somewhat  bluster- 
ously  down  stream.  Had  it  been  blowing  with 
equal  force  in  the  other  direction,  it  would  have 
ruffled  the  stream  into  something  like  waves. 
Fishing  was  not  too  tempting  under  these  con- 
ditions, but  it  was  the  last  day  before  the  return  to 
the  collar,  so  the  rod  was  put  up  and  the  line 
passed  through  the  rings.  But  what  fly  to  put 
up  ?  This  was  no  muggy  day  to  bring  the  Willow 
Fly  out  in  clouds,  and  it  was  half-past  eleven 
o'clock  ere  the  first  straggling  Pale  Watery  Dun 
was  hustled  ignominiously  down  stream  by  the 
hectoring  breeze.  Standing  by  the  bridge  which 
marked  the  bottom  of  the  fishing,  waiting  for 
the  rise,  pictures  arose  of  the  same  length  under 
very  different  conditions.  Then  as  now  it  was 
September.  Then  as  now  it  was  the  closing 
day.  But  how  different!  "The  charmed  sunset 
lingered  low  adown  in  the  red  west."  The  day 
had  been  blazing  hot  and  bright,  but  for  all 
that  it  had  been  prosperous,  and  it  only  needed 
to  be  capped  by  a  good  evening  rise  to  be 
marked  with  a  white  stone  in  memory's  calendar. 
The  wind  had  dropped  ;  not  a  dimple  marked  the 
surface.  On  each  side  of  the  bridge  stood  an  angler 
waiting,  ready  to  negotiate  his  own  bank. 

Suddenly  the  river  woke  up,  and  the  writer, 
standing  on  the  eastern  bank,  became  aware  of  a 
string  of  five  trout  in  succession  rising  steadily  in 
the  first  little  bay  above  him — a  curve  some  twenty 
to  five  and  twenty  yards  long.  The  Orange  Sedge 
was  dropped  lightly  in  front  of  the  lowest  fish,  and 
floating  down  a  foot  or  less,  was  accepted ;  the  fish 
was  turned  down,  and  promptly  hustled  into  the 
net.  Time  enough  was  taken  to  wash  out  the  fly 
and  give  it  a  squeeze  in  a  napkin  and  a  fresh  touch 
of  paraffin,  and  then  it  dropped  again  before  fish 
No.  2,  with  similar  results.  So  with  No.  3  and 
No.  4.  No.  5  also  took  the  fly,  but  was  fortunate 
enough  to  come  unstuck  at  the  last  moment. 
However,  there  are  four  fish  of  lib.  or  more  to 
the  good — not  a  bad  record  for  the  little  bay 
opposite.  What  chance  of  repeating  it  on  such  a 
day  as  the  present  ?  It  looks  poor  enough.  Up 
to  11.15  not  a  rise  anywhere.  But,  look !  under  our 
own  bank  there  is  a  good  trout  in  position.  Why 
should  not  others  be  in  position  under  the  further 
bank  in  that  little  bay  where  the  wind  will  certainly 
carry  every  Dun  that  comes  down  the  river  ?  It 
might  be  worth  trying.  But  the  stream  is  running 
swift  in  between,  and  there  will  be  a  certain 
drag  before  the  fly  can  drift  a  yard.  Was  it  a 
providential  prevision  that  set  us  to  dressing 
Green  well's  Glory  and  Pale  Watery  Quills  on  double 
hooks — double  cypher  size — this  very  morning  ? 
Let  us  try  a  Greenwell's  Glory  to  begin  with, 
wetting  it  first  in  the  sharp  run  just  above  the 
bridge.  As  the  fly  swings  down  the  current  for 
the  third  time  something  reaches  out  after  it  and 
takes  it  under  water,  and  in  a  moment  the  rod 
curves  to  the  struggles  of  a  game  little  fellow  of 
6oz.  or  7oz.  He  is  released  and  carefully  returned, 
leaving  a  captor  thankful  to  be  able— superstitious 
man — to  put  back  his  first  fish  for  luck.  Now  for 
the  bay  opposite.  The  shallow  tail  of  it,  where 
the  stream  narrows  to  the  run  above  mentioned, 
is  drawn  blank.  But  surely  it  was  under  that  dock 
a  yard  or  two  up  that  No.  1  was  tempted  and  rose 
that  former  year.  Cutting  under  the  wind  it  is  not 
hard  to  drop  the  fly  near  the  further  bank,  but  it 


is  not  easy  to  drop  it  accurately  to  a  foot.  Some 
how  one  feels  that  that  dock  marks  the  critical 
spot.-  At  length  the  fly  drops  right  just  above  the 
dock,  and  three  or  four  inches  from  the  bank. 
There  is  no  rise,  but  a  suspicious  movement  of  the 
water,  a  tightened  line,  and  next  moment  we  are 
landing  a  three-quarter-pounder  away  from  tempta 
tion  to  go  to  weed. 

He  is  netted  out  and  consigned  to  the  fish  barrel, 
to  be  kept  alive  by  the  riparian  owner  for  market. 
A  yard  or  two  above  the  dock  there  is  a  broad 
green  leaf  swaying  in  the  current.  Was  that 
bubble  floating  down  due  to  it  or  to  the  movement 
of  a  fish  taking  a  fly  ?  Inch  by  inch  the  edge  of 
the  stream  has  been  searched  up  to  that  point 
The  fly  slaps  on  to  the  leaf  and  drops  above  it 
Again  comes  that  soft  under  water  surge,  and  this 
time  the  trout,  who  comes  plunging  out  under  the 
soft  compulsion  of  the  arching  cane,  is  nearer  a 
pound  and  a  quarter  than  a  pound.  In  the  village 
below  the  clock  strikes  the  half- hour.  How  these 
Uttle  doubles  do  hold.  This  has  to  be  cut  out  from 
the  fish's  palate.  But  it  is  time  there  was  some  rise 
of  natural  fly,  so  let  us  change  to  a  Pale  Watery 
Dun  with  a  quill  body,  and  the  double  hooks. 
There  goes  a  Dun  drifting  down  under  the  leaf  where 
that  last  fish  sheltered  a  few  minutes  back.  He  is 
encouraging,  but  he  has  few  successors.  Presently 
a  trout,  a  yard  or  two  higher  up,  secures  one — fatal 
success !  In  a  few  moments  he  is  being  taken  on  a 
personally  conducted  tour  to  join  his  fellows  in 
adversity,  and  ere  the  top  of  the  little  bay  is  reached 
two  more  have  followed  suit.  Thus  on  two  occasions, 
under  very  diverse  conditions,  this  little  bay  has 
yielded  five  good  trout,  only  one  of  which  was  under 
a  pound.  Val  Conson. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  BEITISH 
COLUMBIA. 


Hearing  that  large  salmon  were  to  be  caught  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Campbell  river  in  Vancouver 
Island,  my  wife  and  I  started  off  to  try  our  luck  on 
August  20  last.  In  order  to  reach  this  place  we 
had  to  take  the  steamer  which  sails  daily  from 
Vancouver  to  Nanaimo,  and  then  change  into 
another  from  there  to  Comox,  where  we  were 
to  be  met  by  a  man  who  would  accompany 
us  as  guide,  cook,  etc.  We  were  favoured 
with  very  fine  weather  and  arrived  safely  at 
Comox,  a  small  settlement  on  the  east  side  of 
the  island,  which  was  enlivened  at  the  time 
by  having  H.M.S.  Grafton  and  an  attendant 
torpedo  boat  lying  at  anchor  there.-  The 
ships  of  the  Pacific  fleet,  whose  headquarters 
are  at  Esquimalt,  go  to  Comox  for  the  pur- 
pose of  musketry  and  big  gun  practice,  and 
as  will  be  seen  it  was  a  lucky  occurrence  for 
us  their  being  there.  We  were  met  by  our 
guide,  a  son  of  an  Englishman  who  had  come 
out  from  "  the  old  country  "  some  years  ago, 
and  who  was  living  on  a  "ranche"-  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Comox.  On  our  way  up  on 
the  steamer  a  man  and  his  wife  had  come  on 
board  who  turned  out  to  be  an  elder  brother 
of  our  guide's,  so  we  all  joined  forces  and 
agreed  to  camp  together.-  From  Comox  to 
our  fishing  ground  was  some  twenty  miles  or 
so  up  the  coast,  and  as  the  "trail'-  only  went 
some  eighteen  miles  we  were  considering  how 
we  were  to  get  all  our  camp  equipment,  etc., 
to  the  required  place,  when  the  difficulty  was 
solved  in  a  most  satisfactory  and  pleasing 
manner.  The  commander  of  the  torpedo- 
boat  heard  we  were  wanting  to  go  to  Camp- 
bell river,  and  as  he  was  under  orders  to  go 
there  himself  next  morning  most  kindly 
offered  to  take  us  up,  an  offer  which  we  were 
only  too  glad  to  accept.  On  reaching  our 
camping  ground  next  day  we  landed  in  small 
boats,  and  soon  had  our  tents  up  and  every- 
thing in  order.  The  weather  was  fine,  and 
we  heard  the  fish  were  running  well.  The 
method  of  catching  these  large  fish  is  as 
follows: — You  go  out  in  a  boat  at  certain  times 
of  the  tide,  and  the  bait  is  a  huge  artificial 
spoon  (about  four  or  five  inches  long).  You  let  out 
some  thirty  or  forty  yards  of  line  with  heavy  leads  on 
it  (about  |lb.  weight),  and  this  you  trail  after  the 
boat.  Although  these  enormous  salmon  can  be 
seen  rolling  on  the  top  of  the  water  like  porpoises 
(and  I  may  here  say  that  unless  they  are  doing 
so  it  is  little  use  fishing)  unless  your  line  is  well 
weighted  and  kept  down  in  the  water,  instead  of 


catching  the  "  tyee,"  as  they  are  called  locally,  you 
will  catch  the  smaller  kind  called  "cohoes,"  which 
run  any  weight  from  (ilb.  or  71b.  to  201b.  Your 
boat  must  be  kept  going  at  a  fair,  but  not  too  fast, 
pace,  and  when  one  of  these  "  tyee"  take  the  spoon 
you  can  tell  directly.  They  generallv  make  a  first 
grand  rush.  Perhaps  eighty  to  one  hundred  yards 
of  line  go  out  like  lightning,  and  woe  betide  you 
if  there  is  any  hitch,  for  if  there  unhappily  is  a 
general  "  smash-up '-  ensues.  After  this  they  stop, 
and  you  can  get  line  in,  and  then  they  generally 
"bore"-  down,  which  makes  a  terrible  strain  on 
the  rod.  The  first  "big  'un"  I  got  into  I  shall 
not  readily  forget.  I  had  him  on  exactly  forty- 
seven  minutes,  and  he  took  me  two  miles  down 
the  coast  before  we  could  gaff  him.  Eventually 
we  got  him  into  the  boat,  and  on  getting  homo 
he  weighed  561b.  His  dimensions  were:  length, 
4ft.  2in.,  girth  (at  shoulders),  2ft.  ()|in.,  and  his 
tail  was  exactly  llin.  across.  This  turned  out  the 
biggest  fish  I  caught.  I  got  another  441b.,  and 
then  turned  my  rod  over  to  my  wife.  She  caught 
three,  which  weighed  just  1201b.  (431b.,  401b.,  and 
371b.),  not  bad  work  for  a  lady  !  We  lost  about  a 
dozen  "  tyee "  I  should  say,  and  caught  some 
dozen  smaller  "cohoes'-' — in  the  week  about  4.501b. 
to  5001b.  of  salmon.     One  angler   there,  a  Dr. 

D  ,  who  had  been  out  every  day  for  a  month, 

caught  ninety-four,  which  weighed  37G0lb.— just 
an  average  of  40lb.  a  fish.  He  caught  one,  591b., 
but  I  believe  mine  was  the  second  largest  caught 
this  last  season.  There  were  some  twelve  other 
parties  fishing  whilst  we  were  there,  and  on  a  good 
evening  I  have  heard  reels  screeching  in  all  direc- 
tions. These  fish  are  most  excellent  eating,  and 
luckily  there  is  no  waste,  however  many  you  may 
catch,  as  the  "Siwashes"  (Indians)  are  only  too 
glad  to  have  them,  as  they  "smoke  "  them  and 
use  them  for  food  in  the  winter.  This  fishing, 
being  in  salt  water,  is  free  to  anyone  who  likes 
to  get  a  boat  and  go  out.  Of  course  this  "trail- 
ing" is  not  the  sport  fly-fishing  or  "spinning'' 
would  be.  but  to  get  a  401b.  or  501b.  salmon 
on  even  a  spoon-bait  is :  not  to  be  despised,  as 
because  you  have  hooked  him  it  by  no  means 
follows  you  have  caught  him.  Full  of  life  and 
vigour,  they  are  not  yours  till  in  the  boat,  and 
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the  number  of  spoons  left  in  fish  at  the  mouth 
of  Campbell  river  would  be  sufficient  to  start  a 
business.  The  curious  thing  is  directly  they  leave 
the  salt  water  it  is  absolutely  useless  to  fish  for 
them.  I  was  by  a  pool  not  300  yards  from  th« 
actual  mouth  of  the  river,  full  of  these  big  fish 
rolling  about,  but  you  might  have  just  as  well  tried 
to  catch  salmon  in  the  round  pond  at  Kensington 
Gardens  as  get  these  fish  to  look  at  your '  spoon.: 
There  is  a  little  expense  attached  to  this  fishing.; 
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You  must  have  first-rate  tackle  and  plenty  of  it, 
and  you  must  hire  a  boat,  which  you  can  do  on  the 
spot  for  $2  (83.)  a  day.  You  want  a  man  to  row 
you  about,  and  this  is  the  most  expensive  portion, 
as  wages  are  so  high  in  this  country.  I  paid  mine, 
who  besides  rowing  me  about  cooked  for  me,  looked 
after  the  camp,  etc.,  ^3.50  per  diem — in  other  words, 
14s.  a  day  and  his  keep.  This,  of  course,  sounds 
high,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  here  the 
ordinary  labourer  can  get  $2  (8s. )  a  day  and  his  food. 
Another  thing  is  that  unlike  salmon  fishing  in 
Scotland,  where  perhaps  you  are  paying  £60  or  £90 
a  month  for  the  right  of  fishing  alone,  and  then  may 
catch  next  to  nothing,  here  you  are  absolutely 
certain  of  catching  fish  that  average  401b.  I  was 
told  of  a  fish  of  721b.  having  been  killed  with  rod 
and  line,  but  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this. 
All  the  same,  I  do  not  see  why  this  should  not 
have  been  done,  as  it  is  impossible  to  say  to 
what  weight  salmon  can  or  cannot  grow  in  salt 
water. 

Anyway,  we  had  a  delightful  trip,  and  enjoyed 
ourselves  extremely.  After  we  had  had  a  week  of 
this  fishing  I  went  out  into  the  woods  after  elk, 
where  again  I  was  successful,  but,  as  Rudyard 
Kipling  says,  that  is  another  story. 

I  would  like  to  add  that  all  the  fish  above 
referred  to  were  caught  on  a  rod  made  by  those 
well-known  and  first-class  makers  Messrs.  Hardy 
Bros.,  Alnwick.  It  was  a  greenheart  spinning  rod, 
which  they  call  the  "Murdoch,"  llift.  long,  and  a 
better  rod  I  never  handled.  My  lines,  reels,  etc., 
were  all  from  the  same  firm,  and  gave  me  every 
satisfaction,  a  highly  important  item  when  playing 
a  50\h.  salmon.  W,  H.j  CuNLiFFEi 

Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
October,  1903. 

[It  is  not  often  that  a  lady  beats  Mrs.  Cunliffe's 
three  fish  weighing  1201b.;  the  431b.  fish  was  on 
thirty-seven  minutes,  and  Mrsj  Cunliffe  had  no 
Kelp  whatever,  and  brought  the  fish  to  the  gaff 
herself.  Colonel  Cunliffe  ought  to  have  sent  her 
portrait  with  the  fish.j  His  56-pounder  is  a  grand 
fish,— Ed.] 


SEVENTEEN  SEA-TEOUT. 


It  is  not  everywhere  that  one  has  the  opportunity 
of  catching  sea-trout  by  rod  and  line  in  the  sea. 
In  Shetland,  however,  this  may  be  done  by  any 
angler.  When  they  are  got,  before  entering"  fresh 
water,  they  are  at  their  very  best,  and  accordingly 
give  better  sport  than  when  taken  far  inland. 
They  are  not  soft  and  limp  through  having 
travelled  a  distance  up  a  river,  or  poor  in  con- 
dition by  lack  of  feeding  or  bad  appetite.  When 
they  congregate  in  shoals,  at  the  mouths  of  the 
larger  burns  running  into  the  voes,  or  tidal 
estuaries,  so  common  in  Shetland,  good  sport  is 
to  be  had.  This  group  of  islands  is  particularly 
suited  for  sea- trout  from  a  variety  of  causes. 
Lochs  and  burns  innumerable,  tidal  lochs  and 
voes,  "geos,"  as  the  smaller  rocky  inlets  are  called, 
all  form  harbours  for  these  fish.  They  have  many 
enemies  to  contend  with,  but  manage  to  exist  in 
goodly  numbers  for  all,  and  were  it  not  for  the 
illegal  netting  that  goes  on,  the  possibilities  might 
be  great  indeed. 

The  strength  and  purity  of  the  ocean  currents 
round  these  islands  will  encourage  the  appetite  of 
the  fish,  and  the  abundance  of  feeding  matter  would 
supply  the  most  voracious  of  their  kind.  From 
these  and  other  causes  the  sea-trout  here  are  perhaps 
better  than  the  usual  kind  found  in  the  east  coast 
rivers  of  Scotland.  As  sea-trout  are  diminishing  in 
numbers  very  rapidly,  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  pisciculturists  and  others  to  come  here  in  the 
spawning  season  and  secure  some  ova  from  the 
large  fish  that  enter  the  burns  and  lochs.  They 
seem  to  be  remarkably  healthy  and  attain  a  large 
size.  The  heaviest  I  saw  weighed  121b.,  and  I  have 
caught  them  up  to  101b.,  and  heard  of  others  much 
beyond  these  weights.  The  fishing  rights  in  many 
ot  the  burns  could  be  secured  for  a  low  rental  com- 
pared with  other  localities,  but  anyone  renting  water 
here  should  try  the  water  before  entering  into  any 
agreement  where  money  is  a  consideration.  One 
gentleman,  at  least,  met  with  great  disappointment 
last  season  through  renting  a  burn  which  is  poached 
and  netted  persistently.  The  petty  landlords  of 
Shetland  take  little  or  no  care  to  prevent  poaching 
and  in  certain  cases  often  lend  a  hand  themselves' 


These,  however,  are  not  unwilling  to  make  some 
money  by  letting  their  house  and  fishing  rights  to 
anglers  who  have  to  be  content  with  poachers' 
leavings.    In  many  places  the  fishings  are  now 
being  cared  for  properly,  and  if  this  was  done  all 
over  the  islands  both  anglers  and  natives  would 
profit  thereby.     On  many  occasions  during  last 
season  I  had  splendid  sport  with  sea-trout  in  the 
voes.     One  day  in  July  I  made  a  fairly  good 
basket  in  a  few  hours'  fishing.    Two  burns  enter 
this  voe  at  the  head,  and  there  is  also  a  large  tidal 
loch  which  is  never  dry,  even  with  the  lowest  tides. 
A  smaller  loch  is  near  the  mouth  of  the  larger  burn, 
but  it  is  always  empty,  or  nearly  so,  at  low  water. 
The  voe  itself  is  a  particularly  fine  feeding  ground 
for  the  fish,  having  a  sandy  bottom  with  clumps 
of  weed  here  and  there  throughout,  as  well  as 
round  the  margin.     Its  entrance  is  rocky,  with 
immense  sea-worn  stones  lying  all  around.  These 
different  lurking  places  all  contain  the  food  required 
to  bring  the  fish  into  fighting  form  and  keep  them 
so.    Having  an  abundance  of  food  close  at  hand, 
without  being  too  much  confined,  they  seldom  stray 
very  far  away,  and  are  to  be  got  here  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.     Of  course,  they  are 
brought  closer  together  during  and   before  the 
season  for  entering  fresh  water.    A  curious  circum- 
stance is  noted  here.    The  large  fish,  although 
present  along  with  their  smaller  companions,  do 
not  enter  the  burns  along  with  them  as  a  rule. 
They  enter  the  tidal  loch,  and  often  move  out  and 
in  until  they  are  almost  ready  to  spawn,  and  enter 
the  larger  bum  very  late  in  the  season,  when  there 
IS  generally  plenty  of  water  to  let  them  run  inland. 
When  they  are  so  far  advanced  towards  spawning 
they  do  not  rise  very  readily  to  the  fly,  especially 
in  fresh  water,  where  their  appetite  appears  to 
diminish.    I  started  fishing  near  the  head  of  the 
voe  in  question  at  about  the  time  of  high-water, 
and  gradually  made  my  way  along  a  stony  beach. 
Having  _  a    few    fresh    sand-eels    that    I  had 
caught  in  the  morning,  I  used  these  on  a  tackle 
made  for  the  purpose.    Three  fish  were  got  here, 
ranging  from  ^Ib.  to   l|lb.  apiece,  and   then  I 
arrived  at  a  little  bay  where  a  few  fish  were  rising 
now  and  then.    They  proved  to  be  smaller  than 
finnock  or  herling,  and  were  really  the  link  between 
the  smolt  and  grilse  stage  of  the  sea-trout.  These 
small  fish  took  the  last  of  my  sand-eels  greedily, 
and  would  rush  at  the  bait  after  missing  it  very 
eagerly.    None  reaching  Jib.,   I  returned  them. 
When  they  are  under  this  weight  they  seem  to 
move  about  in  small  scattered  shoals  in  the  tidal 
water,  and  keep  apart  from  the  larger  fish.  The 
tide  now  began  to  fall,  and  I  went  round  to  the 
other  side  of  the  voe;    This  took  some  time  as  the 
way  was  rough  and  roundabout— over  broken  peat 
banks,  and  along  the  shore  of  the  smaller  tidal  loch. 
I  crossed  the  two  burns,  and  got  over  the  outlet  of 
the  larger  of  the  lochs  by  means  of  large  stepping 
stones.    It  was  not  yet  filled  up,  although  the 
tide  was  ebbing,  as  the  inlet  is  not  over  a  few 
yards  in  width  and  very  shallow.    One  or  two 
fish  would  give  a  plunge  now  and  again  within, 
frequently  throwing  themselves  clear  above  the 
surface  of  the  water.    I  got  one  of  about  lib. 
in  this  loch,  and  again  turned  back  to  the  voe. 
After  my  natural  sand-eels  gave  out,  I  fixed  on  an 
artificial  one,  and  two  feet  further  up  the  cast  an 
artificial  shrimp,  and  recommenced  fishing.  Another 
four  fish  were  taken  out,  one  after  the  other,  with 
the  artificial  sand-eel.    Seeing  a  fair  sized  fish  rise 
clear  from  the  water,  I  cast  over  the  place  where 
he  showed.    After  a  cast  or  two  he  rose  and  fixed 
himself.    Once  or  twice  he  threw  himself,  and  took 
savage  rushes  towards  a  clump  of  weeds  growing 
on  a  rock  rising  from  the  bottom  of  the  voe.  I 
had  to  hold  him  pretty  hard,  as  once  or  twice  he 
almost  succeeded  in  reaching  it.    When  I  held,  he 
tugged  and  shook  the  line  after  the  usual  manner 
of  his  kind,  and  tried  to  break  free  or  loosen  the 
hold.    He  gradually  yielded  to  the  pressure  of  the 
rod,  and  came  to  the  gaff  at  last.    He  was  the  best 
fish  I  got  that  day,  and  weighed  a  trifle  under  31b., 
and  was  short  and  finely  modelled.     The  tide 
was  now  moving  out  nicely,  and  the  fish  were 
beginning   to  fall   back  with  it.     At  one  part 
of  this  voe  a  narrow  tongue  of  gravel  juts  out 
about  sixty  or  eighty  yards,  and  the  tide  moves 
past  this  with  a  gentle  current.    From  this  point 
many  good  fish  are  to  be  got  at  this  time  of  the 
year  either  by  wading  or  from  boats.    The  water 
IS  very  weedy  and  not  very  deep,  and  after  the 
tide  has  ebbed  for  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half 
the  best  chances  are  to  be  got.    I  fished  from  this 


point  and  got  another  pounder,  with  one  or  two 
undersized  fellows,  which  were  returned.     My  cast 
got  hung  up  in  a  clump  of  weeds  through  trying 
for  a  fish  that  showed  himself  just  beyond  them. 
It  snapped  as  I  was  trying  to  free  it,  and  some 
time  was  spent  in  repairing  the  damage.  After 
this  was  done  a  large  seal  raised  himself  in  the 
water  to  take  a  look  at  what  was  going  on.  These 
creatures  do  an  immense  amount  of  harm  in 
devouring  fish  which  collect  in  the  inlets.  When 
fish  collect  in  the  voes  the  seals  soon  discover  them, 
and  are  usually  present  when  there  is  a  chance  of 
getting  a  feed  of  sea-trout.    When  a  few  of  these 
marauders  are  cruising  about  it  must  have  any- 
thing but  a  reassuring  sensation  to  the  fish,  and  keep 
them  continually  on  the  outlook  for  suspicious  signs. 
During  what  was  considered  the  best  part  of  last 
season,  three  or  more  large  seals  put  in  an  appear- 
ance in  this  voe,  and  very  few  trout  were  got  about 
that  time.    Whether  they  caught  the  majority  or 
scared  them  away  remains  to  be  proved ;  but  one 
thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  that  three  seals  can 
devour  a  good  few  pounds  of  fish  in  a  day.  Other 
circumstances  not  noticed  at  the  time  might  have 
kept  the  fish  away,  but  certainly  the  seals  did  not 
improve  matters.    However,  I  kept  on  fishing  but 
did  not  get  anything  until  the  tide  fell  sufficiently 
to  bring  the  fish  along  to  the  point  where  I  was. 
At  the  edge  of  a  weedy  patch  I  got  a  fish  of  IJlb., 
and  then  another,  a  few  feet  away,  of  fib.  These 
last  made  for  the  heavy  weed  'growths  immediately 
on   being   hooked,   and   had    to    be  cautiously 
manoeuvred  through  smaller  patches  or  dragged 
over  them.     Pieces  of  green,  slimy-looking  weed 
often  stuck  to  the  cast,  and  kept  one  constantly 
picking  the  same  from  the  hooks.    One  or  two  fish 
kept  on  rising  and  knocking  at  my  flies  without 
being  struck.    I  cast  over  them  time  after  time  to 
see  what  they  were,  and  ultimately  succeeded  in 
landing  a  coalfish  of  at  least  four  inches  long. 
One  is  often  pestered  by  small  fry  rising  without 
being  fixed,  and  led  into  the  belief  that  the  same 
is  something  good,  and,  like  many  good  things, 
rather  unattainable.    Millions  of  fry  of  different 
kinds  of  sea  fish  were  on  the  coast  at  this  time, 
and  more  than  likely  small  coalfish  would  be  in  the 
majority.    A  splendid  fish  took  my  offering  as  I  ' 
was  about  to  leave  off.    Backwards  and  forwards 
he  went  at  his  own  sweet  will.    My  rod  was  pliant 
enough,  but  my  tackle  rather  light  to  check  him, 
and  he  reached  the  weeds.    He  got  past  one  clump 
without  freeing  himself,  but  succeeded  in  getting 
away  at  the  next;    The  hook  had  drawn  out  of  the 
tying  owing  to  the  silk  being  chafed  and  worn  by 
the  teeth  of  previous  captures.    Some  of  the  large 
sea-trout  have  teeth  which  are  ahnost  as  effective 
as  those  of  the  pike,  and  cause  tackle  to  wear 
out  very  soon.    Anglers  fishing  for  them  should 
examine  the  binding  of  their  hooks  from  time  to 
time,  and  change  same  when  they  become  frayed, 
or  disappointment  will  result.    After  this  tussle  I 
got  three  more  at  the  same  place,  including  a  two- 
pounder,  and  then  emptied  out  my  captures  on  the 
shingle— seventeen  sea-trout  in  the  best  of  condition. 
It  is  different  to  look  at  fish  taken  here  and  mentally 
compare  them  with  those  that  have  been  for  a  week 
or  two  in  the  peaty  waters  of  a  bum  or  hill  loch.- 
In  summer  or  autumn  they  colour  very  quickly, 
and  one  would  almost  mistake  them  for  yellow 
trout.    After  July  all  the  petty  landlords  and  some 
of  the  crofters  in  the  outlying  places  net  the  voes 
and  inlets.    The  regulation  size  of  mesh  in  the  nets 
is  not  always  adhered  to,  and  many  other  rules 
regarding  fair   fishing  are  broken  through.  In 
many  cases  this  happens  from  sheer  ignorance  as 
much  as  from  the  fact  that  there  is  no  one  on  the 
spot  to  see  the  fishery  board  regulations  enforced. 
Old  herring  nets  are  often  used  for  taking  sea-trout, 
as  these  are  easily  got  in  Shetland,  but  as  most  of 
the  natives  are  fishermen,  they  are  able  to  mesh 
nets  for  the  purpose.    One  net  I  saw  contained  a 
patch  in  the  centre  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
its  length,  and  the  said  patch  was  fully  half  an 
inch  less  than  the  proper  size  of  mesh.    This  and  a 
few  other  tricks  could,  to  some  extent,  be  ended  if 
an  officer  were  appointed  to  enforce  rules  and  take 
a  look  round  occasionally.:  Black  Beetle. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  E.eady, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "Tlie  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian  "  of  the  Pishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. , 
St.  Duustan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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"SPUMOUS  WEITINGS  ABOUT 
ANGLING  AND  NATUKE." 


Mr.  Kipling  will  be  amused  at  the  following 
attempt  by  a  Mr.  L.  F.  Brown  to  wipe  up  America 
with  his  body.  English  anglers  had  evidently 
better  not  use  traces  when  fishing  over  there  if 
they  do  not  want  to  be  lashed  by  Mr.  Brown  in 
Forest  and  Streami  Will  some  of  our  readers  who 
have  fished  in  Canada  tell  us  if  Mr.  Brown  is  right 
in  his  oarpings  ?    We  doubt  it.; 

Spurious  Writings  about  Angling 
'  AND  Nature. 

It  is  astounding  that  so  much  covinterfeit  writing 
about  sport  and  Nature  passes  for  super-excellent 
work.  Some  writers  actually  boast  of  their  blind- 
ness to  Nature's  beauty  and  grace,  and  secure  admi- 
ration as  ''realists."  Worse,  other  writers  rhapsodise 
about  that  beauty  in  the  language  of  the  blind,  while 
their  own  writing  convicts  them  of  not  having 
visited  the  scenes  they  misdescribe. 

For  example,  here  is  an  extract  from  a  much 
exploited  poem  by  Kipling  : — 

"  Do  you  know  the  blackened  timber  ?    Do  you 
know  that  racing  stream, 
With  the  raw,  right-angled  log-jam  at  the  end. 
And  the  bar  of  sun-warmed  shingle,  where  a  man 
may  bask  and  dream 
To  the  click  of  shod  canoe-poles  round  the  Ijend  ? 
It  is  there  that  we  are  going  with  our  rods  and  reels 
and  traces. 
To  a  silent,  smoky  Indian  that  we  know  ; 
To  a  couch  of  new-pulled  hemlock,  with  the  star- 
light on  our  faces. 
For  the  Red  Gods  call  us  out,  and  we  must  go." 

The  real  log- jam  consists  of  the  mis  truth  and 
inexactness  in  this  double  quatrain. 

Stripped  of  its  rhythm-tinsel,  that  "poetry  "  is  to 
true  Nature-love  and  insight  what  a  daubed 
chromo-picture  is  to  a  painting  by  Turner.  By  what 
poetic  licence  can  readere  be  supposed  to  "  know  " 
some  imlocated  "blackened  timber"  and  "that 
racing  stream  "  ? 

No  actual  log-jam  is  "  raw,  right-angled,"  or  "  at 
the  end  "  of  such  a  stream.  It  is  a  wonderful  study 
of  hues — browns,  umbers,  faint  pinks  and  purples, 
and  dull  reds  and  yellows,  silver  of  lichens  and  green 
and  crimson  of  mosses.  Not  one  canoe-pole  in  a 
thousand  in  either  the  United  States,  India  (outside 
of  army  equipment),  Norway,  British  Columbia,  or 
any  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  of  Canada,  is  "  shod"  ; 
and  when  it  is,  it  does  not  "  click  "  ;  and  if  it  did, 
even  its  impact  on  rocks  "  round  the  bend  "  would 
not  be  heard  along  quiet  water,  much  less  in  the 
tumult  and  uproar  of  "  that  racing  stream."  Thus 
the  falsehood  makes  the  whole  word-picture  an 
affront  to  correct  taste.  Any  megaphone  "  word- 
artist  "  can  fhng  a  potfvil  of  language-paint  at  a 
canvas  ;  but  it  is  reserved  for  some  Quack  of  Error 
to  demand  that  the  resulting  rent  and  hole  in  the 
canvas,  and  the  "  splotteration  "  that  surrounds  and 
befouls  it,  shall  pass  current  for  a  magnificent  pic- 
ture,, "  tender,  grand,  and  true  !  " 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  more  false  description 
in  a  like  number  of  words  than  that  contained  in 
those  eight  lines  of  "  poetry."  Its  "  art  "  is  far 
inferior  to  the  intentionally  distorted  and  burlesque 
description,  intended  as  ridicule  of  just  such  false 
work  as  this  by  Kipling,  that  appeared  thirty  years 
ago  in  a  poem  entitled  "  Caramel  "  (burned  sugar), 
as  follows : — 

"  The  scintillant  zephyrs  gleam  ; 

The  moon  rides  over  the  rack  ; 
The  lightning  rods,  with  cream, 

Comb  their  purple  tresses  back. 
But  down  where  the  fir  trees  fume. 

And  the  mermaids  curl  their  teeth, 
Rath  corals  glide  in  gloom. 

And  the  red  moon  swords  its  sheath." 

Finally,  note  the  rough,  bungling  words,  "  It  is 
there  that  we  are  going,"  in  the  above  citation  from 
Kiphng,  and  the  pompous  conceit  of  the  words, 
"  Red  Gods  !  "  What  a  credit  and  honour  he  deems 
it  that  he  is  possessed  of  those  crimson  deities  !  What 
a  triumph  of  absurdity  to  give  such  a  name  to  the 
heart-longing,  so  natural,  simple  and  beneficent,  to 
be  right  with  Nature. 

The  word  "  traces  "  is  meaningless — an  Anglicism 
that  refers  to  a  section  of  spinning-tackle  that  is 
never  used  on  "  racing  streams  "  ;  so  "  traces  "  is 
misused  as  a  rhyme  for  "  faces."  An  Indian  is  not 
"  smoky,"  but  dark-skinned.  Real  canoeists  and 
anglers  who  are  sportsmen  would  not  "  go  "  to  the 
Indian,  but  to  the  stream.  A  "  bar  "  is  always  a 
deposit  of  alluvium  earth-sediment  which  has 
gathered  and  formed  a  mud-bank  or  island.  There 
never  was  a  "  bar  "  of  "  shingle,"  for  that  isjvery 


coarse  gravel,  or  small,  water-worn  stones,  to  which 
the  word  "  bar  "  cannot  be  correctly  applied.  (See 
Standard  Dictionary  for  definitions  of  these  words.) 
No  sportsman  would  dream  of  sitting  or  reclining  on 
such  a  hard,  hot,  uncomfortable  seat  as  "  sun- 
warmed  shingle."  "  Bask  and  dream  !  "  The  real 
words  should  have  been  "  bake  and  steam."  Neither 
do  campers  sleep  on  a  "couch"  (bed)  of  hemlock 
twigs  if  they  can  get  spruce  boughs  ;  and  when  they 
do,  there  is  no  "  starlight  on  their  faces."  They 
"  bask  "  in  that  as  they  smoke  on  some  moss-covered 
log  beside  lake  or  stream. 

In  short,  that  rhyming  is  mere  fakir  vociferation, 
squawking  of  a  brood  goose  on  addled  eggs,  self- 
conscious,  mountebank  strut  and  posing,  brazen 
assumption  by  ignorance  of  real  truth,  insight,  and 
knowledge,  bawling  claim  to  Nature-photography, 
vivid,  "  picturesque "  word-painting  and  virile 
rhyme-gospel  by  a  wonderful,  "  versatile  "  seer. 


WINTEE  FISHING. 


So  soon  as  chill  October  comes  round  I  frequently 
meet  anglers  who  put  away  their  rods  and  tackle 
for  the  season,  while  others  only  go  a-fishing  on 
those  days  when  there  are  prizes  to  be  fished  for. 
I  must  remind  young  anglers  especially  that  the 
best  fishing  for  roach,  chub,  dace,  etc.,  can  be  had 
during  the  next  four  or  five  months,  and  the  fish 
in  grand  condition.  One  of  the  best  months  is 
November,  the  weather  at  times  being  quite  warm, 
and  one  should  not  be  deterred  even  if  London  is 
enveloped  in  a  thick  fog;  Make  up  your  mind  to 
go,  and  go,  for  a  few  miles  out  the  sun  will  often 
break  through,  and  the  prospect  become  brighter 
and  brighter  as  the  distance  is  increased  until,  as 
the  poet  says — 

How  clear  the  cloudless  sky  !  how  deeply  tinged 
With  a  peculiar  blue !  the  ethereal  arch 
How  swelled  immense !  amid  whose  azure  throned 
The  radiant  sun  how  gay  !  how  calm  below. 
The  gilded  earth  ! 

I  have  been  out  on  a  similar  day  even  in 
December.  You  have  all  noticed  the  "peculiar 
blue,"  no  doubts  Most  of  this  month  the  rivers 
are  in  fair  trim,  but  even  if  in  flood  and  apparently 
thick  never  despair,  for  fish  may  be  caught  if  proper 
swims  be  selected  out  of  the  heavy  rush  of  the 
stream,  such  as  small  eddies  near  the  bank,  sandy 
slacks,  or  quiet  spots  where  a  ditch  or  small  stream 
runs  into  the  main  river,  and  even  right  up  on  the 
grass  I  have  caught  tench,  roach,  perch,  and  jack 
with  the  tail  of  a  lobworm  in  thick  water. 

I  recollect  years  ago  both  writers  and  river 
reporters  used  to  tell  their  readers  that  the  Thames 
bemg  in  flood  it  was  no  use  going  down.  What  a 
mistake  they  made,  for  with  the  exception  of  pike 
a  thick  water  is  the  bank  angler's  great  chance, 
and  should  never  be  missed;  Many  a  time  I  have 
surprised  local  anglers  by  showing  good  bags  of 
roach  when  punt  anglers  would  not  go  out- 
It  may  be  difficult  for  a  novice  to  judge  where 
the  fish  are,  but  my  advice  is  to  keep  on  the 
move  and  search  about  until  he  finds  them; 
You  will  often  find  a  lovely  bit  of  slack  water 
at  the  bends  of  a  river  for  instance,  or  in  a 
depression  or  break  on  the  slope  of  a  bank,  near 
sedges,  or  in  sheltered  places  where  the  water 
appears  like  a  looking-glass  with  a  very  gentle 
stream ;  in  short,  any  place  where  there  is  little  or 
no  disturbance.  The  worst  time  is  when  the  water 
is  chilled  after  either  hail  or  snowstorms;  snow 
broth  makes  fish  sickly  and  puts  them  off  the  feed 
for  some  time,  yet  after  a  heavy  snowfall,  if  a  frost 
should  set  in,  then  is  the  time  to  go.  It  is  not 
falling  snow  but  melted  snow  getting  into  a  river 
from  the  land  that  spoils  sport.  Many  a  good  take 
of  fish  I  have  had  during  a  fall  of  snow,  and  should 
a  frost  set  in,  sport  will  often  be  better  still.  On 
one  occasion,  for  instance,  fishing  for  roach  from 
Pangbourne  Meadows,  I  had  a  grand  take,  the  glass 
at  the  Swan  Inn  registering  12  degrees  of  frost  at 
5  p.m;  On  another  occasion,  after  a  fall  of  snow 
heavy  enough  to  block  certain  parts  of  the  Great 
Western  Railway,  I  happened  to  be  the  only  angler 
down ;  none  of  my  fellow  clubmen  would  venture  out, 
saying,  "you  will  do  no  good.'-'  I  contended  as  a 
frost  had  set  in  the  snow  would  do  no  harm,  and 
so  it  proved,  for  I  had  excellent  sport,  and,  strange 
to  say,  in  a  swim  close  to  Whitchurch  Bridge,  only 
four  feet  in  depth,  simply  selecting  that  spot  as  I 
did  not  care  to  go  further  down  stream  where  the 
water  was  deeper.  I  never  found  any  harm  come 
from  winter  fishing;  I  never  caught  a  cold — in  fact, 


by  going  out  I  have  got  rid  of  one;  Of  course,  one 
must  be  properly  clothed  for  the  job,  wearing  a 
thick  warm  woollen  under  vest,  thick  socks,  etc., 
good  Scotch  hide  watertight  boots,  and  a  leathern 
jacket  or  stout  woollen  coat;  also  have  a  piece  of 
good  cork,  two  inches  thick,  the  size  of  one's  roach 
basket,  to  put  one's  feet  on  :  it  prevents  the  damp 
striking  upwards,  and  if  strapped  across  a  box  or 
basket  seat  is  so  light  that  it  is  no  trouble  to 
carry; 

Legering  for  chub  and  using  bread  and  cheese 
paste  is  an  excellent  method  to  catch  these  shy  fish 
in  winter;    To  make  this  bait  procure  some  strong 
smelling  soft  cheese ;  then  take  the  crumb  of  a  loaf 
one  day  old,  place  it  in  a  clean  Unen  cloth,  dip  it  into 
water  ifor  a  few  seconds,  well   squeeze   out  all 
the  water  possible,  work  it  up  into  a  paste,  then 
add  the  same  amount  of  cheese  and  mix  it  well 
together ;  but  there  is  no  need  to  make  this  paste 
as  adhesive  as  one  would  for  roach  fishing,  as 
cheese  becomes  hard  in  water.    Such  paste  may  bo 
put  into  an  earthenware  jar,  corked  down,  and 
kept  fit  for  use  for  weekj;    If  the  outside  gets 
mouldy,  simply  cut  it  olf  and  work  it  up  again. 
If  I  have  any  left  after  fishing  I  never  throw  it 
away.     To   ensure   success,  a   place  should  be 
moderately  baited  a  day  or  two  before,  as  chub  are 
very  fond  of  it,  and  it  may  be  used  either  float 
fishing  off  the  ground  or  legering,  either  with  or 
without  a  bullet,  according  to  the  strength  of  the 
stream.    Never  use  a  heavier  weight  than  you  can 
help,  and  endeavour  to  cast  so  that  the  baited 
triangle  can  be  worked  into  the  swim  sooner  than 
be  thrown  at  the  quarry,  so  to  speak,  for  they  are 
most  timid  fish,  easily  frightened  ;  and  it  is  as  well 
to  play  a  chub  right  out  of  the  swim  before 
attempting  to  land  him;   A  medium  sized  triangle  is 
best  for  legering,  as  the  bait  should  be  about  the 
size  of  a  thrush's  egg.     A  weight  may  often  be 
dispensed  with  if  a  pellet  of  stiff  bread  and  bran  is 
well  squeezed  just  above  the  baited  hook  and 
allowed  to  rest  upon  the  bait.  It  helps  one  to  make 
a  long  cast,  and  the  bread  and  bran  falls  in  like 
bait.    Bullock's  pith  is  by  many  anglers  considered 
the  best  of  all  baits  for  winter  chubbing,  and  no 
doubt  it  is,  but  I  for  one  find  it  is  often  most 
difficult  to  get.    The  consequence  is,  some  anglers 
try  with  a  certain  part  of  the  brains  when  pith 
cannot  be  had,  and  it  is  best  used  with  a  float  well 
off  the  ground.    Another  excellent  bait  is  greaves, 
but  many  anglers  will  not  let  them  stew  long 
enough ;  simply  pouring  boiling  water  over  them 
until  they  are  covered,  and  letting  them  stand  all 
night,  is  so  much  waste  of  time;    I  have  seen  them 
as  hard  as  almond  rock  in  the  centre  after  this 
operation;    They  should  be  allowed  to  simmer  for 
six  or  seven  hours,  the  whitest  pieces  taken  out 
with  a  stick  for  the  hook,  and  the  remaiader  saved 
for  ground- bait,  cut  up   very  small,  and  used 
moderately,  never  using  any  foreign  trash.    In  my 
young  days  winter  fishing  had  a  charm  I  could  not 
resist.    I  would  turn  out  of  bed  at  .5  a.m.  and  go 
to  Broxbourne,  Rye  House,  or  St;  Margaret's  by 
the  first  train.    No  matter  what  the  weather,  there 
was  generally  a  fair  muster  of  anglers,  who  used  to 
meet  at  a  coffee-house  called  the  Indian  Chief; 
There  was  something  like  sport  to  be  had  in  those 
days,  201b.  to  301b.  takes  of  roach  being  common; 
Now  anglers  say  it  is  no  use  trying  in  the  Lea,  it  is 
fished  out    For  a  long  period  sport  has  been  bad, 
no  doubt  owing  to  so  many  dry  summers,  but 
I  am  convinced  there  is  still  plenty  of  good 
fish    left  —  for  instance,   the    capture   of  good 
roach  at  Broxbourne  and  tench  at  St.  Margaret's 
recently.     After  several  dry  summers  no  doubt 
such   a  river  breeds   a  vast  amoimt  of  natural 
food,    and    it    requires    a    thorough  scouring. 
In   raking   a   favourite  spot   to   make   a  clear 
swim  I  examined  the  weeds  I  pulled  out,  and 
found  an  immense  number  of  small  green  worms, 
too  small  to  use  on  a  hook,  but  no  doubt  much 
appreciated  by  the  fish.     The  weeds  growing  so 
strong,  it  is  only  after  repeated  floods  one  can  get 
a  chance  to  make  a  good  bag.    Take  the  stretch 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Beane  down  stream, 
for  instance,  the  weeds  are  fearfully  strong  and 
very  numerous. 

Fishing  in  a  Fog. — In  a  fog  one  gets  plenty  of 
damp,  and  one  also  gets  quiet,  and  this  is  just  the 
thing  for  roaching.  One  morning  several  of  us 
left  London  in  as  dense  a  fog  as  I  remember.  Charles 
Dickens  describes  a  similar  London  fog  somewhere; 
Trains  were  much  delayed,  it  took  over  two  hours  to 
get  as  far  as  Broxbourne,  and  it  remained  with  us  all 
day;   We  could  not  see  across  the  Lea,  and  our  walk 
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back  at  night  was  positively  dangerous.  Several 
anglers  lost  their  way,  wandered  into  the  meadows, 
and  had  a  fearful  job  to  find  the  station,  one  of  them 
falling  into  a  ditch;  Yet  the  sport  was  excellent, 
bags  of  roach  ranging  from  8lb.  to  351b.,  most  of 
them  good  fish ;  and  yet  how  often  have  I  heard 
anglers  say  it  is  no  use  fishing  in  a  fog.  This  is  all 
rubbish,  for  I  have  had  excellent  sport  when  the 
weather  has  been  foggy. 

It  is  always  easy  to  argue  for  our  own  cause,  and 
anglers  who  have  not  the  pluck  to  go  out  in  foggy 
weather  persuade  themselves  that  it  is  so  much 
waste  of  time,  but  those  young  anglers  who  can 
stand  the  weather  I  advise  them  to  take  no  notice 
of  such  butterfly  fishermen,  but  try  for  themselves, 
and  I  do  not  think  they  will  be  disappointed. 

Enthusiast, 


NEWTOWN  STEWART,  CO.  TYRONE, 
AS  A  SALMON  FISHING  CENTRE  FOR 
THE  ANGLER  OF  SMALL  MEANS. 


Sir, — So  many  of  your  readers  inquire  through 
your  columns  where  places  of  the  above  description 
are  to  be  found  in  these  isles,  cheap  and  productive 
of  good  sport  and  not  involving  a  long  and  expensive 
journey  to  get  there,  that  I  am  tempted — if  only  in 
token  of  gratitude  for  the  nice  time  that  I  had  at 
this  particular  village  in  July  and  August  last 
(three  weeks  in  all),  during  which  I  (who  have 
spent  the  best  part  of  my  life  in  India,  and  can 
only  boast  of  two  years'  experience  as  a  salmon 
fisher)  caught  sixteen  fish,  averaging  71b.  each,  and 
lest  fifteen  (of  which  five  through  the  fault  of  an 
unskilful  gillie)— to  describe  the  claims  of  this  Irish 
Newtown  Stewart  (for  there  is  another  in  Scotland) 
to  the  consideration  of  those  salmon  anglers  whose 
circumstances  militate  against  an  aggregate  weekly 
expenditure,  excluding  liquors,  of  more  than  £4 10s., 
or,  if  gillie  and  cars  be  excluded,  of  more 
than  £3; 

The  fine  river,  on  the  left  bank  of  which  Newtown 
Stewart  stands,  has  the  confusing  peculiarity  of 
being  known  under  three  different  names — Strule, 
Mourne,  Foyle,  corresponding  to  three  different 
portions  of  its  course,  which  is  much  like  calling  a 
person  Jack  in  the  forenoon,  Harry  in  the  afternoon, 
and  Richard  towards  bedtime.  We  are  here  only 
concerned  with  the  Strule-Mourne  and  its  beautiful 
tributary  the  Glenelly,  which  enters  the  former  on  the 
right  bank,  barely  a  mile  above  Newtown  Stewart. 
To  put  the  matter  briefly,  the  portion  of  the  main 
river  dealt  with  in  this  letter  is  all  Mourne  below  the 
junction  of  the  Glenelly,  and  all  Strule  above  that 
point. 

Newtown  Stewart  is  finely  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  best  salmon  pools  leased  and  preserved  on  the 
above  two  rivers  by  the  Bann  and  Foyle  Fishery 
Company — that  is  to  say,  we  have  above  the  village 
three  miles  or  so  of  both  banks  of  the  Strule- 
Mourne,  and  about  the  same  length  of  both  banks 
of  the  Mourne  below  the  village,  while  facing 
it  we  have  several  miles  of  both  banks  of  the 
Glenelly. 

The  company  employs  a  number  of  bailiffs  to 
protect  its  property,  to  see  that  only  rod  fishing  is 
resorted  to,  that  only  authorised  persons  fish,  and 
that  no  illegal  acts  are  committed ;  and  it  has 
established  a  hatchery  a  short  distance  from 
Newtown  Stewart,  whence  thousands  of  young 
salmon  are  annually  sent  to  replenish  the  river 
system  over  which  its  rights  extend. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  expenditure  thus 
involved,  and  the  excellence  of  the  sport  to  be 
obtained,  as  measured  not  merely  by  my  own 
experience,  but  by  your  published  reports  for  the 
season,  the  company's  charges  for  rod  fishing  for 
salmon — I  really  don't  know  what  they  are  for 
trout — seem  to  me  wonderfully  small,  namely,  £4 
for  the  entire  season  (commencing,  I  think,  with 
April,  and  ending  on  Oct.  10),  lOs.  a  week,  and 
28.  6d.  a  day,  the  angler  retaining  all  his  fish.  Of 
course,  a  salmon  licence  has  to  be  taken  out  (£1 
for  the  season,  and  presumably  less  for  periods  of 
a  week  or  a  month,  but  of  this  I  am  not  sure) ; 
but,  unlike  similar  licences  elsewhere  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Irish  salmon  licence  at  least  covers 
the  entire  country — from  Kerry  in  the  south  to 
Donegal  in  the  north.  The  company's  season, 
weekly,  and  daily  permits  are  sold  at  the  Newtown 
Stewart  post-office. 

There  are  three  hotels  in  the  village,    I  stayed 


myself  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  which  I  can  confidently 
recommend.  I  found  it  clean  and  comfortable, 
the  table  excellent,  the  bathroom  roomy  and  com- 
modious, and  the  management  most  attentive  and 
obliging,  while  the  inclusive  tariff  was  only  63.  6d. 
a  day.  Cars  and  liquor  were  my  sole  extras,  but 
only  on  a  few  occasions  did  I  find  it  advisable  to 
drive,  as  when,  the  Strule-Mourne  being  out  of 
order  for  the  fly,  I  was  induced  to  go  some  miles 
up  the  Glenelly  and  fish  down.  And  here  I  may 
point  out  that  not  the  least  attraction  about 
Newtown  Stewart  is  that  when  the  main  river  is 
too  high  and  discoloured  to  give  much  promise  of 
a  good  day's  sport  with  the  fly,  whether  in  pursuit 
of  salmon  or  of  trout,  the  smaller  Glenelly  is 
frequently  in  good  fishing  condition,  and  vice  versa  ; 
also  that,  whereas  the  Strule-Mourne  sometimes 
takes  a  couple  of  days  to  recover  from  a  flood,  the 
Glenelly  in  the  same  circumstances  is  itself  again 
in  half  a  day. 

The  Glenelly  is  a  very  delightful  little  river,  and 
its  wooded,  rocky  upper  reaches  are  most  charming, 
but  though  it  contains  a  fair  number  of  salmon  in 
the  summer  months,  and  possibly  more  later  on, 
and  certainly  a  larger  proportion  of  white  trout 
than  the  main  river,  and  that  the  former  affords 
splendid  sport  in  the  difficult  gorges  above  and 
below  the  Meetings  pool,  it  will  not  bear  comparison 
with  the  Strule-Mourne  ;  and  there  is,  consequently, 
no  occasion  for  car  drives  in  this  direction  so 
long  as  the  principal  river  keeps  in  good  fishing 
order.    And  with  reference  to  the  Strule-Mourne, 
it  will  be  seen  further  on,  if  I  have  not  said 
so  already,  that   the  cream  of  the  fishing  lies 
within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  hotels.  Pro- 
portionately to  the  size  and  depth  of  the  two  rivers 
exceptionally  small  salmon  flies  are  used — at  least 
in  the  summer  months — and  the  sizes  of  these 
again  have  to  be  frequently  changed  during  a  day's 
fishing  for  flies  a  trifle  larger  or  a  trifle  smaller 
according  to  the  very  variable  depth  of  the  pools 
and  the  altered  circumstances  of  locality,  time,  and 
weather.    And  it  is  not  easy  for  a  stranger  to 
decide  for  himself  the  depth  of  the  waters  angled 
by  him,  for  their  peaty  colour  conceals  their  depth. 
The  size  of  the  fly  being  the  most  important 
consideration  for  success  in  these  waters,  I  am 
accordingly  induced  to  advise  all  intending  visitors 
for  the  first  time  to  secure  the  services  of  a  gillie, 
who  is,  or  has  been,  himself  in  the  habit  of  fishing 
these  rivers,  and  who  is  in  a  position  to  suggest 
the  "correct  fly"  under  all  circumstances,  and  to 
give  his  reasons  for  his  selection.    My  gillie,  a  lad 
of  some  eighteen  years,  was  no  fool  on  this  subject, 
but  of  the  proper  use  of  the  gaff  he  knew  nothing. 
By  arrangement  I  gave  him  Is.  6d.  a  day  and  his 
lunch,  which  cost  me  9d.^ — total,  23.  3d. — to  which 
I  added  an  old  suit  of  clothes  when  I  left.  The 
principal  local  anglers  seem  to  dispense  with  an 
attendant  altogether,  although  to  be  burdeued  for 
long  with  three  to  six  salmon,  weighing  20lb.  to 
501b.,  cannot  be  a  pleasant  experience.    I  know  of 
a  man  who  concealed  his  one  fish,  but  when  he 
retraced  his  steps  it  was  gone;  but,  of  course,  there 
is  safety  in  numbers,  and  I  would  prefer  myself  to 
lose  one  out  of  six  than  be  burdened  for  perhaps 
half  a  day  with  the  round  half  dozen.    In  any  case, 
the  newly  arrived  visitor  cannot  well  dispense  with 
a  gillie,  and  that  for  reasons  previously  explained. 
Personally,  I  was  fortunate  in  discovering  in  Mr. 
James  Roche,  the  son  of  the  hotel  proprietor,  who 
is  a  solicitor  in  practice  at  the  neighbouring  county 
town  of  Omagh,  but  has  an  occasional  day  on  the 
river,  an  experienced  salmon  angler  familiar  from 
boyhood  with  every  yard  of  the  Newtown  Stewart 
waters,  and  this  gentleman  not  only  gave  me  precise 
information  concerning  the  pools,  the  flies,  and 
sizes  of  fly  suited  to  their  varied  conditions,  but 
arranged  for  my  being  well  equipped  in  this  respect. 
And  here  let  me  warn  intending  visitors  that  the 
only  English  flies  which  I  found  to  be  of  any  use 
on  these  rivers  were  the  Silver  Doctor  and  the  Silver 
Wilkinson  for  heavy,  discoloured  waters,  and,  occa- 
sionally only,  the  Butcher  and  Jock  Scott.    I  would 
even  dispense  in  future  with  the  two  latter  and  place 
entire  reliance  in  the  first  two  flies,  assisted,  for 
ordinary  purposes,  by  the  two  capital  local,  and 
locally  made,  flies  known  as  the  Purple  Peewit  and 
the  Rainbow — the  latter  preferably  for  high  and 
somewhat  discoloured  waters.'  They  are  in  universal 
use  in  the  Newtown  Stewart  rivers,  and  most  killing. 
I  brought  quite  a  museum  of  English  and  Scotch 
flies  with  me,  but  after  giving  all  my  old  favourites 
a  trial,  I  virtually  threw  them  aside  with  the  few 
exceptions  named  above.     These  local  flies  are 


excellently  tied  by  Pat  Mathers,  of  Abbey-street, 
Omagh,  himself  an  expert  fisherman,  for  the  very 
moderate  charge  of  6d.  for  the  small  and  9d.  for 
the  larger  summer  sizes,  and  they  should  be  avail- 
able at  these  prices  from  the  hotels. 

A  dropper,  tied  on  four  inches  of  gut,  at  a  distance 
of  2|ft.  to  3ft.  from  the  tail  fly,  is  in  general  use 
by  Newtown  Stewart  salmon  anglers,  although  I 
came  across  one  local  angler  who  had  recently 
discarded  the  practice  owing  to  its  obvious  perils. 
I  adopted  it,  if  only  to  form  my  own  conclusions  on 
the  subject,  with  the  result  that  four  only  of  my 
sixteen  fish  were  caught  on  the  dropper,  and  that 
the  dangers  of  the  practice  in  my  opinion  out- 
weighed its  advantages.  I  never  succeeded  in 
getting  two  fish  on  at  the  same  time,  nor  did  I 
meet  with  a  man  who  had  enjoyed  that 
experience. 

I  did  not  try  for  either  white  or  brown  trout, 
although  I  frequently  caught  a  few  of  the  former 
on  my  salmon  flies,  invariably  so  when  fishing  the 
Glenelly,  none  exceeding  a  pound  and  a  half,  how- 
ever. As  for  brown  trout,  I  question  whether 
there  are  many  in  these  waters.  The  flax  water  - 
nuisance  kills  them  off,  although  it  merely  sickens 
the  salmon  for  a  time,  and  indisposes  them  to  rise 
to  the  fly.  The  worm  and  absence  of  restriction  in 
regard  to  size  do  the  rest,  I  am  afraid. 

It  is  not  easy  to  understand  why  so  large  a  river 
as  the  Foyle-Mourne -Strule  should  only  receive 
summer  and  autumn  salmon,  and  these  but  rarely 
exceeding  15lb.,  when  the  smaller  Lennon,  which 
empties  itself  into  the  same  sea  at  no  great  distance 
off,  is  a  noted  spring  salmon  river,  and  can  boast 
of  301b.  fish.  However  this  may  be,  the  Lennon,  a 
sluggish,  canal-shaped  river  over  much  of  its  course, 
is  of  small  account  to  the  salmon  angler  in  dry 
summer  weather  when  its  waters  are  low  and  there 
is  no  gale  of  wind  to  ruffle  the  placid  surfaces 
confined  within  its  high  banks.  At  least  this  was 
my  impression  after  a  fortnight's  stay  in  July  at 
Mr.  Taylor's  most  comfortable  and  reasonable 
(63.  6d.  a  day,  and  free  fishing  for  several  miles  on 
lakes  and  river)  hotel  at  Kihnacrenan,  during 
which  I  saw  lots  of  salmon,  but  only  succeeded  in 
hooking  one. 

The  Mourne-Strule  and  Glenelly  rivers  are  quite 
different.  Owing  to  the  rapidity  of  their  currents 
and  the  frequent  sudden  falls  in  their  rocky  uneven 
beds,  they  contain  numerous  pools  that  remain 
fishable  imder  conditions  of  weather  which  would 
be  hopeless  elsewhere,  while  under  normal  conditions 
few  rivers,  I  imagine,  provide  such  a  quick  suc- 
cession of  tempting  spots  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  salmon  angler.  No  long  tramps  here  from  one 
pool  to  another,  and  the  angler  can  be  hard  at  it 
from  early  morn  till  dusk  without  covering  more 
than  three  miles  of  ground.  And  the  best  pools  lie 
so  near  to  the  village  (fifteen  to  thirty  minutes' 
walk)  that  even  cripples  should  here  be  able  to 
enjoy  themselves  without  undue  physical  effort 
other  than  what  may  be  involved  in  the  wielding 
of  a  16ft.  to  18ft.  salmon  rod  in  usually  open  and 
pleasant  meadow-land  free  from  obstructions. 

Even  wading  (and  wading  trousers  are  here 
wanted,  if  anything  of  the  kind),  though  advan- 
tageous in  many  places,  is  hardly  anywhere 
indispensable,  and  some  of  the  best  pools,  such 
as  the  Rocks,  the  Rectory  pools,  the  Bloomery, 
etc.,  cannot  be  waded  at  all,  or  only  to  a 
small  extent.  Moreover,  the  fatigue  and  perils  of 
wading  are  great  owing  to  the  extreme  slipperiness 
of  the  medley  of  stones  and  rocks  which  floor  the 
bottom,  and  the  deep  holes  into  which  a  false  step 
may  precipitate  the  luckless  angler. 

In  my  list  of  pools,  for  the  completeness  and 
accuracy  of  which  I  will  not  vouch,  although  I 
laboured  to  make  it  both,  I  have  put  a  f  opposite 
the  pools  which  aie  held  in  high  esteem,  and  ft 
opposite  those  which  are  considered  to  be  the  best 
of  all. 

I  have  had  to  put  in  the  distances  from  memory, 
and  they  are  merely  intended  to  afford  a  rough 
idea  of  the  distance  which  the  visitor  would  have 
to  travel  from  his  hotel  to  reach  the  ground  chosen 
by  him.  Consequently,  the  actual  intervals  between 
two  or  more  pools  is  not  intended  to  be  accurately 
given  in  the  table. 

Newtown  Stewart  is  but  a  village,  and  contains 
but  few  shops ;  it  is,  therefore,  advisable  for  the 
visitor  to  be  independent  of  local  facilities  for 
replenishing  his  tobacco-pouch,  his  supply  of  tooth- 
powder,  etc.,  for  any  of  which  and  similar  luxuries 
the  unprovided  stranger  would  have  to  take  train 
for  the  county  town  of  Omagh,  which  is  distant 
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ten  miles  from  Newtown  Stewart.  Even  in  the 
matter  of  salmon  flies  it  would  be  advisable  to 
arrange  beforehand  with  the  hotel  proprietor,  as 
his  stock  may  be  exhausted,  and  Pat  Mathers 
reluctant  to  leave  the  river  bank  for  the  less  profit- 
able and  less  enjoyable  pursuit  of  fly  tying. 

LIST  OF  SALMON  POOLS   ON  THE 
NEWTOWN  STEWART  WATERS. 
A — Above  Newtown  Stewart. 

Approximate 
distance  in 

^--^  NameofPooI. 

the  shortest 
route. 

Mourne          tfThe  Springwell  

 ttThe  Skaw  

  The  Lady's  Pool  |  i- 

.,    Wooden  Bridge  Pool  I 

,,    McCaney's  Pool   } 

  tfThe  Meetings  (junction  of) 

Glenelly  with  Strule-Moume)  >  i 

Strule   fTapahill  Pool   j 

„    tfThe  Rectory   Pools  (some 

four  or  five  in  number)  f 

,   fThe  Long  Pool   1 

  flsland  Pool    1 1 

„    f fBloomery  Pool   1 J 

„    McCrossan's  Pool    2 

,   The  Mill  Pool    2J 

„    fBlack  Rock  Bridge  Pool  ...  2| 

B — Below  Newtown  Stewaet. 

Mourne   Buckety  Pool    J 

„    Station  Pool   i 

,,    Swallow  Pool    ^ 

,,    fGardiner's  Pool    | 

,,    IjThe  Rocks,  comprising  \ 

(i)  The  Upper  Stream  I 

(ii)  The  Rough  Stream  I 

(iii)  The  Kevitt 

(iv)  The  White  Stream  \  1^ 

(v)  The  Parlour  / 

(vi)  The  Stockey  Pool  I 

(vii)  The  Broad  Stream  / 

(viii)  The  Hospital  / 

  Bunyeban  Pool   IJ 

  ttBlackstone  Pool   2 

IBunyeroad  Pool   2J 


Lingagurk  Pool   )  „i 

fDoak's  Stream  /  - 


„    Claddock's  Pool  ^   3 

  Carlin'a  Pool    3^ 

,   fHollybush  Pool    3| 

C — In  the  Glenelly 
(descending  from  junction  of  Glenelly 
and  Owenkillew). 

Glenelly         tfThe  Meetings   

  j-The  Skawl  Bawn  Pool  ... 

  fThe  Wood  Pool    3i 

  Conwell's  Pool   3i 

,,    Bomacatanv  Pool   "I  „ 

,   tThe  Bridge  Pool  / 

  tThe  Mill  Pool    2^ 

  Crawford's  Pool    2J 

  Riding  Stick  Pool    2 

,   Donnell's  Streams    IJ 


The  Boat  Pool.:   1 

tThe  Creels   | 

E.  P.  Dansey. 

LOCH  LEVEN. 


The  directors  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling 
Association,  Limited,  issued  their  twenty-ninth 
annual  report  to  the  shareholders  on  Oct.  15  for 
the  year  ending  Sept.  19  last.  The  gross  receipts 
for  the  past  year,  including  interest  on  the  revenue 
account,  amount  to  £1322  13s.  7d.,  showing  a 
decrease  of  £990  14s.  3d.  There  was  received  for 
boat  hire  £1158  13s;  6d.,  or  £1079  3s,  less  than 


last  year,  while  the  income  for  pike  sold  was 
£129  3s.  8d.,  compared  with  £42  Ss.  6d.  during  the 
previous  season.    There  was  received  for  the  sale 
of  trout  £14  8s.,  being  the  same  as  last  year,  while 
£6  28.  Id.  was  received  for  perch,  an  increase  of 
£3  4s.  Id.    After  providing  for  all  the  fixed  rents 
and   other  charges  there   remains   the  sum  of 
£338  16s.  lOd.  to  meet  the  rent  for  the  trout  fishing 
for  the  past  season,  being  £461  3s.  2d.  short  of  the 
minimum  rent.    There  was  carried  forward  from 
last  year  a  balance  of  £600  lis.  7d.,  to  which  there 
falls  to  be  added  £32 ,5s.  Id.  of  interest  on  the  invested 
paid-up  capital,  making  together  £632  1  63.  8d..  less 
£2  5s.  5d.  found  due  to  the  proprietor  on  the  expiry 
of  the  present  lease.    In  consequence  of  the  heavy 
loss  on  the  revenue  account,  the  directors  are  unable 
to  recommend  the  payment  of  any  dividend,  and 
suggest  that  the  whole  balance  be  carried  forward 
to  next  account.    The  directors  report  that  the 
total  capture  during  the  past  season  with  the  rod 
—namely,   2002  trout,  weighing  27461b.  12oz.— 
bears  most  unpleasing  testimony  to  the  thoroughly 
unsuccessful  nature  of  last  season's  angling.  On 
tbe  other  hand,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record 
that  the  systematic  operations  for  the  extinction 
of  the  pike  have  produced  most  satisfactory  results. 
While  the  numbers  caught  indicate,  on  the  one 
hand,  perhaps,  the  most  prominent  cause  of  the 
bad  season's  fishing,  it  is  hoped,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  their  elimination  may  in  the  near,  or  even 
immediate,  future  redress  the  adverse  balance  of 
the  past  season.    The  drift  nets  in  particular  have 
proved  most  useful,  and  the  pursuit  of  the  pike  by 
these  as  well  as  other  means  will  be  vigorously 
continued.    The  American  weed,  to  which  so  much 
reference  has  been  made  during  the  past  six  or 
seven  seasons,  still,  unfortunately,  infests  certain 
patches  of  the  loch,  but  it  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  so  troublesome  to  anglers  as  in  former  seasons, 
and  there  is  reason  for  the  belief  that  the  process 
of  natural  decay  which  appeared  to  have  set  in  last 
season  still  continues,  and  about  1000  acres  which 
were  unfishable  during  the  past  few  years  are  now 
practically  clear  of  the  weed.    While  the  weed  and 
the  pike  between  them  are  no  doubt  the  main 
causes  in  the  falling  away  in  the  number  of  trout 
caught,  it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  weather 
has  also  played  its  part,  the  conditions  in  this 
respect  having  been  unfortunate  almost  throughout 
the  season.    It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record 
that  during  the  last  month  of  the  past  season 
young  trout  were  seen  in  large  numbers.  The 
total  number  of  pike  caught  during  the  past  season 
was  3725,  weighing  14,074lb.,  as  compared  with 
1287,  weighing  40021b.  in  1902,  and  859,  weighing 
27671b.,  in  1901.    A  new  lease  of  five  years,  com- 
mencing at  Martinmas  next,  has  now  been  arranged 
between  Sir  Basil  Montgomery,  Bart.,  and  the 
Association.   Except  for  a  few  unimportant  details, 
the  conditions  of  the  new  lease  are  the  same  as 
those  contained  in  the  former  lease.  Hatching 
operations  were  again  successfully  carried  out  last 
winter,  and  the  usual  number  of  fry  was  again  in 
spring  placed  in  the  feeders  of  the  loch.    The  four 
directors  who  retire  by  rotation  are  Messrs.  Steed- 
man,  Haig,  Aitken,  and  Robertson,  all  of  whom 
are  eligible  for  re-election.    The  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Association  will 
be  held  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on  Monday, 
Oct.  26. — Scotsman. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  mtist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Geitebal  Remabks. — The  river  com- 
menced to  tone  down  on  Monday,  and  consequently 
some  good  roach  were  caught  here  and  there  by 
fishing  close  to  the  bank.  At  Datehet  on  Monday 
a  member  of  the  Chiswick  Piscatorials,  fishing  with 
Lumsden,  had  a  barbel  of  nearly  71b.  and  some 
good  roach.  Mr.  Hankins,  at  the  same  place,  had 
a  good  take  of  roach,  and  his  friend  had  a  perch  of 
Iflb.  Mr.  A.  Hart,  fishing  at  Wraysbury,  with  Mill- 
bourn,  had  two  good  roach,  lib.  9oz.  and  lib.  I  loz.,  as 
well  as  other  smaller  fish.  Mr.  Rogers  and  friend  had 
two  and  a  half  dozen  roach  at  Datehet.  The 
fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  was  not  so  good,  but 
some  nice  roach  have  been  had  in  the  famous 
Towns  End  hole.  On  Oct.  13,  14,  and  15  rain  fell, 
and  on  Oct.  16  the  water  was  again  almost  too 
much  coloured  for  fishing.  All  the  weir  sluices  are 
still  drawn,  and  the  stream  is  exceptionally  strong. 


The  water  will  take  over  a  week  to  tone  down 
sufficiently  for  good  sport  to  be  general.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  nearly  out  of  the  question ;  but 
when  the  water  is  clear  enough  the  eddies  should 
be  tried. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— There  is  still  a  lot  of  colour  in 
the  water,  and  a  very  heavy  stream  running ;  roach 
are  feeding  well,  and  some  good  bags  have  been 
made  from  the  bank ;  here  and  there  some  jack 
have  been  caught  up  to  81b.  Given  fine  weather 
sport  should  greatly  improve. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — The  river  is  now  rapidly 
recovering  from  the  heavy  floods  of  the  past  two 
or  three  weeks,  and  should  be  in  splendid  condition 
by  the  latter  part  of  the  week  should  we  get  no 
more  rain.  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell,  one  of  our 
greatest  authorities  on  pike  fishing,  took  upwards 
of  fifty  pike  last  week,  the  largest  scaling  131b. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Morant  also  got  one  of  81b.  on  Oct.  20. 
To  fish  this  water  tickets  can  be  obtained  by  visitors 
at  the  White  Hart  Hotel  at  53.  per  day.— M.  W. 
Hayteb. 

Cornisli  Streams. — A  few  late  peal  have  been 
killed,  and  one  or  two  fishers  have  run  salmon  in 
the  Camel,  but  sport  is  still  poor  owing  to  the 
heavy  waters. — Bodmin. 

Derwent  (Malton,  York). — Fishing  out  of  the 
question  until  the  floods  subside,  and  the  water 
clearer.  In  the  early  part  of  last  week  there  were 
twelve  feet  of  flood  water,  and  numbers  of  drowned 
cattle,  horses,  sheep,  and  pigs  were  washed  down 
the  river. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — After  a  succession  of  heavy 
rains  and  floods,  which  were  a  sore  disappointment  to 
expectant  anglers,  the  Eden  was  j  ust  fishable  in  places 
on  Oct.  16,  when  Mr.  J.  Strong  landed  a  fish  of  81b. 
below  Carlisle,  and  Mr.  T.  L.  Atkinson  one  of  171b. 
at  Brocklewath.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  D.  Craig  had  one, 
241b.,  in  the  association  water ;  Mr.  Collingwood 
one,  231b.,  at  Wetheral ;  and  Mr.  F.  Ward,  three, 
211b.,  211b.,  231b.,  in  the  Cargo  water.  On 
the  19th  and  20th,  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough  killed 
five  in  the  Crosby  water,  the  heaviest  being 
241b.,  251b,,  261b.,  and  Mr.  Broadhurst  one, 
271b.,  in  the  same  water.  At  Warwick  Hall 
Mr.  C.  Liddell  and  friend  had  six,  averaging  over 
201b.,  and  the  keeper  one,  151b.  In  the  Wetheral 
water  Mr.  Collingwood  and  Mr.  G.  Coulthard  each 
had  one.  In  the  Cargo  water  Mr.  M.  A.  Scott  two, 
91b.,  231b.,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Ward  one.  At  Irthing 
Foot  Mr.  James  Robinson  took  four,  61b  ,  101b., 
221b.,  251b.  Above  Armathwaite  over  sixty  salmon 
have  been  landed  since  Sept,  1.  The  river  gets  into 
fishing  order  much  sooner  than  in  the  lower  reaches. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  nearly  all  these  fish  were 
killed  with  the  gudgeon  or  phantom.  Many  anglers 
in  these  degenerate  days  never  put  a  fly  on.  To-day 
(Oct.  21)  the  river  has  again  risen  a  foot,  and  is  in 
bad  order.    Fish  are  very  plentiful. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — There  has  bean  a  great  improve- 
ment in  sport  on  this  river  during  the  past  week, 
the  water  having  been  in  fair  angling  trim.  The 
catches  to  hand  are  : — Mr.  T.Wright,  one  salm  n 
of  13|lb.  ;  Dr.  English,  one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  McAllum, 
one  of  131b.;  Mr.  Dumwell,  one  of  61b.;  Mr. 
Lupton,'  one  of  121b. ;  Mr.  C.  Marks,  one  of  111b.  ; 
Mr.  Rastall,  one  of  61b. ;  Mr.  J,  Baker,  three  of 
41b.,  3 Jib.,  and  51b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Walker,  one  of  5ib.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Readman,  one  of  121b.  ;  Dr.  Gover,  one  of 
151b.  ;  Captain  Thead,  one  of  51b.;  and  Mr.  R. 
Hay,  three  of  51b.,  4|-lb.,  and  4Jlb. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Rivers  bank  high 
or  in  flood  everywhere  is  not  conducive  to  sport, 
andj  except  some  eels,  I  have  heard  of  nothing 
worthy  of  mention.  At  Exmouth  last  week  some 
pollack,  whiting,  codling,  and  conger  were  taken, 
and  in  the  dock  one  angler  caught  two,  lOi^lb.  and 
81b.  respectively,  while  another  angler  had  one  of 
171b. — Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
To  a  certain  extent  Fen  land  may  be  said  to  be 
waterlogged.  Though  there  has  been  a  large 
quantity  of  surface  water  to  be  dealt  with,  the 
drains  have  tore  away  at  great  spaed,  and  flood 
water  has  been  taken  away  almost  as  soon  as  it  has 
fallen,  but  the  soil  is  in  terrible  condition  and  drains 
are  almost  unapproachable.  Reports  have  been 
very  meagre,  and  little  or  no  fishing  has  been  done, 
although  some  places  have  had  a  good  show  of 
visitors.  The  absolute  work  done  is  not  worth 
reporting,  but  when  rain  finishes  it  will  be  found 
that  streams  have  vastly  improved,  for  bottom 
weed  will  be  nearly  all  gone. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  is  fining  down, 
but  owing  to  the  unsettled  weather  prospects  of 
sport  are  not  promising.  Both  the  main  river  and 
its  tributaries  have  been  over  their  banks  in  many 
directions,  and  the  floods  have  caused  very  serious 
damage.  Trees  and  banks  have  been  swept  away. 
It  is  reported  that  a  pike  scaling  201b.  was  found 
floundering  about  in  a  flooded  field  at  Roy  dan,  on 
the  Stort.  It  is  being  set  up  for  the  club  which  has 
recently  been  formed  in  this  district.    Roach  up  to 
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lib.  4oz.  have  been  basketed  in  Ponders  End  back- 
waters by  Mr.  White,  and.  in  spite  of  the  muddy 
condition  of  the  river,  some  perch  have  been  taken 
there.  Roach  up  to  lib.  lOoz.  have  been  creeled  in 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Lea.— Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  lowered  to  what  thoy  were  last  week 
and  they  have  cleared  a  Httle,  but  they  are  still  out 
of  order  for  fishing,  and  the  rain  keeps  them  from 
clearmg;  there  is  very  Uttle  prospect,  of  any 
sport  being  had  for  some  time.  With  fine  weather 
there  should  be  sport  had  on  both  streams  by  next 
week.    The  Pinsley  is  coloured  and  out  of  order  ~ 

GWYNNE. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Kivers  continue  high  and  out  of  order,  though 
sinking  and  clearing  slowly,  and  will  not  be  fishable 
tor  at  least  a  week.  Rain  falls  more  or  less  every 
day,  and  at  time  of  writing  (Oct.  21)  there  are  no 
present  indications  of  a  favourable  change.  Glass 
very  low,  inclined  to  go  down,  with  wind  S.W.  light. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry) — The  flood  has  given 
the  river  a  thorough  scouring  out.  It  has 
now  subsided  a  lot,  and  the  cold  is  first-rate  for 
all-round  angling.  I  hear  of  a  very  nice  lot  of 
roach  being  taken  on  Oct.  20  just  above  here,  and 
have  seen  several  good  jack  and  perch  on  the  feed 
well  among  the  small  fry.— A.  Scabd. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  still  running  very 
high,  and  several  peal  have  been  caught  on  the 
flooded  fields.  This  season  has  been  exceedingly 
good  for  salmon  and  peal,  especially  for  the  former, 
in  the  Tavy.  If  the  rivers  should  run  down  some 
grand  sport  may  be  obtained  as  all  the  pools  are 
full  of  fish. — William  Heabdeb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— For  a  week  or  more  the 
river  has  been  flooded  and  the  towing  paths  sub- 
merged. Pike  fishing  may  be  possible  next  week, 
and  anglers  are  advised  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  live 
baits  in  readiness  to  take  advantage  of  the  earliest 
opportunities  afforded  them.  The  newly-formed 
Shrewsbury  and  District  Angling  Society,  which  is 
gaining  considerable  support,  is  taking  active 
measures  to  prevent  illegal  netting,  and  with  every 
hope  of  success.- — Hatben. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  weather 
during  the  week,  and  on  Oct.  21a  deluge  of  rain  fell. 
River  banks  and  meadows  are  under  water  in 
places,  and  eels  have  been  caught  crossing  the 
roads.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  a  mass  of  weeds 
and  dibris — the  few  barges  that  come  up  from 
Dell  Quay  have  been  hours  forcing  their  way  to 
Chichester.  Yet  a  few  pike  have  been  taken  from 
the  lower  reaches.  One  angler  secured  a  51b. 
pike  a  few  days  since.  At  present  there  is  very 
little  prospect  of  sport  on  the  rivers. — Geobge  F. 
Saltee. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Water  in 
Teifi  is  very  high,  consequent  on  the  very  heavy 
rainfall  we  have  had.  Plenty  of  salmon  up,  and  a 
continuation  of  good  sport.  The  salmon  (rod)  season 
closes  on  Oct.  31.  The  supply  of  salmon  appears  to 
have  greatly  increased  since  the  salmon  passes  were 
made  in  the  lower  waters  a  few  years  ago. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  continues  to  run 
high  and  coloured,  but  has  lowered  considerably 
since  last  week.  The  weather  continues  bad  ; 
rain  nearly  every  day,  and  angling  has  been  quite 
at  a  standstill,  and  will  continue  so  for  some  days. 
If  we  get  a  few  fine  days  the  water  will  soon  run  in 
order,  and  then  sport  should  be  had  with  worm, 
maggot,  and  live  bait  for  pike.  Fly  fishing  will  not 
be  possible  before  the  end  of  the  week,  if  then. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
coloured  ;  no  fishing  done  in  them  for  some  days. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  weather  has 

been  very  bad,  rain  nearly  every  night  and  day  ; 
the  water  is  still  running  high  and  coloured,  and 
quite  out  of  order  for  fishing,  and  no  anglers  have 
been  out  for  days.  There  is  little  prospect  of  any 
fishing  unless  the  weather  takes  up,  when  sport 
should  be  good  by   the  end  of    next  week. — 

WORCESTEE. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon).  —  Messrs.  Lewin  and 
Frobisher,  of  Halifax,  came  down  here  for  the 
week-end  to  try  the  fishing  here,  and  although  it 
is  a  bit  early  for  the  big  pike  they  had  fairly  good 
sport.  They  spent  one  half  of  their  time  fishing  for 
perch  and  rudd,  and  the  remainder  spinning  for 
pike.  Their  sport  was  fairly  good  with  the  perch 
and  rudd,  and  their  spinning  for  pike  was  fairly 
successful.  They  got  forty-one  runs  and  landed 
fourteen  pike,  the  largest  scaling  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb., 
6 Jib.,  71b.  Mr.  Lewin's  best  day  with  the  pike  was 
thirteen  runs. — W.  Vickeby. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Rede  during  the  past  week  has 
fished  very  well.  Mr.  Humble.  Newcastle,  killed 
nine  fish,  five  of  which  were  Salmo  salar  ;  fly  used, 
Wilkinson  and  Silver  Doctor.    Owing  to  the  leaves 


coming  down  silver-bodied  flies  are  considered  best. 
The  North  Tyne,  a  nice  fly  water,  is  running,  and 
good  fish  have  been  killed  above  Bellingham.  On 
Mr.  Simmond's  George  Hotel  water  at  Cheller- 
ford,  a  fine  salmon  (Salmo  salar)  was  killed  last 
Friday  ;  several  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  lower 
reaches.  There  appears  to  be  an  increase  of  coarse 
fishing  at  Corbridge  and  Wylam.  Some  good 
baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  got  with  worm 
and  maggot.  There  are  now  haunting  the  mouth 
of  the  Blythe  a  number  of  seals.  They  may 
belong  to  the  Farn  colony,  which  appear  to  be  on 
the  increase,  and  through  this  season  have  wrought 
much  damage  to  the  salmon.  The  seals  this  season 
have  been  actually  seen  to  take  salmon  out  of  the 
nets  at  the  Goswick  Salmon  Fishery,  and,  further 
proof,  there  have  been  several  seals  caught  in  traps 
specially  baited  with  salmon. — Henry  A.  Mueton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger- 
street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).  —  Unfor- 
tunately for  those  who  reside  on  the  banks  of  the 
Witham,  the  large  volume  of  water  passing  seawards 
has  been  checked  by  heavy  tides.  At  Dogdyke  the 
water  has  overflowed  the  banks  and  endangered 
the  safety  of  cattle  and  other  live  stock.  At  Chapel 
Hill  the  water  has  entered  the  cottages.  What 
fishing  has  been  done  has  been  done  on  the  grass. 
In  some  cases  they  have  done  very  well.  Near  the 
Sleaford  Canal  a  few  choice  lots  have  been  gained, 
over  lib.  each  fish.  At  Bardney  and  Stixwold  they 
have  enjoyed  good  sport  chiefly  among  perch,  but 
pike  fishing  has  been  useless.  Reaching  between 
Bardney  Lock  and  Short  Ferry  Weir  has  been  at 
times  brisk,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  got 
from  the  Sincil  Dyke.  Some  good  rudd  have  been 
captured  up  to  IJlb.  No  news  comes  from  the 
Bain  or  from  the  drains  near  Boston. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  improving  every  day,  and  with  this 
agreeable  change  in  the  weather  it  should  bring 
about  better  reports  and  well-filled  baskets.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out  during  the  time  whilst  the 
water  was  high.  One  local  angler  informs  me  that 
whilst  fishing  a  swim  at  the  bottom  of  the  Rutland 
Arms  Hotel  garden,  Matlock  Bath,  he  landed  a 
brace  of  grayling  and  one  roach  in  two  hours,  the 
grayling  weighing  lOJlb.,  a  grand  dish  of  fish. 
Several  others,  fishing  at  the  Brook  Tail,  Matlock 
Green,  aho  took  a  brace  or  two  each.  Others 
fishing  the  Brook  Tail,  which  comes  from  two 
dales  (Darleydale  Club's  water),  have  also  secured 
two  and  three  brace  per  rod.  All  these  fish  have 
been  caught  with  maggot  and  worm.  The  prospect 
with  the  fly  is  a  little  more  hopeful,  but  the  water 
is  yet  much  too  high.  When  sufficiently  low,  the 
following  flies  will  be  useful :  Ash  Dun.  Apple 
Green,  Hare's  Ear,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Grey  Palmer, 
and  Claret  Bumble. — Dottebel. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore 
good  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  Hawes 
Angling  Association  water.  Messrs.  Blades,  Ander- 
son, Moore,  and  J.  Blades,  jun.,  have  done  well 
daily.  The  grayling  have  taken  the  n  aggot  and 
worm  freely  since  the  freshets  of  last  week,  and 
baskets  of  from  five  to  ten  brace  have  been  caught. 
The  lower  reaches  of  the  Yore  have  been  rather 
too  high  for  roaching,  etc.  Grayling  have  also  been 
caught  in  the  Black  Ox  Club  waters  in  Bedale  Beck. 
The  Wharfe  has  fined  down,  and  in  the  upper 
reaches  is  in  splendid  condition.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  up  to  now  very  few  anglers  have  been  out. 
At  Grassington,  Burnsall,  and  Ilkley  sport  has  been 
of  a  meagre  character.  Poor  returns  from  the  Nidd, 
Derwent,  and  Swale  come  at  present,  but  to-day 
(Wednesday)  the  rivers  are  fining  down  very  nicely. 
Two  Yorkshire  anglers — namely,  Messrs.  Lewin  and 
Frobisher — have  been  paying  a  visit  for  the  week-end 
at  Torcross  Ley,  South  Devon  ;  they  had  fairly  good 
sport  with  the  pike,  perch,  and  rudd,  spending  half 
their  time  for  each.  Spinning  for  pike  they  got 
forty-one  runs,  and  landed  fourteen  pike,  the  largest 
weighing  SJlb.,  5|lb.,  6ilb.,  6Jlb.,  71b.  Mr.  Swain 
had  thirteen  runs  with  the  pike.  The  Rye  and 
Ricaall  are  running  in  fair  volume,  and  should  the 
present  weather  continue,  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers 
will  be  in  excellent  trim  for  fly  fishing.  Best  flies 
at  present  are :  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Pale  Autumn 
Dun,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Red  Tag,  and  Waterhen 
Bloa. — John  E.  ^MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


Grayling  Kishino. — Having  had  more  experience  since  1856 
as  a  grayling  fislier  than  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  flies  and  tacHle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  grayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  23.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers  DepOt, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Both  rivers  are  in 
capital  order  for  salmon  fishing,  and  good  sport 
continues.  On  Oct.  17,  at  Todholes,  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Jas.  Elliot  landed  a  salmon 
weighing  171b.  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson  caught  a  fish  of 
161b.  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  J.  B.  Telford  had  one 
191b.,  and  Mr.  P.  H.  Holt  landed  one  of  91b.  in  the 
reserved  water.  Miss  Lawrence  had  a  good  run 
with  a  salmon  in  the  Irome  House  water  and 
landed  it  at  the  foot  of  the  Island  pool ; 
the  fish  scaled  171b.  A  number  of  salmon  have 
been  got  by  the  keepers  in  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch's  reserved  water.  Fishing  in  the  Broom- 
holm  water,  Mr.  Pattinson  landed  a  salmon  of  121b. 
Judge  Sir  John  Lawrence,  London,  staying  at 
Arkleton  House,  Westerkirk,  had  a  nice  salmon  last 
week  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk.  Close  to 
Langholm  Bridge  Sergeant  Bell  landed  a  small 
salmon  weighing  71b.  Mr.  W.  Ogilvie,  Langholm, 
at  a  fishing  in  Souie,  at  Souie  pool,  had  three  sea- 
trout,  two  of  them  weighing  close  on  21b.  each. 
Mr.  Wm.  Little,  Langholm,  hooked  a  small 
salmon  in  Big  Souie  pool,  and  killed  it  at  the 
foot  of  Little  Souie  pool,  after  a  run  of  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  weighed  81b.  Dr.  Anderson,  Esk 
Bank,  caught  two  fine  salmon  in  Canonbie 
water,  weighing  respectively  181b.  and  101b. 
Mr.  McLellan,  in  conjunction  with  his  friend  Mr. 
Workman,  took  five  salmon  in  the  Cauldron  and 
Willow  pools  at  one  day's  fishing,  the  largest  weigh- 
ing 291b.,  the  others  221b.,  161b.,  81b.,  and  71b. 
Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  Rowanburn,  landed  two  salmon, 
181b.  and  171b.  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Hollows,  killed  a 
fine  salmon  of  191b.  Mr.  Adam  Keen,  Rowanburn, 
caught  one  weighing  14Jlb.  Mr.  J.  Jardine, 
Bowholm,  landed  a  small  fish  of  7ilb.  Mr.  Walter 
Irving  one  of  6Jlb.  Mr.  Jas.  Steele,  Canonbie,  had 
a  fish  weighing  5 Jib.  Mr.  Tom  Steele  caught  a 
salmon  of  131b.  Mr.  Mitchell  had  one  6^1b.  Mr. 
Jas.  Armstrong,  Greenburn,  killed  two  salmon 
weighing  201b.  and  161b.,  and  Mr.  F.  Little, 
Byreburn,  landed  a  nice  fish  weighing  211b.  Mr. 
R.  Nelson  killed  a  small  salmon  below  Canonbie 
Bridge  ;  Mr.  J.  Barton  landed  a  small  fish  in  the 
Liddle ;  Mr.  Jas.  Little  caught  a  salmon  of  91b. 
below  Burnmouth,  Copsha  ;  Mr.  Murray  had  two 
sea  trout  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle  ;  Mr.  J. 
Elliot  had  a  small  salmon  in  the  same  water.  In 
Mr.  Guthrie's  stretch  of  Netherby  water,  Esk,  some 
nice  salmon  have  been  got,  and  in  the  IBroomholm 
reserved  water  below  Langholm  sport  hns  been 
good.  Fishing  in  Red  Linn  pool  in  the  Esk  Dr. 
Mason  had  a  salmon  of  81b. ;  Mr.  R.  J,  Graham, 
one,  7ib.,  and  Mr.  J.  Roddick  a  small  fish  of  6|lb. 
Mr.  S.  G.  Grant,  of  Langholm,  had  two  fish  of 
121b.  and  71b.  above  the  Round  Pool  ;  Mr.  D. 
Murray  a  salmon  of  211b.  below  Canonbie  Bridge. 
Mr.  Stott,  one  of  61b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Watson,  two  fish  of 
201b.  and  14ilb.  On  Oct.  15,  Mr.  F.  Little  had  a 
fish  of  201b.  in  Canonbie  water,  and  at  a  subsequent 
fishing  caught  one  weighing  161b.  Mr.  Walter 
Irving  landed  two  salmon,  181b.  and  71b.;  Mr. 
Christopher  Elliot  had  two  fish,  22l\b.  and  211b.; 
Mr.  J.  Graham  caught  a  salmon  of  161b.  in  the 
Willow  Pool ;  Mr.  James  Davidson,  Dumfries,  had 
a  salmon  of  16Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Pringle  landed  a  salmon, 
241b.,  and  at  another  fishing  one  of  191b.;  Mr. 
Byers  had  a  salmon  of  201b.  ;  Dr.  Anderson,  a  small 
salmon,  81b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon  landed  a  salmon  of 
161b.  in  the  Willow  pool;  Mr.  Walter  Irving, 
Canonbie,  a  salmon  of  111b.  ;  Mr.  Workman, 
Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  caught  a  small  salmon 
of  71b.  in  the  Willow  pool.  On  Oct.  16,  Mr.  Scott, 
Oldham,  had  a  fine  fish  weighing  211b.  in  the  Willow 
pool,  on  the  Scottish  side.  Mr.  J.  Davidson  landed 
a  salmon  of  231b.  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk ; 
Mr.  D.  Graham  caught  a  salmon  of  15ilb.  in  the 
Willow  pool ;  Mr.  C.  Murray  caught  a  "salmon  of 
171b. ;  Mr.  J.  Irving  one  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Graham 
one  of  201b. ;  and  Mr.  Taylor  one  of  71b.,  in  the  mid 
reaches.  Fishing  in  Liddle,  Mr.  |W.  Stoddart,  a 
salmon  of  71b.  iu  the  upper  reaches ;  Mr.  W.  Arm- 
strong, one  of  7  Jib.  ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot  one  of  6Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
W.  Broach  one  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  J.  J.  Hill,  Canonbie, 
landed  a  fine  salmon  of  241b.  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Liddle  ;  Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell  landed  a  salmon 
of  111b.  in  the  Roost  pool  below  Lo  gtown;  Mr.  J. 
Murray,  Whisgills,  caught  a  salmon  of  101b.  in  Liddle 
water  at  Denmarnholm  Banking  ;  Mr.  Andrew  Foster 
caught  one  of  191b.  in  Liddle,  the  Stonegarthside 
water  ;  Mr.  Andrew  Hardie  one  of  61b.  at  Roan 
Burnfoot ;  Mr.  Wm.  Elliot,  Copsha,  a  small  salmon 
in  Whithaugh  pool.  Mr.  Tom  McDougal  landed  a 
20-pounder  in  Kershope  pool,  and  at  another  fishing 
one  of  81b.  Fishing  in  the  Esk,  Mr.  D.  Murray 
caught  a  20-pounder  in  Canonbie  water.  Salmon 
have  not  been  so  plentiful  for  years  in  both  rivers 

—  GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  Mr.  Porter's  Cornie- 
haugh  Fishings.— Lady  Bridge  killed  a  salmon  of 
221b.,  and  in  three  days'  fishing  Mr.  Nix  landed 
four,  scaling  161b.,  211b.,  221b.,  and  221b.,  respec- 
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MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN   GOLD   AND    OTHER   3IBI)ALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Oane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane.  ' 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

almon.  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 


Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressmg  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast."  co.iaLiou  lu 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 

E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  '•  Those  lines  are  rippers." 
■    J'  ? -I^- writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.    The  one  I  enclose 
IS  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled    It  is  nerfept 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple."  *  o  <.o  oujoviu 

h„  fT'^'^U  "  ^t''^  Tapered  Trout  Xine  casts  beautifully.    The  Une  seems  to 

be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used."  -"iciuo  lu 

E.  M  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 
V  , A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET.  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free 


m  PETOL 


SOAP 

AND 

SALVE 

^^"'i^PI^^'      ■  --P^x'^uuns  invaluable  fop 

otlli«>      Sportsmen  &  Travellers. 

PREVENTS  MOSQUITO,  MIDGE,  AND  INSECT  BITES. 

RAPID  CURE  FOR  ALL  SKIN  TROUBLES,  CUTS,  BURNS 
SCRATCHES,  &c. 

Wonderful  Specific  for  Piles  &  Eczema. 

SA3IPLE  BOX,  1/9,  POST  FEME  OF 

PFTOL       I   +H  CAMBRIDGE,  and 

■    ^  ■  ^•'Wb J  86,  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  reGommended  to 
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CISHURSTINE. 

The  best  Dabbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness 

WHOLSSALB  WtOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited,  London. 


XOW  READY. 
Koyal  8vo.,  sewed,  interleaved  with  ruled  paper 
Price  ONE  SHILLING  net. 


A   LIST   OF  BOOKS 


KELAIIKG  TO 

FISH,  FISHING,  AND  FISHERIES, 

TO  SUPPLEMENT  THE 

BIBLIOTHEGA  PISCATORIA 

OF 

T.  WESTWOOD  and  T.  SATCHELL. 
PUBLISHED  IN  1883. 

Tills  List  includes  irorks  published 
between  1883  and  1900,  and  some  older 
Books  not  mentioned  in  the  "  Biblio- 
theca  Fiseatoria." 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW.  MAKSTON  i  CO..  Ltd. 


Now  Ready.     Canvas  Back.     Is.  6d.  net. 

WALTON  and  SOME  EARLIER 


ANOLINQ  WRITERS. 

By  R.  B.  MARSTON  (Editor  "Fishing  Gazette") 

IN 

THE  BOOK  LOVER'S  LIBRARY. 

Edited  by  HENRY  B.  WHEATLEY,  F.S.A. 

The  Book  Lover's  Libkart  includes  many  able  and  useful  Works  which  have  taken  thpir 
places  as  authorities  on  the  subjects  they  have  treated  of;  some  are  valuable  work?  Af 
leterence,  while  others  of  the  lighter  character  have  afforded  entertaining  reading  on  bookish 
subjects  THE  BOOK  Lover;s  Library  has  had  a  large  sale  among  collectors  and  bibliographer 
both  m  England  and  America,  and  many  weU-known  and  eminent  writers  have  contributed  to 
its  pag6s. 

London  :  SASIPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane  E  C 
 And  ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  Paternoster  Row,  E.C. 


MALGOM  &  CO., 

The  Sportsman's  Waterproofers. 


THE  "ANYWEATHER"  HAT 


The  FIELD,  October  25,  1902,  says: 

"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  yet  is 
made  for  hard  weather.  The  turn-down  rim,  acting 
like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot  water  off  wherever  it 
may  fall,  is  undoubtedly  the  proper  thing  for  a 
sportsman's  wet  weather  headgear." 
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tively.  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  stretch,  Mr.  A. 
Mellor  grassed  a  couple  of  fine  fish,  weighing  201b. 
and  281b.  AH  the  pools  are  well  stocked  with  heavy 
fifh,  and  with  favourable  conditions  good  sport 
should  be  obtained. — X. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Although  of  late  the 
river  was  flooded  some  good  sport  has  been 
got  by  anglers.  On  the  Forglen  water,  on 
Oct.  14,  a  gentleman  had  a  fish  of  301b.  On  the 
15th,  Mr.  Russell  had  two  beauties,  and  on  the 
16th,  three  of  181b.,  ISJlb.,  and  21ilb.  ;  on 
the  same  date  another  gentleman  had  three  fish 
of  191b.,  231b.,  and  241b.  On  the  Ardmiddle  water, 
Mr.  Bowie,  the  keeper,  had  one  fish  of  181b.  On 
the  Netherdale  water  an  angler  had  a  fine  fish  of 
241b.  On  the  Huntlv  water,  on  the  9th,  Mr.  Crich- 
ton  had  three  fish  of  51b.,  61b.,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  Hacket, 
two  of  31b.  and  41b.  ;  Mr.  Littel.  two  of  51b.  and 
61b. ;  Mr.  Leslie,  two  of  61b.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  McLean, 
one  of  61b. ;  Mr.  Davidson,  one  of  211b.  ;  Mr. 
McKenzie,  one  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  Gray,  one  of  51b.  ;  Mr. 
Cruiekshank,  one  of  121b.  ;  Mr.  Jamieson,  one  of 
61b.  ;  and  Mr.  Wilson,  one  of  121b.  On  the  10th, 
Mr.  Davidson  had  two  of  61b.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  Gauld, 
three  of  51b.,  61b.,  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Gray,  two  of  121b. 
and  1 81b. ;  Mr.  Cowie,  on  the  12th,  one  of  81b.  ;  Mr, 
McKenzie,  one  of  181b.;  Mr.  Paterson,  one  of  61b. 
On  the  14th,  Mr.  Davidson  had  three  of  61b.,  81b., 
and  201b.  ;  Mr.  Donald,  one  of  121b.  On  the  16th, 
Mr.  Gray,  one  of  201b. ;  and  Mr.  Jessiman,  two  of 
81b.  and  101b.  On  the  Eden  water.  Sir  Richard 
Nicolson  had  a  fine  fish  of  181b. ;  while  Miss  Paterson 
landed  a  beauty  of  341b. — H.  W. 

 (Huntly). — Anglers  are  having  a  fairly  good 

time  of  it  when  the  water  is  in  ply.  On  Oct.  15 
and  17  there  was  too  much  flood  for  fishing.  On 
Oct.  13  Mr.  T.  McLean  had  a  fine  salmon  of  141b. 
On  the  14th,  Mr.  Davidson,  three  salmon,  191b., 
101b.,  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Gray,  one  salmon,  231b.  ;  Mr. 
McKenzie,  one  salmon,  16  Jlb. ;  Mr.  Donald,  one 
salmon,  101b.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Jessiman,  two 
salmon,  61b.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  Downie,  one  grilse,  5Jlb. 
On  the  19th,  Dr.  J.  O.  Wilson,  one  salmon,  19Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Stevenson,  one  salmon,  18|lb. ;  Mr.  Gray,  one 
salmon;  Mr.  Jessiman,  one  giilse,  3Jlb.— Drake 
Wing. 

Hebridean  Sporting-  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  following  are  the  catches  for  the 
three  weeks  ending  Oct.  16  : — Week  ending  Oct.  2, 
five  salmon,  401b.  lOoz.,  and  fifty-four  sea- trout, 
311b.  Week  ending  Oct.  9,  two  salmon,  lOlb.  8oz., 
and  134  sea-trout,  74lb.  lOoz.  Week  ending  Oct.  16, 
three  salmon,  241b.  8cz.,  and  twenty-five  sea-trout, 
201b.  lOoz.— G.  D.  Stibling. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — On  the  lower  and 
middle  reaches  sport  is  bright  and  will  be  better 
every  day  till  the  close  of  the  season  if  the  river 
keeps  steady.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches  some  very 
fine  fish  have  been  creeled  during  the  past  few  days, 
two  of  33Ib.  each  having  been  got  on  the  Huntly 
Arms  water.  On  the  Dess  water.  Major  Davidson's 
friends  creeled  seven  fish  ranging  from  121b.  to  28ib. 
On  the  Kincardine  and  Borrowstone  sections,  Miss 
Pickering  creeled  four  of  121b.,  151b.,  191b.,  and 
27Jlb. — the  latter  being  a  magnificent  fish  fresh  up 
from  the  sea;  while  Miss  Lee  had  two  of  161b.  and 
221b.,  on  same  beat;  Mr.  Roberts,  three  of  181b., 
191b.,  and  221b. ;  Mr.  Willet,  two  of  181b.  and  18ilb. ; 
and  Capt.  Sykes,  one  of  321b, — the  top  weight  on 
this  section.  On  the  Ballogie  water,  Mr.  Wm. 
Farquhar  had  four,  on  Oct.  16,  of  61b.,  141b.,  201b., 
and  231b.  ;  and  Mr.  Ross,  one  of  201b.  on  the 
Commonty.  On  the  Woodend  water,  Capt.  Quintin 
Dick  and  friends  have  had  similar  sport.  On  the 
Durris  water  eleven  fish  were  creeled  last  week  on 
two  daj  s  to  two  rods.  On  the  Feugh,  Mr.  Andeison, 
Invery  House,  creeled  two  fish  of  5^1b.  and  61b.  On 
the  Drum  water,  Mr.  Irvine  had  six  for  the  week, 
ranging  from  181b.  to  231b.  ;  while  Mr.  Bond  had 
also  six  on  the  same  beat,  scaling  from  71b.  to  301b,, 
the  latter  being  a  fine  tish  and  fresh  up  from  the  sea. 
On  the  Lower  Drum,  Colonel  Parry  has  also  done 
well,  while  the  Rev.  Bishop  Chisholm,  Aberdeen, 
had  two  on  the  Blairs  section.  On  the  Cults  and 
Murtle  Hydro  sections  some  very  good  sport  has 
been  got,  both  with  salmon  and  sea-trout.  Don. — 
Not  for  twenty  years  has  the  Don  yielded  the  same 
amount  of  sport  as  it  is  doing  at  present.  On  the 
Manar  water  last  week  seventeen  fish  were  creeled  ; 
on  the  Inverurie  section  some  t9Fenty-four  were  got, 
while  eight  and  nine  are  being  taken  daily  by  the 
Kintore  anglers  and  sportsmen  from  Aberdeen. 
On  the  Muggiemoss  water  last  week,  Messrs.  W. 
and  C.  Davidson  on  Oct.  14  creeled  seven  fine 
fish  averaging  181b.  each  from  the  Saugh  pool, 
while  on  Oct.  20  two  anglers  from  Aberdeen  had 
five  fish  aggregating  125lb.  On  the  Cruives  pool 
sport  has  been  exceedingly  bright.  Mr.  Hills  had 
three  on  Oct.  19,  Mr.  Elmslie,  Mr.  Gill,  and  others 
two  and  three  each,  all  fresh  up  from  the  sea.  On 
the  tidal  reaches  Mr.  R.  Gibb,  Aberdeen,  had 
from  six  to  one  dozen  finnock  daily  scaling  up  to 
lib,  in  weight.    On  the  Ythan,  Mr.  Forbes,  Aber- 


deen, had  one  of  6|lb.  on  Oct.  17,  and  Mr.  Young 
two  on  the  Milton  of  Gight  water.  North  Esk. — 
On  the  Panmure  Arras  water  at  Edzell,  Mr.  William 
Murdoch,  during  four  days,  creeled  eight  magnifi- 
cent fish  scaling  from  16ilb.  to  221b.,  while  Mr. 
Davidson  Creinton,  Aberdeen,  had  one  of  301b., 
the  top  weight  of  the  season  in  these  parts ;  it  was 
to  a  medium  "Greenwell"  salmon  fly.  All  over 
sport  is  now  rife,  and  good  prospects  for  a  most 
successful  close.  Ugie. — Anglers  are  enjoying  good 
sport.  Mr.  Eleanor,  Inverugie,  had  a  fine  fish  of 
201b.,  while  Mr.  G.  Young  had  one  of  141b.,  and 
Mr.  Hunter,  Peterhead,  thrpe  of  81b.,  131b.,  and 
171b,  Ythan. — On  Oct  17  Mr.  James  Norrie, 
Methlick,  had  a  fine  fish  of  141b  ,  and  Mr.  Florence, 
Aberdeen,  one  of  81b.  and  on  Oct.  19  a  fine  fish  of 
221b.,  while  Mr.  Allan,  Temple  Auchterless,  had  a 
nice  fish  of  111b.  Mr.  Forbes,  Aberdeen,  creeled 
one  of  6Jlb.  Good  baskets  of  sea-trout  have  been 
made  daily  by  Messrs.  Coan,  Peters,  Robb,  and 
others  on  Ellon  Castle  waters.  The  house  party 
are  getting  splendid  sport  both  with  salmon  and 
sea-trout. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Heavy  rains  have  again 
been  falling  every  alternate  day  since  last  week's 
report,  and  the  rivers  have  either  been  running  in 
flood  or  in  full  black  waters.  Friday  and  Saturday 
(Oct.  16  and  17)  were  more  favourable  days,  though 
there  was  another  rise  of  water  on  the  afternoon  of 
Oct.  17.  Between  the  floods  anglers  have  landed 
a  few  fish,  but  the  sport  is  poor  on  the  whole. 
There  is  no  scarcity  of  fish  up  the  rivers;  indeed, 
some  of  the  pools  are  exceedingly  well  stocked  with 
good  salmon.  With  settled  weather,  many  fish 
would  fall  to  the  rods.  Unfortunately,  quite  a 
number  of  the  rivers  will  close  their  rod  fishing 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  while  a  few  have 
a  run  for  fourteen  dajs  after  that.  The 
weather  shows  no  signs  of  taking  up,  and  heavy 
showers  to-day  will  keep  the  streams  in  full 
black  waters.  The  Annan. — In  common  with 
other  rivers  in  the  district  the  Annan  has  suffered 
from  an  uncommonly  large  number  of  floods.  Fri- 
day and  Saturday  were  more  favourable,  and  some 
nice  fish  were  landed.  Mr.  W.  O.  Bell-Irving,  of 
Mi  kbank,  landed  a  splendid  fish  on  Monday  in  Sir 
Robert  Jardine's  portion  of  the  Annan,  near  to 
Castlemilk.  It  weighed  close  on  351b.,  and  was 
killed  with  a  Jock  Soott  fly.  Mr.  Bell-Irving  had  one 
on  Oct.  17  of  161b.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water,  on 
Saturday,  six  salmon  fell  to  the  rod,  and  three 
of  these  were  caught  by  Ecclefechan  anglers. 
Mr.  R.  N.  Cowan  killed  one  on  Monday  in 
Hoddom  Castle  Water  which  weighed  241b. 
In  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom.  the  pro- 
prietor, had  one  of  111b.  at  the  Burafoot  with 
Brown  Turkey  Fly.  On  Oct.  16  Mr.  Andrew  Bell 
had  a  good  fish  of  231b.  with  Brown  Turkey  Fly. 
This  angler  hooked  and  lost  other  fine  salmon.  On 
Oct.  19  he  took  one  of  16!b.  In  the  salmon  pool  of 
Mount  Annan  Mr.  W.  Thorburn  lost  one.  Mr.  John 
Irving,  Annan,  killed  one  of  251b.  in  the  Buttrie's 
pool  of  Castlemilk  on  Oct.  17.  Mr.  John  Rae, 
Howrigg,  Ecclefechan,  had  a  small  fish,  and  Mr.  P. 
Thorburn  took  a  small  one  in  Luc(  and  Mount 
Annan  which  weighed  about  61b.  or  71b.  A  goodly 
number  of  fish  were  hooked  and  lost  on  Oct.  17. 
In  the  higher  waters  Messrs.  Montgomery  have  landed 
several  fish  in  the  Four  Towns  Waters  with  worm  bait. 
Mr.  Johnstone  landed  one  of  201b.  in  the  upper 
reaches,  and  Mr.  Murphie  had  one  on  Oct.  17  with 
worm  bait  of  161b.  There  have  been  other  catches 
over  and  above  those  mentioned.  The  Nith. — 
This  river  has  also  been  frequently  in  flood,  and, 
with  the  pools  out  of  order  for  the  fly,  the  sport 
has  not  been  good.  In  the  mid  Nithsdale  portion 
below  Thornhill  a  good  fish  was  taken  at  Lakefoot 
the  other  day  and  weighed  about  201b.  A  number 
of  small  salmon  and  grilse  have  also  been, 
taken  in  the  Association  waters.  There  are 
plenty  of  fish  up  the  Nith  and  if  the  rains 
were  less  frequent  good  sport  would  be  had. 
Odd  salmon  have  been  landed  lower  down  the  river, 
but  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Dumfries.  Some  heavy  salmon 
have  been  seen  ascending  the  town  caul.  One  nice 
fish  was  taken  in  the  Cowhill  water,  and  one  in  the 
Auldgarth  district.  The  Gali.oway  Rivebs. — 
Salmon  fishing  is  being  seriously  interrupted  with 
floods.  Heavy  rains  have  falltn  this  week  again, 
and  the  rivers  are  too  heavy  in  all  lower  sections  for 
the  flj'.  Plenty  of  fish  are  known  to  be  up  the  rivers, 
and  given  settled  weather  fine  sport  is  likely  to  folio  w. 
Ayrshire  Rivers. — These  waters  are  in  spate  at 
the  time  of  writing.  With  the  heavy  rains  that 
have  fallen  angling  has  been  exceedingly  poor. 
The  rivers  are  well  stocked  with  back-end  salmon. 
The  barometer  is  going  down  this  evening,  and 
more  rain  and  floods  will  probably  follow. — 
Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — A  high,  boisterous  wind 
marked  the  closing  day,  so  that  results  were  dis- 
appointing»    Not  for  some  fifteen  years  have  so 


many  salmon  been  seen  in  the  river  as  has  been 
this  season,  so  that  when  the  weather  favoured, 
which,  unfortunately,  was  not  often,  good  sport 
was  got.  Grilse  were  much  scarcer  than  usual,  but 
the  salmon  were  of  large  size,  and  the  average  all 
over  would  not  have  been  far  short  of  201b.  At 
Delfur,  Lord  Berkeley  Paget  killed  the  largest  fish  — 
namely,  361b.  weight.  On  the  same  water.  Lady 
Murray  had  one  of  281b.  Fewer  rods  than  usual 
were  out  this  seas  on  the  Gordon  Castle  pools, 
otherwise  the  number  of  salmon  would  doubtless  have 
come  up  to  previous  years.  Lord  March  and  Lady 
Helen  Gordon-Lennox  each  got  a  salmon  of  331b. 
weight.  Lady  Muriel  Gordon-Lennox,  Lady  Helen 
Gordon-Lennox,  Miss  Ivy  Gordon-Lennox,  Lord 
Algernon  Gordon-Lennox,  and  Lord  Walter  Gordon- 
Lennox  each  landed  32-pounder8.  Captain  Trotter 
had  one  of  311b.,  and  Lords  Algernon  and  Walter 
Gordon-Lennox  fish  of  301b. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Since  last  report  angling  has  been  in  full  swing  and 
large  numbers  of  salmon  caught.  The  rivers  have 
not  been  so  well  stocked  with  fish  for  many  years 
past.  At  Bolside  on  Oct.  14  Colonel  Davies  had 
two.  221b.  and  91b.,  and  Major  Godman  three, 
18Jlb.,  njlb.,  and  151b.  On  the  15th,  Major 
Bailey  had  a  grilse  of  5Jlb.  ;  Colonel  Davies 
one  salmon,  181b.  ;  Major  Bailey  two,  16 Jib. 
and  61b.,  and  Major  Godman  one  of  151b. 
At  Cardrona,  on  the  19th,  Mr.  Hood,  Dryburgh, 
had  one  salmon,  and  Mr.  Quarry,  St.  Boswell's,  had 
two.  On  the  Dryburgh  water  Colonel  Beresford 
had  ten  salmon,  and  Mr.  Potter  caught  seven.  The 
fishing  at  Rutherford  has  been  extra  good,  no  fewer 
than  eighty-two  salmon  and  grilse  being  killed  in  six 
days.  On  the  14th  Mr.  C.  J.  Lucas  had  six  salmon 
and  one  grilse,  171b.,  171b.,  161b.,  151b.,  131b.,  131b., 
and  51b.  Colonel  A.  G.  Lucas,  two  salmon,  18Jlb., 
and  101b.  On  the  15th,  Colonel  Lucas,  seven,  191b., 
18Jlb,,  171b.,  161b.,  161b.,  141b.,  and  12|lb.  ;  Mr. 
C.  J.  Lucas,  five,  191b.,  191b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  81b. 
On  the  16th,  Mr.  C.  J.  Lucas,  four,  25Jlb.,  161b., 
151b.,  and  71b.  On  the  17th,  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas, 
three  salmon,  251b.,  191b.,  and  18|lb  ,  and  two 
grilse,  61b.  and  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  C.  J.  Lucas,  four  salmon, 
191b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  151b.;  Colonel  Lucas,  nix 
salmon,  201b.,  191b.,  181b.,  161b.,  151b.,  and  141b. 
and  one  grilse,  61b.  On  the  19th,  Colonel  Lucas, 
five  salmon,  181b.,  16Jlb.,  161b.,  161b.,  and  15lb.  ; 
Mrs.  Morton  Lucas,  five,  221b.,  181b.,  181b.,  161b., 
and  151b. ;  Mr.  W.  G.  Lucas,  two,  181b.  and  171b. ; 
Mr.  C.  J,  Lucas,  two,  20Jlb.  and  201b.  ;  Mr.  R. 
Brooraan  White,  three,  201b.,  191b.,  and  171b.  On 
the  20th,  Mr.  Brooman  White,  one  salmon,  251b., 
and  two  grilse,  6lb.  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  C.  J.  Lucas,  three 
salmon,  201b.,  171b.,  and  151b.  ;  Mrs.  Morton 
Lucas,  three,  261b.,  221b.,  and  211b.  ;  and  Colonel 
A.  G.  Lucas,  two,  261b.  and  161b.  At  Makerstoun, 
Mr.  W.  Herring,  on  the  14th,  one  salmon,  161b.  ;  on 
the  15th,  one  salmon,  191b.,  and  two  grilse,  6'b.  and 
51b.;  on  the  16th,  five  salmon,  241b.,  221b.,  I61b., 
141b,,  aud  141b. ;  on  the  17th,  three,  211b.  lejlb., 
and  141b.  ;  on  the  18th,  five,  251b.,  201b.,  181b., 
171b.,  and  171b.  Mr.  F.  H.  Read,  on  the  I4th,  two, 
191b.  and  141b.,  and  two  grilse,  71b.  and  61b.  ;  on 
the  16th,  two,  201b.  and  181b.  ;  on  the  17th,  three, 
201b.,  191b.,  and  151b.  ;  on  the  19th,  ten,  22lb.,  211b., 
201b.,  181b..  181b.,  Ujlb.,  171b.,  I61b.,  161b.,  and  161b. 
On  Floors  Upper  Waters,  on  the  14th,  Mr.  Francis 
Ley  caught  five  salmon,  2 lib.,  201b.,  171b.,  161b., 
and  14lb.  Mrs.  Ley,  one  salmon,  161b.,  and  a  gnlse, 
71b.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  Ley  two  salmon  and  one 
grilse,  181b.,  141b.,  and  71b.,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Cunning- 
ham one,  221b.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Ley  one  salmon, 
181b.,  and  one  grilse,  71b.  Mrs.  Ley  one  salmon, 
17lb.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  Ley  four  salmon.  261b.,  20ib., 
181b.,  and  71b.  Mrs.  Ley  a  sea-trout,  51b.  On  the 
19th,  Mr.  Ley  eight  salmon,  231b.,  231b.,  22lb.,  201b., 
19lb.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  121b. ;  Mrs.  Ley,  four,  2llb., 
20lb.,  171b.,  and  141b.  :  Mr.  D.  W.  B.  Tait,  five, 
261b.,  191b.,  141b.,  141b.,  and  111b.  On  the  20th, 
Mr.  Ley,  five,  241b.,  241b.,  201b.,  201b.,  and  161b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Scott  MacDougal,  five,  211b.,  191b.,  16lb., 
161b.,  and  151b.  On  Floors  Lower,  Mr.  McCulloch, 
on  the  14th,  six,  281b.,  241b.,  19lb.,  181b.  151b.,  and 
61b.  On  the  15th,  thirteen,  271b.,  241b.,  221b.,  221b., 
211b.,  211b.,  201b.,  191b.,  I91b.,  181b,,  181b.,  171b., 
and  131b.  On  the  16th,  ten,  231b.,  221b., 
201b.,  201b.,  181b.,  161b.,  151b.,  141b.,  131b., 
and  71b.  On  the  17th,  eleven,  211b.,  20lb., 
201b.,  201b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b.,  141b.,  141b., 
81b.,  and  7lb.  ;  on  the  19th,  twelve,  231b., 
221b.,  201b.,  201b.,  20ib.,  191b.,  181b.,  161b.,  161b., 
151b.,  and  121b.  On  the  20th,  seven,  241b.,  221b., 
201b.,  191b.,  191b„  71b.,  and  61b.  ;  and  on  Ednam 
House  water,  on  the  14th,  Mr.  J.  Wood  two,  201b. 
and  161b. ;  Mr.  Canceller,  three,  221b.,  2llb.,  and 
121b.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  Wood,  three,  221b.,  211b., 
and  7lb  ;  Mr.  Canceller,  three,  221b.,  171b.,  and 
171b.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Wood,  three,  201b.,  201b., 
and  141b.  ;  Mr.  Canceller,  six,  221b.,  201b.  201b., 
161b.,  151b.,  and  151b.  On  the  18  th,  Mr. 
Wood,    five,    averaging    161b.    each.  ;  Mr.  Can- 
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cellor,  five,  21lb.,  191b.,  191b..  18lb.,  and  151b.; 
Mr.  Jas.  Tait,  two,  191b.  and  161b.  On  the 
20th.  Major  Wilaon,  nine,  301b.,  221b..  221b.,  181b., 
161b.,  16ib.,  161b.,  81b.,  and  8lb.  At  Hendersyde 
on  the  15th,  eight,  261b.,  221b.,  211b..  181b.  171b. 
161b.,  131b.,  and  91b. ;  and  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  two, 
181b.  and  6^1b.  On  the  17th  Mr.  Duff, 
ten,  211b.,  21Ib.,  201b.,  ITJlb.,  141b.,  141b.,  91b., 
ejlb.,  and  51b.  Lady  Waldie  Griffith,  two, 
221b.  and  18ilb.  ;  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith, 
six,  211b.,  201b..  181b.,  161b.,  61b  ,  and  41b.  On  the 
18th,  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  four,  24flb., 
181b.,  161b.,  and  101b.  On  the  19th,  Lord  Playfair, 
five.  20ilb.,  20Jlb„  191b.,  111b.,  and  41b..  and  Sir 
Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  seven,  21Jlb.,  211b.,  191b.. 
161b.,  151b..  91b.,  and  51b.  On  the  20th,  Lord 
Playfair,  six,  231b.,  221b.,  121b..  121b-,  lUb.,  and 
71b.,  and  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  eight,  22 Jib., 
22Jlb.,  21Jlb,  201b.,  181b.,  91b.,  8!b.,  and  7ilb. 
Later. — -On  the  Sprouston  water,  on  Oct.  14,  Mr. 
T.  C.  Mundey.  two,  291b.,  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  Meakin, 
three,  201b.,  201b.,  and  191b.  On  the  15th,  Mr. 
Meakin,  two,  241b.  and  271b.,  and  two  grilse.  101b. 
and  6lb.  On  the  16th.  he  had  three,  201b.,  191b., 
and  181b.,  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Mundey,  one  of  151b.  On 
the  17th,  Mr.  Meakin,  niue,  201b.,  201b.,  191b.,  191b., 
171b.,  161b.,  151b  ,  141b.,  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Mundey, 
four,  211b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  151b.  On  the  19th, 
Mr.  T.  C.  Mundey,  four,  281b.,  181b.,  121b.,  and  101b. ; 
Mr.  W.  Mundey,  three.  261b.,  201b.,  and  181b. ;  Mr. 
Meakin,  four,  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  and  151b.  On  the 
20th,  Mr.  Meakin,  four,  221b..  211b.,  201b.,  and  151b. ; 
and  Mr.  T.  C.  Mundey,  three,  211b.,  181b.,  and  161b. 
On  Birgham  water,  on  the  14th,  Captain  H.  Dawnay, 
one  salmon,  191b.;  and  one  grilse,  71b.,  and  on  the 
15th  one  of  231b. ;  the  Rev.  Ivor  Graham,  one  grilse 
of  71b.  On  the  16th,  the  Rev.  Ivor  Graham,  three 
salmon,  181b.,  211b.,  and  181b.,  and  one  grilse  of 
71b.  On  the  17th,  Sir  David  Baird,  seven,  281b., 
251b.,  251b.,  231b.,  211b.,  161b.,  and  141b.  ;  Major 
Agnew.  seven,  221b.,  22lb.,  221b.,  191b.,  171b.,  161b  , 
and  161b.;  Miss  Fielding,  two,  291b.  and  211b. 
On  the  20th,  Sir  D.  Baird,  six,  241b.,  221b.,  201b., 
191b.,  181b.,  and  181b. ;  and  Major  Agnew,  one  of 
211b.,  and  one  grilse,  71b.  On  the  Carham  water, 
on  the  19th,  Mr.  Perkins  had  sixteen  salmon  to  his 
own  rod. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  no  w  much 
milder,  and  as  the  local  rivers  are  toning  down  into 
good  order  it  is  anticipated  that  the  season  will 
wind  up  well.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Crossgar  are 
well  stocked  with  salmon.  The  best  salmon  flies  for 
this  time  are  Fiery  Brown,  Orange  Grouse,  Jock 
Scott,  Black  and  Claret,  and  Silver  Doctor.  The 
Moneycaragh  is  in  good  order  and  quite  a  lot  of  fish 
are  up.  The  best  sea-trout  fly  is  large  Black  and 
Silver.  At  Woodburn,  Mar.'^hallstown,  and  the 
other  dams,  trout  fishing  is  almost  confined  to  the 
twenty  minutes'  rise  just  before  dusk.  Conse- 
quently the  average  take  does  not  exceed  half  a 
dozen  fish.  Some  salmon  were  killed  on  the  Cloueh. 
—J.  A.  B.  ^ 

Iiongfli  Currane.  etc.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  season  closed  on  Oct.  15,  and  wound  up  fairly 
well  considering  the  unfavourable  conditions  of 
wind  and  water.  On  the  13th,  the  Hon.  L.  W. 
St.  Clair  got  two  salmon,  61b.  and  81b.,  on  the 
Waterville  river;  on  the  14tb,  two,  weighing  on  an 
average  81b.,  on  the  same  water;  and  on  the  15th, 
one  (weight  not  ascertained),  on  the  Cummeragh. 
On  the  13th,  a  gentleman,  fishing  the  lower  water 
on  the  Inny,  landed  a  salmon  of  71b.  On  the  15th, 
Colonel  Carruthers,  on  the  same  river,  had  two  fish, 
101b.  and  81b.  ;  and  Dr.  Joshua,  one.  71b.  On  the 
Cummeragh,  on  the  15th,  Mr.  J.  Watson  landed 
two  nice  salmon  of  101b.  and  91b.,  and  Johnny 
Brennan  one  of  81b.  On  the  same  day.  Miss  Green 
had  one  (the  weight  of  which  I  did  not  get)  on 
Waterville  river.  Nothing  worth  recording  was 
done  on  the  upper  lakes  owing  to  galea,  but  fair 
sport  was  had  occasionally  on  Lough  Currane  at 
sea-trout. — T.  J.  D. 

ShaBnon  (Castleconnell).— No  material  change 
has  taken  place  in  conditions  of  weather  or  water. 
On  Doonass  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  one  peal, 
51b.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill 
killed  one  peal,  51b. — J.  Enkight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Numbers  of  boat-anglers  were  off  on 
Oct.  18,  favoured  by  a  land  wind  (N.W.  by  W.)  and 
a  calm  sea,  over  the  Sussex  Square  and  other 
grounds — since  which  the  sea  has  been  choppy. 
The  Brighton  beach  is  not  all  shingle,  and  the 
deposit  of  sand  between  the  new  Groynes  to  the 
east  of  the  Palace  Pier  is  greatly  on  the  increase, 
and  lug-worms  —  an  invaluable  bait  for  whiting, 
etc — are  being  dug  for  daily. — H. 

Bumham-on-Croucli. — The  anglers  who  came 
doff'n  on  Oct.  18  met  with  very  poor  sport.  I 
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thought  that  very  good  baskets  would  have  been 
taken  of  the  various  fish  that  are  now  in  the  river. 
The  weather  was  dull  but  very  mild,  and  scarcely 
any  wind,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon  the 
tide  was  right ;  although  the  water  was  thick,  sport 
should  have  been  fairly  good.  The  old  fishermen 
here  put  it  down  to  the  continuous  heavy  rain  and 
gales  that  we  have  had  and  are  still  having.  During 
the  past  week  a  few  fairly  good  baskets  of  fish  have 
been  caught.  The  trawlers  are  getting  some  very 
large  soles  and  pouting,  and  occasionally  a  good 
codling  is  taken,  as  well  as  some  small  plaice.  The 
tides  will  not  be  right  this  week-end  for  angling. 
— J.  Wright. 

Deal. — Oct.  15,  wind  Westerly,  strong,  with 
ground  swell,  water  in  better  condition ;  decent 
takes  of  fish  landed.  Oct.  16,  Westerly,  water  in 
good  condition ;  good  takes  of  whiting,  conger, 
pouting,  and  other  kinds  of  fish  taken.  Oct.  16, 
N.  N.  W.,  strong ;  good  takes  of  good  fish.  Mr. 
Tracy  weighed  twelve  of  the  largest  whiting,  which 
scaled  11  Jib. ;  the"  same  gentleman  took  on  Oct.  15 
and  16  eight  score  and  four  whiting,  three  and  a  half 
score  pouting,  31b.  dogs,  six  conger,  besides  hooking 
some  very  large  fish  which  carried  away  several 
hooks.  Mr.  Wood  and  friend  took  eight  splendid 
codling,  several  whiting,  and  other  fish  ;  Mr.  Spence 
and  son,  seven  score  whiting  and  poutine,  and  one 
nice  conger.  In  the  evening,  a  large  contingent  of 
angling  gentlemen  put  in  an  appearance.  Oct.  18. 
— Wind  N.N.W.,  strong,  with  ground  swell ;  a  good 
many  boats  out,  and  some  very  decent  takes  of  fish 
were  landed.  Mr.  Fisk  and  two  friends  had  a  fair 
take,  while  Mr.  Nunn  and  Miss  D.  Hanger  scored 
up  well  with  mixtures  of  whiting,  conger,  dog- 
fish, and  flatfish,  and  three  decent  codfish,  two 
of  71b.  and  one  of  81b.  Miss  Hanger  had  the 
good  luck  of  landing  two  of  the  last-named  fish. 
On  the  19th,  wind  changed  round  to  the  S.S.W., 
moderate  and  cloudy,  takes  rather  "  spotty,"  Mr. 
Tracy  and  son,  four  and  a  half  score  good  mixtures ; 
Mr.  Melville  and  two  friends,  five  and  a  half  score 
good  mixtures.  On  the  20th,  wind,  S.S.W.,  fresh, 
good  takes  of  large  whiting,  Mr.  Wheeler,  in  two 
days,  had  fairly  decent  sport.  On  the  21st,  wind, 
westerly,  fine  first  part  of  day,  in  the  afternoon 
heavy  rain,  water  rather  clear  ;  some  decent  takes 
of  very  fine  whiting  landed,  and  any  gentleman 
wishing  to  try  boat  fishing,  I  should  advise  him  to 
provide  himself  with  warm  clothing,  such  as  jerseys 
and  oilskins. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

 (the  Pier). — Improved  conditions  of  weather 

have  brought  about  material  improvement  in  sport 
during  the  last  few  days,  though  pier  catches  are 
not  yet  up  to  the  usual  standard  obtaining  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Some  remarkably  good 
specimens  of  whiting  have  been  taken,  and  small 
pouting  have 'been  so  plentiful  as  to  prove  quite 
a  nuisance  to  the  more  experienced  anglers,  though 
affording  excellent  pastime  to  the  juveniles.  The 
water  remains  in  splendid  colour,  and  week-end 
fishing  should  prove  highly  productive.  Pollack 
are  still  extremely  scarce,  though  angled  for  daily 
with  the  most  tempting  baits.  On  Oct.  17  Mr. 
Jack  had  a  fair  mixed  bag,  Mr.  Holmes  some 
good  whiting,  and  Mr.  Baker  a  nice  string  of 
codling  the  largest  of  which  sealed  5Jlb. 
The  catch  of  the  day,  however,  indead  of  the 
present  season,  was  a  well-baited  pollack  of 
10:^lb.,  which  was  hooked  and  landed  by  Mr.  O. 
Wneeler  while  bottom  fishing  with  lug  worms. 
The  18th  brought  out  a  large  number  of  local 
anglers,  as  well  as  a  few  visitors,  but  sport  ruled 
very  slow  throughout  the  entire  day,  though  large 
numbers  of  tiny  pouting  more  than  satisfied  some 
of  the  youthful  fishermen.  Oct.  19  witnessed  but 
little  improvement,  the  only  catch  of  importance 
being  a  few  whiting  which  fell  to  Mr.  Holmes's  rod. 
Mr.  Sparke  was  busy  among  the  pouting  in  the 
evening,  when  a  heavy  shower  had  almost  denuded 
the  pier  of  its  angling  patrons.  The  fishing  on 
Tuesday  proved  much  superior  to  anything  recently 
experienced,  and  upon  the  slack  of  the  flood  tide 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Waddington  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes 
were  very  successful  among  the  whiting,  making 
good  catches  of  fish,  some  of  which  scaled  nearly 
21b.  Mr.  Lindley  had  an  edible  crab  and  a  few 
whiting,  and  nearly  every  rod  made  a  fair  return. 
Some  ten  rods  that  were  in  position  upon  the  draw 
of  the  flood  tide  on  Wednesday  rendered  yeoman 
service  for  a  short  time,  but  matters  proved  very 
slow  during  the  strength  of  the  tide.  Despite  a 
deluge  of  drenching  rain,  some  dozen  ardent 
anglers  stuck  manfully  to  their  rods  upon  the  slack 
of  the  flood,  and  were  rewarded  with  a  good  catch 
of  whiting.  Mrs.  Holmes  and  Mrs.  Waddington, 
the  only  two  ladies  present,  especially  distinguishing 
themselves  above  their  male  rivals  by  the  extent  of 
their  catches.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens  had  a  small 
mixed  bag,  including  a  shapely  plaice,  in  the  course 
of  the  day.  The  water  remains  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition, and  both  lug-worms  and  herring-bait  are 
fairly  plentiful. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 
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Hastings .—  Plenty  of  fish  inshore,  and  if  the 
weather  will  only  let  us  get  at  them  good  spirt 
should  attend  our  festiviil  this  week-end  —  at 
present,  prospects  as  regards  weather  fairly  favour- 
able. On  Oct.  20— practically  the  last  day  possible 
for  boat-fishing — all  the  boats  did  excellently  well — 
cod  up  to  9 Jib.,  and  gooifl'its,  whiting,  and  conger. 
The  piers  have  done  well,  principally  evening  fishing. 
On  Oct.  19,  in  a  competition  at  St.  Leonards  Pier, 
two  codling  of  over  5lb.  were  secured. — H.  D. 

Ipswich. — Until  last  week  the  autumn  fishing  in 
the  salt  water  has  been  disappointing.  The  whiting 
have  been  much  later  than  usual  in  putting  in  an 
appearance,  whilst  dabs  and  other  flatfish  have  not 
been  taken  in  any  quantities.  An  improvement  is 
now,  however,  manifest,  and  during  the  past  week- 
end several  boats  have  been  out.  The  first  whiting 
match  was  held  on  Oct.  14,  and  though  the  catches 
do  not  compare  with  those  of  previous  years  the  re- 
sult was  so  far  satisfactory  in  that  the  fish  taken  were 
much  above  the  average  size.  Mr.  G.  P.  Price  took 
first  prize  for  the  greatest  number,  Mr.  E.  J.  King 
second,  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Westgato  third.  The  best 
MX  fish  taken  by  one  competitor  scaled  41b.,  others 
following  with  31b.  14Joz.,  31b.  14oz.,  3lb.  9oz.,  and 
31b.  8Joz.  The  largest  single  whiting  weighed 
lib.  1  Joz.,  and  was  secured  by  Mr,  J.  Burkitt. — 
H.  C.  Westgate. 

Lowestoft. — My  prediction  of  last  week  has  been 
fulfilled  and  justified,  and  whiting  and  cod  are  now 
on  the  feed  in  great  quantity,  and  grand  takes  have 
been  made  from  the  piers,  boats,  and  beach.  The 
splendid  results  from  boat  anglers  does  not  appear 
to  be  generally  known,  to  judge  from  the  few 
London  anglers  and  others  taking  part.  To  give 
one  instance.  Captain  Ferguson  Davey,  fishing  with 
Walter  Stock  (boatman),  in  five  days  last  week  had 
twenty  cod,  weighing  1531b.  (largest  141b.),  and 
444  whiting  and  dabs;  on  Oct.  12,  from  8  a.m.  to 
10  a.m.,  two  cod  (111b.  and  51b.),  eighty-two 
whiting,  and  three  dabs.  Mr.  Victor  Chadd, 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  17,  had  four  cod  weighing  441b. 
From  the  piers  any  amount  of  whiting,  and 
cod  from  51bs.  upwards,  Mr.  J.  Hildyard  heading 
the  list  with  a  grand  cod  of  211b.  This  record 
would  be  hard  to  beat  anywhere,  I  feel  sure.  The 
competition  in  connection  with  the  Lowestoft  Sea 
Angling  Society,  held  on  the  Claremont  Pier  on 
the  17th,  was  a  great  success,  members  turning  up 
in  force.  This  young  Society  promises  to  be  a  huge 
success,  247  members  having  already  been  enrolled. 
Mr.  Jackson  Scott  has  presented  a  silver  cup  to  ba 
fished  for  and  won  outright  .early  in  November. 
Other  prizes  are  being  offered  by  Mr.  Haws. 

Penzance. — Moderate  sport  when  we  can  get  to 
sea.  Fishermen  are  having  catches  of  eighty  good- 
sized  whiting  down  per  boat.  Mr.  Candler,  B.S.A.S., 
had,  in  three  catches,  twenty  bream,  twelve  conger, 
six  wrasse,  one  fine  crawfish  (71b.  2oz.),  thirty 
gurnard,  four  mackerel,  four  whiting,  and  had  his 
tackle  broken  up  by  a  big  conger. — J.  H.  Rowe 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Our  boats  have  not  been  able  to  get 
out  much  on  account  of  the  weather,  but  while  I 
write  it  is  clearing  a  bit  and  they  are  all  making  for 
the  fishing  grounds,  where  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
will  get  some  sport.  Pollack  seem  to  be  plentiful 
when  the  weather  suits.  Mullet  are  still  feeding  in 
the  docks,  and  large  quantities  of  smelt  are  being 
taken  from  the  various  wharves.  These  latter  fish  are 
very  fine  this  year. — William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Samsgate. — Very  little  fishing  was  done  in  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  owing  to  the  strong  wind. 
On  the  16th  two  or  three  of  the  larger  boats  went 
out,  and  brought  in  some  nice  codling.  On  the  18th 
and  19th  many  boats  were  out,  and  mostly  had 
nice  takes  of  codling  and  pouting,  with  a  few 
whiting,  which  are  small  and  sjarce  up  to  now. 
From  the  Iron  Pier  a  few  bass,  codling  and  whiting 
have  been  taken;  from  the  Harbour  and  landing- 
stages  silver  eels,  plaice  and  dabs,  with  a  good 
gprinkling  of  smelts,  have  been  landed.  Week-end 
prospects  fairly  good. — Grey  Mullet. 

Southampton.— Sea  fishing  is  at  its  height  just 
now  and  good  sport  may  be  obtained  at  almost 
any  time.  An  unusual  number  of  conger  have 
been  taken  during  the  summer,  ranging  from  2lb. 
to  25lb.,  large  numbers  from  101b.  to  201b.  being 
caught  almost  every  week.  The  whiting  are  not  so 
very  large  yet,  but  they  and  pouting  are  plentiful. 
Dabs  and  fiounders  are  very  scarce,  and  have  been 
the  last  four  years.  Mullet  have  been  plentiful 
throughout  the  summer,  but  are  now  off.  Soma 
good  specimens  of  bass  were  taken  during  the 
season,  the  best  one  of  71b.  A  cold  snap  will  help 
the  whiting  up. — C.  McPheeson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southwold.  —  Little  to  record  this  week,  as 
although  great  things  were  looked  for  owing  to 
change  of  wind  to  N.  and  N.W.,  it  shortly  veered 
round  to  its  old  quarter,  W.,  S.W.,  and  S.,  from 
which  rough  weather  with  much  rain  has  been  the 
outcome.  Beach  boats  have  enly  been  able  to  get 
to  sea  twice  during  the  week.     From  the  pier, 
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however,  whiting  of  decent  size  were  taken  on 
Oct.  18,  19,  and  20,  though  no  big  bags  can 
yet  be  recorded.  Mr.  Critten  during  the  week 
landed  a  conger  of  61b.  2oz.  :  Mr.  Wrightson,  one 
of  Sflh. ;  and  a  codling  of  4jlb.  was  taken  by  two 
lads  (Farmiloe).  The  season  is  later  than  has  been 
the  case  for  some  years,  and  until  colder  weather 
sets  in  improvement  in  sport  is  improbable.  — 
L.  B.  Weightson. 

Walmer. — The  recent  change  in  the  weather  has 
been  accompanied  by  a  corresponding  improvement 
in  sport,  but  fewer  anglers  than  usual  have  been 
here  to  take  advantage  of  the  better  conditions. 
There  seems  every  prospect  of  excellent  sport  if  the 
weather  will  only  hold  good.  The  water  is  in 
splendid  condition,  the  sea  very  smooth,  and  if  we 
except  rain,  which  is  falling  freely,  things  could 
hardly  be  better.  There  are  no  specially  lai-ge  takes 
or  very  large  fish  to  record,  but  the  few  anglers  who 
have  gone  out  have  done  fairly  well. — Chaeles 
HussEY,  B.S.A.S. 


^offings  bp  t^c  i5ap. 

"  Pessimism  is  only  a  bad  moral  digestion  ;  life  is 
intrinsically  neither  good  nor  bad — it  is  what  we 
make  it." — Andke  Thetxriet. 


On  Wednesday  (Oct.  21)  I  crossed  over  from 
St.  Dunstan's  House  to  the  hall  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
T  went  to  see  tackle,  and  I  did  see  sea  tackle,  and 
I  should  want  a  column  to  properly  tackle  all  the 
sea  tackle  I  did  see.  There  were  stalls  to  the  left 
and  right  of  me,  and  before  and  behind  me,  and 
how  they  got  such  a  splendid  display  into  such  a 
small  compass  really  puzzles  me.  It  was  Multum  in 
Parvo,  with  a  capital  M  and  a  big  P.  Messrs  Hardy 
Bros,  had  a  good  show  of  goods  which  need  no 
description  or  eulogium.  A.  W.  Gamage  and  Co. 
(Ltd.)  I  fully  expect  induced  many  visitors  to  go 
straight  from  Fetter-lane  to  Hoi  born.  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co.  (Ltd.)  showed  they  could  arm  a  sea 
angler  cap-a-pie.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  report 
elsewhere  the  sea  angler  could  find  everything  he 
wanted  at  Messrs.  Carter's  stall,  and  quality  and 
price  would  satisfy  the  most  critical.  A  photo  of 
Messrs.  Carter's  exhibit  appears  on  page  iii.  Smart, 
eh  ?  G.  Little  and  Co.  had  a  very  pretty  exhibit 
— light  sea  rods,  sea  reels  and  flies,  conger 
and  shark  hooks,  etc.  Mr.  F.  T.  Williams,  of 
Great  Queen-street,  settled  the  economic  ques- 
tion. He  will  give  you  an  outfit  and  hand 
you  7s.  6d.  change  for  a  sovereign,  so  with  a 
B.S.A.S.  privilege  ticket  "a  thick  un  "  will  give  you  a 
fishing  trip.  Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson  &  Anderson 
accounted  for  the  recent  wet  weather.  They  made 
such  a  display  of  waterproofs  as  raised  the  ire  of 
Jupiter  Pluvius,  who  has  set  the  elements  to  work 
to  baffle  the  three  A's,  but  without  success. 
•  •  «  •  • 

The  B.S.A.S.  had  an  interesting  stall  "on  their 
own" — fully  described  elsewhere.  One  word  here, 
however,  about  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  who  ought  to  cry 
with  the  old  philosopher  "Eureka  !  "  I  think  it  was 
Archimedes  who  said  with  a  fulcrum  he  could  move 
the  earth.  Mr.  Parker  has  invented  a  rod  arrange- 
ment which  has  fulcrums  all  over  it.  It  will  lift 
every  fish  any  angler  has  talked  about.  Altogether 
the  show  was  really  remarkable,  and  the  B.S.A.S. 
has  my  applause,  and  those  who  worked  so  hard 
my^sympathy  and  praise. 


Beauty,  art,  literature,  music  all  combined  to 
make  the  social  supper  of  the  City  of  London  Pisca- 
torial Society  a  brilliant  success.  The  ladies — bless 
them  ! — furnished  a  galaxy  of  beauty ;  art  was 
represented  in  the  clever  painting  by  Miss  Ladell, 
and  this  versatile  young  lady  contributed  to  the 
music,  while  excerpts  from  Dickens  and  Thackeray 
were  so  well  received  as  to  prove  that  anglers  love 
our  English  classics.  My  good  friend  "  Old  Izaak  " 
touched  the  right  note  when  he  said  the  society  is 
worthy  of  the  City.  London,  I  can  speak  for  the 
whole  metropolis,  is  proud  of  its  society. 


At  the  next  meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Oct.  28 
(the  programme  is  printed  Oct.  23  in  error),  Mr. 
Charles  Hussey  will  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Admiralty 
Works  at  Dover  Harbour."  The  paper  will  be 
copiously  illustrated  with  lantern  slides,  for  the 
due  exhibition  of  which  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  has 
kindly  offered  his  splendid  lantern.  Mr.  Hussey's 
skill  both  with  camera  and  lantern  is  so  well  known 
that  he  is  sure  of  a  large  audience,  as  there  must  be 
many  like  myself  who  are  anxious  to  see  and  hear 
all  that  can  be  seen  and  heard  on  this  important 
and  interesting  subject. 


The  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Briny  Anglers'  Association 
(Mr.  Alfred  Marks)  wishes  to  give  notice  that  the 
society's    headquarters   are   removed   from  the 


Duke  of  Wurtemburg,  Hatfield-street,  Stamford- 
street,  S.E.,  to  larger  and  more  convenient  premises, 
consequent  upon  the  great  increase  in  membership. 
The  meetings  will  in  future  be  held  on  Monday 
evenings  at  the  Eight  Bells,  Meymott-street, 
Blackfriars,  S.E.,  when  as  many  as  possible  who 
can  attend  will  be  welcomed. 


At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Piscatorial 
Society,  held  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on 
Oct.  15,  Mr.  W.  H.  Burrows  presiding,  it  was 
resolved  to  hold  an  angling  competition  on  the 
Glamorgan  Canal  some  time  during  November,  and 
to  hold  a  supper  on  the  same  evening.  At  the  close 
of  the  meeting  Mr.  Burrowes,  on  behalf  of  the  club, 
presented  to  Mr.  Webster,  late  hon.  sec.  '  f  the 
society,  a  handsome  marble  timepiece  on  the 
occasion  of  his  marriage.  In  making  the  presenta- 
tion the  chairman  made  reference  to  Mr.  Webster's 
long  and  able  services  to  the  society,  and  wished 
him  and  his  wife  long  life  and  happiness. 


On  Oct.  18  the  body  of  a  Dunblane  man,  named 
Archibald  Brown,  was  found  in  the  Allan  between 
Bridge  of  Allan  and  Stirling.  He  disappeared  on 
Oct.  15,  and  it  is  conjectured  that  he  had  been 
wading  in  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  when 
he  was  carried  away  by  the  heavy  spate  and 
drowned. 


The  Caspian  Sea  is  the  largest  inland  body  of 
water  in  the  world.  Its  length  from  north  to  south 
is  740  miles,  while  its  average  breadth  is  200  miles. 
Its  total  area  is  variously  estimated  at  from  140,000 
to  180,000  square  miles.  It  appears  very  probable 
that  its  waters,  which  are  said  to  be  still  diminishing, 
once  covered  the  greater  part  of  the  adjacent 
steppes.  This  would  have  made  a  nice  fish  pond 
for  the  B.S.A.S. 


In  the  churchyard  at  Hythe  is  this  epitaph  on  a 
fisherman  : — 

"  His  net  old  fisher  George  long  drew, 
Shoals  upon  shoals  he  caught, 
Till  Death  came  hauling  for  his  due, 

And  made  poor  George  his  draught. 
Death  fishes  on  through  various  shapes; 

In  vain  it  is  to  fret ; 
Nor  fish  or  fisherman  escapes 
Death's  all-enclosing  net." 


"  We  are  living  in  a  grand  and  wondrous  age," 
remarked  a  railway  passenger  to  a  stranger  who 
occupied  the  seat  beside  him.  "  Invention  is 
rampant  everywhere."  "  Yes,"  said  his  companion, 
"  that's  about  what  I  observed  to  a  witness  in  a 
lawsuit  against  me  recently ;  there  are  more  liars 
to  the  square  yard  now  than  there  used  to  be  to 
the  acre." 


Sportsmen  will  be  pleased  with  I.Ir.  Andrew  J. 
Stone's  article  in  the  November  Scribner's,  "Camp 
Life  in  Arctic  America,"  which  affords  a  vivid 
impression  of  the  hardships  and  perils  encountered 
in  the  great  Arctic  wilderness.  The  illustrations, 
from  his  own  photographs,  give  a  clear  idea  of  the 
barrenness  and  loneliness  of  some  of  the  camps.  One 
of  them  is  of  an  entirely  new  species  of  caribou 
shot  by  the  author. 


Accoeding  to  the  Hastings  Observer,  in  the  com- 
petition held  by  the  West  Pier  Angling  Association 
on  Wednesday,  Oct.  14,  on  St.  Leonards  Pier, 
twenty  members  competed  for  two  sea  rods,  which 
were  offered  as  special  prizes,  one  by  Mr.  Cleaver 
for  the  heaviest  fish  caught  (minimum  weight  lib.), 
and  the  other  by  Mr.  Jenkins  for  the  heaviest  catch 
of  sizeable  fish  (minimum  weight  of  catch  31b.) ; 
both  rods  were  won  by  Mr.  Woollett,  who  landed  a 
nice  codling  scaling  51b.  1  loz.  Other  nice  fish  taken 
during  the  competition  were  codling,  41b.  9oz.,  by 
Mr.  Hicks  ;  codlmg,  21b.,  by  Mr.  Stiles ;  and  bass, 
Iflb.,  by  Mr.  Wilson. 


"  While  wild-fowling  on  the  mud  flats  in  the 
Thames  estuary."  writes  a  correspondent  of  the 
Evening  News,  "  I  came  across  a  man  apparently 
crawling  on  all  fours  along  a  muddy  little  creek. 
Every  now  and  again  he  would  throw  a  live  fish  on 
to  the  bank.  He  told  me  that  at  this  time  of  year 
the  flounder  is  very  fat  and  lazy,  and  prefers  taking 
his  ease  in  some  quiet  little  creek,  where  he  is  dis- 
covered and  captured  by  those  in  the  know,  and 
unafraid  of  crab  bites.  I  tried  the  game  myself, 
and  soon  had  a  nice  little  catch,  but  at  first  the 
laying  of  hands  on  an  unseen  struggling  flatfish 
induces  a  most  eerie  feeling,  which,  however,  soon 
disappears  as  success  begets  confidence." 


Foe  some  great  undiscovered  cause  women  have 
an  unconquerable  fear  of  cows,  and  about  the  only 
chance  they  have  of  getting  revenge  is  when  they 
nearly  knock  down  the  kitchen  table  pounding  a 
tough  beefsteak  to  make  it  tender. 


Me.  F.  Castell  writes:  "The  Clerkenwell  and 
district  visiting  list  competition  was  brought  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion  at  Windsor  on  Oct.  18. 
Results  in  the  order  named :  Messrs.  W.  Watling, 
Lincoln  A.S.,  31b.  15^oz. ;  Carter,  Phoenix,  31b. 
4^oz.  ;  Nelson,  Lincoln,  21b.  6|oz.  ;  A.  E.  Hoodless, 
Camden,  21b.  6oz. ;  Hyet,  North  London,  21b.  5^oz.  ; 
R.  Watling,  Lincoln,  21b.  4|oz.  ;  Hawkins,  Lincoln, 
21b.  2oz. ;  Martin,  Camden,  21b.  loz.  ;  C.  Dove, 
Phoenix,  21b.  ^oz. ;  Cook,  Lincoln,  lib.  15oz.  We 
had  but  80  entries.  Thirty-four  weighed  in  461b.  for 
ten  prizes  and  three  specials,  Mr.  Watling  winning 
specimen  prize  for  roach  and  a  prize  given  by  the 
host  of  the  Waterman's  Arms.  Eton.  Mr.  Cook  won 
the  prize  for  specimen  dace." 


Me.  J.  A.  Stevens,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Roydon 
Anglers,  says  that  a  fine  pike,  weighing  201b.,  was 
recently  noticed  in  an  exhausted  condition  close  to 
Roydon  Station  in  a  flooded  meadow.  A  servant 
of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  secured  it  with  some 
difficulty  and  handed  it  to  the  station-master,  who 
presented  it  to  the  Roydon  Anglers'  Club.  The 
fish  was  forty-four  inches  in  length,  and  is  being 
set  up  as  it  is  considered  to  be  the  largest  found  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Stort  for  many  years. 


"  The  art  which  we  profess  has  beauty  for  its 
object,"  said  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  P.R.A.  Yes  ! 
and  the  beautiful  works  of  such  great  masters 
should  now  find  a  place  in  every  home.  At  the 
very  low  price  of  five  shillings  a  part — each  part 
containing  several  large  photogravures  —  Mr. 
William  Heinemann,  of  Bedford-street,  Strand,  is 
sending  out  "The  Great  Masters."  Descriptive 
letterpress  accompanies  each  part  ;  and  the  study 
of  only  one  number  is  a  liberal  education  in 
beautiful  art. 


Once  when  courting  a  damsel  of  Bicester 
We  were  joined  by  her  elderly  Sicester, 

She  said  "With  you  I'll  stay 

For  the  whole  of  the  day  " 
(Had  she  left  we  should  never  have  Micester). 


I  heae  that  it  has  been  raining  lately.  I  give  the 
report  with  due  reserve — not  had  time  to  verify  the 
truth  of  the  statement. 


A  MAN  who  had  just  returned  from  his  holidays 
in  the  North  said:  "I  have  had  a  splendid  time. 
I  found  a  magni  icent  salmon,  and  played  him  for 
seventeen  days.  I  used  to  go  back  to  him  each 
morning."  The  man  was  asked:  "Did  you  catch 
him  ?  "  "  Oh,  no,"  he  said  ;  "  and  if  I  had  caught 
him  I  should  have  put  him  back  again  into  the  pool. 
He  is  far  to  dear  a  friend  for  me  to  slay.  Why  I 
have  played  that  same  salmon  for  the  past  five 
years  for  my  entire  holiday,  and  I  hope  to  get  on  to 
him  again  next  autumn.  We  are  greatly  attached 
to  one  another." 


Paeson:  "My  man,  don't  you  think  fishing  is 
cruel  sport  ?  "  "  Well,  I  should  say  so.  I  have 
sat  here  six  hours,  and  have  not  had  a  bite  !  " 


When  Billy  the  Norman,  who,  I  think,  was  a 
a  war  man,  came  to  England,  he  very  wisely  selected 
Hastings  as  his  "objective."  If  my  memory  serves 
me  right,  he  and  a  gentleman  named  Harold 
engaged  in  a  "competition."  How  history  repeats 
itself  !  There  will  be  another  competition  at 
Hastings  to-day,  Saturday  (Oct.  24),  Sunday,  and 
Monday.  This  competition  will  be  a  bigger  affair 
than  the  Norman  Conquest,  and  much  more  pleasant. 
It  will  be  a  sea  angling  festival.  The  hard  working 
secretaries,  Messrs.  Dowsett  and  Bartram,  will 
achieve  a  splendid  success,  and  I  fully  expect  their 
health  will  be  pledged  in  many  a  foaming  tankard 
at  the  Castle  Hotel.  I  know  Host  Boyce  will  be 
the  centre  of  a  big  throng,  but  there  !  he  will  be 
equal  to  the  occasion. 

***** 

I  am  sorry  that  the  Brighton  Sea  Angling 
Festival  had  to  be  postponed.  Weather  again ! 
Will  nobody  improve  the  weather  ?  The  Festival 
is  now  announced  to  take  place  on  Oct.  31,  and 
Nov.  1  and  2.  This,  unfortunately,  clashes  with 
the  Folkestone  Festival.  At  the  B.S.A.S.  Exhibi- 
tion the  other  night  there  was  no  invention  shown 
which  will  enable  a  fellow  to  be  in  two  places  at 
once.    How  handy  such  an  invention  would  be  to 

Deagnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Wo  have  had  more  rain,  which  has  done  much 
to  prevent  some  of  our  clubs  fishing  their  bye- 
contests  in  the  rivers  owing  to  them  being  out  over 
the  meadows.  Several  clubs  have  had  to  postpone 
their  contests,  and  have  made  fresh  arrange- 
ments to  fish  their  contests  in  the  canals.  The 
Salmon  Society  have  decided  to  call  a  special 
meeting  to  decide  _  where  they  will  hold  their 
next  contest.  The 'Mitre  Society  fish  a  contest 
in  the  canal  at  Kingsbury  on  Oct.  25,  and  the 
Highgate  Club  intend  to  fish  their  club  waters 
at  Rugeley  on  Oct.  25.  The  Avon,  Severn,  and 
Trent  have  been  unfishable  owing  to  the  high 
and  discoloured  state  of  the  water  ;  the  rivers  have 
been  in  flood,  and  very  little  sport  will  be  had  for 
eome  time  to  come,  but  the  small  tributaries  have 
been  fished  with  success,  as  the  force  of  the  water 
in  the  main  rivers  has  sent  the  fish  out  of  the  main 
streams.,  and  the  anglers  who  have  received  permis- 
sion to  go  on  private  grounds  have  been  rewarded 
by  securing  good  baskets.  The  Avon  at 
Evesham,  Defford,  Eckington,  and  Bredon  has 
been  out  over  the  fields.  The  Brighton  Society 
went  out  to  Defford  last  week,  but  on  account  of 
the  state  of  the  river  they  were  unable  to  fish.  The 
river  Teme  and  its  tributaries  are  all  at  the  present 
time  in  flood.  The  Trent,  at  Alrewas,  has  over- 
flowed its  banks,  and  the  meadows  are  submerged. 
The  Hockley  Piscatorial  Society  have  had  to  post- 
pone their  bye-contest  until  Nov.  8.  At  Stratford 
the  heavy  rains  have  rendered  the  river  unfishable  for 
some  time  to  come.  The  towing-paths  of  the  Severn 
at  Shrewsbury  are  under  water.  Canal  fishing  imder 
these  circumstances  will  be  found  to  be  the  most 
profitable,  and  I  should  recommend  anglers  to  go 
in  for  this  kind  of  sport  or  try  some  of  the  local 
pools.  I  have  heard  of  some  good  sport  being  had 
in  the  Alvechurch  district  lately,  and  in  the  Strat- 
ford Canal  at  Brearley  and  Wilmcote.  As  these 
notes  leave  me  the  weather  is  bright  and  sunny. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE! 

Anglers  have  experienced  another  idle  week  in 
the  Fen  district,  and  there  is  practically  nothing  to 
report.  The  succession  of  heavy  rains  last  week 
kept  the  rivers  and  drains  in  such  a  state  of  flood 
that  fishing  was  entirely  out  of  the  question.  True, 
a  few  sportsmen  tried  their  luck  by  fishing  on  the 
grass  in  the  flooded  districts  of  the  Witham,  and 
with  the  aid  of  worm  bait  they  succeeded  in  killing 
sundry  fish  up  to  lib. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  river  Hull  has  greatly  improved 
durmg  the  week.  At  the  beck-ends  some  good 
erch  are  being  taken  with  worm,  and  with  live 
ait  fishing  several  good  pike  up  to  91b.  each  have 
been  secured.  Roach  and  dace  are  furnishing  fair 
sport  to  maggot  in  the  Hempholme  district,  whilst 
in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river  roach  are  taking 
paste  off  the  bottom  freely,  good  takes  being  had 
at  Hull  Bridge,  Beverley  Beck-end,  and  Figham. 
At  Wawne  both  paste  and  maggot  are  accounting 
for  good  fish,  one  angler  securing  a  bream  of  over 
31b.  and  a  dace  of  9oz.  amongst  other  fish.  Sport 
is  also  improving  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal, 
some  good  perch  and  pike  being  taken  in  the 
top  pools,  and  in  the  Wash  below  Sodhouse  Lock 
several  very  fair  catches  of  roach  and  odd  bream 
have  been  made  with  maggots,  using  bran  and 
bread  as  a  ground  bait.  The  Delphs  at  Staddle- 
thorpe  Bridge  are  also  accounting  for  some  good 
fish,  one  angler  securing  two  very  good  tench  of 
about  21b.  each.  The  Ancholme  is  in  much  better 
trim  this  week. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Cross  has  won  the  Stockport  County 
Anglers'  challenge  cup  and  gold  medal.  He  has 
been  singularly  fortunate  this  season,  for  to  the 
foregomg  must  be  added  the  championship,  gold 
medal,  and  the  Federation  gold  medal,  in  all  three 
premier  prizes.  The  Rock  A.S.,  Barton,  is  doing 
well  towords  gettmg  firmly  established,  and  for  a 
new  club  is  shaping  well.  The  Bollin  remains  un- 
fishable, a  condition  it  has  been  in  for  at  least  a 
fortnight  owing  to  floods.  Our  other  rivers  are 
in  anything  but  a  satisfactory  condition.  The 
weekly  report  from  Warrington  is  anything  but 
cheering,  for  practically  there  is  nothing  doing. 
Having  finished  all  association  and  club  matches, 
the  only  items  of  interest  are  those  of  individual 
efforts,  and  of  these  nothing  startling  is  recorded. 
The  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Board  of  Management 
announce  some  important  changes  in  the  regulations 
of  their  Championship  and  Challenge  Shield  com- 


petition in  1904.  These  should  be  very  popular 
with  the  members. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

For  a  successful  club  the  Cornbrook  A.S.  will  take 
a  lot  of  beating.  At  their  annual  meeting  only  one 
vacancy  existed,  for  which  there  were  twelve  candi- 
dates. In  their  hon.  sec.  they  are  particularly  fortu- 
nate, and  the  members  seem  to  think  so,  extending 
the  same  appreciation  to  the  president.  The  Bes- 
wick  and  District  A.S.  have  just  elected  a  strong 
executive,  which  includes  a  lot  of  old  names. 
The  Gorton  A.S  are  to  wind  up  the  season  at 
Poynton  to-morrow  with  an  ordinary  club  match. 
Another  of  our  city  clubs  with  any  amount  of 
vitality  is  the  Ardwick  A.  S.  It  is  quite  understood 
that  they  intend  launching  out  in  the  coming 
financial  year.  A  remarkably  efiicient  executive  is 
elected,  with  Mr.  Forrest  as  president.  On  Tuesday 
last  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association  had  a 
great  discussion  as  to  the  position  of  the  most 
killing  fly  on  a  cast.  Needless  to  say  the  verdict  is 
still  an  open  one.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  announce 
the  acquisition  of  a  very  desirable  water  for  the 
use  of  the  members,  and  they  have  already  entered 
into  possession. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Between  Oct.  18  and  Oct.  21  at  noon  the  Trent 
here  dropped  five  feet,  and  at  the  period  of  writing 
the  river  was  running  in  very  good  condition  for 
all  round  fishing.  The  weather,  happily,  has  been 
of  a  more  genial  and  settled  character,  and  anglers, 
resorting  to  the  "slacks  "  and  other  rests.have  taken 
some  choice  lots  of  roach  and  dace.  The  patrons 
of  the  Clifton  and  Wilford  waters  did  remarkably 
well  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  on  the  latter 
day  many  beautiful  roach  were  creeled  with  gentles 
at  Attenborough  and  Barton.  The  upper  reaches 
appear  to  have  been  neglected,  though  with  the 
backwaters  daily  improving  in  colour  sport  ought 
soon  to  be  lively  enough  amongst  pike.  The  floods 
have  certainly  altered  the  quarters  of  the  fish,  which 
should  run  well  at  the  live- bait.  Since  the  piking 
season  opened  on  Mansfield  reservoir  the  subscribers 
have  been  unusually  busy.  Last  Saturday  (Oct.  17) 
two  of  the  number  accounted  for  seventeen,  best 
8  Jib.,  and  on  the  previous  night  a  splendid  specimen 
of  17 Jib.  fell  to  tne  prowess  of  Mr.  Richardson,  a 
local  sportsman.  Additional  fish  were  caught  on 
Wednesday  (Oct.  21).  None  under  51b.  are  allowed 
by  rule  to  be  retained.  Whilst  live-baiting  at  Clifton 
a  member  of  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Association 
hooked  and  secured  a  brace  of  chub  going  over  5  Jib. 
But  the  "  loggerheads  "  are  partial  to  all  sorts  of 
small  fish,  especially  minnows  and  tiny  gudgeon. 
Pike  baits  are  in  great  demand,  and  so  long  as  the 
Trent  continues  to  improve  in  colour  there  is  certain 
to  be  an  exceptional  run  upon  the  various  back- 
waters, both  above  and  below  the  city. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  improved  this  week.  It  is  many 
years  since  there  was  so  high  a  flood  in  October  in 
this  district ;  it  reached  its  highest  on  Saturday 
(Oct.  17),  when  thousands  of  acres  of  land  were 
under  water,  and  much  damage  done.  Since  Oct.  1 8 
the  waters  have  been  slowly  falling.  A  good 
quantity  of  rain  fell  during  several  nights,  but  the 
days,  with  one  exception,  have  been  fairly  dry, 
and  there  is  a  prospect  of  the  Severn  and  Teme 
being  fishable  in  a  week's  time,  and  the  Avon  a 
little  later;  but  little  sport  can  be  expected  among 
the  grayling  until  the  rivers  get  down  to  their 
ordinary  level  and  the  water  clear.  Very  few  rods 
have  been  out  this  week,  but  they  had  good  sport 
in  private  water.  Mr.  H.  Baker  caught  three  fine 
pike  and  nine  perch ;  Mr.  F.  Tyler,  six  small  pike 
and  two  large  perch ;  Mr.  W,  Day,  thirty-eight 
perch  and  four  large  eels ;  Mr.  T.  Rogers,  twenty 
perch  and  three  eels,  over  IJlb.  each.  No  club 
news  this  week. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  account  of  the  state  of  the  rivers  there  is  little 
to  report  on  angling  matters.  The  floods  have  con- 
siderably abated,  and  more  favourable  conditions 
have  prevailed  since  last  week  end.  On  Oct.  17  an 
inter-club  supper  in  connection  with  the  Wool  Pack 
and  Cattle  Market  clubs  took  place  at  the  Wool 
Pack  Hotel,  York,  and  was  well  attended.  A 
smoking  concert  followed,  and  toasts  were  proposed. 
Mr.  T.  Cooper,  in  proposing  "  Success  to  the  Cattle 
Market  A.A.,"  expressed  a  hope  that  the  inter-club 
match  would  become  an  annual  event. 


NEW  PISOATORIAL  PATENTS,- 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
a,nd  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
21,172,    J.  A.  Boult,  111,  Hatton  Garden,  London. 

"Improvements  in  or  relating  to  fish- 
hooks."^ 


Wotes  from  tf)c  ^ovtf). 

Anotheu  week  and  the  salmon  angling  season 
will  be  closed  down  on  some  eighty  odd  streams  all 
over  Scotland.  The  Tweed  and  some  Solway 
waters  remain  open  a  few  weeks  longer. 

Anglers  cannot  complain  of  the  want  of  either 
water  or  fish  this  autumn,  yet  on  the  Deo  sport, 
till  the  other  day,  has  been  comparatively  alack! 
The  fish  were  too  restless  to  take  either  bait  or  fly'. 
On  the  Don,  however,  matters  were  quite  the  oppo 
site  as  far  as  getting  fish  went. 

Mr.  Duncan,  Inspector  of  the  Kyle  of  Suther- 
land Fishery  Board,  is  preparing  to  lay  down  half 
a  million  ova  in  his  finely-appointed  hatchery  at 
Ardgay.  The  Skibo  people  are  also  making  their 
annual  arrangements  on  the  same  lines. 


Mr.  Robb,  artist,  London,  had  two  days  on  the 
Don  last  week.    On  the  Kintore  water  he  creeled 

a  341b.  fish,  and  on  the  Cruives  a  fine  121b.  fish  

not  bad  for  a  week-end  run  down. 

Mr.  Harry  Duncan  has  gone  back  to  the  Cabrach 
Huntly,  to  finish  up  the  back-end  season.  Mr. 
Duncan  had  a  fish  on  Oct.  16,  but  he  says  "  the 
game  of  going  so  far  is  not  worth  the  candle,  and 
when  one  does  get  a  fish  he  is  as  red  as  a  boiled 
lobster." 

Mr.  Anderson,  fishing  the  Feugh,  a  side-stream 
of  the  Dee,  had  a  rare  experience  on  Oct.  16. 
He  hooked  a  Rsh  which  made  off  dowTi  stream,  and 
he  had  to  follow.  Suddenly  two  trees  projected 
right  in  his  path,  and  over  them  he  must  get,  for 
there  was  no  getting  round  them. 

He  climbed  one  tree  rod  in  hand,  and,  getting  the 
line  clear,  slid  down  and  climbed  the  other.  Here, 
perched  on  the  top  of  the  second  tree,  he  played  the 
fish,  which  by  this  time  had  run  out  every  yard  of 
line.  But  his  stuff  was  good,  and  he  ultimately 
landed  a  6Jlb.  grilse. 

An  angler  from  the  Stock  Exchange,  London,  had 
a  day's  trouting  granted  him  on  the  Don  last  week, 
and  on  a  9ft.  rod  and  trout  tackle  hooked,  played, 
and  landed  his  first  salmon,  a  beauty  of  251b.  The 
bailiffs,  much  to  his  chagrin,  seized  his  fish,  but  the 
chief  watcher  restored  it,  and  the  lucky  angler  left 
for  the  South  in  great  glee. 

I  have  been  experimenting  lately  with  Ught  and 
heavy  rods  alternately,  and  after  a  very  practical 
manner  both  on  the  Dee  and  Don.  For  all  purposes 
a  rod  of  9ft.  or  10ft.  will  do  for  spinning  a  bait  as  well 
as  a  larger  one,  but  it  takes  twice  the  time  to  kill  the 
fish  on  the  light  rod. 

Several  salmon  fishings  on  the  Don  and  Findhorn 
were  sold  last  week  at  advances  on  the  reserve 
prices. 

Lady  Seafield  is  now  to  fight  the  Rothes  Town 
Coimcil  and  the  Glen  Grant  Distillery  Company  on 
the  question  of  their  pollution  of  the  Spey. 

Sir  George  McPherson  Grant  has  again  won  his 
case  in  the  Second  Division  of  the  Court  of  Session 
against  the  Glenfarclas  Distillery  Company  with 
reference  to  the  pollution  of  Carron  Burn  at  Ballin- 
dalloch.  After  this  the  wliiskey  makers  should 
surrender  all  roimd. 

An  old  hand,  Hugh  Harper,  and  his  quondam 
chum,  Jack  Mitchell,  were  in  the  dock  last  week 
before  Sheriff  Henderson  Begg  for  being  found  at  a 
certain  tail  race  looking  for  salmon  with  a  clip  or 
gaff.  He  admitted  being  there  for  the  purpose 
of  poaching,  and  later  on  that  there  were  some  dozen 
or  so  of  preNious  convictions.  Hugh  got  tliirty  days 
or  £5  and  expenses. 

Wlien  there  is  abimdance  of  fish  there  is  abun- 
dance of  poacliing.  J ust  now  the  baihffs  are  every- 
where, but  so  are  the  poachers.  Close  the  market, 
and  the  chief  inducement  to  Hugh  and  his  kidney 
will  be  gone. 

The  harvest  will  be  ruined  with  the  wet,  so  will 
the  closing  days  of  the  season.  Hard,  dry  weather, 
and  there  will  be  a  brilhant  wind-up. 

Special  Scotch. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
omce.— A  Catalog nE  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  bad  on  applicatioii 
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Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Bbitish  Sea.  Anglehs'  Society. 
Once  a  year  the  Society  holds  a  Tackle  Show,  and 
the  makers  and  sellers  of  the  sea  fisherman's 
requisites  loyally  back  up  the  society's  efforts  to 
carry  on  the  sport  by  bringing  to  the  Society's 
rooms  in  Fetter  Lane  good  specimens  of  their  pro- 
ducts, in  order  that,  without  effort,  the  sea  angler, 
who  is  a  sportsman,  may  see  all  that  is  new  in 
design  and  in  make.    So,  on  Wednesday  (Oct.  21), 
all  day,  the  Society's  rooms  became  a  rendezvous 
for  the  very  numerous  body  of  men  who  have  taken 
up  this  later  form  of  sport — many  and  varied  they 
were.     Society  was  represented,  the  professions 
mustered  strongly,  the  services,   naval,  military 
and    civil    were    there,    as,    indeed,   men  with 
leisure  should  be.    The  City  merchant,  Lloyd's,  the 
Stock  Exchange,  even  found  time  to  come  and  look 
at  the  tackle,  and  the  stalwart  shop-keeping  interest, 
which  perhaps  finds  more  money  to  spend  and  time 
to  spend  it  in  than  their'brethren,  came  and  looked 
on,  with  a  professional  instinct,  the  stalls  rigged  up 
by'  the  trade,  and  they  were  gratified — for  it  is  a 
trade  that  covers  the  whole  of  the  British  Isles,  and 
actually  provides  for  the  whole  world,  for,  it  is  droll, 
neither  the  ingenious  Frenchman  nor  the  plodding 
German  has  given  cause  for  anyfiscal  rearrangement. 
Our  cousins  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  are  awake, 
and  in  due  time,  doubtless,  the  last  notions  will  try 
and  wheedle  away  our  spare  cash,  but,  at  the  moment 
our  tackle  makers  supply  the  world,  and  judging 
from  what  was  seen  they  will  continue  the  supply. 
The  advertisement  columns  of  our  papers  afford 
abundant  evidence  on  this  point.    Among  the  firms 
who  exhibited  were  found  the  well-known  Hardy 
Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  whose  small  show  of  perfect 
rods  was  almost  classic,  the  boat  angler's  seat  and 
tackle-box  providi-ig  the  bathos.  Mr.  Foster  Hardy, 
who  is  a  member,  was  there  with  "  ghostly  counsel 
and  advice  "  to  inquiring  fellow-members.  Messrs. 
A.  Carter  and  Co.,  represented  by  Mr.  F.  Clay,  also 
a  member,  displayed  specimens  of  nearly  every 
thing  that  a  sea  angler  could  want — rods,  reels, 
lines,  tackle,   hooks,  and  the  ingenious  artificial 
bait,  the  Mallett  rod,  the  Zaehnsdorf  sea  reel,  the 
Lee's  mussel  spinner,  Century  sea    reel.  Bates' 
line,   and    a    double    sea    rod   (Dr.  Patterson's 
design),    the    Duplex    rod,    rings    both  sides 
and     double    winch    fittings,    were     all  there. 
G.  Little  and  Co.  exhibited  a  very  fine  collection  of 
flies,  for  even  sea  fish  rise  to  them  ;  their  rods  were 
a  marked  exhibit,  and  their  porcelain  rings  for  easy 
running  line  took  the    experts'   fancy.  Messrs. 
Gamage  had  a  well-filled  stall  with  a  marvellously 
cheap  12s.  6d.  rod.   F.  Williams  and|Co.  had  a  good 
display :  Messrs.  Anderson  oil  coats,  rubber  boots, 
and  "Dragnet"  headpiece,  warranted  to  produce 
dryness  and  comfort.    Mr.  N.  Thierry  showed  per- 
fect sea  boots  with  the  old  '  Field  "  ankle  arrange- 
ment, needful  to  make  walking  possible  in  them, 
and  so  on.    But  there  was  also  a  Members'  exhibit, 
much  crowded  by  visitors.    Mr.  A.  W.  Parker's 
crane,   a    strong  variant    from    the   rod  from 
its  extreme  ingenuity,  attracted  much  attention. 
Mr.  E.  Hyde,  a  non-corrosible  gaff,  the  handle 
marked  in  inches  for  use;  a  deal  sea-rod,  with 
special  lead  and  boom  ;  an  old  Indian  cartridge-box, 
filled  with  notions  of  his  own,  a  perlect  tackle  case. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  a  lioht  red  and  "dab"  gear, 
and  the  famous  Ballycotton  rig  for  big  fish,  a  New- 
foundland Bushen  lead  acting  both  as  boom  and 
sinker.    Mr.  S  Tucker  his  whalebone  centre  rod, 
with  the  winch  fittings  reversed,  being  on  tJie  top  of 
the  rod;  and  his  fighting  weapon,  whalebone  top 
and  greenheart  butt,  with  winch  fitted  high  up. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Litchfield,  hia  home-made  metal  winch, 
well    proven.     Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,   a  shallow 
flounder  net,  and  a  perch  rod,  rigged  up  with 
float ;    also  a  light   punt  rod,   all  adapted  for 
tine  sporting   fishing  for  flounders.    Mr.  W.  K. 
Summeis,  his  bass  rod    and    changeable  tops. 
Mr.  Geo.  Read  Clarke,  killing  baits  from  old  parch- 
ments, for  there  is  litigiousness  even  in  a  fish.  The 
show  was  a  success.     Business  with  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  in  the  chair  was  hurried  over.  Agents 
reported    Dr.    Patterson    and    party  at  Leigh- 
on-Sea,  despite  warnings  that  there  were  no  fish. 
Had  two  days'  very  good  sport,  fishing  from  a 
Bawley,  with  the  flounders  up  to  Iflb.,  taking  over 
twenty  dozen  ;  Mr.  Cox  at  Eurnham,  good  whitiug ; 
R.  J.  Gordon,  Deal,  good  whiting  and  a  7-lb.  coa- 
ling; Mr.  Hast,  five  codling,  two  over  81b.;  Mr. 
Hyde,  twenty-seven  whiting,  nine  pout,  and  a 
conger  ;  Mr.  Bowman,  two  cod,  five  conger,  and  a 
score  of  whiting.    The  chairman  had  spent  three 
weeks     at     Penzance,    and     spoke     highly  of 
the     place     aa     a     sea    anghng     resort,  but 
owing  mainly  to  adverse  weather  had  personally 
poor  sport.    The  fishing  was  mainly  in  deep  water, 
25  to  30  fathoms,  and  therefore  well  calculated  to 
bring  out  the  utmost  Saill  of  the  angler.  Dr. 
Patterson,  the  hon.  curator,  who  had  superintended 


the  tackle  show,  moved  thanks  to  the  exhibitors. 
Mr.  F.  Clay  (of  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.)  and  Messrs. 
Gamage's  representative  replied.  The  Chairman 
called  attention  to  the  competition  of  the  Folkestone 
Sea  Angling  Association  on  Oct.  31  and  Nov.  2 — 
an  affiliated  society — the  B.S.A.S.  giving  a  silver 
and  two  bronze  medals.  A  paper  tor  next  Wed- 
nesday was  announced  on  the  "  Admiralty  Works 
at  Dover,"  illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  by  Mr. 
Charles  Hussey. — Hon.  Reporter. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society, 
This  flourishing  society  has  wisely  made  itself 
popular  with  the  ladies.  Like  all  good  pi  catorial 
associations  it  pays  due  attention  to  the  scientific 
side  of  angling,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  an  occa- 
sional "  social  supper  " — to  which  ladies  are  invited 
— comes  as  a  welcome  change  in  the  series  of  very 
business-like  meetings.  Young  as  the  society  is, 
four  such  social  gatherings  have  been  held. 
Tuesday  (Oct.  20)  evening's  "  social  supper  "  was  as 
successful  as  the  most  enthusiastic  member  could 
desire.  The  charming  room  at  Queen  Anne's 
Restaurant  was  quite  filled  by  a  brilliant  company, 
and  Host  Taylor  well  deserved  all  the  compliments 
paid  to  him  as  caterer.  Mr.  Robert  Snare  was 
chairman.  On  a  side  table  a  fine  show  of  roach 
and  perch  from  Hertfordshire  testified  to  the  chair- 
man's skill  as  an  angler,  and  that  he  was  a  genial 
and  able  chairman  all  agreed.  He  was  very  ably 
seconded  by  Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak  "). 
An  admirable  menu  having  been  disc  ssed,  the 
chairman  in  eloquent  terms  proposed  "  The 
King,"  a  toast  loyally  honoured.  The  musicil 
programme  was  excellent.  Mr.  Biddies  sang,  and 
also  proved  himself  an  admirable  accompanist. 
Miss  Ladell  charmed  all  with  a  pretty  dreamy 
ballad.  Of  this  lady  more  anon.  Mr,  Vagnolini 
was  a  clever  humorous  singer ;  his  angling  song 
provoked  a  lively  chorus,  witti  due  emphasis  on  the 
•' wum."  Mr.  Wilson's  song,  "John  Bull's  Store," 
was  appreciated  by  disciples  of  every  school  of 
Fiscal  Policy.  Mr.  Feistol,  properly  bewigged  and 
begowned,  did  justice  to  the  humour  of  Charles 
Dickens  in  "  Serjeant  Buzfuz,"  and  the  pathos  of 
Thackeray  in  "  The  Cane-bottomed  Chair  "  was  an 
interesting  contrast  as  rendered  by  Mr.  J.  Francis 
Bursill.  The  whole  programme  was  much  enjoyed. 
In  a  place  of  honour  hung  Miss  Ladell's  clever 
painting  of  the  Opah,  and  there  was  warm 
applause  when  the  chairman  handed  to  the  accom- 
plished artist  a  properly  inscribed  silver  medal  as 
a  tuken  of  the  society's  appreciation  of  her  valued 
gift.  Other  medals  distributed  were  : — Mr.  E.  H. 
Cox,  for  best  chub  ;  Mr.  John  Warne,  for  best  pike  ; 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  for  best  roach.  Mr.  Crumplen  pro- 
posed the  health  of  the  chairman,  and  with  the 
toast  associated  Mr.  Bentley,  the  hon.  sec.  The 
name  of  the  society,  said  Mr.  Crumplen,  imposed 
upon  every  member  a  sense  of  responsibility. 
London  had  a  glorious  history,  glorious  traditions, 
a  proud  pjsition  and  a  grana  future — a  future 
even  grander  than  its  magnificent  past.  Every 
member  felt  it  a  duty  to  make  the  society  worthy 
of  its  name,  and  thanks  to  such  enthusiasts  as  their 
chairman  and  hon.  secretary,  thanks  to  the  efforts 
of  every  member,  the  society  had  achieved,  youthful 
as  it  was,  a  position  in  harmony  with  the  dignity 
of  its  name  and  worthy  the  great  metropolis  of  the 
Empire.  (Cheers.)  The  toast  was  arunk  with 
musical  honours,  aad  the  chairman  and  hon.  sec. 
in  pleasant  speeches  acknowledged  the  compliment, 
and  spoke  with  pleasure  and  pardonable  pride  ^of 
the  position  and  prospects  of  the  society.  A 
delightful  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  just  before 
11  o'c.ock. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
last  under  the  able  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders, 
who,  we  are  glad  to  learn,  has  nearly  recovered 
from  a  rather  severe  sprain,  which  has  kept  him  a 
prisoner  for  a  time.  Several  members  visited 
Burnham  on  Saturday  last  (Oct.  17),  but  though 
the  boatman,  Mr.  G.  Bourne,  piloted  them  to 
various  parts  of  the  Crouch,  they  met  with  very 
poor  sport.  The  large  quantity  of  land  water  has 
had  the  effect  of  driving  the  whiting  seawards. 
Kelvedon  has  again  been  productive  of  good  sport, 
Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  taking  a  basket  of  16|lb.  and  Mr. 
Hicks  one  of  over  101b.  Another  member  had  a 
capital  bag  of  forty  good  roach  from  the  Thames, 
and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  secured  151b.  Other  members 
have  been  out,  and  had  decent  takes  in  spite  of  the 
adverse  climatic  conditions.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
a  large  number  of  members  will  take  part  in  the 
pike  outing  to-day  (Saturday).  The  river  is 
in  fine  angling  condition  at  present,  and  given 
the  next  few  days  fine,  good  bags  should  reward 
those  who  go  down.  On  Tuesday  next  (Oct.  27) 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  will  exhibit  "  Novelties  in  Fishing 
Tackle,"  and  a  good  attendance  of  members  and 
friends  is  confidently  expected.— F.  E,  Eldbed, 
Hon.  Sec4 


PiscATOEiAL  Society. 
Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  when  the  following  reports  were  given  of 
successful  angling : — Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  a  bag  of 
111b.  of  roach,  at  Uxbridge;  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham 
roach,  and  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  perch,  roach,  dace, 
chub,  and  pike  from  the  same  water.  Dr.  C.  S. 
Patterson  had  flounders  from  Leigh.  In  two  days 
the  doctor  had  twenty  dozen  fish  up  to  lib.  14oz., 
all  taken  with  fine  tackle  float  and  paternoster 
fishing.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  during  a  holiday  in  Harris, 
had,  with  a  friend,  in  sixteen  days,  255  fish,  of 
which  thirty-one  were  salmon  and  the  rest  sea-trout, 
of  a  total  weight  of  3321b.  The  best  salmon  went 
12Jlb.,  and  sea-trout  41b.  12oz.  The  chairman 
reported  that  the  swims  had_  been  cleared  in  the 
Kennet  for  the  benefit  of  bottom  fishers. — Hon.  Sec. 


MISArPLIED  EFFORT  IN  RESTOCKING 
PRESERVES  AND  STREAMS. 


My  intention  in  writing  this  letter  is  to  call 
attention  to  the  misapplied  efforts  of  those  in 
authority,  as  well  as  private  individuals,  in  stocking 
or  restocking  streams,  lakes,  forests,  and  fields,  and 
in  showing  that  there  is  very  little  judgment  used 
in  a  great  many  cases.  The  sooner  we  adopt  the 
rules  and  regulations  followed  in  Europe  and  the 
British  Isles  relative  to  the  propagation  and  dis- 
tribution of  fin,  fur,  and  feather  the  better  it  will 
be  for  our  country  and  the  prospects  of  the  sportsmen 
of  future  generations.  If  we  had  wisely  adopted 
the  laws  that  govern  the  forest  preservation  as  well 
as  we  had  followed  the  volumes  of  Blackstone  it 
were  far  better  for  us.  StUl,  although  we  might 
well  adopt  their  "  blue  laws  "  on  forestry  and  the 
protection  of  game  and  fish,  it  is  not  reasonable  to 
adopt  all  the  animals,  two  and  four  legged,  known 
to  the  old  world,  or  at  least  until  we  have  con- 
sidered the  matter  of  each  individually.  The  United 
States  has  been  noted  for  its  extreme  gullibility, 
and  we  are  to  reap  our  leward— in  all  truth,  we 
are  getting  a  foretaste  in  the  sweat  little  imported 
sparrow,  the  gypsy  moth,  etc. 

At  the  present  time  the  whole  of  Massachusetts  is 
torn  up  by  the  presence  and  inroads  of  the  sparrow 
and  gypsy  moth.  Everyone  knows  of  the  fool  man 
who  imported  the  sparrow  into  this  country  and 
cherished  it  because  it  is  English  "  you  know." 
We  have  had  about  thirty  years  of  this  constantly 
increasing  imposition  and  now  the  inroads  of  the 
sparrow  equal  all  of  1 10,000,000  a  year,  with  still 
further  prospects  of  increased  damage  in  the  weary 
years  to  follow.  The  gypsy  moth  was  brought  to 
America  by  a  so-called  scientist  who  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston,  and  who  thought  that  silk  could 
be  made  from  the  cocoons.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  experiments  came  to  naught,  and  some  of 
the  moths  escaping,  the  devil  has  been  to  pay  ever 
since,  for  the  critters  found  virgin  soil,  sj  to  speak, 
for  be  it  known  that  nearly  all  impositions  of  this 
nature  have  ever  proven  the  greatest  nuisances 
when  given  a  change  of  location.  Now  these  crank 
importers  are,  or  were,  considered  philanthropists, 
but  a  better  term  is  "  Egregious  Asses.  "  Who  wUl 
dispute  my  strong  term  V  Let  us  consider.  Ma  sa- 
chusetts  has  dlready  spent  in  appropriations  over 
$1,000,000  in  an  effort  to  counteract  the  ravages  of 
these  rdvenous  caterpiUars.  Of  course,  anyone  can 
see  that  these  foreign  importations  of  birds  and 
bug!  is  an  expensive  fad,  and  not  a  chance  for 
improvement  or  advantage.  But  not  c  ntent  with 
this,  the  "  fooh  "  continue  to  import,  and  now  we 
are  straddled  with  chafiflrches,  starlings,  and  others. 
It  is  fine  at  present,  but  there  is  a  chance  for  these 
apparently  innocent  species  to  yet  become  as 
annoyiijg  as  the  s:arrows.  What  do  we  need 
ch  iffinches  and  starling  j  for  anyway  ?  A'  e  not  our 
sparrows  and  blaokbi^ds  g  od  enough  ? 

Now  the  European  sparrow  is  liable  to  become  a 
cosmopolitan  pest,  and  almost  equal  to  the  rat  aad 
motse  Down  in  the  West  Indies  they  have  mtro- 
duLed  the  mongaose,  a  species  of  the  weas;!  from 
Northern  Africa,  for  the  destruction  of  the  rats  and 
snakes.  Result  :  Ail  of  the  game  b  rds  are  senou  ly 
thieatened,  and  in  many  parts  are  about  extermin- 
ated. All  of  these  mstances  ara  cases  of  "mis- 
applied effort,"  and  ch,  good  Lord !  how  long  will 
it  continue  ? 

France  long  ago  passed  a  law  that  no  rattle- 
snakes should  be  exhibited  ia  that  country,  as  her 
climate  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  if  any  escaped  they  would  increase,  and  en- 
danger the  lives  of  the  inhabitants.  Germany  has 
at  different  times  decided  not  to  accept  our  pork. 
I  don't  blame  her  !  Let  the  United  States  take  up 
tha  matter,  if  it  is  late,  and  frams  suitable  laws, 
and  then — enforce  them. 

Misapplied  effortj  everywhere.  For  instance, 
there  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  fish  fry  need- 
lessly wasted  each  year  in  the  Great  Lake  Region 


■■  "--       —   -rf.rv-..  ,  ■  „-,r, 

October  24,  1903  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


263 


through  the  inattantion  of  those  who  attend  to  the 
planting.  Do  not  disputsit;  I  kiow.  There  have 
been  millions  of  fry  misippl'ed  by  planting  in  lakes 
and  streams  where  there  was  never  a  ghoit  of  a 
chance  for  them  to  exist,  let  alone  to  thrive.  I  can 
unearth  a  hundred  records  fjr  the  scorn  and 
la'jghter  of  a  critical  public.  Cajes  wh^re  misapplied 
efforts  ran  rampaat,  and  reason  was  total'y  lacking. 
For  instance,  thousand8,  and  tens  of  thousands,  of 
sa'mon,  whitefish,  and  trout  have  baen  dumped 
into  lakes  and  streams  wh=r3  there  wa?  not  a 
particle  of  a  change  of  their  ever  reaching  maturity. 

If  you  will  look  over  the  papers  you  will  find 
items  like  the  following  :  Taken  from  the  Kalamzoo 
Gazette,  dated  March  31,  1876:  "Mr.  John  Baker,  of 
this  place,  put  into  Twin  Lakes  during  the  winter 
4,000  salmon,  and  not  long  sines  10,000  whitefish. 
He  also  put  into  the  small  spring  lake,  near  John- 
son'.', a  quantity  of  whitsfish." 

Twin  Lakes  is  a  shallow,  reedy,  lily-pad  lake,  and 
is  no  more  adaptei  for  whiteSsh  and  salmon  than 
a  saloon  is  for  a  prohibition  caucus  There  is  any 
quantity  of  small  inland  lakes  in  Michigan,  which 
also  received  consignments  of  unsuitable  species  of 
fish,  and  not  one  of  which  ever  gave  the  slightest 
returns  on  the  investment.  Now,  do  not  think 
that  I  have  an  axe  to  grind,  hive  a  posit'oa  in 
Bight,  or  have  a  hard  feeling  toward  anyone.  On 
the  contrary,  I  am  simply  giving  facts  which  you 
wUl  turn  to  suit  yourselves.  I  am  talking  of  mis- 
applied effort. 

Another  instance  where  a  big  mistake  has  been 
made  is  in  the  introduction  of  eels  to  our  interior 
fresh  waters.  In  an  effort  to  stock  the  lakes  and 
streams  with  these  wolves,  there  has  inestimable 
damage  baen  done  to  our  indigenous  fishes.  Fortu- 
nately this  misapplied  effort  will  not  rasult  seriously 
in  the  long  run,  as  the  eels  do  not  breed  in  our 
waters,  or  at  least  to  any  extent,  and  po  the  damage 
will  pa^s  as  the  stock  gives  out ;  but  it  was  a  foolish 
move  at  the  best. 

And  now  let  me  tell  you  that  it  is  useless  to  plant 
trout  fry  in  four  out  of  five  streams  in  which  they 
are  almost  yearly  deposited,  for  it  is  utterly  idle  to 
spend  time  and  money  in  an  effort  to  make  money 
of  the  streams  productive  south  of  the  44th  parallel 
in  tha  Great  Lake  Region.  Let  me  add  still 
further,  that  it  will  be  better  to  the  extent  of 
twenty  to  one  if  the  plant  is  composed  of  yearlings 
instead  of  the  minute  fry,  which  is  not  able  to  care 
for  itself.  Most  of  the  fry  introduced  into  our 
restocked  streams  is  gobbled  up  by  the  many  foes 
of  the  young  trout.  If  you  are  to  plant  trout  see 
to  it  that  you  introduce  yearlings,  and  not  little 
fellows  an  iaoh  or  less  in  length. 

Now,  in  regard  to  pheasants,  it  is  as  fatile  to 
atternpt  to  secure  good  results  from  their  intro- 
duction in  the  Great  Lake  Region  as  it  is  to  plant 
salmon  in  the  interior  fresh-water  lakes  of  Michigan. 
In  asserting  this  point  I  am  fully  aware  that  I  snail 
bring  down  censure  upon  my  head.  But  then  I 
can  stand  it  as  I  have  withstood  the  blunt  before. 
It  will  be  fully  demonstrated  just  where  the 
pheasants  are  to  thrive,  and  it  will  ba  acknowledged 
that  Michigan  is  not  in  it.  There  are  sections  of 
the  Union  where  pheasants  are  a  success,  but  this 
proven  fact  should  not  blind  the  crank  to  the  truth 
that  there  are  places  where  some  kinds  of  fish  and 
game  are  not  a  success,  and  never  will  be.  Reason 
must  be  used,  and  without  it  we  shall  very  likely 
find  that  our  efforts  are  misapplied.  Enough  said 
for  this  time,  and  I  trust  you  catch  my  idea,  for  I 
have  made  it  as  plain  as  I  can,  though  there  is 
ample  proof  of  all  if  it  is  called  forth. — Boston 
National  Sportsman. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS; 

Piscatorial. — -There  is  very  good  fishing  at 
Fordingbridge,  on  the  Avon.  The  landlord  of  the 
Greyhound  has  the  privilege  of  letting  fishing 
tickets  at  2s.  6d.  a  day  each  rod  and  2s.  6d.  for  the 
use  of  the  punt.  It  is  advisable  to  employ  the 
water-keeper,  who  will  provide  ground  bait.  He 
has  no  fixed  charge,  but  leaves  it  to  the  discretion 
of  his  patrons. 


betters  to  tbe  Ebitor.  - 

[IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Corresporidents,'] 

"A  HOLIDAY  IN  IRELAND  AND  A 
REQUEST." 

Dear  Sie, — In  reference  to  my  letter  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  26,  I  notice  that 
several  of  your  Correspondents  evidently  consider  I 
had  cause  for  complaint.  Their  letters  make  it  un- 
necessary for  me  to  reply  in  detail  to  the  communi- 
cation from  the  proprietor  of  the  Mount  Gable 
Hotel.    One  thing  I  must  mention  though,  which 


ought  to  have  appeared  in  my  first  letter,  namely, 
I  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the  boatmen  on  either 
Mask  or  Corrib.  They  discharged  their  duties  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner.  In  conclusion,  allow 
me  to  thank  the  secretary  of  the  Corrib  Angling 
Association  for  his  letter.  His  remarks  upon  where 
to  stay,  terms,  etc.,  will  be  helpful  to  me  and  to 
others  seeking  reliable  information. — Yours  truly. 

Fly  Rod. 

Dear  Sir, — In  this  letter  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  praise  or  run  down  either  the  accommodation  or 
catering  at  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur  ;  suffice  to 
say  I  always  prefer  to  live  and  lodge  somewhere  on 
the  shores  of  the  lake — not  three  long  miles  away— 
so  that  if  one  does  happen  to  get  wet  through,  one  can 
change  at  once  on  landing,  and  not  stand  shivering 
waiting  for  the  appointed  hour  for  the  "  outsider  " 
and  a  wet  and  long  drive  home  ;  so,  with  your  per- 
mission, I  should  like  to  call  attention  to  the 
following. 

My  experience  on  this  lake,  both  with  rod  and 
gun,  ranges  for  a  period  of  over  seven  years,  and  it 
is  no  exaggeration  on  my  part  to  say  that  there  Ls 
no  other  lake  in  the  whole  of  Ireland  (and  I  know 
them  well)  that  can  hold  a  candle  to  Lough  Mask 
for  good  all-round  fishing — that  is,  artificial  fly,  dap- 
ping, trolling,  or  even  live  baiting.  As  regards  the 
fishing  this  year,  it  has  been  uncertain,  and  I  think 
that  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  abnormal  rainfall, 
which  has  brought  into  the  lake  so  much  extra 
natural  food.  Some  years  I  have  had  the  best  of 
sport,  others  have  been  indifferent,  but  one  cannot 
expect  to  be  always  hooking  fish,  for  where  is  the 
sport  ?  Still  I  am  quite  convinced  that  the  lough 
is  not  over  fished,  as  some  people  seem  to  think, 
and  it  is  my  determination  to  pin  my  faith  to  this 
lough  against  all  others  in  Ireland  ;  but,  mark  you, 
it  is  absolutely  essential  to  maintain  its  high  cha- 
racter that  it  must  be  properly  preserved. 

In  an  August  issue  of  your  paper  I  noticed  a 
letter  written  by  the  proprietor,  of  the  above-named 
hotel,  with  the  addition  to  his  name  of  J.P.,  which 
I  take  it  means  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  for  the  Head  of  Dis- 
trict, in  which  he  complains  bitterly  that  sportsmen 
do  not  subscribe  to  the  Lough  Mask  Preservation 
Society,  and  that  funds  were  sorely  needed  to  carry 
on  the  work.  As  the  majority  of  people  are  English 
that  partonise  this  hotel  and  lake,  I  ask.  Has  a 
proper  balance-sheet,  duly  audited,  ever  been  issued 
or  tendered  to  this  paper  for  publication  (like  the 
one  on  Lough  Corrib,  which  has  been  so  admirably 
drawn  out  by  that  indefatigable  gentleman  Mr. 
S.  P.  Doig,  of  Oughterard)  since  the  Lough  Mask 
Society  was  restarted  ?  If  Mr.  Joyce  wants  to  help 
the  society,  I  consider  he  ought  to  be,  if,  not 
already,  the  largest  subscriber,  as  he  makes  most,  if 
not  all,  his  income  by  the  lake.  I  will  offer  the  sum 
of  five  guineas,  and  a  guinea  subscription  for  every 
year  I  fish  the  Mask,  subject  to  these  conditions, 
namely,  that  balance-sheets  for  the  last  three  years 
be  tendered  to  you  for  publication,  giving  a  full  list 
of  donors,  together  with  the  amount,  the  names,  and 
full  addresses  of  those  men  employed  by  the  society 
as  water  bailiffs  on  this  lake  only,  and  the  individual 
amounts  that  they  have  been  paid  yearly  for  their 
services  (then  the  public  will  know  what  has  been 
done)  ;  and,  lastly,  for  Mr.  Joyce  to  prove  to  your 
entire  satisfaction  that  he  rents  and  has  rented 
during  the  last  five  years  (as  per  his  bold  advertise- 
ment) 40,000  acres  of  shooting,  either  field,  bog,  or 
mountain,  for  the  sole  use  of  his  visitors.  It  is  only 
necessary  for  him  to  give  the  names  and  addresses  of 
landlord  or  landlords  that  you  may  verify  the  same. 
If  you  find  even  this  final  condition  complied  with 
to  your  entire  approval,  by  simply  informing  me  of 
same  I  will  forward  you  by  return  a  cheque  for  six 
guineas. — Yours  truly.  An  Officer. 

;  '  TO  PREVENT  KINKING. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Procter's  experience  coincides 
with  mine.  When  snake  rings  were  introduced — 
writing  from  memory,  probably  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  ago — I  adopted  them  on  all  my  rods.  I  soon 
discovered,  particularly  when  using  undressed  silk 
lines,  which  are  always  more  or  less  rectangular  in 
section,  that  the  rings  caused  kinking.  To  satisfy 
myself  that  my  deduction  was  correct  I  went  back 
to  upright  rings  on  one  rod,  used  a  new  line  with 
them,  and  foimd  the  kinking  abated.  Now  I  never 
use  snake  rings,  but  for  spinning — my  favourite 
style  of  fishing — have  my  rods  fitted  with  German 
silver  upright  rings,  with  a  revolving  centre  of 
phosphor  bronze.  They  wear  wonderfully  well, 
save  much  money  by  lessening  the  friction  and 
lengthening  the  life  of  Unes,  and  moreover  are  ex- 
ceedingly pleasant  in  use.  Many  of  my  friends  have 
adopted  them  at  my  recommendation,  and  now 
swear  by  them.  I  have  not  yet  seen  Mr.  Dale's 
porcelain  ring,  but  imagine  it  must  be  very  smootili 
and  conducive  to  easy  casting.  My  impression  of 
it,  however,  is  that  it  may  be  clumsy  and  subject  to 


easy  breakage  ;  but  if  Mr.  Dale  would  send  me  a 
sample,  I  would  be  delighted  to  try  it,  and  possibly 
my  impressions  are  incorrect.  I  invariably  use 
Geen's  spinning  lead.  It  saves  the  objection  of  at 
least  two  swivels  on  the  trace,  having  in  its  con- 
struction a  swivel  at  each  end,  quite  neat  and  trim. 
It  is  practically  impossible  for  the  lead  to  revolve 
unless  the  swivels  be  allowed  to  corrode,  which  is 
unlikely  with  the  most  ordinary  care.  The  butt 
ring  of  all  rods  should  in  my  opinion  be  fitted  with 
a  wire  bridge  to  prevent  fouling  when  ca.sting  ;  but 
on  the  first  rod  that  I  fitted  with  upright  revolving 
centre  rings  I  omitted  to  place  this  useful  con- 
trivance. Yet  I  find  that  it  is  an  extremely  rare 
thing  for  me  to  foul  the  line,  and  then  only  when 
inattentive  to  the  business  on  hand.  I  have  used 
the  last-named  rod  certainly  twelve  years,  and  the 
line  must  have  passed  through  the  rings  many 
thousands  of  times,  yet  they  show  not  the  least 
indication  of  wearing  through. — Yours  truly, 
A.  Edward  Hobbs, 
Hon.  Sec.  Henley  Fish  Preservation  Assn. 
28,  Hart-street,  Henley-on-Thames. 

Dear  Sib, — Mr.  Oliver  Procter  does  not  mention 
what  kind  of  line  he  uses.  Any  good  well  dressed 
line  should  not  kink  with  ordinary  care.  I  should 
advise  my  fiiend  Mr.  Procter,  whom  I  have  had 
many  days' fishing  with,  to  try  "the  Manchester 
cotton."  They  are  excellent,  and  hardly  ever  rot. 
—Yours  truly,  H.  H.  Ghay, 

PASTE— KING'S   NATURAL  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — At  certain  periods  fish  are  partial  to 
certain  baits,  and  if  the  angler  fails  to  use  them  he 
will  get  no  sport.  For  instance,  many  anglers  go 
a-flshing  without  paste  ;  this  is  a  great  mistake, 
for  fish  will  very  often  take  paste  when  they  will 
not  look  at  a  worm.  All  through  the  summer  in 
some  rivers  paste  is  a  far  better  bait  than  either 
worms  or  wheat. 

The  other  day  I  was  fishing  in  a  well-known  river 
and  I  baited  with  worms  on  one  leger  rod  and  paste 
on  the  other,  and  although  the  water  wa.s  well- 
coloured,  I  never  had  a  touch  at  the  worms  all  day, 
but  caught  bream  with  paste  ;  the  baits  were  not 
more  than  eight  or  ten  yards  apart,  and,  of  course, 
rested  on  the  ground.  "  The  best  bait  for  a 
coloured  water  is  the  worm,"  but  on  this  occasion 
paste  proved  by  far  the  best.  To  make  a  good  paste 
to  last  the  day  all  one  requires  is  a  box  of  liing's 
Natural  Bait,  a  piece  from  the  inside  of  a  white  loaf 
twenty-four  hours  old,  about  as  large  as  a  good-sized 
orange  ;  if  it  is  too  stale  it  crumbles  up,  and  will  not 
mix  properly  ;  if  too  new  it  is  too  soft,  and  will  not 
stay  on  the  hook.  Put  this  in  a  clean  linen  cloth, 
screw  it  up,  dip  it  in  the  water  for  two  or  three 
seconds,  squeeze  out  all  the  water  possible,  then 
hammer  it  well,  take  it  out  of  the  cloth,  and  hold  it  in 
the  palm  of  the  left  hand  while  you  work  it  well  up 
with  the  thumb  of  the  right,  and  keep  adding  a 
small  quantity  of  the  bait  from  the  box  as  required 
imtil  the  paste  is  stiff  enough  for  the  hook.  It  will 
take  from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  to  do  it  pro- 
perly, the  thumb  always  being  on  the  move,  each 
time  adding  about  half  a  teaspoonful  of  the  bait. 
If  too  much  be  added  at  once,  it  dries  the  paste, 
makes  it  flake,  and  is  difficult  to  mix.  This 
paste  will  stay  on  the  hook  well,  with  a  most 
tempting  aroma  for  roach,  bream,  dace,  tench,  and 
carp,  either  for  legering  or  float-fishing.  After  the 
hook  is  baited  I  always  put  the  paste  between  my 
lips  and  slightly  moisten  it,  and  it  seldom  comes  off 
even  when  making  a  long  cast. — Yours  truly. 

Quill  Float. 


"MORE  JOTTINGS   OF  AN  AilATEUR 
FLY-DRESSER." 

De.^.r  Sib, — "  Val  Conson  "  in  his  interesting  paper  , 
headed  as  above,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  17, 
kindly  mentions  a  suggestion  which  I  happened  to 
make  in  a  letter  to  the  Editor  in  your  issue  of  Feb. 
21,  1903.  I  had  seen  the  sketches  by  Alan  Grange 
in  his  papers,  "  Letters  from  my  Dad  "  (likewise 
published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette),  and  I  was  so 
struck  with  the  sketch  (No.  39)  of  a  small  natural 
fly  lying  like  a  spent  gnat  flat  upon  the  surface  of 
the  water  with  its  four  wings  spread  out,  a  pair  on 
either  side  of  the  body,  V-shaped,  that  it  struck  me 
here  was  a  new  idea  for  the  dry-fly  expert  and  ex- 
perimenter ;  and  I  mentioned  "  Val  Conson,"  and 
hoped  that  his  attention  would  be  drawn  to  my 
suggestion.  To  him  all  the  crecUt  belongs.  Indeed, 
it  seems  as  if  I  had  taken  up  an  old  idea  of  his  own — 
a  common  thing  with  people  of  original  minds,  as  is 
well  exemphfied  in  the  Patent  JIuseum  I  under- 
stand. The  same  idea  strikes  several  minds,  and 
there  is,  at  times,  a  rush  to  patent  the  same  inven- 
tion. Fly  fishers  and  fly  dressers  should  take  a  note 
of  •'  Val  Conson's  "  dressing  of  the  Willow  Fly,  and 
read  his  paper.  I  myself  beheve  that  many  another 
good  pattern  dressed  in  the  same  way  would  prove 
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deadly,  because  I  feel  sure  that  something  which  the 
trout  have  not  been  used  to  (in  form  and  colour)  in 
a  trout  fly  will  often  do  the  trick.  My  own  belief  is 
that  a  trout  has  got  no  great  amomit  of  brains,  but 
that  the  instinct  of  self-preservation  is  very  strong, 
and  that  no  fish  that  swims  better  imderstands  the 
maxim  "  Once  bitten  twice  shy."  And  believing 
this,  I  think  that  Greenwell's  Glory,  dressed  as 
already  described,  would  at  times  kill  well,  simply 
because  it  was  sometliing  new,  but  still  represents  a 
fly  of  sorts.  ' '  Val  Conson  "  is  a  skilful  fly  dresser  and 
fly  fisher.  May  I  ask  him  to  dress  a  fe'w  Greenwell 
Glory  flies  thus,  and  report  another  year  on  their 
success  ;  or,  as  the  wings  of  his  Willow  Fly  are 
nearly  identical  to  those  of  Greenwell's  Glory,  Black- 
bird, or  Waterhen,  why  not  try  the  same  plan  with 
one  of  the  Dims — say  the  OUve  Dun  or  Pale  Blue 
Dun  ?  And  I  am  more  than  pleased  to  find  that 
"  Val  Conson  "  has  been  fisliing  with  the  tiny  doubles 
and  finding  tliem  good  medicine.  The  more  lie 
uses  these  doubles  (if  he  uses  them  only  when  they 
are  indicated,  as  in  a  low  water,  with  very  httle 
wind,  and  when  trout  are' hard  to  take  generally), 
the  more  will  he  appreciate  that  my  praise  of  them 
was  deserved.  I  have  never  for  a  moment  sug- 
gested their  continual  use.  I  hold  them  in  reserve  : 
and  then  they  "  pull  the  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire  " — 
the  which  quotation  being  a  chestnut  in  another 
sense  tells  me  that  I  have  come  to  the  end  of  my 
letter. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[Some  dry-fly  anglers  have  said  to  me,  "  Is  there 
not  a  difficulty  in  floating  the  midge  flies  with  double 
hook  ?  "  and  to  this  I  reply  that  I  have  never  found 
any  if  paraffin  is  used.  I  have  often  fished  them  dry 
in  rough  water  on  a  soaking  wet  day.  They  are 
simply  A  1  for  dace,  which  are  by  far  the  sharpest 
in  rejecting  an  artificial  fly  of  any  fish  I  know.  They 
should  be  made  as  Mr.  Tod  recommends,  and  his 
instructions  are  well  carried  out  by  Mr.  Forrest, 
24, :  Thomas-street,  Bond-street,  London,  W.,  and 
also  by  Messrs.  Forrest  and  Sons,  of  Kelso.  The 
double  hooks  must  be  separate  hooks,  one  only  with 
the  eye,  whipped,  not  brazed,  together.  Messrs. 
Forrest  dress  these  midges  also  on  gut  for  Tweed 
anglers.  Where  trout  run  large  and  a  midge  has 
to  be  used  these  are  admirable,  as  they  hold  so 
well.— Ed,] 

FLOUNDER  TAKING  A  TROUT. 

Dear  Sib, — Is  it  not  an  extraordinary  occurrence 
for  a  river  flounder  to  be  found  with  a  trout  of  about 
3oz.  weight  in  its  stomach  ?  This  lately  occurred 
to  Mr.  H.  T.  Roberts,  of  Rhyl,  when  fishing  in  the 
River  Elwy  with  worm,  on  which  he  caught  a 
flounder  of  about  12oz.  weight,  and  on  its  being 
opened  the  trout  was  found  as  described.  And  what 
makes  the  occurrence  stranger  still  is  the  fact  that 
noticing  the  small  size  of  the  flounder's  mouth  and 
the  size  of  the  trout  Mr.  Roberts  found  that  he 
could  not  force  the  trout  back  again  through  the 
mouth  of  the  flounder.  Talk  of  the  milk  in  the 
cocoa-nut  after  that  ! — Yours  truly, 

St,  Asaph,  Flintshire.  F.  M.  Leslie. 

ODD  EXPERIENCES  OF  ANGLERS. 
'~  Dear  Sir, — Amongst  the  many  odd  experiences 
of  anglers  recorded  from  time  to  time  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  I  do  not  think  I  have  read  of  a  crayfish  (or 
crawfish)  having  been  taken  with  a  spinning  bait. 
A  few  weeks  ago  Mr,  E,  Phelps,  B.L.,  when  spinning 
with  phantom  minnow  for  bass  off  the  Liscannor 
Bridge,  Ennistymon  River,  adjoining  the  golf  finks, 
Lahinch,  hooked  a  large  crayfish,  and  brought  him 
to  land,    A  full  tide  was  running  in  at  the  time. 

I  witnessed  another  unusual  occurrence  at  the 
same  bridge  twelve  months  ago.  Mr.  Croker  Bar- 
rington,  of  Dublin,  was  spinning  for  bass  off  the 
bridge.  A  young  guillemot  swam  in  with  the  tide 
from  the  sea,  and,  passing  under  the  bridge,  came  out 
to  the  upper  side,  and  as  Mr.  Barrington's  bait  spun 
in  the  stream  the  bird  dived  repeatedly  and  struck 
at  the  minnow,  keeping  under  water  and  pecking  at 
it.  It  got  slightly  hooked  once  or  twice,  but  getting 
away  continued  to  dive  at  the  bait.  Eventually 
it  got  on  the  sands,  and  was  picked  up  by  a  golf 
caddie.  Fishing  for  guillemot,  while  it  lasted,  was 
quite  exciting.  Golfers  going  to  Lahinch  might  do 
worse  than  to  take  a  rod  with  them.  Large  numbers 
of  fine  bass  frequent  the  estuary  of  the  river,  and 
some  sea-trout  run  up  in  the  autumn  when  the  river 
is  coloured  after  a  "  fresh." — Yours  truly, 

Michael  Gleeson. 

SUCCESS  WITH  PIKE  DUE  TO  BOER 
TACTICS. 

Deab  Sir, — Thinking  it  may  interest  some  of  your 
readers,  I  venture  to  send  you  the  result  of  seven  short 
days'  pike  fishing  enjoyed  by  myself  and  son.  We 
left  town  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  26  for  the  village 
at  which  we  intended  to  make  our  headquarters,  the 
exact  locality  I  withhold ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  it  was 


near  the  river  Ouse,  and  within  easy  railway  journey 
of  London,  and  proves  that  excellent  free  fishing  is 
still  to  be  had  by  the  Londoner,  provided  lie  has 
good  baits  and  tackle  and  knows  how  to  use  them. 

We  commenced  fishing  daily  soon  after  breakfast 
and  continued  till  12.45  p.m.,  returned  to  our 
quarters  for  dinner,  started  fishing  again  at  3  p.m., 
and  finished  our  day  about  half-past  five.  Our 
total  catch  was  fifty-one  pike  and  seven  good  perch. 
Our  success  was  greatly  due  to  the  precautions  we 
adopted.  When  fishing  from  the  boat  we  never 
stood  upright,  and  moved  about  in  the  boat  as  little 
as  possible,  as  the  slightest  movement  of  the  boat 
is  conveyed  through  the  medium  of  the  water  to 
the  fish.  When  fishing  from  the  shore  we  never 
stood  upright  or  approached  the  edge  of  the  bank  by 
several  feet ;  having  cast  our  live  bait  we  withdrew 
as  far  as  possible  from  the  bank,  sat  down,  and  only 
allowed  the  tops  of  our  rods  to  project  beyond  the 
edge  of  the  bank. — Yours  truly,  Medicus. 

Upper  Tooting. 

"  GRAVESEND  SALMON  FISHERIES." 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  oblige  by  send- 
ing me  the  address  of  the  Gravesend  Salmon 
Fisheries  ?  Have  enclosed  stamped  addressed 
envelope.  Apologising  for  troubling  you,  and 
thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

H.  M.  Chapman. 

[If  Mr.  Chapman  means  Gravesend-on-Thames, 
alas  !  there  have  been  no  salmon  fisheries  there  for 
nearly  eighty  years.  The  only  other  Gravesends 
mentioned  in  Bartholomew's  Gazetteer  are  one  in 
Herts,  where  there  are  no  salmon,  and  Gravesend, 
the  seat  of  Lord  Graves,  near  Devonport,  but  I  do 
not  think  there  are  any  salmon  fisheries  there. — Ed.] 

GRAYLING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Dear  Sir, — Have  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
heard  of  grayling  being  caught  in  the  Isle  of  Man  ? 
I  have  to-day  received  from  Ramsey  a  sketch  of  a 
fish  which  vmdoubtedly  represents  a  grayling,  but  I 
have  not  previously  heard  of  such  being  fomid  on 
the  island. — Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Leeds,  Oct.  17. 

"CORONER'S"  SUGGESTION  FOR  FISHING 
IN  A  STRONG  TIDE-WAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  much  interested  in  read- 
ing "  Coroner's  "  explanatory  letter  in  connection 
with  his  illustrations  of  the  above  in  your  issue  of 
Oct.  17.  Tljeoretically,  the  idea  at  first  sight 
appears  simple,  and  might  prove  to  be  really  useful 
if  appUed  for  whiting,  small  codHng,  and  flatfish 
only.  But  in  the  case  of  larger  codling,  say  of  51b., 
or  conger  of  even  lesser  weight,  I  fail  to  recognise 
that  any  possible  advantage  would  be  gained  ;  in 
fact,  I  should  expect  rather  the  reverse  would  be  the 
case.  For  even  allowing  that  the  tide  wovild  carry 
the  hooks  attached  to  "  fishing  "  line  in  the  contrary 
direction  to  the  "  guide-line,"  I  am  pretty  confident 
with  a  good  game  fish  such  as  those  indicated  one  of 
three  things  would  happen  :  ( 1 )  The  guide-line 
would  be  considerably  in  the  way  of  plajdng  one's 
fish  ;  (2)  that  the  "holding  or  fishing  line"  would 
consequently  break  at  or  near  the  convergent  points, 
caused  by  the  extra  strain,  with  certain  loss  of  fish  ; 
(3)  that  a  fair-sized  conger — always  on  the  look-out 
for  anything  to  cling  to  after  he  is  hooked — when 
once  he  managed  to  get  a  hold  on  the  heavily- 
weighted  guide-line,  would  inevitably  smash  one 
up.  "  Coroner"  I  see  suggests  that  the  guide-fine 
should  be  made  fast  to  "  shore,  rock,  pier,  etc."  If 
applied  to  pier  work,  it  would  be  most  difficult  to 
use  a  landing-net,  even  supposing  one's  fish  was 
successfully  brought  to  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Assuming,  however,  that  I  am  mistaken  in  my  con- 
tention, I  think  the  ordinary  fairly  heavy  brass 
"  clearing  ring  "  would  answer  the  purpose  of  the 
circular  fiat  lead,  with  centre  pu^nched  out,  as  sug- 
gested by  "  Coroner." — Yours  truly, 

Leonard  B.  Wrightson,  B.S.A.S. 

Southwold,  Suffolk. 

P.S. — The  instant  a  large  fish  is  struck  a  clear 
space,  with  no  possible  entanglements  near,  appears 
to  me  to  be  absolutely  necessary.  Is  such  likely  to 
be  the  case  in  this  instance  ? 

HOW  TO  CATCH  THE  OCTOPUS.  1 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Neville  Rolfe's  report,  a  notice 
of  which  you  gave  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  17,  is  interest- 
ing, but  I  have  never  made  up  my  mind  to  taste 
octopus.  The  year  before  last  our  coast  was  in- 
fested with  them,  and  they  did  an  enormous  amount 
of  damage  to  the  crab  and  lobster  fishermen,  as  they 
entered  the  pots  and  killed  and  ate  the  fish.  We 
had  another  such  visitation  about  ten  years  previous. 
They  are  used  in  Devon  and  Cornwall,  with  the 
cuttlefish,  for  bait,  and  are  caught  by  using  a 
plummet  lead  into  which  is  oast  three  or  fom- 


hooks  like  a  grapnel.  The  lead  is  scraped  with  a 
knife  to  make  it  bright,  and  it  is  lowered  to  the 
bottom  in  any  likely  spot.  An  experienced  hand 
can  feel  the  octopus  embracing  tlie  lead,  being 
attracted  by  its  brightness.  A  sudden  jerk  on  the 
line  drives  the  hooks  home,  and  they  are  easily 
landed.  The  apparatus  is  called  a  "  cuttle-jigger." 
—Yours  truly,  William  Heaeder. 

STOCKING  WITH  SEA-TROUT. 

Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  your  inquiry  in  tlie 
Fishtng  Gazette  of  Oct.  17  as  to  whether  rivers  can 
be  successfully  stocked  with  Salmo  trutta,  I  should 
say  yes,  as  I  have  put  in  some  thousands  of 
yearhngs  in  the  Beaulieu  river  during  the  past 
SIX  years,  and  I  believe  the  river  has  benefited 
greatly. — Yours  truly,        Ethelbert  Collins. 

The  Beaulieu  Fisheries,  Beaufieu, 
Brockenhurst,  Hants. 

FISHING  AT   LOOE,  CORNWALL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  a  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Oct.  17  in  which  "  Enquirer  "  asks  for  infor- 
matioi|  regarding  Looe,  in  Cornwall.  Having  spent 
a  very  pleasant  holiday  there  last  year,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  the  place.  There  are 
said  to  be  plenty  of  trout  in  the  river,  but  I  believe 
the  water  is  preserved.  With  reference  to,  sea- 
fishing  a  man  and  boat  can  be  hired  for  30s.  per 
week  (no  Smiday  fi.shing),  and  the  Taylors,  father 
and  son,  also  E.  Pearn,  are  all  good  fishermen. 
Splendj^d  sport  can  be  had  when  the  weather  is 
favourable  ;  we  had  many  good  days,  and  on  the 
last  one  caught  with  rod  and  fine  1271b.  weight  of 
large  pollack  (largest  11  Jib.),  bream,  and  mackerel 
in  three  or  four  hours.  I  can  highly  recommend 
the  Ship  Hotel,  as  the  charges  are  very  reasonable 
and  it  is  the  aim  of  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Cook  to 
make  visitors  comfortable  in  every  way.  I  think 
your  correspondent  would  never  regret  visiting 
Looe. — Yours  truly,  F.  W.  Bennett. 


Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  Enquirer,"  the  sea  fisliing  at  Looe  is  very  good  ; 
pollack,  mackerel,  bass,  wliiting,  cod,  and  conger 
are  to  be  obtained.  There  are  plenty  of  good 
boatmen  that  I  can  give  your  correspondent  the 
names  of.  With  regard  to  the  river  fishing,  there 
is  a  little  stream  that  runs  do\vn  by  Sandplace  into 
the  sea  that  affords  good  sport  for  trout,  and  occa- 
sionally peal  are  caught ;  but  for  salmon  and  peal 
proper  your  correspondent  would  have  to  go  to  the 
river  Fowey  at  Lostwithiel  or  Bodmin  Road,  which 
places  he  can  reach  by  rail.  There  is  no  open  fishing 
worth  speaking  of,  but  licences  and  tickets  can  be 
obtained  from  W.  Pease,  Lostwithiel.  I  should  be 
very  pleased  to  give  "  Enquirer  "  any  further  in- 
formation if  he  will  write  me  direct. — Yours  truly, 

195,  Union-street,  William  Heabdeb. 

Plymouth. 

rr  

TO  PROPEL  BOATS  WITHOUT  OARS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  protected  at  the  Patent  Office 
a  means  of  propelling  boats  without  oars.  I  have 
used  it  with  success  in  approacliing  wild-fowl  by 
lying  down  and  working  it  with  my  feet,  leaving  my 
hands  free  for  the  gun  over  the  bow  of  the  boat.  I 
had  then  one  flap  on  each  side.  It  consists  of 
hinged  flaps  working  on  slide  bars  fixed  outside  the 
boat  about  the  water-line,  but  it  will  work  wholly 
or  partly  under  water  and  in  rough  water,  and  any- 
convenient  number  may  be  used.  They  are  worked 
by  cranks  and  levers  on  bearings  fixed  above  the 
sides  of  the  boat,  and  on  going  forward  fiap  back- 
wards, offering  no  resistance,  and  on  the  power 
being  applied  for  propulsion  drop,  and  then  keep 
ill  position  automatically  or  by  the  stops  on  the 
hinges.  They  may  be  of  any  smtable  size  or  sliape. 
The  invention  is  useful  in  narrow  streams  or 
enabling  the  boat  to  go  very  near  the  bank,  and 
could  be  fitted  to  any  kind  of  boat.  When  used 
where  several  other  boats  are  near,  guard  rails 
would  be  advisable.  At  Henley  Regatta  where 
boats  are  packed  during  the  race  it  takes  them 
much  time  and  trouble  to  disperse  in  getting  room 
for  long  oars  ;  it  would  be  good  there.  The  worlcing 
could  be  by  mechanical  power,  hand  or  foot,  and 
requires  but  little  practice.  I  have  a  rough  model 
here.  There  is  scope  for  some  neat  ingenious  con 
trivances  or  details  which  can  be  dealt  with  later. — ■ 
Yours  truly,  John  Heath. 

Birkbeck  Bank  Chambers,  Holborn. 


WAXED  SILK. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Green  Wren,"  if  he 
will  send  me  hia  address  I  will  send  him  a  reel  of 
waxed  silk,  having  made  a  machine  for  the  purpose 
of  waxing  silk,  cotton,  or  thread,  thinking  that  it 
may  be  useful  in  trade. — Yours  truly, 

Sunnyside,  Alton.  J.  T.  Geice. 

[Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  FlSHlifO  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W .  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 


Large  Salmon; 

In  the  Scotsman  of  Oct.  21  Mr.  Calderwood  kindly- 
answered  my  query  as  follows  : — 

LARGE  SALMON. 

"Edinburgh,  Oct.  20,  1903. 

"  Sir, — On  16th  inst.,  under  this  heading,  Mr. 
Marston  seeks  information  as  to  the  captm'e  of  an 
81^1b.  salmon,  reported  to  have  been  taken  by  rod 
on  the  Dee  about  a  hundred  years  ago.  While 
unable  to  supply  the  particulars  asked,  and,  hke  Mi-. 
Marston,  anxious  to  obtain  them,  I  can,  however, 
mention  a  still  larger  salmon.  Some  time  ago,  when 
marking  salmon  for  purposes  of  investigation  on 
the  lower  Tay,  I  heard  of  a  monster  as  having  been 
captured  in  a  sparling  net  about  thirty  or  forty 
years  previously.  I  will  be  believed  when  I  confess 
to  receiving  the  statement  of  the  weight  cum  grano 
— yet  inquiry  has  confirmed  the  information.  A 
certain  Willie  Walker,  an  old  sparling  fisher  of  New- 
burgh,  was  the  man  who  had  made  the  capture,  and 
at  my  request  Andrew  Melville,  the  superintendent 
of  the  lower  fishings  of  the  Tay  Salmon  Fisheries 
Company,  kindly  sought  out  and  interviewed  the 
old  man.  The  weight  of  WiUie  Walker  s  salmon 
was  831b.,  and  copies  of  its  outline  adorned  various 
fishers'  bothies  for  some  time.  His  sparUng  net 
was  set  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tay  estuary,  at  Port 
Allan  Dyke,  and  the  date,  as  nearly  as  can  now  be 
determined,  was  November  or  December  about  1869. 

"  This  constitutes,  I  believe,  a  record  weight  for 
Scotland,  though  Day  ('  British  Fishes,'  XL,  82) 
makes  reference  to  an  Irish  fish  of  84Jlb.  as  having 
been  exhibited  in  Manchester  in  July,  1881. — I  am, 
etc,,  "  W.  L.  Calderwood.'' 

The  Fishmongers'  Company  and  Scotch  Trout. 

Anglers  will  be  glad  to  find  that  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  from  their  Scottish  office  in  Edinburgh, 
are  sending  out  a  broadside  explaining  the  law  as 
regards  taking  trout  in  Scotland  between  Oct.  15 
and  Feb.  28  (both  inclusive) ;  also  as  regards  the 
illegality  of  buying,  selling,  or  exposing  for  sale  in 
England  and  Wales  any  trout  or  char  between 
Oct  2  and  Feb.  L- 


In  the  October  number  of  The  Beacon  Mr.  J.-  F. 
Mechan  deals  with  "The  Wades  of  Bath,''  with  a 
copy  of  the  portrait  by  Gainsborough  of  William 
Wade,  who  was  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  at  Bath 
in  1769. 

"J.  B.-L.'s'-  Marked  Kelts. 

"J.  B.-L."  sends  a  further  interesting  note  about 
the  kelt  salmon  he  marked. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  must  have  omitted  to  mention  in 
my  last  letter  that  the  kelt  (No.  10)  was  caught  on 
the  Griraersta  fishing,  which  I  rented  for  the  sjiring. 
The  Grimersta  river  and  lochs  are  on  the  other  side 
of  the  island,  and  eighteen  miles  from  Stornoway. 
Since  writing  I  have  heard  of  another  fish  being 
caught  in  No.  5  loch  on  Oct.  17  (No.  38)  weighing 
8lb.  12oz.  When  my  daughter  caught  it  on  April 
20  it  weighed  41b.  12oz. — Yours  truly, 

i'j.  B.-L.': 

Trailing  on  the  Thames. 

I  have  received  the  following  letter  from  Mr.- 
H.  W.  Higgins,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society : — 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — My  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  correspondence  herein.  I  sincerely 
hope  the  bye-law  will  not  be  altered  by  the 
Thames  Conservators,  as  it  is  most  useful.  If  the 
complainants  reel  up  their  baits  closely  (as  they 
must  do  when  casting:  from  the  reel),  and  hold  it 
when  passing  from  one  '  likely  spot  '•  to  try 
another,  no  possible  charge  of  trailing  can  be 
alleged.  Did  you  see  the  enclosed  report  of  a 
prosecution  on  behalf  of  this  society? — Yours 
faithfully,  "  H.  W.  Higgins, 

i'  Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society.'' 

The  case  referred  to  by  Mr.  Higgins  was  that  of 
the  well-known  Thames  angler,  Mr.  H.  Lukyn, 
who  was,  in  my  humble  opinion,  prosecuted  and 
fined  under  a  bye-law  never  intended  to  apply  to 
fishing  as  he  was  fishing :  it  was  intended  to  stop 
the  slaughter  of  small  jack  by  parties  in  pleasure 
boats  dangling  a  spiiming  bait  behind.-  As  Mr. 
Lukyn  was  convicted,  it  only  shows  the  bye-law  is 
not  clear ;  and  this  is  proved  by  the  prosecution  of 
Mr.  Albert  Packford,  a  member  of  the  Oxford 
Angling  and  Preservation  Society,  for  trailing, 
although  he  was  casting  from  the  Nottingham  reel. 
We  owe  Mr.  Higgins  so  much  for  the  great  and 
unwearied  interest  he  takes  in  the  preservation  of 
the  river,  but  I  would  ask  him  if  it  is  not  better  to 
have  a  clear  bye-law  than  one  under  which  per- 
fectly good  sportsmen,  fishing  fairly  and  scientific- 
ally, are  liable  to  prosecution?  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  dangerous  for  anyone  to  fish  in  any  way 
from  a  moving  boat  on  the  Thames,  although  it  is 
quite  legal  to  sit  in  a  fixed  punt,  have  two  ledger 
lines  out,  and  go  to  sleep  while  small  pike  get 
killed  by  gorging  the  bait.  It  is  straining  at  the 
gnat  and  swallowing  the  camel ;  and  the  worst  of 
it  is  it  discourages  support  from  the  best  class  of 
Thames  anglers. 

The  following  letter  is  from  a  barrister  on  the 
same  subject : — 

"  Sir, — The  Thames  bye-law — '  No  person  shall 
allow  any  rod  and  line,  or  line  to  which  any  bait 
or  hook,  natural  or  artificial,  is  attached,  to  be 
drawn  or  trailed  from  any  vessel  on  the  river 
Thames' — is  clearly  ridiculous. 

"It  not  only  forbids  a  rod  being  drawn  from 
any  vessel,  or  a  natural  or  artificial  hook  being 
similarly  drawn — whatever  all  this  may  mean  ! — 
but  the  expression  '  drawn  from  any  vessel '  would 
also  forbid  the  line  being  drawn  by  an  angler 
standing  in  a  boat,  whether  moving  or  stationary. 
It  would,  therefore,  forbid  all  spinning  from  a  boat. 

"It  is  my  opinion,  sir,  that  it  would  be  often 
difficult  and  sometimes  impossible  to  comply  with 
your  time  test,  and  writing  as  one  who  is  very 
fond  of  spinning.  I  should  be  perfectly  content 
with  a  bye-law  which  forbade  spinning  from  a 
moving  boat.  I  recognise  the  weir-pool  difficulty, 
and  in  the  clause  I  have  drafted  and  now  append 
I  have  excluded  such  pools  from  its  operation, 

" '  Suggested  new  Bye-law. 

"  '  No  line  to  which  any  hook  or  bait  is  attached 
shall  be  drj-wn  or  trailed  from  any  vessel  nor  by 
any  person  in  such  vessel  on  the  river  Thames 
when  such  vessel  is  propelled  by  any  means  or  is 
drifting  down  stream.  This  clause  shall  not  apply 
to  spinning  in  weir- pools.' — Your  obedient  servant, 

it  Temple/J  ti  A;  J;  M,-B, 


"  Ip  one  Fly,  and  One  Only.'- 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  H.-  S.  Hall  and  Mr^ 
E.  M.  Tod  for  sending  the  replies  which  appear  in 
our  correspondence  columns.  It  -will  be  seen  that 
Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  to  whom  dry-fly  men  are  so  greatly 
indebted,  would  select  the  "  Hare's  Ear  -'  and  Mr.' 
Tod  "  Greenwell's  Glory."-  I  fancy  the  fish  take 
the  latter  for  the  Olive  Dun.- 

Sport  with  Sea  Fi.sh  near  Bournemouth— Luo 

BY  PO.ST. 

When  sea  fishing  near  Bournemouth  I  got  some 
good  bait,  also  well-mounted  sea  hooks,  etc.,  from 
Mr.  J.  H.  Evans,  of  9,  Wolverton-road,  Boscombe, 
Bournemouth.  I  asked  him  what  he  oould  send 
fresh  lug  post  free  for,  and  he  replies  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Last  week  I  made  a  good  bag,  also 
the  week  before — over  fifty  bass,  plaice,  and 
flounders,  varying  from  a  31b.  2oz.  bass  and  a  2lb.- 
plaice  downward,  all  off  Southboume  Pier.  Another 
man  near  me  caught  a  bass  of  equal  weight  with  rod: 
With  regard  to  seUing  bait  by  post.  Perhaps  you 
know  the  difficulty  with  lug  worms,  but  I  find  I  am 
able  by  picking  healthy  and  firm  ones,  and  packing 
them  in  a  wooden  box  with  grass  weeds,  to  keep 
them  fully  five  days.  I  have  some  just  now  in  a 
box  since  last  Tuesday,  and  they  will  do  for  use 
to-morrow  for  last  time,  thus  making  quite  a  week. 
I  could  if  needed  supply  lug  worms  packed  nicely  in 
small  wooden  boxes  at  2s.  6d.  per  hundred,  post 
free,  for  cash  with  order.  Of  course  you  under- 
stand this  means  picked  worms,  that  will  keep  for 
four  or  five  days  dfter  gathering  ;  fifty  for  Is.  6d. 
If  large  ones  5in.  or  6in.  long  are  required,  3s.  per  100, 
or  fifty  for  2s.  It  may  look  expensive,  but  picked 
worms  are  not  so  easy  to  be  had.  Of  course  I  can 
only  supply  worms  when  weather  and  time  will 
allow  of  their  being  gathered.  If  ordered  by  tele- 
graph order  there  is  better  chance.  Anyhow,  I  can 
manage  on  receipt  of  order  to  get  from  50  up  to 
300  or  so  sent  by  parcel  post.  Sometimes  when  the 
days  are  very  short  they  are  not  so  easy  to  be  had.- 
I  can  also  supply  mounted  (only)  hooks  on  double 
gut  twisted  that  will  stand  heavy  straining.  I  have 
supplied  over  a  thousand  this  season,  and  they  are 
in  good  demand.  They  are  Pennel,  Limerick, 
Minchin,  and  Kirby,  all  turned  down  eyes,  sizes  1  to 
5.  Nos.  1  and  2  are  best  for  bass,  4  and  5  for  flat- 
fish and  whiting. — Yours  truly, 

"Jonah  H.-  Evans. 


Olympian  Games  at  St.  Louis  Next  Summer; 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  have  in  contemplation  the 
holding  of  a  World's  Fly-Casting  Tournament  in 
connection  with  the  Olympian  Games  at  St.  Louis 
next  summer.  In  a  preUminary  way  I  would  like 
to  get  your  suggestion  as  to  what  would  be  popular 
contests  with  European  anglers,  and  hkely  to 
attract  their  attendance;  Any  information  that 
you  could  give  us  will  be  appreciated. — Yours 
respectfully,  "Fred.  N.  Peet, 

"  Chairman  Executive  Committee. 
"  155,  W.  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  III,  U.S.A.'- 

I  have  told  Mi-.  Peet  that  I  fear  the  expense  and 
time  it  would  take  will  prevent  many  \isitors 
attending  from  this  side  ;  but  if  the  executive  have 
plenty  of  funds  and  can  offer  to  pay  all  expens#s, 
some  of  our  anglei-s  might  go,  not  with  the  idea  of 
breaking  records  or  teaching  how  to  make  long 
casts  so  much  as  learning  how  it  is  done.  In  the 
United  States  these  fly-casting  competitions  are 
held  very  frequently,  and  evidently  great  interest  is 
felt  and' shown  in  them  ;  consequently  all  our  old 
records  have  been  beaten  over  and  over  again, 
except  possibly  in  salmon-fly  casting.  I  do  not  at 
the  moment  remember  an  American  east  of  50yds; 
with  salmon  fly.  In  bait  casting  we  still  hold  the 
records. 

Hooks  with  Crank  ShankS; 
Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds,  sends  me  some  very 
good  hooks  on  gut  for  roach  and  general  fishing; 
Some  of  them  are  what  he  calls  "  crank  shank 
hooks  "—that  is,  the  end  of  the  shank  is  bent  back 
a  Uttle  and  pointed;  the  object  is  to  keep  the 
worm  or  other  bait  from  slipping  down.  Some 
anglers  use  a  bit  of  bristle  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
although  there  is  nothing  new  about  them  they  may 
be  new  to  some  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  They 
are  dressed  on  16in.  best  drawn  gut,  and  sold  at  Is; 
per  dozen;    Mr.  ililler  also  sends  some  strands  of 
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this  gufc;  which  is  the  strongest  fine  drawn  gut  I 
have  tested  for  a  long  time  ;  in  fact,  I  shall  keep 
these  strands  for  renewing  the  fine  end  of  my  cast 
when  drawn  gilt  is  a  necessity.  Mr.  Miller  also 
sends  samples  of  his  grayling  flies  on  eyed  hooks  at 
2s.  a  dozen  ;  he  supplies  the  same  on  gut  and  also 
on  hair.  They  are  nicely  made — but  are  there  no 
good  red  hackles  left  in  Yorkshire  ?  If  not,  I 
should  prefer  a  good  dyed  hackle  (such  as  Mr. 
Hajmes,  of  Cork,  dyes  with  such  perfection)  to  the 
poor  dull  hackles  which  one  so  often  finds  in  arti- 
ficial flies  nowadays.  R.  B.  Maeston, 


COWBUEN'S  PATENT  AUTOMATIC 
EEEL  AND  CASTEE. 

Mb.  T.  Cowbuen,  of  Elm  Dene,  Elmbridge-road, 
Gloucester,  has  invented  and  protected  a  very 
ingenious  automatic  reel,  in  many  respects  much 
the  best  thing  of  the  kind  that  I  have  ever  seen. 
It  is  very  well  made  indeed,  and  can  be  used  as  an 
ordinary  Nottingham  reel,  with  and  without  check, 
and  by  touching  a  bolt  on  the  side  it  will  wind  in 
fine  automatically  for  some  40ft.  Automatic  reels 
are  a  good  deal  used  in  America,  but  have  never 
been  popular  in  this  country.  I  think,  however, 
that  Mr.  Cowburn  has  made  great  improvements, 
and  any  angler  who  takes  the  trouble  to  under- 
stand this  reel  will  be  greatly  pleased  with  it.  I 
have  seen  testimonials  from  anglers  who  speak  most 
highly  of  it. 

I  asked  Mr.  Cowburn  to  give  me  a  note  of  the 
advantages  claimed  by  him  for  liis  reel,  and  he  has 
done  so  as  follows  :  — 

Advantages  Claimed  for  Cowbtjbn's  Automatic 
Reel; 

(1)  The  Cowburn  automatic  reel  obviates  slack 
line,  and  automatically  winds  in  any  portion  of  the 
line.  It  can  also  be  used  as  an  ordinary  Nottingham 
reel.  (2)  That  there  is  no  slack  line  from  the 
moment  the  fish  is  hooked  to  the  end  of  its  play  (if 
the  line  is  150yds.)  ;  there  is  always  a  self-acting 
wind  of  about  40ft.  in  whichever  direction  the  fish 
darts  about,  causing  a  continuous  strain  against  it, 
thereby  preventing  entanglement  or  snapping  of  the 
line.  (3)  That  this  reel  has  an  automatic  40ft. 
wind  irrespective  of  the  length  of  Une  ;  has  also  an 
adjustable  drag,  with  check  and  anticheck  action  ; 
it  is  very  fight,  and  of  great  Une-holding  capacity. 
(4)  That  the  winch  handle  of  this  reel  can  remain 
stationary  when  the  fine  is  running  out,  or  it  can  be 
wound  in  as  the  fish  is  running  the  line  out,  as  when 
the  springs  are  fully  wound  up  a  spring-brake  action 
takes  place,  leaving^40ft.  of  automatic  wind  always 
in  reserve. 

The  illustration  shows  the  appearance  of  the  reel, 
which  is  made  of  aluminium  and  holds  a  large 
quantity  of  line;  It  can  be  used  with  Mr.  Cow- 
burn's  caster,  as  can  an  ordinary  Nottingham  reel 
without  bars.  (N.B. — The  reel  should  be  well 
filled  up  with  line. ) 

Cowburn's  Patent  Caster; 

When  Cowburn's  caster  was  sent  to  me  some 
months  ago  I  am  afraid  I  was  very  nearly  con- 
demning it  on  sight  as  a  ridiculous  invention  which 
could  be  of  no  earthly  use  to  the  angler.  I  did  not 
^londemn  it,  but  put  an  illustrated  notice  of  it  as  it 
was  then  made  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  said  I 
would  report  after  trial. 

I  fitted  one  of  the  original  casters  (which  was 
simply  a  metal  arm  with  a  loop  at  one  end  and  a 
hinge  for  fixing  it  to  the  rod  at  the  other)  to  a 
spinning  rod,  and  gave  it  a  very  good  trial,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  of  all  the  absurd  inven- 
tions I  had  ever  seen  this  was  about  the  worst. 
Instead  of  being  able  to  cast  a  fine  easily  with  it,  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  do  so  ;  the  Une  would 
catch  round  the  metal  eye,  and  the  spinning  bait 
came  swirling  back  round  one's  head.  But  occa- 
sionally—once in  twenty  casts  perhaps — the  cast 
came  off,  and  I  saw  that  if  the  catching  round  the 
metal  eye  could  be  obviated  there  might  be  a  future 
for  the  invention.  So  I  corresponded  with  Mr. 
Cowburn,  and  got  him  to  come  to  my  house  and 
give  the  improved  caster  another  trial.  He  did  so, 
and  although  further  improvements  may  suggest 
themselves,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  cheap  and 
simple  Uttle  invention  has  arrived  at  the  practical 
stage,  and  is  thoroughly  well  worth  the  notice  of  all 
anglers  who  wish  to  cast  from  the  reel.  Before 
giving  the  advantages  claimed  for  it  by  the  inventor, 
I  will  point  out  how  and  to  whom  I  think  it  will  be 
useful,;  I 


A. — The  Cowbuen  Automatic  Reel. 

/ 


B. — The  Cowburn  Caster, 


C. — Showing  the  Caster  in  Position  at  Side  of  Reel  and  Lute  held  with  one 
Finger  only  ready  fob  the  Cast. 


D. — Showing  the  Caster  pushedjback  against  the  Rod,  where  it  acts  as  the 
first  Ring  or  Guide  for  the  Line  while  a  Fish  is  pl.^yed  ob  the 
Line  wound  in  fob  another  Cast, 
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In  the  first  place,  as  now  made  with  a  metal 
cape  or  guard  it  acts  perfectly  ;  the  line  never 
catches  and  never  overruns  and  you  can  make  as 
many  caste  as  you  like  and  in  any  direction,  and  to 
a  great  distance.  It  will  not  replace  the  MaUoch 
reel  or  the  ordinary  method  of  casting  from  the 
Nottingham  reel,  but  it  will  enable  anyone  who 
cannot  use  a  Nottingham  reel  for  casting  from  to  do 
so  ;  also  it  will  be  extremely  useful  for  those  who 
wish  to  cast  out  far  in  float  fishing. 

In  ^1t.  Malloch's  capital  reel  the  drum  is  turned 
towards  the  first  ring,  and  in  the  cast  the  fine  sirnply 
uncoils  rapidly.  Ajayone  can  see  the  action  in  a 
moment  by  taking  a  reel  of  cotton,  holding  it  by 
one  end  or  side  of  the  reel,  and  then  puUing  the 
cotton  off  over  the  opposite  end. 

Mr.  Cowburn's  caster  enables  an  angler  to  use 
his  ordinary  Nottingham  reel,  so  that  in  making  the 
cast  the  reel  does  not  revolve ;  the  line  is  simply 
pulled  off  or  uncoiled  by  the  pull  of  the  bait  in  its 
passage  through  the  air.  There  is  no  having  to 
start,  to  control,  and  stop  the  reel,  and  consequently 
no  getting  "  hung  up."  There  is  no  doubt  the  Une 
coming  off  the  reel  sideways  and  then  ha\nng  to 
make  a  right  angle  to  get  to  the  rings  is  a  dis- 
advantage as  compared  with  the  direct  action  in 
the  Malloch  reel ;  but  as  a  matter  affecting  the 
casting  it  hardly  counts,  because  the  friction  is  so 
infinitesimal  in  the  case  of  a  Une  puUed  off  a 
stationary  reel. 

The  illustrations  show  the  method  and  caster  so 
clearly  that  Uttle  need  be  said.  The  caster  is  bound 
to  the  bottom  joint  with  waxed  thread,  so  that  it 
can  be  moved  backwards  towards  and  exactly 
opposite  the  side  of  the  reel  (see  C.)  and  forwards 
against  the  butt,  when  it  acts  as  the  first  ring  or 
guide  for  the  Une.  It  can  be  moved  backwards  or 
forwards  in  a  second  and  with  one's  eyes  shut. 

It  wiU  be  seen  from  Fig.  C.  that  the  Une  comes  off 
the  reel  and  through  the  hole  in  the  caster.  In  the 
action  of  casting  it  flies  through  the  hole  and  through 
the  rings,  and  as  the  bait  touches  the  water  the 
angler  pushes  the  caster  forward  into  the  position 
shown  in  Fig.  D.,  and  then  can  play  a  fish  or  wind 
in  as  easily  as  if  there  were  no  caster  on  the  rod.  Of 
course  in  winding  in  care  should  be  taken  to  do  it 
evenly,  but  this  appUes  to  all  reels  and  all  methods. 

Of  course,  anglers  adopt  different  methods  of 
holding  a  rod  in  casting  a  bait.  Fig.  C  shows  Mr. 
Cowburn's  method.  When  getting  the  swing  on 
the  bait  the  line  should  be  held  by  pressing  it 
against  the  rod  with  a  finger,  and  then  releasing  it 
the  instant  the  rod  points  to  the  place  towards 
which  you  are  casting. 

In  the  illustration  showing  the  reel  will  be  seen  a 
bar  on  the  table  under  the  caster.  This  is  the  metal 
holder  to  bind  on  to  rod.  The  caster  joint,  vnth 
thumb  screw,  can  be  fixed  to  it  in  a  moment,  so  the 
caster  and  arm  can  be  carried  in  the  creel  or  bag. 
In  the  same  illustration  will  be  seen  two  Uttle 
objects  Uke  teetotums.  They  are  reaUy  spinners 
for  fixing  on  to  the  Une  to  take  out  the  kink,  and 
can  be  used  also  for  spinning  a  bait  (as  they  spin 
splendidly),  just  Uke  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  Spinners" 
which  Messrs.  AUcock  brought  out  over  twenty 
years  ago. 

I  am  able  to  say  that  my  own  experience  with 
Mr.  Cowburn's  invention  is  borne  out  by  that  of 
other  anglers.  Jlr.  John  A.  Hardy,  of  38,  Mount 
Park-road,  EaUng,  -wTote  to  Mr.  Cowburn  on  Sept. 
5  as  foUows  :  "  I  am  glad  to  say  I  have  overcome 
aU  the  difficulties  with  your  patent  caster,  and  had 
a  good  trial  with  it  yesterday,  and  found  that  when 
I  put  on  the  cheek  on  the  reel  it  was  most  successful. 
I  could  cast  40ycls.  with  great  ease,  and  now  I  am 
very  satisfied  with  it.  I  shall  strongly  recommend 
it  to  my  friends."  At  my  request  ]\Ir.  Hardy 
kindly  caUed  on  me,  and  more  than  confirmed  all 
he  had  said. 

Mr.  Cowburn,  the  modest  inventor,  deserves  the 
thanks  of  all  anglers  who  want  an  assistance  of  this 
kind  in  casting  a  bait — in  sea  fishing  as  well  as  in 
freshwater  fishing — and  I  feel  sure  that  many  who 
adopt  it  will  thank  me  for  giving  it  this  notice. 

The  advantages  Mr.  Cowburn  claims  for  his 
casters  are — (1)  This  caster  enables  the  angler  to 
cast  direct  from  the  reel,  dispensing  with  coiUng  the 
Une  on  a  tray,  or  upon  the  ground,  or  looping  it 
round  the  hand.  (2)  That  by  the  use  of  this  caster 
the  most  inexperienced  hand  can  in  a  very  short 
time  leam  to  make  a  long  and  true  cast  with  ease. 
(3)  That  this  caster  can  be  used  with  any  ordinary 
Nottingham  reel  (without  side-bars  or  guide),  and  is 
most  simply  and  quickly  attached  to  or  taken  off 
the  rod.    (4)  That  the  use  of  this  caster  makes 
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entanglement  and  overrunning  an  impossibiUty, 
and  acts  as  a  guide  to  the  Une  when  A\inding  in. 

Although  only  a  few  of  Mr.  Cowburn's  reels  and 
casters  have  as  yet  been  used  by  anglers,  he  has  had 
some  good  testimonials.  Mr.  Scotford,  of  Messrs. 
Ogden  and  Scotford,  writing  on  July  4,  says  : 

"  To  Mr.  Cowburn,  Gloucester. 

"  Dear  Sir, — At  your  request  I  tried  your 
new  caster  yesterday  on  the  Pitt\nlle  Park  Water, 
and  after  making  a  few  casts  I  found  it  much  easier 
to  cast  from  than  with  any  spinning  reel  I  ever 
used,  as  with  a  2oz.  weight  no  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced in  getting  out  40yds.  of  Une  with  a  Ught 
trout  spinning  rod. — Yours  truly, 

"  L.  W.  Scotford  (Ogden  and  Scotford)."- 

"  Oriel  ViUa,  Gloucester,  Feb.  22,  1903. 
"  To  jMr.  Cowburn. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  given  your  patent  fishing 
reel  a  good  trial,  and  am  more  than  satisfied  vdth  it. 
I  have  had  four  days'  pike  fishing,  and  had  good 
sport,  although  the  largest  fish  I  took  onl}'  weighed 
71b.  I  f ouncl  the  great  advantage  of  the  reel  in  the 
weedy  waters  I  was  fishing,  as  it  kept  the  line  free 
from  entanglement.  I  tried  in  every  way,  and 
found  it  answered  satisfactorily.  I  hooked  one 
pike  in  a  miU-pond  fuU  of  weeds  and  snags,  and  let 
the  reel  do  all  the  work  of  plaj-ing  the  fish.  Again 
and  again  it  ran  out,  but  the  tension  always  brought 
it  back  to  the  bank,  and  it  was  only  when  it  was 
utterly  exhausted  that  I  landed  it,  without  having 
touched  the  rod,  except  when  the  fish  first  struck 
to  give  it  about  10ft.  of  slack  Une.  I  intend  trying 
it  with  snap  tackle  where  I  think  it  wiM  be  stiU  more 
useful.  The  friends  that  were  with  me  were 
deUghted  with  the  reel. — Yours  faithfully, 

"W.  J.  A.". 

I  have  suggested  to  Mr.  Cowburn  that  it  will  be 
well  to  send  out  iUustrated  directions  for  use  with 
his  caster,  as  although  most  simple  to  use  it  looks 
difficult  at  first  sight.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


"  MEMOEIES  OF  THE  MONTHS."  * 


It  is  always  with  pleasurable  anticipation  that 
one  sits  down  to  read  whatever  Sir  Herbert  Max- 
well writes,  because  one  is  sure  to  find  him  in  love 
and  sympathy  with  his  subject.  He  has  had 
wonderful  experience  and  almost  unique  oppor- 
tunities of  studying  nature,  not  only  in  his  native 
mountains  but  in  other  parts  of  the  world;  and  he 
has  the  faculty  of  describing  what  he  sees,  not 
with  an  assumption  of  superior  knowledge,  but 
with  straightforward  simpUcity  and  clearness. 
The  plan  of  separating  his  essays  by  the  months  of 
the  year  has  been  followed  in  this  volume  as  in  the 
two  previous  volumes,  although  in  the  present 
volume  many  of  the  subjects  have  no  reference  to 
any  particular  time  of  the  year. 

In  the  first  chapter,  under  the  head  of  "January," 
he  begins  by  telling  us  of  the  wholesale  slaughter 
of  that  beautiful  and  interesting  bird  the  crossbill ; 
he  deplores  this  destruction,  but  has  been  obUged 
to  yield  to  the  necessity,  for  in  the  north  of  Scot- 
land it  had  come  to  this :  "  If  you  do  not  reduce 
the  number  of  your  crossbills  you  must  do  without 
natural  pine  forest ;  and  if  you  do  not  have  ex- 
tensive pine  forest  you  will  have  no  crossbills.'-  It 
appears  that  the  most  economical  way  of  per- 
petuating the  pine  is  by  the  growth  of  self-sown 
seedlings ;  to  secure  this  a  plentiful  supply  of 
natural  seed  is  essential,  and  that  is  precisely  what 
flocks  of  crossbills  prevent.  They  spUt  the  cones 
with  their  powerful  beaks,  devour  the  seeds,  and 
defeat  the  object  of  the  forester.  Crossbills  must 
of  course  succumb;  the  Wild  Birds  Preservation 
Act  of  1894  is  not  intended  to  cover  their 
depredations. 

This  reference  to  crossbills  is  the  introduction  to 
a  very  interesting  chapter  on  the  "  Sad  Plight  of 
British  Forestry,"  and  the  advantage  of  planting 
milUons  of  acres  of  forest  land  now  lying  waste. 
Another  familiar  wild  animal  must  be  ruthlessly 
sacrificed  if  forestry  is  ever  to  be  made  remunerative 
— that  is,  the  rabbit.  Burmy  must  be  got  rid  of, 
a  thing  more  easily  said  than  done.  Where  rabbits 
abound  seedlings  and  coppice  are  destroyed. 

The  month  "February"  furnishes  some  interesting 
information  about  the  gold-crested  wren,  "the 
tiniest  of  all  our  feathered  fowls.'-    The  author 
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doubts  whether  the  most  vigilant  observer  has  ever 
detected  one  of  these  little  creatures  otherwise  than 
in  rapid  motion.  I  am  not  personally  acquainted 
with  this  little  wonder,  which  it  seems  has  no 
relationship  with  the  wren,  that  tiny  but  restless 
little  warbler  one  often  sees  sitting  and  singing  on  a 
branch.  As  an  instance  of  the  tremendous  activity 
of  Mistress  Goldcrest  our  author  quotes  the  following 
from  Montagu,  the  ornithologist:  — 

"He  noted  carefully  how  often  the  Uttle 
mother  visited  the  brood,  and  found  that  she 
did  so  on  an  average  of  once  in  every  minute 
and  a  half  or  two  minutes,  practically  thirty- 
six  visits  in  every  hour  during  a  summer  day 
of  sixteen  hours,  or  five  hundred  and  forty-six 
visits  a  day.    Now  let  us  suppose  that  each 
of  these  journeys  extended  to  no  more  than  a 
hundred  yards,  a  very  modest  computation, 
the  daily  aggregate  amounted  to  thirty-one 
miles,  being  a  distance  of  622,614  times  greater 
than  the  traveUer's  stature.    To  equal  this 
performance  a  man  would  have  to  travel 
707 J  miles  in  a  single  day."- 
Under  the  heading  of  "  March,"  the  author  tells 
the  most  recent  theory  as  to  the  salmon  disease, 
namely,  Mr.  J.  Hume  Patterson's  Bacillus  Salmnnis 
Pestis,  which,  however,  has  already  been  described 
and  discussed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.     In  this 
chapter  the  habit  of  holUes  is  once  more  con- 
sidered.   The  author  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that 
these  trees  are  really  something  more  than  "  un- 
conscious automata  ■' — they  know  how  to  defend 
themselves  from  the  depredations  of  cattle  by 
sending  out  spinous  leaves  up  to  a  few  feet  above 
the  ground,  and  above  that  level  the  foliage  is 
absolutely  smooth  and  spineless.    The  question  is, 
"whether  the  influence  which  directs  the  pre- 
cautionary armature  is  esoteric  or  exoteric  ?  Are 
we  to  suppose  that  the  holly  has  a  subliminal 
conscience,  or  are  we  landed  in  teleology,  pure 
and  simple  ? '-     Having  put  these  posers  before 
your  readers,  I  leave  them  to  digest  them.- 

A  large  proportion  of  the  matter  under  the 
heading  of  "  April '-  is  devoted  to  names  of  places.- 
I  will  just  quote  the  name  of  one  place  in  a 
telegram  from  Chepstow — "Going  to  Llanfairpw- 
llgwyngyllgogerchwymydrobwillanssilliogogogoch  ; 
shall  be  home  by  4.30." — this  counts  as  one  word ! 

Under  the  month  of  "May"  are  many  interesting 
notes  on  the  blooming  of  blackthorns,  why  certain 
birds  mob  others,  lapwings,  and  on  the  collecting  of 
plovers'  eggs  and  others.  Of  course,  in  these  spring 
and  summer  months  there  is  a  great  deal  said  about 
salmon  and  salmon  fishing,  and  many  thriUing 
adventures  are  described — to  extract  these  gems 
would  hardly  be  fair;  our  readers  must  buy  or 
borrow  the  book.  When  I  came  to  the  month  of 
June  I  found  the  chapter  opening  with  the  mention 
of  "Winchester  and  the  Itchen."-  I  hoped  to  find 
some  considerable  reference  to  that  charming  river, 
of  which,  in  days  gone  by,  I  personally  had  such 
pleasant  reminiscences.  1  was  rather  disappointed 
to  find  nearly  the  whole  chapter  devoted  to  a  very 
interesting  historical  account  of  the  City  of  Win- 
chester, which,  of  course,  is  applicable  to  any  month, 
and  little  or  nothing  about  the  river  in  the  leafy 
month  of  June.  Last  year,  1902,  the  author  was  a 
witness  against  our  lively  and  charming  old  friend 
the  "Dipper"- — he  caught  htm  very  successfully 
catching  fish,  he  saw  him  dash  repeatedly  "  through 
the  shoal,  using  his  wings  as  fins  (this  power  has 
been  called  in  question),  now  under  water,  now  on 
the  surface.  At  last,  after  many  failures,  he  caught  a 
minnow,  and  .  .  ;  winged  his  flight  to  a  cascade  high 
up  in  the  oak  copse  on  the  hill,  where,  no  doubt,  a 
Uttle  hungry  circle  of  Masters  and  Misses  Dippers 
were  awaiting  their  fish  course.'- 

"Summertide  in  a  Highland  Forest"  opens  the 
chapter  under  the  month  of  "  July,'-  and  a  very 
deUghtful  chapter  it  is,  from  which  one  would  like 
to  quote  but  must  not.  There  is  one  point  broached, 
however,  which  I  must  refer  to,  and  that  is  on  the 
subject  of  cruelty  in  field  sports,  and  specially  in 
fishing.  We  are  all  very  fond  of  fishing,  and  so  we 
aU  most  willingly  accept  and  adopt  any  theory  that 
will  plausibly  convince  us  who  are  so  willing  to  be 
convinced  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  cruelty  in 
the  very  nature  of  our  sport. 

"Fish,'i  says  our  author,  "if  they  are  to  be 
taken  at  all,  and  not  left  to  devour  one  another, 
must  be  captured  either  by  nets  or  by  hook  and 
line,  and  I  am  prepared  to  defend  the  opinion  that 
no  more  actual  suffering  to  the  fish  is  involved 
by  the  one  method  than  by  the  other.  It  has 
already  been  observed  that  it  is  the  fear  of  man. 
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not  the  pain  of  the  hook;  that  makes  a  fish  fight 
for  freedom.-  I  can  testify  that  the  pain  of  a  large 
salmon  hook  fixed  in  the  human  lip^  far  more 
sensitive  than  a  fish's,  is  very  trifling." 

And  the  present  writer  can  confirm  this  testimony 
by  the  fact  that  he  felt  no  pain  whatever  when  he 
was  hooked  m  the  nose— er^o,  a  trout  is  insensible 
to  pain;  Not  so  much  can  be  said  of  the  kindred 
sport  of  deer  stalking^  Here  is  a  sad,  touching 
story: — 

"  We  were  stalking,  on  very  difficult  ground, 
a  small  herd  of  deer,  which  got  our  wind  and 
moved  oS  before  we  were  so  near  as  we  wished. 
Among  them  were  two  good  stags,  one  of 
which  fell  to  my  first  barrel  apparently  stone 
dead;  his  comrade  was  heavily  struck  with 
the  second.  :    :  Just  as  I  was  starting  in 
pursuit  of  the  cripple,  the  first  stag  rose  to 
his  feet  and  began  hobbhng  away  in  the 
opposite  direction;    Handing  my  rifle  to  the 
stalker,  I  bade  him  go  and  finish  off  the  second 
beast  while  I  kept  watch  on  the  first  ;  3  ; 
Donald  was  absent  more    than   an  hour, 
during  which  time  I  watched  the  first  stag 
through  my  glass,  desperately  wounded  in  the 
body,  creeping  along  the  hillside,  lying  down 
from  time  to  time  to  ease  his  agony;    At  last 
he  passed  round  the  flank  of  the  hill  out  of  my 
sight;    Still,  I  felt  sure  of  getting  him;  ;  .  ; 
How  many  miles  we  followed  it  I  cannot  tell, 
but  in  the  end  a  storm  came  on,  with  thick 
mist,  and  we  lost  the  trail  altogether  on  a 
wind-swept  waste  of  stones;    This  happened 
several  seasons  ago,  yet  still  my  heart  aches 
when  I  shut  my  eyes  and  see  that  lonely  beast 
on  the  great  brown  hillside  dismissed  to  a 
slow,  sohtary  death;     To  the  salmon  fisher 
can  come  no  such  bitter  afterthoughts.". 
The  month  of  "August"  brings  us  into  the  presence 
of  Dittany— and  what  is  Dittany  ?    It  is  a  plant 
which  our  forefathers  named  the"  burning  bush,"  and 
many  who  possess  it  are  unaware  of  the  significance 
of  its  title;    vThis,"-  says  the  author,  "becomes 
apparent,  for  on  some  still,  hot  day,  or  preferably 
in  the  evening,  you  apply  a  match  to  the  flowering 
branches  or  quaint  quadrangular  seed-vessels;  An 
inflammable  gas  given  off  by  the  plant  at  once 
blazes  out  with  a  slight  explosion,  leaving  behind 
it  a  deUciously  aromatic  fragrance." 

Subsequent  chapters  tell,  amongst  other  things, 
a  good  deal  that  is  fresh  and  new  about  moths,  the 
Death's  Head  Moth  m  particular,  about  bees  and 
/bumble  bees,  about  spiders  and  butterflies,  owls, 
fieldfares,  eels,  snails,  and  slugs,  and  many  other 
things  which  will  amuse  and  edify  the  reader,  who 
will  not  be  satisfied  till  he  comes  to  the  end,  and 
will  then  cry  out  for  more;  The  volume  is  adorned 
with  half  a  dozen  beautiful  etchings.  It  is 
altogether  a  fascinating  book,  quite  worthy  of  those 
by  the  same  hand  which  have  preceded  it; 

The  Amateur  Anglee; 


^  EOACH  ANP  EOACH  FISHING. 

Many  anglers,  and  young  ones  especially,  think 
roach  are  a  simple  fish  and  easy  to  lure  ;  that  they 
have  only  to  stick  a  gentle,  peUet  of  paste,  or  worm 
on  the  hook  to  catch  these  silly  fish,  as  they  have 
been  frequently  called,  as  they  please,  but  one  day 
out  with  a  practical  Lea  fisherman  would  convince 
them  of  their  error; 

The  Rod.— At  the  last  Fisheries'  Exhibition  I  was 
standing  at  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.'s  stall,  when  a 
young  fellow  and  his  friend  took  a  Lea  roach  rod 
and  waved  it  about  just  as  one  would  do  a  salmon 
rod,  with  such  force  as  to  nearly  break  it  in  halves, 
one  of  them  remarking,  "  Only  fancy  walking  up  and 
down  a  river  carrying  a  pole  like  this  all  day  long 
as  I  have  been  told."-  I  felt  as  though  I  could 
have  laughed  at  them ;  as  it  was,  I  could  not  resist 
the  temptation  to  say,  "  Allow  me  to  show  you 
how  such  a  rod  should  be  used.".  I  told  them  a  Lea 
roach-fisher  sits  down  quite  comfortably,  rests  his 
arms  on  his  knees,  with  about  a  foot  of  the  butt 
held  under  the  right  arm,  and  the  rod  balanced  in 
the  palm  of  his  left  hand  ready  to  strike  at  the  least 
indication  of  a  bite  at  any  moment,  and  seating  my- 
self on  a  chair,  I  showed  them  how  it  should  be  done. 

The  youngest  gentleman  actually  condescended 
to  try  it,  and  said  he  would  never  have  believed 
what  a  difference  it  made,  and  after  profusely 
thanking  me,  went  on  his  way  a  wiser  if  not  a  better 
angler.  From  a  Uttle  girl  catching  sticklebacks 
without  either  a  hook  or  pin,  and  getting  them 


safely  over  a  handrail  more  than  her  own  height 
from  the  water,  to  a  Thames  angler  casting  from  a 
coil  of  Une  in  his  hand,  a  Trent  angler  from  the  reel, 
or  a  trout  or  salmon  angler  casting  the  fly,  a  true 
angler  is  interested  in  every  sort  of  fishing.  If  he 
is  not,  I  do  not  look  upon  him  as  an  angler.  Had 
this  idiotic  young  gentleman  started  at  what  I  call 
the  Alpha  of  the  art,  he  would  no  doubt  have  made 
a  far  better  angler,  and  not  shown  himself  quite  so 
ignorant.  Nine  times  out  of  ten  when  an  angler 
says,  "  Oh,  he  is  only  a  barbel,  bream,  chub,  dace, 
or  roach  fisherman,"  he  knows  absolutely  Uttle  or 
nothing  about  it,  and  this  makes  it  all  the  more 
exasperating. 

I  prefer  a  rod  eighteen  feet  in  length— one  can  sit 
well  back  and  out  of  sight  of  the  fish.  Nothing 
prevents  one  being  successful  more  than  throwing 
one's  shadow  on  the  water,  and  a  long  rod  enables 
one  to  fish  beyond  reeds,  sedge,  an  eddy  from  the 
bank,  and  over  rushes,  etc.,  and  so  get  a  better 
depth.  Of  course  one  can  fish  certain  swims  without 
using  the  bottom  joint,  that  is  to  say,  where  the 
heart  of  the  swim  is  comparatively  close  to  one's 
feet.  The  late  Mr.  Woodward  would  never  use  his 
bottom  joint  if  he  could  help  it,  much  preferring  to 
fish  certain  swims  near  the  bank;  It  enabled  him 
to  be  very  smart  in  striking,  landing  his  fish,  and 
rebaiting  his  hook;  He  was  one  of  the  quickest 
anglers  I  ever  saw,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  any 
angler  using  a  reel  and  line  would  not  stand  the 
shghtest  chance  in  catching  roach  against  another 
equally  quick.  In  selecting  a  Lea  roach  rod,  put 
it  together,  hold  the  point  of  the  top  joint  four  or 
five  inches  from  the  ground,  then  strike  ;  if  the 
point  hits  the  floor,  it  proves  that  the  rod  is  not 
stiff  enough;  The  point  of  a  properly  balanced  rod 
should  never  strike  the  floor.  If  the  young  angler 
cannot  do  this,  before  buying  it,  he  should  get  some 
friend  to  go  with  him  who  can. 

Disjointing.— Beginnera  should  learn  to  do  this 
quickly  and  easily.  It  enables  one  to  land  a  fish  with  - 
out  rising  from  one's  seat,  as  well  as  to  recover  one's 
hook  quickly  and  rebait,  etc.  To  stand  up  and 
attempt  to  land  a  fish  without  disjointing  is  any- 
tliing  but  artistic.  The  two  bottom  joints,  at  least, 
should  be  fined  with  hammered  metal;  this  is  a 
wonderful  aid  in  disjointing. 

Line. — An  expert  roach  angler,  especially  when 
fishing  rivers  Hke  the  Lea,  Cohie,  Stort,  Wey,  Rother, 
etc.,  employs  a  single  hair  Une,  but  I  advise  the  novice 
to  use  a  very  fine  gut  one,  weighted  with  five  or  six 
smaU  shots,  and  allow  the  tip  of  his  float  to  appear 
just  above  the  surface. 

In  gentle  swims  he  can  fix  one  rather  large  shot 
about  thirty  inches  up  the  gut  and  have  two  very 
small  ones  nearer  the  hook,  one,  say,  about  twelve 
inches  from  it  and  the  other  six  or  eight  inches  above 
that,  and  so  allow  for  the  play  of  the  current.  In 
many  roach  swims  in  the  Thames  double  the  number 
of  shots  must  be  used,  the  stream  being  much  heavier, 
but  one  always  ought  to  weight  one's  Une  both  to 
suit  the  stream  and  keep  the  bait  down.  In  floating 
in  gentle  streams  carefully  plumb  the  depth,  and  if 
it  is  correctly  done,  the  bait  should  just  miss  the 
ground.  If  the  float  is  properly  shotted,  in  sharp 
streams  when  a  fish  takes  the  bait  as  a  rule  it  dis- 
appears instantly,  and  if  the  point  of  the  rod  be 
quickly  raised  with  a  de'Ucate  stroke,  this  is  quite 
enough  to  hook  the  fish.  It  would  be  no  use  for 
many  anglers  to  use  hair.  I  have  seen  them  strike 
with  such  force  that  they  would  break  it  three 
times  out  of  four;  The  stroke  should  be  a  deUcate 
upward  one  from  the  wrist,  and  should  be  of  Ught- 
ning-Uke  rapidity.  It  is  this  quick  striking  that 
brings  so  many  anglers  to  grief ;  they  do  not  or 
cannot  strike  quickly  without  breaking  the  tacklej 
In  a  slow  stream  the  stoppage  of  one's  float  often 
means  a  good  fish,  and  many  fine  ones  have  I  caught 
at  striking  at  what  many  an  angler  would  never 
think  was  a  bite; 

In  legering  it  is  entirely  different,  the  float  being 
put  deep  enough  to  allow  the  two  or  three  lowest 
shots  to  rest  on  the  ground  ;  when  a  fish  takes  the 
bait  it  lifts  the  shots,  and  the  novice  should  not 
strike  until  it  goes  under.  If  a  bream  lays  the  float 
flat  before  it  disappears,  the  stroke  should  be  very 
gentle,  in  fact  a  mere  tightening  on  the  fish  is 
sufficient. 

Baits. — These  vary  considerably  according  to  the 
river  one  is  fishing  and  height  and  colour  of  the 
water.  When  at  their  normal  level,  rely  upon  it 
that  some  particular  bait  is  better  for  some  rivers 
than  others;  On  the  river  Lea  arrowroot  biscuit 
paste  and  white  bread  paste  are  most  in  vogue. 
On  the  Thames  gentles  and  dice-like  cubes  of  bread- 
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crust  are  the  two  favourite  baits,  whilst  gentles  are 
good  in  winter.  If  the  water  be  coloured,  I  need 
scarcely  say  that  the  tail  end  of  a  dew-worm  or  a 
couple  of  cockspurs  are  the  best  baits;  I  think 
many  anglers  scour  their  worms  too  much,  although 
it  no  doubt  makes  them  tougher ;  in  my  opinion,  this 
starving  process  has  a  weakening  effect.  I  have 
frequently  taken  fish— roach,  tench,  bream,  dace,  etc; 
—with  worms  dug  from  the  earth  the  same  day  they 
were  used,  without  the  least  preparation,  and  I 
firmly  beUeve  fish  rather  Uke  the  taste  of  earth; 
Starhngs,  blackbirds,  thrushes,  robins,  etc.,  cannot 
obtain  worms  scoured ;  and  if  "  the  early  bird 
catches  the  worm,"  why  not  fish  ?— say  in  a 
"  fresh,"  for  instance,  or  a  quick  flush  of  water. 

Paste.— This  is  best  made  up  at  the  riverside; 
I  have  tried  every  sort— red,  yeUow,  green,  "ching," 
and  paste  made  from  biscuits  and  scones— but  I 
have  always  found  that  made  from  the  crumb  of 
the  best  white  bread  one  day  old,  clean  and  fresh, 
just  before  fishing,  to  hold  its  own  against  aU  others; 
Do  not  soak  the  bread  ;  after  putting  it  in  a  clean 
linen  cloth,  simply  dip  it  into  the  water  and  take 
it  out  again  instantly,  then  knead  it  until  it  is  quite 
stiff,  adding  a  Uttle  more  moisture  if  necessary; 
This  bait  requires  no  wool  mixed  with  it  to  keep  it 
on  one's  hook,  for  it  answers  perfectly  well  without; 
Next  to  plain  white  paste,  a  mixture  of  bread  and 
bran,  made  up  as  stilfly  as  possible,  is  an  excellent 
bait  for  roach  in  hot  weather  ;  so  much  so  that  they 
sometimes  prefer  it  to  white  bread  paste.  The  same 
mixture  may  be  made  softer,  carefuUy  squeezed 
round  the  hook-bait,  and  quietly  sunk  into  the 
swim.  This  done,  raise  the  point  of  the  rod,  give 
a  sharp  shake  or  two  to  dislodge  it,  and  it  will  float 
down  stream  in  a  line  with  the  hook-bait  and  attract 
the  fish.  A  lazy  angler  should  not  attempt  it,  as 
it  is  hard  work.  It  is  a  far  better  method  of  ground- 
baiting  than  the  old  plan  of  throwing  in  balls  of 
ground-bait,  for  they  remain  in  the  swim  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  fish  feed  on  them  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  refuse  the  hook-bait.  I  have 
caught  splendid  bream,  chub,  roach,  and  on  one 
occasion  a  trout  weighing  two  pounds,  with  good- 
sized  pellets  of  stiff  bread  and  bran. 

Caddis. — These  grubs  (or  case  worms)  are  excel- 
lent baits,  and  are  best  used  in  a  good  run  of  water 
or  a  mill  stream  ;  in  slow  streams  they  are  not  so 
good,  and  in  swims  free  of  obstructions  should  be 
sunk  and  drawn.  Blood -worms  found  in  the  mud 
of  old  ponds  and  ditches,  used  on  a  smaU  and  fine 
hook,  are  at  times  a  capital  bait  for  roach  and  other 
fish,  especially  when  tried  near  sewers  and  over- 
faUs.  Never  use  two  hooks  if  one'will  do  ;  not  only 
is  the  second  hook  Ukely  to  catch  in  weeds,  etc., 
when  playing  a  fish,  but  it  often  gets  entangled 
with  one's  landing-net,  causing  great  hindrance.  If 
the  angler  expects  to  catch  good -sized  fish,  he  should 
always  have  his  landing-net  ready  from  the  first, 
for  missing  a  good  fish  at  the  start  often  spoils  the 
swim  for  some  time. 

Playing  a  fish. — If  the  angler  hooks  a  good  fish, 
he  should  never  be  in  a  hurry  to  land  it.  He  should 
turn  the  point  of  his  rod  upstream,  hold  steady,  and 
let  the  fish  tire  itself  out.  Avoid  pulling  against 
it,  and  on  no  account  should  he  rise  from  his  seat 
to  foUow  a  fish  down  stream,  unless  it  is  a  very 
heavy  one  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  If  it  be 
a  big  bream  and  one  brings  it  to  the  surface  too 
quickly,  it  will  often  roU  over  and  get  rid  of  the 
hook,  but  if  played  until  exhausted  it  is  a  fish 
easily  landed. 

Weather. — No  matter  however  bad  the  weather 
may  be,  there  is  often  a  chance  to  catch  fish.  Even 
after  a  sharp  frost,  if  the  sun  takes  the  bone  out  of 
the  earth,  from  about  eleven  o'clock  until  three 
o'clock  good  roach  may  be  taken  in  deep  sheltered 
swims,  either  with  gentles  or  white  bread  paste; 
One  can  only  become  an  expert  by  sparing  no  painB 
to  overcome  every  difficulty  on  all  occasions,  by 
working  hard  and  watching  clever  anglers,  taking 
hints  from  experts,  using  proper  tackle  and  baits 
at  the  proper  time,  and  by  constant  practice  in 
process  of  time  one  may  hope  to  become  as  clever 
as  the  best.  F;  M. 


Walton  and  Earlier  Writers  on  Angling.— 
'  Walton  and  Some  EarUer  Writers  on  Fish  and 
Fishing  '  (ElUot  Stock  :  Is.  6d.),  by  R.  B.  Marston, 
another  of  the  editors  of  '  The  Compleat  Angler,', 
reminds  us  of  a  particularly  charming  work  which 
now  comes  to  us  as  a  popular  edition  in  '  The  Book- 
lover's  Library.'  It  is  one  of  the  best  of  Uttle  books 
that  now  cluster  around  Walton's  immortal  treatise 
and  kindred  works.'I — Birmingham  Daily  Post. 
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THE  SALMON  ANGLING  SEASON 
ON  THE  TAY. 

^   

The  rod  fishing  on  the  River  Tay  and  its  tribu- 
taries (excepting  the  Eiver  Earn,  which  does  not 
close  till  Oct.  31)  closed  on  Thursday,  Oct.  15.  All 
things  considered,  the  season  has  been  a  very  suc- 
cessful one.  The  spring  fishing  even  with  all  the 
heavy  floods  was  considerably  above  the  average 
of  recent  years,  April  being  the  only  month  in  which 
fairly  continuous  fishing  was  obtained. 

The  autumn  fishing  season  now  closed  may  be 
said  to  have  been  exceptionally  good.  With  the 
heavy  rains  in  August  fish  were  early  forward,  and 
at  the  time  the  nets  went  ofi  (on  Aug.  20)  the  river 
was  in  excellent  ply.  and  there  was  a  fine  show  of 
tish  in  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  river, 
■n  hich  gave  promise  of  a  good  season.  Grilse,  how- 
ever, were  later  than  usual  in  coming  forward,  and, 
as  the  takes  show,  have  been  somewhat  scarce,  and 
average  fully  1  Jib.  less  in  weight  as  compared  with 
last  season.  Owing  to  the  mild  state  of  the  weather 
in  the  latter  part  of  August  and  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember, fish  did  not  rise  readily  to  the  fly,  but 
towards  the  middle  of  September  the  weather 
became  very  cold,  lowering  the  temperature  of  the 
water  several  degrees.  This  cold  spell  lasted  about 
a  week,  and  during  that  time  fish  rose  readily  to 
the  lure,  and  excellent  sport  was  obtained.  The 
weather  again  got  very  mild,  and  continued  so  right 
on  to  the  end  of  the  season.  Another  drawback 
this  autumn  was  the  heavy  state  of  the  river. 
Throughout  the  whole  season  the  river  was  more  or 
less  in  flood,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it  was  only 
in  perfect  ply  for  two  or  three  days  during  that  time. 
Unfortunately,  on  the  closing  day  the  river  came 
down  in  high  flood,  and  no  sport  was  obtained,  so 
that,  virtually,  angUng  stopped  on  Oct.  14.  The 
fish  on  the  whole  were  in  good  condition,  and  were 
mostly  kiUed  with  fly.  At  present  fish  are  well  dis- 
tributed over  the  iipper  reaches,  which  should  help 
the  spawning  season. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  fish  kiUed  on  the 
principal  beats  from  the  time  the  nets  went  off :  — 


Beats. 

Salmo:?. 

GRrLSE. 

No. 

Lb. 

No. 

Lb. 

Meikleour 

9 

155i 

6 

37 

Islamouth 

38 

659 

35 

229J 

Upper  Cargill .  . 

20 

352 

11 

76 

Lower  Cargill .  . 

19 

379 

13 

9H 

Willie's  Stone 
Upper  Stobhall 

8 

157^ 

9 

64 

64 

1380 

29 

223i 

Lower  Stobhall 

55 

1090 

32 

243 

Bummouth 

13 

232 

7 

Burnmouth  Stobhall 

20 

448 

13 

92 

Catholes 

11 

205 

17 

105i 

Upper  Stanley 

21 

351 

19 

132| 

Lower  Stanley 

55 

loni 

49 

347 

BenchiU 

41 

751i 

26 

182t 

Upper  Redgorton 

50 

924 

57 

410i 

Lower  Redgorton 

22 

425 

45 

327" 

Bertha 

19 

340i 

38 

264j 

465 

8867^ 

406 

2873J 

The  total  cat<;h  over  the  above-mentioned  beats 
for  each  week  from  the  time  the  nets  went  off  was 
as  follows  :— 


Salmos.     I  Grilse. 


Week  Esding. 

No. 

Lb. 

No. 

Lb. 

August  25 

27 

496* 

94 

616 

Sept.  1 

8  .. 

11 

172| 

26 

182^ 

29 

551 

61 

411^ 

15  .. 

123 

2306 

99 

733 

,,  22 

55 

980i 

33 

236i 

29  !. 

28 

539i 

32 

234t 

Oct.  6 

21 

392t 

19 

137i 

13  .. 

134 

2693| 
735i 

35 

268 

14  .. 

36 

7 

54 

Total 

465 

88671 

406 

2873i 

Average  :  Salmon,  19'071b.  each ;  grilse,  7'071b.  each. 


The  total  catch  over  the  same  water  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  in  the  previous  two  years  was  : — 


Salmon. 

GRn.SE. 

No. 

Lb. 

Average. 

No. 

Lb. 

Average. 

1901  .. 

288 

5303 

18-93 

267 

1848 

6-89 

1902  .. 

188 

3515 

1905 

371 

3111i 

8-47 

A  fair  number  of  heavy  fish  have  been  got. 
Curiously  the  three  heaviest  fish  were  got  within  a 
few  yards  of  each  in  a  pool  on  Upper  Stobhall  beat 


;Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  had  the  distinction  of  landing' the 
heaviest  fish  of  the  season  on  the  last  fishing  day — 
namely,  Oct.  14.  It  weighed  511b.  The  next 
heaviest  fish  was  landed  by  his  brother,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Coats,  on  Oct.  10,  weigliing  47Ub  ;  and  the  third 
heaviest  fish  repoi-ted  to  be^got  weighed  471b.,  and 
was  landed  by  a  guest  of  IVIr.  C.  A.  Murray,  of  Tay- 
mount.  from  the  same  water  on  Sept.  12.  Jlr.  Har- 
land  killed  one  fish  of  44lb.  weight  on  Burnmouth 
StobhaU  water  on  Oct.  8.  Several  other  anglers 
were  successful  in  landing  fish  of  36lb.,  35lb.,  and 
331b.  weight. 

The  heaviest  fish  caught  last  season  by  the  rod 
was  got  by  Mr.  Mason.  Perth,  on  Lower  Scone 
water,  and  weighed  46^1b.  The  heaviest  fish  for 
season  1901  was  got  by  Mr.  T.  Butler  on  the  same 
beat  as  the  three  neaviest  fish  this  season.- 

Among  the  best  fished  beats  were  Upper  and 
Lower  StobhaU.  The  best  day" s  sport  on  the  upper 
beat  was  got  on  Oct.  8,  when  Messrs.  Archibald 
Coats,  P.  M.  Coats,  and  P.  D.  MaUoch  landed  twelve 
fish  weighing  239ilb.  The  lower  beat  yielded  ten 
fish  of  1981b.  to  Messrs.  A.  Coats  and  P.  D.  MaUoch 
on  Oct.  12.  The  best  day's  sport  on  Bertha  beat 
was  got  by  Messrs.  A.  Coats  and  P.  D.  MaUoch  on 
Oct.  14,  when  they  landed  in  aU  ten  fish,  weighing 
1871b.  Mr.  Coats'  house-party,  fishing  on  Stob- 
haU, Redgorton,  and  Bertha  beats,  caught  since  the 
nets  went  off  411  fish,  weighing  56281b.,  or  a  little 
over  2^  tons. 

Lord  Cairns  and  party,  including  Lord  Hard- 
wicke.  Lord  Dudley,  Lord  Lytton,  and  Lady 
Chesterfield,  fishing  CargiU,  Willie's  Stone,  and 
Burnmouth  beats  from  Sept.  15,  caught  in  aU  thirty- 
six  fish,  5461b.,  of  which  Lord  Cairns  had  to  his  own 
rod  twenty-two  fish,  3801b.  His  lordship's  two 
best  days  yielded  sixteen  fish,  2351b. 

Sir  John  Barry  and  party,  fishing  Upper  and 
Lower  CargiU  beats,  had  also  very  good  sport. 
IVIr.  C.  A.  Murray,  of  Taymount,  and  party,  fishing 
Upper  and  Lower  Taymount  beats,  had  over 
190  fish  for  the  autumn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Trevelyn  Martin  and  party,  in- 
cluding Mr.  F.  La  Tour  Mason,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Miss 
E.  MaxweU  Lyte,  fishing  on  Stanley  water  after  the 
nets  went  off,  killed  in  all  127  fish,  weighing  1710|lb., 
their  best  day  yielding  ten  fish,  weighing  ISl^lb. 

Meikleoiu:  water,  rented  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
was  only  fished  for  several  days  this  season.  The 
Duchess  of  Bedford  landed  several  salmon,  but  the 
best  day's  sport  on  this  beat  was  got  by  Lord  Lans- 
downe  on  Oct.  10,  when  five  salmon  were  grassed 
weighing  731b. 

Lord  Blythswood  and  party,  including  Admiral 
Lord  ClanwiUiam,  General  Campbell,  the  Bishop  of 
London,  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  Mr.  Asquith, 
and  Mr.  H.  Praed,  fishing  Islamouth  beat,  and  in- 
cluding a  few  days  on  Meikleour,  kiUed  in  all 
seventy-six  fish,  weighing  9221b.  Lord  Blythswood 
had  to  his  own  rod  forty-two  fish,  weighing  5421b. 

Jlr.  H.  iSL  Beddington  and  party,  including  Mr.  A. 
Cohen  and  Mr.  Chas.  Beddington,  fishing  IJenchiU 
and  Catholes  beats,  kiUed  in  aU  forty-eight  fish, 
7631b.,  the  best  day's  sport  being  got  by  Mr.  Cohen 
on  Sept.  14  with  eight  fish,  ISSilb; 

Mr.  Ernest  I\Ioon,  of  Balholmie,  and  party,  in- 
cluding ilr.  R.  H.  Hoare,  Mr.  Harland,  and  ]\Ir. 
Pinkerton,  fishing  Upper  CargiU  and  Burnmouth 
StobhaU  two  days  a  week,  killed  in  aU  twenty  fish, 
2671b.,  I\Ir.  Moon  having  to  his  own  rod  eleven  fish, 
1251b. 

Mr.  G.  W.-  Wolff,  M.P.,  and  party,  fishing  Burn- 
mouth beat  three  days  a  week,  had  in  aU  twenty  fish, 
312^1b.  Iklr.  Wolff  had  to  his  own  rod  ten  fish, 
152|lb. 

Jilr.  Henry  Peters  and  party,  including  Mr.  P,  D. 
MaUoch,  fishing  on  part  of  CargiU  and  one  day  a 
week  on  Burnmouth  StobhaU,  kiUed  in  aU  twenty- 
one  fish,  3081b.,  of  which  seventeen,  weighing  2361b., 
were  caught  by  Mr.  Peters. 

Lord  Mansfield  and  party,  fishing  Scone  Palace 
water,  kiUed  upwards  of  200  fish; 

'Mr.  John  A.  Park,  tenant  of  Dunkeld  water, 
caught  in  aU  twenty-one  salmon,  averaging  17^  lb. 
(heaviest,  231b.),  and  sixteen  grilse,  averaging  71b., 
heaviest  91b. 

ilr.  Henri  Riviere,  fishing  Murthly  Castle  during 
the  autumn,  kiUed  thirty-nine  fish. 

Very  good  sport  was  got  on  the  free  water  at 
Perth  during  the  season,  but  it  feU  off  somewhat 
towards  the  close.: 

River  Tay. 

The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  the 
principal  beats  the  day  before  the  fishing  closed: — 
_  Fishing  Meikleour  beat  Admiral  Lord  ClanwiUiam 


landed  one  grilse  of  Sib;  On  Islamouth  beat  Lord 
Blythswood  killed  four  fish,  74lb.  On  Lower 
CargiU  Lord  Cairns  had  seven  salmon,  1401b.,-  and 
two  grilse,  14lb.  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats,  fishing  Upper 
StobhaU,  kiUed  four  salmon,  1211b.,  and  a  grilse 
of  111b.  On  Burnmouth  beat  Captain  Hayncs  had 
three  fish,  661b.  ;  Mr.  Scott,  one  of  8Jlb.,  and  a 
grilse  of  41b.  ;  and  the  boatmen,  two  fish  of  31^1b. 
Fishing  BenchiU  beat  Mr.  H,  JL  Beddington  had 
two  fish  of  34ilb.,  and  Mr.  Chas.  Beddington  three 
of  66^1b.  Mrs.  Coats  and  Miss  Logan  on  Ix)wer 
Redgorton  landed  one  fish,  17^1b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
61b.  ;  and  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D, 
MaUoch,  fishing  Bertha  beat,  killed  nine  fish,  1761b,, 
and  a  grilse  of  111b. 

River  Earn. 
Sir.  P.  D.  MaUoch,  fishing  Innispeffry  water  on 
Oct.  20,  lulled  five  salmon  of  221b.,  ISlb.,  171b., 
161b.,  and  9lb.  A.-  A. 


THE  CLOSE  OP  THE  SEASON. 


At  sundown  to-day  (Saturdaj',  Oct.  31)  the  rod 
fishing  closes  on  some  eighty  streams  in  Scotland. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Tweed  and  some  Solway 
rivers,  the  angUng  season  of  1903  is  at  an  end. 
The  season  all  through  has  been  an  unsteady  one. 
Too  much  water  spoiled  the  chances  of  the  fly- 
fisher  on  the  best  streams,  but  the  bait-fisher  and 
the  spinner  have  had  an  exceptional  run  of  good 
luck.  To  them  it  has  been  the  season  of  seasons, 
and  not  for  thirty  years  back  has  there  been  any- 
thing Uke  it.  The  last  two  weeks  of  the  Tay  and 
Spey  seasons  were  exceptionally  good,  and  the  past 
three  weeks  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  and  kindred 
streams  have  been  proUfic  of  exceptional  sport  on 
most  parts,  although  somewhat  indifferent  on  others.- 

G.  M. 


ME.  KIPLING'S  WRITINGS  ABOUT 
ANGLING  AND  NATUEE. 

Me.  L.  F.  Brown's  attack  on  IMr.  KipUng  (referred 
to  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette)  which  appeared  in 
Forest  and  Stream  has  "  raised  Cain '-  in  that 
excellent  paper.  First,  ilr.  Manly  Hardy,  of  Brewef , 
Maine,  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Forest  and  Stre.im  to 
Oct.  10,  in  which  he  said  : 

"  For  sixty  years  I  have  been  familiar  with  the 
scenes  IMr.  KipKng  is  describing,  and  I  thought 
when  I  first  read  it,  and  stiU  think  the  same,  that 
there  is  no  description  in  the  English  language 
which  so  -vi-vidly,  briefly,  and  truthfuUy  teUs  the 
story  of  logs  and  water.  It  is  true  in  every  detail 
to  what  may  be  seen  in  Maine  any  year.  How 
many  places  of  '  blackened  timber  -  I  remember, 
and  '  racing  streams '  is  the  exact  term  for  many 
streams  in  Maine  and  New  Bruns-wick. 

"  Mr.  Brown  says  that  '  no  actual  log-jam  is 
"  raw,"-  "  right-angled,"  or  "  at  the  end  "  of  such 
a  stream.'  Anyone  who  has  ever  s^n  drives  of 
logs  has  seen  many  places  where  they  jam  below  a 
short  bend  and  give  the  appearance  of  cutting  off 
the  stream  completely.  The  two  photographs 
which  I  enclose,  though  not  typical  of  such  jams, 
show  the  tendency  of  the  logs  to  rear  up  at  right 
angles. 

"  ]\Ir.  Brown  objects  to  the  '  cUck  of  shod  canoe- 
poles  round  the  bend,'  asserting  that  '  not  one 
canoe-pole  in  a  thousand  in  either  the  United 
States,  India  (outside  of  army  equipment),  Norway, 
British  Columbia,  or  any  of  the  maritime  provinces 
of  Canada  is  "  shod  "  ;  and  when  it  is  it  does  not 
"  cUck  "  ;  and  if  it  did,  even  its  impact  on  rocks 
"  round  the  bend  "  would  not  be  heard  along  quiet 
water,  much  less  in  the  tumult  and  uproar  of  that 
"  racing  stream."  '•  The  odd  circumstance  here  is 
that  Sir.  KipUng  is  right  and  Mr.  Brown  is  wrong 
on  every  point.  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  setting- 
poles  in  Maine,  and  I  have  yet  to  see  the  first  one 
which  was  not  shod,  except  in  cases  where  a  shod 
pole  had  been  broken  and  a  makeshift  was  used  till 
a  better  could  be  procured.  In  the  pro-vinces  I 
have  seen  poles  both  '  shod  '  and  '  barefoot,'  but  the 
latter  were  used  only  because  their  o-wners  were  too 
poor  to  buy  irons.  Then  the  '  cUck  '-  of  a  pole  tele- 
graphs like  the  rattle  of  railroad  iron.  It  can 
usuaUy  be  heard  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  yards  at 
the  least,  unless  there  is  a  strong  -wind  blo^\"ing,  or  it 
is  very  rough  water.  I  have  himdreds  of  times 
heard  the  click  of  the  poles  long  before  the  canoe 
came  in  sight  round  the  bend.  It  can  often  be 
heard  above  the  roar  of  the  water  nearly  as  far  eis 
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one's  voice  could  .be  heard;  To  anyone  who  haa 
been  in  a  canoe  in  quick  water  the  '  cUck '  of  a  shod 
pole  is  as  familiar  as  the  sound  of  an  oar  in  a  row- 
lock is  to  a  boatman.- 

"  As  for  the  statements  that  a  '  bar  is  always  a 
deposit  of  alluvium  earth-sediment,'  and  there 
'  never  was  a  "  bar  "  of  "  shingle ''  -.  .  .  to 
which  the  word  "  bar  -'  cannot  be  correctly  appUed,' 
I  must  sorrowfully  assert,  from  much  experience  in 
running  upon  them,  that  we  have  the  thing  even  if 
we  do  not  know  the  name  of  it. 

"  I  would  not  wish  to  make  any  animadversions 
upon  ]\Ir.  Brown's  criticisms  of  woods  hfe  if  I  under- 
stood that  he  was  confining  himself  to  the  region  he 
knows  ;  but  I  thought  it  was  a  general  criticism  of 
Mr.  Klipling's  poem,  and  I  have  yet  to  hear  that 
Mr.  Kipling  was  wiiting  about  Sand  Lake,  Michigan. 

"  If  Mr.  Kipling  had  been  foresighted  enough  to 
label  it  '  Maine '  or  '  Canada,'  there  is  no  question 
but  he  might  have  been  passed  siimma  cum  laiide  on 
every  point.  "  Manly  Haedy."- 

Mr.  Hardy's  defence  of  Mr.  Kipling  seems  to 
prove  Mr.  Brown  knows  nothing  about  the 
matter.  In  Forest  ani  Stream  for  Oct.  17  there 
is  a  reply  to  Mr.  Hardy  by  Mr.  R.  W.  Ash- 
croft,  who  says  Mr.  Brown  is  right  on  every 
point,  but  Mr.  Ashcroft  gives  himself  away  by 
insinuating  that  Mr.  Hardy  writes  as  a  friend 
and  partisan. 

"  It  is  assumed  that,  in  demurring  to  L.  F. 
Brown's  crushing  analysis  of  Kiphng's  '  Red  Gods  ' 
lines,  Mr.  Hardy  is  not  a  liiplomaniac,  nor  swayed 
by  reason  of  any  personal  acquaintance  or  friend- 
ship for  the  ICiphngs,  who  once  lived  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  took  several  journeys  into  Maine." 

We  do  not  attach  importance  to  the  arguments  of 
a  man  who  begins  in  this  style,  so  we  pass  on  to  the 
next  letter  from  Mr.  0.  H.  Ames,  of  Lewiston,  who 
more  than  confirms  all  that  Mr.  Hardy  says.  Here 
are  a  few  extracts  from  it. 

"  Mr.  Brown  claims  to  know  all  about  log-jams 
and  canoe-poles,  not  only  at '  Sand  Lake,  Michigan,' 
but  in  the  whole  '  United  States  '  and  also  in  '  India. 
Norway,  British  Columbia,  and  the  maritime  pro- 
vinces of  Canada,'  and  will  have  it  that  '  no  actual 
log-jam  is  ''  raw,"  "  right-angled,"  or  "  at  the  end  "  ' 
of  the  vista,  and  that '  not  one  canoe-pole  in  a  thou- 
sand '  is  '  shod '  or  '  chcks.'  He  has  never  heard 
of  a  sand  bar  in  his  life,  but  deliberately  states  that 
'  a  "  bar  is  always  a  deposit  of  alluvium  earth- 
sediment  which  has  gathered  and  formed  a  mud 
bank  or  island  '  ! 

"  After  such  a  statement  no  sort  of  statement  can 
be  too  extraordinary,  and  we  need  not  be  surprised 
at  his  saying  that  '  there  never  was  a  "  bar  "  of 
"  shingle,"- '  and  if  there  were,  '  no  sportsman 
would  ever  dream  of  recUning  on  such  a  hard,  hot, 
uncomfortable  seat  as  a  "  sun-warmed  shingle.".' 

"  He  says  there  is  no  '  smoky  Indian,'  evidently 
supposing  that  Kiphng's  exquisite  epithet  refers  to 
the  Indian's  complexion  alone,  although  it  is  true  of 
that. 

"  It  is  im'possible  to  understand  how  a,ny  man 
can  write  in  this  way  with  serious  intent. 

"  If  he  has  never  seen  a  real  '  raw  log-jam '  he 
should  not  write  about  one.  A  bunch  of  old  tree 
trunks,  water-logged  and  rotting  in  a  cove  of  some 
dead  water  or  bayou,  may  be  a  '  wonderful  study  of 
hues — browns,  umbers,  faint  pinks,  and  purples, 
dull  reds  and  yellows,  silver  of  lichens  and  green 
and  crimson  of  mosses,'  but  it  wouldn't  be  a  '  raw 
log- jam,'  or  anything  resembling  one  in  the  very 
least. 

"  If  Mr.  Brown  has  never  heard  the  click  of  a 
well-shod  canoe-pole,  he  is  no  more  an  authority  on 
the  subject  of  canoe-polcs  than  on  that  of  log-jams. 

"  I  am  unable  to  infer  from  any  one  of  his  stric- 
tures on  Kipling's  words  that  Mr.  Brown  has  any 
famiharity  whatever  with  camp  hfe  or  experiences 
in  the  wilderness.  His  assertion  that  campers  do 
not  '  sleep  on  a  couch  of  hemlock  twigs  if  they  can 
get  spruce  boughs  '  is  the  exact  reverse  of  the  facts 
in  the  case  as  I  have  known  them. 

"And  now  I  wish,  Mr.  Editor,  that  you  would, 
if  permitted,  reprint  the  whole  poem,  '  The  Feet  of 
the  Young  Men '  (just  made  available  again  in  a 
new  volume,  '  The  Five  Nations  '),  that  we  mav  all 
enjoy  it  again  and  reaUse  anew  the  poet's  exquisite 
accuracy  of  observation  and  characterisation,  and 
the  dehcacy  as  well  as  strength  of  his  poetic  feeling. 
The  third  and  fourth  double  quatrains  are  wonder- 
ful, to  those  who  can  judge  of  them,  in  their  con- 
trasted pictures  of  hfe  in  the  pile-built  \'illages  in 
the  bamboo  country  and  of  the  stalker  of  Ovis  poli 
over  Himalayan  snows. 


"  And  it  is  all  done  with  such  vigour,  each  char- 
acteristic put  before  you  mth  one  unerring  stroke 
of  the  brush  !  Mr.  Brown  has  done  his  readers  one 
service,  though  unwittingly.  He  has  reminded 
them  again  of  the  one  poem  which  perhaps  more 
than  any  other  of  its  length  in  the  EngUsh  language 
breathes  the  true  inspiring  spirit  of  Forest  and 
Stream.  *'  C.  H.  Ames. 

"  [Copyright  restrictions  would  prevent  the  pubU- 
cation  of  the  poem. — Ed.  F.  Jh  S.]  "• 

It  is  perfectly  clear  to  us,  on  the  evidence  of  those 
who  know  the  country,  that  Mr.  ICipUng's  descrip- 
tions are  as  true  to  nature  as  they  are  dehghtful. 
One  or  two  other  communications  will  be  found  in 
our  correspondence  columns.  Our  readers  will  find 
the  poem  Mr.  Brown  criticises  in  the  little  collection 
recently  published  by  Messrs.  Methuen,  entitled 
"  The  Five  Nations."-  There  are  spots  on  the  sun, 
and  Mr.  KipUng  has  never  claimed  to  be  infalhble. 
Probably  he  himself  wonders  how  he  made  an  aitch- 
less Tommy  Atkins  (he  is  too  fond  of  making  Tommy 
aitchless  by  the  way)  speak  as  follows : 

"  Off  through  the  dark  with  the  stars  to  rely  on — 
(Alpha  Centauri  an'  something  Orion) 
Moves  the  section,  the  pompom,  an'  six  'undred 
men." 


A  CANADIAN  ANGLEE  ON  THE 
SILEX  KEEL. 

Mb.  J.  G.  A;  Creighton,  a  Canadian  angler  and 
member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  is  greatly  pleased 
with  Messrs.  Hardy's  Silex  reel.;  We  give  some 
extracts  from  a  letter  recently  received  by  Messrs. 
Hardy  from  him  about  it: — 

"  The  Senate,  Ottawa,  Canada; 

"  Dear  Sirs, — The  Silex  reel  arrived  in  due 
course.  I  have  given  it  a  thorough  trial  in  actual 
fishing,  and  am  very  much  pleased-  I  find  it  fully 
bears  out  all  you  say. 

"The  principle  is  ingenious  and  effective;  It 
makes  bait  casting  simple  and  easy.  Being 
accustomed  to  see  United  States  experts  casting 
from  the  reel  to  surprisingly  long  distances  with  great 
accuracy  and  delicacy,  I  can  thoroughly  appreciate 
the  performance  of  your  reel;  It  has  the  advantage 
over  the  beautifully  made  but  expensive  ones  which 
they  use  of  moderate  cost,  and  of  being  learned 
after  very  Uttle  practice  instead  of  requiring  years 
to  acquire  the  knack  of  thumbing  the  line; 

"  The  quick  and  effective  regulation  of  the  brake 
pressure  is  an  invaluable  feature.  The  arrangement 
of  the  check  is  also  novel  and  good;  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  you  have  adopted  the  enlargement  of  the 
spindle  and  the  contraction  of  the  drum,  which 
give  a  very  rapid  recovery;  The  simple  manner  in 
which  the  reel  can  be  dismounted  for  oiling  or 
cleaning  meets  practical  wants; 

"I  have  examined  very  carefully  the  design, 
material,  and  workmanship  of  the  working  parts ; 
they  all  satisfy  me  that  they  will  stand  the  test  of 
actual  use; 

"  It  makes  an  excellent  reel  for  fly  fishing,  as 
well  as  for  bait  casting,  and  it  is  no  small  advantage 
to  have  the  same  implement  do  for  both. 

"  I  have  often  wondered  why  English  makers, 
whose  work  in  some  other  lines  is  so  superior,  did 
not  turn  out  anything  like  the  best  class  of  reels 
made  in  the  United  States,  and  that  their  customers 
were  content  with  the  heavy,  cumbrous,  and 
roughly  finished  articles  supplied  by  them.  I  con- 
gratulate you  upon  having  left  all  this  behind,  and 
upon  the  immense  improvement  which  the  Silex 
effects,  especially  upon  its  compactness  and  light- 
ness.   The  workmanship  is  excellent. 

*'  Being  so  satisfied  with  the  Silex,  I  shall  when 
I  again  get  to  England  have  another  for  salmon 
fishing,  and  shall  also  give  your  Perfect  a  trial, 
though  the  Silex  is  all  one  really  wants  for  any 
purpose;  "  I  remain, 

■ '  Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed)    "J.  G.  A.  Creighton 
"  (Law  Clerk  of  the  Senate  of  Canada)."- 

But  we  do  not  understand  why  it  should  take 
Mr.  Creighton  years  to  learn  the  American  method 
of  casting  with  the  protected  thumb  pressed 
against  the  line  on  the  reel  held  upwards  on  the 
rod;  It  is,  probably,  the  easiest  of  all  methods  to 
learn,  but  we  doubt  if  it  is  by  any  means  the  best; 


American  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


CLEAE  WATEK  WOEM  FISHING 
FOE  TEOUT. 
(From    Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams.'!  *) 
By  H.  C.  Cutcliffe,  F.R.aS* 

(Continued  from  page  227.) 
CHAPTER  Y III,— continued^ 
Let  us  suppose  that  you  have  selected  an  appro' 
priate  spot,  and  cast  your  worm  properly,  and 
are  now  swimming  it  down  the  stream  in  a  natural 
manner  ;  further,  that  you  have  a  bite — your  hue 
is  stopped,  the  collar  quivers  and  shakes,  it  moves 
obliquely  towards  the  spot  your  worm  first  pitched 
in.  What  are  you  to  do  ?  Whenever  in  swim- 
ming your  worm  the  collar  stops,  chop  the  top  of 
your  rod  quickly,  but  only  through  a  short  space  ; 
your  collar  will  bag  and  curve,  and  if  a  stone 
should  have  stopped  the  worm,  most  probably  it 
Avill  rise  and  be  washed  over  and  past  it.  If  a 
fish  stopped  it,  you  have  removed  all  tension  and 
given  freedom  to  the  worm  to  be  moved  about, 
which,  unless  the  fish  holds  it  firmly,  it  will 
assuredly  be ;  but  if  he  were  simply  playing 
with  it,  from  the  increased  movement  given  it 
by  your  dropping  the  top  of  your  rod,  it  will 
be  quickly  removed  from  him,  and  he,  fearful  of 
losing  it,  more  quickly  dashes  at  it  and  swallows 
it;  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  swallowed  it,  or  took  it  in 
his  mouth  when  the  collar  first  stopped,  by  giving 
slackness  to  the  fine  you  allow  the  trout  to  walk 
off  with  his  prey,  which  in  any  case  he  is  certain 
to  do  as  soon  as  he  has  made  sure  of  it ;  now 
then  is  your  time  ;  the  instant  you  see  your  collar 
beginning  to  move  in  one  direct  course,  into  him 
sharp — give  a  sharp  wrist  movement,  just  enough 
to  jerk  the  hook  into  liis  mouth,  and  then  play 
him  out.  When  trout  are  taking  well  you  find 
your  collar  quietly  stop  ;  then  immediately  move 
away — there  is  no  mistake  in  such  a  case — drop 
for  an  instant  your  top,  and  then  strike  quickly. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  they  are  not  taking  the 
worm  well,  you  see  and  feel  a  rapid  succession 
of  httle  jerks  and  twitches  ;  there  is  a  deal  of  fuss 
about  it,  the  collar  goes  first  one  way  and  then 
another  ;  but  this  is  trifUng,  and  does  not  mean 
business.  You  must  drop  the  rod  and  wait  till 
the  collar  moves  in  one  determined  direction,  or 
until  the  humbug  of  twitching  ceases,  when  on 
looking  at  your  worm  you  will  find  its  tail  bitten 
off  close  up  to  the  hook.  If  you  strike  whilst 
the  lively  commotion  is  taking  place,  you  will 
perhaps  just  prick  your  trout — you  will  not  take 
one  in  a  hundied,  and  your  pricked  trout  will  not 
bite  again  in  a  hurry.  If,  however,  he  has  eaten 
the  tail  of  the  worm  without  your  striking,  he 
may  think  it  so  nice  as  to  desire  more  of  the  same 
sort ;  so  you  put  on  another  worm  and  try  again, 
and  very  often  you  will  thus  kill  your  fish.  To 
the  beginner  this  Uvely  movement  is  so  exciting, 
and  seems  to  indicate  such  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  trout,  that  he  cannot  resist  striking. 
The  result  is  always  the  same — tail  of  worm  gone, 
fish  'pricked  or  not,  as  chance  may  be,  but 
seldom  or  never  taken.  Often  you  may  see 
the  trout  come  towards  your  worm  with  a  rush 
from  his  lurking  place  ;  in  this  case  the  instant 
you  see  the  trout  turn  in  the  water,  strike.  A 
trout  that  you  can  see  dart  sharply  at  your  worm 
from  his  lurking  spot,  and  then  suddenly  turn, 
is  one  that  will  do  his  best  to  take  the  worm, 
and  you  are  almost  sure  of  catching  him.  The 
most  common  error  with  learners  of  worm-fishing 
is  striking  too  quickly.  Now  at  any  time  that 
you  are  using  the  worm,  should  you  witness  the 
twitching  and  jerking  of  the  collar  to  recur  fre- 
quently with  different  trout,  you  had  better  change, 
and  continue  no  longer  with  the  worm;  Again, 
if  you  have  the  tails  of  three  or  four  worms  in 
succession  bitten  off  without  capturing  the  trout, 
delay  no  longer  ;  some  other  mode  may  be  adopted 
superior  in  kilUng  powers  to  the  worm.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  every,  or  nearly  every,  fish  that  comes 
to  you  exhibits  a  quiet  manner  in  his  mode  of 
stopping  the  worm,  and  then  runs  with  it  in  his 
mouth  back  to  his  lurking  place,  or  seizing  the 
worm  with,  greedy  avidity  darts  off  in  a  deter- 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson- 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  Sa.  6d.,  post  free. 
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I  mined  course,  you  will  do  best  to  persevere  with 
the  worm,  which,  under  such  conditions,  is  the 

^  most  killing  bait  you  can  use. 

I  have  already  said  that  I  usually  begin  in  the 
early  morning  with  the  worm,  and  I  persevere 
with  it  till  I  find  I  am  losing  the  tails  of  many 
worms,  getting  many  bites  from  small  fish,  and 
killing  very  few  big  ones.  I  then  usually  try  the 
artificial  fly ;  if  that  is  killing  fish  up  to  my  ideas 
of  the  number  and  size  the  river  is  capable  of 
affording,  I  continue  with  it.    If,  on  the  con- 

,  trary,  the  numbers  are  too  few,  or  the  size  too 
small,  I  then  try  another  and  another  mode, 
taking  care  to  give  each  a  fair  and  patient  trial. 
Towards  the  afternoon  I  come  back  again  very 
often  to  the  worm,  if  the  minnow  is  not  kilUng 
well.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  middle  of 
the  day  has  usually  afforded  the  least  sport  with 
the  worm.  This  is  a  conviction  to  be  accepted 
only  in  a  general  sense,  and  should  by  no  means 
deter  the  fisherman  from  fair  trial  at  that  time  if 
circumstances  require  it.  He  must  remember 
that  the  worm  is  a  very  general  food  to  the  trout, 
but  that  at  times  we  can  employ  other  means 
for  his  destruction  which  are  superior  to  it ;  as 
to  what  those  occasions  are  the  fisherman  must 
learn  for  himself  by  patient  and  persevering  prac- 
tice, aided,  I  trust,  by  what  wiU  be  found  in  different 
parts  of  this  book.  As  far  as  the  rivers  are 
concerned,  the  best  condition  is  plenty  of  water 
in  the  river,  with  richness  of  tint — what  indeed 
would  be  thought  best  for  the  artificial  fly ;  but 
the  worm  is  powerfully  destructive  in  low  and 
bright  water.  The  only  necessary  condition  of 
water  for  the  destructive  power  of  the  worm  to 
be  employed  is  that  there  be  rapids  and  currents, 
with  eddies,  etc.  A  perfectly  still  water  in  bright 
weather  is  not  that  to  which  worm-fishing  is 
adapted.  It  is  said  by  some  that  the  best  time 
for  kilhng  trout  with  the  worm  is  in  very  bright 
weather  and  low  water.  This  I  deny,  and  I  can 
only  explain  the  mistake  in  this  way.  Often  in 
very  low  and  bright  water  fishing  one  has  most 
excellent  sport,  and  can  kill  more  fish  with  the 
worm  than  with  perhaps  any  other  bait.  I  will, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit  that  in  such  cases 
the  worm  kiUs  more  than  any  other.  Well,  but  it 
by  no  means  f oUows  because  in  low  water  the  worm 
shows  superiority  to  other  baits  that  therefore  the 
worm  kills  more  fish  in  low  water  than  it  does 
when  the  rivers  are  of  moderate  height ;  on  the 
contrary,  more  fish  may  be  taken  with  the  worm 
when  the  river  is  moderately  full  than  when  very 
low,  ccBteris  paribus,  and  this  must  be  so  from  the 
very  character  of  its  usage.  It  kills  so  power- 
fully by  picking  out  the  trout  from  those  numerous 
httle  spots  they  select  to  feed  in  apart  from  larger 
currents  and  pools,  but  the  number  of  these  Uttle 
feeding  spots  decreases  in  the  same  ratio  as  the 
water  subsides.  There  are,  then,  much  fewer 
fishing  spots  in  low  water  than  in  full  stream — the 
field  for  labour  decreases,  and  with  it  its  rewards. 
Indeed,  tliis  argument  will  apply  pretty  generally 
to  all  the  modes  of  fishing  I  am  acquainted  with,  and 
it  is  obvious  enough  to  require  no  further  comment. 
{To  he  continued.) 


MOEE  JOTTINGS  OF  AN  AMATEUE 
ELY-DEE  SSEE. 

In  his  note  on  the  subject  of  the  WiUow  Fly, 
dressed  as  a  spent  fly  with  spread  wings,  Mr.  E.  M. 
Tod  would  seem  to  infer  that  this  method  of  dressing 
enables  one  to  present  to  the  trout  "  something 
which  they  have  not  been  used  to  in  form  and 
colour."  It  may  therefore  be  of  interest  to  narrate 
the  genesis  in  my  mind  of  the  spent-fly  form  of 
dressing. 

In  September,  1888, 1  was  spending  a  few  days  at 
Weldon  Bridge,  on  the  Coquet.  The  river  was  low, 
and  I  found  a  means  of  wading  in  above  the  Mill 
Cauld  and  getting  on  to  a  strip  of  silted  up  red  sand 
or  gravel,  which  runs,  or  ran,  down  the  centre  of  the 
long  pool  above  the  cauld.  On  the  right,  facing  up 
stream,  was  a  long  row  of  mllow  bushes  overhanging 
the  edge,  and  on  a  hot,  still,  and  rather  close  morn- 
ing the  trout  were  lying  under  these  willows  in 
strings  and  taking  something  which  I  could  not  see 
with  soft  Uttle  sucking  rises.  I  tried  a  variety  of 
flies,  but  with  very  inadequate  success,  and  at  last, 
disgusted  at  not  spotting  the  absolutely  right  fly,  I 
waded  up  to  the  bushes,  regardless  of  the  fact  that 
I  filled  my  wading  stockings  in  so  doing.  I  found 
that  the  stream  swinging  round  from  the  left  was 


bringing  down  a  long  string  of  Willow  FUes,  all 
lying  out  on  the  water  spent,  in  the  attitude  of  the 
fly  illustrated  as  No.  30  in  Alan  GJrange's  father's 
letters.  I  had  nothing  to  match  the  fly  in  my  book, 
and  as  the  water  was  quite  cold,  I  went  ashore  and 
changed,  and  set  to  work  to  imitate  the  spent 
Willow  Fly.  I  looked  up  Francis  Francis's  instruc- 
tions for  dressing  the  Needle  Brown,  the  spring 
variety  of  the  Perhdae,  and  very  similar  to  the 
Willow  Fly.  He  recommended  under- wings  of  star- 
ling's feather  (not  too  much  of  it),  and  above  them 
two  fine  shps  of  hen  blackbird's  wing.  He  gave 
no  instructions  how  they  were  to  lie,  so  as  I 
could  see  no  reason  for  tying  wings  of  difl^erent 
colours,  unless  both  were  well  exposed,  I  tied  them 
to  imitate  the  spent  natural  fly  as  it  came  down  the 
water.  By  the  irony  of  fate  there  was  not  another 
Willow  Fly  day  during  my  stay,  but  the  spent 
pattern  has  often  stood  me  in  good  stead  since, 
generally  proving  worth  a  fish  or  two  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  September  day's  trouting  on  rivers 
where  it  is  to  be  found. 

Ogden  in  his  book  of  fly-tying  has  described  a 
method  of  tying  the  fly  with  wings  of  two  kinds  Uke 
Francis  Francis,  but  he  says  :  "  The  wings  must  be 
very  flat  and  hollow  on  the  back — not  at  all  broken. 
The  under-wing  should  be  a  shade  longer  than  the 
upper  one,  and  both  should  cover  the  end  of  the 
hook."-  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Ogden  had  to  confess 
that  he  had  not  given  his  pattern  a  trial  before 
giving  it  to  the  world.  I  did  not  for  a  moment 
suppose  that  I  was  the  first  to  dress  the  Willow  Fly 
spent.  It  must  have  been  often  done,  but  no  dealer 
seems  to  sell  this  dressing  now,  and  as  it  has  proved 
itself  a  good  one,  I  tliink  it  ought  to  be  obtainable 
as  a  stock  pattern. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  who  makes  Mr.  Chas.  E. 
Walker's  patterns  from  "  Old  Fhes  in  New  Dresses," 
suppUes  a  so-called  Willow  Fly  with  wings  laid  flat, 
but  in  my  opinion  the  colours  are  much  too  Ught. 
The  wing  is  landrail,  the  hackle  ginger,  and  the  body 
a  blue -grey  fur.  I  beheve  in  a  pattern  of  a  much 
more  iron- brown  tint. 

Turning  back  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  observations,  I 
cannot  see  why  Greenwell's  Glory  should  be  dressed 
spent.  There  is  every  reason  why  the  spinners 
should  be  so  dressed.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Tod's 
doubles,  I  always  have  used  them  tied  on  gut. 
They  must  be  tied  on  round  bend  hooks,  and  I  have 
never  seen  any  eyed  hooks  of  a  round  bend  corre- 
sponding to  the  round  bends  on  which  the  doubles 
to  gut  are  dressed,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
where  they  are  to  be  had.  I  have  only  used  the 
doubles  sunk.  Single  hooks  are  generally  good 
enough  for  floaters.  In  the  treble  cypher  size  eyed 
doubles  might  be  an  advantage.  There  is.  however, 
one  advantage  the  eyed  double  has  over  the  double 
to  gut.  One  can  dub  the  eyed  hook,  whereas  in  the 
hook  to  gut  one  is  condemned  to  the  waxed  silk  or 
to  quill,  as  more  would  make  the  fly  unduly  tubby 
and  clumsy. 

Before  the  question  is  debated,  "  What  fly  would 
you  select  if  you  were  confined  to  the  use  of  one  fly 
all  the  season  through  ?  "  I  tliink  it  would  be 
desirable  to  define  what  is  meant  by  one  fly.  Is  the 
gold-ribbed  Hare's  Ear  one  fly  ?  I  would  under- 
take to  dress  it  in  a  dozen  different  shades  from  one 
hare's  ear.  Using  different  coloured  silks  and 
different  shades  of  starUng  wing,  I  would  make  a 
shot  at  almost  any  upwinged  dun  from  Rough 
Spring  Olive  and  Iron  Blue  to  the  Pale  Water;^  Dun. 
By  exposing  the  silk  and  keeping  the  dubbmg  at 
the  shoulder  a  great  variety  could  be  obtained. 
But  is  it  fair  to  call  this  one  fly  ?  If  one  might  use 
a  woodcock  wing,  one  could  represent  a  lot  of  the 
sedges  too,  and  the  March  Brown.  Is  it  fair  to 
select  the  "  Wickham  in  all  its  forms  "  ?  I  think 
not.  The  Pink  Wickham  and  the  ordinary  starling- 
winged  Wickham  are  as  different  as  chalk  from 
cheese.  Is  one  to  be  at  hberty  to  choose  the  Red 
Quill  in  all  its  forms,  from  the  dyed  orange  or 
crimson  body  and  deep  red  or  Coch-y-Bondhu  hackle 
to  the  palest  ginger  Quill  ?  Take  again  the  Blue 
QuiU  in  all  its  forms.  You  have  the  Willow  Fly, 
Blue  Upright:,  Blue  Dun,  Iron-blue  Dun,  the  Grey 
Gnat,  and  aU  shades  of  duns  short  of  olive  and 
yellow  up  to  pale  watei-y  (Quill  Marryat). 

When  the  conditions  have  been  settled  it  wiU  be 
time  to  advance  one's  selection.  Otherwise  the 
answers  will  be  lacking  in  precision  or  oft"  the 
point.  I  have  heard  of  an  angler,  and  a  very 
skilful  and  successful  angler,  who  never  uses  anj'  fly 
but  the  Coachman.  By  the  way,  claret  seal  fur  makes 
an  admirable  body  for  a  Coachman — far  better  to  my 
mind  than  peacock's  herL  Val  Consox. 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev,  Gbegory  C.  Bateman,  A-K.Ci 

(Continued  from  page  227.) 
CHAPTER  X^—continuedi 

Limnoea  palustris  (Fig.  140)  is  rather  an  elegant 
snail,  but  it  is  too  great  an  eater  of  useful  growing 
plants  to  be  safely  trusted  for  long  in  an  ordinary 
aquarium.  There  are  occasions,  however,  upon 
which  it  may  be  of  use,  such  as  when  there  is  an 
excess  of  vegetation.  It  is  always,  I  think,  interest- 
ing.   The  tank  in  which  it  is  kept  should  be  covered, 


Fig.  140.    Limn.5;a  palustbiSj 


or  it  wiU  be  very  Ukely  to  escape  and  die.  It  is 
found  in  the  lakes,  ponds,  ditches,  and  sluggish 
streams  of  nearly  every  part  of  Britain.  The 
animal  is  of  a  dark  grey  colour,  tinged  with  violet 
and  spotted  with  black  or  yellow.  The  tentacles 
are  conical.  The  disc  is  sUghtly  notched.  The 
shell  is  about  |in.  in  length,  conical  in  shape,  and  of 
a  Ught  or  darkish  horn-colour.  There  are  six  or 
seven  whorls  ;  the  body-whorl  more  than  equals 
half  the  shell.  The  sutures  are  rather  deep,  and 
the  aperture  is  oval  or  almost  so.  This  snail  lays 
from  sixty  to  eighty  eggs,  and  encloses  them  in  a 
somewhat  cyUndrical  capsule.  The  fry  are  hatched 
in  from  sixteen  to  twenty  days. 

Limncea  peregra  (Fig.  141)  is  a  rather  handsome 
snail,  and  is  perhaps  commoner  than  any  other 
aquatic  mollusc.  Some  people  do  not  give  it  a  very 
good  character  as  an  inmate  of  the  aquarium,  but  I 
am  never  without  it,  and  find  that  it  does  more 
good  than  harm.    I  have  just  examined  seven 


Fig.  141.    Limn.ea  peeegra. 


aquaria,  large  and  small,  in  wliich  snails  of  this 
species  are  kept,  and  have  found  only  one  soUtary 
incUvidual  out  of  the  many  upon  any  of  the  plants. 
AU  the  others  seemed  to  be  busy  at  work  upon  the 
sides  of  the  tanks.  These  moUuscs  are  good  scaven- 
gers, as  they  are  not  at  aU  unready,  as  I  have  said, 
to  become  occasionally  carnivorous.  They  wiU  eat 
a  dead  worm,  a  defunct  fish,  or  even  a  deceased 
relative.  They  are  most  proUfic,  and  thus  provide 
a  great  quantity  of  useful  food  for  the  fish.  A 
drawback  in  keeping  these  snails  in  the  aquarium  is 
their  habit  of  escaping  from  it,  and  dying  outside  of 
it  for  want  of  water.  The  tanks,  therefore,  in  which 
they  are  confined  should  be  covered.  The  body  of 
the  animal  is  a  pale  brown,  tinged  with  green.  The 
tentacles  are  flat,  triangular,  and  placed  almost  at 
right  angles  with  the  sides  of  the  animal.  The  eyes 
are  black,  and  plainly  seen.  The  sheU  is  obUquely 
ovate,  and  of  a  glossy  dark  yellowish  horn-colour. 
There  are  five  whorls,  the  body- whorl  taking  up 
more  than  three  parts  of  the  length  of  the  sheU. 

This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  wit^ 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  tb' 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upco. 
Gill. 
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The  spire,  which  is  more  or  less  produced  in  different 
individuals,  occupies  about  a  quarter  of  the  length 
of  the  shell.  The  aperture  is  large  and  oval,  and 
tiie  outer  lip  is  a  little  reflected.  This  snail  is  found 
in  the  slow-running  and  stagnant  water  of  nearly 
every,  if  not  every,  part  of  Britain.  It  lays  from 
sixty  to  eighty  eggs,  and  encloses  them  in  an 
elliptical  capsule.  It  produces  many  such  capsules 
in  the  course  of  a  year.  Dr.  Jeffreys  is  reported  to 
have  stated  that  L.  peregra  deposits  about  13,000 
eggs.  The  eggs  are  hatched  in  from  sixteen  to 
twentjr  days. 

Lirnncea  glabra  is  an  elegant  Uttle  snail,  found  in 
many  parts  of  England,  but  more  rarely  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland.  It  Uves  at  the  bottom  of  rather 
shallow  stagnant  water,  only  coming  as  a  rule  to 
the  surface  of  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a 
fresh  supply  of  air.  The  body  of  the  animal  is  of  a 
dull  grey  colour,  spotted  minutely  with  black.  The 
tentacles  are  triangular  and  of  a  Ughter  colour  than 
the  body.  The  eyes  are  placed  upon  tubercles. 
The  shell  is  cylindrical,  and  not  quite  an  inch  long. 
There  are  seven  or  eight  whorls  ;  the  body-whorl 
does  not  equal  half  the  shell.  The  spire  is  produced, 
and  tapers  to  a  rather  fine  point.  The  aperture  is 
narrowly  oval.  This  mollusc  lays  from  twenty  to 
thirty  eggs,  and  encloses  them  in  an  oblong  capsule. 
The  fry  are  hatched  in,  I  believe,  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  days. 

Lirnncea  truncatula  is  found  in  rather  muddy  water 
in  every  part  of  Britain.  It  is  fairly  useful  in  the 
aquarium,  and  is  not  Ukely  to  do  much  harm.  The 
body  of  the  animal  is  almost  black  and  spotted  with 
black ;  it  is  of  a  lighter  shade  underneath.  The 
tentacles  are  light  grey,  and  also  spotted  with  black. 
The  shell  is  about  ^in.  in  length,  and  oblong- conical 
in  shape.  There  are  five  or  six  turreted  whorls. 
The  spire  has  the  appearance  of  being  slightly  trun- 
cated— hence  the  specific  name  of  the  mollusc.  The 
apex  is  sharp,  the  sutures  are  very  deep,  and  the 
aperture  is  almost  oval.  This  snail  generally  de- 
posits its  capsules,  containing  from  twelve  to  twenty 
eggs,  upon  the  mud.  The  eggs  are  hatched,  I 
believe,  in  from  sixteen  to  twenty  days. 

LimMcea  glutinosa  is  said  to  be  "  locally  and 
periodically  abundant"  ;  that  is,  in  some  localities 
it  is  common  for  a  time,  then  it  disappears  appar- 
ently altogether,  only  to  reappear  after  an  interval 
of  longer  or  shorter  duration  as  numerous  as  ever. 
It  has  been  suggested  as  a  reason  for  tliis  strange 
habit  on  the  part  of  the  mollusc  that  it  buries  itself 
for  some  considerable  time  in  the  mud  at  the  bottom 
of  the  water  in  which  it  dwells,  and  thus  escapes 
notice  and  capture.  The  L.  glutinosa  hves  in  ponds 
and  ditches  in  different  parts  of  Britain.  It  is  fre- 
quentty  recommended  as  an  inmate  of  the  aquarium, 
but  those  who  introduce  it  among  their  water-plants 
should  remember  that  it  has  a  very  great  liking  for 
their  tender  roots  and  rootlets,  especially  those  of 
the  duckweeds.  With  the  exception  of  this  weak- 
ness, the  snail  may  be  considered  as  useful  and  harm- 
less. The  body  of  the  animal  is  plentifully  covered 
with  slime — hence  its  specific  name  of  glutinosa.  It 
is  of  a  dark  grey  colour,  tinged  with  yellow  and 
spotted  with  orange.  The  tentacles  are  short,  very 
broad  at  the  base,  flat,  blunt  at  the  tips,  and  spotted 
with  white.  The  shell  is  about  Jin.  in  length, 
"  globosejly-ovate "  in  shape,  and  of  a  glossy 
yellowish'  horn-colour.  There  are  three  or  four 
globose  whorls ;  the  body-whorl  is  considerably 
larger  than  the  rest  of  the  shell  The  spire  is  pro- 
duced very  Uttle,  and  the  sutures  are  rather  deep. 
The  aperture  is  almost  oval,  and  the  inner  lip  is 
much  expanded.  This  snail  lays  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  eggs,  and  encloses  them  in  a  rounded  and 
transparent  capsule.  They  are  hatched  in  from 
sixteen  to  twenty  days. 

The  httlc  molluscs  called  Ancyli  are  interesting, 
useful,  and  harmless  in  the  aquarium.  They  are 
very  sluggish  in  their  movements,  taking  a  long 
time  to  travel  even  a  short  distance.  They  do  not 
swim,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  them  float,  though  I 
seldom  let  a  day  go  by  without  having  noticed  thom 
and  their  habits.  Their  principal  food  seems  to  be 
confervje  and  decaying  vegetable  matter.  The 
stomachs  of  these  "  fresh-Avater  hmpets,"  as  they 
are  sometimes  called,  have  been  compared  to  the 
gizzard  of  a  fowl,  on  account  of  their  muscular  bands 
and  the  minute  particles  of  sand  which  they  are 
found  to  contain.  The  shell  is  hooked  like  a  hawk's 
beak,  hence  the  generic  name.  There  are  two 
species  of  this  genus  in  Britain.  Though  pulmo- 
branchiate,  they  are  rarely  seen  to  come  to  the 
surface  of  the  water  for  a  fresh  supply  of  atmo- 
spheric air. 


Ancylus  fluviatiUa  (Fig;  142)  inhabits  rivers, 
streams,  and  other  clear  water  in  every  part  of 
Britain.  It  is  generally  found  adhering  to  stones 
at  the  bottom,  but  occasionally  it  is  taken  upon 
aquatic  plants  or  out  of  the  water  altogether, 


Fig.  142.    Ancylus  fluviatilis. 


though  within  reach  of  the  spray  of  watevfalls  and 
the  hke.  Mr.  Darwin,  in  his  "  Origin  of  Species,'" 
speaks  of  an  Ancylus  as  having  been  taken  adhering 
to  a  water-beetle — a  Dytiscus. 

A  good  way  to  obtain  these  interesting  Httle 
molluscs  is  to  take  up  and  examine  the  flat  stones 
at  the  bottom  of  clear  and  shallow  streams,  to  which 
they  will  be  found  adhering.  It  is  necessary  to 
exercise  a  Uttle  care  in  removing  Ancyli,  or  they  may 
be  hurt.  They  give  no  trouble  in  the  aquarium, 
where  they  spend  nearly  all  their  time  upon  the 
sides,  feeding  upon  confervse.  The  body  of  the 
animal  is  greyish,  and  the  tentacles  are  greyish- 
white  and  broad  at  their  base.  The  shell,  which  is 
described  as  cowl-shaped,  covers  all  the  animal 
when  it  is  moving,  except  the  tips  of  the  tentacles, 
and  sometimes  perhaps  a  portion  of  the  muzzle.  It 
is  a  dark  horn-colour,  and  about  Jin.  in  diameter. 
The  spire  is  curved  towards  the  right.  The  apex  is 
rather  blunt,  and  the  aperture  is  oval.  This  mollusc 
lays  about  eight  eggs,  and  encloses  them  in  a  roundish 
capsule.  The  eggs  are  hatched  in  about  twenty-six 
days. 

Ancylus  oUongus  lives  in  slow-running  or  stagnant 
clear  water  throughout  Britain,  but  it  is  rather  local. 
It  is  found  adhering  to  the  under-side  of  aquatic 
plants,  and  not,  Uke  A.  fluviatilis,  to  stones  and 
wood.  When  it  moves,  which  is  seldom,  it  travels 
more  quickly  than  the  last  species.  It  has  a 
yellowish-grey  body,  with  a  greenish  tinge.  The 
tentacles  are  Ught  grey,  and  widely  separate  from 
each  other.  The  shell  is  more  oblong  than  the  last 
species — hence  the  specific  name.  It  is  about  Jin. 
in  diameter,  and  of  a  glossy  yellowish -green  horn- 
colour.  The  spire  is  bent  towards  the  left,  and  not, 
as  in  the  A.  fluviatilis,  towards  the  right.  The  apex 
is  rather  sharp,  and  the  aperture  is  oval.  The  eggs 
are  from  four  to  twelve,  and  are  enclosed  in  an  orbi- 
cular capsule.  They  are  hatched  in  about  twenty- 
six  days. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  FISHING  PAETY. 


"Men  may  rave  of  the  joys  of  angling, 
But  let  them  not  despise 
The  pure,  the  aesthetic  pleasure 
That  dwells  in  those  angling  lies." 

"  Doctor,  we  haven't  been  fishing  in  your  office 
for  a  long  time."  And  CharUe  Blair  cast  a  quiz- 
zical glance  at  the  doctor's  wife  as  he  walked  over 
to  the  grate  to  knock  the  ashes  from  his  cigar. 

"  ^¥ha.t  does  he  mean  ?  "  asked  Miss  Blair. 

The  doctor's  wife  smiled  and  looked  at  Albert, 
who  was  absorbed  in  watching  the  smoke  curl 
around  his  fingers  from  his  cigarette. 

"  Those  trips  used  to  be  very  popular,"  said  the 
doctor's  wife,  "  until  Albert  and  the  doctor  fished 
too  late  one  night." 

"  Tell  us  about  it,"  from  Mrs.  Blair. 

"  Albert  often  drives  with  the  doctor  to  make  his 
evening  calls,  and  when  there  is  much  sickness  I 
never  expect  my  husband  home  until  late.  But  one 
night  I  awakened  just  as  the  clock  struck  two  to 
find  myself  stiU  alone.  At  first  I  was  startled,  for 
the  doctor  always  telephones  if  his  patients  detain 
him  unduly.  Then  I  remembered  having  seen  signs 
of  returning  spring  in  an  occasional  Parmechini 
Belle  or  a  Professor  about  the  house,  so  I  called  up 
the  officfi  and  got  a  timorous  '  Hello.' 

"  '  What  on  earth  are  you  doing  at  the  office  at 
this  time  of  night  ?  '  I  asked,  and  not  in  my  sweetest 
telephone  voice  either. 

"  I  got  a  very  humble  reply  to  the  effect  that 
they  didn't  know  it  was  late  ;  that  he  and  Albert 
had  just  run  up  to  look  at  the  fisliing  tackle. 

"  '  You  send  Albert  home.'  I  said,  '  and  come 
yourself.  You  can  take  some  other  time  to  look  at 
"the  fishing  tackle.'  " 

"  But  we  had  some  nice  expeditions  in  the  office, 
didn't  we,  doctor  ?  -'  came  from  behind  the  cigarette 
smoke. 


"  And  doubtless  caught  bigger  fish  than  you  ever 
landed  elsewhere,"  added  Katherine. 

"  Yes,  the  biggest  fish  are  always  lost  on  other 
trips,  I  have  observed,"  said  the  doctor's  wife. 

"  You  say  that,  my  dear,  because  I  wrote  you 
about  losing  that  great  trout  at  the  Agawa,"  said 
the  doctor.  "  My  !  that  was  a  beauty.  I  never 
caught  a  better  one." 

"  And  you  remember  that  I  offered  consolation 
by  writing  that  it  would  make  a  much  better  story 
lost  than  landed." 

"  The  biggest  fish  I  ever  pulled  in  another  feUow 
got  the  credit  for,"  said  Fred,  walking  to  the  hearth 
and  facing  the  company.  "  Patton  and  I  were  out 
fishing  on  White  Lake.  We  had  had  beastly  luck, 
and  had  just  pulled  over  to  the  cove  to  see  what 
was  there.  We  found  Wadsworth  tugging  away  at 
his  line  as  though  he  had  something  worth 
while. 

"  '  Got  a  bite,  Wadsworth  ? '  I  called. 
"  '  I  should  say  so,'  he  answered  without  looking 
up.    '  But  I  can't  land  him,  for  I  haven't  a  gaff  or 
anything  to  help.' 

"  '  Want  me  to  come  ?  '  I  called.  '  I  never  saw 
a  fish  yet  that  I  couldn't  land  without  gaff  or  net.' 
So  I  rowed  over  to  the  boat  and  I  took  the  rod.  The 
fish  pulled  as  though  it  weighed  a  ton.  I  dropped 
the  rod,  took  hold  of  the  Une,  and  just  Ufted,  for 
there  was  nothing  gamey  about  the  catch.  It  was 
almost  a  dead  weight.  It  swung  around  between 
the  two  boats,  and  I  put  one  foot  into  Wadsworth' s 
boat  and  kept  the  other  in  ours — " 

"  Colossus    of    Rhodes    gone    a-fishing,"-  said 
Katherine  in  an  aside. 

"  At  last  I  got  him  near  the  surface,  and  wrapping 
the  line  around  my  left  arm,  I  pulled  with  all  my 
might  until  he  came  to  the  top  ;  then  sUpping  my 
right  arm  underneath,  I  Ufted  him  by  main  strength 
into  the  boat — Wadsworth' s  boat.  It  was  the 
biggest  fish  I  ever  landed,  and  we  were  all  quite 
excited  over  it. 

"  The  next,  day  Patton  and  I  were  out  with  a 
sailing  party,  when  our  host  exclaimed,  '  Did  you 
hear  about  the  fish  Wadsworth  caught  over  in  the 
cove  yesterday  ?  ' 

"  '  Tell  us  about  it,'  we  answered. 
"  '  Well,   he   caught   a   catfish    that  actually 
weighed  thirty-two  pounds.    I  don't  see  how  he 
ever  landed  it  alone.' 

"  I  winked  at  Patton,  but  we  both  held  our 
peace." 

"  Wonderful  self-control !  "  said  Mrs.  Blair.  "  I 
suppose  it  was  a  case  of  '  Do  as  you  would  be  done 

by-' " 

The  doctor  settled  himself  and  looked  over  his 
glasses  at  his  wife,  as  he  always  did  when  he  was 
getting  ready  to  tell  a  story. 

"  I  heard  a  good  fishing  story  at  Marquette  last 
summer,  and  it  was  a  true  one,  too." 

"  I  supposed  they  were  all  true,"  from  one  of  the 
ladies,  while  the  others  smiled  approvingly. 

Ignoring  the  interruption,  "  In  the  early  sixties 
when  the  country  up  there  was  new,  there  used  to 
be  great  fishing.    Word  came  to  town  one  day  that 
the  trout  were  thick  up  near  Stannard  Rock,  off  t 
Keewenaw  Point,  so  a  fishing  expedition  of  about  I 
sixty  was  organised,  and  they  put  off  in  a  Uttle  ' 
steamer. 

"  When  they  neared  the  fishing  ground  the  small 
boats  were  lowered.  The  water  was  fairly  black 
Avith  fish  that  seemed,  as  you  looked  down  on  them, 
to  be  piled  one  upon  another.  They  took  the  hooks 
instantly,  with  or  without  bait,  and  the  work  was 
so  rapid  that  the  great  fish  seemed  fairly  to  leap 
into  the  boats.  In  less  than  two  hours,  the  women, 
as  they  sat  in  the  boats,  were  buried  to  the  waist  in 
fish,  and  the  edge  of  the  boats  neared  the  water  Une. 
so  that  it  took  careful  ro\ving  to  get  back  to  the 
steamer.  The  sum  total  of  that  two  hours'  fishing 
was  four  tons  of  fish,  and  no  single  fish  in  the  lot  , 
weighed  less  than  ten  pounds."  ' 
"  Do  you  believe  that  yarn  ?  "  asked  Albert. 
"  It  is  local  history,  and  the  old-timers  vouch  for  j 
the  truth  of  it." 

"  Granting  that  no  fish  weighed  more  than  ten 
pounds,  that  makes  only  eight  hundred  fish,  and, 
as  probably  many  weighed  much  more  than  that, 
six  hundred  is  doubtless  nearer  the  correct  number," 
remarked  QiarUe  Blair,  who  alwaj-s  figured  things  | 
out  to  a  comparative  basis  as  though  he  had  been  | 
trained  in  arithmetic  by  the  Specr  method.  "  Now 
I  went  out  one  morning  and  caught  four  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-one  fish  aU  alone  before 
breakfast."- 
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"  Oh  !  hold  on,"  called  Albert^  "  That's  a  little 
too  big."- 

"  Well,  I'm  not  quite  sure  about  the  one.  It's 
easy  to  make  a  sUght  mistake  in  the  count  where 
there  are  so  many."- 

"  Emma,  what's  the  matter  with  him  ?  This  is 
worse  than  usual."- 

"  But  I  think  he  is  teUing  the  truth." 

"  Come  now,  a  wife  isn't  bound  by  any  law  or 
code  of  ethics  to  vouch  for  her  husband's  fish 
stories.  She  has  only  to  keep  still  and  let  him  tell 
them." 

"  Go  on,  Charhe,  and  give  us  the  key  to  it,"  said 
the  doctor's  wife,  who  had  noticed  his  hps  tighten 
around  his  cigar  to  repress  a  smile.  "  This  is  just 
one  of  his  lawyer's  tricks  to  get  the  ear  of  the  jury." 

"  Well,  you  will  see  that  I  am  a  man  of  veracity. 
It  was  up  at  White  Lake  where  Fred  caught  the 
other  man's  big  fish.  I  had  gone  out  early  one 
morning  for  a  walk.  You  all  know  how  the  channel 
comes  in  between  White  Lake  and  Lake  Michigan. 
Right  there  was  a  great  school  of  httle  herring 
making  in  from  the  big  lake.  They  formed  a  black 
ribbon  three  feet  wide,  and  I  could  see  it  turning 
and  swerving  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  out.  I  just 
scooped  the  httle  fish  up  with  a  pail,  and  the 
neighbours  and  we  had  all  the  whitebait  for  break- 
fast that  we  wanted.  Now  do  you  dispute  my 
count  ?  "  and  he  threw  away  his  cigar,  and  hghted 
bis  briar  pipe  for  a  really  comfortable  smoke. 

"  May  I  tell  a  story  ?  "  asked  Katherine. 

"  Of  course  it's  on  me,"  said  Fred,  "  for  my  wife 
never  caught  a  fish  in  her  hfe." 

"  I  don't  know  whether  it's  on  you  or  on  Milhe 
and  me.  The  others  may  judge.  The  doctor  and 
Fred  went  fishing  one  Sunday  afternoon  and  took 
little  Tom  with  them.  MiUie  and  I  stayed  at  the 
cottage  alone.  About  six  o'clock  they  came  home 
with  a  fine  string  of  perch,  and  insisted  that  they 
must  have  them  for  supper." 

"  Yes,  I  remember  it,"  said  the  doctor's  wife. 

"  You  had  let  both  the  girls  go  out,  so  it  meant 
that  if  we  had  the  fish,  you  and  I  must  cook  them." 

"  Yes,  that  was  the  way  of  it.  But  we  had  guyed 
the  men  so  much  about  never  catching  anything 
that  finally  we  yielded  out  of  respect  to  the  famous 
catch.  We  started  for  the  kitchen,  and  they  went 
out  behind  the  cottage  to  prepare  the  fish.  Their 
voices  floated  in  through  the  windows,  with  here  and 
there  a  word  showing  that  the  trip  was  under  dis- 
cussion. Tom's  childish  voice  rang  out  distinctly 
above  the  others,  and  we  were  startled  by  these 
words,  '  Wasn't  that  a  good  man,  papa,  to  give  us 
all  these  nice  fishes  ?  '  We  rushed  to  the  door  in 
time  to  hear  Fred  groan,  '  Oh,  doctor.  I  told  you 
that  kid  would  give  us  away  ! '  We  burst  out 
laughing,  and  Fred  and  the  doctor  joined  in  spite 
of  themselves.  Tom  looked  from  one  to  the  other  in 
amazement,  and  finally  turning  his  big  blue  eyes  up 
to  his  father,  said,  '  I'm  telhng  the  truth,  ain't  I, 
papa  ?  '  " 

"  Alas  !  he  was,"  said  Fred,  "  and  the  doctor  and 
I  expect  never  to  hear  the  last  of  it." 

"  Albert,  you  haven't  told  a  story  yet,'-  said  Mrs. 
Blair. 

I  don't  dare  before  this  audience  to  recount  any 


or  my  own  wonderful  exploits,  but  this  may  interest 
you.  Last  summer  I  was  invited  with  a  party  for 
an  afternoon's  sail  on  a  yacht.  We  started  from 
Detroit  and  went  up  to  the  flats.  As  we  were  cross- 
ing Lake  St.  Claire  we  saw  quantities  of  large  carp 
jumping  ahead  of  the  boat  and  around  it.  Of 
course  we  were  all  very  much  interested,  and  called 
out  as  each  one  jumped,  but  one  young  man  was 
especially  excited. 

"  '  You  seem  to  be  an  enthusiastic  fisherman,'  I 
said. 

"  '  Very,'  he  answered. 
"  '  What  do  you  fish  for  ? '  I  asked. 
"  '  Everything  and  anything,'  he  answered. 
"  '  You  must  be  unusually  lucky  to  care  so  much 
for  it.' 

"  '  I  never  caught  a  fish  in  my  hfe,'-  was  his 
starthng  reply. 

"  '  You  never  caught  a  fish,  you  say  ?  '  I  ex- 
claimed, trying  to  reconcile  his  two  statements. 

"  '  Never,'  he  repUed.  '  I  have  fished  hours  and 
hours  for  all  kinds  of  fish  in  all  kinds  of  water  with 
all  kinds  of  tackle,  but  never  caught  a  fish.' 

"  '  And  yet  you  kept  at  it  ?  ' 

"  '  Yes,  the  fascination  still  holds.  I  have  tried 
everything  I  could  think  of.  I  stood  on  the  dock  in 
Detroit  for  an  hour  and  watched  a  young  man  pull 
in  fish  after  fish.  Finally  I  asked  him  what  he 
would  take  for  his  rod  and  Une.  He  wouldn't  say, 
but  I  made  him  an  ofier  that  tempted  him,  and  he 
sold  out.  He  got  up  and  I  sUpped  into  his  place, 
scarcely  moving  the  hne,  and  we  made  no  noise. 
But  I  sat  there  two  hours  and  never  got  a  bite.  But 
I'll  get  a  fish  yet.'  " 

'.'  He  must  be  a  marvel  of  integrity  if  he  has  fished 
thus  faithfully  and  stiU  refrains  from  telhng  about 
the  big  fish  that  he  has  just  lost.  Your  story  is 
certainly  iinique,"  said  Katherine. 

"  But,  Katherine,  you  are  the  only  lady  who  has 
told  a  story,"-  said  Albert.  "  Mrs.  Blair,  it  is  your 
turn."- 

"  I  am  hke  the  young  man  ;  I  never  caught  a 
fish  in  my  hfe,  and  more  than  that,  I  don't  want  to." 

"  But  you  have,  Milhe,"  said  Katherine. 

"  Yes,  I  caught  a  great  many  until  my  husband 
refused  to  take  me  fishing  any  more  because  I 
always  caught  more  than  he  did." 

"  I  suppose  everybody  beheves  that !  said  the 
doctor. 

"  But  my  happiest  fishing  trip  was  in  my  child- 
hood days,"  continued  the  doctor's  wife.  "  I  ran 
away  from  school  one  day  in  the  spring-time  to  the 
woods.  I  can  shut  my  eyes  now  and  see  the  Ught 
shimmering  through  the  green  mist  of  the  new 
fohage.  I  can  smell  the  woods  and  feel  the  warm 
moss  under  my  feet,  and  see  the  triUiums  and 
spring-beauties  all  around  me.  That  day  we 
crossed  a  tiny  brook,  and  lying  face  do^vnward  on 
the  bank  caught  the  pebbles  from  the  bottom  and 
watched  the  strange  hfe  that  moved  in  the  water. 
The  httle  minnows  awoke  in  me  the  fisherman's 
instinct,  and  I  tore  the  pocket  from  my  dress  for  a 
net.  After  patient  labour  and  quiet  watching  I 
caught  one  tiny  minnow  and  di-ew  the  top  of  my 
pocket  together  to  hold  the  prisoner.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  feel  of  that  httle  creature  under  my  hand. 
The  same  sensation  was  repeated  when  I  caught  my 
first  trout.  But  after  all  the  best  of  it  to  me  was 
not  the  fishing,  but  the  woods,  the  trees,  and  the 
flowers.  I  sometimes  wonder  if  the  fascination  of 
these  remarkable  stories  does  not  after  all  he  in  the 
fact  that  the  telhng  brings  back  the  breath  of  the 
woods,  the  song  of  the  birds,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
outdoor  hfe  that  we  all  love  so  well." 

"  I  beheve  you  are  right,"  said  Albert.  "  We 
are  truest  to  ourselves  when  we  are  nearest  to 
nature." — F.  Milner  in  Hoston  National  SportsTiian. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  'WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Remabks. — The  river  was 
on  Thursday  higher  than  it  has  been  this  year,  and 
in  many  districts  wa?  quite  two  feet  over  high-wate' 
level.  The  colour  was  thick  in  the  lower  reaches, 
but  without  more  rain  will  tone  down  quickly.  I 
should  say  that  by  to-day  (Saturday)  it  will  be 
possible  to  get  some  good  roach  fishing  in  most 
parts,  and  bank  anglers  will  stand  a  good  chance, 
especially  at  such  places  as  Windsor,  Marlow, 
Henley,  and  Pangbourne.    I  was  at  Datchet  on 


Monday  and  bad  a  few  nice  roach,  but  I  think  the 
rain  was  the  heaviest  I  have  experienced  this  year. 
The  water  rose  quickly  and  the  stream  was  strong, 
the  fish  beino;  had  in  dead  water.  Lob  worms  and 
small  "reds"  should  now  prove  an  excellent  bait, 
and  the  fish  are  likely  to  be  had  chiefly  in  shallow 
water.  The  river  was  over  the  banks  in  many 
places  on  Thursday,  and  the  adjoining  meadows 
were  full  of  water.  Still,  owing  to  the  rapid  way  in 
which  the  Conservancy  were  dealing  with  the  flood, 
matters  may  be  much  more  favourable  in  a  few 
days.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — During  the 
week  the  Cam  was  getting  nicely  into  fishing  con- 
dition, a  nice  take  of  pike  beinz  had,  and  prospects 
up  to  Tuesday  (Oct.  27)  looking  rosy.  We  have 
sipce  had  another  heavy  downfall  of  rain,  but  with 
two  or  three  days'  settled  weather,  the  Cam  will  be 
fishable  at  this  spot. — J.  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — As  I  have  several 
times  hinted  in  these  notes,  catches  made  on  the 
Dart  have  been  more  plentiful  than  has  been 
publicly  recorded  week  by  week,  and  this  fact  is 
strikingly  borne  out  by  the  figures  just  received 
from  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators,  whose  tabu- 
lation of  catches  made  shows  that  1902-3  has  by 
far  surpassed  previous  years.  It  is  shown  that  the 
number  of  salmon  caught  in  the  Dart  by  rod  and 
line  was  261,  and  they  weighed  24621b.  The 
previous  year  158  fish  were  caught,  and  they  scaled 
18051b.,  so  that  the  present  season  nearly  equals 
that  of  1901-2.  The  year  previous  to  that  90  were 
landed,  weighing  8441b.,  so  that  taken  together  the 
present  season  is  far  ahead  of  others.  Other  figures, 
too,  show  that  there  has  been  no  scarcity  of  salmon, 
and  that  the  Dart  has  upheld  its  reputation  as  one 
of  the  best  Devonshire  salmon  rivers.  At  the 
weir  447  salmon  were  taken  against  453  the 
previous  year,  and  270  the  year  before,  but  at 
Stoke  Gabriel  and  Dittisham  the  principal  catches 
have  been  made,  it  being  estimated  that  1976  fish 
were  landed,  with  an  estimated  weight  of  20,000lb. 
Still  there  is  the  return  of  the  Dart  Fishery  to  come 
in,  and  there  should  be  little  doubt  that  1902-3 
should  prove  a  record. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— On  Oct.  19,  Dr.  Murray,  of 
Armathwaite  Hall,  had  a  good  fish,  261b.  On  the 
20th,  Mr.  E.  L.  Atkinson,  one,  171b.,  at  Brocklewath. 
In  the  Cargo  water,  Mr.  W.  F.  Ward,  two,  211b. 
and  181b.;  Mr.  W.  Martin,  - one,  261b.;  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hough,  two.  211b.  and  221b.,  at  Crosby.  River  in 
flood  on  2l8t.  On  the  22nd,  the  Corby  Castle 
keeper,  one,  101b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Martin,  one,  271b  ,  at 
Rockcliffe ;  Mr.  C.  Liddell,  one,  241b.,  at  Warwick 
Hall;  Mr.  Collingwood,  one,  231b.,  at  Wetheral ; 
Messrs.  Graham,  Coulthard,  and  G.  Tweedle,  one 
each,  in  the  association  water ;  Mr.  E.  L.  Houph, 
two,  251b.  and  331b..  at  Park  Broom ;  and  in  the 
Cargo  water,  Mr.  R.  T.  Lockhart,  two,  91b.  and 
271b. ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Ward,  one.  24-b. ;  and  Mr.  M.  A. 
Scott,  one,  221b.  On  the  23rd  another  flood.  On 
the  24th,  Mr.  T.  Y.  Bramwell  killed  two.  201b.  and 
251b.,  at  Warwick  Hall ;  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough,  three, 
191b.,  191b.,  and  241b.,  at  Park  Broom  ;  Mr.  Mac- 
Innes,  one,  at  Rickerby.  In  the  Cargo  water,  Mr. 
W.  Martin  had  one,  •^7lb.  ;  Mr.  W.  F.  Ward,  one, 
251b.  ;  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Lockhart,  one,  381b.  In  the 
association  water,  Mr.  R.  Caddie,  one.  3 lib,  and 
Mr.  J.  Waters;  one,  241b.  On  the  25th  and  26th 
the  river  was  again  in  flood.  It  is  many  years  since 
v/e  had  so  many  fish  in  the  river. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — A  large  number  of  rods  have 
been  out  on  this  river  during  the  week,  though 
sport  has  only  been  moderate,  the  water  being  too 
high  for  successful  angling  The  catches  to  hand 
are  as  follows  ;— Mr  Walker,  one  salmon  of  121b.; 
Mr.  J.  Baker,  five  of  41b.,  41b.,  4^lb.,  71b.,  and  61b.; 
Mr.  E.  Turnbull,  one  of  141b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Marks,  two 
of  ISJlb.  and  141b. ;  Mr.  H.  Davis  Thompson,  one 
of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Bastall,  one  of  61  b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Moore,  one 
of  17ilb.  ;  Mr.  J.  J.  Dunwell,  two  of  141b.  and  6.Ub  ; 
Mr.  G.  Oldham,  three  of  51b.,  61b.,  and  21b.  ;".Mr. 
T.Wright,  one  of  21b.;  Dr.  English,  two  of  131b. 
and  31b.— J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  dreadful ; 
river  bank  high,  and  meadows  flooded  in  parts. 
It  is  repoitad  that  nearly  five  hundred  cormorants 
have  been  destroyed,  partly  due  to  the  rewards 
offered  by  the  Ese  Board  of  Conservators  for  the 
extermination  of  these  sea  and  river  pests.  Some 
fine  eongef  eels  have  been  taken  in  the  Exmouth 
Docks,  one  of  23iD.,  five  feet  long,  being  caught  by 
Mr.  H.  E.  Wightman.  When  opened,  the  captor 
found  a  large  triangle  hook,  badly  corroded,  inside, 
the  hooks  breaking  off  at  the  shank  when  being 
extracted;   the  lure  was  a  fresh  herring. — Red 

P-\L5IER. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 

There  is  very  little  iucprovement  in  the  state  of 
fishing  in  the  Fen  lands  this  week.  There  is,  per- 
haps, not  so  much  land  under  water  as  previously, 
but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  approach  the  drains 
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in  any  district.  In  one  or  two  places  we  hear  of  a 
few  roach  being  captured,  but  the  takes  have  been 
small  and  there  is  practically  nothing  doing  where 
pike  are  the  chief  quarry. — Limpet. 

Iioa  and  Tributaries. — Boisterous  weather  and 
heavy  rains  have  been  experienced,  and  the  Lea, 
Stort,  Rib,  and  Beane  are  again  in  flood.  Some 
good  roach  were  taken  late  last  week,  but  down  to 
Wednesday,  Oct.  28,  no  notable  catches  had  been 
secured  this  week,  and  immediate  prospects  of  sport 
are  far  from  promising.  It  is  reported  that  last 
week  a  311b.  catch  of  roach  was  made  in  the  Brox- 
bourne  waters.  Several  rainbow  trout  were  recently 
caught  in  the  Hertford  district  of  the  Lea,  supposed 
to  have  been  washed  into  the  stream  from  private 
waters  by  the  last  flood.  The  fish  were  replaced  in 
the  Lea,  where  it  is  hoped  they  will  remain  and 
flourish.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time  on  record 
that  rainbow  trout  have  been  taken  in  Walton's 
river. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iixigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  rising  quickly  owing  to  the  heavy 
rain  we  have  had  this  week,  and  they  are  out  over 
the  fields  in  places,  and  fishing  is  quite  impossible. 
No  fishing  has  been  done  for  some  weeks,  and  if  the 
weather  keeps  as  it  is,  there  will  be  no  fishing  for 
some  weeks  more.    The  Pinsley  is  high  and  muddy. 

 GWYNNE. 

Itugg,  Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Eingsland).— 

Rivers  have  to-day  (Wednesday)  swollen  more  than 
ever,  and  there  is  now  a  particularly  heavy  flood 
in  them,  overflowing  banks  and  inundating  many 
hundreds,  may  say  thousands,  of  acres.  Although 
the  day  has  been  fine  (after  two  days'  continuous 
downpour),  yet  the  glass  is  very  low  and  there  is 
not  at  present  any  indication  of  more  favourable 
weather.  Fishing  is,  of  course,  completely  out  of 
the  question. — R.  T.  Williams, 

Flymonth. — Rivers  are  all  very  high  and  not 
much  doing.  Plenty  of  fish  if  you  can  get  at  them. 
The  fields  are  all  flooded  and  the  banks  submerged. 
If  the  weather  holds  up  dry  for  a  day  or  so  we 
shall  get  some  good  sport  on  the  Tavy.  —  William 
Heabdee. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  continued  deluge  has 
again  caused  the  Severn  to  become  flooded,  the 
towing  paths  being  submerged,  and  hundreds  of 
acres  being  under  water.  Pike  fishers  have  had  a 
most  disappointing  time,  but  if  conditions  should 
improve,  sport  will  doubtless  be  good.  There  are 
plenty  of  pike  and  other  coarse  fish  to  be  caught, 
particularly  below  Shrewsbury  where  netting  has 
not  been  so  freely  practised  as  above  the  borough. 
Those  who  await  opportunities  to  use  their  nets 
should  bear  in  mind  that  the  mere  possession  of  a 
bush-netting  licence  does  not  entitle  them  to  net 
pike  or  any  other  kind  of  fish  without  permission 
trom  the  landowner,  and  in  the  absence  of  such 
authority  (hey  run  the  risk  of  prosecution,  convic- 
tion, and  destruction  of  net. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — When  things  do  come  to  the  worst  they 
are  generally  supposed  to  be  capable  of  amendment, 
and  the  weather  up  to  Tuesday  night  (Oct.  27)  was 
as  bad  as  bad  could  be,  or  even  worse.  On  that 
day  it  rained  incessantly  from  morning  until  night, 
and  all  night.  Consequently,  all  these  rivers  were 
on  Wednesday  (Oct.  28)  in  such  a  flooded  state 
that  no  one  now  slive  can  suggest  any  comparison. 
Angling  has  been  out  of  the  question  for  many 
weeks.  Anglers  are  now  passive  resistors  to  storms 
and  floods,  with  hopes  for  a  change  for  the  better. 
Worse  weather  for  angling  has  never  been  experi- 
enced in  this  locality,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped 
never  will  be.  At  present  there  is  no  more  prospect 
of  angling  coming  off  soon  than  there  is  of  the 
fiscal  queition  being  settled  in  our  lifetime.  As  for 
any  improvement  in  the  state  of  affairs — angling  or 
fiscal — that  is,  of  course,  only  a  matter  of  time. 
— Vybnwy. 

Stonr  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Fishing  very  slow, 
the  water  hardly  ever  being  in  good  condition.  A 
few  bream  up  to  21b.  and  some  roach  were  captured 
on  the  25th,  and  one  or  two  small  jack  were  also 
taken.  It  has  since  been  raining  heavily,  and  on 
the  28th  the  river  was  again  in  flood,  the  meadows 
being  under  water.  Fishing  prospects  very 
unceitain. — W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
There  is  but  little  to  record  respecting  angling 
operations.  A  continuation  of  rain  storms  keep  the 
rivers  high  and  thick  ;  floods  seem  increasing  in 
place  of  abating,  and  for  agriculturists  matters  are 
serious.  The  Canal  at  Chichester  has  yielded  a  few 
small  pike,  bream,  roach,  and  eels  ;  but  the  water 
is  far  too  weedy  for  spinning  or  trolling. — Geobge 
F.  Salteb. 

Teme  ^Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
rising  rapidly  again,  and  is  out  over  the  fields.  The 
weather  has  been  so  bad  this  week,  rain  n'darly  every 
day,  accompanied  by  strong  winds,  that  there  is  no 
possible  chance  of  any  fishmg  for  some  time.  At 
the  end  of  last  week  the  water  was  goin^  down,  and 


an  angler  tried  up  Burway  in  the  quiet  water, 
and  with  the  little  red  worm  took  a  good  dish  of 
roach,  perch,  and  chub,  one  perch  scaling  l^lb, 
This  is  the  only  lot  of  fish  landed  for  some  weeks 
The  Ony.  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  high 
and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  fishing  order. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  is  running  high  and 
muddy,  and  the  weather  has  been  so  bad  this  week 
that  it  is  rising  rapidly  and  is  in  flood,  and  quite 
out  of  order  for  fishing  of  any  kind,  and  is  likely  to 
remain  so  for  some  weeks  as  thero  is  little  prospect 
of  a  cha  ge  at  present.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Led 
wyche  are  muddy. — Woeoester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Sport  on  our  northern  rivers  has  been 
better  in  spite  of  successions  of  heavy  rain. 
Mr.  AUgood,  of  Nunwick,  fishing  the  Rede,  killed 
four  flne  salmon  of  181b.,  191b.,  211b.,  221b.  ;  Earl 
Percy,  fishing  his  preserved  water  on  the  Rede  for 
two  days,  killed  thirteen  salmon.  Noeth  Tyne. — 
Mr.  Cooke,  of  Ovingham,  fishing  the  Chesters' 
waters,  killed  two  good  salmon  of  181b.  and  231b. 
The  Tyne  below  Prudhoe  Bridge  yielded  two  good 
salmon  to  a  Newcastle  angler.  The  Coquet  is 
fishing  well.  Mr.  Goold,  of  Elswick,  on  Oct.  24, 
with  tiy  killed  three  nice  fish,  161b.,  161b.  salmon 
(Salmo  eriox),  and  one  7Jlb.  [Salmo  salar).  Mr. 
J.  Hudson  and  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  members  of 
the  Elswick  Works  A.S.,  killed  four  good  fish, 
5Jlb.,  91b.,  111b.,  and  14Jlb.,  and  lost  through  the 
gaff  season  being  out  as  many  more.  The  two 
heaviest  fish  were  salmon  (Salmo  salar).  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, of  Blaydon.  on  Oct.  21  killed  a  fine  fish,  24Jlb. 
Mr.  Geo.  Shilld.  Gateshead,  fishing  the  Tees  at  Croft, 
killed  a  nice  basket  of  coarse  fi^h.  Uncle  Willie 
also  had  a  day  on  the  Wear,  and  killed  a  basket 
of  twenty-nine  roach  and  dace  ;  most  of  them  were 
on  the  small  side. — Heney  A.  Mueton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).  —  More 
showery  weather  has  been  experienced  in  this  dis- 
trict this  week.  Many  of  those  who  have  resorted 
to  the  county  have  gone  away  without  wetting  a 
line.  Fishing  on  the  grassy  slopes  at  Dogdyke  and 
other  resorts  has  occasionally  been  responsible  for 
the  capture  of  heavy  fish,  chiefly  taken  by  worm 
bait.  One  Lincoln  angler  had  a  good  sample  of 
roach  weighing  over  161b.  Another  angler,  said  to 
have  come  from  Sheffield,  has  also  done  pretty  well. 
Where  the  herbage  is  inclined  to  run  short  some 
capital  specimens  are  reported.  What  is  wanted  is 
a  few  days,  or,  for  the  matter  of  that,  a  few  weeks, 
of  dry  weather.  From  the  tributaries,  especially 
from  the  Sincil  Dyke,  there  are  pretty  good  reports. 
Several  visitors  have  put  in  an  appearance  in  the 
Coningsby  district  and  have  got  a  few  nice  roach 
and  dace.  Bargate  and  Mount  Pleasant  drains  are 
too  flooded  to  furnish  much  sport.  Pike  fishing  is 
said  to  have  been  impossible  this  week. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  con- 
tinuous heavy  downpour  of  rain  has  kept  these 
rivers  so  very  high  that  fly  fishing  has  been  at  a 
discount,  even  bottom  fishing  could  not  be  pursued 
with  any  success.  However,  on  Saturday,  Oct,  24, 
several  anglers  turned  out,  and  one  gentleman  was 
rewarded  with  five  brace,  and  some  of  the^others 
with  two  or  three  fish.  Most  of  these  were  caught 
from  the  end  of  the  garden  belonging  to  the  Rut- 
land Arms  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) these  waters  are  in  flood,  so  that  it  will  take  a 
week  before  they  will  be  in  trim.  The  fly-fishing 
season  for  grayling  will  be  very  short,  as  this,  the 
best  month,  has  been  spoilt  with  too  much  rain. — 

DOTTEEEL. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks), — The  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been  up 
and  down  all  the  week.  On  Oct.  24  the  river  Ure 
had  run  down,  but  was  highly  coloured.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches  owing 
to  high  waters.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out 
piking  in  the  district  of  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge. 
During  the  floods  there  has  been  a  good  run  of 
salmon  up  the  Yorkshire  rivers;  in  fact,  the  best 
for  very  many  years.  A  few  anglers  have  taken 
out  salmon  licences,  but  as  far  as  I  know  one  fish 
has  been  caught.  Mr.  J.  Willis,  I  hear,  has  lost 
several  heavy  ones.  At  Boroughbridge,  Mr.  C. 
Whitley  landed  a  fine  pike  with  live  bait,  weighing 
15^1b.,  which  has  been  sent  to  the  depot  for  pre- 
servation. Since  then  nothing  in  the  way  of 
angling  has  been  done  owing  to  the  continuous 

Grayling  Fishing. — Having  had  more  experience  since  1856 
as  a  grayling  fisher  than  anyone  in  the  trade,  1  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  flies  and  tacKle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  giayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  28.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d. ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers  Depdt, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams;  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


rains  which  have  risen  all  our  rivers ;  waters  very 
high  in  the  upper  reaches  and  the  lower  reaches  are 
like  small  Atlantic  Oceans,  At  the  time  of  writing, 
there  is  a  change  in  the  atmosphere,  quite  frosty,  but 
one  cannot  depend  on  the  weather  a  few  hours  as 
it  is  so  very  changeable.  Prospects  are  only 
moderate,  and  unless  the  weather  takes  up,  angling 
for  grayling  is  very  uncertain.  Prince  Arthur 
Angling  Club,  Leeds,  fished  an  off  match  last  week- 
end. Sport  was  very  poor,  Mr.  Breckin  taking  the 
first  prize. — John  E.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Five  salmon  were 
landed  during  the  latter  part  of  last  week  in  the 
upper  and  mid  reaches.  Beginning  at  King  Pool  in 
the  upper  stretches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Johnstone  had 
a  good  fish ;  and  Mr.  Thos.  Welsh,  Westerkirk, 
landed  a  salmon  of  71b,  on  Oct,  23,  In  Langholm 
Water,  Mr,  T,  Morrison,  jun..  had  a  salmon  of  111b. ; 
Mr.  T.  Johnstone,  one  of  201b,,  in  Todholes,  Lang- 
holm Water ;  Mr,  C,  Murray,  fishing  in  Westerkirk 
Water,  had  one  of  211b, ;  in  the  Burnfoot  preserves, 
and  at  King  Pool,  Mr,  J,  Elliott  killed  one  of  101b, ; 
Mr.  A.  Mcmillan  had  one  of  201b,  in  the  water 
above  Langholm ;  Miss  Lawrence  had  one  of  81b. 
below  the  Island  Pool ;  and  Lord  Dalkeith  caught 
one  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water ; 
Mr.  Alec.  McVittie  killed  one  in  the  Burnfoot 
Water  of  Westerkirk.  The  fishing  in  the  Canonbie 
Water  has  been  almost  unprecedentedly  good ;  on 
Monday,  Mr.  John  Jardine  caught  a  fish  scaling 
261b.  in  the  Willow  Pool.  Mr.  Gardner 
killed  one  of  301b. ;  Mr,  S.  McKune  landed  a  couple, 
weighing  respectively  22^1b.  and  19^1b. ;  Mr.  A.  L. 
Pringle,  March  Bank,  killed  a  salmon  weighing  201b. 
in  tbe  Cauldron  pool.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Stott, 
Oldham,  staying  at  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie, 
caught  a  fish  of  291b,  on  the  English  side  of  the 
Willow  pool ;  Mr,  David  Little  had  one  of  261b.  ; 
and  in  Little  Moat  pool  Mr,  Jas,  Brockbank  landed 
a  fish  of  241b, ;  Mr,  Tom  Steel  caught  a  salmon  of 
81b,  in  the  Kirk  Yard  Wash,  Mr,  Ramsbottom 
had  one  of  161b,  in  the  Willow  pool,  Mr. 
Majoribanks,  of  Longwood,  had  a  fish  of  161b. 
in  the  same  water.  In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
reserved  water  Mr,  Beattie,  of  Davington,  had 
excellent  sport,  Mr,  Jas,  Davidson  had  a  fish  of 
261b,  in  the  Willow  pool,  and  one  of  221b,  farther 
down  the  water  above  the  Thistle  pool.  Mr.  Bonar 
had  a  salmon  of  22^1b.  in  the  Cauldron  pool.  Dr. 
Anderson,  Eskbank,  killed  a  salmon  of  ll^lb,  in 
the  Willow  pool,  and  Mr,  T,  Steel,  Canonbie, 
killed  a  fine  salmon  from  Canon  Bridge. 
Mr.  T.  Steel  never  moved  from  his  pivot  on  the 
bridge,  but  gave  the  fish  plenty  of  line,  tired  him 
out,  and  then  hauled  him  in.  It  was  one  of  the 
greatest  triumphs  of  the  art  of  which  his  eminent 
father  was  master.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr. 
A.  Porteous,  Rowanburn,  killed  a  salmon  181b. 
The  last  advices  come  in  this  form  :  — Mr.  McNeill, 
a  salmon  of  251b.  at  Scaurbank,  above  Longtown, 
in  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  and  in  the  early 
part  of  the  week  one  of  261b.  and  a  small  one  of 

8^1b,  GiLNOCKIE, 

Deveron  (Banffshire), — The  river  Deveron  was 
in  good  fishing  order  during  the  past  week,  and 
anglers  had  excellent  sport,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Russell, 
fishing  on  the  Forglen  water,  having  the  following 
exceptionally  good  sport: — Mr.  Russell,  on  the 
17th,  one  fish  of  ITJlb. ;  on  the  19th,  two  fish  of 
IS^lb.  and  231b. ;  on  the  20th,  two  fish  of  211b,  and 
171b,;  on  the  21st,  Mrs,  Russell,  two  fish  of  lljlb. 
and  321b.  ;  on  the  22nd,  Mr.  Russell  had  two  of 
331b.  and  181b.  ;  and  on  the  24th.  two  of  101b,  and  . 
311b,    On  the  Mountblairy  water  capital  sport  was 
also  obtained,  no  fewer  than  ten  fish  being  killed  of 
61b.  to  241b.  in  weight.    On  the  Ardmiddle  water, 
Mrs.  Milne  had  three  fish,  61b.,  181b.,  and  241b.    On  j 
the  Carnousie  water  four  fish  were  caught  of  71b.,  < 
181b.,  211b„  and  241b,    On  the  Laithers  water  the  ' 
same  number  was  caught,  the  weights  being  81b,,  } 
8^1b„  261b„  and  211b,  On  the  Netherdale  water,  five  j 
fish,  from  81b,  to  331b.    On  the  Auchintoul  water,  . 
three  fish,  the  heaviest  scaling  231b.    On  the  Bridge 
of  Marnoch  water,  four  fish  of  191b.,  201b„  211b,, 
and  251b,    On  the  Ardmeallie  water,  four  fish  of 
5^1  b.,  61b.,  91b,,  and  191b,    On  the  Corniehaugh 
water.  Lady  Bridge  had  seven  fish,  the  respective  * 
weights  being  161b.,  171b„  171b„  181b„  211b..  22^1b.,  j 
and  271b,    On  the  Rothiemay  water,  four  fish  of  } 
51b.,  111b,,  161b.,  and  181b,    On  the  Avochie  water, 
on  the  19th,  Mr,  Harvey  had  a  fish  of  311b.  ;  on 
20th,  Mr,  Farquhar,  the  keeper,  had  three  fish  of 
201b,,  211b.,  and  231b,    On  the  Blairmore  water,  on 
the  19th,  a  fish  of  191b,  was  got.    On  the  Himtly 
water,  fifteen  fish  were  got.    On  the  Isia,  Mr,  Alex. 
Mann.  Keith,  had  a  salmon  of  91b, — H,  W. 

 Mr.  Porter's  Corniehaugh  Fishings. — 

Lady  Bridge,  on  Oct.  19,  killed  a  salmon  of  191b., 
and  on  the  20th  three  fish  were  grassed,  one  by 
Lady  Bridge,  17 Jib,,  Miss  Rosland  Bridge  one. 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfacturer  of  eyery  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  snitaMe  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLn  AND    OTHER   3IEI)ALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Spilt  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Cane, 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Eeel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line, 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level, 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
djessmg  which  does  not  come  oS.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

yrites:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.   I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast."  "cauauon  id 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  '•  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

isah^oufth^S'^^^^^^ 

hp  «^M^h^f  M^L^^fT^^U  "  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.   The  Ime  seems  to 

be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used  "  j  ^  ^^iw, 

to.  iSt^i  r^m'emt^lrI™g^^r^^^^^^^  IIT^^  S^"^^  ' 

hadtbTtt^^rtVvertlfHi!^^!^^^  '"^^  new  Une  and  I  never 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


PETOL 

I      PETOL  Preparations 


SOAP 

AND 

SALVE 

Preparations  invaluable  for 

Sportsmen  &  Travetiers. 

PREVENTS  MOSQUITO,  MIDGE,  AND  INSECT  BITES. 

EAPID  CURE  FOR  ALL  SKIN  TROUBLES,  CUTS,  BURNS 
SCRATCHES,  &c.  ' 

A  Wonderful  Specific  for  Piles  &  Eczema. 

SA3IPLE  BOX,  X/9,  POST  FREE  OF 

CAMBRIDGE,  and 

86,  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 


PETOL,  Ltd., 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommeQded  to 
ANGLERS 


BT  THB 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dabbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  Boft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLEBALS  rsOX 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


GRAYLING  FISHING 

To  December  31,  1903. 

Tickets  can  be  btained  until  the  above 
date,  with  Hotel  accommodation  in- 
clusive, per  week,  £4  4s.  Suites  of 
Booms  until  April,  1904,  on  most  reason- 
able terms.  Golfing,  Hunting  (Craven) 
withm  5  miles,  Savernake  Forest,  Coarse 
Fishing  Free  (Canal).  Posting  in  every 
branch.— Landaus,  &c.,  with  "Ideal" 
rubber  tyres.— THE  BEAR,  First-class 
Family  Hotel,  Hungerford,  Berks. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BALDOCK:,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 
YEARLINGS. 

RAINBOWS,  50,000,  averaging  6  in  at  £20  per  1  000- 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000,  averaging  5  in.  .  .  .  at  £20  per  lioOQ 
LOCH  LEVENS,  30,000,  averaging  5  in.        .  at  £20  per  1,000 

TWO-YEAR'OLDS. 


RAINBOWS,  50,000,  averaging  10  in. 
BROWN  TROUT,  20,000,  averaging  8  in. 
LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000,  averaging  8  in. 


at  £70  per  1,000 
at  £60  per  1,000 
at  £60  per  1,000 


Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.      All  fish  free  on  rail  at  above 
prices,  and  safe  delivery  guaranteed. 

FRESH  WATER  SXAILS  AXD  SHRIMPS  AT  J.V-  PER  1.000. 


Apply,  MANAGER. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  Sportsman's  Waterproofers, 


THE  "ANYWEATHER"  HAT 


Tiie  FIELD,  October  25,  1902,  says  : 

"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  yet  is 
made  for  hard  weather.  The  turn-down  rim,  acting 
like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot  water  ofi  wherever  it 
may  fall,  is  undoubtedly  the  proper  thing  for  a 
sportsman's  wet  weaiher  headgear." 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 
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10.^1b.,  and  one  of  2G^lb.  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  W. 
Williamson,  keeper.  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  section 
three  fish  were  killed  by  Mr.  W.  H,  Smith,  keeper, 
scaling  161b.,  19ilb.,  and  251b.  respectively. — X. 

Hehrideau  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris).— The  total  catch  for  week  ending  Oct.  2'.i 
has  been : — Two  salmon,  131b.  8oz,  ;  seven  sea- 
trout,  51b.  2oz.— G.  D.  S. 

North    of  Scotland. — Dee. — ^On  the  Aboyne 
reaches,  Mr.  C  O.  Hall  creeled  a  salmon  of  161b. 
on  Oct.  24,  while  Mr.  Hoyle  had  two  of  151b.  and 
201b.,  and  Capt.  Pally  had  two  on  Monday  of  151b. 
and  201b.  on  the  Huntly  Arms  water.     On  the 
Balnacoil  reaches,  rented  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
Lord  Haddo  landed  a  fine  fish  of  211b.  on  Saturday, 
and  another  of  231b.  on  Monday,  while  Taylor 
(gillie)  creeled  one  of  16|lb.    Better  sport  has  not 
been  had  in  these  parts  during  both  the  spring  and 
autumn  seasons  than  has  been  the  case  for  the  past 
twenty  years.    On  the  Dess  water.  Major  Davidson 
creeled  a  fish  of  2 lib.,  Mr.  Walter  Davidson  one  of 
16Jlb.,  and  Major  Scott  Elliot  two  of  161b.  and  171b. 
On  the  Cai-logie  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Farquhar  had 
two   of   211b.   and  251b  .   and  Col.  Villiers  one  of 
231b.    On  Ballogie  Mr.  W.  B.  Nicol  creeled  two  of 
171b.  and  151b..  while  Mr.  W.  Kildare  Robinson  had 
three  on  the  Commonty  of  181b.,  201b.,  and  221b. 
On  the  Woodend  Water  Mr.  Robert  Ussher  creeled 
a  fine  fish  of  281b.    On  the  Kincardine  and  Borrow 
stone  sections  Mrs.  Pickering  landed  a  fine  fish  of 
201b.,  Miss  Pickeriner,  one  of  lUb. ;  Mrs.  Jardine, 
one  of  ISlb.  ;  Miss  Vaughan  Lee,  three  of  23pb., 
251b.,  and  Ifllb. ;   Miss  Douglas,  one  of    23Jlb. ; 
Capt.  Sykes,  three  of  181b  ,  191b.,  and  23Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Roberts,  one  of  161b.;  Mr.  Jardine,  one  of  191b. ; 
Mr.  PoUook,  one  of  17ilb.  ;  and  Mr.  Whiteley,  one 
of  211b,    On  Ballogie," Mr.  William  Farquhar  had 
two  of  151b.  and  15ilb. ;  and  Admiral  Sir.  Chas. 
Fane,  a  fine  fish  of  27^1b.  on  the  Commonty  section  ; 
whUe  McLeod,  keeper,  Finzean,  had  one  of  201b.  on 
the  same  beat.    On  the  Cairnton  and  Blackball 
sections,  a?  well  as  on  the  Inchmarlo  beats,  the 
same  good  sport  has  been  enjoyed.    On  the  Durris 
water,  Mr.  Baird  and  party  of  five  rods,  have  landed, 
since  the  middle  of  September,  170  fish,  heaviest, 
311b.,  and  with  the  run  of  luck  at  present  agoing 
the  number  will  not  be  short  of  200  fish  by  the  close 
on  Saturday  (to-day).     On   Saturday,   Oct.  24, 
Mr.   Baird    had    a    fine    fish    of    311b.   to  his 
own  rod,  while  one  angler  had  as  many  as  eleven 
fish  to  his  own  rod  one  day  last  week.    On  the 
Drum  water,  Mr.  A.  F.  Irvine,  of  Drum,  had  one 
on  Oct.  22  of  231b.,  two  on  Oct.  23  of  231b.  and 
281b.,  while  Colonel  Perry,  on  the  Middle  Drum 
beat,  had  one  on  Oct.  26  of  221b.,  two  on  Oct.  27  of 
221b.  and  241b.,  in  addition  to  three  on  Oct.  23  of 
161b.,  251b.  and  271b.,  and  one  on  Oct,  24  of  201b. 
On  the  Kincaussie  water,    Mr.   Lewis  Garden, 
gunmaker,  Aberdeen,  creeled  two  of  191b.  and  201b., 
while  John  Shepherd  had  also  two  of  141b.  and  281b. 
DoK. — Excellent  sport  has  been  got  all  the  season 
through,  the  like  of  which  is  not  within  the  memory 
of  the  oldest  fisherman.    On  the  upper  waters  Sir 
Chas.  Forbes'  party  have  creeled  some  fifty  fish  for 
the  autumn,  while  Sir  Arthur  Grant  and  sons  on  the 
Monymusk  section  have  also  had  excellent  and 
unique  sport.    On  the  Kintore  waters  Mr.  Lumsden 
had  three  fish  on  Oct.  24,  Mr.  W.  P.  Campbell  one, 
and  some  Aberdeen  anglers  one  or  two  on  the  burgh 
of  Kintore  section.     On  the  Pitmedden  water 
Mr.  Lindsay's  keeper  had  two  fish  of  81b.  and  141b., 
Mr.  Symon  two,   and    Mr.   Cautly   one  on  the 
Parkhill  water.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  in  quite  a  number 
of  the  rivers  in  this  part  closes  on  Saturday  (to- 
day). At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  not  the 
slightest  hope  of  the  waters  being  in  order  for  fly 
betore  Saturday  (to-day),  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
pools  will  even  be  fit  then.  It  is  a  gloomy  outlook 
even  for  those  rivers  that  continue  open  until  Nov.  1 5, 
as  there  are  no  signs  of  the  weather  mending. 
Sonie  splendid  fish  have  been  secured  on 
occasional  days  between  the  floods.  The  largest 
that  has  fallen  to  the  rods  in  the  Solway  rivers 
was  one  of  401b.,  captured  in  the  Annan. 
The  Annan. — Oct.  23  and  24  were  the  only 
days  on  which  this  river  was  fishable  with  fly 
since  lest  week's  report.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water 
Mr.  J.  Johnstone  killed  a  grand  fish  on  Friday  after- 
noon, Oct.  23,  in  the  lower  end  of  the  Scales  pool. 
It  weighed  401b.  The  same  angler  had  one  of  221b. 
a  few  days  before  in  the  same  water.  On 
the  same  day  in  Hoddom  water,  Mr.  Inglis, 
jun.,  Ecclefechan,  killed  two — namely,  one  of  201b. 
and  one  of  71b.  with  fly  ;  and  Mr.  Whitten  Manarie, 
Ecclefechan,  landed  one  of  18|lb.  Another  angler 
had  one  of  about  261b.  Mr.  Buchanan,  fishing  the 
Castle  water  at  Milkfoot,  landed  one  of  291b.,  and 
in  the  pool  below  Hallguards  the  same  angler 
was  L  cky  enough  to  hook  and  land  another 
salmon  of  211b.  Both  were  killed  with  Grey 
Turkey  fly.  In  the  Four^  Towns  portion  some 
fair  fish  have  been  landed.    The  Halleaths  portion 


above  Shillahill  Bridge  has  also  yielded  an  odd  fish 
or  two.  In  the  Northfield  water,  on  Oct.  24,  Mr. 
James  Dixon  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  271b.  with 
Brown  Turkey  fly.  Mr.  Scott's  keeper  (Angus 
Macdonald)  killed  two,  weighing  101b.  and  121b. 
respectively.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — Heavy 
rains  since  last  week  have  caused  the  different 
rivers  in  Galloway  to  run  in  spate.  The  Urr,  how- 
ever, is  a  river  that  always  fishes  well  when  there 
is  a  wet  back-end.  Mr.  W.  J.  H.  Maxwell,  M.P.,  of 
Munches,  landed  a  fine  19-pounder  on  Oct.  22,  and 
the  keeper,  George  Swanson,  had  also  a  nice  fish. — 
Heatheebell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — On  Saturday,  Oct.  31, 
angling  for  salmon  and  trout  closes  on  the  lakes 
and  rivers.  In  the  past  .week  numerous  rods  were 
out  on  the  Woodburn  dams  with  indifferent  results, 
the  best  catch  being  seven  ^Ib.  to  fib.  trout,  whilst 
a  brace  was  the  average.  Marshallstown  dam  fished 
a  little  better,  and  its  trout  keep  condition  much 
longer.  Lough  Mourne  closes  to-day  (Oct.  31). 
The  Crossgar,  Lagan,  etc.,  are  heavy  in  flood,  and 
will  scarcely  clear  for  the  closing  day.  On  the 
Crossgar  last  week  a  bait  fisher  took  over  201b.  of 
brown  trout  fishing  the  middle  reaches.  The 
Clough  is  running  into  order  again.  Some  salmon 
were  brought  to  bank  this  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).  —  Both  loughs  very  high.  Mr.  Barren  and 
friend  had  five  jack,  71b.,  91b„  91b.,  16lb.,  18Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Foster,  three  jack,  lllb.,  151b.,  191b.  Vv  ild- 
fowling  in  the  estuary  of  the  river  was  poor  owing 
to  the  high  state  of  the  river. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  season  closes 
here  on  Oct.  31,  and  never  has  there  been  such  a 
disappointing  autumn.  None  of  the  heavy  salmon 
usually  met  with  have  been  taken,  and  very  few  of 
the  smaller  ones  ;  on  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  G.  W. 
GreenhO)  killed  one  salmon,  26Jlb. — John  Eneight 
AND  Son. 

— —  (Killaloe).— On  Oct.  15,  Mr.  W.  B.  Billing- 
hurst  killed  a  peal  of  61b.  ;  on  the  18  th,  Mr.  Vokins, 
one  of  91b.  ;  on  the  20th,  Mr.  Billinghurst  took 
two  of  61b.  and  81b.  On  Oct.  3,  T.  and  J.  Grimes 
killed  at  Killaloe  the  second  largest  salmon  taken 
on  the  river  Shannon  this  year;  it  weighed  381b. 
The  fish  was  killed  with  a  colly  on  a  single  hook, 
and  took  one  and  a  half  hour  to  land.  —  G.  V. 
[Report  reached  us  too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — The  sea  has  been  quite  too  rough  for 
boat  anglers  this  week — storm  and  rain,  rain  and 
storm.  Several  enthusiastic  anglers  have  been 
trying  for  bass  off  the  Groynes.  Their  enthusiasm 
is  much  to  be  admired.  'Tis  the  stuff  Britishers 
are  made  of — patience  and  perseverance. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch.  —  Six  members  of  the 
Silver  Trout  A.S.  came  down  on  Saturday  night 
(Oct.  24).  They  turned  out  about  6.30  the  next 
morning,  and  on  the  last  of  the  ebb  tide  had  good 
sport  with  whiting  and  dabs.  Scarcely  a  fish  was 
caught  on  the  flood  tide.  Mr.  W.  Stone,  of  the 
St.  Albans  A.S.,  and  Mr.  G.  George,  St.  Thomas's 
A.S.,  with  two  friends,  came  on  Saturday  night. 
They  turned  out  about  six  the  next  morning  with 
myself  in  G.  Tracey's  yacht  and  fished  the  Ness 
Hole.  In  about  one  hour  on  the  last  of  the  ebb 
tide,  when  the  water  fined  down,  we  caught  nine- 
teen very  good  whiting  and  one  large  dab ;  the 
smaller  fish  were  returned  to  the  water.  I  had  on 
a  very  large  fish  for  about  three  minutes,  then  the 
treble  gut  was  bitten  through,  and  away  went  the 
fish  with  the  hook.  This  week-end  the  tides  will  be 
favourable  for  rod  and  line  anglers ;  fresh  herring 
best  bait  now. — J.  Weight. 

Deal,— Oct.  22,  strong  breeze,  S.W.  and  thick 
with  rain ;  not  many  boats  out.  Mr.  Dipple  and 
friend,  over  two  score  whiting  and  pouting;  Mr. 
Frederic  Allison  and  son  took  in  three  days  seven- 
teen score,  principally  whiting,  some  of  good  size. 
Oct.  23,  wind  S.W.,  backing  round  to  N.W,  and 
takes  spatty  in  numbers,  although  the  average  were 
good  fish.  One  gentleman  took  a  fine  codfish,  and 
Mr.  F.  Allison  a  101b.  pollack  ;  Mr.  Oliver  Wheeler 
and  friend,  over  ten  score,  principally  whiting.  Oct. 
24.,  wind  S.W.,  light  first  part  of  day  ;  later  on  wind 
freshened,  looking  rather  ugly.  A  very  large  number 
of  angling  boats  and  gentlemen  out,  stretching  from 
Kingsdown  to  the  Bay.  These  boats  covered  over 
five  miles  of  fishing  ground.  Oct.  25,  strong  hard 
breeze,  S.S.W. ;  only  five  boats  ventured  out,  owing 
to  the  high  wind  and  sea ;  takes  of  fish  were  small. 
Oct.  26,  gale,  S.S.W.,  and  rain;  nothing  done.  Oct. 
27,  wind  S.S.  W.,  more  moderate  ;  a  few  local  fisher- 
men out ;  the  largest  take,  four  score.  Oct.  28,  wind 
S.S.W.,  fresh  first  part  of  day,  moderating  later  ;  a 
few  boats  put  out  ,  and  landed  with  good  takes  of 
fish,  Should  the  weather  now  keep  moderate  for 
the  next  few  days,  I  anticipate  grand  sport.  Mr. 


Tracy  and  son,  with  throw-out  lines  from  the  beach 
close  to  the  ruins  of  Sandown  Castle,  took  throe  bass 
of  lib.  each  and  one  whiting. — Edwaed  Hanger 
(B  S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  almost  continuous  gales  o£ 
the  past  week  have  rendered  all  fishing  operations 
extremely  precarious,  though  ample  evidences  have 
been  given  that  various  species  of  fish  are  fairly 
plentiful  in  this  locality.  During  the  short  lulls 
between  the  breezes,  several  pier  anglers  have  had 
some  good  whiting,  congers,  and  codling,  while 
small  pouting  are  so  plentiful  as  to  be  voted  a 
nuisance.  On  Saturday  (Oct.  24)  Mr.  Miskin  and 
Mr.  Waddeli  each  made  a  good  bag,  but  pouting  of 
various  sizes  was  the  chief  lot  of  most  other 
anglers.  The  strong  south-west  wind  on  the 
following  day  deterred  many  visitors  from  ven- 
turing afloat,  and  among  others  who  tempted 
sport  from  the  pier  were  Messrs.  Holmes, 
Burgess,  Patterson,  Holbrow,  Igglesden,  Lewis, 
and  Lavender,  together  with  a  crowd  of  local 
rodsters';  but  the  day's  catches  were  exceptionally 
poor,  the  best  fish — a  codling  of  21b.  with  very  pro- 
nounced spinal  curvature — falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
A.  E.  T.  Lavender.  Monday,  Oct.  26,  was  a  more 
productive  day,  though  there  was  plenty  of  room 
for  livelier  sport.  Mr.  Philp,  Dr.  Strover,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Couzens,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mrs.  McLeay  each 
made  very  fair  returns,  the  last-named  lady  including 
a  5Jlb.  cod  in  her  day's  catch.  Mr.  S.  W.  Fuller's 
catch  consisted  of  twenty -eight  whiting  and  pouting, 
and  Mr.  Kirby  had  a  Sjlb.  codling  and  other  fish. 
Tuesday  (Oct.  27)  witnessed  material  improvement 
all  round,  many  of  the  whiting  taken  scaling  over 
lib.  each.  Mr.  Theaker  had  twenty-five,  Mr.  Grubb 
a  score,  Mr.  Bacon  a  score,  and  Mr.  Miskin  and  Mr. 
Morris  fair  mixed  bags,  a  31b,  codling  being  among 
the  latter  gentleman's  catch.  Several  congers  were 
also  caught,  the  largest  among  them  weighing  6Jlb,, 
hooked  and  landed  by  Mr.  J.  Fenn.  Sport  on  Wed- 
nesday (Oct.  28)  proved  far  better  than  anything 
recently  experienced,  the  whiting  taking  the  baits 
veryfreely  uponthedrawof  the  flood-tide.  Everyone 
on  the  lower  deck  made  a  very  handsome  bag,  Mr. 
Travers  and  his  son  especially  distinguishing  them- 
selves. Very  few  codlings,  however,  were  caught, 
the  largest,  scaling  3ilb.,  being  taken  by  Mr.  Morris. 
Mrs,  Dodd  beat  this  late  in  the  afternoon,  landing 
a  little  beauty  of  4Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Abrahams  soon 
after  took  one  of  SJlb.  Many  ladies  patronised  the 
pier  on  this  day,  the  bright  sunshine  inducing  them 
to  venture  on  a  little  sport.  Given  a  few  quiet 
days,  fishing  should  prove  extremely  good  in  the 
near  future. — J.  Richaedson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Iio-westoft  aad  District.— Sport  has  been  rather 
irregular  during  the  past  week  on  account  of  the 
weather,  but  on  the  whole  good  catches  have  been 
recorded,  particularly  from  boat  anglers,  who  have 
done  splendidly  when  they  have  been  able  to  get 
out.  Cod  are  plentiful ;  ,and  also  whiting  ;  but  the 
latter  have  been  hardly  up  to  the  mark  yet  this 
year,  probably  on  account  of  the  prevailing  S.W. 
winds.  What  we  require  is  a  good  spell  of  N.  or 
N.W.  winds,  when  the  fish  would  come  in  in 
numbers.  This  (Thursday)  afternoon  has  been  cold 
though  very  fine  and  bright,  so  that  better  sport 
can  be  looked  for. — H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — Very  unsettled  weather.  Boats  are 
trying  whenever  they  have  a  chance.  Sport  very 
moderate.  Catches  of  eighty  whiting,  and  a  few 
gurnards  down.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

 Rod  anglers  are  having  good  sport  with 

pollack  and  codfish.  Weather  very  unsettled,  and 
much  against  sport.  Mackerel  are  becoming 
scarce. — H. 

Plymouth. — I  suppose  we  are  not  the  only  ones 
that  are  favoured  with  this  lovely  moist  weather, 
also  the  gales  that  are  disporting  themselves 
around  our  coast.  Fishermen  do  not  mind  the 
weather  if  there  is  any  sport,  consequently  some 
good  baskets  of  smelt  have  been  taken.  A  customer 
told  me  that  he  had  six  dozen  nice  fish  and  a  bass 
about  21b.  on  the  smelt  gear,  and  he  showed  some 
good  sport. — William  Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Eamsgate. — Wind,  rain,  and  thick  water  ha-t-e 
not  been  conducive  to  good  sport  this  week.  Very 
few  boats  have  been  able  to  get  out,  but  a  few  of 
those  that  have,  have  returned  with  from  one  to 
four-score  of  fish,  chiefly  codling  and  whiting ;  the 
latter  are  improving  in  numbers  and  size.  From 
the  Iron  Pier  a  few  bass,  whiting,  and  some 
nice  codling  have  been  taken;  the  Marina  has 
been  unfishable  owing  to  breaking  seas.  Fishing 
through  the  night  of  the  24th,  Mr.  Tanton  and 
friend  had  seven  congers,  largest  about  121b., 
besides  having  their  gear  carried  away  more  than 
once.  From  the  outer  harbour  some  silver  eels  and 
flatfish  have  been  taken.  Weather  much  improved 
and  should  it  last  some  fine  takes  should  be  had  in 
the  week-end,  as  there  is  certainly  no  lack  of  fish  in 
the  bay. — Geey  Mullett. 

Southwold,  —  Hurricane  weather  has  been  the 
lot  of  the  sea  angler  here  during  the  last  week. 
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Fishing  has  consequently  been  carried  on  under 
the  most  trying  and  adverse  circumstances.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  conditions  of 
weather,  some  really  good  "bags"  of  whiting 
and  codling  have  to  be  recorded.  Mr.  Mitchell  one 
day  had  a  capital  bag  of  whiting,  13Jlb.,  eight  being 
over  lib.  ;  Mr.  Simmonds  hooked  a  fine  cod  of  esti- 
mated weight  of  101b.,  though  he  "  lived  to  fight 
snotherday  ";  Mr.Wrightson  got  codling  of  5{b.,^\h. 
and  8^Ib.,  losing  a  splendid  cod  of  apparently  121b. 
owing  to  difficulty  in  landing  against  wind  and  tide ; 
Dr.  Tripp,  two  codling,  3Jlb.  and  21b.  10  oz.  respec- 
tively ;  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Moore,  and  others  have  had 
some  excellent  bags  of  whiting,  which  are  now,  like 
dabs  and  flounders,  running  large,  and  in  splendid 
condition.  Those  desirous  of  getting  a  mixed  bagj 
with  chances  of  large  cod,  should  certainly  pay 
South  wold  a  visit,  where  the  pier  affords  excellent 
accommodation,  and  as  good  sport  as  can  be  found 
anvwhere  on  the  east  coast. — L.  B.  Wbightson. 

Walmer. — Owing  to  the  unfavourable  state  of 
t.he  weather  there  is  practically  nothing  to  report. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  the  catches  of 
those  who  have  ventured,  although  excellent  as 
regards  the  size  of  fish  captured,  have  not  been  very 
numerous. — Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District). 

Next  visit  to  the  Wenlock  A.S.  Date  later. — 
Ben  Abrahams  (V.  O.). 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Even  with  the  new  sport  of  sea  angling,  the 
crowding  out,  so  typical  of  British  life  just  now, 
begins  to  manifest  itself.  The  big  room  of  the 
society — it  seemed  to  be  so  large  a  twelvemonth 
ago — was  full  on  Wednesday  ;  and  this  crowding 
out  is  not  confined  to  headquarters,  for  great  diffi- 
culty in  securing  boats  for  the  annual  competition 
at  Deal  was  reported,  and  Deal  possesses  more 
boats  adapted  for  sea  angling  than  any  fishing 
station  on  our  coast.  So,  naturally,  attention  is  at- 
tracted to  any  "fresh  field."  It  is  the  opinion  of 
many  that  the  new  harbour  in  Dover  Bay  will  supply 
one,  so  attention  was  directed  to  it  by  an  admirable 
and  very  clear  description  of  what  this  new  harbour 
is  to  be,  Mr,  Charles  Hussey,  an  old  and  vigorous 
member,  after  the  expenditure  of  much  careful 
labour  in  preparation,  produced  a  very  complete 
collection  of  lantern  slides,  which,  projected  in  rapid 
succession  on  the  new  permanent  screen  provided 
by  the  committee,  illustrated  most  fully  the  ex- 
cellent description,  the  result  of  much  careful 
personal  inspection  of  the  works.  A  very  complete 
plan  was  several  times  put  upon  the  screen  in  aid 
of  the  needful  explanations.  Commencement 
was  made  in  describing  very  fully  the  mode  of 
making  the  huge  concrete  blocks  so  largely  used. 
Exact  pictures  traced  the  provision  and  transit 
of  the  shingle  from  a  place  near  Sandwich ;  the 
railway  expressly  made  for  the  purpose;  the  yard, 
with  its  huge  cement  stores,  trucks  in  which  the 
blocks  were,  as  it  were,  cast,  and  the  huge  travel- 
ling cranes  for  piling  them  ready  for  use.  Then 
the  process  of  forming  the  reclamation  under  the 
east  cliff,  protecting  its  base,  and  affording  room  for 
work  and  material,  was  rapidly  shown ;  the  growth 
of  the  needful  staging  for  carrying  the  huge 
traversing  cranes  for  handling  and  loosening  the 
huge  blocks  and  lowering  them  under  water  to  the 
diver  waiting  there  to  place  them  in  position ; 
the  costly  building  of  the  pitched  slope  to 
enable  the  work  to  proceed  under  its  shelter ; 
the  diving  gear,  giant  cranes,  huge  girders, 
pushed  forward  as  the  work  on  the  long  eastern 
extension  arm  proceeded.  Illustration  of  the 
island  platform  carried  away  by  the  sea  last  month, 
and  the  mode  of  rescue  by  the  wire  railway  of  the 
isolated  workmen,  was  given.  The  larger  portion 
of  this  arm  is  now  completed,  and  the  remainder 
fast  approaching  completion.  Attention  was  then 
directed  to  the  extension  of  the  old  Admiralty  Pier, 
with  some  wonderful  illustrations  of  the  damage 
done  to  the  shore  works  by  the  late  storm — the 
locomotive  shed  battered  by  the  shingle  shot 
against  it  by  the  heavy  seas  as  they  rolled  in ; 
the  complicated  work  necessitated  by  the  grafting 
on  of  the  new  work  to  the  old,  that  the  great  gun 
turret  at  the  end  of  the  old  pier  should  not  be 
interfered  with ;  and  the  many  cunning  arrangements 
in  supplementing  the  old  lighthouse,  obscured  by  the 
new  works,  by  a  steel  erection  showing  clear  the 
light  at  the  end  of  the  new  works,  movid  out  as  t  he 
work  progressed;  and  the  unfortunate  lightship 
moored  off,  three  times  in  collision,  twice  sunk  by 
careless  navigators.  With  the  rimning  accompani- 
ment of  Mr.  Hussoy's  clear  and  exact  remarks,  a 
singularly  attentive  audience  was  enabled  to  grasp  in 
its  entirety  the  two  portions  of  this  great  work,  which, 
when  completed  by  the  breakwater — not  yet  com- 


menced— will  enclose  a  space  offromGOOtoVOO  acres  of 
sea,  with  a  depth  varying  from  1  to  7  fathoms,  all 
slack  water  except  for  the  run  in  out  at  the  entrance 
of  600  and  800  feet  width.  And  in  imagination  the 
members  filled  in  this  huge  space  with  a  fleet  of 
boats  with  rods  and  lines  and  much  fish.  In  hia 
concluding  remarks  Mr.  Hussey  was  enabled  to 
report  that  he  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  permis- 
sion for  members  of  the  society  to  fish  from  the 
eastern  extension  works  pending  their  comple- 
tion, a  pass  having  to  be  secured  at  the 
engineer's  office  by  production  of  member- 
ship ticket* —  a  boon  very  gratefully  appre- 
ciated by  the  number  of  members  present,  Mr, 
Hussey  is  an  expert  in  the  fine  art  of  bringing 
before  people  with  the  aid  of  the  camera  many 
varied  subjects,  but  even  as  an  expert  he  surpassed 
himself  on  this  occasion.  His  photographs  were 
stated  by  authorities  on  the  subject  as  being  most 
excellent,  and  his  manner  left  nothing  to  be  desired. 
Tired  he  said  he  was,  but  as  this  was  his  sixth  show 
in  a  week  it  was  no  wonder.  Of  course  he  received 
a  very  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks  for  his  pains,  as 
did  also  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  and  his  son  Ernest 
for  their  most  sympathetic  lantern  work — always 
quite  in  full  unison  with  the  speaker  —  a 
result  not  always  so  easily  obtained.  With  Mr, 
S.  Tucker  in  the  chair  a  most  pleaseint  evening 
was  spent.  Fishing  reports  were  very  few, 
the  tempestuous  weather  of  the  past  week  having 
brought  fishing  to  a  standstill  all  round  the  coast. 
A  telegram  was  read  from  Deal :  "  Wednesday 
afternoon. — Sport  furious,  sea  calm ;  full  bags  on 
pier."  So  the  change  has  set  in.  On  Nov.  4  a  paper 
will  be  read  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Churchward,  "  Erosion,  and 
its  Effect  on  Sea  Fishing" — an  important  subject, 
with  an  able  exponent. — Hon.  Reporter. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society^ 

Notwithstanding  an  extremely  wet  evening,  there 
was  a  very  good  attendance  at  Queen  Anne's 
Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  attracted  by  the 
prospect  of  hearing  Mr.  J.  Warne's  (captor  of  the 
301b.  pike)  paper  upon  "  Fishing  in  Ireland."  Mr. 
T.  Gilbert  occupied  the  chair,  and  under  his  able 
guidance  the  preliminary  business,  which  included 
the  following  reports  of  fishing,  was  soon  despatched. 
Messrs.  Beamont,  Gilbert,  Higgs,  Hurren,  and 
Wolff,  "jointly  and  severally,"  recited  recent 
experiences  at  Leigh,  where,  despite  most  unpro- 
pitious  weather,  several  score  of  flat  fish  were  taken; 
Mr.  Clark,  still  more  recently,  also  fishing  at  Leigh, 
took  several  fish,  but  had  ultimately  to  desist 
owing  to  a  furious  storm.  Receiving  a  very  cordial 
reception,  Mr.  Warne  then  proceeded  to  read  an 
admirable  paper,  entitled,  "  Holiday  Experiences 
on  Loughs  Cullen  and  Conn."  It  was  listened  to 
with  great  attention,  and  was  most  enjoyable,  Mr. 
Warne  imparting,  without  prolixity,  full  informa- 
tion as  to  travelling,  hotel  expenses,  boats  and 
boatmen,  the  waters  and  fish,  mode  of  fishing, 
tackle  and  baits,  and  other  items  concerned. 
Needless  to  say,  after  hearing  all  this,  together 
with  the  reader's  personal  experiences,  and  after 
much  favourable  comment  and  discussion,  Mr. 
Warne  received  (on  the  motion  of  Mr,  Beamont. 
seconded  by  Mr,  Bentley)  an  enthusieistic  vote  of 
thanks  and  appreciation.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast,  and  a  specially  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  genial  chairman,  closed  the  proceedings. 
On  Tuesday  (Nov.  3),  Mr.  J.  Powles  West  will  read 
a  humorous  paper,  when,  considering  Mr.  West's 
abilities  in  this  direction,  a  large  attendance  may 
be  expected.  Members  on  this  occasion,  as  usual, 
will  be  at  liberty  to  introduce  friends,  who  will  be 
cordially  welcomed. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society, 

Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  The  pike  outing  to 
Kelvedon  on  Saturday  was  a  failure  owing  to  the 
highly  coloured  state  of  the  water,  and  another 
outing  on  Nov.  28  has  been  arranged  in  its  place. 
Several  members  went  down,  and  some  fine  roach 
were  taken,  notably  one  of  lib.  12oz.  caught  by 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery ;  Messrs.  Gill  and  Hicks  had 
capital  takes  ;  indeed,  all  those  who  went  reaching 
were  rewarded.  A  new  candidate  for  election  was 
present  at  this  meeting.  The  chief  event  of  the 
evening  was  a  capital  display  of  novelties  in  fishing 
tackle,  chiefly  for  the  roach  and  pike  angler.  One 
is  well  withia  tjie  mark  in  saying  that  in  the  space 
of  an  hour  and  a  half  (during  which  Mr.  Emery, 
the  exhibitor,  showed  and  explained  the  various 
articles)  more  new  ideas  were  preseated  in  tangible 
form  than  are  to  be  seen  at  fishing  tackle  exhibi- 
tions of  far  greater  pretensions.  In  next  week's 
report  a  f  ull  description  of  them  will  be  given. — 
F.  E.  Eldred,  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society^ 
Mr.  P.  J,  Jagels  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Oct.  28.    Our  weekly  reports  from  all  the  waters 
agree  as  to  the  hopelessness  of  a  visit  at  this  week_ 


end.  Only  one  pair  of  members  have  fished  off 
their  heat  in  the  Club  Championship,  with  the  result 
that  Mr.  A.  Smith  took  fourteen  good  roach  and 
dace  and  about  a  dozen  small  perch,  against  Mr. 
Spencer's  twelve  roach,  and  thus  won  the  heat. 
The  only  other  members  who  have  reported  fish 
since  last  report  are  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  Ulb.  of 
roach  ;  Mr.  F.  Berry,  some  very  nice  perch,  the 
best  lib.  12oz.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Potter,  some  perch 
running  up  to  Jib.  Mr.  Smith  has  con«ented  to 
favour  us  with  his  "  Siberian  Experiences  "  shortly, 
and  this  should  afford  members  quite  an  iatelleotual 
treat.— G.  W. 


SPEY  DISTRICT  BOARD. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  tliis  board,  held  tlie 
other  day,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  was 
appointed  chairman,  in  room  of  his  late  father,  who 
had  presided  at  these  meetings  for  the  long  periotl 
of  forty  years.  From  the  annual  report  it  was 
learned  that  the  number  of  spawTiing  bods  counted 
on  tributaries  in  1903  was  70.58,  which  is  a  record 
during  sixteen  years.  The  increase  for  last  year 
upon  that  of  the  previous  season  is  2170  beds. 
Spawning  commenced  on  the  Spey  on  Oct.  30, 
and  was  very  good,  but  a  disastrous  spate — from 
January  26  to  31  last — must  have  caiLsed  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  damage  or  injury  to  spawning 
beds  over  the  Spey  and  tributaries  through  the 
continuous  and  heavy  flow  during  these  six  days. 
The  smolt  seaward  migration  season  during  last 
spring  and  early  summer  was  to  all  appearance  a 
good  average  one.  During  the  whole  month  of 
May  they  were  seen  to  be  very  numerous  and 
abundant  in  the  Fochabers  and  Garmouth  districts, 
while  malting  their  descent  into  the  tidal  waters. 
Disease  showing  among  spawning  salmon  during 
last  season  was  again  noted.  The  first  diseased 
fish  (the  sea-trout)  was  found  on  Nov.  22,  while  the 
most  virulent  part  of  the  season  for  disease  was 
from  the  middle  till  the  end  of  December.  On  Nov. 
29  last  Mr.  T.  Rae,  overseer  -of  salmon  fishings, 
Tugnet,  and  a  crew  of  men  fished  vinsuccessfully  the 
Ballindalloch  water  of  the  Spey  to  secure  ova  for  tho 
Fochabers  hatchery.  The  young  fish  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  ova  were  intended  to  be  returned  to 
the  Spey  at  Ballindalloch.  Only  three  male  salmon 
were  caught  during  the  day's  fishing.  On  Jan.  1 
last  the  hatchery  was  completely  filled  with  about 
840,000  ova,  which  were  very  successfully  hatched 
out  by  May  1.  Of  these,  after  being  fed,  on  June  9, 
10,000  were  conveyed  to  the  Carron  and  Knockando 
reaches  and  let  into  the  river.  By  July  21,  40,000 
fry  were  transferred  to  the  rearing  ponds  at  Tugnet, 
and  the  remainder  were  transferred  to  the  river  at 
Fochabers.  Most  of  the  previous  year's  parr, 
which  were  being  reared  at  the  ponds  at  Tugnet, 
were  set  at  liberty  by  the  heavy  flood  of  the  Jan.  3 1 
last,  which  completely  inundated  the  ponds.  An 
assessment  of  2s.  Hid-  per  £  was  imposed. 

'  J.  M. 

[Can  "  J.  M."  tell  us  if  any  artificially-hatched 
fry  or  smolts  have  been  marked,  and,  if  so,  if  any 
have  returned  as  grilse  ? — Ed.] 


HOW  A  BIG  TROUT  WAS  LOST. 


Judge  F.  B.  Delehanty,  of  Now  York  City,  a 
recent  \'isitor  at  Kineo,  Moosehead  Lake,  for  fishing 
with  Mrs.  Delehanty,  lost  a  big  trout  in  a  somewhat 
peculiar  manner.  He  did  not  get  the  big  fellow  into 
the  net  and  have  the  handle  break,  or  try  to  lift  him 
into  the  boat  by  the  gills,  because  the  net  was  too 
small,  and  fail,  or  try  to  beach  him  on  the  sloping 
shore,  and  in  trj  ing  to  surround  him  ha\-o  the  fish 
knock  him  down — -nothing  of  the  sort.  The  trout 
rose  like  a  gentleman,  was  duly  played  and  finally 
landed  in  regular  order,  after  a  hard  battle.  He  was 
then  killed  and  laid  carefully  away  mid  rocks  and 
ferns,  while  the  Judge  and  his  guide  proceeded 
further  do^vn  the  shore,  leaving  -Jlrs.  Delehanty 
behind  to  moimt  guard  over  the  treasure. 

When  the  Judge  came  back  half  an  hour  later,  he 
sought  out  tho  spot  where  the  big  one  lay  in  state, 
with  mingled  feelings  of  pride  and  pleasure,  for  ho 
enjoys  a  broiled  trout  for  his  dinner  as  few  men  do  ; 
the  ferns  and  rocks  were  there,  but  the  fish  was  miss- 
ing. Mrs.  Delehanty  was  consulted,  and  she  insisted 
that  the  trout  must  be  there,  but  it  was  not.  • 

"  Why,  no  one  has  passed  here  except  a  couple  of 
yoimg  women  from  the  hotel,"  she  declared,  "  and, 
of  course,  they  didn't  touch  it."  Tho  Judge 
inquired  who  the  yoimg  women  were,  and  added  : 
"  Suppose  you  ask  them,  if  it  comes  right,  if  they 
saw  a  fish  there,  when  you  get  to  the  hotel — just  for 
curiositj'  sake  more  than  anything  else." 

AVhen  the  hotel  was  reached  Mr^.  Delehanty  hap- 
pened to  meet  tho  young  women  in  one  of  the  public 
rooms,  and  she  asked  the  question,  almost  apolo- 
getically. 

"  Yes,  we  saw  a  trout  there,"  responded  one  of  the 
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yoimg  women  very  briskly.  "  Yes,  I'm  sure  we  did* 
And  you  couldn't  find  it  ?  That's  certainly  very 
strange  !  " 

Mrs.  Delehanty  was  turning  to  go,  when  the 
other  young  woman  broke  out  with  •  "  My  friend 
is  trying  to  shield  me,  but  I  can't  let  you  go 
without  malung  a  statement.  We  happened 
to  find  the  trout  lying  there  on  the  rocks,  and  we 
noticed  that  quite  a  number  of  flies  were  gathered 
about  it,  and  it  seemed  terribly  inhuman  to  have 
those  nasty  flies  pestering  that  poor  dead  fish. 
And  then,  too,  we  remembered  that  we  had  heard 
that  it  was  very  unliealthful  to  have  dead  fish  lying 
around,  so  we  just  took  a  newspaper  and  picked  the 
fish  up  very  carefully  and  tlirew  it  into  the  lake,  not 
knowing,  of  course,  that  it  belonged  to  anyone." 

What  the  Judge  said  when  Mrs.  Delehanty  handed 
in  her  affidavit  is  not  on  record. — The  American 
Field. 


^offings  Bp  f^c  i^ap. 

'  O !  all  too  trustful  of  the  smile 
Of  sky  and  ocean,  on  an  unknown  shore 
And  naked,  Palinurus,  shalt  thou  lie  !  " 

 ViEGIL. 


If  ever  I  become  King  of  the  Cannibal  Islands, 
owner  of  a  domain  in  which  gigantic  harbour 
works  are  necessary,  I  know  now  how  I  can  save  a 
considerable  sum  of  money — just  a  few  millions — a 
saving  which  I  have  always  found  worth  effect- 
ing. I  shall  not  want  any  architect.  I  shall 
simply  get  Mr.  Charles  Hussey  to  bring  along  his 
lantern  and  show  "how  it's  done."  So  lucid  was 
his  description,  so  vivid  his  pictures,  that  I 
really  believe,  give  mo  a  box  of  tricks  and  some 
adhesive  material,  I  could  now  build  a  harbour 
myself — on  a  small  scale.  Mr.  Hussey  has  given 
many  lectures — the  one  on  Wednesday  night  was 
his  "  chef  Dover."  He  must  be  a  singular  individual 
who  did  not  feel  gratefu-for  sojmuch  instruction,  po 
splendidly  conveyed  to  the  eye  and  ear.  A  full 
report  appears  in  another  column,  so  I  need  only 
say  here  that  the  beautiful  slides  Mr.  Hussey 
brought  were  splendidly  manipulated  by  Messrs. 
Zaehnsdorf,  pere  et  fds,  and  everybody  was  de- 
lighted. The  work  described  is  of  national  import- 
ance and  Titanic  magnitude,  and  Mr.  Hussey's 
lecture  was  calculated  to  make  every  Britisher 
proud  of  what  the  nation  can  do  in  "  our  Kingdom 
of  the  Sea." 

«  •  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Not  a  little  of  the  success  of  the  evening  must  be 
credited  to  Mr.  S.  Tucker,  the  genial  chairman,  who 
knows  Dover  as  a  child  knows  its  mother's  face. 
A  capital  chairman,  with  an  evident  love  of  the 
subject.  At  every  display  of  Dover  scenery  the 
chairman  beamed.  May  he  fish  there  for  a  hun- 
dred years  to  come,  and  always  with  good  luck  : 
that  is  the  recompense  I  wish  him  for  his  "  able 
conduct  in  the  chair." 


A  BOY  gave  his  opinion  of  the  alphabet  thus — 
"  I  don't  think  it's  worth  going  through  so  much  to 
get  at  so  little."  I  quite  expect  several  sea  anglers 
are  saying  the  same  of  the  Hastings  Festival. 
Never  mind, 

"  'Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  success  "  ; 
it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  all  deserved  it.  Some 
boats  were  out  on  Saturday  morning.  I  did  not  go. 
There  was  some  fishing  from  the  Pier.  I  did  not 
fish,  but  I  was  quite  as  successful  as  many  good 
men  who,  but  for  the  weather,  would  have  had  some- 
thing to  be  proud  of.  Dash  it!  theylmve  something 
to  be  proud  of  now.  Men  of  ordinary  calibre  can 
organise  matters  and  catch  fish  when  the  fates  are 
propitious  and  the  weather  according  to  order,  but  it 
takes  men  like  I  met  at  Hastings  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  to  keep  a  stiff  upper  lip  when  the  stormy 
winds  do  blow,  and  the  old  chap  with  the  watering 
pot  is  spoiling  every  effort.  Success  !  it  was  a 
success.  As  Councillor  Norman,  of  Southend, 
said,  wc  caught  few  fish,  but  lots  of  friendships, 
and  it  would  take  a  deluge  to  which  Noah's 
flood  was  only  a  summer  shower  to  wash  out 
the  pleasant  memories  of  the  Hastings  Festival. 
By  the  way,  Mr.  G.  B.  Bullock,  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  that  flourishing  South  London  club,  "The 
Briny  Anglers."  had  made  excellent  arrangements 
with  the  S.E.R,  for  reserved  carriages  for  parties 
during  the  three  days'  festival.  Ho  will  be  pleased 
to  do  the  same  for  any  angling  club  on  three  days' 
notice.  His  address  is  56,  Someiville-road,  Queens- 
road,  New  Cross. 


"You  ain't  sorry  you  ran  away  to  be  a  brigand, 
are  you  ?"  "  No-o,  but  I  kind  o'  wish  we'd  took 
ma  along  to  cook  fer  us," 


Anent  sea-fishing  at  Lowestoft  from  the  Clare- 
mont  Pier,  the  followinc:  letter  appeared  in  the 
Eastern  Daily  Press  : — "  Sir,— I  desire  to  call  atten- 
tion to  what  I  consider  the  unfair  treatment  meted 
out  by  the  Pier  authorities  to  anglers  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  or 
season  ticket  holders.  A  charge  of  2d.  per  diem 
(or  4d.  for  a  day  ticket)  is  made  to  all  persons 
angling  other  than  members  of  the  above  society, 
who  pay  7s.  6d.,  or  season  ticket  holders,  who  pay 
lOs.  6d.  respectively  per  annum.  For  some  un- 
known reason,  the  former  are  turned  off  the  pier 
at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  while  members  of  the 
society  and  season  ticket  holders  may  remain  on 
two  hours  later,  viz.,  until  eleven  o'clock.  There 
are  doubtless  many  men  engaged  at  their  work  all 
day  who  are  keen  anglers,  but  cannot  get  away  to 
fish  until  the  evening.  Why  should  these  men  be 
turned  off  earlier  than  their  more  fortunate 
brethren,  who,  maybe,  can  not  only  afford  the  time 
to  fish  all  day,  but  also  the  wherewithal  to  buy  a 
season  fishing  ticket  or  subscribe  to  the  angling 
society  ?  Again,  a  visitor  may  come  down  for  a 
week  or  fortnight's  holiday  fishing.  He  paid  his 
2d.  per  diem  (which  is  considerably  more  in  pro- 
portion than  the  amount  paid  by  a  season  ticket 
holder),  and  yet  he  must  leave  off  fishing  at  9  p.m. 
I  trust  the  pier  authorities  will  very  soon  alter 
what  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  harsh  and  unfair 
rule. — Yours  faithfully,  Annual  Visitoe." 


I  HAVE  been  favoured  with  an  advance  copy  of 
the  Gresham  programme  for  November.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  some  pleasant  evenings  and 
delightful  days : — Tuesday,  3rd,  Committee  and 
Ordinary  Meeting  ;  Saturday,  7th,  Deal  Competi- 
tion, first  day;  Monday,  9th,  Deal  Competition, 
second  day;  Tuesday,  lOth,  Paper  by  Dr.  T.  B. 
Dyer,  entitled,  "Fishing  at  Diekirche  "  ;  Tuesday, 
17th,  Ordinary  Meeting  ;  Tuesday,  24th,  Ordinary 
Meeting — Paper  by  G.  J.  Chatterton,  Esq.,  entitled, 
"Some  Notes  and  Observations  on  Fly  Fishing"; 
Saturday,  28th,  Pike  Outing  to  Kelvedon. 


The  Angler's  Lament. 
When  fleecy  clouds  skim  o'er  the  sky. 
When  flecks  of  sunshine  fall 
Upon  the  ink-stained  almanac 
Which  hangs  upon  the  wall: 
The  angler-clerk  lays  down  his  pen, 
And  heaves  a  weary  sigh. 
And  thinks  of  lakes  and  streams  and  wocds 
Among  the  mountains  high. 

Oh  !  would  that  I  were  free  once  more, 

With  slender  rod  in  hand. 

To  whip  the  dimpled  mountain  pool 

From  off  its  silver  strand  ! 

But  no,  alas  !  with  bended  back, 

O'er  ledgers  I  must  pore. 

And  see  in  fancy  vivid  scenes 

That  make  my  heart  feel  sore. 

— Percy  Gamble, 


The  Southend  Amateur  Angling  Society  held  a 
general  meeting  at  the  headquarters,  Victoria  Hall, 
Alexandra-street,  on  Monday  evening,  Oct.  19, 
when  the  president,  Mr.  R.  G.  Graham,  read  an 
interesting  paper  on  "Fiat-Fish."  There  was  a 
good  attendance,  including  many  ladies. 


To-day  (Saturday),  to-morrow  (Sunday),  and 
Monday  are  the  dates  fixed  for  the  Folkestone  and 
Brighton  Sea  Angling  Festivals.  It  is  devoutly  to 
be  hoped  that  the  weather  will  be  more  propitious 
than  was  experienced  at  Hastings.  The  Folkestone 
S.A.A.  is  affiliated  to  the  B.S.AS.,  who  are  giving 
a  silver  and  two  bronze  medals. 


The  Badminton  Magazine  of  Sports  and  Pastimes 
for  November— which,  by  the  way,  is  the  one 
hundredth  number — leads  off  with  a  well  illustrated 
aitic'e  on  "  Eaton,"  the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  West- 
minster, treated  as  a  "Famous  Home  of  Sport  "  by 
Colonel  Wilford  N.  Lloyd.  A  very  prettily  tinted 
picture  of  "Eaton  from  the  Lake"  is  given  as  a 
plate.  "Judges  and  Judging,"  by  a  Judge,  is  this 
month's  instalment  of  "  The  Racing  World  and  its 
Inhabitants."  General  Sir  George  Wolseley,  K.C.B., 
commanding  the  forces,  Madras,  writes  on  "  Sport 
in  the  Neilgherries,"  and  Major  C.  Or  Matson  con- 
tributes one  of  his  popular  articles  on  "Modest 
Motoring  Considerations,"  illustrated  by  a  photo- 
graph of  the  author  and  his  modest  motor. 
"Grouse  Shooting,"  "Sport  and  Camp  Life  in 
British  Columbia,"  "  With  an  Old-Fashioned  Pack," 
"After  Barbary  SKeep  in  Algeria,"  "Schooling 
Chasers,"  "Sea  Fishing  round  about  Aden,"  etc., 
are  other  articles  written  by  experts,  and  cannot 
fail  to  interest  every  lover  of  sport — in  fact  the 
Badminton  for  November  is  a  splendid  shiliings- 
worth. 


"  Ben  "  Abrahams  holds  his  third  annual  angling 
competition  at  Richmond  on  Nov.  1 .5.  There  will 
be  fifty  prizes.  These  will  be  on  view  at  the  Anglers' 
Depot,  25,  Silver-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate.  Open 
to  all  comers ;  entrance  fee,  one  shilling.  High  tide 
at  12  noon,  so  anglers  can  fish  the  up  and  down 
tides.  "Ben  "  has  made  it  all  right,  you  see,  with 
the  Clerk  of  the  W eather.  He  only  wants  the  support 
of  brother  anglers. 

•  •  •  ♦  • 

"Umbrellas  Recovered  "  was  the  legend  in  an 
umbrella  shop.  "Can  you  recover  mine — which  I 
left  in  a  'bus  last  week  ?  "  asked  a  sorrowful  looking 
man.  He  was  at  the  wrong  shop.  He  should  have 
mentioned  his  loss  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Mr. 
Levien  lost  his  umbrella  at  Windsor  :  I  just  gave 
a  hint — and  the  "brolly  "  has  been  sent  to  "  Ben." 
T  really  believe  that  if  I  said  I  had  lost  a  brick,  I 
should  find  a  freehold  house  left  in  my  front 
garden. 

•  ♦  •  »  • 

In  connection  with  the  recent  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society's  competition  at  Windsor,  a  select  concert 
will  take  place  at  the  George  and  Dragon,  St. 
John's-street-road,  E.C.,  on  Monday,  Nov.  9.  Mr. 
Levien  will  preside.  Lota  of  talent.  Anglers  please 
attend,  "Ben"  says.  Winners  don't  forget  your 
competition  cards;  and  Mr.  Chairman,  don't  forget 
your  umbrella. 


Me.  A.  MoEEiss,  of  Eton,  writes:  "You  may  be 
interested  to  know  that  on  Oct.  15  a  fine  leather 
carp  was  taken  in  the  Thames  at  Eton.  It  is  of  a 
golden  colour,  and  from  its  fins  and  tail  appears  to 
be  very  old.  It  has  only  a  few  scales  left  on  it,  and 
they  are  as  large  as  a  two-shilling  piece." 


Mes.  Elia  W,  Peattie  contributes  a  story  of  the 
part  played  in  a  family's  happiness  by  a  very  real 
boy  called  "Ged";  Cyrus  T.  Brady  writes  an 
amusing  account  of  how  "A  Syndicate  Hero  "  was 
made ;  Dr.  Henry  C.  Rowland  describes  the  in- 
genuity displayed  by  an  artist  in  a  difficult  situation 
in  "  The  Resource  of  Randall,"  and  James  Barnes 
contributes  a  very  attractive  love  story  of  the  Boer 
War  to  the  November  Scribner's. 


Daewin  estimated  that  there  are  in  gardens 
53,767  worms  to  the  acre.  This  tallies  with  our 
count  when  we  were  digging  our  gardea  and  didn't 
care  about  finding  worms;  but  when  we  wanted 
bait  for  fishing,  the  garden  didn't  show  a  dozen 
worms  to  the  acre.  They  had  all  emigrated  to  the 
garden  of  some  othar  fellow  who  never  goes  a-fishing. 


Some  Sheffield  blades  have  been  having  a  good 
time.  The  members  of  the  Sheffield  Angling 
Association  and  the  Boston  Weed-Cutting  Com- 
mittee had  an  angling  match  on  Monday,  and  at 
night  a  dinner  at  the  Axe  and  CJeaver  Hotel. 
Sheffield  won  the  match.  The  dinner  was  quite  a 
municipal  affair,  with  Councillor  Poole  in  the  chair, 
and  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  other  dignitaries 
present.  It  was  a  merry  evening.  Sheffield  aad 
Boston  will  meet  again. 


Me.  J.  Swales,  of  the  Cabin,  High  Street, 
Staines,  had  the  pleasure  of  catching  a  roach  of 
2lb.  2oz.  near  Staines  Bridge  on  Saturday.  A  nics 
fish  ;  he  is  having  it  set  up. 


Beethoven  once  dismissed  a  housekeeper,  who 
was  in  other  respects  an  excellent  servant,  because 
she  had  told  an  untruth.  A  lady  friend  who  had 
procured  him  this  housekeeper  was  questioning 
him  about  his  severity,  when  he  replied,  "  Anyone 
who  tells  a  lie  has  not  a  pure  heart  and  cannot 
cook  fish  properly." 


As  I  write  these  lines  a  ray  of  sunshine  falls  upon 
the  paper.  I  think  it  is  sunshine,  but  I  must  see. 
Someb  )dy  may  be  playing  tricks  with  the  electric 

light  and  a  piece  of  looking-glass  Yes  !  it  is 

sunshine,  so  I  suppose  that  spot  has  been  rubbed 
off  the  face  of  Old  Sol  with — somebody's — plate 
powder.  (A  good  chance  lost  to  work  in  an  ad- 
vertisement.) Well,  just  one  gleam  of  sunshine  is 
a  pleasant  change,  for  rain,  rain,  rain  is  the  re- 
port from  everywhere.  The  Thames  is  rising 
—  like  the  rates.  If  it  gets  much  higher 
the  King  will  only  be  able  to  leave  Windsor 
Castle  by  a  boat  outsfde  the  attic  window, 
and  I  shall  perhaps  be  watching  a  float  from  the 
gallery  of  St.  Paul's.  Well,  I  am  glad  to  see 
this  bit  of  sunshine.  As  the  chap  sajs  in  "The 
Tempest " — 

"  I  would  fain  die  a  dry  death." 
Too  much  wet — external  wet — does  not  suit 

Dragnet. 
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pFovineial  flfigliflg  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  nothing  but  rain  since  my  last 
notes  were  despatched.  Oct.  27  was  a  day  to 
be  remenabered,  as  it  came  down  in  torrents  all  day 
and  night,  but  now.  as  these  notes  leave  me,  the 
weather  has  assumed  a  much  brighter  aspect,  and 
we  are  having  some  sunshine,  which  I  hope  will 
continue.  Our  rivers  are  still  high,  and  very  much 
discoloured,  and  will  be  so  for  many  days  to 
come ;  sport  on  them  will  be  very  much  off, 
BO  that  canal  and  pool  fishing  will  be  only 
worth  attention.  Pike  fishing  at  Titford  Pool, 
near  to  Oldbury,  has  been  good ;  some  good 
fish  have  been  taken  of  late,  the  largest  fish 
being  one  of  141b.  4oz  ,  taken  by  Mr,  S.  Smith  ;  this 
pool  is  within  seven  miles  of  the  city,  and  can^be 
fished  any  day  in  the  week  for  a  small  fee.  Several 
other  of  our  local  pools  have  been  fished,  and  sport 
on  the  whole  has  been  very  fair,  but  the  rain  has 
made  things  very  uncomfortable.  Several  contests 
were  fished  in  the  local  canals  on  Oct.  25,  in  wretched 
weather,  and  the  catches  were  chiefly  gudgeon 
The  canal  at  Lapwbrth  has  been  a  favourite  place 
for  these  small  bye-contests,  but  this  place  hais  been 
over-fished  and  the  fish  are  very  small.  Some  good 
perch  have  been  taken  by  a  member  of  the  Oldbury 
Piscatorials  from  the  canal  basins  at  Stourport. 
The  fish  are  above  the  average  size,  and  will  be  set 
up  to  adorn  the  walls  of  the  Oldbury  club-room.  There 
are  still  a  few  more  bye-contests  to  be  decided. 
The  West  End  Club  have  arranged  to  fish  theirs 
in  the  Canal  at  Rugeley  on  Nov.  1.  Some 
of  our  local  anglers  are  asking  why  certain 
Ptirk  pools  should  not  be  available  for  fishing ;  they 
have  been  well  stocked  by  the  local  authorities,  and 
those  who  wish  to  fish  them  are  agreeable  to  pay 
for  the  privilege.  I  shall,  perhaps,  hear  more  of 
this  later  on.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Vine 
Unity  Club  are  about  to  make  a  handsome  pre- 
sentation to  their  esteemed  president,  Mr.  A. 
Burgess,  early  in  the  next  month. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Towards  the  end  of  last  week  the  Fen  waters 
were  running  in  beautiful  colour,  but  the  current 
was  too  strong  to  permit  of  much  success  in  bottom 
fishing  The  Bargate  and  Mount  Pleasant  drains 
were  about  the  only  waters  to  yield  any  satisfactory 
results  to  the  roach  rod.  The  few  Sheffieldera  who 
came  into  the  district  used  the  maggot  and  creed 
wheat  baits  with  more  than  an  ordinary  measure 
of  success.  The  big  perch,  for  which  the  Forty-foot 
is  noted,  have  been  dead  off  their  feed,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  fish  taken  from  the  grassy 
slopes  in  the  Dogdyke  district  little  has  been  done 
by  bottom  fishermen  on  the  Witham. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  rivers  are  all  so  full  of  fresh  that 
anglers'  lures  have  been  at  a  discount  for  the  past 
week,  although  in  some  parts  of  the  river  Hull  a 
few  nice  roach  have  been  taken  both  with  paste 
and  worms,  especially  at  the  beck-ends.  In  the 
lower  waters  at  Hull  Bridge,  Grovehill,  and  Wawne, 
a  few  very  good  fish  have  been  secured  with  paste 
off  the  bottom  in  the  deeps  and  eddies.  A  few  nice 
pike  and  perch  have  been  taken  in  the  top  ponds  of 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal  during  the  week.  One 
angler  had  a  nice  catch  of  roach  with  maggot 
below  Sodhouse  Lock,  using  bread  and  bran  as  a 
draw;  but  lower  down  little  has  been  done  of 
late.  The  Lincolnshire  waters,  the  Ludd  and  An- 
cholme,  are  fishing  fairly  well.  The  West  Hull  A.A. 
fished  their  match  of  the  season  in  the  Ludd  at 
Austin  Fen,  and  participated  in  nice  sport,  Mr. 
R.  H.  Barlow  taking  first  prize  with  41b.  12Joz. ; 
Mr.  F.  Carle,  31b.  lloz.;  Mr.  T.  Bardsley,  31b.  9oz. ; 
Mr.  W.  Hewson,  31b.  2oz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Crossland. 
31b.  ioz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  St.  Helens  Angling  Association  have  just 
fished  their  seventh  contest  of  the  season  at  Chester. 
It  was  a  roving  contest  and  the  Dee  was  in  flood, 
but  still  the  prizes  were  awarded.  To  -  day 
and  next  Wednesday,  Nov.  4,  the  Bolton 
Mission  A.S.  are  paying  a  visit  to  the  canal 
at  Boothstown,  Ttie  canal  at  Barton  has  once 
more  been  fishing  well,  so  Mr.  Pendlebury  says  ;  he 
has  had  roach  up  to  lOoz.  and  gudgeon  to 
2oz.  The  new  club  at  Barton  is  not  going  by 
leaps  and  bounds  but  steadily,  the  time  of  year 
is  not  conducive  to  pushing  a  new  club.  On 
Saturday,  Oct.  24,  Mr.  A.  L.  Harkness  presented  the 
Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  to  the  Tyldesley  and 
District  A.S.  In  a  neat  speech  he  complimented 
them  on  their  success.  A  lot  of  interesting  items 
ate  to  hand  from  Warrington,  but  perhaps  the  best 


is  the  capture  of  a  king  carp  in  the  Bridgewater 
Canal,  "ioz.    Have  they  bred  ? 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Beyond  business  meetings  and  social  events  there 
is  little  doing  in  this  city.  To  go  out  means  to  get 
drenched,  and  probably  a  doctor's  bill,  so  our  locals 
are  remaining  satisfied  with  the  comforts  of  the 
club-room.  Our  popular  resort,  the  BoTlin,  remains 
closed,  having  been  in  flood  for  weeks.  The  Duke 
of  Cambridge  A.S.  at  their  annual  meeting  added  a 
lot  of  new  members,  and  elected  a  new  executive, 
somewhat  strengthened  to  meet  the  work  of  a  club 
forging  ahead.  The  Albion  A. S.  have  just  concluded 
their  trst  year  with  flying  colours  in  eve  v  depart- 
ment. In  the  new  executive  there  art  few  new 
names,  as  the  members  appreciated  past  services. 
The  Gorton  A.S.  fished  a  final  contest  at  Poynton ; 
thirty  rods  fished  for  three  hours,  and  all  prizes 
were  awarded. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  was  good  roach  fishing  in  the  local  rivers 
towards  the  end  of  last  week.  One  angler  caught  a 
dozen  fine  fish,  having  only  two  to  return  to  the 
water  because  of  their  size.  Messrs.  J.  Thompson, 
J.  Cooper,  R.  Lawson.  and  Harrison  did  well  in 
the  Ouse  with  paste.  This  class  of  fishing  had  been 
fairly  good  both  on  the  Ouse  and  the  Foss,  more 
especially  in  the  last-named  river.  This  week,  how- 
ever, the  Ouse  has  been  in  a  worse  state  than  ever. 
Whereas  the  former  freshets  were  comparatively 
clear,  the  floods  of  this  week  have  thickened  the 
water  and  rendered  angling  impossible. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  angling  season  may  now  be  considered  as 
practically  at  an  end  throughout  Ireland — that  is, 
£is  far  as  salmon  and  trout  are  concerned.  The 
season,  on  the  whole,  was  good  on  many  of  the 
principal  rivers,  and  a  fair  or  average  one  on  others. 
Things  were  not  as  good  so  far  as  lake  fishing  was 
concerned,  it  being  a  very  poor  season  on  many  of 
the  celebrated  Irish  lakes  as  regards  salmon.  The 
supply  of  fish  was  apparently  bigger  than  usual  on 
most  waters,  but  the  weather  was  exceptionally 
bad  throughout  the  season,  and  fishing  was  nearly 
always  unpleasant,  and  very  often  entirely  out  of 
the  question.  Sea  angling  is  now  giving  good  sport 
at  many  places  along  the  western  coast. 


SOME  BEOAD  FACTS  IN  SCOTTISH 
ANGLING  LAW. 


Salmon. 

Legal  Definition. — -By  statute  the  word  "  salmon  " 
includes  "salmon,  grilse,  sea -trout,  bull-trout, 
smelts,  parr,  and  other  migratory  fish  of  the  salmon 
kind,"  and  in  this  comprehensive  sense  the  word  is 
here  used. 

Public  and  Private  Rights. — There  is  no  public 
right  of  salmon  fishing  in  Scotland,  either  in  salt 
water  round  the  shores  or  in  fresh  water.  Where 
the  right  is  not  in  the  hands  of  a  private  proprietor 
it  is  vested  in  the  Crown.  Hence  any  person  fishing 
for  salmon,  whether  by  net  or  by  rod  and  line, 
without  a  title,  or  without  express  written  permis- 
sion from  one  who  has  a  title,  is,  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  a  poacher,  and  liable  to  be  prosecuted. 
Trout. 

Legal  Definition. — By  statute  the  legal  definition 
of  this  fish  is  "  the  common  trout,"  and  the  defini- 
tion has  been  held  to  include  "  Loch  Leven  "  trout. 

Public  and  Private  Rights. — There  is  no  public 
right  of  trout  fishing,  except  in  navigable  rivers  so 
far  up  only  as  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows.  The  right 
belongs  exclusively  to  proprietors  of  lands  adjoining 
the  fishing,  and  neither  the  custom  of  fishing  for  any 
length  of  time  nor  lawful  access  to  the  water  by 
boat,  bridge,  ford,  right-of-way,  or  otherwise  will 
give  the  public  aright  to  fish  for  trout. — H.  Lamond 
in  the  Glasgow  Herald. 


LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION, 
LIMITED. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders 
of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  Association,  Limited,  was 
held  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on  Monday,  when 
over  thirty  shareholders  were  present.  Mr.  Geo. 
Heiiderson,  chairman,  presided.  In  reply  to  a 
question  by  Mr.  Gordon  Mason,  Edinburgh,  at  the 
outset  of  the  business,  Mr.  John  Bogie,  secre- 
tary, said  that  in  beginning  a  new  lease  they 
were  liable  for  £800  of  rent,  and  a  maximum 
of  £1000  should  they  make  it.  To  put  it 
shortly,  they  would  require  to  pay  £4000  in  all  at 
least  for  the  fishings  during  the  currency  of  their 
new  lease — that  was  to  say,  an  average  rent  of  £800 
per  annum,  or  as  much  more  up  to  £1000  per 
annum  aa  the  yearly  free  proceeds  would  admit.  The 


directors'  report  and  ba'ance-aheet,  which  appeared  in 
these  columns  last  week,  were  unanimously  adopted, 
and  as  recommended  by  the  directors  no  dividend 
was  declared,  and  the  balance  carried  forward  to 
next  account.  The  four  directors  who  fell  to  retire 
were  re-elected  along  with  Mr.  H.  J.  Montgomery, 
who  was  elected  in  room  of  Mr.  James  T.  Smith, 
resigned.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris  it  was 
agreed  not  to  issue  proxies  as  usual.  Mr.  Gordon 
Mason  afterwards  suggested  that  in  future  the 
shareholders  should  be  content  with  a  5  per  cent, 
dividend  instead  of  a  much  larger  one,  which  has 
been  given  in  former  years,  and  thus  build  up  a 
strong  reserve  fund — assuming  the  next  five  years 
were  prosperous — which  would  enable  them  to  get 
their  share  capital  back  untouched  in  the  event  of 
the  association  being  wound  up.  Mr.  W^.  Robertson 
(Glasgow)  brought  up  the  question  of  having  roaring 
ponds  for  their  fry.  Mr.  .J.  B.  Mills  (Dundee)  said 
he  had  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  but 
had  been  informed  on  the  best  authority  that  it 
was  njt  advisable.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mills  it 
was  resolved  to  extend  the  hours  for  the  share- 
holders' free  days'  fishing  in  July  from  eight  to 
twelve  hours.  R.  B.  Laino. 


^ofcs  from  if)c  Wotlf). 

The  past  season  in  Shetland  and  Orkney  has 
been  about  the  worst  on  record.  The  main  evil  was 
the  "  wild  winds."  At  times  anglers  had  to  cling 
to  the  rocks  for  their  Uves  from  the  fierce  and 
threatening  blasts. 


Mr.  Finch,  Wollhouse,  Alford,  has  the  Kemnay 
section  of  the  Don  for  the  whole  season.  The  trout 
angling  in  the  spring  and  the  late  autumn  salmon 
fishing  are  usually  about  as  good  as  can  be  got. 


Last  week  he  hooked  a  heavy  fish  on  somewhat 
light  tackle,  and  ran  it  for  some  fifty  minutes  before 
parting  company,  which  it  ultimately  did.  From 
the  first  Mr.  Finch  feared  it  would  prove  too  much 
for  his  httle  more  than  summer  trout  gut  cast,  and 
it  did.   — 

He  estimated  the  fish  to  be  near,  if  not  over, 
401b.,  and  he  is  a  good  judge  of  both  trout  and 
'salmon  in  the  water,  and  a  very  reliable  corre- 
spondent. It  was  the  heaviest  fish  he  had  ever 
handled  or  seen,  and  it  showed  itself  several  times 
during  the  fight. 

Mr.  Abercrombie,  of  Forglen,  had  a  fine  30- 
pounder  on  the  Deveron  at  Turriff  last  week,  but  as 
yet  few  35-pounders  and  no  forty  have  turned  up. 

Mr.  Carnegie  left  Skibo  Castle  last  week  for 
America.  He  had  some  bright  days  on  the  river 
during  the  autumn.  Fishing  and  golf  are  his  two 
chief  pastimes,  when  he  is  not  planting  libraries  or 
building  organs  ! 

Mr.  Lewis  Garden,  son  of  Mr.  William  Garden, 
gunsmith,  Aberdeen,  had  two  fine  fish  close  on  201b. 
apiece  one  day  last  week  on  the  Kincaussie  Dee 
water. 

No  less  than  five  lady  anglers  have  been  wielding 
the  rod  during  the  past  three  weeks  on  Mrs.  Picker- 
ing's Kincardine  and  Borrowstone  Dee  sections,  and 
with  fairly  good  results  all  round.  Five  gentlemen 
were  also  killing  fish  on  the  same  waters — not  a 
bad  house  party  of  anglers  after  all. 

Some  twenty  anglers  have  been  lashing  the 
Kintore  burgh  Don  water  daily  during  the  past 
fortnight,  but  the  flush  of  fish  has  gone  off,  and  only 
one  or  two  anglers  are  getting  a  rise.    Over  fished  ! 

Mr.  William  Murdoch  has  been  spending  his 
autumn  holiday  on  the  North  Esk  at  Edzel,  and 
writes  me  to  say  he  had  eight  fish  in  four  days,  while 
his  friend  Mr.  Davidson  had  the  top  weight  of  a  30- 
poimder  on  the  "  Greenwell  "  fly.  A  fine  fish,  and 
fine  sport. 

There  is  a  brisk  demand  already  for  early  spring 
salmon  waters,  and  several  sections  that  are  likely 
to  come  into  the  market  are  being  eagerly  sought 
after. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  rents  a  reach  of  the  Dee — 
Balnacoil  water,  at  AbojTie,  for  the  avitiunn  months, 
— but  he  does  not  angle  much  himself.  Lord  Haddo 
and  Lady  Marjory,  however,  are  adepts  at  the  rod, 
and  have  been  more  than  fairly  successful  this 
autumn.   

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Fife  has  had 
an  exceptionally  good  season,  and  will  not  reel  in 
till  the  very  last  hour  of  dayUght  on  Saturday 
(to-day).    At  least  this  is  her  invariable  practice. 

Special  Scotch. 
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CLOSE  OF  THE  HASTINGS  FESTIVAL. 


The  weather  on  Oct.  26  needs  no  description.  It 
was  simply  terrible,  and  the  option  was  given  to  the 
competitors  in  the  Hastings  Sea  Angling  Festival 
of  taking  part  in  the  Pier  contests.  Large  crowds 
assembled  at  the  east  and  west,  but  sport  ruled 
low,  so  small,  in  fact,  that  on  the  western '  pier 
not  a  single  "bite"  was  recorded.  The  weather 
throughout  has  practically  nulliQed  all  the  efforts 
of  the  committee,  which  had  spared  no  pains  to 
make  this,  the  second,  festival  a  success.  A  record 
entry  was  received,  and  Mr.  Harry  Dowsett  and 
Mr.  A.  A.  Bartram  proved  efficient  hon.  secretaries, 
with  Mr.  OthoR.  Travers  as  chairman  and  Councillor 
H.  T.  Dighton  as  vice-chairman.  The  following  are 
the  results  of  the  competitions  : — 

Boats. 

Class  1 :  Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  fish  taken 
during  the  festival  (the  South  of  England  Sea 
Angling  Championship  trophy  and  medals,  holders, 
Bath  A.A.).— 1,  H.  P.  Isaac,  West  Hampstead ;  2, 
J.  V.  Ellis,  unattached  ;  3,  W.  J.  Skeene,  Hastings ; 
4,  F.  S,  Foster,  Hastings. 

Class  2:  Heaviest  one  [day's  catch  of  whiting  (the 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  challenge  cup  and  medal). 
— 1.  W.  Monk,  Bath ;  2,  W.  Millns,  London  ;  3,  A. 
Ay  ling,  unattached. 

Class  4  :  Heaviest  one  day's  catch  ofjflatfish. — 1, 
H.  Thompson.  Greenwich  ;  2,  Dr,  Barker,  Hastings  ; 
3,  A.  Smith,  Hastings. 

Class  5 :  Heaviest  round  and^flat  fish'taken  each 
day. — 1,  R.  Briant  and  J.  Hicks,  tie  for  round  fish  ; 

3,  P.  Latham,  flatfish,  Lewes, 

Class  6 :  Greatest  number  of  sizeable  fish,  any  one 
day's  catch. — 1,  H,  P.  Isaac,  West  Hampstead  ;  2, 

F.  Stone,  Lewes;  3,  Mrs.  Norman;  and  Messrs.  F. 

G.  Miller,  J.  Wilson,  A.  Veness,  W.  J.  Reynolds,  E. 
Schnieder,  B.  M.  Briant,  E.  Papps,  C.  Chandler,  and 
F.  White,  tie. 

Hastings  Pier. 

Class  1 :  Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  fish  taken 
during  the  festival. — 1,  F.  Buckle,  Southend;  2, 
J.  Handley,  B.S.A.S. ;  3,  Miss  Allen,  unattached  ; 

4,  J.  Wilson.  True  Caledonians. 

Class  2 :  Heaviest  round  and  flat  fish  taken  each 
day. — Saturday:  1,  C.  M.  Hawkins  (round);  2, 
Messrs.  Treadaway,  Bond,  and  Phillips  (flat),  tie. 
Sunday :  1,  H.  Bransgrove,  Hull  (flat) ;  2.  A.  W. 
Kettle,  Southend  (round).  Monday  :  1,  W.  A.  Abel, 
Oglander  (round). 

Class  4  :  Heaviest  one  day's'catch  of  flatfish  taken 
during  the  festival. — 1.  A.  C.  Edwards.  London ; 
2,  H.  A.  Lambert.  B.S.A.S.  ;  3,  H.  Howard, 
Southend. 

St.  Leonards  Pier. 

Class  1 :  Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  fish  taken 
during  the  festival,  for  silver  challenge  cup  pre- 
pented  by  St.  Leonards  Pier  Company. — 1,  G. 
Wright,  West  Pier  A.  A. ;  2,  H.  G.  Cooper,  un- 
attached ;  3,  H.  Chambers,  unattached ;  4,  R. 
Chambers,  unattached. 

Class  2 :  Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  round  and 
flat  fish  taken  each  day. — Saturday,  J.  Wood  and 

5,  Perret,  tie  (flat)  ;  J.  "R.  Excelky  (round).  Sun- 
day :  C.  Wilson  (flat) ;  Messrs.  Creed,  Eastbourne, 
and  Stoodley  (round). 

Class  3:  Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  whiting: 
E.  A.  Spurling,  W.P.A.A. 

Class  4:  Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  flatfish^:  J. 
Wood,  W,P.A.A. ;  H.  Dunk,  unattached. 

Presentation  of  Prizes. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  fishing  a  smoking  concert 
was  held  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  when  the  Mayor 
(Alderman  B.  H.  W.  Tree)  attended  to  present  the 
prizes.  There  wns  a  very  large  company.  The 
Chairman  (Mr.  Otho  Travers),  in  opening  the 
proceedings,  referred  to  the  large  entry,  and  men- 
tioned that  it  was  in  the  air  that  the  prizes  left 
might  be  competed  for  at  a  later  date.  This  matter 
would  be  attended  to,  and  he  hoped  that  those  who 
had  come  from  a  distance  would  sympathise  with 
thfm.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Mayor  proposed  the  health  of  "The  Visiting 
Anglers,"  and  in  the  name  of  the  aesociation  and 
the  borough,  he  welcomed  the  visitors.  This  was 
the  second  attempt  of  the  Hastings  Association, 
and  he  thought  the  arrangements  made  were  equal 
to  those  of  last  year.  (Hear,  hear).  The  entries, 
which  numbered  547,  showed  what  the  honorary 
secretaries  had  to  do ;  but  even  they  could  not 
control  the  elements  which  all  on  the  south  coast  had 
had  to  put  up  with.  So  bad  was  the  weather  on 
Oct.  26  that  not  an  ounce  of  fish,  he  imderstood,  was 
caught  by  the  eighty-seven  fishermen  on  St. 
Leonards  Pier.  The  result  of  the  three  days' 
festival  showed,  on  the  part  of  the  anglers,  patience 
and  good  temper.  (Laughter.)  He  had  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  coupling  with  this  toast  the  names  of 


four  fishermen  representing  the  largest  entries  at 
the  festival,  Mr.  Isaac,  of  West  Hampstead,  Mr.  W. 
Bates,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  the  ex-champion  from  Bath, 
and  Councillor  Norman,  of  Southsea. 

Champion  or  the  Festival. 

Mr.  Isaac,  responding,  said  that  when  he  came  to 
Hastings  he  ^ever  thought  he  should  become  the 
possessor  of  the  shield.  He  was  welcomed  by  Mr. 
Dowsett  and  the  committee,  and  he  appreciated 
that.  As  a  member  of  the  West  Hampstead  Club, 
he  could  assiire  them  that  the  members  would 
appreciate  what  he  had  done.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
was  no  prize  hunter,  and  did  his  part  for  the  pleasure 
of  fishing  and  for  recreation.  He  thanked  them  for 
the  courtesy  he  had  received,  and  for  the  kindness 
the  committee  had  extended  to  him,  but  had  he 
been  a  member  of  the  Hastings  committee  he  should 
have  been  very  thankful  th  it  the  festival  was  over, 
for  he  knew  very  well  the  great  anxiety  all  had  been 
put  to. 

Mr.  Bates,  speaking  for  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  said  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  get 
the  opinion  of  his  members  on  the  festival,  and  all 
were  agreed  that  the  arrangements  made  were  very 
fair,  and  all  expressed  the  opinion  that  nothing 
better  could  have  been  arranged  by  any  society. 
They  had  bad  a  jolly  good  time,  and  a  jolly  good 
blow.  They,  the  B.S.A.S.,  hoped  to  come  next 
year,  and  not  only  take  the  challenge  shield,  but  all 
the  pots,  and,  in  fact,  clear  the  board. 

Mr.  Fortt,  of  Bath,  said  that  this  was  his  second 
visit  to  Hastings,  and  he  confidently  hoped  it  would 
not  be  his  last.  He  endorsed  all  that  Mr.  Isaac  had 
said,  and  as  ex-champion,  he  congratulated  the 
present  champion  on- his  success,  but  if  Bath  could 
not  hold  the  shield  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  could 
not  go  to  a  better  place  than  Happy  Hampstead. 
He  wished  to  thank  them  for  the  splendid  way  in 
which  the  festival  had  been  managed. 

Hints  from  Southend. 

Councillor  Norman,  Southend,  responding  on 
behalf  of  that  town,  thought  that,  considering  the 
weather,  the  festival  had  been  most  enjoyable.  He 
spoke  of  Mr.  Buckle,  a  Southend  resident,  who  had 
captured  a  prize,  and  referred  at  length  to  Mr. 
Wilson's  gallant  action  at  Southend  in  saving  the 
life  of  a  boy,  whereby  he  gained  the  Royal  Humane 
Society's  medal.  Unlike  some  of  the  speakers  that 
evening  the  Southend  anglers  had  come  to  capture 
the  trophy,  but  having  been  defeated  in  this, 
they  had  picked  up  a  lot  of  experience,  and 
made  a  lot  of  friends.  If  they  had  taken 
no  fish,  they  had  taken  a  tremendous  lot  of 
friendship.  He  did  not  believe  in  coming  to 
any  town  and  not  advertising  his  own,  and  as 
the  Mayor  was  present  he  would  tell  him  that  their 
pier  was  a  Corporation  one,  that  it  had  earned  a 
profit  of  £5800,  of  which  £4000  was  handed  to  the 
authorities  to  relieve  the  rates,  leaving  a  balance  of 
£1800  as  a  reserve  fund.  (Loud  applause.)  After 
other  humorous  remarks,  the  speaker  concluded 
by  saying  he  hoped  that  Southend  would  repeat 
their  dose  at  regular  intervals  until  the  trouble  of 
the  trophy  had  been  removed.    (Loud  applause.) 

The  Mayor  then  proceeded  to  hand  the  prizes  to 
the  successful  competitors.  The  remaining  toasts 
were  the  Committee,  Officials,  and  Stewards ; 
Donors  of  Prizes  and  Subscribers ;  the  Chairman 
and  Vice-chairman. — Hastings  Evening  Argus. 


NEW  WATERS  IN  TORONTO  DISTRICT. 


The  place  is  in  a  country  which  has  fortunately 
been  overlooked,  and  j'et  there  are  four  hundred 
square  miles  of  it  in  one  block.  The  fishing  and 
shooting  have  improved  here  in  the  latter  days. 
There  is  surface  fishing,  mid-water  fishing,  and 
deep-water  fishing.  All  those  are  protected  by  good 
laws  pretty  well  carried  out,  and  the  fishing  five 
years  hence  will  be  better  than  it  is  to-day.  Its 
inhabitants  can  truly  say  of  this  pretty  hill  country  : 

"  Now  the  roads  is  good  and  hard 

For  our  narrow  buggy  tires. 
And  the  fish  is  swimmin'  lazy 

Waitin'  for  the  liars. 
And  the  cows  is  comin'  home. 

And  the  frogs  sing  in  the  pools. 
And  the  prettiest  girls  is  sittin' 

On  their  three-legged  milkin'  stools." 

This  description  of  Frank  L.  Stanton's  is  literally 
correct  of  very  many  places  in  the  territory  whereof 
we  now  speak  ;  for  instance,  about  Peterboro',  at 
Burketon,  Havelock,  Blairton,  Tweed,  Kaladar, 
Ardendale,  Mountain  Grove,  Sharbot  Lake,  and 
about  Smith's  Falls. 

The  Angler-Saxons  and  Angler-Americans  who 
come  here,  and  all  anglers  indeed,  would  need  to  be 
provided  with  tackle  for  bass  and  salmon  trout,  and 


for  brook  trout  and  land-locked  salmon  ;  for  I  verily 
believe  that  all  these  will  be  found  in  this  territory. 
My  belief  amounts  to  conviction  about  all  but  the 
last,  and  my  faith  even  in  the  Ouananicho  is  good 
to  strong.  Before  our  next  circular  is  published  we '. 
will  have  certain  and  full  information  about  this 
and  other  matters  not  fully  dealt  with  now.  ' 

Let  us  suppose  ourselves  leaving  Toronto,  Ont.,' 
in  quest  of  fishing  groimds.  On  inquiry  we  would 
likely  be  told  that  there  was  brook  trout  north-west 
of  the  city  at  the  Forks  of  the  Credit  and  at  Dundalk, 
Flesherton  Markdale.  and  Chatsworth  towards  Owen 
Sound.  We  are  glad  to  hear  it,  and  we  some  day 
hope  to  visit  these  streams,  but  we  have  heard  of  a 
much  larger  district  where  we  can  get,  as  well  as 
the  speckled  beauties,  many  other  varieties  of  gama 
fish. 

There  is  fair  trout  fi?hing  at  Burketon,  forty-six 
miles  from  Toronto,  and  we  noticed  a  nice  old  mill- 
pond  and  a  trout  stream  running  from  it  close  to 
the  track  all  the  way  from  Manvers  to  Cavanville.' 
We  were  told  that  there  was  a  very  fair  quantity  of 
brook  trout  in  this  pond,  and  that  anyone  could  fish 
in  it.    This  would  suit  the  average  Toronto  man. 

We  take  the  morning  express  at  Toronto  at  9.15 
a.m.  and  reach  Peterboro',  seventy-six  miles,  at 
11.35  a.m.    This  enables  us  to  dine  comfortably  in 
Peterboro'.    From  here  we  can  go  north  by  train  to 
Lakefield,  or  fish  up  the  Otonabee  river  to  Laketield, 
and  there  take  a  small  boat  or  steamer  for  Clear  Lake, 
Stoney  Lak«,  Chenong.  and  a  string  of  lakes  one 
hundred  miles  long.    The  Strickland  Canoe  Com-J 
pany's  manager  at  Lakefield,  ten  miles  north  o9 
Peterboro',  and  others  have  boats.    He  has  also  a  ' 
long  experience  in  fishing  and  shooting  north  of 
Lakefield,  of  which  he  cheerfully  gives  the  visitor 
the  benefit.    Peterboro',  Lakefield,  and  Rice  Lake^ 
are  points  to  which  families  can  be  brought  for  tho^ 
entire  summer  with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 
There  is  quite  an  abundance  of  accommodation 
here.    The  Peterboro'  region  is  not,  however,  to 
my  knowledge  a  good  point  for  brook  trout ;  bass, 
salmon-trout,  and  maskinonge  can  be  caught  there 
in  satisfactory  quantities.    It  is  headquarters  for 
good  canoe  building  concerns,  of  which  there  are 
three  in  Peterboro'  and  two  in  Lakefield. 

Havelock,  one  hundred  miles  from  Toronto, 
brings  us  to  a  much  less  fished  section.  Lakes 
Kosh  (contraction  for  abogamog).  Oak  Lake,  and 
a  long-looped  chain  of  well-stocked  sheets  of  water 
now  affording  good  fishing  will,  under  the  new  laws, 
remain  good  for  all  time.  Here  are  summer  homes 
for  thousands,  needing  only  the  inexpensive  stunmer 
camp  or  the  Indian  tepee,  with  the  slight  improve- 
ments needed  by  the  white  man.  At  present  there 
are  odd  farm-houses  that  will  accommodate  the 
sportsman  for  the  night,  but  it  is  well  to  bring  a 
tent  and  a  canoe  with  one.  It  is  likely  altogether 
that  the  fisherman  or  sportsman  coming  in  here  will 
select  a  summer  house.  There  are  two  good  skiffs  on 
Oak  Lake.  Bass,  maskinonge,  and  salmon-trout  are 
to  be  had  in  the  larger  lakes  on  the  lower  levels,  and 
brook  trout  on  the  generally  smaller  higher  level 
lakes  and  their  outlets.  There  are  pretty  good  roads 
to  drive  to  these  lakes.  The  county  of  Hastings  is 
famous  for  its  roads,  and  Peterboro'  comes  next. 
Havelock,  all  things  considered,  is  an  excellent 
jumping-off  place  for  the  fisherman  and  deer-hunter. 
There  are  a  few  moose  as  well  in  the  back  coimtry. 

Tweed  is  the  junction  point  with  the  Bay  of 
Quinte  Railway,  and  is  a  good  centre  for  fishing. 
The  livery  stables  and  horses  are  good  and  the  roads 
excellent.  Mr.  Wm.  Bushby,  the  shoemaker  of 
Tweed,  is  an  enthusiastic  fisherman,  and  anyone 
securing  him  as  guide,  counsellor,  and  friend  will 
get  fishing  and  entertainment  together.  If  he 
cannot  be  secured  himself,  he  will  put  any  honA  fide 
fisherman  in  the  way  of  getting  good  guides  and 
good  fishing.  Messrs.  Wm.  and  John  Keller,  of 
Bridget  ater,  a  village  on  the  way  to  the  back  lakes, 
are  great  sportsmen,  better  hunters  than  fishermen, 
perhaps,  but  they  know  of  good  speckled  trout 
lakes  and  bass  and  salmon  lakes.   

I  was  told  to  see  Mr.  Clarke,  jeweller,  at  Tweed, 
who  has  done  much  fishing  in  the  north  comitry. 
I  called  on  Mr.  Clarke,  whom  I  found  to  be  very 
conservative  in  his  fish  stories  In  fact,  "  his  word 
is  his  bond  "  in  Tweed,  even  abovit  matters  per- 
taining to  fishing.  I  described  to  him  the  land- 
locked salmon,  or  Ouananiche,  and  asked  him  if  he 
haf  come  across  any.  "If  I  have  not,"  he  an- 
swered, "  then  I  have  come  across  something  better. " 
And  when  he  described  in  detail  the  gamy  nature 
of  the  salmon-trout  in  some  few  of  these  northern 
lakes,  I  made  up  my  mind  that  these  fish  were  so 
like  the  land-locked  salmon  that  I  would  make  a 
fishing  trip  up  there  in  the  near  future  to  ascertain. 

"  We  have  the  gamiest  salmon,"  he  said,  ''  that 
I  have  tackled  in  a  long  fisherman's  life.  Fish  that 
will  jump  eight  feet  in  the  air  and  land  right  over 
your  canoe  before  they  will  let  you  land  them." 
Take  the  time  to  see  Mr.  Clarke  at  Tweed. 

Kaladar  will  soon  be  better  known  than  it  is. 
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^  North  of  it  are  some  of  nature's  masterpieces  in  the 
way  of  fishing  lakes,  himting  groimds,  and  scenic 
beauty.  Here  is  Dr.  Price's  hotel  on  lovely  Masse- 
nonga  Lake.  Near  it  are  some  excellent  speckled 
trout  lakes,  and  not  far  from  the  hotel  is  Loon  Lake, 
a  grand  lake,  large,  and  with  water  clear  as  crystal, 
in  which  local  fishermen  declare  there  are  plenty  of 
Ouananiche.  We  shall  know  of  it  ere  this  svunmer 
has  joined  the  great  majority. 

There  is  no  hotel  at  Kaladar.  Take  a  day  train 
to  get  there,  and  wire  the  agent  in  advance  and  he 
will  get  you  a  team  to  take  you  to  Dr.  Price's  hotel, 
or  to  any  of  the  mountain  lakes.  The  roads  are 
good  for  a  backwoods  country. 

►K-Upon  arrival  at  Sharbot  Lake  I  foimd  it  to  be 
infinitely  the  most  pictmesque  of  all  the  stations 
between  Toronto  and  Montreal.  Sharbot  is  the 
name  of  an  Ojibway  Indian  who  settled  there  years 
ago  and  who  gave  his  name  to  the  lake.  Here  the 
Kingston  and  Pembroke  Railway  crosses  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific,  giving  splendid  connections  with  King- 
ston and  the  Thovisand  Islands,  Toronto,  Brockville 
and  Montreal.  The  clear,  cold  water  in  the  lake  is 
inhabited  by  growing  colonies  of  black  baiss  and 
salmon-trout,  with  a  few  maskinonge  and  pike. 
There  is  a  pretty  good  hotel,  boats  and  guides. 
The  writer  saw  fishing  rods  and  reels  and  a  good 
sprinkling  of  likely-looking  fishermen  upon  his 
arrival  at  the  hotel,  and  his  heart  warmed  to  the 
place  and  to  them.  It  was  in  April — only  salmon- 
trout  were  in  season — but  he  was  quickly  the  happy 
possessor  of  a  six-pounder. 

"  A  small  one  for  Sharbot,"  said  my  guide  ;  but 
it  made  a  good  dinner  for  four.  I  h£ui  a  clean  bed, 
a  clean,  plain  breakfast,  a  good  cigar,  and  a  drink 
of  good  whisky — one  only — three  times  a  day.  I 
am  temperate  and  conservative  in  the  use  of  whisky 
and  want  it  good.  The  hotel  charges  are  one  dollar 
per  day,  but  you  can  order  extras  and  you  pay  a 
very  reasonable  figure  for  them. 

How  much  we  lose  through  ignorance  !  I  have 
travelled  one  thousand  miles  from  Montreal  to  fish  ; 
I  have  sent  friends  past  Sharbot  Lake  hundreds  of 
miles  for  bass  ;  I  have  been  to  Lake  St.  John  for 
Ouananiche  ;  I  have  been  to  Maine  looking  for 
rainbow  trout,  when  there  was  as  good  a  country 
as  any  of  them  withiil  four  hours  of  my  front  door. 
When  the  writer  wants  bass  fishing,  speckled  trout, 
salmon-trout,  and  land-locked  salmon,  he  will  go  to 
Sharbot  Lake,  Kaladar,  or  Havelock.  If  he  were  a 
Torontonian,  he  should  be  satisfied  with  the  Bur- 
keton  or  Peterboro'  country.  Bostonians,  New 
Yorkers,  Bufialonians,  Torontonians,  and  Mont- 
realers,  the  residents  of  the  Thousand  Islands,  and 
the  summer  inhabitants  of  the  shores  of  Lake 
Ontario  have  herein  a  distinct  call  to  Sharbot  Lake, 
and  its  many  companion  lakes  northward.  The 
genial  landlord  of  the  Sharbot  Lake  Hotel  will 
supply  boats  and  horses,  and  good  guides  are  to  be 
had.    All  fruits  and  vegetables  are  to  be  obtained. 

The  writer  thinks  that  the  only  tent  to  live  in  is 
the  Indian  tepee  ;  with  that  to  sleep  in  and  the 
hotel  to  go  to  for  a  change  of  diet  as  often  as  one 
feels  inclined,  the  locally  vmhappy  would  deserve 
no  S3Tiipathy.  In  a  tepee  one  so  much  enjoys  sitting 
round  the  small  fire  in  the  middle  of  the  lodge  at 
night  that  an  odd  rainy  day  is  no  great  punishment. 

For  leisure  moments  there  are  some  enjoyable 
studies  in  human  nature  at  Sharbot  Lake.  One 
genial  old  gentleman  of  seventy-nine  years  of  age  is 
always  the  first  camper  at  Sharbot  Lake.  He  lives 
with  his  wife  on  a  small  island  in  a  comfortable 
camp.  He  has  poultry  and  a  good  garden,  and  of 
course  fish  galore.  He  also  has  a  little  brown  jug 
which  is  brought  out  for  visitors.  He  is  a  splendid 
example  of  the  good  effects  of  temperance.  He 
says  he  drank  nothing  imtU  he  was  about  forty,  and 
has  used  good  whisky  ever  since.  He  has  been 
Alderman  of  one  of  the  Canadian  cities  for  thirty- 
eight  years.  Mayor  twice,  and  member  of  Parlia- 
ment once  at  least.  His  many  simamers  on  his  little 
island  have,  he  says,  added  ten  years  to  his  life. 
"  Go  ye  and  do  likewise."  I  am  proud  to  know  so 
sensible  a  man  and  brother  fisherman,  and  hope  to 
exchange  many  visits  with  him  in  the  future.  The 
old  moral  is  learned  again  from  a  visit  to  him  : 
"  A  man  is  a  fool  if  he  drink  before  forty,  and  he  is 
a  fool  if  he  does  not  drink  temperately  after." 

Via  Smith  Falls  one  reaches  the  Rideau  waters. 
There  we  have  very  good  bass  fishing  and  con- 
veniences of  all  kinds.  From  here  we  can  reach 
the  Gatineau  fishing  district  and  the  Ottawa  Valley. 
— L.  O.  A.  in  Rod  and  Gun  in  Canada. 


NEW  PISOATORIAL  PATENTS^ 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

•20,798.   J.  Eggen,  112,  Potsdamerstrasse.  Berlin. 

"Improved  electric  fish,  or  shoal  of 
herringa  indicating  device.'! 


^Letters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondentsi] 


A  I    METHOD   OF   WAXING   SILK— JAY 
HACKLES  FOR  SALMON  FLIES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  the  query  of  "  Green 
Wren,"  I  can  quite  enter  into  the  two  drawbacks  he 
refers  to  in  tjdng  salmon  flies,  and  will  give  him  a 
hint  or  two  that  will,  I  think,  obviate  both.  First, 
as  to  wax.  I  use  liquid  cobbler's  wax,  about  the 
thickness  of  treacle.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to 
shake  the  bottle,  draw  the  cork  Ughtly  along  the 
finest  tying  silk,  and  it  is  ready  for  use,  and  dries 
soUd.  If  ■'  Green  Wren "  will  write  to  me  at 
Glanrhos,  Rhayader,  Wales,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
send  him  a  small  phial  of  my  wax,  \vith  instructions 
how  to  make  it  for  himself.  The  older  it  is  the 
better,  and  I  have  some  now  in  use  that  was  dis- 
solved nearly  twenty  years  ago.  As  I  said  before, 
silk  waxed  this  way  dries  solid,  so  that  there  is  no 
fear  of  the  hook  drawing,  as  happened  the  other  day 
to  a  friend  of  mine  who  hooked  a  201b.  fish  in  one 
of  my  pools,  and  when  fighting  him  down  some 
rather  heavy  rapids  the  hne  came  back,  and  on 
examining  the  fly  we  foimd  the  fly  was  there,  but 
the  hook  was  absent — in  fact,  had  drawn  clean  out. 
The  fly  (a  Silver  Doctor)  was  dressed  by  a  well- 
loiown  fly-tier  of  Aberdeen,  and  had  the  silk  been 
properly  waxed  it  would  never  have  happened. 
Another  advantage  of  tliis  wax  is  that  you  need 
only  wax  just  the  part  of  the  silk  you  are  using,  and 
can  at  any  time  during  the  dressing  of  the  fly  re-wax 
any  part  of  the  silk.  I  feel  sure  if  "  Green  Wren  " 
uses  this  wax  once,  like  Pears'  Soap  advertisement, 
he  will  "  use  no  other."  As  to  the  jay  feathers  I 
used  to  take  a  lot  of  trouble  in  sha^ang  the  pith 
from  jay  hackles.  I  never  do  it  now.  I  find  by 
pinching  the  fibre  whole  between  my  nails  I  can 
reduce  the  stiffness  so  as  to  put  on  the  feather 
whole,  which  is  much  stronger  and  saves  a  lot  of 
trouble  and  bad  language.  If  there  are  any  other 
tips  I  can  give  "  Green  Wren  "  in  dressing  salmon 
flies,  I  shall  be  happy  to  do  so. 

And  now,  in  my  tiu-n,  I  want  some  one  to  be  good 
enough  to  answer  two  queries  for  me.  One  is  this  : 
I  see  that  Jlessrs.  Hardy  advertise  flies  tied  with 
untamishable  silver  and  gold  tinsel.  I  wrote  to 
one  of  the  largest  makers  of  gold  lace  and  tinsel 
(Messrs.  Geo.  Kenning)  to  know  if  there  was  such  a 
thing,  and  they  told  me  there  was  not,  but  that 
they  were  making  an  aluminium  tinsel  which  kept 
its  colour  well.  I  tried  this,  and  found  it  answer 
well  for  small  fhes,  but  not  for  the  largest  sizes  ; 
and  another  large  wholesale  firm  of  fishing-tackle 
makers  kindly  gave  me  a  small  phial  of  spirit  which 
they  said  kept  tinsel  bright  for  a  certain  time  only. 
What  I  want  to  know  is,  is  there  such  a  thing  as  mi- 
tarnishable  tinsel,  and  if  so,  where  can  it  be  pro- 
cm-ed  ?  If  there  is  not  such  a  tiling,  why  do  Messrs. 
Hardy  advertise  flies  tied  with  vmtarnishable  tinsel  ? 
The  other  query  is,  what  has  become  of  the  Man- 
chester Cotton  Twine  Co.  ?  I  have  dealt  with  them 
for  nearly  thirty  years  for  tapered  salmon  lines, 
which  are  to  my  mind  better  than  any  other  make. 
This  year  both  I  and  a  friend  wrote  several  times 
to  them,  but  received  no  reply. 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  I  enclose  my  card, 
which  j'ou  have  probably  often  seen  before. — Yours 
truly,  Glankhos. 

Glanrhos,  Rhaj'ader,  Wales. 


WAXING  FLY-TYING  SILK. 
Deak  Sib, — -This  reminds  me  of  one  more  possible 
instance  of  unconsciously  repeated  invention. 
Having  secured  a  wax  of  good  temper  and  Ught 
colour  (recipes  for  which  are  given  in  books  on  the 
craft) — not  of  the  sort  which  becomes  ultra  sticky 
with  slight  heat  and  sets  like  sealing  wax — dissolve 
it  in  good  spirit.  One  can  then  do  either  of  two 
things — put  it  in  a  rather  wide-mouthed  phial,  with 
a  long  cork  projecting  inwards  into  the  solution,  and 
notched  at  the  lower  end  ;  pass  a  strand  of  the  silk, 
or  more  than  one,  down  one  side  of  the  cork  into 
the  notch  and  up  the  other,  and  plunge  it  loosely  in 
the  wax  solution,  drawing  the  silk  through  this  ; 
or,  use  silk  on  reels,  and  with  the  waste  end  of  a 
pinion  feather,  shaped  Uke  a  small  brush,  paint  the 
silken  surface  of  the  reel  to  saturation,  when 
enough  will  be  waxed  to  answer  for  some  time,  and 
the  process  may  be  repeated.  Either  will  facilitate 
the  operation  of  fly-t5dng,  and  I  have  long  foimd 
the  plan  convenient  in  avoiding  sticky  fingers. 
Tackle  shops  might  well  supply  silk  so  waxed.  I 
have  tied  flies  for  some  time  on  a  plan  almost 
similar  to  the  excellent  one  for  making  those  with 
outspread  wings  given  by  "  Val  Conson."  Like  the 
small  doubles,  they  should  be  carried  in  a  box. — 
Yours  truly,    Benwyan. 


WHAT  IS  THE  MATTER  WITH  IT  ? 

Dear  Me.  Mabston, — Perhaps  you  or  a  reader 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  diagnose  the  disease  of  a 
goldfish  here.  For  eight  or  nine  weeks  it  has  lain 
on  its  side  at  the  bottom  of  the  fountain  to  all 
appearance  dead.  I  find  the  side  on  which  it  lies 
has  a  slight  enlargement  nearly  in  the  middle, 
between  head  and  tail.  There  ia  one  other  fish 
with  it  quite  healthy,  and  this  (unlike  most  lower 
animals  which  I  have  observed)  appears  to  take  a 
kindly  interest  in  the  other's  well  being.  As  soon 
as  I  had  examined  it,  this  companion  swam  up  and 
gently  felt  it  with  its  mouth.  Also  from  time  to 
time  I  see  it  rouee  up  its  comrade  from  its  death- 
like sleep,  when  the  invalid  takes  a  short  swim, 
but  always  on  one  side,  and  then  relapses  into 
immobility  once  more. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Di.xON  Galpin, 

[I  am  afraid  I  cannot  help  Mr.  Galpin,  but  should 
think  it  is  probably  some  fish  parasite  which  is 
causing  the  trouble.  "Angling  and  How  to  Angle" 
(price  Is )  may  give  the  other  information  he 
wants. — Ed.J 


YOUR  LEADING  FAVOURITE  FLY, 
Deab  Sib, — The  question  raised  as  to  which  fly 
would  an  angler  use  supposing  he  were  restrictad 
to  the  use  of  one  fly  only  creates  an  interest  from 
an  entomological,  as  well  as  an  angling,  point  of 
view ;  and  if  anglers,  keen  and  observant,  were  to 
give  their  impressions  derived  from  experiences  in 
different  parts  of  the  Isles,  it  would  help  to  let  us 
know  what  particular  class  of  ephemera  ia  pre- 
dominant in  the  various  rivers  and  lakes  of  the 
country. 

From  experiences  in  the  northern  rivers  I  support, 
without  hesitation,  your  liking  for  an  Olive  Dun. 
I  have  observed  this  fly,  in  its  various  stages,  in 
countless  numbers,  on  the  Conon,  Beauly,  Ness, 
Findhorn,  Spey,  and  numerous  smaller  streams. 
On  one  or  two  of  these  streams  the  March  Brown 
runs  it  very  close  in  the  spring  months,  but  from 
March  on  to  J une  it  ia  frequently  the  only  fly  to  be 
seen  on  the  streams,  and  during  that  period,  if 
sport  is  to  be  had,  one  could  fish  with  a  medium 
coloured  Olive  all  through,  and  do  better  with  it 
than  with  any  other  fly.  On  theNess  it  has  become 
the  standard  fly. 

On  a  J  une  evening,  when  the  sun  is  off  the  water, 
a  light-coloured  Olive  is  very  deadly. 

I  enclose  an  artificial  dressing  of  a  curious  fly,  or 
perhaps  I  should  say  moth,  which,  to  my  mind, 
comes  next  to  a  light  Olive  for  summer  evening 
fishing.  My  attention  was  first  drawn  to  it  by 
some  references  made  about  its  deadliness  as  a  lure 
on  the  Tweed,  where  it  evidently  hatches  out  in 
large  numbers.  On  the  Ness  it  also  appears,  par- 
ticularly on  fine  June  evenings,  and  the  enclosed 
specimen  is  a  very  good  imitation.  It  forms  a  very 
luscious  diet  to  the  trout,  and  they  are  very  keen 
on  it,  as  witnessed  by  the  large  fish  I  have  caught, 
I  would  recommend  this  fly  very  strongly  to  anglers 
likely  to  flsh  our  northern  rivers  in  the  summer 
evenings.  I  have  not  seen  its  classification,  and 
perhaps  a  short  history  of  this  fly  by  you,  or  any 
one  of  your  subscribers  learned  in  entomology, 
would  be  acceptable  to  many  anglers  who  are 
boimd  to  have  seen  it  on  the  streams. — Yours 
truly,  A.  MacDonald. 

Elgin,  N.B. 

[The  fly  sent  is,  I  should  think,  intended  for  one 
of  the  small  sedges. — Ed.] 

A  GOOD  TROUT  FLY  FOR  TROUT  (AND 
GRAYLING). 

Dear  Sir, — If  I  were  to  pose  as  a  grayling  fisher- 
man, I  would  merit  the  scorn  of  the  craft.  That  I 
have  killed  a  good  many  grayling  with  the  fly  is 
true,  but  I  seldom  fished  for  them  e.\clusivel\%  and 
hence  my  opinion  may  be  of  Uttle  worth  in  this  con- 
nection. Still,  as  you,  sir,  have  named  me,  I  shall 
answer  the  question,  but  only  as  a  trout  fisherman 
of  the  wet-fly  persuasion.  The  01i\'e  Dun  is  indeed 
a  splendid  fly,  but  give  me  my  old  friend  Green- 
well's  Glory  for  general  use.  The  dress  of  a  man 
or  a  fly  has  much  to  do  with  his  or  its  reputation  as 
a  "  killer  " — ask  the  trout  and  ask  the  ladies  if  you 
doubt  the  statement.  Now  let  us  look  upon'  an 
artificial  fly  as  if  it  was  dressed  by  "  Poole  "  {the 
tailor  of  my  day).  Coat,  blackbird's  wing,  or  faiUng 
that,  the  wing  of  the  waterhen.  Waistcoat,  yellow 
tj-ing  silk,  waxed  with  cobbler's  wax,  to  give  it  a 
dirty  greenish-j'ellow  hue.  Trousers,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu  hackle.  I  prefer  hen  to  cock  hackles,  as 
they  are  softer  and  move  more  readily  in  the  water. 
A  gentleman,  even  if  turned  out  by  "  Poole,"  is  per- 
mitted to  change  his  garments  occasionally.  Indeed, 
the  ladies  would  soon  tire  of  him  (and  then  he  would 
be  no  more  a  "  killer  ")  were  he  always  to  come  out 
in  the  same  kind  of  suit.  This  privilege,  were  it 
lawful  to  grant  to  my  favourite  all-round  fly,  would 
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make  it  one  of  the  few  flies  which  a  man  might  fish 
with,  to  the  exdusion  of  all  others.  Let  me  assume 
that  the  fly  is  dressed  at  "  Poole's."  The  change;? 
whicli  I  would  propose  are  these  :  For  coat,  inside 
of  woodcock  wing,  inside  of  starling  wing,  and,  at 
times,  in  a  very  clear  and  low  state  of  water,  the 
pale  chaffinch  wing  is  deadly  when  used  midge  size 
and  dressed  on  00  doubles  by  Forrest.  This  is 
indeed  a  verj'  good  fly,  as  a  double  midge,  with  the 
G.  G.  body  and  legs.  Waistcoat :  This,  to  my 
thinking,  is  not  the  least  important  part  of  the  dress, 
but  it  is  often  done  haphazard.  The  cause  is  not 
very  difficult  to  seek.  Cobbler's  wax  is  advocated 
to  pass  over  the  yellow  silk  thread,  and  the  cobbler 
does  not  make  his  wax  for  the  fly  dresser.  Besides, one 
man  has  got  hot  hands,  and  the  wax  melts.  Result, 
a  body  all  but  black.  Again,  there  is  a  pale  sort  of 
cobbler's  wax  which,  especially  in  cool  fingers,  gives 
a  j'ellow  hue,  shghtly  dingy,  and  I  lean  dec'dedlj'^ 
to  this  side  of  either  extreme.  Then,  to  finish  it, 
the  body  looks  better  with  very  fine  gold  wire  ribbed 
over  it,  just  as  the  watch-chain  sets  off  the  waist- 
coat of  the  dandy.  Lastly,  trousers  (the  legs  of 
the  fly)  :  The  great  point  to  aim  at  is  to  get  the  tips 
of  the  hackle  of  a  yellow  or  pale  golden  tint,  and  the 
part  near  the  "  pen  "  of  the  feather  quite  black. 

If  the  fly  fisher  is  careful  in  carrying  out  these 
details,  waistcoat  and  trousers  (body  and  hackle) 
need  never  be  changed,  and  I  say  it  with  all  the 
strength  of  conviction.  If  well  and  zealously 
carried  out  the  body  and  hackle  of  this  famous  fly 
will  be  found  equal  to  all  ordinary  emergencies. 
JBut  have  a  few  spare  dozens  always  in  your  book, 
whose  coats  are  "built"  according  to  my  suggestions, 
for  occasional  use  only.  Indeed,  the  fly  fisher  who 
uses  on  his  cast  G.  Glory  proper  for  the  point  fly, 
G.  G.  with  woodcock  wings  for  middle  fly,  and  G.  G. 
with  starling  wings  for  top  dropper,  will  be  able  to 
go  everywhere.  At  times  he  may  place  the  wood- 
cock wing  in  the  place  of  honour,  as  when  the  March 
Brown  is  up.— Yovirs  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

P.S. — Since  writing  this  letter,  I  have  just  read 
"  Val  Conson's  "  bright  and  valuable  Uttle  paper. 
So  I  have  one  more  disciple  in  "  Val  Conson  " — and 
in  "  Your  Eminence  "  I  have  a  still  older  one,  so 
far  as  the  value  of  these  delightful  little  "  doubles  " 
is  concerned.  How  pleasant  it  is  to  find  that  one 
has  written  all  these  years  concerning  them,  and 
that  "  after  many  days  "  their  merits  are  being 
recognised  by  experts  such  as  "  Val  Conson  "  and 
"  Piscator  Major."  But  again  I  say  they  are  not 
meant  for  universal  use. 


IF  ONE  FLY,  AND  ONE  ONLY. 

Dear  Sib,— As  you  are  good  enough  to  say  that 
you  would  be  interested  in  my  opinion  on  this  ques- 
tion, I  have  much  pleasure  in  acceding  to  your 
request.  Let  me  first  say  that  if  I  had  to  select 
three  flies  I  should  unhesitatingly  pin  my  faith  on 
those  you  have  mentioned — namely,  gold-ribbed 
Hare's  Ear,  Wickham,  and  Olive.  But  I  should 
not  put  the  Wickham  first,  because,  in  spite  of  its 
undeniable  attractions,  I  always  find  greater  plea- 
sure in  kilhng  fish  with  some  pattern  which  approxi- 
mates to  the  natural  fUes  on  the  water  than  with  a 
purely  fancy  production.  The  supreme  charm  of 
dry-fly  fishing  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  an  imitative 
and  deceptive  art.  I  like,  as  far  as  possible,  to  meet 
the  fish  on  their  own  terms,  and  outwit  them.  For 
these  reasons  I  give  my  verdict  for  either  the  Olive 
or  Hare's  Ear.  If  by  "  Olive  "  we  are  allowed  to 
imderstand  all  the  gradations  of  light,  medium,  and 
dark,  we  really  have  a  class  of  flies,  one  or  other  of 
which  may  be  found  on  the  water  almost  every  day 
of  the  season  on  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  So  that 
in  selecting  one  fly,  and  one  only,  my  choice  would 
fall  on  the  Hare's  Ear,  which  admits  of  Uttle  varia- 
tion except  as  to  size,  but  within  this  limitation 
fairly  represents  some  of  the  duns.  Another  reason 
why  I  select  this  fly  is  that  I  find  it  by  far  the  best 
fly  to  use  when  fish  are  "  bulging."  There  are  times 
when  every  fish  in  the  river  seems  to  be  bulging,  and 
ignoring  flies  on  the  surface ;  and  as  everyone 
knows,  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  a  bag  under  these 
conditions.  Still,  I  have  had  a  few  really  good  days 
on  the  Hare's  Ear,  floated  cockily  over  the  roving 
fish.  And  in  thinking  over  the  sport  of  the  last  few 
seasons,  I  am  reminded  that  I  nearly  always  put  up 
this  fly  first,  and  continue  to  use  it  until  some  defi- 
nite hatch  of  fly  suggests  that  a  change  is  advisable. 
— Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Hall. 

'  Dear  Sir,  —  You  ask  fishermen  to  give  the 
name  of  the  most  killing  fly  in  their  experience. 
I  have  noticed  that  when  a  fisherman  starts  first 
and  becomes  successful,  whatever  fly  he  kills  his  first 
fish  with,  he  generally  in  after  days  has  an  inkling 
for  this  fly.  But  of  course  it  is  unfair  for  one  county 
to  make  out  that  their  flies  are  the  best  of  any.  Many 
fishermen  come  into  Devon,  and  the  small  flies  they 
use  a  genuine  Devonian  would  not  look  at,  and  I  for 
one  feel  (and  know)  that  if  by  chance  a  Jib.  trout 


should  get  attached  to  them  a  slight  twist  of  their 
tail  in  the  running  stickles  and  they  are  gone.  ■  So  I 
may  suggest  that  the  various  counties  may  state 
their  most  favourite  artificial  fly. 

As  for  N.  Devon,  well,  fifty  years'  personal  and 
many  years  of  forefathers'  experiences  may  be  a 
consideration  to  state  a  favourite,  and  in  Cutcliffe's 
book  on  "  Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams"  the 
dressing  of  the  fly  may  be  seen  (page  203,  No.  27). 

But,  sir,  the  difficulty  has  been  to  effectually 
make  it  correct,  and  becavise  of  the  carelessness  of 
fly  tiers  in  not  preserving  birds  of  the  various  shades, 
these  colours  are  practically  extinct.  It  is  made  of 
good  hare's  flax  exactly  as  the  Hare's  Flax  Palmer 
is  t'made,  but  with  narrow  silver  tinsel  (oval)  and  a 
hackle  to  match,  not  red  but  brown. 

In  many  old  books  it  is  made  with  red  hackles  or 
red  with  a  black  centre  ;  this  feather  is  now  very 
difficult  to  obtain.  Others  claim  hare's  flax,  blue 
hackle,  and  gold  twist,  but  I  may  say  I  plump  hard 
and  fast  for  that  fly  with  the  brown  hackle,  silver 
tinsel,  and  hare's  flax  body. — Yours  truly, 

Barnstaple.  J.  RowE. 


THE  ABOLITION  OF  RUDYARD  KIPLING. 

Dear  Sib, — It  must  be  distressing  to  those  who, 
in  an  ignorant  and  weak-minded  way,  have  been 
wont  to  admire  Rudyard  KipUng,  and  to  see  in  him, 
or  to  tlunk  they  saw  in  him,  a  writer  of  observation, 
insight,  and  imagination,  to  see  the  object  of  their 
reverence  smashed  before  their  eyes.  For  it  is  im- 
possible that  his  reputation  can  ever  recover  from 
the  pulverising  it  has  received  at  the  hands  of  Mr. 
L.  F.  Brown  in  "  Spm-ious  Writings  about  Angling 
and  Nature  "  in  Forest  and  Stream.  Let  us  cover 
our  faces  and  bow  before  the  rod  of  his  wrath, 
meekly  murmuring,  not  as  a  defence,  but  as  an 
excuse  for  Mr.  KipUng,  that  he  is  a  mere  English 
poet  and  does  not  write  in  the  great  American 
language,  and  suggesting  mildly  that  since  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  which  separated  us 
from  Mr.  Brown,  the  meanings  of  many  words  in 
ErigUsh  have  imdergone  a  change  which  may  have 
rendered  them  unintelligible  to  Mr.  Brown.  Poor 
R.  K.  !  Peace  be  to  his  hashes.  The  end  of  his 
career  has  come,  and  he  can  never  look  his  deceived 
reader  in  the  face  again. — Yours  sadly, 

Stroke  (Capt.), 

P.S. — Yet  it  is  wonderful  how  compensations  are 
provided  by  the  inscrutable  mercies  of  Providence. 
To  every  cloud  its  silver  lining.  If  we  have  lost 
our  Kipling,  we  have  gained  our  Brown.  Believing 
that  indignatio  jacit  versus,  we  doubt  not  that  a  true 
poet  has  appeared  who  will  show  us  how  the  thing 
reallv  should  be  done. 

P.P.S.— What  is  the  matter  with  "Red  Gods"  ? 
Should  it  have  been  Brown  ? 


THE  EX-KIPLING. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  the  painful  exposure  of  this 
once  respected  but  now — thank  Heaven  ! — detected 
impostor,  it  must  have  been  in  the  minds  of  many 
that  something  must  be  done  to  mark  the  indig- 
nation with  which  these  painful  revelations  have 
been  received.  I  have  endeavoured  to  throw  the 
course  of  procedure  which  I  should  suggest  into  the 
following  verses  : — 

Have  you  read  the  scorching  article  in  Forest  and 
in  Stream 

With  the  raw,  rough,  galling  word-bangs  at  the 
end, 

Fulminations  culminating  in  a  simply  piercing 

scream 

At  the  man  we  used  to  think  of  as  a  friend  ? 
We  must  hie  us  off  to  Sussex  with  resolve  upon  • 
our  faces 

To  a  certain  Rudyard  Kipling  that  we  know. 
And  bid  him  skip  the  Kosmos,  leaving  neither  lines  I 
nor  traces,  ^ 
For  Brown  has  called  him  names,  and  he  must  go.  i; 
He  must  go,  go,  go  away  from  here, 

On  the  other  side  of— well — he's  overdue.  J 
"Send  you  racing  streams  of  water  in  the', 
blackened  timber  quarter. 
Which  the  Brown  Gods  stoke  for  you." 
Subscriptions  of  5s.  each  from  all  who  would  Uke 
to  participate  in  this  great  national  movement  can 
be  sent  to  the  undersigned,  care  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
E.C. — Yours  truly,         John  P.  Robinson, 

^  Colonel,  Bungtown  Fencibles. 

THE  "  BANKS  "  IMPROVED  "  PRIEST." 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  with  this  a  couple 
of  improved  "  priests  " — the  one  as  a  "  disgorger  " 
and  the  other  as  a  "  bodkin."  I  have  no  doubt  many 
fishermen  have  experienced  the  loss  of  these  small 
articles  just  at  the  time  they  required  them  most. 
Whilst  these  may  not  be  quite  so  fine  in  the  wire, 
they  may  answer  the  purpose,  and  will  not  be  so 
readily  mislaid  and  lost  sight  of.    Your  kind  men- . 


tion  of  the  "priest"  I  sent  you  before  has  resulted 
in  many  applications  for  them  from  all  parts  of 
England  and  Wales.    These  improved  ones  will  hok 
sold  for  the  same  amount — tliat  is,  4d.  post  paid.-^" 
Yours  truly,  C.  McPherson. 

62,  High-street,  Southampton,  Oct.  24. 

[Mr.  Banks's  suggestion  has  evidently  been 
appreciated  by  anglers.  In  the  samples  Mr. 
McPherson  sends  now  the  handle-end  is  made  into 
a  disgorger  or  a  bodkin.  The  latter  would  be  too 
dangerous  to  carry  in  the  pocket,  but  a  blunt  dis- 
gorger could  do  no  injury,  and  is  often  most  useful. — 
Ed.]   

FISHING  IN  THE  WRONG  PLACE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  often  seen  anglers  fishing  in  a 
river  containing  perch,  chub,  barbel,  bream,  roach, 
dace,  etc.,  where  there  were  none  to  be  caught. 
They  were  too  far  down  stream.  In  a  tidal  river 
there  is  a  point  below  which  none  of  these  fish  will 
go.  These  anglers  did  not  know  this  simple  fact, 
and  on  several  occasions  the  day  was  lost  to  them, 
for,  being  Sunday,  there  was  no  train  back  to  the 
next  station  up  stream,  where  they  might  have  had 
good  sport.  In  a  tidal  river  there  is  a  particular 
swim,  where  one  may  catch  bream  and  roach  for 
certain,  but  seldom  below  it ;  five  or  six  miles  up 
stream  one  can  try  for  pike,  chub,  or  dace,  and 
still  further  up  for  perch,  tench,  and  barbel.  It  all 
depends  upon  the  size  Of  the  river.  In  large  rivers 
salmon,  lampreys,  flounders,  odd  sturgeon,  and 
even  dolphin  will  ascend  to  where  all  the  above- 
named  flsh  can  be  caught.  The  other  day  I  saw  a 
fine  sea  lamprey  lying  dead  which  had  come  up  the 
Ouse  as  far  as  Houghton  Mill.  The  Kent  Stour,  for 
instance,  is  not  a  large  river,  yet  the  late  Mr.  King 
once  shot  a  dolphin  in  the  neck  near  Grove  Ferry  ; 
it  was  4ft.  in  length  and  weighed  401b.  As  a  rule, 
there  are  certain  reaches  that  it  is  well  known 
certain  fish  affect  more  than  others,  and  the  angler 
should  not  fail  to  try  them.  One  swim  is  good  for 
barbel,  another  for  bream,  and  another  for  roach. 
In  the  swim  affected  by  the  bream  no  barbel 
could  be  caught  if  fished  for  a  month,  and  in  the 
swim  for  chub  one  could  not  catch  roach,  and  so  on.  ( 
A  stranger-angler  should  get  to  know  exactly  where  i 
these  swims  are  situated — tjke  point  where  scarcely! 
anything  but  flounders  and  very  small  eels  arei 
caught  in  a  tidal  river— no  matter  how  one  angles  orj 
with  what  bait,  and  so  save  himself  uimecessaryl 
trouble  and  expense.— Yours  truly,  J 

Split  Shot.  I 


BORN  AN  ANGLER. 

Dear  Sib, — The  recent  notice  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  the  late  Dr.  Hamilton's  delight  with  his 
grandson's  catching  a  lib.  trout,  reminds  me  of  an 
episode  which  happened  to  a  boy  of  my  acquain- 
tance many  years  ago.  He  was  bom  at  the  sea- 
side, and  the  art  of  catching  eels  and  dabs  with  a 
bent  pin  (Scottice  :  preen)  came  in  with  his  mother's; 
milk.  There  was  a  pool  in  a  stream  about  a  mile  ' 
and  a-half  from  his  home  celebrated  for  holding) 
large  trout,  and  he  tried  in  vain  to  get  the  bigger) 
boys  who  told  him  about  the  pool  to  take  him  with  ■ 
them  when  they  went  there  to  fish,  saying  it  was  too 
far  for  so  yomig  a  boy  as  he,  being  rather  under 
than  over  six.  He  was  not  to  be  denied,  however, 
and  one  morning  found  him  at  the  edge  of  the  pool 
with  hook  and  line  and  worm,  and  rod  of  hazel-shoot, 
got  in  the  wood.  He  dropped  the  worm  into  the 
pool,  and  it  was  seized  immediately  by  a  big  trout, 
and  it  became  a  question  whether  he  was  to  pull  the 
trout  out  or  the  trout  to  pull  him  in.  He  struggled 
manfully,  however,  but  it  came  out  of  the  water 
"with  a  bang,  and  got  entangled  in  the  branches  of  a 
tree  above  his  head.  Determined  not  to  lose  the 
fish  after  all  his  trouble,  he  mounted  the  tree  and 
crawled  out  to  the  branch  the  trout  was  entangled 
in,  secured  it  in  the  inside  of  his  jacket,  and  got 
safely  down  the  tree.  He  carried  the  trout  home  in 
triumph,  but,  alas !  when  he  told  his  story,  the 
parental  whacking  was  something  never  to  be  for- 
gotten. He  has  been  an  enthusiastic  angler  all  his 
life,  and  this  happened  seventy-seven  years  ago. 
One  creel  he  told  me  about  contained  thirty-nine 
trout,  weighing  561b.  One  season  he  had  three 
salmon  which  weighed  exactly  lOOlb.  Recently  he 
was  fishing  on  a  loch  with  no  success,  as  although 
the  trout  were  rising  pretty  freely,  from  the  absence 
of  wind  they  would  not  look  at  the  usual  large-sized 
loch  flies.  He  found  in  his  fly-book  a  cast  made  of 
single  horse-hair  with  small  grey  gnat  fUes.  This  he 
put  on  his  line,  and  soon  had  an  opportunity  of 
dropping  over  a  big  fish.  It  was  immediately  seized, 
and,  fortunately,  having  an  easy-going  reel  about 
20  yards  of  line  were  quickly  run  out,  and  at  the 
end  of  fifteen  minutes  most  exciting  sport,  the  trout 
was  safely  netted.  It  weighed  21b.  l^oz.  He  told 
me  he  had  used  the  cast  on  the  Tweed,  and  that  it 
was  twenty  years  old.  Horse-hair  must,,  therefore, 
have  a  longer  life  than  gut. — Yours  truly,, Senex. 

Edinburgh.  -      _  ^  


November  7,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


283 


NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  291.] 

The  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fisliing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHING 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstau's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the 
Publishers,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to 
whom  all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  Ws.  6d. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto         . .       5s.  id. 

Three  Months       ditto  ditto         . .       2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage     . .        . .      12s.  6d. 
Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   £7    7  0 

Half  Page   3150 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page   1    5  o 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

AdDertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  7,  1903.; 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 


Losing  Salmon  through  Hook  Drawing  from 
THE  Fly. 

A  correspondent,  Glanrhos,"  mentioned 
recently  the  loss  of  a  salmon  through  the  hook 
drawing  out  of  the  fly.  I  asked  one  or  two 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  if  they  had  had 
this  experience.    Mr.  A.  W.  Stone  writes  :  — ■ 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Yes,  I  have  lost  a 
salmon  through  the  hook  drawing  out  of  the  fly. 
It  was  in  1887,  and  I  had  a  dozen  flies  tied  locally 
to  my  pattern.  The  first  (and  last)  of  these  rose 
me  a  fish,  which  I  hooked  and  lost  almost  at  once, 
but  the  funniest  thing  was  I  went  on  fishing  through 
the  pool  without  looking  at  the  fly ;  shortly 
afterwards  I  felt  a  smart  pull,  but  nothing  came  of 
it,  and  when  I  examined  the  fly  as  I  commenced 
reeling  up  I  found  the  hook  missing,  but  most  of  the 
feathers  and  hackle  stiU  there.  Since  then  I  have 
always  used  eyed  hooks. — Yours  truly, 

"  Alfred  W.  Stone." 

I  believe  eyed  hooks  for  salmon  flies  are  becoming 
more  generally  used  every  year.  They  prolong  the 
life  of  the  fly  indefinitely,  and  I  often  wonder  why 
they  are  not  made  Limerick  pattern  and  japanned 
black  Uke  the  orthodox  salmon  fly  with  gut  eye. 
The  metal  eye  should  be  not  too  small,  and  per- 
fectly smooth.  Whether  it  turns  up  or  down  is  not 
of  much  importance  ;  one  hooks  as  well  as  the  other 
probably. 


"  RUSTICUS." 

I  regret  to  hear  of  the  death,  in  his  seventy-ninth 
year,  of  Mr.  W.  Fry,  who  for  twenty-five  years  wrote 
occasionally  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  country  sport 
and  country  hfe  under  the  name  of  "  Rusticus." 
There  was  always  a  pleasantly  true  sporting  ring  in 
Mr.  Fry's  writings,  but  they  were  chiefly  of  sport  as 
it  was  in  the  middle  of  Queen  Victoria's  reign  or 
earUer.  He  was  born  at  Newbury,  knew  the 
Kennet  Valley  well,  and  was  a  very  keen  sportsman 
with  both  rod  and  gun  ;  in  fact,  when  quite  a  small 
boy  he  used  to  accompany  his  uncle,  an  artist  of 
Newbury,   on  sporting  expeditions.    For  nearly 


twenty  years  Mr.  Fry  was  in  the  printing  office  of 
the  Times,  but  had  long  given  up  work,  and  for  many 
years  was  paralysed,  but  writing  occasionally  for 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  Field,  and  Land  and  Water 
gave  him  great  pleasure,  and  I  am  sure  many  of  lus 
readers  also. 

Homer  as  an  Angler. 
That  is  a  catchy  heading.  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  of 
the  Gresham,  and  so  well  known  as  a  record-breaking 
bait  caster  and  good  all-round  angler,  called  on  me 
the  other  day  to  show  me  one  or  two  little  inven- 
tions which  Mr.  W.  F.  Homer,  the  fishing  tackle 
maker,  of  153,  Forest  Lane,  Forest  Gate,  London, 
E.,  is  bringing  out.  Mr.  Emery  tells  me  that  Mr. 
Homer  is  one  of  the  cleverest  men  he  ever  met  at 
carrying  out  any  new  idea  in  connection  with  the 
angler's  equipment,  and  is  moreover  a  good  prac- 
tical angler  himself.  I  shall  give  an  illustrated 
notice  of  one  or  two  of  his  inventions  presently. 
Mr.  Emery  also  showed  me  some  ingenious  new 
little  inventions  and  adaptations  of  his  own,  in- 
cluding a  capital  method  of  spinning  a  bait  from 
the  tail,  and  a  roach  float  made  with  a  plug  top  and 
hollow,  the  Une  passing  through  it.  I  like  the  look 
of  it.  The  float  is  difficult  to  make,  and  the  price 
has  to  be  9d.  Mr.  Homer  makes  them.  More 
heavy  fish  have  been  lost  through  the  breaking 
of  spUt  rings  or  brass  rings  just  soldered  shghtly 
together  than  from  any  other  cause.  Probably  the 
fishing  tackle  makers  rather  like  these  feeble  attach- 
ments, which  look  so  strong,  as  they  think  it  means 
more  baits  to  be  bought.  If  they  all  used  the  steel 
S  hooks  such  as  Mr.  Emery  uses  there  would  be  no 
loss  of  fish  from  this  cause.  If  anglers  refused  to 
buy  spoons  and  other  baits  with  the  hooks  fixed  on 
with  spUt  rings,  the  makers  would  soon  give  up 
using  them.  A  spHt  ring  soldered  all  round  after  it 
is  put  on  is  not  so  bad,  but  even  then  it  is  only  half 
as  strong  as  it  looks. 


Natural  Hackles. 
In  noticing  some  well-made  flies  sent  to  me  by 
Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
Leeds,  I  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  lack-lustre 
look  about  some  of  the  hackles,  and  asked  if  good 
natural  hackles  were  extinct  in  Yorkshire.  Mr. 
Miller  now  sends  me  some  Reds,  Honey  Duns,  Blues, 
and  Gingers,  which  are  much  better,  having  more 
gloss  and  "  go  "  in  them.  A  dull,  flabby  hackle  is 
to  be  avoided,  except  for  special  purposes. 


Snake  Rings  said  to  Make  the  Line  Kink. 

Mr.  OUver  Procter  some  weeks  ago  referred 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  snake  rings  causing  kinking 
in  the  spinning  line,  also  to  the  fans  on  a  spinning 
bait  causing  the  bait  to  spin  in  the  air.  Every 
spinner  has  doubtless  noticed  his  bait  spin  in  the 
air  under  certain  conditions. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Mar.ston, — I  have  gone  into  the 
kinking  matter  thoroughly  with  a  Theaker  pike-Une, 
and  also  a  '  Slater  '  special  undressed  pike  spinning 
line  on  one  of  his  10ft.  spinning  rods  with  snake 
rings.  I  am  now  quite  certain  that  the  rings  give 
the  twist,  and  that  this  is  increased  when  casting  a 
long  way  against  a  strong  wind,  with  a  bank,  trees, 
or  rocks  immediately  behind  you,  causing  the  throw 
to  be  higher  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  I 
am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Hobbs,  and  quite  agree 
with  him  ;  also  to  my  old  friend  Mr.  Gray,  whom  I 
have  lost  sight  of  and  would  be  glad  to  hear  from. 
We  have  had  a  good  run  of  salmon  this  year  here  up 
the  Lime,  after  seven  years  of  scarcity,  though  the 
constant  travelUng  waters  of  this  past  month  have 
been  sadly  against  fishing.  If  the  spawning  grounds 
above  are  left  alone,  the  Lune  will  again  in  a  few 
years  be  as  it  used  to  be — very  good,  and  enough  for 
all.  I  fear  that  '  many  a  fish  will  fight  and  die 
unseen,  wasting  its  struggles  on  the  midnight  air,' 
alas  ! — Yours  sincerely,      "  Oliver  Procter." 

If  Mr.  Procter  is  correct  in  his  view  that  snake 
rings  impart  a  twist  to  the  line  in  passing  through 
them,  will  not  his  discovery  be  very  useful  ?  For 
instance,  in  casting  from  the  Malloch  reel  or  with 
Mr.  Cowburn's  simple  and  cheap  "  caster,"  which  I 
noticed  last  week,  a  twist  is  imparted  to  the  line. 
If  snake  rings  do  the  same,  they  might  be  made  to  act 
the  reverse  way,  and  so  take  out  the  twist.  I  con- 
fess I  was  surprised  to  hear  that  Mr.  Procter's 
experiments  leave  no  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to  the 
snake  rings  causing  kinking.  It  looks  as  if  they 
acted  on  the  Une  like  the  spiral  grooves  in  the  rifle 
which  give  a  twist  to  the  bullet.  It  is  a  most 
interesting'  question. 


Selected  Fly. 

"  Dunannii,  Petersfield, 
"  Hants,  Oct.  31,  1903. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  would  propose  that  the 
original  question  be  altered  and  enlarged  to,  '  If 
you  were  restricted  to  the  use  of  one  fly  and  to  two 
forms  of  that  fly,  one  a  winged  and  the  other  a 
hackle,  and  to  one  pattern  only  of  the  winged  and 
of  the  hackle  form,  what  fly  would  you  use  ?  '  Do 
you  think  the  above  conditions  would  suit  Mr.  "  Val 
Conson's"  requirements  ?  The  pattern  of  the  gold- 
ribbed  Hare's  Ear  that  I  use,  and  I  use  no  other,  is 
Mr.  Halford's  pattern. — Yours  truly, 

"  T.  Wentworth  Falconer."- 

Mr.  "  Val  Conson  "  says  :  — 

"  Mr.  Wentworth  Falconer's  suggestion  is  an 
interesting  one,  but  I  think  the  question  might  be 
amended  as  follows  :  '  If  you  were  restricted  to  the 
use  of  one  artificial  fly,  and  to  two  dressings  of  that 
fly,  one  a  winged  and  the  other  a  hackled  dressing, 
what  fly  would  you  use  ?  '  But  I  should  prefer  the 
question  to  be  put  into  the  following  form  :  (1)  To 
dry-fly  fishermen  :  If  you  were  restricted  to  the  use 
of  one  dressing  of  an  artificial  fly,  what  dressing 
would  you  select  ?  (2)  To  wet-fly  fishermen  :  A 
similar  question.  (3)  To  fishermen  using  both 
styles  :  If  you  were  restricted  to  the  use  of  one 
artificial  fly  in  two  dressings,  one  for  use  dry  and 
the  other  for  use  wet  (either  winged  or  hackled), 
what  fly  would  you  select  ?  If  you  took  a  dozen 
diSerent  dressers,  they  would  make  a  dozen  different 
patterns  of  Mr.  Halford's  gold-ribbed  Hare's  Ear."- 

Capture  of  a  25lb.  Pike. 
Every  angler  is  glad  to  hear  of  the  capture  of  a 
fine  pike,  and  I  congratulate  Mr.  Wright  on  getting 
such  a  fine  river  fish.    They  are  not  often  taken  that 
size  in  our  rivers. 

"  Lydney,  Glos.,  Nov.  2. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  it  will  interest  some  of 
your  readers  to  know  that  while  fishing  in  the 
river  Wye  at  Monmouth  recently  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  hook  and  land  a  pike  weighing,  after 
being  killed  five  hours,  251b. ;  it  was  22in.  round 
and  3ft.  8in.  long,  and  was  caught  on  .Jardine  snap 
tackle  with  live  bait. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  W.  H.  Wright.". 

Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  and 
Gresham  Clubs,  is  to  read  a  paper,  entitled,  "Some 
Notes  and  Observations  on  Fly  Fishing,"  at  the 
Gresham  meeting  on  Nov.  24.  I  remember  getting 
some  useful  hints  from  Mr.  Chatterton's  "  Essay  on 
Fly  Fishing  "  pubUshed  twenty-five  years  ago. 

The  Bye-Law  against  Trailing  in  the  Thames. 

Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell,  K.C.,  takes  the  view  I  do 
as  regards  this  bye-law.  No  one  who  fishes  from  a 
boat  or  punt  is  now  safe  from  being  prosecuted  for 
breaking  the  absurdly-worded  bye-law. 

"  Dear  Marston, — The  Thames  Conservancy 
bye-law  on  traiUng  is  so  ambiguous  that  if  it  is  to 
be  enforced  by  magistrates  it  mil  soon  become  the 
subject  of  vexatious  prosecutions  and  fines.  The 
intention  no  doubt  is  good,  but  the  wording  is 
ridiculous — '  No  person  shall  allow  any  .  .  . 
bait  or  hook,  natural  or  artificial,  to  be  drawn  or 
trailed  from  any  vessel  on  the  river  Thames.'  All 
methods  of  fishing  in  a  current,  except  perhaps 
'  floating  down  a  swim,'  are  either  drawing  or 
traihng.  The  bye-law  is  silent  as  to  what  the  boat 
may  be  doing  ;  hence  it  is  probably  appUcable  to 
any  vessel  whether  propelled,  drifting,  or  moored. 
Thus  a  live  bait  from  a  moored  punt  is  being 
'  trailed,'  a  spinning  bait  is  '  drawn  '  ;  even  a  ledger 
may  be  strictly  said  to  be  '  trailed,'  and  perhaps  a 
wet-fly  is  '  drawn.' 

"  Of  course  an  expert  fisherman  knows  that 
'  trailing  '  is  intended  to  mean  what  in  loch  fishing 
is  called  '  troUing '  :  that  would  be  from  a  boat 
which  is  being  propelled.  Harling  is  out  of  the 
question  on  the  Thames,  as  the  stream  is  not  strong 
enough,  except  just  below  a  weir,  but  it  would  be 
done  by  '  traiUng  '  baits  from  a  boat. 

"  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  the  intention  on 
framing  the  bye-law  was  to  prevent  the  '  towing  ' 
of  spinning  baits  from  boats  under  way.  Why 
could  not  the  King's  EngUsh  be  put  into  the  bye- 
law.  Anyway,  as  it  stands,  this  bye-law  is 
dangerous  to  all  who  go  afloat  to  fish  otherwise  than 
with  a  float  or  a  paternoster.  A  summons  is  a  poor  - 
sequel  to  a  winter  day's  spinning  for  pike. 

'■  W.  Baden-Powell.'! 
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Mr;  E.  M.  Tod  and  the  Edinburgh  Trout 
Anglers'  Club. 

The  Edinburgh  Trout  Anglers'  Club  have,  I  am 
glad  to  see,  done  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  the  honour  of  elect- 
ing him  an  honorary  member,  and  have  enhanced 
the  value  of  the  compUment  by  the  very  pleasant 
manner  in  which  the  decision  of  the  members  was 
communicated  to  him,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  copy  of  the  hon.  secretary's  letter  : — 
"  Trout  Anglers'  Club,  24,  Rutland-street, 
Edinburgh,  Oct.  31,  1903. 

"  My  dear  Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  at  our  general  meeting,  held  last  night, 
you  were,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Andrew  Smith,  W.S., 
unanimously  elected  an  honorary  member  of  our 
club,  and  as  such  entitled  to  all  its  rights  and  privi- 
leges (except  voting  at  meetings). 

"  .trust,  sir,  you  will  accept  this  as  a  sUght 
recognition  of  thegreatvalue  your  literary  and  other 
work  has  been  to  anglers.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  our 
i-ules,  and  hope  you  will  find  the  club-house  of  some 
use.— Yours  faithfully,        "James  Watson, 

"  E.  M.  Tod,  Esq.".  Hon.  Sec. 

If  a  prophet  gets  no  honour  in  his  own  country 
an  angler  often  does,  and  Mr.  Tod  has  of  course 
accepted  the  compliment  such  a  body  of  good 
anglers  have  paid  him. 

A  Capital  New  Book  on  Angling  in  Scandinavia. 

One  of  the  pleasantest  books  of  reminiscences  of 
sport  which  I  have  read  for  a  long  time  is  Mr.  E.  B. 
Kennedy's    "  Thirty  Seasons    in  Scandinavia," 
which  has  just  been  published  by  Mr.  Edwara 
Arnold.    Mr.  Kennedy  dedicates  his  book  to  his 
wife..   A  good  wife  is  the  best  thing  an  angler  can 
have,  and  if,  like  Mrs.  Kennedy,  she  likes  angling 
and  does  not  mind  roughing  it,  "the  angler  is  indeed 
"  complete."    Mr.  Kennedy's  experience  extends 
over  thirty  years,  and  relates  to  salmon,  sea-trout, 
trout,  char,  and  grayling  fishing,  as  well  as  to 
shooting— though  there  is  not  much  of  the  latter. 
He  writes  in  a  pleasant,  modest  manner,  and  I  feel 
sure  the  reader  will  not  need  to  be  told  that  the 
weights  of  fish  mentioned  are  those  recorded  by  his 
"  steelyard."    By  the  term  "  steelyard  "  I  presume 
Mr.  Kennedy  really  means  a  spring- balance,  as  he 
would  hardly  carry  a  steelyard  proper  on  angling  ex- 
cursions. There  are  few  Scandinavian  districts  which 
Mr.  Kennedy  has  not  fished,  and  fished  successfully. 
He  gives  some  capital  accounts  of  sport,  also 
accounts  of  adventures  which  might  easily  have  had 
a  fatal  ending,  and  some  comical  ones.    Mr.  Ken- 
nedy's testimony  proves  I  think  conclusively  that 
grayhng  in  Scandinavia  do  not  grow  larger  than  in 
this  country — in  fact,  we  have  authentic  accounts  of 
English  fish  larger  than  any  trustworthy  records 
from  Scandinavia.    I  must  refer  to  this  book  again 
presently,  and  can  strongly  recommend  it  as  the 
work  of  a  real  sportsman. 

I  notice  Mr.  Kennedy's  experience  with  wire 
traces  is  so  unsatisfactory  that  he  will  never  use 
them  again.  R.  B.  Marston. 
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fano)  and  salmon,  up  to  4  centimetres  in  length 
(about  Uin.) :— "  The  best  food  to  employ  with  this 
method  is  milt.  Milt  is  the  best  food  for  fry  of 
salmonidse."-  Ox  milt  answers  best,  though  calf 
milt  can  be  used  to  begin  with  for  smaller  quan- 
tities of  fry.  The  milt  is  prepared  by  removing  the 
skin  and  then  passing  it  through  a  meat-mincing 
machine  with  sharp  knives  and  finest  grater  (1  milU- 
metre).  The  milt  brew  or  paste  is  then  spread  very 
thinly  on  the  outside  of  a  common  earthenware 
flower-pot  (unglazed,  and  as  rough  as  can  be  got). 
The  pot  is  then  suspended  bottom  upwards  in  the 
fry-feeding  box.  (See  illustration.)  The  milt  does 
not  wash  off  or  dissolve. 

The  fry  should  be  fed  in  this  way  (as  aheady  men 
tioned)  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  swim  against  the 
current  and  near  the  surface,  and  will  be  found  to 
nibble  away  at  the  milt  on  the  pot  soon  after  it 
is  put  in  the  water  until  all  is  eaten,  when  more  must 
be  put  on.  For  feeding  great  quantities  of  fry  this 
will  be  found  the  simplest  and  best  method.  One 
attendant  can  feed  up  to  150,000  fry.  for  which,  to 
begin  with,  two  fine  ox  milts  will  be  required  daily, 
after  eight  days  the  fish  will  want  more.  For  feed- 
ing in  fry- boxes  in  this  way— that  is,  where  great 
masses  of  fry  are  fed  in  a  small  space— only  the  best 
well- oxygenated  water  must  be  used,  which  does 
not  grow  algfe  or  rise  in  temperature  above  12deg.  R. 
(about  60deg.  Fahrenheit).  The  milt  must,  of  course, 
be  kept  perfectly  fresh  on  ice. 

The  greatest  advantage  which  this  new  method 
offers  is  that  fry,  without  loss,  can  be  fed  to  4  centi- 
metre size  in  fry-boxes  or  troughs  ;  this  (says  Herr 
Linke)  was  previously  impossible.  Fish-breeding 
estabhshments  well  supplied  with  spring  water 
where  the  fry  begin  to  feed  as  early  as  February  will 


Floweb-Pot  smeared  with  Milt  and  suspended 
IN  Tank  with  Fry. 
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A  NEW  METHOD  OP  FEEDING  TROUT  FRY. 

In  the  Oct.  15  number  of  the  Allgemeine  Fischere.i- 
Zeitung  there  is  a  description  of  a  new  method  of 
feeding  the  fry  of  salmonidae,  which  appears  to  be 
well  worth  the  attention  of  our  fish-breeders  ;  it  is 
described  as  patented  in  Germany  and  other  coun- 
tries, and  is  the  invention  of  the  well-known  fish- 
breeder  Herr  Rudolf  Linke,  of  Tharandt,  who 
grants  licences  for  the  use  of  his  method  at  the  rate 
of  10s.  for  20,000  fry. 

Herr  Linke,  in  an  introductory  note,  says  that 
although  it  has  been  found  easy  enough  to'  rear  a 
very  large  percentage  of  rainbow  trout  fry  to  a  size 
of  4  centimetres  (about  l|-in.)  by  feeding  on  pow- 
dered Uver,  there  has  always  been  great  loss  with  the 
fry  of  salmon,  common  trout,  and  all  kinds  of 
European  salmonidae,  which,  he  says,  died  of  star- 
vation when  fed  in  this  way. 

The  new  method  consists  in  spreading  the  food 
on  the  outside  of  a  rough  flower-pot,  and  hanging 
the  latter  in  the  trough  with  the  fry  as  soon  as  the 
latter  begin  to  face  the  stream  and  swim  near  the 
surface — that  is,  when  the  contents  of  the  yolk  sac 
is  exhausted  the  fish  require  extraneous  fdod. 

By  this  method  it  is  perfectly  easy  to  feed  the  fry 
of  all  kinds  of  salmonidae — especially  trout  (Salmo 


get  the  best  results  with  this  method,  as  they  are 
able  as  early  as  April  to  turn  out  fry  3^  to  4  centi- 
metres long  into  the  fry  ponds.  Another  great 
advantage  is  its  cleanUness  ;  no  food  is  lost  and  the 
apparatus  is  easily  kept  clean.  Even  in  cloudy 
water  feeding  can  be  carried  on,  as  it  is  always  under 
control  however  much  is  eaten. 

After  feeding  the  fry  in  the  boxes  until  they  are 
from  3|-  to  4  centimetres  long,  they  can  then  be 
turned  into  the  fry-tanks  or  ponds,  where  the  milt- 
feeding  is  continued  for  a  time  by  placing  pots  with 
milt  at  different  points  in  the  pond,  especially  near 
the  inflow  and  outflow.  The  pot  should  be  sus- 
pended about  10  to  20  centimetres  under  the  surface 
and  the  food  renewed  daily.  In  this  way,  in  a  pond 
5  yards  by  20  yards  in  size,  6000  to  10,000  fry  can 
be  fed,  and  will  grow  on  an  average  from  5  to 
8  centimetres  in  from  eight  to  ten  weeks.  To  spare 
the  milt  from  5  to  20  per  cent,  of  fish-meal  can  be 
gradually  added.  (Herr  Linke  recommends  the 
"Mark  Fein"  quality  of  the  Geestemiinder  Fisch- 
mehlf  abrik. ) 

When  the  httle  fish  are  about  6  centimetres  long 
they  should  be  fed  also  with  fine  fish-meal  freshly 
cooked,  blood,  and  sea-fish  roe  grated  very  finely  and 
made  into  a  dough.  The  best  way  to  give  this  food 
is  to  suspend  it  under  water  near  the  pots  in  a  sort 
of  basket  made  of  tin  with  coarse  shts  in  the  bottom ; 
the  dough  or  paste  in  httle  balls  is  pressed  so  that 
some  of  it  shows  through  the  slits  and  the  httle  fish 
can  get  at  it— as  a  rule  thev  nibble  at  it  from  beneath 
the  basket;  bits  of  the  food  also  fall  off,  and  as  they 
slowly  sink  are  greedily  attacked. 

In  August  Herr  Linke  stops  feeding  with  milt  as 
too  expensive,  and  feeds  with  his  dough  only.  In  the 
autumn  he  finds  he  has  harvested  about  80  per  cent, 
of  his  crop  of  fry,  and  sorts  them  into  four  lots— 
namely,  those  under  7  centimetres  in  length,  those 
from  7  to  9  centimetres,  those  from  10  to  12  centi- 


metres, and  those  over  12  centimetres,  which  he  calls 
his  giants. 

The  fish  thus  reared  are  extremely  lively  and 
strong,  and  can  be  used  for  stocking  ponds  or 
streams,  in  which  they  will  hunt  for  their  own  food, 
or  they  can  be  fed  up  for  the  table. 

Herr  Linke  says  that  to  fatten  fish  for  the  market 
he  requires  plenty  of  good  fresh  and  pure  water,  and 
again  recommends  the  fish-meal  sold  by  the  fish-meal 
factory  (Fischmehlfabrik)  at  Geestemiinde,  and  I 
advise  our  fish-breeders  to  make  a  note  of  it.  He 
says  it  is  a  first-rate  fish  food  and  very  reasonable 
in  price,  and  all  the  salmonidae  are  very  fond  of  it ; 
if  kept  in  a  dry,  well-ventilated  place  it  will  keep 
good  a  long  time.  When  wanted  for  use  it  should 
be  made  into  a  tough  paste  with  water  (I  wish 
Herr  Jaffe  would  send  me  a  httle  to  try  as  a  bait 
for  roach,  chub,  etc.),  and  allowed  to  stand  for  some 
hours  in  a  cool  cellar,  or,  better  stiD,  in  the  ice-house, 
which  no  good  fish-breeding  establishment  should 
be  without ;  it  will  then  be  of  a  firm  consistency 
which  will  not  dissolve  into  small  fragments  and  be 
wasted  in  consequence  of  the  fish  not  finding  them. 
He  also  recommends  as  an  attractive  food  this  fish- 
meal  with  some  meat-meal  and  cooked  blood  and 
sea-fish  roe  added.  This  is  made  into  tough  balls 
the  size  of  the  fist,  and  thrown  into  the  fish  ponds 
once  or  twice  a  day — every  bit  is  eaten.  He  thinks 
rainbows  digest  more  quickly  than  other  trout, 
and  so  he  feeds  them  twice  a  day,  morning  and 
evening;  other  trout  only  once  a  day,  and  in  the 
evening. 

It  is  best  to  put  the  food  in  near  the  outflow,  as 
it  is  easier  to  clean  that  part,  but  some  balls  can  be 
thrown  in  here  and  there  in  other  places.  The  great 
thing  is  not  to  overdo  it,  and  not  to  put  in  more 
than  is  eaten  up  at  once,  so  as  not  to  satiate  the  fish. 
The  fish  feed  best  when  the  water  is  at  a  temperature 
of  about  14deg.  R.  (about  64deg.  Fahrenheit). 
Fish  fed  in  this  way  should  average  about  |lb.  each 
as  two-year-olds,  or,  rather,  in  their  second  autumn, 
say,  at  twenty  months. 

Herr  Linke  strongly  deprecates  the  keeping  of 
such  fish  for  breeding  purposes,  and  says  the  only 
fish  from  which  eggs  should  be  taken  are  wild  fish 
from  streams  or  ponds  with  plenty  of  water  flowing 
through  them.  He  rejects  all  artificial  feeding  of 
brood  fish,  and  keeping  them  in  confined  quarters. 

For  some  time  now  I  have  noticed  that  German 
authorities  on  trout  culture  advocate  most  strongly 
breeding  only  from  wild  fish,  and  if  this  is  impossible 
then  that  feeding  the  fish  should  be  gradually 
restricted  and  entirely  stopped  for  two  or  three 
months  before  the  spawning  time,  as  eggs  taken 
from  fattened-up  fish  when  not  quite  infertile  are 
incapable  of  producing  strong,  healthy  fish. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


NOKWAY  UNDEK  WINTEY  CON- 
DITIONS IN  JULY. 

It  is  170  miles  as  near  as  may  be  from  Chris- 
tiansand  to  the  uppermost  "  fjeld-gaard  "  (hill  farm) 
in  picturesque  Saetersdal,  but  we  got  there  last  July 
by  another  route.  One  evening,  after  a  successful 
day's  trout-fishing  from  a  comfortable  hosteky  on 
one  of  the  main  roads  from  the  south  of  Norway  to 
the  Hardanger  Fjord,  a  sturdy  Norseman  put  in  an 
appearance,  whose  face  we  did  not  recognise.  He 
had  come  across  the  mountains,  it  turned  out.  to 
make  some  pui'chases  in  comparatively  civihsed 
parts,  and  to  dispose  of  some  eighty  or  ninety 
splendid  trout,  which  he  had  brought  on  ponyback, 
and  the  appearance  of  which  fascinated  us.  The 
lakes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  home  were  hardly 
yet  fit  for  fishing,  he  said,  owing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  season,  but  they  seemed  to  contain  plenty  of 
trout,  so  after  a  prolonged  "  haiver  "  we  agreed  to 
accompany  him  back  next  day  and  experiment 
from  his  lonely  abode  on  the  waters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Having  driven  about  four  miles  and  crossed  a 
broadish  river  in  a  very  rickety  old  boat,  we  found 
the  baggage  being  arranged  on  the  backs  of  the 
"klovhester"  (pack  ponies),  and  in  due  time  a  start 
was  effected.  At  first  the  track  led  up  steep  accli- 
vities, and  at  2200ft.  we  began  to  come  across  deep 
and  frequent  drifts  of  snow ;  after  that  the  going 
became  distinctly  bad,  all  semblance  of  a  track  being 
often  completely  lost  owing  to  snow,  boggy  moor- 
land, or  vast  sheets  of  bare  rock,  and  at  3700ft. 
a  halt  was  called  in  the  midst  of  a  complex  of  deso- 
late glens  to  refresh  the  inner  maH  and  rest  the 
ponies,  which  had  been  doing  some  pretty  hard 
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Bcrambling.  From  this  point  a  magnificent  view 
was  obtained.  To  the  north  lay  the  Hankelid 
Fjelds,  fairly  smothered  in  snow  ;  to  the  east  rose 
the  precipitous  ramparts  of  the  Hardanger  Vidden, 
that  vast  tract  of  v»ild,  mountainous  country  where 
herds  of  wild  reindeer  still  roam  ;  while  away  to  the 
south,  embosomed  among  mighty,  pine-clad  hills, 
twined  the  beautiful  valley  we  had  just  left  with 
its  endless  succession  of  lakes  and  streams.  In  these 
waters,  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  July,  we  had 
had  fair  sport  with  the  fly,  making  baskets  of  from 
151b.  to  251b.  per  rod,  but  all  the  natives  agreed  in 
saj  ing  that  everything  was  much  too  high,  and  the 
lochs  too  full  of  melted  snow  to  be  at  their  best. 
Up  among  the  hilk,  whence  come  the  confluent 
streams,  the  truth  of  this  was  manifest.  Snow  lay 
in  dense  masses  everywhere — often  the  ponies 
tramped  confidently  across  drifts  many  fathoms 
deep  and  pretty  nearl}"  as  hard  as  the  surrounding 
rocks — and  from  these  innumerable  streams  ran  into 
the  catchment  basins  in  the  bare  glens,  from  which 
again  the  accumulated  waters  rattled  down  the 
steep  slopes,  and  contributed  to  the  flood  below  as 
well  as  to  the  difficulties  of  our  passage. 

All  along  our  route,  at  short  intervals  from  one 
another,  httle  cairns  of  stones  were  placed  on  the 
top  of  conspicuous  rocks  for  the  guidance  of  way- 
farers in  winter  or  in  thick  weather  ;  and  our  guide 
pointed  out  one  of  these  grey  sentinels  on  which  a 
man  had  not  long  before  been  found  frozen  stark 
and  stifle. 

Soon  after  making  a  fresh  start  we  began  to 
descend,  and,  rounding  the  base  of  a  giant  4800ft. 
in  height,  with  gloomy  precipices  and  mighty  snow- 
clad  shoulders,  we  reached  the  desolate  shores  of 
Kvikevand,  a  considerable  sheet  of  water.  Although 
the  head  of  a  chain  of  lakes  full  of  trout,  and 
itseK  well  adapted  as  a  place  of  residence  for 
these  fish,  Kvikevand  is  tenantless ;  no  rise 
ever  causes  the  circle  upon  its  surface  so  interest- 
ing to  the  angler ;  and  singularly  enough  no 
attempt  appears  to  be  contemplated  by  its 
owners  to  alter  it  in  this  respect.  On  Sesvand, 
the  next  lake  on  this  system,  we  found  a  fairly 
watertight  boat,  and  after  about  an  hour's  rowing 
across  it  and  down  a  short  piece  of  river,  we  reached 
our  objective,  "  den  overste  Fjeldgaard  i  Saeters- 
dalen."  A  queer  out-of-the-way  spot  this  upland 
farm,  situated  close  to  and  o  /erlooking  the  northern 
end  of  Breivand,  in  Nedenes  Amt,  at  the  extreme 
upper  end  of  Saetersdal ;  and  it  stands  about 
3000ft.  above  the  sea.  At  the  time  of  our  visit, 
the  end  of  July,  the  snow  lay  in  heavy  masses  and 
drifts  all  round  ;  the  sides  of  the  hills  where  not  too 
steep  and  not  too  exposed  to  the  pre  vailing  wind 
were  sheeted  over ;  in  places  the  drifts  lay  close 
down  to,  the  edge  of  the  lakes,  towards  which  ice- 
streams  of  icy  cold  water  percolated,  and  much  of 
the  scanty  herbage  retained  that  dead  grey  ap- 
pearance which  a  prolonged  covering  of  snow  and 
ice  induces.  Even  the  hardy  "  multer "  (cloud- 
berries) had  not  got  beyond  the  flower  stage,  and  it 
was  thought  unhkely  that  the  berries  would  ripen  at 
all  this  year ;  while  the  wax-like  blooms  of  the 
"  blaabaer."  which  were  everywhere  visible,  bore 
further  testimony  to  the  lateness  of  the  season. 
Round  the  lake  in  front  of  the  house,  among  the 
birch  thickets,  green  patches  of  grass  and  wild 
flowers  ran  up  from  the  shores,  and  upon  these  a 
few  cattle,  sheep,  and  goats  were  picking  up  a 
scanty  hveUhood.  Saeters  were  dotted  about  every- 
where— Uttle  grey  huts  these,  some  in  use,  others  in 
various  stages  of  decay — and  there  the  animals  were 
collected  early  in  the  morning  and  a  httle  before 
sundown  to  be  attended  to  by  the  big  fair-haired 
girls,  with  whose  physical  appearance  they  contrast 
but  poorly. 

Such  is  the  chmate  that  corn  will  not  ripen, 
hardly  even  potatoes,  and  the  only  sources  of  exis- 
tence for  the  few  human  inhabitants  are  cattle  and 
sheep,  kept  on  a  small  scale,  snaring  wiUow  grouse, 
and  fishing.  It  is  a  good  country  for  ryper,  there 
being  large  stretches  of  cover  composed  of  the 
growths  which  these  birds  love,  silver  and  dwarf 
birch,  wiUow,  juniper  and  wild  berry  plants,  but  a 
lot  of  snaring  goes  on  in  winter  ;  our  boatman  stated 
that  he  himself  had  taken  as  many  as  ninety-six 
in  one  day  in  this  manner,  and  that  a  krone  (Is.  l^d.) 
per  pair  was  the  usual  price  obtained. 

As  regards  fishing  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  lakes, 
as  also  the  mountain  tarns,  are  fairly  well  stocked 
with  fine  trout ;  there  is,  moreover,  plenty  of  water 
admirably  adapted  for  fly-fishing ;  but  as  with  the 
willow  grouse,  too  heavy  toll  is  taken  of  them  by 
the  natives  to  make  it  worth  the  sportsman's  while 
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paying  more  than  a  short  visit  to  these  parts;  Both 
the  net  and  the  otter  (although  the  latter  is  supposed 
to  be  illegal)  are  very  freely  employed  ;  the  usual 
senseless  capture  of  the  spawning  fish,  so  common 
throughout  Norway,  is  recklessly  carried  on  in 
autumn  ;  and  the  leisure  hours  of  the  male  inhabi- 
tants are  mainly  occupied  in  getting  trout  by  hook 
or  by  crook  as  long  as  the  lakes  remain  unfrozen. 

This  was  no  doubt  an  exceptionally  late  season, 
owing  to  the  vast  masses  of  snow  which  remained 
on  the  fjelds  throughout  the  summer,  but  we  have 
caught  lots  of  trout  in  similar  parts  of  Norway  a  good 
deal  earlier  in  the  year  than  the  last  week  in  July, 
when  the  water  temperature  was  very  low  indeed, 
and  we  are  inclined  to  doubt  whether  at  any  time 
the  trout  in  the  majority  of  the  beautiful  lakes  round 
Bjaaen  are  free  risers.  They  are,  however,  hard 
fighters,  and  run  up  to  a  considerable  size  ;  no  doubt 
heavy  baskets  might  be  made  well  on  in  August  by 
careful  trolling.  On  J uly  25  we  fished  in  favourable 
weather  all  round  Breivand,  a  part  of  the  River 
Otra,  which  issues  from  that  lake  on  its  long  journey 
down  Saetersdal,  and  three  lull  tarns.  In  all  these 
various  waters  we  got  trout  with  the  fly,  some  up  to 
21b.  apiece,  but  a  '"  numbness  "  seemed  to  attach 
to  their  proceedings,  and  at  no  period  of  the  day 
could  they  be  said  to  be  taking  well.  In  the  glen 
where  the  chain  of  Uttle  tarns  lay  there  were  snow 
drifts  close  down  by  the  waterside,  and  there  was 
yet  hardly  a  leaf  really  formed  on  the  wiUow  and 
dwarf  birches  ;  once  a  herd  of  some  thirty  reindeer 
passed  at  speed  within  a  couple  of  hundi-ed  yards,  a 
big  white  "  oxe  "  leading,  three  or  four  dehghtful 
little  calves  bringing  up  the  rear  ;  and  the  skeleton 
of  a  sheep  suggested  the  presence  of  a  glutton  or  a 
lynx. 

In  no  case  let  anyone  attempt  to  visit  these  parts 
without  due  precautions  as  regards  the  wants  of  the 
inner  man ;  a  hammock,  moreover,  is  an  excellent 
thing  to  include  in  one's  baggage,  for  the  beds  are 
awful,  and,  from  one  cause  and  another,  not  calcu- 
lated to  induce  sleep.  Blilk  is  to  be  obtained  and 
very  indifferent  butter ;  as  also  coffee  and  "  flad- 
brod,"  but  no  eggs,  and  potatoes  only  with  difficulty  ; 
trout  of  course,  j 

For  the  rest,  neither  of  the  two  dwelUng-houses 
are  particularly  comfortable  places  of  residence,  and 
in  short,  as  with  a  good  many  other  outlying  places 
in  Norway  to  which  from  time  to  time  we  have  pene- 
trated with  great  expectations,  we  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  rod-fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bjaaen  hardly  made  up  for  the  difficulties  of  access 
and  for  the  discomforts  attaching  to  a  stay  there. 

RUGDE. 


FISHING  WITH  MINNOW  FOE 
TEOUT. 

(From  "Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams,"  *) 
By  H.  C,  CtrTCLiFi'E,  F.R.G.S^ 


{Continued  from  page  271.) 
CHAPTER  IX. 

FISHING  WITH  THE  MINNOW. 

The  most  useful  rod  for  fishing  with  the  minnow 
is  constructed  of  hollow  bamboo — in  length 
eighteen  feet,  very  hght  in  hand,  having  rings 
all  through  of  large  size,  and  placed  throughout 
at  shorter  intervals  than  one  usually  sees  them 
on  the  so-caUed  trolUng  rods.  I  prefer  a  top 
joint  of  spht  cane,  with  much  more  action  in  it 
than  the  top  of  a  trolling  rod  ordinarily  has.  For 
small  streams  a  rod  of  sixteen  or  even  fourteen 
feet  will  be  long  enough.  And  for  very  small 
and  bushy  streams,  in  which  one  has  to  wade 
through  the  water,  fourteen  feet  is  the  most  con- 
venient length.  The  above  rods  can  be  used  -m'th 
equal  advantage  either  for  the  worm  or  the 
minnow.  The  length  most  convenient  to  any 
particular  stream  depends  on  its  size  and  on  the 
amount  of  bushes  growing  over  it.  On  large 
streams  the  longest  rod  is  requisite,  but  on  smaller 
the  bushes  may  form  such  impediments  to  the 
use  of  the  long  rod  that  the  shorter  one  may  be 
more  easily  and  freely  worked.  These  remarks 
apply  equally  both  to  worm  and  minnow  fishing. 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprisiing  a 
complete  system  of  fishine;  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free. 
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I  commonly  use  the  same  rod  for  both.  The  lino 
should  bo  of  plaited  silk,  steeped  in  oil. 

Fishermen  use  the  natural  or  the  artificial  min- 
now— some  only  the  former,  and  others  both. 
The  natural  minnow  has,  in  my  opinion,  greatly 
the  superiority  in  kiUing  powers  ;  but  it  has  the 
disadvantage  of  the  bother  of  carrying  the  min- 
nows themselves,  and  of  frequently  putting  them 
on  the  hooks.  As  to  the  particular  tackle  to  be 
used,  I  shall  leave  the  fisherman  chiefly  to  please 
himself  from  the  fishing-tackle  shops,  merely  enu- 
merating what  have  appeared  to  me  the  most 
essential  points  on  the  subject,  and  those  apply 
equally  to  the  natural  and  artificial  minnow. 
When  the  water  is  low  and  bright,  the  artificial 
minnow  should  be  small.  It  should  be  so  made 
that  it  mil  spin  the  instant  it  is  in  the  water  ;  its 
own  weight  should  suffice ;  it  must  be  heavy 
towards  the  head,  so  that  if  it  be  cast  from  one  and 
dropped  in  any  httle  spot  by  a  sort  of  dragging 
sweep  it  will  come  head  foremost  into  the  water, 
and  with  great  rapidity  spin  immediately,  instead 
of  tumbhng  first  to  the  bottom  Uke  a  bar  of  lead, 
and  then  wabbhng  about.  Again,  in  its  spinning 
it  should  revolve  in  a  straight  fine,  not  roll  or 
assume  a  corkscrew  sort  of  motion,  and  its  re- 
volutions should  be  rapid.  Working  a  minnow 
in  a  little  rapid  stream  and  working  him  in  a  large 
dull  one  are  totally  different  practices.  On  the 
rapid  stream  the  majority  of  the  trout  and  the 
largest  trout  are  not  caught  in  the  big  pools  and 
stickles  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  kiUing  spots  are 
such  as  I  indicated  in  speaking  of  the  worm, 
which,  in  its  usage,  the  minnow  closely  resembles. 
Here  again  the  fisherman  must  learn  to  pick  out 
his  individual  trout :  but  these  httle  feeding  spots 
are  so  small  that  the  fisherman  has  much  diffi- 
culty in  spinning  his  minnow  in  them,  and  he 
knows  that  unless  it  does  spin  he  will  frighten 
away  the  fish,  and  certainly  not  capture  them  ; 
and  to  be  successful  he  must  be  quick  and  make 
the  minnow  spin  as  it  enters  the  water,  which  is 
often  so  shallow  that  there  is  scarce  any  distance 
for  it  to  sink  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  swims  away  just 
under  the  surface,  and  is  often  in  and  out  of  the 
water  again  in  the  brief  distance  of  two  or  three 
feet.  How  differently  does  the  mirmow  act  in  a 
large,  deep,  quiet  pool !  Here  it  is  thrown  out, 
allowed  to  sink,  and  then  spin  about  down  or 
across  the  pool  tiU  some  fish  is  hooked.  \Mien 
the  water  is  excessively  low  and  bright  the  spots 
in  which  the  feeding  trout  are  lying  are  so  small 
that  it  i§  very  difficult  so  to  work  the  artificial 
minnow  as  to  deceive  the  trout,  and  many  a 
place  will  be  met  with  in  which  we  cannot  work 
it  in  such  a  style  as  to  warrant  hopes  of  success, 
in  which  it  is  obvious  indeed  that  the  staring  de- 
ception v,iU.  simply  frighten  the  trout.  On  the 
other  hand,  from  the  same  spot  the  natural  min- 
now will  surely  kiU  the  fish,  because,  though  per- 
haps its  spinning  in  such  spots  may  be  by  no 
means  perfect,  yet,  nevertheless,  it  being  a  natural 
minnow  is  sufficient  to  make  the  trout  rush  at  it. 
It  amounts  to  this  in  question  of  relative  value  of 
the  natural  and  artificial  minnow — when  each  or 
either  can  be  worked  equally  well,  and  the  trout 
are  feeding  well  on  the  minnow,  their  kiUing 
powers  are  practicaUy  almost  equal  Where  the 
artificial  minnow  caimot  be  worked  perfectly  well, 
it  ■will  not  kiU  at  aU ;  but  in  such  places  the 
natural  minnow,  though  imperfectly  spinning,  or 
working  in  such  a  way  as  will  not  answer  for  the 
artificial  minnow,  may  yet  be  made  sufficiently 
stimulating  and  exciting  to  the  trout  for  him  to 
come  at  it  and  be  captured.  Therefore,  on  the 
whole,  the  natural  minnow  is  much  the  superior 
of  the  two,  and  its  superiority  is  most  apparent 
in  very  low  and  bright  water.  When  the  water 
is  pretty  full  and  at  aU  coloured,  if  using  the  arti- 
ficial bait.  I  think  a  larger  sized  one  should  be 
used,  and  I  then  prefer  one  of  bright  colour, 
which  -n-ill  be  highly  conspicuous  as  it  spins  along. 

If  one  goes  to  such  a  shop  as  that  of  ^Ir.  Far- 
low's,  in  the  Strand,  and  looks  over  his  coUections 
of  artificial  minnows,  or  kill-de-\-ils,  one  will  be 
able  to  form  some  idea  of  the  various  fancies  of 
fishermeiL  Here  one  can  see  minnows  of  endless 
varieties,  each  of  which  are  pretty  equally  in 
demand  by  their  several  admirers. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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A  Bit  of  Old  Tenby. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  TENBY. 


There  are  very  few  places  more  suitable  for 
sea-fishing  than  Tenby,  a  beautiful  little  town  in 
South  Wales  on  the  Pembrokeshire  coast.  Standing 
fairly  high  it  still  is  well  sheltered  from  prevailing 
winds,  and  although  nominally  a  Welsh  town  its 
population  is  ahnost  entirely  English.  Sea-fishing 
is  especially  good  in  the  autumn,  when  fish  abound. 
The  very  finest  sport  with  bass  is  now  being  had  in 
Caldey  Sound,  two  miles  to  the  south  of  Tenby. 
The  wild  coast  scenery  here  is  about  as  fine  as 
could  be  seen  anywhere,  and  the  geological  for- 
mation is  of  the  greatest  interest.  The  angler,  with 
picturesque  Tenby  on  one  side  and  the  ancient 
monastic  isle  of  Caldey  on  the  other,  and  fish  all 
round,  could  not  fail  to  be  charmed  with  his  sur- 
roundings. It  was  here  Paul  Jones,  the  famous 
pirate,  became  the  scourge  and  terror  of  the  coast. 
Jones'  Bay  and  Jones'  Park,  at  Caldey,  preserve  his 
memory  to  this  day.  Many  are  the  tales  told  of 
the  great  sea-robber,  who  was  born  in  1747,  by  the 
descendants  of  his  victims.  The  old  Norman 
monastery  at  Caldey  dates  from  the  time  of  Henry  I., 
and  remained  until  its  dissolution  by  Henry  VIII. 
The  church  is  one  of  the  oldest,  with  its  Ogham 
stone,  which  bears  a  Latin  inscription  cut  in  at 
least  eleven  centuries  ago.  If  that  stone  had  but  the 
power  of  speech,  what  thrilling  tales  it  could  tell  of 
pirates,  monks,  and  wrecks  ages  before  the  Trinity 
House  and  excellent  kindred  institutions  were 
dreamt  of.  The  owner  is  the  Rev.  W.  Done- 
Bushell,  who  is  king  of  the  Island  of  the  Saints.  All 
old  Harrovians  of  the  past  and  present  generations 
will  be  famiUar  with  his  well-known  name,  at  the 
old  school  on  the  hill. 

When  fish  are  off,  the  caves,  which  are  many  and 
lovely,  on  the  shores  quite  near  at  hand,  may  with 
advantage  be  explored.  These  having  been  visited, 
fishing  may  be  resumed  either  near  the  Buoys, 
Caldey  Point,  or  the  Drift  Rocks,  all  within  easy 
reach  of  Tenby  Harbour.  To  give  my  brother 
anglers  an  idea  of  the  sport  obtained,  from  fifty 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  bass  are  being  daily 
caught  by  the  veteran  WilUam  Howell,  whose 
photo  is  here'  given.  Wales  cannot  match  W. 
Howell  as  a  bass  fisher.  His  whole  study  is  bass. 
It  is  a  liberal  education  to  have  a  day  with  him. 

Boats  are  good  and  safe.  The  men  as  a  class  are 
to  be  trusted.  The  sea  is  partially  landlocked  and 
consequently  smooth. 

On  an  off-day  the  old  castles  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Tenby  are  well  worth  a  visit — 
Pembroke,  the  birthplace  of  Henry  VII.  ;  Manor- 
bier  Castle,  the  home  of  Giraldus  Cambrensis ; 
Carew,  the  scene  of  the  last  tournament  in  Wales — 
all  these  possess  archaeological  riches  of  no  common 
order. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  excellent  friend  and  sports- 
man Mr.  Hayward  Butt,  of  Haresfield,  for  the 
pictures  which  illustrate  this  article,      M.  M,-T, 


The  visitor  to  Tenby,  which  is  249J  miles  from 
London,  will  find  many  places  of  such  historical 
interest  that,  when  not  fishing,  little  journeys  inland 
will  well  repay  a  walk     The  writer  of  the  inte- 


Wm.  Howell,  Fisheeman,  Tenby, 
"The  greatest  bass  Usher  in  Wales." 

resting  lines  which  accompany  the  illustrations  has 
already  alluded  to  some  of  Tenby's  historical 
associations,  but  I  may  be  permitted  to  add  that 
Templeton  should  be  visited — a  picturesque  village 


founded  by  some  Knights  Templars.  From  which- 
ever side  Tenby  is  approached  it  has  varied  and 
peculiar  beauty. 

Near  the  pier  small  vessels  are  well  protected 
from  all  winds,  a  very  necessary  protection,  for 
Tenby  seas  have  their  wild  moods,  and  the  fisher- 
man's Ufe  is  a  perilous  one.  By  the  sea,  in 
ancient  days,  stood  a  Uttle  chapel  dedicated  to  St; 
Julian.  Here  the  fisherman  used  to  go  to  prayers 
before  he  set  out  with  his  nets,  and  here  he  would 
leave  his  dole  with  the  priests,  who  made  daily 
intercession  for  fishermen  and  mariners.  The  sands 
of  Tenby  have  great  attractions  for  visitors ;  they  are 
dry  directly  the  tide  is  out,  and  so  hard  and  firm  that 
those  who  walk  in  thin  shoes  do  not  suffer.  Tenby 
Church  has  already  been  alluded  to,  but  one  feature 
is  worthy  of  mention.  Against  the  east  wall  is  the 
kneeling  figure  of  WilUam  Risam,  dressed  in  his 
aldermanic  gown,  "  the  counterfeit  presentment  " 
of  a  well-to-do  tradesman  of  1630.  Near  the  head 
of  the  worthy  alderman  there  was — perhaps  still  is 
■ — a  break  in  the  wall,  said  to  have  been  caused  by 
Cromwell,  who  fired  at  the  figure,  supposing  it  to  be 
a  living  man.  If  all  the  stories  told  about  Crom- 
well in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tenby  are  true,  he 
must  have  been  a  busy,  not  to  say  ubiquitous,  man. 
In  this  church  is  the  tomb  of  Walter  Vaughan,  whose 
memory  every  good  angler  will  anathematise. 
Having  spent  his  substance  in  riotous  living,  he  used 
to  exhibit  false  lights  from  the  cliffs,  lure  vessels  on 
to  destraction  in  order  that,  as  lord  of  the  manor, 
he  might  be  enriched  by  the  wreckage  cast  ashore.' 
It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  he  came  to  a  bad 
end. 

Tenby  is  an  old-world  place,  and  was  strongly 
fortified  as  early  as  1150.  And  now  a  word  of 
special  interest  to  fishermen.  The  Welsh  name  for 
Tenby  was  Dynbych-y-Pyscoed — "  The  Place  of 
Fishes."  At  a  very  early  period  it  was  famous 
as  a  fishing  town.  Its  oysters  were  at  one  time 
renowned,  although  they  were  chiefly  used  for 
pickling.  An  old  chronicle  says  Tenby  oysters 
"  being  eaten  rawe  doe  seeme  too  strong  a  meate 
for  weake  stomackes,  and  must  be  parted  in  two, 
three,  or  four  pieces."  The  angler  and  the  archaeo- 
logist will  soon  be  in  love  with  the  old  place,  which 
was  loved  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  praised  by  Crom- 
well, and  which  in  modern  days  has  inspired  some 
charming  writing  by  Mr.  Gosse.  Tenby  is  twenty 
miles  from  Haverfordwest.  The  journey  from 
Paddington  to  Tenby  usually  takes  7^  hours.  The 
annual  fair  is  held  in  July,  and  the  market  days 
are  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  The  population  is 
about  5000. 

There  can  be  no  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  Tenby 
is  not  only  an  interesting  town  and  a  delightful 
health  resort,  but  it  is  a  place  possessing  exceptional 
attractions  for  sea-anglers.  From  Paddington  or 
Euston  the  return  fares  run  71s.  9d.,  46s.  lOd., 
41s.  lOd.  It  is  some  years  since  I  fished  at  Tenby, 
but  memories  of  the  visit  still  linger  pleasantly 
with  Dragnet. 


'No  Wind."   Tenby  Bay. 
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THOMAS  FEEDK.  SALTEK,  GENT. 

THE  FIRST  TO  ADVOCATE  SEA  ANGLING 
WITH  A  RODj 

Unless  I  am  much  mistaken,  the  first  writer  on 
angling  to  advocate  the  use  of  the  rod  in  sea  fishing 
was  Thomas  Fredk.  Salter,  the  author  of  that  excel- 
lent work,  entitled,  "  The  Angler's  Guide,"  the  first 
edition  of  which  was  published  in  1808,  when  Salter 
lived  at  Rochester-terrace,  Stoke  Newington.  The 
work  went  through  many  editions,  and  was  revised 
and  enlarged  by  the  author.  Salter  was  a  gentle- 
man of  means  and  leisure  ;  he  wrote,  as  he  tells  us, 
from  actual  experience,  and  I  feel  sure  that  all 
British  sea  anglers  will  be  glad  to  have  his  portrait 
and  the  following  interesting 
descriptions  of  how  and  where  to 
catch  sea  fish  with  rod  and  Une 
written  nearly  one  hundred  years 
ago.  The  portrait  was  first  given 
in  the  sixth  edition,  dated  May 
Day,  1825.  R.  B.  M. 


in  a  boat,  a  few  miles  from  the  shore,  but  they  may 
be  caught  from  piers,  etc.  When  they  are  fished 
for  in  boats,  it  is  usual  to  hire  a  boat  and  a  man  for 
the  purpose  ;  the  boatman  finds  tackle  and  baits, 
which  are  lug-worms,  a  large  hairy  worm,  dug  from 
the  sea-sands  :  to  the  baits  I  have  nothing  to 
object ;  but  their  hooks,  in  general,  are  miserably 
bad.  After  my  first  essay  in  this  mode  of  angUng, 
I  always  provided  my  own  hooks,  which  are  the 
Nos.  1  and  2,  tied  to  about  nine  inches  of  treble  gut 
or  plaited  silk,  with  a  loop  at  the  end,  and  I  always 
found  my  account  in  it,  generally  kilUng  three  fish 
or  more  to  other  anglers'  two,  when  we  have  gone 
in  a  party  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  for  whiting,  I 
using  my  own  tackle,  the  other  party  the  rusty 
cod  or  mackerel  hooks  of  the  boatmen.  The  fine 
used  in  fishing  for  whiting  from  a  boat  is  a  small 


ANGLING  FOR  SALT-WATER 
FISH.: 

For  the  information  of  the 
lovers  of  angling  who  may  reside 
on  the  sea-coast,  or  those  whose 
business,  pleasure,  ill-health,  or 
any  other  cause,  may  occasion  a 
visit,  voyage,  or  residence  on  the 
shores  of  the  sea,  I  have  subjoined 
(to  the  "  Art  of  AngUng  for  Fresh- 
water Fish  ")  the  chfierent  ways 
practised  in  catching  fish  in  the 
sea  with  hook  and  Une.  The 
tackle,  baits,  etc.,  are  concisely 
and  practicaUy  described. 

General  Remarks  on  Lines, 
Hooks,  Baits,  etc. 

The  Unes  used  for  fishing  in 
the  sea,  when  a  rod  and  float  are 
not  attached  to  them,  are  made 
of  hempen  cord,  and  sold  at  the 
fishing-tackle  shops  under  the 
name  of  cod  and  mackerel  Unes  ; 
but  when  fishing  from  a  pier, 
either  Ramsgate,  Dover,  or  any 
other,  or  from  a  headland,  etc., 
during  tolerably  calm  weather,  I 
always  use  a  strong  plaited  silk 
Une,  of  a  dark  colour,  and  up- 
wards of  70  yards  long,  wound  on 
the  largest  size  multiplying  winch, 
which  I  fasten  on  a  very  stout 
bamboo  trolUng  rod,  20ft.  long : 
on  this  line  I  place  one  of  the 
largest  size  cork  floats,  to  sink 
which  to  its  proper  depth,  that 
is.  three  parts  under  water,  I  put 
on  as  many  large  spUt  shot  as  is 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  in 
preference  to  a  ledger  lead,  and 
fish  with  a  hook  No.  1  or  2,  tied 
on  fine  and  strong  plaited  silk 
or  treble  gut,  but  think  the  silk 
much  the  best.  The  baits  gene- 
raUy  used  are  lug  or  sand  worms, 
which  worms  are  got  by  digging 
with  a  three-prong  fork  in  the 
sand,  when  the,  tide  is  out ;  the 
places  to  find  them  are  easily  dis- 
covered, by  observing  where  the 
sand  is  raised  in  smaU  hiUocks  ; 
the  other  baits  are  well-scoured  lob-worms,  small 
pieces  of  fresh  fish,  lampreys,  eels,  mussels,  shrimps, 
etc.,*  the  bait  always  touching  or  drifting  on  the 
bottom.  Ledger  fishing  also  answers  very  well  in 
sea-harbours,  and  from  the  rocks.  Note,  when  you 
bait  with  a  lug-worm,  pass  it  weU  up  and  over 
the  shank  of  the  hook,  so  that  Uttle  of  it  remains 
hanging  below  the  point  of  the  hook,  or  the  fish  will 
get  it  olf  without  being  hooked. 

Whiting. 

AVhitings  are  very  numerous  around  the  southern 
shore  of  England  ;  they  are  angled  for,  generally. 


*  I  have  sometimes  seen  pieces  of  the  sword-fish 
cut  into  the  shape  and  size  of  a  minnow,  and  hooked 
by  the  part  representing  the  lip  as  a  bait,  which  the 
codlings  have  taken  very  freely. 


Thomas  Peedeeick  Salter,  Gent. 
Author  of  "  The  Angler's  Guide  "  (first  edition,  1808). 

strong  cord  or  mackerel  Une,  to  the  bottom  of  which 
is  fastened  a  piece  of  lead,  called  a  dip,  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  to  be  bought  at  the  tackle-shops  ;  two 
or  more  hooks  are  used,  fastened  by  looping  to 
pieces  of  whalebone,  wliich  are  suspended  from  the 
dip  lead,  so  that  the  hooks  and  baits  do  not  hang  or 
twist  together,  the  dip  lead  hanging  between  the 
hooks  :  having  anchored  the  boat  and  baited  your 
hooks,  put  them  overboard  close  to  the  side  of  the 
boat ;  let  them  sink  till  you  feel  the  dip  lead  touch 
the  bottom  ;  hold  the  Une  between  the  thumb  and 
forefinger,  lay  the  back  of  your  hand  or  wrist 
on  the  side  of  the  boat,  your  thumb  and 
fingers  ineUning  to  the  water;  keep  raising  the 
Une  and  hooks  gently  a  few  inches  from  the  bottora, 
letting  it  faU  occasionally  on  the  ground,  which  is 
easily  discovered  by  the  dip  lead  touching  the 


ground  ;  but  do  not  let  it  remain  there,  for  whiting 
bite  more  a  few  inches  above  ;  I  only  recommend 
the  dip  to  touch  the  bottom  occasionally,  that  you 
may  judge  the  distance  :  when  the  fish  bite  you  will 
feel  a  sudden  snatch  or  jerk  ;  immediately  strike, 
and  draw  up  your  Une  ;  sometimes  you  may  lose 
the  fish  for  want  of  sharp  hooks.    It  ought  to  be 
noticed  that  those  who  are  not  accustomed  to  fish 
from  a  boat  frequently  think  they  have  a  bite  when 
it  is  only  the  motion  or  rolling  of  the  boat ;  but  a 
little  practice  will  soon  enable  the  angler  to  distin- 
guish the  difference.    When  thus  fishing  for  whit- 
ings, you  frequently  catch  plaice,  dabs,  etc..  as  well 
as  whitings,  sometimes  a  whiting  on  one  hook  and 
a  dab  on  another,  at  the  same  time.   I  have  caught 
many  a  bucketful  of  those  fish  near  ^Margate,  at 
Hastings,  at  Weymouth,  etc.,  from  a  boat.  The 
places  I  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  angling  for  whiting  with  rod 
and  Une  are  from  the  piers  at 
Ramsgate  and  Dover,  for  which 
purpose     fit    your    tackle  as 
foUows  :  Provide  a  strong  troU- 
ing  rod,  about  20ft.  long,  with 
a    stout    ring    on    each  joint 
— the   top    joint    should  have 
two  ;  fasten  a  multipljnng  winch, 
cf  ths  largest  size  (which  ought 
to  contgin  70  or   80   yards  of 
the  strongest  plaited  silk  Une), 
to  the   butt  of  the  rod.  draw 
as  much  of  the  line  from  the 
winch,    through    the  rings  on 
the     rod,     as     is    necessary  ; 
put  on   the  line   one    of  the 
largest    size    cork    floats,  and 
within  a  foot  of  the  hook  as 
many  large  shot   as  will  sink 
the    float    three    parts  under 
water.     Then  fasten  the  hook, 
or  rather   the   length  of  treble 
gut  or  plaited  siik  to  which  the 
hook,  a  No.  1,  is  tied,  on  the 
Une,  either  -n-ith  a  loop  or  by  a 
draw  knot ;  plumb  the  depth,  for 
which  purpose  a  larger  plummet 
is  necessary  than  what  is  used  in 
river  or  pond-fishing ;  let  your 
bait  lightly  drag  the  bottom : 
the   best   "baits   are  fresh  lug- 
worms,  pieces  of  smelts,  or  any 
fresh  white  fish,  or  weU-scoured 
lob-worms ,  many  sea  fish  will 
also  take  a  large  bunch  of  gentles 
put  on  the  hook,  or  a  piece  of 
greaves.      Those    persons  who 
seldom  angle  for  any  but  salt- 
water fish  are  not  so  attentive  to 
clean  good  baits,  or  covering  the 
point  of  the  hook,  etc.,  as  the 
fresh-water  anglers  are,  but  those 
who  pav  a  Uttle  more  attention 
to  the  mode  of  baiting  the  hooks, 
etc.,  -wiW  be  amply  repaid  by 
increase  of  sport.     Note,  the  best 
time  for  salt-water  fishing  is  in 
warm  weather,  and  always  during 
tlie  time  the  tide  is  flowing,  or. 
as  some  term  it,  rising.  Whiting 
are    universally    considered  as 
Ught,     nutritious    food  ;  they 
Seldom  exceed  IJ-lb.  in  weight ; 
in  shape,  this  fish  is  long  and 
slender  in  the  body,  but  large 
and  bony  about  the  head,  the 
colour    silvery,    and   the  skin 
almost    transparent.  Whiting 
pollack  are,   I   believe,  of  the 
same  species,  though  larger  ;  the  whiting  pout  is 
smaller  ;  they  are  all  angled  for  in  the  same  way. 

Cod. 

This  fish  is  caught  on  the  coast  aU  round  Great 
Britain,  and  on  the  coast  of  Buchan,  in  Scotland  ; 
on  the  Frith  of  Forth,  the  Clyde,  and  on  both  sides 
of  the  Frith  of  :Murray.  The  chief  place  where  cod 
are  caught  for  the  London  market — that  is  to  say, 
fresh  cod— is  on  the  north-east  part  of  Ireland  during 
the  summer,  or,  rather,  from  spring  till  ilichael- 
mas,  and  also  on  the  north-east  coast  of  England 
from  spring  tiU  midsummer.  I  have  caught  small 
cod  with  the  same  tackle,  rod,  float,  etc.,  as  described 
in  angUng  from  piers,  etc.,  for  whiting,  particularly 
from  between  the  rocks  and  small  headlands  near 
Water  Bav  and  Westgate  Bay.  near  Birchington— 
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that  is,  on  the  Kentish  coast,  between  the  Reculvers 
and  Margate.  I  have  been  most  successful  when 
my  hook  was  baited  with  a  piece  of  whiting,  about 
the  size  of  a  large  nut ;  they  will  also  take  bullock's 
liver,  lug-worms,  lob-worms,  pieces  of  lobsters, 
shrimp,  etc.  Always  fish  at  bottom,  and  when  the 
tide  is  making  in,  and  in  still  holes,  between  rocks 
where  the  bottom  is  sandy  and  clear  from  weeds  ; 
the  cod  so  caught  are  small,  seldom  weighing  21b., 
and  are  called  on  the  coast  codlings.  It  is  well 
known  the  great  supply  of  salt  cod  comes  from  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  some  weigliing  more  than 
301b.  At  Ramsgate  a  boatman  may  be  hired,  who 
will  take  you  at  a  proper  time  of  tide,  etc.,  into  the 
bay,  where  you  may  sometimes  take  a  score  or  two 
of  codHngs  in  a  few  hours. 

,  Plaice. 

The  best  of  tliis  species  of  fish  is  called  Downs 
plaice,  being  cliiefly  caught  in  the  Downs,  or  on  the 
flats  which  are  in  the  sea,  between  Folkestone  and 
Hastings,  weighing  from  lib.  to  between  51b.  and 
61b.  weight ;  of  course,  you  must  angle  from  a  boat. 
On  the  coast  of  Holland  they  are  caught  consider- 
ably larger ;  I  have  heard  of  some  that  weighed 
181b.  ;  the  large  plaice  are  called  Dutch  plaice. 
The  plaice  bite  very  freely  at  a  lug-worm,  lob- worm, 
a  piece  of  fresh  salmon,  half  an  oyster,  a  raw  mussel, 
or  shrimps  :  this  fish  has  but  a  small  mouth,  there- 
fore a  hook,  No.  3  or  4,  is  quite  large  enough, 
whether  you  use  a  line  held  by  the  hand  or  fish  with 
a  rod  to  the  hne  ;  if  the  weather  be  calm,  you  may 
angle  with  the  same  rod,  hne,  and  tackle  as  described 
for  whiting,  but  note,  smaOer  hooks  are  required  :  as 
there  is  much  difference  between  the  size  of  the 
mouth  of  a  whiting  and  plaice,  and  also  in  the 
strength  thereof,  by  giving  the  plaice  plenty  of  hne. 
you  may  kill  very  heavy  fish  with  a  No.  4  hook,  and 
receive  much  amusement ;  those  fish  will  feed  at 
half  or  mid- water,  as  well  as  at  bottom.  Plaice  are 
considered  a  very  wholesome,  hght  food,  and  when 
dressed  and  ate,  fresh  caught  on  the  sea- coast,  are  a 
choice  fish. 

TUBBOT. 

The  London  market  is  chiefly  supphed  with  turbot 
by  the  Dutch  fishermen,  or  with  those  caught  on  the 
Dutch  coast,  or  Dogger  Bank,  though  a' great  many 
are  caught  on  the  coasts  of  Cornwall  and  Devon, 
about  Torbay,  etc..  The  most  kiUing  bait  for  turbot 
are  lampreys,  cut  into  pieces  ;  they  are  also  caught 
Avith  pieces  of  whiting,  herrings,  smelts,  bullock's 
liver,  etc.  The  mouth  of  the  turbot  is  small,  there- 
fore use  the  same  size  hook  as  for  plaice,  with  strong 
hne,  for  turbot  are  sometimes  hooked  of  a  large  size, 
weighing  nearly  201b.,  but  they  are  generally  about 
from  61b.  to  101b.  The  larger  come  from  the  Dutch 
coast.  The  turbot  is  found  on  flats  and  shallows, 
or  sandy  shelves,  etc.,  similar  to  the  plaice,  dabs, 
and  other  flatfish.  When  anghng  for  turbot,  it  is 
always  from  a  boat.  The  flesh  of  turbot  is  very 
white  and  firm,  and  doubtless  wholesome,  if  not 
taken  to  excess  ;  many  prefer  the  turbot  to  any 
other  fish  the  ocean  or  fresh  waters  produce. 
Gbey  Mullet. 

So  called  from  its  silvery,  white,  blue,  and  green 
colours.  MuUets  visit  the  south  and  west  coasts  of 
England  in  the  beginning  of  summer  and  enter  the 
creeks  and  rivers,  particularly  about  Arundel  and 
Chichester,  in  Sussex,*  and  Barnstaple,  in  Devon- 
shire, and  leave  them  generally  the  latter  end  of 
August.  At  those  places,  mullet  are  seldom  caught 
by  anghng  of  more  than  21b.,  though  they  are 
occasionally  taken  weighing  61b.  When  angling 
for  mullet,  your  tackle  must  be  strong,  for 
they  struggle  very  hard  when  they  feel  the  hook. 
Your  hne  and  rod,  also,  must  be  long,  unless  you 
have  a  winch  and  running  tackle  fixed  to  your  rod ; 
in  the  deep  holes  and  pools  you  will  succeed  best  by 
letting  your  baited  hook  hang  about  3ft.  under 
water.  Use  a  hook  of  the  size  No.  6  or  7,  and  a 
cork  float ;  the  best  bait  for  muUet  is  the  sand  or 
aea  worm,  which  should  be  drawn  as  much  up  the 
shank  of  your  hook  as  you  can,  that  Uttle  of  its  tail 
may  hang  loose,  for  mullet  are  a  sucking  fish,  and 
apt  to  get  the  tail  end  of  the  worm  off  without  taking 
the  hook  within  their  mouth. 

This  fish  is  considered  fine  and  deUcious,  being 
esteemed  both  by  the  moderns  and  ancients  ;  in 
shape,  they  are  long  and  thick  ;  head  square  and 

*  About  two  miles  from  Arundel  there  is  a  house 
of  entertainment  for  sportsmen  called  the  Rabbits, 
near  which  the  angler  will  meet  with  good  sport  in 
fishing  for  roach,  bream,  jack,  pike,  etc.,  in  the 
river  Arun. 


flat ;  nose  blunt ;  sides  marked  with  dusky  hnes ; 
the  body  is  covered  with  larger  scales  than  any  other 
sea  fish  I  know  of  ;  the  back  is  of  a  dusky  blue  and 
green  ;  the  scales  are  of  a  silvery  white  ;  the  whole 
appearance  is,  I  think,  hke  an  overgrown  dace. 
Mullet  are  very  hvely  and  sportive  in  fine  weather, 
and  show  themselves  in  shoals,  and  are  then 
frequently  caught  with  a  flv  in  Sussex.  Mullet 
spawn  in  the  sea,  contrary  to  the  salmon,  and  come 
into  the  fresh  river  to  recover  and  strengthen  them- 
selves. 

Mackeeel. 

This  well-known  fish  first  appears  in  the  Channel 
about  April,  continuing  to  advance  to  the  DoAvns  as 
far  as  the  Goodwin  Sands  ;  they  are  caught  in 
immense  numbers  on  the  Cornwall,  Devon,  Sussex, 
and  Kentish  coasts  during  May  and  June  in  nets 
by  fishermen  ;  they  are  equally  plentiful  on  the 
opposite  French  coast.  I  have  caught  many  with 
the  angle  on  the  northern  coast,  particularly  of 
Yarmouth  and  Scarborough,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  summer. 

Mackerel  may  be  caught  with  a  small  hne,  called 
a  mackerel  hne,  held  in  the  hand,  baited  with  a  piece 
of  any  kind  of  fresh  fish  ;  they  are  a  bold-biting  fish, 
and  when  you  begin  to  angle  for  them,  and  are  not 
provided  with  baits,  use  a  small  piece  of  red  cloth  ; 
if  they  are  on  the  feed,  you  will  soon  kill  a  fish  ;  you 
should  then  cut  it  up  for  baits.  When  you  fish  from 
the  stern  of  a  ship,  while  she  lays  at  anchor,  let  out 
from  10  to  20  yards  of  line,  which  will  swim  away 
mth  the  current,  and  your  bait  will  keep  in  the 
ripphng  of  the  stream,  some  little  below  the  surface, 
which  is  the  proper  place,  for  mackerel  feed  near 
the  surface  :  when  the  water  and  weather  are  bright 
is  the  best  time  ;  when  you  feel  a  bite,  strike 
smartly,  and  di-aw  the  fish  in.  You  may  angle  for 
mackerel  with  rod  and  hne  the  same  as  described  for 
whiting,  either  from  a  ship  at  anchor  or  from  a 
boat,  when  the  weather  is  calm.  Two  hooks  may 
be  used  with  advantage,  if  placed  12in.  or  14in. 
apart ;  perchance  I  have  hooked  a  herring  when 
fishing  off  Scarborough,  and  further  north  ;  but  no 
person  goes  expressly  to  angle  for  herrings,  there- 
fore I  conceive  it  does  not  come  within  my  plan  to 
say  any  more  of  this  fish. 

Halibut. 

HaUbut  are  caught  in  the  British  as  well  as  in  the 
German  Ocean.  The  usual  baits  are  pieces  of  fresh 
fish,  mullets,  oysters,  whelks,  and  eels.  The  hahbut 
is  the  largest  of  flatfish  ;  they  are  frequently  taken 
near  a  yard  in  length,  weighing  from  801b.  to"  1001b., 
consequently  very  strong  hooks  and  lines  are  neces- 
sary ;  when  a  bite  is  felt,  it  is  usual  to  give  hne,  and 
a  few  minutes  to  pouch,  before  you  strike.  By 
many  persons  hahbut  is  considered  as  fine  as  turbot. 
Skate. 

Skate  abound  on  the  sea-coast  all  round  England, 
etc.,  and  they  may  be  caught  near  the  shore  with  a 
strong  long  cod  hne  and  hook,  baited  with  a  piece  of 
any  kind  of  fresh  fish,  mussels,  oysters,  whelks,  etc. 
When  a  bite,  you  will  feel  them  tug  ;  let  them  pull 
several  times,  give  hne  and  a  few  minutes'  time  to 
pouch  ;  angle  at  bottom  and  during  a  breeze  of 
wind.  Skate,  when  not  too  large  and  are  crimped, 
are  thought  good  eating  by  some  ;  but  when  they 
are  very  large,  many  object  to  them  as  having  a 
rank  taste.  Skate  are  caught  sometimes  that  weigh 
upwards  of  2001b.  The  fishermen  on  the  sea-coast 
use  the  flesh  of  skate  to  bait  for  lobsters,  etc. 

Sand  Eel  or  Launce. 
This  fish  is  found  buried  about  6in.  or  Sin.  in  sand 
on  the  sea- beach,  and  is  taken  by  turning  up  the 
sand  with  a  three-pronged  fork,  such  as  are  used  for 
digging  out  lug-worms.  The  best  time  to  search  for 
them  is  immediately  after  the  tide  leaves  the  sands  : 
the  flesh  of  this  fish  is  of  a  dehcate  flavour,  and  worth 
the  trouble  of  digging  for. 

Smelts. 

Smelts  are  caught  in  many  harbours  and  wet 
docks  on  the  sea-coast  with  the  angle  :  I  have 
caught  very  fine  ones  in  Portsmouth  Harbour. 

Eel  Pout  or  Burbot. 
This  fish  partakes  much  of  the  eel,  being  without 
scales,  burjdng  itself  among  loose  sands,  weeds,  etc. 
They  are  numerous  as  far  as  the  tide  flows  up  the 
Severn,  Trent,  and  the  Mersey  rivers,  where  they  are 
caught  with  a  hook  tied  to  gimp,  and  baited  with 
worms,  minnows,  small  gudgeons,  etc.  ;  they  are 
considered  sweet  nutritious  food ;  in  length  the  sizes 
vary  from  12in.  to  upwards  of  20in, 


Surmullet. 

The  surmullet  is  a  scarce  fish  in  this  country.  I 
have  caught  some  when  fishing  from  the  wharves 
and  quays  at  Plymouth  Harbour  with  an  angle  rod 
and  hne,  same  as  described  fishing  for  whiting,  etc., 
only  using  a  smaller  hook,  a  No.  8,  tied  to  twisted 
gut,  baited  with  lob-worms,  pieces  of  fresh  salmon, 
shrimps,  or  shell-fish  :  they  are  a  singularly  marked 
fish,  having  the  appearance  of  a  painted  artificial 
fish  ;  some  are  of  a  dark  blue  and  white,  others  of 
faded  yellow  hue  ;  some  are  mottled  about  the  back, 
fins,  eto.,  with  a  bright  scarlet  and  yellow,  almost 
as  gaudy  as  the  plumage  of  a  parrakeet ;  in  shape, 
broad  and  thick  towards  the  head. 

Groupers  and  Snappers. 
These  fish  are  weU  known  at  the  Havannah  and 
Jamaica,  where  they  are  angled  for  with  hne  and 
hook.  In  Jamaica,  parties  go  in  boats  from  Kings- 
ton and  Port  Royal  to  the  Palhsades,  where  many 
groupers  and  snappers  are  caught,  and  frequently 
mullet.  The  tackle  is  similar  to  what  is  used  in 
Europe  in  fishing  for  whiting,  which  is  held  over  the 
boat's  side  and  suffered  to  descend  to  the  bottom,; 
from  which  you  raise  it  a  few  inches  again,  letting, 
it  touch  the  bottom,  so  continuing  till  you  feel  a 
bite.  The  baits  generally  used  here  are  shrimps,' 
pieces  of  fish,  and  the  small  shell-fish. 

Bass. 

This  fish  is  generally  considered  a  sea-fish,  though 
they  wiU  five  in  rivers  and  fresh  waters ;  they  are 
much  hke  salmon  in  shape,  a  perch  or  dace  in  colour, 
especially  the  smaUer  or  young  bass,  at  which  time 
they  have  some  few  black  spots  on  their  backs,  and 
large  white  scales  on  the  sides,  silvery  belly,  and  a 
bluish  back.  The  bass  are  taken  from  51b.  to  151b. 
weight,  and  are  thought  by  some  persons  a  well- 
flavoured  fish ;  but  I  think  them  indifferently 
tasted,  and  certainly  much  inferior  to  salmon  :  they 
are  caught  in  the  Severn,  and  around  the  coast  near 
Bristol,  etc.,  chiefly  with  nets,  but  are  sometimes 
killed  by  the  angler  when  he  is  fishing  for  mullet,  as 
they  frequent  such  places  as  are  agreeable  to  the 
muUet,  and  will  take  the  same  baits.  {See  Mullet.) 
Great  numbers  of  small  bass  are  taken  in  the  river,' 
Taw,  near  Barnstaple  in  Devonshire  ;  those  small 
bass  feed  freely  during  the  months  of  April  and 
May  ;  they  vary  in  size  from  loz.  to  lOoz.  or  12oz. 
each.  j 

Note. — When  anghng  in  the  sea,  as  well  as  in 
fresh  waters,  early  in  the  morning  and  late  in  the 
evening,  during  the  long  days,  and  hot  weather, 
is  by  far  the  most  hkely  time  to  have  good  sport. 
And  further  observe,  that  when  the  sea-water  is 
very  bright,  from  neap-tides  and  long  calms,  you 
must  not  expect  much  sport  when  anghng  from  ' 
the  rocks  or  close  in  shore,  for  the  fish  are  then  shy, 
and  retire  further  leeward  ;  but  when  the  weather 
and  water  are  somewhat  settled,  after  a  storm, 
codhngs,  etc.,  wiU  be  found  strong  on  the  feed.  ^ 

HUNDREDS  OF  SPLENDID  SALMON 
DESTROYED  ON  SCOTTISH  RIVERS 
TO  GET  THEIR  EGGS. 

IS  THE  GAME  WORTH  THE  CANDLE  ? 

[In  pubhshing  the  following  article  by  "  G.  M.," 
I  do  so  because  I  hope  that  it  may  be  possible  for 
those  engaged  in  the  artificial  propagation  of  salmon 
in  Scotland  to  prove  that  the  charges  made  are 
untrue,  or  that,  if  true,  the  results  of  propagating 
salmon  in  this  way  are  so  good  that  they  justify  the 
kilhng  of  hundreds  of  splendid  mature  salmon 
whose  eggs  would  have  been  deposited  naturally. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  becoming  convinced 
against  my  will  that  artificial  cultivation  of  salmon 
as  at  present  carried  on  is  a  melancholy  farce. — 
R.  B.  Marston.] 

If  one  subject  is  being  sifted  more  thoroughly 
than  another  in  the  piscatorial  arena  it  is  that  of 
artificial  propagation  of  salmon.  Is  the  game  worth 
the  candle  ?  The  late  Sir  WilUam  Brooks,  a  keen 
observer,  and  collector  of  the  observations  of  others, 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the  increase  of  the  weight 
of  Dee  salmon,  which  has  been  self-evident  both  in 
spring  and  autumn  fish,  was  due  to  the  introduction 
by  him  and  the  late  Mr.  Young,  Durris,  of  ova  from 
the  Tay,  Don,  and  Deveron  to  their  respective 
hatcheries  at  Durris  and  Glentana,  where  thousands 
of  both  sahnon  and  sea-trout  ova  were  annually 
imported  and  laid  down  along  with  the  native  ova. 
If  for  no  other  result  than  the  introducing  of  fresh 
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blood  (although  that  may  be  carried  to  a  dangerous 
extreme),  artificial  propagation  deserves  serious  and 
thoughtful  consideration  before  it  be  condemned 
out  and  out  as  a  worthless  and  costly  craze.  '  True, 
it  is  a  mere  "  drop  in  the  bucket"  at  the  best,  and  a 
few  pairs  of  fish  \vill  do  in  a  few  hours'  time  far 
more  for  stocking  the  river  after  Nature's  own 
method  than  all  the  work  an  artificial  hatchery  can 
perform,  however  well  equipped.  Yet  where  the 
ova  can  be  procured  without  much  labour  and  cost, 
and  where  the  young  fry  can  be  kept  till  they  are 
well  advanced  as  parr  from  six  to  twelve  months 
old,  then  artificial  stocking  may  go  on,  and  the 
more  extensive  the  scale  the  better.  In  fact  doing 
the  thing  in  "driblets,"  as  the  Scotchsaying  has  it — 
that  is,  a  few  thousand  ova  here  and  there — is  Uttle 
better  than  mockery  as  far  as  stocking  purposes  are 
concerned.  Nature  reproduces  on  a  lavish  scale, 
and  we  must  follow  nature's  lead  if  we  wish  to  sup- 
plement Nature.  Given  a  free  passage,  the  fish 
will  stock  for  themselves  all  that  the  river 
can  carry.  But  there  are  rivers  where  the  brood 
fish  need  assisting,  and  where  every  such  assistance 
is  not  only  necessary  but  gives  a  character  and 
confidence  to  a  water  which  it  would  not  otherwise 
possess.  Artificial  stripping  will  be  necessary  to  fill 
the  boxes  of  the  local  hatchery.  The  half-milUon 
or  more  ova  necessary  is  just  about  being  gathered, 
or  will  be  very  soon,  from  the  ripe  fish  now  seeking 
the  redds  on  far  inland  waters,  where  provision  is 
not  otherwise  made  for  retaining  gravid  fish,  and  it 
would  be  well  were  more  care  taken  in  the  methods 
pursued  by  those  entrusted  with  the  netting  and 
stripping  operations.  I  give  it  on  the  best  authority 
that  a  "  trail  of  blood,"  in  the  form  of  a  train 
of  dead  fish,  marks  the  spots  selected  for  the 
pisciculturists'  operations,  and  that  99  per  cent,  of 
the  fish  handled  do  not  survive  the  ordeal.  I 
would  not  for  one  moment  thoughtlessly  put  another 
weapon  into  the  hands  of  the  adversary  to  artificial 
propagation,  but  on  more  than  one  river  in  the 
North  where  fish  are  regularly  netted  for  stocking 
pui'poses  proprietors  are  making  and  have  made 
strong  representations  to  the  Fishery  Board  in 
Edinburgh  on  the  subject,  and  are  even  going  the 
length  of  refusing  permission  to  the  officers  of  the 
local  boards  to  net  for  ova  on  their  waters.  So 
great  is  the  havoc. 

A  train  of  dead  fish,  natural  redds  disturbed, 
pairs  of  gravid  fish  separated,  eggs  lost  and  destroyed 
that  would  otherwise  be  deposited  naturally,  the 
expense  of  men  and  plant  in  producing  this  chaos, 
the  expense  of  transporting,  rearing,  and  "  plant- 
ing "  in  the  end  some  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand fry  which  would  have  otherwise,  and  after  a 
more  natural,  rational  maimer,  been  brought  into 
existence,  and  probably  as  many  of  them  survive,  are 
all  too  great  for  the  questionable  benefit  derived  ; 
and  no  wonder,  then,  that  there  should  be  a  good 
deal  of  head-shaking  and  doubtful  surmises  over  the< 
question  of  artificial  propagation  ;  and  one  can 
then  understand  the  pertinent  question  if  the  game 
be  really  worth  the  candle.  In  some  parts  of  the 
country  the  fish  are  netted  and  kept  till  ripe,  and 
few  if  any  of  these  fish  die  ;  but  I  have  put  it 
mildly  indeed  when  I  state  that  where  the  ova  is 
gathered  or  collected  from  far  inland  reaches,-  the 
fish  chased  from  pool  to  pool  and  ruthlessly  netted 
(for  netting  is  such  at  the  best),  and  then  returned 
to  the  river  in  a  sick  and  mutilated  condition,  the 
loss  of  fish  cannot  be  possibly  avoided,  and  the 
sacrifice  is  then  great  indeed,  and  really  the  game  is 
not  worth  the  candle. 

Dead  fish  there  will  always  be  in  every  salmon 
river  where  fish  congregate,  and  these  are  found 
here  and  there  cast  up  on  the  shingle  banks  or  Ijang 
rotting  in  mid-stream,  but  these  are  the  tribute  to 
natural  death.  There  is  not  the  slightest  difficulty 
in  following  the  trail  of  the  collectors  weeks  after 
their  operations  are  over  and  marking  the  spots 
where  the  net  was  put  in  from  the  accumulation  of 
dead  fish  not  far  from  the  spot.  At  one  collecting 
centre  where  fish  were  stripped  for  ova,  or  netted 
and  examined  for  stripping  purposes,  no  less  than 
a  hundred  dead  fish  were  counted  by  independent 
witnesses  put  on  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
privately  as  to  the  damage  done  on  one  estate  alone. 
Names  and  places  are  withheld,  but  my  information 
is  first  hand,  and  can  be  fully  substantiated.  If 
half  a  million  ova,  or  such  hke  quantity,  cannot  be 
obtained  without  the  needless  sacrifice  of  upwards 
of  one  hundred  otherwise  healthy,  fully-matured 
adult  salmon,  I  unhesitatingly  say  that  the  game 
is  altogether  too  costly  there,  and  till  more  rational 
methods  be  adopted  the  operations  should  be  put  a 


stop  to.-  It  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  central 
board  to  take  over  all  these  collecting  operations, 
and  only  grant  a  hcence  to  strip  salmon,  or  trout 
either,  to  those  who  are  fully  quaUfied  to  do  so,  and 
where  proper  means  are  provided  to  prevent  the 
needless  and  unnecessary  sacrifice  of  so  much  fish- 
fife.  G.  M. 

[I  certainly  was  not  aware  that  the  damage  done 
to  spawning  fish  was  anything  like  so  bad  as 
"  G.  M."  says  it  is,  but  if  it  is  not  half  so  bad  it  is  still 
bad  enough,  and  the  pity  of  it  all  is  that  not  a  soul 
in  Scotland  or  England  comes  forward  to  give  us 
any  solid,  encouraging  proof  that  this  taking  of 
millions  upon  milUons  of  eggs  from  wild  salmon  is 
of  any  practical  good.  As  regards  the  increase  in 
size  of  Dee  salmon,  it  is  infinitely  more  likely  to  be 
due  to  the  netting  being  nothing  now  as  compared 
with  what  it  was  formerly. — R.  B.  M.] 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  inaertiori)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remabks. — The  river  has 
been  in  flood  practically  the  whole  of  the  week, 
with  an  exceedingly  strong  stream,  and  fishing  has 
practically  been  out  of  the  question,  owing  to  the 
immense  tracts  of  land  which  have  been  submerged. 
I  was  at  Datchet  on  Monday  (Nov.  2),  and  found 
that  the  river  had  overflowed  its  banks  on  both 
sides,  and  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  tell  where 
the  bed  of  the  river  was.  There  was  plenty  of 
grass  to  fish  on,  but  when  the  water  spreads  in  this 
way  over  a  large  area,  it  is  most  difficult  to  tell 
where  to  flnd  the  fish.  If  one  fished  anywhere  near 
the  river  proper  the  stream  was  too  strong.  Much 
of  the  water  will  have  run  off  by  to  -  day, 
but  the  river  still  remains  bank  high,  and  the 
stream  is  as  fast  as  ever.  Fortunately,  the  water 
itself  has  cleared  very  much,  and  is  now  a  nice 
colour,  so  that  if  one  can  flnd  a  place  where  it  is 
within  bounds,  there  should  be  some  good  roach 
caught.  The  frosty  nights,  too,  will  bring  the  pike 
and  perch  on  the  feed.  On  Nov.  1,  Lumsden,  of 
Datchet,  caught  a  barbel  of  4|lb.,  and  another  of 
31b. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  is  once  more  getting 

within  bounds,  and  is  a  nice  colour  for  roaching ; 
of  course,  a  very  heavy  stream  is  running,  and  all 
weir  tackle  is  still  drawn.  Roach  are  feeding,  and 
will  be  found  in  quiet  eddies  and  lay-byes.  Nov.  8 
should  be  a  red-letter  day  for  bank  anglers  who 
kbow  the  district  under  its  present  condition. 
Several  jack  up  to  61b.  4oz.  have  been  taken,  and 
a  few  good  perch  have  come  to  the  net ;  in  fact, 
everything  seems  promising  for  the  coming  week, 
that  is,  of  course,  if  we  do  not  get  a  return  of  the 
wet  weather. — Stanley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeacli). — The  long  spell 
of  wet  weather  has  greatly  increased  the  volume  of 
water  in  this  part  of  the  Cam,  which  for  some  time 
has  been  higher  than  any  autumns  for  years.  Since 
my  last  report  conditions  have  much  improved,  and 
anglers,  these  mild  days,  are  tempted  to  ply  the  rod. 
Some  have  secured  plenty  of  roach,  bait  size,  fishing 
for  them ;  also  a  few  pike  have  been  had.  With. these 
colder  nights,  and  the  water  now  got  into  the  bed  of 
the  river,  pike  angling  will  be  in  earnest.  Boats, 
with  bait,  on  the  spot  by  written  application  to — 
John  O.  Geoege,  Beche  road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  waters  still 
keep  up  high  after  the  recent  heavy  rains,  but  fine 
weather  has  come  at  last,  and  this  has  been  very 
welcome.  On  Nov.  3  the  sun  shone  out  brightly, 
and  Nov.  4  was  a  typical  autumn  day. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — After  continuous  rain 
for  several  weeks  a  spell  of  really  fine  weather  is 
welcomed.  Nov.  3  was  a  beautifully  crisp  and 
sharp  day,  and  Nov.  4  was  just  as  delightful.  The 
Exe  Board  of  Conservators,  who  have  been 
paying  special  attention  to  the  destruction  of 
cormorants,  have  been  successful  in  getting  the 
heads  of  330  of  these  birds  since  Feb.  1902.  It  is 
said  that  on  the  Exe  such  a  large  number  of  these 
creatures  have  not  been  known  before,  and  those 
who  are  competent  to  form  an  opinion  state  that 
each  of  the  birds  consume  over  double  their  weight 
of  fish  per  day,  yet  in  the  lower  waters  there  has 
been  an  abundance  of  small  fish ;  but  in  the  neigh- 
bouring rivers  there  has  been  no  increase.  Basing 
an  assumption  on  the  above  estimate,  these  birds 
in  twenty  months  had  consumed  200  tons  of  fish. 
The  Dart,  Teign,  and  other  conservators  had 
petitioned  the  County  Council,  and  had  taken 
measures  against  these  creatures.  Financially  the 
season  on  the  Exe  has  been  very  successful,  and 
more  hcences  have  been  issued  than  heretofore. — 
Devonian. 


Eden  (Carlisle). — The  high  flood  on  Oct.  2.5 
stopped  all  sport  for  several  days,  and  since  then 
the  river  has  never  remained  steady  for  many  hours. 
On  Oct.  30  Captain  Grange  had  a  fish  at  Crosby. 
In  the  Cargo  water  Mr.  R.  T.  Lockhart  killed  one, 
lolb.,  and  Mr.  W,  F.  Ward  one,  281b.  In  the 
same  wateronOct.  31,  Mr.  Lockhart  had  two,  211b., 
221b. ;  Mr.  Ward  two,  201b.,  291b.  ;  and  Mr.  T. 
Scott  two,  221b.,  27Ib.  At  Crosby,  Mr.  C.  L. 
Hough  two,  221b.,  271b.  In  the  Warwick  Hall 
water  Mr.  C.  Liddell  four,  301b.,  171b.,  171b.,  161b. 
At  Wetheral  Mr.  CoUingwood  two,  181b.,  151b., 
and  Mr.  W.  Pattinson  one  251b.  On  Nov.  2, 
Mr.  Liddell,  of  Warwick  Hall,  one,  261b. ; 
and  his  keeper,  two,  251b.  each  ;  Mr.  J. 
Howe,  one,  201b.,  at  Wetheral  ;  Mr.  W. 
Stanley,  one,  241b.,  at  Crosby;  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  three, 
241b.,  221b.,  201b.,  at  Eden  Grove.  Mr.  T.  Scott, 
one ;  Mr.  F.  Ward,  two ;  and  Dr.  Norman,  one,  all 
heavy  flsh,  in  the  Cargo  water.  On  Nov.  3,  Mr.  C. 
Liddell  and  his  keeper  killed  six  fish  in  the  Warwick 
Hall  water,  averaging  about  201b.  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hughes,  one,  241b.,  at  Park  Broom ;  and  in  the 
Cargo  water,  Mr.  M.  S.  Scott  had  three,  251b.,  221b., 
201b.  ;  and  Dr.  Norman,  three,  221b.,  201b.,'  181b. 
Fish  are  still  going  over  the  pass  at  Armathwaite 
Weir  in  scores. — Silvee  Geey4 

lisk  (Whitby). — The  closing  days  of  the  season 
on  this  river  afforded  fairly  good  sport  to  anglers, 
and  though  the  catches  were^not  large  numerically, 
some  nice  fish  were  grassed.  Generally  speaking, 
there  has  been  a  depreciation  in  the  number  of 
anglers  who  have  plied  the  rod  of  late,  and  the 
number  of  fish  taken  have  in  consequence  been 
somewhat  smaller.  The  recent  floods  enabled  large 
numbers  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  to  take  the  higher 
reaches,  and  there  is  a  prospect,  should  the  con- 
ditions be  favourable,  of  a  good  spawning  season. 
Sea  angling  has  provided  improved  sport  during 
the  past  week,  but  there  is  a  perceptible  decrease 
of  enthusiasts.  The  catches  to  hand  are  : — -Miss  M. 
Keighley,  one  t  sh  of  31b- ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Keighley,  one 
salmon  of  141b. ;  Mr.  H.  D.  Thompson,  one  of  12^1b.; 
and  Mr.  C.  Marks,  one  of  17|lb. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)'. — Rivers  bank  high  or 
flooded,  and  prospects  far  from  cheering.  Mr.  H. 
Ford,  the  Clerk  to  the  Exe  Board  of  Conservators, 
stated  at  their  recent  meeting  that  over  300  cor- 
morants had  been  killed  during  the  last  twenty 
months  —  100  at  Budleigh  Salterton,  103  at 
Exmouth,  and  the  remainder  in  the  vicinity,  and 
the  approximate  weight  of  flsh  saved  (small  fry, 
etc.)  was  fairly  estimated  at  200  tons.  Prior  to  the 
flood  water  coming  down,  Mr.  Hawkins  had  over 
thirty  fair-sized  dace  at  Ex  wick,  and  some  eels  and 
a  few  roach  at  Cowley  and  St.  David's. — Red 
Palmee. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines  and   Cambs). — 

Again  the  report  is  little  or  no  sport  on  the  waters 
of  the  Fen  district.  Heavy  rains  add  to  the  rapidity 
of  the  flow  of  water,  and  make  the  streams  almost 
unapproachable,  either  from  flood  or  damp  land. 
Very  little  has  been  done  among  the  smaller  fish, 
and  pike  have  escaped  attention.  A  few  of  the 
bigger  perch  have  been  caught  on  the  Forty-foot, 
and  also  a  few  roach.  I  heard  of  one  capture  on 
the  Sleaford  Canal  scaling  lOilb.  A  few  rudd, 
upwards  of  21b.,  have  also  been  captured.— Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy). — The  floods 
have  subsided,  and  the  water  was  never  in  better 
condition  for  all-round  angling.  Two  gentlemen 
have  been  out  ledgering  for  roach,  and  using  ths 
tail  end  of  lobs ;  both  have  secured  good  baskets  of 
first-rate  fish,  many  specimens  weighing  over  lib. 
each.  The  floods  have  had  the  desired  effest  of 
washing  a  lot  of  rubbish  and  weeds  away,  so  that 
many  good  swims  can  now  be  comfortably  fished. — 
Kingfisher. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Providing  between  now 
(Wednesday)  and  Saturday  (Nov.  7)  no  more  heavy 
rain  falls,  the  Lea  by  the  week-end  ought  to  have 
run  into  excellent  colour  for  all-round  angling,  but 
more  especially  for  roach-fishing  operations.  The 
Stort,  Rib,  and  Beane  should  be  found  in  condition. 
Roach  have  been  coming  on  feed  nicely  this  week, 
some  good  baskets  being  recorded.  The  Broad- 
water, St.  Margaret's,  is  proving  a  favourite  ground. 
Takes  of  roacla  up  to  151b.  have  been  secured  since 
Nov.  1  in  this  part  of  the  river,  and  other  anglers 
have  met  with  10-pound  and  7-pound  baskets  of 
these  fish.  Some  perch  have  also  bean  caught 
there.  Rye  House  has  yielded  some  roach  ;  and  on 
Oct.  29,  while  the  flood  was  in  progress,  three  roach, 
scaling  3ilb.,  were  taken  at  Broxbourne.  Tbe 
river  has  undergone  another  big  scour  out,  and  is 
full  of  water.  The  floods  should,  in  fact,  prove  of 
great  benetit  to  this  river,  so  long  polluted  and 
robbed  of  its  stream. — Izaak  Walton. 

IiUgg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  streams 
continue  to  run  high  and  coloured,  and  are  out  of 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  improved  since 
Monday,  and  in  the  place  of  heavy  rain  we  have 
had  fine  sunshiny  days  and  frosty  nights,  which 
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will  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  will  improve  the 
prospects  of  fishing  in  this  part;  if  it  continues 
this  week  there  will  be  fly  fishing  by  next  Tuesday 
The  Pinsley  is  coloured.  No  fishing  in  this  part  of 
late. — GvvYNNE. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingslaud).— 
Rivers  are  now  sinking,  but  not  very  rapidly,  and 
it  will  be  the  middle  of  next  week,  with  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  fine  weather  we  have  experienced 
yesterday  and  to-day  (Nov.  3  and  4),  before  fishing 
will  be  practicable,  and  then  probably  only  bottom 
and  mid-water  angling  will  be  successful.  The  flood 
has  torn  the  bed  and  the  banks  of  the  rivers  very 

much  and  done  considerable  mischief  in  places  

R.  T.  Williams 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— The  last  few  days 
have  been  gloriously  fine,  and  in  consequence  the 
river  has  subsided  a  lot  and  is  a  very  good  colour, 
in  fact  it  could  not  be  better  for  reaching.  Mr. 
Watts,  on  Nov.  3,  had  a  fine  lot,  the  largest  going 
just  under  21b.  They  were  very  busv  indeed  on 
lobs  with  the  ledger,  and  in  splendid  condition. 
Jack  are  coming  on  nicely  too,  and  as  the  glass 
indicates  fine  weather  we  shall  no  doubt  answer  for 
some  decent  pike  this  week-end,  as  there  is  any 
number  of  them  here,  and  good  ones  too. — A.  Scaed. 

 (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— River  still  in  state  of 

flood,  but  1  hope  ere  these  lines  appear  it  will  all  be 
between  its  banks  and  some  good  roaching  indulged 
in.  We  (the  society)  have  had  two  cases  of  illegal 
netting  before  the  Divisional  Bench  of  Magistrates 
at  St.  Ives,  and  both  men  were  convicted  and  fined 
5?.  each  and  their  nets  confiscated.  We  did  not 
press  for  a  heavy  penalty,  but  gained  the  more 
eventful  thing  to  us— pointed  out  to  them  the 
illegality  of  such  acts,  and  not  only  were  they  break- 
ing our  Ouse  and  Nene  bye-laws  but  those  of  the 
land,  and  that  our  fish  were  protected  quite  as 
much  by  such  laws  as  the  hares  and  partridges  were 
by  the  Game  Laws. — E.  Collinson. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— The  opening  week  of 
dreary  November  has  brought  an  agreeable  change 
from  daily  downpours  of  rain  to  clearer  skies  and 
frosty  nights,  and  the  hopes  of  pike  fishers  are  of 
an  optimistic  character.  The  Severn  and  its 
tributaries  are,  however,  yet  very  high,  and  even 
under  the  most  favoxirable  conditions  there  is  not 
much  probability  of  sport  being  satisfactory  on  the 
running  waters  until  the  coming  week.  This  year 
has  been  noteworthy  on  account  of  the  vast  number 
of  small  pike  that  have  been  taken,  particularly 
around  Shrewsbury. — Hafeen. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  is  now  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
weather  which  has  tempted  anglers  out  of  their 
shell,  but,  as  yet,  with  but  poor  results  as  the  riveis 
have  been  and  are  still  much  above  their  average 
level.  No  one  now  living  can  call  to  mind  such  a 
season  as  the  present.  It  is  now  November,  and  in 
some  parts  near  here  some  farmers  have  not  yet 
harvested  their  hay  and  the  corn  is  literally  rotting 
on  the  ground.  Still  we — anglers  and  farmers — 
hope  for  better  times,  and  as  for  the  fiscal  problem 
that  is  altogether  out  of  the  question.  It  looks 
now  like  raining  again,  and  the  problem  anglers 
have  to  solve  is — what  is  the  reason  of  it  ?  The 
only  answer  is  it  is  most  unreasonable  and  most 
unseasonable. — Vyhkwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
The  weather  has  changed  for  the  better — frosts  in 
the  early  mornings  and  moonlight  nights— but  the 
fog  portends  a  resumption  of  the  old  weather. 
Rivers  during  the  past  few  days  have  fallen  some- 
what, but  it  will  be  some  days  ere  sport  can  be 
indulged  in.  The  week  has  been  almost  a  blank. 
A  few  small  fish  have  been  taken  at  Chichester 
Canal  ;  a  perch  of  3Jlb.  the  leading  feature.— 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
been  running  very  high  and  muddy  for  some  weeks 
and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing.  The  water  is 
now  gone  down  and  is  clearing  nicely,  and  by  next 
week  it  should  be  m  order  for  grayling  fishing.  The 
weather  has  taken  up  beautiful  and  fine  after  a  wet 
day  on  Monday,  and  the  nights  have  been  frosty 
with  foggy  mornings,  and  suitable  for  grayling 
fishing.  There  has  been  one  or  two  anglers  out  this 
week,  but  sport  has  been  very  quiet,  only  a  few 
coarse  fish  being  landed.  With  fine  weather  fly 
fishing  should  be  tried  by  Monday  with  Red  Tag. 
Willow,  Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  and  Silver 
Twist.  On  Tuesday  some  coarse  fish  were  taken 
with  worm;  and  to  day  (Wednesday),  two  grayling 
and  several  roach  were  landed  with  maggot.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  stained. — S. 
Ludlow. 

— —  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  still 
running  coloured  and  rather  high,  but  it  has  gone 
down  since  last  week,  and  there  has  been  a  welcome 
change  in  the  weather ;  for  the  last  two  days 
we  have  had  sunshine,  followed  by  frosty  nights 
and  foggy  mornings,  and  if  this  continues  we 
may  expect  to  have  some  fly  fishing  next  month 


and  some  grayling  landed.    Little  done  in  this  part 

of  late. — WOBCESTER. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon).— Little  to  record  during 
the  past  fortnight  owing  to  the  heavy  downpour  of 
rain  almost  daily.  Fewer  anglers  than  usual  have 
been  here  to  take  advantage  of  the  better  condition 
of  the  water.  The  Ley  is  full  and  overflowing,  and 
the  weeds  have  disappeared.  There  are  plenty  of 
big  pike  to  be  seen  daily,  and  there  appears  every 
prospect  of  good  sport  if  the  weather  holds  good. 
Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Splatt  had  one  good  day  spinning 
for  pike— they  got  twenty-three  runs,  and  landed 
fourteen  pike,  the  largest  scaling  9:Jlb. — W.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers.— Saturday,  Oct.  31,  being  the  last  of  our 
salmon  season,  the  day  was  a  fairly  fine  one,  and 
our  rivers  were  in  decent  fishing  trim,  consequently 
a  good  number  of  rods  were  out  Some  very  fine 
salmon  were  killed  on  both  the  Rede  and  North 
Tyne.  Mr.  W.  Shield  two  salmon,  181b.  and  201b. ; 
Mr.  Robson  two  good  fish,  221b.  and  241b.  ;  Mr.  A 
Robertson  a  nice  sea-trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Nichol- 
son and  Mr.  M.  Robson  have  had  some  heavy 
takes  during  the  past  season  at  the  meeting  of  the 
waters  of  the  North  and  South  Tynes.  The  Coquet 
also  was  well  attended  during  the  past  week,  and  a 
large  number  of  fish  ware  killed.  One  fish,  which 
scaled  251b.,  was  killed  on  the  waters  of  the 
Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation  at  Felton. — 
Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). —There 
has  been  a  httle  sport  on  the  Witham  at  drain  ends 
and  on  the  grassy  slopes,  but  notwithstanding  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  water  was  got  rid  of  the 
floods  have  prevented  sport  in  an  ordinary  way. 
The  tributaries  yield  better  than  the  main  river. 
Some  rods  plying  between  Lincoln  and  Bardney 
have  had  pretty  good  success,  and  some  good 
samples  of  roach  have  now  and  again  been  captured 
on  the  middle  reaches.  Dew  worms,  brandlings, 
and  cockspurs  are  the  main  bait.  In  one  or  two 
cases  301b.  a  day  have  been  captured  when  the 
water  was  low.  Roach  and  dace  fishing  has  been 
pretty  good  at  Coningsby. — Lxrci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  improving  every  day,  and  becoming  lower  and 
clearer,  and  if  this  weather  continues  we  may  yet 
have  a  little  fly-fishing  for  grayling.  Bottom 
fishing  has  again  been  pursued  with  very  fair 
success.  Three  local  anglers,  fishing  their  favourite 
swim  from  the  garden  of  the  Rutland  Arms  Hotel, 
Matlock  Bath,  obtained  eighteen  brace  of  grayling 
and  several  roach  and  dace.  Others  who  have 
flshed  the  shallows  on  the  Derwent  have  landed 
several  brace  each,  the  maggot  being  taken  in  pre- 
ference to  the  worm.  The  prospect  is  a  little  better, 
and  with  the  following  flies  a  few  brace  of  grayling 
may  be  creeled  :  Hare's  Ear,  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Needle  Fly,  Apple  Green,  Furnace  My,  and 
Claret  Bumble.  [In  my  report  of  Oct.  24  it  was 
stated  that  "a  brace  "  of  grayling  had  been  taken. 
This  should  have  been  "nine  brace."] — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Rain  has  fallen  almost  daily  more 
or  less,  and  up  to  Nov.  3  it  was  only  occasionally 
that  it  was  possible  to  to  do  anything.  The 
poor  farmers  have  been  far  worse  off  than  pro- 
fessional fishermen,  for  there  are  thousands 
of  acres  of  grain  out  that  will  be  worth 
little  or  nothing  when  it  is  harvested,  and 
thousands  of  acres  of  potatoes  under  water. 
Oct.  31  was  fine,  and  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore  a  few  salmon  were  got.  Mr.  Willis,  of  Car- 
perby,  caught  one  weighing  131b.  just  below  Ays- 
garth  Falls,  and  I  believe  he  has  captured  two  or 
three  smaller  ones.  The  Hon.  Orde  Powlett  has 
also  been  fishing  the  same  water,  but  has 
not  been  so  fortunate.  Grayling  fishing  has  been 
like  salmon  fishing — very  slow.  J.  Blades 
writes  me  from  Hawes  that  he  can  do 
but  little.  When  the  water  does  fine  down 
the  fish  rise  keenly  to  the  midges  and  Needle 
Brown.  The  small  imitation  of  a  very  small  Black 
Midge  and  Dark  Needle  has  killed  better  than  any 
of  the  fancy  flies.  The  Cover  is  fishing  pretty  fair 
at  present.  Some  anglers  did  fairly  well  on  Satur- 
day, Tuesday,  and  Wednesday,  and  taking  all  things 
into  consideration,  prospects  are  much  brighter.  If 
the  barometer  rising  and  a  sharper  air  and  a  clearer 
atmosphere  are  any  criterion,  a  week  of  similar 
weather  to  what  we  are  to  -  day  (Nov.  4) 
enjoying  would  gladden  the  hearts  of   the  poor 


GiiAyLiNQ  Fishing.— Having  had  more  experience  since  1856 
as  a  grayling  flslier  tlian  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  flies  and  tackle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  grayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  2s.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers  Dep6t, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams :  "  Piscator,  Leeds.' 


farmers  and  bring  the  grayling  much  on  the  feed. 
In  the  Yore  at  Ulshaw  Father  Murphy  had  rare 
sport  one  afternoon,  his  basket  containing  twelve 
nice  grayling,  all  caught  with  the  worm.  Some 
nice  panniers  of  dacs  and  graylins:  have  been  caught 
at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  The  Wharfe  is  now 
running  in  fine  trim.  Good  baskets  of  grayling 
have  been  caught  on  the  lengths  at  Apple- 
treewick  and  Burnsall.  At  Ilkley  sport  has 
been  fairly  good  amongst  the  grayling.  The 
worm  has  been  the  best  bait,  Messrs.  Ellia, 
Goodby,  Leech,  Goldthorpe,  Culross,  and 
Kirk  meeting  with  the  best  sport  during  the 
last  few  days.  In  the  lower  reaches  sport  has  been 
fair  at  Collingham,  Boston,  Spa,  and  Tadcaster ; 
good  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  gray- 
ling have  been  caught  the  last  few  fioe 
days.  The  Swale  is  now  running  in  ex- 
cellent trim,  and  good  baskets  of  grayling 
have  been  caught  in  the  district  of  Catterick  Bridge 
and  Easeby.  The  Nidd  is  in  better  trim,  and  in 
the  district  of  Walshford  Bridge  and  Ribston  sport 
has  been  fair.  At  the  time  of  sending  this  report 
prospects  continue  to  be  prosperous,  the  air  is 
quite  frosty,  and  a  continuance  of  the  same  will 
bring  the  grayling  on  the  feed.  Best  flies  are 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Carter  Piatt's 
Copper,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
Green  Insect. — JohnE.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — A  remarkable  angling 
season  closed  on  these  rivers  on  the  night  of  Oct.  31, 
good  sport  being  had  during  the  concluding  days. 
The  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  was  secured  by  Mr. 
McLellan  in  the  Double  water,  which  weighed  321b. 
Mr.  Workman,  in  the  same  water,  had  two  fish  of 
311b.  each,  and  several  anglers  have  landed  salmon 
weighing  301b.    In  the  Willow  Pool.  Mr.  Frank 
Little  had  a  salmon  of  17Jlb.,  Mr.  Byers  two  of 
221b.  and  161b.  in  the  mid-reaches,  Mr.  J.  Jardine 
had  one  of  221b.,  and  Mr.  Tom  Steel  one  of  261b. 
On    Oct.  30,   Mr.  Jardine    killed    two    fish  of 
251b.    and    221b.,    Mr.   T.    Little    one    of  91b., 
Mr.    D.    Murray    one    of    81b.     Mr.    G.  Elliot 
landed  a  salmon  of  17 Jib.  in  the  stream  below  Long 
Pool.    Mr.  J.  Watson  killed  two  salmon  of  301b. 
and  231b.  in  Long  Pool  on  Oct.  31,  and  on  the  same 
day  Mr.  S.  McKune  had  one  of  211b.    On  Oct.  30, 
the  same  angler  caught  one  weighing  201b.  Mr. 
Frost  Beal  landed  a  fish  of  181b.  in  the  Double 
water  on  Oct.  31,  and  ran  and  lost  another.  Mr. 
R.  Nelson  landed  a  salmon  above  Canonbie  Bridge 
on  Oct.  31  of  171b.    Mr.  Jno.  Musgrove  had  a  nice 
salmon  in  the  Graham  Arms  Hotel  water,  and  Mr. 
C.  W.  Crocker  caught  two  salmon  of  201b.  and  101b. 
Mr.  P'rudd,  Barnsley,  landed  one  of  24lb.,  and  Mr. 
W.  Baden-Powell,  K.C.,  lost  a  big  fish  owing  to 
some  weiring  being  in  the  way.    In  the  Netherby 
reserved  water,  Mr.  D.  C.  Guthrie  killed  three  fine 
salmon  over  201b.  each,  and  Mr.  Graham  had  one 
of  171b.  on  the  lower  reaches.    In  the  mid-reaches, 
Mr.  Beattie,  of  Davington,  in  two  days'  fishing,  landed 
five  salmon,  aggregating  1001b.  Mr  R.  Ogilvie  had  a 
salmon  of  141b.  in  Canonbie  water.  Dr.  Anderson  had 
a  small  salmon  in  Willow  Pool.  Mr.  Workman  landed 
a  fine  salmon,  scaling  30Jlb.   Mr.  Jas.  Elliot  had 
one  of  181b.  in  Red  Lynn  Pool.  On  Oct.  31,  Mr.  R.  J. 
Graham  landed  a  fish  of  241b.  in  Tommy's  Pool,  and  on 
Oct.  30  Mr.  G.  S.  Grant  caught  a  nice  salmon  in  Canon- 
bie water.   Mr.  J  as.  Elliot,  at  a  second  fishing,  had  a 
fish  weighing  12lb.    Mr.  Thos.  Anderson,  Gkvan, 
on  Oct.  31,  had  one  191b.  in  Red  Lynn  Pool.  In 
Irvine  House  water,   below   Langholm,   Mr.  C. 
Carthew,  Yorstoun,  landed  two  salmon,  weighing 
181b.  and  151b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot,  Langholm,  had  a 
salmon  of  91b.  in  the  King  Pool ;  Mr.  W,  W.  Ross 
had  a  small  salmon  at  Langholm  Bridge.  Lord 
George  Scott  had  a  nice  salmon  in  the  reserved 
water  on  Oct.  30.    Mr.  C.  Elliot,  Langholm,  had  a 
small  salmon  in  Broomholm  reserved  water  weigh- 
ing 101b.  on  Oct.  31.    Mr.  Thomas  Bell  landed  a 
salmon  of  201b.     Sergt.  Bell  killed  two  fish  in 
Broomholm  water.     Mr.  J.  Bell,  fishing  at  the 
Island,  landed  a  fish  of  101b.    Mr.  A.  Irving  killed 
a  nice  salmon  in  Burnfoot  water.    Mr.  Andrew 
Porteous  landed  a  salmon  of  161b.  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle.    In  the  upper  reaches  several 
small  salmon  were  got  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
week.     On  Oct.  29  Mr.  McLellan  killed  three 
salmon  in  the  Double  water,  weighing  respectively 
301b.,  181b.,  and  171b.    The  general  run  of  anglers 
who  annually  visit  the  Border  Esk  and  Liddle  are 
possessed  with  a  strong  desire  that  steps  should  be 
taken  to  extend  the  season  a  fortnight,  the  close  to 
be  about  the  middle  of  November,  the  same  date  as 
that  fixed  for  the  other  Solway  rivers,  as  the  best 
fishing  is  always  in  the  autumn ;  besides,  such 
extension  would  deter  the  poaching  fraternity,  who 
usually  commence  their  operations  on  Nov.  1.  On 
the  last  day  of  the  season  Mr.  F.  Stone,  Channon, 
had  a  nice  salmon  of  23^16.  in  the  Cauldron  Pool, 


November  7,  1903 


CONTENTS. 


NsBi — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  jmhliahed  in 
this  paperi 

Occasional  Notes    2S3 

Fish  Culture — A  New  Method   of  Feeding 

Trout  Fry     284 

Norway  under  Wintry  Conditions  in  July     ...  284 

Fishing  with  Minnow  for  Trout   285 

Sea  Fishing  at  Tenby    286 

Thomas  Frederick  Salter,  Gent   287 

Hundreds  of  Splendid  Salmon  Destroyed  on 

Scottish  Rivers  to  get  their  Eggs    288 

The  Literary  Man  as  an  Advertisement   293 

Sewage  Treatment   295 

Notes  from  the  North   296 

Fishing  in  Yorkshire    296 

A  Camp  in  an  Arctic  Blizzard    296 

Dee,  Corwen    297 

Northern  Anglers'  Association    297 


and  Mr.  Charles  E.  Stephenson  one  of  28f  lb.  in  the 

Willow  Pool. — GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (Banffsliire). — The  rod  fishing  on  the 
river  Deveron,  which  closed  for  the  season  on  Satur- 
day (Oct.  31),  has  been  one  of  the  best,  especially 
in  the  upper  waters,  for  a  number  of  years ;  in  fact, 
it  is  reported  that  more  fish  have  been  in  the  pools, 
and  those  mostly  of  heavier  weight,  than  there  has 
been  since  1879.  Although  the  season  opened  with 
unfavourable  weather  conditions,  there  being  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow,  which  put  the  river  into  very 
high  flood,  the  water  has  been  in  fairly  good 
order  throughout  the  season.  The  heavy  rainfall 
which  was  experienced  during  the  season,  except  in 
the  month  of  April  which  was  somewhat  dry,  kept 
the  water  high,  and  flooding  has  been  more  frequent 
than  for  some  years  past.  The  flooded  state  of  the 
river  allowed  fish 'a  free  run,  and  the  upper  sec- 
tions, especially  the  pools,  were  well  stocked  with 
fish.  Towards  the  close  of  the  fishing  the  discoloured 
water  was  somewhat  against  anglers  who,  had  the 
water  been  not  so  heavy,  would  have  enjoyed  much 
better  sport.  Salmon  in  general  have  been  of  very 
large  size,  and  anglers  have  killed  a  lot  of  heavy 
fish,  a  number  of  them  turning  the  scale  at  301b.  The 
heaviest  fish  of  the  season  was  caught  lately  by 
Miss  Patterson  on  the  Eden  water.  It  weighed  35Ib., 
lib.  heavier  then  the  largest  fish  caught  on  the 
Ardmiddle  water  last  year.  The  quality  of  the  fish 
wa?  very  good.  There  was  no  disease  perceptible 
throughout  the  fishing,  and  the  pools  being  well 
filled  with  clean  fish  there  is  every  appearance  of  a 
good  spawning  season,  indications  of  which  were 
noticed  on  the  12th  of  last  month  on  some  of  the 
b:ds.  Grilse  appeared  in  the  river  on  May  14,  they 
were  not  so  scarce  as  they  were  last  year,  but  they 
were  to  be  got  mostly  in  the  upper  waters.  Although 
small  in  size  they  soon  reached  average  weight,  and 
were  of  exceptionally  fine  quality.  The  trout  fishing, 
which  closed  on  Oct.  15,  except  for  sea- trout,  was 
considered  good.  Some  very  heavy  baskets  were 
got  in  the  middle  waters,  and  in  April  more  sea- 
trout  were  caught  than  usual.  Among  the  more 
successful  anglers  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell,  who 
on  the  Forglen  water  had  a  number  of  very  large 
fish,  the  heaviest  caught  by  Mr.  Russell  being  331b. 
and  Mrs.  Russell  321b.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
season  Mr.  Russell  lost  a  fish  of  heavier  weight. 
On  the  Netherdale  water  Mr.  Bacon  killed  a  fish  of 
331b.  Mr.  Tennant  had  also  some  fish  of  good 
weight.  On  the  Corniehaugh  water  Lady  Bridge 
had  a  number  of  fish,  the  heaviest  scaling 
close  on  301b.,  and  on  the  Ardmiddle  water 
Mrs.  Milne  had  a  fish  of  241b. ;  on  the  Avochie 
water  Mr.  Harvey  had  a  fiah  of  311b.  ;  on  the  Duff 
House  water  Mr.  A.  Williams  had  some  good  fish  of 
over  201b.  in  weight ;  on  the  Rothiemay  water 
Colonel  Forbes  and  party  were  also  very  successful. 
On  the  Cabrach  and  Huntly  waters,  where  fish 
were  numerous  during  the  whole  season,  anglers 
had  splendid  sport,  one  angler  having  nearly  forty 
fish  to  his  rod.— H.  W. 

Kebridean  Sportingf  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  on  these  waters  from 
Oct.  26  to  29  (four  days,  one  rod)  was  one  salmon, 
81b.  12oz.,  and  nine  sea-trout,  61b.  lOoz.  The 
angling  season  is  now  closed. — G.  D.  Stibling, 

North  of  Scotland. — The  season  ended  in  the 
midst  of  terrific  floods.  The  closing  day  was  itself 
bright  and  clear,  but  the  fish  had  not  settled 
sufficiently  in  the  pools  for  the  best  of  sport.  On 
the  Dee  a  few  fish  were  got.  Mr.  Baird,  Durris. 
and  party  had  five  on  Oct.  31,  making  close  on  200 
for  his  total  bag  for  the  autumn.  On  the  Drum 
water,  Mr.  F.  Irvine  had  one  of  181b.,  and  Colonel 
Perry  another  of  141by  On  the  Banchory  and 
Kincardine  reaches  one  or  two  were  got  on  the  high 
water  sections,  but  little  W£i8  added  to  the  total  bag. 
All  over  a  very  good  season  was  enjoyed.  Don. — 
The  haughs  were  flooded,  and  the  season  expired 
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before  any  angling  could  be  got.  Mr.  Lindsay  had 
a  121b.  fish  on  Pitmedden.  On  the  Grandholm  and 
Cruives,  as  well  as  on  the  upper  beat,  the  season 
on  the  whole  has  been  one  of  the  best  experienced 
within  the  memory  of  the  oldest.  Ugie. — Mr.  Wm. 
Ingram,  Edinburgh,  has  had  an  exceptionally  good 
season  on  the  Ugie,  which  is  let  by  ticket.  He  had 
a  total  of  seven  salmon  (heaviest  22Ib  ),  forty-seven 
sea-trout  (heaviest  3 Jib.),  and  382  finnock  (many 
of  them  over  lib.).  This  ;is  a  record  for  the  Ugie, 
but  other  anglers  have  also  done  exceptionally  well, 
and  especially  during  the  closing  weeks. — G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — More  heavy  rains  have 
fallen  since  last  week's  report,  and  the  Solway 
rivers  have  again  been  in  flood.  The  month  of 
October  was  a  most  extraordinary  month  for  rain 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  There  were  only  three 
days  in  which  no  rain  fell  during  daylight.  In  the 
thirty-one  days  there  were  thirty  floods  and  rises  of 
water  in  the  river  Annan.  Oct.  31  and  Nov.  1 
were  wet,  and  the  Annan  was  in  flood.  Nov.  2 
held  out  promises  of  being  fine,  and  with  the  waters 
in  good  order  anglers  hoped  some  salmon  would  be 
landed.  By  noon  rain  was  falling  heavily,  and 
the  river  began  to  rise  again  quickly,  and  was  out 
of  order  by  2  o'clock.  At  last  we  have  indications  of 
fine  weather,  and  there  is  bright  prospects  for  the 
remainder  of  this  week,  and  up  till  the  night  of 
Saturday,  Nov.  14,  when  the  Annan  and  Nith  will 
close  their  waters  for  the  season.  The  only  chance 
for  the  rods  has  been  an  odd  hour  or  two  between 
the  floods,  and  some  fine  fish  have  been  landed  on 
the  different  reaches  of  the  Annan.  Among  the 
successful  have  been  the  following  : — On  the  Mount 
Annan  waters,  on  Oct.  30,  Mr.  P.  A.  Pasley-Dirom, 
of  Mount  Annan,  killed  a  good  fish  of  |16Jlb.  in  the 
pool  opposite  the  Thornsholm.  It  was  taken  with 
a  bronze  and  silver  spoon  bait,  as  the  water  was  in 
part  flood  and  out  of  order  for  fly.  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom's  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  killed  one  of  18|^lb.  in 
the  samo  pool  on  Oct.  30,  and  this  one  was  also 
taken  with  a  spoon.  On  Oct.  31  Dr.  Logan, 
Ecclefechan,  killed  one  of  211b.  in  the  Back  of  the 
Wood  pool  with  Pheasant  Fly,  and  he  hooked  and 
lost  a  second  one.  The  rain  and  rise  of  the 
water  on  Nov.  2  spoiled  all  chances  of  a  fish 
in  the  afternoon.  Before  the  water  began  to  dis- 
colour in  the  forenoon,  Mr.  Wm.  Wright,  Ednam, 
Annan,  killed  a  fine  clean-run  fish  of  fully  251b. 
with  Grey  Turkey  fiy  in  the  Spittal  pool  of  the 
lower  waters.  In  the  Castlemilk  water,  belonging 
to  Sir  Robert  Jardine,  Bart.,  Mr.  P.  Loudon  (Edin- 
burgh) caught  two  salmon  of  about  101b.  each 
with  the  gudgeon  bait.  In  the  same  water  on 
Nov.  2  Mr.  John  Rae,  Howrigg,  Ecclefechan,  killed 
a  fine  fish  of  over  201b.  with  fly,  and 
Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  Ecclefechan,  landed  one  of  about 
the  same  weight.  The  rain  of  Monday  (Nov.  2) 
caused  the  water  to  be  out  of  order  until  Tuesday 
afternoon  (Nov.  3),  when  a  number  of  good  fish 
were  hooked  and  lost,  with  the  salmon  rising  short. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  portion,  the  proprietor, 
Mr.  Dirom,  caught  one  salmon  out  of  Crutchley's 
Hole,  of  the  Back  of  the  Wood,  with  Golden 
Pheasant ;  it  weighed  15Jlb.  Mr.  Dirom's  keeper 
took  one  of  22|lb.  with  the  spoon  bait  in  the  same 
pool.  In  the  Four  Towns'  water,  local  rods  have  had 
some  nice  fish  with  worm  bait.  That  portion  of  the 
Annan  which  is  practically  free  to  visitors  is  only 
fitted  for  worm  fishing.  Mr.  W.  Irving  killed  one 
of  251b.,  and  on  Oct.  31  Mr.  D.  Bell  took  one  of 
161b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Varrie  had  one  of  like  weight 
opposite  Hightae  of  the  Four  Towns'  water.  A 
number  of  smaller  salmon  were  caught  in  some  of 
the  private  waters  higher  up  the  river 
above  the  Shillahill  Bridge.  A  large  number 
of  salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  higher 
waters  of  the  Annan  within  the  past  fortnight. 
In  the  Dumfries  Nith  a  few  fish  have  been  taken  in 
the  middle  reaches.  The  Thornhill  part  of  the 
river  has  yielded  some  nice  salmon,  but  I  do  not 
hear  of  any  of  extra  heavy  weights  being  taken.  A 
salmon  of  201b.  caught  in  the  Mid  Nithsdale 
waters  is  considered  an  extra  big  one.  A  good 
one  of  over  that  weight  was,  I  hear,  killed  in 
the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  portion  near 
Drumlanrig  Castle.  In  the  Auldgarth  and 
Closeburns  waters  a  few  salmon  have  been 
taken  but  the  weights  did  not  transpire.  Smaller 
sized  salmon  were  also  caught  in  the  Sanquhar 
waters.  The  Galloway  rivers,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Urr,  closed  their  angling  on  Saturday  last.  The 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  was  well  stocked  with  fine 
salmon,  but  the  frequent  floods  during  October 
seriously  interfered  with  sport,  the  best  record  was 
three  salmon  in  one  day.  The  Fleet  of  Gatehouse 
did  not  give  so  many  fish,  as  this  river  was 
also  repeatedly  in  spate  during  the  last  four 
weeks  of  the  season.  There  was  no  scarcity 
of  salmon  in  the  pools.  The  Ayrshire  rivers 
are  also  closed,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Stiocher,  near  Ballantrae.  This  river  has  given 
some  good  sport,  when  the  pools  were  in  order, 
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between  the  floods.  The  Stincher  closer  on  Nov.  14, 
along  with  the  Annan  and  Dumfries  Nith,  but  the 
Urr  of  Galloway  continues  open  for  about  a  fort- 
night after  that  data.  A  goodly  number  of  fish  were 
rising  on  Nov.  4,  and  I  hear  of  one  or  two 
being  landed  ;  the  sunshine  was  too  bricht  to-diy 
(Wednesday),  and  most  of  the  fish  would  b3  taken 
in  the  afternoon  and  towards  evening  when  the  sun 
is  off  the  pools.  There  i^  every  appearance  of  fine 
weather  now.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  killed  one  in 
Northfield  stream  of  the  Annan  this  afternoon  with 
the  Devon  minnow,  but  I  did  not  hear  its  weight. 
— Hbatherbeli,. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivers  have  again  been  very  much  disturbed 
by  successive  floods,  and  have  afforded  very  few 
favourable  opportunities  for  sport  since  last  report. 
The  stock  of  salmon  appears  to  be  as  abundant  as 
ever,  but,  unfortunately,  the  lower  waters  are  still 
very  unproductive  on  account  of  the  great  volume  of 
water.  At  Bolside,  on  Oct.  27.  Lieut. -Colonel  Davies 
had  one  salmon  of  14Jlb.  ;  Sir  Augustus  Webster 
one  of  121b.  On  Oct.  30,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Davies 
one  of  ISlb.  On  Oct.  31,  Sir  Augustus  Webster,  one 
of  241b.,  and  Captain  Stanley  two,  of  241b.  and 
171b.  On  the  Pavilion  and  Abbotsford  waters,  on 
Oct.  22,  Mr.  Harrison  Cripps  had  three  salmon, 
211b.,  191b..  and  181b.  ;  Mr.  Raikes  two,  201b.  and 
181b.  On  Oct,  23,  Mrs.  Harrison  Cripps  two,  221b. 
and  141b.  On  Oct.  24,  Mr.  Harrison  Cripps  had  five, 
271b.,  251b.,  231b.,  221b.,  and  191b  ;  Mr.  Stan- 
dish  Cripps  had  one  of  211b.  ;  and  Mr.  Raikes, 
one  of  201b.  On  the  Rutherford  Lodge  water 
Mr.  F.  C.  Hunter  Blair,  Mr.  Morton  Lucas, 
and  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  each  one  salmon 
on  Oct.  31,  weights  being  191b.,  171b.,  and 
141b.  On  Nov.  2  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  six 
311b.,  201b..  181b.,  171b.,  171b.,  and  171b.  ; 
Mr.  Morton  Lucas  had  seven,  261b.,  241b.,  221b., 
211b.,  191b.,  181b.,  and  161b.  On  Nov.  3  Mr. 
Morton  Lucas  had  two,  141b.  and  81b.  ;  and  Mr. 
F,  C.  Hunter  Blair,  four,  221b.,  201b.,  161b.,  and 
141b.,  on  Floors  Castle  upper  water.  On 
Oct.  31  Mrs.  Ley  had  three,  191b.,  181b., 
and  171b.  On  Nov.  2  Mr.  Francis  Ley 
had  five,  261b..  231b.,  211b.,  171b.,  and  161b., 
and  one  grilse  of  71b.  On  Nov.  3,  Mr. 
Francis  Ley  had  two.  161b.  and  141b.  Mr.  J.  Bell 
Irving  had  seven  on  Nov.  2,  311b  ,  221b.,  18lb.,  171b., 
171b.,  1  lib.,  and  61b.  On  Nov.  3,  Mr.  J.  Bell  Irving, 
four,  181b.,  181b.,  171b.,  and  161b.  On  FloorsCastle 
lower  water,  on  Oct.  31,  Mr.  McCuUochhad  five,  18tb., 
161b.,  161b.,  161b.,  and  141b.  ;  onNov.  2,  eleven, 261b., 
221b.,  211b.,  191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b..  181b.,  141b.,  141b., 
81b.  ;  on  Nov.  3,  three,  281b.,  201b.,  and  181b.  On 
Makerstoun  water  on  Oct.  20  Mr.  Herring  had  one 
salmon  of  171b.  and  a  grilse  of  41b. ;  on  Oct.  21, 
three,  251b.,  221b.  and  201b.;  on  Oct.  22,  two, 
171b,  and  161b.  ;  on  Oct.  24,  three.  201b.,  181b. 
and  161b.  On  Oct.  20,  Mr.  F.  H.  Reed  had 
three,  211b.,  18Jlb.,  and  171b.  ;  on  Oct.  21,  two, 
15Jlb.  and  141b.;  on  Oct.  22,  three,  171b.,  161b., 
andl3Jlb. ;  on  Oct.  24,  two,  191b.  and  161b.  On 
Oct.  31,  Lieut. -Colonel  Davies  had  three,  201b., 
181b.,  and  161b.  On  Nov.  2,  Major-General  the 
Hon.  W.  S.  Douglas  Home  had  nine,  221b.,  211b., 
181b.,  181b.,  181b.,  181b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  141b.,  on 
Ednam  House  water.  On  Oct.  31,  Mr.  J.  Wood  had 
two  salmon  on  the  lower  water,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Wood,  one  on  the  upper  water ;  on  Nov.  2,  on  the 
upper  water,  they  had  five  salmon,  and  on  the 
lower  water,  Mr.  Arthur  Wood  had  five  salmon 
and  one  grilse.  At  Birgham,  on  Oct.  31,  Lochiel, 
of  Lochiel,  had  one  salmon  of  271b.,  and  one  grilse 
of  71b.;  on  Nov.  2,  two  salmon,  221b.  and  171b.; 
on  Oct.  31,  Major-General  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home 
had  one  of  161b.,  and  Lord  Dunglass  had  seven, 
241b.,  221b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  161b.  ;  on 
Nov.  3,  at  Sprouston,  General  Sir  Henry  Trotter 
had  two  salmon. — Teviot. — At  Jacks  Plumb,  on 
Oct.  31,  Mr.  J.  Smith  had  one  salmon  of  121b.  ; 
on  Nov.  2,  Major  Paton  had  four,  191b.,  161b.,  161b., 
and  141b.  ;  Mr.  J.  O.  Wilson,  two.  201b.,  and  191b. ; 
On  Nov.  3  General  Paton  one  of  161b.  On  the  4th 
Mr.  Jas.  Chisholm  one  of  101b. ;  Mr.  F.  J.  Douglas 
three,  221b.,  141b.,  and  a  grilse  of  4|lb.,  and  Mr. 
Wm.  Currie  one  of  261b.  at  Teviot  Bridge,  so  far  the 
biggest  fish  on  the  Teviot.  Later, — On  Ednam 
House  upper  water,  on  Nov.  4,  Mr.  J.  Wood  had 
four  salmon.  At  Hendersyde,  sixteen  salmon  were 
caught,  weights  and  particulars  not  to  hand. — 
Maxwheel, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — Good  sport 
was  expsr.eacdd  this  last  season.  There  have  been 
321  salmon  caught,  as  compared  with  156  last  year, 
showing  an  increase  of  165  salmm;  and  3454  sea- 
trout,  as  against  4020  last  year,  showing  a  decrease 
of  566  sea-trout. — Jock  Scott. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  season  wound  up 
rather  poorly  on  Oct.  31.  The  heavy  rainfall  kept 
the  rivers  almost  bank  full  till  the  closing  day,  so 
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that  fly  fishing  was  impossible  except  on  the 
smaller  stream?,  which  run  down  quickly.  In  the 
closing  fortnight  one  angler  creeled  103  trout, 
heaviest  2! lb.,  on  lake  and  river.  The  season  also 
closed  indifferently  at  Woodburn,  the  average  take 
of  the  last  week  being  from  three  to  four  fish 
The  Marshallstown  Dam  did  better,  Mr.  J, 
Longhead  having  ten  trout  on  Oct.  30.  Salmon 
fishers  were  flooded  out  on  the  Clough  and 
other  tributaries.  In  the  past  month  only  two  or 
three  brace  of  trout  were  obtained  in  the  Antrim 
Road  Basin  —  the  private  water  of  the  Ulster 
Anders.  The  annual  "smoker"  in  connection 
with  the  Anglers  will  be  held  on  Nov.  26,  when  the 
prizes  won  at  the  Easter  and  August  competitions 
will  be  presented. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone). — Angling  came  to  a 
close  on  Oct.  31.    As  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  prac- 
tically closed  a  week  previously,  owing  to  the 
floods.    Just  now  there  is  a  heavy  stock  of  spawn 
ing  fish  on  the  grounds  about  Benburb  — J.  A.  B. 

Iiough  Neagh.— The  pollen  fisheries  closed 
on  the  31st  Oct.  Enormous  numbers  of 
salmon  passed  through  the  lake  lately  en  route  for 
the  Blackwater,  Maine,  Moyola,  Ballinderry,  etc 
The  pullen  fisheries  open  again  on  the  1st  February, 

Uoy,  Longlis  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balliua,  co. 
Mayo).  —  Both  loughs  have  fallen  very  much  during 
the  past  week.  Frost  few  nights  during  the  week 
Mr.  Bellmont  had  five  jack,  4ilb.,  131b.,  171b. 
18Jlb.,  251b.  In  the  estuary  of  the  Moy,  Mr.  Bell 
mont  had  fifteen  duck,  nineteen  golden  plover, 
fourteen  green  plover,  and  ten  curlew.  —  Pat 
Heaenes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Favoured  by  a  land  wind  and  calm 
seas,  numbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been  off  during 
the  past  few  days  after  silver  whiting,  flat-fish,  and 
small  conger.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Nov.  4) — the 
sea  is  as  calm  as  a  lake.  During  the  rough  weather 
of  last  week  several  bass  are  reported  as  having 
been  taken  off  the  West  and  Palace  Piers.  We  have 
had  a  three  days'  sea-fishing  match  on ;  a  dozen  boats 
were  off  about  a  mile  from  the  Kempton  shore  on 
Nov.  3.  The  Brighton  "winter  herring"  has  come 
in,  and  numbers  of  boats  are  now  off  nightly.  The 
fish  are  small — no  roes  or  milts — but  very  well 
flavoured.  Takes  very  small  as  yet,  and  fetching 
about  9s.  per  hundred.  Where  were  they  during 
the  summer  months  ?  and  when  do  they  spawn  ? 
are  questions  which  would  be  difficult  to  answer. — H. 

Burnham-on-Croucli.  —  Some  of  the  visiting 
anglers  for  the  past  few  days  have  had  fairly  good 
sport.  On  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Elsmore,  vice-presiderit  of 
the  Central  Association,  with  Mr.  Higgs,  City  of 
London  Piscatorials,  caught  seventy  good  whiting 
(many  small  ones  returned  to  the  water)  and  eight 
good  dabs.  On  Oct.  31,  Mr.  Elsmore  and  Mr. 
Martin  had  about  two  score  of  whiting.  On  Nov.  1 
some  of  the  boats  had  from  three  score  up  to  five  and 
a  half  score  of  mixed  fish,  and  other  boats  had  about 
half  a  score ;  I  saw  some  very  fine  whiting  and  dabs 
among  those  that  were  caught.  On  Oct.  1,  Mr. 
Higgs  came  down  again  and  with  myself  caught 
thirty-eight  good  whiting  and  nine  dabs.  He 
informed  me  that  some  of  the  whiting  caught  om 
Oct.  29  when  ready  for  the  pan  weighed  l|lb.  We 
were  pestered  with  very  small  whiting  for  a  long 
time  until  the  tide  slackened,  and  so  were  others 
who  were  fishing  near  us  on  the  bar.  A  lady  and 
gentleman,  fishing  just  abreast  of  us  with  boatman 
Martin,  caught  sixty-nine  fish.  This  week-end  will 
not  be  favourable  for  rod  and  line  angling  unless 
anglers  come  down  on  Saturday  night  for  the  next 
morning's  fishing.  Later.  — Since  sending  off  my  re- 
port I  have  just  been  notified  that  on  Nov.  1  Mr.  T.  P. 
Sharp,  jun.,  caught  fifty  fish,  his  father  seventeen, 
and  his  friend  Mr.  Robertson  twenty,  total  weight 
151b.  (fish  various).  They  went  out  in  one  of 
Cooper's  boats,  who  informed  them  where  to  go. — 
J.  Weight. 

Deal.— Thursday  (Oct.  29).— Wind  S.W.,  fine  clear 
sky,  and  water  in  decent  condition.  Good  takes 
of  fish  landed  all  round.  Oct.  30. — Wind,  westerly, 
water  smooth  as  a  millpond ;  a  large  number  of  boats 
out,  and  grand  takes  of  very  fine  fish  landed. 
Oct.  31. — Quite  a  summer  day,  and  grand  takes 
of  whiting,  pouting,  conger,  dogs,  codling,  and 
a  few  large  cod,  etc.  Miss  Marjorie  Hussey,  a 
conger  of  IS^lb.  ;  and  on  Nov.  1,  a  cod  of 
30 Jib.  was  taken  at  Walmer.  Mr.  Bowley  and 
friend,  ten  score  fine  whiting,  one  score  pouting, 
nine  large  uss  dogs,  and  two  conger.  In  the  evening 
a  very  large  contingent  of  gentlemen  put  in  an 
appearance.  Nov,  1. — N.W.,  cloudy;  quite  a  com- 
petition day  with  boats  and  boatmen  going  to  the 
fishing  grounds.  Nov.  1  and  2. — Mr.  Fisk,  twelve 
score  whiting  and  pouting,  eleven  dogfish,  two 
codling,  and  seventeen  eels.  Mr.  A.  G.  Thornton 
and  friend,  on  Oct.  31  and  Nov.  1  and  2,  twenty-four 


and  a  half  score  whitins,  two  score  pouting,  several 
dogfish  and  eels.  Oct.  3 1  and  Nov.  1.— Mr.  Flexman 
and  friend,  fourteen  score  whiting,  three  cod.  four 
conger,  nine  dogfish,  and  five  dabs.  Mr.  Carson 
and  friend,  in  two  days'  fishing,  eighteen  score 
whiting.  Nov.  1.  —  Lord  Herschel  and  friend, 
eighteen  score  of  mixtures.  Mr.  Blumenthal  and 
brother,  in  three  days,  thirtv-two  score  whiting, 
one  cod  of  211b.  Nov.  3.— Wind  northerly,  and 
misty  rain.  Takes  rather  spotty.  Messrs.  H.  C. 
Hopaon,  R.  Poulter,  and  J.  Pearson  eight  score 
whiting,  five  conger,  and  three  dabs  ;  Mr.  W.  F. 
Dendy  took  by  his  own  rod  four  score  and  eight 
whiting,  and  eight  pouting.  Nov.  4.— Wind  N.N.E. 
Moderately  fair  takes  of  fish  landed.  Should  the 
weather  continue  moderate  in  all  probability  sport 
will  continue.— Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  weather  recently  expe 
rienced  has  not  yielded  such  good  pier  results  as 
might  reasonably  have  been  expected.  On  Oct.  30 
a  few  score  of  large  whiting,  six  congers,  and  a  few 
codling  constituted  the  major  portion  of  the  day's 
catch,  small  pouting  being  very  numerous  and 
troublesome.  The  water  on  Oct.  31  was  exception- 
ally clear,  and  the  only '  bit  of  sport  worthy  of 
record  was  obtained  early  in  the  morning,  when 
some  fine  whiting  came  to  hand.  The  fishing  on 
Nov.  1  showed  little  improvement,  though 
a  few  decent  bags  were  made,  the  most 
notable  fish  taken  being  a  pollack  of  4Jlb., 
which  fell  to  Mr.  Glen's  rod  while  spinning  with 
ragworm  bait.  Among  other  pier  patrons  on  Nov.  2 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs  Couzens,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Finn,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Dodd,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Brooks,  and 
Messrs.  Holmes,  Sanderson,  Memiss,  Pierpoint, 
Fenn,  Walters,  and  Masten,  together  with  Masters 
Matthews,  Denne,  Honey  ball,  and  Norman-Smith. 
Plenty  of  pouting  were  obtainable  to  amuse  the 
youngsters,  but  the  adults  obtained  only  small 
catches  of  larger  fish.  Mrs.  MacSay  landed  a  cod- 
ling of  4Jlb.  and  other  fish  in  the  evening,  and  Mr. 
Philp's  largest  pollack  scaled  31b.  The  weather  on 
Nov.  3  opened  very  wet  and  miserable,  a 
strong  N.W.  to  N.  wind  preventing  many  from 
wetting  their  lines.  Some  small  bags  of 
whiting  were  made  upon  the  slack  of  the 
flood  tide,  and  later  in  the  day  Mr.  W, 
Dodd  landed  a  good  catch  of  large  pouts, 
and  Mrs.  E.  R.  Dodd  a  fair  mixed  bag,  which 
included  a  31b.  pollack  taken  by  her  while  bottom 
fishing.  Mr.  Homcastle  and  Mr.  Bushnell  had  a 
few  dabs  during  the  forenoon  of  Wednesday  (Nov.  4) ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Dodd  witnessed  fair  sport  among  the 
whiting,  which  were  in  evidence  very  close  to  the 
shore.  Miss  Mew  also  had  three  nice  dabs,  and  one 
gentleman  landed  a  codling  of  4Jlb.  The  wind  is 
at  present  in  the  north  east,  and  a  change  to  some 
other  quarter  is  anxiously  awaited. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings . — It  is  some  years  now  since  so  many 
fish  were  about  as  is  the  case  this  season.  This  week 
we  have  been  favoured  with  splendid  weather,  wind 
well  inland,  and  the  boats  have  done  well,  espacially 
on  Nov.  4,  when  a  number  of  fine  whiting  we  e  taken. 
Some  very  large  dogs  about ;  one  boat  this  week  had 
four  over  40ib.  each.  The  piers  are  fishing  well. 
Mr.  Creed,  on  Oct,  30,  at  St.  Leonards,  landed  a  cod 
of  101b.  6oz.,  and  several  others  up  to  6 Jib.  have 
bean  taken.  Mr.  Hicks,  on  Nov.  4,  early  morn, 
ninety  good  flat  fish,  dabs  up  to  I  Jlb.,  in  three  hours' 
fishing. — H.  D. 

Lowestoft. — Splendid  takes  of  whiting  and  cod- 
ing are  now  being  made  daily  from  the  piers  and 
beach.  Mr,  Sandbach,  fishing  on  the  North  Beach, 
had  six  cod,  the  largest  being  a  beauty  of  191b  ,  and 
a  quantity  of  whiting,  Mr.  Nursey  took  some  cod 
from  121b.  down.  A  nice  sole  of  lib.  5oz.  was  taken 
on  Oct.  31  on  the  South  Pier.  Boat  angling  is 
doing  equally  well.  Walter  Stock  (boatman),  with 
patron,  during  four  days,  had  seventeen  cod 
from  131b.  down,  and  452  whiting.  The  take 
for  the  past  week  on  the  Claremont  Pier  was  3011 
whiting,  44  codling,  and  82  dabs.  The  competitions 
for  the  cup  presented  by  Mr.  Jackson  Scott  will 
take  place  on  Nov.  12  and  14.  Besides  the  valuable 
cup,  there  are  two  prizes  presented  by  Mr.  A.  Haws, 
and  twenty-seven  others  given  by  the  Lowestoft 
Sea  Angling  Society.  The  first  fifteen  from  each 
day's  match  will  fish  in  final,  the  date  of  which  will 
be  decided  on  later. — H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — Weather  and  sport  improving.  A 
good  many  boats  at  sea,  fair  catches  generally  of 
whiting  and  gurnards,  also  a  few  conger.  Nov.  4. — 
Wind  N.E  ,  moderate ;  sea  smooth,  and  plenty  of 
sunshine.  We  hope  these  ideal  conditions  may 
continue,  and  that  we  shall  have  to  report  good 
port.— J.  H.  Rgwe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pljrmonth. — The  weather  at  the  time  of  writing 
is  very  fine,  and  has  been  like  a  summer's  day,  but 
~  do  not  wish  to  crow  too  much,  for  it  might  be  the 
reverse  to-morrow.  In  this  month  pouting  are  in 
their  prime,  and  continue  so  through  December, 
although  they  are  taken  on  through  the  winter 


months.  Pilchards  occasionally  make  their  visits 
to  these  shores  about  this  time,  and  from  now  until 
January  they  are  caught  in  great  numbers  in  the 
semes.  Fly  fiahers  who  would  like  a  little  sport  in 
the  sea  can  get  a  good  deal  of  fun  with  the  young 
pollack,  who  are  generally  found  in  shoals  at  this 
time  of  year.  They  are  only  about  eight  to  ten 
inches  long,  but  they  can  be  caught  in  great  numbers 
by  using  a  light  trout  rod  with  a  white  fly  and 
bright  body  after  the  shoals  are  once  located.  The 
list  of  edible  fish  for  this  mDnth  include  anchovy, 
shad,  herring,  sprat,  pilchard,  wrasse,  tub,  piper, 
red  gurnard,  sole,  flounder,  dab,  plaice,  mary  sole, 
halibut,  turbot,  brill,  dory,  red  mullet,  CDalfish, 
hake,  whiting,  cod,  haddock,  pouting,  ling,  smelt, 
skate,  ray,  and  all  shellfish.— William  Heabdeb 
(B.S,  A,S.). 

Bamsgate. — With  the  change  in  the  weather 
fishing  has  become  good  all  round.  Forty  to  sixty 
boats  have  been  out  daily,  and  have  returned  with 
takes  varying  between  two  and  seven  score.  The 
codling  run  a  good  size  and  are  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, but  fish  over  six  pounds  are  scarce  ;  whiting 
are  more  numerous  and  in  good  condition,  but 
somewhat  patchy.  On  Oct.  31  a  visiting  angler, 
piloted  by  Miller,  had,  with  other  fish,  twenty-seven 
dabs,  without  exception  the  finest  I  have  seen  this 
year.  Anglers  fishing  the  Iron  Pier  have  had  good 
sport — codling,  whiting,  and  bass — some  takes 
ranging  as  high  as  351b.  The  East  and  West  Piers 
have  a'sD  afforded  good  sport  with  whiting  and  a 
few  codling.  On  Nov.  3  one  angler,  fishing  the  East 
Pier  at  night,  had  five  score  odd  of  whiting.  The 
two  landing  stages  have  also  afforded  good  sport 
with  whiting  and  silver  eels. — Geey  Mullett, 

Southampton, — The  experiences  of  the  sea 
fisherman  the  last  fortnight  have  been  varied.  The 
catches  have  been  altogether  inconsistent,  and  there 
is  no  accounting  for  it,  unless  we  blame  the  spots 
on  the  sun.  One  day  the  luck  is. on  top,  and  the 
next  it  sticks  in  the  mud.  There  were  over  150 
boats  out  on  Nov.  1,  reaching  from  the  pier  to 
Calshot,  with  spaces  between.  Some  did  well  and 
others  did  not.  Some  forgot  to  take  the  grub,  some 
the  drink,  and  some  the  frying-pan.  One  boat  load 
had  nothing  to  eat  all  day,  and  another  boat's  crew 
were  sorry  they  left  their  tea  behind. — Ape  Apes 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Sonthwold.  —  Splendid  weather,  and  excellent 
sport  is  now  to  be  had  on  both  ebb  and  flood 
tides.  The  whiting  have  put  in  in  no  unmistakable 
manner  an  appearance.  They  are  to  be  had  in 
abundance,  and  fine  bags  have  resulted,  the  chief 
during  the  last  two  days  being  Mr.  Canova,  491b. ; 
Mr.  Wrightson,  421b.;  Mr.  Holmes.  23  Jib.  In  one 
day  bags  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Simmonds,  171b.; 
Mr.  Cuthbert,  15Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Jones,  19|lb. ;  Mr.  Pow- 
ditch,  251b.  Since mylastreportthefollowing  codling 
have  been  captured  :  Mr.  Jones,  four,  7 Jib.,  5 Jib., 
5Jlb.,  and  2|lb. ;  Mr.  Patrick,  one,  61b.  ;  Mr.  E. 
Reeve,  one,  81b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  Dale,  one,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Mitchell,  one,  4Jlb.  Mr.  Reeve  won  Mr.  Wright- 
son's  prize  for  heaviest  bag  of  whiting  taken  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons  during  the 
month  of  October.  Fresh  bait — lug,  sprats,  herring 
— are  to  had  onSouthwold  Pier,  where  every  accom- 
modation is  provided  for  sea  anglers.  The  sport  is 
fine,  although  late,  and  prospects  could  not  be 
better.  Mr.  Moore  hsis  just  landed  a  fine  conger  of 
61b. — L.  B.  Wrightson. 

Walmer. — The  past  week  has  been  by  far  the 
most  successful  of  the  present  year.  The  weather 
has  greatly  improved,  and  sport,  both  in  regard  to 
size  and  quantity  of  fish  taken,  leaves  little  to  be 
desired.  A  grand  cod  of  311b  ,  taken  by  a  local 
boatman — by  far  the  best  fish  taken  tor  some  years — 
has  to  be  recorded,  and,  taken  with  the  other  fine 
fish  landed,  indicates  that  big  ones  are  still  left. 
The  weather  promises  well,  and  with  the  coming 
spring  tides  sport  should  be  excellent.  At  any 
rate,  the  outlook  is  first-rate.—  Charles  Hussey 
(B.S.A.S.) 


NEW  PISOATORIAL  PATENTSs 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

13,455.    Drying  fish,  offal,  etc.    Patentee:  H.  J. 

Had  dan,  18,  Buckingham-street,  Strand, 
W.C.  Relates  to  the  process  for  drying 
oily  material,  such  as  fish  offal,  without 
injuring  the  oil  by  the  heat  employed,  so 
that  the  oil  can  be  recovered  and  the 
waste  used  as  a  fertiliser.  The  material 
is  put  into  a  partially- vacuous  steam- 
jacketed  receptacle  until  about  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  moisture  has  been  removed. 
Sawdust  or  other  oil-absorbing  material 
is  then  introduced  and  incorporated  with 
the  material,  which  is  again  heated  to 
complete  the  drying  process. 
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llssociafions,  etc. 

Anglees'  Association  (Southern  District  Visiting 
List). 

The  Walworth  Waltonians  will  take  a  visit  on 
above  list  on  Monday,  Nov.  9. — E.  Rowles  (V.  O  ). 

Bbitish  Sea.  Anqlebs'  Society. 
On  Wednesday,  Nov.  4,  Dr.  G.  Steele  Perkins 
occupied  the  chair.  Reports  from  stations  were 
read  and  discussed.  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Geo. 
Colman,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Folkestone  Sea 
Angling  Association,  reported  the  very  success'ul 
carrying  out  of  their  first  annual  competition ;  Dr. 
Patterson,  on  behalf  of  the  parent  society — for 
Folkestone  is  affiliated — bearing  testimony  to  the 
very  nice  and  able  way  the  young — very  young — 
society  had  acted ;  their  hon,  sec.  acknowledging 
the  material  assistance  he  had  received  from  many 
members  of  the  old  society.  The  results  were  read 
and  entered.  The  Sassoon  Cup  was  won  by  Mr. 
Eldridge.  and  remains  at  Folkestone.  Prizes  were 
taken  by  the  following  members  of  the  B.S  A.S  :  — 
Messrs.  R  C.  Hardy  Corfe  (2),  J.  T.  King-Cadey,  Dr. 
Patterson,  R.C.  Graham  (2),  Mrs  Graham,  T.  Hand- 
ley,  Col.  Synge.  Dr.  Patterson,  hon.  librarian,  reported 
a  donation  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan,  of  Lieut.  Maury's 
"Physical  Geography  of  the  Sea."  Thanks  were 
accorded.  The  fishing  at  Deal  had  been  excep- 
tionally good.  Mr.  MauU  had  fifteen  score  good 
whiting,  besides  other  fish  ;  Mr.  Connellan,  five  score 
in  the  bay,  a  lot  of  pouting,  and  cod  of  61b.  and 
li^lb.  ;  a  cod  of  SOJlb.  and  whiting  of  31b.  2az. 
were  taken  by  line  by  a  boatman.  Mr.  Manville 
and  his  son,  on  Oct.  30,  fifteen  score  whiting  and  six 
codling;  Oct.  31,  nine  score  and  seven  cod,  of 
41b.,  71b..  lOJlb.,  and  171b. ;  Mr.  Blumenthal,  a 
20Jlb.  cod  at  the  pier  ;  Lord  Herschell  and  friend, 
eighteen  score  ;  Mrs.  and  Miss  Hussey,  nine  and  a 
half  score,  and  a  conger  of  14^1b.  by  the  young  lady. 
Mr.  R.  C.  and  Mrs.  Graham,  at  Folkestone,  two  aad 
a  half  score  pollack,  in  three  hours,  from  the 
Promenade  Pier.  Mr.  Theake%  Deal,  four  scora 
whiting  from  the  Pier,  Felixstowe;  some  good 
codling  landed,  up  to  and  101b,  The  paper  of  the 
evening  was  then  read  by  Mr.  J.  S,  Churchward  upon 
"Erosion,  and  its  Effect  on  Sea-Fishing,"  assisted 
by  a  large  chart  displaying,  on  Ihe  wall,  (he  ocean 
currents  of  the  world  to  which  reference  was  made. 
The  lecturer  went  deeply  and  thoroughly  into  the 
subject  of  "erosion,"  fully  establishing  its  agency 
in  changing  the  face  of  the  earth  and  modifying  the 
floor  of  the  sea.  The  action  of  water  as  it  falls  from  the 
cloud?,  rushing  down  in  rivers  and  ceaselessly  moved 
aboufc  by  tides  and  currents,  was  well  demonstrated  ; 
the  laws  governing  its  action  were  defined,  and  the 
enormous  results  in  forming  deltas  at  the  river 
mouths  and  huge  tracts  of  deposited  ocean  bed, 
illustrated.  Chemical  action  was  explained,  a  large 
factor  in  erosion;  and  the  steady  decomposition  of 
the  igneous  rocks  into  resulting  ehingle,  sand,  and 
mud  was  clearly  traced.  The  deep  dredgings  of 
the  Challenger  were  adduced  in  evidence,  and  the 
preparation  of  the  fish-bearing  bottom  of  the  sea 
explained.  The  work  done  by  the  glacier  and  the 
iceberg  fields  was  very  fully  gone  into,  and,  with 
apt  quotations  from  Shelley,  a  very  scholarly  paper 
was  commenced  and  ended.  And  then  arose  the 
Philistines,  for  notwithstanding  the  lecture  was  very 
well  listened  to,  the  curious  practical  nature  of  every- 
thing British — even  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
^Society — began  to  assert  itself :  Oliver  "  asked 
for  more."  Dr.  Patterson,  while  duly  appreciating 
the  talented  lecture  he  had  listened  to,  wanted  to 
know  what  could  be  done  to  remedy  the  results  of 
the  erosion  of  the  Thames  Valley,  and  the  huge 
deposit  of  black  stinking  mud  accumulated  on  the 
sands  of  its  estuary,  destroying  its  fishing  grounds. 
Mr.  Walter  Bates  maintained,  from  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  river,  that  its  silts  and  channels 
had  undergone  little  change.  He  regretted  that 
more  information  had  not  been  brought  be- 
fore the  members  as  to  the  provision  of 
fish  food  by  the  results  of  erosion,  as  that 
matter  really  concerned  every  sea  fisherman.  The 
consumption  of  the  radioli  brought  down  by  the 
streams,  by  crustaceans,  the  foraminiforae,  animal- 
culae,  and  fry  of  all  sorts — they  again  forming  fish 
food — was  alluded  to,  and  suggestion  made  that  a 
paper  on  that  portion  of  the  subject,  illustrated  by 
microscopic  slides  on  the  screen,  would  be  of  real 
use.  Mr.  Hussey  followed  in  the  same  strain,  seek- 
ing to  elicit  what  erosions  would  follow  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  harbour  defences  at  Dover. 
After  some  apropos  remarks  by  the  chairman  upon 
Kingsgate,  which  Mr.  Hussey  had  indicated  as 
threatened,  the  lecturer  replied  to  remarks  with 
explanations.  Cordial- votes  of  thanks  to  thekc- 
turer  for  his  paper,  the  chairman  for  his  services, 
and  to  the  executive  of  the  Folkestone  Sea  Angling 
Association  for  the  courtesy  shown  to  members  at 
the  competition,  were  unanimously  passed.  The 
Hon,   Secretary   announced   that   the  S.      &  C. 


Railway  authorities  had  kindly  allowed  tickets 
issued  on  Fridays,  Nov,  13  and  20,  to  be  available 
for  return  from  Deal  all  day  upon  the  following 
Tuesdays.  The  paper  on  Wednesday,  11th  Nov., 
will  be  by  Dr.  G.  Steele-Perkins  upon  "Our 
Brother,  the  Fish,"  illustrated  with  diagrams. — 
Hon.  Reporteb. 

CiTr  OF  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
The  meeting  at  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  3,  was  well  attended,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Clark  presiding.  Fishing  reports  were  m^de  by 
the  following  gentlemen  : — Mr.  Appleyard's  catch 
included  roach  up  to  lib.  8oz  ;  Mr.  Snare,  good 
roach  and  perch,  several  over  lib. ;  Mr.  Wheeler, 
whiting,  at  Deal;  Dr.  L»dell,  whiting,  pouting,  and 
codling,  at  Ramsgate  ;  Mr.  Higgs,  a  fine  citch  of 
three  and  a  half  score  whiting  and  ten  flatfish  up 
to  IJlb.  at  Burnham-on-Crouch,  also  two  score 
whiting  and  flatfish  on  another  occasion ;  Mr. 
Clark  (chairman)  also  reported  a  good  result,  having 
taken  at  Leigh  several  flounders  up  to  lib.  15Joz  , 
and  three  pouting,  beside  a  quantity  of  other  flat- 
fish. A  gentleman  was  proposed  for  membership, 
ballot  on  Nov.  17.  Mr.  J.  Powles  West  then  pro- 
ceeded to  read  a  very  successful  humorous  paper, 
or,  rather,  series  of  papers,  most  aptly  termed 
"  Anglers' Yarns,"  which  were  greatly  appreciated 
by  an  attentive  audience,  alternately  convulsed  by 
excruciating  "  f  unniments, "  or  astonished  and 
diverted  by  marvellous  inventions.  The  reader 
(who  had  received  much  applause  throughout)  was 
accorded  at  the  conclusion  a  most  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  very  amusing  paper.  It  was 
announced  that  the  musical  evening  previously 
fixed  for  Nov.  10  had  been  postponed  by  the 
committee  for  unavoidable  reasons.  Respecting  the 
outing  to  Leigh  on  Saturday,  Nov.  14,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Fosbrooke,  of  27,  Great  Tower-street,  E.G.,  has 
kindly  consented  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  participate  are 
requested  to  communicate  their  intention  as  early 
as  possible  ;  many  names,  however,  have  already 
been  received.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  having 
been  duly  honoured,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  closed  the  proceeding?. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Maull  on  Nov.  3  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  re-stocking  the  Chesham 
water.  The  annual  outing  to  Deal  will  take  place 
on  Nov.  7,  and  be  continued  on  Nov.  9.  Members 
who  have  not  already  given  the  necessary  notice 
should  write  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  the  North 
Star,  Deal.  Owing  to  heavy  floods,  the 
Kelvedon  waters  have  been  rendered  almost 
unfishable,  but  should  be  jn  good  order  by  Nov.  7. 
The  Leigh  outing  took  place  as  arranged,  and  some 
capital  baskets  of  fiounders  were  had.  Mr.  F.  A, 
Gray  took  a  very  nice  one  of  21b.  5oz. ;  this  gave 
him  good  sport  on  a  light  rod  and  tackle.  Several 
members  have  paid  a  week-end  visit  to  Deal,  and 
had  good  takes  of  whiting  and  conger.  Members  are 
reminded  that  Dr.  Dyer's  paper  is  down  for  Nov.  10, 
and  it  is  hoped  a  large  attendance  will  result.  The 
following  is  a  brief  description  of  some  of  the  articles 
Mr.  Emery  exhibited  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  27 :— A  Roach 
Angler's  Seat,  the  chief  features  of  which  are  light- 
ness, strength,  simplicity,  and  reliability.  This,  all 
agreed,  was  the  best  seat  yet  brought  to  their  notice. 
Fishing  Bag,  similar  to  the  Gresham  bag,  but  by 
an  ingenious  contrivance  it  will  not  bulge  when 
filled.  Roach  Floats. — These  are  hollow,  the  line 
passing  through.  Coloured  pegs  keep  the  line  in 
place ;  no  caps  required.  Quite  the  newest  thing 
in  floats.  Spinners  for  Pike,  Trout,  etc. — Several 
of  various  forms  were  shown — one  in  which  the  fans 
are  placed  some  distance  from  the  head  of  the  bait 
(natural),  others  in  which  the  fans  are  at  the  tail 
of  the  bait ;  others,  again,  have  adj  ustable  fans. 
Artificial  Baits. — Several  of  these  were  shown,  and 
one  made  by  Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickens  was  greitly 
admired  for  its  life-likeness,  both  in  form  and 
colouring.  With  one  of  these  Mr.  Emery  ran 
thirteen  pike,  and  landed  every  one  !  This  speaks 
well  for  the  imitation.  Mr.  Emery  next  showed  an 
American  Knife,  which  he  described  as  the  most 
useful  article  in  his  equipment.  A  Tackle  Case, 
designed  by  Mr.  Dickens,  and  which  will  hold 
everything  an  angler  wants  while  on  a  fishing 
expedition,  met  with  the  praise  it  deserved.  In 
this  case  there  is  a  place  for  everything,  and 
the  case  is  by  no  means  large.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr,  Emery,  who,  in  reply- 
ing, informed  the  members  that  most  of  the 
exhibits  shown  will  be  shortly  placed  on  the 
market. — F,  E.  Eldred,  Hon.  Sec. 


LivEBPOOii  Angling  Association. 
The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  headquarters,  the  Stork 
Hotel,  on  Thursday,  Oct.  15,  there  being  a  fair 


number  of  members  present.  The  hon.  treasurer's 
financial  statement  and  the  hon.  secretaries'  report 
of  the  membership  were  received  with  much  gratifi- 
cation, the  condition  of  the  a.ssociation  shown 
therby  being  the  beat  for  many  years.  It  was 
decided  to  instruct  the  committee  to  put  a  further 
experimental  lot  of  two  hundred  two-year-old  trout 
and  a  large  quantity  of  coarse  fish  in  the  Knowsley 
water  during  the  winter.  The  question  of  entirely 
closing  this  water  from  March  to  June  was  deferred 
until  the  annual  meeting,  which  will  be  held  in 
January,  the  committee  being  empowered  to  close 
the  water  from  the  time  the  fish  are  turned  in  until 
that  date. — H.  L  Goldsmith,  Joint  Hon,  Ssc, 
Stork  Hotel,  Queen-square,  Liverpool. 

Pbovincial  Angling  Association. 
The  sixteenth  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the 
White  Swan  Hotel,  Edmund-street,  Birmingham, 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  31.  The  meeting  was  attended 
by  upwards  of  seventy  delegates,  the  following 
centres  being  represented — namely,  Bristol.  Black 
Heath,  Bloxwich,  Cardiff,  Cradley,  Dudley,  Kidder- 
minster, Liverpool,  Malvern,  Stafford,  Warrington, 
Wolverhampton,  Aston  and  Birmingham.  The 
secretary  read  the  report  for  the  year  1903,  which 
shows  a  large  increase  in  strength;  fifteen  new 
branches  have  been  accepted  into  the  association, 
including  the  Newport  Angling  Association.  Neath 
and  Dulais  Angling  Association,  Sutton  Coldfield  Pis- 
catorials,  Newport  and  County  Piscatorials.  Breans 
Eaves  Angling  Association,  and  the  St.  George's 
and  District  Angling  Association,  Oakengates,  Salop, 
The  financial  position  of  the  association  is  stronger 
than  at  any  pariod  sines  its  formation,  there  being 
£170  9s.  8d.  on  deposit  in  the  Post  Office  and 
Birmingham,  Dudley,  and  District  Banks,  and 
upwards  of  £50  in  the  current  account,  makinj;  a 
total  balance  in  hand  of  upwards  of  £220.  The 
election  of  officers  for  the  year  1904  resulted  as 
follows: — President,  R.  Wingfield  (Worceiber); 
vice-presidents,  R.  D.  Frost  (Bristol)  and  W.  C. 
Sadler  (Kidderminster) ;  treasurer,  J.  Hughes  (Bir- 
mingham) ;  secretary,  Harry  W.  Miller  (Birming- 
ham) ;  trustees,  W.  C.  Sadler  (Kidderminster)  and 
L.  Higgs  (Malvern) ;  committee,  P.  Knight  (War- 
rington), L,  Higgs  (Malvern),  J.  W.  Wright  (Liver- 
pool), J.  Royal  (Dudley),  C.  Capper  (Wolver- 
hampton), J.  Harris  (Cardiff),  and  W.  Bagley 
(Birmingham). — Habby  W.  Miller,  Secretary. 


THE  LITERARY  MAN  AS  AN 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


A  CERTAIN  American  man  of  letters  likes  to 
believe  that  he  is  modest,  even  if  he  is  forced  to 
admit  to  himself  that  his  modesty  may  be  due  to 
the  unfortunate  fact  that  no  one  of  liLs  works  of 
fiction  has  attained  a  sale  of  a  quarter  of  a  million 
copies.  Whatever  the  cause  of  his  modesty,  he 
cherishes  it  carefully  ;  but  it  had  a  rude  shock 
last  summer,  which  it  survived  only  with  great 
difficulty.  He  received  a  letter  from  a  firm  in 
Milwaukee  stating  that  his  "  name  and  books  are 
now  so  widely  known  that  we  desire  to  use  your 
name  and  portrait  on  a  cigar-box  label."  Here 
was  fame  suddenly  thrust  upon  him  in  its  most 
obvious  form — or  if  not  fame,  its  illegitimate 
brother,  notoriety.  The  joy  which  a  prima  donna 
feels  when  the  horses  are  taken  from  her  carriage 
and  her  admirers  insist  on  dragging  her  themselves 
from  the  opera-house  to  the  hotel  camiot  be  as  acute 
as  that  which  fills  the  soul  of  a  modest  man  of 
letters  when  he  is  besought  to  lend  his  name  and  his 
portrait  to  a  box  of  cigars.  For  a  brief  moment  he 
perceived  that  he  had  a  chance  for  once  to  be  "  in 
everybody's  mouth,"  as  the  phrase  is.  He  beheld 
his  name  attached  to  the  "  Cigar  that  made  Mil- 
waukee Famous."  He  looked  forward  and  foresaw 
that  bold  letters  in  the  primary  colo'.irs  might  soon 
declare  him  to  be  either  "  An  After-Dinner  Favourite 
or  Generously  Good."  .  .  .  Supposing  that  they 
had  not  been  courteous  gentlemen  ;  supposing  that 
they  had  been  unscrupulous  hustlei-s  ;  supposing 
that  they  had  gone  ahead  without  his  advice  and 
consent  ;  supposing  that  they  had  thrust  his  name 
and  portrait  on  then"  cigar-boxes  ;  supposing  that 
they  had  insisted  on  pointing  out  his  "  geueroits 
goodness  "  in  letters  10ft.  tall  ;  supposing  they  had 
chosen  to  disregard  his  wishes  and  to  outrage  his 
cherished  modesty — what  redress  had  he  ?  Had  ho 
any  exclusive  right  to  his  own  "  name  and  por- 
trait "  ?  His  name  was  his  trade-mark  serving  to 
identify  his  books  ;  could  they  attach  this  trade- 
mark to  their  cigar-boxes  without  his  consent  ? 
His  portrait  was  a  part  of  himself :  could  they 
violate  this  privacy,  and  paint  the  portrait  on  the 
house-top  and  at  the  edge  of  the  gutter,  in  spite  of 
his  protest  ?  In  other  words,  did  he  own  himself, 
or  could  anybody  "  jump  the  claim "  ? — From 
"  The  Point  of  View  "  in  the  November  Scribner's. 
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Rowings       if^c  i5ap. 

"Life  is  a  lease  imposed  on  the  occupant  without 
previous  communication  of  the  conditions  i  i  the 
contract." — Guy  Delaforest. 


They  have  been  busy  in  Battersea  this  week. 
First  tliere  was  the  municipal  election  (many  "  Pro- 
gressives "  were  landed),  and  then  came  an  event 
of  much  greater  importance — to  anglers.  By  per- 
mission of  the  L.C.C.  the  lake  in  Battersea  Park 
has  been  netted  for  the  benefit  of  the  Thames,  and 
the  nettmg  has  been  a  big  success.  On  the  first  day 
between  four  and  five  tons  of  fish  were  taken,  carp 
runnmg  up  to  61b.,  perch  going  to  2|lb.,  and  tons 
of  bream  and  roach.  Mr.  Rough.  Chief  Inspector, 
T.A.P.S.,  says  a  finer  lot  of  stock  fish  has  never 
been  placed  in  the  Thames, 

•  •  •  ♦  • 

The  L.C.C.  officials  did  their  work  splendidly. 
Many  well-known  anglers  were  present.  Mr. 
Huntley,  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  was  in  charge  of 
the  nets.  Several  clubs  were  well  represented.  Such 
a  big  work  costs  a  bit,  and  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  necessary  funds  were  subscribed  by 
anglers.  The  official  report  has  not  yet  come  to 
hand.  The  Fishing  Gazette  will  give  further 
particulars  next  week. 


MEMBEESof  theB  S.A.S.  are  reminded  that  entries 
for  the  boat  competition  (Deal)  close  to-day,  Satur- 
day, Nov.  7.  and  entries  for  the  pier  close  on  Thurs- 
day, Nov.  12.  There  is  every  prospect  of  a  good 
competition,  but  Mr.  Wind  and  Miss  Weather,  the 
well-known  Daily  Graphic  young  lady,  may  have 
something  to  say  in  the  matter.  1  would  also  remind 
members  that  at  the  club  room,  oq  Wednesday 
Nov.  11,  Dr.  G.  Steele-Perkins  will  lecture  on  "Our 
Brother,  the  Fish,"  illustrated  with  diagrams. 
"  Shall  I  kill  my  brother  fish  ?  "  Yes  !  whenever  I 
get  the  chance. 

Those  who  have  read  that  most  amusing  chapter 
entitled  "The  Tragedy  of  a  Tench"  in  Robert 
Stanley's  "  Angling  Anecdotes  "  (published  by 
Sampson  Low  &  Co.),  will  sympathise  with  the 
treasurer  of  the  School  Board  Anglers,  whose 
lovely  perch  had  been  "  skinned  "  for  cooking 
The  heroes  of  "  The  Tench  "  had  it  served  up  hot 
for  dinner  !    This  is  a  "  Tale  of  Two  Perch,"  and  is 

written  as  a  warning  against  two  evils.  He  says  :  

***** 

"  1.  Never  fish  with  dry  gut.— Some  years  ago 
near  Denver  Sluice,  after  an  hour  or  two's  worm 
fishing,  I  put  up  a  spinner  for  perch  to  a  strong 
gut  cast  which  I  neglected  to  soak.  In  a  few 
minutes  I  had  on  a  glorious  perch,  at  least  21b. 
judging  from  appearances,  and  while  stooping  to 
pick  up  the  landing-net  the  cast  broke,  and  away 
went  perch,  Foster's  kill-devil  and  all. 

***** 

"2.  Never  trust  anybody  else  with  your  fish.— A 
week  or  two  since,  near  Hilgay,  I  had  better  luck. 
A  niagnificent  worm  secured  me  a  magnificent 
perch,  which,  as  I  was  fishing  from  a  boat,  found  a 
™y  ^^S-  Seventeen  inches  long 
and  2Jlb,  weight,  my  mind's  eye  beheld  it  adorning 
the  wall  of  my  little  den  at  home.  Arriving  late  in 
the  evening  at  my  hostel,  it  was  impossible  to  send 
off  the  fish  for  preservation  till  next  day,  so  it  was 
left  in  a  cool  place  overnight.  Alas  !  when  wanted 
lor  despatch  to  London,  it  was  found  that  my 
worthy  landlady  had  skinned  it  for  cooking  !  Such 
a  thing  I  had  read  of,  but  uatil  then  had  never 
experienced,  and  I  have  not  yet  quite  got  over  it. 
Let  the  angler  keep  strict  guard  over  his  fish  if  he 
wants  to  preserve  a  specimen." 


I  HAVE  to  congratulate  Miss  Marjorie  Hussey 
on  her  capture  at  Deal,  on  Oct.  31,  of  a  141b. 
conger.  Marjorie  is  a  very  young  angler,  but  she  is 
as  keen  as  her  parents  at  the  sport,  which  is  saying 
much,  and  her  enthusiasm  for  the  rod  is  hardly 
likely  to  be  damped  by  the  success  which  has 
already  crowned  her  angling  efforts.  On  the  same 
day  she  and  her  mother  took  nine  and  a  half  score 
fine  whiting  in  three  hours— a  capital  take  indeed 


Mb.  Chaeles  Hussey  writes :—"  Dear  Drag   In 

the  kindly  report  of  my  B.S.A.S.  lecture  which 
appeared  in  last  week's  issue,  for  which  thanks, 
no  mention  was  made  of  my  acknowledgment  of 
the  assistance  I  received  by  the  loan  from  Mr. 
Harris,  of  77,  London-road,  Dover,  of  many  of 
the  negatives  from  which  I  made  the  slides.  Mr. 
Harris's  photographic  work  is  so  excellent  that 
It  desf  rvf  s  more  than  the  local  reputation  he  enjoys 
in  Dover,  high  as  that  reputation  is." 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Dart  Conservators  recently, 
the  Hon.  R.  Dawson  presiding,  it  was  reported  that 
the  number  of  salmon  caught  in  the  past  season  by 
rod  and  line  was  261,  weighing  24621b.,  against 
158  and  18051b.  in  1902,  and  90  in  1901.  At 
Totnes  Weir  Fishery  by  net  447  were  taken 
against  453  and  270  respectively,  and  it  was 
calculated  that  fourteen  Stoke  Gabriel  boats 
averaged  100,  and  four  Dittisham  boats  144  each 
—a  total  of  1976  fish  and  a  weight  of  about  20,0001b 


That  old-established  angling  club,  the  Izaak 
Walton,  whose  headquarters  are  at  the  George  IV. 
Brunswick  street.  Hackney-road,  N.E.,  have  their 
annual  distribution  of  cups  and  special  prizes 
(which  will  be  followed  by  a  concert)  on  Wednesday 
evening.  Nov.  11,  at  9  o'clock.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  a  very  pleasant  evening  will  be  spent, 
and  "if  time  and  weather  permits"  I  shall  "look 
in."  Others  who  would  care  to  do  eo  will  be 
welcomed  by  both  Chairman  Riches  and  Vice- 
chairman  Hayward,  or  the  indefatigable  Hon.  Sec. 
Butt. 


The  Earl  Darnley  Angling  Society  is  only  a  young 
club,  so  there  were  no  "great  expectations"  when 
the  A.  B.  S.  box  was  opened  the  other  evening  yet 
the  very  respectable  sum  of  £2  8s.  was  handed  over. 
There  was  a  capital  concert  at  the  box-opening 
ceremony.  Mr.  C.  J.  King  presided,  with  Mr! 
Sampson,  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  in  the  vice. 


The  Briny  Anglers  have  an  outing  to-morrow 
(Nov.  8)  to  Southend.  Pier  only.  Traiu  from 
Fenchurch-street  9  o'clock.  Carriages  have  been 
reserved  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Bullcck  (a  committee-man 
and  railway  agent). 


On  Saturday  (Oct.  31).  Mr.  Jas.  Smellie,  of  the 
Serapis  Angling  Society,  whilst  fishing  for  perch 
(with  a  very  fine  Nottingham  twist  line  and  live 
minnow),  caught,  at  Broxbourne,  a  jack  of  13ilb 
After  thirty-five  minutes'  excitement,  Mr.  Jack  waa 
landed — in  excellent  condition. 


November, 


Chilly  November,  gruesome,  harsh,  and  bleak 
With  morning  mists  and  evening  fogs  appears 

Like  an  old  man,  wizened  and  worn  and  weak- 
Borne  nigh  to  earth  by  weight  of  many  years 

How  his  cold  breath  benumbs  the  very  heart 
And  gnaws  the  vitals  of  each  shivering  soul  ' 

Blanching  and  shrivelling  our  every  part. 
Rude  winds  and  biting  blasts  his  only  'dole  ' 

Wrap  closer  still  the  mabtle,  lest  he  pierce 
With  his  keen  breath  the  frail  and  fragile  form  ' 

For  old  November  can  be  very  fierce, 

Sere,  sullen  sire  of  many  a  screeching  storm  ' 

Yet  wish  him  not  to  die— for  when  he  dies 
More  peevish  gloom  full  oft  bedims  the  skies. 

— C.   F.  FOESHAW. 


-n'  V  T,  Ti-r  GsiFriTHS,  proprietor  of  the 
Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  Farnham,  Surrey,  recently 
stated  that  the  Frensham  Pond  would  shortly  have 
a  big  addition  to  its  already  well-stocked  water  as 
a  large  private  lake  in  the  near  neighbourhood  was 
about  to  be  netted  and  drained  (first  time  for  about 
fifteen  years)  with  a  view  of  restocking  with  trout 
and  the  owner  had  generously  offered  to  transfer 
the  present  occupants  to  "  the  pond."  I  now  hear 
that  m  consequence  of  the  excessive  rainfall  the 
netting  and  the  draining  of  the  said  lake  will 
not  take  place  for  about  four  or  five  weeks.  Mr 
Griffiths  writes:  "I  have  been  running  the  water 
"F.'^L  f*"®  ^"'^^  i°  extent)  at  the  rate 

°f.,^^'?0*?°«,«<^*^y  forthe  last  fortnight,  and  it  is 
still  10  mches  above  ordinary  level.  The  corre- 
spondmg  week  last  year  three  persons  caught  fiftv- 
three  pike,  ranging  from  71b.  to  181b.  This  week 
two  good  anglers  had  three  days:  result,  nil 
With  more  settled  weather  some  good  sport  should 
be  had.  I  will  let  you  know  when  the  other  lake  is 
netted. 


An  angler  found  a  rough-looking  individual  in 
his  cellar.  "  Who  are  you  ?  "  he  demanded.  "  The 
gas  man  come  to  take  the  meter,"  was  the  reply 
"Good  gracious!"  cried  the  fisherman,  "I  hoped 
you  were  only  a  burglar." 


A  scientific  paper  says  the  earth's  surface  is 
slowly  changing,  and  what  is  a  valley  to-day  may 
be  a  mountain  a  million  years  hence.  A  man  who 
contemplatfs  making  a  fishing  lake  in  the  valley 
should  remember  this,  and  be  prepared  to  find  his 
rOOl  IQS^^        °^  ^  ^'^^  mountain  in  the  year 


I  HAVE  heard  some  "  fish  stories  "  in  my  time— 
I  have  told  a  few  myself — but  I  do  not  remember 
whether  the  following  mendacious  yarn  which 
Captain  Tom  Jinks  spins  in  the  New  York  Press 
has  ever  been  appropriated. 

***** 

"I  must  tell  you  of  the  most  remarkable  thing 
that  ever  happened  to  me  since  I  first  fished 
Jamaica  Bay,  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  Early 
the  other  morning  I  was  trolling  for  bass  along  the 
trestle.  When  almost  half  way  across  I  saw  a  row- 
boat  tied  to  the  piles.  An  old  man  was  sitting  in 
the  boat  dozing  off.  He  had  eight  small  bells 
attached  to  wires,  four  on  each  side  of  the  boat, 
with  a  line  on  each  one.  Every  line  had  a  porgie 
hooked,  and  the  old  man  never  pulled  them  ia.  1 
was  going  to  yell  out  to  him,  but  all  at  once  the 
different  sounds  from  the  bells  attracted  my  atten- 
tion, and  as  sure  as  I  live  they  played  '  Then  You'll 
Remember  Me.' 

•  •  •  •  • 

"I  got  frightened  at  that,  and  thought  some- 
thing was  ghostly  around  that  boat.  The  old  man 
still  slept  on.  As  I  rowed  away  I  could  faintly  hear 
the  porgies  pulling  the  lines  and  playing  'Pull  for 
the  Shore,  Sailor,  Pull  for  the  Shore.'  The  old  man 
woke  up,  put  his  oars  in  the  oarlocks,  pulled  in  the 
lines,  and,  as  I  live,  not  a  fish  on  any  one  of  them  ! 
The  fish  that  had  displayed  such  musical  talent 
had  all  escaped.  The  old  man  threw  the  line":  into 
the  basket  in  disgust,  and  rowed  to  the  shore.  I 
tell  you  that  musical  performance  knocked  all  the 
fishing  out  of  me  for  that  day.  Somehow  it  seemed 
to  require  some  explanation." 


In  happpy  moments  day  by  day  " — a  lovely 
song  brought  to  my  mind  by  a  clever  set  of  post- 
cards— "The  Happy  Moments  Series,"  published 
by  Beechings,  163,  Strand.  Sporting  figures— an 
angler  amongst  them — in  funny  situations,  all 
'ighly  coloured.  Don't  get  looking  at  these  cards 
in  church  or  at  meals.  It  will  be  dangerous  if  you 
do,  for  you  must  laugh. 

Pbofessob  Cbookes  says  that  10,000  microbes  in 
our  water  don't  matter  much,  as  most  of  the 
microbes  are  "policemen,  not  burglars." 

Mary,  Mary,  "Little  Mary," 
How  do  your  feelings  go. 
When  to  fill  a  hollow 
You  microbes  swallow. 
Ten  thousand — all  in  a  row  ?  i 


Clebkenwell  anglers,  whose  name  is  legion,  can 
spend  a  cheerful  evening  (or  an  off  club  night)  at 
the  Northampton  Institute.  This  is  a  great  educa- 
tional establishment,  but  music  and  light  forms  of 
art  are  not  neglected.  "The  Strolling  Players" 
on  Saturday  night  were  simply  delightful.  How 
Mr.  Axford,  the  hard-working  secretary,  must 
rejoice  to  see  crowded  audiences  at  these  beautiful 
entertainments  ! 


The  Vespers,  a  fine  vessel  belonging  to  Dunkirk, 
has  been  wrecked  off  Ushant.  Many  lives  would 
have  been  lost  but  for  the  bravery  of  a  young 
fisher  girl  belonging  to  Ushant  Island,  who  swam 
off  in  a  dreadful  sea  and  established  communication 
with  the  shore.  If  the  B.S.A.S.  has  a  loose  medal 
knocking  about,  I  should  like  to  see  that  brave  girl  i 
get  it. 


A  PBIEST  at  Florence,  the  son  of  a  poor  fisherman, 
had  a  net  spread  every  day  on  the  table  at  which 
he  dined.  This,  he  said,  was  to  remind  him  of  his 
lowly  origin.  An  Abbacy  fell  vacant;  this  priest's 
meritorious  humility  was  remembered — and  re- 
warded He  was  made  Abbot.  The  net  no  longer 
adorned  his  table.  He  was  asked  the  reason. 
"  Why,  don't  you  see  ?  —the  fish  is  caught,"  was  the 
wily  Abbot's  reply. 

Billet  is  called  "saithe  "in  Scotland;  "rauning" 
in  Cornwall,  or  "ravenous  pollack";  in  Yorkshu-e 
it  is  called  "parr,"  when  young,  and  "billet"  in 
middle  age;  "coalsey,"  "coal  whiting,"  and  "black 
pollack  "  are  also  common  names;  in  north-west  of 
Ireland  it  is  called  "  clissaun." 


"  Like  the  rest  of  my  sex,"  said  the  mermaid, 

"  I  suppose  I  open  my  mouth  a  good  deal,  but  " 

"But  what?"  interrupted  the  lobster.  "I  never 
put  my  foot  in  it."  continued  the  belle  of  the  sea, 
as  she  plunged  into  the  surf. 


A  GBEAT  philosopher  says :  "  In  the  economy  of 
nature  nothing  is  lost.  The  inside  of  an  orange  may 
refresh  one  man,  while  the  outside  of  the  same  fruit 
may  serve  as  a  medium  for  breaking  another  man's 
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pFoviiieial  flugling  Ilotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Saturday  evening  last  at 
the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Edmund-street,  Birming- 
ham, when  about  seventy  delegates  from  the  various 
branches  attended  ;  Mr.  R.  Winefield,  of  Worcester, 
presided.  The  secretary,  Mr.  H  Miller,  presented 
his  report  for  the  past  year.  This  went  to  show 
that  fifteen  new  clubs  had  been  enrolled — seven  in 
Birmingham  and  eight  outside  the  city.  The 
strength  of  the  association  is  over  six  thousand 
members.  The  balance-sheet  showed  a  balance  of 
over  £200  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
association.  The  balance-sheet  and  report  were 
adopted.  The  election  of  officers  resulted  in 
the  following  gentlemen  being  elected  : — Mr.  R. 
Wingfield,  v\  orcester,  president ;  Mr,  R.  D.  Frost, 
Bristol,  and  Mr.  Sadler,  Kidderminster,  vice- 
presidents  ;  Mr.  J.  Hughes,  Birmingham,  treasurer  ; 
Mr.  H.  Miller,  Birmingham,  secretary ;  Mr.  Stephens, 
Wolverhampton,  auditor ;  Messrs.  Sadler  and  Higgs, 
trustees ;  committee  :  Mr.  Wright,  Liverpool,  Mr. 
Wright,  Warrington,  Mr.  Bagley,  Birmingham,  Mr. 
Higgs,  Worcester,  Mr.  Royal,  Dudley,  Mr.  Harris, 
Cardiff,  and  Mr.  Capper,  Wolverhampton.  It  was 
decided  to  still  retain  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal 
for  the  the  benefit  of  the  northern  members. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  vice- 
chairman  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. 
We  have  had  a  very  nice  change  in  the  weather 
during  the  past  two  days.  It  has  been  bright  and 
sunny,  and  if  it  continues  for  a  few  days  our  rivers 
will  be  in  good  order  for  Nov.  8,  when  a  few  bye- 
contests  will  be  fished  in  the  Severn.  The  heavy 
floods  have  done  much  to  clear  away  the  rubbish 
from  the  rivers,  and  as  a  consequence  the  fiah  will 
be  found  to  be  on  the  feed.  It  has  been  a  long  time 
since  we  had  a  fishing  match  between  two  of  our 
members.  One  took  place  on  Nov.  1  between  W. 
Groves  and  W.  Sydenham.  The  contest  was  of 
two  hours'  duration,  and  was  fished  in  the  canal 
at  Fradley  Junction.  The  match  was  for  £5  per 
side,  only  roach  to  count.  The  result  was  that 
Groves  caught  seventy-six  fish,  and  his  opponent 
forty-four.  Canal  fishing  and  pool  fijhiug  have  been 
much  better  since  the  change  ia  the  weather  ;  some 
good  pike  have  been  taken,  the  largest  fish  recorded 
being  a  little  over  101b.  Some  nice  eels  have  been 
taken,  but  the  roach,  perch,  and  dace  have  run 
small.  The  new  Birmingham  travelling  cards  will 
contain  several  new  stations  on  the  Mialand  Rail- 
way. Three  new  clubs  are  down  on  the  agenda 
for  the  B.D.U.A.A.  for  affiliation  on  Nov.  12. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Despite  a  continuance  of  the  wet  weather  quite  a 
number  of  rods  have  been  at  work  on  the  Fen 
waters,  but  sport  has  been  of  a  most  varying 
description.  Those  who  patronised  the  Witham 
had  a  heavy  flood  water  to  deal  with  last  week,  and 
mid-streaia  fishing  practically  yielded  no  results. 
Toe  Forty-foot  has  recovered  considerably  from  the 
floods  of  last  week,  especially  on  the  middle  reaches. 
Perch  have  again  come  on  the  feed,  one  or  two  up 
to  l^lb.  each  having  been  taken. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  favourble  for  angling 
this  week  so  far,  consequently  anglers  have  been  out 
in  good  force,  both  on  the  river  Hull  and  the 
Ancholme  and  Ludd,  in  Lincolnshire,  and  from  the 
latter  some  very  fair  catches  of  fish  have  been  made. 
From  the  Brigg  district  of  the  Ancholme  some 
f'eceut  mixed  bags  have  been  made,  both  paste, 
wheat,  and  maggots  accounting  for  good  fish,  and 
pike  anglers  have  done  fairly  well,  boin  in  the  rivers 
Ludd,  Hull,  and  the  Maiket  Weighton  Canal,  where 
lish  up  to  71b.  have  been  secured ;  some  good  roach 
were  taken  in  the  river  Hull  list  week-end.  Mr.  W. 
H.  Barker,  of,the  Bull  ana  District  Amelaamation, 
fish'ngabo  ve  Bull  Bridge,  amongst  other  fli-h,  showed 
a  roach  of  lib.  6^oz.,  and  other  anglers  had  dsh  scal- 
ing close  upon  li  b.  each,  paste  accounting  lor  the  best 
tish,  although  in  the  upper  districts  of  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  small  red  worms  are  proving  a 
most  enticing  bait  both  for  roach  and  perch,  and 
several  fish  up  to  Jib.  have  been  taken.  As  all  our 
local  societies  have  about  finished  their  match  fish- 
ing season,  they  are  now  giving  their  attention  to 
annual  dinners,  meetings,  and  election  of  officers, 
several  of  which  will  be  held  during  the  month. 
Another  new  angling  society  is  about  being  formed 
at  the  Mechanics'  Arms  in  Liddell-street,  to  add  to 
our  long  list  of  locale,  and  is  likely  to  be  a  strong 
one.  The  Oxonians  will  hold  their  annual  spread 
on  Nov.  27. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

All  over  this  county  the  one  great  complaint  is 
the  wet  weather.  On  Nov.  1  two  Warrington  anglers 
met  to  fish  a  six  hours'  match  for  a  money  stake  of 
£2.  James  Buckley  is  au  old  hand,  and  S.  R. 
Lodge  a  younger  hand.  Sport  was  chiefly  amongst 
the  gudgeon,  and  in  the  end  victory  rested  with 
Lodge  by  about  2lb.  weight.  Some  useful  stocking 
was  done  at  the  Warrington  end  of  the  Bridgwater 
Canal  on  Saturday  last,  1200  roach  and  perch 
finding  a  new  home.  The  BoUin  continues  in  flood 
and  unSshiblo.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Levens- 
hulme  A.S.  is  called  lor  Nov.  9.  The  Sa'ford  Socia's 
have  just  concluded  a  very  successful  year,  and  by 
accepting  several  new  members  increased  their 
membarsnip.  Next  season  they  intend  going  in  for 
a  spirited  progrtimme.  Ths  annual  meeting  of  t  e 
Woft  Salford  A.S.  is  now  a  thing  of  tie  past.  A 
very  efficient  lot  of  officer*  have  been  elected,  with 
Co  on?!  Lees  Knowles,  M.P.,  ai  president  and  old 
hands  in  the  thre  >  principal  offices.  So  far  they  do 
not  seem  to  be  extending  as  they  desire,  but  no 
doubt  in  time  tha  local  clubs  wi  1  come  in. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

In  common  with  the  King's  subjects  everywhere, 
we  are  suffering  from  a  plethora  of  heavy  rains — to 
see  a  rainbow  would  be  a  treat.  If  these  go  on  at 
the  present  rate  reports  must  contain  notices  of 
where  land  is  to  be  found  to  fish  from.  A  cheering 
report  of  success,  and  therefore  doubly  welcome  in 
these  times  of  depression,  is  to  hand  of  a  visit  of  a 
City-road  angler  to  Kiilarney.  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass 
in  less  than  a  month  took  nineteen  salmon, 
weighing  1701b.,  and  including  a  beauty  of  301b., 
the  second  largest  on  record  from  these  waters,  and 
300  trout.  Two  other  city  rods  in  a  fortnight  did 
well.  Messrs.  Walton  and  Burgess  had  five  salmon 
from  51b.  to  101b.,  and  a  quantity  of  trout.  Mr. 
Burgess  landed  a  salmon  8flb.  on  a  trout  cast  and 
rod.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  eidded  two  new 
members  to  their  roll-call  and  1000  good  fish  to 
their  new  waters.  Evidently  they  are  now  well 
stocked,  for  last  week  -  end  specimens  of  21b., 
lib.  14oz.,  lib.  lOoz.,  and  several  of  8oz.  were 
taken.  The  Ordsall  Socials  have  just  fijhed  a 
sides  contest  at  Poynton  ;  seventeen  competed,  but 
only  seven  caught  fish.  They  have  also  elected  a 
new  executive,  and  appear  to  have  any  amount  of 
go  in  thetn. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  after  the  flood  was  pursued  on  Nov.  2 
until,  in  the  afternoon,  rain  again  began  to  fall. 
Roach  were  found  to  bite  freely  in  the  quiet  eddies, 
and  at  Wilford,  below  the  railway  bridge,  several 
bream  were  taken  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob 
worm.  On  Nov.  3  the  Trent  rose  six  or  seven 
inches,  but  as  the  day  was  beautifully  fine  large 
numbers  of  votaries  flocked  to  the  favourite  waters. 
Fish,  however,  were  difficult  to  tempt,  the  reason  of 
their  non-feeding  being  attributed  to  the  abnormally 
low  temperature  of  ttie  water.  This  was  evidently 
due  to  the  previous  afternoon's  rain.  Anglers  tried 
all  kinds  of  seasonable  baits — worms,  gentles,  and 
paste — but  beyond  the  capture  of  a  few  roach, 
sport  was  poor  in  the  extreme.  The  recent  flood 
has  scoured  the  bed  of  the  river  in  a  surprising 
manner,  and  as  soon  as  normal  conditions  prevail, 
swimming  the  bait  will  be  found  more  effective  than 
using  it  in  tight-floating  style.  Care,  however, 
must  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of  swims. 
On  Thursday  night  (Oct.  29;  the  City  Pis- 
catorial Society  celebrated  their  half  -  yearly 
dinner  at  headquarters,  and  afterwards  the  yearly 
meeting  was  held.  The  secretary  (Mr.  Jos.  Clements) 
presented  the  accounts,  and  from  these  it  seems 
that  the  treasurer  (Mr.  W.  Benson)  has  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £27  lis.  Id.  The  society  has  a  hundred 
members,  and  it  was  stated  that  many  local  gentle- 
men were  waiting  to  be  admitted.  The  Conser- 
vators (Notts)  for  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  for  the 
year  are  Earl  Manvers,  Mr.  G.  F.  Foljambe,  Mr. 
J.  Neal.  Mr.  J.  R.  Starkey,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Wright, 
and  those  for  Lincolnshire,  Sir  Hickman  Bscon, 
Bart.,  Mr.  H.  D.  Marshall,  the  Rev.  F.  Freshney, 
and  Col.  G.  H.  Hutton.  A  t  the  period  of 
writing  the  Trent  had  improved  in  colour,  and 
with  more  settled  weather  in  evidence,  prospects 
looked  brighter  than  they  have  looked  for  the  past 
two  months. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Ouse  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  York  has 
been  further  suspended  by  the  floods,  but  the  river 
is  in  a  much  improved  condition  this  week. 
Angling  for  roach  in  the  Foss  has  been  fairly  suc- 
cesslul.  A  very  fine  one  was  caught  on  Oct.  30  by 
Mr.  Cooper.  The  Rose  and  Crown  Anghng  Club, 
Aidwark,  York,  spent  an  agreeable  evening  on 
Oct.  28,  and  the  members  and  Iriends  of  the  Wheat- 
sheaf  Angling  Club  held  their  second  annual  dinner 
recently.  The  pollution  of  the  Costa  beck  by  sewage 


was  considered  by  the  Pickering  Urban  District 
Council  last  Monday  |night.  Mr.  Fairley,  of  Leeds, 
who  had  analysed  a  sample  of  the  water,  considered 
that  it  would  be  most  injurious,  probably  fatal,  to 
fish  life.  It  is  proposed  to  remedy  the  nuisance  by 
diverting  the  course  of  the  sewage,  and  the  matter 
was  postponed  for  a  month. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  is  now  very  mild  generally  through- 
out the  country,  and  salmon  are  pushing  up  to  the 
spawning  grounds  in  good  numbers  on  all  the 
principal  waters.  The  annual  general  meeting  of 
the  conservators  of  the  Waterville  District  waa  held 
last  week,  when  the  appointment  of  clerk  and  in- 
spector to  the  board  was  taken  up.  After  some  dis- 
cussion, the  clerk  was  ordered  to  advertise  for 
candidates  for  theposition,  the  election  to  take  p\atce 
on  Nov.  10.  The  salary  was  fixed  at  £50  per  annum, 
with  a  commission  of  Is.  6d.  on  each  licence  sold  in 
the  district.  The  c'.erk  drew  attention  to  an  al'eged 
case  of  il  ega'  net  fishing  on  the  defined  mou  h  of  the 
rivdr  Inoy,  ani  the  boa  d  directed  him  to  institu  e 
lejal  proceaoinjs  in  the  ma'.ter.  Sea  ang  ing  ha* 
given  fair  or  ave  aie  sport  cccas'oual  y  at  many 
stations  in  Munster  and  Comaught.  Herrings  arn 
once  more  reported  nimerous  along  the  Kerry 
coast. 


SEWAGE  TREATMENT. 

Anglers  suffer  so  from  the  effluents  of  sewage 
farms  that  they  ought  to  keep  their  eyes  open  on 
the  question,  and  vote  for  the  bacterial  method  a.s 
the  only  satisfactory  one.— Ed.  F.O. 

The  following  notes  on  the  treatment  of  sewage 
are  abstracted  from  a  paper  contributed  by  Mr.  J. 
Woodward  Hill,  Associate  M.  Inst.  C.  E.,  to  the 
South  African  Association  of  Engineers  :  — 

After  the  sewage  has  been  brought  to  the  outlet 
works  or  site  for  utilisation  and  treatment,  the  per- 
plexing question  arises,  "  What  is  to  be  done  with 
it  ?  " 

The  problem,  as  stated  by  G.  E.  Waring,  jun.,  is 
"  to  separate  one  part  of  organic  matter  from  one 
thousand  parts  of  water,  and  leave  the  water  pure," 
to  which  should  be  added  that  the  purification  must 
take  place  at  the  works,  and  not  on  other  persons' 
property  below  the  works,  and  that  the  process  of 
purification  must  not  create  a  nuisance. 

The  methods  of  treatment,  omitting  sea  outfalls, 
are  (1)  Chemical  Treatment,  (2)  Land  Irrigation,  and 
(3)  IBacterial  Treatment. 

Chemicai.  Treatment. 

In  1855,  and  for  many  years  afterwards,  it  was 
thought  that  a  large  profit  could  be  made  out  of  town 
sewage  by  chemical  treatment,  precipitation,  and 
conversion  of  the  fajcal  matter  into  artificial  manure, 
but  this  idea  has  been  gradually  abandoned. 

Lime,  sulphate  of  alumina,  sulphide  of  iron,  crude 
alum,  copperas,  and  magnetic  oxide  are  principally 
used  in  chemical  processes  ;  they  remove  suspended 
matter,  but  they  do  not  deal  with  matters  in  solution 
which  are  readily  putreseible,  and  they  merely  post- 
pone decomposition,  which  is  ultimately  inevitable. 

Chemical  processes  have  the  further  disadvantage 
of  producing  a  mass  of  sludge  which  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  dispose  of  profitably. 

The  chemicals  are  too  expensive,  having  due 
regard  to  their  want  of  ultimate  and  permanent  effi- 
ciency, but  they  are  often  very  useful  for  temporary 
purposes,  and  must  not  be  condemned  as  worthless. 
Land  Irrigation. 

The  first  sewage  farm  in  England  was  inaugurated 
at  Carlisle  in  1860  ;  the  Croydon  Farm  at  Beddmg- 
ton  commenced  in  the  same  year,  followed  by  that 
of  Bedford  in  1868.*  These  farms  are  still  running 
successfully,  and  there  is  no  test  so  severe  as  that 
of  time. 

In  the  early  days  of  land  irrigation  by  sewage  the 
prospects  of  large  profits  from  a  series  of  magnificent 
crops  induced  the  local  authorities  of  many  towns 
in  Great  Britain  to  embark  on  sewage  farming  as  a 
profitable  and  satisfactory  solution  of  the  sewage 
problem,  but  the  modern  view  is  that  profit  is 
entirely  a  secondary  consideration  to  the  cleanly 
and  safe  disposal  of  the  sewage. 

Where  prices  of  agricultural  and  market  garden 
produce  rule  high  there  is  a  chance  of  the  sewage 
farm  making  a  profit,  but  under  ordinary  conditions 
they  barely  pay  working  expenses,  more  particularly 
since  the  advent  of  agricultural  depression. 

The  sewage  mast  be  got  rid  of,  and  the  farms  are 
clearly  entitled  to  take  credit  for  the  work  of  sani- 
tation they  perform. 

*  The  Croydon  Farm  has  simply  ruined  that  for- 
merly prolific  trout  stream  the  Wandle  ;  all  sewage 
farms  not  on  the  bacteriological  system  are  ruination 
to  rivers.— Ed.  F.G. 
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Sewage  farms  require  very  careful  management 
by  competent  men,  and  the  manager  must  pay  more 
attention  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  than  to  good 
crop  results.    The  purification  of  sewage  by  paasing 
It  through  the  land  is  effected  by  broad  surface  irri 
gation,  by  mtermittent  downward  filtration,  or  by  a 
combmation  of  the  two  methods.    The  crude  sewage 
should  be  passed  through  some  filtering  medium 
before  it  is  allowed  to  flow  on  to  the  land,  and  its 
application  must  be  intermittent  to  draw  the  air  into 
the  soil.    Broad  irrigation  requires  about  176  acres 
per  miUion  gallons  per  day,  and  intermittent  filtra- 
tion requires  about  67  acres  per  million  gallons  per 
day,  but  the  acreage  varies,  of  course,  with  the 
nature  of  the  soil  and  subsoil.     The  cost  of  pre- 
paring land  for  broad  irrigation  in  England  varies 
from  £20  to  £70  per  acre,  and  intermittent  filtration 
areas  about  £85  per  acre.    Where  possible  the  sepa- 
rate sewerage  system  should  always  be  adopted  to 
secure  uniformity  of  flow  and  better  quality  of 
sewage.    Italian  rye  grass  is  the  best  crop,  as  it  will 
absorb  any  quantity  of  sewage,  and  the  crops  gene- 
rally grown  in  the  district  are,  as  a  rule,  the  most 
suitable  for  irrigation  farms.    In  intermittent  fil- 
tration the  land  is  laid  out  in  consecutive  ridges  and 
furrows,  the  furrows  being  about  18in.  wide  at  the 
bottom  and  3ft.  at  the  top,  and  the  ridges  from  2ft. 
to  3ft.  wide.    There  are  magnificent  sewage  farms 
at  Berlin  and  Paris.    Available  area:  Berlin,  22,881 
acres  ;    Paris,  4000  acres.     Cow-keeping  and '  the 
s  ile  of  milk  are  profitable  near  large  towns. 

Bacteria. 

A  sewage  farm  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a 
huge  bacteria  bed  ;  one  may  go  further  and  say  with 
truth  that  the  whole  world  is  a  vast  bacteria  bed. 
From  time  immemorial  the  great  process  of  puri- 
fication has  been  accomplished  by  extremely  minute 
organisms  called  bacteria,  bacilli,  or  microbes,  but 
their  presence  was  only  detected  in  1839  by  Schwann 
and  Schultz.    Bacterial  methods  of  sewage  purifica- 
tion have  been  employed  at  Exeter  since  1895  and 
at  Sutton  since  1896.    The  population  of  Sutton  in 
1899  was  16,500,  average  daily  flow  of  sewage  at 
works  half  a  million  gallons.    Area  of  district 
1835  acres;    number  of  houses,  2687.     Area  of 
land,  28  acres,  of  which  only  18  acres  are  capable  of 
irrigation.    The  cost  of  sewage  purification  by  che- 
mical   precipitation    and    broad    irrigation  was 
£15  lis.  lid.  per  million  gallons,  while  by  the  bac- 
terial process  it  was  £3  19s.  per  million  gallons.  The 
construction  of  a  bacteria  bed  on  the  Sutton  system, 
according  to  Mr.   Dibdin,   is  very  simple.  The 
ground,  where  suitable,   may  be  excavated  and 
refilled  with  sifted  coke,  burnt  ballast,  or  broken 
bricks  that  will  pass  through  a  3in.  ring.  At  Sutton 
the  excavating  material  has  been  burnt  and  refilled 
without  walls  at  a  cost  of  £726  per  acre.    In  many 
cases  walls  and  bottom  would  require  to  be  of  con- 
crete.    A  one-acre  filter  at  Barking  cost  £2000 
A  bacteria  bed  on  this  system  will  treat  about 
700,000  gallons  per  acre  per  day  of  twenty-four 
hours,  if  filled  and  discharged  twice  daily.  The 
sewage,  after  passing  through  the  first  bacteria  bed, 
LS  led  on  to  a  second  bacteria  bed  of  finer  material^ 
and  a  third  bed  of  coarse  sand  may  be  used  where 
the  standard  of  purity  is  very  high.    One  hour  for 
filling,  two  hours  resting  full,  one  hour  emptying, 
and  four  hours  resting  empty  is  a  convenient 
arrangement,  and  would  give  three  fillings  in  twenty- 
four  hours.    The  sewage  is  delivered  over  different 
parts  of  the  filter  bed  by  means  of  wooden  troughs, 
and  pipes  are  laid  under  the  filtering  material  to 
collect  the  effluent  and  lead  it  to  the  point  of  dis- 
charge.   The  time  of  discharge  is  regulated  by 
automatic  time  syphons.    In  the  Sutton  method 
aerobic  microbes,  or  microbes  that  can  live  in  air, 
are  the  principal  agents  of  purification,  and  air  is 
freely  admitted  during  the  process.    At  Exeter,  in 
the  septic  tank  system,   anaerobic  microbes,  or 
microbes  that  can  live  without  air,  perform  the  prin- 
cipal work  of  nitrification  in  the  first  stage.  The 
model  septic  tank  at  Belleisle,  Exeter,  is  covered 
with  a  brick  arch,  and  light  and  air  are  excluded  as 
much  as  posfible.    A  considerable  quantity  of  gas 
is  produced  from  the  sewage  as  it  passes  slowly 
through  the  tank,  at  the  rate  of  about  2ft.  per  hour 
to  the  asrobic  beds.    It  will  be  noticed,  therefore] 
that  although  the  Sutton  and  Exeter  methods  differ 
in  the  first  stage,  the  secondary  treatment  is  ajrobic 
in  both  cases.    The  experimental  works  were  con- 
sidered so  satisfactory  that  the  whole  of  the  sewage 
of  Exeter  is  to  be  treated  on  the  septic  tank  system 
For  a  population  of  46,000  six  tanks  are  provided' 
181ft.    by   35ft.    by   7ft.    deep.    Capacity  about 
270,000  cubic  feet.    There  are,  in  addition,  eight 
filters,  with  a  total  area  of  13,600  square  feet,  each 
3Mt.  deep,  with  a  working  capacity  of  2i  million 
gallons  per  day.    The  filling,  resting  full,  emptving 
and  resting  empty  are  regulated  by  a  series  of  tilting 
buckets.    It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  where 
suitable  land  cannot  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable 
price,  bacterial  treatment  is  advisable,  and  under 
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any  circumstances  would  be  very  beneficial  to  the 
land.  The  sickening  of  land  on  ordinary  sewage 
farms  is  caused  by  clogging  the  soil  with  organic 
matter  in  too  solid  a  form,  but  by  breaking  it  up  into 
minute  particles  by  bacterial  treatment  a  splendid 
liquid  odourless  manure  is  produced.  The  Sutton 
method  is  an  imitation  of  intermittent  downward 
land  filtration  controlled  by  valves,  and  the  first 
stage  of  the  Exeter  system  is  very  much  like  a 
modernised  form  of  the  old  familiar  cesspool.  They 
are,  in  fact,  both  ancient  processes  revived.  The 
essential  difference,  however,  between  ancient  and 
modern  practice  is  that  the  methods  of  Nature  are 
now  better  understood,  and  developed  on  more 
scientific  principles.  There  is  no  finality  with  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  sewage,  but  the  same  great  prin- 
ciples of  Nature  are  applicable  to  mines,  building 
estates,  public  institutions,  villages,  and  country 
residences,  as  well  as  towns.  The  bacterial  method 
of  purification  can  be  adopted  with  confidence. 
Bacterial  treatment  requires  no  chemicals,  produces 
no  offensive  sludge,  removes  the  whole  of  the  sus- 
pended matter,  and  50  per  cent,  of  the  dissolved 
oxidisable  matter  at  each  filtration. 


trout  anglers  that  wield  the  rod.    His  favourite 
ay  IS   the  Greenwell's  Glory.     Captain  Mackay, 
Aberdeen   18  as  good  at  killing  finnock.  and  his 
favourite  fly  is  the  Hare's  Ear— called  in  Scotland 
Hare  8  Lug.  ' 

Every  angler  has  some  favourite  fly  he  prefers 
above  all  others,  but  few  have  the  temerity  to  stick 
to  that  fly  all  the  season  throuch ;  yet  Captain 
Mackay  never  fishes  without  a  Hare's  Lug  on  hia 

Special  Scotch. 


Wote5  fromji^c  Wovtf). 

On  the  Durris  wafer  the  top  fish  of  the  season 
^mu^^t^"  ^"'■'y  ^^y^  °^  September,  a  beauty  of 
67ib.  Some  two  hundred  fish  fell  to  the  five  rods 
working  this  fine  beat  for  the  autumn  alone,  being 
the  best  fished  section  of  the  Dee. 


Mr  and  Mi8s  Coats  fished  the  Glentana  water  to 
the  close,  and  had  a  very  good  snason.  Mr.  Coats 
has  been  but  a  short  time  on  Deeside,  yet  he  is 
beloved  by  high  and  low,  and  especially  by  the  old 
folks  in  the  Glen. 


The  estate  of  Dunecht,  Aberdeenshire  was 
exposed  for  sale  last  week  in  Edinburgh,  but  failed 
to  find  a  purchaser  at  the  up«et  price  of  £125  000. 
This  is  not  much  when  said  quickly.  ' 

There  is  the  finest  pike  lake  in  the  whole  kingdom 
on  this  property,  but  pike  don't  count  for  much  in 
Scotland.  Yet  if  the  Loch  of  Skene  was  cleared  of 
its  pike  and  stocked  with  trout  it  would  make 
another  Loch  Leven. 


The  golden  eagle  is  by  no  means  rare  on  Deeside. 
Mr.  Seaton.  Gordon,  photographed  an  eyrie  on  the 
Kmg  s  Balmoral  properfy  a  week  or  so  ago  but 
there  are  several  in  the  Glentana,  Glenmuick'.  and 
Ballochbui  forests,  and  they  are  rigorously  pro- 
tected and  allowed  to  live. 


Some  years  ago  an  officious  keeper  trapped  one  of 
the  late  Sir  William  Brooks'  Glentana  eagles  and 
thought  he  had  done  a  good  thing  for  his  master's 
game.  By  next  post,  however,  came  the  brief 
order  to  "  liberate  the  eagle  or  clear  out."  The 
eagle,  it  is  needless  to  say,  was  cut  adrift. 

On  Oct.  29  the  Don  for  some  twelve  miles 
of  its  course  was  like  an  inland  lake.  The  haughs 
were  inundated,  villages  flooded,  and  the  King's 
highway  impassable  at  many  parts.  Yet  the  wornJer 
was  there,  and  one  angler  had  fourteen  sea-trout 
heaviest  2Jlb.,  from  a  field  near  by  his  house. 

Mr  William  Ingram,  6,  Broughton-place,  Edin- 
burgh, who  fishes  the  Ugie,  had  a  total  bag  last 
season  of  seven  salmon,  forty -seven  sea-trout,  and 
382  finnock.  Of  course,  he  is  always  on  the  spot  so 
to  speak,  and  is  an  adept  with  the  worm  as  well  as 
the  fly.  The  total,  however,  is  a  grand  one  for  such 
a  small  river,  and  anyone  doubting  it  can  com- 
municate with  him  at  above  address. 


FISHING  IN  YORKSHIRE. 

The  Esk,  the  Aire,  and  the  Caldeb. 
For  about  ten  days  there  was  great  sport  on  the 
Y  orkshire  Esk,  which,  having  a  straight  course  from 
the  sea,  may  be  considered  the  best  salmon  river  in 
the  county.    Until  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board 
can  produce  a  perceptible  difference  in  the  state  of 
the  Aire  and  the  Calder,  those  two  fine  salmon  rivers 
the  Yore  and  the  Wharfe,  especially  the  former  will 
have  to  take  a  back  seat.    With  a  fair  chance  given 
It,  the  \ore  should  be  a  first-rate  salmon  river— 
quite  as  good  as  the  Eden— for  there  are  plenty  of' 
deep,  rocky  streams  and  pools  such  as  the  salmon 
loves  to  rest  m  during  its  ascent  of  the  rivers  in  the 
autumn.    One  thing  is  certain— namely,  that  the  ' 
Aire  and  Calder  will  have  had  such  a  clearing-out  of  ; 
filth  as  has  not  occurred  for  very  many  seasons  ;  ' 
and  next  year  I  fully  expect  to  find  the  Yore  swarm- 
ing with  those  pests  to  fly-fishers,  the  salmon  smolts. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  salmon  in  the  Esk  have 
averaged  about  71b.  or  81b.  in  weight ;  but  this  back- 
end  fish  of  121b.,  161b.,  and  even  181b.  have  been 
taken,  chiefly  with  worm  or  prawn.  It  is  always 
argued  that  the  fly  is  of  very  little  use,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  this  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
anglers  very  seldom  try  the  fly. 

Bait-fishing  is  also  very  prevalent  on  the  Eden, 
and  more  so,  I  regret  to  say,  during  late  years  than  it 
used  to  be.  In  the  good  old  days  when  "  Dickey  " 
Routledge  and  his  proUg>>,  J.  Stubbs,  used  to  make 
such  great  kills  of  the  king  of  fishes,  it  was  generally 
with  the  fly,  and  I  have  a  set  of  six  patterns  Rout- 
ledge  used  to  employ  which  are  to-day  the  best  that 
can  be  used  on  the  Eden.  ; 

Floods  and  Disappointment. 
Another  week  of  floods— disastrous  ones— and 
another  week  of  bitter  disappointment  to  anglers, 
who  look  forward  to  a  month  of  good  sport  among 
the  grayling  with  fly  ;  for  October  is,  or,  rather, 
ought  to  be,  to  them  what  April  is  to  the  seeker  after 
trout.  Even  the  bait-fishers  have  found  it  hard 
work  to  get  a  brace  or  two  with  worm  and  maggot. 
However,  as  I  write,  the  air  is  keen  and  frosty,  and 
prospects  are  decidedly  better,  if  only  the  rain  keeps 
off.  The  salmon  fishers  have  also  had  a  bad  time 
of  it,  for  although  the  floods  have  brought  up 
immense  numbers  of  large  fish,  there  has  been  no 
chance  of  getting  at  them. — Halcyon  in  the 
Weekly  Edition  of  the  Leeds  Mercury. 


Mr.  Duncan,  late  of  Aberdeen,  now  of  Milton 
Otago,  New  Zealand,says  :  "  We  have  just  formed 
a  branch  of  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society  out 
here,  the  main  object  of  which  is  to  put  down 
poaching.  Anyone  fishing  without  a  Ucence,  fishing 
illegally  with  rod  or  line  or  net,  is  liable  to  b% 
prosecuted,  and  every  member  constitutes  himself 
a  watcher." 


The  New  Zealand  people  pride  themselves  on 
having  the  best  and  cheapest  trout  fishing  in  the 
world.  Men  can  angle  all  over  the  colony  on  a  £1 
licence,  and  women  and  boys  under  sixteen  at  half 
that  sum. 


On  the  Drum  Dee  water,  on  Saturday  (Oct.  31), 
Mr.  Irvine  closed  the  season  with  a  beauty  of  171b  ' 
and  Colonel  Perry  one  of  141b.  They  have  both 
had  a  good  autumn. 


Mr.  Finch.  Wellhouse,  Alford.  ia  one  of  the  best 


A  CAMP  IN  AN  ARCTIC  BLIZZARD. 

I  awoke  the  followmg  morning  almost  suffocated. 
The  tent  had  blown  down  on  top  of  us  and  the  snow 
was  drifting  hard  upon  top  of  that,  and  a  storm  was 
raging  with  a  fury  beyond  description.  Arousing 
my  companions  we  managed,  with  difficulty,  to  get 
out  of  our  bags  and  from  beneath  the  heavy  mass  of 
snow  and  canvas.  We  always  slept  in  our  deerskin 
suits,  and  this  was  very  fortunate,  for  we  only  had 
to  slip  on  our  big  fur  mittens,  which  we  kept  inside 
our  sleeping-bags  to  keep  them  from  freezing,  and 
we  were  ready  for  the  worst.  The  wind  struck  us 
with  a  force  that  made  it  difficult  for  us  to  stand, 
the  atmosphere  was  so  full  of  flying  snow  that  we 
could  scarcely  see,  and  the  roar  of  the  storm  was  so 
great  we  could  not  hear  each  other  speak.  The 
sound  of  it  was  exactly  that  of  the  wind  and  water 
during  a  heavy  storm  at  sea. 

The  only  sign  I  could  find  of  my  sled-dogs  would 
be  when  I  would  stumble  over  a  mound  of  snow, 
and  discover  there  was  a  dog  inside  of  it.  At  such 
a  time  a  practical  knowledge  of  how  to  do  things 
saves  many  a  life.  The  sriow  of  these  regions  is 
always  hard,  packed  by  the  winds,  and  we'  set  to 
work  with  axes  cutting  and  carrying  huge  blocks 
of  it,  and  building  walls  with  them  around  our  camp. 
For  three  hours  we  worked  with  all  our  might, 
building  heavy  walls  on  three  sides  until  they  were 
almost  as  high  as  our  heads.  Then  we  cleaned  the 
snow  off  the  top  of  the  tent,  and  once  more  erected 
that  and  made  it  fast.  Then  we  dragged  out  our 
beddmg  and  deerskui  rug,  and  shook  the'snow  out  of 
them  and  rearranged  the  camp  inside.  Luckily  we 
had  prepared  a  lot  of  wood  the  evening  before,  and 
the  stove  was  soon  again  in  place  and  a  fire  going. 
— From  "Camp  Life  in  Ai'ctic  America,"  by  Andbe  w 
J.  Stone,  in  the  November  Scribner's. 
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DEE,  COEWEN. 


The  salmon  fishing  on  this  river  closed  on 
Oct.  31.  Never  within  memory  have  such  a 
number  of  salmon  and  grilse  been  seen  in  the 
uTjper  pools  as  during  Spptember  and  October. 
Unfortunately,  the  river  for  a  time  was  more  or 
less  in  flood,  and  seldom  in  even  fair  condition 
for  two  consecutive  days.  Had  it  been  more 
favourable,  many  more  fish  would  have  been 
captured.  Even  as  it  was,  from  the  Corwen 
and  Carrog  Association's  water  probably  more 
than  three  times  as  mtmy  were  brought  to  the 
gaff  than  in  average  seasons.  The  most  successful 
angler  was  Mr.  W.  Ramsbottom,  of  Liverpool,  who 
landed  fourteen  grilse  and  salmon  from  61b.  to  151b. ; 
whilst  Mr.  Amos  Williams  had  eleven  up  to  16Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Walthew,  eight  salmon,  averaging  101b.,  and 
two  grilse,  5lb,  and  61b.  each ;  Mr.  Kiley.  of  East- 
bourne, seven  ;  Captain  Cobb,  seven  ;  Mr.  Carpenter, 
six ;  Mr.  Stansfield,  five ;  Mr.  Summer,  five ;  Mr. 
Lingard,  three  ;  your  reporter,  three,  61b., 
101b.,  and  15Jlb.,  and  other  rods  had  one  or 
more.  The  record  fish  of  the  season,  how- 
ever, was  taken  by  Mr.  Robt.  Guest,  of  Liscard, 
who  landed  one  of  221b.,  and  got  broken 
by  another  big  one  on  the  last  day.  Visitors  to  this 
lovely  district  of  the  Dee  Valley,  and  especially 
those  who  seek  both  health  and  the  delightful 
pastime  of  anglins,  will  regret  to  learn  that  this 
upper  stretch  of  the  river  is  likely  to  be  closed.  I 
hear  the  riparian  owner  of  the  water,  who  has 
been  most  generous  to  the  association  for  many 
years,  has  given  the  members  notice  of  his 
intention  to  reserve  the  salmon  fishing  in  future  ; 
consequently,  as  the  receipts  from  the  trout  fishing 
alone  would  result  in  a  loss  of  about  £30  a  year  if 
they  retained  the  wat^er  bailiff,  the  association 
seems  to  have  no  alternative  but  dissolution.  All 
frequenters  of  the  river  will  sincerely  hope  that  the 
proprietor  of  the  fishing,  in  the  interest  of  visitors 
and  the  inhabitants,  will  see  his  way  to  reconsider 
his  decision  and  continue  to  the  association,  and 
through  it  to  anglers  generally,  the  privilege  they 
have  so  long  enjoyed  and  appreciated. 

"An  old  Dee  Angler." 


XORTHEEX  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATIOX. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  at  the  Bridge  Hotel, 
Horwich.  Mr.  E.  Evans,  vice-chairman  of  the 
association,  occupied  the  chair.  The  secretary 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Bedford)  raad  the  annual  report,  which 
showed  that  there  had  been  an  increase  in  the 
membership  of  the  association  of  398  during  the 
year,  and  there  was  a  profit  on  the  year's 
working  of  £20  lis.  4d.  Fourteen  angling 
societies  had  been  affiliated,  and  the  total 
number  of  societies  in  the  association  was  213. 
The  total  membership  was  6226,  and  during  the 
year  three  gentlemen  had  been  constituted  life 
members.  An  offer  of  2000  perch,  averaging  over 
■Jib.  in  weight,  had  been  made  to  the  association 
by  a  Preston  gentleman,  the  condition  of  the  offer 
being  that  the  fish  should  be  placed  in  the  Lancaster 
Canal.  The  association  had  accepted  the  offer,  and 
the  fish  had  been  placed  in  the  canal  by  the  officials 
of  the  Preston  Centre.  The  London  and  North- 
Western  Railway  Company  conveyed  the  fish  to 
Preston  free  of  charge.  Another  splendid  consign- 
ment of  300  fish  had  been  turned  into  the  canal  at 
Brook  Bridge.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
association  a  National  Federation  of  Auglers  had 
been  formed.  The  first  president  of  the  association 
was  Mr.  John  Garrill,  of  Sheffield,  and  Mr.  T.  W. 
Bedford,  of  Bolton,  ia  the  hon.  secretary.  The 
report  and  balance-sheet  were  adopted.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected: — President,  Mr.  Edward 
Evans,  Crewe ;  vice-president,  Mr.  J.  G.  Newton, 
Horwich;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Daniel  Guerdon, 
Bolton  (re-elected) ;  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Bedford,  Bolton  (re-elected) ;  auditor,  Mr.  J.  Wardle, 
Bolton. 


In  the  foremost  rank  of  novel  methods  of  catching 
fish  belongs  the  gifu  fishing  of  Japan.  The  fisher- 
men go  to  the  fishing-grounds  with  a  bright  torch 
at  the  bow  of  the  boat.  One  of  the  fiehermen  holds 
Btriogs  tied  to  a  number  of  birds — a  species  of  duck. 
The  glare  of  the  torch  attracts  the  fish  to  the 
fcurface  of  the  water.  When  one  of  the  birds  sights 
a  fish  it  dives  after  it,  and  usually  succeeds  in 
capturing  and  swallowing  it.  When  a  duck  has 
swallowed  several  fish  and  its  neck  appears  fat  with 
them,  the  fishermen  pull  it  into  the  boat.  Then 
one  of  the  men  will  dexterously  squeeze  the  duck's 
neck,  so  that  it  vomits  the  fish,  still  alive,  into  a 
large  basket.  The  fish  captured  are  a  species  of 
trout,  and  are  considered  a  great  delicacy. 
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Xetters  to  the  lEbitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


RECIPE  FOR  LIQUID  COBBLER'S  WAX  FOR 
FLY-TYING  AND  HOOK  AND  OTHER 
WHIPPINGS. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  had  so  many  letters  asking 
for  the  recipe  of  my  liquid  cobbler's  wax  that  it 
seems  a  general  desideratum,  and  as  I  have  not  the 
time  to  write  to  all  giving  full  directions  how  to  make 
it,  I  venture  to  ask  you  to  let  me  give  my  corre- 
spondents an  answer  in  your  columns  in  the  hope 
that  it  wiU  be  generally  useful  to  many. 

Directions  for  dissolving  cobbler's  wax  to  make 
liquid  wax. — Get  some  pure,  fresh-made  cobbler's 
wax  and  steep  it  in  luke-warm  water.  This  makes 
it  supple  and  pliant,  and  it  can  be  drawn  out  in 
long  strings  about  the  thickness  of  a  pencil.  (N.B. 
• — This  is  simply  for  the  convenience  of  getting  the 
pieces  into  a  small  phial,  and  also  becaiise  it  dis- 
solves better  in  small  pieces. )  With  a  knife  chop  up 
these  long  strings  into  short  pellets.  Fill  a  small 
phial  with  these  pellets  three-quarters  full,  and 
pour  into  the  same  phial  enough  highly  rectified 
spirits  of  turpentine  to  just  cover  the  pellets  and  a 
trifle  over.  To  dissolve  the  wax,  as  both  wax  and 
turpentine  are  highly  inflammable  it  is  unsafe  to 
put  them  on  the  fire,  so  take  a  cup  of  boiling  water 
and  put  the  phial  in  this,  and  as  spirit  boils  at  a 
lower  temperature  than  water,  watch  till  j^ou  see 
the  turps  in  the  bottle  bubbling  and  boiling,  and 
then  take  the  bottle  out  of  the  water  and,  holding 
in  the  cork  tightly,  shake  it  violently  ;  repeat  this 
till  all  the  wax  is  dissolved.  Once  dissolved  it  will 
never  thicken  again  unless  exposed  to  the  air,  when 
it  very  soon  becomes  a  hard  varnish  impermeable 
to  water.  To  use  the  wax  shake  the  bottle,  and 
draw  cork  lightly  along  the  silk.  The  wax  instantly 
penetrates  the  silk,  making  it  semi-transparent. 
Endless  combinations  of  bodies  of  trout  flies  can  be 
made  with  different  coloured  silks  more  or  less 
tinged  with  this  wax,  and  the  colours  are  lasting, 
as  the  wax,  if  used  thickly,  protects  the  silk  from 
the  water.  Another  great  advantage  is  the  clean- 
liness, as  you  need  only  wax  just  the  portion  of  silk 
you  are  •  using,  and  can  at  a  touch  with  the  cork 
rewax  any  particular  portion  as  thickly  or  as  thinly 
as  you  wish.  It  is  well  to  use  a  bottle  with  a  good 
heavy  bottom  that  will  not  tip  over  on  the  fly- 
makmg  table  ;  I  use  an  old  Valentine  meat-juice 
bottle.  Trusting  that  these  directions  may  be  of 
use  to  my  correspondents  and  to  other  fly-makers. — 
Yours  truly,    L.  Graham  Clarke  ("Glanrhos"). 

Glanrhos,  Rhayader,  Wales. 

[I  do  not  think  I  shall  be  far  out  if  I  thank  Mr. 
Graham  Clarke  in  the  name  of  many  readers  of  the 
Fifking  Gazette  for  giving  this  recipe. — Ed.] 

LTSfTARNISHABLE  TINSEL. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  "  Glanrhos  " 
will  communicate  with  us,  we  can  supply  him  with 
untamishable  aluminium  tinsel  suitable  for  salmon 
flies  of  large  size,  which  he  says  he  is  unable  to  get. 
We  were  the  first  to  introduce  flies  made  with  untar- 
nishable  tinsel.  We  had  a  notice  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  as  far  back  as  July  20,  1889.  A  customer  of 
ours  (Mr.  Atkinson,  of  Burton-on- Trent)  had  sug- 
gested platinum.  This,  however — though  success- 
ful in  that  it  never  got  tarnished — was  ultimately 
discarded  by  us  in  favour  of  aluminium,  which  we 
have  used  ever  since.  We  patented  the  idea  at  the 
time.  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  3,  1889,  there 
appeared  a  letter  on  this  subject  from  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod 
(whose  pen  we  are  glad  to  see  is  still  being  used  in 
the  interests  of  your  readers),  who  states  his  opinion 
on  the  new  tinsel,  which  we  had  dubbed  the  "  Sim- 
beam  "  : — "Even  in  the  sea,  I  think,  it  will  only 
become  clouded,  and  not  even  there  if  care  is  taken  to 
wash  the  flies  every  night  after  use  under  the  tap. 

.  As  a  wliite  tinsel  it  is  by  far  the  best  in 
the  market  ;  and  Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  give  every  satis- 
faction to  those  who  favour  them  with  orders.  .  . 
For  a  white  tinsel,  as  I  have  said,  it  stands  second  to 
none.  Let  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  other  fishermen 
give  it  a  trial,  and  take  it  on  its  merits."  It  is  only 
fair  to  state  that  Mr.  Tod  was  referring  to  platinum 
tinsel,  which,  though  perfectly  successful  in  every 
way,  was  much  too  costly  to  meet  with  a  heavy 
demand — hence  our  adopting  aluminium  a  few 
montlis  later,  since  when  we  have  used  the  latter 
pretty  extensively,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  our 
customers.  We  have,  we  may  say  in  conclusion, 
now  a  large  stock,  and  that  the  price — namely,  3d. 
per  foot — is  reasonable  everybody  admits. — Yours 
truly,  Foster  Bros. 

Midland  Works,  Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire. 
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UNTARNISHABLE  TINSEL. 

Dear  Mb.  Mabston, — I  see  "GlanrhoB"  a»k8 
about  "Untamishable  Tinsel."  I  am  ut-ing  flies 
to-day  which  I  have  fished  with  for  a  long  time 
(some  years),  using  them,  of  course,  only  occasionally, 
and  ail  I  can  say  is  that  the  tiaBel  keeps  bright. 
Personally  I  am  satisfied,  and  I  would  never  have 
a  fly  tied  with  any  other. 

This  tinsel  is  specially  prepared  by  my  firm,  but, 
like  the  patent  oval  wire  hooks,  is  not  for  sale 
except  on  flies,  where  the  purchaser  gets  a  double 
advantage  in  buying  improved  articles  at  the  a^ual 
prices. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  the  Tweed  keeps  on  waxing, 
and  is  always  on  the , big  side  for  good  fii<hing. — 
Yours  truly,  *  John  Jas.  Hakdy. 

N'orham-on-Tweed,  Nov.  3. 


Dear  Sir, — When  Messrs.  Hardy  first  advertised 
their  untamishable  tinsel,  I  wrote  for  some  and 
found  it  was  platinum  sheet.  Of  course  every 
person  knows  that  it  was  in  use  as  vents  for  old 
muzzle  and  even  flint  guns,  and  in  my  hfty  years' 
expeiience  I  never  saw  any  that  had  lost  its  lustre, 
and  I  am  sure  that  if  platinum  was  made  in  wire, 
round  and  flattened,  it  would  be  the  best  of  tinsel, 
but  if  cut  in  thin  slips  it  is  useless,  the  edges  are  so 
sharp  they  cut  the  body  or  anything  it  comes  in 
contact  with. 

I  have  bought  for  many  years  from  Messjs. 
Kenning  these  tinsels,  and  have  nothing  to  com- 
plain of;  but  "Glanrhos"  should  go  to  a  fifhing 
tackle  maker,  not  a  depot,  for  his  goods,  and  he 
would  find  that  they  sell  what  they  use  and  are 
reliable.  I  prefer  oval  twist  to  flat  or  round,  as  the 
more  the  fly  is  used  the  better  the  tinsel  is. — Yours 
truly,  ■  J.  R. 


GARDEN^A  TROUT  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  meditate  stocking  my  rose-garden 
with  trout,  and  should  highly  appreciate  your  kind 
advice  as  to  breeds,  etc.,  most  suitable  for  the 
purpose.  The  present,  past,  and  (according  to  the 
prophets)  the  futiu-e  weather  is  ray  excuse  for 
troubling  you  in  this  matter. — Yours  truh'. 

Beech  Ville,  R.  P.  Marsden. 

Bramhall,  Cheshire. 

[Perhaps  one  or  two  of  these  might  answer : 
Salmo  Gairdneri,  Salmo  Jordani,  Salmo  Thymallus 
or  SalvelimM  Parkei  ;  if  not,  trj-  a  cross  between 
the  strawberry  bass  and  the  copper-nosed  sunfish. — 
Ed.] 

CLEARING  THE  SWIMS  IN  THE  KENNET. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  correct 
an  error  in  your  paper  of  Oct.  24  with  reference  to  a 
remark  made  by  the  chairraan  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  that  "the  swims  had  been  cleared  in  the 
Kennet  for  the  benefit  of  the  bottom  fishers." 

The  shallows  in  the  Hungerford  Fisherj',  on  the 
Kennet,  have  been  cleaned  to  allow  the  trout  to 
spawn  and  to  improve  the  river,  no  bottom  fishing 
being  allowed  in  this  fishery  from  October  to  May. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  H.  Hakkeh,  M.D. 

Kennet  House,  Hungerford. 

[Of  course  the  chairman  of  the  Piscatorial  Society 
was  referring  only  to  their  own  water  near  Newburj", 
and  not  to  the  whole  of  the  Kennet. — Ed.] 


LIVELY  EXPERIENCES  WITH  A  23LB. 
SALMON. 

De.aji  Sir, — About  Oct.  15  I  went  to  fish  in 
the  afternoon,  and  got  into  a  fine  23-pounder. 
The  water  was  heavy  and  dark  after  a  fresh. 
Before  I  got  it  out  I  had,  I  think  (and  most  will 
agree  with  me),  a  most  singular  experience.  It  was 
after  a  fine  strong  play  of  some  twenty  minutes  that 
the  fish  made  a  push  for  two  sunken  bushes,  and 
got  imder  them  and  among  the  sunken  branches.  1 
thought  after  a  little  that  the  fish  was  gone,  and 
that  I  saw  my  hook  stuck  among  the  twigs.  1 
began  to  try  with  my  gaff  to  get  the  hook.  All  the  time 
the  fish  was  still  there,  but  its  back  being  dark  I  did 
not  see  it,  and  it  was  yet  on.  I  gave  a  jerk  with  the 
clip,  and  to  my  astonishment  I  was  into  my  fish.  1 
raised  it  up,  and  the  branches  caught  in  the  bend  of 
the  gaff.  I  threw  my  right  arm  round  its  middle 
and  held  the  clip  in  the  left,  and  there  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  the  swaying  bush  —  the  fisher  could  not 
get  up  the  bank,  and  the  fish  could  not  get  down. 
At  last  I  saw  that  the  clip,  a  thin  one,  was  tearing 
out,  and  that  something  must  be  done  speedily.  So 
I  moved  my  left  foot  round  and  got  a  slight  footing, 
and  then  threw  man,  gaft",  and  fish  round,  and  got 
up  somehow.  Strange  to  say,  the  line  came  through 
the  bush,  and  yet  more  strange,  the  rod  (end  on 
across  the  water)  did  not  break  as  T  went  up  the 
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bank.  On  the  whole,  I  think  this  is  the  most  singular 
thing  in  tlie  angling  way  I  ever  saw,  heard  of,  or 
experienced. — Yours  truly,  Wm.  Gray 

Huntly,  N.B. 


A  DISGORGING  "PRIEST"— BIG  PIKE. 

Deab  Sir, — For  those  who  at  times  indulge  in 
clear  water  worm  fishing — and  there  are  many  of 
us,  I  fancy,  who  try  the  game  more  often  than 
they  allow — a  diegorger  is  a  necessity,  for  strike  as 
quickly  as  you  will,  your  fish  will  sometimes  be 
hooked  in  the  throat.  I  have  used  for  some  years 
a  little  "  priest "  similar  to  those  recently  described 
ia  your  columns — that  is,  a  piece  of  wire  with 
leaded  end,  but  the  other  end  of  the  handle  I  make 
forked.  I  place  a  ring  on  the  handle,  which  runs 
on  it  easily,  but  does  not  pass  oS  at  either  end, 
and  attach  this  ring  by  a  piece  of  string  of  suitab'e 
length  to  a  button  of  my  coat,  tucking  the  "  priest  " 
away  between  coat  and  waistcoat.  When  wading 
I  thus  have  the  implement  handy  and  safe,  and  am 
able  to  use  either  end  freely. 

I  had  a  discussion  recently  with  a  man  about  the 
American  '-pickerel."  We  referred  to  the  B.  En- 
cyclopaadia,  ninth  edition,  the  only  one  he  possessed, 
and  settled  the  point ;  but  we  raad,  under  heading 
"  Pike,"  that  pike  of  401b.  and  501b.  were  not 
rare,  and  that  they  had  been  caught  up  to  801b. 
I  will  not  of  course  guarantee  the  exact  words  as  I 
have  not  the  book  by  me  to  refer  to,  but  the 
weights  are  as  I  state.  Is  this  accurate  ?  I  always 
thought  that  40ib.  was  not  quite  an  authenticated 
weight ;  and  what  does  the  latest  edition  say  about 
it  ?  I  am  but  a  very  inexperienced  rike  fisbfr,  still 
I  gather  much  knowledge  from  my  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  I  certainly  am  under  the  impression  that  you 
have  put  the  limit  at  40.b. — Yours  truly, 

St.  Jean  de  Luz,  Oyster. 
France. 

["  Oyster  "  will  have  seen  by  this  time  that  Mr. 
McPherson  makes  the  disgorging  "priest" — no 
disrespect  to  the  cloth  iatended.  As  regards  big 
pike,  there  are  records  of  fish  up  to  801b.  in  Austria, 
and  over  701b.  in  this  country ;  but  I  have  never  seen 
a  pike  over  401b. ,  and  none  has  been  recorded  for 
twenty-five  years  I  believe  —  that  is,  in  this 
country.  Fi?h  over  301b.  are  certainly  not 
common. — Ed  ] 


FISHING  ON  THE  RIVER  COLNE  AT 
WRAYSBURY. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
oblige  me  by  saving  where  I  could  get  permission 
to  fish  the  river  Colne  at  Wraysbury  or  vicinity  or 
by  small  payment.  I  have  heard  you  can  get  per- 
mission to  fish  from  a  mill  at  Wraysbury,  but  do 
not  know  the  name. — Yours  truly,  H.  C. 


THE  CLAREMONT  PIER  AND  THE  LOWES- 
TOFT SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sir, — Somaone  under  the  assumed  name  of 
"  Annual  Visitor  "  has  a  grievance  against  the 
Claremont  Pier  Company  and  the  Lowestoft  S.A.S., 
or  fancies  he  has,  and  forthwith  rushes  into  print 
in  the  Eastern  Daily  Press,  vide  your  extract  in  issue 
of  Oct.  31  in  "  Jottings  by  the  Way,"  without 
apparently  taking  the  least  trouble  to  verify  his 
statements.  As  usual  in  such  cases,  he  makes  a 
hopeless  muddle.  Why,  may  I  ask,  does  he  not 
sign  his  own  name  to  his  letter  of  complaint  ?  A 
man  who  has  anything  to  complain  about  should 
not  be  afraid  to  put  his  name  to  it.  Now,  surely  if 
"  Annual  Visitor  "  can  afford  to  come  to  Lowestoft 
for  a  holiday,  he  can  afford  2s.  6d.  to  join  the 
L.S.A.S.,  which  society,  I  may  say,  was  formed  not 
only  for  the  residents,  but  for  the  pleasure  and  con- 
venience of  the  visitors  also,  whether  they  were 
annual,  perennial,  or  otherwise,  provided  that  they 
were  sportsmen  ;  then  another  5s.  for  a  pier 
ticket,  making  in  all  7s.  6d.,  and  he  can  fish  night 
and  day  all  through  his  holidays,  whether  it  be  a 
fortnight  or  three  months.  Surely  not  a  very 
ruinous  outlay  for  a  man  on  his  holidays.  He  says, 
"A  charge  of  2d.  per  diem  (or  4d.  for  a  day  ticket)." 
This  appears  somewhat  incongruous.  I  always 
thought  "  per  diem  "  meant  "  for  a  day."  What 
he  presumably  means  is  4d.  per  diem,  or  2d.  for  each 
separate  entry  on  to  the  pier  to  fish.  Then  he  says 
we  (members  of  the  L.S.A.S.)  can  fish  two  hours 
longer  than  anyone  else  from  the  said  pier.  Quite 
so.  And  longer  if  we  like.  There  is  nothing  unfair 
in  this.  The  pier  authorities  close  their  pier  at 
9  p.m.,  and  after  that  time  we,  the  L.S.A.S.,  rent  it 
for  our  own  use  by  guaranteeing  a  certain  number 
of  members  taking  a  53.  ticket  for  three  months. 
This  is  not  as  "  Annual  Visitor  "  says  at  the  rate  of 
7s.  6d.  per  annum,  but  £1  per  annum.  Again,  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  original  time  for  closing  the  pier 
was  8  p.m.,  but  indirectly  through  the  L.S.A.S.  the 


time  has  been  extended  to  9  p.m.  for  "  Annual 
Visitor,"  and  now  he  is  not  satisfied.  He  can 
hardly  expect  to  come  to  a  town  and  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  members  of  a  society,  unless  he  him- 
self for  the  time  being  becomes  a  member  of  that 
society  ;  and  although  the  payment  of  even  2d.  per 
diem  works  out  at  a  higher  rate  than  5s.  for  three 
months,  yet  this  is  only  so  if  it  is  paid  daily  or 
almost  so.  The  season-ticket  holder  pays  daily 
whether  he  uses  the  pier  or  not  ;  the  other  man  only 
pays  when  he  gets  his  quid  pro  quo,  and  then  snarls. 
I  consider  his  letter  is  a  pretty  exhibition  of  mean- 
ness that  does  him  no  credit.  His  consideration  for 
the  poorer  brethren  is  most  pathetic,  but  they  are 
well  able  to  look  after  themselves  ;  and  perhaps  he 
will  tell  us  why  one  man  should  be  allowed  to  wear 
broadcloth  when  another  can  only  afford  fustian. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Campbell-Taylob. 

Lowestoft. 

THE  ELEMENTS  OF  ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  yo\ir  issue  of  Oct.  31,  "  F.  M." 
contributes  some  notes  on  the  elements  of  roach 
fishing.  As  a  comparative  novice  at  the  game  there 
are  to  me  some  few  points  which  do  not  appear  to 
be  in  accord  with  each  other,  and  concerning  which 
I  should  like  a  little  further  information. 

Your  contributor  avers  that  he  prefers  a  long  rod, 
because  for  one  reason  it  enables  him  to  sit  well 
back  and  out  of  sisht  of  the  fish.  He  then  dis- 
sertates on  disjointing,  remarking  en  passant  that 
this  operation  enables  one  to  land  a  fish  without 
rising  from  one's  seat.  Now,  if  the  angler  is  sitting 
"  well  back  "  from  the  water,  how  can  this  be  done  ? 
For,  I  take  it,  that  in  using  hair  or  very  fine  gut  a 
landing-net  will  be  an  absolute  necessity. 

Agam,  if  disjointing  has  to  be  resorted  to,  it  is  to 
be  inferred  that  the  line  is  muoh  shorter  than  the 
rod.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  in  such  a  case 
to  use  a  detachable  reel,  let  out  a  yard  or  two  of 
line  to  play  the  fish,  and  take  it  in  on  rebaiting  ? 
To  my  unsophisticated  mind  this  seems  to  me  to 
be  a. less  clumsy  operation  than  disjointing,  besides 
which  the  angler  has  the  additional  advantage  of  a 
line  of  unlimited  length  at  immediate  notice. 

I  should  also  like  to  know  the  standard  by  which 
"  F.  M."  measures  his  fish,  and  opposite  what  weight 
on  the  scale  he  would  write  the  word  "splendid." 
It  may  be  possible  to  kill  chub  up  to  a  couple  of 
pounds  on  hair  or  fine  gut,  a  tight  line,  and  a  stiff 
roach  pole  such  as  your  correspondent  describes, 
and  if  very  lucky  he  might  possibly  get  a  trout  of 
a  pound  or  so,  but  I  have  killed  too  many  trout 
of  two  pounds  or  thereabouts  this  last  summer  to 
accept  a  statement  as  fact  that  the  firework  displays 
of  a  two-pounder  can  be  successfully  combated  in 
the  way  "  F.  M."  would  have  us  believe. 

One  more  point.  Your  authority  states  that 
"even  after  a  sharp  frost,  if  the  sun  takes  the  bone 
put  of  the  earth,  good  roach  may  be  taken."  It  will 
perhaps  surprise  him  to  know  that  I  witnessed  an 
angler  take  12^lb.  of  roach  one  day  last  "fall" 
from  2.45  to  4  p.m.,  and  over  141b.  of  fish  in  about 
the  same  time  a  week  later,  when  it  was  freezing 
hard,  the  edges  of  the  water  being  covered  with 
ice  and  the  ground  like  adamant. — Yours  truly, 

Leeds.  J.  H.  R.  B. 


HOW  TO  FISH  THE  SHROPSHIRE  MERES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  frequently  notice  in  your  Severn 
reports  that  anglers  are  advised  to  visit  the  fine 
Shropfchire  meres  where  excellent  pike  and  coarse 
fishing  generally  is  to  be  had,  these  meres  being 
particularly  convenient  when  the  river  is  out  of 
condition.  May  I  ask  your  correspondent  if  he 
would  kindly  eay  which  is  the  best  way  to  reach 
these  meres,  and  also  how  permission  to  fish  them 
can  be  obtained  and  where  ? — Yours  faithfully. 

Running  Line. 


CHOOSING  A  SWIM. 

Dear  Sir, — One  day  an  old  angling  friend  of  mine 
was  fishing  at  Shiplake  when  a  competition  was  in 
progress  amongst  the  members  of  a  well-known 
club.  Woodward,  the  champion  roach  fisherman, 
being  one  of  them,  and  he  was  the  very  last  to 
unpack.  Thinkiiig  this  peculiar,  my  friend 
watched  him,  and  saw  him  examining  the  river  very 
closely,  peering  in  here  and  there  as  he  walked  along, 
once  going  so  far  as  to  lie  down  flat  on  the  grass,  and 
looked  as  if  he  were  searching  for  something,  but  it 
turned  out  that  he  was  inteiitly  looking  at  the  bed 
of  the  river  to  take  note  of  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
current,  etc.  At  last  he  made  a  start  fishing  between 
two  patches  of  long  trailing  weed,  with  just  enough 
room  to  allow -the  float  to  swim  down.  My  friend 
was  surprised  at  him  selecting  such  a  weedy  spot, 
but  these  are  just  the  sort  of  places  fish  frequent. 
No  doubt  Woodward  had  seen  roach  going  in  and 
out  of  the  weed. 


Both  roach  and  dace  are  very  fond  of  what  I  call 
playing  hide-and-seek  at  the  tail  portion  of  these 
waving  weeds.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  it. 
Past  experience,  no  doubt,  taught  him  the  rod, 
tackle,  and  bait  to  use.  The  fish  unable  to  see  little 
more  than  the  bait,  and  literally  caught  napping, 
I  think  we  may  conclude  that  the  manipulation  of 
his  rod  was  perfection.  All  proving  that  one  should 
have  a  good  look  round,  never  be  in  a  hurry,  and 
be  certain  that  the  fish  one  is  after  are  there  before 
making  a  start,  and  so  save  much  valuable  time  in 
the  end.— Yours  truly,  Legeb  Lead. 


WHAT  BAIT  TO  USE  FOR  GREY  MULLET 
IN  GUERNSEY. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  what  bait  to  use  for  grey  mullet, 
fishing  off  the  breakwater  at  Guernsey,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, where  it  may  be  obtained  ? — Yours  truly, 

Guernsey.  W.  Green. 

SPORT  AT  NEWTOWN  STEWART. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  24  Mr.  ■ 
E.  P.  Dansey's  letter  with  reference  to  Newtown 
Stewart.  I  happened  to  be  acting  as  Revising 
Barrister  at  Newtown  Stewart  at  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber this  year,  my  work  ending  on  Oct.  1.  Being  a 
fisherman  I  very  naturally  remained  till  Oct.  10, 
the  last  day  of  the  season,  and  my  bag  during  that 
period  was  as  follows  : — On  Oct,  1,  two  salmon, 
121b.  and  61b.  ;  on  Oct.  2  the  rivers  were  all  in  high 
flood,  and  no  fish  were  killed  ;  on  Oct.  3,  on© 
salmon,  61b.  ;  on  Oct.  4,  two  salmon,  81b.  and  71b.  ; 
on  Oct.  5,  one  salmon,  71b.  ;  on  Oct.  6,  five  salmon, 
9ilb.,  7ilb.,  Cflb.,  6|lb.,  and  4^lh.  ;  on  Oct.  7,  one 
salmon,  51b.  ;  on  Oct.  8,  two  salmon,  61b.  and  5Jlb.  ; 
on  Oct.  9,  five  salmon,  101b.,  9|lb.,  71b.,  6^1b.,  and 
6pb.  ;  and  on  Oct.  10,  two  salmon,  61b.  and  4Jlb. —  ■ 
in  all  twenty-one  salmon.  On  Oct.  1  I  only  had  a  ■ 
quarter  of  a  day's  fishing  after  Court.  I  understand  ' 
that  this  bag  was  a  record  one  for  the  hotel  at  which 
I  was  staying  for  any  period  corresponding  in 
length.  On  Friday  evening,  Oct.  9,  there  were 
thirteen  salmon  displayed  on  the  kitchen  floor  of 
the  hotel,  all  killed  by  guests.  . 

I  killed  all  the  fish  on  the  fly  save  one,  which  took  : 
a  large-sized   Devon   Minnow.      I  killed  three- 
fourths  of  them  on  a  fly  which  has  not  been  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Dansey,  but  one  which  Pat  Mathers  , 
tied  for  me,  and  can  supply,  as  he  knows  my  parti- 
cular fancy.    I  did  not  stay  at  the  Castle  Hotel 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Dansey,  but  at  the  Abercorn 
Hotel,  the  proprietress  of  which  is  Mrs.  Marshall.  I  ' 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  latter.    It  is  most  ' 
comfortable  and  clean,  and  the  food  is  good  and 
plenty.    Mrs.  Marshall  personally  sees  that  all  the 
wants  of  her  guests  are  promptly  supplied  ;  and 
owing  to  her  genial  disposition,  pleasant  manner,  , 
and  ready  attention  to  trifling  but  none  the  less 
real  necessities,  the  hotel  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
home.    I  think  Mrs.  Marshall's  tariff  is  somewhat 
higher  than  that  of  the  other  hotels  in  the  town,  but  , 
my  experience  of  hotels  and  other  things  in  this  I 
world  is  that  one  cannot  get  a  really  good  thing  | 
cheap.    I  fished  with  a  1 5ft.  split  cane,  steel  centre,  j 
Hardy  rod,  which,    of  course,    answered  every 
demand  and  every  strain  as  only  Hardy  rods  can. 

I  think  it  only  fair  to  those  who  have  read  Mr. 
Dansey's  letter,  and  may  read  this,  to  state  that  this 
was  the  best  season  at  Newtown  Stewart  for  the  < 
last  seventeen  years,  and  therefore  exceptional.  ! 
Certainly  the  stock  of  fish  was  wonderful.    I  think  I 
I  may  truly  say  that  I  saw  fish  in  every  pool  and 
stream  I  fished.    But  for  Mr.  Dansey's  letter  I  fear 
selfishness  might  have  prevented  me  from  giving 
away  this  choice  spot — more  like  a  fisherman's 
dream  than  a  reality. — -Yours  truly, 

Dublin.  David  Christie. 


SNAKE  RINGS  AND  KINKS. 

Dear  Sir, — About  two  weeks  back  one  of  your 
correspondents  complained  of  snake  rings  twisting 
the  line  when  spinning.  Although  I  have  not  attri- 
buted twisting  to  the  form  of  ring,  if  such  is  the 
case,  could  it  not  be  quite  averted  by  having  the 
rings  with  the  twist  or  "  snake  bend  "  alternately 
left  and  right.  Some  makers  make  them  one  way 
and  some  another. 

I  am  given  to  understand  there  is  no  close  time 
for  coarse  fish  enforced  on  the  Dee.  Is  not  this 
unvisual  ? — Yours  truly,  H.  L.  Goldsmith. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association. 

[Mr.  Goldsmith's  suggestion  of  compensating 
snake  rings  is  interesting  :  my  own  feeling  is  to 
have  good  bridge  I'ings,  the  rings  larger  at  right 
angles  to  the  rod  mth  the  two  supports  on  each  side 
put  on  so  as  to  prevent  the  line  catching  on  them. 
In  salmon  and  trout  rivers  conservators  can  allow 
coarse  fish  to  be  killed  all  the  year  round. — Ed.] 
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nothing  more  or  less  than  bogus  or  mythical 
salmon.  I  could  give  many  cases  where  false 
reports  as  to  the  capture  of  monster  salmon  have 
gained  considerable  currency  throughout  the 
country.  Here  is  one.  Some  few  years  ago  it  was 
reported  that  two  mighty  monsters  had  been 
captured  in  the  river  Tay.  One  was  said  to  have 
weighed  87Jlb.  and  the  other  801b.  A  fishmonger 
in  an  obscure  part  of  London  had  indeed  the 
temerity  to  exhibit  in  his  shop  window  a  very  poor 
specimen  of  Salmo  solar,  which  was  labelled  '  Tay 
salmon,  801b.  weight.'  With  the  kind  assistance 
of  the  then  editor  of  the  Scotsman,  Mr.  Malloch,  Mr. 
Speedie,  of  Perth,  and  other  tacksmen  throughout 
Scotland,  I  promptly  ran  this  falsehood  to  earth. 
All  the  people  most  likely  to  know  had  indeed 
heard  of  this  great  capture,  but  no  one  had  seen 
the  monster.  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Son,  of  Edin- 
burgh, wrote  me  :  '  We  beg  to  say  that  the  fish 
mentioned  was  taken  notice  of  by  some  of  the 
London  papers,  and  was  said  to  have  weighed  Sl\\h., 
but  we  ascertained  that  the  fish  weighed  only  57|lb., 
and  was  caught  on  Lord  Zetland's  fishings  below 
Newburgh,  on  the  Tay.  We  may  say  the  heaviest 
taken  on  the  Tay  this  season  was  one  of  641b. 
weight.'  Jlany  other  salmon,  than  those  mentioned 
above,  of  501b.  and  upwards  have  been  taken  by 
anglers  during  recent  years.  I  cannot  enumerate 
them  all  as  I  have  not  my  notebooks  by  me,  but  I 
think  I  have  mentioned  most  of  the  heaviest  fish. 

"  Henry  Ffennell.'' 


Fine  Hekefordshtre  Wye  Pike. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  see  that  you  mention  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette  a  25lb.  Wye  pike.  There  are  many 
of  these  large  pike  in  the  Wye,  in  fact  I  caught  two 


28lb.  Pike  Killed  on  the  Wye  (Hekefoedshiee)  by  R.  Pashley 


above"the  weight  you  mention  last  season — one  of 
261b.  and  another  of  281b.  The  281b.  pike  I  had 
weighed  at  our  station  (Kerne  Bridge)  as  I  was 
passing,  so  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  weight.  I 
caught  this  pike  and  another  which  weighed  221b. 
in  the  same  salmon  pool ;  what  chance  do  you 
think  a  5lb.  grilse  would  have  had  against  these 
river  sharks  ? — Yours  truly, 

"  Robert  Pashley. 


P.S. — I  enclose  photo  of  the  28lb.  pike."- 


New  Method  of  Feedixg  Trout  Fry. 

Last  week  I  gave  particulars  of  a  new  method  of 
feeding  trout  fry  by  smearing  special  food  on  a 
common  earthenware  flower-pot  and  suspending  it 
under  water  in  the  fry  bo.xe8.  The  inventor,  Herr 
Linke,  claimed  that  he  had  patented  it  in  Germany. 
Now  another  German  fish  breeder,  Herr  Coester,  of 
Gleissen,  writes  to  the  Alljemeine  Fischerei  Zeitung, 
of  Miinich,  to  say  that  he  has  for  years  adopted  a 
simple  plan  of  the  same  kind.  He  gets  a  turner  to 
make  him  round  wooden  balls  in  different  sizes,  the 
food  is  smeared  on  to  the  balls,  they  are  put  into 
the  water  and  the  fish  feed  off  them  freely,  and 
being  constantly  revolving,  all  the  food  is  disposed 
of.  The  balls  must  be  round,  as  if  lop-sided  they 
will  not  revolve.  Mr.  Coester  says  his  method  is 
not  patented.  As  food  he  employs  to  begin  with 
yolk  of  egg  and  calf's  brains,  and  later  milt  and 
liver  prepared  as  a  pap  or  paste.  He  says  that  the 
little  fish  take  readily  to  feeding  on  food  made  into 
balls  after  a  course  of  feeding  off  his  floating  balls. 

Tons  of  Live  Fish  put  into  the  Thames; 
The  natural  breeding  places  of  Thames  fish  have 
been  so  restricted  by  the  canaUsation  of  the  river 
that  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  when  "  tons  of  fish  " 
are  put  in  from  other  waters.  Last  week,  thanks 
to  the  action  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  the  London 
County  Council,  and  the  Thames  Conservancy; 
the  Battersea  Park  lakes  were  netted,  and 
great  quantities  of  fine  carp,  roach,  bream,  and 
perch  secured  and  afterwards  put  into  the  Thames. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  there  was  some  unavoidable 
difficulty  in  doing  the  netting  at  a  later  date,  but  it 
is  a  pity,  five  tons  of  a  pitv.  that  the  fish  were  put 
into  the  river  in  the  tide- 
way and  when  the  river 
was  in  flood.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  fish  have 
simply  been  swept  away. 
The  Morning  Advertiser 
says  the  fish  were  put 
into  the  Thames  at  Rich- 
mond tidal  lock  because 
it  was  impossible  to  take 
them  higher  up  stream. 
"  The  stream  was  so 
strong  between  Kew  and 
Richmond  that  ten  of 
the  helpers  had  to  take 
out  a  tow  line  to  help 
the  tug  tow  the  barge 
along,  and  eventually 
further  steam  assistance 
L  had  to  be  obtained.  The 
fish  arrived  in  splendid  condition."  In  view  of  the 
conditions  mentioned,  I  cannot  see  how  any  of  the 
fish  can  have  remained  in  the  river  near  the  tidal 
lock  ;  the  only  chance  would  have  been  to  keep 
them  in  the  Conservancy  barge  until  next  day,  and 
then  taken  them  above  Teddington  Lock.  But  it 
is  a  mystery  to  me  why  the  lakes  were  netted  when 
the  whole  Thames  Valley  has  been  in  a  state  of 
flood  for  weeks.  \Miat  chance  have  pond  fish, 
never  accustomed  to  a  stream,  to  fight  against  old 
Father  Thames  when  liis  blood  is  up  ? 
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BY  THE  EDITORj 


Large  Saljion; 

Mr.  Henry  Ffennell  very  kindly  replies  to 
my  query  about  large  salmon  as  follows  : — 

"  My  Dear  IVLlrston, — You  ask  me  if  I  can  tell 
you  the 'weight  of  the  heaviest  salmon  taken  on  the 
fly.'  With  much  pleasure  I  send  you  a  list  of  some 
of  the  more  remarkable  fish  landed  by  anglers,  the 
weights  of  which  were  verified  at  the  time  of  cap- 
ture. I  have  not  got  all  my  notes  at  hand,  so  I 
caimot  give  you  a  complete  return  ;  but  doubtless 
the  following  will  be  sufficient  for  your  purpose. 
You  mention  a  fish  of  over  691b.,  supposed  to  have 
been  taken  by  a  former  Earl  of  Home.  In  1870 
Mr.  Haggard  landed  on  the  Stanley  water  on  the 
Tay  a  fish  of  611b.  I  believe  it  was  in  very  poor 
condition,  but  the  weight  at  any  rate  is  correct.  In 
1874  a  fish  of  57lb.  was  landed  on  the  river  Suir 
(co.  Tipperary)  by  a  poor  fisherman.  In  the  same 
year  one  of  55Jlb.  was  taken  on  the  Cumberland 
Derwent.  In  1877  Mr.  J.  B.  Lawes  landed  a  salmon 
of  541b.  on  the  Awe.  In  1884  the  keeper  on  the 
Ardoe  water  on  the  Dee  took  a  fish  of  571b.  In 
1886  Mr.  Pryor  on  the  Floors  water  of  the  Tweed 
one  of  57^1b.,and  in  1889  Mr.Brereton  took  one  of 
55lb.  on  Lord  Polwarth's  water  at  Mertoun.  In 
1892  Mr.  G.  Mackenzie  caught  a  salmon  of  561b.  at 
Warwick  Hall  on  the  Derwent.  In  1895  Lord  Zet- 
land on  the  Stanley  water  of  the  Tay  took  a  salmon 
of  55lb.  Lord  Ruthven  many  years  previously 
took  one  of  54lb..  also  on  the  Tay.  In  1888  Mr. 
Edwin  Francis,  of  Liverpool,  captured  a  salmon  of 
55|lb.  in  the  Corby  water  of  the  Eden.  The  Shannon 
this  year  (1903)  yielded  one  of  541b.  The  vague 
and  startling  statements,  based  on  no  solid  founda- 
tion, which  appear  from  time  to  time  regarding  the 
capture  of  exceptionally  large  salmon  said  to  have 
been  taken  a  hundred,  fifty,  forty,  twenty,  etc  , 
etc.,  years  ago,  are  to  my  mind  most  misleading,  if 
not  utterly  worthless.  For  some  years  past  I  have 
taken  considerable  trouble  to  verify  the  weights  of 
heavy  salmon  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  I  believe 
unless  this  work  is  done  promptly  and  thoroughly 
dire  mistakes  are  bound  to  occur,  leading  eventually 
to  the  placing  on  record  the  capture  of  what  are 


"  Coroner's  Method  of  Fishing  in  Strong  Tides 
AND  Currents. 

Many  sea  anglers  I  know  are  much  indebted  to 
"  Coroner "  for  the  description  of  his  guide-line 
method  of  sea  fishing  in  strong  tides  and  currents, 
illustrated  and  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Oct.  17.  One  or  two  have  asked  what  would 
happen  if  a  fish  fouled  the  guide-Hne,  if  an  eel  got 
caught  on,  etc.  I  asked  "  Coroner,"  and  he  very 
reasonably  says  he  does  not  care  to  reply  to  theo- 
retical objections.  "  You  were  good  enough  to 
accept  my  account  of  a  modest  though  tried  method 
of  fishing  in  strong  tides  and  currents.  Should  any- 
one try  the  method  and  fuid  any  difficulties,  I  will 
be  glad  to  reply."  In  reply  to  a  query  of  my  own, 
"  Coroner  "  added  that  in  twenty-four  days'  railing 
for  mackerel  he  never  had  a  foul,  and  this  fish  tests 
the  method  best,  as  it  veers  all  round  the  guide-Hne. 
He  adds,  what  I  should  have  thought  was  obvious, 
that  supposing  a  fish  in  its  struggles  fouled  the 
guide-Une,  what  is  to  prevent  the  latter  being 
hauled  up  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  "  Coroner's  " 
plan  is  as  novel  as  it  is  practical,  and  that  is  saying  a 
good  deal  at  this  late_^  period  in  the  history  of 
fishing. 


The  StJiR,  Clonmel. 
Mr.  E.  Middelton,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  tells  me 
he  has  had  some  good  sport  with  the  Suir  peal  and 
salmon,  and  that  not  for  years  have  there  been  so 
many  fish  in  the  river,  owing  of  course  to  the  floods. 
L^nfortunately,  high  waters  and  high  winds  have 
been  against  the  angler. 

Five  Perch  weighing  nearly  3lb.  Each. 

Writing  to  me  on  the  6th.  Captain  A.  E.  Main- 
waring,  of  the  Royal  Dublin  FusiUers.  says  : — 

"  WTiat  do  you  think  of  the  following  ?  A  yorng 
officer  in  my  regiment  spinning  for  pike  in  the 
Liffey  brought  back  to  barracks  five  perch  which 
weighed  141b.  9oz.  He  seemed  disappointed  at 
not  having  caught  any  pike,  and  said  he  could 
have  caught  '  any  amount  of  those  tilings.'  The 
remarkable  part  of  it  is  that  neither  before  nor 
since  have  any  of  us  got  a  perch  in  that  iiver." 

It  certainly  is  very  curious  that  such  a  grand  lot 
of  perch  should  have  been  taken  by  a  fluke  as  it  were, 
but  it  is  even  more  curious  that  neither  before  nor 
since  have  any  perch  been  taken  by  Captain  Main- 
waring  or  his  friends.  I  seem  to  have  some  recol- 
lection of  having  reports  of  captures  of  perch  in 
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that  river  in  the  eighties  from  a  Dublin  corre- 
spondent, but  I  fear  ho  was  too  credulous  of  the 
stories  told  him  by  anglers,  as  on  one  occasion  he 
reported  the  capture  of  some  perch  over  21b.  which 
were  transparent.  We  had  a  good  laugh  over  it  at 
the  time,  and  I  was  reminded  of  the  story  recently 
when  taking  a  small  perch  off  the  hook.  It  was  a 
very  bright  day,  and  happening  to  hold  the  little 
fish  up,  I  noticed  that  it  was  translucent,  if  not 
semi-transparent. 

The  Germans  Start  an  Eel  Fishery  in  Egypt. 

The  Deutsche  Fischerei-Zeitung  suggested  last  year 
that  there  was  an  opening  for  German  enterprise  in 
connection  with  the  fish  wealth  of  Egypt.  The 
hint  was  taken  by  Messrs.  Miillgard  and  Lill,  a 
Hamburg  firm  of  fish  merchants.  They  sent  out  a 
representative  with  an  experienced  Baltic  eel  fisher- 
mnn  ;  they  found  encouraging  conditions  in  Lake 
Mensaleh  (between  Damietta  and  Port  Said), 
taught  the  natives  how  to  catch  the  eels,  built  a 
depot  near  a  railway  station,  and  in  a  short  time 
were  able  to  pack  and  send  off  to  Hamburg  a  first 
consignment  of  25,000  eels,  and  they  expect  to 
despatch  at,  least  fifty  to  sixty  tons  (150,000  to 
170,000  eels)  every  week.  To  prepare  the  eels  for 
the  journey,  they  are  cut  open,  well  rubbed  with 
salt,  then  packed  between  layers  of  ice  with  the 
addition  of  formaUn.  Eels  are  not  exactly  the  most 
innocent  form  of  food,  but  fancy  Egyptian  eels 
cured  with  salt  and  formaUn  !  It  looks  as  if  there 
would  be  painful  experiences  in  German  httle 
Marys.  Why  does  not  some  British  firm  start  an 
eel-canning  estabUshment  out  there  ? 

The  67Jlb.  Tweed  Salmon  Kjlled  on  Ply.- 

"  Observer,"  writing  in  the  Scotsman,  says  : — 

"  Sm, — An  interesting  letter  appeared  recently 
in  your  columns  regarding  the  size  of  salmon.  The 
writer  stated  that  a  salmon  was  caught  with  the 
rod  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  many  years  ago 
weighing  81  ^Ib. 

"  The  largest  Tay  salmon,  so  far  as  I  know,  was 
taken  with  the  net  near  Perth.  It  weighed  711b. 
A  beautiful  cast  of  tliis  splendid  fish  was  made  by 
the  late  distinguished  naturaUst,  Frank  Buckland. 

"  The  largest  Tweed  salmon  taken  with  the  rod 
and  fly  of  which  there  is  authentic  record  was 
caught  in  the  Floors  Castle  water  on  Oct.  27,  1886. 
It  was  '  a  well-conditioned  and  beautifuUy-built 
male  fish,'  and  weighed  57|lb. 

"It  is  remarkable  that  almost  all  extra  large 
salmon  are  male  fish." 

I  had  forgotten  that  grand  Tweed  fish,  but  on 
turning  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  6,  1886,  I 
found  I  had  a  record  of  it  as  being  killed  on  the 
Floors  water  by  Mr.  Prior,  Hylands,  Chelmsford. 
It  was  a  very  handsome  fish,  and  was  killed  on  a 
l|in.  double  hook  Silver  Grey.  The  length  was 
53in.,  girth  at  back  fin  28|in.  It  was  set  up  for  the 
Duke  of  Roxburgho  by  Mr.  Brotherston,  taxider- 
mist, Kelso. 


"  J.  B-L.'s  "  Marked  Kelts. 

"  J.  B-L."  now  kindly  sends  me  the  following 
interesting  particulars  respecting  the  kelt  salmon 
he  marked  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Nov.  5, 
so  far  out  of  fifty  kelts  marked  by  me  this  spring 
.at  Grimersta,  only  three  have  been  heard  of. 

"  No.  10  was  caught  by  me  on  No.  1  Loch  on 
March  31,  and  weighed  51b.  ;  this  fish  was  recaught 
on  Aug.  21,  about  150  miles  away,  at  Castletown 
by  Thurso,  and  weighed  81b.  2Joz. 

"  I  understand  from  the  letter  you  enclosed  from 
Mr.  Calderwood  that  this  fish  was  in  poor  condition, 
being  scarred  about  the  head  and  abdomen,  and 
some  of  the  internal  organs  were  ruptured,  which 
"had  in  some  measure  prevented  it  recovering 
satisfactorily  from  the  kelt  stage. 

"  My  gillie  and  I  were  most  careful  in  marking 
the  kelts  not  to  injure  them  in  any  way  or  to  keep 
them  out  of  the  water  longer  than  was  absolutely 
necessary.  I  should  imagine  this  fish,  on  its  long 
swim  to  Thurso,  must  have  been  injured  in  the  nets, 
and  after  escaping  in  an  injured  condition  was 
recaught  again  at  Castletown. 

"As  I  mentioned  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Oct.  31,  No.  38  was  caught  on  April  20,  weighing 
41b.  r2oz.,  and  recaught  at  Grimersta  on  Oct.  18, 
weighing  81b.  12oz.    I  presume  in  good  condition. 

"  The  third  mark  was  seen  on  a  fish  which  was 
hooked  and  lost  on  the  Grimersta  river; — Yours 
truly,  "J.  B-L.". 


Snake  Rings; 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — As  to  the  snake  rings 
coimter  kinking  the  line  off  a  Malloch  reel  or  a 
Cowburn's  caster,  I  think  the  wind  would  make  a 
difference,  as  when  it  causes  a  flutter  between  the 
rings  the  kinking  varies,  from  the  amount  caused 
when  not  throwing  into  a  gale.  I  found  a  Malloch 
reel  kinked  in  wind  and  calm  equally. — Yours 
sincerely,  "  Oliver  Procter."- 

Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  who 
is  a  very  keen  and  successful  pike  angler,  writes  to 
me  to  say  he  agrees  with  the  view  that  snake  rings 
are  a  mistake  for  the  spinning  rod.  He  thinks 
when  the  Une  has  been  on  the  reel  for  some  time  it 
should  all  be  run  over  the  grass  before  it  is  used. 
He  and  his  son  had  nearly  forty  pike  in  the  Avon 
last  week. 


Hooks  Drawing  out  of  Salmon  Flies. 

Mr.  George  Rooper,  author  of  "  Thames  and 
Tweed  "  and  other  works,  writes  on  this  subject : — • 

"  My  dear  Marston, — I  forgot  to  reply  to  your 
query  as  to  my  experience  of  hooks  '  drawing.' 
One  instance  only  comes  to  my  recollection.  That 
hook  was  tied  by  a  then  young  unkno^vn  maker, 
now  a  well-kno^vn  and  reUable  one,  whose  name  I 
need  not  mention.  It  was  very  hard  on  the  fisher- 
man, being  the  first  fish  he  had  ever  hooked.  This 
was  on  the  Sluy  water,  on  which  I  recollect  that  I 
killed  thirty-one  fish  in  a  fortnight,  losing  only  one. 

"  A  Norway  fisherman  tells  me  that  the  long- 
shanked  hooks  used  in  that  country  frequently 
break,  and  then  the  silk  unwinds  and  the  hook  of 
course  '  draws.' 

"  On  another  subject — I  would  like  to  hear 
the  result  of  the  attempt  to  turn  the  Thames  into  a 
'  salmon  river '  two  years  since.  In  my  opinion, 
as  given  at  the  time,  they  might  as  well  try  to 
introduce  flying -fish. — Yours  truly, 

"Nov.  5."-  "  George  Roofer. 


What  is  the  Best  Number  of  Rings  for  a 
Spinning  Rod  ? 

Captain  J.  L.  Meyer  wi'ites  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — As  a  discussion  is  now  going  on  as 
to  the  best  form  of  ring  for  spinning  rods,  I  should 
like  to  raise  the  question,  not  yet  touched  upon,  of 
the  best  number. 

"  For  fly  fishing  or  bottom  fishing  the  large 
number  of  rings  used  is  no  doubt  convenient  and 
necessary,  but  for  spinning  so  large  a  number  is,  I 
think,  unnecessary,  and  must  unduly  increase  the 
friction  of  the  Une.  Will  some  one  who  has 
experimented  say  what  is  the  necessary  number 
having  regard  to  the  convenience  of  fishing  and 
the  strain  brought  on  the  rod.  I  have  in  mind 
more  especially  rods  of  14in.  and  16in.  as  used 
for  mahseer  fishing  in  India. — Yours  truly. 

"  Colchester."         "  J.  L.  Meyer,  Capt.  R.E. 

Captain  Meyer  raises  a  very  interesting  question. 
I  have  always  considered  that  the  more  the  rings 
the  less  the  friction  and  the  less  the  strain  on  the 
rod.  The  friction  is  distributed  more  as  it  would 
be  if  the  Une  went  through  a  tube  in  the  rod.  The 
greater  the  space  between  the  rings  the  greater  is 
the  angle  made  by  the  Une  when  the  rod  is  bent  in 
playing  a  fish,  and  so  the  friction  would  be  greater. 
If  the  rod  is  held  rings  up  in  casting  and  in  playing 
a  fish,  of  course  the  friction  is  less  than  is  possible 
in  any  other  way,  as  the  Une  simply  slides  along 
the  smooth  surface  of  the  rod. 


Artificial  Salmon  Culture  in  Scotland. 

Mi-.  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown,  J.P.,  F.R.S.E.,  sends  me 
this  note  on  artificial  salmon  culture  in  Scotland  :  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Majrston, — '  G.  M.'  is  right.  Our 
ways  of  doing  things  are  wrong  about  artificial 
rearing  from  ova,  alevins,  etc.  Only  on  one 
river  which  I  know  in  Scotland  can  anything  like 
success  be  said  to  have  been  scored.  I  have  before 
told  you.  But  on  that  river  or  its  upper  reaches 
(splendidly  suited  for  the  purpose)  it  was  not  the 
ova  of  the  native  fish  which  were  hatched,  but  ova 
taken  from  the  Brora  and  Naver  (I  refer  to  the 
river  Inver).  This  improvement  holds  good  to-day, 
the  two  distinct  types  of  fish,  native  Inver  and 
introduced  Brora  and  Naver,  being  quite  easily 
recognisable;  No  attention  appears  to  have  been 
paid  to  my  remarks  (you  yourself  ignore  them), 
just  as  if  universal  opinion  held  that  Iwas  romancing. 
But  this  took  from  1882  to  1896  before  any  results 
were  \asible. 


"  You  want  statistics,  too,  from  Speymouth; 
Autumn  big  fishes'  ova  breed  autumn  fish ;  and  the 
late  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has  improved 
his  own  water  for  his  autumn  guests.  But  has  any 
improvement  appeared,  say,  above  Orton  or 
as  far  as  Aberlour,  or  in  the  upper  reaches  ? 
No,  I  believe  not.  If  you  want  to  breed  and 
rear  spring  salmon,  the  ova  must  be  gathered 
from  spring  fish,  and  that  on  the  upper  reaches; 
You  say  '  not  a  soul '  in  Scotland  or  England  '  gives 
soUd  proof,'  etc.  [Fishing  Gazette,  p.  289).  It  is 
not  that  it  is  not  given,  it  is  that  you  don't  believe 
it  !    Stet,  Sir  ! 

"  Now,  if  you  don't  like  it,  don't  print  it  till  you 
have  asked  others  besides  myself  who  have  known 
that  river  as  long  as  I  have  done.  (Some  dead, 
alas  !)  But  write  to  Mr.  W.  Wallace,  Inchnadamph 
Hotel,  Lairg,  Sutherlandshire.  Place  this  letter 
before  him,  ask  corroboration  or  denial  of  the 
results  since  1896.  Be  in  no  hurry  to  print  my 
effusion  till  you  do  satisfy  yourself  as  Editor; 
Smash  me,  if  you  can  ! 

"  But,  my  dear  Marston,  artificial  rearing,  I 
perfectly  agree,  is  '  love's  labour  lost '  (to  put  it 
poetically  and  also  practically)  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten.  Still,  where  any  results  are  effected,  it  is 
worth  while  to  give  them  fair  prominence. 

"  I  ask  you  to  investigate  my  statements  about 
Inver,  and  communicate  for  facts  (not  giving  leading 
questions)  with  Geo.  Muirhead,  Esq.,  Chamberlain 
to  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  Estate  Offices, 
Fochabers. 

"  '  G.  M.'  is  absolutely  correct  in  his  statements, 
both  in  fact  and  theory — so-called  theory.  I  call  it 
deduction  and  common-sense. — I  am,  dear  Mr; 
Marston,  yours  sincerely, 

"  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown.". 

A  Fascinating  Hobby  and  a  Good  Report; 

"  Dear  Sib, — Some  months  ago,  after  reading 
'  Letters  from  my  Dad,'  by  Alan  Grange,  I  deter- 
mined to  try  my  hand  at  tying  flies,  and  I  have  to 
thank  the  writer  of  the  above  mentioned  article  for 
my  introduction  to  one  of  the  most  fascinating 
hobbies  I  ever  took  up.  A  friend  to-day  sent  me 
the  head  of  a  pullet,  and  I  enclose  you  a  few  hackles 
from  the  same.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  tell 
me  what  patterns,  if  any,  these  would  be  specially 
useful  for.  They  seem  a  Uttle  different  from  any 
others  I  have  by  me. 

"  May  I  be  allowed  at  the  same  time  to  con- 
gratulate you.  Sir,  upon  printing  and  your  corre- 
spondent upon  writing  the  fishing  reports  from  the 
Itchen,  Winchester,  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  during  the  late  season,  and  which 
are  surely  models  of  what  reports  of  trout  fishings 
should  be.  They  are  evidently  written  by  a  good 
naturaUst  as  well  as  a  good  fisherman,  and  other 
correspondents  would,  in  my  opinion,  do  well,  when 
sending  their  weekly  reports,  to  study  '  Pale  Watery 
Dun's  '  style.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — I 
remain,  yours  truly,  "  Hackle."- 

I  asked  Alan  Grange's  opinion  about  the  hackles, 
and  he  says  : — 

"  Dear  Marston, — The  hackles  enclosed  by  your 
correspondent  are  too  large  and  too  short  in  pro- 
portion to  their  length  for  general  trout  fly  dressing; 
They  might  be  used  for  whisks  for  wet  flies,  for  the 
front  hackle  of  big — very  big — sedges,  and  for 
hackUng  loch  and  sea-trout  flies  with  claret  or 
peacock's  herl  bodies.  They  also  would  make — in 
the  larger  sizes,  and  using  three  or  four  together — 
good  floppy  chub  flies.  But  they  are  really  not 
very  suitable  for  trout  fly  dressing  at  all.  The 
quite  small  feathers  from  the  same  neck  would 
make  excellent  Red  Spinner  legs,  especially  for  wet 
flies. — Yours  truly,  "  Alan  Grange." 

I  asked  Alan  Grange  if  he  did  not  consider 
worsted  crewel  as  good  or  better  than  silk  or  seal. 
He  repUes  : — 

"  I  don't  think  worsted  crewel  makes  a  better 
body  than  seal.  In  general  it  is  better  than  silk, 
though  I  prefer  silk  for  three  or  four  patterns. 
My  observation  of  crewel  is  that  the  colour  goes 
so  dead  when  wet."- 

Sutton  Seedsmen  among  the  Roach. 

Mr.  R.  Bowsher,  hon.  secretary  and  recorder  of 
Sutton's  AngUng  Association,  writes  :  — 

"  Reading,  Nov.  9,  1903. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  venture  to  enclose  a  Press  notice 
of  our  doings  amongst  the  roach  this  season  in  case 
t  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers,  as  indeed  I 
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know  it  will  be  to  you  personally.  As  you  will  see, 
it  is  a  record  year  (in  this  particular  department) 
for  us  ;  especially  seeing  that  we  are  debarred, 
through  the  exigencies  of  the  seed  business,  from 
fishing  in  the  early  months  of  the  year — January, 
February,  and  March— membership  in  this  private 
club  being  confined  to  the  employes.  Of  the  seventy 
members  supporting  the  association,  some  two  dozen 
^  fish,  and  about  half  of  these  are  roach  fishermen  ; 
and  as  '  recorder  '  to  the  community  of  piscators 
on  the  Royal  seed  estabhshment,  I  am  proud  of  their 
feat  of  forty-six  fish — 461b. 

"  With  many  apologies  for  this  dissertation, — 
Yours  faithfully,       ''  R.  Bowsher,  Hon.  Sec."- 

The  following  is  the  report,  and  I  am  glad  to  see 
the  members  had  such  good  sport.  I  wonder  if  the 
roach  are  from  the  Thames  or  Kennet  ? 

"  Sutton's  Angling  Association. — The  entry  for 
1903  of  forty-six  fish— 461b.,  and  2cwt.  Iqr.  15lb., 
'Wednesday's  gross  weight  roach,'  which  ended  with 
the  club  year  on  the  31st  ult.,  proves  to  be  a  record 
one  at  every  point,  both  individually  and  collectively. 
The  chief  contributions  in  the  specimen  class  are  : — 
A.  E.  Jacobs,  21b.  Ofoz.  (record),  lib.  lloz.,  lib. 
9foz.,  lib.  6Joz.,  lib.  5oz.,  and  15|oz.  ;  C.  Cooper, 
lib.  6|oz.  and  lib.  6ioz.  ;  W.  W.  Albury,  lib.  61-oz., 
lib.  2ioz.,  and  lib.  IJoz.  ;  G.  Taylor,  lib.  6oz.  ;  W. 
R.  Smith,  lib.  3ioz.,  lib.  3oz.,  lib.  2ioz.,.  and 
lib.  2oz.  ;  H.  Belcher,  lib.  2ioz.  and  lib.  Qioz.  ;  W. 
H.  Stacey,  lib.  2oz.,  lib.  IJoz.,  and  15Joz.  ;  T. 
Appleby,  lib.  l^oz.  ;  A  Knight,  lib.  Qioz.  ;  S. 
Warrilow,  lib.  ;  and  W  Hancock.  15|oz. — twenty- 
five  fish  in  all,  averaging  \\\h.  The  principal 
factors  in  the  gross-weight  weekly  half-day  aggre- 
gate are  :  70|lb.  (a  double  record,  comprising  one 
catch  of  141b.),  W.  H.  Stacey  ;  441b.,  W.  R.  Smith  ; 
401b.,  S.  Warrilow ;  311b.,  A.  E.  Jacobs  ;  24lb., 
W.  H.  Chalk  ;  and  171b.,  E.  Spong— aU  fish  under 
eight  inches  (club  standard)  being  returned,'' 

Good  Natukal  Hackles  fok  Fly  Tying. 

Mr.  R.  T.  Williams,  of  Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland, 
R.S.O.,  who  sends  me  some  excellent  natural 
hackles,  says: — • 

"  Sir,  —  I  notice  in  your  '  Occasional  Notes ' 
published  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  31  and  Nov.  7 
you  refer  to  hackles.  Herewith  beg  to  enclose  a 
few  samples  of  my  stock,  a  large  one,  comprising 
feathers  of  almost  every  shade,  both  in  cocks  and 
hens,  natural,  as  mentioned  in  advertisement 
running  in  Fishing  Gazette.  I  make  a  speciaUty  of 
fly  dressing  materials  of  every  description,  as  per 
price  list  herewith. 

"Autumn  grayling  fishing  has  been  entirely 
spoilt  up  to  now  by  continued  floods.  Since  the 
last  week  in  September  till  the  present  there  has 
not  been  the  chance  of  wetting  a  line ;  and  though 
possibly  bottom  or  mid-water  fishing  may  be 
practicable  in  a  place  here  and  there  towards  the 
end  of  the  week,  fly  fishing  will  not  be  had  for 
another  seven  to  ten  days,  supposing  present  fair 
weather  to  continue.  In  over  fifty  years'  experience 
do  not  call  to  mind  so  bad  a  season,'' 


Effect  of  Damp  Weather  on  Casting, 

As  I  said  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  time  ago,  I 
have  noticed  that  you  cannot  cast  so  well  or  so  far 
in  damp  as  in  fine,  dry  weather.  Now  Captain 
W.  E.  Binney  sends  me  a  letter  from  which  it  looks 
as  if  damp  weather  handicapped  the  golfer  also. 

"Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  some  corre- 
spondence that  appeared  some  time  ago  about  loss 
of  power  in  casting  in  wet  weather,  a  fresh  case 
has  just  been  brought  to  my  notice.  Two  men 
were  playing  golf  on  a  very  foggy,  damp  day. 
They  told  me  that  they  were  both  driving  well, 
but  that  every  time  they  found  their  ball  was  from 
twenty  to  thirty  yards  short  of  where  it  should 
have  been.  This  they  attributed  to  the  resistance 
of  the  fog.  I  argued  that  it  was  due  to  the  loss  of 
power  in  the  driver,  owing  to  the  damp.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  hickory  is  a  very  hydroscopic  wood, 
and  takes  up  water  readily  if  not  well  varnished. 
Consequently,  on  a  very  damp  day  a  rod  or  club  of 
that  wood  soon  loses  its  spring  and  backbone,  and 
I  have  often  noticed  this  on  a  wet  day  when 
fishing, — ifours  truly,  I'W.  E,  BmNEY.'2 


I  find  that  I  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  IMr.  G. 
J.  Chatterton  is  a  member  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society,  R,  B.  MAESTONi 
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EESULTS  OF  MAKKING  SALMON 
FRY  AND  SMOLTS. 

It  is  an  unfortunate  thing  that  the  advocates  of 
the  artificial  culture  of  salmon  cannot,  or  at  any 
rate  do  not,  produce  any  convincing  evidence  as  to 
the  possibihty  of  increasing  the  supply  of  salmon  in 
a  river  in  which  the  stock  is  falling  off,  or  of  re- 
introducing salmon  into  rivers  in  which  they  have 
become  extinct. 

I  should  be  delighted  to  get  such  evidence,  for  I 
am  most  reluctant  to  give  up  the  idea  that  pisci- 
culture is  practically  useless  as  far  as  the  noblest  of 
aU  fish  is  concerned.  In  this  connection  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  Professor  Hofer,  of  Miinich,  the  eminent 
authority  on  fish  biology,  promises  to  send  me 
presently  what  he  is  sure  will  be  convincing  proof 
as  to  the  success  of  salmon  culture  in  the  Weser. 
As  I  have  repeatedly  said,  what  has  to  be  demon- 
strated is  that  at  least  a  satisfactory  proportion  of 
artificially-reared  salmon  fry  or  smolts  come  back 
from  the  sea  as  grilse — that  is,  young  salmon. 

Izaak  Walton  was,  I  beUeve,  the  fu-st  to  record 
the  marking  of  naturally-bred  samlets,  and  the  fact 
that  smolts  so  marked  come  back  as  grilse.  He 
says  (and  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
records  we  have  in  connection  with  the  history  of 
the  salmon) : — 

Sir  Francis  Bacon  observes  the  age  of  a  salmon 
exceeds  not  ten  years  ;  so  let  me  next  tell  you,  that  his 
growth  is  very  sudden  :  it  is  said,  that  after  he  is  got 
into  the  sea,  he  becomes,  from  a  Samlet  not  so  big  us 
a  Gudgeon,  to  be  a  Salman,  in  as  short  a  time  as  a 
gosling  becomes  a  goose.  Much  of  this  has  been 
observed,  by  tying  a  riband,  or  some  known  tape  or 
thread,  in  the  tail  of  some  young  salmons  {i.e.,  samlets) 
which  have  been  taken  in  weirs  as  they  swimmed 
towards  the  salt  water  ;  and  then  by  taking  a  part  of 
them  again,  with  the  known  mark,  at  the  same  place, 
at  their  return  from  the  sea,  which  is  usually  about 
six  months  after  ;  {and  the  like  experiment  hath  been 
tried  upon  young  swallows,  who  have,  after  six 
months'  absence,  been  observed  to  return  to  the  same 
chimney,  there  to  make  their  nests  and  habitations  for 
the  summer  following  ;)  which  has  inclined  many  to 
think,  that  every  salmon  usually  returns  to  the  same 
river  in  which  it  was  bred,  as  young  pigeons  taken  out 
of  the,  same  dovecote  have  also  been  observed  to  do^ 

This  was  published  in  1653,  and  two  hundred 
years  later,  namely,  in  1853,  the  experiments  in 
salmon  culture  at  Stormontfield,  on  the  Tay,  proved 
again  the  truth  of  all  Walton  had  said.  I  will  give 
some  account  of  those  experiments  presently,  but  I 
want  to  emphasise  the  fact  estabUshed,  as  stated  by 
Walton,  by  the  marking  of  samlets,  and  that  is  that 
they  can  be  marked  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  injure 
them  in  the  least,  and  yet  to  identify  them  when 
they  return  as  grilse.  I  see  some  American  and 
Canadian  pisciculturists  write  as  if  satisfactory 
marking  of  samlets  is  not  possible.  If  they  used 
metal  marks,  it  is  probable  they  are  right,  but  it  is 
quite  evident  that  silk  of  different  colours,  either  as 
floss  silk  or  as  braid  or  ribbon,  can  be  used,  as  also 
could  salmon  gut  knotted  in  a  special  way. 

The  following  extracts  prove  that  smolts  arti- 
ficially bred  have  been  marked  and  have  returned 
as  grilse.  Walton  had  already  shown  that  naturally- 
bred  smolts  had  been  so  marked  and  had  returned 
as  grilse. 

What  we  now  want  to  see  is  if  the  percentage  of 
marked  artificially-bred  smolts  which  return  from 
the  sea  is  sufficient  to  establish  the  value  of  salmon 
culture.  I  believe  it  is  only  by  marking  samlets  or 
smolts  that  this  can  be  estabhshed. 

R.  B.  Marstok. 

RESULTS  OF  MARKING  SALMON  FRY  AND 
SMOLTS  IN  1853  AND  LATER. 

From  Houghton' a  "  British  Fishes."- 

According  to  IVIr.  Shaw's  experiments,  the 
growth  of  the  salmon  is  as  follows,  though  no 
doubt  this  growth  is  not  the  same  in  all  individuals, 
some  growing  faster  than  others.  A  young  salmon, 
with  its  attached  umbilical  sac,  of  one  day  old,  is 
about  fin.  in  length  ;  at  two  months  old  it  has 
attained  the  size  of  about  Ifin.,  and  bears  many 
transverse  dark  bars  ;  the  httle  fish  is  at  this  stage 
called  a  parr ;  at  four  months  of  age  the  young 
salmon,  or  parr,  is  2|in.  long  ;  at  six  months  about 
3in.  ;  at  twelve  months  4Jin.  ;  at  eighteen  months 
it  is  nearly  5 Jin.,  still  bearing  the  parr  marks  ;  at 
two  years  it  attains  the  size  of  6in.,  the  parr  marks 
now  disappearing  or  being  only  faintly  visible,  and 
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the  fish  assuming  the  characteristic  aspect  of  the 
smolt,  commonly  so  called.  In  this  latter  stage 
the  young  fish  is  in  colour  and  form  very  like  the 
parent  salmon  ;  it  is  in  this  stage  also  that  it  rises 
most  readily  to  an  artificial  fly,  and  used  to  be 
caught  by  the  angler  in  large  quantities  before  the 
law  interfered  with  its  capture. 

As  to  the  length  of  time  during  which  salmon  fry 
remain  in  the  rivers  before  they  descend  to  the  sea, 
it  would  appear  from  experiments  made  at  Stor- 
montfield, on  the  Tay,  in  1853-4,  that  there  is  in 
this  respect  a  great  amount  of  variation  even 
amongst  individuals  living  under  the  same  apiiarent 
conditions.  It  seems  that  a  considerable  number  of 
young  tish  descend  to  the  sea  when  they  are  about 
fifteen  months  old.  A  parr  hatched  in  February, 
1878,  say,  may  be  ready  to  take  its  journey  sea- 
wards in  May  or  June,  1879.  It  has  also  been 
shown  that  a  large  number  remain  in  the  river  till 
they  are  a  httle  over  two  years  old.  A  parr  hatched 
in  February,  1868,  may  remain  in  the  fresh  water 
till  May  or  June,  1870,  and  I  suspect  that  this  is 
usually  the  case.  The  young  salmon,  after  remaifi- 
ing  some  time  in  the  sea,  returns  to  the  river  ;  it  is 
then  called  a  grilse.  How  long  does  it  remain  in 
the  sea  before  it  returns  to  the  fresh  water  ?  In 
experiments  made  at  Stormontfield,  a  great  number 
of  smolts  were  marked  by  cutting  off  the  adipose 
fin,  others  by  cutting  the  tail,  and  others  by  the 
fixing  of  silver  rings.  Between  twelve  and  thirteen 
hundred  smolts  were  marked  by  cutting  off  the 
adipose  fin  and  turned  out  of  the  pond  the  first 
year.  Of  these  twenty-two  are  stated  to  have  been 
caught  as  grilse  that  same  season.  Of  those  that 
left  the  pond  the  second  year  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty-five  were  marked  by  cutting  the  tail,  and  of 
these  several  are  repoittd  to  have  lecn  taught  as 
gribe  in  the  course  of  their  season.  "  Of  all  the 
smolts  marked  by  the  attachment  of  rings  or  other 
effective  means,"  says  Mr.  Russel,  "  whether  in  the 
Tay  or  other  rivers,  none  have  been  got,  as  either 
grilse  or  salmon,  the  first  year,  and  several  have  been 
got  the  second  year."  Of  the  Stormontfield  smolts 
of  the  second  year — descending  in  spring,  1856 — 
three  hundred  were  marked  by  silver  rings,  and 
of  those  none  were  got.  It  is  quite  possible  indeed 
that  all  of  the  three  hundred  that  escaped  their 
enemies  in  the  sea,  or  even,  we  wiU  suppose,  the 
entire  three  hundred,  "  no  wanderer  lost,"  may 
have  returned  to  the  Tay  as  grilse  that  season,  and 
yet  none  of  them  have  chanced  to  be  caught.  But 
from  other  quarters  we  have  what  seems  positive 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  second  season. 

In  various  years  a  great  number  of  Tweed  smolts 
were  marked  by  a  silver  wire  passed  thi'ough  and 
fastened  to  the  back  part  of  their  tails  ;  none  of 
them  were  got  as  grilse  or  salmon  the  season  they 
were  marked,  but  the  next  season  several  of  them 
were  caught  as  most  indubitable  grilses.  Still  later 
experiments  on  the  Tweed,  apparently  on  a  smaller 
scale,  but  conducted  with  great  care,  have  brought 
out  the  same  results.  The  Duke  of  Roxburghe  has 
preserved  in  his  possession  a  fish  which  was  marked 
as  a  smolt  by  the  insertion  of  a  peculiarly-shaped 
wire  on  May  14,  1855,  and  which  was  caught  on 
July  21  of  the  following  year  as  a  grilse,  weighing 
6|lb.  The  experiments  of  IMr.  Ramsbottom,  of 
Drohulla,  have  also  gone  to  support  the  doctrine 
that  the  fish  does  not  return  until  after  thirteen  to 
fifteen  months  in  the  sea  ;  smolts  turned  out  of  the 
nursery  ponds  and  marked  in  May,  1862,  were 
caught  as  grilse  in  June,  July,  and  August,  1863, 
though  there  is  in  this  case  a  possibiht}'  that 
the  smolts  may  have  been  turned  out  before  thty 
were  ready  to  emigrate,  and  may  after  their  expul- 
sion have  spent  in  the  river  one  of  the  two  years 
which  Mr.  Ramsbottom  assumes  that  they  spent 
in  the  sea.  To  what  conclusion,  then,  on  this 
point  do  these  experiments  conduct  us  ?  To 
nothing  absolutely  certain  ;  but  as  a  probabiUty; 
supported  by  evidence  small  in  amount  but  strong 
in  quality,  to  this — that  some  at  least  of  the  smolts 
do  not  ascend  as  grilse,  or  as  anything  else,  till 
next  year,  or  fifteen  months  after  their  descent ; 
and  as  another  probability,  supported  by  evidence 
greater  in  amount,  but  not  so  strong  in  qualit  j",  that 
some  of  them  return  the  first  year,  or  three  months 
after  descent.  It  may  then  be  that  both  views  are 
correct. — "  Natural  History  of  the  Salmon,"  pp. 
54-56. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Slarston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Duustan's  House,  i'etter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  Ii.di» 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Bcoks,  Histoiies, 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on  applicaliou. 
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FISH  CULTUEE. 


THE  NORTON  FISHERY,  BALDOCK,  HERTS. 


This  fishery  is  situated  on  the  River  Ivel,  which 
here  takes  its  rise.  The  proprietors  own  or  rent 
about  two  miles  from  the  source  northwards  as  far 
as  Radwell  Lake,  the  outlet  of  which  is  securely 
screened.  Flooding  on  this  river  is  quite  unknown, 
being  effectively  guarded  against  by  an  elaborate 
system  of  screens.  A  number  of  natural  springs 
along  its  course  afford  a  large  and  never-failing 
supply  of  water,  all  of  which  can  be  utiUsed  for 
fishery  purposes,  as  three  mills  on  this  stretch  are 
not  now  used,  and  belong  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
fishery.  The  supply  of  natural  fish -food  in  this 
river  is  phenomenal ;  and  besides  this  large  ponds 
are  set  apart  for  growing  shellfish  and  shrimps, 
planted  with  watercress  and  other  aquatic  plants. 
The  "  fresh- water  snail  "  and  "  fresh- water  shrimp  " 
are  specially  recommended  for  waters  which  are 
about  to  be  stocked,  as  they  form  the  best  natural 
food  for  trout,  and  without  which  the  fish  rarely 
attain  to  any  size.    An  illustrated  description  of  the 


FISHING  DUEING  THE  FLOODS. 


A  CHAT  WITH  AN  !'OLD  'UN.'i 


"  Well,  where  are  they  now  ?  "  "  Ask  me 
another,  and  I  might  be  able  to  answer  it."  "  In 
the  eddies  and  sides,  I  suppose  ?  "  "  Well,  if  I 
was  asked  to  give  my  opinion  where  they  were,  I 
should  say  out  of  sight,  for  a  few  weeks  at  any  rate, 
until  the  sea  goes  down."- 

I  was  speaking  to  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine 
one  evening — a  veritable  Izaak  Walton — and  while 
doing  so  eUcited  the  following  facts  which  I  will 
relate  as  he  gave  them  to  me  : — 

"  Fishing  now  is  not  what  it  used  to  be,  you 
know  ;  I  never  go  fishing.  I  merely  idle  an  hour 
or  two  away  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  because  I  have 
nothing  else  to  do.  When  I  used  to  go  fishing,  I 
went  fishing — fishing  every  day,  mind  you  ;  of 
course  I  got  to  know  the  river  and  their  haunts, 
and  I  could  say  to  anyone,  '  Do  you  want  a  fish  ?  ' 
and  if  they  said  ',  Yes,'  I  could  go  and  catch  one  in 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  a  decent  one  too. 
You  see  fish  have  their  haunts  and  homes  the  same 


course  there  is  some  fish  there,  and  always 
will  be.'^ 

"  Exactly,"  I  rejoined.  "  While  going  across  the 
weir  one  Sunday  afternoon  in  June,  when  the  floods 
were  at  their  lieight,  I  saw  dozens  of  fish  caught  in 
the  pool,  mostly  by  juvenile  sportsmen.  Did  this 
aft'ect  the  fishing  for  the  next  few  months,  and  was 
there  any  paucity  of  fish  in  consequence  ?  " 

"  Well,  you  might  have  seen  some  caught. 
There  were  some  caught,  hundreds  of  them, 
especially  roach,  but  they  were  not  clean,  and  the 
fact  of  the  number  being  caught  in  June,  in  my 
opinion,  made  it  bad  for  the  general  sport  later  on." 

"  How  do  you  account  for  the  scarcity  of  fish 
now  ?    There  seems  to  be  very  few  caught." 

"  How  do  I  account  for  it  ?  I  don't  account 
for  it ;  I  should  say  the  fioods  account  for  it.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  when  the  floods  subside  there 
will  be  a  lot  of  fish  caught,  especially  jack." 

"  Apropos  of  the  weir  pool,  have  you  ever  caught 
or  battled  with  any  wary  monsters  in  this  noted  and 
favourite  resort  ?  " 

"  I  have — give  me  a  light,  and  I  will  tell  you  of 
some.    Of  course  you  know  that  barbel  are  abso- 


Feeding  the  Tegut  in  a  "  Two-Yeab-Old  "  Pond  at  the  Norton  Fishery,  Baldock,  Herts. 


river  and  ponds  will  be  found  in  the  very  attractive 
prospectus  and  price-list  of  the  fishery. 

The  Norton  Fishery  is  thoroughly  well-appointed. 
The  hatching  house  is  capable  of  holding  1,000,000 
eggs.  It  is  Ughted  by  electricity,  and  heated  by 
hot-water  pipes,  thus  ensiiring  an  even  temperature 
of  35deg.  to  40deg.  during  hatching  period.  Floating 
boat-shaped  trays  are  used  in  the  boxes. 

After  the  alevin  stage,  the  fry  are  removed  to 
the  rearing  house,  where  they  are  taught  to  feed  in 
boxes  siippUed  with  a  very  large  fiow  of  water. 
There  are  ponds  for  fry,  for  yearlings,  and  two  and 
three-year- olds.  An  extremely  valuable  part  of 
the  fishery  is  the  stretch  of  the  River  Ivel,  a  mile  in 
extent,  wliich  is  reserved  for  growing  wild  fish  for 
spawning  purposes.  The  prices  quoted  are  very 
reasonable,  and  as  the  size  of  the  fish  is  given  the 
purchaser  knows  beforehand  what  size  his  yearling 
or  two-year-old  will  be — a  great  advantage,  as  we 
have  known  fish  sold  as  yearlings  which  were  no 
bigger  than  minnows. 

Visitors  and  intending  purchasers  are  cordially 
invited  to  view  the  fishery,  which  is  only  one  hour's 
journey  from  ICing's  Cross. 

There  is  a  weird  story  current  at  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland,  of  an  ichthyologist  who  has  crossed 
a  shad  and  a  jelly-fish  in  the  hope  of  producing  a 
boneless  species  of  herring. 


as  human  beings.  I'll  give  you  an  instance  :  I  was 
whiling  away  an  hour  one  evening  for  a  stray  trout 
in  the  weir  pool  at  Caversham,  which,  with  one 
other  pool  in  the  Thames,  is  mentioned  as  two  extra 
good  spots  for  anglers.  I  had  a  bleak  on  a  small 
triangle  and  lip  hook  with  no  weight,  you  know, 
just  letting  him  sport  about  on  the  top.  I  wasn't 
paying  much  attention  until  all  at  once  I  felt  a  tug, 
and  drawing  in  sharply,  found  the  bleak  had  been 
skinned  clean  from  the  back.  As  it  was  late  I 
didn't  fish  any  more  that  evening.  I  marked  the 
spot  in  my  mind's  eye,  and  next  morning  I  said, 
'  I  am  after  that  trout,'  although,  you  know,  I 
didn't  expect  to  get  him.  When  I  got  down  there 
I  went  and  fetched  a  bleak  out  of  the  well,  hitched 
on  the  same  tackle,  and  dropped  him  in  the  same 
place,  and,  would  you  believe  me,  in  less  time  than 
it  takes  to  tell  you  about  it,  as  soon  as  I  got  the 
bleak  in  the  water  he  had  him,  and — well,  he  scaled 
over  41b.'' 

"  You  mentioned  the  Caversham  weir  pool  as 
being  a  likely  place  for  fish.  Is  it  a  good  place  ?  " 
I  remarked. 

"Is  it  a  good  place  !  Why,  once  on  a  time  I 
never  fished  anywhere  else  ;  you  can  get  anything 
in  the  fish  line  in  that  pool — at  least  you  could 
before  they  altered  the  weir.  As  I  said  before,  I 
don't  go  fishing  now,  consequently  I  am  not  in  a 
pasition  to  state  much  about  it  now,  although  of 


lutely  the  most  wily  fish  there  are,  and  perhaps  the 
strongest.  Well,  one  night  (they  used  to  let  you 
fish  at  night  once  on  a  time  you  know)  me  and 
another  fellow  started  in  a  punt  barbel  fishing  in  the 
pool,  ledgering  with  lobworms.  I  expected  some 
fish  as  it  was  a  right  night  and  not  too  hot.  We  had 
our  pipes  on.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  some- 
thing pulled  my  rod  down  with  a  jerk.  I  hadn't 
time  to  strike  before  the  tackle  went  bang  ;  he 
broke  that  by  just  taking  the  worm.  It  made  me 
perspire,  I  can  tell  you.  I  hitched  on  another  set 
and  started  again.  Blow  me  if  he  didn't  do  the 
same  again — he  tore  that  gut  as  if  it  was  a  bit  of 
cotton.  After  that  I  chucked  it  and  came  home. 
I  reckon  that  barbel  was  an  old  one,  201b.  if  he  was 
an  ounce,  and  I  had  some  good  tackle.  I  don't 
fish  with  anything,  you  know.  Well,  that's  number 
one.  Another  time  I  was  strolUng — this  is  not 
quite  so  exciting — one  morning  over  the  long 
bridge  to  the  mill  stream.  There  was  a  London 
chap  fishing  in  the  pool  with  a  paternoster — you 
know  what  that  is,  don't  you  ?  "  I  repUed  that  I 
had  a  faint  idea  that  it  was  a  fine  with  a  lead  weight 
at  the  bottom  and  hooks  with  gut  branching  from 
the  main,  with  live  bait  on  them.  "  That's  near 
enough  at  any  rate,"  he  said.  "  Well,  as  I  said 
before,  this  fellow  had  a  paternoster  on  with 
minnows  for  live  bait.  Presently  he  had  a  bite  and 
pulled  up.    One  of  the  minnows  had  been  bitten  off 
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right  to  the  head.  He  put  on  another,  which 
shared  the  same  fate.  Seeing  me  standing  by,  he 
said,  '  That's  a  big  jack,  ain't  it,  mate,'  you  know, 
Uke  Cockneys  do  talk.  I  said  in  my  opinion  it  was 
a  big  chub,  knowing,  as  I  did,  that  chub  always 
take  their  baits  from  the  back.  He  laughed  when 
I  said  chub,  and  said,  '  Chub  be  hanged  '  ;  he  knew 
it  was  a  jack.  I  said  all  right,  if  he  knew  it  was 
all  right  he'd  better  catch  him,  but  there  was  one 
thing  I  told  him  I  knew,  and  that  was  that  the  chub 
or  jack,  whichever  it  might  be,  would  never  be 
hanged  on  his  hne.  As  I  reckoned  this  was  rather 
smart,  I  walked  away.  He  stopped  fishing,  and 
didn't  catch  the  jack.  Next  morning  I  goes  down 
to  the  spot,  hooks  on  a  minnow,  and  caught  the 
loveliest  chub  I  ever  gazed  on.  I  shall  never  catch 
another  like  it  if  I  live  to  be  a  hundred.  He  went 
between  61b.  and  71b.,  a  regular  beauty.  I  sometimes 
wish  now  I  had  had  him  stuffed.  I  did  then,  you 
know — with  sage  and  onions.  What  did  you  say — 
have  I  seen  fish  in  the  pool  ?  I  have  seen  barbel 
up  to  14lb.  or  15lb.  apiece  disporting  on  the  top  by 
the  fall  there  just  like  kiddies  a-rolhng  about  in  the 
sand  at  the  seaside." 

"  And  won't  they  bite  then  ?  "  I  exclaimed. 

"  Bite — no  ;  the  only  time  you  can  catch  big 
barbel  in  the  weir  pool  is  at  night-time,  ledgering 
with  a  lobworm,  and  they  won't  allow  you  to  fish 
at  night  now,  as  I  told  you  before,  so  there  the 
barbel  stay.    See  ?  " 

"  What  do  you  think  of  Sonning  for  fishing  ?  " 
was  my  next  query. 

"  Sonning  is  the  same  as  anywhere  else.  As  I 
said  before,  fish  have  their  haunts,  and  unless  you 
know  the  river  you  can't  expect  to  get  big  bags.  I 
will  say  this,  that  the  other  side  of  the  weir  at 
Sonning — you  know,  the  tail-end  of  the  lock — is  a 
good  place  for  jack  ;  there  have  been  some  fine 
specimen  fish  caught  there." 

"  So  by  your  first  remark  you  mean  to  imply 
that  it  is  only  those  who  fish  constantly  and  devote 
their  study  to  it  who  catch  the  fish." 

"  Just  so  ;  though  of  course  you  might  drop  on  a 
likely  spot  when  you  go  occasionally,  but  it  is  very 
seldom.  If  you  want  fish  you  must  know  the  river 
— that  is,  know  where  they  are.  You  don't  suppose 
the  fish  go  roaming  about  the  river  night  and  day, 
do  you  ?  " 

"  Well,"  I  returned,.  "  I  have  never  paid  enough 
attention  to  the  details  of  a  fish's  life  ;  I  prefer  to 
become  better  and  more  intimately  acquainted  with 
him  when  he  is  dead." 

"  Exactly  ;  I  can  quite  understand  that.  Do 
you  know  that  there  are  any  amount  of  trout  now 
in  the  Thames,  although  they  appear  to  be  so 
scarce.  If  you  can  drop  on  them  and  find  them 
feeding  with  a  spinner  or  a  good  live  bleak,  they  are 
the  easiest  fish  to  catch  of  the  whole  tribe.  The 
last  trout  I  caught  was  on  a  Good  Friday.  Talking 
about  singular  catches,  I  once  caught  four  I'oach 
with  minnows — pecuUar,  wasn't  it  ?  You  know 
they  don't  take  live  bait  as  a  rule." 

"  I'll  trouble  you  with  one  more  question,  and 
then  you  shall  go,"  I  said. 

"  Well,  what's  that  ?  "  "  Your  opinion  on  the 
effect  of  the  floods  on  the  fish,"  I  repUed. 

"  Well,  all  that  I  can  say  is  that  there  will  be  a 
lot  of  fish  caught  after  they  have  gone  down  ;  you 
see  they  have  to  leave  their  haunts,  or  else  get 
washed  away  by  the  rush  of  the  stream  into  different 
latitudes,  and  then  there  is  a  UkeUhood  of  their 
never  finding  them  again.  So  they  get  scattered, 
and  you  are  more  likely,  if  an  occasional  fisher,  to 
find  them  in  different  spots,  especially  as  they  will 
be  pretty  ravenous  by  then.    Good  night !  " 

E.  W.  Dormer. 


"A  MATTEE  OF  CHOICE." 


The  query  propounded  bj^  a  member  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  to  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette — 
to  which  Mr.  Marston  refers  in  his  editorial  notes  in 
the  issue  of  Oct.  24 — as  to  what  fly  he  would  select 
for  trout  and  grayling  if  confined  to  one  all  the 
season  through,  is  calculated  to  invoke,  consequent 
on  its  originahty,  some  interesting  views  from 
exponents  of  the  fine  art,  which  will  be  received  with 
hearty  relish  by  enthusiasts  of  fly-fishing.  Opinions 
will  naturally  be  diversified,  because  many  of  our 
standard  dressings  whose  success  on  some  streams 
is  indisputable  have  proved  utter  failures  on 
others  ;  and  therefore  I  am  incUned  to  foreshadow 
this  question  as  a  very  intricate  problem  impossible 
of  solution,  in  that  each  of  one's  fancies  has  a  virtue 
peculiarly  its  own; 


The  correspondence  will  be  split  into  two  sections 
— for  the  discursive  remarks  of  tlie  dry-flj'  angler 
will  have  no  argument  with  those  of  the  wet-fly 
fisher,  and  vice  verm.  Moreover,  the  subject  will 
not  be  devoid  of  confusion  unless  the  dressings  of 
the  respective  fancies  are  accurately  given,  since 
many  of  our  well-known  imitations  to  which  fancy 
names  are  attached  are  hopelessly  indistinct  to  a 
large  number  of  anglers,  until  their  composition  is 
explained.  Then  in  them  they  will  recognise  a 
familiar  fly  that  enjoys  a  local  legend.  I,  for 
instance,  at  this  moment  could  not  describe  a 
Wickham,  althougli  I  have  often  heard  it  spoken  of. 
It  is  my  firm  conviction  we  have  far  too  many  flies 
for  practical  use. 

Fishing-tackle  manufacturers  in  order  to  make 
their  premises  attractive — and  I  do  not  in  the 
sUghtest  degree  deprecate  their  action,  or  want  to 
seem  captious — make  a  bewildering  display  of  dress- 
ings unlike  anything  in  Nature,  the  sight  of  which, 
if  presented  to  a  sober-minded  trout,  would  sufiice 
to  send  him  incontinently  into  the  next  county.  A 
fine  exhibit  undoubtedly  enhances  the  value  of  a 
place,  and  is  good  to  look  upon — but,  oh,  how  few 
of  those  richly-dressed  flies  tastefully  arranged  in 
the  window,  on  which  is  lavished  a  wealth  of 
colours,  are  serviceable  even  in  the  hands  of  an 
expert !  They  seem  incongruous  beside  the  natural 
insects  to  which  they  are  foolishly  likened.  It  is 
only  the  tyro  or  he  who  courts  novelty  and  likes  an 
assortment  of  colours  to  brighten  the  pages  of  his 
fly-book  that  invests  in  these  absurdities — not  the 
practical  angler,  who  will  select  imitations  of  a  less 
pronounced  tone  bearing  some  resemblance  to  the 
aquatic  insects  for  which  fish  have  a  penchant. 

At  times,  however,  there  is  no  accounting  for  the 
epicurean  tastes  of  trout  and  grayUng,  especially  the 
latter.  You  may  frequently  offer  a  grayling  perfect 
representations  of  natural  insects  then  in  evidence 
on  the  water,  only  to  discover  that  he  studiously 
ignores  them  in  preference  for  a  Red  Tag.  totally 
unlike  anything  in  life,  to  which  you  had  previously 
attached  so  Uttle  importance  that  you  had  relegated 
it  to  the  least  responsible  position  on  your  cast. 
Yes,  I  repeat  we  have  too  many  flies  in  use  to-dav. 
Rather  should  our  affection  rest  with  a  tried  arid 
trusted  few  imitations  than  be  careering  hither  and 
thither  amongst  the  unresponsive  many,  excellently 
finished  though  they  be.  I  myself  am  a  wet-fly 
fisher,  and  seldom  use  more  than  seven  varieties 
throughout  the  seasons,  and  if  restricted  to  the  use 
of  one  fly  for  trout  and  grayling  all  the  year  round 
should  unhesitatingly  vote  for  the  March  Brown, 
conditionally  that  I  might  vary  its  size  in  due 
regard  to  the  seasons. 

In  my  early  days  I  was  an  apt  pupil  of  a  well- 
known  Yorkshire  fly-fisher  who  restiicted  himself  to 
five  imitations,  one  of  wliich  was  the  Oli  ve  Dun,  as 
favoured  by  the  Editor,  and  who  dressed  the  March 
Brown  thus  : — Wings  and  tail :  From  the  quiU 
feather  of  a  hen  pheasant.  Body :  Orange  silk 
ribbed  at  the  shoulder  with  fur  from  a  hare's  ear. 
To  this  pattern  I  have  always  adhered,  but  so  seldom 
is  it  on  sale  (they  are  mostly  wrapped  with  yellow 
silk)  that  I  am  compelled  to  dress  my  own  copies,  a 
task  which  I  invariably  leave  until  the  last  moment 
of  setting  out  on  an  angUng  jaunt,  and  against 
which  I  rebel — since  it  is  much  cheaper  in  the  long 
run  to  purchase  one's  flies — anathematising  fly- 
dressers  the  while,  because  I  cannot  get  them  to 
lean  to  my  way  of  thinking.  It  is  a  capital  killer  in 
all  kinds  of  weather,  has  proved  effective  fished  dry 
on  the  far-famed  Driffield  Beck,  also  on  lakes,  and  I 
am  seldom  without  it  as  a  tail  fly  on  my  cast.  What 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  and  "Val  Conson"  have  to  say  in 
response  to  the  Editor's  invitation  should  be  plea- 
sant reading,  and  their  views,  if  they  will  obKge,  on 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  March  Brown  I  await 
with  complacency.  Brown  Owl. 

["Brown  Owl"-  will  have  seen  that  Mr.j  Tod 
replied  on  Oct.  31.— Ed.] 


Purification  of  the  Cam  near  Cambridge. — 
We  are  glad  to  see  from  the  Cambridge  Express  that 
the  members  of  the  Jolly  Anglers'  Society  recenth' 
gave  Mr.  John  0.  George  a  testimonial  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  services  he  rendered  the  society  in 
dealing  with  the  pollution  of  the  Cam  and  the 
establishment  of  sewage  beds  on  the  bacteriological 
system.  The  members  have  also  been  good  enough 
to  thank  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  inserting  reports  on 
the  subject.  All  anglers  in  the  Cam  also  owe  thanks 
to  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitehead  for  the  assistance  he  has 
given  in  the  imovement  for  purifying  the  classic  Cam. 


FISHING  WITH  MINNOW  FOK 
TROUT. 

(From  "  Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams,'-  *) 
By  H,  0,  CUTCLIFFE,  RR..C,Sy 


{Concluded  from  page  285.) 

CHAPTER    IX.— continued. 

The  minnow  which  I  prefer  for  the  North 
Devon  streams  is  made  of  horn,  and  is  partially 
translucent.  I  get  it  from  Mr.  Farlow,  or  Mr.  Holy- 
royd,  of  Gracechurch-street.  It  has  a  triplet  at 
the  tail,  another  at  the  head,  and  a  third  in  the 
middle,  and  though  I  sometimes  apjend  more 
hooks,  I  find  generally  that  the  spinning  of  the 
minnow  is  impaired  by  the  addition  of  any  hooks 
to  those  it  originally  has  when  it  comes  from  the 
maker's  hands. 

As  a  general  rule,  I  think  that  these  kill-devils, 
or  artificial  minnows,  are  not  sufficiently  heavily 
armed  as  to  hooks.  In  some  I  find  a  want  of 
proper  arming  at  the  head,  in  others  at  the  tail, 
and  too  frequently  the  spinning  of  the  bait  has 
been  more  attended  to  than  the  surety  of  hooking 
the  fish  that  may  run  at  it.  Again,  in  some  of 
these  baits  the  hooks  are  tied  down  and  firmly 
fixed  so  close  to  the  minnow  itself  that  though 
they  may  prick  a  trout  running  at  it,  they  yet  wiU 
not  readily  enter  so  deeply  as  to  gain  a  sure  hold 
in  the  fish.  I  Uke  to  ha\e  a  triplet  at  the  head 
of  the  bait,  as  I  have  seen  that  trout  very  fre- 
quently dash  at  this  part  of  their  prey,  and  if 
the  bait  will  spin  well  with  it  I  put  on  a  triplet 
tied  to  a  piece  of  fine  gut,  long  enough  to  let  it 
extend  from  two  to  three  inches  beyond  the  tail 
triplet.  This  is  of  no  service  when  the  trout  are 
taking  well,  but  when  they  are  running  often  and 
stopping  just  short  of  the  bait  I  think  it  occasion- 
ally pays  out  some  of  these  fish  for  want  of  proper 
resolution. 

As  these  artificial  baits  can  be  procured  at  a 
low  rate  from  either  of  the  fishing  tackle  makers 
I  have  mentioned,  I  need  not  detain  the  reader 
longer  in  considering  them. 

As  regards  the  best  tackle  for  the  natural  minnow, 
perhaps  none  exceeds  the  following  : — First,  a  single 
lip  hook,  having  attached  to  it  by  means  of  a  shoit 
piece  of  knitting  silk  a  smaU  piece  of  lead  about 
an  inch  and  a  quarter  long,  tapered  to  an  obtuse 
point  at  one  end,  the  other  rounded  off'  and  of  the 
size  of  a  crow's  quill.  This  hp  hook  should  be 
tied  on  a  piece  of  gut  separate  from  the  trace,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  form  a  very  small  loop  at 
either  end  of  the  splicing  of  the  silk  on  the  hook  ; 
through  these  loops  the  trace  is  passed,  so  that 
the  hp  hook  is  movable  up  or  down  the  trace. 
Next  follow  in  nearly  equal  distances  attached  to 
the  trace  itself  three  triplets,  and  from  the  last  of 
them,  at  a  distance  of  two  or  three  inche.'-,  may 
be  appended  a  fourth  triplet. 

The  minnow  is  thus  put  on  : — Fii-st,  open  its 
mouth  and  thrust  down  its  gullet  the  lead,  and 
then  hook  the  lip  hook  through  the  upper  and 
lower  jaw  to  keep  them  both  closed.  Now  hitch 
one  of  the  hooks  of  the  upper  triplet  by  the  side 
of  the  cheek  ;  next  bend  the  minnow  shghtly,  so 
as  to  make  its  tail  curved,  and  when  in  this  posi- 
tion hitch  one  of  the  hooks  of  the  third  triplet 
immediately  above  the  tail ;  and  lastly,  stick  in 
the  second  triplet  about  the  middle  of  the  fish, 
from  the  tail  of  which  the  end  hooks  -niU  be 
freely  pendent  at  a  distance  of  two  or  three  inches. 
This  drawing  up  of  the  tail  of  the  minnow  by 
the  third  triplet  makes  it  spin.  It  should  not  be 
very  much  curved :  a  very  httle  turn  wiU  sufi&ce. 

I  hke  a  swivel  pretty  close  to  the  minnow,  and 
a  second  at  the  distance  of  one  or  two  links  of 
gut  from  the  first.  The  entire  collar  need  not 
exceed  four  or  six  hnks  of  gut  in  length.  The 
end  triplet  is  useful  to  pick  up  stragglers  ;  and 
many  fish  that  have  not  pluck  enough  to  go  at 
the  minnow  heartily,  but  keep  foUowing  after  it, 
will  be  caught,  which,  without  it,  would  escape 
altogether. 

The  tackle  sold  by  Mr.  Farlow,  which  has  the 
spinning  part  of  the  artificial  minnow,  with  a  lead 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  e 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  PubUahed  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free. 
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spill  for  insertion  into  the  minnow  itself,  is  another 
excellent  arrangement  for  spinning  the  natural  bait. 

The  minnow  is  decidedly  a  very  killing  bait, 
and,  as  a  rule,  it  will  beat  any  other  bait  I  am 
acquainted  with  in  point  of  size  of  trout.  It 
is,  too,  a  pretty  general  bait — from  the  biggest 
and  broadest  stream  to  the  smallest  brook  the 
minnow  is  destructive.  The  season  of  the  year 
extends  from  about  the  middle  of  April  to  the  end 
of  the  season.  I  think  very  early  in  the  year  the 
minnow  is  not  of  much  use,  the  fish  at  this  time 
being  too  sickly  and  feeble  to  be  out  in  the  feeding 
spots,  take  their  food  in  too  quiet  a  manner  for 
the  minnow,  but  a  well-conditioned  trout  can 
seldom  resist  the  tempting  presence  of  a  spinning 
minnow.  Trout  take  the  minnow  well  of  a  morn- 
ing, and  often  continue  to  do  so  aU  day,  even  to 
late  of  an  evening  ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  a  bait 
we  can  depend  on  to  kill  well,  or  better  than 
others  throughout  a  day — indeed,  it  is  a  very  pre- 
carious and  uncertain  bait.  If  the  trout  are  taking 
it  well — that  is  to  say,  if  the  trout  are  taking  it 
in  the  small  feeding  spots,  and  taking  it  with  a 
hearty  and  determined  will,  resolutely  making 
their  dash  and  catching  hold  of  it  lustily — if  these 
trout  are  of  large  size  and  good  number,  then 
persevere.  There  is  no  bait  at  all  equal  to  it  for 
large  fish  when  it  is  killing  well  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, you  find  that  you  have  spun  through  some 
really  good  though  small  feeding  spots,  and  from 
these  have  made  no  trout  run,  you  had  better 
change  immediately ;  delay  in  such  a  case  is  loss 
of  trout.  If,  again,  you  make  some  trout  run  from 
the  best  places,  but  these  neither  many  nor  of 
good  size,  or  if  they  come  on  in  a  half  resolute 
manner,  and  get  hitched  only  by  the  stern  triplet, 
change.  Such  half-and-half  work  will  not  do ; 
they  must  come  with  a  will  or  not  at  all.  Under 
either  of  these  circumstances  if  you  persevere  with 
the  minnow  you  will  take  but  very  few  trout,  these 
of  no  considerable  size,  and  you  will  assuredly  spoil 
much  good  water,  from  which  by  other  means  you 
would  derive  good  sport. 

The  particular  period  of  the  day  when  I  have 
found  the  minnow  beat  any  other  bait  you  can 
use  is  in  the  afternoon.  I  by  no  means  say  that 
the  afternoon  is  the  period  of  the  day  when  of  all 
others  the  trout  take  the  minnow  best,  but  when 
of  all  baits  he  very  often  prefers  the  minnow,  and 
it  is  a  period  of  the  day  when  of  all  others  it  is 
inost  difficult  to  kill  good-sized  trout ;  so  the 
minnow  comes  in  most  advantageously,  and 
often  have  I,  after  giving  up  all  other  baits  as 
almost  useless,  or  only  capable  of  kilUng  Httle 
fish,  put  on  a  minnow,  and  immediately  began  to 
kill  large  trout,  which  I  can  tell  you  make  a  good 
topper  to  your  second  basket,  for  your  first  ought 
to  have  been  fuU  hours  before.  You  will  some- 
times be  out  when  for  the  whole  day  the  minnow 
is  the  best  kilUng  bait,  but  those  days  are  rare. 
They  are  mostly  met  with  when  the  rivers  have  a 
fair  body  of  water  in  them  and  are  rich  in  colour. 
More  often  you  find  that  for  some  time  the  trout 
take  the  minnow  greedily,  and  gradually  they 
get  sickly  over  it,  when  you  have  to  change,  and 
sometimes  there  is  scarce  a  part  of  the  day  in  which 
the  minnow  will  not  be  beaten  by  some  other  bait. 

In  spinning  the  minnow  the  particular  points  to 
acquire  are,  first,  to  be  certain  of  your  pitch,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  put  your  minnow  at  any  time 
exactly  where  you  wish,  and,  secondly,  to  make 
him  spin  as  he  goes  into  the  water ;  he  must 
begin  this  the  instant  his  shoulders  are  wet,  and 
having  begun,  he  must  continue  to  spin,  straight 
and  rapidly.  To  effect  the  first,  practice  alone 
can  avail ;  as  to  the  latter,  as  a  general  rule  one 
should  strive  to  spin  directly,  obHquely,  or  in  a 
curve  down  stream,  and  mainly  because  of  the 
advantages  of  the  position  you  yourself  occupy  as 
regards  concealment ;  and  avoid  spinning  up 
stream  for  the  opposite  reason,  as  also  that  it  is 
too  unnatural  a  movement  and  is  apt  to  scare  the 
trout.  By  spinning  directly  across  the  stream 
you  often  get  a  fine  fish  ;  you  just  pitch  out  the 
minnow  with  precision  and  pull  straight  towards 
you,  and  perhaps  before  the  minnow  has  spun 
one  foot  you  have  your  trout.  I  Uke  this  cast, 
and  kill  usually  a  large  number  of  fish  by  it.  In 
spinning  down  stream,  when  your  minnow  has  gone 
as  far  as  you  are  able  or  willing  to  spin  him.  reverse 
very  rapidly  the  direction  of  the  movement  of 
your  rod  ;  your  minnow  in  course  suddenly  turns 
round  and  runs  up  stream  as  hard  as  he  can  go. 
Now,  it  often  happens  just  at  the  moment  when 
you  reverse  your  rod's  direction  and  make  the 


minnow  dart  up  stream,  that  a  trout  has  been 
watching  the  minnow,  but  has  not  had  resolution 
enough  to  run  at  him.  The  sudden  dart  the  min- 
now has  finally  made  has  settled  the  question,  and, 
fearful  that  he  will  lose  his  prey,  he  makes  a  dart 
and  gets  the  hooks  into  him. 

In  spinning  the  minnow  always  keep  the  line 
in  the  left  hand,  and  should  you  at  any  time  see 
a  trout  swimming  on  behind  the  bait  as  though 
he  could  not  quite  make  up  his  mind  to  go  in  at 
it  boldly,  just  give  a  good  jei'k  on  the  Une  so  that 
the  minnow  will  dart  suddenly  and  with  increased 
velocity,  and  you  will  find  that  the  trout  will  rush 
into  him  greedily.  Again,  if  in  spinning  your  red  is 
brought  to  by  a  tree  or  bush  so  that  you  can  r.o 
further  move  it  in  the  direction  requisite  to  con- 
tinue the  spinning  as  before  of  the  minnow,  you 
may  yet  make  him  continue  to  spin  correctly  by 
pulling  on  the  line  with  the  left  hand.  Always 
keep  this  left  hand  on  the  alert,  and  be  ready  to 
use  it  promptly.  You  will  pick  up  a  lot  of  trout 
by  the  dexterous  working  of  the  minnow,  even 
when  your  rod  cannot  be  moved.  If  you  see  a  fish 
following  your  minnow,  you  must  work  him  alcr.g 
briskly  in  whatever  way  you  can  most  advan- 
tageously do  so,  just  as  if  he  were  trying  to  run 
away  from  the  trout ;  but  on  no  account  let  him 
stop  still  in  the  water,  for  the  moment  he  stops  and 
ceases  to  spin  the  hesitating  trout  will  determine 
on  not  taking  him,  and  will  swim  away  from  him. 

The  fisherman  will  readily  hit  on  all  these  and 
many  other  plans  of  manoeuvring  his  minnow, 
which  will  follow  to  him  as  a  matter  of  course 
from  the  consideration  of  the  simple  principles  on 
which  he  is  working.  If  I  might  mention  what 
has  appeared  to  me  the  most  common  error  of 
fishermen  as  regards  the  spinning  minnow,  it  is 
in  supposing  that  the  large  and  grand  pools  are 
the  particular  spots  of  all  others  best  adapted  to 
the  minnow — hence  they  go  on  from  one  pool  to 
another,  fishing  these  and  httle  or  nothing  else. 
It  is  true,  I  grant,  in  these  large  pools  you  may 
often  take  a  good  fish  or  two  ;  your  doing  so,  how- 
ever, is  a  matter  of  very  great  uncertainty,  whereas 
I  am  certain,  as  regards  rapid  streams,  that  those 
grand  pools  are  not  the  most  sport-giving  places 
for  the  minnow  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  best  fish 
and  the  greatest  number  of  them  are  to  be  caught 
by  looking  out  closely  for  them  in  every  little 
hole  or  hover,  every  Httle  sly,  lurking,  and  feeding 
spot.  The  trout  are  not  only  lying  in  these  choice 
places,  but  are  eager  for  food,  and  will  be  assuredly 
taken  by  the  minnow.  To  depend  on  these  spots 
for  sport  is  almost  to  ensure  it ;  to  confide  in  the 
deeper  and  larger  pools,  often  few  and  far  between, 
is  to  rest  our  trust  on  an  apparently  grander  support 
of  which  early  disappointment  will  prove  its  un- 
worthiness. 


ON  MAEKING  SALMON. 


necessary  before  attempting  to  insert  the  points 
of  the  mark.  I  now  use  two  awls  set  the  proper 
distance  apart  in  a  wooden  handle.  The  original 
appearance  of  the  mark  will  be  seen  on  page  72 
of  the  enclosed  report.  The  marks  are  made  by 
Messrs.  Sutherland  &  Horn,  Silversmiths,  10,  South 
St.  Andrew-street,  Edinburgh. — Yours  truly, 

"  W,  L.  Caldbkwood.". 

From  the  report : — ■ 

"  The  systematic  marking  of  salmon  in  Scotland 
dealt  with  in  the  present  paper  was  commenced  in 
1896  by  my  predecessor  Mr.  Archer,  and  conducted 
by  him  for  two  years.  On  taking  over  the  work  in 
1898  I  made  no  change  either  in  the  mark  or  in  the 
particulars  required  at  the  times  of  marking  and 
recapture.  The  mark  originally  used  by  Mr.  Archer 
in  the  Sands  River,  Norway,  was  figured  and 
described  in  the  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  Part  II.,  p.  61.  The 
mark  used  in  Scotland,  and  now  also  in  Ireland,  is 
only  a  shght  modification  of  the  Sands  River  mark. 
It  is  of  silver,  and  is  composed  of  two  pieces  soldered 
together  ;  a  small  plate,  upon  which  is  stamped  a 
distinguishing  number,  with  a  letter  ;  and  a  wire 
which  is,  at  its  middle,  fastened  to  the  unstamped 
side  of  the  plate,  the  ends  being  bent  round  so  as  to 
project  at  right  angles  to  the  plate.  The  following 
figures  represent  the  mark,  actual  size  :  — 


"  To  affix  the  mark,  holes  are  pierced  through  the 
fleshy  base  of  the  dorsal  fin  (the  large  fin  of  the 
back)  ;  the  wires  are  thrust  through,  crossed,  and 
twisted  up  on  the  other  side.  The  projecting  end 
formed  by  the  two  twisted  wires  is  then  laid  in  to 
the  base  of  the  fin  in  the  direction  of  the  tail  of  the 
fish." 

In  sending  the  particulars  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  I 
suggested  that  it  would  be  an  additional  security  if 
the  wire  was  passed  through  two  holes,  one  at  each 
end  of  the  mark  (see  A),  before  the  wire  was 
soldered  to  it ;  there  would  then  be  no  fear 
of  the  mark  breaking  away  from  the  wire. 
Messrs.  Hardy  make  a  further  suggestion,  and 
that  is,  putting  another  plate,  with  two  holes 
in  it  Hke  the  first,  on  to  the  wire  after  passing 
the  points  through  the  fin,  and  before  twisting 
the  ends  together,  to  prevent  laceration  of  the 
fin.  But  I  am  not  sure  that  this  is  necessary, 
or  that  the  fin  gets  lacerated  in  twisting 
the  wire  together  to  secure  it. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


[In  answer  to  several  inquiries,  I  give  again  the 
illustrated  particulars  which  Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood, 
the  Scotch  fisheries  inspector,  kindly  sent  last 
January. — R.  B.  M.] 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  asked  me 
recently  if  I  could  tell  them  where  to  get  the  best 
kind  of  tab  or  label  for  marking  fish.  Knowing 
that  Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  the  Scotch  fisheries 
inspector,  has  had  great  experience  in  this  matter, 
I  wrot«  him,  and  he  very  kindly  sent  me  the  fol- 


Sketch  showing  the  Tag  or  Maek  fixed  to  the  Dorsal  Pin, 


lowing  letter  with  an  extract  from  the  Twentieth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland 
and  one  of  the  silver  tabs  or  marks,  and  a  sketch 
showing  how  the  mark  is  fixed  to  the  back  fin. 

"  Jan.  7,  1903. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Maestok,— I  have  inserted  a  mark 
in  the  enclosed"^  piece  of  paper  which  will  show 
how  the  operation  is  performed.    In  salmon,  and 
especially  in  male  kelts,  a  strong  piercer  is  absolutely 


LIVE  VEBSUS  BAITS  PEESEKVED 
IN  FOEMALIN. 

During  the  past  brown  trout  season  we — that 
is,  self  and  two  friends — made  some  careful  experi- 
ments on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Deveron  with  the  object 
of  determining,  if  possible,  the  relative  value  of  live 
versus  preserved  baits — minnow — in  searching  for 
brown  trout  or  other  game  that  might  come  to  the 
lure,  but  trout  for  preference.  Three 
of  us  were  engaged  in  making  the 
observations  on  each  of  the  three 
rivers  mentioned.  In  addition, 
several  anglers  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  were  also  enlisted,  and  one 
in  particular  —  Mr.  Finch,  Well- 
house,  Alford,  Donside,  who  has 
been  working  out  the  problem  for 
several  seasons  on  end — has  added 
his  testimony,  which  agrees  in 
almost  every  detail  with  our  own, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  prove 
the  efficacy  of  the  two  baits,  five  or  preserved, 
irrespective  of  the  loss  of  trout  or  other  immediate 
considerations.  To  give  each  bait  the  same  equal 
chance  was  the  inflexible  rule  laid  down. 

Our  experiments  were  chiefly  made  during  July 
and  August,  and  two  better  months  could  hardly 
have  been  selected,  so  favourable  were  the  con- 
ditions for  minnowing  with  regard  to  semi-floods 
and  droughts. 
The  condition  constantly  impressed  and  carried 
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out  was  that  when  fish  wer»  taking  the  live  bait 
freely  to  offer  them  by  way  of  change  the  preserved 
substitute.  We  expected  to  find  a  falling  off,  but 
such  was  not  the  case,  and  in  order  to  test  it  to  the 
very  extreme,  as  soon  as  we  killed  a  fish  with  the 
one  bait  we  exchanged  it  for  the  other,  and  without 
exception  found  the  pi'eserved  minnow  equally  as 
good  as  the  live  one.  When  trout  were  off  the  feed 
they  would  neither  take  the  one  nor  the  other,  but 
when  on  the  feed  it  was  a  matter  of  pure  indifference, 
and  were  as  readily  induced  to  bite  at  the  formalin 
"  mummy  "  as  at  the  Uve  minnow  itself. 

A  plentiful  supply  of  live  bait  was  kept  at  the 
riverside,  and  we  were  very  fortunate  on  the 
several  occasions  -yve  deemed  the  water  suitable  to 
have  a  spin.  It  was  not  a  matter  of  forcing  the 
pace  in  favour  of  either  baits,  but  of  deliberately 
timing  the  operations  and  giving  each  the  self-same 
chances  that  the  other  got.  If  ten  minutes  passed 
without  an  offer,  then  the  baits  were  changed.  The 
same  water  was  also  traversed  with  the  one  after 
the  other  had  failed,  but  the  result  was  always  the 
same — that  the  one  bait  answered  equally  as  well 
as  the  other,  as  far  as  this  was  concerned.  A  note 
was  taken  with  regard  to  the  size  of  the  trout,  but 
here  also  formaUn  baits  answered  equallj'^  as  well 
as  any  other.  This  with  regard  to  b^o^vn  trout 
alone.  Our  experiments  with  Salmo  and  Salmo 
Irutta  were  much  more  Umited,  but  they  left  us  with 
a  similar  impression  that  it  was  a  matter  of  moon- 
shine whether  the  baits  were  preserved  or  not.  In 
fact  the  natural  sand-'eel  cannot  be  used  but  in 
formalin,  as  fresh  supplies  are  not  always  to  be 
had,  and  they  do  not  keep.  As  a  rule  well  preserved 
baits  are  tougher  and  more  lasting  than  live  baits, 
aid  as  they  can  be  so  easily  carried  about,  and 
transported  from  place  to  place  in  the  fishing  creel, 
it  is  most  encouraging  to  be  able  to  give  this  testi- 
mony, not  from  one  isolated  experiment  of  success 
or  failure,  but  from  the  organised  united  trials  and 
observations  of  three  of  us  working  in  unison,  and 
yet  independent  and  separate  from  each  other.  I 
confess  I  was  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  live  bait, 
and  where  it  can  be  conveniently  obtained,  where 
expense  and  trouble  are  of  no  moment,  then  by  all 
means  let  them  be  used,  for  coeteris  paribus  it  is  to 
be  preferred. 

I  have  heard  it  often  remarked  that  a  fish  biting 
a  formalin  bait,  but  not  hooking,  will  not  return 
to  the  charge  again,  whereas  if  the  bait  were  a  fresh 
one,  it  would  all  the  more  readily  do  so.  I  have 
not  much  faith  in  second  or  third  offers  at  the  best. 
They  mostly  come  from  other  fish  in  the  same  pool 
which  cultivates  the  beUef  that  it  is  the  same  fish. 
However,  on  a  small  stream  I  spotted  a  big  trout. 
That  he  was  a  solitary  giant  among  pigmies  was 
certain.  Fly  and  worm  were  offered,  but  he  would 
not  respond.  A  slight  rise  in  the  water  took  place. 
Rigging  up  a  goodly-sized  preserved  (formalin) 
minnow,  he  came  at  it  with  a  bang,  sprang  into  the 
air  again  and  again,  and  ultimately  shook  himself 
clear.  I  took  a  smoke  and  came  over  the  water 
again,  and  within  thirty  minutes  of  losing  him  the 
first  time,  and  with  the  self-same  minnow,  I  had 
that  fellow  on  the  bank  and  knocked  on  the  head. 
It  weighed  over  31b.,  and  was  the  heaviest  brown 
trout  for  the  season.  On  the  Cruives  water  of  the 
Don,  Mr.  Gill,  Aberdeen,  had  a  similar  experience 
with  an  18lb.  salmon  which  he  hooked  three  times 
in  succession  with  preserved  (formaUn)  gudgeon. 
Of  course,  "  one  swallow  never  makes  a  summer," 
but  these  experiences  could  easily  be  added  to  were 
it  necessary.  FormaUn  baits  are  so  handy  and 
convenient  in  every  way  that  anything  in  their 
favour  must  be  acceptable  to  the  majority  of 
anglers.  G.  M. 


A  WAEKING  TO  GAS  COMPANIES 
WHO  POISON  EIVEES. 


DcEiNG  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  Mr. 
Francis  Ley,  Epperstone  Manor,  Notts,  the  lessee 
of  the  celebrated  Black  Castle  Fishery,  on  the 
Boyne,  co.  Meath,  Ireland,  discovered  that  the 
Navan  Gas  Company  were  permitting  tbeir  gas  tar, 
ammonia  water,  and  other  gas  residuals  to  flow  into 
the  Boyne  immediately  above  the  Black  Castle 
demesne,  doing  considerable  damage  to  the  fishery. 
He,  in  conjunction  with  the  owner,  Mr.  R.  R.  Fitz- 
Herbert,  immediately  took  proceedings  in  the  Irish 
Court  of  Chancery.  An  mterim  injunction  was 
granted  restraining  the  gas  company  from  polluting 
the  river.  The  gas  company  then  agreed  to  carry 
out  certain  extensive  works  on  their  premises 
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according  to  the  requirements  of  Mr.  Bell,  C.E., 
the  plaintiffs'  engineer,  and  which  he  considered 
necessary  for  preventing  the  pollution  in  the  future. 

These  works  have  been  executed  during  the  Long 
Vacation  at  the  expense  of  the  gas  company,  who 
in  addition  have  to  pay  £50  damages  and  the 
taxed  costs  of  the  action.  This  result  is  exceed- 
ingly satisfactory,  and  the  plaintiffs  are  to  be 
congratulated  for  having  had  the  courage  to  tackle 
the  gas  company,  and  thus  prevent  not  only  great 
damage  to  the  rod  fishing  but  also  to  the  netsmen, 
as  owing  to  the  pollution  the  salmon  were  not  enter- 
ing the  river.  The  result  of  the  interim  injunction 
was  a  great  and  immediate  increase  in  the  stock  of 
fish  in  the  liver,  the  May  fishing,  notwithstanding  the 
very  low  water,  being  the  best  for  several  years. 
We  hope  this  case  will  be  a  warning  to  other  gas 
companies  and  to  those  who  manufacture  noxious 
substances  and  fluids,  and  also  strengthen  the  hands 
of  Conservancy  Boards  and  fishery  proprietors  who 
desire  to  prevent  the  decadence  of  our  rivers.  In 
this  particular  case  the  Conservancy  Board  were 
unable  to  do  more  than  take  proceedings  at  Petty 
Sessions,  the  maximum  penalty  being  £10  and 
costs,  whereas  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Chancery 
proceedings  have  resulted  in  what  is  a  really  heavy 
and  deterrent  penalty.  Few  things  are  more 
destructive  to  fish  life  than  refuse  from  gas  works. 
Anglers  should  report  all  cases  of  the  kind  coming 
under  their  notice  to  the  angling  Press. 


KOACH  FISHING  IN  WINTEE. 
By  "  Baz.  " 


So  much  has  been  written  with  regard  to  the 
capture  of  the  wily  roach,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
that  further  remarks  upon  the  subject  seem  almost 
superfluous.  In  reaching,  however,  hke  every  other 
branch  of  the  sport,  one  has  never  done  learning  ; 
in  fact,  each  excursion  to  the  river  means  the 
gleaning  of  fresh  information,  and  each  new  con- 
dition under  which  a  big  basket  is  made  teaches 
some  new  fact  which  modifies  previously  acquired 
knowledge. 

Big  roach  prefer  deep  swims  iri  which  they  can 
feel  the  influence  of  the  stream — not,  perhaps,  the 
full  force  of  it,  but  just  sufficient  to  let  them  know 
that  the  main  river  has  not  shifted  its  course.  For 
tMs  reason  the  edge,  and  hot  the  middle,  of  a 
"  slack  "  should  be  fished.  It  is  not  always  wise 
to  swim  a  float  down  a  place  of  this  kind,  for  you 
will  generally  either  get  so  far  out  that  the  current 
carries  the  bait  off  down  stream,  or  jvist  a  little  too 
close  to  the  bank  to  find  that  the  eddy  has  taken 
your  Une  round  and  round  into  the  still  water  too 
near  the  side.  A  good  plan  is  to  push  the  float  a 
full  foot  higher  than  where  the  plummet  says  is  the 
correct  bottom  depth.  Cast  out,  down,  and  across 
the  stream,  allow  the  float  to  come  into  the  desired 
position,  and  then  keep  a  tight  line.  A  mechanical 
difficulty  when  fishing  in  this  manner,  especially 
with  a  long  rod,  is  to  prevent  the  float  from  quiver- 
ing. The  inconvenience  may  be  avoided  by  resting 
the  rod  on  a  stick  cut  for  the  purpose,  whilst  the 
butt  is  held  in  the  hand.  The  least  suspicion  of  a 
bite  may  then  be  immediately  detected.  This  plan 
will  be  found  useful,  too,  when  fisliing  in  front  of  a 
bush  (never,  by  the  way,  fisli  at  the  back  of  it), 
when,  as  is  often  the  case,  it  is  desirable  to  search 
the  water  well  under  its  branches. 

Once  prevail  upon  a  shoal  of  roach  to  begin  feed- 
ing, and  they  wiU  bite  fiercely,  and  at  times  quite 
savagely — very  different  from  the  conditions  obtain- 
ing in  warmer  weather.  Even  when  apparently 
"  on  the  feed,"  however,  peculiarities  sometimes 
crop  up  which  require  a  deal  of  explanation.  For 
instance,  last  February  a  friend  and  I  were  fishing 
for  roach  at  Skipton  Bridge.  Although  not  50  yards 
apart,  his  catch,  consisting  of  12lb.  or  141b.,  was 
taken  entirely  with  the  worm,  whilst  I  caught  the 
whole  of  my  fish  with  maggot.  The  singular  part 
of  the  business  was  that  I  could  not  get  a  touch  with 
worm,  whilst  my  friend  was  equally  unsuccessful 
with  gentles.  Again,  the  old  rhyme  advises  a  stay- 
at-home  poUcy  when  rude  Boreas  sends  his  gentle 
zephyrs  from  north  or  east,  yet  my  two  best  catches 
of  roach  made  last  winter  were  taken,  one  when  the 
wind  was  blowing  half  a  gale  from  the  east,  and  the 
other  when  a  biting  nor'-easter  was  following  on  a 
rapid  thaw.  At  such  times  it  pays  to  use  a  large 
bait  and  a  hook  to  match.  Half-a-dozen  maggots 
or  a  couple  of  worms  on  a  No.  9  or  No.  10  hook  will 
account  for  bigger  fish  than  smaller  baits  on  smaller 
hooks. 
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Although  the  fish  appear  to  be  bolder  and  less 
easily  alarmed  than  in  the  summer  months,  nothing 
will  put  them  off  the  feed  sooner  than  "  clattering  "• 
about  on  a  frost-bound  bank.  It  is  well  in  very  cold 
weather  to  pack  up  the  pike  rod  with  the  roach  pole, 
so  that  should  the  finger-ends  become  too  cold,  cir- 
culation may  soon  be  restored  by  spinning  over 
likely  spots  in  the  vicinity. 

Roach  will  sometimes  go  off  the  feed  very  sud- 
denly without  apparent  reason.  To  be  ready  for 
this  emergency,  it  is  as  well  to  keep  a  small  fish 
alive,  and  when  the  roach  cease  biting,  slip  on  your 
live  bait  and  remove  the  cause— in  all  probability  a 
jack.  If  you  have  no  pike  tackle  you  can  move  on, 
for  no  roach  will  risk  a  bite  when  a  pike  is  prowling 
I'ound.  -' 

As  to  baits,  stick  to  worms,  maggots,  and  paste, 
the  last-named  made  up  with  a  Uttle  cotton-wool  in 
order  to  prevent  the  stream  from  washing  it  off  the 
hook.  So  much  has  been  written  about  bread  cutes 
and  other  varieties  of  this  bait,  that  I  need  only 
refer  my  readers  to  previous  numbers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  I  will  add  that  for  winter  fishing  bran 
and  bread  cannot  be  beaten  as  a  ground  bait,  if  judi- 
ciously used.  Never  by  any  chance  be  tempted  to 
use  chopped  worms. 

I  was  persuaded  some  time  siiice  to  mix  a  little 
Rodian  oil  with  my  bran  and  bread.  Whether  it  did 
any  good  or  not  I  should  not  like  to  hazard  an 
opinion,  for  my  catch  was  about  on  a  par  with  pre- 
vious baskets  from  the  same  locaUty.  I  should 
imagine,  however,  that  something  of  the  kind,  carry- 
ing a  searching  scent  with  it,  might  be  useful  in  thick, 
he  ivy  waters. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reporta  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  ^rst 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebai  Reviabks. — The  river  has 
now  run  dawn  to  its  proper  hpight,  and  plenty  of 
fis'i  are  baing  caught.  The  water  itself  is  getting 
ve.-y  clear,  so  that  deeper  swims  mu^t  be  fished. 
Roach  have  been  fairly  well  on  the  feed,  though  the 
frosty  nights  have  checked  them  a  little.  The  best 
roach  I  have  heard  of  being  taken  during  the  week 
were  three  of  IJ'b.  eich,  caught  at  Ditton  by 
Mr.  Cha'lss  Lawless.  At  Kingston,  Mr.  F.  Sandi 
has  had  two  takes  of  three  dozen  each  many  of  the 
fish  being  |  b  each.  At  Da'chet,  Mr.  Pratt,  of 
Acton,  out  with  Lumsden,  had  a  good  bag  of  roach 
and  a  pike  of  4|lb.  I  had  three  dozen  nice  roach 
at  the  sime  place.  The  stream  will  midarate  con- 
siderably now,  as  the  surplus  water  has  been  ru  i 
off,  and  the  weir  sluices  wi  I  b3  brought  into  action 
once  more.  The  tidal  water  should  be  in  the  pi  ik 
of  condition  for  the  "  B^n  Abraham?"  anglinj 
competition  on  Nov.  15  — F.  H  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  wa'er  has  now  run  down 

nicely  and  is  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Taere  is  a 
strong  stream  tunning,  bui  a  Ijt  of  tha  weir  tackle 
U  now  shut  down.  Roach  are  feeding,  and  some 
good  ba|S  have  been  made.  Severa'  nice  jack  up 
to  nearly  101b.  have  been  caught.  Perch  are  feed- 
ing well,  but  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  minnows.  There 
are  none  to  be  had  in  or  around  Henley,  and  I  hear 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  them  in  London.  Another 
large  roach  was  caught  by  a  Henley  ang'er  last 
week.  I  might  say  that  the  fish  in  question .  which 
wfighed  lb.  lO^oz,  was  weighei  by  Mr.  A. 
Pengilley,  the  local  tobaceoni-st — ,vho  himself  it 
a  Sjjortsman,  alth)ugh  not  a  fisherman  —  s) 
I  am  sure  his  wo  -d  can  be  taken.  On 
Nov.  8,  Mr.  H.  Harablin  took  three  jack  weighing 
201b.  ;  Mr.  G  Smith  and  another,  a  bag  of  roach 
weighing  1 8ib.  ;  Mr.  Fisby,  fi4hing  with  G.  Arletf, 
some  roach,  jack,  and  parch;  here  and  there,  on 
this  date,  bankers  made  some  good  bags  of  roach, 
but  a  large  nufnber  went  back  with  empty  cieels. 
On  the  9th,  Mr.  G.  Machiu,  piloted  by  a  local 
angler,  took  14lb.  of  roach,  and  a  ja^k  of  6'b. 
On  the  10th,  Mr.  G.  W.  Read,  fishing  with  W. 
Vaughan.  took  171b.  of  roach  and  three  jack, 
and  Mr.  G.  Smith  and  ray  son  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  Mr.  Smith  taking  one  weighi  ig  lib.  Sloz. 
Mr.  C  "algrove,  in  two  days'  fishing  with  J.  James, 
took  301b.  of  roach  up  to  lib.  On  Nov.  11,  Mr. 
Clegg,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  several  ja3k  up 
to  4lb.,  most  of  which  were  returned  to  the  water 
agbi  1.  J.  Arlett,  while  fishing  for  bait,  took  a  nice 
perch  weighiag  lib.  14jz.  Sport  slnuld  improve* 
dur  ng  the  coming  waek.  Gentles  have  been  found 
to  be  the  best  killing  bait  for  roach  just  now. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

 (Teddin^on  Weir). — Water ;  in  good  con- 
dition, getting  plenty  of  dace ;  also  the  jack  have 

[2] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  14,  1903 


been  feeding  well.  On  Nov.  8  there  were  about 
sevtn  caught  at  the  Weir  up  to  71b.  On'Nov.  9 
about  five  or  six  up  to  41b.  I  have  also  caught 
about  five  or  six  hundred  lampems  this  last  flood, 
some  of  them  very  fine  ones.  I  saw  the  fish  that 
was  caught  last  week,  supposed  to  be  a  salmon 
11  inches  long;  in  my  own  opicion  it  was  an  ordi- 
nsry  Thtimes  trout. — W.  McBbide. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — With  improved  weather 
this  river  is  nicely  fining  down  and  sport  improving. 
It  should  be  in  splendid  condition  by  next  week. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Morant  took  three  pike  on  Nov.  9,  weigh- 
ing 101b.,  81b.,  and  61b,  Mr.  W.  R.  Alderson  also 
got  eight  perch,  the  four  largest  weighing  7  Jib. 
Two  cf  them  scaled  21b.  each. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeacli). — Since  my  last 
notes,  changeable  weather,  with  fogs  on  some  days, 
has  at  times  rendered  the  condition  of  angling  most 
uncertain.  The  Cam  is  now  running  down  to  a 
nice  level  and  losing  discolouration.  This  mild 
weather  now  is  fast  improving  roach  fisbiag.  Some 
nice  takes  are  being  had  from  -Jib.  in  size  to  those 
required  for  baits  in  every  turn  of  the  Cam.  Pike 
angling  ii  now  being  renewed  with  success.  Several 
have  been  had  from  five  fish  to  a  rod  in  a  few 
hours.  Just  now  the  river  seems  all  alive  with 
them,  and  with  quiet  waters  anticipations  run  high 
for  their  capture. — John  O.  Georoe,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Bures  (Suffolk). — Water  now  in  splendid  condi- 
tion for  any  kind  of  angliag,  Some  decent  catches 
of  roach,  up  to  lib.  4oz.  each,  have  bsen  made, 
gentles  or  paste  being  the  best  bait.  Pike  are  also 
commencing  to  feed,  but  I  have  not  heard  or  seen 
anything  heavy. — W.  T,  Bainbridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  Camel  and  Fowey 
have  now  dropped  back  to  fairly  fishable  height. 
No  doubt  many  scores  of  good  fish  have  gone  into 
the  higher  waters,  and  there  are  lots  of  salmoa 
going  up  now.  Three  or  four  have  bean  taken  in 
the  former  river  during  the  week.  The  whole 
month  remains  to  the  fisher,  and  if  there  is  no  more 
rain  there  will  be  plenty  of  water. — Bodmin, 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — The  weather  has 
continued  favourable  during  the  past  week,  but  the 
water  keeps  up  fairly  big,  and  this  should  tend  to 
bring  the  fish  up.  The  prospect  of  the  spawning 
season  is  most  encouraging,  a  good  many  fish  having 
been  seen  in  the  higher  waters.  In  accordance  with 
the  usual  custom  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators 
have  engaged  an  additional  keeper  during  the 
spawning  season. — Devonian. 

Bdeu  (Carlisle). — Sport  continues  pretty  brisk. 
On  Nov.  4,  Mr,  T.  Y.  Bramwell  had  three 
salmon,  201b.,  231b.,  241b.,  Mr.  C.  Liddell  one,  211b., 
and  Mr.  L.  Graham  three,  141b.,  151b.,  241b.,  in  the 
Warwick  Hall  water;  Dr.  Norman  three,  19Ib., 
271b.,  281b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Scott  four,  131b.,  261b., 
271b.,  271b.,  in  the  Cargo  water;  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough 
three,  111b.,  111b.,  32ib.,  at  Crosby  ;  Mr.  Collingwood 
one,  271b.,  at  Wetheral ;  the  Corby  Castle  keeper 
one,  221b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Nicol  one,  201b.,  at  Eden  Grove ; 
Mr.  W.  Pattinson  one,  191b.,  at  Rickerby  Rocks, 
and  Miss  Eva  MaoTreves  one,  lllb.,  at  Rickerby. 
On  the  5th,  Mr.  Roe  one,  201b.,  and  Mr.  Rosenvinge 
one,  16'b.,  at  Little  Corby.  Mr.  W.  Smith  two, 
161b.  and  23Ib.,  and  Mr.  W.  Warwick  one,  241b., 
in  the  Low  Hou?e  water.  In  the  Angling  Associa- 
tion  wa'ter  Mr.  J.  Grahim,  Mr.  E.  Brown,  aad  Mr. 
W.  Pattinson  each  one,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Maclnnes,  one, 
101b.,  at  Rickerby;  J.  Bell,  one,  221b.,  at  Warwick 
Hall. ;  Mr.  H.  P.  Lockhart,  one,  30.b  ,  at  Cargo ; 
and  Mr.  J.  Tweddle,  one,  221b.,  at  Stainton.  On 
Nov.  6,  Mr.  W.  F.  Ward  killed  five,  weighing  llOlb. ; 
Mr.  R.  F.  Lockhart,  two,  201b.  and  211b  ,  and  Mr. 
W.  Giaham  one,  201b.,  in  the  Cargo  water.  At 
Rickerby  Rocks,  Mr.  W.  Pattinson  had  two,  19ib. 
each,  and  Mr.  J.  Waters  one,  201b.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Warwick,  ona,  241b.,  at  Low  House,  and  Mr. 
Edwards,  one,  lllb.,  at  Armathwaite.  On  Nov.  7, 
Mr.  F.  Sandeman,  one,  281b.,  in  the  Low  Houss 
water;  Mr.  C.  Scott,  one,  181b.,  at  Wetheral; 
Mr.  Rosenvinge,  one,  191b.,  and  Mr.  Roe, 
two,  151b.  aad  221b.,  at  Little  Corby;  Mr.  N. 
Maclnnes,  one,  221b ,  at  Rickerby ;  Mr,  R. 
Baxter,  one,  191b.,  in  the  Association  water. 
Mr.  Cowan  two,  171b.  and  191b.,  at  Grin sd ale ;  and 
in  the  Cargo  water  Mr.  H.  B.  Lockhart  three  small 
ones  ;  Mr.  R.  F.  Lockhart  one,  241b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Scott 
two,  191b.  and  201b.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  W.  F.  Ward 
had  five,  weighing  1201b.,  Mr.  R.  F.  Lockhart 
one,  401b.,  at  Cargo,  and  Mr.  Roe  two,  161b.  and 
22)b.,  at  Little  Corby.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  J.  Howe, 
Mr.  T.  Y.  Bramwell,  Mr.  R.  F.  Lockhart,  Mr.  T. 
Scott,  and  Mr.  F.  Sandeman  had  each  one  fish.  On 
the  10th,  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough  three  91b.,  191b.,  and 
201b.,  at  Park  Broom  ;  Mr.  T.  Robinson  one,  231b. ; 
Mr.  Henderson  and  Mr.  A.  Mason  each  one  in  the 
Cargo  water.  [To-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is 
running  off  into  good  order. — Silver,  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  a  welcome  changj  of  weather,  and 
King  Sol  has  put  in  an  appearance  after  a  long 


absence.  A  few  roach  and  eels  have  been  taken  in 
the  Exe  and  neig'ibourhood  now  tha  river  has  got 
into  better  condition,  aid  prospects  look  more 
cheerful.  In  the  Canal  a  few  pike  have  been  taken 
with  live  bait  and  artificial  spoon,  but  the  cold 
winds  p'e^ailing  have  k-^pt  many  anglers  prisDners. 
I  hear  also  some  good  catches  have  been  made  at 
Exmouth  Pier  and  Docks  by  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn, 
Matthews,  jaa.,  White,  Beck,  and  others.  Mullet 
have  been  caught  in  fair  numbers,  and  off  the  pier 
some  good  pollack  have  aUo  been  secured.  The 
net  fishermen  have  also  been  having  good  hauls. 
Now  that  the  river  has  fined  down,  prospects  are 
more  hopeful,  and  if  the  wind  would  select  a  warmer 
quarter  matters  piscatorial  would  further  improve. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sontli  Linos  and  Camhs).— 
Despite  the  bit  of  fog  last  week,  the  weather  has 
improved.  The  land  has  drained  a  good  deal, 
and  fishing  places  are  more  approachable  than  for 
a  week  or  two  past.  Better  progress  has  been  made 
with  water  getting  into  trim  on  the  Forty-foot,  and 
we  hear  of  a  few  captures  of  heavy  perch  on  the 
middle  reaches.  Though  sport  is  said  to  have 
improved  towards  Hubbert's  Bridge  and  the  lower 
lengths,  not  much  has  been  done  as  a  general  result. 
There  have  been  a  few  captures  of  rudd  and  roach 
on  the  drains  about  Surfleet.  The  drain  reaching 
towards  Cowling  Fen  is  said  to  have  yielded  fairly 
well,  but  the  better  reports  come  from  the  higher 
country.  If  rain  continues  to  moderate  itself, 
winter  sport  will  be  worth  pursuit. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy).— The  water  is 
fas';  getting  into  first-class  order;  if  no  heavy  storms 
occur  between  this  (Wednesday)  evening  and  Satur- 
day, the  condition  will  be  about  as  perfect  as  possible. 
Since  my  last  week's  report  some  good  baskets  of 
roach  have  been  secured,  one  specimen  going  nearly 
21b.,  several  fish  scaled  over  lib.,  and  were  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  I  do  not  depend  upon  hearsay 
for  my  reports— I  actually  saw  these  fish  myself,  and 
viewed  them  wita  just  a  little  spice  of  envy. — 
Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea,  Stort,  and 
Beane  are  agaii  in  condition. for  all-round  angling, 
and  sport  has  been  met  with  among  roach,  pike, 
dace  and  perch.  Roach  fishing  in  the  Lea  has  been 
be  t  in  the  upper  waters,  whera  a  number  of  ex- 
cellent bfskets  have  been  had.  St.  Margaret's, 
Rye  House,  and  Broxbouroe  have  fishei  best.  At 
Hertford  somj  splendid  dace  hav3  beea  lanf^e  1. 
In  the  Crown  water,  Broxbourne,  roach  up  to  1^-lb. 
have  been  landed,  and  the  mill-stream  ought  to 
yield  some  jack.  Anglers  should  fish  the  strea-ny 
backwaters  of  the  Lea  for  chub  now,  using  cheese 
pasta,  pith,  and  bread-crust  as  baits.  With  some 
sun  on  the  water  dace  ought  to  rise  to  the  fly, — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  water  is  now  again  in 
splendid  fishing  trim ;  not  many  anglers  out  daring 
this  last  week.  The  average  catch  of  roach  was 
about  81b.  Pike  have  been  on  the  feed,  largest 
landed  was  51b.— P.  VV.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  the 
streams  have  now  gone  down  considerably,  but  are 
still  on  the  high  side  and  are  slightly  stained,  but 
are  getting  into  better  order  than  they  have  been 
for  some  weeks.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk.  A 
few  anglers  have  been  out  and  tried  worm  and 
maggot  fishing,  and  a  few  fish  have  been  taken. 
But  if  the  weather  holds  fine,  fly  fishing  should  be 
good  and  some  good  lots  of  grayling  landed,  as  up 
to  the  present  sport  amongst  grayling  has  been 
limited,  owing  to  the  water.  The  Pinsley  is  getting 
in  order. — Gwynne, 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  sink  slowly.  By  the  time  this  is  in  print 
bottom  and  mid-water  fishing  will  be  possible  in 
places,  but  generally  speakina,  the  rivers  will  still 
be  on  the  high  side,  and  it  will  be  the  middle  of 
next  week  before  fly  fishing  can  be  attempted  with 
any  chance  of  success.  Weather  has  been  fair  since 
Nov.  3.  Should  some  sharp  frosts  set  in  the  water 
conditions  would  improve  rapidly,  as  also  prospects 
of  sport.  -R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — As  expected,  the  pike 
have  come  on  with  the  falling  water,  several  having 
been  takea  each  day  this  week  ;  the  l-ir^est  I  have 
seen,  however,  has  been  751b,  The  water  is  in 
splendid  condition  for  a'l  kinds  of  angling  now,  and 
is  right  in  its  banks  again,  so  spinning  from  the 
bank  can  be  indulged  in  by  those  who  wish  it. 
Pdternostering  has  answered  best  this  week. — A, 

SCARD. 

•         (Offord  Cluny,  Hunts), — The  pike  are  on 

the  feed  here.  On  Monday  L  si  I  caujht  six,  the 
largest  131b.— W.  H,  Smith. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  The  Severn  and  its 
tributaries  have  at  lengtti  rundown  to  their  normal 
autumn  level,  and  pike  fishing  and  coarse  fish 
angling  generally  may  be  followed  with  excellent 
prospects.  Live  bait  on  a  single  triangle  is,  perhaps. 


the  most  popular  and,  deadly  method  employed  by 
Severn  pike  anglers ;  but  the  paternoster  and 
spinning  tackle  are  useful  alternatives.  A  pike  of 
141b.  and  several  smaller  ones  were  this  week  dis- 
played outside  a  local  net  maker's  establishment. 
Those  who  would  like  to  see  Severn  trout  fishing 
impoved  are  indifferent  to  the  netting  out  of  pike, 
but  inasmuch  as  few  fish  of  other  species  except 
chub  now  remain  to  afford  sport,  anglers  generally 
seem  to  be  of  opinion  that  failing  better  fish  the 
pike  should  be  allowed  to  remain  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  enjoy  catching  them. — Hafren, 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech.). — We  are  now  having,  as  some  slight  recom- 
pense for  past  "favours,"  lovely  weather,  and  even 
anglers  cannot  complain  of  that.  They  com- 
plain of  a  scarcity  of  fish  in  their  rivers.  Consider- 
ing the  long  timo  these  rivers  have  been  in  charg? 
of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  some  peoole  have 
much  to  answer  for.    Who  speaks  first? — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
We  have  experienced  fine  weather  during  the  week, 
with  occasional  rain  and  slight  frosts.  Rivers  have 
gone  down  materially,  and  one  can  wander  on  the 
bank  and  distinguish  the  river  bed  from  the  miles 
of  subrcerged  land  on  both  sides.  I'ish  are  to  be 
found  on  turnpike  roads  and  in  surrounding 
meadows,  left  by  the  ebbing  water,  and  in  some 
few  cases  willing  hands  have  netted  some  good 
specimens  and  returned  them  to  the  water.  Rivera 
are  running  strong  but  are  fining  down,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  week  sport  should  be  available.  At 
Chichester  Canal  fish  are,  as  a  rule,  off  feed,  and 
nothing  but  small  fry  have  been  taken.  Report-s 
from  the  Ouse  and  Adur  are  scant.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  small  pike  and  roach,  the  week  has 
been  uneventful. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
now  gone  down  and  has  cleared,  and  is  running  in 
fairly  good  order  for  fishing,  but  is  still  on  the  high 
side ;  it  will  be  in  good  condition  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  The  weather  has  been  suitable  for  angling, 
with  cold  frosty  nights  followed  by  foggv  mornings 
and  bright  days,  and  has  brought  the  fish  well  on 
the  feed.  Rain  fell  on  Monday,  but  did  no  harm. 
A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  cut  and 
have  tried  bottom  fishing  with  worm  and 
maggot,  but  fly-fishing  should  be  good  by  the 
end  of  the  week.  Some  good  roach,  dace,  perch, 
chub,  and  a  few  grayling  have  been  landed, 
Pike  have  been  well  on  the  run  o£  late.  On 
Nov.  6  an  angler  landed  one  on  Burway  water 
scaling  lllb.,  and  inside  it  was  a  trout  fib.  in 
weight.  On  Nov.  7  two  pike,  one  71b.  and  the 
other  81b.,  were  caught,  and  on  Nov.  8  one  of  51b. 
was  landed  which  had  thirty-seven  minnows  inside 
it.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good  pike  fishing  in 
this  part  at  present.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  fair  order,  and  sport  should  be 
had  with  fly.  Little  done  in  them  up  to  Wednesday 
(Nov.  11) — S.  Ludlow. 

 ■  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  'district  is 

now  going  down  anl  clearing  nicely,  and  is  getting 
into  capital  order  for  fishing  ;  if  the  weather  will 
hold  fine  there  should  be  some  good  sport  had  in 
this  part  before  the  end  of  the  week.  The  cold 
nights  followed  by  foggy  mornings  and  then  sunshine 
have  brought  grayling,  roach,  and  dace  on  the  move  ; 
a  few  rods  hdve  been  out,  but  sport  has  not  beei 
brisk.  There  ii  every  prospest  of  improvennent 
next  week. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Ttie  Tyne  is  in  good  condition  for  coarse 
fishing.  Good  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
killed  at  Corbridge  and  Wylam.  Mr.  R.  Viaeberg 
had  a  decent  basket  of  thirteen  with  maggot.  I 
think  something  might  be  done  in  the  shape  of 
testing  the  river  with  grayling.  So  far  as  I  am 
concerned  I  may  say  I  have  fished  for  grayling 
with  both  fly  and  worm  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  and  through  careful  observation  I  have 
made,  I  am  convinced  it  would  be  a  success. 
Mr.  Tate  and  friend,  fishing  the  Glen,  had 
good  SDort  with  fly.  Mr.  Tate  informed  me  they 
only  killed  three  dozen.  (Only  !)  A  good  grayling 
cast  for  now— Smoke  Fly,  tinsel  body.  Red  Tag, 
Spider,  Apple  Green  Dua,  Black  -  Bronze,  and 
Waterhen  Bloa.  The  Rev.  Mr.  I  son,  of  Newcastle, 
had  a  few  hours'  sea-fishing  at  Tynemouth,  and  with 
sand  worm  killed  16ilb.  of  codling  in  the  tideway. 
— Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).— A  rather 
better  show  of  anglers  put  in  an  appearance  at  the 
end  of  the  week  to  what  has  been  the  case  on 
several  Saturdays  of  late.  There  has  been  less 
water  in  the  Witham  this  week,  owing  to  the 
moderate  ciownfall;  indeed,  there  has  been  very 
liitle  water  caused  by  rain  for  about  a  week.  Mid- 
water  fishing  has  been  useless,  for  the  water  has 
scarcely  got  back  into  the  channel,  and  what  few 
samples  have  been  caught  have  come  from  the 
grass.    About  Chapel  Hill,  near  Dogdyke,  there 
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has  been  considerable  success  among  pike,  some 
fish  being  caught  up  to  10|^lb.  Several  captures 
have  been  made  at  the  end  of  Slaaford  Canal,  and 
sjme  hive  run  up  to  about  101b.  A  few  good  roach 
were  caught  in  the  same  locality  along  with  sizeable 
perch.  Lincoln  anglers  have  had  good  sport  on  the 
Sincil  D^ke,  some  of  the  takes  reaching  from  101b. 
t")  201b.  A  few  captures  have  been  made  on  the 
Old  Barlings  river,  and  also  on  the  Bain  about 
Coningsby. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
were  in  fair  order  for  the  fly  on  Nov.  6  and  7,  and 
a  few  fish  were  taken  with  the  fly,  mostly  from  the 
Wye  and  Chatsworth  portion  of  the  Derwent.  The 
lower  reaches  of  the  latter  is  too  high  for  fly  fish- 
ing. Mr.  W.  Kirklaad,  fishing  the  Darleydale  Club 
water  on  Nov.  7,  landed  two  braie,  and  several 
others  two  and  three  fish  each.  Rain  again  on  Nov.  9 
and  10,  which  has  raissd  thise  rivers  and  brought 
a  woodland  water  down  the  Derwent,  and  bottom 
fishermen  should  benefit  by  it.  The  prospect  for 
fly  fishing  is  not  very  rosy,  as  ths  time  is  so  short 
atthissea-onof  the  year — from  11  a  m.  to  3  p.m.  is 
as  long  as  we  can  rackon  on  — Dottekel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wliarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse.etc. 
(Yorks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  now  running 
in  fine  trim.  With  the  sharp  frosts  of  last  week  the 
grayling  are  feeding  better.  There  is  a  good  run  of 
salmon  in  the  Wharfe  and  Ure.  On  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Tees,  Capt,  Hutchinson,  of  Egglestone 
Hall,  has  been  very  successful,  also  Messrs.  Biin- 
bridge,  Parkinson,  and  Wandless,  cf  Barnard 
Castle,  the  latter  accounting  for  several  fish 
nearly  20!b.  each,  Mr.  M.  J.  Wilson  and 
Messrs.  Fife  and  Mariitt  have  killed  many 
at  Piercebridgo,  the  former  capturing  a  considerable 
number,  which  wer3  in  excellent  condition.  The 
Yore  and  its  tributaries  are  in  fine  trim;  nice  bes^ets 
of  grayling  have  teen  caught  at  Hawes,  Middleh  im, 
Masham  and  Ripon.  On  the  Cover  sport  has  greatly 
improved.  The  Rev.  Father  Murphy  and  Mr. 
Stobart  caught  t  ^^enty-seven  grayling  one  day. 
Mr.  H.  Caby  a'so  got  a  fine  basket.  The  Wharfe 
is  fishinj  well  at  Burnsall  and  Ilkley.  At  the 
latter  place  some  fine  catches  of  grayling  have 
been  got  daily.  The  Nidd  is  running  in  better  con- 
dition, some  fine  grayling  being  caught  in  the  upper 
reaches,  and  in  the  lower  districts  some  excellent 
baskets  of  coarse  fish  have  been  ciughtat  Ribston 
and  Hunsingore.  The  Derwent  is  running  better ; 
some  fine  baskets  have  been  caught  at  Malton, 
Button's  Ambo,  and  Castle  Howard.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Swale,  some  fine  baskets  of  grayling 
have  been  caught  at  Easeby  and  Catterick  Bridge, 
Prospects  are  better ;  grayling  fishing  would  be 
better  with  a  few  more  frosts.  Best  flies  are 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Blue  Hawk,  Red  Tag,  Brad- 
shaw's  Fancy,  and  Snipe  and  Purple.  John  E. 
MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depo^,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  season  c'osed  on 
these  rivers  just  a  fortnight  ago.  Anglers,  both 
visitors  and  local  fishers,  are  now  agitating  for  an 
extension  of  time,  so  as  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
basis  as  the  Annan  and  the  other  Sol  way  rivers, 
and  a  petition  to  this  effect  will  shortly  be  presented 
to  the  fishing  association.  This  has  been  the  best 
angling  ee  ;son  for  twelve  years,  only  the  frequent 
floods  interfered  with  the  fishing  a  good  deal. 
Owing  to  the  cold  weather  in  the  ear'y  part  of  ths 
year,  sea-trout  came  late;  the  same  refers  to  the 
whitling  which,  taken  all  round,  were  scarcer  in 
both  rivers  than  during  last  season.  As  a  rule, 
however,  they  were  larger  in  size,  weighing  up 
to  l|'b     Se '.-trout  we  e  plentiful  when  they  began 
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to  run,  and  the  best  takes  were  made  in  the  middle 
and  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk,  while  the  lower 
stretches  of  the  Liddle  afforded  good  sport,  both  in 
sea-trout  and  herling.  Few  salmon,  however,  were 
caught  in  Liddle  water,  while  there  has  not  been  so 
many  salmon  in  the  Esk  within  living  memory. 
Only  the  continuous  floods  marred  the  sport  to  a 
great  extent.  A  letter  reaches  me  from  Mr.  Wm, 
Douglas,  of  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Lang- 
holm, to  the  effect  that  prospects  for  next  year  are 

of  the  b38t.  GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (BaniFaliire).  —  A  meeting  of  the 
Ddveron  Fishery  Board  was  held  last  week  at 
Banff.  Mr.  Macintosh,  factor  for  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Fife,  who  presided,  said  it  was  fitting  that 
they  should  express  their  regret  at  the  death  of  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  and 
th  ir  sympathy  with  the  family.  His  Grace  held 
the  highest  position  of  honour  in  the  county,  and 
had  the  largest  interests  in  it.  He  was  also  a 
mexber  of  the  board.  The  meeting  agreed  to 
leave  the  vacancy  in  the  board  caused  by  the 
duke's  death  open  till  next  meeting.  The  clerk 
submitted  estimate  of  receipts  and  expenditure  for 
the  year  to  Whitsunday,  1904.  The  annual  value 
of  the  fishings  was  £3387  4s.,  or  an  increase  over 
last  year's  valuation  in  Banffshire  of  £179  143.  It 
was  stated  that  the  assessment  of  4?.  lOd.  per  £ 
was  9^].  of  a  reduction  on  last  year's  assessment. 
Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Nicholson,  of  Eden,  left  there 
on  Nov.  7  for  19,  Cleveland  Gardens,  London. — 
H.  W. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee. — Since  the  close  of 
the  season  the  river  has  been  in  excellent  fettle  for 
fish  getting  on  to  the  redds  in  the  upper  waters, 
which  they  have  been  doing  for  some  time  past 
now.  The  river  has  goae  in  very  considerably  with 
overnight  frosts,  and  in  the  course  of  the  next  few 
weeks  the  spawning  season  will  be  general  all  over. 
An  early  and  prolific  season  is  now  confidently 
assured.  The  Duchess  of  Fife  has  had  one  of  the 
best  seasons  at  Mar  Lodge  she  has  enjoyed  for 
years  back,  as  far  as  the  numbers  of  fish  killed  are 
concerned ;  but  the  abnormally  wet  season  kept 
Her  Royal  Highness  often  from  the  water  when 
sh)  would  otherwise  have  been  there.  The  Aber- 
deen Harbour  Board  returns  show  that  they  are 
about  £600  behind  their  average  income  from  the 
sales  of  salmon,  etc.,  from  their  extensive  nettings. 
Don.— More  spawning  fish  are  in  the  upper  Don 
waters  and  side  streams  than  has  been  the  case  for 
thirty  years  back.  An  excellent  spawning  season 
is  now  confidently  anticipated.  A  gang  of  five 
poachers  were  taken  lately  fniggering  salmon. 
They  are  of  the  farm-servant  class.  From  the 
heavy  head  of  fish  in  the  sida  streams  this  season, 
the  temptation  to  poach  will  be  irresistible  with 
this  class,  and  extra  precautions  are  accordingly 
being  taken,  as  also  on  the  Deveron,  the  Ythan, 
and  the  Ugie.  Ythan  — On  the  last  day  of  the 
season  Mr.  Hugh  McDonald  creeled  four  b?autiful 
fish,  scaling  up  to  251b  ,  on  the  Ellon  Castle  water. 
The  Ythan  has  this  year  quite  excelled  itself  in  the 
prolific  yield  of  salmon  to  the  rod. —  G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— To  night  (Nov.  14)  the 
Border  Annan  with  its  tributaries,  as  also  the 
Dumfries  Niih,  close  down  their  angling  for  the 
season.  Since  last  week's  report  many  fine  salmon 
have  been  account ei  for  by  the  rods  on  the  different 
reaches  of  both  of  these  rivers,  though  the  finest 
and  heaviest  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  former 
river.  Monday  was  a  lost  day  as  heavy  rain  fell  in 
upper  Annandale  on  Nov.  8,  and  the  Annan  was 
in  flood  on  ths  following  morning.  The  wale's 
were  too  much  discoloured  for  anything  except 
wor^n  bait,  which  few  bot'iereJ  about  using. 
The  Annan. — In  the  Mount  Annan  part  of  the 
river  many  fine  salmon  have  been  landed.  On 
Nov.  7  Mr.  P.  A.  Pasley-Dirom,  the  proprietor, 
killed  a  good  salmon  of  19ib.,  with  the  Brown  Gled 
Flyii  the  Back  of  the  Wool  Poo).  On  the  same 
afternoon  the  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  took  a  beautiful 
fish  of  30ib.  at  Butcherbeck,  Burnfoot,  with  Bro^vn 
Turkey  Fly,  and  he  landed  another  out  of  the  Tower 
Pool  above  Brydakirk  Bridge  which  weighed  24Jlb, 
He  rose  six  fish  and  lost  one  in  the  landing  In  the 
same  water  on  Nov,  6  Mr.  J.  Bell-Irving's  keeper, 
James  Riley,  had  one  of  201b.  in  the  stream  below 
the  old  cauld,  and  above  the  Grove  stream  on 
Saturday  (Nov.  7)  he  landed  one  of  171b.  Mr.  W. 
Robinsoi,  Brydekiik,  killed  one  of  241b.  with  spoon 
bait,  and  he  hooked  and  lost  another  on  the  fly. 
Andrew  B_ll  lost  two.    On  the  same  day  in  Jamies 


Grayling  Fishing. — Haviug  had  more  experience  siuce  185(3 
as  a  grayling  fislier  ttian  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  flies  and  tackle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  grayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  besit  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  23.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  uudrawu  gut  points.  Is.  "per  dozen. 
E.'itra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9d.  each. — J.  E.  MiLLEli,  Northern  Anglers  Dopdt, 
19,  New  Station -street,  Leeds.    Te'.egrams  :  "  Piscator,  Lectla.' 
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stream,  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  and  Mr.  Thorburn,  the 
School  House,  also  hooked  and  lost  good  fish.  In 
the  Luce  pool,   Mr.  JT.  Bell,   Kirkconnel  Hall, 
Ecclefechan,  Mr.  Wilson's  fisherman,  killed  one  of 
191b.  on  Thursday  (Nov.  5;,  and  lost  two  others. 
Mr.    Wm,    Wright,     Annan,     was  unfortunate 
in  losing  an  [extra  fine  fish  in  Luje  pool,  and  he 
hooked  and  lost  a  second  one.    In  Jamies  stream, 
below   Luce,  Mr.  G.  Maxwell  killed  a  fine  one 
of  29  Jib.  with  fly.     Mr.  J.  Riley  had  oni  of  lOib  , 
near  Mount  Anaan.    In  the  Flat  wat3r  of  Luce,  Mr. 
P.  Loudon,  Edinburgh,  killed  one  of  lO  b.  with  th  > 
gudgson,  and  in  Jamies  strean,  on  No  /.  0,  he  had 
one  of  211b.    Mr.  Dornia,  fishing  the  portion  off 
Thorn's  Holm,  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  10,  killed  hi  i  fines', 
fish  of  the  season — 29ilb.    T.iis  was  a  beiutiful 
salmon  with  the  sea  parasite  upon  it,  showing  it  to  ba 
jusi  ascended  from  the  Solway.    It  was  killed  with 
B  rownTu'key  Fly.  In  the  salmon  pool,  Mr.  J.  Boll- 
Irving's  keeper,  J.Riley,  landed  one  of  IGJlb.on  Tues- 
day morning,  and  during  the  afternoon,  at  a  second 
outing,  killed  another  of  22|lb.  in  the  Back  of  the 
Wood  Pool.    Both  were  landed  with  the  Amherst 
Pheasant  fly.    Up  to  Nov.  1 1  Mr.  Dirom'a  keeper 
had  hooked  and  lost  twenty-one  salmon,  and  landed 
seven.    In  Hoddom  Castle  water  some    ne  salmon 
have  also  been  landed  since  last  week.   Oa  Wednes- 
day the  keeper,  Thos.  Reid,  landed  one  of  231b. 
The  keeper,  James  Mosscrop,  had  a  couple  of  over 
201b.each.   Mr. Cowan  two  over  24  b  and  201b.  In 
the  same  water  on  Nov.  5,  Mr.  Peter  Thorburn 
killed  a  grand  salmon  of  33 Jib.,  and  another  of  231b. 
on  the  sa  ne  afternoon.     Another  good  fish,  the 
weight  of  which  did  not  transpire,  was  caught  on 
the  same  day  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  water  near 
Castlemilk.    Mr.  Johnstone  killed  a  brace  in  Cjstle- 
milk  water  of  about  201b.  each.    Mr.  Cowan  hal 
one  good  one,  and  the  keepers  have  been  landing 
fine  salmon  daily.    Mr.  E.ic  Nic'iolsoa  landed  one 
in  the  Castlemilk  upper  water  of  18}lb.  on  Wednes- 
day,    Mr.  John  Rae,  of  Ecclefechan,  has  also  been 
m  Jst  successful  in  landing  salm  m.    In  t  ie  Warman- 
bie  stream,  Mr.  Rutherford's  kesper,  C.  Robinson,  had 
a  fine  salmon  on  Nov.  5  of  271b.,  ani  siace  that 
date  he  has  lost  another  three    Mr.  Scott's  koeper 
was  unfortunato  in  getting  broksn  with  three  saimo  i 
yesterday  afternoon  in  the  Blackpool  of  Nortlifiel  i 
water.    The  Dumfries  Nith — This  river  has  given 
good  results  t  >  anglers,  an  i  a  number  of  fine  salmon 
were  landed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  in  the  lower 
waters,  as    also    in   the  miJ-Nithsda'e  section. 
In  the  Blackwood  portion,  near  to  Auldgirth,  Mr. 
McDowell  killed  a  good  fish  of  28  b.  oa  Nov.  5. 
In  the  Closeburn  water  the  k'leper  had  one  of  271b. 
Mr.  Nobl  >,  Damfries,  one  of  8ib.    Mr.  P.  B.  IVIcKiel, 
of  Dumfries,  took  a  grilse  of  51  ).,  and  h)  had  two 
salmon  on  the  previous  day.    Mr.  Brown  had  a  fine 
salmon  in  the  lower  waters,  and  other  g^ntlemjn 
have  landed  fish.    1 1  the  Sanquhar  reac  les,  on 
Nov.  5,  Mr.  John  Craig,  Burnfoot,  killed  a  nice  fi^h 
of  23  b.    Mr.  R.  McMillan,  Sanq  ihar,  killed  one 
small  fish,  though  it  was  a  preit/  one,  of  6  b. 
Several  salm  m  had  also  been  landed  in  the  pools 
below  Thornhill.    liie  river  is  in  the  bast  of  order 
now,  and  is  likely  to  remain  s)  uatil  the  cljse  on 
Saturday.    The  Galloway  Ubr. — This  river  has 
bean  in  good  ply,  and  some  capital  salmon  have 
been  landed  by  local   anglers.     On  Nov.  4  Mr. 
Murray  (the  keeper),  Orchardton,  landed  one  of 
221b  ;  Air.  Andrew  Parker,  Craignai  •,  took  one  of 
10|lb.    On  the  5th  Sergeant  P.  Fiynn,  Dalbeattie, 
also  landed  one  of  lOJIb.    On  the  7th  one  of  28. b. 
was  taken,  and  Mr.  Burgess  landed  one  of  17Jlb. 
A  fair  nambir  of  other  salmon  have  been  landed  i  i 
the  portion  above  Dalbeattie.    The  excessive  rains 
have  in  a  measare  been  favourable  for  the  Urr, 
which  fishes  best  in  a  wet  backend.    This  river  is 
open  for  angling  until  the  end  of  the  month. — 
Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  having 
fallen  to  a  nice  height  for  poaching,  the  work  is 
being  carried  out  as  usual.  There  is  not  a  single 
water-bailiff  within  a  radius  of  twelve  miles,  so  that 
the  fraternity  have  it  all  their  own  way.  The 
Coleraine  Board  of  Conservators  is  waking  up  a 
bit,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  a  few  mea  will  be 
appointed  to  look  after  the  smaller  streams  entering 
Lough  Neagh.  Since  the  trout  tishing  closed,  thera 
has  been  very  little  coarse  fishing.  A  few  pike  up 
to  51b.  were  killed  on  M  jira  Canal  by  city  anglers, 
with  whom  it  is  a  favourite  sla'ijn.  More  salmon 
and  white  trout  ran  up  the  Crossgar  last  week. 
Every  mill  lade  is  a  fish  trap  — J.  A.  B. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr).— The 
following  are  shooting  and  fishing  from  the  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  and  are  enjoying  good  sport : 
Mr.  anl  Mrs.  Piije,  Captain  Bartholomew,  Captain 
Pitt-Taylor,  Mr.  ani  Master  Bagnell,  and  Mr. 
Robinson  —J.  A.  J. 

Mouraa  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  autumn  lu  1  of  salmon  up  tlu>  Mourna  and  its 
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tributaries  is  simply  enormous.  The  salmon  are 
now  beyond  Beragh,  over  twenty  miles  from  here. 
The  special  watchers  of  Ihe  Foyle  and  Bann  Fish- 
ing Company  have  their  hands  full  guarding  the 
spawning  grounds.  Extra  precautions  are  being 
taVen  on  the  Glenelly,  which  was  harassed  by 
bands  of  armed  poachers  last  season,  the  bailiffs 
having  been  fired  upon  several  times. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnlleu  (Ballina,  oo, 
Blayo).  —  Both  loughs  are  now  in  good  trim  for 
jack.  Weather  mild.  Fair  numbers  of  wild-fowl  in 
the  estuary  c  f  the  Moy.— Pat  Heaenes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  here  during 
t  he  past  week,  the  fish  caught  consisting  principally 
of  whiting,  gurnard,  and  pollack.  On  one  day  five 
englers  had  245  whiting  and  136  gurnard.  On 
atotl  er  day  four  anglers  got  twenty-seven  pDllack 
atd  three  bass. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — The  weal  her  during  the  past  week 
Jas  been  very  favourable,  and  fport  has  been 
generally  of  a  good  de.c  iption  among  various  Bsh. 
Whiticg,  pollack,  &c.,  are  numerous,  end  a  con- 
tinuance of  good  f  port*  is  expected,  as  the  we.  the  r 
is  keeping  fine. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. —  Favoured  by  calm  seas  and  gmt'e 
breez<  s.  numbers  of  boat  arglershave  been  out  daily 
for  some  days  past,  chiefly  oft  (he  Keir  ptown  shore, 
afttr  silver  whitine,  whici  are  becoming  rnore  and 
m(  re  abundant.  They  are  likelj  to  remain  with  ua  for 
the  next  two  or  three  weeks ;  rather  small  at  present, 
but  numbers  of  good  s'zed  fish  have  lean  taken. 
The  rods  used  strike  me  as  being  too  long— about 
fourteen  feet — and  I  would  advise  eight  or  ten  feet 
rods  and  paternoster  tackle  (three  hooks).  About 
twenty  boats  were  off  on  Saturday  last  {Nov.  7). 
At  lime  of  wi'ing  (Nov.  11)  the  sea  is  calm,  and 
wind  in  the  N.W.  Lrg-worms  (the  best  bait)  are 
becoming  more  and  more  plentiful  here,  aad  may 
vith  care  be  preseived  for  three  or  four  days,  and 
any  remaining  stock  sun-dried  and  kept  for  further 
u3e  — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — During  the  past  week 
several  good  codling  have  be  en  caught  in  the  Crouch, 
weighing  from  31b.  to  5lb.  each.  The  an^lars  who 
came  down  on  Nov.  7  and  fished  early  morning  of 
Nov.  8,  caught  a  few  good  fish,  but  those  who  came 
down  on  Nov.  8  scarcely  had  a  fish — I  saw  only  one 
brought  ashore.  The  tide  was  wrong,  and  the 
water  very  thick  for  angling.  We  expect  the  pport 
to  be  brisker  this  week-end  as  the  tides  will  te 
all  right,  and  if  the  weather  continues  fine  the  water 
will  be  a  good  colour.  The  whiting  are  getting 
much  larj,er  in  size  now,  and  I  think  that  many  will 
find  their  way  into  the  anglera'  creel  this  week-end, 
as  I  hear  that  quite  a  small  army  intend  paying  us 
a  visit  on  Nov.  14. — J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry;.— Fine  sport  is  now  being 
had  here  with  whiting.  On  one  day  four  anglers  had 
120,  on  another  day  210,  and  on  a  third  day  340. 
The  fi;  h  WQre  c f  a  good  size  ard  in  fine  condition. 
Pollack  are  numerous,  but  have  only  been  angled 
for  occasionally,  when  they  yielded  fair  or  average 
sport.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal.— Nov.  5. — Easterly,  fine,  end  water  com- 
paratively smooth  and  in  fair  condition;  few 
Doats  out,  and  fair  tales  of  fish  landed.  Nov.  6. — 
Easterly,  fine,  clear  sky,  and  sun  shining  brightly  ; 
w„ter  smooth,  and  decent  takes  of  fish,  Nov.  7, 
Sjuth-east,  gent!e  b:e  ze.  Some  lo:al  fi.-hsrmen 
Irought  ashore  a  few  fine  cod  and  other  fish  of  good 
quality.  The  Grasham  S  ciety  held  their  first 
day's  competiti  n  in  the  eveciog  ;  a  very  large  con- 
tingent of  I  ngliug  g'  ntlemen  put  in  an  appjaracco. 
jjov.  8. — Wind  south,  cloudy, with  falling  barometer. 
A  gf  od  many  gentlemen  out  ;  some  c'e  ent  takes 
landed.  Nov.  7.— Mr.  S.  N.  Tavener  and  Mr. 
Gamalda,  one  pollack,  101b.  and  a  few  score  whiting, 
with  T.  Finnis.  Nov.  8.— Mr.  C.  Younger,  G. 
Holland  and  Capt.  Torid,  four  score  whiting,  eeh, 
and  pouting.  Nov.  9. — Fport  rather  spotty  with 
rod  and  line,  but  sprats  showed  up  well  for  first 
part  of  season.  Weather  at  present  fine,  and  catches 
of  whiting  good  all  round,  but  cod  and  conger  few 
and  far  between.  Should  weather  continue  fine, 
prospects  for  foithcoming  competition  could  not  be 
brighter. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S  A.S.). 

•  (the  Pier). —  Calm  weather  and  clear  water 

have  not  been  conducive  to  very  keen  sport  upon 
the  pier  for  the  last  few  days,  and  general  results 
have  not  proved  very  grand.  On  Nov.  6  a  few 
codling,  and  a  large  edible  crab,  taken  by  Mr.  Finn, 
constituted  the  greater  portion  of  the  day's  catch. 
Little  was  done  upon  the  following  day  except 
nuiTierous  small  pouting,  but  Mr.  Philp  took  a  31b. 
•codling  and  made  a  decent  mixed  bag.  Matters 
brightened  considerably  on  Nov.  8,  when  Mr.  Glen 
unci  Mr.  Aitchison  each  did  well  with  whiting  and 
a  fowdabf ,  and  Miss  Allison  Wolff  hooked  and  landed 
a  nice  conger.  Pier  patrons  on  Nov.  9  included 
Mr.  and  Mr-.  Harti.  Miss  Mow,  Miaa  WalkT,  Mrs. 


Biookp,  and  Messrs.  Memess,  Clark,  Wiggins,  Aitchi- 
son, Thomas,  Pierpoint,  Beasley,  Bellamy,  Philp, 
Curti  8,  and  Smythe.  The  water  was  exceptionally 
clear,  but  the  afternoon  yielded  some  good  pport, 
and  one  and  all  made  satisfactory  returns.  Little 
was  done  throughout  the  forenoon  on  Nov.  10;  but 
the  afternoon  provided  everyone  with  a  fair  catch, 
the  best  fish,  a  handsome  plaice,  being  taken  by 
Mr.  Aitchison.  Mr.  Curtiss  was  the  sole  occupant 
of  the  pier  early  on  the  11  th,  and  his  bag  of  whiting 
proved  better  than  anything  taken  later  in  the  day. 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Competition,  Nov.  14,  15.  and 
16.  High  wattr  at  Deal :  Nov.  14  6  11  a.m.  and 
6  47  p  m.  ;  Nov.  15,  7  23  a.m.  and  7  55  p.m. ;  Nov. 
16,  8.2t  a.m.  and  8  51  p.m.— J.  R  chardson 
(B.S.AS.). 

Herne  Baj. — A  four-hook  competition  was  held 
here  on  Nov.  7,  fishing  from  10  30  to  3  o'clock, 
when  the  prize-winners  were  as  follows: — 1st,  Mr. 
Edwards,  21lb.  2  z. ;  2nd,  Miss  Whitford.  9lh.  8jz.  ; 
3'd,  Mrs.  Gill,  81b.  lOoz.  Whiting  fire  giving  very 
good  sport  just  at  resent,  and  run  a  very  good 
size.  A  peculiar  incident  occurred  on  Wednesday 
(Nov.  4).  When  several  members  were  fishing  in  the 
Gore  Channel,  Mr.  Moss  hooked  a  fine  whiting, 
which  broke  his  paternoster,  taking  the  hook  and 
gut  with  him ;  and  about  ten'minutes  afterwards 
Mr.  Boncey  hooked  the  same  fish,  with  the  hook 
still  in  him  and  the  gut  sticking  out  of  his  mouth, 
and  was  thereby  enabled  to  return  Mr.  Moss  his 
lost  property. — J.  G. 

Lowestoft.— Good  spo't  from  all  parts  of  the 
town  reported  during  ihe  past  week.  From  the 
Claremont  Pier  two  very  fine  cod  of  181b.  5oz  and 
171b.  have  been  taken,  any  amount  of  whiting, 
and  some  dabs.  Angling  from  boats  has  been 
exceptioi.ally  enjoyable,  the  sea  being  very  smooth 
and  sport  good.  Mr.  Sandbtcb  and  others  have 
had  cod  from  lllb.  down.  The  first  of  tl  e  com- 
petitions for  the  Jackson-Scott  Cup  takea  place 
to-day  (Tl  ursday),  ar.d  good  sport  may  be  expected. 

— H.  L.  FUELONGE. 

Penzance. — Fair  sport  genera'"y  with  whiting, 
gurnards,  and  an  rco<sionJ  cod  oc  ling  to  help  up 
the  ca'.cS.  On  Nov.  5,  Mr.  Barn'ooat,  v  ho  was 
fishing  with  me,  had  good  sport  with  two  cod,  which 
weighed  2  lib.  and  17ib.  resp3ctively.  This  week. 
60  far,  we  have  had  modera'e  N  W.  wind  ;  a  good 
many  boats  out  every  day. — J.  H.  Kowe  (B.S.  A.S.), 

Plymouth..— Sport  has  improved  during  the  last 
week,  and  the  weather  has  favoured  us.  The  bass 
are  still  about,  and  are  to  be  found  at  their  usual 
haunts.  The  red  india-rubber  sand-eel  accounted 
for  a  nice  basket  of  two  dozen  bass  last  week  at  the 
Yealm,  the  smallest  being  2lb.  weight.  The  same 
fisherman  also  had  a  nice  catch  of  pollack  during 
the  week  on  the  Black  Challenger.  A  few  baas 
have  also  been  taken  from  the  Promenade  Pier,  but 
the  principal  sport  now  is  for  emelt.  There  are 
occasionally  a  few  mullet,  but  they  are  uncertain 
feeders.  I  have  just  heard  that  bass  are  also  taking 
from  the  Laira  Bridge,  and  whiting  are  also  plentiful 
outside  the  break  water.— Wm  Heard  er  (B.S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate. — The  weather  has  varit  d  considerably 
during  the  week,  and  on  some  days  made  fishing  of 
all  kinds  very  uncomfortable.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  week  boat  fishing  was  very  good,  many  takes 
varying  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  score,  chiefly  whit- 
ing and  codling.  Since  Nov.  7  fewer  boats  have 
been  out,  and  the  average  per  boat  not  so  good.  I 
hear  of  a  nice  codling  of  7lb.  being  taken  from  the 
steamer  landing- stage,  with  a  good  number  of  whit- 
ing; from  the  Iron  Piar,  codling,  whiting,  with  a 
few  rather  small  bass,  but  no  notable  fish  ;  from 
the  West  Pier  whiting  and  a  few  codling  have  been 
landed,  the  whiting  tal  ing  much  better  after  dark. 
Wind  westerly  and  fomewhat  unsettled. — Grey 

MULLETT. 

Southwold  — During  the  past  week  the  sport  has 
been  excellent,  as  can  be  seen  below,  being  some  of 
the  principal  catche?.  On  Nov.  4,  Mr.  Simmonds, 
13J  b.;  Rev  Cuthbert,  15ilb.;  Mr.  Jones,  121b.;  Mr. 
Holmes,  121b  ;  Mr.  Wright  son,  161b.  (all  cau4ht 
before  lunch) ;  Mr.  H.  Moore  had  conger,  51b.  lloz. 
On  Nov.  5,  Mr.  Wrightson,  a  bag  of  32ib.;  Mr. 
Simmonds,  17lb.;  Mr.  Powditch,  271b.;  Mr.  Paddison, 
23ilb.;  Mr.  Simmonds  also  had  two  codling, 
5;b  and  31b.  respectively,  and  Mf.  Powditch  one 
of  4|lb.  On  Nov.  6,  Mr.  Wiightson  a  bag  of 
351b.,  Rev.  Father  Ma  on,  211b.  On  Nov. 
7,  Mr.  Jones,  161b.  (in  two  hours);  Mr. 
Holmes,  201b.  For  the  prize  competition,  Mr. 
Wrightson  took  (in  four  hours)  14lb.  15oz.,  heading 
the  thirty-four  anglers  who  weighed  in;  Mr.  Lane 
stood  second  with  lllb.  l3.z.  Mr.  A'dred  landed 
codling  of  S^lb.  On  Nov  3.  Mr.  Mitch  11  touk 
six!  y-eight  fish,  weighir  g  26IK  ;  Mr.  Lane,  eighty- 
two  weighing  30lb. ;  Mr.  G-<ldsmith,  bag  of  i;4lb. 
On  Nov.  9  Mr.  Wiightson,  25^1b. ;  Mr.  Critten, 
25lb.  ;  Mr.  Reeve,  16  b. ;  Mr.  Powditch,  181b.  ;  and 
Mr,  Jone?,  301b.  On  Nov.  10,  Mr.  Holmes  (morn- 
ing), 12ilb.  j  Mr.  Collett,  lljlb  J  Mf.  Powditch. 
lilb  ;  Rev.  Cuthbert,  101b.;  Mr.  Siaa-aoDd^,  8lb 


lloz,,  and  bag  of  whiting,  121b.  Pier  is  well 
patronised.  Prospects  remain  really  good. — L.  B. 
Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walmer. — The  sport  this  week  has  been  miit 
satisfactory,  and  many  anglers  who  had  left  c  wing 
to  the  bad  weather  have  returned.  The  sprats 
arrived  on  Nov.  9,  the  catches  being  excellent, 
from  15,000  to  25,000  per  boat  having  been 
reported.  Everything  looks  well  for  the  week-encl, 
but  most  of  the  angling  interest  here  just  now  ij 
centred  in  the  coming  B.S  A.S.  competition. — • 
Charles  Hussey  (B  S.A.  S.). 


Ilssociafiotts,  efc. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  Delegate  Meeting  will  he  held  on  Monday 
next  (Nov.  16),  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff,  Sac. 

The  Battersea  Park  Netting. 
The  netting  of  f  sh  at  Batters'a  Park  lake,  offered 
by  the  Pai  ks  Depfcrtrrent  of  the  London  County 
Council  to  th9  Anglers'  Association,  of  Cripp'ogate 
In^tit  it^,  Golden-Ian-?,  Barbican,  E.G.,  took  pi.  C3 
on  Tuesciay  and  Wednesday,  Nov.  3  and  4.  The 
chief  difficulty  was  the  trsniferr'ng  of  fish  from  the 
lake  to  suitable  placrs  in  the  river  Thames  ;  t  nl  in 
overcoming  tl  is  difficulty  the  Netting  and  Re- 
Stocking  Fund  Committee  have  to  thank  Mr.  R. 
Philipson,  the  secretary  to  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
for  his  very  valuable  co-operation  and  for  placing 
at  our  service  a  barge  ard  a  steam  launch, 
under  the  direction  of  Inspector  Rough  and  his 
son,  Jaraaa  Rough.  We  have  also  to  thatk 
the  superintendent  of  Battersea  Park  for  t'.  e  many 
kind  suggestions  made  by  him,  whereby  the  fish 
ware  removed  more  rapidly  from  the  lake  to  the 
barge  moored  off  Albert  Bridge.  The  netting  para- 
phernalia was  taken  to  the  park  on  Monday,  and 
the  netting  performed  by  that  old  and  well-known 
Association  netsman,  Mr.  J.  Huntley,  and  his  son, 
both  members  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling 
Society.  The  whole  of  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
till  9.30  a  m.,  was  devoted  to  netting  and  carrying. 
Calculdt'ons  had  been  carefully  made  to  suit  the 
tides.  The  launch  was  to  commence  towinp  at  10 
a.m  ,  but  owing  to  a  thick  fog  on  the  river — which,  of 
course,  had  been  omitted  from  our  ca'culations  — it 
was  not  safe  for  river  craft  to  be  moving 
until  the  fog  lifted  ;  consequently  some  three  hours 
of  the  tide  was  IjsS  rendering  it  impossible  to 
reach  even  Teddington  or  Twickenham,  where  it 
was  hoped  to  turn  the  fish  in.  Under  the?e  circum- 
stances, and  acting  upon  the  advice  of  Inspector 
Rough,  the  fish,  principally  carp  and  perch,  and 
estimated  to  weigh  between  three  and  four  tons, 
were  turned  in'o  the  river  at  Riahmond  Lock ; 
there  were  quite  three  hundred  carp  weighing 
between  3lb.  and  5'b.  each.  Haci  it  been 
possible  to  keep  the  fish  in  the  barge  and  gone 
up  on  the  next  tide,  it  would  have  been  done, 
but  the  small  bream  and  the  perch  were  dying, 
thus  making  it  absolutely  necessary  to  turn  the  lot 
into  the  river.  The  committee  congratulate  them- 
selves and  their  constituents  upon  the  success  of 
this,  their  first,  undertaking  in  having  to  deal  with 
tidal  waters,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
knowledge  gained  by  experience  will  enable  them 
to  carry  out  any  future  netting  of  a  similar  character 
with  greater  expedition.  Many  club  anglers  volun- 
tarily gave  their  assistance  during  the  operations, 
and  the  committee  beg  to  thank  the  members  of 
the  following  societies,  viz.  : — Sundial,  nine  ;  Wal- 
ham  Green,  six ;  Brompton,  four  ;  Hoxton  Brothers, 
three  ;  South  London,  three  ;  Allason  United,  two  ; 
Gresham,  two ;  Eagle,  one  ;  Good  Intent,  one ;  and 
Walworth  Waltonians,  one.  Peckham  Rye  Park 
Lake  ia  the  next  to  be  netted.— R.  G.  WoODBUFr, 
Secreta'-y. 

Challenge  Shield. 
The  results  of  the  third  round  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  Challenge  Shield  are  as  follows  : — Cam- 
bridge Heath  Bros,  beat  Royal  Oak  ;  Ealing  beat 
Duke  t  f  Norfolk ;  Sundi- 1  beat  Original  A'exandra  ; 
Harlesden  beat  Serapis ;  Eag'e  beat  Bostoniang ; 
Queen's  Piscatorialsbeat  EdmoLtm  and  Tottenham ; 
Good  Intent  beat  Walthamstow  Bros.  The  Carit  n 
drew  a  bye  in  this  round,  so  that  they  are  included 
with  the  winners  in  the  fourth  round,  the  draw  for 
which  took  place  on  Friday  evening,  at  the  B  U3 
Anrhor,  Chance-street,  Shoreditch.— F.  A.  Gray, 

Anglers'  Associ.\.tion  (No.  1  Eastern  Dist  ict). 
The  Cambridge  H  ath  Brothers  will  take  a  visit 
on  the  above  list  on  Mondaj',  November  16 — G. 
Manning. 

No.  2,  Eastern  District  Li8t.--Th3  next  return 
vi<;it  will  take  place  at  Wenlock  on  Tuesday  next, 
Nov.  17.  W.  Musgrave  (Amicable  Waltonians)  and 
F.  Newton  (Boston  Bros)  have  kindly  eonsentod 
to  take  ttio  ch'Air.-=H.  Heib,  Sc6. 
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Bbitish  Sea  Anqlebs'  Society. 
"  Our  Brother  the  Fish," — This  was  the  subject 
the  members  were  called  upon  to  consider  at  their 
meeting  on  Wednesday.  It  was  brought  before 
them  in  the  most  lucid  manner  by  Dr.  G.  Steele- 
Perkins.  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  occupied  the  chair. 
The  walls  were  covered  by  carefully  executed 
charts  and  most  admirably  drawn  sketches  of  the 
internal  economy  of  both  fish  and  man,  enabling 
the  lecturer  to  deal  in  the  most  simple,  and  there- 
fore most  perfect,  fashion,  with  what  in  other  hands 
might  have  necessitated  heavy  and  laboured  treat- 
ment. But  that  was  not  Dr.  Steele-Perkins'  manner, 
for,  to  a  spell-bound  audience,  he  combined  wit 
with  matter  with  a  subtle  skill  only  too  rarely 
found  in  a  lecturer  upon  a  subject,  scientific,  if 
anything.  Touchiog  lightly  upon  the  history  of 
our  world's  formation,  he  pointed  out  that  when  the 
earth  was  sufficiently  cooled  to  condense  the  steamy 
vapours,  which  then  surrounded  it,  into  fluid 
water,  fish  peopled  the  seas.  Commencing  with  the 
lower  forms,  the  Foraminiferte  diatoms — -the  jelly 
fish,  coral,  and  the  anemones — the  star  fish,  sea 
urchin,  and  wheel  anemone.until  the  worm,  lobster, 
and  crab  showed  further  development, — passing  by 
the  mussel,  cockle,  oyster,  limpet,  and  the  octopus, 
the  great  vertebrate  was  at  last  reached,  and  the  lec- 
turer announced  the  advent  of  what  he  was  forced 
to  admit  was  rather  our  ancestor  than  our  brother  ; 
it  should  rather  have  been  stated  as  our  father 
or  our  mother — he  was,  at  any  rate,  there  millions 
of  years  before  us,  or  we  should  not  have  been  here, 
and  his  characteristics  have  been  faithfully  handed 
down  to  us.  And  then,  in  rapid  succession,  the 
clioching  proofs  of  thi^  statement  fell  from  the 
doctor's  lips.  The  bones  of  the  skull,  he  pointed 
out,  corresponded  exactly,  varied  in  shape,  it  is  true, 
to  suit  the  requirements  of  each  case  ;  the  vertebral 
column,  again,  the  same :  the  man  stood  upright,  the 
fish  lay  on  his  belly  ;  the  arms,  again,  the  same  bones 
and  piocssses,  many  fish  having  even  colls  r  bones  : 
the  hind  limbs — the  pelvis  was  present,  and  the 
foot  bonss  were  there,  even  do,vn  to  the  phalanges 
— thigh  bones  and  the  double  tore  of  the  leg,  how- 
ever, at  sent — and,  as  the  lecturer  playfully  put  it, 
these  fish  knew  that  some  day  they  could  stand 
upright  as  man.  The  successive  developments  in 
the  bony  structuie  were  indicated.  Attention  was 
called  to  the  class  Dipnoi,  comprising,  as  the  most 
highly  -  developed  specimen,  the  mud  fish,  some 
of  which  do  walk  upon  their  strong  ventral 
fins.  The  muscular  syttem  was  also  identical,  the 
ends  of  the  muscles  being  attached  to  the  bones,  and 
by  their  contraction  giving  motion  to  them.  Their 
respiratory  system,  ft  was  shown,  provided  for  the 
same  purification  cf  the  blood  by  the  giving  off  of 
the  carbonic  acid  and  the  taking  of  the  oxygen 
from  the  air,  some  fishes  having  even  windpipe  and 
trachei,  the  wind-bladder  constituting  a  lung  and 
the  branchial  lamicae  and  capillaries.  The  cir- 
culatory system  was  demonstrated  as  being  again 
almcst  identical,  the  heart  in  both  cases  setting  the 
circulation  in  motion,  the  gills  doing  lung  duty  in 
oxygenating  the  blood  ;  the  main  diSerence  being 
that  the  fish's  heart  is  of  one  part  only,  while 
that  of  man  is  double  and  more  highly  developed. 
Digestion:  Yes,  the  fish  had  its  "little  Mary," 
and  made  use  of  it ;  also  the  pancreas,  intestinal 
canal,  and  even  the  appendix  of  the  human.  The 
fish's  suffering  under  the  ravages  of  appendicitis, 
was  most  laughably  indicated,  the  lecturer  claiming 
its  light  to  he  included  in  Society's  "smait 
set,"  even  upon  this  ground  alone.  The  breia  and 
the  nervous  system  of  both  fish  and  man  were 
very  carefully  compared  and  illustrated  by  clever 
drawings  ;  the  lecturer's  contention  was  firmly 
liveted  by  their  correspondence.  The  bases  of  the 
brains  were  compared,  and  the  development  of 
the  top  in  man  explained  as  being  necessitated 
by  the  heavy  strain  brought  to  bear  by  fiscal  opera- 
tions, company-promoting,  and  other  strenuous 
efforts  on  the  man  of  this  day.  The  fish  had  only 
to  live,  and  the  big  lower  {  art  of  his  brain  he  found 
sufficient  for  that  purpose.  The  olfactory  organs 
and  those  of  hearing  were  markedly  present.  It 
was  laughingly  agreed  all  round  that  "fish 
could  smsll,"  And  the  bro!  h^ihood  wa?  proved. 
Then  came  questions,  thick  and  fast.  Mr.  Cundy 
wanted  to  know  where  his  lateral  line  was.  Mr. 
Cox  complained  that  such  novel  doctrine  would  de- 
stroy the  society.  The  fratricidal  act  of  catching 
and  killing  one's  brother  was  little  else  than  a 
sacrilege,  whether  fish  feel  the  hook  and  are  paineJ 
thereby.  Why  do  some  fish  live  out  of  water  so 
much  longer  than  others?  Mr.  Rees  wanted  to  know. 
Mr.  Hyde,  alluding  to  the  barking  of  the  dogfish, 
wanted  to  know  if  they  had  vocal  organs.  All  these 
questions  were  duly  discussed  and  ultimately 
answered  by  the  lecturer,  to  whom  a  hearty  vote 
of  thinks  was  awarded  by  acclamation  ;  and  with 
thanks  to  the  chairman  the  meeting  closed.  It 
wsa  reported  that  between  250  and  30O  entries 
had  been  received  from  members  for  the  boat 
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fishing  competition  at  Deal  next  Saturday  till 
Monday,  the  prospects  for  which  were  most 
favourable.  The  reports  from  agent?  and  from 
members  were  very  full  and  favourable  as  to  the 
fishing  all  round  the  coast,  many  members  reporting 
good  sport.  The  subject  next  Wednesday  was 
announced  as  "  Hor33-Hair  and  other  Lines:  their 
Manufacture  and  Stability,"  by  T.  E,  Cundy,  E-iq., 
at  8  p.m. — Hon.  Reporter. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  meeting  at  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  10,  was  well  attended,  Mr,  C. 
Salisbury  presiding.  Fishing  reports,  however, 
were  not  of  a  very  extensive  character,  the  best 
result  being  that  of  Mr.  Beamont,  who,  fishing  the 
society's  water  in  Hertfordshire,  had  taken  several 
very  nice  roach  and  exceptionally  fine  dace.  It 
was  announced  that  the  fine  sea  rod  presented  by 
Mr.  Wichtendahl  would  be  awarded  as  a  prize  to 
the  ciptor  of  the  best  three  flatfish  taken  at  Leigh 
on  Saturday,  Nov.  14;  also  that  three  of  the 
society's  (smaller)  silver  medals  would  be  awarded 
for  best  three  roach,  chub,  and  dace  respectively 
at  the  competition  on  Nov.  24,  usual  C.L.P.S. 
conditions  to  be  observed.  Fish  taken  on  that 
occasion  would  also  be  eligible  for  the  society's 
large  medals,  and  further,  in  the  case  of  roach, 
might  take  Mr.  Warne's  prize,  or  the  "  Gilbert 
medal."  Much  other  business  having  been  trans- 
acted, the  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  closed  the  proceed- 
ings. In  last  week's  report  (by  an  oversight)  the 
catches  of  Mr.  Elsmore  and  Mr,  Wright,  at 
Burnham,  were  mixed  up  with  that  of  Mr.  Higgs, 
who  has  called  attention  to  the  mistake  that 
occurred. — Hon.  Sec, 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Nov.  10, 
under  the  presidency  cf  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  A  new 
member  was  elected,  and  another  proposed  for 
membership.  Mr.  F,  A.  Gray  brought  up  a  fine 
basket  of  fish  from  Kelvedon  ;  and  a  friend  fishing 
with  him  had  a  splendid  catch  of  capital  roach, 
whilst  Messrs.  Hayward  and  Gill  secured  good 
bags  from  the  same  place.  The  Deal  com- 
petition took  place  on  Nov,  7  and  Nov,  9, 
and  resulted  as  follows  :  — Mr.  Church,  forty-eight 
whiting,  291b.  ;  Mr.  Young,  191b.  whiting ;  Mr.  Zer- 
fass,  nineteen  whiting,  one  pout,  one  dab,  weight 
14lb.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Chasteney,  twenty  whiting,  121b. 
4oz.  ;  Mr.  Norman,  seventeen  whiting,  one  dab, 
weight  111b.  Other  members  went  down, 
but  their  catches  were  smaller.  A  large 
quantity  of  fish  were  taken,  but  as  all  whiting 
under  12ia,  are  thrown  out,  and  the  fish  "  ran " 
small,  the  individual  catches  appear  corre- 
spondingly less.  Several  members  secured  cod 
and  conger,  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned  a 
conger  of  Mr.  Briggs  of  13 Jib.  The  fishing  reports 
having  beea  concluded,  the  chairman  called  upon 
Dr.  Dyer  to  read  his  promised  paper,  entitled 
"  Fishing  in  the  Ardennes,"  and  for  the  rest  of  the 
evening  the  members  were  delighted  with  the 
doctor's  description  of  the  scenery  and  fishing  to 
be  obtained  in  this  charming  locality.  Routes, 
distances,  hotels,  cost  of  living,  proximity  of  fishing 
centres,  were  all  given,  and  the  fish  and  fishing 
described  at  considerable  length.  Long  before  the 
paper  ended  one  could  see  that  not  a  few  of  the 
members  had  made  up  their  minds  to  pay  a  visit 
to  this  delightful  spot  in  the  near  future.  A  dis- 
cussion followed,  and  further  information  elicited, 
which  has  been  carefully  recorded  for  future  refer- 
ence. A  most  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
Dr.  Dyer  for  his  admirable  paper,  replete  as  it  was 
with  matter  of  great  interest  lo  the  angler. — F.  E. 
Eldred,  Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBtTBY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Nov.  11.  After  the  routine  business  had  been  got 
through,  Mr,  A.  Smith  entertained  the  members 
with  the  relation  of  his  ".Siberian  Experiences."  In 
crisp,  pithy  sentences,  he  described  his  long  journey 
to  the  borders  of  China,  and  his  lucid  description 
enabled  his  hearers  to  realisa  more  accurately  the 
t  rue  appearance  s  and  happenings  in  these  far  parts 
than  they  would  do  from  a  long  course  of  reading. 
Especially  amusing  were  his  descriptions  tf  the 
ofiiLial  demand  for  passports  "at  the  sword  point," 
"Russian  Beds,"  "Netting  the  Rivers,"  "  Tlie 
Siberian  Watchman,"  while  his  observations  on  the 
varied  flora  and  fauna  were  extremely  interesting 
to  those  who3e  interests  trend  towards  natmal 
history.  Most  astonishing  of  all,  perhaps,  was  the 
fact  that  at  Omsk  he  actually  saw  in  Russian, 
"  Are  you  a  Mason  ?  "  It  is  hoped  that  the  reading 
will  shortly  be  issued  to  members  in  pamphlet  form. 
Needless  to  say,  the  reader  was  accorded  a  hearty 
and  unqutilified  vote  of  thanks.  Few  members  have 
taken  fish,  but  Mr.  Clements  reports  a  few  pike  up 
to  about  51b.,  Messrs.  Attwood,  Scholefield,  Pottsr, 
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and  G.  Paraons,  roach.  Messrj.  Scholefield  and 
Potter  won  their  heats  in  the  aemi-final  of  the 
c'ub  championship.  Absent  members  note  that 
there  is  an  outing  to  Barford  this  week-end. — G,  W. 
Piscatorial  Society, 
Mr.  Forster  Hardy  presided  over  Monday's  meet- 
ing, when  angling  experiences  were  of  a  more 
satisfactory  character  than  of  late.  Mr.  H.  H, 
Brown,  Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehn?- 
dorf,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  had  taken  between  them 
some  good  grayling  in  the  Itchen,  despite  the 
heavy  and  high  condition  of  the  water.  Unsettled 
weather  always  militates  against  sport  with 
Thymallus,  the  last  visit  of  one  member  to  the 
Kennet  resulting  in  an  utter  blank  so  far  as 
grayling  were  concerned.  With  the  barometer 
dodging  up  and  down  every  day,  grayling  will  not 
take  with  any  freedom.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had 
roach  at  Shiptake,  though  he  found  the  Thames 
tremendously  fast.  At  L^xbridge  Mr.  Foreter  Hardy 
took  some  nice  roach  and  perch.  The  annual  supper 
on  Monday  will  be  at  7.45  p.m.  sharp. — Hon.  Sec. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  first  pike  match  of  the  season  was  held  on 
Thursday  (Nov.  5)  at  Barton  Broad,  but  fish  were 
not  on  the  feed,  only  four  members  weighing  in —  Ist, 
Rev.  Pratt,  6|lb. ;  2nd,  H.  Boning,  6Jlb.  Five 
undersized  fish  were  returned  to  the  water  with  the 
society's  mark  attached  to  dorsal  fin.  Any  angler 
fishing  on  the  Norfolk  waters  and  taking  a  fish 
labelled  "G.Y.P.S.,"  will  greatly  oblige  by  com- 
municating with  the  Hon.  Sec,  Duke's  Head  Hotel, 
Great  Yarmouth. 


JEFFERSON  DOUBLED  THE  AREA  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  FOR  ONLY 
§15,000,000  BY  THE  LOUISIANA. 
PURCHASE. 

Nobody  could  have  foreseen  what  a  turmoil  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana  would  cause  in  the  L'nited 
States.  Jefferson  was  undoubtedly  dazed  when  the 
three  documents  concluding  and  sealing  that  pur- 
chase reached  him.  The  treaty  of  cession  was 
already  nearly  a  month  old  when  it  was  placed  before 
him.  There  was  no  time  to  send  word  to  Washing- 
ton from  Paris  and  ask  for  instructions  before 
closing  the  bargain.  Although  it  required  about 
thu'ty  days  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  events  were  crowd- 
ing upon  each  other  too  thickly  to  venture  on  a 
delay  so  great  before  concluding  the  sale  of  the 
French  province  to  a  power  on  the  western  side  of 
the  ocean.    The  deed  was  done. 

J efierson,  delighted  beyond  measure  at  the  succee.s 
of  his  envoys,  was  puzzled  to  discover  ways  and 
means  to  consummate  their  purchase  and  legalise 
their  action.  He  had  offered  to  buy  a  few  hundred 
acres  for  a  dockyard  and  place  of  deposit.  He  was 
to  have  handed  over  to  him  a  territory  equal  in 
extent  to  many  principalities.  He  had  been  autho- 
rised to  expend  two  millions  of  dollars  in  a  needed 
purchase  ;  he  found  himself  involved  in  a  transac- 
tion that  required  on  his  part  fifteen  millions.  A 
strict  constructionist,  and  believing  as  he  did  that 
the  purchase  of  foreign  territory  would  be  an  imcon- 
stitutional  act  on  his  part,  he  found  himself  bound 
in  honour  to  consummate  a  bargain  that  would 
double  the  area  of  the  United  States. 

At  this  time  the  Federalist  party  had  become 
merely  a  party  of  obstructionists.  Their  only  dis- 
tinct policy,  apparently,  was  to  oppose  everything 
proposed  by  the  RepublicarLs.  Their  cardinal  prin- 
ciple was  that  whatever  Jefferson  did  was  not  right. 
The  clamour  raised  by  the  announcement  that 
J efferson's  agents  in  Paris  had  bought  the  Province 
of  Louisiana  was  prodigious.  It  was  asserted  that 
the  purchase  contemplated  the  formation  of  a  new 
confederacy  which  should  include  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  and  the  lands  lying  immediately  east 
thereof.  Having  bought  an  empire,  they  asked, 
derisivelj',  who  is  to  be  emperor  of  the  newly- 
acquired  domain  ?  The  cost,  above  all,  the  cost  of 
this  vast  region,  was  regarded  as  monumental. 
Fifteen  millions  for  a  wortliless  wilderness  !  The 
bare  idea  was  preposterous. — From  "  How  We 
Bought  the  Great  West,"  by  Noah  Brooks,  in  the 
November  Scribner's. 


The  French  Government  has  definitely  decided  to 
send  a  certain  number  of  Brittany  fiishermen  to 
North- West  Africa  to  fish  on  "  the  banks  of  the 
Arguin."  At  the  same  time  a  scientific  expedition 
will  be  despatched  to  study  the  fish  wealth  of  these 
famous  banks,  which  are  among  the  wealthiest  cod 
resorts  in  the  world,  Newfoundland  not  excepted. 
France  acquired  this  fishery  from  England  in  1678, 
and  long  hydrographical  research  in  1809  resulted  in 
disclosure  of  the  abundant  fish  life  in  these  wat«ra. 
Arguin  is  situated  some  six  days  from  Bordeaux, 
and  is  quite  close  to  the  Senegal. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  14,  1903 


Laugh  and  the  world  laughs  with  you, 
Wtep  and  you  weep  alone  ; 
For  the  sad  old  earJi  his  to  borrow  its  mirth. 
For  it's  sorrow  enough  of  its  own.  — T.  E.  B. 


The  Greshamites  have  a  little  sea-8shing  outiog 
"  all  on  their  own  "  onc^  a  year,  and  on  Saturday 
and  Monday  they  were  fishing  at  Deal.  A  par- 
functory  glance  at  their  report  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  they  met  with  no  great  success — but 
this  view  would  be  wrong.  The  Gresham  minimum 
stindard  for  whiting  is  12in.,  and  ia  the  recent 
competition,  for  every  fish  retained  some  seven  were 
sent  back  to  grow  larger.  '•  Quality,  not  quantity," 
is  the  Gresham  motto — and  not  a  bad  motto  f  jr  an 
angler  to  live  up  to  either. 


"  LiF£  without  Art  !  "  We  all  knaw  that  Rusk'n 
said  the  man  who  lived  a  life  without  art  was  not 
cnly  "a  little  lower  than  the  ansrels,"  but  not  much 
above  the  brjtes.  Thanks  to  "The  Fine  Arts  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  Limited"  (London:  Wm.  Heinemann, 
Bedford-street,  Strand),  there  can  now  be  art  of  the 
highest  cldSi  in  every  home.  "  Great  Masters,"  the 
new  publication  of  beautiful  pictures,  will  enable 
t  le  connoisseur  of  humble  means  to  possess  lovely 
examples  of  Gainsborough,  Rambrandt,  Botticelli, 
llolbein,  and  other  great  artists.  Four  picture^  for. 
fi  ve  shillings  !  all  fit  for  the  palace.  Wonderful  i'  It 
i<  impossible  to  over-es'i.nate  the  influence.for  good 
t'lese  beautiful  pictures  will  have.  Number  2  makes 
vou  thankful  that  you  started  with  Number  1,  and 
k^feps  you  in  a  state  of  expectant  impatience  for 
Number  3, 


EvEKYONE  who  was  present  at  Dr.  Steele-Per- 
kins' lecture  at  the  B.S  A.S.  on  Wednesday,  like 
myself,  greatly  enj  lyed  the  intellectual  treat  the 
worthy  doctor  had  pro.id3d  for  our  delectation. 
The  matter  of  the  lecture  was  most  excslleat,  and 
('o3ply  scientific  as  much  of  it  necessarily  was,  the 
doctor  adapted  the  manner  of  its  expositioa  to  a 
non-scientific  audience  so  admirably  that  every  one 
clearly  understood  the  subjeat ;  and  he,  moreover, 
brightened  his  paper  with  several  humorous  allu- 
sions which  mighti  y  amused  his  audience,  who  all 
expressed  themselves  aj  very  desirous  of  hearing 
Dr.  Steele-Perkins  again — all  of  which  things  are  as 
thoy  should  be ;  and  so  congratulations,  doctor. 


WiTHO-T  a  doubt  we  live  in  an  age  of  compati- 
1  on.  On  the  15th,  while  sea  anglers  are  comjjeting 
for  the  blue  riband  of  the  B:S.A  S.  with  old  Father 
Neptune  at  Deal,  "  Ben  "  Abrahams  will  be  superin- 
t  nding  his  third  annual  competition  with  old 
Father  Thames  at  R  ohmond.  There  are  nearly 
sixty  prizes  to  be  competed  for.  This  competition 
is  opej  to  all  comsrs— that  is,  you  need  not  belong 
t )  an  angling  society.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  pay 
one  shilling  entrance  fee,  and  start  fishing  as  soon 
as  you  get  the  order  to  "go."  The  tides  serve  very 
uicely,  and,  given  favourable  weather,  "Ben" 
should  have  a  record  entry.  I  wish  him  all  the 
success  he  deserves. 


For  the  convenience  of  exhibitors  to  the  National 
f  nl  Stanley  Cycle  Shows  at  the  Crystal  Palaie  and 
Agricultuial  Hall,  on  Nov.  20  to  28,  a  special 
1  Krou^h  train  will  be  run  to  the  Crystal  Palace, 
S  E.  &  C  R.  (for  the  National  Show),  and  St.  Pancras 
(lor  the  Stanley  Show,  As^ricultural  Hall),  with 
<  xhibils  on  WeJnesday  night,  November  18,  as 
f  )llows  :— Wolverhampton  (High  Level)  dep.  10.45 
p  m.  ;  Walsall  (Midland)  dep.  11.20  p.m.  ;  Birming- 
)  am  (New  Street)  dep.  12  5  midnight;  Crystal 
Palace  (High  Level)  arr.  4.22  a.m.  ;  St.  Pancras 
«rr.  3.40.  Further  information  respecting  the 
transit,  charges,  etc.,  for  exhibits  can  be  obtained 
on  application  to  T.  Eaton,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Derby. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Lychnobite 
A.S.  takes  place  at  sevdn  o'clock  this  evening 
(Saturdav),  at  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  Fleet- 
btreet.  I  uaderstand  that  important  business  will 
be  on  the  tapis,  and  that  a  change  of  officers  is  not 
unlikely. 


In  speaking  of  the  recent  netting  of  Battersea 
Park  Lake  last  week,  1  give  every  praise  to  the 
L.C.C.  and  the  Anglers'  Association,  also  to  Chief- 
Inspector  Rough,  whom  I  described  as  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  I  ought  to  have  said  "of  the  Thames 
Conservancy."  Tho  cffiaal  report,  kindly  sent  by 
Mr.  Woodruff,  the  secretary  of  the  Ang!e  s'  As-:o- 
ciation,  appears  on  another  page. 


The  Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Association 
announce  their  annual  compstition  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  21,  1903,  the  proceeds  to  be  given  to  the  Trout 
Re-Stocking  Fund  for  the  Thames.  Entrance  fee.  Is. 
From  Sunbury  Lock  to  West  Surrey  Waterworks! 
to w-p  ith  side  only.  Over  twenty  prizes  given  by 
local  gentlemen.  Fishing  from  1.30  to  5  0;  weigh 
ii  at  6.0  at  the  headquarters,  ths  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Walton-on-Thames.  Smoking  concert  and  pre- 
sentation of  prizes  at  7  p.m.  sharp.  This  competi- 
tion is  open  to  all  comers.  George  Edmunds  is  the 
hon.  sec. 


MESSB5.  SiBSON,  of  Waterloo-street,  L  icesier, 
when  opening  a  box  of  fish  at  their  shop  on  Nov.  7,' 
came  across  a  specimen  of  the  finny  tribe  which 
was  quite  unknown  to  them.  It  was  afterwards 
identified  as  Coregonus  oxyrhynchus,  or  houting, 
which  is  probably  a  Dutch  corruption  of  the  word 
whiting.  This  rare  species  is  an  inhabitant  of  the 
North  Sea,  but  two  or  three  times  during  the  last 
twenty-five  years  it  has  found  its  way  into  British 
waters.  It  has  a  curious  prolonged  snout,  from 
which  the  scieatiSc  name  is  derived.  The  speci  nen 
will  be  preserved  and  added  to  the  collection  of 
fishes  at  the  Leicester  Museum. 


The  prizes  won  ia  the  recent  Windsor  com- 
petition were  distributed  on  Monday  evening  at  the 
George  and  Dragon,  Clerkenwell,  by  Mr.  Levien, 
ably  assisted  by  a  large  staff  of  willing  workers'. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  the  amount  which  will  be 
handed  over  to  the  A, B.S. 


Hail!  Ho  ! 

Sail  !  Ho  I 
Ahoy  !    Ahoy  !    Ahoy  ! 

Who  calls  to  me. 

So  far  at  sea  ? 
Only  a  little  boy  ! 

Sail !  Ho  !  . 

Hail  !  Ho  ! 
The  sail  he  sails  the  soa  ; 
I.  wish  he  would  capture  a  little  sea-horse 
And  send  him  home  to  me. 

I  wish,  as  he  sails 

Through  the  tropisal  gales. 
He  would  catch  me  a  sea-bird,  too. 

With  its  silver  wings. 

And  the  song  it  sings. 
And  its  breast  of  down  and  dew  ! 

I  wish  he  would  catch  me 

A  little  mermaid. 
Some  island  where  he  landi^. 

With  her  dripping  curls. 

And  her  crown  of  pearls, 
And  the  looking-glass  in  her  hands  ! 

Hail !  Ho  ! 

Sail  !  Ho  ! 
Sail  far  o'er  the  fabulous  main  ! 

And  if  I  were  a  sailor, 

I'd  sail  with  you. 
Though  I  never  sailed  back  again. 

— Ryley. 


There  is  a  Perth  in  Western  Australia  an  i  another 
one  nearer  home.  The  first  named  Perth  is  famous 
for  kangaroos,  gold,  mutton,  grapes,  and  Jarrah 
wood,  but  the  other  Perth  is  much  more  famous  as 
the  habitat  of  th  )  "Scone  Park  Anglers,"  These 
gent  emen  had  a  jolly  time  the  '^other  evening  at 
their  annual  supper,  with  Mr.  William  Robertson 
in  the  chair,  and  Lord  Provost  Love,  Bailies  Brand, 
Grieve,  Barlas,  and  other  distingiii;h:d  guests 
p  esent. 

*  *  *  * 

In  graceful  terms  the  chairman  expressed  grati- 
tude to  Lord  Mansfield  who  generously  allowed 
them  many  and  valuable  privileges.  All  knew  how 
difficult  it  was  to  get  good  salmon  fishing,  and  so 
they  -had-good  reason  to  be  grateful  to  Lord  Mans- 
field for  the  enjoyment  of  one  of  the  finest  waters 
in  Scotland.  The  beauties  of  these  waters  Mr. 
Robertsoa  described  in  a  series  of  word-pictures, 
vivid  and  poetical.  Lord  Provost  Love  and  other 
speakers  paid  a  tribute  to  the  officials  of  the  club, 
and  reports  8S  to  condition  and  prospects  showed 
these  complimen's  were  well  deseri^ed. 


Henry  Lee,  farrier  and  naturalist,  and  in  pisci- 
culture Frank  Buckland's  congenial  rival,  extolled 
the  pilchard,  which,  in  his  opinion,  had  but  one 
fault.  "  A  most  dehcious  fish,"  said  he  one  day  at 
the  Junior  Garrick,  "but  unfortunately  it  won't 
kipper." 


A  LADY  once  asked  a  friend  what  would  bo  a 
gool  name  to  give  hor  ne^  pet  do^.  "Tonic," 
ars  Te  e  l  the  friend,  without  a  moment's  hesitation  ; 
"  for  it  is  EU'e  to  bo  a  mixture  of  bark,  steal,  and 
whine." 


From  James  Handerson  &  Sons,  Red  Lion  Court, 
I  have  received  the  Pictorial  Comedy  for  November. 
Always  bright  and  aoiunag,  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  month  s  number  is  even  batter  than  usual.  It 
is  full  of  clever  illustrations  and  light-hearted  fun. 
The  "Gibson  Girl"  should  win  the  hearts  of  all 
good  aaglers.  and  make  them — evjr  gallant  as 
fisherman  are — anxious  to  assist  beauty  in  distress. 
At  least  that  is  my  way  of  thinking,  and  I  advise 
them  to  b  ly  the  Pictorial  Comedy  and  see  for 
the.nselves.  If  you  cannot  bring  hjme  a  Miss 
Goelet  with  twenty-five  millions,  you  ca  i  sec  ire  a 
"  Gibson  Girl  " — worth  having,  I  assure  you. 


My  lover  had  a  stately  ship 

With  sailors  twanty-throe. 
And  on  a  day  ho  sailed  away 

Across  t  ie  western  sea. 
But  the  sea  rose  up  and  a  moaning  wind, 

And,  gazing  from  the  shore, 
I  saw  his  ship  with  a  broken  mast, 

And  then  1  saw  no  more.  — H.  A* 


The  almanack,  not  the  state  'of  the  weat'ier, 
give)  me  a  gent'e  hint  th  .t  Christmas  is  nigh 
When  I  ee )  the  mess  the  clerk  of  the  weather  has 
made  of  it,  I  might  almost^doubt  the  almanack,  but 
Christmas  must  be  ni^h,  for  here  I  am  lookinj  at 
the  beautiful  Christmas  and  New  Year's  cards  sent 
out  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Blogg,  of  the  Rilaigh  Part 
Bazaa",  Brixton  Hill,  S.W.,  and  Abbeville  Road, 
Clapham.  There  is  no  excuse  for  you  if  you  fail  to 
gladd  -n  the  hearts  of  all  your  friends  with  charming 
pictorial  Christ  nas  g  -eetings,  for  Mr.  Blogg  sella 
"The  Matchless  Box  " — 25  beautiful  cards  for  oni 
shilling  —  and  "The  Ra'eigh  Box" — very  extra 
superior — for  two  shillings,  one  and  two,  and  two 
and  three,  post  free — there  you  see  they  make  me 
break  out  into  pootry.  For  a  small  outlay  you  can 
get  these  assortments  of  the  very  beet  cards,  and 
with  the  cards  a  four-fold  floral  c  ilendar  is  given 
away.  Mr,  Blogg  makes  you  wish  to  upsjt  this 
calendar  at  once  ani  bring  Christmas  and  its  cards 
round  two  or  three  times  a  year. 


One  day  last  week,  Mr.  Max  A.  Wrijht,  a  membar 
of  tha  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society,  when  fishing  in 
company  with  Mr.  G,  H.  Sutton,  also  of  the  Cardiff 
Pis3atorial  Society, 'in  a  privato  la'ie  near  Cardiff, 
hooked  and,  after  nearly  twenty  minutes'  play, 
landed  a  pike  weighing  17flb.  The  fish,  which  is 
probab'y  the  largest  one  caught  in  Glamorganshire 
for  some  years  past,  was  taken  on  snap-tickle,  the 
bait  used  being  a  small  dace.  It  was  of  splendid 
proportions,  measuring  40J^in.  in  lengt  i  and  7ia.  in 
depth.  It  was  not,  ho«fever,  in  the  best  oi  con- 
dition, or  it  would  have  scaled  31b.  or  4ib.  more. 
Half  a  dozen  other  fish,  the  largest  61b.  I4oz  ,  helped 
to  make  up  a  capital  morning's  sport. 


Anglers,  when  they  make  up  their  minds,  set 
about  the  business  in  hand  quickly. 

"I'm  tired  of  this  inglorious  eise," 
Cried  Tom — "So  off  across  the  seas; 
O.i  Africa's  veldt  I'll  soon  lay  low, 
With  vengeful  arm,  the  miscreant  foe." 
At  twelve  that  night  his  pals  discover 
The  gallant  man  already  half  seas  over. 


"Let  me  seo,"  said  the  nurse  to  a  sick  man; 
"  the  doctor  said  one  teaspoonful  every  ten  minutes. 
That  makes  six  every  hour ;  say  sevanty-t  wo  during 
the  night  I  shall  give  hicn  seventy-two  spoonfuls 
right  avay,  and  have  a  chance  to  get  a  littio  sleep 
myself." 


One  night  Theodore  Hook  was  convulsing  a 
company  with  laughter  at  his  witty  songs  and  jokes. 
"  Och !  Mr.  Hook,"  said  an  Irishman  (an  angler). 
"  Och  I  Mr.  Hook,  you're  a  jewel.  Be  jabers,  you're 
the  hook  that  nobody  can  bait." 


"Capiantxtb  Abundine  PrsjES."  This  is  not 
swearing  in  "Esperanto,"  but  the  motto  of  tho 
B.S.  A  S.  It  will  be  vary  much  in  force  at  Daal  on 
Saturday,  Sun  lay,  and  Mon  lay.  As  already  fully 
annouaced,  the  members'  competition,  fishing  from 
boats,  will  t  ike  place.  The  number  of  entries  is 
very  large,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  great 
success.  At  Hastings  the  only  boat  I  could  get  was 
up  a  back  street,  bat  Saturday  will  (D.V.)  present 
another  picture.  Tlie  weather  will  be  balmy,  with 
soft  zephyrs  ;  a  figure  in  immaculata  evening  dress 
and  opera  hat  will  be  teon,  with  two  attendants 
busy  taking  the  fish  from  the  hook  as  fast  as  they 
can  be  pulled  in.  On  c'ose  inspection  this  successful 
angler  will  be  recogni93d  as  Dragnet. 
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Pfovifieial  flfiglifig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  am  pleased  to  repwrt  that  both  the  Severn  and 
Avon  are  getting  into  condition  agaia.  The  same 
remark  also  applies  to  our  other  smaller  rivers  in 
the  Midlands.  Under  these  circumstances  sport 
should  now  improve.  It  has  been  at  a  standstill 
for  some  few  wf  eks  now,  and  our  members  will  not 
be  slow  to  make  the  best  of  the  welcome  change. 
The  Avon  in  the  upper  reaches  is  in  nice  condition 
for  roach  fishing ;  it  has  got  down  to  its  normal 
level,  and  is  a  good  coljur.  Stewed  wheat  and 
the  small  red  worm  are  the  best  baits  to  be 
used  on  the  Severn.  The  worm  will  be  found 
to  be  the  best  killing  bait,  but  the  roach  are  partial 
to  the  white  paste.  The  caiala  during  the  past 
week  or  so  have  been  patronised  very  much,  but 
the  fish  have  run  small.  The  Stratford,  Warwick, 
Fazeley,  and  Alrewas  canals  have  been  visited,  and 
the  sport  has  been  up  to  the  average.  Oar  local 
pools  have  been  fished,  but  sport  has  been  very 
quiet.  The  Earlswood  Reservoir  is  being  restocked 
again.  Thi3  water,  from  the  quRntity  of  fish  that 
has  lately  been  put  in,  should  be  one  of  the  best 
waters  in  the  Midlands.  The  best  pike  taken 
duiiog  the  past  week  was  one  that  weighed  over 
121b. ;  it  W8s  taken  from  the  river  Blythe  at 
Whitacre  by  Mr.  G.  Cranmer.  The  Aston  Old 
Cottage  Society  will  hold  a  special  meeting  on 
Dec.  7,  to  elect  their  officers  for  the  ensuing  j  e  ir 
and  to  make  their  fixtures  for  contests,  etc.  The 
Dudley  Castle  Society  fish  a  bye-cjntest  on  Nov.  15 
at  Rugeley,  and  the  All  Saints  will  also  fish  a  bye- 
contest  on  the  same  date  in  their  club  water, 
the  river  Alne,  at  Aston  Canblow.  The  Hockley 
Piscatorials  have  decided  to  give  up  Moseley 
New  Pool  and  look  oat  for  a  stretch  of 
good  river  water  that  will  give  better  sitis- 
faction  to  the  member's.  The  Spon  Laae  Society 
held  their  third  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday 
evening  last ;  after  the  good  things  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  the  president,  Mr.  J.  Onslow,  presented 
prizes  to  the  value  of  £21  won  during  the  past 
season.  The  members  of  the  society  have  had  a 
good  season,  two  of  them  having  weighed  in  over 
fifty  pike.  The  Sutton  Coldfield  Society  have  had 
a  very  successful  year  ;  they  have  a  balance  in  hand, 
after  pajing  all  liabilities,  of  £14.  I  am  sorry  to 
record  the  death  of  Mr.  C.  Hookway,  the  late 
secretary  of  the  Bellbarn  Society,  and  Mr.  Wagstei?, 
of  the  Aston  Manor  Society  ;  the  latter  gentleman 
was  once  the  holder  of  the  association  challenge 
cup. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Last  week's  exceptionally  fine  weather  brought 
out  quite  a  number  of  rods,  and  some  very  satis- 
factory spjrt  was  obtained.  The  Witham  was 
largely  patronised,  and  pike  fishing  was  particuUrly 
remunerative.  On  the  Kirkstead  and  Dogdyke 
lengths  bo'h  the  live  bait  and  spinning  methods 
accounted  for  fish  weighing  up  to  101b.,  and  one  rod 
alone  killed  four  fish  scaling  21|lb.  Roach  and 
perch  also  fed  very  well,  the  first-named  taking  the 
maggot  bait  and  the  latter  the  dew  worm  with  much 
avidity.  Several  bags  weighed  from  101b.  to  151b., 
and  single  roach  scaled  up  to  a  pound  each.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Forty-foot,  the  streams  in  the 
Boston  district  were  not  so  largely  patronised  by 
visitors,  but  a  number  of  local  rods  were  at  work. 
The  Forty-foot  is  now  getting  into  fine  ply,  and 
good  sport  should  be  had  with  the  big  pike  which 
its  waters  contain. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  is  now  in  very  fair  order,  and  sport 
on  the  whole  has  been  good  in  most  parts  during 
the  past  week.  Some  very  good  roach  have  been 
taken  at  Brigham,  Hempholme,  Snakeholme,  and 
other  favourite  resorts  of  the  roach  fishermen,  both 
maggots,  paste  and  barley  accounting  for  fair 
baskets  of  fish,  several  going  from  fib.  to  lib.  each 
being  taken  during  the  week.  A  few  good  fish 
have  also  been  taken  in  the  tidal  waters  at  Leven 
Lock.  Arram  Beckend,  Hull  Bridge,  and  Figham. 
Spojt  has  also  improved  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  during  the  week,  and  from  the  top  ponds 
several  good  roach,  perch,  and  pike  have  been 
creeled,  live-bait  fishing  for  the  latter  proving  very 
successful.  Some  decent  mixed  bags  of  fish  have 
also  been  taken  in  the  Brigg  district  of  the 
Ancholme,  and  on  the  Ludd  sport  continues  first 
class  for  the  time  of  year. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Last  Satjida/  tha  Fatlsworth  and  Dist.-ict  A. A. 
h  Id  their  annual  meeting.  Despite  the  wretched 
summer  seaaon  they  have  managed  to  go  through 
with  credit.    Mr.  Fletcher  has  won  the  specimen 


prize  with  a  pike  41b.  13oz.  The  gross  weight  for 
priz3S  during  the  season  is  631b.  14Joz.,  against 
961\  ISoz.  in  1902.  A  strong  executive  has  been 
elected,  and  the  association  is  strong  in  every 
department.  At  last  there  is  a  prospejt  cf  ths 
Bollin  getting  into  a  condition  parm'tting  fishing, 
and  probably  by  the  time  theio  notes  a?e 
in  print  will  have  been  exte.isively  fishad. 
Last  week-end  the  locals  at  Warrington  were  busy 
collecting  fish  for  waters  in  which  they  have  a 
vested  interest.  Their  efforts  were  highly  satisfac- 
tory. Bolton  i^  quietly,  but  surely,  getting  a 
reputation  for  influence  in  angling  matters.  In  the 
National  Federation  of  Anglers  they  have  secured 
the  offices  of  treasurer  and  secretary,  and  now 
follow  the  offices  of  treasurer,  secretary,  and  audi- 
tor of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association.  The 
Liverpool  anglers  are  still  very  active,  and  their 
doings  are  of  an  interesting  character. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Anglers  are  still  grumbling  at  the  weather.  Cer- 
tainly we  have  h  d  a  little  variation  from  con- 
tinuous rain,  bat  fog  was  the  alternating  state  of 
thi  igs,  aad  now  it  is  rain  again.  It  ii  a  positive 
fact  that  you  can  spend  houis  in  the  company  of 
angle's  and  never  hear  the  sport  mentioned.  Any 
other  top'c  or  sport  is  discussed,  but  the  "fijhcal  " 
question  seldom.  The  North  Manchester  A.S.  have 
decided  to  try  a'd  do  some  g  ol  work  for  others. 
They  l  ave  decided  toj  provide  a  cup  to  be  fished 
for  annually,  and  the  proceeds  are  to  be  given 
to  fOTie  charitable  object.  As  th'reara  seven  clubs 
in  North  Ma  .cheitsr  thsre  should  be  no  difficulty, 
and  the  subscripti  n  list  is  headed  w.th  substantial 
amoun-s.  "Ihj  thirteenth  acinial  meeting  of  the 
Levens-hulme  A.S.  was  he'd  on  Nov.  9,  and  like  a  1 
its  prede  ejsori  was  highly  satisfajtiry.  They  have 
e'ejted  en  efficient  executive,  in  wh'ch  are  a  note- 
worthy lob  of  re-elections.  The  raport  and  balaice- 
sheet  were  acceptable  to  the  members,  and  it  ii 
pleasing  to  note  that  ssveral  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  library,  and  a  very  handsome  cise  of 
mounted  trout  to  their  tropliiis.  Nov.  26  is  the 
date  fixed  for  tha  dinner  and  presantation  of  prizes. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Since  the  fining  down  of  the  Trent  and  its  tribu- 
taries, the  backwaters  have  claimed  a  good  deal  of 
attention  at  the  hands  of  those  devoted  to  pike 
fishing.  It  was  argued  that  after  the  floods  they 
were  bound  to  hold  plenty  of  fish.  Live  bait  havf> 
been  in  great  demand,  and  they  have  accounted 
for  many  h  .ndsome  spacimens.  The  "  b«cks  "  at 
Weston,  Sbardlow,  Barton,  Clifton,  Holms  Pierre- 
pont.  West  Stoke,  Hoveringham,  Hazleford  (on  the 
island),  Farndon  (Flagfield),  and  Kelham  have  all 
yielded  sport,  and  a  Derbyshire  sportsman  has  the 
credit  of  having  run  and  landed  a  14  pounder  in 
one  of  the  ponds  near  Trent  station.  At  Shipley 
Mr.  F.  Garratt  and  Mr.  T.  Barnett,  of  Nottingham, 
have  sacured  six  or  seven,  and  ia  ih)  early  days  of 
the  week  eleven  were  got  by  trolhng  from  a  punt 
at  the  upper  end  of  Clifton  Grove.  The  dens  a  fog 
in  the  closing  days  of  list  week  hampered  all 
classes  of  angle's,  and  those  who  ventured  on  long 
journeys  heartily  wished  themselves  back  at  home. 
The  like  hid  not  been  experienced  for  many  years 
past.  Roach  have  shown  a  fair  amount  of  sport, 
chiefly  to  gentlee,  at  Clifton,  Wilford  (lower  section), 
Barton,  Trent  Lock  (south  bank),  and  Sawlay, 
where  Mr.  J.  Bailey  bagged,  besides  the  species 
named,  twenty  very  choice  perch.  Thesa  were 
attracted  by  worm.  Of  recent  seasons  there  seems 
to  have  been  an  unusual  scarcity  of  perch  in  the 
river ;  anyway,  they  are  seldom  taken  like  they 
used  to  be.  Darby  enthusiasts — mambers  of  the 
Pride  of  Derby  Club — have  fared  well  amongst 
roach  near  the  Horse  Bridge,  leading  up  to  Shardlow 
village  ;  and  more  has  been  doing  amongst  ganeral 
fish,  also  pike,  on  the  Grantham  and  Nottingham 
Canal. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  very  fine  weather  for  the 
time  of  year,  the  floods  have  passed  away,  and  the 
rivers  are  down  to  within  a  foot  of  their  winter  level, 
and  are  in  very  fair  fishing  condition,  The  pika 
fishermen  have  dona  well  so  far  as  quanlioy  are 
concerned,  but  the  fish  ^have  run  small.  Capital 
baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken 
with  maggot  and  paste,  and  some  very  fair 
sport  had  among  the  grayling  with  the  maggot ; 
little  done  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Martin  Perks 
had  a  splendid  basket  of  coarse  fish  caught  with 
the  maggot,  weighing  19|lb.  Mr.  Thomas,  16Mb  , 
with  the  same  bait.  Mr.  T.  ProA*er  took  five  brace 
of  very  fine  grayling,  and  several  trout,  which,  of 
course,  were  returned  to  the  water,  very  much  out 
of  condition.  Mr.  Millington  also  had  some  nice 
grayling.  In  another  week,  should  the  weather 
keep  dry,  we  may  expect  very  good  sport,  so  few 
fish  having  been  taken. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  prospects  have  brightened  with  the  im- 
provement in  the  weather,  the  rivers  having 
assumed  their  normal  proportions.  There  has  been 
some  successful  roach  fishing  ia  the  Ouse,  Mr.  Wm. 
Henderson  and  Mr.  Wyrill  having  had  good  catches 
of  fine  fish  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bishopthorpe. 
Mr.  Mennel  fared  well  at  Stamford  Bridge  on  Nov 
7.  nice  roach  and  perch  being  taken  in  the  Derwent. 
Very  little  is  recorded  in  the  way  of  pike,  the 
weather  being  too  mild.  Grayling  fishing  is  engag- 
ing much  attention  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Wharfe,  Ure,  Swale,  and  Nidd.  Pocklington  Canal 
and  many  of  the  private  lakes  around  York  also 
afford  good  facilities  for  sport. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been  mild  and 
genial  generally  throughout  the  country,  and 
spawning  has  gone  on  under  very  favourable 
conditions  on  those  waters  where  it  has  commenced. 
So  far,  nothing  has  been  heard  of  poachers,  but  aa 
a  rule  very  little  poaching  is  done  anywhere  before 
December,  when  much  harm  is  done,  on  many  of 
the  southern  waters  especially,  by  gangs  of  organised 
poachers.  A  meeting  of  the  Waterville  Fishery 
Conservators  was  held  at  Waterville  court  bouse  on 
Monday  last,  when  the  election  of  clerk  and  in- 
spector was  proceeded  with.  Strange  t)  say, 
during  the  election  the  public  were  not  admitted. 
Mr.  R.  O.  Sloane,  a  superannuated  sergeant  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  was  elected.  Afterwards 
the  board  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  winter 
water-bailift-i. 


llofes  from  tf)e  ITorf^. 


Mb.  Hugh  McDonald,  factor,  Ellon  Cast'e 
craeled  four  fine  salmon  on  the  closing  day  on  that 
most  prolific  salmon  and  sea-trout  stream  the 
Ythan,  Abardeenshire.  Since  thefe  waters  came 
under  the  enlightened  management  of  Mr.  McDonald, 
some  ten  years  ago,  the  little  river  has  steadily  beat 
to  the  front,  and  bids  fair  to  be  the  best  salmon 
stream  in  tha  kinglom  fcr  its  siza.  Nothing  can 
touch  it  for  sea-trout. 


The  Aberdeen  Rock  Anglers'  Association  brought 
their  season  to  a  close  on  Nov.  7,  but  judging  from 
the  number  of  rods  still  seen  at  the  favourite  spots 
here  and  there  along  the  coast,  their  "  closure  "  is 
merely  official.  Yet  they  had  a  marry  meeting  at 
the  wind  up. 


For  the  pink  of  sea-angling,  few  places  on  the 
east  cofist  can  compare  with  Cruden  Bay,  th3 
famous  golf  centre,  and  close  to  Slains  Castle,  the 
seat  of  the  Earl  of  Erroll.  Of  the  great  crowd  of 
visitors  annually  putting  in  the  autumn  here,  few, 
if  any,  surely  know  of  the  possibilities  of  the  spot. 
At  times  the  fish  can  be  picked  out  aa  fast  as  the 
bait  can  be  put  in. 


I  hear  that  several  Donside  shootings  and  fishings 
are  in  the  market  that  have  hitherto  been  preserved. 

Mr.  Harry  Duncan  writes  me  from  the  Cabrach, 
Deveronside  :  "The  general  sport  up  here  has  not 
been  good,  and  most  of  the  fish  were  to  the  worm. 
After  the  month  of  September,  salmon  are  ecarcely 
worth  taking  out  of  the  Deveron  up  here ;  they 
are  black  and  brown,  and  anything  but  clear." 

Mr.  Elmsie,  Aberdeen,  had  a  good  time  of  it  on 
the  Don  this  autumn.  On  the  last  day  out  he 
would  have  lost  a  very  fine  fish  had  it  not  been  for 
the  kind  help  of  a  clergyman  who,  in  spite  of  his 
ecclesiastical  "go  ashores,"  sprang  on  the  fish  m 
it  was  slipping  down  the  bank,  and  pinned  it  to  the 
earth.  Later  on  half  the  fish  arrived  at  the  mansa 
door  as  an  earnest  of  the  angler's  thanks. 


I  hear  that  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon 
has  let  the  Gordon  Castle  water  and  the  Glen 
Fiddoch  deer  forest,  and  there  is  every  chance  of 
him  closing  the  Upper  Daveron  as  a  free  water  and 
letting  it  too. 


Lieutenant  Gibbs,  of  the  Inniskilling  Dragoons, 
his  brother  Mr.  Gibbs,  and  Mr.  Barnett  ha  d 
twenty  fish  on  the  Culter  Dae  water  during  the  last 
fortnight  of  the  season,  scaling  from  81b.  to  25lb. 


The  past  autumn  angling  season  has  been  pro- 
nounced everywhere  as  the  best  for  some  years 
back.  It  will  ia  a  great  measure  make  up  for  the 
very  indifferent  shooting  seeisoD. 

Speciai.  Scotch. 
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A  FEW  FACTS  ABOUT  THE  ANGLERS' 
BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


The  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  formed  in 
1879  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  anglers,  who  by  reason 
of  sickness,  suffered  either  by  self,  wife,  or  family,  or 
other  misfortune  apart  from  pure  non-employment, 
became  in  need  of  financial  assistance.  It  was  found 
that  members  of  angling  clubs  who  were  regular  in 
attendance  were  constantly  being  called  upon  to 
support  concerts,  subscription  lists,  etc.,  not  only  on 
belialf  of  fellow  members,  but  members  of  other 
clubs.  It  frequently  happened  that  the  most  do- 
serving  cases  came  at  the  least  opportune  times, 
and  consequently  men  who  had  always  been  willing 
to  help  others  were  unable  to  obtain  a  full  measure 
of  support  in  then-  own  hour  of  need.  Apart  from 
this,  it  became  somewhat  of  a  tax  on  the  regular 
attendants  at  clubs,  while  absent  members,  although 
probably  willing  to  subscribe  if  asked,  were  never 
called  upon  to  share  the  burden. 

It  was  then  felt  that  if  a  common  fund  were 
started,  all  might  within  limits  help  distressed  fellow 
sportsmen  without  having  to  dole  out  such  trifles  as 
could  be  spared  when  occasion  arose.  The  subscrip- 
tion was  fixed  at  the  trifling  sum  of  Is.  Id.  per  annum, 
and  though  mucli  ridicule  was  thrown  on  the  sugges- 
tion that  any  substantial  good  could  be  done  with  so 
small  a  contribution,  events  have  proved  that  aided 
by  the  contents  of  donation  boxes  placed  in  club 
rooms,  proceeds  of  concerts,  competitions,  etc.,  a 
very  great  deal  of  good  has  been  done.  At  first 
solely  confined  to  making  cash  grants,  the  scope  of 
the  society  was  subsequently  enlarged  by  arrange- 
ments made  with  the  Friendly  Societies  Convalescent 
Homes,  by  which  members  of  the  Anglers'  Bene- 
volent Society  could  be  sent  to  Dover  or  Heme 
Bay  to  recruit  their  health  after  sickness. 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  recent  changes  in  the 
secretaryship  and  loss  of  records,  the  committee  are 
unable  to  present  a  resumA  of  the  society's  work  for 
the  twenty-four  years  it  has  been  established,  but 
some  idea  may  be  gathered  by  an  examination  of  the 
past  ten  years'  accounts.  During  this  period  the 
society  has  distributed  in  ca5h  some  £2200,  the 
annual  amounts  ranging  from  £157  to  £301  ;  and 
has  sent  some  forty  members  to  the  seaside  for  three 
weeks  entirely  free  of  railway  fare  or  living  expenses, 
in  spite  of  having  in  most  instances  to  relieve  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  home,  and  in  every  instance 
giving  a  guinea  to  the  convalescent  on  his  arrival. 
This  large  expenditure  would  not  have  been  possible 
but  for  the  loyal  support  given  by  club  anglers  to  the 
donation  boxes  and  the  concerts  and  competitions 
organised  on  behalf  of  the  society,  for  the  subscrip- 
tions for  the  period  under  review  have  amounted  to 
only  £950,  while  in  spite  of  a  far  greater  expenditure, 
the  bank  balance  has  increased  from  £376  to  £697. 

Although  these  facts  may  be  cause  for  congratu- 
lation, the  executive  feel  that  the  society  will  not 
have  attained  the  success  it  deserves  until  the 
number  of  members  has  enormously  increased.  In 
the  year  ending  April,  1894,  we  had  1527  members, 
in  the  year  ending  April,  1903,  1904  members,  an 
increase  of  less  than  400  during  ten  years,  113  of 
which  are  attributable  to  the  last  year  ;  and  this, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  holders  of 
anglers'  privilege  tickets  has  increased  to  practically 
7000,  and  many  clubs  require  every  member  to  join 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  Some  may  say  the 
increased  membership  means  the  liability  of  a  larger 
expenditure  in  relief.  This  is  doubtful,  because 
from  observations  based  on  a  wide  knowledge  of 
angling  clubs,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  the  wealthi3r 
angler  who,  probably  feeling  he  will  never  need 
assistance,  holds  aloof  (only  110  clubs  out  of  some 
300  are  affiliated  to  it).  This  is  not  the  principle  on 
which  the  society  rests.  It  is  doubtful  if  any 
member  has  ever  joined  from  purely  mercenary 
motives,  yet  in  ten  years  some  500  cases  have  been 
relieved.  There  are  no  stated  benefits,  and  no  one 
can  claim  any  amount  as  a  right. 

It  is  purely  a  mutual  aid  society,  and  surely 
everyone,  no  matter  what  branch  of  angling  he 
pursues,  should  do  his  best  to  aid  a  kindred  sports- 
man. Even  if  the  increased  membership  were  to 
result  in  far  greater  expenditure,  the  committee  feel 
that  depletion  of  reserve  funds  would  be  met  by  an 
increase  in  casual  donations,  of  which  the  source  of 
supply  would  be  far  greater.  Then,  too,  while 
naturally  cautious  of  lowering  the  reserve  built  up 
by  strenuous  workers  in  past  years,  the  executive 
do  not  believe  their  mission  is  to  hoard  money — in 
fact,  the  accounts  prove  that  for  the  four  years 
ending  1902  they  exceeded  the  income. 

Who  may  Join. 

All  holders  of  a  privilege  ticket  issued  by  either  of 
the  two  London  Angling  Associations.  On  this 
subject  the  two  associations  are  absolutely  united. 

The  Executive 
is  formed  of  prominent  anglers  elected  by  the  dele- 
gates to  the  respective  associations,  and  meet  on  the 


second  and  fourth  Fridays  in  every  month  at  the 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.  {Fishing  Gazette)  is  president, 
and  all  the  offices  are  absolutely  honorary  except 
that  of  the  secretary,  who  is  paid  the  nominal  sum 
of  £10  per  annum. 

How  Relief  is  Granted. 

The  club  to  whom  the  member  belongs  must  pass 
a  resolution  recommending  the  case.  One  or  more 
delegates  attend  the  committee,  and  explain  the 
circumstances.  Length  of  membership  has  prac- 
tically no  infiuence  on  the  committee,  only  the 
extent  of  the  distress.  The  committee  do  not 
themselves  make  private  inquii-ies  or  follow  any 
objectionable  Charity  Organisation  tactics,  they  only 
need  some  indication  of  the  amount  which  under  the 
circumstances  they  should  award,  and  the  club's 
explicit  assurance  that  the  case  is  bond  fide.  The 
recipient's  name  is  not  published,  nor  is  he  debarred 
from  making  a  further  application  should  necessity 
arise. 

How  You  CAN  Help  Us. 
Join  as  yearly  member  (Is.  Id.),  or  life  member 
(21s.).    Influence  others  to  join.    Contribute  when 
asked  as  liberally  as  your  means  permit.  Interest 
yourself  generally  in  the  society. 

Finally. 

The  committee  tender  their  thanks  to  those  who 
have  helped  in  the  past,  and  beg  them  to  aid  in 
making  the  Benevolent  Society  such  a  success, 
numerically  as  well  as  financially,  that  every  London 
angler  can  be  counted  as  a  member,  and  its  financial 
position  so  strong  that  its  sphere  of  usefulness  may 
be  enlarged  without  any  risk  of  its  funds  being 
exhausted.       W.  H.  Barber,  General  Secretary. 

9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 


COLERAINE  BOARD  OF  CON- 
SERVATORS. 


At  the  half-yearly  nageting  of  the  Coleraine  Board 
of  C<  nservatora,  held  at  Toome  on  Nov  7 — Mr. 
Averell  Lloyd  presiding — Colonel  Rowan  proposed, 
and  Mr.  B.  Meenan  seconded,  that  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Dublin,  be  requested  t>  send  an 
inspector  to  inspect  fhe  condition  of  the  Maim, 
where  the  whole  river  is  being  transferred  from  its 
bed  to  supply  turbines.  This  wa<i  passed.  Com- 
plaints were  also  received  regarding  the  netting  by 
th3  fishermen  of  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  entering 
Lough  Neagh,  and  the  poaching  question  was  also 
discusstd.    Some  bailifJs  were  appointed. 

J.  A.  B. 


CATCHING  A  TANNER. 


A  TANNER  at  Esher,  having  premises  abutting  on 
the  river  Mole,  a  stout,  good-tempered  old  bachelor, 
in  easy  circumstances,  and  fond  of  practical  jokes, 
was  asked  by  the  village  surgeon,  with  whom  he 
was  on  intimate  terms,  to  have  some  proper  ground- 
bait  thrown  into  the  river,  in  a  hole  adjoining  his 
(the  tanner's)  grounds,  as  he  (the  surgeon)  had  a 
friend  coming  from  London  to  have  some  perch 
fishing  ;  the  tanner  said  he  would  bait  the  hole. 
The  anglers  arrived  at  the  spot,  and  began  ;  each 
on  the  first  swim  had  an  apparent  bite  and  each 
lost  a  hook.  This  occurring  again  and  again,  the 
surgeon  went  home  without  being  observed  by  the 
tanner's  people,  and  brought  a  grapnel,  with  which 
he  pulled  up  one  or  two  small  faggots,  in  which 
were  tied  up  pieces  of  old  iron  to  sink  them.  He 
and  his  friend  left  the  place,  and  meeting  the  tanner, 
thanked  him  for  allowing  them  to  fish  and  for  the 
trouble  he  had  taken  in  baiting  the  place,  but  said 
p?rch  would  not  feed,  the  wind  or  sun  was  not 
favourable,  or  some  excuse  of  the  kind,  which  dis- 
appointed the  tanner  of  his  laugh  at  them.  Some 
time  after,  on  a  very  hot  day  in  July,  the  tanner 
had  to  ride  to  London  on  some  busines.^,  and 
returning  in  the  evening,  he  found  it  necessary  to 
S3nd  his  old  maidservant  for  some  plaister.  The 
village  Esculapius  wormed  out  for  what  purpose  it 
was  required,  and  persuaded  her  to  take  plaisters 
which  he  prepared.  The  tanner  applied  them  on 
going  to  bed,  but  was  soon  awakened  by  intense 
pain.  At  an  early  hour  poor  old  Nanny  was  called 
by  her  master  ;  she  put  on  her  spectacles,  and 
exclaimed,  "  La,  sir  !  why  they  be  two  as  fine 
blisters  as  I  ever  did  see."  The  surgeon  boldly 
declared  that  Nanny  explained  herself  so  very 
imperfectly,  that  he  thought  he  did  quite  right  in 
sending  what  he  had  done,  and  so  availing  hijnself 
of  the  old  maid's  delicacy,  he  avenged  himself  for 
the  trick  the  tanner  had  played  him,  who  discovered 
that  he  had  had  the  worst  of  the  joke,  and  that  it  is 
dangerous  to  play  with  edged  tools.  The  story 
became  known,  and  the  tanner,  instead  of  laughing, 
as  he  expected,  at  his  angling  friends,  was  laughed 
at  himself.  


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS, 

"Pisciculturist." — If  you  send  particulars  to 
the  Editor  they  will  be  noticed. 

Pike  Angler. — Write  for  terms  for  board  and 
apartments  and  particulars  as  to  the  pike  and  roach 
fishing  to  Mrs.  H.  Hardy,  Ivy  House,  Horning, 
Norwich.  Wroxham  is  the  nearest  station.  It  ia 
one  of  the  best  fishing  centres  in  Norfolk. 

RuGDE.— There  is  no  book  on  big  game  shooting 
quite  like  Sanderson's  "  Thirteen  Years  amongst 
the  Wild  Beasts  of  India,"  but  for  a  good  book  oi 
all  round  sport  I  would  suggest  the  late  Sir  Samuel 
Baker's  "  Wild  Beasts  and  their  Ways,"  published 
at  12s.  It  deals  with  hunting — that  is,  shooting — 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.  With  regard  to  your 
second  query,  the  natural  history  of  birds,  if  it  is 
for  English  birds,  the  most  up-to-date  book  is 
Howard  Saimders'  "  Manual  of  British  Birds,"  21s., 
or  Backliouse's  "  Handbook  of  European  Birds," 
8s.  6d.  If  you  want  a  book  on  birds  generally,  I 
would  suggest  Warne's  "  Royal  Natural  History," 
there  being,  I  believe,  three  sectional  volumes  at 
5s.  each. 


ILetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


TO  PREVENT  LINES  KINKING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  only  just  seen  the  letters  of 
your  correspondents  Messrs.  Procter,  Bobbs,  and 
Gray  on  the  subject  of  lines  kinking  when  spinning 
an  artificial  bait.  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly 
allow  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  to 
state  that  my  opinion,  arrived  at  after  forty  years' 
experience,  is  that  no  fair  combination  of  line, 
swivels,  and  lead  will  prevent  a  line  kinking  when 
spinning  an  ordinary  artificial  bait,  especially  in 
fast  water.  I  have  tried  various  kinds  of  lines,  in- 
cluding the  "  Manchester  cotton, '  numerous 
varieties  of  swivels  and  leads,  and  still  the  line 
invariably  becomes  kinked  and  twisted  after 
spinning  for  an  hour  or  two.  The  only  really  effec- 
tual method  to  prevent  the  line  from  kinking  is  to 
use  one  of  the  reversible  spinning  baits  which  can 
be  made  to  spin  either  way  at  pleasure.  They  can 
be  obtained  at  many  of  the  leading  tackle  shops  in 
London,  or  if  they  have  none  in  stock,  they  will 
always  procure  them  for  their  customers  from  the 
wholesale  makers. — Yours  truly, 

Harry  L.  Inskip. 


DO  SNAKE  RINGS  MAKE  THE  LINE  KINK? 

Deab.  Sir, — I  am  sorry  I  cannot  agree  with  Mr. 
Procter  in  his  belief  that  snake  rings  make  a  line 
kink.  I  am  of  course  speaking  with  regard  to 
plaited  lines.  With  twisted  lines  there  may  be  a 
tendency  because  you  have  the  natural  diagonal 
twist  to  cause  friction. 

Take  a  line  on  a  reel  and  let  someone  pull  off  a 
length,  yoiu-self  holding  the  line  between  your  finger 
and  thumb  about  a  yardfrom  the  reel,  and  you  will  find 
that  the  twist  is  put  into  the  line  (if  any)  between 
the  hand  and  the  reel  and  not  on  the  length  that  is 
pulled  out.  However,  as  you  say,  it  is  an  interesting 
question,  and  I  should  say  off  hand  that  snake  rings 
put  the  reverse  way  altei'nately  would  obviate  this  ; 
but  I  will  make  some  experiments  and  communicate 
them  to  you  later.  I  like  snake  rings  in  preference 
to  bridge,  especially  for  light  fly  rods. — Yours  truly, 

195,  Union-street,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 


GRAYLING. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  some  of  your  readers 
well  up  in  the  subject  kindly  say  if,  when  fishing  for 
grayhng  with  fly,  "  pointed  "  with  an  ant's  egg,  the 
egg  requires  to  be  fresh  ?  Having  a  day  or  two 
lately  at  grayling,  and  the  fly  alone  not  doing  much, 
I  tried  pointing  it  with  an  ant's  egg — the  sort  that 
are  sold  in  naturalists'  shops  for  feeding  goldfish, 
etc. — but  this  made  httle  or  no  difference,  though  I 
am  told  it  is  a  deadly  manner  of  fishing  for  grayhng. 
As  these  ants'  eggs  were  of  course  dry,  and  after  the 
first  cast  or  two  became  soaked  and  of  a  darkish 
brown  colour,  I  thought  my  want  of  success  might 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  they  were  not  fresh.  I  will 
be  glad  to  have  any  information  on  the  subject. — 
Yours  truly,  S. 

Glasgow. 


GRAYLING  FISHING  IN  SUSSEX  OR  KENT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  can  tell  me  whether  there  is  any 
grayhng  fishing  to  be  had  in  East  Sussex  or  West 
Kent.— Yours  truly,        _  _  .      A.  R.  W. 


November  14,  1903 
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FISH  STOCKING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sie, — Would  yoxir  readers  kindly  give  us 
suggestions  for  the  stocking  of  an  artificial  water  of 
canal  character,  20  miles  in  length,  50ft.  wide  at 
surface,  10ft.  deep  at  outfall,  and  3ft.  at  the  upper 
end  of  very  slow-running  water.  In  this  water  there 
already  are  quantities  of  bream,  roach,  tench,  a  fair 
quantity  of  perch,  and  a  large  quantity  of  pike. 

We  should  like  to  know  if  a  more  sporting  fish — • 
say,  possibly  black  bass  or  American  lake  trout- 
could  with  good  prospect  of  success  be  introduced 
into  this  water.  Possibly  your  readers  could  sug- 
gest the  names  of  other  good  fish,  and  state  their 
experience  in  stocking  waters  of  a  similar  character, 
with  expenses  incurred. — Yours  truly, 

Boston,  Two  South  Forty-foot 

Commissioners. 


LOUGH  ARROW. 

Dear  Sir, — A  letter  appears  in  your  issue  of 
Oct.  24  signed  "  An  Officer,"  with  most  of  which  I 
thoroughly  agree,  but  I  would  like  to  ask  if  "  An 
Officer  "  has  ever  fished  Lough  Arrow,  and  if  so, 
what  sport  he  had  ?  I  have  known  sportsmen  who 
have  fished  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Irish  lakes,  and 
whose  experience  of  them  runs  up  to  three  times 
seven,  who  say  that  Lough  Mask,  if  as  good,  is 
certainly  no  better  than  Lough  Arrow,  with  this 
difference,  that  the  latter  has  never  been  boomed 
like  the  lakes  further  west.  To  my  mind,  there  are 
two  reasons  for  this — one  is  the  lethargy  of  local 
sportsmen,  the  other  the  selfishness  of  some  sports- 
men who  come  annually  to  fish.  To  give  you  an 
instance :  Some  time  ago  I  asked  a  gentleman  who 
had  a  particularly  good  catch  why  he  would  not 
send  his  total  to  the  papers.  His  reply  was,  "  Oh, 
not  at  all  ;  we  would  have  the  lake  crowded  with 
boats  next  year."  I  have  lately  repeated  this 
remark  to  one  or  two  English  anglers,  and  they 
seemed  to  think  he  was  right.  Your  readers  can 
draw  their  own  conclusions. 

Now  in  the  latter  part  of  his  letter  "  An  Officer  " 
hits  the  nail  on  the  head  re  subscriptions  to  and 
preservation  of  Irish  lakes,  and  for  his  and  others' 
information  I  may  say  that  this  year  a  number  of 
local  gentlemen,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  way 
the  Boyle  Preservation  Society  has  treated  Lough 
Arrow,  have  formed  themselves  into  a  society 
called  "  The  Lough  Arrow  Fish  Preservation 
Society,"  with  Colonel  Gethin  as  president,  and 
Lord  Kingston  also  interested,  and  having  obtained 
the  necessary  authority  from  the  Sligo  Board  of 
Conservators,  have  placed  round  the  lake  five  of 
the  best  men  they  could  find  as  water  bailiffs  and 
three  inspectors,  under  whose  careful  supervision  we 
hope  to  make  Arrow  the  best  trout-fishing  water  in 
Ireland.  One  of  the  rules  of  our  society  is  to  hold 
a  general  meeting  between  May  1  and  15  in  each 
year,  and  to  publish  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  proper 
account  and  balance-sheet,  with  names  of  sub- 
scribers and  amount  subscribed.  Unlike  Mr. 
Joyce,  we  have  nothing  to  complain  of  as  regards 
subscriptions  from  English  gentlemen.  They  have 
always  subscribed  liberally  in  face  of  the  fact  that 
they  have  not  seen  any  account  of  their  money  or 
balance-sheet  for  the  last  four  years  ;  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  reminding  those  of  our  annual 
visitors  who  may  possibly  read  this,  if  they  have 
not  already  paid,  to  kindly  forward  their  subscrip- 
tions to  any  of  the  undersigned,  who  only  are 
authorised  to  receive  subscriptions  on  account  of 
Lough  Arrow — namely,  Wm.  Ross,  Ballindoon 
(Boyle)  ;  John  Fairbanks,  Hollybrook ;  Wm. 
Acheson,  Ballinarry ;  Geo.  Taylor,  Boyle ;  or 
yours  truly,  George  Acheson, 

Hon.  Sec.  Lough  Arrow  Fish 
Preservation  Society. 

Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 


A  SALMON  ROD  QUERY. 

Sir, — Would  some  of  your  salmon-fishing  corre- 
spondents give  me  the  benefit  of  their  experience  as 
to  the  best  salmon  rod  to  use  ?  I  feel  the  hard 
work  of  casting  all  day  with  a  greenheart  rod  of 
1 7ft.  and  spliced,  and  would  like  to  know  if  there  is 
any  real  economy  of  physical  energy  in  using  the 
split-cane  rods.  Some  tell  me  they  are  easy  to  cast 
with,  others  that  there  is  no  advantage  gained  by 
using  them,  others  that  they  are  no  good  in  a  wind, 
and  at  last  I  do  not  know  what  to  believe.  Can 
anyone  tell  me  who  has  used  it  how  blue  mahoe 
would  suit  for  a  spliced  rod,  and  where  I  could 
procure  some  ?  I,  too,  have  been  wondering  what 
has  become  of  the  Manchester  Cotton  Spinning  Co., 
as  I  sent  them  two  stamps  for  a  price  list  of  lines, 
but  heard  nothing  from  them. — Yours  truly. 

Castle  House,  Usk.    ^  J.  T.  Davies. 

[Messrs.  Farlow  make  a  special  light  salmon  rod 
in  greenheart — than  which  there  is  no  better  wood 
— which  would  probably  just  suit  Mr.  Davies. — ^Ed.] 


THOUSANDS  OF  WEBS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any 
of  your  scientific  readers  or  fly  fishermen  could  tell 
me  what  gnats  or  flies  the  immense  numbers  of 
spiders  would  be  likely  to  catch  in  the  webs,  about 
as  large  as  the  palm  of  one's  hand  (some  less),  that 
they  had  woven  between  and  all  over  the  clods 
of  a  ploughed  field,  some  twelve  acres  in  extent, 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  This  was  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  7.  I  should  not  have  noticed  it,  but  the 
threads  of  these  small  webs  shone,  sparkled,  and 
scintillated  in  old  Sol's  rays  like  I  have  seen 
telegraph  wires  in  the  setting  sun — threads  of  silver 
on  a  damp  brown  ground. 

The  only  animal  life  that  I  could  see  about  that 
these  myriads  of  spiders  could  live  upon  were  a 
very  small,  delicate,  pretty,  light-green  fly  and 
small  gnats,  some  rather  pale  and  some  rather  dark. 
I  saw  two  gnats  caught  in  one  tiny  web,  and  I 
conclude  the  spiders  must  be  very  little  to  live 
upon  such  small  deer.  Two  of  these  flies  settled 
on  my  trousers,  and  I  enclose  same.  I  suppose  the 
first  frost  will  destroy  all  these  insects.  If  not,  what 
becomes  of  them  ? — Yours  truly,  Observer. 


ROACH  AND  ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  J.  H.  R.  B."  on  the 
above  subject,  I  conclude  from  his  remarks  in  your 
last  issue  that  he  has  never  used  a  Lea  roach-pole. 
David  Newbold,  for  instance,  used  a  21ft.  rod,  and 
this  gave  him  8ft.  on  the  bank  and  12ft.  over  the 
bank,  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  his  landing- 
net  was  long  in  proportion.  I  have  seen  nets  from 
3ft.  to  8ft.  in  length,  the  latter  unscrewing  in  the 
centre  and  made  in  two  pieces.  David  weighed 
seventeen  stone  and  fished  the  Lea  and  Colne  from 
about  1842  to  1865.  With  an  Ordinary  18ft.  or 
19ft.  pole,  whether  "  J.  H.  R.  B."  believes  it  or  not, 
the  angler  can  sit  well  back,  play  roach  up  to  21b. 
and  over,  disjoint,  and  land  his  fish.  "  Being  seated 
put  your  rod  together  "  (Salter's  Guide).  Of  course 
the  line  is  shorter  than  the  rod.  Disjointing  is  an 
operation  that  shows  the  artist,  requires  both 
skill  and  judgment,  and  the  two  fattest  Lea  anglers 
I  ever  knew,  David  Newbold,  referred  to  above, 
seventeen  stone,  and  big-hearted,  burly  old  Job 
West,  who  died  at  the  Fish  and  Eels,  Hoddesdon, 
and  weighed  twenty-six  stone  —  two  adepts  — • 
scarcely  ever  rose  from  their  seats  either  to  play  or 
land  their  fish.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  frighten  every  roach  away  in  many 
swims,  both  in  the  Colne  and  Lea.  And  I  should 
think  your  correspondent  can  see  with  half  an 
eye  how  much  easier  this  cjuld  be  done  by  men 
half  these  weights.  "  Always  keep  your  seat  " 
(Rev.  J.  Martin). 

"  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  use  a  detach- 
able reel,  let  out  a  yard  or  two  of  fine  to  play 
the  fish,  and  take  it  in  on  rebaiting  ?("  What ! 
and  haul  them  in  by  hand  like  congers  t  Not  if  I  know 
it.  Plenty  of  long  roach  rods  are  fitted  with  reels, 
but  no  Lea  angler  would  think  of  using  one  either 
detachable  or  fixed  in  any  circumstances.  To  him, 
at  all  events,  it  would  be  no  longer  fishing  for  roach, 
and  he  would  consider  it  a3  bad  as  shooting 
sparrows  with  swan  shot.  Any  man  who  has  not 
caught  big  roach  with  tackle  often  quite  as  delicate 
as  a  fly  fisherman's  on  a  tight  line,  knows  next  to 
nothing  what  an  exquisite  pleasure  it  is  as  compared 
to  hauling  them  to  the  net  or  hand  on  a  windlass. 
The  mere  fact  that  the  man  with  the  windlass  will 
not  believe  it  alters  nothing.  A  great  many  anglers 
do  not  want  to  believe  it.  They  hate  and  detest 
the  very  name,  sight,  and  sound  of  a  Lea  roach-pole, 
and  the  less  they  know  about  it  the  more  they  try 
and  behttle  it.  It  is  a  case  of  prejudice  and  ignor- 
ance dying  very  hard. 

The  next  article  is  standard — the  standard  by 
wliich  "  F.  M."  measures  his  fish,  and  opposite 
what  weight  on  the  scale  he  would  write  the  word 
"  splendid,"  says  "  J.  H.  R.  B."  From  IJlb.  to 
21b.  roach,  and  31b.  bream  in  a  tidal  river.  These 
latter  fish  pull  as  strong  as  bream  weighing  51b.  in 
still,  dead  waters.  If  he  will  not  behove  that  I 
have  taken  trout  up  to  21b.  on  a  tight  Une,  he  must 
perforce  do  the  opposite,  fireworks  or  no  fireworks. 
At  the  same  time,  I  should  be  sorry  to  think  that 
any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  disbelieves  my 
sta'ement.  I  have  no  ambition  to  follow  in  the 
steps  of  Munchausen. 

Frost. — I  am  surprised  and  I  am  not  surprised. 
I  am  surprised  that  the  ground  was  like  adamant 
while  the  edges  of  the  water  were  being  covered 
with  ice.  To  say  the  ground  was  as  hard  as  a 
diamond  in  so  slight  a  frost  is  simply  ridiculous. 
It  never  was  nor  never  will  be,  at  least  let  us  hope 
not.  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  fish  biting.  In 
nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  on  these  occasions  the 
water  is  always  warmer  than  the  air,  or  the  fish 
would  not  bite,  but  as  a  rule  the  angler  knows 
absolutely  nothing  about  what  the  temperature  is 
where  the  roach  are  biting  7ft.,  8ft.,  and  perhaps 


9ft.  below  the  surface.  How  should  ho,  unless  ho 
had  a  thermometer  ?  Three  or  four  degrees  of 
either  boat  or  cold  make  all  the  difference.  I  have 
often  caught  roach  when  the  ground  has  been  hard, 
bvit  the  water  has  been  as  warm  as  toast  compared 
with  the  atmosphere.  The  place  where  those  12|lb. 
of  roach  were  taken  on  the  first  occasion  might  have 
been  several  degrees  warmer  than  where  the  fish 
were  taken  on  the  second  occasion — that  Ls,  about 
the  same  time  a  week  later. 

It  matters  very  little,  if  this  correspondence 
prevents  anglers  attempting  to  catch  barbel,  tench, 
bream,  gudgeon,  and  eels  in  weather  so  cold  that  it 
is  impossible  for  them  to  digest  their  food,  and 
therefore  a  waste  of  time  to  fish  for  them.  One 
might  just  as  well  expect  snails  to  feed  when  the 
ground  is  hard.    Thus  "  Bickordyko"  : — 

"  During  the  day  there  is  usually  a  gonial  period 
of  from  one-and-a-half  to  two  hours  in  length  ;  the 
sun  may  come  out  or  try  at  it,  and  the  chilly  feeling 
goes  off  for  a  while.  Sometimes  the  geniality  comes 
about  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock,  sometimes  not  until 
three  ;  but  whenever  it  comes,  then  the  fish  are 
almost  sure  to  bite."  We  agree  to  a  nicety.  "Book 
of  the  Roach,"  page  42  :  "In  the  winter  they  will 
bite  from  ten  in  the  forenoon  until  three  in  the 
afternoon." 

Bailey,  of  Nottingham  ("Winter  Fishing") :  "  We 
now  come  to  roach,  which  is  in  the  best  possible 
condition  during  the  winter  months  and  will  feed 
(as  the  old  saying  says)  just  when  they  Uke." 
Page  37  :  "  Roach  will  sometimes  be  found  to  bite 
well  when  the  mercury  is  nearly  down  to  freezing 
point,  but  the  water  must  be  much  discoloured,  and 
the  colour  produced  by  rain,  not  snow."  Speaking 
of  roach,  perch,  and  bream,  he  says  (page  33) 
"  None  of  them  will  feed  well  when  the  mercury  is 
below  freezing  point."  Re  bream,  he  says  (page 
37)  :  "  In  fact,  bream  in  frosty  weather  lie  almost 
in  a  torpid  state,  and  will  not  feed,  unless  the 
mercury  stands  at  fifty  degrees  at  the  least.' ' 
Bailey  made  a  study  of  temperature  and  knew 
when  the  water  was  warmer  than  the  atmosphere, 
and  took  advantage  of  it.  But  your  correspondent 
is  so  unsophisticated,  doubting,  disbelieving,  asks 
such  extraordinary  and  foolish  questions,  and  lets 
off  so  many  crackers  in  his  firework  display,  that 
I  strongly  advise  him  to  stick  to  his  trout  fishing 
and  let  the  roach-pole  severely  alone. — Yours  truly, 

F.  M. 

P.S. — -I  have  in  a  case  two  roach,  one  17in.  and 
the  other  IGLn.  from  nose  to  fork  of  tail,  taken  on 
fine  tackle  and  tight  line  ;  their  combined  weight  in 
41b.  6oz.,  and  I  think  they  are  worthy  to  be  called 
"splendid,"  whatever  ''J.  H.  R.  B."  may  think  to 
the  contrary. 


ROACH  AND  ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen  the  late  David  Newbold, 
of  the  True  Waltonians,  roach  fishing  in  the  river 
Colne.  noticed  how  well  ba^k  from  the  edge  he 
invariably  sat,  and  although  he  was  a  short  and  very 
fat  man,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  landing  his  fish ;  he 
laid  his  landing-net  just  over  the  edge  of  the  bank, 
and  played  his  fish  into  it.  I  cannot  compliment 
"  J.  H.  R.  B."  on  his  grand  idea  of  a  detachable 
reel.  To  my  thinking,  it  is  quite  unnecessary ;  it 
would  take  up  far  too  much  time,  be  a  regular 
nuisance  all  round,  and  a  Lea  angler  would  soom 
to  use  such  an  absurd  arrangement. — Yours  truly. 
Another  Lea  Angler. 


A  NOTE  FROM  NOBODY. 

Dear  Sir, — Now  that  the  trout  angUng  season 
has  closed,  your  EngUsh  correspondents  might  give 
Scotch  wet-fly  fishers,  who  take  a  friendly  interest 
in  the  dry-fly  art,  some  information  on  the  raison 
d'etre  of  their  proceedings. 

The  dry-fly  purist  must  have  a  spUt-cane  rod 
built  on  scientific  principles  to  give  the  maximum 
of  casting  power  with  the  minimum  of  weight. 
Reel  with  all  the  latest  labour  saving  apphances. 
Line  flexible  and  beautifullj'  tapered,  weight  calcu- 
lated to  the  thousandth  part  of  a  grain.  Collar 
gradually  growing  less  till  it  is  as  fine  as  a  ray  of 
light  from  the  Pole  Star.  Fly  an  exact  imitation 
of  the  most  perfect  insect  floating  on  the  water 
(many  natural  flies  are  poor  specimens  of  their 
class).  Thus  armed  does  the  dry-fly  purist  cause 
a  rise  of  trout  in  the  stream  ?  No  ;  he  is  too 
cautious  to  speculate,  but  waits  patiently  or  other- 
wise till  the  rise  is  on.  At  length,  seeing  a  slight 
break  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  gradually  widen- 
ing out  into  a  ring,  he  enters  the  stream,  and 
crawling  behind  the  trout  as  stealtluly  as  a  Redskin 
on  the  warpath,  casts,  and — Oh,  miracle  ! — actually 
lands  his  fly  a  foot  above  brownie's  neb;  if  no  other 
floats  down  on  the  trout  at  the  same  time  he  occa- 
sionally induces  <S.  fario  to  bite. 

The  J ap  is  often  a  true  sportsman  ;  he  enters  the 
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water  openly,  the  fish  rush  away  and  hide  under 
the  stones,  does  he  stand  for  hours  waiting  till  they 
rise  ?  no  ;  but  begins  casting  at  once,  making  his 
spider  sing — 

You're  a  coward,  spotted  brownie. 
Hide  your  head  beneath  a  stone  ; 

Tiny  fly  may  buzz  and  flicker. 

You  can't  catch  me,  for  I'm  gone. 

At  the  word  gone  the  fly  is  lifted  for  another  cast. 
This  is  repeated  till  the  trout  get  mad,  one  rushes 
at  the  fly  shouting  "  Got  him,"  a  turn  of  the  wrist, 
and  S.  fario  is  waltzing  all  over  the  pool,  till  tired 
out  he  falls  into  the  embrace  of  the  landing-net. — 
Yovu's  truly,  Nemo. 

Glasgow. 

["  Nemo  "  is  evidently  not  aware  of  the  fact  that 
we  published  a  long  series  of  articles  on  dry-fly 
fishing,  by  P.  Wit,  this  summer,  besides,  "  Nemo  " 
evidently  knows  all  about  it. — Ed.] 


TRAILING  ON  THE  THAMES. 

Deae  Sir, — I  am  afraid  this  unsportsmanlike, 
hateful  practice  is  not  confined  to  the  Thames  alone; 
there  are  other  waters  liarried  to  death  witli  the 
"  trail,"  aye,  and  it  is  leaving  its  "  spoor  "  deeply 
imprinted  on  the  river  bank,  stock  of  fish  and 
anglers  alike.  It  is  demorahsing,  and  none  but 
"  pothunters  "  will  have  recourse  to  it.  The  trailer 
would  not  hesitate  to  set  a  trimmer,  ply  his  otter  or 
snare  if  he  felt  secure  from  detection.  What  is 
traihng  ?  Let  it  be  clearly  defined,  tlien  it  should 
not  be  difficult  to  devise  a  remedy.  To  trail  is  to 
continuously  draw  or  drag  a  bait  along  without 
lifting  it  out  of  the  water  for  a  fresh  cast  as  in  fair 
trolling— it  can  be  done  from  either  boat  or  bank — 
and  I  doubt  very  much  whether  restrictions  of 
either  time  or  distance  will  ever  stop  it.  In  my 
opinion  the  only  practical  way  is  to  make  it  an 
offence  to  spin  from  a  moving  boat  or  walking  along 
the  bank.  The  angler  should  be  stationary  in  either 
case,  then  it  would  be  impossible  to  trail  as  I  under- 
stand it,  for  every  fresli  cast  that  was  made,  to 
move  on  would  be  absolutely  necessary,  but  it 
leaves  no  loophole  through  which  a  blackleg  can 
creep  !  Let  it  be  stand  and  dehver.  The  slaughter 
of  small  jack  is  equally  objectionable,  but  that  can 
easily  be  remedied  by  restricting  tlie  size,  admit 
nothing  under  31b.  as  takeable.  The  standard  needs 
raising.  Personally,  I  have  not  much  sympathy  for 
the  "  water  wolf,"  but  concede  him  a  fair  field.  He 
needs  no  favour.  I  respect  him  for  the  fun  he  gives, 
not  for  his  edible  qualities.  Ugh  !  the  shmy, 
stinking  brute,  I  would  as  soon  eat  a  crocodile,  "a 
leather  sole,  or  pin-cushion  well  stuffed  with  pins. 
The  very  thought  of  cooked  pike  is  enough  to  make 
one  sick.  "  Little  Mary"  draws  the  fine  at  pike  ! — 
Yours  truly.  The  Bo.ston  Bittern. 

[Spinning  from  a  boat  or  when  walking  along  a 
bank  will  never  be  made  illegal — at  least,  I  hope 
not  !  Surely  the  "  Boston  Bittern  "  has  never 
tasted  a  well-cooked  pike  taken  from  a  clear  river  ? 
It  is  not  equal  to  turbot,  but  it  is  not  at  all  bad. 
The  fish  is  firm  and  short  and  sweet,  especially  if 
there  are  samlets  in  the  river.  Then  why  call  the 
pike  slimy  and  stinking,  and  is  so  only  from  slimy, 
stinking  water,  and  so  would  any  other  fish  be. — Ed.] 


THE  SHROPSHIRE  MERES. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  communication  of 
your  correspondent  "  Running  Line,"  in  your  last 
issue,  the  Shropshire  meres,  some  of  which  are 
beautiful  sheets  of  water  well  stocked  with  pike, 
perch,  roach,  rudd,  bream,  etc.,  are  for  the  most 
part  somewhat  inaccessible,  and  permission  to  angle 
must  be  obtained  from  estate  owners  or  their  agents. 
There  are  several  fine  sheets  of  water  near  Shrews- 
bury, notably  Bomere,  Betton  Pool,  Sunderton  Pool, 
and  Alkmond  Park  Pool.  Fennemere  and  Marton 
pools  are  near  Ba-schurch,  and  there  is  a  good  pool  at 
Marton  (Chirbury),  some  ten  miles  from  Minsterley. 
EUesmere  lakes,  which  are  close  to  that  pleasant 
little  market  town,  are  the  most  extensive  in  Slirop- 
shire.  I  believe  the  two  largest  may  be'i  fished 
without  permission,  and  boats  may  be  hired  at  very 
small  cost. 

Owing  to  the  plentiful  food  supply,  pike  in  the 
Shropshire  meres  are  not  always  to  be  caught,  but 
they  are  numerous  and  in  some  pools  run  large.  If 
your  correspondent  will  write  me,  through  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  I  shall  be  happy  to  afford  him  what 
further  information  lies  in  my  power  as  to  names  of 
estate  owners,  agents,  distances  from  stations,  etc. 
The  present  is  a  good  time  for  visiting  the  meres, 
but,  as  I  have  mentioned,  to  angle  in  most  of  them 
involves  a  rather  long  journey,  and  good  supplies  of 
live  baits  must  be  provided. — Yours  truly, 

Hafre-N-. 


TROUT  FOR  THE  ROSE  GARDEN. 
Dear  Sir, — Might  I  suggest  that  Mr.  Mar.sden,  of 
Bramhall  (who  is  meditating  stocking   hLs  rose 
garden  with  trout),  should  try  "rainbows."  They 
generally  flourish  after  rain,  I  think.— Yours  truly, 

F.  A.  Gillies. 

[Yes  ;  rainbows  and  char  would  be  charming. 
— Ed.] 

RE  RAMSGATE   SEA-FISHING  REPORT. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  was  at  Ramsgate  fishing 
on  Oct.  31.  Three  of  us  fishing  in  a  boat  for  four 
hours  caught  two  score,  mostly  dabs  and  whiting 
pout,  with  not  a  codling  between  us.  It  was  very 
wretched  work,  not  so  much  for  lack  of  fish  as 
because  they  were  all  so  small. 

Not  only  did  we  not  get  a  codling,  but  we  did  not 
get  a  good  whiting.  When  "  Grey  MuUett  "  says 
fish  over  Gib.  are  scarce,  I  believe  him,  and  if  he 
had  said  fish  over  6oz.  are  scarce,  I  should  not  from 
my  own  personal  experience  have  been  very  sur- 
prised. The  trvitli  is  codling  of  any  size  were  scarce, 
and  the  whiting  of  that  week-end  were  mostly 
whiting  pouts.  Lowestoft  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  far 
better  place  for  whiting  and  codling. — Yours  truly, 

A.  C.  Kent. 

[Will  "  Grey  Mullett  "  kindly  refer  to  this  ?— Ed.] 


WHAT  BAIT  TO  USE  FOR  GREY  MULLET. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  W. 
Green,  he  will  find  the  following  good  baits  for 
mullet,  but  tlie  secret  of  catching  them  lies  in  the 
style  of  tackle,  ^nd  more  particularly  in  whether 
they  are  feeding  or  not,  for  you  may  drop  your  line 
with  any  tempting  bait  amongst  the  shoals  of 
thousands  of  these  fish  and  nothing  will  entice 
them  if  they  are  not  on  the  feed,  or  I  should  say  no 
artificial  bait  has  as  yet  been  discovered  that  can 
take  them  at  all  times  with  a  certainty.  The  baits 
I  have  tried  with  more  or  less  success  are  small  bits 
of  rag  worm,  ditto  garden  worm,  herring  roe,  small 
bits  of  pilchard,  the  inside  of  a  shrimp,  raw  liver 
cut  small,  a  paste  made  of  the  inside  of  a  tough 
cake,  and  cheese,  or  ditto,  with  a  little  anchovy 
paste,  small  pieces  of  the  flesh  of  crab  or  lobster. — 
Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth. 

.  .  1 

REMARKABLE  CAPTURE  OF  A  MONSTER 
KILLALOE  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — :It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  me  to  have 
to  record  the  capture  of  some  of  the  big  salmon 
which  each  season  visit  these  far-famed  waters, 
but  never  again  return  to  the  Atlantic,  thanks  to 
the  skill  of  our  English  angling  visitors  and  local 
fishermen.  Listen  to  this  "  short  story  "  of  the 
capture  of  a  huge  fish  here  at  Killaloe  in  the  closing 
days  of  the  past  very  changeful  season.  One  after- 
noon Pat  Ryan,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  rod 
fishermen  on  the  Shannon,  strolled  down  to  the  Mill 
Pool  to  look  for  a  grilse  or  two.  After  a  few  casts 
he  was  fast  in  a  big  one,  and  rushed  down  the  turbid 
stream  with  about  eighty  yards  of  line  like  a  buffalo. 
Pat,  who  was  fishing  with  light  single  gut  and  small 
fly  (a  No.  2),  had  to  play  his  fish  very  cautiously, 
but  after  a  grand  bout  he  reeled  him  gently  on  the 
sloping  grassy  bank.  Being  an  Irish  salmon,  the 
"  divil  "  broke  out  in  him,  and  nothing  would  please 
him  but  to  dance  an  Irish  jig  about  the  shore,  and 
so  wild  were  his  "  steps "  that  friend  Pat  had 
actually  to  throw  himself  bodily  down  on  him  and 
hold  him  there.  But  for  all  Pat's  exertions,  the 
fish  worked  its  way  back  to  the  river,  whither  Pat 
quickly  followed  him,  and  seizing  the  ungainly 
creature  by  the  head,  a  real  tug  of  war  followed, 
the  fish  rolling  his  captor  in  the  water  as  though  he 
were  only  a  gaff  handle.  After  a  hard  struggle, 
Pat  brought  his  prize  again  to  shore,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  a  passer-by,  conveyed  him  home  in 
triumph,  and  laid  him  out  in  state  on  a  table  in  his 
tackle  shop,  where  he  subsequently  kippered  him, 
and  a  noble  kipper  he  is.  Bully  for  Pat  !  The 
capture  of  this  fine  fish  recalls  the  capture,  some 
time  ago,  of  three  other  leviathans  by  Patsy's 
nephew,  John  Lyons,  who  on  each  occasion  was  in 
the  boat  by  himself  in  a  raging  flood  holding  in  his 
left  hand  the  pole,  and  in  his  right  the  rod  ;  but 
nevertheless  he  safely  landed  all  three  monsters, 
which  weighed  respectively  481b.,  441b.,  and  401b. 
Well  done,  John  ! — Yours  "truly,    S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  Yie^,  KilMoe. 

RE  STRENGTH  OF  TACKLE, 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  a  little  surprised  by  a  piece  of 
information  imparted  to  me  the  other  day  and  with 


which  some  of  your  readers  may  also  not  be  ac- 
quainted— namely,  that  with  an  average  salmon  or 
pike  rod  one  could  not  pull  41b.  on  a  spring  balance 
or  lift  a  41b.  weight  without  unduly  straining  the 
rod,  and  was  more  surprised  to  find  that  such  is 
correct.  More  surprised  in  that  it  came  immediately 
after  being  broken  by  salmon  four  times  in  one  day 
whilst  fishing  in  a  flooded  river  with  a  line  which  I 
afterwards  tested,  and  which  would  not  break  with 
a  dead  weight  of  le.ss  than  101b. 

T  have  now  a  line  which  stands  a  strain  of  over 
301b.,  which  appears  absurdly  strong  when  the  rod 
can  only  pull  41b. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  experienced  readers  would 
give  we  younger  ones  their  opinion  as  to  the  mini- 
mum and  maximum  strengths  necessary  for  lines 
and  casts  for  various  fish.  If  this  information  could 
be  obtained  and  tabulated  it  would,  I  think,  obviate 
a  lot  of  heart-burning  caused  by  weak  tackle  and 
difficulties  caused  by  tackle  that  is  too  heavy. — 
Yours  truly,  Fettle, 

Liverpool, 


ONE  ROD  FOR  WORM  AND  FLY  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  very  much  interested  in 
the  articles  appearing  in  your  recent  issues  under 
the  heading  of  "  Clear  Water  Worm  Fishing  for 
Trout,"  by  H.  C.  Cutcliffe,  F.R.C.S,  I  note  he 
advocates  the  use  of  one  rod  both  for  worm  and 
fly  fishing,  and  should  be  exceedingly  obliged  if 
some  of  the  experts  who  contribute  to  your  journal 
would  favour  me  with  their  opinion  as  to  what  ia 
the  best  length  of  trout  rod  suitable  for  both  styles 
of  fishing  on  a  moderate-sized  stream. — Yours 
truly,  Ben. 


A  MAYO  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — A  letter,  under  the  head  of  "  Occa- 
sional Notes,"  reminds  me  of  an  incident  of  more 
than  twenty  years  ago,  which  may  interest  some  of 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

About  the  year  1880,  1  was  staying  with  a  friend 
in  Mayo,  and  daily  hoping  for  the  heavy  rain  which 
alone  wv  uld  make  the  little  river,  which  ran  through 
the  place,  fishable.  Like  most  mouQtain  streams  it 
swarmed  with  very  small  brown  trout,  but  in  a 
falling  fresh,  some  good  white  trout  and  a  possible 
salmon  might  be  secured  with  luck. 

At  last  the  weather  looked  like  a  change,  and 
Patsy  Haloran,  the  local  henchman,  tied  me  a  weird 
looking  fly  on  a  No.  4-0  hook. 

It  certainly  looked  big  enough  to  use  as  a  gaff, 
and  ugly  enough  to  frighten  any  fish  we  were  likely 
to  meet;  however,  I  put  it  in  my  book,  and  next 
morning,  the  river  lookirg  in  first-class  order,  we 
started  down  stream  determined  to  make  a  slaughter 
among  the  white  trout. 

Never  was  a  more  disappointing  morning !  We 
worked  steadily,  fishing  every  pool  for  at  least  three 
miles  without  even  a  rise,  but  I  kept  on,  buoyed  up 
by  the  prospect  of  one  more  pool,  which  was  the 
best  on  the  river.  As  soon  as  I  got  within  sight  I 
recognised  the  fact  th  it  otl  ers  besides  myself  were 
of  the  same  opinion,  for,  to  my  disgust,  I  saw  a 
procession  of  five  or  six  rods  thrashiog  away  as  hard 
as  they  could. 

The  chances  looked  bad,  but  J.,  tho  local  poacher, 
left  his  rod  which,  owing  to  the  high  water,  ho 
thought  more  useful  than  bis  usual  weapon  (a 
simple  gaff!),  and  after  examining  my  cast,  suggested 
my  putting  up  a  falmo  i  fly,  remarking  scornfully 
at  the  same  time  that  "  it  was  a  pity  I  hadn't  a  rod 
thatwould  kill  asahnon,"  and  looking viith  contempt 
at  my  useful  1  ttle  I3ft.  rod,  by  Harold,  of  Mallow. 
However,  I  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  need 
not  be  uneasy  on  the  score  of  the  rod,  as  it  had  done 
such  work  before,  and  was  quite  able  to  do  so  again. 

J.  picked  Patsy's  newly-tied  fly  from  a  number  of 
others,  and  declared  that  if  there  was  a  salmon  in 
the  river  this  would  '•  surely  get  a  rise  out  of  him." 

The  fly  was  hardly  wet  before  I  got  a  beautiful 
head  and  tail  rise,  and  stuck  in  him.  I  was 
determined  to  show  what  my  little  rod  could  do, 
and  gave  him  the  butt  without  mercy,  and  before 
the  fish  knew  what  was  wrong  with  him  I  swung 
him  in  to  the  bank,  and  J.  had  him  out  in  a 
moment.  Now  comes  the  curious  part  of  the  story. 
When  I  went  to  take  out  the  fly  i  found  that  the 
gut  had  drawn,  and  the  only  attachment  of  line  to 
the  fish  was  the  tying  silk.  The  draw  must  have 
taken  place  just  as  the  fish  was  being  gaiied,  and  it 
was  a  fortunate  thing  that  I  had  killed  him  so 
quickly,  as  otherwise  we  must  have  parted  company. 
The  sh  was  about  71b.,  and  before  starting  home 
I  had  added  a  couple  of  white  trout  of  lib.  and  3lb. 
to  the  bag. 

After  all,  the  day  turned  out  better  than  it 
promised,  but  Patsy  didn't  hear  the  end  of  it  for  a 
long  time. — Yours  truly,  Gkeen  Wren. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR* 


H.R.H.  The  Pkince  of  Wales,  who  is  a  very- 
keen,  hard-working  salmon  angler,  has  honoured 
Mr.  Augustus  Grimble  by  accepting  a  copy  of  his 
two  volumes  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Ireland." 

Mr.  Augustus  Grimble  sends-  me  this  interesting 
note  and  records  of  large  salmon  : — 
Re  Big  Salmon. 

"  Dear  Me.  Marston, — With  reference  to  Mr. 
Ffennell's  big  fish  letter  in  your  last  number,  I  see 
that  by  a  slip  of  the  pen  he  attributes  to  the  Derwent 
the  honour  of  the  561b.  fish  landed  from  the  Warwick 
Hall  water,  which  is  on  the  Eden,  not  far  from 
Carlisle.  The  fish  was  caught  by  the  keeper  there, 
who  shortly  afterwards  was  accidentally  drowned 
in,  I  believe,  the  very  pool  from  which  he  took  the 
monster.  A  friend  of  mine  rented  Warwick  Hall 
at  that  time,  and  he  had  the  fish  set  up,  and  a 
beauty  it  is. 

"  With  regard  to  Mr.  Prior's  famous  fish  of  57ilb. 
from  the  Floors  Castle  water,  there  are  many  who 
think  this  was  a  genuine  60 -pounder.  It  took  a 
Wilkinson  in  November,  1886,  but  unluckily  it  was 
not  weighed  on  the  bank,  but  carted  up  to  Floors 
Castle  in  the  evening  with  fourteen  other  victims  of 
Mr.  Prior's  rod.  It  was  then  weighed  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Roxburghe. 
Lord  Hardwicke,  Lord  Kensington,  and  Lord  Lovat, 
and  declared  to  be  just  over  601b.  The  next 
morning  at  ten  o'clock  the  shepherd  bringing  in 
mutton  re-weighed  it,  and  made  it  but  57|Ib.  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  there  would 
be  a  loss  of  2|lb.  in  seventeen  or  eighteen  hours. 

"  With  regard  to  Lord  Ruthven's  fish  of  541b., 
caught  Oct.  4,  1883,  from  the  Finford  Pool  of 
Stobhall,  its  fortunate  captor  says :  '  We  had 
nothing  heavy  enough  to  weigh  him  with  at  the 
riverside,  so  he  was  taken  into  Perth  railway 
station,  and  weighed  next  day  a  trifle  over  541b., 
so  he  must  have  weighed  something  more  when  first 
taken  from  the  water.  He  was  a  very  dull  fish, 
,  and  never  showed  after  he  was  hooked.  The  fly 
■was  a  No.  2  Jock,  and  we  landed  him  in  about 
half  an  hcrtir^,1   Mona  recently'  Colonbl  Hari^  CAbtEb 


Jervoise  had  another  leviathan  from  Finford  Pool 
which  was  fully  501b.  '  I  never  called  it  50Ib.,' 
wi-ites  the  Colonel,  '  though  doubtless  it  was  that 
and  over  when  taken  out  of  the  water,  but  I  was 
unable  to  scale  him  till  the  following  morning, 
twenty  hours  afterwards,  and  he  then  weighed  a 
httle  over  491b.'  More  recently  Captain  A.  G. 
Goodwin  caught  a  55^1b.  fish  from  the  Earl  of 
Mansfield's  water  a  little  above  Perth.  I  think 
this  was  on  Sept.  28,  1899.  With  regard  to  the 
Awe,  Mr.  J.  B.  Lawes'  fish  of  541b.  is  not  the  only 
one  of  that  weight,  for  some  thirty  years  ago  the 
schoolmaster  at  Taynuilt  had  one  of  the  same  size, 
which  I  helped  to  weigh.  Also  from  Oak  Pool  on 
the  Awe,  the  late  Colonel  Murray,  of  Polmaise,  had 
one  of  481b.  in  August,  1898,  and  Sir  Robert 
Moncrieffe  one  of  451b.  from  Pol  Verie  in  July  ,1896. 
Also  Colonel  Thorpe  took  a  fish  of  521b.  from  the 
Inverawe  Cruive. 

"  It  is  curious  how  unevenly  these  special  prizes 
are  distributed.  Some  anglers  have  the  luck  to  kill 
in  a  few  seasons  two  or  three  fish  of  401b.  or  over, 
others  go  all  their  lives  and  never  catch  a  big  one. 
In  1884  there  was  a  keeper  of  Lord  Breadalbane's 
who  had  fished  the  Awe  for  thirty  years  for  a 
37-pounder  as  his  heaviest  fish  ;  in  1885,  in  a  fort- 
night, he  took  fish  of  461b.  and  451b. 

"  In  1812,  on  the  Barjarg  water  of  the  Nith,  an 
old  poacher,  one  Jock  Wallace,  hooked  a  fish  in  the 
Clog  Pool  about  8  a.m.  and  played  it  down  to  the 
Barjarg  Boat  Pool,  where  some  workmen  gaffed  it 
for  him  at  6  p.m.,  when  only  two  hairs  of  Wallace's 
cast  fine  remained.  The  fish  was  at  once  taken  to 
Barjarg  Tower  and  weighed  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Hunter  Arundell,  the  owTier  of  the  estate,  and  he 
with  some  others  who  were  present  signed  a  certi- 
ficate of  the  weight,  a  copy  of  which  is  still  held  by 
his  descendants,  which  testified  that  the  fish 
weighed  671b. 

"  Of  course  Mr.  Ffennell  has  heard  of  this  fish, 
and  the  evidence  of  weight  appears  unimpeachable, 
except  on  the  supposition  that  in  1812  the  pound 
Scotch  was  not  so  heavy  as  the  pound  of  this  day. 
 Yours  truly,  "  Augustus  Grimble." 

Report  of  the  Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries 
Company,  Ltd. 
The  most  important  item  in  the  report  of  the 
Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries  Co.  for  the  year  ending 
Oct  2  last  is  the  reference  to  the  proposed  purchase 
of  the  netting  waters  in  the  Middle  District  of  the 
Tweed,  which  is  favoured  by  the  Tweed  Commis- 
sioners. Any  reduction  of  the  netting  must  im- 
prove the  anghng  and  also  allow  more  fish  to  get 
up  to  spawn.  The  Berwick  Fisheries  Company  is 
of  course  greatly  interested  in  the  question,  and  it 
will  be  interesting  to  see  what  view  the  shareholders 
take  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  next.  The  balance 
to  the  credit  of  the  company  as  a  result  of  the 
year's  operations  is  £2573  17s.  6d.,  and  the  directors 
recommend  the  payment  of  a  dividend  at  the  rate 
of  8i  per  cent.,  which  is  satisfactory  enough, 
especially  as  the  fishing  was  poor  during  the  early- 
part  of  the  season. 

Great  Sport  with  the  Salmon  on  the  Tweed. 

Lord  Dunglass's  take  of  sixteen  salmon  in  one 
day  last  week  on  the  Tweed — on  the  Earl  of  Home's 
water  at  Birgham — must  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  a 
record  for  that  river,  at  any  rate  for  recent  years ; 
the  fish  averaged  a  fraction  over  211b.  each.  On 
the  Ca-ham  nnd  Wark  water,  Mr.  Charles  Perkins 
killed  to  his  own  rod  seventy  salmon  1  st  week,  or 
nearly  twelve  fish  a  day— one  day  he  had  seventeen. 
On  the  Lees  water,  Mr.  Kidson  and  friend  had 
fifty-nine  salmon  last  week.  The  Tweed  does  not 
close  for  rod-fishing  until  the  end  of  this  month. 
What  is  the  average  condition  of  the  fish  during 
the  last  half  of  November  ? 

Flannel  Weed  and  Sausage  Weed. 

I  asked  Sir  Thomas  Wardle  if  he  would  kindly 
give  me  the  scientiKc  names  of  some  flam  el  wted 
and  sausage  weed  which  Mr.  Percv  Wai^ham  g'^t 
for  me,  the  latter  sent  to  him  by  HeT  Jaffe  as  a 
good  weed  to  put  into  a  water  to  fight  the  flannel 
weed.    Sir  Thomas  kindly  replies  as  follows:  — 

"Dear  Mr.  M^kston. — I  have  examined  the 
two  species  of  algse  you  sent  me.  One  is,  as  you 
correctly  term  it,  Enteromorpha  intestinalis.  The 
other  'flannel  weed'  appears  to  me  to  be  more 
like  Cladopliora  crispatat 

"You  wfiuld.  find  both. speHmejns  illustrated  in 
I  Gao'k'&  'Britisli  Fre^Water  Alg^aej'  that  i&r  the  first 


edition,  which  is  an  expensive  book  and  which  I 
don't  possess,  but  I  have  his  small  edition.  It 
would  he  well  for  you  to  possess  it.  Yon  -would 
set  it  from  any  bookseller.  It  contains  a  list  of 
all  the  British  species,  and  drawings  f  a  great 
number  of  them,  including  the  sausage  weed. 

"  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  refer  to  Cook  8 
larger  book  in  which  all  the  species  are  fieured. 
They  would  be  sure  to  have  it  at  the  Linnean 
Society.  . 

"  I  have  never  noticed  the  sausage  weed  m 
waters  about  here. — Yours  very  truly. 

"Leek."  "Thomas  Wabdle. 


Natural  Minnow  Spinning. 

Mr.  Oliver  Procter  kindly  sends  me  particulars  of 
what  he  considers  the  best  flight  and  trace  for 
spinning  the  natural  minnow  which  will  mterest 
many  of  our  readers  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Having  fished  minnow 
for  trout  for  many  years  (would  that  I  could  have 
them  over  again),  and  tried  innumerable  dodges,  I 
am  sending  you  a  description  of  what  I  consider 
the  best  flight  and  trace,  though  it  is  little  known. 
It  has  one  drawback  only,  and  that  is,  it  won  t  do 
for  mummies.    The  minnows  must  be  fresh. 

"  I  begin  from  the  reel  Une  -with  about  eighteen 
inches  or  less  of  spun  hair,  which  imparts  a  little 
extra  give  and  take  when  in  a  rough  trout.  Then 
two  feet  of  stoutish  gut,  a  small  brass  No.  10  swivel, 
two  feet  finer  gut,  swivel  as  before,  two  feet  more 
gut  getting  finer,  a  shp  swivel,  not  large  on  any 
account,  and  then  on  eighteen  inches  of  fine  un- 
drawn fly  gut  comes  the  flight.  This  last  eighteen- 
inch  piece  has  a  loop  to  slip  on  the  swivel  at  one 
end,  and  is  wrapped  al-ng  with  a  short  piece  of 
salmon  gut  on  to  a  small  triangle,  then  another 
triangle  on  the  other  end  of  the  salmon  gut  com- 
pletes the  flight  — the  triangles  to  be  one  inch 
apart  from  point  to  point  of  hooks  when  fimshed. 
The  salmon  gut  prevents  the  tail  triangle  twistmg 
up  near  the  other,  and  is  essential. 

"  To  bait,  I  use  a  darning  needle  which  I  make  as 
follows  into  a  baiting  needle  :—  ,       -n  • 

"  Take  the  temper  out  of  both  ends  of  needle  m 
the  flame  of  a  candle,  then  when  hot,  with  pliers, 
bend  the  point  into  a  small  round  eye,  and  thread  a 
loop  of  string  through  it  six  inches  long,  to  hang  it 
to  a  buttonhole  when  using. 

"  Next  file  a  nick  througrh  one  side  of  the  long 
eye  in  the  head  of  the  needle,  nearest  the  body  of 
the  needle  of  course,  and  a  handy  Uttle  needle  is 
ready. 

"  To  bait,  take  minnow  between  thumb  and 
fingers  of  left  hand,  push  needle  down  mouth  and 
out  at  vent,  slip  loop  over  the  nick  into  the  eye 
and  draw  out,  as  before  inserted,  slip  loop  off,  drop 
needle  and  attach  to  the  trace,  and  never  let  it  be 
still  when  in  the  water.  It  spins  beautifully.  The 
shank  of  top  triangle  is  hidden  in  the  minnow,  and 
the  fish  expel  the  minnow  when  hooked  up  the  gut. 
If  the  minnow  is  torn  at  the  vent  by  a  fish,  it  can  be 
used  again  by  sticking  one  hook  into  the  tail  end  of 
minnow  just  below,  to  one  side  of  the  vent.  There 
are  no  flanges  to  interfere  with  the  contact  in  the 
run,  and  in  taking  the  hooks  out  of  the  net  or  a 
fish,  the  stiffness  is  a  help,  and  you  never  break 
them  off  as  they  don't  neck,  though  the  top  one 
may  fray  the  fine  gut.  To  avoid  this,  I  -wTap  the 
shank  point  first  (with  the  thick  gut  in),  and  then 
add  the  fine  gut  next. 

"  This  year  I  have  tried  a  small  eyed  triangle  for 
the  top  one,  and  find  it  answers  all  right,  but  am 
not  quite  used  to  its  looks  as  yet.  As  to  leads,  I 
prefer  split  shot  to  a  lead  in  the  minnow,  and  have 
tried  many  kinds.  Trout  are  not  jack,  and  don't 
care  for  a  splash. 

"  When  fishing  in  the  Ouse  at  Bedford  this  year, 
I  came  across  a  man  spinning  for  jack  vnii.  this 
flight,  the  first  I  had  ever  met  who  used  it.  and  he 
told  me  it  was  sold  bv  Slater,  and  I  apologise  to  the 

I  inventor  for  putting  this  in  your  paper. 

"I  have  tried  two,  back  to  back,  and  one  large 

'  below  ;  two  back  to  back  and  ditto  below,  but 

i  Uke  the  two  triangles  kept  stiflly  apart,  better  than 

i  any  other  combination. 

I  "  '\Yhenever  I  see  a  trout  following  my  minnow, 
if  I  look  the  other  way  and  wobble  the  rod  about, 
it's  even  chances  I  feel  him,  and  vice  versa.  But 
not  so  if  one  tries  to  hook  it  oneself. 
!  "  This  may  be  new  to  someone,  Sir.  and  if  not, 
_'I  apbroeise.  agaip^  fOT  a.  Yen'  good  '  chrstm  t.'i-- 
Ytjurs  Binc^ttel;7^      '       •  OLfsrEii'PEbcTEBi*' 
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"  Look  out  foe  a  Long,''Cold  Winter." 

After  a  cold,  wet  summer,  Mr.  Frank  Heywood 
writes  to  Forest  and  Stream  to  inform  every  body- 
that  he  is  bujdng  his  winter  fuel  right  now  because 
an  old  half-breed,  Xavier  Francis,  "  hits  the  bull's 
eye  every  time,"  and  he  has  known  him  forty-seven 
years.  Let  us  hope  the  old  boy's  prognostications 
do  not  extend  to  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  It  is 
interesting  to  see  where  and  how  he  reads  the  signs 
of  coming  cold,  and  plenty  of  it. 

"  Wall,  seh,  I  was  goin'  tol'  you  somet'ing,  mah 
fren'.  W'en  you  was  saw  fiel'  corn  inside  of  it,  dat 
tick,  heavy  husk — tick,  tick,  lak  bundle  straw — you 
mus'  mak'  planty  warm  places  for  you'  cattle,  and 
planty  wood  for  you'  fireplace,  dat  tam  we  goin' 
see  planty  col'  winter — planty  snow.  It  was  dat 
kan  o'  corn  husk  we  see  dis  year  ;  also  w'en  you 
was  see  beeg,  beeg  piles  hack'ry  nut  an'  hacorn  in 
de  wood,  an'  many,  many  leetle  squirrel  ketch  'em 
up  an'  hide  'em  een  dare  nes',  den  you  look  out ; 
dat  was  w'at  I  see  dis  year.  Also,  mah  fren',  w'en 
you  was  see  dat  thorn  apple  full,  full  dare  blossom', 
and  full,  full  o'  dare  apple,  too,  you  mus'  not  t'ink 
we  goin'  have  hopen  wintare  ;  ef  you  do,  you  goin' 
git  lef,  sure.  Also  w'en  you  was  look  an'  see 
muskrat  mak'  hees  house  beeg,  beeg  an'  tick,  den 
you  want  bank  up  you'  house,  house,  and  mak' 
planty  split  wood  for  hoi'  woman  to  make  fire. 
Wall,  mah  fren',  we  was  goin'  see  hall  dese  t'ings 
dis  year,  hevry  one.    You  wait — you  see." 

I  hope  that  somebody  in  Forest  and  Stream  will 
remember  this  prophecy  next  April,  and  see  what 
there  was  in  it. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Hancock — who  used  to  be  in  business 
in  Holborn,  and  who  is  now  in  the  Fishing  Tackle 
Depirtmentof  Messrs.  Harrod's,  Limited,  Brompton 
— tells  me  that  a  young  lady.  Miss  Selby,  killed  a 
IS^lb.  salmon  on  one  of  their  greenheart  trout 
rods  the  other  day,  after  a  fight  of  over  an  hour. 
I  congratulate  Miss  Selby ;  the  fish  is  said  to  be 
the  record  for  the  Bowmont  water,  of  recent  years 
at  any  rate,  and  is  being  set  up  by  Mr.  Chisholm, 
of  Kelso.  R.  B.  Marston. 


A  FIGHT  WITH  A  HEAVY 
SALMON. 


Some  years  ago  I  had  a  curious  adventure  on  the 
tidal  waters  of  a  large  river  on  the  west  coast  of 
Norway,  which  may  perhaps  be  worth  relating  in 
coimection  with  big  fish  experiences.  The  tract  of 
forest  through  which  the  lower  part  of  the  stream  in 
question  fiowed  contained  a  lot  of  capercailzie,  and 
the  original  object  of  the  day's  expedition  was  to 
try  for  some  of  those  fine  birds.  The  weather 
latterly,  however,  had  been  very  wet,  and  having 
learned  that,  although  it  was  the  last  week  in 
August,  the  nets  at  the  mouth  had  been  getting  a 
few  heavy  fish,  we  put  a  couple  of  trolling  rods  into 
the  boat  along  with  the  guns  and  other  shooting 
paraphernalia. 

Owing  to  a  favourable  breeze  we  covered  the 
eight  or  nine  miles  of  fjord  that  intervened  between 
our  headquarters  and  the  entrance  to  the  river  in 
unexpectedly  good  time,  and  as  the  rising  sun  began 
to  tinge  the  mists  that  drifted  along  the  tops  of  the 
fjelds  with  rosy  light  we  started  fishing  in  what 
might  be  described  as  the  sea  pool,  a  flat,  uninterest- 
ing piece  of  water  some  300yds.  in  width,  but  vrith 
a  nice  deep  stream  flowing  along  a  ledge  of  seaweed- 
clad  rocks  on  the  right  bank.  Although  the  tide 
had  not  quite  run  out  there  were  some  grilse  jump- 
ing in  it,  of  which  I  secured  one  ;  but  when,  on  a 
most  beautiful  brand-new  Blue  Phantom  of  large 
dimensions,  mounted  on  a  brand-new  treble  gut 
trace,  strong  enough  to  pull  out  a  horse,  my  friend 
Jack  C.  succeeded  in  luring  to  its  destruction  a 
diminutive  codling,  we  thought  it  was  time  to  clear. 
Immediately  above  there  was  a  strongish  current 
for  some  distance,  but  by  working  the  eddies  for  all 
they  were  worth,  and  occasionally  using  a  couple  of 
birch  poles,  the  men  got  our  craft  up  to  the  top  of  a 
pool  of  a  more  defined  character  than  the  first. 
There  I  hooked  a  sporting  fish  of  151b.  or  2Glb.  on  the 
spoon  ;  but  he  was  altogether  too  energetic,  leaping 
high  out  of  the  water  time  after  time,  besides  being 
no  doubt  very  tender  in  the  mouth,  and  within  five 
minutes  the  hold  gave.  Jack's  Phantom  then 
attracted  something  better  than  its  last  victim,  the 
despised  codling,  and  after  some  cruising  about,  old 
•Axel  gaffed  out  a  female  22-pounder  clean  run,  with 
any  amo'unt  df  sea  lice  in  the  neigtibb"urhoo'd  of  the 


vent;  Almost  immediately  on  getting  afloat  the 
Phantom  was  again  seized,  and  ere  long  a  cock  fish 
of  181b.  was  kicking  about  among  the  juniper  bushes 
that  clothed  the  banks.  After  despatching  a  sub- 
stantial breakfast,  we  started,  to  the  huge  dehght  of 
Jenny,  the  setter  (who  though  interested  in  the 
fishing  could  not  quite  make  it  all  out),  with  the 
guns  and  one  man,  instructing  the  other  to  meet  us 
with  the  boat  later  on  in  the  day  a  couple  of  miles 
further  up  at  the  limit  of  our  water,  where  was  a 
very  fine  pool  supposed  always  to  contain  heavy 
fish  late  in  the  season. 

With  the  capercailzie  we  had  fair  sport,  so  much 
so  that  when  we  arrived  at  the  appointed  spot  Jack 
elected  to  go  on  shooting  alone,  while  I  with  the 
two  men  got  afloat  once  more.  The  crack  pool  was 
evidently  in  good  order,  but  to  my  great  disgust  we 
fished  it  down  an  absolute  blank,  without  getting  so 
much  as  a  touch.  So  great,  however,  was  Axel's 
faith  that  at  his  instance  we  rowed  back  to  the  head 
and  started  harling  it  over  again  with  two  new 
lures — a  moderate-sized  Brown  Phantom,  some- 
what heavily  leaded,  and  a  spoon  of  smaller  dimen- 
sions than  the  one  discarded.  About  half-way  down 
the  Phantom  was  stopped  dead,  and  as  after  getting 
in  the  other  line  nothing  eventuated,  I  thought  we 
must  have  fouled  a  snag  at  the  bottom.  On 
approaching  the  spot,  with  a  steady  strain  on  the 
rod,  I  was  quickly  undeceived,  for  the  hne  flew  off 
the  reel  at  racing  speed  as  the  fish  shot  up  and 
across  the  broad,  slow-flowing  current.  After  work- 
ing about  without  getting  so  much  as  a  ghmpse  of 
him  for  over  twenty  minutes,  it  became  evident  that 
I  had  hooked  one  of  the  Kjaempe  Lax  (gianfc  salmon) 
aboutwhichAxel was  always  spinningyarns,  and  that 
we  were  in  for  a  prolonged  fight.  Then  a  yeU  from 
the  shore  armounced  the  return  of  Jack,  and  we 
endeavoured  gingerly  to  get  over  to  the  point  of 
rock  on  which  he — not  knowing  the  caUbre  of  the 
creature  to  which  we  were  attached — was  wildly 
gesticulating.  Before,  however,  we  got  within  a 
dozen  yards  our  fish  got  tired  of  promenading  in 
that  particular  direction,  and  with  a  savage  rush 
took  out  at  least  100yds.  in  the  opposite  one.  As 
we  started  off  in  hasty  pursuit  Jenny  seemed  to 
appreciate  in  some  degree  her  master's  disgust,  for 
she  set  up  a  prolonged  howl,  which  under  the  cir- 
cumstances sounded  irritatingly  ludicrous. 

A  second  time  we  got  within  talking  distance  of 
the  point,  but  on  this  occasion  only  while  pulling 
desperately  after  the  salmon,  which  now  seemed  to 
have  made  up  its  mind  to  leave  the  pool.  I  had 
only  just  time  to  shout  to  my  friend  that  he  had 
better  follow  on  down  stream  as  best  he  could  and 
watch  events  before  we  got  into  the  sweep  of  the 
effluent  rapid,  and  down  this  we  progressed  in  fine 
style.  Before,  however,  we  had  quite  cleared  it,  the 
fish  took  it  into  its  head  to  stop  suddenly — probably 
behind  some  submerged  boulder,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence the  boat  shot  past  it  into  the  next  pool, 
leaving  me  with  an  uncomfortably  long  line  out  up 
stream.  By  dint  of  persistent  hauling  I  at  last 
managed  to  move  him,  and  he  came  slowly  and 
reluctantly  back  towards  us,  showing  for  a  brief 
moment  his  huge  broadside  as  he  rolled  up  to 
the  surface.  After  exploiting  this  second  pool 
pretty  thoroughly,  he  seemed  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  upon  the  whole  the  sea  was  the  best 
place  in  this  world  for  a  Norway  Lax,  and  so  accord- 
ingly we  again  started  off  down  sti-eam,  traversing 
quite  another  mile  of  water.  In  the  intervals  of 
this  performance  I  every  now  and  again  heard  the 
shouts  and  curses  of  friend  Jack  as  he  ploughed  his 
way  along  the  banks  over  what,  to  judge  from  his 
"  langwidge,"  was  evidently  a  bad  "  country." 
Clearly  he  did  not  appreciate  the  situation.  At 
last  our  fish  "  came  to  "  at  a  place  I  recognised,  but 
instead  of  their  being  a  strongish  stream,  as  in  the 
morning,  the  water  was  quite  dead.  We  had  met 
the  upflowing  tide  !  Here  another  effort  was  made 
to  get  the  capercailzie  shooter  on  board,  and  this 
time  were  were  nearly  successful,  but  fortune  and 
the  fish  determined  otherwise,  and  just  as  he  was 
preparing  for  a  spring  we  were  obUged  to  respond  to 
a  run  in  the  direction  of  the  opposite  bank.  Things 
now  began  to  assume  quite  a  semi-dramatic  appear- 
ance. There  was  Jack,  attended  by  the  ever-faith- 
ful Jeimy,  standing  on  the  bank  exhausting  all  the 
figures  of  speech  in  his  vocabulary,  but  xmable  in 
spite  of  his  eloquence  to  get  on  board  the  boat,  where 
the  food  and  whisky  were.  The  fact  of  coming  into 
contact  with  the  banked-up  water  seemed  to  have 
put  new  life  in  the  fish,  which  showed  evident  signs 
of  retracing  its  steps,  while  I  was  dead  beat  with 
holding  oti  so  Ittog.    In  a  short  time  Ve  were  on 


our  way  up  stream  again  in  the  wake  of  the  salmon,- 
which  seemed  httle  the  worse  for  its  exertions.- 
Handing  the  rod  to  Axel,  -ndth  strict  injunctions  not 
to  slacken  line  for  an  instant,  I  dropped  into  the 
stern  sheets,  and  as  we  circumnavigated  a  wooded 
headland,  a  fire  springing  up  behind  showed  that 
friend  Jack  had  made  up  his  mind  to  make  the  best 
of  things  and  to  remain  where  he  was. 

The  journey  up  river  in  the  fading  light  was  much 
more  difficult  than  the  down  one  had  been,  for  the 
altered  water  conditions  concealed  obstacles  which 
were  previously  obvious  and  thus  possible  to  avoid; 
One  especially  nasty  spot  I  now  recalled— a  con- 
glomeration of  water-logged  timber  and  dead 
branches,  which  projected  some  lOyds,  or  12yds.  out 
into  the  main  channel  at  a  very  critical  point — and 
for  this  I  looked  out  anxiously,  having  had  a  narrow 
squeak  of  fouling  it  on  the  way  down.  I  had  taken 
the  rod  from  Axel,  and  was  standing  up  in  the  bow. 
All  seemed  going  smoothly,  when  suddenly  I  felt 
something  obstruct  the  line  between  where  it  entered 
the  water  and  the  fish.  There  was  a  nasty  jar,  then 
direct  communication  was  restored,  and  a  whole  lot 
of  rotten  branches  came  floating  up  to  the  surface. 
I  glanced  up  at  the  bank,  and  there  sure  enough  was 
the  clump  of  pines  that  marked  the  spot  where  lay 
the  abominable  snag.  For  a  brief  second  or  two  I 
thought  we  had  cleared  it,  then  there  came  a  regular 
jam,  and  I  knew  that  all  was  over.  There  was  a 
tremendous  struggle  before  the  treble  gut  ultimately 
gave,  during  which  the  mighty  fish,  brought  up  all 
standing,  so  to  speak,  was  actually  forced  to  the 
top  of  the  water.    Then,  alas  !  we  parted. 

What  weight  this  salmon  was  it  is  of  course  im- 
possible to  say.  The  boatmen  made  some  liberal 
estimates  after  the  disastrous  termination.  That 
he  was  exceptionally  heavy  goes  without  saying  ; 
but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  must  have  been 
hooked  elsewhere  than  in  the  mouth  only — probably 
in  the  queer,  straggly  way  phantom  minnows  some- 
times have,  and  that  this  accounted  for  the  extra- 
ordinarily long  fight  he  made.  Rtjgde. 


SPOTS"  NEAE  HOME. 


These  are  not  sun  spots  of  course,  they  are 
spots  to  fish  on  the  Thames  within  easy  reach  of 
the  metropolitan  angler.     Spots   that  are  worth 
fishing  are  few  and  far  between,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  have  been  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
fished  out.    In  the  tidal  water  it  is  possible  to 
obtain  occasionally  a  good  day's  sport,  when  punt 
fishing,  but  the  bank  angler  will  have  plenty  of 
hard  work  to  do  before  he  can  hope  to  fill  his  creel,  i 
even  with  moderate  sized  fish.    That  being  the  | 
case,  I  recommend  the  bank  angler  to  try  one  or  » 
two  swims  above  Teddington  Lock.    There  is  a  * 
good  stretch  of  water  from  the  weir  head  to  100  ! 
yards  above  the  danger-board  which  is  fairly  level  | 
and  a  nice  depth  for  bank  fishing.     There  are 
several  ideal-looking  swims  here  (with  the  water 
as  it  now  is)  for  roach,  and  the  angler  who  has  a 
dozen  minnows  with  him  is  almost  certain  of  . 
getting  a  few  perch.    The  roach  caught  here  of  late  * 
years  have  not,  as  a  rule,  been  large.    No  doubt 
that  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  water,  being  near 
London,  is  frequently  fished.    Still  it  is  possible  to  ; 
get  two  or  three  dozen  fish  if  the  wind  is  not  blow-  ' 
ing  up  stream.    The  angler  in  a  punt  will  find  a 
good  roach  swim  on  the  opposite  shore,  say,  half  a 
punt's  length  from  the  bank,  and  50  yards  up  from 
the  tail  end  of  the  large  island.    There  is  about  . 
6ft.  of  water  as  a  rule.    The  punt  must  be  placed 
well  back  from  the  end  of  the  island,  as  the  ground 
rises  gradually,  and  if  one  is  too  low  down  the 
swim  will  be  cut  short.- 

Reverting  to  the  bank  angler.  He  need  not 
bother  much  about  fishing  higher  up,  unless  he  tries 
that  immense  stretch  of  quiet  water  off  the  Canbury 
Promenade.  It  is  deep,  and  the  bottom  is  level. 
Some  fair-sized  fish  are  caught  there,  but  the  place, 
like  others,  is  much  over-fished.  Heaps  of  ground- 
baiting  is  done  here  all  the  season  through,  so  there 
is  plenty  of  attraction  for  the  fish.  Sometimes  a 
pike  or  a  few  perch  may  be  had. 

The  London  angler  who  wishes  to  fish  above 
Kingston  Bridge  to  Surbiton  should  book  to 
Kingston  station,  or  if  he  wishes  for  Thames 
Ditton,  Surbiton  station  is  the  best.  With  the 
water  in  its  present  condition,  and  with  no  river 
traffic,  there  should  be  a  good  chance  of  getting 
some  good  roach  just  below  or  a  little  above  Pope's 
Ferry  steps.  The  water  is  6ft.  deep^  and  the  bottom 
is  level  grawl  for  some  distance,    Stiffish  gfCund 
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bait,  but  plenty,  should  be  used,  as  the  stream  is 
fairly  fast,  and  the  float  should  carry  about  twenty 
spUt  shots.  Higher  up  near  the  white  rails  the 
bottom  is  of  soft  sand  and  the  depth  rather  shallow 
for  the  bank  angler.  Spoit  is  precarious,  as  if  the 
water  i^  clear  the  fish  leave  it  for  deeper  parts. 
The  punt  angler  should  fish  as  far  out  as  the  stream 
will  allow  him  to  do  in  comfort,  and  the  punt 
should  be  moored  opposite  to  a  taU  poplar  tree. 
The  Townsend  Hole  is  just  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  and  the  best  roach  in  the  district  have 
been  taken  here  during  the  past  few  weeks.  The 
water  is  the  deepest  to  be  found.  Great  care  must 
be  taken  in  selecting  a  swim  as  the  spot  is 
practically  a  large,  deep  eddy,  and  the  current 
will  work  back  under  the  punt  unless  some 
judgment  is  used  in  mooring.  Occasionally 
plenty  of  perch  are  to  be  had,  and  it  was  in 
this  locality  that  Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill  once 
captured  a  cirp  of  91b.  Of  course,  carp  fishing  is 
out  of  the  question  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
but  the  fact  is  mentioned  to  show  that  the  hole  is 
more  deserving  of  attention  than  is  generally 
thought.  Higher  up  stream,  on  the  opposite  bank, 
there  are  one  or  two  swims  on  the  bend,  and  in  the 
eddy  opposite  Budden  and  Hart's  boathouse,  for 
bank  anglers,  but  better  water  is  to  be  found  in  the 
eddy  immediately  in  front  of  the  boathouse  itself, 
or  even  a  shade  below,  near  the  sailing  club.  Only 
a  few  days  ago  Mr.  F.  Sands  had  a  good  take  of 
roach  here,  many  of  the  fish  going  fib.  each.  It  is 
scarcely  worth  while  fishing  higher  up  until  Ditton 
is  reached,  as  the  stream  is  fast  and  the  water  near 
the  bank  rather  too  low.-  But  opposite  the  wharf 
at  Ditton  there  is  a  nice  level  sandy-bottom  piece  of 
slack  water  which  occasionally  yields  some  good  fish. 
I  have  personally  caught  roach  there  up  to  l|lb., 
and  the  whole  of  the  water  can  be  fished  from  the 
bank.  Across  stream,  below  the  ferry,  there  is  a  good 
roach  swim,  provided  the  stream  is  not  too  fast.  The 
water  is  only  four  feet  deep,  and  so  should  be  fished 
with  as  much  quietude  as  possible.  After  passing 
the  ferry,  the  tail  end  of  the  first  island  at  Ditton, 
on  the  inner  side,  used  to  be  a  good  spot  to  fish, 
but  during  the  last  week  or  so  men  have  been  at 
work  with  the  ballast  punt,  and  have  taken  all  the 
sand  from  the  hole.  The  best  place  to  fish  is  the 
slack  water  at  the  top  end  of  the  long  island  on 
the  inside,  near  the  Ditton  bank,  where  the  bottom 
is  sandy.  Roach  up  to  lib.  each  have  been  caught 
there  during  the  week.  The  swims  at  Hampton 
Court  may  also  be  considered  as  spots  near  the 
metropolis ;  but  as  there  are  many  places  to 
mention,  both  above  as  well  as  below  the  lock,  they 
must  be  reserved  for  a  future  occasion. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


ILL-GOTTEN  TEOUT. 

Time  as  a  rule  rubs  off  the  rough  edges,  but 
sometimes  has  a  contrary  effect.  It  has  produced 
such  opposite  results  in  the  case  of  certain  nefarious 
practices  connected  with  the  capture,  now  many 
years  ago,  of  some  fine  trout.  Strange  it  is  that 
the  writer,  who  was  then  foremost  in  devising  and 
using  illegal  methods  for  taking  fish,  is  now  the  most 
imcompromising  opponent  of  any  lure  for  Salmonidce 
other  than  artificial  fly.  But  let  us  get  to  the  river, 
hoping  that  the  reader  may  find  some  excuse  for 
"  the  style  of  fishing "  and  extenuating  circum- 
stances for  the  criminals.  The  criminals  were  two 
in  number,  the  writer  and  his  companion,  the  latter 
owning  a  ticket  on  a  good  stretch  of  a  famous 
chalk  stream.  The  WTiter,  or.  as  it  would  be  more 
fit  to  say  in  a  confession  of  this  kind,  I,  carried  the 
net  and  looked  on  while  my  companion  fished,  and 
it  will  be  allowed  by  anglers  that  the  next  best 
thing  to  fishing  is  to  watch  a  capable  performer. 
It  will  hardly  be  necessary  to  add  that  the  use  of 
any  lure  other  than  the  artificial  fly  was  strictly 
forbidden.  School  hours  did  not  allow  us  much 
time  on  the  river  ;  we  could  not  get  there  before 
noon  and  had  to  be  back  for  diimer  by  a  quarter  past 
one.  Sometimes  an  hour,  from  2  p.m.  to  3  p.m., 
was  snatched  when  we  should  have  been  preparing 
for  afternoon  school,  and  on  half-holidays  we  were 
free  from  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  The  evening  fishing,  so 
far  as  we  were  concerned,  lasted  from  6  p.m.  to 
8  p.m.  By  the  latter  hour  we  had  to  be  in  for  the 
night.  For  all  that  my  companion,  in  spite  of  his 
comparatively  tender  years,  was  well  able  to  hold 
his  own,  and  if  fish  were  to  be  caught,  generally  had 
his  share. 

^  It  was  a  lovely  hot  June  afternooDj  and  if  scenery 


could  have  softened  our  hearts,  we  surely  should 
never  have  dreamt  of  using  anything  but  the  driest 
of  dry  flies.  What  could  be  fairer  than  the  prospect 
before  us  :  one  of  the  most  lovely  streams  in  Hamp- 
shire flowing  through  water-meadows  in  all  the 
glory  of  June  ;  upstream  of  us  the  old  chapel  tower 
of  our  school  standing  out  amidst  many  a  fine  plane 
tree,  and  behind  it 

Over  many  a  range 
Of  wanmg  lime  the  gray  cathedral  towers. 
Across  a  hazy  glimmer  of  the  west, 
Reveal'd  their  shining  windows. 

Below  us  an  old  hospital  peacefully  nestled 
amongst  its  grand  old  elms  in  full  and  luxuriant 
leaf.  But  somehow  at  school  scenery  has  not  much 
effect  on  one.  ^Tiat  did  affect  us  was  the  total 
absence  of  rise  on  the  river.  And  so  it  fell  out  that 
after  wandering  do^yn  and  up  the  whole  length  of 
the  water — for,  mark  you,  my  companion  had  every 
intention  of  using  nothing  but  dry  fly,  and  after  all 
the  intention  is  everything — we  found  ourselves  at 
a  certain  classic  spot  known  as  Waterman's  Hut. 
Just  above  this  cottage  was  a  bridge,  and  below  the 
bridge  were  hatches  by  which  the  water  from  the 
river  could  be  drawn  off  into  a  carrier  and  so  through 
the  water-meadows.  Of  this  carrier  more  anon. 
Whilst  my  companion  was  idly  casting  in  the  rush 
and  swirl  of  water  below  the  hatches,  my  eye  was 
suddenly  attracted  by  a  great  commotion  in  a  tiny 
Uttle  chalky  bay  at  my  feet.  We  both  watched  the 
spot,  and  soon  saw  its  whiteness  change  to  blackness 
as  a  dense  mass  of  minnows  crowded  in.  Suddenly 
in  dashed  a  big  trout,  and  the  minnows  scattered  in 
every  direction,  but  not  so  quickly  but  what  the 
marauder  seized  one.  Several  of  these  raids  took 
place,  and  then  I  remarked  : 

"  If  only  we  had  a  minnow  net." 

"  There  is  one  in  Waterman's  Hut,'-  replied  my 
companion. 

We  looked  round,  saw  no  one  in  sight,  fetched  the 
net,  and  soon  had  a  fine,  lively  minnow.  A  fly  was 
quickly  stripped  of  wing  and  hackle,  the  cast  duly 
weighted,  and  a  minnow  impaled  on  the  hook. 
Then  my  companion  anxiously  dropped  the  minnow 
into  the  rush  of  water  below  the  hatch  and  sent  it 
forth  on  a  voyage  of  discovery.  The  minnow 
slowly  sank  as  it  was  carried  down  by  the  stream  ; 
then  suddenly  the  line  described  a  dehghtful  curve 
upstream,  the  rod  point  was  smartly  raised,  and  a 
trout  hooked.  The  fish  made  a  most  determined 
attempt  to  get  up  through  the  open  hatch,  but  the 
tackle  was  sound  and  the  weight  of  water  too  great, 
and  after  a  sharp  struggle  a  fine  trout  just  over  lib. 
was  safely  netted.  Another  fish  of  similar  size  was 
caught  in  the  same  way,  and  then  the  sport  got  slack, 
or  the  high  road  which  ran  over  the  above-mentioned 
bridge  appeared  dangerously  near-.  At  any  rate,  my 
companion  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  try 
some  of  the  hatch-holes  in  the  water-meadows, 
where  we  should  be  further  from  observation.  We 
followed  the  carrier  do-\vn  till  we  came  to  the  first 
hatch  beneath  which  lay  a  deep,  dark,  sulky  hole. 
Here  the  rod  was  placed  in  my  hands.  Now  a  long 
black  gown  is  hardly  the  garment  one  would  choose 
to  go  fishing  in,  nor  is  a  white  straw  hat  the  best 
head-dress,  though  no  doubt  both  of  them  impress 
one  with  the  all-important  necessity  of  keeping  out 
of  sight.  However,  throwing  down  my  hat  and 
tucking  up  my  gown  extra  tight,  I  crawled  down  to 
the  hole.  The  minnow  was  hardly  in  the  water 
before  a  good  fish  seized  it,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction 
of  landing  a  fine  Hlb.  trout.  So  ended  our  after- 
noon's fishing. 

Yet  another  reminiscence  of  a  stiU  blacker  crime. 
"  Shades  of  old  Izaak  !  "  I  hear  someone  say,  "  not 
a  worm  ?  "■  Worse,  my  friend,  far  worse.  But  let 
me,  without  further  interruption,  confess  my  sin 
and  get  the  weight  of  this  foul  deed  off  my  conscience. 
Reference  was  made  above  to  a  carrier  and  the  first 
hatch  leading  from  it  with  a  pool  below  in  which  a 
fish  of  IJlb.  was  caught.  We  often  noticed  an  odd 
trout  in  this  carrier,  no  doubt  attracted  from  the 
river  by  the  rich  feeding.  We  further  noticed  that 
when  this  hatch  was  up  these  stray  trout  invariably 
rushed  down  before  us  and  dropped  down  through 
the  open  hatchway.  Yet  another  thing  we  noticed 
— we  must  have  been  very  observant  in  those  days — 
and  that  was  a  most  capacious  long-handled  landing- 
net  hanging  up  in  Waterman's  Hut.  The  net  was 
about  two  feet  in  diameter  and  was  used  for  catching 
pike  when  they  went  up  the  ditches  in  spring  to 
spawn.  Who  first  suggested  a  base  usage  for  this 
net  I  cannot  say,  nor  should  I  now  be  anxious  to 
claim  the  doubtful  honour  of  having  originated  the 
scheme.    The  scheme  was  as  follows  :   I  was  to 


approach  the  hatch  circuitously,  so  as  not  to  show 
myself  to  the  fish  in  the  carrier,  and  then  to  lower 
the  net  down  over  the  hatch,  whilst  my  companion 
was  to  wade  down  the  carrier  with  his  rod  and 
drive  all  before  him.  Of  course  the  scheme  would 
only  be  practicable  when  the  hatch  was  lifted. 

An  opportunity  soon  came  of  testing  our  scheme. 
One  hot  July  afternoon  the  trout,  as  is  so  often  the 
case  on  summer  afternoons,  refused  to  rise,  but  as 
luck  would  have  it  the  water  was  flowing  down  the 
carrier  and  the  first  hatch  leading  from  it  was  up. 
Arming  myself  with  the  great  net,  I  crept  up  to  this 
hatch,  and  as  soon  as  the  net  was  in  position,  with 
the  bag  of  it  carried  well  down  out  of  sight  by  the 
stream,  my  companion  started  wading  down  the 
carrier.  Presently  a  shout  warned  me  that  a  fish 
had  been  started.  Lying  down  as  flat  as  possible, 
I  just  peered  over  the  edge  and  saw  first  the  wave 
and  then  the  form  of  a  fine  trout  coming  towards 
me.  As  the  fish  neared  the  hatch  and  felt  the 
influence  of  the  inrush,  it  turned  head  upstream, 
and  then  slowly  dropped  down  under  the  hatch  and 
into  the  net  tail  first.  As  soon  as  it  appeared  to 
be  well  inside,  the  net  was  smartly  raised,  and  by 
the  time  my  companion  reached  me  a  fine  ?lb. 
trout  had  been  done  to  death.  W.  E.  B, 

FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev,  Geegoby  G,  Batejian,  A,,KQi 

{Continued  from  page  272.) 
CHAPTER  XL 
Mussels,- 

The  Conchifera  (sheU-bearers),  or  Bivalves,  form 
one  of  the  sub-divisions  of  the  Molluscs.  They 
never  live  (as  so  many  of  the  gasteropods,  or  uni- 
valves, do)  upon  land,  but  always  in  either  fresh  or 
salt  water,  most  of  them,  however,  being  inhabitants 
of  the  latter.  The  fresh-water  bivalves  are  not 
only  useful  in  the  aquarium,  but  they  are  in  them- 
selves full  of  interest,  and  anyone  who  will  watch 
and  study  them  a  httle  will  certainly  be  rewarded 
for  his  trouble. 

Those  who  begin  keeping  aquaria  are  sometimes 
advised  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Conchifera, 
as  they  are  so  hkely  to  die  and  corrupt  the  water. 
I  cannot  say  that  such  has  been  my  experience,  for 
I  have  rarely  known  them  die,  and  my  tanks  have 
never  suffered  any  bad  effects  to  my  knowledge 
through  their  death.  Nor  are  they  hkely,  as  far  as 
I  know,  to  do  any  harm  by  their  slowly  ploughing 
through  the  sand  and  gravel  at  the  bottom  of  the 
aquarium.  As  a  rule,  they  are  useful  as  scavengers, 
for  they  extract  from  the  water  particles  of  animal 
and  vegetable  matter.  They  are  exceedingly  pro- 
hfic,  and,  breeding  readily  in  confinement,  their  eggs 
and  fry  supply  the  fish  with  suitable  food.  Some 
bivalves  of  course  are  more  active  than  others.  For 
example,  some  of  the  SphceriidcB  will  frequently 
ascend  the  sides  of  the  aquarium  or  float  along  the 
imder-surface  of  the  water  apparently  with  the 
same  ease  that  the  Planorhis  corneus  performs  the 
hke  feat,  or  they  will  suspend  themselves  in  the 
water  by  means  of  a  "  moUuscan  thread,"  while 
some  of  the  Unionidce  wiU  seem  to  remain  for  days 
in  the  same  place  without  moving. 

The  soft  parts  of  a  "  shell- bearing  "  moUusc  con- 
sist chiefly  of  a  mantle  having  two  lobes  or  divisions, 
leaf-like  gills,  siphons,  or  a  siphon  or  orifices,  and  a 
tongue-shaped  foot,  which  can  be  considerably  elon- 
gated, and  sometimes  possesses  a  tuft  of  muscular 
threads  called  a  "  byssus,"  by  means  of  which  the 
animal  can  attach  itself  to  foreign  bodies.  There 
are  also  various  muscles,  a  heart,  a  liver,  a  stomach, 
and  intestines.    There  is  no  distinct  head. 

The  two  valves  or  shells  of  these  molluscs  are 
drawn  together  by  means  of  muscles  called  the 
"  adductor  muscles."  Some  of  the  Conchifera  have 
only  one  adductor  muscle,  which  is  situated  near 
the  centre  of  the  body,  while  others  possess  two,  one 
of  which  is  placed  towards  the  anterior  extremity  of 
the  animal,  and  the  other  towards  the  posterior. 
The  former  molluscs  are  called  Monomyarian  (having 
one  muscle),  the  latter  Dimyarian  (having  two 
muscles).  The  places  inside  the  shells  to  which 
these  muscles  are  attached  are  marked  by  an  im- 
pression, more  or  less  distinct,  called  the  "  mus- 
cular scar."    Another  scar,  the  "  palUal,"  runs  from 

■*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
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the  anterior  muscular  scar,  following  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  edge  the  course  of  the  ventral  margin 
of  the  shell,  and  then  joins  the  posterior  muscular 
scar.  This  palhal  scar  shows  where  the  mantle  of 
the  animal  was  attached  to  the  shell.  The  two 
valves  are  joined  together  by  a  hinge,  which  often 
possesses  teeth.  The  hgament,  as  the  hinge  is  some- 
times called,  is  either  external  or  internal.  The 
male  and  female  of  these  moUuscs  are  united  in  the 
same  individual.  Figs.  143  and  144  vnll  perhaps 
help  to  make  plain  the  following  description  of  some 
of  the  bivalves  suitable  for  the  fresh-water  aquarium. 
The  Lamdlibranchiata  (possessors  of  leaf-like  gills). 


or-. 


Fig   143.    Outline  of  the  Dorsal  Paet  of 
BOTH  Valves  of  ["nio  ttjmidus. 
aa,  Thicluiess  ■  bb  Umbo  ;  c,  Lunule  ;  d,  Ligament ;  e,  Anterior 
Extremity  ;/,  Posterior  Extremity. 

as  the  Conchifera.  are  often  called,  are  now  divided 
into  three  families,  namely  (1)  Sphceriidce,  (2) 
UmomdcB,  (3)  Dreissenidce. 

The  members  of  the  Sfhceriidce  family  have  the 
shell  either  oblong  or  oval,  and  its  hinge  possesses 
teeth.  They  are  provided  with  one  or  two  siphons, 
which  can  be  extended  or  contracted.  Their  foot 
IS  long,  beardless,  and  capable  of  great  extension. 
The  Sphceriidce  are  ovoviparous,  and  are  divided 
into  two  genera  (1)  Sphcerium  (a  sphere),  (2) 
Pisidium  (pea-shaped). 

The  Sphseria  possess  two  siphons,  one  longer  than 
the  other.  The  former  is  called  the  incurrent  siphon, 
and  13  used  for  respiration  and  nutrition,  and  the 


Sphcerium  rivicolum  is  found  in  the  slow-running 
and  sometimes  in  the  stagnant  water  of  various 
parts  of  England,  and  rarely  in  Ireland,  but  it  is 
local.  It  is  tlie  largest  of  tlie  Sphceriidai,  having  a 
shell  about  fin.  long,  |in.  high,  and  gin.  thick.  The 
body  of  the  animal  is  grey,  with  a  yellowish  tinge  ; 
the  foot  is  greyish-white  ;  the  siphons  are  short, 
nearly  of  the  same  length,  and  whitish.  The  shell 
is  globosely-ovate,  solid,  and  of  a  greenish -brown 
colour,  marked  with  two  or  three  darkish  bands. 
The  umbones  are  central  (that  is,  in  the  middle), 
close  to  the  dorsal  margin.  The  hinge  is  strong,  and 
there  are  two  cardinal  and  four  lateral  teeth.  The 
ligament  is  short  and  external,  and  the  muscular 
scars  are  distinct. 

Sphcerium  ovale  is  a  small  scarce  mollusc,  but  it 
is  of  interest  in  the  aquarium.  It  is  found  in  canals 
and  ponds.  The  body  is  white,  and  the  siphons  are 
long  and  united  nearly  as  far  as  their  tips.  The 


*-lG.    144.     f'uTLINK  OF  I.KFT  VaLVE  OF  UnIO  IUMIDUS, 
aa,  Lengtli ;  66,  Height ;  c,  Umbo  ;  d.  \nteri..r  Extremity  ;  e,  Po4enor  Extremity  ; 
/,  Vent.al  Margin  ;  g,  Dorsal  Margin  ;  h,  Ligament ;  i,  Lunule. 


latter  is  known  as  the  excurrent  siphon,  and  serves 
to  carry  away  that  for  which  the  animal  has  no 
further  use.  The  valves  of  the  shell  are  of  equal 
size,  but  of  slightly  different  shape.  The  hinge  pos- 
sesses what  are  called  cardinal  or  anterior  teeth  and 
lateral  or  posterior  teeth.  The  Sphseria  are  active 
in  their  habits,  and  many  of  them,  if  not  all,  are 
more  or  less  "  thread-spinners."  They  breed  readily 
in  confinement,  and  sometimes  before  they  reach 
maturity.  They  feed  principally  upon  animalcula, 
and  when  winter  comes  on  they  bury  themselves  in 
the  mud  at  the  bottom  of  the  water,  and  remain 
there  in  a  state  of  torpidity  until  the  spring.  They 
seem  to  be  irritable  or  timid  little  molluscs,  for 
when  they  have  ascended  the  sides  of  the  aquarium 
the  slightest  touch  or  starthng  will  frequently  cause 
them  to  quit  their  hold  and  sink  to  the  bottom. 


Fig.  145.    Sph.ebium  lacustbe. 

foot  is  large  and  tongue-shaped.  The  shell  is 
oblong,  one  extremity  being  rather  round  and  the 
other  tmncate.  The  umbones  are  a  little  in  front 
of  the  middle  of  the  shell.  The  teeth  are  hke  those 
of  the  last  species,  but  are  very  small.  The  mus- 
cular scars  are  indistinct.  The  shell  is  about  Un. 
long,  Jin.  high,  and  fin.  thick. 

Sphcerium  corneum  is  very  much  commoner  th^n 
the  last  species,  being  found  in  rivers,  streams, 
canals,  ditches,  and  ponds  of  nearly  every  part  of 
Britain.  The  body  is  greyish,  and  the  foot  is 
rather  pointed  and  whitish.  The  siphons  are  long, 
and  of  a  pale  flesh-colour.  The  shell  is  rather  orbi- 
cular, and  of  a  hght  horn-colour.  The  umbones  are 
central,  and  the  hgament  is  inconspicuous  and 
short.  The  teeth  are  hke  those  of  the  last  species, 
and  the  muscular  scars  are  indistinct.  The  shell  is 
about  Y^in.  long,  y'^uin.  high,  and  ^jjin.  thick. 

Sphcerium  lacxistre  (Fig.  145)  is  an  interesting 
little  bivalve,  and  will  hve  very  well  in  confinement. 
It  is  rather  a  busy  "  thread-spinner,"  and  is  found 
in  the  running  and  stagnant  water  of  many  parts  of 
Britain,  but  it  is  rare  in  Scotland.  The  body  is 
almost  white,  and  sometimes  of  a  pale  flesh-colour. 
The  siphons  are  white  and  long,  and  the  foot  is  very 
large  for  the  size  of  the  animal.  The  shell  is  nearly 
round,  and  of  a  pale  horn-colour.  The  umbones 
are  prominent,  central,  and 
show  the  first  growth  of  the 
shell.  The  teeth  are  Uke  those 
of  the  last  species,  but  are  very 
small.  The  ligament  is  incon- 
spicuous, and  the  scars  are 
indistinct. 

In  many  respects  the  Pisidia 
are  very  hke  the  Sphaeria,  but 
they  differ  principally  in  having 
one  siphon  instead  of  two  ;  they 
are  also  more  abundant,  and 
are  divided  into  five  species : 
it  is  rather  difficult,  unfor- 
tunately, to  tell  one  species 
from  another.  Dr.  Gwynn 
Jeffreys  says,  concerning  them, 
that  "size,  substance,  sculpture, 
and  lustre  are  not  of  much 
account,  as  they  mainly  de- 
pend on  the  chemical  ingredients 
of  the  water  inhabited  by  these  molluscs  as  well 
as  on  their  supply  of  food."  He  arranged  the 
five  species  in  the  following  order  : — 

1.  Pisidium  amnicum  ]    ,        .  •       ,  in 

2.  P.  fontinak  |    ^^""^  triangular  shells. 

3.  P.  pusillum  has  an  oval  shelL 

4.  P.  nitidum  has  a  round  shell. 

5.  P.  roseum  has  an  oblong  shell. 

The  bodies  of  all  the  species  of  Pisidium  are  very 
much  ahke  ;  their  colour  is  whitish  or  ■whitish-grey. 

Pisidium  amnicum  (Fig.  146),  by  far  the  largest 
of  the  genus,  is  found  in  the  slow-running  and  stag- 
nant water  of  nearly  every  part  of  Britain.  The 
shell  is  glossy,  sohd,  of  a  greyish  horn-colour,  and  is 
a  httle  over  Jin.  in  length.  This  mollusc  is  said  to 
spend  the  greater  part  of  its  time  partly  buried  in 
the  mud  at  the  bottom  of  the  water. 


Pisidium  fontinale  is  much  smaller  than  the  last 
species,  being  only  about  \m.  in  length.  The  um- 
bones of  the  shell  are  prominent.  This  mollusc  lives 
in  the  slow-running  and  stagnant  water  of  nearly 
every  part  of  Britain,  and  is  described  as  being  the 


Fig.  146.    Pisidium  amnicum. 

most  active  species  of  the  genus  to  which  it  belongs. 
It  is  said  to  be  fond  of  small  splashy  ponds  ;  hence, 
I  suppose,  its  specific  name. 

Pisidium  pusillum  Uves  in  weedy  water  through- 
out Britain.  The  shell  is  more  oval  in  shape  than 
that  of  the  last  species,  and  even  tinier  in  size  ; 
hence  the  specific  name. 

Pisidium  nitidum  has  an  almost  round  shell,  the 
umbones  of  which  are  marked  with  rather  deep 
grooves.  It  is  found  in  clear,  stagnant  water  in 
many  parts  of  Britain,  but  it  is  not  so  common  as 
some  of  the  other  species.  Its  funnel-shaped  siphon 
is  generally  considered  as  a  help  to  distinguish  it 
from  its  other  relatives,  all  of  which  have  such  a 
confusing  family  likeness.  The  shell  is  iridescent 
and  very  glossy  ;  hence  the  specific  name, 

{To  he  continued.) 


CHAE  AND  CHAK  FISHING  IN 
NOETH  WALES. 

Of  all  the  fresh- water  fish  found  in  this  country 
there  is  probably  none  about  which  so  Uttle  is 
known  as  the  char,  or  charr.  The  fish  is  only  found 
in  deep  lakes  in  mountainous  districts,  such  as  the 
Highlands,  the  Alps,  the  Lake  District,  and  North 
Wales.  In  Swiss  lakes  char  is  very  plentiful ;  in 
Scotland,  Loch  Earn  is  the  best  for  char  fishing, 
while  in  the  Lake  District  of  England  the  fish 
abound  in  many  lakes  and  meres,  the  most  famous 
being  Windermere.  In  North  Wales  the  only  lake 
where  char  is  directly  fished  for  is  Lake  Padarn — 
the  largest  of  the  numerous  lakes  that  he  in  the 
Snowdon  district.  This  beautiful  sheet  of  water  is 
joined  to  another  not  quite  so  large  by  a  short, 
shallow  stream  about  three  hundred  yards  long. 
These  two  lakes — named  after  two  saints,  Padarn 
and  Peris — cover  an  area  of  about  three  and  a  half 
square  miles.  Along  the  shores  stretches  the  village 
of  Llanberis — ^the  Chamounix  of  Wales — for  above 
this  valley  and  its  lakes  rises  up  the  pointed  summit 
of  Snowdon,  which  can  now  be  reached  by  a  railway 
from  the  village.  Char  fishing  is  undoubtedly  the 
chief  pastime  of  the  inhabitants,  and  this  season, 
which  closed  Oct.  21,  has  been  a  very  good  one, 
especially  the  latter  part  of  it,  for  a  haul  of  15lb. 
or  161b.  in  a  day  has  been  a  frequent  occurrence, 
while  a  few  hours'  fishing  in  the  early  morning 
sufficed  to  fill  an  ordinary  creel. 

To  the  enthusiastic  fly-fisher,  the  height  of  whose 
ambition  seems  to  be  able  to  cast  cleverly,  char 
fishing  may  perhaps  seem  contemptible.    The  angler 
takes  with  him  two  or  three  rods  in  a  boat,  which 
he  moors  in  the  deepest  part  of  the  lake.    The  rods 
and  tackle  are  identical  with  those  used  for  trout 
fly-fishing,  the  fines,  however,  being  longer,  for  the 
fisherman  must  be  able  to  vary  the  length  of  his  J 
line  from  twelve  to  twenty-five  yards,  as  the  depth 
of  the  lake  in  this  part  is  about  thirty  yards.  He 
then  baits  his  hooks  with  worms  or  maggots,  the 
"  stretcher  "  only  being  used  by  the  most  experi-| 
enced,  though  a  greedy  novice  puts  on  one  or  two 
"  droppers  "  to  his  inconvenience,  as  he  finds  out 
later  ;  the  Une  is  then  let  down,  being  helped  to 
sink  and  kept  from  rambhng  by  a  few  shots.    The  j 
lengths  of  the  fines  are  varied  until  one  char  is ' 
caught,  when  all  the  Hnes  are  made  equal,  for  the 
char  travel  in  shoals  and  always  at  the  same  depth. 
The  fish  makes  his  presence  felt  by  quivering  the . 
point  of  the  rod,  for  no  floats  are  ever  used.    The  i 
angler  then  carefully  takes  hold  of  the  rod,  taking 
good  care  to  keep  the  point  of  the  rod  downwards, 
thus  lowering  the  bait  a  Uttle  ;  for  the  fish,  seeing 
the  tempting  morsel  sHpping  from  him,  suddenly 
rushes  for  it  and  tries  to  dive  down  into  the  depth 
with  it.    The  fisherman  has  then  to  "  strike  ''J 
suddenly,  but  not  too  forcibly,  with  his  right  hand,  J 
and  draw   the  line  to  his  left  with  a  steady 
motion  so  as  to  keep  the  line  always  taut,  for 
the  least  slack  is  detrimental.    He  then  starts 
hauling  him  up  with  both  hands,  having  laid  aside 
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his  rod,  and  coiling  the  Hne  as  best  he  can  on  the 
bottom  of  the  boat  so  that  it  won't  tangle.  The 
crucial  time  is  when  the  fish  comes  to  the  surface, 
for  it  gives  that  despairing  wrench  so  well  known 
to  anglers,  and  the  unfortunate  one  who  has  used 
the  droppers  finds  one  of  them  either  stuck  in  the 
side  of  the  boat  or  gripping  cruelly  to  his  finger, 
and  while  he  takes  this  off  the  fish  has  unhooked 
itself  and  disappeared  in  the  depth.  But  when  a 
char  is  safely  landed — though  landing-nets  cannot 
be  used — the  excited  fisherman  casts  an  expectant 
and  anxious  glance  at  his  other  rods,  for  nothing 
succeeds,  in  char  fishing  at  least,  Hke  success. 
Sometimes  when  sport  is  good,  all  the  rods  are  sent 
violently  bobbing  at  the  same  time,  and  then  dex- 
terity and  experience  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
fisherman.  He  must  keep  the  fish  from  rambhng 
and  tangUng  the  lines  with  each  other,  and  what  is 
worse,  with  the  rope  to  which  the  heavy  anchor  is 
fastened.  For  the  worst  thing  that  can  happen  to 
him  is  the  tanghng  of  his  long  Unes,  generally  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  yards,  and  fish  in  their  frantic 
darting  to  and  fro  show  an  abnormal  cunning  in 
twisting,  ravelling,  and  knotting  the  fines  in  every 
conceivable  manner.  The  best  thing  to  do  is  to 
strike  all  the  fish  in  succession,  and  then  when  they 
are  safely  hooked,  draw  them  up  one  after  the  other 
as  quickly  as  possible.  If  they  are  allowed  to 
ramble  by  the  "  tyro  " — it  is  considered  an  eternal 
disgrace  by  the  experienced  to  have  his  fines  inter- 
fered with — he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  pull  up 
his  anchor  and  spend  the  rest  of  his  day  in  un- 
ravelhng  and  disentangling  a  mass  of  fine,  cast, 
rope,  and  hooks — an  occupation  that  wiU  test  his 
patience  and  his  piscatorial  quaUfications  to  the 
utmost. 

But  should  any  anglers  find  char  fishing  deficient 
in  excitement  and  real  sport,  as  one  is  led  to  beheve 
by  recent  allusions  to  fishing  for  "  muddy  carp," 
any  such  deficiencies  will  be  more  than  compen- 
sated by  the  pleasure  of  eating  his  catch,  for  the 
pinky  flesh  of  the  char  is  superior  in  flavour  and 
taste  to  the  trout  and  salmon — not  being  so  tasteless 
as  the  former,  nor  as  dry  as  the  other.  Char  has 
always  been  considered  a  great  deHcacy,  both  fresh 
and  potted  ;  there  is  a  reference  to  the  exquisite 
taste  of  the  char  of  Ambleside  in  the  letters  of  the 
poet  Gray. 

The  fish  is  about  ten  inches  in  length,  round  and 
sleek,  with  a  small  shapely  head,  generally  weighing 
about  |lb.,  though  the  biggest  I  have  seen  caught 
in  Padam  Lake  weighed  lib.  2oz.  It  is  an  exceed- 
ingly handsome  fish  because  of  its  bright  hues, 
which  vary  from  jet  black  along  the  spine  to  either 
a  briUiant  crimson  or  a  pearly  white  on  the  roe  ; 
for  they  are  of  two  kinds — the  one  with  a  crimson 
roe,  the  "torgoch"  (red  roe)  as  it  is  called  in  Welsh, 
and  the  other  with  the  white  roe.  The  reason  for 
this  difference  is  found  in  the  fact  that  they  spawn 
at  two  periods  in  the  year,  November  and  February. 
Those  which  have  spawned  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  have  the  red  tint  in  the  roe,  and  are  generally 
handsomer  and  brighter  looking  than  those  which 
have  spawned  at  the  end  of  the  former  season. 
They  can  be  seen  in  shoals  in  the  shallow  stream 
between  the  two  lakes,  just  as  they  can  be  seen  in 
the  Rothay,  which  fiows  to  Windermere.  The  fish, 
as  can  be  seen  from  an  examiaation  of  recently- 
taken  food,  feeds  generally  on  very  fine  gravel  and 
crustaceous  insects.  Its  flesh,  bones,  and  jaws  are 
very  soft  and  tender,  while  its  teeth  can  scarcely 
be  felt.  It  therefore  finds  its  food  in  the  soft  ooze 
which  is  deposited  by  the  stream  in  the  lake,  which 
gives  a  reason  why  they  are  always  caught  in  the 
same  place — the  deep,  muddy  pool  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river. 

The  best  time  to  catch  char  is  very  early  in  the 
morning — at  sunrise  preferably.  On  a  fine  summer's 
day,  before  4  a.m.,  the  anglers  of  the  village  can  be 
seen  quietly  sUpping  into  their  boats  and  rowing 
across  the  dark  waters  of  Lake  Padam  as  silently 
as  Arabs  starting  on  their  day's  journey.  All  the 
lines  will  be  down  before  the  sun  has  sent  its  first 
rays  across  the  dark  gully  in  front  of  us — the  pass 
of  Llanberis.  It  then  fights  up  the  broad  summit 
of  the  Glyder,  while  its  blaze  is  also  brilUantly 
reflected  by  the  hut  on  the  summit  of  Snowdon. 
In  a  short  time  it  has  appeared  over  the  moimtain 
tops  and  bathes  the  mountain-circled  viUage  in 
warm  fight. 

The  scenery  aroimd  is  imrivalled  in  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales.  In  front  of  us  is  the  awful 
chasm,  the  pass  of  Llanberis,  which  causes  a  jagged 
break  in  the  wall  of  mountains  that  surroimd  us. 
It  was  undoubtedly  formed  by  a  glacier,  on  whose 


remains — Lake  Padam  and  Peris — we  are  now 
pleasantly  rocked.  On  each  side  rise  up  wooded 
slopes,  the  one  on  the  left  abruptly,  the  other  on 
the  right  gradually,  on  which  the  village  rises  up  in 
terraces  to  the  green  pastures  above.  In  front  of 
us,  on  a  fittle  knoll,  in  a  splendid  position  to  over- 
look the  pass,  and  also  the  broader  opening  of  the 
valley  on  the  western  side,  rises  up  an  ivy-mantled 
tower.  It  is  all  that  remains  of  Dolbadarn  Castle, 
the  last  resting  place  in  the  bosom  of  Eryri  or 
Snowdonia,  where  the  Welsh  princes  fled  before  the 
all-powerful  Saxons.  How  old  it  is,  no  one  knows  ; 
some  say  it  was  built  in  the  ninth  century,  the  time 
of  King  Arthur  and  Merfin,  but  its  antiquity  is 
beyond  doubt,  for  Llewelyn  the  Great  is  known  to 
have  visited  it  in  the  twelfth  century,  as  also  did 
Owen  Glendower  in  the  fourteenth  century.  Later 
it  became  the  lair  of  a  noted  robber  chief.  Red 
Rhys.  The  only  part  left  is  the  dungeon,  which  is 
partly  subterranean.  Whe^t  a  strange  tale  it  could 
tell  us  of  fierce  fighting,  of  base  treachery,  and  of 
inhuman  cruelty,  when  the  valley  was  quite  desolate 
and  quiet  !  Now  it  is  filled  with  the  hum  and  roar 
which  arises  from  the  great  slate  quarries  on  the 
left-hand  side.  For  a  mountain  has  been  disera- 
bowelled  for  the  precious  slates,  and  the  refuse  is 
carted  and  tumbled  with  tremendous  crashes  into 
the  lakes.  Though  it  desecrates  the  scenery,  it  is 
due  to  this  quarry  that  the  village  of  Llanberis  has 
been  bui^  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake.  The  men 
can  be  seen  lacerating  the  mountain  and  extracting 
the  slates,  for  the  loud  hooter  has  summoned  them 
to  another  attack  on  the  mountain.  They  can  be 
seen  hke  white  ants,  some  hanging  over  dizzy 
terraces,  some  walking  along  the  broad  galleries, 
others  hurrying  along  the  steep  incfines  down  which 
the  slates  are  brought  to  be  taken  by  train  to  the 
nearest  seaport.  Every  hour  the  echoes  of  the 
valley  are  awakened  by  the  thunder-fike  blasting, 
whose  crashes  are  sent  from  rock  to  rock,  and  then 
we  can  see  a  new  portion  of  the  mountain  tumbUng 
down  and  soon  surroimded  by  busy  workmen. 
Behind  us— suddenly  there  is  a  sickening  scream  of 
the  reel,  disturbing  our  rumination,  and  the  rod  has 
to  be  taken  up  quickly.  On  the  hook  is  a  quivermg, 
gleaming  Loch  Leven  trout,  who  went  prowfing  into 
the  depth  and  rushed  at  the  bait  meant  for  his  more 
innocent  brother,  the  char.  The  fishing  becomes 
slack,  as  the  day  advances,  and  the  best  thing  is  to 
pack  up  and  satisfy  our  whetted  appetite  with 
fresh  char.  J,  W.  P, 


DACE  FISHING  IN  SUSSEX. 

Though  the  streams  in  Sussex  contain  as  a  Avhole 
but  few  trout,  yet  most  of  them  are  good  for  coarse 
fish.  The  Rother,  for  instance,  which  runs  through 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  scenery  in  the  county, 
with  its  several  tributaries,  is  always  worth  trying. 
Most  of  it  can  now  be  reached  by  rail,  or  at  least 
within  a  mile  or  so. 

I  cannot  state  what  is  the  record  bag,  but  on  one 
occasion,  after  I  had  him  ted  the  rivers  with  fittle 
success  for  trout,  I  and  a  companion  had  a  most 
excellent  three  hours'  dace  fishing. 

Our  luck  happened  on  a  tributary  which  is  called 
the  Brede  Stream.  It  rises  above  Sedlescombe, 
one  of  those  villages  with  greens  of  which  pictures 
of  hunt  meets  have  been  so  famously  drawn,  and 
falls  into  the  main  river  just  above  Winchelsea. 
From  there  the  tide  flows  up  as  far  as  the  road 
leading  between  the  villages  of  Westfield  and  the 
one  after  which  the  stream  is  called  which  stands 
on  the  hill  above  it.  That  dace  were  to  be  found 
in  it  I  had  not  the  least  notion  until  one  evening 
as  I  came  back  from  a  long  walk  in  which  I  had 
been  in  search  of  some  of  the  picturesque  bits  of 
Sussex  scenery  with  a  camera. 

I  was  not  alone  ;  my  niece,  who  I  have  called  the 
"  Chicken  "  (spring,  of  course),  having  lent  me  her 
company  in  the  expedition — that  is,  the  photo- 
graphic raid. 

As  we  came  to  the  bridge  which  crosses  the  stream 
above  the  waterworks,  she,  as  I  afterwards  told  her, 
with  womanly  cmiosity — does  not  always  lead  to 
disappointment— leant  on  the  parapet,  and  looking 
into  the  water,  exclaimed  : 

"  Look,  here's  a  lot  of  fish  !  " 

"  Where  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Why,  here's  hundreds  !  "- 

Looking  over  the  coping  of  the  bridge,  much  to 
my  Surprise  I  saw  a  fine  shoal  of  dace. 

"  Well  done,  '  Chicken,'  you  have  scored.  But 
how  can  we  catch  them — there  is  not  more  than 


three  feet  of  smooth  water,  and  I  have  no  dry 
flies  ?  " 

We  both  stood  then  cudgelUng  our  brains  for 
some  time  as  to  what  could  be  done,  when  she 
quickly  said :  _ 

"  I  have  it.    Do  you  know  how  the  moon  is  ? 

I  looked  at  her — yes,  she  is  worth  looking  at — 
and  tried  to  read  in  her  eyes— they  are  hazel— what 
she  was  driving  at. 

"  No,"  I  at  length  answered  ;  "  but  please  explain 
what's  the  moon  got  to  do  with  it  ?  " 

"  Oh,  you  are  stupid  !  Why,  if  it's  a  new  moon, 
or  a  full  moon  soon,  there'll  be  a  spring  tide,  and 
then  there'll  be  several  more  feet  of  water." 

"  Bravo,  fittle  woman  !  "  I  said,  but  stopped  short 
here,  as  I  saw  a  dangerous  light  come  into  her  eyes. 

"  I'm  not  fittle,"  she  said  with  much  enthusiasm, 
as  she  drew  her  graceful  figure  to  its  fuU  height. 

"  Sorry,  child,"  I  answered  ;  "  but  it  was  only  a 
figure  of  speech." 

"  You  know,  or  should  know,  nothing  about 
figures,"  was  her  reply.  But  we'll  pass  over  the 
rest  of  the  arguments. 

"  Let  us  get  away  home  and  look  at '  Whitaker,'  "- 
I  said,  and  on  arriving  in  Hastings,  went  and  con- 
sulted, not  the  Almanack,  but  the  oracle  of  the 
town  on  fishing  matters. 

The  information  given  was  that  it  was  full  moon 
on  Oct.  21  (found  in  my  diary— how  much  I  owe 
that  fittle  volume),  and  we  were  also  told  that  it 
was  not  high  tide  at  Brede  Bridge  until  thiee  hours 
after  high  water  at  Rye. 

Of  this  we  took  advantage,  my  companion  being, 
if  possible,  keener  than  I  was  for  the  fishing. 

When  we  arrived  our  first  anxiety  was  to  see  the 
state  of  the  water,  and  we  saw  it  was  running  in 
up  through  the  arch  at  a  good  pace,  but  carrying  a 
lot  of  rubbish  and  colour  with  it. 

"  This  is  all  right,"  said  my  "  Chicken."  "  Which 
side  are  you  going  to  fish  from  ?    I  shaUstay  here." 

Then  after  a  pause,  she  continued,  "  You  with 
your  experience  and  strength  will  be  able  to 
manage  better  than  poor,  weak  me  !  " 

I  went  over  the  bridge  to  the  further  side  of  the 
stream. 

"  What  depth  are  you  going  to  fish  at  ?  she 
called  across  the  water  as  I  took  up  my  position. 

"  I  shaU  begin  close  against  the  bottom,  becauie 
the  water  is  rising  fast  with  the  tide,  and  we  shall 
soon  find  what  depth  the  fish  are  at,"  I  repfied. 

Then  we  put  our  rods  together,  mine  being  a  sort 
of  combLtiation  business  with  two  tops,  one  for  fly 
and  the  other  for  bottom  fishing,  and  the 
"  Chicken  "  had  a  proper  bottom  fishing  rod  of 
about  12ft.  She  used  a  cork  float  painted  green 
at  the  bottom,  and  myself  a  quill  which  required,  of 
course,  less  shot,  and  is  more  sensitive  to  a  touch. 

In  my  first  few  swims  I  was  not  successful,  with 
the  exception  of  catching  rubbish;  but  as  my  float 
approached  the  arch  in  about  my  fourth,  bob !  bob ! 
it  flashed  up  and  down  and  I  struck,  not  a  nasty, 
snatchy  one,  but  by  a  quick  springy  return. 

I  could  not  move  wfiat  I  had  struck,  and  I  of 
course  thought  it  was  more  beastly  rubbish,  but 
stiU  kept  a  fair  strain,  which  I  knew  my  trace  of 
finest  undrawn  could  stand.  At  length  it  moved  — 
at  least  I  saw  the  float  shift  its  position  -  and  at  last 
it  came  up  to  me,  and  in  a  few  seconds  I  saw, 
instead  of  a  dace,  I  had  captured  an  eel. 

"  Here,"  I  cried  to  the  "  Chicken."  "  You  under- 
stand most  things,  come  and  take  this  beastly  thing 
off  my  hook." 

"  I  am  coming,"  was  her  quick  reply,  and  in  a 
trice  she  had  the  greasy,  graceful,  gUding  thing 
under  her  foot,  on  the  body  of  the  brute,  and  with 
a  knife  which  she  had  opened  on  her  way  over 
the  bridge,  at  once  severed  the  head. 

"  There,"  she  said  as  she  threw  it  towards  me, 
"  you  can  surely  take  the  hook  out  of  its  mouth. 
I'U  skin  the  eel.  They  eat  nicer  when  they  are 
prepared  as  soon  as  you  catch  them." 

After  she  had  firushed  her  task,  and  which  she 
did  in  a  skilful  manner,  we  set  to  work  again,  and 
though  we  tried  several  depths,  we  could  not  capture 
anything  further.  At  last  I  noticed  that  the  tide 
had  ceased  to  flow,  and  almost  at  the  same  moment 
my  companion,  who  had  returned  to  her  proper 
place,  called  that  she  had  caught  one,  and  which 
she  soon  landed. 

"  First  bloorl,"  she  cried. 

"  Yours,  my  dear,"  I  repfied.  At  the  same  moment, 
however,  my  float  bobbed  vigorously,  and  striking 
I  landed  another  of  about  hah  a  poimd. 

Baiting  as  quickly  as  I  could,  we  were  soon  both 
merrily  at  it,  and  for  forty  minutes  had  capital 
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sport,  fetching  from  the  water  fish  after  fish.  But 
my  fun  had  been  so  furious  that  I  had  failed  to  notice 
what  my  companion  was  doing,  until  suddenly  I 
heard  a  splash  of  a  fish  just  below  me,  and  saw  she 
had  come  over  to  my  side. 

"  Here,"  I  said,  "  you  are  poaching  ;  get  back  to 
your  own  side.    You  have  lost  the  prize." 

With  woman's  usual  argument,  she  refused  to 
return,  and  as  in  a  few  further  swims  I  found  there 
were  no  more  fish  under  me,  I  thought  to  "  play  the 
double  "  on  her  by  going  to  her  side.  But  as  I 
crossed  the  bridge  I  saw  several  fish  rising  beautifullv 
to  some  fly  on  the  higher  side.  Here's  luck,  I 
thought,  and  at  once  changed  my  top  joint,  and 
putting  up  a  collar  with  a  Coch-y-Bondhu  and  a 
Red  Pahner  on  I  was  soon  the  master  of  eight 
silvery  dace.  As  the  tide  ebbed,  however,  the 
rise  stopped,  and  there  being  now  only  about  two 
feet  of  water  left,  I  went  to  see  how  the  child  was 
doing.  She  had  also  finished,  and  as  we  met  on 
the  bridge,  she  said  : 

"  Ah  !  I  saw  you  throwing  a  fly.  Who  has  been 
poaching  now  ?  You  said  this  was  to  be  a  bottom 
fishing  contest,  and  you  must  not  count  those  fish. 
I  have  caught  fifteen  and  you  thirteen,  and  you 
have  lost  the  prize." 

"  Then,"  I  said,  "  it's  the  only  prize  worth  angfing 
for,  and  I  shall  steal  it.''    And  I  did. 

Pheasant  Tail. 


EESULTS  OF  MAEKING  SALMON 
FEY  AND  SMOLTS. 


REFEEEnsrG  to  the  editorial  footnote,  page  277 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  31,  '^J.  M."  is 
obliged  to  Mr.  Rae,  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon's  fishings,  for  the  following  interesting  facts. 
Mr.  Rae  says  that  on  April  16  and  17,  1901,  he, 
along  with  H.M.'s  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries, 
marked  752  smolts  by  inserting  a  silver  disc  into 
the  gill  cover,  a  flat-headed  pin  being  pressed  from 
the  inside  outwards,  and  the  disc  pressed  on  the 
pin,  then  the  end  of  the  pin  turned  down.  These 
marked  smolts  were  left  until  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Fisheries  would  examine  them  a  month 
later;  but  by  that  time  most  of  them  had 
thrown  oS  their  discs,  and  a  fortnight  later, 
when  they  were  set  free,  only  fifty-two  had  the 
discs  remaining.  That  was  the  last  ever 
heard  of  them.  On  the  day  the  latter  were  set 
free,  another  460  smolts  were  marked  by  punching 
holes  through  their  tails.  On  July  3,  or  five  weeks 
afterwards,  these  were  examined,  when  it  was  found 
that  in  a  number  of  cases  the  holes  had  filled  up. 
Burning  was  tried,  but  in  time  they  also  closed  up. 
There  was,  however,  still  a  slight  mark  to  be  seen 
—by  the  part  from  the  hole  to  the  tip  of  the  tail 
being  thrown  off  and  filled  in  with  clean  skin 
without  any  fin  rays.  Some  of  these,  having 
been  set  free,  were  got  a  week  after  with  rod  and 
fly,  still  in  the  smolt  stage,  and  only  one,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  caught  on  the  Spey  and  observed  the 
following  year  in  the  grilse  stage.  Little  value, 
h(-wever,  is  attached  to  the  latter  fact,  as  the  fisher- 
men who  got  it  did  not  report  at  the  time,  so  that 
this  isolated  case  may  or  may  not  be  authentic. 
Mr.  Rae  believes  the  Howietoun  Hatchery,  Stirling, 
or  the  Stormouthfield  Hatchery,  Perth,  claims  to 
have  got  smolts  back  as  grilse,  and  some  on  the 
following  year  as  salmon,  which  were  identified  by. 
he  thinks,  a  silver  tab  attached  to  the  dorsal  fin. 
Mr.  Rae  intends  to  try  the  tab,  but  if  anyone  can 
suggest  anything  that  would  be  suitable,  he  would 
be  delighted  to  try  it.  J. 

[It  seems  clear  that  the  methods  adopted  for  mark- 
ing the  smolts  were  not  satisfactory.  By  the  way, 
"J.  M."  does  not  say  if  the  smolts  were  wild  fish 
or  had  been  bred  artificially.  I  am  convinced  that 
the  best  way  to  mark  smolts  would  be  by  putting 
an  imperishable  mark  in  the  shape  of  a  bit  of  floss 
silk  in  a  loose  loop,  knotted  after  passing  the  silk 
through  the  base  of  the  dorsal  fln.  Waterproofed 
salmon  line  would  also  answer,  I  feel  sure,  and  the 
microscope  would  always  identify  any  particular 
kind  used.— R.  B.  M.] 

Loch  Moear,  in  Inverness -shire,  is  the  deepest 
lake  in  the  kingdom  1  he  greatest  depth  observed 
was  1009lt  ,  or  168  fathoms.  For  a  distance  of 
over  seven  miles  the  floor  of  Loch  Morar  falls  lower 
than  600ft.  beneath  the  surface,  and  the  deepest 
part  of  the  bch  sinks  972ft.  below  the  surface  of 
the  sea,  from  which  the  loch  is  separated  by  a 
oafrow  strip  of  land. 


CLOSE  OF  ANGLING  IN  THE  SOUTH 
OF  SCOTLAND. 


On  Saturday  night  (Nov.  14)  rod  fishing  in  the 
Annan  and  its  tributaries,  as  also  the  Dumfries  and 
its  feeders,  closed  for  the  season  under  unfavourable 
conditions.    Angling  opened  on  Feb.  25,  but  very 
few  spring  salmon  were  caught  in  the  Annan,  though 
ppring  fish  were  fairly  plentiful  in  the  Solway. 
Neither  the  Annan  nor  Nith  are  spring  rivers,  though 
odd  ones  are  taken  in  the  former  river.    It  has  long 
been  noticed  that  the  spring  salmon  in  the  Solway 
ascend  the  Carlisle  Eden  where  some  capital  angling 
i^  invariably  the  rule  after  the  opening  in  February. 
Sea-trout  was  plentiful  in  all  the  Solway  rivers  in 
their  season,    and    gave    fairly  good    sport  to 
the    rods    during    the     summer     months,  the 
best    catches    being    obtained    with    the  nieht 
fly  at  the  end  of  June  and  during  July.  Tne 
se»- trout  were  followed  by  the  annual  migration  of 
the  her:ing,  and  although  they  began  to  show  early 
in  the  Annan,  the  season  was  the  worst  ever  known 
in  the  Border  district  for  these  trout.  All  the  rivers 
in  the  firth  suSered  pI  ke  in  this  respect,  and  many 
experienced  anglers  did  not  kill  in  all  over  a  dozen 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August.    The  only 
reason  assigned  for  the  failure  was  the  excessive  wet 
weather  with  numerous  floods  and  want  of  really 
warm  summer  heat.     Both  sea-trout  and  herling 
delight  in  a   warm  summer.    There  was  a  fair 
show    of    grilse    in    the    firth    nets,    but  few 
indeed    were  caught  by  the  rods  in  the  rivers. 
Autumn     salmon     began     to     run      in  large 
numbers  at  the  end  of  September,  and  even  before 
that  date  the  Esk  and  Nith  had  a  fair  show  of 
salmon  in  their  pools,  and  the  Dee,  of  Kirkcudbiight, 
had  a  capital  head  of  salmon  in  its  waters  in  the 
early  part  of  September.    The  first  of  the  series  of 
heavy  rains  began  to  fall  towards  the  end  of  Septem 
ber,  and  immediately  after,  the  gushes  of  water  that 
occurred  brought  away  the  autumn  salmon.    It  was 
not  until  well  on  in  October  that  the  Annan  received 
its  full  complement,  and  as  showing  that  the  Annan 
is  an  exceedingly  late  river,  it  may  be  remarked  that 
the  largest  run  of  salmon  to  this  river  occurred  on 
the   12th,    13th,    acd    14th  of  November.  On 
Saturday  (Nov.    14)    forenoon,    the  last  angling 
day  of  the  seison  in  the  Annan,    betwren  forty 
and  fifty    salmon    were    counted    rising    in  a 
stretch  of  about  100  yards  above  tie  town  bridge, 
All  these  were  running  fish  fresh  from  the  Solwav. 
It  is  somewhat  remaikable  that  the  Annan  back- 
end  salmon  are  as  bright  as  a  new  shilling,  even  up 
to  the  end  of  the  rod  fishing     Whereas  the  Border 
Esk  and  Nith  fish  are  mostly  copper-coloured.  One 
would  think  that  salmon  coming  from  the  same 
firth  and  from  the  same  feeding  grounds  would  be 
the  same  in  outward  appearance,  yet  the  fact 
remains  that  they  are  not.     A  rapid  fall  in  the 
weather  -  glass    on    Thursday    night   (Nov.  12), 
and  rain  on  the  following  day,   warned  anglers 
that    a    rise  of  water  on  Saturday   (Nov.  14) 
was  a  certainty.    In  upper  Annandale  rain  fell  con- 
tinuously on  Friday,  yeb  a  number  of  nice  fish  were 
caught  in  the  upper  stretches,  as  also  in  the  middle 
and  lower  waters.  On  Saturday  morning  the  waters 
were  up  about  a  foot,  and  by  noon  there  was  evi- 
dence of  its  becoming  discoloured.     Although  the 
different  pools  of  the  Annan  and  Nith  seemed  to  be 
teeming  witli  salmon,  they  would  not  look  at  any 
fly,  or,  indeed,  any  other  lure  that  was  presented, 
so  that  the  closing  day  was  the  worst  of  the  whole 
back  end.    From  the  top  of  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion   of  Castlemilk    down    to  Annan  bridge, 
a  distance  of  eight  miles  of  fine  salmon  pools  and 
streams,  not  a  single  fish  was  reported  for  the  day. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  portion  on  the  previous  day 
(Nov.  13),  Mr.  P.  A.  Parley- Dirom,  the  proprietor, 
killed  one  of  22Jlb.,  with  Grey  Turkey  fly,  in  the 
pool  opposite  the  foot  of  the  Burn.    His  keeper, 
Andrew  Bell,  landed  one  of  18Jlb.  out  of  the  Back 
of  the  Wood  stream  with  spoon  bait,  and  honked 
and  lost  one  in  the  pool  at  Luce.    Both  these 
salmon  were    fresh    run    from    the  Solway,  in 
beautiful  condition,  and    covered    with  the  sea 
parasite,     Mr.  J.   Bell-Irving's  keeper  caught  a 
small    one    of    6lb.    in    the  Salmon    pool,  and 
Mr.  Tom  Armstrong,  Brydekirk,  landed  another 
beautiful  fish    of   241b.  out  of  the  Luce  pool. 
Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  had  one  in  the  Dinwoodie 
water  of  Castlemilk  on  Nov.  13.    A  considerable 
number  of  gord  fish  fell  to  the  rods  on  Nov.  12  in 
the  different  waters.    Mr.  J.  Bell-Irving"s  keeper 
had  one  of  16^1b  out  of  the  Salmon  pool,  and  one  of 
22|lb.  out  of  the  Back  of  the  Wood.    On  Nov.  11 
Andrew  Bell,  Mr.  Dirom's  keeper,  had  a  splendid 
Bsti  of  28ilb.  in  the  Burnfoot  pool.    Mr.  Dirom 
landed  a  couple  of  221b.  and  121b.    Mr.  Beattie, 
Davington,  Langholm,  killed  two  of  29Jlb.  and 
15^lb.  out  of  the  Salmon  pool.    The  Hoddom  Castle 
water  was  reserved  during  the  closing  week  for  the 
guests  at  the  castle,  but  few  fish  were  landed. 
The  heaviest  salmon  caught  during  the  back-end 


weighed  401b.,  ani  was  taken  in  the  Hoddom 
Castle  water  of  the  Annan  by  Mr.  J.  Johnstone, 
Ecclefechan.  It  was  a  beautiful  and  well-con- 
ditioned fish,  fresh  from  the  sea.  Among  the  other 
large  salmon  caught  in  the  same  river  were  fish  of 
33ilb.,  301b.,  291b.,  28lb.,  etc.,  down  to  91b.  or  lOlb, 
A  large  percentage  of  the  fish  caught  weighed 
between  181b.  and  251b.  In  the  tidal  waters  few 
were  taken  on  account  of  the  repeated  floods 
rendering  fly  fishmg  impossible.  During  the  thirty- 
one  days  in  October  there  were  no  less  than  thirty 
rises  of  water  and  floods  together,  and  there  were 
seven  or  eight  rises  of  water  from  Nov.  1  to 
Nov.  14.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks  had  two  salmon 
in  the  tidal  waters,  and  he  hooked  and  lost  a 
very  fine  one  two  days  before  the  close.  Mr.  W. 
Wright,  Annan,  killed  two  of  251b.  and  22Jlb. 
and  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  two  of  201b.  and  15lb. 
Dr.  Billings,  Blackpool,  hooked  and  lost  one  a  few 
days  before  the  close. 

The  Nith. 

The  season  was" the  best  for  the  past  fifteen  years, 
and  during  the  last  fourteen  days  some  good  fish 
were  caught.  In  the  Drumlanrig  Castle  water  a 
fish  of  221b.  was  landed  on  the  closing  day,  and 
several  smaller  fish.  In  the  Barjarg  portion  sevaral 
were  caught  weighing  from  161b.  to  25ilb.  In  the 
Mid  -  Nithsdale  Association  waters,  Mr.  Jacob 
Milligan  had  several,  the  heaviest  weighing  241b. ; 
Mr.  John  Wallace,  Penpont,  one  of  241b. ;  Mr.  Steel, 
Crossford,  one  of  29Jlb.  In  the  Nunholra  waters, 
nearLincluden,  Mr.  J.M  Grey  had  oneof  211b.  Mr.  J. 
Morley  took  one  lower  down  between  the  Dumfries 
Canal  and  the  Suspension  Bridge.  On  the  Cairn, 
the  chief  tributary  of  the  Nith,  the  season  was  a 
good  one.  On  the  13th  Mr.  J.  E.  Steel.  Crossford, 
landed  one  of  231b.,  wh,ch  is  an  exceptionally  heavy 
fish  for  this  small  river.  He  had  one  of  71b.  on  the 
7th.  A  fair  number  of  fish,  weighing  from  3Jlb.  to 
61b.,  were  caught,  and  it  was  reported  that 
one  of  nearly  301b.  was  caught  at  the  end  of 
October.  The  Moniaive  district  and  upper  reach  of 
the  Cairn  fished  very  well.  The  repeated 
floods  helped  this  part,  whoreas  in  an  ordinary 
autumn  season  the  waters  there  are  too  low  for 
salmon  fishing.  The  Sanquhar  portion  of  the  Nith 
gave  very  fair  sport,  but  the  coal  discharges 
into  the  river  at  Sanquhar  is  seriously  complained 
of,  and  it  is  reported  that  steps  are  being  taken  to 
bring  about  a  remedy  for  this.  Heatherbell. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Geneeal  Remarks. — The  river  has 
been  very  clear  during  the  week,  and  owing  to  the 
frosty  nights  most  fish  have  left  the  shallows,  on 
which  they  were  found  during  the  flood,  for  deeper 
water.    The  stream  is  still  fairly  fast,  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  it  will  be  possible  to  shut  several 
of  the  weir  sluices  in  a  day  or  two,  as  the  water  is 
now  at  summer  level.    When  this  has  taken  place 
it  will  be  much  eaner  to  fish  those  deep  swims 
which  are  in  the  stream  (as  distinct  from  eddies), 
and  then  some  good  roach  and  chub  should  be  had. 
Owing  to  the  clear  water  the  finest  tackle  should 
be  used,  as  the  fish  though  feeding  well  are  fairly 
cautious.    The  tidal  water  is  in  an  improved  con- 
dition, and  I  hear  a  good  carp  has  been  caught, 
probably  one  of  those  introduced  into  the  river 
from  Battersea  Park  Lake.    Sergeant  Owen,  of  the 
2nd  East  Surrey  Regiment,  has  taken  a  fine  roach 
at  Hampton,  the  fish  scaling  21b.  4Joz. ;  and  a 
roach  of  the  same  size  has  been  caught  at  Caver- 
sham  by  Mr.  W.  Wheeler,  of  Reading.    At  Ted- 
dington  Weir  Mr.  Redding,  of  the  K.  P.  S.,  has 
taken  a  pike  of  8ilb.,  which  is  the  largest  fish  of 
this  kind  which  has  been  weighed  into  the  society 
this  season.    I  visited  Datchet  again  on  Monday 
and  had  about  five  and  a  half  dozsn  good  roach, 
but  the  largest  only  scaled  lib.  3oz.    A  member  of 
the  Larkhall  A.S.  also  had  a  nice  lot  of  average- 
pized  roach  out  with  Hone  in  the  same  locality. 
On  Tuesday  afternoon  a  north-easterly  wind  spoilt 
the  reaching.    I  hear  that  a  pike  of  over  171b.  has 
been  caught  at  Teddington  Weir — a  record  fish  for 
many  years  for  this  water — and  that  the  captor 
was  a  Mr.  Tomkinson,  a  local  angler,   but  my 
informant  is  not  quite  sure  of  the  name  being 
correct.    On  Wednesday  a  very  fine  pike  of  121b. 
was  caught  at  Kingston  by  Mr.  T.  Hawkins,  a  local 
wholesale  confectioner.    The  fish  was  captured  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Hog's  Mill  River,  commonly 
spoken  of  as  the  Creek.    Mr.  Hawkins  hooked  a 
large  pike  in  the  same  locality  a  few  days  previously, 
but  the  fish  then  escaped  through  the  steel  of  the 
hook  snapping.    However  the  12-pounder  caught 
on  Wednesday  is  a  nice  consolation:    A  fish  of  this 
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si/o  has  not  been  taken  at  Kiagstoa  for  some  years. 
— F.  H  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Although  the  water  has  been 
in  sp  eadid  eondition  during  the  past  week,  sport  has 
been  very  poor,  rough  winds,  (oo,  have  been  against 
the  angler.  Perhaps  the  very  changeable  weather 
has  had  something  to  do  with  the  6sh  not  feeding 
well.  Here  and  there  some  good  bags  of  roach 
have  been  taken;  but  these  fish  seem  cold,  and 
have  a  kind  of  clay-like  feeling  when  taken  from 
the  water,  and  are  of  a  lighter  colour  than  usual, 
and  I  have  noticed  that  when  they  come  out  like 
this  they  never  feed  well.  What  roach  have  come 
to  the  net  have  been  found  in  the  deeper  swims,  and 
by  fishing  what  I  call  on  the  edge  of  the  stream. 
Given  more  settled  weather,  sport  should  improve. 
— Stanley  Mead. 

  (Teddingiiou  Weir). — Water  in  good  con- 
dition but  cou  d  do  with  a  little  more  colour  in  it. 
Have  been  getting  perch,  roach,  dace,  and  jack. 
Mr.  Redding  has  taken  a  jack  at  the  rollers  weigh- 
ing between  71b.  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  Tcmlinson,  of 
■  Riverdate,  Teddiogton,  on  Nov.  15,  at  the  weir, 
hooked,  on  single  gut  hook,  a  splendid  jack  of 
181b.  It  took  him  one  hour  to  land  ;  it  is  the 
biggest  fish  I  have  seen  taken  at  the  weir.  Several 
others  up  to  4lb.  have  been  taken. — W.  McBride. 

Avon  (Riugwood). — This  river  has  nicely  sub- 
sided, and  thf-re  is  every  chancs  of  anglers  petting 
fport  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday).  Mr.  W. 
R.  Alderscn  got  six  pike  oa  Nov.  13,  12jlb.,  101b, 
91b.,  9ilb.,  6ib.  and  SJIb  ,  also  several  perch,  the 
largest  21b.  2oz.  Mr.  R.  H  Morant  also  got  two 
fish  on  Nov  14  13.Jlb.  and  81b.— M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District). — Bath 
river  and  broad  are  now  at  capital  level  and  in 
V  good  colour  for-  roach  and  pike  fishing,  and  the 
weather  is  very  fair  for  the  time  of  year.  During 
the  last  ten  days  a  number  of  fine  pike  have  been 
killed  on  Mr.  Ellis's  portion  of  the  broad,  a  splen- 
did fish  of  24ilb.  heading  the  list,  and  others  of 
171b.,  141b  ,  O^lb.  being  taken,  besides  some 
5-pouader8,  twelve  fish  at  a  time  being  the  beat 
bag.  I  found,  previous  to  taking  to  piking,  that 
roach  of  fair  size'  were  taking  freely  in  the  river, 
some  being  too  big  for  bait ;  these  fish  are  mw  in 
superb  condition.  With  colder  and  more  settled 
weather  I  anticipate  some  very  fair  pike  fishing  on 
the  broad,  a«  it  was  not  much  fished  last  season, 
/  owing  to  high  winds,  ice,  etc.  Frosty,  rather  dull 
weather,  with  a  crisp,  rippling  breeze,  I  have 
always  found  best  for  \Vroxham  Broad — very  high 
winds  or  dead  calms  are  nearly  always  exceedingly 
bad  for  sport,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  bait  bigger 
than  Jib.  are  attractive.  Artificial  spinning  lures 
seem  now  nearly  useless,  but  natural  small  silvery 
bait  (roach  or  sprat)  kill  at  times,  and  live  bait 
comes  easily  first.  Single  salmon  gut  down  to  the 
gimp  of  the  hooks  is  advitiable,  and  grey  gimp  and 
incDnspicuous  hooks  answer,  as  the  fish  are  much 
shyer  than  formerly,  although  there  are  plenty  of 
them,  particularly  in  the  wide  reedy  bays  at  the 
top  of  Mr.  Ellis's  water.  All  round  prospects  very 
fair.— 0.  H  Taylor. 

Zldeu  (Carlisle).  —  Heavy  showers  prevailed 
during  the  Ust  few  days  of  the  sea="on,  and  the 
river  was  more  or  less  disturbed.  Mr.  T.  Y.  Bram- 
well  had  two  fish  on  Nov.  10,  and  Mr.  Hodgkinson 
one,  22ib.,  which  wag  not  reported  last  week.  On  the 
11th,  Mr.  Smith  had  one,  161b.,  at  Low  House;  Mr. 
Harris,  one,  16ib.,  at  Corby  ;  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough,  two, 
15lb.,  211b.  ;  and  Mr.  L.  H.  Hodgson,  one  of  381b. 
in  the  Crosby  water ;  Mr.  M.  F.  Scott,  two,  19Ib. 
and  261b. ;  and  Mr.  F.  B.  Ward,  one  cf  191b.  in  the 
Cargo  water.  On  the  12th,  Dr.  Murray,  of  Arma''.h- 
waite  Hall,  killed  two,  191b.  and  241b.,  with  fly  ; 
Mr^  Vauehan,  two,  241b.  and  281b.,  at  Syke  Foot ; 
Mr.  W.  Henderson,  one  of  191b.  at  Cargo.  On  the 
13th,  Mr.  M.  F.  Scott  had  one  of  191b.,  and  Mr. 
Masm,  one  of  261b.,  at  Cargo;  Mr.  Bell,  one  of  171b. 
at  Grinsdale;  and  Mr.  Rt-id,  two,  191b.  and  261b.,  at 
Warwick  Hall.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  T.  Robinson,  one 
of  71b.,  and  Mr.  F.  Ward,  one  of  91b.,  at  Cargo  ;  Mr. 
C.  Liddell,  one  of  211b.,  and  Mr.  Reid.  one  of  171b., 
in  the  Warwick  Hall  water;  Mr.  W.  Stanley,  at 
Crosby,  two,  18Ib.  and  241b.  ;  at  Rickerby,  Mr. 
Johnstone,  one  of  20Ib.  ;  and  Mr.  Rae,  two 
of  201b.  and  26ib.  at  Little  Corby.  This 
closes  the  best  season  for  salmon  we  have  had 
since  1891.  Some  people  think  that  the  pass  at 
Armathwaite  Weir,  by  opening  up  the  higher 
spawning  ground,  is  the  main  cause  of  the  improve- 
ment, others  that  the  ab  ilition  of  drift-net  fishing 
in  the  Solway  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it,  while 
some  think  that  climatic  conditions  alone  account 
for  the  change.  Probably  all  threa  have  done  their 
share. — Silver  Geey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  finer  weather 
has  cheered  the  hearts  of  many,  anglers  in  particu- 
lar, and  some  catches  of  pike  from  3^1b.  to  71b.  have 
been  made  in  the  river  at  the  Point,  and  also  in  the 
-  neighbourhood  of  the  Lime  KOns  in  the  Canal.  Some 
roach  and  dace  of  fairly  good  size  have  been  taken  at 
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Exwick,  St.  David's,  and  higher  up  the  river,  but  the 
wind  is  very  cold  and  mostly  from  the  north  e'ksfc. 
Ex  mouth  sea  anglers  have  besn  taking  some  pollack, 
a  few  mullot,  and  other  fish,  Messrs  Mostyn, 
Matthews,  Beck,  White,  Poole,  Gordon,  Whiteman. 
and  Kelley  doing  fairly  well,  having  regard  and 
allowing  for  the  cold  winds  which  are  not  conducive 
to  sport.  The  first-named  angler  killed  a  fiae 
conger  of  151b.  last  week,  adding  another  to  his 
already  heavy  score  of  big  conger  this  season.  It 
is,  I  hear,  proposed  to  increase  the  charges  for  sea 
fishing  here,  but  until  I  procure  facts  defer  any 
comments. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
Frequenters  of  the  waters  in  Fen  land  will  be 
rejoiced  to  If  an  that  the  st-eams  are  setting  into  a 
normal  condition  Pike  and  chub  fishing  is  appar- 
ently remunerative,  and  that  note'l  water  the  Forty- 
foot,  whica  is  noted  for  iti  big  fish  of  the  shark 
species,  is  drawing  the  attention  of  anglers  from  a 
distance.  Pike  51b.,  61b.,  and  71b.  each  are  occa- 
sionally mentioned  from  the  noted  reaches,  and 
some  good  work  is  rep(  rted  from  the  lower  ead 
towards  Hubbert's  Bridge  and  Svvineshead.  Cap- 
tures are  al-o  mentioned  about  Bi'liagboro'igh. 
Sport  among  the  smaller  fish  is  stated  to  be  pai  ticu- 
Urly  lively;  though  drains  about  Sleaford  and  Wis- 
bech are  net  receiving  the  patronage  they  deserve  ; 
101b.  or  12lb.  of  roach,  rudd,  and  p=>rch  are  of 
frequent  occurrence  among  those  who  turn  up. — ■ 
Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — The  water  is  in  good 
condition,  and  a  nice  stream  is  running,  but  down 
to  Nov.  18  returns  of  sport  are  very  meagre.  There 
is  a  report  of  numerous  pike  and  roach  being  taken 
at  Broxbourne,  but  nothing  authentic  with  refn- 
rence  to  the  catches  has  reached  me  down  to  the 
time  of  writing.  Later — In  the  Walthara  Abbey 
district  several  nise  pike  have  been  landed,  one 
scaling  lllb.  2oz.,  caught  on  Nov.  14.  Pike  of  8  b. 
and  71b.  have  also  been  taken  at  this  resort.  Mr. 
Gill,  out  at  Broxbourne,  has  secured  12lb.  of  roaob. 
— Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  continued  to  improve,  and  have  now 
run  down  inti  fishable  order;  ih'iy  have  cleared, 
and  are  in  order  for  fly  or  mpggot  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  more  suitable  for  angling,  with 
frt  sty  n'ghts  and  fine  days,  and  occasionally  a 
shower  of  rain ;  the  grayling  have  been  more 
on  the  move  than  for  a  month  past.  Angling  is 
quiet  at  present,  only  a  few  anglers  out ;  but  if  the 
weather  holds  more  will  be  on  the  rivers,  as  the 
grayling  are  in  good  condition  and  should  sport 
well.  The  flies  to  use  are  Red  Tag,  Willow  Green 
Insect,  and  Olive  Dun.    The  Pinsley  is  in  order, — 

GWYNNE. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and   Finsley  (Einifsland). — 

Rivers  are  still  a  little  on  the  high  side,  yet  in  fair 
order  for  the  time  of  the  year.  Fly  fishing  may  be 
tried  between  Ham.  and  3  p.m.  with  a  chance  of 
some  sport.  Best  flies  should  be :  Mid  Blue,  Red 
Tag,  and  Green  Insect,  and  for  change.  Dark 
Willow,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear,  Whirling,  Iron  Blue, 
Red  Palmer  (autumn  dressing),  and  (Jreen  Insect, 
with  orange  or  yellow  tags.  Sink  and  draw, 
swimming  worm,  and  maggot  are  all  good,  and 
may  be  used  earlier  and  later  than  the  fly.  Wea- 
ther appears  more  settled.  Glass  fairly  high,  and 
inclined  to  rise ;  wind,  north  and  north-east. 
Prospects  for  sport  the  coming  week  are  the  best 
sinre  the  end  of  September  — R.  T.Williams. 

Onse  (firandon,  Suffolk). — River  now  in  grand 
condition.  Several  good  pike  have  been  taken  up 
to  8Jlb. ;  also  some  good  bags  of  loich  and  dace 
of  excellent  quality.  Boats,  baits,  etc.,  are  to  be 
obtained  from  J.  Rolph. 

  (Holsrwell  Perry). — We  have  been  having 

very  decent  weather  up  to  to-day  (Wednesday),  and 
sport  has  been  very  good.  Half-a-dozen  gentlemen 
have  been  out,  and  all  got  good  fish,  the  largest 
(9Jlb.)  falling  to  Mr.  Atkinson's  rod,  a  very  hand- 
some fish.  Mr.  Ans  iss,  of  Chelsea,  has  it  to  set  up. 
Perch  have  also  shown  up  well  in  numbers,  but 
nothing  j  et  over  l|lb.  Roach  are  still  taking  lobs 
well.    To-day  has  been  very  rough  on  the  river. — 

A.  SCARD. 

  (Huntingdon). — After  the  recent  heavy 

floods  the  river  is  comparatively  free  from  weeds, 
and  it  is  now  in  excellent  condition.  Fish  of  all 
kinds  are  feeding  very  freely.  A  great  number  of 
pike  have  been  taken  both  live  baitirg  and  spinning. 
Any  angler  contemplating  paying  the  river  a  visit 
should  at  once  avail  himself  of  the  present  favour- 
able conditions. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

 (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  splendid  con- 
dition for  all  kinds  of  tishing,  especia'ly  pike.  One 
anjiler,  on  Nov.  17,  took  nine  fish,  averaging  8  h. 
each;  G  Sims,  another  angler,  on  s^me  d  y,  had 
three  fifh,  largest  13|lb. ;  anothsr  angler  got  five 
fifh  largest  16ib.  Live  baits  are  scarce  and  very 
difficult  to  obtain,  although  very  diligently  sought 
after  by  those  with  cast-nets,  some  throwing  thirty 


321 


to  forty  times  and  oaly  g^ttiner  one  bait.  Roach 
up  to  lib  3  'Z  have  been  weigh  d  in  by  E  Collin'on. 
On  Nov,  26  we  fish  a  roach  match  versus  our  old 
fi-iends  the  N  A.P.S.  f,)r  ihi  u^-ud  dinner.  Th«y 
have  an  opea  competiiii  n  on  thatd-it",  wl  ich  they 
have  derided  on  fishing  at  St.  Iv.  s  and  a'thouuh  I 
can-iot  exp 'ct  many  of  my  memtiers  to  roach  fi  h 
in  Novem  er,  if  only  1  turn  O'lt  I  shall  fish  for  all  I 
am  worth  f  ir  my  St.  Ives  Club  against  whoever 
they  m  ly  pit  against  me.  Counoil'or  G.  Bio«nlow 
(mavor).  our  presidor.t  Mr.  H.  J.  Hankin.  Mr.  H. 
Wadsworth,  and  several  oih^r  prominent  members 
have  sienified  their  intention  of  dlnin|  with  our 
f^iend^  after  ihi  match  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel, 
and  no  douht  but  what  the  day's  issue  will  provide 
enough  topics  for  a  pleis-int  hour's  conviviality, 
ani  I  am  sure  both  teaojs  would  give  a  we'c  'm"  to 
'•D'agaet"  if  he  can  possibly  join  us. — Edwabd 

COLLINSON-. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — River  in  very  good  condition, 
and  pike,  perch,  and  chub  feeding.  Nice  pike  of 
1 1  Jib.  taken  last  Saturday,  and  several  smaller  ones 
since.  Prospects  for  week  -  end  very  good  at 
present. — F.  Beesov. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  The  river  is  in  good 
order  for  pike  Hbhm^.  and  frosty  nijshts  have  im- 
proved prospects  of  spo  t  in  this  conn-  ction.  Chub 
a  d  roach  a'so  should  be  found  feeding,  and  here 
and  there  a  perch  or  two  may  be  caught  by  spin- 
ning or  live  bait  on  paternoster  or  single  triangle. 
Perch  are  by  no  means  so  numerous  in  the  Severn 
as  they  used  to  be — probably  on  account  of  the 
free  use  of  bush  n^ts  Here  and  there  grayling 
may  be  found  in  the  Severn,  but  they  are  rarely 
caught  in  their  proper  season.  In  so  large  a  river, 
however,  thev  are  undoubtedly  difficult  to  locate, 
being  capricious  feeders  and  not  easy  to  land 
when  hooked.  These  facts  probably  account  for 
the  meagre  captures  — HAFKE>f. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  greater  part  of  the  past  week  has  been 
rainy  and  cold,  and  at  the  close  of  last  week  all  the 
higher  Welsh  mountains  w.-re  coated  with  snow, 
which  afterwards  malted  and  found  its  way  into 
these  rivers,  which  have  been  swollen  and  out  of 
condition  for  some  time  past.  The  weather  at 
present  appears  more  settled,  and  to-night  (Nov.  18) 
there  is  good  prospect  of  a  sharp  frost,  for  which 
grayhng  anglers  have  so  long  wished  for  in  vain. 
All  kinds  of  fish,  excepting  pike  and  chub,  are  said 
to  ba  much  less  plentiful  in  these  rivers  than  in 
former  years. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
The  weather  is  more  settled.  Rain  has  held  off,  and 
with  the  frosts  and  fogs  we  have  typical  November 
weather.  Rivers  have  fined  down  considerably, 
end  many  anglers  have  be3n  out.  Fiah  of  all 
descriptions,  from  trout  to  roach,  have  been  found 
by  the  river  banks  and  in  meadows  loft  by  ths 
receding  water.  A  few  pike  and  roach  have  been 
captured  from  the  Ouse  in  the  upper  reaches, 
but  from  the  Barcombe  district  I  have  no  news. 
The  canal  at  Chiches'er,  bar  weeds,  is  in  good 
order.  Perch,  for  which  the  water  is  famous,  have 
been  feeding  freely  during  the  week.  Thirteen  fish 
from  6oz,  to  31b  ,  were  taken  in  a  few  hours,  and  on 
Nov.  14  Mr.  Gilmore,  among  other  takes,  captured 
a  fine  perch  of  3^lb.,  which  he  is  preserving.  The 
fish  was  in  excellent  condition,  with  a  fine  roe,  which 
found  aresting  place  on  my  supper-table,  thanks  to 
Mr.  Gilmore.  A  few  pike  have  b--en  taken,  and  the 
larger  bream  are  feeding  better. — George  -F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Tame  in  this  part  is 
running  clear  and  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing.  D  iring  tie  past  few  days  the 
water  has  gone  down  and  has  greatly  improved, 
and  anglers  could  not  wish  for  Id  tj  be  in  better 
order  thaa  at  present.  The  weather  has  been  rather 
unsettled  and  rain  has  been  hfd,  but  it  has  not 
altered  the  water,  and  the  cold  frosty  nights,  fol- 
lowed by  fine  days,  have  brougho  the  fish  on  the  feed, 
and  they  have  teen  rising  at  the  fly  from  eleven  to 
three  in  the  day.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  have  used  the  fly.  worm,  and  maggot. 
The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue, 
Green  Insect,  and  Silver  Dun.  Some  very  nice 
sized  grayling  have  been  landed.  Pike  fishing  was 
most  successful  at  the  end  of  last  week.  One 
angler  in  the  Burway  landed  a  fine  oue  of  1  lib.,  and 
another  small  one  was  taken  just  alter.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  two  angleis  were  out  in  a  boat  on  the 
same  water  and  got  capsized,  but  fished  after  with 
f  pDon  bait,  anl  hooked  a  salmon  of  171b.  or  181b., 
which  broke  the  tackle  and  got  away.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in 
order ;  little  fishing  djne  in  them  of  late. — S. 
Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 

now  gone  down,  has  cleur  d  nicely,  and  is  now 
running  in  better  oider  than  it  has  bfea  for  some 
weeks.  The  weather  has  cleared,  although  a  little 
rain  has  been  had,  and  the  water  is  suitable  for 
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either  fly  or  maggot  and  worm  fisliing.  The  cold 
nights  have  brought  the  larger  grayling  on  the 
move,  and  they  have  been  on  the  feed  at  midday. 
Angling  has  not  been  brisk,  but  a  few  rods  have 
been  out  and  some  grayling  taken.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport  in  this  part  if  the  weather 
holds  fine. — Woecester. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — Water  in  excellent  con- 
dition, weather  very  fine,  fishing  good.  Mr.  W. 
Parker  got  thirteen  runs  for  pike,  on  Nov.  16,  and 
landed  eight,  the  largest  9|lb. — W.  Vickehy. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neig'hbonringr 
Rivers. — The  recent  frosty  weather  has  improved 
our  coarse  fishing,  and  some  decent  baskets  of  roach 
and  dace  have  been  killed  at  Corbridge.  I  have  just 
heard  that  Mr.  Kent,  fishina  at  Wylam,  killed  sixty 
good  dace  with  maggot.  The  Glen  is  in  good  order 
for  worm  fishing.  Mr.  Tate  killed  a  good  basket  of 
grajling  {91b.)  and  Mr.  Gober  a  full  basket  of  gray- 
ling, scaling  151b. — both  baskets  were  killed  with 
worm.  A  Wooler  angler  also  killed  a  good  basket. 
A  good  grajling  cast  for  now — Point,  Murton's, 
Black-Bronze,  Smoke  Fly,  Red  Tag,  and  Waterhen 
Bloa. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
T>ne. 

Witham    Conservancy  (Slid    Lines).  —  The 

Witham  is  now  in  capital  condition  for  roach  fish- 
ing. Weather  is  not  very  tempting  for  visitors,  but 
many  put  in  an  appearance  in  the  Dogdyke  dis- 
trict, end  are  pretty  well  rewarded.  Roach  anglers 
have  had  a  good  time  of  it  near  the  station.  The 
Bain  has  also  proved  a  good  place  for  the  roachers, 
and  a  few  sizeable  pike  have  been  captured  by 
Prussian  carp.  Samples  of  perch  which  haunt  this 
particular  situation  vary  from  lib.  to  2^1b.,  and 
many  are  got  from  the  swims  above  Tattershall 
Bridge  One  visitor  got  several  averaging  21b.  each. 
Near  Billinghay  Staith,  a  noted  capture  was  made. 
Roaehing  at  the  Delph  end,  which  drains  Thorpe 
Linley  Fen,  has  proved  successful,  but  fishing  at 
Bardney  has  not  been  first-class.  As  regards  the 
Sincil  Dyke  and  the  Old  Barlings  Eau  sport  has 
been  brisk.  Never  perhaps  in  the  memory  of 
visitors  have  anglers  done  so  well  among  the  red 
fins.  At  Washingborough  and  Five  Mile  House 
anglers  have  had  things  to  their  own  liking.  The 
Bain  continues  to  fish  fairly  well,  and  about  Con- 
ings-by  some  capital  roach  have  come  to  hand.  A 
few  nice  chub  have  also  been  captured  by  maggots. 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  now  in  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing, 
and  nice  baskets  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Derwent  Darleydale  Club's  water,  and  a  few  nice 
grajling  have  been  taken  from  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water ;  also  the 
Whatstandwell  portion  of  the  Derwent  has  yielded 
nice  creels  of  fish.  The  Wye  has  afforded  very  fair 
sport  with  the  fly  for  the  time  of  the  year.  The 
fiost  we  are  having  should  improve  grajling  fishing. 
Useful  flies:  Needle  Fly,  Silver  Dun,  Red  Tag,  Grey 
Palmer,  and  Furnace  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse,  etc. 
(Yorks). — There  has  been  a  slight  touch  of  winter. 
The  Yoredale,  Swaledale,  Nidderdale,  and  Coverdale 
hills  have  been  /capped  with  snow.  This  sh  >uld 
improve  the  grayling  and  pike  fishing.  Very  little 
has  been  doing  on  the  Ure  in  the  upper  reaches  at 
Hawes,  Redmire,  and  Wensley.  The  Cover  has 
fished  better,  and  dishes  of  from  five  to  six  brace  of 
fish  have  been  caught.  In  the  lower  reaches  very 
little  has  been  doing  at  Clifton  and  Masham.  At 
Tanfield  a  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  associa- 
tion water  and  fair  sport  has  been  met  with,  Messrs. 
Crawford,  Keighley,  Walsh,  and  Helliwell  doing  the 
most  execution.  Very  poor  returns  are  to  hand 
from  Ripon  and  Boroughbi  idge  dis'  ricts.  The  Wharfe 
is  now  running  low  and  clear.  Veiy  little  has  been 
done  at  Appletreewick  and  Burnsall.  At  Ilkley 
fair  sport  hai  been  met  with.  At  the  lower  end 
the  bottom  fishermen  have  been  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  Very  meagre  returns  are  to  htni  from 
the  Derwent,  Nidd,  and  Ouse.  Some  of  the  pike 
fishers  have  done  fttir  in  the  Pocklington  and  Maiket 
Weighton  canals.  On  Nov.  15,  the  Robin  Hood 
Angling  Club,  Leeds,  had  an  off  match,  about  sixty 
competitors  competing;  sport  on  (he  whole  was 
quiet.  The  first  prize  fell  to  Mr.  T,  Crosswaithe, 
lib.  4oz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  S.  Rogers;  3rd,  Mr.  W. 
Gregory.  On  Nov.  13,  the  delegates  of  the 
Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Angers  held  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  Grand  Restaurant,  Leeds. 
After  the  repast,  speeches  were  made  by  Captain 
Key,  Mr.  W.  Royston,  and  others.  The  toasts  were 
"Ihe  Royal  Family,"  "Our  Society,"  and  "The 
Visitors."  Letters ,  of  apology  were  read  from 
Mr  J.  E.  Miller,  eenr.,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard 
("Dragnet"),  and  others.  The  harmony  of  the 
evening  was  contributed  by  Messrs.  Pickard, 
Sutherf,  Thompscn,  Musson,  and  Hodgson.  Gray- 
ling will  take  fly  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Best 
flies  are  Miller's  Dark  Neeole,  Red  Tag,  Bradshaw's 


Fancy,  and  Waterhen  Bloa,  quill  body.  Failing  fly, 
fish  the  gentle,  and  if  frosty,  the  red  worm. — John 
E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street  Lesds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  again  been 
in  flood — the  first  since  the  close  of  the  seajon — and 
will  now  be  more  or  less  swollen  till  the  frosts  set 
in.  Spawning  fish  are  numerous  on  the  far  inland 
reaches  much  more  so  than  has  been  the  case  for 
many  years  back.  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess 
of  Fife  left  Mar  Lodge  on  Tuesday  after  a  very 
successful  angling  season — the  best  she  has  had  for 
some  years.  The  pools  were  well  filled  with  fish, 
and  there  was  abundance  of  watar  all  the  season 
through.  A  good  supply  of  ova  for  the  hatchery  at 
Drum,  belonging  to  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  has  been 
obtained  by  Inspector  Duncan  and  his  men  from 
the  Cluny,  the  Bydult,  and  other  feeders.  On  the 
Feugh  and  other  side  streams  the  ripe  fish  are  now 
taking  to  the  redds  freely,  and  the  prospects  of 
a  good  spawning  season  are  well  assured.  There 
is  a  keen  demand  for  early  spring  waters  on  the  Dee, 
and  what  are  not  already  let  are  being  rapidly 
picked  up.  Rents  are  much  the  same  a3  last  year. 
They  are  nowhere  less. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
With  conditions  favourable  to  the  salmon  angler, 
sport  continues  to  be  very  good.  Reports  from  all 
reaches  of  the  river  present  the  same  features — 
plenty  of  fish,  water  in  good  order,  and  weather  all 
that  could  be  desired ;  hence  the  success  which  has 
attended  sportsmen  as  follows  :— On  Boldside  water 
Lieut.-Col.  Davieson  Nov.  10  had  a  salmon  of  311b., 
and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Scott,  of  Gala,  one,  of 
16|lb. ;  and  Holmes  (fisherman),  one,  71b.  On  the 
11th  Col.  Davies  caught  one,  171b.,  and  a  71b. 
grilse;  Mr.  Scott  had  two,  lOrJlb.  and  lljlb. ; 
Holmes,  two,  of  201b.  and  15lb, ;  and  Millar 
(fisherman)  one  of  181b.  and  a  grilse,  SJlb. 
On  Nov.  12,  Mr.  Erskine  caught  two,  of  181b.  and 
201b.,  Millar,  two,  of  181b.  and  241b.,  Holmes,  three 
of  331b.,  151b.,  and  IS^lb.,  and  a  grilse,  61b.  On 
Nov.  13,  Col.  Davies  caught  three  salmon  of  221b  , 
21Jlb.,  and  161b.,  also  one  grilse,  5jlb.  On  Nov.  14, 
Mr.  Scott  had  a  salmon,  ll^ib.,  and  Col.  Davies  one 
sea-trout.  On  Makerstoun  water.  Lord  Romney  had 
six  fish  on  Nov.  10,  four  salmon,  191b..  191b.,  171b., 
and  171b.,  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  61b.,  and  Gen. 
Hon  W.  S.  D.  Home,  one  of  161b.  On  Nov.  11, 
Lord  Romney  had  three,  201b.,  171b.  and  17ib.,  also 
two  grilse,  61b.  and  71b.,  and  Gen.  Home  one  of  I7lb. 
On  Nov.  1 2,  Lord  Romney  caught  three  salmon,  1 91  b. , 
171b  ,  and  13|lb.,  and  Gen.  Home  two,  171b.  and  191b. 
On  Nov.  13  General  Home  caught  four  of  201b.. 
I91b.,  171b.  and  161b.,  and  Lord  Romney  three  of 
?01b.,  171b.,  14Jlb.  On  Nov.  14  Lard  Romney  had 
two  salmon  of  20 Jib.  and  191b.,  and  General  Home 
two,  241b.  and  191b.  On  Nov.  16  each  of  these 
gentlemen  had  one  fish,  211b.  and  171b.  Floors 
Castle  upper  water  yielded  sixty-five  fish  last  week. 
Of  these  Mr.  Francis  Ley  killed  twenty-eight, 
weighing  5491b.,  Mrs.  Ley,  five,  which  weighed 
981b.,  and  Mr.  Bell-Irving,  thirty-two,  the  weight 
of  which  was  6311b.  ;  an  aggregate  of  1,2781b. 
Floors  Castle  under  water. — On  this  water  Mr. 
McCuUoch  continues  to  have  excellent  sport,  he 
having  had  last  week  seventy-eight  fish,  of  an 
aggregate  weight  of  1,4591b.,  thus  averaging  nearly 
201  b.  This  is  the  record  for  one  rod  this  season. 
On  Ednam  House,  Mr.  Wood  has  had  good  sport : 
on  the  11th,  four  salmon;  12th,  two;  13th,  four; 
14th,  two;  and  16th,  six;  weighing  up  to  251b. 
On  Hendersyde  water,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Chipchase,  on 
the  17th,  had  thirteen  salmon;  General  Paton,  on 
the  nth,  had  six,  of  231b.,  igjlb.,  191b..  191b.,  171b., 
and  41b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Pi  ingle,  one  of  241b.  On  the 
12th,  Lady  Waldie-Griffith  had  two.  of  211b.  and 
191b.,  and  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith  seven,  of 
241b..  22Jlb.,  211b.,  181b.,  17lb.,  161b  ,  and  121b.,  and 
Mr.  Pringle  two,  of  22lb.  and  7)b.  (the  latter  being  a 
spring  salmon.  On  the  13th,  Sir  R.  Waldie  Griffith 
caught  four,  and  Colonel  Trotter  and  Mr.  Pringle 
had  one  each.  Mr.  W.  Boyd,  Edinburgh,  on  14th, 
caught  ten,  26Jlb.,  251b.,  22Jlb.,  221b..  221b.,  22. b., 
221b.,  171b.,  16ib.,  161b.;  and  on  the  same  day.  Sir 
R.  Waldie  Griffith  had  six,  241b.,  201b..  201b.,  19jb., 
171b.,  161b.  On  Sprouston  water,  on  9th,  Captain 
Gerald  Trotter  caught  two  salmon,  14ib.  and  121b. 
On  10th,  he  caught  four,  251b.,  2llb.,  181b.,  161b.  ; 
General  Sir  Henry  Trotter,  three,  271b.,  221b.,  181b.  ; 
and  Captain  E.  Trotter,  two,  181b..  161b.  Oa  11th, 
General  Trotter,  five,  181b.,  171b.,  171b.,  161b,  151b.  ; 


Grayling  Fishing.— Having  had  more  experience  since  1856 
as  a  grayling  fisher  than  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  flies  and  tacKle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  grayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooka,  bcbt  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  2s.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  ihe 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen. 
Extra  selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d. ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9d.  each.— J.  E.  MILLER,  Northern  Anglers  Dep6t, 
19,  New  Station -street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds. ' 


Capt.G.  Trotter,  eight,  241b.,  241b.,  231b.,  211b  .  18lb., 
171b.,  171b.,  and  161b.  On  the  12bh  General  Trotter 
had  four,  of  261b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  131b.;  Capt.  G. 
Trotter,  three,  of  191b.,  171b.,  and  81b. ;  and  Mr. 
Wright,  one,  of  181b.  On  the  13th  General  Trotter 
had  four,  181b  ,  181b.,  181b.,  and  161b.  ;  and  Capt. 
G.  Trotter,  ten  fish,  of  291b.,  2olb.,  25lb.,  221b., 
211b.,  211b.,  201b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  I4lb.  On  the 
14th  Capt.  G.  Trotter  caught  eleven  salmon,  of 
271b.,  251b.,  241b.,  231b.,  221b.,  201b.,  191b.,  181b., 
181b..  171b.,  and  161b. ;  and  General  Trotter,  three, 
of  201b.,  181b.,  and  71b.;  and  Capt.  E. 
Trotter,  two,  of  151b.  and  171b.  On  Birgham 
water  sixty-five  fish  were  caught  last  week. 
Lady  Margaret  Douglas  Home  had  a  grilse  of  81b. 
on  Nov.  10  (this  being  her  first  fish) ;  the  Earl  of 
Home,  one  salmon  of  18ib. ;  and  Colonel  Clinton, 
one  of  211b.  On  the  11th,  Lord  Dunglass  had  seven 
of  241b.,  221b.,  211b.,  201b.,  181b.,  181b.,  and  &lb. ; 
Colonel  Clinton,  three,  of  2llb.,  191b.,  and  18^1b.  ; 
and  Mr.  John  Herriot,  one,  of  291b.  On  Nov.  12 
in  all  22  fish  were  caught,  two  of  241b.  and  201b. 
by  Lady  Margaret  Djuglas  Home,  one  of  18ib.  by 
Lord  Home,  three  of  2llb  ,  181b.,  and  171b,  by 
Colonel  Clinton,  and  sixteen  by  Lord  Dunglass, 
w-'ighing  291b.,  271b  ,  271b.,  241b.,  221b.,  211b.,  20  b  , 
201b.,  201b.,  20ib.,  201b.,  201b„  19^1b  ,  191b.,  171b. 
and  171b.  On  Nov.  13  Lady  Sybil  Grey  caught 
three  salmon  of  221b.,  181b.  and  161b,  ;  Colonel 
Clinton  had  three,  191b.,  191b.  and  161b.  ;  Lord 
Dunglass,  six,  of  28Jib.,  191b,  191b.,  171b..  171b, 
and  151b.  ;  and  John  Scott,  one,  of  17ilb.  On 
Nov.  14  Colonel  Clinton  had  one,  18Jlb.  ;  Lord 
Dunglass,  three,  of  221b.,  181b.  and  131b.,  and  one 
grilse  81b..  and  Lord  Home  a  salmon  of  231b.  On 
Nov.  16,  Gen.  Trotter  had  three  of  181b.,  171b.,  and 
161b.,  Sir  David  Baird  one,  141b.,  Miss  Baird  one, 
njlb.,  and  Lord  Dunglass  five,  of  211b.,  201b..  191b., 
171b.  and  171b.  On  Mertoun  upper  water,  onNov.  5, 
Mr.  Greville  Douglas  caught  five  salmon,  the  weights 
being  241b.,  23lb.,  191b.,  171b.,  and  141b.,  also  one 
gri  se  ;  on  Nov.  6,  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  161-b. ;  on 
the  7th  he  had  four  of  25ib.,  22Ib  ,  181b.,  and  171b, 
and  on  th=)  9th  he  cauaht  ten  of  261b.,  241b.,  221b., 
201b.,  17ib,  181b.,  171b.,  161b.,  161b.,  and  141b. 
On  Teviot,  Mr.  W.  Currie  had  two  nice  fish  of  16Jlb. 
and  15|lb.  on  Nov.  11,  and  on  Nov.  12  Mr.  Affljck, 
Heiton,  had  two  of  131b.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  G.  Sandells 
had  one  of  61b.  on  the  saoie  day.  On  Nov.  13,  Mr. 
F.  J.  Douglas  had  two  of  211b.  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  R. 
Affleck  one  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  R  Rjbertson  one  of 
181b.  On  Nov.  14,  Mr.  R.  Ormiston  had  one  of 
lejlb.  On  Nov.  16,  Mr.  John  Smith  one  of  HJIb., 
and  Mr.  John  Scott  a  salmon  of  20^lb.,  and  a  sea- 
trout  of  4lb.  On  Nov.  17,  Mr.  F.  J.  Douglas  had  a 
sea-trout. — Maxw^heel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — Trout  spawning  is  well 
forward  in  the  Six- mile  water,  Clady,  Glenavy,  and 
Crumlen.    In  the  last  named  two,  several  pairs  of 
salmon  have  been  seen  at  work.    Very  few  trout 
are  on  the  redds  of  the  upper  water  of  the  Lagan,  I 
the  stock  having  been  almost  poached  out  last  '. 
season.     Salmon  are  running  the  Crossgar  and 
Moneycarflgh  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  90  per  cent, 
of  them  will  never  see  the  Irish  Channel  again.  The 
trout  are  beginning  to  move  up  the  runners  enter-  i 
ing  Woodburn  Reservoirs.  Unless  they  are  protected  j 
they  will  be  poached  once  they  pass  out  of  the  | 
Water  Commissioners'  bounds.    A  fly-tying  school,  j 
composed  of  members  of  the  three  local  angling  ^ 
associations,  has  just  been  started  in  the  city  for  1 
the  winter  mont-hs. — J.  A.  B.  j 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Excellent  j 
epoit  with  the  gun.  Captain  Bartholomew  making  j 
the  largest  bag  to  his  own  gun  on  Nov.  15  :  three  ^ 
and  a  half  brace  of  snipe,  on<3  and  a  half  brace  cock,  i 
three  brace  of  wood-pigi^on,  two  brace  of  hares,  one  | 
pheasant,  three  wild  ducks,  and  one  brace  of 
curlew. — J.  A.  J. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).  —  Both  loughs  are  now  in  good  order  for 
jack.  Mr.  Philipson  Stow  had  eight  jack,  171b., 
9Jlb.,  81b.,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  4i-lb.,  31b.,  21b.  Dr.  Wallace 
had  seven  jack.  151b.,  131b.,  101b.,  81b.,  81b.,  5^1  b., 
31b.  Wild-fowl  are  plentiful  in  the  estuary. — Pat 
Heabnes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskellig's. — Sport  has  been  very  good  at 
this  station  for  the  last  few  days.  On  Monday 
(Nov.  16),  ten  boats,  fishing  off  Horse  Island, 
caught  large  hampers  of  whiting,  gurnard,  and 
other  fish.  The  takes  varied  from  250  to  350  fish, 
principally  whiting,  giving  an  average  of  from  fifty 
to  seventy  fish  to  each  handline.  A  few  mackerel 
have  been  had  occasionally,  but  the  latter  fish 
appear  very  scarce  around  here  at  present.  Pollack 
anglers  h  ive  been  out  on  a  couple  of  days,  but  only 
had  indifferent  sport.  Bass  are  around,  but  are 
not  giving  much  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — Very  little  has  been  done  by  boat 


i 


November  21,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


323 


CONTENTS. 

N:B: — Ml  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  papert 

Occasional  Notes    315 

A  Fighfc  with  a  Heavy  Salmon    316 

"  Spots  "  near  Home    316 

111- Gotten  Trout   .,    317 

Fresh- water  Aquaria    317 

Char  and  Char  Fishing  in  North  Wales    318 

Dac9  Fishing  in  Sussex   319 

Results  of  Marking  Salmon  Fry  and  Smolts  ...  320 

Close  of  Angling  in  the  South  of  Scotland     .,,  320 

Kipling's  "  Red  Gods  "  -   325 

Yorkshire  Notes    327 

Notes  from  the  North   328 


anglers  during  the  past  few  days.    Sea  too  choppy 
At  time  of  writing  (Nov.  18)  the  sea  is  as  calm  as 
a  lake,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  north.  Pro 
spfct  good  for  cominsc  week. — H. 

Darrynaue  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  has  not  been  so 
good  as  it  was  last  week,  but  is  improving  at  time 
of  writing.  On  one  day  four  arglers  had  127 
whiting  inside  Scariff  Island,  and  another  party  of 
five  anglers  get  139.  Since  then  sport  has  shown 
improvement,  the  takes  running  up  to  200  fish. 
Further  up  the  bay,  in  the  Glenlough  neighbour- 
hood, some  sport  is  being  had  et  hake  and  whiting. 
Weather  very  calm,  but  cold  and  showery. — T.  J.  D. 

DeaL— Nov.  12. — Wind  westerly,  fine,  and  water 
smooth  end  in  fair  condition.  A  large  quantity  of 
boats  out,  and  good  takes  of  very  large  whiting  and 
several  fine  cod  landed.  One  local  boatman  captured 
four,  betides  a  good  take  of  large  whiting  and  other 
fish.  Messrs.  A.  W.  Parker  and  Geo.  Wheeler  caught 
ten  score  of  whiting  and  one  cod  (lUb  ).  Nov.  13. 
—Good  takes.  Nov.  14.— The  first  three  days  of 
the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society's  Boat  Competition. 
Wind  S.S.W..  strong,  and  good  takes  weighed  in. 
Nov.  15. — Wind  westerly,  fine,  sun  shining  bright. 
Fair  takes  landed.  Nov.  16.— Wind  north-westerly, 
fine,  with  blue  f-ky.  The  last  batch  of  competitors 
afloat.  The  three  days'  total  competitors,  275, 
besides  a  large  contingent  of  non-competitors,  who 
hed  the  pleasure  to  go  afloat.  The  weighing  in  was 
not  quite  so  good  as  the  previous  two  days; 
Messrs.  Ferminger,  Hartridge,  and  Reidpath  came 
in  a  little  too  late,  but  had  a  splendid  catch  of 
conger,  good  codling,  and  other  fish.  The  total 
weight  of  sizeable  fish  for  three  days  was  13101b. 
4Joz.  Nov.  17.— Wind  north-north-westerly,  back- 
ing round  to  south,  thick  with  rain.  Sport  poor. 
Nov.  18.— Fresh  breeze,  northerly,  first  part  of 
day,  with  bright  sun  ;  later,  squalls  of  rain  and  hail. 
Sport  very  poor.  Unless  the  weather  gets  more 
settlfd,  we  cannot  expect  grand  sport. — Edwabd 
Hauoeh  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall).  —  Boat  angling  rather  in 
abeyance  just  now  (Nov.  17).— Small  catches  of 
whiting  outside  the  harbour,  but  inside  the  har- 
bour—which is  really  a  small  inland  sea— good 
sport  is  being  had  with  ba?s,  small  cod,  gurnard, 
plaice,  pollack  and  whiting — in  short,  Fowey  is  an 
ideal  place  for  an  amateur  sea-angler. — H. 

Hastings. —  Sport  good,  weather  Al,  plenty  of 
whiting  about  now.  Mr.  Jones  was  out  on  Nov.  15 
with  Tom  Hugh,  and  had  whiting  up  to  IJlb.  and 
cod  121b. ;  the  only  trouble  is  there  are  too  many 
dogs.  Mr.  Watts,  fishing  from  the  harbour  on  the 
16th  with  rod  and  line,  secured  a  fine  conger  which 
weighed  171b.  lloz.  Pieis  are  doing  well  with  flats 
and  whiting  and  codling  up  to  51b. — H.  D. 

Herne  Baj. — Good  catches  of  whiting  and 
codling  have  been  reported  this  week.  At  the 
Association's  competition  on  the  11th,  fishiog  from 
2.30  to  4  30,  Mr.  Edwards  secured  241b.  12oz.,  and 
Mr.  Boncey  was  second  with  101b.  2nz.  The  ladies' 
competition  was  won  by  Miss  Whitford,  with 
51  b.  4oz.— J.  E.  G. 

Ipswicli. — The  second  whiting  match  was  held 
m  tne  river  Orwell  on  Nov.  14.  The  number  of 
fish  taken  was  much  larger  than  has  hitherto  been 
the  case  this  season  ;  but  most  of  them  were  small, 
and  but  few  came  up  to  the  standard  size.  The 
fiist  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Westgate,  who 
also  tecured  the  special  for  the  best  six  whiting, 
weight  41b ;  second  prize,  Mr.  A.  W.  Morlev  :  third. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Price.— H.  C.  W. 

Lowestoft.  —  The  members  of  the  Norwich 
Angling  Club  held  their  fiist  sea  fishing  match  on 
Thursday  (Nov.  12)  at  Lowestoft,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  Howard  Dakin.  Fishing  from 
boats,  capital  sport  was  had  with  codling  and 
whiting  The  eleven  members  taking  part  landed 
over  1501b.  of  fish.  The  heaviest  catch  was  made 
by  Mr.  Downe,  271b.,  and  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
Wmaor  Bishop,  was  lucky  enough  to  land  one  of 
the  finest  cod  caught  this  season,  which  turned  the 


scale  at  17Jlb.,  and  which  made  a  splendid  fight 
and  caused  a  good  deal  of  excitement  before  being 
hauled  on  board.  The  match  was  much  enjoyed, 
and  the  club  will  probably  arrange  for  another 
before  the  season  is  over.  The  following  are  the 
prize  winners: — Jas.  Downe,  271b.  2oz.,  1st;  Winsor 
Bishop,  251b.  lloz.,  2nd;  W.  Burrage,  171b.  lloz., 
3rd;  F,  Parker,  131b.  8oz. ;  H.  E.  Smith,  131b.; 
H.  E.  Mackley,  121b.  13oz. ;  C.  Brown,  Ulb.  6oz. ; 
R.  G.  Smith,  101b.  6oz.— R.  G.  Smith. 

Lowestoft — Angling  during  thepast  week  has  been 
splendid,  cod  giving  simply  grand  sport.  From  a 
boat,  Mr.  A.  Haws,  during  the  past  week,  has  had  the 
following  catches:  Friday  (Nov.  13)  14,  Monday 
(Nov.  16)  20,  Tuesday  (Nov.  17)  25,  all  good  fish 
from  14 Jib.  down.  Casting  from  the  beach  has  also 
been  very  good.  Mr.  Miles  and  Mr.  Fiske  having  cod 
of  271b.  and  251b.  respectively,  and  several  other 
anglers  have  had  fish  of  251b.,  241b  ,  23Jlb.,  and 
downwards.  Whiting  caught  on  the  piers  have 
been  good  in  size  and  number,  but  few  codling  have 
been  taken  on  account  of  the  calm  weather.  Messrs. 
A.  and  J.  Waller,  however,  have  had  nice  fish.  The 
competitions  for  the  Jackson-Scott  cup  have  re 
suited  in  moderate  catches  owing  to  adverse 
weather,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  final  (fixed  for 
Nov.  28)  will  be  in  every  way  successful.  Another 
competition  for  the  Nockolds  cup  takes  place  on 
Nov.  26.— H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — Ground  fishing  is  giving  only  mode- 
rate sport  with  whiting,  cod,  gurnard,  pollack, 
conger,  etc.  Whiffing  for  pollack  fair  sport;  catches 
of  sixty-five  small  size  fish  down  per  boat,  A  resi- 
dent fishing  for  conger  on  the  Albert  Pier  caught  a 
cod  which  weighed  211b.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B  S.A.S.). 

Plynxonth. — The  weather  is  on  the  whole  favour- 
able for  fishing,  fine  and  cold ;  there  is  not  much 
being  done  in  the  daytime,  but  at  night  some  good 
baskets  of  pollack  and  smelt  are  taken,  these  last 
being  very  fine  this  year.  A  friend  of  mine  had  six 
dozen  in  a  very  short  time  on  Nov.  14.  The  small 
bas3  are  still  feeding  well  at  the  Promenade  Pier, 
but  after  dark  the  best  places  for  the  smelt  are 
around  the  quays  at  the  Barbican  and  North  Quay, 
and  also  at  the  Fish  Quay,  especially  where  there  is 
a  lamp — they  seem  to  be  attracted  by  the  light.  It 
will  be  some  time  before  any  fishing  will  be  availablpi 
from  the  end  of  the  Millbay  Pier  —  one  of  the 
steamers  trading  from  Ireland  or  Scotland  collided 
with  the  end  and  carried  away  the  whole  of  the  pile 
portion. — William  Heahdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Many  boats  have  been  out  the 
beginning  of  this  week,  the  weather  being  fine,  the 
take  per  boat  averaging  from  three  to  five  score  of 
whiting  and  codling ;  the  former  are  still  very 
spotty  and  take  a  good  deal  of  finding  at  times. 
Codling  are  fairly  plentiful  and  in  splendid  condi- 
tion. On  Nov.  15  Mr.  David  Pine,  piloted  by 
Miller,  had  nine  codling  from  31b.  to  6!b.  each,  but 
only  a  few  whiting.  On  the  same  day,  an  angler 
from  Canterbury  landed  a  splendid  pollack  of  over 
91b.  Fishing  from  all  the  piers  and  harbour  has 
been  very  unproductive.  Weather  cold  and  un- 
settled,— Gbey  Mullet. 

Scarborough. — Anglers  have  been  having  good 
spoit — with  "Billet" — off  the  piers,  &c.  Now  is 
the  time  for  fishing  over  the  "Scars,"  and  from 
the  rocks  north  and  south  of  Scarborough.  At 
time  of  writing  (Nov.  17)  we  have  half  a  gale  of 
wind  from  the  north,  and  the  ground  is  white  over 
with  snow. — H. 

Sottthwold. — Sport  during  the  last'week  has  been 
somewhat  variable  and  hardly  up  to  the  returns  of 
the  week  before.  This  no  doubt  has  been  caused 
by  the  sluggish  tides  and  calm,  fogey  weather. 
Colder  weather  has  now  set  in  with  N.W.  and  N. 
winds,  which  bid  fair  to  again  bring  in  cod  and 
large  whiting.  Principal  items  as  follows : — 
Nov.  12,  Mr.  Wrightson,  bag  of  201b. ;  Nov.  13, 
Mr.  Bates,  thirteen  good  whiting ;  Mr.  Wrightson, 
bag,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Woods,  bag,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Critten, 
9^1b. ;  Mr.  Collett,  8i\h.  On  Nov.  14,  whiting 
quite  off  feed  ;  biggest  bag,  61b.  3|oz.  On  Nov.  16, 
Mr.  Wrightson,  141b.  whiting  (mcludingtwo  caught 
consecutively,  weighing  lib.  4oz.  and  lib.  12oz.), 
and  also  cod  71b.  (all  before  lunch)  ;  Mr.  Collett,  a 
cod  of  101b;  Mr.  Woods,  cod  11  Jib.,  and  bag  of 
whiting  121b.  On  Nov.  17  sport  poor.  Mr.  Wright- 
son, 81b. ;  Mr.  Simmonds,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Moore,  31b. 
(all  before  lunch)  ;  Mr.  Crown,  71b.  whiting  and  cod- 
ling 51b.;  Mr,  Pon ditch,  81b.  On  Nov.  18,  Mr .  Collett, 
end  61b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  Ponditch,  cod  41b.  9oz.  ;  Mr. 
Wrightson  (before  lunch),  9ib. ;  whiting  again  off 
feed.  Competitions  are  held  and  arranged  for 
every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoon  in 
November  and  December.  Special  competitions  on 
Boxing  Day. — Leonard  B.  Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — The  weather  having  become  very 
favourable,  sport  has  been  had  at  and  around  this 
station.  Sport  has  been  had  at  Portmagee,  hake 
and  some  large  ling  having  been  had  recently  at 
the  latter  place.  Mackerel  are  getting  numerous. — 
T.  J.  D. 


Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Bass  and  whiting  are 
very  numerous,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out 
recently  from  this  side  of  the  bay.  Should  the 
weather  ke='p  calm,  a  few  boats  intend  going  out  in 
a  day  or  two,  and  good  sport  is  expested.  Mackerel 
are  getting  numerous  close  inshore  as  I  write. — 
T.  J.  D. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  from  Dalston  A.S.  on  account  of  concert, 
£1  10s.  ;  Earl  Darnley  A  S.,  £2  83.;  Walworth 
Waltonians,  £1  I83. ;  at  the  last  meeting  three  cases 
were  considered  and  £17  voted.  The  White  Hart 
A.S.  (Tottenham  Hale)  hold  a  concert  on  De?.  7,  the 
first  for  two  vears,  and  I  hope  ;.they^  will  be  well 
supported. — W.  H.  Barber. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society* 
At  the  last  weekly  meeting,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
R.  Young,  two  new  members  were  added  to  the 
steadily  increasing  roll.  An  interesting  discussion, 
initiated  by  Mr.  Yarham,  took  place  as  to  the 
desirability  of  continuing  the  war  against  pike  in 
the  Hare6eld  section  of  the  fishery  (Horseshoe  Bay 
to  Springwell).  The  indiscriminate  destruction  of 
these  fish  has  been  going  on  in  this  stretch  for  some 
two  years  now,  and  the  question  was,  "  Is  the  remedy 
worse  than  the  disease  ?  "  Mr.  Yarham  gave  a  most 
emphatic  negative,  and  the  meeting  endorsed  it. 
Dace  certainly  now  appear  to  be  increasing  in 
numbers  and  size,  and  there  is  good  promise  of  winter 
sport  this  season.  A  social  programme  for  the  long 
evenings  is  being  arranged,  and  includes  papers  by 
Mr.  A.  Armitage  and  the  secretary,  the  former  of 
whom  will  treat  of  some  revelations  of  the  micro- 
scope, interesting  to  anglers.  The  competition  at 
Great  Marlow  last  week  between  teams  representing 
the  chairman  and  secretary  respectively  was  most 
keenly  contested,  and  had  the  additional  merit  of 
being  productive  of  a  nire  show  of  fish,  15i-lb.  being 
brought  to  scale  for  the  chairman,  while  18|lb. 
securel  for  the  secretary's  team  the  victory — and 
a  sumptuous  repast  to  boot. 

Briny  Anglebs'  Association. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Monday  next, 
Nov.  23,  to  discuss  important  business.    The  chair 
will  be  taken  at  nine  o'clock  ^sharp. — W.  Poole, 
Treasurer. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  Wednesdiy  Mr.  J.  B.  Bates  occupied  the  chair 
with  a  good  attendance  of  members  and  their 
friends  present.  The  reports  read  recorded  good 
sport  all  round  the  coast.  Most  of  the  members 
had  been  fishing  in  the  Annual  Competition  at  Deal 
on  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday.  The  gift  of  an 
American  work  on  angling  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  was  suitably  acknowledged.  Mr. 
Edwards  had  three  weeks'  fishing  at  Ramsgate 
when  the  weather  permitted  and  found  good 
sport.  This  jear  the  pouting  ran  small, 
unusually  so,  but  some  large  ones  were  taken,  not 
many  whiting,  but  good  codling  up  to  4|lc).  ot5  the 
Iron  Pier.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  conducted  an  experi- 
ment in  ground  baiting  off  Kiogsdown,  and  had 
satisfied  himself  that  it  was  good,  and  made  much 
difference  in  obtaining  fish.  He  sank  a  bag  contain- 
ing crushed  mussel  and  other  fish  delicacies,  and 
fished  over  it,  and  it  attracted  large  fish.  When  the 
smaller  ones  found  it  out  he  had  to  try  fresh  ground. 
He  took  701b.  in  one  day.  Another  day  two  score 
fair  whiting  and  201b.  of  conger.  Mr.  Norman  had 
secured  a  whiting  of  21b.  15oz.  A  paper  was 
then  read  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Cundy  upon  horsehair 
and  other  lines,  but  very  much  horsehair — a 
material  to  which  he  was  very  much  attached. 
His  fishing  experience  had  been  mainly  taken  in 
the  Channel  Islands.  Of  these  grounds  and  of  the 
sport  obtainable  he  gave  an  admirable  description, 
not  the  worst  part  of  his  paper.  The  horsehair  line 
there  reigns  triumphant,  but  is  universally  used  as 
a  handline.  This  he  fully  described  the  nature  of — 
alternate  lengths  of  twisted  hair,  of  right  and  left- 
handed  turn,  secured  the  line  from  twisting. 
Small  pipe  leads  of  ^oz.  to  loz.  were  attached 
all  along  the  line  at  stated  lengths,  and  the 
leads  numbered,  thus  noting  the  length  on  the 
board.  A  one-and-a-half  fathom  trace  was  usad, 
tapered  by  knocking  out  a  hair  gradually,  then 
one  yard  good  cotton  snooding  and  a  single 
pollack  hook  on  salmon  gut.  Baits  were  defined 
as  sand  eel,  lug-worm,  and  prawn,  all  alive.  Pollack 
would  not  take  dead  bait,  they  hook  lug  by  the  head, 
prawn  by  the  tail,  for  the  fish  are  supposed  to  go 
for  the  head  always.  Fish  at  a  little  more  than  the 
depth,  and  you  will  find  your  big  pollack  about 
6ft.  from  the  rocks.  The  lecturer  here  interposed 
a  full  dissertation  upon  the  Channel  tides,  the 
modes  of  fixing  depths  from  the  chart,  referring 
meinbers  to  a  handy  book  on  the  subject,  "Tides 
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and  Depths.  By  a  Pilot,"  S.  H.  Brown,  pub- 
lished by  Potter,  Pollack  were  found  on  rocky 
bottoms,  the  big  ones  in  rapid  tides,  and 
■were  fond,  when  hooked,  of  curling  round  masses 
of  weed — the  elasticity  of  the  horsehair  line 
materially  aided  in  clearing,  a  rod  was  hardly 
needed,  the  line  supplied  the  play.  Neverthe- 
less, Mr.  Cundy  stood  by  the  rod  as  an  instru- 
ment for  sport  in  anplingr,  but  gave  the  pre- 
ference to  the  hair  hand-line  when  the  fisherman 
had  to  mbke  a  living.  A  practical  demonstration 
of  the  manufacture  of  these  hair  lines  was  then 
given,  the  needful  tools  were  used,  and  drawings  on 
the  walls  in  illustration  of  knots,  etc.,  displayed. 
For  the  3-strorid  lines  eleven  hairs  were  used  in 
each  strand,  for  the  2  strand,  fourteen,  preferably 
hairs  from  a  stallion's  tail,  the  mare  product  being 
infeiior.  Pi  ices  and  qualities  weie  described,  and 
itsetmed  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  bought  up  all  the 
best — for  fishir  g  ?  The  reversal  of  the  hairs  was 
demonstrated,  lengths  of  each  being  alternately 
used  in  setting  up  the  line,  thus  avoiding  bunching 
up  when  in  use;  the  knot  in  use  was  shown,  and 
there  was  not  much  left  unsaid  aboat  hair-lines. 
Mr.  Crolt  Handley  did  not  revile  handlines,  but 
came  to  the  rescue  of  the  Society's  lod,  vide  motto. 
He  had  been  a  carelul  acd  enthusiastio  pollack 
fif-her  for  J  ears.  He  maintained  tliat  to  tackle  a 
big  pollack,  jou  must  have  power  to  keep  him  off 
the  I  ottom  or  he  is  lost.  His  rod  had  a  good  6-inch 
whalebone  top,  the  heel  being  tapered  off  that  it 
might  not  break  at  the  feiule.  Result — a  grand 
sieady  curve,  his  line,  thin  silk,  quite  elastic  enough 
backed  by  the  epiing  of  the  rod.  In  his  opinion 
a  far  greater  command  over  the  fish  was 
thus  obtained  than  by  the  use  of  hair 
lines  wJiose  usefulnpss  in  their  wav,  however,  he 
did  not  wish  to  decry.  He  strongly  urgpd  the 
nefd  for  exactlj  finding  the  depth  by  plumbing,  as 
pi  Hack  of  any  size  never  left  the  bt  ttnm  much. 
He  always  marked  this  depth  with  an  india-rubber 
band  on  the  line.  The  lead  ought  to  be  kept  well 
away  from  the  bait ;  he  secured  it  on  the  line  by 
an  india-rubber  stop,  which,  upon  striking,  allowed 
the  lead  to  slide  dovtn  the  line,  thus  enabling  the 
fish  to  be  brought  within  range  for  giffing.  And 
when  Mr.  Croit  Handley  sat  down  members 
signiBed  their  af'sent  to  his  statement  by 
aj  plause.  Further  remaiks  from  the  chairman 
aud  other  members  did  not  alter  the  case  much.  Mr. 
Cundy,  in  leply,  disowned  any  intention  of  inditing 
the  rod,  but  had  desired  to  describe  the  hmr  line 
end  its  use  as  he  had  found  it  in  the  Channel 
Islands,  and  urged  that  it  was  much  used  on  both 
the  French  aijd  Ei.glish  coasts  of  the  Channel. 
Objecting  to  Mr.  Croti  HnnHley's  line,  he  contended 
that  the  hair  line  supplied  a  much  easier  curve. 
Mr.  Croft  Handley,  m  reply,  explained  that  by 
using  several  light  leads,  he  well  maintained  his 
curve,  and  as  the  lead  strikes  the  rock  first,  it  was 
much  easier  to  free  your  line.  Cordial  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  and  lecturer  closed  the 
meeting.  On  Wednesday  next,  at  8  p.m  ,  Mr.  J. 
■V\  renih  Towse  will  read  a  paper  upon  "  The  Fish- 
mongers' Company." — Hon.  Repobteb. 

Annual  Competition  at  Deal,  Nov.  14,  15,  and  16. 

The  above  society  visited  Deal  in  great  fi)rce  on 
the  above  dates,  the  total  entries  for  the  competi- 
tion amouniing  to  271,  and  with  but  few  exceptions 
all  put  m  en  ajpearaiice.  The  difficulty  of  provid- 
ing boat  accomiijodation  for  so  large  a  n  mber  had 
been  admirably  surmounted  by  the  sjciety's  local 
agent,  Mr.  Edward  Hanger,  and  not  a  single  visitor 
had  to  remain  on  st'Ore  for  lack  of  a  seat.  The 
weather  on  the  first  day  was  not  propitious,  a  strong 
wind  and  somewhat  rough  sea  prevailing,  but  the 
last  two  days  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and, 
strange  to  say,  the  best  results  were  obtained  on 
the  Saturday.  Every  competing  boat  was  pro- 
vided with  a  numbered  burgee,  and  all  were 
overhauled  by  an  officer  of  the  society  before 
leaving  the  beach  to  see  that  no  other  than  the 
specified  tackle  was  on  board.  Seven  hours  of  fish- 
ing vsas  the  appointed  limit,  namely  from  nine  till 
four,  and  all  boats  arriving  on  shore  after  the 
latter  hour  were  disqualified.  The  weighing  in  took 
place  in  the  Provident  Factory  at  North  Deal, 
kindly  placed  at  the  society's  disposal  by  Messrs. 
West,  Usher  &  Co.,  and  illuminated  with  incan- 
descent lights  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Frost.  The  numerous 
officers  of  the  society,  including  the  able  and 
energetic  secretary,  presided  at  the  various  sets  of 
scales,  and  the  difficult  task  of  weighing  in  such 
numerous  catches  as  were  landed  was  carried  to  a 
Buccesslul  termination  without  a  hitch.  Great 
public  interest  was  manifested  in  this  pro- 
ceeding, as  evidenced  by  the  large  numbers 
of  spectators,  among  whom  was  his  worship  the 
Major  of  Deal  and  several  members  of  the  town 
council.  The  total  weight  of  the  sizeable  fish 
brought  to  the  scales  during  the  three  days 
■mounted  to  13101b.  ^oz.,  mad  as  only  seventy- 


five  competitors  weighed  in  their  respective  catches, 
the  grand  total  weight  brought  ashore  during  the 
competition  must  have  amounted  to  considerably 
over  two  tons.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  detailed 
list  below,  large  cod  were  very  few  and  far  between, 
and  large  pollack  more  numerous  than  usual. — 

J.  RiCHABDSON. 

The  following  is  Mr.  J.  Richardson's  list  of 
^■^bembers  who  weighed  in  : — 

Saturday,  Nov.  14. 
109  entries — 29  weighed  in, 

Mr.  W.  J.  Bewers,  12  whiting,  101b.  ll^oz. ;  1  cod, 

lOlh.  3oz. 

Mr.  F  W.  Boddv,  12  whiting,  91b.  ^oz. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Gale,  1  cod,  121b.  isjoz  :  lOJlb.  of  whiting. 

Mr.  A  J.  Gear,  12  whiting,  10. b.  Hoz. 

Mr.  H.  Gentry,    12  whiting,  lUb.  3Joz. ;  gross, 

551h.  8  -z. 
Mr.  C.  E  Gunn,  12  whiting,  8'b.  6oz. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Hall,  1  cod,  ISIb!  4Joz. 
Mr.  F.  S.  Ham,  12  whiting.  8ib.  3oz. 
Mr.  R.  B.  Hart,    12  whiting,  9!b.  13oz,  ;  gross, 

291b.  9oz. 

Mrs.   Hervey  MaoLeay,  12  whiting,  101b.  7^oz.  ; 

gross,  541b.  15^oz. 
Mr.  J  N.  Hearn,  10  whiting,  51b.  9Joz.  ;  1  codling, 

4ilb. 

Mr.  J.  T.  King,  12  whiting,   8!b.  2Joz.  ;  gross, 

231b.  10. ^oz. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Loney,-12  whi'ing.  91b.  3oz. 
Mr.  G  S.  Manuelle,  12  whiting,  101b.  loz. ;  gro;s, 

221b  7oz. 

Mr.  C.  M.  Manuelle,  12  whiting,  91b.  loz.  ;  gross, 

24  b.  2|oz. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Memess,  12  whiting.  71b  8Joz. 
Mr.  T.  Owen,  12  whiting,  91b.  3oz. ;   1  codling, 

41b.  2oz. 

Mr.  A  W.  Parker,  12  whiting,  81b.  14Joz.  ;  gross, 
20lb  UJoz 

Mr.  W.  B.  Penney,  gross  whiting,  151b.  9oz. ;  1  cod, 

111b.  10|oz 
Mr.  E  C.  Ptrks,  12  whiting,  81b.  15oz. 
Mr.  J.  C  Pither,  12  whiting.  91b.  15Joz.. 
Mr.  A.  Powell,  12  whiting,  91b.  12J-Z. 
Mr.  B.  F.  Stratlon,  12  whiting,  111b.  14oz. ;  gross, 

811b.  lOoz. 

Dr.  J.  B.  WbII,  12  whiting,  91b.  lOJoz. ;  gross, 
291b  15|oz. 

Mr.  G.  Wiieeler,  12   whiting,  81b.  3Joz. ;  gross, 

141b.  12oz. 
Mr.  W.  Whittet,  gross,  261b.  13oz. 
Mr.  H.  Wood,  sizeable  whitirg,  211b.  IS^oz, 
Mr.  P.  Whittet,  12  whiting,  9lb.  15^oz. ;  gross, 

181b.  6ioz. 

Sunday,  Nov.  15. 
112  competitors — 29  weighed  in. 

Mr.  M,  F.  B'ake,  12  whiting,  91h  14oz. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Bacon,  12  whiting,  121b. 

Mr.  G  W.  Brading,  12  whiting.  141b.  13oz. ;  largest 
whiting,  21b.  15Joz. 

Mr.  H.  T  Brelton,  12  whiting,  101b.  5oz. 

Mr.  S   Bullock,  1  cod,  161b.  2oz. ;  gross  whiting, 
181b.  lloz. 

Mi-s  Carnegie,  1  pollack,  111b.  9oz, 

Mr.  R.  Cawley,  1  conger,  241b,  (not  for  competi- 
tion). 

Mrs.  Corfe,  12  whitine,  lOlb.  3oz. 

Mr.  H  Garnham,  specimen  whiting,  21b.  IS^oz. 

Mr.  A.  Green,  12  whiting,  91b.  8oz. 

Mr.  G.  Herbert,  junr.,  12  whiting,  lOlb.  3oz. 

Mr.  G.  Herbert,  senr.,  12  whiting,  91b.  12oz. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Hallo wes,  12  whiting,  91b.  3oz. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Harrison,  12  whiting,  lOlb.  14oz. 

Mr,  H.  Hewitt,  12  whiting.  101b. 

Mr.  D.  J.  C.  Kemp,  12  whiting.  71b.  12oz. 

Mr.  E.  Krenkel,  12  whiting,  101b.  9oz. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Lambert,  gross  weight,  12 Jib. 

Mr.  D.  Matthews,  12  whiting.  9lb.  15oz. 

Mr.  G.  A.  MauU,  1  conger,  201b. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Normandy,  12  whiting,  111b.  6oz. ;  1 

whiting,  21b.  12oz. 
Colonel  Nuitall,  12  whiting,  lUb.  6oz.  ;  gross,  381b. 
Mr.  T.  Roberts,  12  whiting,  101b. 
Mr.  H.  Rogers,  1  2  whiting.  91b  3oz. 
Mr.  A.  Sintzenich,  12  whiting,  91b.  15oz.  ;  one  cod, 

131b.  5tz.  ;  gross,  461b, 
Mr.  R.  J.  Sowter,  12  whiting,  101b.  3oz. 
Mr.  T.  Tucker,  .junr.,  12  whiting,  91b.  5oz.  ;  gross, 

201b.  7oz. 
Mr.  H.  Watkins,  gross,  291b.  lOoz. 
Mr.  H.  B.  Willing,  12  whiting,  91b.  8oz. 
Mr.  S.  Wood,  gross,  28Ib. 
Mr.  T.  C,  Worsfold,  12  whiting,  81b.  Hoz. 

Monday,  Nov.  16. 
54  competitors — 17  weighed  in. 
Mr.  A.  G.  Allen,  1  pollack,  121b.  13oz. 
Mr.  F.  C.  Bnker,  12  whiting.  91b.  OJoz. 
Mr.  R.  G.  F.  Cohen,  12  whiting,  91b.  3oz. 
Mr.  J.  Dales,  12  whiting,  101b.  6oz. 
Mr.  Neville  Davis,  12  whiting,  91b.  9^08. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Dunkin,  12  whiting,  91b.  5oz. 


Mr.  A.  Crabtree,  1  codling,  61b.  7oz. 

Mr.  F.  Fryett,  12  whiting,  71b.  12oz. ;  conger  111b. 

5Joz  ;  gross,  221b.  6>z. 
Mr.  Bert  Garson,  12  whiting,  81b.  8oz. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Croft  Handley,  12  whiting,  101b.  15oz. 
Mr.  H.  Marks.  12  whiting,  91b.  5oz. 
Mr.  S.  T.  Mimpress,  12  whiting,  71b.  3oz. ;  gross, 

231b. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Morris,  12  whiting,  91b.  7ioz. 
Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  12  whiting,  91b.  2ioz ;  1  codling, 
41b.  6oz. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Reynolds,  12  whiting,  131b.  5oz. ;  1  whit- 
ing, 21b.  iOoz. ;  gross  541b. 

Mr.  W.  Iv.  Summers,  12  whiting,  91b.  lloz.;  gross, 
231b. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Woods,  12  whiting,  8lb.  IJoz. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Price  (affiliated),  Folkestone  Sea  Anglers, 
8  fish,  41b.  4Joz. 
CiTy  OF  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 

Some  nice  fish  were  on  the  trays  at  the  meeting  at 
Queen  Anne's  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  when 
Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  presided.  As  regards  fistiing,  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  reported  taking  some  two  dozen  plaice,  dabs, 
etc.,  off  Leigh  and  the  same  gentleman,  together 
with  Mr.  Beamont,  had  hid  a  very  nice  take  of  bne 
dabs  and  whiting  at  Burnham-on-Crouch.  Many 
members  had  fished  at  the  Leigh  competition  on 
Nov.  14,  but  takes  were  not  large.  However.  Mr. 
Fosbrooke  (who  had  very  successfully  conducted 
the  outing)  was  ski  f al  enough  to  win  by  his  catah 
the  fine  sea-rod  presented  as  a  prize  to  th^  captor 
of  the  three  best  flatfish  by  Mr.  Wichtendahl, 
who,  it  may  be  mentioned,  generously  promises  a 
similar  prize  for  next  season.  Mr.  Drydea,  fishing  at 
Deal,  took  a  cod  of  121b.,  besides  thicty-one  whiting 
and  other  fish,  and  Dr.  Ladell,  at  the  same  place,  a 
score  and  a  half  of  whiting,  Mr.  Wolff  also  having 
a  decent  catch,  with  many  eel-pouts.  Mr.  Cox 
(chairman)  exhibited  a  handsome  chub  of  3ib.  3oz., 
besides  other  good  fish,  from  Wargrave  Mr.  J. 
Warne  also  showed  a  beautiful  IJIb.  roach  from 
the  Ouse— sample  of  a  nice  catch,  all  large  fish. 
A  new  member  was  elected,  and  a  gentleman 
proposed  for  future  ballot.  After  interesting 
discussions  on  sei  tackle  and  dates  to  be  fixed  for 
future  competitions,  the  meeting  closed  with  the 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  genial  chairman. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham  presided  at  the  com- 
mittee and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  at  the  general  meeting 
respectively  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  17.    Several  fresh; 
enquiries  were  made  respecting  membership.  Thef 
November  programme  was  ar  anged,  and  will  be 
po-ited  to  members  in  due  course.    Nearly  a  dozen 
members  visited  Kelvedon  last  week-end,  but  owing 
to  two  sharp  frosts  on  Nov.  13  and  14  fish  were 
"off"  feed  somewhat.    In  spite,  however,  of  this 
disadvantage  all  took  fish,  and  a  few  good  bags  of  j 
capital  roach  were  had,  the  best  baskets  being! 
secured  by  Messrs.  Gill  and  Emery.    Mr.  Gill  also  J 
took  121b.  of  good  roach  from  Broxbourne.   Messrs.  1 
Marshall,  Barten,  Norman,  and  Meale  were  at  Deal  | 
for    the    B.S.A.S.  competition,   the     last-named  i 
taking  a  conger  of   201b.    Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  paid  J 
a   visit   to  a  little  known  East  Coast  fishing  1 
station,  and  had  a  fair  catch  of  good  whiting.  ^ 
During  the  evening  a  fine  case  of  teeth  of  the  great  ' 
wrasse,  with  specimens  of  teeth  from  other  fishes 
for  comparison,  was  received  from  Dr.  J.  Simpson 
Lade'l.    A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
Dr.    Ladell   for   this  latest   contribution  to  the 
society's  museum.    Next  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  J.| 
G.  Chatterton  will  entertain  the  society  with  aj 
paper  on  fly-fishing,  and  no  doubt  a  large  number* 
of  members  and  their  friends  will  be  present  to  offer? 
Mr.  Chatterton  a  hearty  welcome.    Members  are! 
requested  to  boar  in  mind  the  outing  to  Kelvedonj 
on  Saturday,  November  29,  for  the  purpose  of  thin-S 
ning  out  the  jack.— F.  E.  Eideed,  Hon.  Sec.  i 
HiGHBUEY  Angling  Society.  } 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  over  our  meeting  on| 
Nov.  18.  After  the  ordinary  routine  business  had| 
been  transacted,  the  evening  was  passed  in  thej 
relation  of  angling  experiences  generally,  and  those 
of  the  members  who  had  participated  in  the  week- 
end outing  to  our  Barford  fishery.  Numerically 
the  outing  was  not  a  success,  as  only  six  members 
went  down,  but  the  sport  they  enjoyed  probably 
constitutes  a  record  for  club  fisheries.  In  addition 
to  sundfy  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  of  respectable 
class,  fifty-eight  pike  were  taken,  the  numbers 
being  apportioned  as  follows  : — Mr.  Rayner,  four  ; 
Mr.  A.  Piercy,  eight;  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  twelve; 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  eleven;  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels,  ten; 
Mr.  Potter,  thirteen.  Mr.  Attwood  took  chief 
honours,  his  best  brace  going  201b.  and  1 21b. ;  Mr. 
Jagels  nest,  with  best  brace,  131b.  and  101b.  ;  Mr. 
Piercy's  beet  fith  went  1 21b.,  and  the  remainder 
ran  from  these  weights  down  to  31b.  and  41b. — 
G.  W. 
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PisoATOEiAii  Society. 
"A  representative  gathering,  a  good  menu,  capital 
speeches,  and  excellent  music,"  was  the  unanimoua 
verdict  pronounced  upon  the  annual  supper  held 
on  Monday  last  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Mr. 
Horace  Brown  (vice-president)  was  chairman,  and 
Mr.  Hugh  T.  Sheringham  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
There  were  but  few  toasts,  that  of  "  Ths  Kiog  " 
being  given  by  the  chairman  in  the  following  terms  : 
"To  Edsvard  VII.,  King  of  Angleland,  and  to  all  his 
line ;  may  it  continue  to  run  without  check  ;  and 
to  every  loyal  soul  on  every  rod,  pole,  or  perch  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions  where  we  sae  the  Jack 
floats."  Following  upon  this  came  the  health  of 
"Absent  Friends,"  sympathetic  reference  being 
made  to  the  society's  president,  Mr.  R  S.  Fennings, 
who  was  in  the  best  of  spirits  notwithstanding  hi'i 
affliction.  In  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Society," 
the  chairman  expressed  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  to 
see  such  a  gallant  company  present.  The  improve- 
ments ms»de  in  the  society's  waters  on  the  Lam- 
bourn,  Kennet,  and  Colne  had  been  immense  of 
late,  and  after  the  great  excess  of  rain  we  had  had 
there  was  eve'y  promise,  thanks  to  the  scouring  the 
rivers  everywhere  had  received,  of  a  most  successful 
season  next  year.  He  had  been  desirous  of  showing 
a  dish  of  grayling  that  evening,  but  although  ia 
some  three  hours  he  caught  and  returned,  cn  the 
Kennet,  no  fewer  than  ten  brace  of  pretty  trout, 
some  being  =plendid  fish,  he  did  not  get  a  single 
grayling.  The  capture  of  such  a  large  number  of 
trout  was  proof  of  the  benefit  they  had  received 
from  the  cleaning  out  of  the  river.  He  hoped 
everyone  would  endeavour  to  add  to  the  member- 
ship of  the  society.  It  had  been  their  good  fortune 
to  obtain  many  new  members  in  the  present  year 
who  were  good  sportsmen  and  capable  anglers.  One 
preserved  fish  exhibited  in  the  committee-room 
that  evening — a  pike  of  23lb.  5oz  —was  killed  by 
the  respected  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Hugh  T.  Shering- 
ham, a  comparatively  young  member  of  the  society. 
Others  should  endeavour  to  follow  in  his  footsteps. 
He  was  gratified,  personally,  to  see  the  society 
showing  such  good  form  as  it  was.  Thanks  were 
due  to  these  who  took  an  active  part  in  its  work  as 
officers  and  committee-men.  He  only  trusted  that 
the  support  accorded  the  society  would  be  increased 
tenfold  in  the  coming  year.  (Applause.)  The 
sentiments  uttered  by  the  chairman  were  warmly 
appreciated.  A  "  Piscatorial-Cricket  Poet  "  handed 
up  a  few  lines  on  the  M.C.C.  cricketers'  visit  to  the 
Antipodes,  and  as  right  good  sportsmen  the  com- 
pany drank  "  Good  Luck  to  Them."  At  intervals 
between  the  toasts  a  selection  of  music  was  given, 
which  added  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening. 
— Hon,  Sec. 

County  Palatine  Anolebs'  Association. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  was  hfld  in 
Manchester  on  Nov.  12,  and  was  attended  by 
representatives  of  sixty  societies.  The  report  and 
balance-sheet,  which  are  again  satisfactory,  show 
that  ninety-four  clubs  are  now  affiliated,  an  increase 
of  seven,  and  the  membership  is  2378,  an  increase 
of  202.  The  gross  annual  income  amotmts  to 
£399  12s.  IJd.;  and  on  the  expenditure  side  it  is 
shown  that  the  large  sum  of  £153  43.  7d.  was  spent 
in  stock  fish  alone,  another  large  item  being  £60 
for  rent  of  waters.  £37  IDs,  for  trout  and  £40 
for  coarse  fish  were  voted  for  this  season's  stocking. 
During  the  past  year  further  useful  concessions 
have  been  obtained  from  the  railway  companies, 
and  it  has  been  decided  to  support  the  National 
Federation  of  Anglers.  Taken  a'together,  the  past 
season  has  been  satisfactory,  and  the  prospects  for 
the  future  are  very  encouraging.  The  election  of 
officers  resulted  as  follows:  —  President,  E.  J. 
Diummond;  Vice-President,  G.  E.  Yates;  Treasurer, 
J.  Peacock  ;  General  Secretary,  Tom  Driver  ;  Assis- 
tant Secretary,  S.  J.  Higginson ;  Committee  (five 
vacancies),  T.  L.  Stanton.  A.  Turner,  J.  J,  Atherton, 
J.  H.  Chadwick,  and  J.  H  Birch. 
Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Anglers. 

The  eleventh  annual  dinner  of  delegates  of  this 
flourishing  association  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
Nov,  13  at  the  Grand  Restaurant,  Boar-lane,  Leeds. 
There  were  about  eighty  present,  and  the  repast 
reflected  the  greatest  credit  upon  the  caterer,  Mr. 
Ives.  The  President  of  the  society,  Mr.  F.  A. 
Redding,  occupied  the  chair,  and  he  was  supported 
by  Capt.  Key  (Yorkshire  Fishery  Board),  Mr.  H.  S. 
Malins  .(Fishing  Gazette).  Messrs.  W.  G.  Royston, 
P.  M.  Slater,  Tom  Foxcroft,  J.  N.  Green  (secretary), 
W.  Harrison  (secretary),  E.  P.  Royston  (hon. 
treasurer),  W.  Bellhouse  (vice-president),  Francis 
M.  Wallran  (angling  editor  Leeds  Mercury  Weekly 
Supplement),  and  others.  After  dinner  the  com- 
pany adjourned  to  the  large  saloon,  where  a 
smoking  concert  was  held.  The  toast  list  was  a 
short  one.  Mr.  J.  N.  Green  responded  to 
"  Our  Society,"  which  was  proposed  by  the  chair- 
man, Mr.  Redding.     He  said  that  the  society 


was  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  num- 
bering over  2,000  members,  representing  ninety- 
three  clubs.  Since  the  foundation  of  the  association 
about  £1,000  had  been  spent  in  re-stocking  the 
lakes  at  Roundhay  Park,  the  Wharfe  at  Tadcaster, 
and  the  other  waters  controlled  by  them.  The 
annual  match,  which  was  held  at  Kirkstead,  on  the 
river  Witham,  was  a  great  success — 513  competed, 
and  the  total  catch  averaged  over  lib.  per  man,  the 
winner  of  the  1st  prize,  Mr.  J.  R.  Bazley,  with  six- 
teen fish  weighing  lOlb.,  was  worthy  of  special 
mention.  The  toast  of  the  visitors,  proposed  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Royston,  was  responded  to  by  Capt.  Key 
and  Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran.  The  former  remarked 
that  ever  since  he  became  a  member  of  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board  he  had  done  his  he^t 
for  the  coarse  fishers,  who  undoubtedly  paid 
the  greater  proportion  of  the  so-called  trout 
tax.  He  did  not  think  that  their  position 
would  be  ameliorated  until  the  Mundella  Act  was 
materially  altered,  and  he  advised  them  to  combine 
with  the  amalgamations  of  other  large  centres,  such 
as  York,  Hull,  and  Bradford,  to  endeavour  to  bring 
about  that  desirable  result.  Anyhow,  they  might 
at  any  time  rely  upon  his  best  endeavours  to  assist 
them.  On  the  close  of  his  speech  Capt.  Key  met 
with  a  perfect  ovation.  Mr.  Walbran  said  that  the 
association  ought  to  feel  proud  in  having  such  an 
able  champion  as  Capt  Key,  and  he  wished  them 
every  success.  The  gentlemen  who  rendered  their 
services  in  the  smoking  concert  were  Messrs.  F. 
Musson,  Thompson,  C.  Suthers,  Pickard,  and 
Hodson.  Mr.  Pearce  acted  as  pianist  in  a  very  able 
manner. — Halcyon. 


KIPLING'S  "BED  GODS." 

LOG-JAMS,  SHINGLE-BARS,  CANOE-POLES. 
SMOKY  INDIANS,  AND  THAT  SORT  OF 
THING.   

The  "Old  Angler,"  a  frequent  contributor  to 
Forest  and  Stream,  has  a  long  and  ve^y  vigorous 
defence  of  Mr.  Kipling  in  Forest  and  Stream  of 
Oct.  31,  in  which  he  says  :  — 

"The  writer  is  now  ia  bii  eighty-third  year. 
Since  he  caught  his  first  trout  with  a  worm  on  a 
b=nt  pin  and  a  piece  of  yarn  for  a  I'ne,  he  has  been 
familiar  with  most  of  the  rivers  and  racing  streams 
of  Eastern  Canada;  but  those  of  Northern  New 
Brunswick,  the  St.  John,  the  Tobique,  the  Resti- 
gouehe  and  its  affluents,  the  Nepissiguit,  the 
Miramichi,  its  branches  and  their  tributaries,  the 
Bartibogue  and  Tabusintao  on  the  southern  side 
of  Bay  Chaleur,  the  Seurimac,  the  Nouvelle,  the 
two  Cascapedias  and  the  Boaaventure  on  it-" 
northern  side,  have  b3en  familiar  haunt?  since 
early  manhood,  and  he  says,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction by  anyone  who  has  camped  out  and 
canoed  on  these  racing  streams,  that  every  feature 
painted  in  Kipling's  lilting  quatrains  is  to  be  seen 
on  all  of  them.  Any  canoeist  and  camper  on  anv 
of  these  streams  will  recognise  the  'blackened 
timber,'  the  'racing  waters,'  the  'raw,  right- 
anjled  log- jam'  at  what  seems  to  be  the  'end' 
of  the  water,  whether  seen  from  above  or  below  the 
jam,  making  a  raw  spot  in  the  sjlvan  scene.  I 
doubt  if  any  other  five  words  in  the  English 
language  can  be  combined  to  paint  so  true  a  picture 
as  is  presented  to  the  mental  vision  of  anyone  who 
has  ever  seen  a  jam  of  logs. 

"The  'bar  of  sun-warmed  shingle,'  which  is  a 
conspicuous  feature  on  all  our  northern  rivers,  and 
the  'click  of  shod  canoe-poles  '  must  recall  pleasant 
memories  to  every  sportsman  who  has  lunched  and 
smoked  his  brier-root  on  thesa  bars,  and  in  the 
pleasant  breeze,  which  generally  blows  over  them, 
has  sought  surcease  from  the  black  flies  and  sand 
flies  or  midges,  which  were  the  only  drawbacks  to 
the  intense  enjoyment  of  his  surroundings.  Had 
these  critics  ever  been  on  one  of  Kipling's  racing 
streams  they  would  have  seen  that  no  '  dirt,  mud 
or  alluvium  '  could  form  a  bar  on  them.  A  stream 
that  moves  boulders  of  ten  or  fifteen  tons  hundreds 
of  yards  after  a  freshet  would  make  quick  work  of 
any  bar  formed  of  dirt,  mud,  or  alluvium,  which, 
they  tell  us,  is  the  only  material  of  which  bars  are 
ever  formed.  The  only  bars  which  they  will  find 
in  our  rivers  are  formed  of  shingle — water-worn 
stones — with  coarse  gravel  and  sand  in  the  inter- 
stices, and  even  these  seldom  withstand  the  spring 
floods. 

"  Aly  own  experience  of  sixty  years  on  our  rivers 
(twenty-two  of  which  were  on  duty  as  a  fishery 
officer)  enables  me  to  say  that  an  unshod  canoe- 
pole  is  the  exception  to  the  rule.  In  all  that 
experience  with  the  best  canoe  men,  both  white 
and  red,  that  New  Brunswick  has  produced,  I  never 
saw  an  ash  or  a  maple  canoe-pole,  nor  have  I  ever 
seen  one  made  large  ia  the  middle  and  tapering 
toward  each  end.  Nor  did  I  ever  see  or  hear  of 
such  a  copper  sleeve  as  Mr.  Ashcroft's  quotation 
from  his  friend  describes.  There  never  was  such  a 
thing  seen  in  New  Brunswick  out  of  a  museum,  and 


I  never  heard  of  it  being  even  there.  As  for  the 
'click,'  Messrs.  Brown  and  Ashcroffc  could  never 
have  read  Charles  Hallook's  'Fishing  Tourist," 
published  as  long  ago  as  1873.  or  they  would  know 
better  than  to  write  such  dogmatic  nonsense  as 
their  criticisms  exhibit.  At  page  141,  in  his  chapter 
on  New  Brunswick,  this  veteran  woodsman  and  fine 
writer  says  :  '  It  is  marvellous  with  what  untiring 
energy  and  pertinacious  effort  the  Indians  mount 
the  long  and  wearisome  rapids.  Never  pausing, 
seldom  speaking,  pushing  steadily  with  synchronous 
stroke,  the  rhythmical  click  of  their  iron-shod  poles 
upon  the  stony  bottom  seems  to  mark  the  time  ' 

"No  doubt  we  ought  to  be  thankful  to  these 
sponsors  of  sport  and  purista  in  poetry  for  felling  us 
that  '  traces  '  are  not  wanted  on  racing  streams  ; 
but  Kipling  knew  that  his  smoky  Indian  coul  1  take 
him  to  wonderful  lakes  on  all  our  rivers,  where  Mr. 
Brown's  bete  noire — the  so-called  'sea-trout ' — are  to 
be  had  of  61b.  to  81b.  in  weight;  but  the  over-fed 
rascals  will  take  neither  fly  nor  worm  at  times,  but 
may  often  be  caught  with  a  gyrating  spoon  or  a 
spintiiog  minnow.  So,  even  in  this  small  matter, 
Kipling  has  shown  himse'f  the  best  informed  sports- 
man, and  convicted  his  critics  of  ignorance. 

"  '  A  silent,  smoky  Indian  ! '  Here,  in  three  words 
Kipling  has  painted  a  picture  which  any  sportsman 
who  has  ever  had  a  real  Indian  g  lide  will  recognise 
with  a  thrill  of  delight,  as  I  did  when  I  first  read  it. 
Even  now  my  old  blood  warms  at  the  memorios  ifc 
conjures  up.  Certain  I  am  that  no  other  worJs  in 
the  language  can  recall  so  correct  an  idea  of  the 
Indian  to  one  who  has  ever  kaown  him.  Writing 
to  me  some  time  since,  Mr.  Hallock  said  :  '  Kipling 
is  the  only  writer  who  has  touched  on  the  smoky 
Indian  in  their  wood  epics.  Time  and  again  I  have 
spoken  and  written  of  the  smoky  Indian  when 
relating  my  experiences.  I  can  smell  an  Indian  as 
far  as  I  can  Limburger  cheese. 

"When  Mr.  Kipling's  critics  tell  us  that  campers 
do  not  sleep  on  a  couch  of  hemlock  boughs  when 
they  can  get  spruce  they  simply  show  how  limited 
has  been  their  experience.  Mr.  Hardy  tells  the 
exact  truth  when  he  savs  :  '  No  one  but  a  greenhorn 
ever  uses  spruce  boughs  when  he  can  get  anything 
better,  and  every  other  evergreen  is  better.'  Fir 
is  softer  and  smoother,  ceJar  comes  next;  then 
hemlock,  then  pine,  and  when  these  are  not  easily 
got  the  old  hand  must  put  up  with  spruce.  For 
myself  I  prefer  a  foundation  of  hemlock  boughs 
topped  off  with  cedar,  and  whoever  will  try  this 
couch  will  have  no  other  while  he  is  in  the  woods. 
Mr.  Ashcroft  calls  all  this  '  balderdash,'  and  informs 
us  that-'  the  real  sportsman  sleeps  und«r  his  canoe, 
in  a  tent,  cabin,  shack,  or  lean-to.'  Well,  I  have 
slept  in  all  these,  and  also  '  with  my  back  to  the 
sod  and  my  face  to  the  stars.'  If  the  night  was 
fine  I  preferred  this,  as  Kipling  appears  to  do,  for 
which  I  like  him,  for  he  also  loves  '  to  get  near  to 
the  great  heart  of  Nature.' 

"  Let  me  s^^y  that  you  cannot  better  pl?ase  true 
sportsmen  than  to  print  again  the  three  quatrains, 
and  let  me  ask  if  aay  of  your  numerous  readers  can 
refer  me  to  any  other  twelve  lines  of  verse  or  prose 
ia  the  whole  range  of  English  or  American  literature 
that  paint,  so  many  so  true  and  so  vivid  pictures, 
and  make  the  woodsman  and  the  sportsman  hear 
the  Red  Gods  calling  them  to  their  haunts  wioh 
sach  persuasive  tones  that  nothing  but  sheer 
inability  to  leave  their  duties  prevents  them  from 
yielding  to  the  voices  of  the  Charmers.  Listen  to 
them  : — 

'  Who  hath  smelt  wood-smoke  at  twilight  ?  Who 
hath  heard  the  birch-log  burning  ? 
Who  is  quick  to  hear  the  voices  of  the  night  ? 
Let  him  follow  with  the  others,  for  the  young 
men's  feet  are  turning 
To  the  camps  of  known  desire  and  proved 
delight. 

Do  you  know  the  blackened  timber  ?     Do  you 
know  that  racing  stream, 
With  the  raw,  right-angled   log-jam   at  the 
end. 

And  the  bar  of  sun-warmed  shingle,  where  a 
man  may  bask  and  dream. 
To  the  click  of  shod  canoe-poles  round  the 
bend  ? 

It  is  there  that  we  are  going  with  our  rods  and 
reels  and  traces, 
To  a  silent,  smoky  Indian  that  we  know — 
To   a  couch  of  new-pulled  hemlock,  with  the 
starlight  on  our  faces. 
For  the  Red  Gods  call  us  out,  and  we  must  go.' 

"  In  concluding  for  the  present,  I  tender  hearty 
thanks  to  Manly  Hardy,  of  Brewer,  andC.  H.  Ames, 
of  Boston,  Mass  ,  for  comiug  to  the  rescue  of  genuine 
woodcraft,  and  for  defending  the  accuracy  of  those 
word- painted  pictures  whic  i  raise  in  all  sportsmen 
who  know  and  love  their  calt  that  'longon  to  gon 
a  fisshinge,'  which  tells  hira  the  Red  Gods  ar» 
calling  on  their  votaries.       "  The  Old  AnqleBi 
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growings  bg  tf}e  iSag. 

Life  is  mostly  froth  and  bubble, 
Two  things  stand  like  atone — 

Kindness  in  another's  trouble. 
Courage  in  your  own. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Co  wand  Calf,  Eastcheap, 
on  Saturday,  Dec.  5.  There  will  be  a  thoroughly 
representative  gathering,  and  you  caa  trust  "Sid  '' 
Ransom,  the  hon.  seo.,  and  the  energetic  committee 
for  excellent  arrangements.  The  annual  meeting 
of  this  society  has  just  been  held,  and  the  report 
and  balance  sheet  will  be  alluded  to  at  the  dinner. 
I  will  not  anticipate  beyond  saying  "All's  well !  " 
Members  and  hon.  members  have  increased  in 
numbers,  and  the  society  has  plenty  of  shot  in  the 
locker. 


Some  of  us  old  fogies  can  well  remember  the 
needlework  book-markers  which  our  grandmothers 
made— ever  so  long  ago.  In  many  houst  holds  they 
are  treasured  still.  So,  too,  will  be  the  artistic  book- 
markers which  John  Player  &  Sons  are  inserting  in 
a  number  of  high-class  books  and  magaziues.  I 
daresay  this  well-known  Arm  desires  to  thus  adver- 
tise their  "Navy  Mixture."  But  that  needs  no 
advertising,  it  is  of  world-wide  popularity.  No  ! 
these  beautifully  printed  book  markers  are  desigaed 
to  present  readers  with  splendid  portrafts  of  R.  L. 
Stevenson,  Rudyard  Kipling,  Sir  A.  Conan  Doyle, 
and  other  authors.  They  will  set  us  reading  their 
books;  as  we  read,  we  shall  smoke — Player's  of 
course.  So  there  you  are.  Such  art  advertising  is 
an  education  in  good  art,  good  literature,  and 
tobacco  of  the  best. 


The  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society  has  moved 
to  new  quarters,  "  The  Woolpack,"  Bermondsey; 
host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd .  This  is  a  "  move  "  in 
the  right  direction. 


The  recently  formed  Holloway  Angling  Society 
has  already  forty-eight  members,  and  has  every 
prospect  of  success.  The  inaugural  outing  and 
dinner  at  the  Bells  of  Ouzeley,  Old  Windsor,  on  the 
12th  was  a  most  enjoyable  affair,  and  ia  spite  of 
the  flooded  state  of  the  river  good  baskets  were 
made.  The  headquarters  of  the  club  are  at  the 
Holloway  Station  Hotel. 


The  third  annual  competition  organised  by 
"  Ben  "  Abrahams  took  place  on  Nov.  15  at  Rich- 
mond. It  was  a  big  affair,  with  close  on  400  entries. 
Tne  following  are  the  first  six  winners  :— J.  Hen- 
nings,  31b.;  —  Canning,  21b.  9oz. ;  Stannard, 
21b.  7i-z.  ;  S.  Lock,  21b.  4ilb.  ;  G.  Massey  (Wel- 
hngton),  lib.  12oz.  ;  G.  Miller,  lib.  lOJoz.  All  but 
Mr.  Massey  were  unattached.  There  were  fifty-f  jur 
prizes  and  two  "specials."  The  lowest  to  take  a 
prize  was  5|-oz.  Carp,  roach,  and  gudgeon  were  the 
chief  fish  weighed  in.  Excellpnt  order  was  kept. 
Mr.  G.  Adams  (Camden)  worked  hard  with  fh"? 
T.A.P.S.  box.  Prizes  will  be  distributed  on  Nov.  30 
at  the  Portobello  Tavern,  Nottiag  Hill.  Competitors 
must  have  their  cards. 


I  THINK  I  shall  have  to  establish  a  Lost  Property 
Office,  with  a  big  commission  on  the  value  of  all 
recovered  articles.  Mr.  T.  Smith  left  his  roach- 
pole  in  a  Metropolitan  train  which  left  Richmond 
about  7.30  on  Nov.  15,  If  you  have  found  it,  kind 
reader,  please  communicate  with  Ben  Abrahams, 
26,  Silver-street,  Nottiog  Hill. 


Mb.  J.  Deyden,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Greenwich  A  S. 
tells  me  that  the  chairman,  Mr.  F.  Church,  won  the 
Gresham  Challenge  Cup  for  sea  angling  in  their 
competition  at  Deal.  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Lam- 
bert also  were  successful  in  winning  prizes  in  the 
Hastings  Anghng  Festival,  from  boat  and  pier 
respectively.  Messrs.  Clark  and  Neary  have  had  a 
week's  fishing  at  Deal,  on  one  day  capturing  over 
Icwt.  of  fish,  some  of  the  whiting  being  very  fine. 


Mb.  Alfred  Jaedine  writes:  "Dear  Drag,  In 

last  week's  'Jottings,'  you  say,  at  bottom  of  middle 
column,  'Henry  Lee,  fariier  and  naturalist,'  etc. 
My  old  friend  was  a  furrier,  that  is,  a  wholesale 
impoiter  and  dealer  in  furs;  he  was  ne  of  the 
founders  of,  and  for  some  long  time  curator  of  the 
Brighton  Aquarium.  He  wrote  some  clever  papers 
on  ■  Pisciculture,'  '  Pollution  of  Rivers,'  '  Sea  Fables 
Explained,'  'Sea  Monsters  Unmasked,'  etc.  He 
was  one  of  my  colleagues  on  the  executive  of  the 
National  Fish  Culture  Association."      g     "  ' 


The  Gibson  Calendar  for  1904,  published  by 
James  Henderson  and  Sons,  Red  Lion  House,  Red 
Lion  Court,  Fleet-street,  London.  E.C.,  is  a  most 
charming  and  attractive  production.  The  get-up 
is  on  different  lines  from  former  issues,  and  is 
greatly  in  advance  of  anything  hitherto  published. 
The  calendar  is  composed  of  thirteen  sheets  of 
specially  made  cream  Bristol  board,  12Jin.  by 
15Jtn.  ;  each  sheet  bears  one  large  popular  Gibson 
drawing,  with  suitable  ornamental  borders  printed 
tastefully  in  green  and  gold.  The  thirteen  sheets 
are  tied  with  a  heavy  silk  cord.  Ths  calendar  is 
enclosed  in  a  box,  the  cover  showing  a  special 
design  and  a  drawing  by  the  artist,  printed  on 
Japanese  paper.  As  only  a  limited  number  of  the 
calendar  has  been  printed,  an  order  should  be  given 
to  a  bookseller  as  early  as  possible.  Price  1  Os.  6d, 
net. 


"As  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree  inclines."  I  will 
undertake  to  say  that  the  infant  son  (age  3)  of  Mr. 
Oakeshott  has  a  bent  towards  angling,  and  will 
incline  to  sea  fishing  as  he  grows  older.  Master 
Oakeshott  watched  the  operations  of  his  dad  on 
Deal  pier,  and  the  next  moroing  he  was  found 
sitting  up  in  bed  with  an  improvised  rod  and  line. 
"Dot  a  bite!  Wonder  what  it  is  ?  Whitin',  dodling. 
No ;  d—  crab  !  " 


The  average  young  woman  who  goes  angling  for 
a  husbaiid  cannot  tell  the  difference  between  a  bite 
and  a  nibble ;  hence  so  many  breach  of  promise 
suits. 

Same  Old  Way. 

Thebe  was  once  a  little  man,  and  his  rod  and 

line  he  took. 
For  he  said,  "I'll  go  a-fishing  in  the  neighbouring 

brook." 

And  it  chancsd  a  little  maiden  was  walking  out 

that  day, 
And  they  met — in  the  usual  way. 

Then  he  sat  down  beside  her,  and  an  hour  or 

two  went  by, 
But  still  upon  the  grassy  bank  his  rod  and  line 

did  lie. 

"I  thought,"  she   shyly  whispered,   "You'd  be 

fishing  all  the  day  !  " 
And  he  was — in  the  usual  way. 

So  he  gravely  took  his  rod  in  hand,  and  threw 

the  line  about. 
But   the  fish   perceived   distinctly  he   was  not 

looking  out ; 

And  he  said,  "Sweetheart,  I  love  you!"  but  she 

said  she  could  not  stay. 
But  she  did — in  the  usual  way. 

And    day    by    day,    beside    the    stream,  they 

wandered  to  and  fro. 
And  day  by  day  the  fishes  swam  securely  down 

below, 

Till  this  little  story  ended  as  such  little  stories 
may. 

Very  much — in  the  usual  way. 


OscAB  Egee,  a  Wisconsin  fisherman,  caught  a 
huge  dogfish,  which,  in  the  struggle,  pulled  bim 
into  the  water.  Eger  was  nearly  drowned,  but  the 
fish,  in  its  efforts  to  escape,  drew  the  line  towards 
the  bank  and  the  fisherman  was  saved. 


We  have  heard  some  chaff  about  i?low  railroads 
where  the  passengers  stopped  the  train  to  gather 
flowers.  The  old  Portsmouth  (America)  Railroad 
must  have  been  a  happy-go-lucky  line  about  1860. 
Here  is  a  cutting  from  a  New  York  paper  of  that 
date: — "The  Smelt  Railroad. — It  is  well  known 
that  the  Portsmouth  Railroad  has  to  turn  every- 
thing to  account  to  pay  running  expenses,  and 
many  are  the  jokes  they  perpetrate  upon  the 
conductors  in  reference  to  their  shifts  to  get  a  living. 
It  is  said  that  one  of  them  last  year  was  accustomed 
to  bring  fish  from  Portsmouth  and  peddle  them 
out  on  the  way  to  Concord.  One  day  he  brought 
along  smelts,  dealing  out  to  customers  at  every 
station  till  he  got  to  Suncook,  where  he  blew  his 
horn,  and  an  old  woman  came  out  and  wanted  six. 
'  J ust  a  pattern — all  I've  got  left ;  you're  in  the 
nick  of  time,'  said  he,  and  he  began  to  count  them 
and  found  only  five.  '  How's  this  ?  I  should  have 
six,'  and  he  began  to  count  his  fingers,  and  reckon 
over  how  he  had  disposed  of  the  four  dozen  he  had 
started  with.  After  a  while,  'I  have  it;  hold  on  a 
little  while  and  I'll  be  back,'  said  he;  and  he  ran 
the  train  back  seven  miles  to  a  place  where  he  had 
let  a  w  man  have  one  more  than  she  had  paid  for,  got 
it,  came  back  to  Suncook,  and  let  the  old  woman 
have  the  six  she  wanted,  and  then  the  'smelt' 
train  went  to  Concord." 


AccoBDiNG  to  "BusyBsp,"  a  well-known  local 
angler  has  discovered  what  he  considers  a  highly 
favoured  and  exceptionally  happy  man.  That  ia 
an  angler  whose  wile  helps  him  out  with  his  fishing 
stories.  A  few  nights  ago  a  neighbour  called  to  see 
him,  and  in  course  of  conversation  asked  if  he 
bad  caught  any  big  sea-trout  lately.  "Ye?,"  was 
the  reply.  "  What  weight  ?  "  asked  the  caller. 
Turning  to  his  wife,  the  angler  asked :  "  What 
weight  was  that  big  'un,  Mary  ?  "  "  Nay,"  reolied 
Mary,  "hoo  can  I  tetl  which  thoo  means,  thoo's 
been  catchin'  sea  meany  big  'uns  leatley." 


An  anplei-  travelling  in  Garmany  and  "feeling 
bad"  may  want  to  find  an  "  automatic  brandy-bar." 
It  will  be  us  fal  for  him  to  know  thit  (accordiag  to 
a  daily  paper)  he  must  ask  for  the  "  branntweinvon- 
selbstohnebedeichungnacheinwurfeinesgeldstu  ckes- 
verkaufsvorrichtunj."  Any  railttay  officinl  will 
be  able  to  dirt od  him,  even  a  humble  C(  upler.  op 
"railtvay-waggon-spring-together-presser" —  i  queer 
name,  but  much  simpler  in  Germtn,  thus:  "  Eisen- 
bahnwagenfederzusammenpresser."  For  my  own 
part,  I  never  go  to  Germany.  I  prefer  that  pretty 
little  Welsh  village,  "  L'aufairpwllgwyngyllgogerch- 
wyrnydrobwillanssilliogogogoch." 


The  following  interesting  inventory  was  made  of 
the  contents  of  the  stomach  of  a  dead  crocodile  : 
A  half-digested  little  calf,  a  human  skull,  a  silver 
bangle,  some  brass  ornaments,  a  little  tin  box 
containing  tobacco,  a  lime  case,  a  nutcracker,  a 
i-ail^vay  ticket,  a  horn  case  containing  twelve  annas, 
six  pice  in  copper,  and  a  soda-water  bottle.  With 
some  "Scotch"  and  a  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
Mister  Croc's  outfit  would  have  been  complete* 
Not  having  these,  it  dropped  some  "crocodile 
tears  "  and  died. 


There  have  been  several  controversies  over  such 
questions  as  "  Can  fishes  hear  ? "  "  Can  fishes 
smell  ?  "  and  so  on.  These  matters  could  have 
been  easily  settled  by  the  poet  who  wrote  the 
following  lines  on  the  funeral  of  Queen  Elizabeth  :— 

The  Queen  was  brought  by  water  to  Whitehall, 
At  every  stroke  the  oars  did  tears  let  fall; 
More  clung  about  the  barge.    Fish  under  water 
Wept  out  their  eyes  of  'pearle,  and  swome  blind  after. 

If  the  fishes  took  the  queen's  death  so  to  heart,  no 
wonder  that  the  Court  officials  mourned. 


He  was  the  new  member  who  could  not  catch  a 
fish,  and  he  sat  one  chilly  evening  thinking  of  some- 
thing to  say.  Finally  he  remarked:  "How  sad  it 
is  ;  the  fro.=!t  has  come,  and  it  will  kill  everything 
green."  Thereupon  the  secretary  extended  his 
hand,  and  said  in  a  sympathetic  tone  :  "  Good-bye, 
we  shan't  see  you  again." 


When  df  es  a  man  look  old  ?  When  he  has  so 
many  wrinkles  in  his  face  that  you  cannot  tell 
which  is  his  mouth. 


Anyone  with  a  telescope,  microscope,  or  even  the 
naked  eye  might  have  seen  me  at  Walmer  at  9  a.m. 
on  Sunday  morning.  I  put  off  from  "the  Port 
Arms  "  with  Mr.  F.  Kemp  and  Mr.  Horace  Howard 
as  my  companions  in  the  Deal  competition.  Mr. 
Somers,  the  indefatigable  supervisor,  steward,  or 
"policeman,"  overhauled  the  boat,  and,  finding 
everything  satisfactory,  said  "  Go  !  "  We  went ! 
The  sea  was  smooth,  the  air  balmy — as  I  said  it 
would  be — and  soon  good  sport  began. 

•  *  *  *  • 

Bait  ?  Well,  we  had  rag  worms,  lug  worms,  raw 
mussels,  hermit  crabs,  sprat,  herring,  mackerel, 
Gosden's  preserved  mussels,  and  some  of  his  new 
"  fish  tongue  bait."  This  is  a  wonderfully  effective 
bait,  can  be  cut  small,  and  yet  each  piece  has  a 
good  skin  hold  and  glistens  with  an  attractive 
silvery  sheen.  On  this  occassion  we  found  sprat, 
herring,  and  mackerel  much  in  favour,  but  every 
bait  caught  fish,  and  had  there  been  bass  or 
mackerel  about  I  believe  the  tongue  would  have 
done  wonders. 

***** 

A  word  for  William  Axon,  as  good  a  boatman  as 
ever  rowed  sea-fi'ahermen  to  success.  True,  we  did 
not  win  prizes,  but  on  landing  a  few  minutes 
after  the  prescribed  time,  Mr.  Somers  was  again 
in  attendance.  We  had  near  Icwt.  of  fish — whiting, 
pouting,  one  codling  of  6|lb.,  and  one  dab  close 
on  a  pound.  Not  a  bad  assortment,  thanks  to 
Gosden's  bait,  Carter's  lines.  Gamage's  reels,  and 
the  B.S.A.S.'s  rodg.  Carter's  diamond  straight 
pull  paternoster  was  very  effectively  used  (for  th« 
first  time)  by  Dragnet. 
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ProYineial  Angling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  have  just  received  a  copy  of  the  Birmingham 
Association's  balance-sheet  from  the  general  secre- 
tary.   It  goes  to  show  that  nine  new  clubs  had 
join^d  the  association  durinij  the  quarter.  This 
m"ke3  the  total  number  of  clubs  lU,  independent 
of  the  new  socitities ;  the  total  number  of  members 
p»yinp  to  the  association  number  6162.  Thefinaircial 
state  was  all   that  could  be  desired.     The  G  in 
Society  are  at  the  I  op  of  the  class  with  230  mi  mbei  s. 
the  Bellbarn  are  second  will  222  members,  and 
the  St.  Paul's  are  third  with  185.    We  h  we  twelve 
societies  with  over  100  members  each.  At  the  last  com- 
mittee meeting  of  the  associaUun  theHaiid-in-Hand, 
the  Old  Union  Mill,  and  the  Mi-re  ciubs  wtra  ad- 
mitted into  the    association.    The  Sm*ll  Heath 
Socifty  were  fined  one  guinea  for  tiavelling  by 
brakes  to  a  contest  on  Nov  15.    The  action  of  the 
Salmon  Society  for  expelling  a  member  for  weighing 
in  stale  6sh  in  order  to  secure  a  prize  was  upheld, 
and  the  member  expelled  from  the  association.  The 
secretary  reported  that  seven  other  club*  were  in 
the  course  ot  formbtion.    Our  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  are  now  growing  finaneidly  string  ;  they 
have  £400  to  their  credit,  and  at  their  last  meeting 
claims  to  the  amount  of  £9  were  paid  out.  The 
Hockley    Fiscal  oriala    held    a    l.ye-oontesfc  on 
Nov.  15  on  the  Severn,  at  the  Ketch,  near  to 
Worcester.    The  fish  were  very  much  off  the 
feed,  so  that  the  takes  were  small.     Mr.  Parton 
secured  the  fiist  prize,  and  Messrs.  Kimbeilay  and 
Evaas  tied  for  second  and  third  prizes.    Mr.  J. 
Rabone  acted  as  referee.    Two  of  our  members 
fished  a  match  on  Nov.  15  for  £10  a  side.  The 
match  was  fisi  ed  in  the  Coventry  Canal,  near  to 
Fradley  Junction.     The  members  were  Mr.  W. 
Gro\e3,  of  the  Gun  Society,  and  Mr.  G,  Smith,  late 
of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Club.    The  latter  angler 
was  consridered  the  champion  of  the  Midlands,  rhe 
contest  was  of  two  hours'  duration.    No  tish  were 
taken  in  the  first  half  hour.    1  he  con^  itions  of  the 
match  was  for  roach  only  to  count.  Groves  succeeded 
in    taking    59    and  his  opponent   28.  Groves 
is  one  of  the  hett  canal  fishermen  we  have  in  the 
Midlands,  and  can  hold  his  own  with  anyoue  ia  tne 
kingdom.    Tne  Trave  lers'  Rest  Club  are  due  at  tSie 
Ketch  on  Nov.  22  to  fish  a  bye-contest.    The  Bell- 
barn  Club  are  doing  well  with  their  canal  water  at 
LichSeld;  they  have  had  some  very  good  sport 
lately  with  the  chub  and  perch.      Some  of  our 
members  have  fished  the  Severn  at  Upton  Magna, 
wheie  some  good  peicti  and  chub  are  to  be  found. 
Roach  fishing  on  all  our  waters'  Ins  been  quiet. 
Pita  fishing  should  in  prove,  as  we  are  having  cold, 
fiosty  weather.    A  fish  of  141b.  was  taken  last  week 
at  Slirewibury,  and  one  from  a  private  pool  at  Hall 
Green  of  111b. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  are  in  good  condition,  and  bottom 
fishermen,  as  well  as  those  engaged  with  the  trolling 
rod,  are  having  a  successful  time.  On  the  Witham 
a  number  of  rods  have  captured  some  capital  roacti. 
The  Kirkstead,  Tattershall,  and  LangriCK  districts 
have  toll  been  satisfec  o  ily  fished.  Percn  fishfrmen 
have  used  the  de>v  wo/m  with  good  results  on  the 
Forty-foot  Some  fish  have  been  killed  weighing 
up  to  21b.  Pike  fishermen,  however,  ha  Vd  done  be^t, 
and  both  the  live  b-it  and  spinning  method  have 
been  equally  succOiSful.  The  October flooos  cleared 
away  much  of  the  surface  weed,  and  troliiug  on 
most  waters  is  now  eLjoyable. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Last  Week  not  much  sport  was  to  be  had  in  this 
dirtiriut  in  roacli  nahing,  owing  to  the  heavy  fj^s 
aiid  liosuy  nigi  ts,  but  liiis  we.  k  ma  teis  have  bet  n 
much  belter,  and  a  lew  nice  fish  secured  here  nnd 
tnere  wittj  paste,  especially  lu  the  tidal  waters.  As 
the  recent  floods  have  htd  th-  ten  lencj  of  clearing 
the  bed  of  the  liverof  an  iC  umulat.on  of  vegetable 
matter,  it  is  now  all  tne  Lielter  lor  scouting  it 
has  hail,  and  angleis  can  now  tisli  tin  ir  tavouriie 
swiujB  in  cumiort,  and  witii  both  paste  and  pearl 
barley  secure  a  fe*  g.  od  fish.  A  f«w  nie-e-sized 
pike  have  been  taken  in  the  tcp  stretches,  and  al 
Leveu  L'ick,  Htmpholme,  and  Fiodingham  brid^ie 
some  good  perch  ate  being  secured  with  worm. 
Ttie  Maiket  Weighton  Canal  is  in  nice  trim  either 
for  pike  tisbing  or  reaching,  and  during  the  week  a 
few  nice  fish  have  been  secur.  d  at  Foulness  Dam, 
Sodhuuse  Lock,  and  Land  o'  Nod. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association  was  well  attended,  and  the 
busmesa  disposed  of  was  of  great  interest.  In 


1902  the  membership  was  2176,  and  in  1903  2378 
Tliey  have  sp°nt  in  stocking,  in  Ptook  fish,  and 
carriage  £200,  and  contemplate  further  expenditure 
in  the  same  line.  No  one  can  demur  to  any 
it<  m  of  <  isbiir  emfnts  and  those  of  management 
are  commendab  y  small  and  reasonable.  At  la>t 
the  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  speaks  of 
that  river  as  being  in  very  nice  order.  The 
Warrington  anglers  have  placed  upwards  of 
1000  p-irch  in  th«  Bridgwater  Canal.  Mr.  Cuthhert- 
son  has  been  having  another  fling  at  the  salmon  in 
the  Annan  at  Locberbie,  resulting  in  three  fish, 
3nlb..  261b.,  and  201b.  Increa-ing  interest  is  being 
taken  in  sea  fishing  bv  our  locals,  both  at  Rhyl  and 
Rfios,  and  some  Utile  apprehension  in  the  feared 
loss  of  available  fishing  hitherto  very  popular  at 
and  near  C  r^yn.  Coarse  fishing  is  yielding  very 
fair  sport  in  this  county,  but  the  pike  are  not  yet 
very  voracious  and  only  a  few  reported  taken. 

FROM -MANCHESTER. 

As  was  confidently  expacted,  there  is  no  apparent 
lack  of  caudi'iates  for  the  existing  vacancies  in  the 
Moss  Pide  Social  A.S.  Their  rules,  however,  are 
naturally  exacting  as  to  the  class  of  members  ad- 
mitted, and  the  candidates  offering  are  up  to  the 
requited  stand  >rd.  They  have  turned  1300  good 
fish  into  their  new  water,  and  arranged  f  r  a  high- 
class  ladies'  nieht  on  tne  3Uth.  One  of  the  mem- 
ber-", Mr.  A.  Ormrod,  has  just  added  to  his  walking 
achievements  by  lowering  the  Cheater  record. 
On  Tuei-diy  (Nov.  17),  the  ArJwick  A  S.  had  an 
important  bu-iaeqs  meeting.  The  chief  business 
was  the  rean aagement  of  their  constitution.  Tne 
m  'St  pleasing  feature  of  the  proceedings  appears 
to  be  the  readiness  of  the  membars  to  ad  >pt  the 
recommendations  of  the  officers  to  go  in  for  fishing 
instead  of  matches.  There  is,  as  usual  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  a  certain  amount  of  unrest  and  change, 
mere  matters  of  detiil.  The  slight  improvement 
in  the  weather  is  causing  a  slight  rise  in  the 
piscatorial  thermometer. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  has  again  been  an  extensive  run  on  the 
various  backwaters  and  other  "rests  "  of  the  Tr«nt 
lor  pike,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  large  number 
of  fish  have  fa  len  to  the  attractions  of  the  live  bait. 
Perhaps  the  best  have  been  met  with  on  the  Keiham 
reach,  though  here,  as  to  captures,  a  certain  amount 
of  reticency  is  always  obseived  ;  specimens  up  to 
71b.  each  have  come  from  Hazleford,  Flintham, 
Shelford ,  and  Radclifte  ( Malkin's  Hills).  I  cannot  hear 
of  much 'having  been  done  in  the  SharJlow  district, 
although  at  the  period  of  writing  the  water  could 
scarcely  have  been  running  in  better  ply,  either  for 
esox  or  chub.  During  the  night  of  Nov.  15  there 
was  a  severe  frost,  and  most  anglers  who  were  out 
on  the  16tb  complained  of  such  fish  as  roach  and 
dace  hardly  looking  at  either  gentles  or  worms.  It 
was  e\i  lent  that  the  change  had  thrown  the  fish  off 
th^  feid,  through  the  low  temperature  of  the  river. 
Nov.  17  opened  with  showers,  but  as  the  day  wore 
onthesu  burst  through,  and  on  the  lower  Wilford 
section  roach  were  found  to  feed  much  better  than 
on  the  previous  day — the  fact  is,  the  weather  was 
much  milder.  Apart  from  the  Trent,  plenty  of 
sp  ,rt  amongst  pike  has  been  enjoyed  on  the  local 
reservoirs,  and  on  Nov.  16  some  remarkably  good 
fish  were  taken  by  trolling  on  the  Grantham  Canal 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cotgrove.  Chubbing.  with 
greaves,  pith,  and  brain?,  promised  to  enyage 
attention  at  the  time  of  my  report  being  despatched. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Local  fishing  has  not  yielded  remarkable  results 
since  the  rivers  s  ibsided.  Mr.  Wm  Henderson  and 
others  tried  t'  e  Ouse  at  Bishopih  >rpe  on  Nov.  13, 
and  goo  I  roach  were  taken  by  the  angler  n^med, 
his  weight  of  fish  be  ng  about  10;b.  Pike  fithers  have 
be.  n  ten  p  ed  lur  h  r  afi-ld  by  th?  receding  flo  )ds, 
but,  resul.s  have  bui  p  ody  r.  warded  tlieii  p  itience 
and  endurance.  The  Derwent,  the  Ous^,  >md  the 
Foss  t>ave  been  t  led.  I'ut  ilecent  pike  are  hard  to 
flnd.  In  the  F  .ss  several  York  rodm  -n  have  caught 
j  ok  weighing  from  4ib.  to  5  b  Reports  on  grav- 
liiiti  fis  ing  discii  se  fair  results  n  s  ime  c  ises. 
Several  Y  >  k  and  Leei^s  rodmea  nave  mad" 
excellent  i  a  ches  of  r  ach  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Swale  and  its  tri'iuta  ies,  and  anglers  from  York 
have  giv.  n  a  good  account  of  themseb  es  along  the 
banks  ot  the  Derwen'.  Nine  nice  roach  t  iken  near 
Stamford  Bi idge  weighed  down  the  scales  at  7ib. 
A  meetine  of  conservators,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Fishery  Department,  will  be  held  at  York  on 
Monday,  Nov.  23,  when  Mr.  Fryer,  one  of  the 
fishery  inspectors,  will  attend  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tions of  the  suggested  trout  and  coarse  fi-h  licence 
and  the  abrogation  of  the  resolution  exempting  the 
Ouse  between  Linton  and  Naburn  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Freshwater  Fishery  Act,  1878.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  technical  and  other  difficulties  raised 
by  the  Department  may  be  satisfactorily  overcome. 


At  a  further  meeting,  to  be  held  on  Saturday,  Nov. 
28,  a  bve-law  prohibiting  the  use  of  nets  in  the 
river  Hull  will  be  pmpDsed. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Spawning  continues  to  be  carried  on  under  very 
favourable  conditions,  and  very  little  hai  been  seen 
or  heard  of  p  )acher8  so  far  Last  week  in  the  King's 
Bench  Division,  Dublin,  an  application  was  made 
on  behalf  of  John  YoU'ig  for  a  conditional  order  to 
quash  a  conviction  made  at  Skibbereen  on  O  ti.  5, 
fining  him  in  the  sum  of  £2  and  coais  for  iPegtUy 
fi-hing  in  the  river  Hen.  The  affilavit  of  John 
Young  stated  that  Dr.  Jennings  was  the  chairman 
of  the  Fishery  Bo>»rd,  wh'>  were  prosecutors  i  i  the 
case,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  Dr.  Jennings 
hid  seconded  a  resolution  proposing  the  prosecution 
of  John  Young  for  the  offence  charged  The  affidavit 
further  stated  that  during  the  hearing,  although 
Dr.  Jennings'  presence  was  objected  to  by  Young's 
solicitor,  he  had  insisted  upjn  adjudicating  in  the 
case,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings, 
manifesting,  as  Young  alleged,  very  strong  bias  and 
aniraosi'y  against  him.  as  well  as  against  the 
magistrates  who  showed  a  disposition  to  hear  defen- 
dant's story.  The  court  made  the  order  applied 
for.  The  first  meeting  of  the  new  board  of  the  Lee 
Fishery  Conservators  was  held  on  S  iturday  last. 
It  appeared  from  the  inspector's  report  that  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  conservators  for 
the  upper  and  lower  waters  at  the  usual  triennial 
election :  Messrs.  G.  M.  Ivers,  H.  Austen,  B  L.,  and 
John  Grainger,  for  the  upper  waters ;  and  Alderman 
Dale,  J.  P.,  Messrs.  George  Haynea  and  William  P. 
Hall,  for  the  lower  or  tidal  waters.  Alderman  Dale 
proposed,  and  Mr.  Hall  seconded,  that  the  Earl  of 
Bandon  be  elected  chairman  of  the  new  board,  and 
the  motion  was  carried  unanimously.  It  appears 
the  funds  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  that 
the  new  board  have  a  good  balance  to  their  credit. 


YORKSHIRE  NOTES. 


Sport  among  the  Grayling. 

Since  the  rivers  have  run  down  there  has  been 
some  fairly  good  sport  among  the  grayUng.  On  the 
Ilkley  length  one  basket  of  eighteen  nice  fish  was 
made  with  worm.  Higher  up  the  \'alley,  at  Gras- 
sington  and  Burnsall,  anglers  have  done  very  well. 
I  also  hear  of  a  few  nice  fish  having  been  caught  on 
the  lower  lengths  at  CoUingham  and  Boston  Spa. 

On  the  Yore,  at  Hawes,  Aysgarth,  and  Redmire, 
sport  has  also  improved,  and  during  the  w-eek 
several  of  the  Tanfield  Club  members  have  done 
very  well.  All  that  is  wanted  now  are  a  few  sharp 
frosts  at  night. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Moxon  and  his  son  WilHe  went  to  the 
Eden  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  but  found  the 
river  too  high  for  successful  grayhng  fishing.  How- 
ever, under  the  adverse  circumstances  they  did  very 
well,  bringing  back  thirty-five  grayhng  as  the  result 
of  two  and  a  half  days'  fishing.  An  immense  amoimt 
of  salmon  must  have  ascended  the  Eden  this  season, 
as  they  may  still  be  seen  running  up  the  ladder  at 
Armathwaite  Weir  in  scores. 

A  Selection  of  Flies. 

Since  November  came  in  there  has  been  more 
fly-fishing  for  grayling  than  during  the  whole  of 
October,  which  ought  to  have  been  the  premier 
month  for  that  particular  branch  of  angling.  So 
long  as  the  present  mild  weather  continues  there 
will  be  plenty  of  surface  food,  and  the  fish  are  sure 
to  rise  to  the  flies.  The  cliief  are  Early  Brown, 
Dark  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa  (both  with  dubbed 
and  quill  bodies),  and  Dark  Autumn  Dun. 

The  three  following  casts  are  what  I  recommend 
for  the  next  fortnight  : — 

No.  1. — Tail  fly.  Red  Tag  ;  first  dropper.  Blue 
Hawk ;  second  dropper.  Dark  Needle ;  third 
dropper.  Dark  Autumn  Dun. 

No.  2. — Tail  fly,  Bradshaw's  Fancy  ;  first  dropper, 
Waterhen  (quill  body)  ;  second  dropper.  Poult  Bloa 
(rusty  body)  ;  third  dropper,  Olive  Waterhen. 

No.  3. — Tail  fly,  the  Witch  ;  fh^t  dropper, 
Waterhen  Bloa  (dubbed  body)  ;  second  dropper. 
Golden  Crow  ;  third  dropper.  Silver  Dun. 

Advantage  of  the  Dry  Fly. 

These  three  casts  may  be  safely  rehed  on  wher- 
ever there  are  grayhng  ;  of  course,  I  mean  them  to 
be  used  in  the  way  of  orchnary  w^et-fly  flshing.  To 
those  who  aspire 'to  the  science  of  dry  fly,  I  say 
stick  to  the  following  six  flies  : — Little  Marryat, 
Dark  Ohve  QuiU,  Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Orange 
Bvunble,  Cooper's  Fancy,  and  Dark  Autumn  Dun  ; 
there  is  no  need  to  look  further  afield.  As  showing 
the  advantages  of  the  dry  fly  at  times,  even  on  our 
Yorksliire.  rivers,  I  quote  the  following  from  a  letter 
I  have  received  this  week  from  Mr.  Jno.  :Morrison, 
who  used  to  reside  at  Tadcaster,  but  is  now  stationed 
at  Liverpool.    He  says :— "  In  the  latter  part  of 
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September  I  spent  a  few  days  at  Tadcaster,  and  had 
It^r  A",""^  '^^Xf  ^^^"g'  considering  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  weather  and  water.  The  flies  that  took 
best  were  your  Pale  Autumn  Dun  and  the  Green 
Insect,  without  Red  Tag.  The  fish  would  not  look 
at  a  sunken  fly.  Of  course,  as  you  know  is  mv 
custom,  I  used  only  one  fly,  greasing  my  reel  hne, 
not  the  fly,  with  raw  fat  bacon.  By  this  means 
■/^"u?'.'^  ^?  necessity  to  apply  paraffin  to  the  fly 
itseJt.  Mr.  Morrison  used  to  make  some  grand 
catches  of  dace  with  dry  fly  when  he  hved  oTi  the 
banks  of  the  Wharfe.  I  remember  one  of  sixty  in  an 
afternoon  s  fishing.  I  do  not  quite  agree  with  him 
as  regards  not  oihng  the  fly.  The  most  experienced 
ot  dry-fly  men  do  that,  as  well  as  rubbing  red  deer's 
iat  on  to  their  reel  hne.  Raw  fat  bacon  is  a  dis- 
tinctly original  idea.— "  Halcyon  "  in  Weekly 
iiidition  of  Leeds  Mercury 


The  rivers  have  been  again  swollen  with  heavy 
rams. 

The  castles  and  country  houses  are  now  emptying 
fast.  Last  week  Gordon  Castle  was  closed  for  the 
season,  when  the  ladies  left  for  the  south. 

A  good  few  keep  open  house  till  after  Christmas, 
where  there  is  good  covert  shooting  or  the  chance 
of  a  bit  of  curling  or  skating  is  to  be  got.  No  one 
ever  dreams  of  going  pike  fishing— not  even  on 
those  lochs  teeming  with  pike. 

The  Americans  have  come  over  with  a  big  fishing 
P'^oject.  It  is  the  formation  of  a  trust  to  open  up 
a  fish  traffic  between  Aberdeen  and  America.  The 
capital  is  three  millions.  The  trawlers  are  to  be 
bought  up,  and  a  wholesale  transport  of  fish  to  the 
States  vid  Glasgow.  But  the  canny  Scot  has  not 
yet  jumped  at  the  proposal. 


Captain  Hardie,  of  Edinburgh,  had  a  good  few 
fish  on  the  Deveron  during  the  past  autumn,  but 
the  last  two  weeks  were  spoiled  by  the  floods.  He 
i.s  now  on  the  Tweed. 

The  Diana  brought  the  produce  of  two  whales  into 
Dundee  Harbour  on  Nov.  15.  This  is  her  whole 
catch;  but  as  the  price  of  whalebone, will  hkely 
top  £3000  per  ton,  her  fishing  is  by  no  means  a 
failure.    Bone  was  never  so  scarce. 


The  Norwegian  Government  have  been  finding 
employment  for  their  gunboats  in  hunting  and 
frightening  the  seals.  They  have  evidently  "given 
them  a  scatter  much  to  our  cost,  as  many  of  them 
have  crossed  to  our  shores,  and  of  course  do  not 
live  on  nothing. 

When  a  farmer  in  the  north  finds  he  has  too 
many  rats,  he  does  not  set  about  shooting  them 
down  or  trapping  them  himself.  That  would  be 
too  expensive  work  in  time  and  material.  He  gets 
on  to  a  few  of  their  runs  and  blasts  them  with  gun- 
powder, and  so  scares  them  off.  The  next  farmer 
gets  them  to  feed. 

Seals,  like  rats,  are  mightily  afraid  of  gunpowder, 
so  the  next  best  compliment  we  can  repay  the 
Norwegians  for  their  seals  is  to  frighten  them  all 
back  again.  The  grey  rat  itself  came  from  Norway. 
Their  grey  seal  has  now  come  over,  and  will  try  to 
stay. 

Low  ground  shootings  were  a  drug  on  the  market 
this  autumn.  They  could  have  been  had  for  little 
or  nothing,  but  will  be  all  the  better  for  the  rest. 
With  grouse— or  the  name  of  grouse — anything  will 
let  well,  and  small  grouse  moors  in  particular  are 
mostly  in  demand.  They  always  bring  good 
rentals. 

The  estate  of  Findrack,  with  the  Burn  of  Bettie, 
a  prolific  brown  trout  stream,  was  sold  last  week  in 
Edinburgh  for  £22,000.  It  has  been  held  by  the 
Erasers  for  the  past  400  years — one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  north. 

I  have  seen  the  skeletons  and  carcases  of  huge 
kelts  washed  up  with  the  spring  floods,  but  regret 
now  not  having  kept  any  exact  and  minute  details. 
I  usually  measured  them  with  my  walking-stick, 
notched  for  the  purpose.  I  once  measured  one 
4ft.  4in.  or  6in. 

These  patriarchs  come  on  the  coast  after  the  nets 
are  off.  They  are  late  in  coming  into  the  river, 
soon  find  a  mate  and  a  redd  on  the  very  lowest 
reaches,  and  then  as  quickly  fall  back  into  the  sea. 
Some  call  these  "winter  fish." 

t   Sf£ciai<  Scotch. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

Xetters  to  the  iBbltov. 

[We  do  not  hold  ouradvea  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LIGHT  SALMON  RODS— THE  MANCHESTER 
COTTON  CO.— WAXING  SILK,  STRENGTH 
OF  TACKLE,  ETC 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  Davies'  query  as  to 
light  salmon  rods,  I  take  it  that  the  point  is  that  it 
IS  rather  the  balance  than  the  actual  weight  of  the 
rod  that  is  the  chief  factor  in  causing  fatigue.  I 
have  fished  with  built-cane  rods  that  were  heavier 
and  more  tiring  to  cast  with  than  a  greenheart  of 
actually  greater  weight.  Probably,  as  Mr.  Davies 
says  he  has  been  fishing  with  a  17ft.  sphced  rod,  he 
has  been  using  a  Castleconnell,  and  many  of  these 
are  absurdly  top-heavy,  and  consequently  the  strain 
on  the  loins  from  the  weight  outboard  is  propor 
tionally  great. 

There  are  Castleconnells  and  Castleconnells 
Some  of  them  are  lovely  rods,  especially  for  switch 
ing,  and  others  are — well,  are  not.  I  have  in  my 
time  used  rods  of  all  descriptions,  and  I  for  many 
years  fished  with  a  20ft.  greenheart  which  my  friends 
in  derision  christened  "  GoUath  " — this  with  a  5in. 
reel  and  a  heavy  line  was  a  fearful  implement  to 
carry  about,  but  a  beautifully  easy  rod  to  cast 
with. 

As  years  go  by  and  I  get  no  younger,  I  find  a 
lighter  tool  a  comfort,  and  I  can  sympathise  with 
Mr.  Davies.  I  recommend  him  to  try  a  16ft.  rod 
made  by  Messrs.  Carter,  and  called  after  me]  the 
"  Glanrhos."  These  rods  are  light  but  powerful 
and  beautifully  balanced,  and  I  find  with  this  rod 
and  a  No.  2  cable  laid  Manchester  line  I  can  put  a 
fiy,  even  in  half  a  gale  of  wind,  just  where  I  want  to. 
I  have  fished  with  one  of  these  rods  for  the  last  five 
years,  and  though  I  have  had  some  very  heavy 
fights  with  big  fish,  I  have  done  as  well  as  I  used  to 
do  with  my  heavy  "  GoUath,"  while  the  pleasure  of 
fighting  a  fish  on  lighter  tackle  is  greatly  enhanced. 
A  good  many  of  my  friends  and  neighbours  have 
these  rods  also,  and  have  been  generally  greatly 
pleased  with  them.  The  price  is  moderate,  being 
only  35s.,  with  two  tops,  cork  handle,  etc. 

I  don't  recommend  blue  mahoe  wood,  as  though 
light  it  is  often  brittle,  and  I  have  known  several 
instances  of  mahoe  wood  snapping  short  off  when 
trying  to  cast  against  the  wind.  I  see  Mr.  Davies, 
like  myself  and  some  other  friends,  is  unable  to  get 
an  answer  from  the  Manchester  Cotton  Twine  Co. 
I  wonder  what  is  the  reason,  as  I  see  their  adver- 
tisement continues  weekly  in  your  paper.  I  have 
dealt  with  them  for  over  twenty  years,  and  I  can 
truly  say  their  cable  laid  lines  are  the  best  I  ever 
fished  with  ;  but  I  don't  like  their  plaited  lines, 
as  I  find  they  knuckle,  though  I  fancy  this  is  the 
fault  of  the  dressing.  I  have  had  endless  letters  re 
the  liquid  wax,  and  as  the  question  seems  of  general 
interest,  I  wish  to  add  a  hint  which  I  omitted  in 
my  letter  on  this  subject.  It  is  this — as  beginners 
with  a  new  medium  generally  find  it  awkward  to 
handle  at  first,  the  usual  result  is  that  they  put  too 
much  wax  on  the  silk  and  generally  get  their  fingers 
cloggy  and  sticky,  which  is,  of  course,  fatal  to  neat 
work  in  fly  making.  To  avoid  this,  I  recommend 
a  small  phial  of  spirits  of  wine,  or  even  Eau  de  Colocne, 
and  a  little  cotton  wool  being  kept  on  the  table  by 
the  fly  tier,  and  when  the  fingers  are  soiled  with  the 
wax,  dip  the  cotton  wool  in  the  spirit  and  rub  the 
fingers,  and  it  will  instantly  remove  all  traces  of 
the  wax  or  stickiness,  and  the  most  delicate  floss 
silks  can  then  be  handled  without  soiling  them. 

Re  strength  of  tackle.  I  have  read  with  much 
interest  the  letter  by  "  Fettle  "  on  this  subject.  I 
think  it  is  evident  that  the  strength  of  tackle  is  the 
strength  of  its  weakest  part,  and  that  it  is  owing  to 
the  very  elasticity  of  one's  tackle  which  prevents 
the  dead  pull  of  41b.,  as  he  says,  which  really  kills 
the  fish.  In  the  "  Noctes  Ambrosianas,"  that 
marvellous  bit  of  writing  by  the  late  Professor 
Christopher  North,  there  is  a  wonderful  description 
of  how  Hogg,  the  Ettrick  shepherd,  killed  a  salmon 
in  the  Tweed  on  a  single  hair,  and  with  a  past 
master  in  the  art  as  he  was,  I  can  well  believe  it 
possible.  I  myself  this  year  landed  two  fish,  one 
of  81b.  and  one  of  171b.,  with  a  9ft.  rod  and  a  fine 
line  and  a  light  trout  cast,  on  the  same  day,  and  as 
I  had  no  one  with  me  and  no  gaff,  I  was  rather 
proud  of  it  ;  but  how  frequently  has  it  happened 
after  landing  a  fish  to  test  the  gut  and  to  find  it 
quite  rotten — as  a  matter  of  fact  a  dead  strain  of 
only  a  couple  of  pounds  will  generally  break  any 
tackle,  particularly  if  there  is  a  jerk,  wliile  the  same 
tackle  well  handled  would  land  a  251b.  salmon.  It 
is  rather  suaviter  in  modo  than  fortiter  in  re  that 
does  it.  My  letter  has  got  to  an  unwieldy  length, 
so  pardon  the  discursiveness  of  an  old  angler — 
Yours  truly.  Glanbhos. 

[Has  "  Glanrhos  "  ever  tested  an  undressed  line 
wet  and  unwet  ?    Some  authorities  say  that  an 


November  21,  1903 

undressed  twisted  line  made  of  the  same  number  of 
strands  is  far  stronger  than  an  undressed  plaited 
one,  and  also  that  both  are  much  stronger  when  wet 
than  when  dry.  A  very  good  angler  told  me 
recently  that  a  simple  wax  dressing  would  double 
the  hftmg  power  of  a  bit  of  line  dressed  with  it.  I 
cannot  see  how  adding  a  little  wax  or  water  can 
thus  add  so  greatly  to  the  strength  of  a  line,  nor  do 
I  thmk  that  a  loosely  plaited  line  will  be  much,  if 
at  all,  weaker  than  a  plaited  one.  If  I  had  time  I 
would  try  some  experiments,  but  time  for  experi- 
ments IS  unfortunately  not  much  in  my  line. — Ed.] 

FISH  STOCKING  QUERY— BLACK  BASS  FOR 
THE  FORTY-FOOT. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  above  query  in  your  issue 
of  last  week,  I  think  I  may,  without  being  pre- 
sumptuous, say  that  Lincolnshire  anglers  are  deeply 
interested  in  this  question.  We  have  been  looking 
forward  eagerly  to  the  introduction  of  bass  into  our 
waters,  and  the  two  commissioners  will  deserve  our 
best  thanks  for  their  efforts  to  improve  their  fishery 
by  adding  such  a  fine  fighting  fish.  I  know  of  no 
other  variety  so  suitable  for  the  Forty-foot.  He  is 
esteemed  by  our  American  cousins  as  a  champion 
far  superior  to  any  fish  in  Great  Britain  outside  the 
salmon  family.  A  fighter  that  can  lick  all  creation 
of  the  fish  race,  he  is  suited  for  ponds,  lakes,  or 
such  like  waters,  therefore  the  Forty-foot  drains 
are  an  ideal  home,  and  I  have  not 'the  sHghtest 
doubt  bass  will  thrive  therein  quite  as  well  as  its 
relative  perch.  Bass  spawn  in  May  or  June,  we 
are  told,  and  are  free  risers  at  fly,  minnow,  worms, 
and  bait  of  almost  every  kind;  they  attain  to  101b. 
or  121b.  in  weight,  and  when  hooked  "  die  game," 
fighting  to  the  last  kick.  My  only  fear  is  whether 
they  would  be  content  to  stay  in  waters  which  are 
connected  with  the  sea  ;  during  a  flood,  when  the 
sluice  doors  are  open,  they  could,  if  so  disposed — 
and  I  opine  they  are  a  migratory  fish — take  them- 
selves off  to  sea  and  perhaps  would  never  return. 
That  is  a  query  worth  considering  before  trying  the 
experiment. 

Bass  were  introduced  into  this  country  in  1878-0 
by  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  of  Burleigh  House, 
Stamford.  His  lordship  turned  some  into  the  rivers 
Welland  and  Nene  ;  we  ha\e,  therefore,  some 
data  to  work  upon.  It  would  be  not  only  interesting 
but  instructive  to  learn  whether  they  are  still  to 
be  found  in  those  rivers,  and  what  progress,  if  any, 
they  have  made.  Perhaps  Mr.  Silk,  or  some  angler 
in  the  Peterborough,  Stamford,  or  Deeping  districts, 
can  tell  us  more  about  that  experiment  ?  If  it  has 
proved  successful,  then  the  Black  Sluice  commis- 
sioners need  not  hesitate  to  follow  suit. 

An  advertisement  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  would 
no  doubt  place  tl\em  in  a  position  to  estimate  the 
cost  for  themselves.  I  heartily  wish  their  project 
success,  and  hope  to  be  present  when  the  fish  are 
turned  in. — Yours  truly. 

The  Boston  Bittern. 
[None  of  the  attempts  to  acclimatise  the  black 
bass  in  this  country  made  in  the  early  eighties  were 
successful,  but  since  then  the  fish  has  been  accU- 
matised  in  Germany,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  an 
EngUsh  fish  breeder  is  seriously  thinking  of  carrying 
out  the  suggestions  I  made  recently  on  the  matter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  procured  for  him  all 
information  as  to  cost  of  the  fish  and  how  to  get 
them  from  Herr  Jaffe,  who  is  always  so  ready  to 
help  with  his  advice  and  wide  knowledge  of  fishery 
matters. — Ed.] 


IN  REPLY  TO  THE  "BOSTON  BITTERN." 

Dear  Sir, — Being  one  of  those  whom  "Boston 
Bittern"  denominates  "  pot-hunters" — that  is,  ad- 
dicted to  trolling  or  trailing  a  spinning-bait  from 
boat  or  shore — I  was  pleased  to  see  your  no' e  at  the 
end  of  that  gentleman's  letter.  "Boston  Bittern" 
has  probably  not  reached  that  age  when  one's 
strength  will  not  allow  casting  either  fly  or  bait  of 
any  kind,  when  rheumatism  affects  the  limbs, 
and  the  would-be  fly  or  casting  fisher,  although  the 
spirit  is  willing,  finds  the  flesh  weak  and  has  to 
resort  to  trolling  or  trailing  from  a  boat.  It  is  well 
known  that  many  fly-fishers  are  very  prejudiced 
against  trolling  or  trailing  a  spinning-bait  from  a 
boat  or  bank  of  river.  Why  is  this  ?  Is  it  really 
because  fly  fishing  is  injured  by  the  trolling  of  a 
minnow,  etc.,  quietly  through  pools  and  over 
shallows  where  the  fly-fisher  desires  to  cast  his  fly, 
or  is  it  a  selfish  jealousy  that  he  considers  the 
troUer  gets  the  largest  fish  ?  I  maintain  that  the 
spinning  of  a  natural  or  artificial  bait  trailed  or 
trolled  from  a  boat  or  bank  is  equally  as  sports- 
manlike as  the  casting  of  a  fly,  although  I  acknow- 
ledge is  not  so  artiitis  in  the  striking  and  playing 
your  fish.  There  are  very  many  anglers,  good 
sportsmen,  who  both  fish  with  fly  and  also  troll  a 
spinning-bait  from  boats  at  times.    In  fly  fishing, 
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especially  with  those  net  too  proficient,  many  more 
fish  get  away  with  hook  in  them,  or  are  pricked, 
than  those  brought  to  bay.  The  former  conse- 
quently get  shy,  rise  short,  or  never  rise  to 
artificial  flies  ageia.  They  get  fat  and  lusty  do 
these  trout  on  the  mollusc  and  water  insects, 
found  at  bottom  of  lake  and  river,  and  when  the 
May  Fly  is  up  fatten  repidly,  afterwards  preying  on 
perch  fry  and  later  on  the  Daddy  Long  Legs  or 
Harry.  These  trout  are  what  the  dapper  aud 
Iroller  brings  to  bay,  the  former  with  the  natural 
May  Fly  and  Daddy  Long  Legs,  and  the  latter  with 
natural  bait.  Phantoms,  Devon?,  and  Spoocs  Very 
many  are  caught  with  the  beautiful  May  Fly  end 
Harry — poor  struggling  insects — which  many  times 
drown,  unless  a  fat  trout  sucks  them  down.  It's 
cruel  sport — the  struggling  fly  impaled  on  hooks 
dangling  on  the  surface  of  tfce  water,  too  trying  to 
the  eyes  and  patience  of  many  anglers.  Probably 
the  day  will  come  ere  long  when  live  bait  fishing 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  past — be  it  fish,  frog,  or 
insect.  I  believe  our  gracious  Qaeen  Alexandra 
has  condetrnsd  its  practice  as  most  cruel.  Now 
natural  baits  are  so  excellently  preserved  in 
formalin,  etc.,  and  artificial  lures  brought  to  such 
perfection,  that  every  true  sportsman  would  readily 
reconcile  himself  to  abjure  live  baiting.  "  Boston 
Bittern"  condemns  trailers  as  "pot-hunters." 
From  my  experience  I  have  found  fly-fishers 
equally  "pot-hunters"  (if  not  more  so).  I 
remember,  during  the  spring  of  1900,  watch- 
ing a  gentleman  whipping  a  Cornish  river — I 
came  up  to  him  whilst  changing  his  flies.  I  asked 
him  "What  sport?"  "Four,"  he  replied.  I 
looked  into  his  basket,  where  were  four  trout 
averaging  about  3oz.  each.  Of  course,  with  regard 
to  such  a  lake  m  this  (Lough  Corrib),  such 
fry  would  not  be  taken  for  very  shame ;  but 
troutlings  of  under  ^Ib.  are  taken  by  fly 
flshers,  and  retained,  to  my  knowledge.  So  these 
gentle  anglers  are  not  averse  to  "pot-hunting." 
Little  fish  are  sweet,  and  the  majority  are  often 
found  little  fish  on  some  fly-fishers'  tables.  Well, 
the  poor  trailer  very  seldom  indeed  (I  am  referring 
to  Lough  Corrib,  and  may  include  Lough  Mask) 
gets  a  trout  under  lib.  in  weight.  The  season  just 
closed  (Lough  Corrib),  I  myself  trailing  only 
caught  forty-four  trout,  the  aggregate  weight  of 
which  was  87Jlb.  The  largest  weighed  8ilb.,  and  I 
have  it  set  up  by  Williams.  Others  of  61b.,  S^b., 
5^1b.,51b.,4|lb.,and  41b. ;  the  forty-four  fish  averaging 
nearly  21b.  each,  principally  caught  with  preserved 
natural  bait,  and  a  few  with  Spoon  and  Phantom. 
I  feel  sure  experienced  fly-fishers  would  not  grudge 
me  the  catching  of  these  cannibal  trout,  which 
consume  much  more  trout  fry  than  cormorant, 
heron,  gull,  or  otter  on  the  lake.  Therefore,  I 
believe  fly-fishers  as  a  rule  would  consider  the 
trailer  useful  to,  in  fact  essential  to,  the  fly-fisher 
getting  sport  by  his  taking  those  fish  which  will 
not  rise  to  the  fly,  and  prey  on  their  kind. 

With  regard  to  pike  there  is  no  consideration  for 
these  fish  in  Irish  waters,  there  being  no  close  time. 
Again  with  these  fish.  I  have  seen  taken  from  the 
insida  of  a  pike  of  151b.  a  trout  just  taken  of  about 
lib.,  and  another  partly  digested  would  have  been 
about  the  same  size.  Mr.  Doig  told  me  of  a  pike  of 
about  281b.  being  found  dead  in  the  season  or  1902, 
being  ch)ked  by  a  grilse  of  61b.  The  head  water- 
bailiff  recently  told  me  of  a  similar  instance  this 
last  season.  Now  with  regard  to  the  edible  quality 
of  the  pike  found  in  Corrib.  "Boston  Bittern" 
should  try  one  well  cooked ;  as  you  state  Mr. 
Editor,  he  is  delicious,  not  the  faintest  muddy 
flavour,  and  the  perch  of  lib.  and  upwards  are  firm, 
and  nearly  approach  a  sole  in  flavour ;  both  pike 
and  perch  have  the  best  of  food — troutling  and 
samlets,  etc. — but  to  my  opinion  a  Lough  Corrib 
trout  of  21b.  and  upwards  beats  any  for  flavour  I 
have  ever  tasted ;  he  feeds  on  the  best  of  every- 
thing fish  desire,  and  in  the  purest  of  waters.  I 
trust  I  may  not  be  taking  up  too  much  of  your 
valuable  space,  but  I  wished  to  do  my  bit  to  prove 
the  troller  or  trailer  no  more  a  "  pot-hunter  "  than 
the  fly-fisher  or  bait-casting  angler,  and  also  to 
make  known  the  fact  that  pike  are  as  excellent  for 
food  as  in  the  days  of  Old  Izaak,  especially  where 
salmon  and  trout  abound,  and  where  the  waters 
are  pure  and  bright,  as  Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask. 
In  conclusion,  let  every  sportsman  take  the  trouble 
to  prove  his  contention  against  other  sportsmen  of 
diflerent  type  before  he  rushes  into  print;  be 
generous,  and  enjoy  what  the  gods  have  sent,  for 
there  is  room  for  all  sports  and  methods  of  sport, 
especially  in  Old  Ireland,  where  good  and  unselfish 
sportsmen  are  always  welcome. — Yours  faithfully, 
E.  L.  Holmes- Leigh, 


THE  ELEMENTS  OF  ROACH  FISHING. 

Deae  Sib, — Had  "F.  M."  given  an  intelligent 
interpretation  to  my  comment  on  the  use  of  a 
detachable  reel  a»  an  alternative  to  disjointing,  he 
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would  have  made  no  foolish  remarks  anent  the 
"  hauling  of  them  in  by  hand  like  congers."  Such 
a  ridiculous  operation  would  not.  I  think,  commend 
itself  to  the  merest  tyro.  For  "  F.  M.'s"  benefit  I 
will  endeavour  to  explain  a  little  more  fully,  and  at 
the  same  time  use  as  simple  language  as  possible. 
Fix  the  reel  on  to  the  lowest  joint  in  such  a 
manner  that  with  little  trouble  it  may  be  taken 
off,  the  bottom  joint  discarded,  and  the  reel  fixed 
upon  the  second  length  of  the  rod.  This  will 
be  found  to  be  an  advantage  sometimes  in  fishing 
swims  "  close  •  in."  The  lina  should  be  of 
the  very  finest  silk,  and  the  "  bottom "  three 
yards  of  the  finest  gut  obtainable.  Suppose  the 
angler  to  be  using  an  18-foot  pole,  with  12  feet  of 
line  beyond  the  end  of  his  rod,  would  it  not  be  as 
easy  to  give  the  fish,  when  hooked,  a  couple  of 
yards  more  line  (in  order  to  have  sufiicisnt  leni?th 
to  be  able  to  raise  the  rod  into  an  almost  vertical 
position  so  as  to  get  the  fish  into  the  net),  as  to 
take  off  one  or  two  joints  of  the  rod  ?  I  hope  I  have 
made  matters  plain. 

Your  correspondent  adopts  an  attitude  of  super- 
latively injured  innocence  suitable  for  a  Washing- 
tonian  statue,  when  the  capture  of  a  21b.  trout 
under  extraordinary  circumstances  is  doubted,  and 
yet  in  the  very  rest  paragraph  contradicts  point 
blank  an  assertion  made  in  good  faith,  and  one,  too, 
the  veracity  of  which  can  be  vouched  for  by 
witnesses. 

Being  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  circumstances, 
however,  "  F.  M."tacitlj%  but  unknowingly,  admits 
what  he  attempts  to  rebut.  He  says,  "  In  so  slight 
a  frost  .  .  .  simply  ridiculous."  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  a  very  hard  frost,  had  been  freezing  for 
several  days ;  and,  indeed,  I  enjoyed  a  few  hours' 
skating  on  some  flooded  fields  the  day  before  I  went 
fishing,  which  goes  to  prove  that  the  assertion  made 
re  the  state  of  the  ground  was  true  in  substance. 
On  this  particular  occasion,  wherever  the  banks 
were  the  least  bit  bare,  one's  boots  made  the  clatter 
generally  associated  with  walking  on  the  pavement. 
"  F.  M."  seems  to  be  unaware  that  a  deep  river  with 
a  fairly  strong  current  will  remain  "  open  "  during 
weeks  of  frost.  Has  he  ever  beard,  I  wonder,  of 
football  grounds  being  too  hard  for  any  play  to^take 
place  ? 

As  the  veriest  novice  knows  perfectly  well  that 
carp,  barbel,  bream,  etc.,  are  not  winter  feeders, 
and  therefore  not  fished  for,  your  correspondent's 
remarks  concerning  these  fish  are  quite  beside  the 
question,  my  sole  reason  in  using  the  term  "fish  " 
in  the  context  to  which  he  refers  being  to  avoid 
undue  redundancy  of  the  word  "  roach." 

It  is  decidedly  pleasing  to  find  such  eminent 
authorities  as  "F.  M."  and  that  king  of  fishermen, 
John  Bickerdyke,  in  agreement.  I  congratulata 
the  latter.  Still,  I  suppose  the  roach  will  feed  if 
they  think  fit,  although  "  F.  M.'s"  books  tell  him 
it  is  quite  wrong  for  them  to  do  so. 

"  F.  M."  says  : — "  They  hate  and  detest  the  very 
name,  sight,  and  sound  of  a  Lea  roach  pole,  and  the 
less  they  know  about  it,  the  more  they  try  and 
belittle  it.  It  is  a  case  of  ignorance  and  prejudice 
dying  very  hard."  Many  thanks;  but,  Mr.  Editor, 
to  my  mind,  "F.  M."  is  hoist  with  his  own  petard. 
He  is,  apparently,  so  infatuated  with  this  mode  of 
fishing,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  good  knowledge  of 
other  methods — which  may,  for  all  he  knows,  be 
equal  to,  or  better,  than  the  Lea  style  in  efficiency 
— that  he  scouts  the  possibility  of  catching  fish 
artistically  any  other  way,  simply  because  he  does 
not  know.  Truly  a  case  of  prejudice  and  ignorance 
dying  very  hard  ! 

With  regard  to  the  21b.  trout,  I  mentioned  the 
conditions  under  which  it  was  supposed  to  have 
been  caught  to  one  of  the  most  expert  trout  fishers 
in  the  kingdom.    His  reply  was  simply  "  bosh." 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  With  a  lua- 
ning  line,  the  angler  can  use  finer  tackle  than  a 
"  tight  liner  "  dare  look  at,  and  yet  play  with  con- 
fidence "splendid"  chub  (up  to  6ib.),  and  even 
occasionally  get  a  21b.  trout — a  live  one. 

This  much,  however,  is  certain,  that  were  "  F.  M." 
to  practise  the  style  of  fishing  he  advocates  on  the 
Wharfe,  Swale,  or  Derwent,  in  Yorkshire,  or  the 
Wye  or  Severn  in  the  West  of  England,  he  would 
be  lost  absolutely,  whilst  an  expert  with  a  long  rod 
and  a  running  line  is  at  home  anywhere,  under  any 
conditions.  He  might  even  be  able  to  iaduce  a  few 
fish  to  leave  their  haunts  in  the  Lea  or  Colce. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  H.  R.  B. 

[I  think  "  F.  M. "  was  unnecessarily  sarcastic ;  roach, 
like  chub,  will  feed  in  water  as  cold  as  it  ever  is  in 
our  rivers.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  "  bosh  " 
about  killing  a  21b.  trout  on  a  Lea  roach  rod  or  pole, 
without  a  running  line.  Far  heavier  fish  have  often 
been  taken  in  that  style  of  fishing.  I  think  "  Baz  "  is 
perfectly  right  in  recommending  the  use  of  the  reel, 
but,  of  course,  anglers  who  prefer  to  fish  without  it 
are  at  liberty  to  do  so,  nobody  wants  to  atop  them. 
Roach  are  peaceful  fish,  and  I  hopia  our  corre- 
spondents will  bear  it  in  mind. — Ed.] 
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"ROACH  FISHING  IN  WINTER." 

Dear  Sir, — With  respect  to  the  float  quivering 
when  roach  fishing,  "Baz"  says: — "The  incon- 
venience may  be  avoided  by  resting  the  rod  on  a 
stick  cut  for  the  purpose,  whilst  the  butt  is  held 
in  the  hand.  The  least  suspicion  of  a  bite  may 
then  be  immediately  detected."  I  have  never 
fished  in  this  style  with  the  rod  resting  on  a 
forked  stick  and  the  butt  in  my  hand,  either  right 
or  left — in  fact,  I  know  absolutely  nothing  about 
this  style,  and  should  like  a  little  more  information  ; 
something  more  expU?it  about  the  length  of  the 
rod,  about  the  reel,  hne,  shots  or  weight,  float, 
baits,  ground-bait,  his  method  of  using  it,  and  last 
but  not  least  when  and  how  to  strike. 

"  Never  by  any  chance  be  tempted  to  use  chopped 
worms,"  says  "Baz."  Tliis  will  no  doubt  be  a  reve- 
lation to  many  anglers,  and  with  respect  to  the  late 
Nottingham  champion  it  is  enough  to  make  him 
turn  in  his  grave,  for  although  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  bream  are  more  difficult  to  catch  than 
roach  in  the  winter,  Mr.  Bailey,  in  the  "  Angler's 
Instructor,"  page  38,  says  :— "  The  winter  fisherman 
for  bream  should  also  be  very  careful  about  not 
ground-baiting  too  much  ;  and  after  the  first  few 
chopped  worms  have  been  thrown  in,  he  must  be 
quite  sure  the  fish  have  eaten  them  before  they 
have  a,  second  lot."  J.  W.  Martin,  in  "  Nottingham 
Float  Fishing,"  published  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low 
&  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  page  104, 
says  : — "  As  the  winter  advances  and  the  roach 
begin  to  get  in  the  deep  holes,  the  cockspur  worm 
is  a  good  bait,  as  is  also  the  tail  end  of  a  lobworm  ; 
large  worms  clipped  up  very  small  are  the  best 
ground-baits  you  can  use  for  tliis  method." 

C.  H.  Wheelej',  in  "  Coarse  Fish,"  published  by 
Lawrence  &  Bullen,  16,  Henrietta-street,  W.C.,  page 
164,  says : — -"Ground-baiting  with  broken  worms  will 
frequently  give  sport  during  the  autumn,  winter, 
and  spring  months  ;  but  even  with  this  ground-bait 
avoid  using  clay,  or  mixing  the  worms  with  bread 
and  bran  "  ;  but  although  "  Baz  "  says  "  for  winter 
fishing  bran  and  bread  cannot  be  beaten,"  he  saj's 
notliing  about  what  hook-bait  it  should  be  used 
with  or  in  what  manner.  It  can  be  used  in  various 
ways. 

He  says  : — "  As  to  baits,  stick  to  worms,  maggots, 
and  paste."  So  I  suppose  he  uses  it  with  all  three. 
An  experienced  angler  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind, 
but  use  the  bait  that  was  most  successful — bread- 
cubes  (which  he  dismisses  in  three  Unes),  pearl 
barley,  and  even  stewed  wheat  for  instance. 

Mr.  H.  Coxon,  in  "  A  Modem  Treatise  on  Practical 
Coarse  Fish  AngUng,"  pubhshed  by  Charles  H. 
Richards,  Lower  Parliament-street,  Nottingham, 
page  35,  on  the  roach,  says  : — "  If  an  angler  in 
winter  is  using  bread  paste,  he  should  always  ground- 
bait  with  either  scalded  bran  or  an  admixture  of 
bran  and  soaked  bread.  If  employing  the  worm  or 
maggot,  ground-bait  vrith  the  two  in  the  order 
named,  taking  care,  in  respect  of  the  worms,  to  cut 
up  in  very  small  bits."  W^hy  does  "  Baz  "  say  : 
"  Never  by  any  chance  be  tempted  to  use  chopped 
worms"  ? — Yours  truly.  Lea  Roach. 


MORE  FIRESIDE  FISHING  IN  THE  GARDEN. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  you  maj^  be  interested  in  an 
accovmt  of  my  endeavour  to  carry  out  your  corre- 
spondent's suggestion  of  stocking  gardens  with 
rainbow  trout.  I  turned  in  one  hundred  two-year- 
olds  on  Simday,  and  everj-thing  went  swimmingly 
up  to  Monday  night,  the  fish  rising  most  readily  to 
the  fly,  several  even  attempting  to  scale  the  standard 
roses,  presumably  in  pursuit  of  green-avis. 

On  Tuesday  I  perceived  the  majority  of  the  lady 
rainbows  attempting  to  add  to  their  natural  charms 
by  rubbing  the  rouge-coloured  paint  from  the 
railings.  On  W^ednesday  my  troubles  commenced, 
owing  to  a  few  pleasant  showers,  interspersed  with 
rain,  bringing  a  fresh  down  the  rain-water  spouts 
which  enabled  quite  half  the  fish  to  run  up  to  the 
roo',  and  no  doubt  my  neighbours  up  the  road  will 
profit  by  mj^  efforts  at  stocking.  What  rod  would 
be  most  serviceable  for  roof-gutter  fishing  ?  A 
fly  rod  ? 

On  Thursday  I  noticed  an  appreciable  advance 
in  the  growth  of  the  fish,  fully  carrj-ing  out  all  the 
fishery  people  say  of  them.  There  was  an  extra- 
ordinary rise  of  waterhen  in  the  afternoon,  and  I 
saw  one  fish,  perhaps  a  little  bigger  than  the 
remainder,  dehberately  take  a  sparrow  presumably 
in  mistake  for  a  Brown  Turkey. 

On  Friday  the  fish  were  busy  depositing  their 
spawn  on  the  mushroom  beds.  Am  I  to  expect  fry 
or  mushrooms  nest  5'ear  ?  Will  the  mushrooma 
fry  or  be  already  fried  ? 

On  Satvirday  the  fish  were  visibly  anxious  to 
make  their  annual  descent  to  the  seat,  and  several 
made  vain  attempts  to  jump  over  the  geurden  wall, 
and  in  the  afternoon,  through  the  caielffisneas  of 
the  watcher — esr-gardener — in  leax-ing  a  gtiDy  grid 
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off,  they  succeeded  in  descending,  and  I  was  just  in 
time  to  see  the  last  one  taking  a  head  and  tail  dive 
down  to  the  sewe  ■. 

Perhap  i  if  some  of  the  netsmen  in  the  estuary  of 
the  M  Tsey  take  what  they  may  think  are  large 
sea-trout  about  101b.  weight,  they  will  report  same 
to— Yours  truly,  Hy.  L.  Goldsmith. 

Liverpool. 

P.S. — A  few  char  I  tried  were  absolute  failures, 
as  they  rapidly  took  to  feeding  in  the  coal  cellar, 
which,  needless  to  say,  put  them  off  colour. 


ONE  ROD  FOR  WORM  AND  FLY  FISHING. 

Deah  Sir, — In  Yorksliire,  where  worm  fishing 
has  been  really  carried  to  a  fine  art,  it  is  customary 
to  use  the  same  rod  for  fly  fisliing  also.  For  a 
moderate  size  stream  I  should  advise  "  Ben  "  to 
adopt  a  rod  of  10|ft.  to  lift.  I  make  a  special 
whole-cane  rod  with  greenheart  tops,  called  the 
"  Tracey,"  which  meets  all  the  requirements  of  the 
"  fly,  worm,  and  minnow  angler,"  and,  moreo\'er, 
it  can  be  used  equally  well  for  wet  or  dry  fly  work, 
and  is  capable  of  throwing  either  a  long  or  short 
line. — Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds, 


GRAYLING. 

Deah  Sir, — When  a  boy  I  was  deluded  into 
trying  ants'  eggs  as  a  bait  for  grayling,  both  on 
the  bottom  and  "  pointed  "  on  a  fly-hook.  I 
gathered  the  ants'  eggs  myself,  fished  them  fresh, 
until  everybody  in  the  house  was  worried  with 
the  ants  that  hatched  out.  I  then  dried  them 
and  tried  them,  but  I  found  them  of  very  little  use, 
if  any  at  all,  and  I  should  advise  "  S."  to  point  his 
fly  with  a  maggot.  If  he  has  no  maggots,  a  small 
piece  of  wash-leather  the  size  of  a  maggot. 

I  have  often  killed  a  basket  of  grayling  with  the 
Red  Palmer,  Grey  Palmer,  Black  Palmer,  and 
Orange  Bumble,  pointed  with  a  maggot,  when  the 
fish  would  hardly  look  at  anything  else. 

Ants'  eggs  sold  in  packets  I  find  to  be  a 
dried-up,  useless  article,  and  my  goldfish  do  in- 
finitely better  on  a  little  vermicelli. — Yours  truly. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  J.  E.  Miller. 

19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 


ROD  FOR  WORM  AND  FLY  FISHING— PIKE 
AS  FOOD. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  Ban,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  14,  I  always 
use  the  same  rod  for  both  styles  of  fisliing,  and  as 
you  are  aware,  I  have  had  considerable  practical 
experience  both  with  fly  and  worm  in  clear  water. 
The  length  that  I  employ  is  12ft.,  but  the  rivers 
that  I  fish  most  are  the  Yore,  Wharfe,  and  Eden  ; 
for  smaller  streams  I  should  recommend  one  of  10  J- ft. 
I  have  two  rods,  one  built  cane  and  the  other  whole 
cane  butt  and  centre  with  greenheart  top.  Both 
are  rather  stiff  in  action,  for  I  abhor  a  "  weak- 
backed  "  weapon.  I  use  an  oil-dressed  line  for 
both  styles,  and  prefer  a  dark  brown,  as  you  can 
watch  every  movement  of  it  more  readily,  and  that 
is  a  most  important  point  in  upstream  worm 
fishing. 

I  quite  endorse  your  views  as  expressed  in  your 
footnote  to  "  Boston  Bittern's "  letter  re  edible 
qualities  of  pike.  I  rather  fancy  he  would  alter  his 
opinion  if  he  tasted  a  five-pounder  from  the  Yore 
stuffed  with  forcemeat  and  baked  in  savoury  gravy. 
You  can  hardly  distinguish  the  firm,  sweet,  fiaky 
flesh  from  that  of  a  haddock. — ^ Yours  truly, 

Francis  M.  Walbrajs-. 

38a,  WeUington-street, 
Leeds. 


FISHING  AT  HORNING,  NORFOLK. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  your  postcard. 
Replving  to  your  query  anent  roach  fisliing,  I  have 
found  that  better  samples  of  roach  have  been  taken 
this  year  than  for  some  time  past.  I  have  seen 
several  specimens  over  21b.  each,  and  one  which 
went  nearly  2.Ub.  I  have  not  had  the  good  fortune 
to  secure  one  myself,  my  best  fish  only  weighing 
lib.  14oz.  Still,  one  day  I  took  three  fish  in  three 
successive  swims  whose  combined  weight  was 
41b.  6oz.  Fish  a  pound  and  over  are  fairly  numerous, 
and  axe  best  got  ledgering  wit'n  paste  or  cheese. 
There  are  several  good  swims  quite  close  to  my 
house.  ■    .  . 

Perch  ~are  worth  trying  for  .now,. but  it  would  be 
necessary. to .bring.minnows,.,a^.they-are  not  easily 
obtained- Jn.fehia.ri&ighbaorkoQiLwYtfuralnuily;,     .  : 


SNAKE  RINGS   AND  KINKS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Somehow  or  other  I  cannot 
fall  in  with  Mr.  Procter's  view  that  snake  rings 
cause  lines  to  kink.  The  twist  and  resultant  kink 
were  always  with  us  (like  the  poor)  and  ever  will  be 
in  some  degree.  Neither  can  I  reconcile  myself 
to  the  rifling  simile  ;  there  is  such  a  vast  difference 
in  the  rapidity  of  turns  for  one  thing,  and  the  bullet 
has  to  fit  the  bore — so  that  it  may  take  the  rifling — 
a  bit  tighter  than  a  line  fits  a  ring.  What  Mr. 
Hoarder  says  about  pulling  the  line  of?  reel  is  un- 
doubtedly correct,  but  that  goes  to  prove  that  the 
twists  existed  previously. 

In  my  opinion,  twisting  is  the  result  of  an  initial 
impetus  caused  by  the  depending  bait  and  lead 
rotating  at  the  moment  of  casting.  For  a  time  it 
does  not  matter,  but  eventually  the  twists  accu- 
mulate, and  then  the  kinking  and  trouble  begin. 

About  four  years  ago,  while  spinning  with  a 
Malloch  reel,  an  idea  suggested  itself  to  me,  and  it 
is  with  the  object  of  ventilating  that  idea  I  am  now 
writing.  As  all  are  aware,  the  line  in  coming  off  a 
Malloch  reel — of  course  the  same  applies  to  Cctiv- 
burn's  spinner  —  acquires  one  turn  in  each  lap. 
Let  us  assume  that  each  lap  is  six  inches,  that  would 
give  us  six  twists  in  every  yard,  so  that  in  a  forty- 
yard  cast  we  should  have  no  fewer  than  240  twists. 

Now,  why  should  we  not  utilise  or  neutralise 
these  twists  by  mounting  our  baits  with  flanges, 
which  would  give  them  the  same  amount  of  spin  in 
a  reverse  direction  ?  The  line  would  then  be 
wound  on  the  reel  in  an  untwisted  condition  ready 
for  the  next  cast.  Of  course  this  is  all  pure  theory  ; 
in  actual  practice  it  might  be  found  otherwise,  as 
the  rate  of  current,  etc.,  would  be  an  important 
factor  in  the  matter.  Still,  I  give  you  the  idea  for 
what  it  is  worth. 

Swivels  would  have  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  a 
depending  or  keel-lead  would  not  suit,  a  barrel- 
shaped  one  revolving  on  a  short  length  of  stout 
wire  would  be  about  the  thing. 

As  my  prospects  for  getting  any  pike  fishing  this 
season  are  not  very  brilliant,  and  I  have  lost  my 
"  Malloch,"  I  cannot  see  my  way  clear  to  give  the 
idea  a  trial.  Perhaps  someone  more  favourably 
situated  might  think  the  game  worth  the  candle. — 
Yours  truly,  X.  S.  R. 


"  gumption "  as  to  dress  them  so  as  to  make 
"  drawing  "  possible. 

I  have  always  had  good  front  teeth,  and  there- 
fore I  used  that  which  was  at  hand  for  the 
purpose.  All  others  are  not  made  thus.  Whatever 
plan  may  be  used,  the  thing  to  do,  clearly,  is  to  double 
up  the  short  length  of  salmon  gut  upon  which  the 
fly  is  to  be  dressed,  and  to  roughen  the  two  strands 
which  are  to  be  secured  in  the  process  of  whipping 
the  gut  to  the  shank  of  the  hook  by  a  series  of 
nibbles,  if  done  with  the  incisor  teeth  of  the  fly- 
dresser. 

But,  I  suggest  that  a  special  pair  of  pliers — so 
constructed  that  all  these  indentations  could  be  done 
at  a  single  closing  of  the  jaws  of  the  instrument — 
be  used.  It  must  not  be  overdone,  and  care  must 
be  taken  to  see  that  the  gut  near  the  head  of  the 
fly  be  not  interfered  with  at  all. 

To  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  the  fly-dresser 
should  always  begin  by  making  a  few  wide  turns 
round  the  bare  shank  of  the  hook,  so  that  when  the 
gut  and  the  hook  are  finally  whipped  together,  the 
waxed  silk  thread  will  bite  into  the  tiny  indentations 
in  the  salmon  gut,  and  also  between  the  somewhat 
wide  ribbing  of  the  silk  thread  on  the  shank  of  the 
hook. 

With  good  silk  well  waxed  and  tightly  wrapped 
on,  it  is  almost  a  moral  impossibility  for  the  hook 
to  draw  when  the  fish  is  on,  if  this  be  done.  But 
all  the  writing  I  am  able  to  do  will  never  be  able  to 
prevent  salmon  fUes  tied  by  careless,  half-qualified, 
or  ill-paid  assistants  from  slipping ;  because  they  are 
tied  to  sell,  and  they  are  too  often  tied  at  racing 
speed.  Let  salmon  fishers  insist  on  these  very 
simple  rules  being  observed,  and  T  feel  sure  we  shall 
hear  no  more  of  hooks  drawing  when  in  use. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

fit  was  the  fact  that  a  salmon  angler  had  lamented 
the  loss  of  a  fish  through  the  hook  dravsnng  that  led 
me  to  ask  if  others  had  had  similar  experiences,  and 
I  found  that  one  or  two  had.  Of  course,  if  the 
whole  business  is  very  carefully  done,  a  hook  will 
not  draw  ;  but  the  professional  maker  is  not  always 
infallible  in  tlus  respect,  or  takes  so  much  trouble 
as  Mr.  Tod  or  other  amateurs  do. — Ed.] 


THE  KINKING  OF  LINES  THROUGH  THE 
USE   OF   SNAKE  RINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — If  anyone  really  wishes  to  know 
whether  snake  rings  make  the  reel  line  kink — by 
imparting  to  it  a  spiral  movement,  always  in  the  one 
direction,  which,  if  true,  could  be  rectified  by  using 
snake  rings  twisted  in  the  reverse  way — I  offer  a 
suggestion,  namely,  to  have  an  experimental 
spinning  rod  fitted  with  two  sets  of  snake  rings,  one 
above  and  one  below,  the  reel  fittings  to  be  also 
adjusted  to  the  requirements  of  the  experiment.  (I 
speak  as  one  who  does  not  spin  at  present.) 
Continue  fishing  in  the  usual  way  till  the  line 
gets  kinked.  Then  wind  up  the  reel  line,  and  take 
the  reel  off;  and  when  on  again,  pass  the  line  through 
the  snake  rings  which  are  twisted  in  the  opposite 
direction  to  those  which  kinked  the  line:  and  if 
there  is  any  truth  in  the  theory,  it  will  be  found 
satisfactory  in  practice — by  gradually  undoing  the 
liinks.  Of  course,  to  the  fisherman  who  has  spare 
rods  carried  by  his  attendant  or  keeper,  a  spare  rod 
with  the  rings  reversed  in  the  coil  would  be  even 
more  convenient,  for  stiff  snake  rings  above  and 
below  the  rod  are  not  to  be  commended  for  daily 
use. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

P.  S. — I  observe  Mr.  Hoarder's  suggestion- 
alternate  snake  rings  put  the  reverse  way.  It 
seems  worth  attention. 


COARSE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  in  a  position  to  spend  money 
on  coarse  fish  for  stocking,  but  cannot  find  suitable 
markets,  and  I  know  of  others  in  a  similar  position. 
I  have  been  offered  chub  6in.  to  Sin.  long  at  30s. 
per  100  f.o.r.,  4in.  to  Gin.  203.  per  100  f.o.r.,  and 
Gin.  to  9in.  40s.  per  100  f.o.r.  Perch,  tench, 
and  ruddeven  dearer,  and  roach  a  prohibitive  price. 
Considering  how  coarse  fish  are  despised,  and  in 
some  districts  netted  for  manure,  these  prices  are 
a  real  treat.  What  are  all  our  pisciculturists  doing  ? 
Can  anyone  put  me  on  a  market  at  a  reasonable 
price  ?— Yours  truly,  Cash-hj-Hai^d. 

Manchester. 


HOOKS.  DRAWING  OUT  "OF  SALMON  FLIES. 

DE.UI  SiBj— As  one  who  used  to  dress  his  own 
salmou  .fllies  ' in  youth,  I  can  imagine  no  salmon 
fisli^  Wht)  di'eases  his  b"wii  flies  fet>  Wantiifg  la 


GRAYLING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
D^iAR  Sir,— In  reply  to  a  recent  query  as  above, 
I  think  your  correspondent  may  conclude  that  the 
photo  sent  to  him  of  a  fish  caught  in  an  Isle  of  Man 
stream  was  not  that  of  a  grayling. — Yours  truly, 

J.  P.  C. 


"WHAT  IS  THE  BEST  NUMBER  OF  RINGS 
FOR  A  SPINNING  ROD  ?  " 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  my  letter  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  last  week,  the  object  is  to 
diminish  the  friction  of  the  line  on  the  rings  in 
casting  when  the  rod  is  straight  or  nearly  so. 

When  the  rod  is  bent  in  playing  a  fish,  friction  is 
unimportant,  except  as  tending  to  cut  the  rings,  and 
if  these  are  of  porcelain  it  may  be  disregarded. 

A  16ft.  rod  of  mine  has  fourteen  rings,  not  counting 
the  top.  Why  not  reduce  the  number  to  four  or 
five  ?  I  do  not  believe  that  this  would  injure  the 
rod.  Perhaps  Messrs.  Hardy  and  some  other  rod- 
makers  would  express  an  opinion. — Yours  truly, 
J.  L.  Meyer,  Capt.  R.E. 


WRINKLES  AND  HINTS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  may  not  be  new,  but 
I  have  found  it  a  convenient  way  of  passing  a  Urie 
through  a  solution  or  oil.  Thread  on  a  bullet, 
then  drop  into  bottle  and  draw  Une  along.  A  flat, 
perforated  lead  and  saucer  will  do,  but  you  have  to 
take  liquid  out  of  bottle.  The  hd  of  a  small  basket 
or  a  rough  and  ready  Oxford  frame  arrangement 
make  good  winders  for  di-ying  purposes.  The  inner 
loose  lid  of  the  ordinary  square  fishing  basket 
makes  a  good  drying  winder,  and  if  line  is  put  on 
before  leaving  the  water  a  subsequent  lapse  of 
memory  will  not  matter.  The  accompanying  cork 
shows  how  I  deal  with  hook  and  gut.  A  cork  can 
of  course  be  cut  to  fit  any  receptacle. — Yours  truly, 

Leeds.  Robt.  Crabtree. 

[Mr.  Crabtree's  plan  for  running  a  line  through  a 
dressing  solution  seems  as  good  as  it  is  simple.  The 
wi-inkle  for  carrying  hooks  on  gut  or  gut  hues 
ready  for  use  is  also  excellent.  Mr.  C.  uses  a  bit  of 
solid  cork  4Mn.  long  by  Sin.  wide  and  gin.  thick,  and 
he  has  the  ends  rounded ;  the  hooks  are  pushed  in 
at  one  end,  and  the  gut  wound  round  and  secured 
by  inserting  a  drawing-pin  through  the  loop"  and 
pressing,  th^  pin  into-  the  qork.  Its  cost  is  only  a 
few  farthings;  Tb.Is  VeTy  stro'hgj  light)/  and  prafe- 
■'tiTJali--*ED.-]        ■  " 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Condition  of  Tweed  Salmon  in  November. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Sib  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart., 
sends  me  the  following  note  in  reply  to  a  question 
I  put  last  week  : — • 

"  My  dear  Marston. — In  making  mention  of 
the  great  bags  of  salmon  lately  made  on  the  Tweed, 
you  finish  with  a  very  pertinent  question  :  '  What 
is  the  average  condition  of  fish  during  the  last  half 
of  November  ?  ' 

"  I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  the  latest  date 
for  closing  rod-fishing  in  Scottish  waters  should  be 
Oct.  31.  I  used  to  fish  the  Tweed  a  great  deal,  but 
seldom  later  than  that  date.  This  year  I  took  two 
days,  Nov.  11  and  12,  and  although  I  remain  of  my 
former  opinion,  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  no  other 
river  with  which  I  am  acquainted  produces  fish  in 
such  seasonable  condition  at  that  late  period  as  the 
Tweed.  On  the  two  days  mentioned,  I  killed  eleven 
fish  on  Nov.  11,  weighing  1911b.,  and  five  fish  on 
Nov.  12,  weighing  96lb.  I  feel  bound  to  say  that 
most  of  these  fish  were  such  I  was  not  in  the  least 
ashamed  of  taking  home.  Four  male  fish  were  red, 
but  not  nearly  so  much  discoloured  as  the  average 
back-end  salmon  in  the  Tay  and  other  rivers  a 
month  earlier  in  the  season.  Of  the  females,  only 
two  were  such  as  I  should  have  liked  to  return  to 
the  water,  dingy  baggits.  The  remainder  were 
clean,  new-run  lish,  and  although  the  ovaries  of 
most  of  them  were  far  advanced,  they  were  sightly 
salmon  and  wholesome  food.  Two  or  three  of  them 
were  as  shapely  and  bright  as  summer  fish.  A  sea- 
trout  of  4lb.,  which  was  added  to  the  eleven  salmon 
on  Nov.  11,  was  in  perfect  condition. 

"  These  being  the  facts  (and,  mark  you,  my  pre- 
possession was  all  the  other  way),  I  hav^e  no  hesita- 
tion in  pronouncing  Tweed  fish  in  the  first  half  of 
November  to  be  of  a  better  seasonable  average  than 
October  fish  in  other  rivers.  If  anglers  would  be 
content  to  return  unsightly  baggits  to  the  river, 
and  insist  upon  their  boatmen  doing  so,  I  see  no 
harm  in  continuing  the  open  season  for  rods  till 
Nov.  15.  But  if  the  open  season  were  thus 
shortened  by  a  fortnight  at  the  end,  compensation 
should  be  enforced  in  respect  of  netting  in  the  lower 


reaches.  The  fish  that  manage  to  run  through  the 
tidal  waters  ought  to  be  free  from  nets.  At  present, 
those  which  escape  during  the  weekly  slap  are 
nearly  all  caught  on  Mondays  in  the  reaches  about 
Thomas's  Island.  Protect  those  fish  from  netting, 
and  the  Tweed  would  become  once  more  what  once 
it  was,  a  fine  spring  and  summer  river. — I  am, 
yours  truly,  "  Herbert  Maxwell. 

"  Carlton  Club,  London, 
Nov.  23,  1903. 

"  P.S. — I  have  said  that  no  other  river  but  the 
Tweed  could  show  fish  of  such  fine  quality  in 
November.  I  am  wrong.  There  is  another.  The 
worst  of  it  is  that  salmon  have  been  all  but  exter- 
minated therein  by  inordinate  netting.  I  once 
killed  a  brace  of  20-poundcrs  there  on  Nov.  5,  which 
would  have  done  no  disgrace  to  the  slab  of  Mr. 
Charles  or  Mr.  Grove." 

It  seems  to  me  that  Sir  Herbert's  letter  goes  far 
to  justify  the  existing  rod  season  on  the  Tweed, 
especially  if  the  netting  in  a  landing-net,  not  gafiing, 
of  any  unseasonable  fish  taken  with  the  rod  were 
insisted  on. 

Ottr  Christmas  Number. 
The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  this  year  be  published  on  Dec.  12,  when  I  hope 
to  have  some  interesting  illustrations. 

Ivory  End-rings  for  Rod  Tops. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
Leeds,  writes  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  enclose  you  a  sample  card  of 
the  six  sizes  of  an  ivory  end-ring  we  are  now  making. 
They  are  considerably  lighter  than  the  phosphor 
bronze  or  china  ones,  and  do  not  so  easily  wear  into 
grooves,  and,  unlike  the  china,  do  not  easily  break 
or  wear  away  the  surface  of  dressed  lines.  The 
prices  are,  1  and  2,  trout,  Is.  ;  2  and  3,  salmon, 
Is.  3d.  ;  3  and  4,  pike,  Is.  6d. — Yours  truly, 

"J.  E.  Miller." 

The  rings  are  very  well  made,  and  of  attractive 
appearance.  I  tried  sawing  a  bit  of  undressed 
harsh  plaited  line  backwards  and  forwards  for  some 
time  on  one  of  the  ivory  rings,  and  confess  I  was 
surprised  to  find  it  seemed  to  make  no  impression 
on  the  ivory.  If  it  will  stand  the  friction  of  the  line 
without  wearing  into  grooves,  it  will  be  a  grand 
boon,  but  I  confess  I  have  doubts  as  to  the  ivory 
standing  a  season's  work  without  wearing  into 
grooves.    The  rings  revolve  in  the  brass  holder. 

Something  Like  a  Gentle. 
In  the  "  Retrospective  Review  "  I  find  mention  of 
an  experiment  attributed  to  Sir  Samuel  Tuke,  who 
is  said  to  have  fed  an  ordinary  bluebottle  maggot 
on  fresh  meat  to  see  to  what  size  it  would  grow,  and 
in  two  months  it  "  increased  to  the  bigness  of  a 
man's  thigh  !  "  Sir  Samuel  Tuke  must  have  been 
an  angler — or  else  his  maggot  was  a  fluke. 

A  Pleasant  Note  from  America. 

"  Dear  Sib, — I  take  great  pleasure  in  sending 
you  herewith  remittance  for  renewal  of  my  sub- 
scription to  the  Fishing  Gazette  from  October  31, 
1903.  Although  I  take  the  leading  angling  papers 
and  magazines  published  on  '  this  side,'  I  now 
feel  that  I  must  have  the  Fishing  Gazette  also,  as  it 
fills  a  special  niche  of  its  own. 

"  Without  particularising  any  special  depart- 
ment. I  wish  to  say  that  I  enjoy  the  whole  paper 
exceedingly,  and  look  forward  with  very  pleasant 
anticipations  to  the  continuance  of  its  weekly 
visits." 

One  of  our  American  subscribers,  Mr.  Russel  W. 
Woodward,  of  Jersey  City,  N.J.,  sends  this  pleasant 
addition  to  his  subscription. 

Rudd  fob  the  Hampshire  Avon.- 
Mr.  Percy  Wadham  very  kindly  undertook  to  get 
and  take  over  for  me  some  rudd  from  Newport, 
Isle  of  Wight,  which  I  was  presenting  to  Mr.  Henry 
Newlyn  for  his  water  on  the  Stour.  Mr.  Wadham 
sends  me  the  following  account  of  his  journey, 
which  it  will  be  seen  might  have  had  a  fatal  result 
for  one  of  those  present :  — 

"  Leaving  home  at  5  a.m.  with  the  rudd,  I  got 
down  to  Christchurch  in  good  time  (10.30  a.m.), 
and  had  written  and  arranged  for  a  van  to  be  in 
readiness,  and  so  within  ten  minutes  of  arrival  the 
fish  were  at  the  Stour.  Both  the  Strides,  father 
and  son,  were  at  the  station; 


"  We  put  the  four  carriers  on  the  punt  at  Tuckton 
Bridge,  and  Stride,  jun.,  took  the  oars,  and  his 
father  the  boat-hook  to  help  the  punt  along  from 
the  stern,  as  the  river  wai  in  tiood  and  conse- 
quently a  lot  of  water  coming  down,  and  with  the 
load  of  half  a  ton  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  get 
along.  We  had  just  got  through  the  bridge,  and 
Mr.  Stride,  sen.,  was  saying  that  'there  was  a  deep 
hole  just  about  there,'  when  evidently  his  boat- 
hook  went  into  it  and  so  did  not  touch  bottom, 
and  consequently  he  followed  it  into  about  12ft. 
of  water.  It  was  an  exceptionally  cold  day,  and 
in  between  the  old  chap's  gasps  for  breath  he 
shouted  'Come  back!  Come  back!'  for  he  was 
being  washed  down  stream  at  a  pretty  good  rate. 
Fortunately  he  can  swim,  and  so  could  keep 
his  head  above  water,  and  his  son,  who  is  a  pretty 
good  oarsman,  soon  gained  on  his  father  with  the 
punt,  while  I  stood  in  the  stern  and  grabbed  the 
old  chap  by  the  coat  when  we  got  to  him,  and  so 
ended  an  exciting  time.  I  bet  he  must  have  been 
cold,  it  was  chilly  in  an  overcoat  that  day.  We 
put  the  rudd  in  a  small  pond  opposite  the  Tuckton 
Tea  Gardens,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  I 
should  think  a  very  good  place  if  there  arc  no  pike 
or  big  perch  there.  Young  Stride  said  he  had  been 
live-baiting  the  pond,  but  had  caught  nothing  ;  he 
said  he  could  not  net  it  as  they  had  a  lot  of  wires 
stretched  across. 

"As  I  then  had  half  a  day  before  me  I  started 
fishing,  but  there  was  too  much  water  coming 
down  to  find  the  fish,  and,  as  I  said  previously, 
the  wind  was  too  cold  to  do  great  things. 
However,  I  got  fourteen  roach  and  two  small 
chub,  although  the  roach  were  small  also.  In  the 
evening  I  went  into  Bournemouth,  and  had  tea 
and  dinner  with  Mr.  Newlyn,  in  fact  had  a  most 
enjoyable  time  with  him.  He  spent  hours  showing 
me  his  fishing  tackle,  aquarium,  etc.  After  breakfast 
next  morning  he  said  1  should  stand  a  much  better 
chance  of  getting  a  jack  than  any  other  fish,  and 
so  I  took  his  advice  and  spent  the  day  in  Hve-baiting 
and  spinning  for  jack,  but,  as  the  keeper  said,  I 
could  not  expect  to  get  much  sport  with  such 
coloured  water,  so  I  was  very  well  pleased  when  I  got 
a  2lb.  and  a  TJlb.  jack,  as  I  am  quite  a  novice  at  jack 
fishing,  this  being  my  first  attempt. — Yours  very 
faithfully,  "  Percy  Wadham.'' 

Since  the  above  came  to  hand,  I  have  had  a  nice 
note  from  Mr.  Newlyn  thanking  me  warmly  for  the 
fish — "  so  successfully  transported  from  Carisbrooke 
and  deposited  in  the  Stour  by  Mr.  Wadham.  He 
considered  it  an  ideal  place  for  them,  and  I  expect 
many  are  by  this  time  in  the  main  stream.'- 
When  the  river  is  as  high  as  it  has  been  the  water 
flows  into  and  out  of  the  pond,  so  I  think  the  rudd 
will  have  a  good  chance  to  increase  and  stock  the 
river,  and  still  further  enhance  the  wonderful  fish 
wealth  of  the  Stour. 


Strands  of  Gut  NE.iRLY  5ft.  in  Length. 

Mr.  John  J.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  writes  : — "I 
send  you  one  or  two  strands  of  the  latest  make  of 
Japanese  gut,  which  will  interest  you.  Please 
steep  it  and  try  it.  It  might  do  for  roach  fishing 
dyed  green,  for  use  in  a  weedy  place,  but  it  will 
never  be  any  value  for  trout  or  salmon  fishing." 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Hardy  that  this  beautifully 
smooth,  lovely-looking  gut  is  not  of  much  practical 
use  to  the  angler.  It  is  nearly  five  feet  long,  and 
looks  like  gut  one  would  select  where  trout  run 
large  for  May  Fly  fishing,  but  it  is  not  more  than 
one  quarter  as  strong  as  it  looks.  I  am  a  member 
of  the  Japanese  Society,  and  so  may  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain if  this  grand-looking  gut  is  naturally  weak  or 
made  so  in  the  process. 

Kinking  of  Lines. 

Mr.  Phillips,  editor  of  the  Lancaster  Standard, 
wi-ites  on  kinking  in  his  "  AngUng  Notes  '■'  as 
follows  : — 

"  Mr.  Oliver  Procter,  of  Kirk  by  Lonsdale,  is  lead- 
ing a  correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the 
subject  of  kinking.  His  idea  is  that  snake  rings  on 
rods  cause  this  trouble.  Various  remedies  are  sug- 
gested by  difi'erent  correspondents.  My  own  idea 
was  that  a  lead,  say  the  Fishing  Gazette  lead,  abso- 
lutely prevented  kinking,  and  I  wrote  to  jMt. 
Procter  to  that  effect.  But  some  experiments  1 
have  since  been  conducting  show  me  that  even  a 
lead  like  the  one  I  mention  is  not  an  absolute  pro- 
tection. I  have  three  lines.  I  have  taken  them  off 
my  reels,  passed  them  through  my  hand,  and  re- 
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wouud  them  perfectly  straight.  In  casting  I  find 
that  one  kinks  and  the  other  two  do  not — yet  the 
reels,  the  rods,  the  leads,  the  spinning  traces  were 
the  same  for  each  experiment.  This  leads  me  to 
the  belief  that  the  make  of  the  line,  the  twist,  the 
plait,  has  something  to  do  with  it.  ^Vhat  does  Mr. 
Procter  say  to  this  ?  For  instance,  I  had  a  line  last 
year  which  never  kinked.  It  wore  out,  and  I  have 
just  replaced  it,  and  yet,  on  the  same  rod  and  reel, 
under  precisely  the  same  conditions  as  last  year, 
this  wretched  new  line  kinks  horribly.  It  seems  to 
me  that  instead  of  experimenting  with  reels  and 
rings  and  leads,  we  must  go  for  the  makers  of  lines." 

M.  P.  Lassalle-Herron,  a  well-known  French 
angler,  sends  me  the  following  interesting  letter.; 
The  method  of  casting  he  describes  is  the  same  as 
described  and  illustrated  in  Dr.  Heintz's  capital 
book  on  angUng,  which  I  noticed  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  Summer  Number.    It  is  a  modification  of 


1. — Right  Side. 

Position  of  the  right  hand  before  and  during  the  cast,  the 
tliuiiih  lyinc;  Hat  on  the  rod  under  the  reel  and  gently  con- 
trolling it. 

3. — After  the  Cast. 

Position  of  the  hands  to  reel  in  :  the  left  hand  gets  hold  of 
the  rod  above  the  reel,  the  butt  resting  against  the  body. 

the  American  style  of  casting  from  the  reel,  which 
has  often  been  referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in 
past  years.  Dr.  Heintz  uses  the  Nottingham  reel 
in  place  of  the  American  multiplier,  and  also  casts 
in  rather  a  different  and  easier  manner.  M. 
Lassalle-Herron  must  have  missed  the  illustrated 
description  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  so  I  will  send  him 
a  copy. 

Not  quite  a  New  but  a  very  Good  Style  of 
Casting. 

"  Biarritz,  Nov:  10,  1903. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  been  a  subscriber 
for  some  years  to  your  most  valuable  paper,  and  as 
such  I  venture  to  write  to  you  about  a  method  of 
casting  from  the  ieel-for  trout  spinning  which  I 
think  is  not  much  known  in  England,  and  may 
perhaps  interest  some  of  your  readers.  I  must  say 
that  I  am  indebted  to  the  knowledge  of  it  to  a  friend 
of  mine,  Mr.  F.  C,  one  of  the  best  fishermen  in 
England.    First  the  rod. — I  use  a  9ft.  greenheart 


spinning  rod,  made  by  Mr.  X  Forrest  (Thomas- 
street),  on  the  pattern  of  my  friend  Mr.  F.  C.  It  is 
light,  but  not  whippy.  The  reel  is  a  Coxon's '  Aerial  • 
4in.  reel.  The  reel  is  fitted  to  the  rod  nineteen  inches 
from  the  butt,  and  is  put  on  the  rod  upwards,  with 
the  handles  on  the  right.  The  rings  are  upwards, 
too.  For  casting  the  left  hand  takes  hold  of  the 
rod  near  the  butt  and  the  right  hand  is  placed 
quite  near  and  under  the  reel,  which  is  upwards, 
with  the  thumb  flat  on  the  rod  and  in  contact  with 
the  metal  rim  of  the  reel.  In  casting  the  thumb 
must  be  in  constant  contact  with  the  metal  rim  of 
the  reel  to  prevent  overrvmning  of  same,  and  when 
your  bait  has  arrived  at  the  spot  where  you  wish  it 
to  fall,  the  thumb  presses  hghtly  on  the  reel  to  stop 
it.  As  soon  as  the  bait  is  in  the  water,  the  left 
hand  gets  hold  of  the  rod  above  the  reel,  the  butt 
is  placed  against  the  side  near  the  right  hip,  and 
the  right  hand  reels  in  the  bait,  which  comes  to 
you  in  a  semi -circle  very  much  like  wet-fly  fishing. 


2. — Left  Side, 

Position  of  the  hands  before  and  during  the  cast,  the  index- 
finger  of  the  right  hand  being  e.\tended  over  the  lower  part  of  the 
star.  This  is  important,  because  when  in  casting  the  reel  line 
gets  out  of  the  reel,  it  gets  over  the  index-finger  and  not  under, 
and  that  helps  one  to  jiut  the  reel  line  back  on  the  reel  much 
ijuicker. 

4. — Playing  a  Fish. 

The  thumb  of  the  right  hand  pressing  firmly  against  the 
outside  metal  rim  of  the  reel  and  acting  as  a  perfect  brake. 

Of  course  the  water  must  run  and  not  be  stagnant. 
In  playing  a  fish  the  right  hand  and  the  thumb  act 
as  a  brake. 

"  With  such  a  rod  and  with  a  Coxon  reel,  whict 
is  a  beautiful  piece  of  work,  I  can  cast  a  very  light 
bait,  and  if  I  chose  a  large  2|in.  metal  Devon  with 
heavy  Jardine  lead,  according  to  what  I  fish  for. 
I  can  reel  in  very  quickly  as  the  drum  is  large 
enough  for  that  purpose.  The  reel,  though  exceed- 
ingly Ught,  is  very  strong  and  equal  to  any  amount 
of  strain.  I  am  sure  by  experience  that  it  is  much 
the  simplest  and  neatest  way  of  casting  spinning- 
baits  for  trout,  sea-trout,  and  even  grilse.  (Of  course 
for  salmon  fishing  I  should  take  a  heavier  rod  and 
a  Hardy  '  Silex '  reel  and  cast  in  the  ordinary  way. ) 
I  am  astonished  that  I  never  saw  it  mentioned  in 
any  of  the  books  about  angling,  nor  even  in  your 
so  well-informed  paper.  I  use,  too,  for  ordinary 
trout  spinning  an  American  rod,  one  hand,  6ft., 
but  I  employ  the  Coxon  reel  with  it  in  preference 
to  the  American.    With  the  latter  you  must  use  a 


thumb-stall  to  prevent  your  thumb  being  hurt,  and 
that  prevents  any  fine  contact  and  neat  work. 

"  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  bad  and  incorrect 
EngUsh,  but  though  I  have  lived  a  long  time  in 
England,  I  am  French. — Yours  very  sincerely, 

"  P.  Lassalle-Herron." 

I  have  since  received  this  note  with  the  four 
photographs  from  M.  P.  L.-H.  : — 

"  Nov.  17,  1903. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  enclose  four  photos 
explaining  how  one  must  hold  the  rod  for  casting  a 
spinning-bait  according  to  the  method  I  have 
already  written  to  you  about.  Though  the  photos 
are  not  very  good,  you  will  be  able  to  see  that  my 
method  has  nothing  to  do  with  any  other  practised 
up  to  now  in  England  (except  by  a  few  anglers). 

"  As  I  have  told  you  already,  the  rod  must  be 
about  nine  feet  long,  light  but  not  whippy ,  the 
reel  winch  fitted  at  about  nineteen  inches  from  the 
butt  (the  distance  must  be  increased  for  a  tall  man). 
The  reel  must  be  a  Coxon's  '  Aerial,'  because  being 
carried  above  the  rod  a  very  light  reel  is  preferable, 
and  as  the  thumb  does  all  the  control  against  over- 
running or  to  play  a  strong  fish,  there  must  be  a 
metal  rim  round  the  plate  of  the  reel  so  as  not  to 
bruise  your  finger. 

"  Hoping  that  you  may  find  some  pleasure  by 
using  this  very  simple  and  most  effective  way  of 
spinning, — I  remain,  yours  very  sincerely, 

"  P.  Lassalle-Herron. 

"  P.S. — I  have  read  some  letters  in  your  corre- 
spondence about  kinking  of  the  lines,  and  I  think 
that  if  you  use  properly  made  casts  with  the  swivels 
put  at  the  right  place,  and  with  a  lead  (either  Jardine, 
Geen's,  Hardy's,  or  the  "  Fishing  Gazette "  lead) 
put  so  as  to  oblige  the  swivel  to  work,  there  is 
very  little  fear  of  kinking.  But  when  that  annoy- 
ance does  happen,  and  if  you  are  fishing  in  running 
water,  my  plan  is  to  take  off  the  minnow  and 
the  lead  and  let  the  reel  line  be  carried  down  by 
the  current  for  a  few  minutes.  That  process  puts 
the  Une  in  order  in  a  very  short  time,  and  does  not 
take  much  of  your  time,  as  you  need  to  do  it  only 
twice  or  three  times  in  the  whole  morning  or 
afternoon.  "- 

Salmon  in  the  Test — Loss  of  Weight  in  Fish 
after  Capture. 

I  was  very  glad  to  get  this  note  from  Major 
Carlisle.  I  wonder  how  long  it  is  since  he  fii'st  sent 
notes  about  fish  and  fishing  to  the  Field.  It  looks 
as  if  there  would  be  plenty  of  samlets  in  the  Test 
next  year;  Salmon  have  not  often  been  recorded 
as  ascending  the  Test  beyond  Stockbridge.  One 
wonders  how  they  got  past  Horsebridge  and 
Houghton. 

"  Dear  Marston, — I  have  read  Mr.  Grimble's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  21  referring  to 
Mr.  Prior's  57Jlb.  salmon,  and  can  quite  believe 
that  it  was  a  601b.  fish  when  caught  and  weighed 
the  same  day  in  the  presence  of  unimpeachable 
witnesses.  That  it  weighed  but  ST^lb.  the  following 
morning  is  quite  credible.  I  have  never  weighed  a 
salmon  the  day  after  it  was  caught,  so  cannot  speak 
with  authority  ;  but  I  have  weighed  numbers  of 
big  31b.  and  4lb.  Test  trout  at  the  riverside  and 
again  the  following  morning,  and  usually  found  that 
they  have  lost  one  ounce  for  every  pound  weight. 
Making  this  allowance  for  Mr.  Prior's  fish  would 
bring  its  weight  up  as  nearly  as  possible  to  611b. 
Whilst  speaking  of  salmon,  it  may  interest  you  to 
hear  that  owing  to  the  abnormally  high  water,  fish 
this  year  have  made  their  way  up  to  and  above 
Stockbridge  from  the  salmon  reaches  of  the  Test. — 
Yours  very  truly,  "  Anthony  Carlisle. 

"  Chandlersford.". 

A  Practical  Pisciculturist  Wanted. 

A  friend  wants  to  engage  at  once  a  man  who  is 
thoroughly  well  up  in  fish  breeding.  It  is  a  good 
berth,  as  he  will  get  good  wages,  and  coals,  oil,  and 
clothes,  as  well  as  house.  If  appUcations  are  sent 
to  me,  I  will  send  them  on.        R.  B,  Marston. 


The  moat  beautiful  and  costly  fishes  in  the  world 
come  from  China,  and  the  rarest  and  most  ex- 
pensive of  all  is  the  brush-tail  goldfish.  Specimens 
of  these  have  sold  for  as  high  as  £140  each,  and  in 
Europe  the  prices  range  from  £50  to  £100.  The 
brush-tail  goldfish  is  so  small  that  an  American 
silver  dollar  will  cover  it,  and  probably  there  is  no 
Uving  thing  of  its  size  and  weight  that  is  worth  so 
much  money. 


(See  >r.  P.  Lassalle-Herron 's  note.) 
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A  NEW  FISH  FOR  THE  STOUR. 


On  Wednesday,  Nov.  18,  1080  rudd  (from  4in.  to 
Sin.  fish)  were  placed  in  the  Stour  at  Tuckton  by 
jMi-.  Wadham,  the  well-known  taxidermist  of  Caris- 
brooke.  Isle  of  Wight.  The  fish  were  a  present  to 
Mr.  H.  Newlyn,  J. P.,  of  Bournemouth,  from  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The 
rudd,  which  is  very  much  like  the  roach  in  appear- 
ance, frequently  attains  a  weight  of  l^lb.  to  21b., 
and  rises  well  to  the  fly. — Bournemouth  Observer 
and  Chronicle. 

1 1  am  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Wadham  that  he  got 
tlie  whole  1080  rudd  over  from  the  Isle  of  Wight 
without  the  loss  of  a  fish.  (See  an  "  Occasional 
Note.")  I  hope  that  they  will  increase  and 
multiply,  as  the  rudd  is  one  of  the  best  of  our  fresh- 
water fish.  The  handsomest  I  have  ever  caught  or 
seen  are  those  in  the  King's  Fleet,  near  Felixstowe. 
-  R.  B.  M.] 


A  WONDERFUL  NEW  BAIT. 

r  When  having  a  smoke  the  other  evening  over  La 
I'cche  Moderne  I  came  across  an  amusing  account  by 
"  Rocherollesj"  of  how  he  discovered  a  wonderful 
new  bait.    I  give  a  free  translation  of  it. — R.  B.  M. 

•'  I  was  rusticating  in  September  at  the  house  of  a 
friend  who  fives  on  the  banks  of  the  Dordogne.  In- 
credible to  relate,  my  friend,  who  lives  close  to  the 
profific  fishing  waters  of  that  lovely  stream,  cares 
nothing  about  fishing,  but  he  did  all  in  his  power  to 
get  me  sport,  and  introduced  me  to  the  greatest 
angler  in  a  neighbouring  village,  and  got  him  to 
promise  to  show  me  the  best  places  for  different 
kinds  of  fish. 

"  It  was  on  a  Sunday  on  coming  out  of  church  that 
I  waf5  presented  to  this  celebrated  disciple  of  St. 
Peter,  who  turned  out  also  to  be  a  confectioner.  He 
explained  that  he  could  not  accompany  me  there 
and  then  as  he  had  to  make  some  cream  puff  cakes. 
We  arranged  to  meet  early  next  day,  and  my  friend 
was  to  provide  all  the  baits.  Next  morning  Aurora 
with  the  rosy  fingers  found  me  up  when  she  turned 
the  keyin  the  golden  lock  of  the  gates  of  the  east,  and 
before  the  sun  looked  in  my  companion  and  I  were 
installed  opposite  a  great  eddy  formed  by  a  rock 
which  Nature  had  tumbled  into  the  deep  waters  of 
the  lovely  river.  Chub  and  dace  were  abundant, 
and  we  went  for  them. 

"  My  confectioner  had  a  di'oU  air  about  him  as  he 
looked  at  me  out  of  the  corner  of  his  eye  while  fixing 
my  line  to  my  long  cane  rod,  and  when  I  asked  him 
what  bait  we  should  use,  he  repfied,  '  Oh,  blood.  I 
never  use  anything  else.'  I  should  have  preferred 
something  else.  This  fishing  with  blood  is  a 
nuisance,  and  the  bait  washes  off  so  that  most  of  the 
time  you  are  fishing  with  a  bare  hook,  with  the  fish 
laughing  at  you. 

"  I  told  him  somewhat  timidly  my  opinion,  and  he 
at  once  agreed  with  my  views.  It  then  turned  out 
that  although  he  fished  apparently  with  blood,  it 
was  only  in  appearance.  '  Here  are  our  baits,'  he 
said,  offering  me  an  old  mustard  pot,  in  which  some 
little  cubes  floated  in  a  red  liquid.  They  were  soft 
to  the  touch,  but  of  a  firm  texture,  and  turned  out 
to  be  little  bits  of  sponge.  I  put  one  on  my  hook  ; 
it  had  hardly  been  in  the  water  six  seconds, 
when,  toe,  toe  went  my  float,  and  I  struck,  and  after 
a  good  fight  landed  a  chub  over  a  pouncf 

"  I  expressed  my  astonishment,  which  I  imagine 
will  be  general,  since  sponge  is  generally  considered 
more  as  in  the  toilet  domain  than  among  baits  for 
fish.  It  seems  my  friend  had  previously  groimd- 
baited  with  earth  mixed  with  coagulated  blood, 
which  had  got  the  fish  together  well,  for  by  break- 
fast time  my  creel  was  full.  Needless  to  tell  of  the 
ovation  I  received  when  I  spread  out  my  capture 
on  returning  to  my  friend's  house. 

"  And  now  I  am  sure  you  are  all  as  anxious  as  I 
was  to  know  the  composition  of  the  wonderful 
essence  which  converted  a  bit  of  sponge  into  a  resist- 
less bait  for  fish.  Listen  ;  it  is  my  professor  who 
speaks. 

"  *  Hon  Dieu  !  it  is  simple  enough.  You  know 
that  we  confectioners  decorate  our  biscuits  and 
other  confectioneries  with  iced  sugar  coloured  red. 
It  is  merely  in  a  little  of  that  colouring  matter, 
which  is  used  by  all  the  confectioners  of  France  and 
Navarre,  that  I  soak  the  little  cubes  of  sponge,  and 
this  colouring  liquid  itself  is  notiung  but  a  solution 
of  cafmine  in  ammotiia;    The  carmine  gjVes  the 


red  colour  and  the  ammonia  an  odour  and  taste 
which,  as  you  have  proved,  are  certainly  attractive 
to  many  kinds  of  fish.'  - 

The  angling  confectioner  swore  his"  friend  to 
secrecy,  saying,  "  It  is  a  secret  I  have  never  told  to 
a  soul.  I  can  trust  you  not  to  give  me  away,  and 
beg  you  to  keep  what  I  have  told  you  to  yourself." 
I  swore  to  do  so,  says  "  Rocherolles,"  adding 
quaintly,  "  and  it  is  one  of  those  oaths  that  one 
ought  to  keep,  too.'' 


WITH  A  'FRISCO  ANGLER. 

"  Is  life  worth  hving  ?  "  asked  Mr.  MaUock.- 
I  say,  "  Without  magazines — certainly  not."  A 
friend  of  mine  has  his  Scribner,  Nineteenth  Century, 
etc.,  regularly.  He  devours  miscellaneous  literature, 
especially  that  which  appeals  to  lovers  of  "  nature 
out  of  doors."  Poor  chap  !  he  has  been  half  bUnd 
lately  ;  the  doctor  has  bandaged  up  his  eyes  and 
forbidden  him  to  read.  I  don't  want  to  pose  as  a 
"  ministering  angel  "  or  anything  of  that  sort,  but 
the  idea  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  "  as  good 
a  deed  as  eat  "  to  call  on  'Tony  and  read  to  him. 

What  a  time  I've  had  !  We  have  revelled  in 
"  back  numbers."  'Tony  declares  that  if  he  caimot 
get  back  to  his  reading  again  ...  he  wiU  .  .  . 
Patience,  good  man  !  Don't  go  imitating  Helmar 
in  "  The  Light  that  Failed."  You  are  in  good 
hands,  and  after  a  few  weeks  can  welcome  your 
Fishing  Gazette  as  warmly  as  ever. 

Now,  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  anglers  ?  I 
will  tell  you.  My  friend  is  a  traveller  and  an  angler. 
He  has  shot  big  game  in  South  Africa  and  fished 
the  "  Swan "  in  Western  Australia.  Diu-ing  his 
period  of  temporary  darkness  I  have  seen  how 
keenly  such  a  sportsman  can  enter  into  the  sports 
of  others,  and  how  an  angler — who  must  not  even 
look  on  the  silver  water — can  take  a  true  fisherman's 
delight  in  "  fishing  in  books."  By  the  way,  that  is 
the  title  of  a  charming  essay  by  that  prince  of 
angUng  writers,  Henry  Van  Dyke. 

In  the  course  of  our  desultory  reading  we  came 
across  an  article,  "  The  Gem  of  the  Olympics,"  in 
the  Overland  Monthly.  My  friend  knew  every  mile 
of  the  CaHfornian  land  and  water  described  by  Mr. 
H.  F.  Dodge,  and  was  so  delighted  that  I  venture 
some  extracts  for  other  anglers. 

Sport,  Mr.  Dodge  points  out,  is  indeed  real 
sport  when  it  is  spiced  with  novelty  and  adventure. 
The  struggle  to  exploit  original  territory  for  pleasure 
ground  in  which  to  conquer  the  wary  inhabitants 
of  the  water  is  becoming  every  day  more  keen.  Does 
your  imagination  insist  that  your  sport  shall  have 
a  touch  of  romance,  that  nature's  wholesome 
beauties  shall  surround  the  skilful  beguiler  of  the 
trout  ?  Mr.  H.  F.  Dodge  says,  "Try  the  Olympics, 
CaUfornia."  Here  you  will  find  lakes  surrounded 
by  heights  towering  to  four  thousand  feet,  the 
slopes  gloriously  wooded  with  fir,  pine,  and  cedar. 
Here  is  a  waterfall  whose  roar  is  the  only  sound 
which  breaks  in  upon  a  splendid  isolation.  Water 
of  ultramarine  blue,  and  no  fUes — or  mosquitoes  to 
worry  the  fisherman.  There  fifteen  and  twenty 
pound  trout  can  be  freely  taken.  True  that  many 
are  captured  in  a  way  hardly  sportsmanlike. 
TroUing  with  a  heavy  copper  line  is  a  practice  much 
in  vogue  with  some  fishermen,  and  it  bids  fair  to 
denude  Lake  Crescent  of  big  fish.  But  Mr.  Dodge 
points  out  that  large  fish  can  be  taken  with  fly  or 
spoon,  and  such  legitimate  sport  is  of  the  first 
quality  and  worth  going  a  long  distance  to  enjoy. 

The  fisherman,  says  Mr.  Dodge,  is  king  at 
Lake  Crescent.  He  gets  high-minded  help  from 
all.  '  Fish  talk '  is  the  order  of  the  night.  Few 
there  are  who  do  not  fish — even  vrith  borrowed 
tackle  and  no  previous  experience.  Frequently  a 
novice  has  a  ludicrous  struggle  with  a  12-pounder, 
and  oddly  enough  lands  a  weU-hooked  fish. 

The  trout  of  Lake  Crescent  belong  to  the  salmo 
family.  They  are  remarkably  strong  and  active, 
possessing  a  curming  and  stubbornness  that  tax 
heavily  the  resources  of  the  angler.  The  lake 
which  they  inhabit  is  of  extraordinary  depth, 
reaching  twelve  hundred  feet.  The  water  is  intensely 
blue.  The  fish  have  backs  coloured  with  a  blue 
sheen  that  matches  the  water,  but  the  moment  the 
trout  are  taken  the  brilliant  colour  begins  to  fade, 
and  after  short  exposure  to  the  air  the  backs 
become  a  muddy  black.-  When  first  landed  they 
are  probably  the  most  beautiful  specimens  of  trout 
known- 


Fishing  in  August,  Mr.  Dodge  caught  only  small 
trout.  He  scorned  to  drag  them  unresisting  from 
the  depths  of  the  lake  with  copper  line.  Persever- 
ance at  last  met  its  reward. 

He  says  :  "  The  water  was  so  still  that  the  trout 
could  size  up  the  whole  apparatus  of  destruction 
with  perfect  accuracy.  Speckled  beauties  of  two  to 
three  pounds  moved  leisurely  beneath  me,  and  often 
schools  of  thousands  of  little  bluebacks  chased  their 
leaders  through  the  water  in  such  correct  procession 
that  they  might  be  considered  as  one  fish.  I  saw 
numbers  of  large  ones  in  their  wake,  some  weighing 
fuUy  81b.  I  cast  fifty  feet  outward.  One  large  one 
made  a  dash  with  wide  open  mouth,  and  I  stiffened 
the  pole  for  the  strike,  but  he  skimmed  the  fly  and 
jumped  clean  into  the  air,  so  quick  was  his  change 
of  mind  on  closer  inspection.  Taking  a  boat  T 
pulled  out  into  the  lake,  removed  the  ffies,  and  on 
the  leader  placed  a  small  silvered  spoon  about  the 
size  of  a  coffee  spoon  bowl,  and  provided  a  triple 
hook  and  swivel.  Before  I  really  could  prepare 
myself  for  the  surprise,  a  15-pounder  had  struck, 
was  well  hooked,  and  simultaneously  leaped  a  half- 
dozen  feet  into  the  air,  with  shivering  tail  and 
distended  gills.  My  7oz.  rod  and  225  feet  of  line 
put  me  at  a  great  disadvantage,  but  I  had  longed 
for  battle,  and  had  some  confidence  in  the  result. 
The  initial  struggle  of  the  fish  was  terrific.  The 
water  was  churned  to  a  foam,  and  his  darts  and 
dives  were  fike  Ughtning.  He  took  seventy-five 
feet  of  line  instantly  and  started  for  deep  water. 
Rowing  the  boat  with  one  hand  and  steering  it 
with  the  taut  line,  I  went  after  him,  but  he  swung 
downward  with  the  strained  line  like  a  huge  pen- 
dulum, and  in  a  few  seconds  was  exactly  beneath 
me  with  150  feet  of  line  out.  Here  took  place  a 
series  of  struggles,  eases  and  strains  that  taxed 
everything  to  the  limit.  Yet  withal  I  gained  fifty 
feet  on  him,  and  when  he  again  came  to  the  surface, 
about  one  hundred  feet  away,  he  showed  a  desire 
to  come  up  to  the  boat  and  argue  matters  with  its 
occupants.  When  the  big,  glaring  eyes  beheld  me. 
however,  his  curiosity  was  gratified,  and  he  started 
across  the  lake  Uke  a  hurricane.  I  followed  him 
for  500  yards,  using  at  times  every  foot  of  line  ;  but 
this  move  brought  an  exhaustion  to  the  fish  that 
left  him  capable  of  merely  moving  slowly  back  and 
forth  within  a  radius  of  fifty  feet.  Taking  advan- 
tage of  this,  I  began  to  close  the  gap,  but  my  thumb 
was  so  numb  and  my  hour's  work  so  strenous  that 
it  took  all  my  strength,  with  the  aid  of  an  oar,  to 
bring  the  fish  to  the  boat.  Here  took  place  the 
last  struggles  and  manoeuvres  to  escape  by  dives 
under  and  around  the  boat,  during  which  time  I 
occupied  every  part  of  the  craft,  from  the  forepeak 
to  the  stem.  The  beauty  was  slowly  towed  along- 
side in  unresisting  exhaustion,  and  the  gaff  was 
under  his  throat.  Then  occurred  the  thing  that 
always  happens  with  careless  fishermen  who  carry 
bad  equipment.  The  point  of  the  gaff  had  been 
dulled,  so  that  when  the  landing  jerk  was  given  the 
steel  instead  of  hooking  only  shd  along  the  smooth 
skin,  caught  in  the  spoon  and  hooks,  puUing  the 
whole  thing  out  of  his  mouth.  I  watched  his 
highness  swim  away,  so  slowly  that  I  felt  like  diving 
after  him — and  indeed  did  make  a  lunge  for  him 
with  the  treacherous  gaff — and  disappear  in  his 
indigo  home  ;  then  sat  down  and  felt  as  a  banker 
feels  when  all  is  lost." 

Mr.  Dodge  captured  many  bluebacks  after  this 
adventure. 

"  Fishing  in  books  !  -'  Yes,  this  sport  has  a 
charm  of  its  own. 

As  I  read  the  above  spirited  story  to  my  friend, 
his  whole  frame  quivered  with  suppressed  excite- 
ment. When  the  book  was  put  down,  a  long  chat 
ensued,  and  he  fought  his  battles  over  again  with 
the  big  fish  "  in  that  glorious  climate  of  California." 
'Tony  favours  the  opinion  of  Professor  Jordan  that 
the  bluebacks  of  Lake  Crescent  are  a  distinct 
species. 

"  There  is  another  lake  there  in  the  Olympics,"' 
said  'Tony,  "  Lake  Sutherland,  a  green  lake.  There 
I  have  taken  many  lovely  speckled  trout,  strong  as 
little  Sandows,  game  as  big  bulldogs,  though  they 
don't  run  to  more  than  six  or  seven  pounds.  And, 
oh,  the  scenery !  The  beautiful  wooded  slopes  of 
the  mountains  threaded  by  silver  streams  that 
tumble  in  roaring  cascades  to  the  water's  edge. 
Pray  Heaven,  give  me  back  my  eyesight  that  I  may 
see  such  scepes  again  !  " 

To  which  prayer  every  brother  angler  will  say 
"  Amen ! «  Felix  Pe>">-e. 
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FISH  CULTURE. 


THE  HOWIETOUN  FISHERY^ 


The  famous  Howietoun  Fishery  (Stirling,  N.B.), 
in  their  report  for  the  season  1903-1904.  have 
again  to  report  a  successful  year.  "  The  demand 
still  exceeds  the  supply,  but  this  season  we  are 
very  well  prepared  to  meet  the  demand  in  all  the 
various  stages  of  ova  and  young  fish."- 

"  The  fresh  blood  introduced  to  the  fishery  some 
years  ago,  and  at  intervals  since  then,  is  telling 
more  and  more  every  season,  and  has  shown  its 


mended  for  those  who  use  hatching-houses,  where 
the  young  fry  are  protected  from  frost,  but  they 
are  not  recommended  for  redds,  except  in  the 
mildest  parts  of  the  country. 

"Besides  the  pure-bred  young  trout,  we  have 
also  a  number  of  yearUngs  and  two-year-olds  of 
a  cross  between  Salmo  salar  and  Salmo  levenensis, 
namely,  seven-eighths  trout  and  one-eighth  salmon. 

"  A  river,  lake,  or  pond  may  be  stocked  success- 
fully, but  in  different  places,  either  by  means  of  ova 
sown  in  redds,  or  by  fry,  yearlings,  or  two-year- 
olds.  The  difficulty  is  to  judge  how  the  best  return 
can  be  got  for  the  cost. 


to  new  water;  and  they  thrive  so  fast  in  ponds 
that  they  will  be  found  a  very  profitable  in- 
vestment."- 


FISH  CULTURE  NEAR  LONDON. 


THE  CHESS  RIVER  TROUT  FARM; 


A  Natural  Food  Preserve  at  the  Chess  River  Troux  Farm. 


effect  in  the  great  strength  and  vigour  of  our  fish. 
Our  patrons  benefit  accordingly.  This  has  been 
most  marked  during  last  season's  despatches,  and 
we  anticipate  even  better  results  for  incoming 
season. 

*'  We  would  specially  call  attention  to  the  hardy 
character  and  rapid  growth  of  our  young  fish.  It 
has  been  brought  before  our  attention  by  numerous 
appreciative  letters  of  customers,  and  is  due  to  our 
northerly  situation  and  cold  climate.  The  result 
is  that  the  fish  are  already  tcclimatised  for  the 
stocking  of  rivers,  lakes,  etc.,  in  the  north.  If 
transplanted  to  the  south  they  may  be  found  to  be 
a  little  smaller  to  start  with  than  fish  reared  in 
more  southern  latitudes,  but  will  always  in  a  short 
time  rapidly  outstrip  them  in  size. 

"We  have  at  present  for  sale,  in  the  ponds  at 
Howietoun.  Milnholm,  Craigend,  etc.,  an  extra  fine 
selection  of  young  trout  of  all  the  various  kinds. 
The  wet  season  here  has  been  most  favourable  to 
the  fiohery,  and  we  now  have  a  specially  fine  and 
large  selection  of  two-year-olds,  extra  strong  and 
vigorous. 

"We  are  always  happy  to  give  advice  and  in- 
formation as  to  the  best  method  of  stocking  any 
particular  piece  of  water,  or  to  inspect  and  report 
on  same,  when  the  work  is  not  too  pressing  at  the 
fishery. 

"  One  of  our  most  interesting  orders  last  season 
was  due  to  an  endeavour  to  stock  South  African 
rivers  with  trout.  The  eggs  were  reported  as 
having  arrived  in  full  vitality  and  in  first-class 
condition.  The  subsequent  failure,  however,  on 
the  part  of  the  importers  to  keep  the  water  at 
a  low  temperature,  unfortunately  prevented  the 
attempt  from  being  successful 

"Tiio  earliest  ova  will  be  ready  t;o  send  out 
before  Christmas,-    Early  eggs  are  specially  rccom- 


"If  there  is  any  depth  of  water,  by  two-year- 
olds  will  always  be  the  safest  and  the  speediest 
mode  of  stocking,  but  in  many  lakes  and  some 
rivers  the  quantity  of  fish  required  is  so  large  that, 
in  the  interest  of  due  economy,  time  must  be 
sacrificed,  and  some  mode  of  stocking  cheaper  than 
by  two-year-olds  resorted  to. 

"  Yearlings  are,  par  excellence,  the  size  for  general 
purposes.  They  are  strong  enough  to  find  their 
own  food,  thus  avoiding  the  principal  cause  of 
mortality  among  fry,  namely,  starvation;  they  are 
easily  carried,  and  stand  the  journey  well;  they 
accommodate  themselves  with  the  greatest  facility 


The  nearest  place  to  London  where  fish-breeding 
as  a  business  is  carried  on  is,  I  believe,  the  Chess 
River  Trout  Farm  at  Chorley  Wood,  Herts,  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  A.  R.  Peart.  It  is  less  than  twenty 
miles  from  St.  Paul's,  and  although  one  of  the 
youngest,  is  making  great  headway. 
The  fisheiy  is  devoted  entirely  to  the 
cultivation  of  trout  and  grayling  for 
sporting  purposes.  The  fishery  con- 
sists of  over  forty  ponds  and  a  hatchery 
of  ample  dimensions,  and  no  expense 
has  been  spared  to  ensure  efficiency  in 
every  detail. 

The  most  interesting  and  well  pro- 
duced illustrated  prospectus  contains 
useful  notes  in  addition  to  the  price 
list.  Mr.  Peart's  fish  do  him  cjedit. 
He  has  lent  me  illustrations  of  some  of 
them  from  photographs,  and  I  havo 
not  often  seen  belter  pictures  of  fi.sh.. 
No  horseflesh  is  used  in  feeding  them, 
and  thoi^e  really  interested  are  invited 
by  Mr.  Peart  to  call  at  the  fishery  by 
appointment,  and  select  for  themselve.-* 
the  kind  of  trout  they  require.  I  am 
glad  to  see  Mr.  P.  does  well  with 
grayling,  and  supplies  yearlings,  three 
to  five  inches  in  length,  at  35s.  per  100, 
or  £16  per  1000. 

I  «m  always  glad  to  see  in  fish- 
breeders'  lists  that  they  keep  the 
natural  food  of  fish  —  snails,  fresh- 
water shrimp,  and  larvae  —  for  sale. 
Mr.  Peart  gives  special  attention  to 
this  very  important  matter — one  of 
the  illustrations  shows  his  "natural 
food  preserve"  at  the  Chess  Pivt-r 
Trout  Farm — as  well  as  to  suitable 
plants,  and  his  remarks  and  udvic  e 
about  both  are  most  valuable,  and  will 
be  greatly  appreciated  by  those  who 
are  not  well  up  in  the  subject. 

Mr.  Peart  tells  me  that  although 
more  troublesome  to  rear  than  trout, 
for  the  last  three  years  he  has  pro- 
fluced  and  reared  grayling  in  small 
shallow  ponds,  this  year  on  a  consider- 
able scale. 

Mr.  Peart's  fish  farm  is  on  the  celebrated  Chess 
trout  stream,  and  he  has  an  abundance  of  good 
water.  I  congratulate  him  on  the  success  he  has 
already  attained,  and  am  sure  he  deserves  it. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


FISH  CULTURE. 

THE  ARROW  FISHERY,  HEREFORDSHIRE. 

From  the  report  for  the  season  1903-1904  we 
learn  that  "since  issuing  last  season's  price  list 
the  Arrow  Fishery  has  been  considerably  enlaigcd. 


Bbown  Trout  {Salmo  fario). 
Length,  13  "4  inches.    Weight,  lib.  loz.    Age,  29  months. 
(This  fish,  reared  at  the  Chess  River  Trout  Farm,  maj'  bo  taken  as  an  average  specimen  at  the  age.) 
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Rainbow  Trout  {Salmo  irideus). 
Length,  12-3  inches.    Weight,  12ioz.    Age,  27  months.  ^ 
(This  fish,  reared  at  the  Chess  River  Trout  Farm,  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  avarage  specimen  at  the  ago. 


A  fresh  stretch  of  mill-stream  for  two-year-olds 
has  been  screened  ofi.  whilst  the  yearling  ponds 
have  been  quadrupled  in  number  and  capacity. 
The  very  ample  supply  of  good  water,  and  the 
many  natural  advantages  the  fishery  enjoys,  enable 
healthy  and  vigorous  trout  to  be  reared,  which  can 
be  confidently  recommended.  We  hold  an  excellent 
stock  of  two-year-olds,  both  brown  trout  and  rain- 


are  present.  With  reference  to  the  somewhat  vexed 
question  of  stocking  with  brown  trout  or  rainbow 
trout:  For  unscreened  waters,  and  for  rivers  where 
the  brown  trout  already  does  well,  it  is  safest  and 
most  advisable  to  stock  with  the  latter.  For  most 
lakes  and  ponds,  and  for  screened  rivers,  we  can 
generally  recommend  the  rainbow  trout.  We  can- 
not, however,  consider  that  the  rainbow  has  yet 


American  Brook  Trout  (Salmo  fontinalis). 
Length,  14-7  inches.    Weight,  lib.  9oz.    Age,  30  months. 
(Reared  at  the  Chess  River  Trout  Farm. ) 


bows,  which,  having  been  reared  in  a  strong  current, 
and  having  had  a  large  quantity  of  natural  food, 
are  far  more  suitable  for  stocking  rivers  than  the 
ordinary  pond-reared  two-year-old,  grown  in  com- 
paratively still  water.  As  regards  stocking  with 
two-year-olds  or  yearlings,  we  advise  two-year-olds 
where  sport  is  required  quickly,  and  also  where 
predatory  fish,  such  as  pike,  large  trout,  or  perch, 


had  a  fair  trial  in  suitable  British  rivers,  and  we 
should  like  to  see  it  tried  on  a  large  scale  in  a  suit- 
able river ;  to  anyone  desiring  to  thus  experiment 
we  should  be  glad  to  quote  special  terms.  No  ova 
or  fry  are  offered  for  sale  this  season.  Yearlings 
and  two-year-olds  can  be  delivered  from  October 
onwards."  Mr.  R.  Bycroft  Roberts,  the  proprietor 
of  the  fishery,  undertakes  the  construction  of 


reservoirs,  ponds,  etc..  the  erection  and 
fitting  of  hatcheries,  the  screening  of  waters, 
or  the  execution  of  any  work  in  engineering 
or  pisciculture  in  connection  with  rivers, 
lakes,  or  ponds. 


AUTUMN  SALMON  FISHING 
ON  THE  TWEED. 


on 
black. 


Grayling  [Salmo  thymallus) 
Length,  15"  3  inches.    Weight,  lib,  8oz.    Age,  SJ  yaars. 
(Reared  at  tho  Chess  River  Trout  Farm.) 


The  recent  takes,  especially  on  the 
middle  and  upper  waters  of  the  "  Majestic 
Tweed."  are  so  remarkable  an  evidence  of 
a  wonderfully  prolific  "  back-end  "•  season, 
accompanying  and  following  a  wet  summer 
and  autumn,  and  frequent  spates,  that  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that,  after  the  approaching 
close,  the  record  of  total  takes  will  be  com- 
piled as  accurately  as  possible,  when  it  will 
be  found  to  be  something  startling,  and 
compare  advantageously  with  the  earlier 
closing  Tay.  Thirty  fish  to  one  rod  in 
two  days  at  Carham,  seventy-eight  in  a 
week  to  a  well-known  angler  on  Floors 
Castle  lower  water,  and  other  exciting  items, 
indicate  sport  which  can  surely  hardly  bo 
surpassed  in  Europe,  while  the  weights 
have  I  een  exceptionally  good,  often  averaging  201b. 
or  ovfr.; 

As  to  average  condition,  having  fished  lately — 
very  low  down,  it  is  true,  only  eight  miles  or  so  from 
Berpick— I  was  much  struck  by  the  contrast 
betv  een  the  fish  taken  the  last  week  of  October 
he  Earn — which  were  mostly  either  red  or 
cocks  and  hens  respectively  —  and  the 
magnificent,  firm,  silvery  beauties  of  the 
Tweed  in  November,  many  with  sea-lice 
on  them,  and  showing  all  the  outward 
characteristics  of    spring  fish." 

A  lot  of  fish,  known  as  the  "grey 
school,"  are  locally  reported  to  begin  run- 
ning up  about  the  middle  of  November. 
Much  higher  up,  many  would  be,  of  course, 
more  coloured,  but  frequent  spates  made 
them  push  up  quickly,  and  a  correspondent 
at  Innerleithen,  where,  as  also  at  Cardrona 
and  Peebles,  fishing  is  free,  told  me  that 
not  only  was  the  water  wonderfully  well 
stocked,  but  not  for  years  had  so  many 
clean-run  fish  been  seen. 

Returns  from  these  free  places  would  be 
interesting,  for  addition  to  those  of  the 
reserved  waters,  given  weekly  in  the  Field 
and  the  Fishing  Gazette.  On  Guy  Fawkes' 
Day,  which  was  a  good  one  on  the  lower 
waters  also,  I  heard  that  anglers  staying 
at  the  comfortable  Traquair  Arms  Hotel, 
Innerleithen,  had  hopx  one  to  four  good 
fish  per  rod. 

Those  who  have  not  yet  fished  the 
Tweed  may  be  reminded  that,  in  the  back- 
end  at  any  rate,  fly  only  is  allowed,  though 
in  some  of  the  lower  parts  natural  minnow  is 
often  successfully  used  sub  rasa,  and  no  gaff  may 
be  used  or  even  carried.  The  fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  is  practically  all  casting  from  boat,  and  a 
large  landing-net  finishes  the  good  fight,  though 
bank  anglers  higher  up  often  eschew  all  such 
implements,  and  trust  to  getting  a  fish  thoroughly 
tired  out,  and  tailing  him  out,  etc. 

On  the  broad  and  deep  waters  near  the  mouth, 
one  of  which  I  recently  fished,  six  to  eight  fish  per 
week  was  about  the  mark,  but  the  water  was  then 
only  just  getting  into  order,  and  since  I  left,  my 
kind  host,  writing  on  Nov.  18,  reported  one  rod 
getting,  in  two  days,  four  good  fish  of  26pb.,  221b., 
20Jlb.,  and  15lb.,  while  he  himself  bad,  on  Gordon 
and  Silver  Wilkinson  fly,  two  of  22ilb.  and  21lb., 
considered  by  all  who  saw  them  to  be  the  finest 
two  fish  seen  this  year — for  condition,  of  course. 

On  the  same  water,  on  Nov.  20,  one  rod  had 
four  beauties  of  291b.,  241b.,  20lb..  and  14lb. 

It  should  be  a  grand  finish  on  Tweed,  if  another 
spate  does  not  come  to  spoil  it. 

I  appreciated  on  Tweedside  a  special  way  of 
boiling  salmon  in  piec«8,  with  a  great  deal  of  salt 
in  the  water,  and  the  resulting  liquid  used  as  sauce, 
and  named  "  Dover."  I  never  tasted  salmon  like 
it,  and  must  get  the  recipe. 

Those  who  preserved  their  salmon  only  salted  or 
pickled  them,  without  smoking. 

To  my  mind,  properly  kippered— that  is,  smoked 
— salmon  is  not  only  more  tasty  and  presentable, 
but  al^o  keeps  better,  especially  if  hard  smoTied,- 
We  have  eaten  October  fish  here  at  Christmas, 
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I  found  farmers  in  Norway  often  smoked  fish 
very  weU,  and  have  had  them  done  in  parts  of 
bcotland  and  Yorkshire,  but  could  not  get  the 
smoking  part  attended  to  in  Northumberland  or 
Cumberland,  so  was  glad  to  send  my  few  fish  to  a 
London  firm  of  fish-curers  and  sahnon-smokers 
Messrs.  S.  Myers  &  Co.,  6,  Derby-road,  Victoria 
Park-road,  N.E.  ^  -» 

And  now  let  me  reel  up.  wishing  frequent  tight 
hnes  to  all  good  anglers,  both  in  fresh  water  and 
salt,  during  the  remainder  of  this  very  peculiar 
season.  Ch^s.  a.  Payton. 

Calais. 


"  A  KIVER  OF  NOEWAY  :  BEING 
THE  NOTES  AND  REFLECTIONS 
OF  AN  ANGLER."* 


[The  following  review  has  been  contributed  by 
an  angler  who  has  had  great  experience  in  Nor 
wegian  fishing,  and  I  quite  endorse  all  he  savs 
Ed.  F.G.]  ^ 

Having  read  this  book  right  away  without 
putting  it  down,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
the  best  and  the  most  satisfactory  I  have  found  on 
Norwegian  angling. 

Though  nominally  a  monograph— the  description 
of  one  river,  the  Gaula,  in  Sondfjord,  about  one 
hundred  miles  north  of  Bergen— much  of  the 
contents  is  of  general  interest  to  fishermen,  though 
more  especially,  of  course,  for  those  frequenting 
Norway.  The  book  is  written  by  a  sportsman  for 
sportsmen,  and  is  a  model  of  what  a  work  on  any 
sport  should  be.  The  author  seems  to  have  great 
powers  of  observation,  knows  what  he  means,  and 
writes  in  a  style  admirably  clear,  which  never 
leaves  one  an  instant  in  doubt  of  his  meaning.  He 
has  managed  to  keep  fairly  clear  of  the  personal 
and  the  trivial  elements  which  so  often  make  books 
on  sport  unreadable  a  second  time.  The  details 
of  the  difiiculties  of  getting  breakfast  or  of  the 
road  are  pleasant  enough  to  read  in  a  newspaper  or 
a  letter,  but  are  quite  out  of  place  in  a  book. 

Which  of  us  has  not  been  irritated  in  looking 
for  a  reference  to  come  over  and  over  again  on 
some  incident  never  of  any  importance,  and  mad- 
dening now  when  the  book  always  seems  to  open  at 
that  page  ? 

The  opinions  expressed  on  the  subjects  treated 
seem  to  have  been  well  considered,  and  for  the 
most  part  are  likely  to  be  agreed  to  by  many  of  us 
old  hands.  It  would  need  many  quotations  to 
mention  the  opinions  in  which  I  am  in  accord  with 
the  author,  while  it  requires  few  to  name  those 
with  which  I  cannot  agree. 

Of  hooks,  he  recommends  that  the  point  should 
be  turned  somewhat  away  from  the  shank.  The 
idea  is  natural,  and  old  as  the  hills— the  Kirby 
bend  to  wit — but  I  consider  it  mistaken.  In  a 
gaff,  or  other  hook,  the  nearer  the  point  is  parallel 
with  the  shank  and  with  the  line  of  pull,  the 
likelier  it  is  to  penetrate. 

With  a  jumping  fish,  he  somewhat  strongly  con- 
demns lowering  the  rod,  and  terms  the  practice  a 
superstition.  When  he  shall  have,  as  I  hope  he 
soon  may,  hold  of  a  forty-pounder,  which  shall 
rush  straight  from  him,  taking  in  his  stride  three 
long  horizontal  leaps  in  rapid  succession,  he  will 
regret  he  has  not  something  more  to  lower  to  save 
the  threatened  jerk. 

Of  barling  he  writes  very  slightingly,  but  if  fate 
should  lead  or  drive  him  to  try  it  on  suitable  water, 
he  will  soon  find  that  it  requires  as  close  attention 
as  other  branches  of  the  art.  Far  from  having 
time  to  read,  as  he  suggests,  he  may  find  himself 
unable  to  spare  for  a  second  one  hand  to  kill  a 
mosquito  busy  spearing  the  other.  On  these  three 
points  most  of  us  have  likely  held  at  one  time  or 
another  the  same  views  as  the  author — I  know  I 
have.  They  seem  to  form  a  sort  of  phase  in  an 
angler's  existence. 

The  book  has  few  stories,  and  those  very  short. 
A  quaint  one  is  that  of  an  old  man  who  grudgingly 
let  at  four  kroner  a  day  Jor  a  fortnight,  a  boat, 
an  island,  and  the  right  to  fish,  not  one  of  which 
belonged  to  him.  Another  experience  was  that  of 
having  "rented  a  small  river  from  a  person  of 
good  position  in  Norway,  and  foolishly  paid  the 
rent  in  advance,"  and  of  then  discovering  that  the 

*  "  A  River  of  Norway :  Being  the  Notes  and 
Reflections  of  an  Angler."  By  Charles  Thomas- 
Stanford.    Svo.    Ulusftratod.    London :  Longmatis. 
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lessor  did  not  possess  the  likeliest  stretch  of  the 
water. 

At  one  place  his  hotel-keeper  was  selling  the 
surplus  fish  at  about  fourpence  a  pound.  A  native 
who  had  returned  from  the  States  took  a  business 
view  of  this,  and  remarked  to  the  angler,  "  I've 
been  reckoning  up  this  salmon  catching  business  of 
yours,  and,  darn  me,  if  I  can  see  how  you  think 
you're  going  to  make  it  pay."- 

The  book,  then,  is  easy,  pleasant  reading :  to  the 
experienced,  for  we  all  like  to  have  confirmed  what 
we  believe ;  to  the  tyro,  who  may  learn  much 
and  very  especially  to  men  who  fish  tidal  or  semi- 
tidal  water,  as  much  of  the  sport  described  was 
had  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which,  though 
perfectly  fresh  water,  is  affected  by  the  tides.  In 
describing  this  section  he  refers  to  a  habit  of  the 
salmon,  when  they  did  not  care  to  ascend  the 
ladder,  dropping  back.  It  was  in  Bi (ton's  "Two 
Summers  in  Norway  that  I  first  saw  in  print,  or 
at  least  took  notice  of,  this  habit  of  salmon,  but 
since  I  have  often  observed  and  utilised  it.  By 
the  way,  in  mentioning  this  writer,  "Murray's'' 
misspelling  "  Belton"  has  been  followed. 

The  book  is  beautifully  got  up,  is  of  handy  size, 
and  has  clear,  good  type.  It  has  some  ten  photo 
gravures,  reproduced  from  well-selected  and  charm 
ing  photographs  by  Mrs.  Thomas-Stanford,  and  a 
plan  of  the  salmon-ladder — to  say  nothing  of  the 
cover  that  will  amuse  the  young  ones — a  couple 
of  salmon  ascending  a  builder's  ladder,  all  in  gold, 
too ! 


HEARING  AND  ALLIED  SENSES 
IN  FISHES.* 


It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  many  fishes  are 
extremely  sensitive  to  disturbances  in  the  water 
such  as  are  caused  by  splashing  with  an  oar, 
stamping  in  a  boat,  or  striking  the  side  of  an 
aquarium.  When,  for  instance,  the  opaque  wall  of 
a  fish  tank  containing  young  kingfish,  sea  robins, 
or  kilUfish  is  struck  a  vigorous  blow  with  the  fist, 
the  fishes  usually  respond  by  giving  a  short,  quick 
leap,  and  if  such  blows  are  frequently  repeated, 
surface  fishes  are  often  driven  to  the  bottom  and 
kept  there.  Notwithstanding  the  sensitiveness  in- 
dicated by  such  reactions,  most  of  these  fishes 
appear  to  be  unaffected  by  loud  talking  or  other 
like  noises  originating  in  the  air.  Fishermen  are 
famihar  with  these  peculiarities,  and  often  take 
them  into  account  in  the  practice  of  their  art. 

Such  facts  as  these  are  also  usually  accepted  as 
evidence  that  fishes  can  hear  (as  an  example,  com- 
jjare  the  statements  made  by  W.  C.  Harris  in  Dean 
Sage's  "  Salmon  and  Trout  "),  but  a  simple  experi- 
ment will  show,  I  beHeve,  that  this  assumption  is 
not  necessarily  correct.  If  one  end  of  a  wooden  rod 
is  vigorously  tapped  while  the  other  is  beneath  the 
level  of  the  water,  a  disturbance  is  produced  that 
will  call  forth  an  obvious  response  from  most  fishes 
of  moderate  sensitiveness.  Such  a  disturbance  will 
hkewise  affect  a  human  being,  for  if  one  holds  the 
head  beneath  the  water  the  vibrations  from  the  rod 
can  be  easily  heard,  and  if  the  hand  be  placed  in 
the  water  near  the  rod  they  can  be  distinctly  felt. 

Since,  as  Miiller  long  ago  pointed  out,  we  can  feel 
as  well  as  hear  these  vibrations,  it  follows  that  such 
evidence  as  that  already  given  cannot  be  accepted 
as  conclusive  proof  that  fishes  hear,  for  it  is  con- 
ceivable that  their  responses  may  be  entirely 
through  their  sense  of  touch — that  is,  independent 
on  their  skins.  Moreover,  fishes  possess  a  special 
system  of  tegmentary  sense  organs,  the  lateral-Une 
organs,  which  are  completely  absent  from  us,  and 
it  may  be  that  these  are  in  some  way  the  recipient 
organs  for  the  disturbances  already  described. 
Wben,  therefore,  a  fish  responds  to  water  vibrations 
of  the  kind  mentioned,  we  are  not  justified  in  con- 
cluding that  it  hears,  for  it  may  respond  through 
the  skin  or  the  lateral-line  organs  and  not  through 
the  ears. 

It  may  be  reasonably  asked  at  this  point.  What 
constitutes  hearing  ?  Everyone  will  agree,  I  believe, 
that  the  sensation  we  get  through  the  skin  from  a 
vibrating  rod  in  water  should  not  be  called  hearing, 
and  what  is  true  for  us  should  hold  for  the  lower 
vertebrates.  Hearing  in  these  animals  may  there- 
fore be  defined  as  that  sensory  activity  resulting 


By  G.  H.  Parker,  Assistant  Professor  of  Zoology, 
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Woods  HoU,  Massachusetts.) 


November  28,  1903 

from  a  stimulation  of  the  ear  by  material  vibrations.' 
This  is  in  essential  accord  with  the  definition  given 
by  Kreidl  to  the  effect  that  hearing  is  that  sensation 
which  is  mediated  by  the  nerve  that  is  homologous 
with  the  auditory  nerve  of  man.  When,  therefore, 
a  fish  responds  to  sound  vibrations  the  question  at 
once  arises  whether  the  stimulus  is  received  by  the 
skin,  the  lateral-hne  organs,  or  the  ear.  And  until 
this  question  can  be  answered,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
ear  is  concerned,  the  query  whether  fishes  hear  or 
not  must  remain  open.  In  dealing  with  this  general 
subject  I  shall  take  up,  first  of  all,  the  question 
whether  fishes  respond  to  sound  vibrations  through 
the  ears. 

The  Ears. 

Introductory.- The  internal  ears  of  fishes  were 
described  as  early  as  1610  by  Casserius,  and  were 
studied  in  some  detail  in  the  following  century  by 
Geoffroy,  Scarpa,  Comparetti,  and  Hunter.  The 
attitude  taken  by  many  of  these  early  workers  on 
the  question  of  the  abiUty  of  fishes  to  hear  or  not  is  Jj 
well  illustrated  by  a  quotation  from  Hunter,  who.  I 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  paper  on  the  organs  of 
hearing  in  fishes,  made  the  following  statement  :— 

"  As  it  is  evident  that  fish  possess  the  organ  of 
hearing,  it  becomes  unnecessary  to  make  or  relate 
any  experiment  made  with  hve  fish  which  only  tends 
to  prove  this  fact ;  but  I  will  mention  one  experi- 
ment to  show  that  sound  affects  them  much  and  is 
one  of  their  guards,  as  it  is  in  other  animals.  In 
the  year  1762,  when  I  was  in  Portugal,  I  observed 
in  a  nobleman's  garden,  near  Lisbon,  a  small  fish- 
pond full  of  different  kinds  of  fish.  Its  bottom 
was  level  with  the  ground  and  was  made  by  forming 
a  bank  all  round.  There  was  a  shrubbery  close  to 
it.  Whilst  I  was  lying  on  the  bank,  observing  the 
fish  swimming  about,  I  desired  a  gentleman  who 
was  with  me  to  take  a  loaded  gun  and  go  behind 
the  shrubs  and  fire  it.  The  reason  for  going  behind 
the  shrubs  was  that  there  might  not  be  the  least 
reflection  of  hght.  The  instant  the  report  was 
made  the  fish  appeared  to  be  all  of  one  mind,  for 
they  vanished  instantaneously  into  the  mud  at  the 
bottom,  raising,  as  it  were,  a  cloud  of  mud.  In 
about  five  minutes  after  they  began  to  appear,  till 
the  whole  came  forth  again. '' 

This  passage  shows  very  clearly  that  in  the 
opinion  of  Hunter  the  internal  ears  of  fishes,  like 
those  of  the  higher  vertebrates,  are  organs  of 
hearing.  Without  further  experimental  evidence 
this  view  was  accepted  by  Miiller  in  his  well-known 
chapters  on  the  physiology  of  the  senses,  and  by 
many  other  eminent  authorities,  such  as  Owen, 
Giinther,  and  Romanes.  To  these  investigators  the 
presence  of  the  internal  ears  seemed,  as  it  did  to 
Hunter,  sufficient  ground  for  concluding  that  these 
animals  could  hear. 

Within  recent  years,  however,  this  opinion  has 
been  called  in  question,  or  even  denied.  Some  of 
the  grounds  for  this  change  of  view  may  be  stated 
as  follows  :  Bateson,  in  some  investigations  on  the 
sense  organs  and  perception  of  fishes,  observed  that 
the  report  from  the  blasting  of  rocks  caused  congers 
to  draw  back  a  few  inches,  flat  fishes  (like  the  sole, 
plaice,  and  turbot)  to  bury  themselves,  and  pouting 
to  scatter  momentarily  in  all  directions  ;  other  fishes 
seemed  to  take  no  notice  of  the  report.  When  the 
side  of  a  tank  containing  pollack  or  soles  was 
struck  with  a  heavy  stick,  the  fishes  behaved  as 
they  did  towards  the  report  of  the  blasting.  Pollack 
did  not  respond,  however,  to  the  sound  made  by 
rubbing  a  wet  finger  on  the  glass  window  of  an 
aquarium  or  to  the  noise  made  by  striking  a  piece 
of  glass  under  water  with  a  stone,  provided  the 
means  of  producing  the  noise  was  not  seen  by  the 
fishes.  Bateson  concluded  that  while  it  may  be 
regarded  as  clear  that  fishes  perceive  the  sound  of 
sudden  shocks  and  concussions  when  these  are 
severe,  they  do  not  seem  to  hear  the  sounds  of  bodies 
moving  in  the  water  but  not  seen  by  them. 

Without  knowledge  of  Bateson's  observations, 
Kreidl  carried  out  a  series  of  experiments  with  the 
view  of  testing  the  powers  of  hearing  in  the  goldfish; 
This  species  was  chosen  because  of  the  ease  with 
which  it  could  be  kept  in  the  laboratory,  and, 
further,  because  it  is  one  of  those  fishes  that  have 
long  been  reputed  to  come  at  the  sound  of  a  bell.- 
After  an  extended  series  of  experiments,  Kreidl 
concluded  that  normal  goldfish  never  respond  to 
sounds  produced  either  in  the  air  or  in  the  water, 
though  they  do  react  to  the  shock  of  a  sudden  blow 
given  to  the  cover  of  the  aquarium.  Individuals 
rendered  abnormally  sensitive  by  strychnine  gave 
no  response  to  the  sound  of  a  tuning-fork  or  a 
vibrating-r'od;  even  when  tlie'se  wiere  in  contact  with 
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the  water,  though  the  fishes  responded  at  oucc  to 
such  shght  shocks  as  tapping  the  aquarium,  etc., 
or  even  clapping  the  hands  vigorously  in  the  air. 

To  test  whether  these  responses  were  dependent 
ui^on  the  auditory  nerves,  Kreidl  removed  these 
nerves  and  the  attached  ear-sacs  from  a  number  of 
individuals,  and  after  poisoning  them  with  strych- 
nine, subjected  them  to  stimulation  by  sound.  In 
all  cases  they  were  found  to  respond  precisely  as 
the  poisoned  animals  with  ears  did.  Kreidl,  there- 
fore, concluded  that  goldfishes  do  not  hear  by  the 
so-called  ear,  but  that  they  react  to  sound-waves  by 
means  of  an  especially  developed  cutaneous  sense, 
or,  to  put  it  in  other  words,  the  goldfish  feds  sound 
but  does  not  hear  it. 

After  having  reached  this  conclusion,  Kjeidl  was 
led  to  take  up  a  specific  case  of  the  response  of 
fishes  to  the  sound  of  a  bell,  and  an  opportunity  for 
doing  this  was  found  at  the  Benedictine  Monastery 
in  Krems,  Austria.  Here  the  trout  of  a  particular 
basin  were  said  to  come  for  food  on  the  ringing  of  a 
bell.  Kreidl,  however,  found  that  they  would 
assemble  at  sight  of  a  person  and  without  the 
ringing  of  the  bell.  If  they  were  not  then  fed,  they 
soon  dispersed,  and  no  amount  of  bell-ringing  would 
induce  them  to  return.  If,  however,  a  pebble  or  a 
small  piece  of  bread  was  thrown  into  the  water  they 
immediately  swam  vigorously  towards  the  spot 
where  the  disturbance  had  occurred.  Moreover,  if 
a  person  approached  the  basin  mthout  being  seen 
and  rang  the  bell  vigorously  no  response  was 
observed.  From  these  facts  Kreidl  concluded  that 
the  assemblage  of  the  fishes  was  brought  about 
tlu'ough  sight  and  the  cutaneous  sense,  and  not 
through  hearing,  and  that  the  conclusion  reached 
^^•ith  the  goldfish  might  be  extended  to  other  kinds 
of  fishes, 

(To  he  continued.) 


SOUTH  AUSTEALIAN  FISH  AND 
FISHING. 


Having  recently  received  the  following  from  my 
eldest  son,  who,  in  his  spare  intervals  of  unoccupied 
time  on  his  gold  claim,  is  getting  capital  sport 
among  fish  that  are  unknown  in  England  or  Europe, 
I  thought  what  he  tells  me  might  prove  interesting 


The  Cascade  ovkb  which  Kentucky  Ckeek 
Flows. 

to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette:  Heavy  rains 
having,  after  years  of  drought,  at  last  fallen  in  the 
back-blocks  of  New  South  Wales,  the  long  waited 
for  water  has  filled  Kentucky  Creek  and  enabled 
gold  seekers  to  cradle  the  diift  that  contains  the 
precious  ore.  But  "  gold  mining,"  he  says,  "  is 
\  ery  similar  to  fishing  :  sometimes  you  have  a  good 
haul  and  at  others  you  '  draw  a  blank  '  ;  but  I  still 
hope  to  capture  a  .371b.  pike  in  some  out  of  the  way 
corner  of  my  claim,  which  now  extends  to  ten  acres, 
without  comiting  an  outlying  reservoir,  tail-race, 
and  other  watercom'ses. 

'■  In  my  spare  hours  I  am  able  to  get  fairly  good 
Hshing,  and  thus  pursue  the  sport  I  used  to  enjoy 
when,  as  a  lad,  I  was  your  companion  on  the 
Thames,   Colne,   and  Lea.    On  Aug.    10,  when 


cradhng  some  drift  in  Kentucky  Creek,  I  saw  a  fish 
rise  at  something  on  the  water  ;  but  as  the  weather 
was  too  cold  for  flies  to  be  about,  I  turned  over 
some  logs,  caught  some  beetles,  threw  them  into  the 
creek,  and  presently  one  and  then  the  others  were 
seized.  Next  day  I  took  my  rod  and  went  to  a 
long,  deep  hole  about  a  mile  above  my  claim, 
baited  with  worms,  and  caught  fifteen  fisl),  some 
sUghtly  over  a  pound  in  weight. 

"  The  following  ^Vednesday,  in  two  hours  of  the 
afternoon,  I  captured  thiity,  and  the  next  week 
nine  in  half  an  hour.  Nobody  about  this  part  of 
N.  S.  Wales  ever  knew  of  hsh  to  be  in  Kentucky 
Ci'eek  ;  they  could  not  have  come  up  by  way  of 
Rocky  River  from  the  Maclea}^  River,  because  250 
yards  below,  where  my  tail-race  joins  the  Kentucky, 
there  is  a  large  mass  of  granite  boulders  that  dam 
up  the  waters  above,  which,  when  in  flood,  make  a 
cascade  falling  forty  feet  into  the  creek-bed  below, 
and  no  fish — nor  can  anything  else — surmount  this 
waterfall.  — 

"  Above  it  the  waterholes  are  never  dry  even  in 
the  longest  continued  drought.  From  inquiries 
made,  I  am  informed  that  many  years  ago  a  Mr. 
Frazer,  who  o^vned  Kentucky  sheejD  station,  put 
fish,  said  to  have  been  rainbow  trout,  into  the 
creek  about  three  miles  above  the  cascade,  where 
they  have  bred  and  multipUed  for  the  past  twelve 
years.  There  were  very  heavy  rainfalls  on  June  1 
last — namely,  3'79  inches  in  twenty-four  hours — 
when  the  fish  were  no  doubt  washed  down  to  the 
lower  and  deeper  parts  of  the  creek  ;  but  they  could 
not  get  beyond  the  cascade.  After  a  rush  of  water 
over  and  through  these  boulders,  much  gold-bearing 
drift  is  washed  to  the  lower  river-bed,  where  it  is 
not  at  all  uncommon  for  a  man  in  one  day  to  cradle 
out  as  much  as  2oz.  of  gold  grains  the  size  of  pins' 
heads,  of  so  pure  a  quahty  as  to  average  a  value  of 
82s.  6d.  per  ounce.  Mining  experts  affirm  that 
there  are  thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  gold  below 
these  boulders,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  get  at  it. 
The  mystery  is  how  these  massive  rocks  got  piled 
up." 

Possibly  they  were  conveyed  and  deposited  there 
by  ice  tens  of"  thousands  of  years  ago  during  the 
glacial  period,  and  formed  the  terminal  moraine  of 
the  valley  that  existed  then. 

"  I  have  made  you  a  sketch  of  one  of  the  fish 
that  weighed  lib.  ]2oz.— they  attain  31b.  They 
have  very  minute  scales,  and  are  slimy,  Uke 
tench ;  when  fresh  taken  from  the  water  they 
are  a  yellowish  bronze  colour,  turning  to  a  darker 
shade  when  dead,  and  have  black  bars  and  spots 
on  back,  but  no  red  spots. 

"  The  dorsal  fin  is  continuous  nearly  to  the  tail : 
and  the  first  ten  rays  of  it  are  spinous  Uke  that  of 
the  perch.  The  tail  (caudal  fin)  is  not  forked  ;  the 
ventrals  are  underneath  the  pectoral  fins  ;  the  body 
is  round  and  thick  set ;  eyes  well  forward  and 
looking  upward  ;  large  mouth  set  full  of  teeth  ; 
and  they  have  one  barbule  or  feeler  under  the  lower 
jaw.  A  specimen,  llin.  long  from  eye  to  tail, 
weighs  about  16oz. 

"  When  cooked  their  flesh  is  firm  and  white  ; 
they  are  excellent  eating.  Female  fish  were  full  of 
spawn  (Aug.  10)." 

My  son  asks  me  if  I  can  tell  him  what  kind  of 
fish  they  are  ;  or  is  it  a  fish  kno-sra  only  to  N.  S. 
Wales  ?  He  does  not  beUeve  they  are  rainbow 
trout.  I  have  consulted  Dr.  Giinther's  "  Study  of 
Fishes,"  and  the  fish  is  Arripis  solar  :  "  Three 
species  are  known  in  South  Australia  and  New 
Zealand.  They  are  named  by  the  colonists  salmon 
or  trout  from  their  elegant  form  and  Uvely  habits, 
and  from  the  sport  they  afiEord  to  the  angler." 
They  belong  to  the  Percidos. 

"  I  have  had  (Aug.  14)  another  couple  of  hours' 
fishing  in  the  creek  and  bagged  thiee  and  a  half 
dozen  of  these  fish,  several  of  wliich  1  placed  ali\e 
in  my  reservoir,  which  averages  three  feel  in  depth, 
as  the  females  were  full  of  spawn.  1  shall  await 
results.  Although  I  had  to  keep  tl\em  out  of  v\  atcr 
while  transferring  them  from  river  to  reservoir, 
they  appeared  none  the  worse  after  their  liberation 
and  noiK^  hav(^  since  died.  But  they  are  very 
diflicult  to  observe,  as  they  change  colour  to  suit 
their  different  surroundings.  One  portion  of  my 
'  dam  '  is  covered  with  black  sand  (where  I  pan  off 
the  gold),  and  the  remainder  of  the  bottom  is  yellow 
clay.  Fisli  resting  on  the  clay  assume  its  colour  ; 
when  they  arc  frightened  on  to  the  black  saixd  they 
in  a  short  time  turn  quite  a  dark  colour. 
C  "  There  are  no  fish  ^vhatever  in  the  creek  below 
the  cascade.  A  little  over  two  and  a  half  miles  up 
stream  beyond  my  claim  there  is  a  wool-scouring 


establishment,  and  &\>  j\  c  this  the  creek  has  "never 
been  dry,  even  through  the  long  continued  drought. 
Owing  to  this  seven  years'  drought  thsre  has  been 
no  grass,  and  therefore  no  sheep  and  no  wool  ; 
consequently  there  has  been  no  woal  washing.  But 


Abbipis  Salab  (South  Australia). 
Copied  from  Dr.  Giinther's  "  Stiulj'  of  Fishes." 

I  am  afraid  that  as  soon  as  the  wool  wash  starts 
again  and  gets  into  the  stream  the  fish  will  be 
poisoned ;  but  of  course  those  above  the  fell- 
mongery  works  will  be  all  right,  and  as  the  creek 
extends  to  about  thirteen  miles  above  where  I  have 
built  my  hut,  I  shall  be  able  to  get  plenty  of  fishing.'' 

Alfred  Jardink. 


PIKE  AND  PERCH  NETTING  ON 
LOUGH  CORRIB. 

PiKE-NETTINO.- 

In  1902  the  netting  operations  were  undertaken 
by  an  inspector  and  a  bailiff  belonging  to  the 
Board  of  Conservators,  Galway  District,  and  also 
by  two  bailiffs  engaged  by  the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Asso- 
ciation, specially  for  this  -work,  and  w'ho  had  to  be 
paid  by  the  week  throughout  the  spawning  season, 
which  lasts  from  March  1  to  about  the  middle  of 
April  At  this  time  of  the  year  storms  are  of  fre- 
quent occurrence,  and  while  they  last  it  is  impossible 
to  set  nets  with  any  chance  of  success  ;  consequently 
the  -men  are  often  idle  for  days. 

This  year  it  was  thought  advisable  not  to  engage 
men  by  the  week,  but  to  entrust  the  work  to  the  head 
water-bailiff,  who,  as  his  duties  required  him  to  be 
constantly  patrolling  the  lake,  would  have  excep- 
tional opportunities  of  knowing  when  and  where  to 
set  the  nets,  and  could  employ  men  by  the  day  when 
necessary. 

The  fish  began  to  come  in  on  their  spawning-beds 
about  March  11,  and  for  a  month  from  that  date 
netting  operations  were  carried  out,  unfortunately 
during  the  best  portion  of  the  spawning  season — 
namely,  from  March  18  to  March  27  ;  there  was  a 
succession  of  storms  which  precluded  all  possibiUty 
of  setting  the  nets.  The  following  is  the  result  of 
the  season's  operations :— March  11  to  April  11.— 
Number  of  pike  captured,  39  ;  weight,  o25lb.  ; 
total  wages  of  men  employed,  22s. ;  average  cost 
per  pike  captured,  7d.  ;  ditto  per  lb.,  id. 

Owing  to  the  abnormally  high  level  of  the  water 
in  the  lake,  the  highest  for  over  fifty  years,  many 
pike  obtained  access  to  and  spawned  in  depressions 
which  in  ordinary  years  would  be  beyond  the  in- 
fluence of  the  water.  -By  the  time  the  eggs  had 
hatched  out,  the  lake  had  fallen  to  its  normal  level, 
and  the  fiy  were  unable  to  reach  the  lake.  During 
the  month  of  May  and  June  thousands  of  young  fry 
were  found  dead  in  these  depressions  all  along  the 
shore  of  the  lake.  One  day  in  June,  while  walking 
along  the  shore  of  the  lake,  in  search  of  May  Flies, 
the  hon.  secretary's  attsntion  was  drawn  to  one  of 
these  depressions  by  seeing  large  numbers  of  gulls 
and  terns  hovering  over  it.  and  on  going  to  the  spot 
he  found  sevei-al  thousands  of  fry  in  a  small  pool  of 
water,  many  of  them  dead,  while  those  that  ir- 
mained  aUvc  were  being  rapidly  carried  away  by 
the  birds  to  feed  their  yoimg. 

Li  the  three  years  during  which  netting  opci  ations 
have  been  carried  on  201  pike,  weighing  20101b., 
have  l)cen  captured  :  this,  of  course,  is  very  little 
for  a  large  lake  like  L  jugh  Corrib,  still  considering 
the  very  Umitcd  funds  at  the  dispo.^al  of  the  asso- 
ciation, the  result  is  fairly  good. 

Whether  it  is  the  result  of  the  netting  operations 
or  due  to  unfavouiable  fishing  weather,  the  year 
just  passed  has  been  one  of  the  worst  for  pike 
fishing  for  manv  years,  very  few  lish  of  any  size 
having  been  caught  by  trolling.  During  the  year 
imder  review  no  returns  were  received  from  tin- 
inspector  under  the  Bjard  of  ConservatDrs  as  to  the 
number  of  pike  captured  by  him. 
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PjiKCH-NETTlNG. 

^  To  net  perch  succsssfuUy  in  Lough  Corrib  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  bright,  hot,  cahn 
weather;  the  shoals  of  fish  can  then  ba  easily 
located  and  surrounded  with  nets,  During  the 
past  season  the  above  kuid  of  weather  has  been 
conspicuous  by  its  absence,  with  the  result  that  no 
operations  were  carried  out. 

j  In  conclusion,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  will  be  pleased  to  accord  their  sanction  to 
a  continuance  of  the  netting  operations  both  as 
regards  pike  and  perch  for  the  next  year,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Conservators,  Gal  way 
District.  Scrope  B.  Doig, 

Oughterard,  Hon.  Secretary  Corrib 

Co.  Galway.         Fisheries'  Association. 


FKESH-WATER  AQUAKIA.* 
Bv  THE  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C 


(Continued  from  [hujc  318.) 
CHAPTER   XI.  —continued.: 

I'isidium  roseiun  is  also  found  in  w  eedy  ponds  and 
ditches.  The  shell  is  oblong,  and  is  about  j\.in.  in 
length,  but  in  other  respects  it  is  very  like  that  of 
the  last  species.  It  receives  its  specific  name  from 
the  rose-colour  of  the  upper  part  of  its  body. 

The  Unionidce  are  more  commonly  called  Mussels 
than  any  of  the  other  fresh-water  bivalves.  >Some 
of  them  are  ovoviparous,  while  others  are  oviparous. 
They  live  in  rivers,  lakes,  and  ponds  throughout 
Britain,  and  they  feed  upon  the  vegetable  and 
animal  matter  which  they  extract  from  the  water, 
as  well  as  upon  Entomostraca  and  other  minute 
animals.  Each  individual  of  this  family  is  both 
male  and  female.  In  winter  they  bury  tlaemselves 
in  the  mud.  These  animals,  instead  of  having  one 
or  two  siphons,  Uke  the  Sphariidce,  have  two  orifices. 
The  lower  orifice,  which  is  bearded,  is  used  for 
respiration,  and  the  upper  orifice,  which  is  beardless 
or  simple,  serves  for  getting  I'id  of  that  from  which 
the  animal  has  extracted  all  nutriment.  The  foot 
is  large  and  tongue-shaped. 

The  Unionidce  are  cUvided  into  two  genera, 
namely,  (1)  Unio,  (2)  Anodonta.  The  former  genus 
possesses  two  species,  and  the  latter  only  one. 

The  Uniones  are  oviparous,  and  some  of  them 
contain  pearls  ;  hence  the  generic  name  of  Unio. 

Unio  tmnidus  (Fig.  147)  is  a  handsome  bivalve, 
found  in  the  sluggish  and  stagnant  water  of  nearly 


Fig.  147.    Unio  tumidus. 

every  part  of  Britain.  It  is  occasionally  sold  by 
dealers  in  aquarium  necessaries  as  the  "  Duck 
Mussel."  It  is  useful  and  interesting  in  tlie  tank, 
where  at  times  it  is  rather  active  in  its  movements, 
leaving  long  grooves  behind  it  in  the  sand  and 
gravel,  as  it  travels  from  spot  to  spot.  The  upper 
orifice  is  a  short  brownish  tube,  and  the  lower  or 
branchial  orifice  is  somewhat  hghtcr  in  colour.  The 
shell  has  a  swollen  appearance  (lience  the  specific 
name)  in  comparison  with  some  other  shells  of  this 
family.  It  is  about  2:^in.  long,  lin.  high,  and  fin. 
'  thick,  and  of  a  yellowish-brown  colour,  the  lines  of 
growth  being  well  marked.  The  umbones  are 
towards  the  anterior  extremity,  and  turn  a  little 
inwards.  The  antcrioi'  side  slopes  away  towards 
the  ventral  margin,  and  the  posterior  side  or  cikI 
tapers  to  a  wcdgc-liUc  jjoint.  Tlie  luiudc  is  narrow, 
and  the  ligament  short  and  prominent.  There  arc 
four  strong  teeth  attached  to  the  hinge — two  car- 
dinal and  two  lateral.  The  muscular  scars  are  quite 
tlistinct.  M.  Moquin  Tandon  is  reported  to  have 
said  that  this  animal  in  July  and  August  emits 
small  elongated  pointed  masses,  each  containing 
about  100  eggs,  and  a  single  mollusc  of  this  species 

■  *  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 


has  been  known  to  lay  about  150  of  such  masses  in 
a  few  days. 

Unio  pictorum  is  a  species  found  in  the  sluggish 
and  stagaant  water  of  England,  but  not,  it  is  said, 
farther  north  than  Yorkshire.  The  foot  of  the 
animal  is  reddish.  The  orifices  are  very  like  those 
of  U.  tiunidusi  The  shell  is  about  2|in.  long  and 
more  than  lin.  high  ;  it  is  not  so  thick  as  that  of  the 
last  species,  and  altogether  has  a  slimmer  appear- 
ance. The  colour  is  yellowish-brown,  marked  with 
darker  btown  bands.  The  anterior  side  slopes  away 
towards  the  ventral  margin,  which  is  almost  straight. 
The  posterior  side  gradually  tapers  each  way,  but 
principally  from  the  dorsal  margin,  until  it  comes 
to  a  round  point.  The  umbones  are  towards  the 
anterior  extremity,  and  turn  a  little  in.  Both  the 
lunule  and  the  hgament  are  rather  long  ;  the  former 
is  narrow.  There  are  four  teeth,  but  they  are  not 
so  strong  as  those  of  U.  tumidus.  The  muscular 
scars  are  distinct,  and  the  palUal  scar  is  not.  One 
individual  of  this  species  has  been  said  to  lay  the 
extraoidinary  number  of  220,000  eggs  during  the 
months  of  May,  June,  and  July.  The  shells  of  this 
bivalve  in  former  days  were  used  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  the  painter's  colours — hence  its  specific 
name.  At  the  present  time  they  may  be  purchased 
containing  gold  and  silver  leaf. 

Unio  manjaritijer  is  especially  the  "  ])earl- bear- 
ing "  mussel,  as  its  specific  name  implies.  It  is 
chiefly  found  in  the  rivers  of  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts of  Britain.  Beautiful  and  valuable  pearls 
have  at  various  times  been  found  in  this  and  other 
species  of  the  Unionidce.  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell, 
in  his  book  on  "  Pike  and  other  Coarse  Fish," 
mentions  a  boy  who.  while  fishing  for  trout  in  the 
Chapel  Brook,  near  Tweed  Mill,  Coldstream,  caught 
a  large  Mussel  (the  species  is  not  given)  which  con- 
tained no  less  than  "  forty  fine  pearls  of  different 
sizes,  some  of  which  were  thought  to  be  worth  ten 
shilUngs  each." 

The  body  of  U.  margaritifer  is  a  dirty  grey,  and 
its  foot  is  large,  tongue-shaped,  and  reddish -brown. 
The  shell  is  about  4in.  long  and  2in.  high,  oblong, 
compressed,  and  of  a  darker  colour  than  the  rest  of 
the  UnionidcK.  The  umbones,  which  are  more  often 
eroded  in  this  species  than  in  any  other  of  the  genus, 
are  placed  towards  the  anterior  extremity,  which  is 
fairly  evenly  rounded.  The  posterior  side  slopes 
away  from  the  dorsal  margin.  The  ventral  margin 
is  almost  straight,  the  hgament  is  very  long,  and  the 
lunule  is  inconspicuous.  The  muscular  and  palhal 
scars  are  very  distinct. 

The  Anodontce  are  the  largest  of  our  fresh- water 
bivalves,  sometimes  measuring  as  much  as  5in.  in 
length  and  Sin.  in  height,  and  they  should  not, 
therefore,  be  introduced  into  a  tank  unless  it  is  very 
large  and  the  sand  and  gravel  at  its  bottom  are 
deep  in  proportion. 

Anodonta  cygnea  (Fig.  148)  is  the  only  species  of 
the  genus  which  is  found  in  Britain.  Various 
varieties  have  often  been  taken  for  different  species, 
but  I  think  now  it  is  generally  considered  that  there 
is  only  this  sohtary  species.  The  body  of  the 
animal  is  greyish,  slightly  tinged  with  yellow  or 
red.  The  foot  is  broad,  and  of  a  dirty  yellow  colour. 
The  shell  is  oblong,  thin,  yellowish -green,  or  some- 
times rusty  brown,  and  the  valves  are  rather  swollen. 
The  umbones  are  placed  towards  the  anterior  end, 
which  slopes  away  rather  suddenly  in  the  direction  of 
the  ventral  margin.  The  upper  part  of  the  posterior 
side  has  a  "  cut-away  "  or  flattened  appearance. 
There  are  no  teeth  attached  to  the  hinge— hence  the 
generic  name.    The  muscular  scars  are  indistinct. 


It  has  the  power  of  living  for  a  long  time  out  of 
water.  It  also  possesses  a  byssus,  by  means  of 
which  it  is  able  to  ettach  itself  firmly  to  shells  of  the 
larger  Conchifera,  wood,  stones,  etc.  The  shell  is 
described  by  the  author  of  the  excellent  httle  book, 
"  Lakes  and  Rivers,"  as  "  oblong,  rising  in  a  sharp 
keel  in  the  middle  of  each  valve  and  flattened  below, 
pointed  at  the  end  or  beak,  and  gradually  but 
obUquely  widening  towards  the  front,  solid  but  not 
glossy.  Beneath  the  epidermis  it  is  purplish-brown. 
The  beaks  (umbones)  are  terminal."  This  bivalve 
is  now  found  in  slow-running  water  in  many  parts 
of  England.  It  is  said  that  it  has  even  been  dis- 
covered clinging  to  the  inside  of  some  of  the  London 
iron  water-pipes. 

CHAPTER  XII. 
Water-beetles. 

It  will  be  wise  before  introducing  any  beetles  into 
an  ordinary  aquarium  to  accustom  them  to  feed 
upon  that  "food  with  which  in  the  future  they  will 
be  provided — for  example,  pieces  ot  raw  meat  or 
garden-worms.  All  worms  should  be  killed  by  dash- 
ing them  suddenly  to  the  ground  ;  their  death  is  then 
painless.  It  is  not  a  pleasant  sight  to  see  a  poor 
worm  struggUng  and  writhing  while  in  the  clutcheii 
of  several  beetles.  Most  beetles,  however,  though 
they  may  do.  if  carefully  treated,  little  or  no  harm 
to  the  usual  inhabitants  of  a  tank,  are  more  interest- 
ing, satisfactory,  and  ornamental  in  an  aquarium 
which  is  entirely  given  up  to  their  use. 

Aquatic  beetles  are  not  only  ornamental  and  very 
interesting  in  an  aquarium,  but  not  a  few  of  them 
are  useful  there.  All  of  them,  however,  are  not 
suitable  for  the  ordinary  tank,  as  some  are  too  small 
and  others  too  predaceous,  but  they — both  the 
small  and  the  predaceous  ones — are  quite  deserving, 
of  a  place  in  portable  and  separate  aquaria,  where 
their  forms  and  habits  will  afford  much  pleasure  and 
instruction.  Many  of  these  coleoptera,  which  must 
not  be  trusted  among  defenceless  inhabitants  of  the 
water,  -will  look  well  and  thrive  in  those  vessels 
which  are  kept  for  beautiful  and  interesting  aquatic 
plants — plants,  I  mean,  which  are  too  choice  or  too 
delicate  to  be  trusted  near  hungry  snails  or  strong 
and  active  fish.  Under  such  circumstances  care 
should  be  taken  to  give  the  beetles  just  enough  food 
to  satisfy  them,  but  not  enough  to  run  the  risk  of 
corrupting  the  water,  which  ought  always  to  be, 
and  will  always  be  if  the  httle  necessary  attention 
is  regularly  given,  perfectly  clear. 

Coleoptera  are  generally  classified  in  four  sections, 
according  to  the  number  of  the  joints  in  their  tarsi 
or  feet :  Trimera,  Tetramera,  Heieromera,  and  Pen- 
tamera.  Those  possessing  feet  having  five  joints 
are  placed  in  the  Pentamera,  which  contains  most 
of  the  aquatic  beetles.  And  to  two  famihes  of  this 
section  are  confined  nearly  all  the  coleoptera  with 
which  we  have  to  do  in  this  chapter,  namely,  the 
Dytiscidce  and  the  Htjdrophilidce.  The  former 
family  belongs  to  the  sub-division  Hydradephaga 
(aquatic  carnivorous  beetles)  of  the  tribe  Adephaga 
(predaceous  beetles),  and  the  species  are  therefore 
carnivorous.  The  Hydro philidce  are  herbivorous, 
and  are  members  of  the  only  family  of  the  tribe 
Palpicornia  (possessing  long  and  slender  palpi). 
[To  be  continued.) 


Fig.  148.  Anouonta 


This  species  is  commonly  called  the  "  Swan  Mussel." 
I  suppose  because  the  swans  are  fond  of  feeding 
upon  it.  . 

Dreissena  polymorpha  is  a  curious  and  beautiful 
little  mussel,  first  described  as  a  native  of  this 
country  by  Mr.  J.  de  Carle  Sowerby  in  the  year 
1824.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  introduced  here 
by  clinging  to  the  timber  brought  from  the  Volga. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks.— The  river  is  now 
c\co-HUngly  clear,  but  several  good  roach  and  pike 
ha\o  been  taken  during  the  week,  despite  the 
(  luiugcablo  atuiospbero.  Lumsden,  at  Dateliet,  has 
lia  I  a  brace  of  chub,  scaling  41b.  each.  Tliey  were 
caiifjbt  whilst  dace  tisliino:.  At  Kingst.ni,  .Air.  F 
Sands  ha.s  had  sonic  good  sized  roacli,  and  the  rt'ports 
from  up  the  river  all  speak  of  very  fair  sport  being 
iiad.  Deep  water  must  now  be  fished,  and  the  fish 
have  worked  out  into  the  stream,  although  the  latter 
is  still  fairly  fast.  Anglers  are  lioping  tor  a  fresliet. 
— F.  H.  Ami'hlett. 

 (Henley). — ^The    water    is    still    in  good 

condition  but  now  on  the  clear  side  with  a  good 
stream  running;  sport  has  not  been  good  duruig  tlie 
past  week,  although  here  and  there  some  decent 
bags  of  roach  have  been  made,  and  several  nice  jack, 
lip  to  71b.,  have  come  to  the  net.  I  hear  of  one 
nice  lot  of  perch  havuig  been  caught ;  these  fish  of  a 
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takeable  size  want  a  lot  of  finding ;  plenty  of  small 
ones  are  to  he  found.  A  few  chub  have  been  taken, 
roach  are  not  feeding  well  at  present.  Rougli  winds 
have  been  very  much  against  sueces^fnl  angling  lately. 
.An  angler,  while  fishing  witli  (1.  .Ai  lett,  the  other 
day,  hooked  a  .sin.T.ll  pike  on  patctnostei-  tackle, 
which  ran  him  into  a  sunken  bougli,  and  the  fish 
wa.s  lost.  In  recovering  the  tackle  the  gut  of  the 
paternoster  got  s<iinevvli;\t  fr.ayed,  and  wiiile  another 
was  being  .soaked  tlic  angler  had  another  run  on 
the  damaged  tackle,  whicli  broke  on  the  fish  being 
struck.  The  paternoster  that  had  previously  been 
put  in  soak  was  now  brought  into  use  and  the 
punt  dropped  about  twelve  yards  down  stream. 
The  angler  had  another  run,  the  fish  taking 
off  about  twenty  yards  of  line  from  the  reel 
on  being  struck ;  it  afforded  a  good  bit  of  sport, 
and  when  brought  to  the  net  you  may  judge  the 
surprise  of  the  angler  when  he  found  that  the 
paternoster  which  he  had  broken  away  with  scarcely 
five  minutes  before  was  in  the  jaw  of  the  fish  he 
had  just  caught ;  it  weighed  51b.  The  above  reads 
like  a  fishing  story,  but  I  know  it  to  be  absolutely 
true.  Does  "  pricking  a  fish  put  him  off  the  feed, 
and  have  they  any  feeling  ?  " — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ring~wood). — The  river  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  all-round  angling.  Mr.  F.  Loncon  has 
had  some  fairly  good  takes  of  roach,  perch,  and 
pike  diu'ing  the  past  week. — M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeacli). — Mild  ,  days 
and'  fro.st  at  night  have  been  experienced  on  this 
river  for  the  past  week,  and  the  Cam  is  reduced  in 
the  volume  of  water,  which  is  now  in  splendid 
colour  for  all  round  angling.  Not  so  many  anglers 
out  this  week,  but  those  in  pursuit  of  the  pike,  both 
with  the  artificial  and  live  bait,  have  had  decent 
sport — up  to  4|lb.  each.  Roach  fishing,  except 
midday  in  most  cases,  has  been  slow,  but  bait 
size  have  been  resoi'ted  to  with  the  gentle  and  boiled 
wheat  with  success.  Prospects  for  pike  good. — 
John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — Some  of  the  Bodmin  fishers 
have  been  doing  very  well  with  the  salmon,  the 
Camel  .showing  by  far  the  best  sport,  Mr.  Oliver 
and  Mr.  Marks,  among  others,  getting  one  or  two 
good  fish.  The  run  has  by  no  means  ceased  yet,  so 
late  are  the  Cornish  rivers,  but  only  this  week 
remains  for  fishing,  Nov.  30  being  the  last  day  of 
the  season.  The  water  is  in  good  condition. — 
Bodmin. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — In  the  Exe,  thanks 
to  a  favourable  change  of  weather,  some  pike  and 
roach  have  been  caught,  also  a  few  perch,  both  in 
the  main  river  and  in  the  Exwick  and  Cowley 
neighbourhood.  In  the  canal  some  perch  and  pike 
and  a  few  roach  have  been  taken  with  live  bait  and 
paste  respectively.  As  evidence  of  the  present 
genial  Devon  climate,  I  may  mention  that  at  Teign- 
mouth  Mr.  French,  a  resident  there,  has  picked 
some  large  ripe  strawberries  in  his  garden  within 
the  last  fortnight,  and  there  are  several  more  nearly 
ripe.  Some  white  and  coloured  primroses  are  also 
to  be  seen.  At  Exmouth  also  some  of  the  gardens 
near  the  sea  front  are  attractive,  and  present  a 
pleasant  appearance  with  their  display  of  flowers, 
and  at  the  latter  place  about  a  week  ago  I  saw 
opposite  the  Warren  scores  of  sea-gulls  chasing  the 
small  fish  coming  inland.  Over  400  cormorants  Rave 
been  recorded  among  the  slain  during  the  past 
season,  and  there  is  already  an  improved  condition 
of  things  in  consequence,  as  evinced  by  the  increased 
number  of  small  fish  generally.  Pollack  have  been 
taken  at  the  pier  and  in  the  docks  with  both  fly  and 
ragworm,  Mr.  Mostyn  securing  several,  one  over  21b. 
The  following  anglers  also  scored :  Messrs.  White, 
Popkin,  Grant,  Beck,  and  others.  There  are  a 
number  of  smelt  in  the  docks  and  at  the  entrance, 
and  they  are  of  good  size.  Mullet  are  to  be  seen 
bvit  not  caught,  as  they  appear  off  the  feed  at 


present.    Weather  fine  and  clear,  prospects  good. — 
Red  Palmer. 
Fen  District  (Sontli  Lines  and  Cambs).- 

Angling  is  not  quite  so  good  tiiis  weok  as  it  bid 
fair  to  be  a  week  ago.  Tliero  iiave  been  a  few  perch, 
rudd,  and  jack  taken,  the  latter  by  the  aid  of  Hve 
bait  and  the  former  with  dew-worm.  Many  of  the 
drains  are  in  capital  condition,  most  of  the  bottom 
weed  is  cleared  away  by  the  rushing  waters,  and 
altogether  it  may  be  said  that  fishing  is  enjoyable. 
Most  work  has  been  done  probably  at  different 
places  on  the  Forty-foot,  and  probably  most 
business  has  been  done  this  week  among  pike 
about  the  middle  reaches  near  Billingborough. 
Some  of  the  best  fish  have  gone  up  to  about  101b. 
Not  a  great  deal  has  been  done  in  the  Wisbech 
district. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy).— Water  in 
first-class  order  for  all-round  angling.  Roach,  pike, 
and  perch  are  feeding  well.  Roach  up  to  1  [lb.  and 
pike  8 Jib.  ha\-e  been  seciu'ed  during  the  week. — 
Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  weather  has  not 
been  favourable  for  roach  fishing  this  past  week — 
on  Wednesday  it  was  very  cold  and  boisterous — 
and  sport  has  fallen  off  in  this  connection.  At  Rye 
House,  however,  roach  up  to  l|lb.  have  been 
landed,  and  the.se  fish  ha\'e  been  secured  at  other 
stations.  At  St.  Margaret's,  last  week,  a  pike  of 
l.^lb.  12oz.  was  landed,  .mfi  on  Nov.  22,  pike 
weighing,  it  is  estimated,  1 01b.  and  H]h.  were 
captured  in  tiio  Waltham  .Abbey  district.  Fine 
tackle  is  now  necessary  for  roach,  the  water  being 
clear. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  water  is  in  grand  condi- 
tion now,  and  the  fish  are  feeding  well.  Roach  have 
been  had  up  to  171b.  per  rod.  The  average  bag  per 
angler  was  about  101b.  Best  pike  obtained  during 
the  week  weighed  71b. — P.  W.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arro'V  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are 
running  into  good  order  for  fishing,  and  are  in 
better  condition  for  fly  fishing  than  they  have  been 
for  weeks.  The  weather  has  been  cold  and  frosty 
at  night,  followed  by  fine  sunshiny  days,  and  has 
brought  grayling  on  the  feed ;  they  have  been 
inclined  to  rise  at  midday  at  Red  Tag,  Whirling 
Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  Iron 
Blue,  and  Red  Palmer.  Grasshopper  fishing  and 
worm  and  maggot  fishing  have  accounted  for  some 
good  fish,  and  prospects  for  next  week  are  good. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

Onse  (Holywell  Ferry). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  all-round  angling,  and  the  results  of 
the  floods  are  showing  just  now — as  everyone  comes 
in  witli  a  big  take.  Mr.  Maclean  has  been  dividing 
his  time  among  the  different  icinds  pretty  equally, 
his  best  jack  going  101b.  On  Nov.  24  and  25  we 
got  among  the  big  roach,  taking  forty  in  six  hours, 
largest  lilb.  and  not  one  under  |lb.,  and  half-a- 
dozen  good  perch.  Mr.  Atkinson  also  took  a  splen- 
did lot  of  pike,  but  none  beyond  his  9^-pounder  of 
last  week.  Roach  are  taking  lobs.  Mr.  Norgah  also 
had  pike  up  to  81b.  Out  of  his  little  lot,  Mr.  Mac- 
lean sent  601b.  up  to  his  friends  in  London — just  as 
a  "taster." — A.  Scabd. 

  (Huntingdon). — Water  still  in  excellent 

condition,  fish,  and  particularly  pike,  feeding 
exceedingly  well ;  large  numbers  are  being  taken 
by  local  anglers.  A  few  nice  bream  have  also  been 
caught.    Prospects  excellent. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

  (St.  Neots). — Water  in  excellent  condition, 

and  pike  feeding  well.  Several  fish  taken,  but  ijo 
pike  over  81b.  or  91b.  Mr.  Gairdner  took  a  nice 
roach  of  about  21b.  at  Gt.  Paxton. — F.  Beeson. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Water  still  in  splendid 
colour  and  stream  for  angling  of  any  kind,  and, 
with  the  colder  weather  we  are  now  having,  baskets 
are  gradually  getting  better.  Some  very  fair  baskets 
of  roach  are  being  taken,  going  up  to  151b.,  largest 
fish  lib.  5oz.  ;  gentles,  paste,  or  bread  crust  being 
the  best  bait.  Several  jack  are  now  being  caught, 
but  nothing  heavy.  Live  baiting  or  spinning  with 
a  natural  bait  are  the  best  styles  at  present. — 
W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Sivers  and  Cbicbester  Canal.  — 
The  weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  wished. 
Rivers  have  fined  down,  and  both  pike  and  perch 
have  fed  freely.  From  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Ouse  a  nice  pike  of  8^1b.  was  taken  recently  with 
live  snap,  and  a  Iieavy  fish  lost  by  its  passing  under 
sunken  timber.  Roach  up  to  LJlb.  have  been  taken 
with  worm.  Small  pike  (heaviest  61b.)  and  roach 
up  to  l^^lb.  are  notified  from  the  lower  reaches.  At 
Chichester  Canal  Mr.  Kimberlake,  of  Selsea,  spiiming 
in  the  basin  with  spoon,  captured  a  well-conditioned 
pike  of  111b.,  but  the  weeds  and  sunken  timber  here 
necessitate  sm'face  spinning  with  a  light  lead.  A 
host  of  good  tackle  has  been  lost  by  fouling,  and 
the  landing  of  tin  kettles  and  dead  dogs  Ls  not  un- 
frequent,  Pike  of  5  Jib.,  41b.,  and  srnall-er  have  been 


taken,  and  a  few  good  perch  during  the  week. — 
George  F.  Saltek. 

Teme  Ludlow).— The  Tome  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down,  and  has  greatly  improved  since  lust 
week,  and  is  running:  in  capital  order  for  grayling 
fishing.  The  water  is  clear  and  a  nico  level,  and 
grayi  ng  have  been  rising  between  12  and  3  p.m.  in 
the  day.  Tlic  weather  has  been  fine  with  cold,  frosty 
nights.  Rain  fe!l  on  Monday  night,  but  did  not  alter 
the  water.  A  good  few  rods  have  been  out 
of  late,  and  have  used  fly,  maggot,  worm,  and  grass- 
hopper. The  flies  to  use  are  the  Red  Tag,  Willow. 
Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Silver  Twist.  Piko 
have  been  well  on  the  feed  of  late,  and  it  is  good 
news  to  anglers  to  know  that  they  are  being  reduced 
in  several  stretches  of  the  river  where  they  have 
played  havoc  with  the  trout.  On  Monday,  C. 
Smith,  under  Whitcliffe,  landed  one  of  71b.,  and  in 
the  afternoon  took  one  of  51b.  and  another  of  21b. 
In  the  Castle  Pound  several  pike  from  41b.  to  61b. 
have  been  landed.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
some  nice  grayling  were  landed  with  fly.  Salmon 
are  now  to  be  seen  in  the  water  under  Whitcliffe 
and  in  the  upper  waters.  Prospects  for  sport  good. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwj'cho  are  all  running 
in  good  order,  and  sport  has  been  had  this  week. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 

cleared  nicely  and  gone  down,  and  is  running  in 
good  Older  for  fishing,  and  in  better  condition  than 
it  has  been  for  montlis.  The  weather  has  been  cold, 
but  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  got  out,  the 
cold  nights  and  fine  days  having  brought  gray- 
ling more  on  the  feed  ;  the  larger  fish  are  sporting 
better  in  tliLs  part,  and  good  sport  should  bo  had 
with  fly,  maggot,  and  grasshopper.  Several  rods 
have  been  out,  and  some  nice  sized  fish  landed. — 
Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — A  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  some 
good  roach  and  dace  have  been  killed  with  worm  and 
maggot.  One  basket  of  fiftesn  dace  was  taken  on 
the  George  Hotel  water  at  Chollerford,  North  Tyne. 
Mr.  Holmes,  fishing  the  Tyne  at  Corbridge  on 
Nov.  21,  killed  a  nice  basket  of  roach  and  dace 
with  maggot  and  worm.  Mr.  Shaw,  fishing  the 
Till,  killed  seven  good  grayling,  two  were  17in.  and 
18in.  in  length,  while  a  club  member  nearly  filled 
his  creel.  We  require  a  week's  frost  before  grayling 
are  properly  on  the  worm,  then  I  have  no  doubt 
some  heavy  baskets  will  be  taken.  The  Glen,  I  am 
told  from  an  old  angler,  is  full  of  this  beautiful 
fish. — Henry'  a.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
8  and  10,  Grainger-streot,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). — Fishuig 
in  the  mISin  river  has  at  no  place  been  .strikingly 
successful  ill  the  Witham  district  this  week.  But 
accounts  from  the  tributaries  have  more  interest. 
Glorious  weather  favoured  the  few  who  \isited 
Southrey,  and  several  of  them  brought  away  nice 
baskets  of  pike,  perch,  and  roach.  One  angler 
had  got  two  good  pike,  another  had  two  fan* 
samples  of  roach,  another  a  good  show  of  roach  and 
perch,  one  of  the  latter  turning  the  scale  at  21b. 
About  Dogdj'ke  sport  has  occasionally  been  very 
good.  At  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  canal  live 
bait  and  spirming  have  been  successful;  beyond 
this  there  is  nothing  important.  From  the  Bain 
we  have  a  lot  of  fine  roach  shown  by  different 
anglers.  One  had  also  a  few  nice  perch,  rudd, 
and  jack.  From  the  Sincil  Dj'ke  and  the 
old  Barlings  river  we  hear  of  a  few  captures. 
From  Coningsby  Mill  a  few  chub  were  captured, 
and  some  good  ones  from  the  Stanch  holes  on  the 
way  to  Horncastle.  Latest  accounts  say  perch 
have  been  freely  taken  above  Tattershall  Bridge. 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  very  rough  and 
boisterous,  which  is  very  imfavourable  for  fl^'- 
fishing,  and  at  times  it  has  been  too  rough  even  for 
bottom  fishing,  although  se\-eral  nice  catches  of 
grayling  ha\  e  been  obtained  by  the  latter  mode  of 
fishing.  Mr.  Kirkland,  fishing  the  Darleydale 
Club  water,  has  taken  two  and  three  brace  on 
several  occasions ;  also  a  local  angler,  fishing  the 
Homesford  water  and  the  Whatstandwell  portion 
of  the  Derwent,  has  secured  several  very  good 
baskets  of  grayling  and  a  few  roach  as  well.  Fly 
fishing  is  almost  at  an  end  for  thissea.son,  the  water 
still  keeping  too  high  ;  when  fishable  with  the  fly, 
use  Needle  Fly.  Grey  Palmer,  Silver  Dim,  Red  Tag, 
and  Furnace  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Tare,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse,  etc. 
(Yorks). — There  has  been  a  variety  of  weather 
during  the  last  few  days.  We  have  had  wind,  rain, 
hail,  and  sleet,  which  have  been  against  anglers. 
The  Yore  ha.s  had  a  fresh,  and  fair  sport  has  been 
met  with  in  the  upper  reaches.  Prior  to  the  freshet, 
some  good  sport  had  been  met  with  :  in  the  Danby 
water  Mr.  J.  Blades  and  the  Rev.  Father  Murphy 
got  forty-one'grayling.  In  the  district  of  Middlehain 
some  nice  catches  of  pike  have-  been  got  daily.  The 
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Cover  has  also  been  fishing  fair.Mr.  H.  Caley  and  other 
anglers  have  had  sport  amongst  the  grayling.  Sport 
has  only  been  moderate  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and 
Rlpon.  Sport  amongst  the  coarse  fisli  has  been  fail' 
at  Boroughbridge.  An  angler  called  at  the  depot  and 
s  lys  sport  was  good  last  Saturday,  he  himself  coming 
away  with  about  121b.  of  roach!  Some  small  jack 
have  also  been  caught  during  the  week.  The  Swale 
has  also  been  slightly  coloured.  Sport  has  not  been 
so  good,  but  in  the  Wiske  anglers  have  done  fairly  well 
amongst  th°  roach  and  dace.  The  Wharfe  has  been 
in  nice  trim,  and  although  few  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  upper  reaches,  there  has  been  a  decided 
improvement  in  sport  at  Appletreewick,  Burnsall, 
and  Ilkley.  Very  little  has  been  done  at 
Pool  or  Harewood  Bridge,  but  some  nice 
baskets  of  fish  have  fallen  to  the  anglers 
at  Collingham,  Wetherby,  and  Boston  Spa. 
Matters  have  been  quiet  in  the  Rye,  Costa,  and 
Pickering  Beck,  but  a  few  nice  grayling  have  been 
picked  up  in  tliese  streams.  Everywhere  the  fish 
are  now  taking  the  worm  in  preference  to  the  fly  or 
maggot ;  but  a  few  fish  are  to  be  taken  with  the 
Dark  Needle  and  Blue  Hawk,  which  I  consider  are 
the  two  best  mid-winter  flies  I  know,  and  prefer 
them  to  any  of  the  fancy  flies.— John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland,— Several  over-night  frosts 
have  been  experienced,  bringing  down  the  rivers  to 
their  normal  size,  while  a  slight  fall  of  snow  has 
also  occurred  among  the  higher  Grampians,  but  not 
lasting  long  enough  to  be  of  much  effect.  Old  anglers 
put  great  trusts  in  a  storm  before  Christmas,  rather 
than  one  at  it,  or  after  it,  as  filling  up  the  corries 
and  giving  plenty  of  late  spring  and  summer  waters. 
A  taste  of  the  old-fashioned  winter  would  be  by 
no  means  mi  welcome  just  now,  and  appearances 
are  at  present  in  favour  of  it.  The  head  of 
fish  on  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Don  is  enormous,  and 
a  most  successful  spawning  season  is  e\-erywhere 
being  experienced.  Poashers  have  been  busy  on  the 
North  Esk  and  other  ri\ers,  and  this  will  be  the 
case  as  long  as  there  is  an  open  market  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  fish.  When  once  the  Tweed  closes  the 
output  of  the  poacher  will  then  be  entirely  cut  off. 
On  the  Keith' Hall  Don  waters  the  Earl  and  party 
have  not  had  a  better  season  for  the  past  dozen 
years.  A  good  few  rock  or  sea  anglers  a-e  still 
getting  some  sport  along  the  coast,  and  enjoying 
fairly  good  weather. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Under  favourable  weather  and  water  conditions, 
spoit  continues  to  be  very  good.  There  se\ms  to  be 
an  amount  of  rivalry  in  record  breaking  among 
spoitsmen  this  season.  One  gentleman,  Mr.  Perkins, 
of  Carhani  Hall,  is  reported  to  have  had  twenty-one 
salmon  last  Saturday  (Nov.  21),  and  twenty  on  last 
Friday  (Nov.  20),  in  all  between  eighty  and  ninety 
fish  for  the  week.  Mr.  McCulloch,  on  Floors  Under 
Water,  continues  to  liave  excellent  sport.  There 
being  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  it  only  requires  the 
weather  to  keep  all  right  so  as  to  have  a  grand 
finale  to  the  present  season  this  week. — Ma.xwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  colder 
and  frosty  at  nights.  Pike  are  keener  on  the  feed 
in  lake  and  canal.  On  the  Moira  Canal  Mr.  Cliavles 
Littlewood,  Mr.  William  Spence,  Mi-.  Thomas  Smith, 
and  others  had  pike  up  to  51b.  The  same  water  is 
well  stocked  with  bream,  but  they  are  taking  in- 
differently. Poaching  on  trout  waters  goes  on"  un- 
checked. Tlie  Moneycaragh  and  other  County 
Down  streams  are  terribly  harassed  by  poachers. 
The  announcement  that  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation is  about  to  secure  the  angling  rights  on  some 
of  the  best  parts  of  the  Crossgar  has  caused  some 
commotion  in  angling  circles,  as  heretofore  the 
public  enjoyed  the  privilege  unquestioned. — J.  A.  B. 

Cloug'li  (co.  Aalrimj.  —  Every  redd  in  this 
stream  is  well  occupied  by  spawning  salmon  ;  com- 
paratively few  of  them  will  ever  go  down  again. 
There  is  only  one  bailiff  to  look  after  over  ten  miles 
of  spawning  grounds. — J.  A.  B. 

Iioughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur),— Good 
mixed  bags  of  game  mad«  daily.  Pike  fishing 
not  so  good  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
water,  high  fioods,  and  stormy  weather.  Frosty 
weather  much  required  to  get  tliem  on  the  feed  — 
J.  A.  J. 

Moy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  have  been  in  good  order 
during  the  week  for  jack.  Mr.  Hays  and  friend 
had  nine  jack,  71b.,  71b.,  111b.,  ll|-lb.,  131b..  171b., 
18^1b.,  221b.,  281b.  The  above  gentlemen  had  some 
good  sport  with  wild-fowl  in  the  estuary  of  the  Moy. 
• — Pat  Hearnes. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mulling^ar). — 
Spawning  operations  in  tlie  tributary  streams  of  the 
three  large  lakes  of  Westmeath— Derravaragh,  Eruiell, 


and  Owe],  as  also  those  of  the  rivers  Inny  and 
Brosna — are  now  commencing  in  real  earnest,  and  I 
anticipate  a  most  successful  season.  Most  of  the 
prominent  or  noted  fish-poachers  have  left  the 
country,  and  I  do  not  anticipate  much  trouble  from 
the  remainder.  A  large  staff  of  water-bailiffs  has 
been  engaged  and  put  in  charge  of  the  several 
districts,  and  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  and  its 
officers  have  promised  a  large  share  of  support  to 
the  protection  of  the  salmon  and  trout  during  the 
current  close  time.  Should  all  go  well,  and  suitable 
weather  set  in,  the  dapping  season  of  1004  should 
be  well  worthy  the  attention  of  tourist  anglers,  as 
the  stock  of  fish  in  all  three  lakes  is  most  abundant, 
the  spawning  streams  being  literally  full  of  gravid 
fish.— T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  very 
good  at  whitmg.  On  one  day  three  boats,  each 
holding  five  anglers,  had  210,  215,  and  300  whiting  ; 
on  another  day  300,  317,  and  325  ;  and  on  a  third 
day  200,  206,  and  229.— T.  J.  D. 

Seal. — Sport  for  some  few  days  has  been  some- 
what "spotty"  as  regards  numbers,  but  quaUty  good. 
On  Nov.  25  several  good  cod  were  landed,  and 
Secretary  Baker,  jun.,  hooked  and  landed  a  splendid 
turbot  of  111b.  in  first-rate  condition,  and  should 
the  weather  keep  settled,  in  all  probability  we  shall 
sse  sport  at  the  week-end,  as  tides  suit  for  all  day 
fishing. — Edward  Hanger,  (B.S.A.S.). 

Lowestoft  and  Dis  rict. — During  the  vast  week 
the  whiting  have  shown  a  great  falling  off  as 
regards  number,  but  with  a  change  of  wind  to  the 
north-west  an  improvement  can  be  looked  for.  The 
fish  taken,  however,  are  of  a  much  larger  size.  Cod 
and  ccd'iing  have  quite  made  up  for  this,  for  the 
take  J  have  been  greater  than  any  recorded  during 
the  past  five  years.  I  would  call  the  special  atten- 
tion of  those  who  like  boat  angling  to  the  following  : 
— I\Ir.  A.  Haws  and  friend,  fishing  with  rod  and  line 
in  the  North  Roads  for  four  and  a  half  hours  per 
day  last  week,  had  the  following  cod :  Monday, 
Nov.  10,  twenty;  Tuesday,  17th,  twenty-five; 
Thursday,  19th,  twenty -seven  ;  and  Friday,  ?Oth, 
twenty-six,  making  ninety-eight  cod  in  the  four 
days;  largest  171b.,  and  the  average  being  61b. 
Mr.  Haws  is  admittedly  one  of  our  best  sportsmen, 
and  his  record  would  be  hard  to  beat  anywhere 
roimd  tha  coast.  From  the  Claremont  Pier  Mr.  St. 
Aubyn  has  had  cod  of  ll|lb.,  71b.,  and  61b.;  Mr. 
Adam?on,  one  of  6  Jib. ;  and  on  Nov.  22  fifteen  were 
caught  from  61b.  down.  Goqd  sport  is  reported  from 
the  North  Beach,  one  cod  of  over  261b.  having  been 
taken.  The  final  match  for  the  Jackson  Scott  Cup 
will  take  placs  on  Nov.  28.  The  prizes  will  be 
distributad  at  a  smoking  concert,  which  will  be  held 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  society  (the  Imperial 
Hotel)  on  December  3.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by 
the  p.esident  (Lancelot  Orde,  Esq.),  and  the  prizes 
presented  by  the  mayor  (Dr.  H.  Bournes  Walker). — 
H.  L,  F. 

Penzance. — Fair  sport  generally,  a  good  number 
of  boats  fishing.  Some  fishermen  have  made  a  fair 
week's  work  with  hand  lines.  On  Wednesday, 
Nov.  18,  Messrs.  Ludlow,  Denley  and  Self  had 
twenty  whiting,  twenty  largo  bream,  one  ling  of 
12!b.,  three  conger,  two  pollack,  and  twenty 
gurnard.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth. — At  the  time  of  writing,  weather  is 
fine,  with  a  rising  barometar,  and  the  boats  all  at 
sea.  We  have  had  an  unusual  quantity  of  whiting, 
and  the  fish  have  been  \  ery  large.  The  trawlers 
have  not  been  doing  very  much,  as  we  have  either 
had  gales  or  no  wind  ;  the  .steamers  though  have  been 
bringing  fair  supplies.  Rod  fishermen  have  not 
been  having  very  good  sport,  except  with  the 
mullet  ;  one  rod  had  thirteen  one  morning  in  about 
half  an  hour  from  lib.  to  l|lb.  each.  Smelt  are  also 
very  plentiful,  and  can  be  caught  by  the  dozen  at 
any  time,  although  they  bite  best  at  night.  A  few 
small  bass  are  still  being  caught  in  the  Hamoaze 
and  Cattewater.  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  whale  that  is 
being  exhibited  at  the  Parade  here,  and  was  agree- 
ably surprised  to  see  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the 
Greenland  whale,  71ft.  long,  very  nicely  preserved, 
and  looking  in  fact  like  life,  all  the  baleen,  or  whale- 
bone, in  the  upper  jaw  intact;  it  is  a  sight  worth 
seeing,  and  quite  a  lesson  can  be  learnt  by  the 
interssting  description  the  attendant  gives.  I 
should  recommend  all  school  children  to  ha\'e  an 


Grayling  Wishing. — Having  had  more  experience  since  1856 
as  a  grayling  flsher  than  anyone  in  the  trade,  I  am  in  a  position 
to  give  sound  and  practical  advice  to  anglers  as  to  most 
suitable  flies  and  tackle  for  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  My 
stock  of  giayling  flies  is  the  largest  and  most  varied,  and  can 
be  had  either  on  eyed  hooks,  best  long  drawn  gut,  or  selected 
horsehair,  at  23.  per  dozen.  Prompt  attention  is  given  to  the 
smallest  order.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen, 
E.xira  sel.  cted  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first 
quality,  9a.  each.— J.  E.  Millek,  Northern  Anglers  Dep6t. 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


opportunity  of  seeing  it  ;  it  is  perfectly  free  from 
smell.— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgfate. — Wind,  rain,  and  thick  water  have 
made  things  unpleasant  for  anglers  during  the  early 
part  of  the  week.  On  Nov.  18  a  nice  cod  of  over 
lOlb.  was  boated  by  a  visiting  angler,  who  had  just 
previously  been  broken  by  a  larger  fish.  Mr.  D. 
Pine  on  Nov.  22,  piloted  by  Miller,  had  a  good  cod 
of  about  121b.  with  a  few  smaller  fish,  but  yjractic- 
ally  no  whiting.  A  gentleman,  piloted  by  Groom- 
bridge,  had,  on  Nov.  23,  five  conger  and  a  few 
whiting  ;  and  on  the  24th  three  conger  and  a  fine 
cod  of  18Jlb.  Five  or  six  score  of  very  good  whiting 
have  been  taken  by  two  boatmen  fishing  the  early 
tide  of  Nov.  25.  Wind  N.W.,  colder,  and  more 
settled. — Grey  Mullet. 

SoTithwold  — Sport  during  the  past  week  has 
been  fair,  nothing,  however,  to  particularly  dilate 
upon.  Takes  as  follows  : — On  Nov.  19,  Mr.  Brown, 
9 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Bates,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Pearse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Field, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Matthews  (B.S.A.S.),  161b.  (including  a 
magnificent  whiting  of  21b.  4|oz.) ;  Mr.  Wrightson 
(B.S.A.S.),  L51b. ;  Rev.  Father  Mason,  13Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Cronn  (President  of  Larkhall  Angling  Society), 
181b;  Mr.  Powditch,  lOlb.  ;  Mr.  Canova,  91b. 
On  the  20th,  Mr.  Fowlor  had  61b.;  Mr.  Collett, 
5|lb. ;  Mr.  Matthews,  101b.  On  the  21st,  gale  of 
wind;  sport  extremely  bad.  On  the  22nd,  little 
sport;  Mr.  H.  Aldred,  codling  of  4|lb. ;  tide  very 
high.  On  the  23rd,  Mr.  Wrightson,  15flb.  bag,  with 
codhng  of  6|db. ;  Mr.  Holmes,  51b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Cuthbert, 
151b.  (41b.  codling) ;  Mr.  Taylor,  101b. ;  Mr.  Matthews, 
151b.  ;  Mr.  R.  G.  Blades,  131b. ;  Mr.  Buinett,  Olb. 
On  the  24th,  Mr.  Tavlor,  1 2.11b.  ;  Mr.  Wrightson, 
231b,  ;  Mr.  Matthews,  171b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Cuthbert.  81b. 
On  the  25th,  Mr.  Padchson,  bag  of  131b.,  including 
codling  61b.  ;  Mr.  Matthews.  81b.  The  winner  of 
Mr.i'Manby's  prize  for  heaviest  weight  of  fish  taken 
on  Wednesday  afternoon  has  been  won  by  Mr.  .7. 
Aldred ;  Mr.  Powditch  being  second,  only  losing 
by  looz.  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Critten,  third ;  Mr.  Canova, 
fourth.  Enormous  catches  of  sprats  are  now  being 
made  by  boatmen. — L.  B.  Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — The  weather  has  been  very  favour- 
able for  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week,  and  good 
sport  has  been  had  at  whiting  and  other  fish. 
Whiting  took  fresh  mackerel  bait  readily. — T.  J.  D. 

Walmer. — The  fishing  here  has  been  most  ex- 
cellent. A  large  number  of  boats,  many  of  them 
from  Deal,  have  been  engaged  at  Walmer  Hole  and 
its  neighbourhood,  and  some  very  fine  takes  have 
to  be  recorded.  A  Deal  boatman,  fishing  with  a 
hand  line,  took  a  magnificent  turbot  of  111b.,  and 
many  large  cod  up  to  181b.  and  201b.  have  been 
captured.  The  week-end  prospects  are  first-rate. 
Given  suitable  weather,  the  only  doubtful  factor, 
and  sport  of  the  very  best  may  be  anticipated. — • 
Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District  Visiting 
List). 

The  Spread  Eagle  A.S.  will  take  a  visit  on  the 
above  list  on  Monday,  Nov.  30. — E.  Rowles,  V.O. 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

On  Wednesday,  with  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  in  the 
chair,  the  reports  from  the  society's  stations,  and 
the  personal  experiences  of  the  members  dm-ing  the 
past  week,  were  rapidly  disposed  of,  in  order  that 
Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse,  the  Clerk  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  might  read  the  paper  he  had  prepared 
for  the  society  upon  "  The  Fishmongers'  Company  "  ; 
and  a  carefully  prepared  paper,  it  was — a  history 
covering  eight  to  nine  centuries  could  not  be  lightly 
touched.  The  Company  was,  indeed,  the  earliest 
of  the  guilds,  dating  from  Saxon  times,  but  •  of 
records  there  were  none  preserved.  Indeed,  the 
Company  lost  the  whole  of  their  records  in  the 
Great  Fire  of  London.  In  Saxon  times  there  were 
two  Companies — the  Stockfishmongers  and  the  Salt- 
fishmongers — who,  prior  to  the  reign  of  Henry  I., 
existed  for  mutual  protection  of  the  members,  for 
social  entertainment  and  charity.  They  had  their 
pageants  and  their  mysteries,  and  got  into  trouble 
with  the  authorities  of  their  time,  for  in  1 340  one 
Thomas  was  beheaded  on  Cheap  for  drawing  his 
sword  against  the  City  Serjeant.  In  1537  the  two 
companies  were  incorporated.  In  1604  they  first 
received  powers  to  seize  and  destroy  bad  fish — powers 
confirmed  and  enlarged  by  a  new  incorporation  in 
1684,  enabling  their  officers  to  enter  upon  premises 
and  search.  In  1699  the  fish  meters  were  appointed, 
and  they  have  acted  continuously  at  Billingsgate 
unto  this  day  (five  in  number),  and  still  do  act. 
The  original  market  was  held  in  stalls  upon 
the  open  river  banlc,  there  being  no  buildings. 
The  companies,  however,  had  two  halls  in  Thames- 
street.  After  the  fire  a  new  hall  was  built,  only 
again  to  bo  burned.  The  present  handsome  edifice 
on  London  Bridge  was  constructed  in  1832,  A 
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most  interesting  and  full  account  of  the  very  direct, 
and  even  minute,  control  of  the  fish  trade  and  the 
fish  sellers  was  given.    It  was  made  quite  clear  that 
they  were  only  permitted  to  act  as  the  Company 
directed.    The  competing  foreigner  of  that  day  was 
very  carefully  looked  after,  and  retaliation,  when 
needful,  was  by  no  means  neglected.  Forestalling 
the  market  was  heavily  pvmished,  and  restriction  in 
trade  was  not  allowed  to  run  up  prices  ;  a  most 
curious  table  of  the  prices  at  which  the  various  kinds 
of  fish  were  to   be  sold  affording  some  amuse- 
ment to  those  present.    Mr.  Wrench  Towse  then 
explained  the  action  taken  by  the  Company  in  the 
present  day,  and  gave  figure?  showing  the  enormous 
body  of  trads  supervised  by  it.    In  1902  they  dealt 
with,  at  Billingsgate  and  Shadwell,  216,240  tons, 
and  seized  1,298  tons— a  Uttle  over  |-  per  cent. 
The  salmon  prosecutions  recently  were  the  Com- 
pany's work,  and  had  been  proceeding  from  1899 
up  to  the  present  year.    The  opinion  was  expressed 
that  the  time  had'arrived  when  the  Salman  Fishery 
Acts  should  be  codified  and  made  applicable  to  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom.    The  Company's 
vigoroas  action  in  the  detection  and  prevention 
of    bacterial    pollutioa    of    shellfish    was  dwelt 
upon.    The  speaker  claimed  that  with  the  very 
loyal  and  willing  assistance  of  the  whole  trade 
they  had  been  successful  in  closing  all  infected  lay- 
byes,  and  in  preventing  the  sale  of  infected  shell- 
fish.    Constant  inspection  of  all    beds,  etc.,  was 
absolutely  required  on  the  whole  coast  line  of  Great 
Britain.  The  pollution  of  the  estuary  of  the  Thames 
was  imhesitatingly  attributed  to   the  work  done 
by  the  County  Council's  chopper  steamers  dumping 
in  the  Barrow  Deep  some  50,000  tons  of  sludge 
from  the  London  sewage  each  week.    Dr.  Klein,  the 
eminent  bacteriologist,  from  time  to  time  analysed 
and  reported  to  the  Company  wherever  pollution 
was  reported,  thus  enabling  it  to  use  its  powers 
to    prevent    the    sale    of    all    shellfish  coming 
from    the    contaminated    places.  Contamination 
had  even  been  found  in  water  carefully  taken  three 
miles  out  off  Margate,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  North 
Sea  the  only  pure  water  obtained  being  collected 
off  the  Eddystone  Light,  near  Plymouth.  Attention 
was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  in  oysters  the  typhoid 
bacillus  is  killed  by  contact  with  pure  sea-water. 
In  the  case  of  the  cockle  this  was  not  so  ;  it  merely 
furnished  a  most  suitable  breeding  groiuid  for  it. 
The  failure  of  tlie  late  Royal  Commission  to  tackle 
tlie  destruction  of  immature  fish  being  upset  by 
technical  evidence  was  dwelt  upon,  and  the  failure 
of  many  of  the  fisheries  committees  romid  the  coast 
to  use  their  powers  for  its  prevention  was  com- 
mented upon.     Pressure  should  be   brought  to 
bear  upon  them;  and  in  this  and  the  hastening 
of  the  North  Sea  International  Inquiry,  now  waiting 
for  more  technical  evidence,  some  progress  might  be 
made.    He  hoped  that  the  transference  of  the  fishery 
department  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  that  of 
Agricultiure,  imder  Lord  Onslow,  would  bring  about 
the  much-needed  action — at  any  rate,  he  is  giving 
the.subject  great  attention.    Three  weeks  ago  he 
visited  Billingsgate,  and  received  a  deputation  upon 
the  subject  from  the  Hull  and  Grimsby  trade.  There 
was  great  hope  that  a  provisional  Bill  dealing  with 
the  landing  and   sale   of   immature  fish  might 
be  passed  by  Parliament  in  the  ensuing  session. 
This    excellent     paper    was    concluded  amidst 
great  applause,  and    a  resolution    thanking  Mr. 
W'reneh  Towse  for  it  was  carried  by  acclamatioR. 
The  discussion  that  ensued   was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Parker  and  Pickup,  Dr.  Patterson,  and  the 
chairman,  who,  in  liis  reply,  stated  that  upon  Dr. 
Klein's  advice  steaming  shellfish  had  been  substi- 
tuted for  boiling,  with   a  perfect  result  in  the 
destruction  of  the  offending  bacillus.     He  trusted 
the  Ccorporation  would  do  away  with  their  boilers  at 
Billingsgate  and  adopt  steam.  As  to  foreign  oysters, 
it  was  stated  that  the  imported  ones  were  all  con- 
taminated, but  that  the  Portuguese  oyster  bred  in 
our  beds  was  not.    Announcement  was  made  that 
the  ladies'  night  conversazione  would  be  held  at 
the    Restaurant    Frascati    on    Wednesday  next, 
December  2. — Hon.  Reporter. 


Annual  Pier  Competition. 
The  annual  pier  competition  by  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  took  place  at  Deal  on  Nov.  21,  22,  and  23, 
l)ut  did  not  prove  so  successful  as  many  hold  in 
former  years,  stormy  weather  and  very  thick  water 
sadly  niarring  all  sport  for  the  greater  part  of  each 
day.  The  heavy  squalls  which  came  off  the  land 
at  frequent  intervals  on  Saturday  proved  very  dis- 
tressing to  the  various  competitors,  but  one  and 
all  stuck  manfully  to  their  allotted  stations  until 
the  end  of  the  contest.  The  minimum  weights  of 
sizeable  fish  were  as  follows :— Cod,  conger,  or 
dogfish,  lib  ;  whiting,  pouting,  or  flat-fish,  6oz.  ;  and 
the  following  prizes  were  offered,  viz,  :  a  silver 
medal  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  sizeable  fish  taken 
each  day,  also  a  bronze  medal  as  a  second  prize  if  the 
competitor  weighed  in  not  less  than  101b.  of  sizeable 


fish.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  John  Bickerdyke 
Challenge  Cup  is  for  the  first  time  awarded  to  the 
captor  of  the  heaviest  weight  of  sizeable  fish  taken 
on  any  one  day  during  the  competition.  By  reason 
of  the  smallness  of  the  capture-?,  no  bronza  meJal 
will  this  year  be  awarded  to  pi«r  anglers.  The  pier 
was  divided  into  two  series  of  stations,  one  for  each 
tide,  and  these  were  balloted  for  each  day  a  cjuarter 
of  an  hour  before  the  time  of  starting  to  fish.  The 
number  of  competitors  on  Saturday  (Nov.  21)  was 
thirteen,  including  one  lady;  but  the  respective 
catches  were  so  poor  that  only  four  brought 
their  fish  to  tha  scales,  and  Mr.  M.  R. 
Birch-Jones  proved  top  weight  with  nine  fish, 
totalling  41b.  14^oz.  Nov.  22  found  eleven  anglers 
in  position,  and  tke  waather  showed  marked  im- 
provement upon  that  of  the  preceding  day;  but 
sport  was  painfully  slow,  two  gentlemen  not  ex- 
periencing the  pleasura  of  a  bits  throughout  ths 
whole  range  of  time  from  nine  o'clock  till  five.  One 
lady  only  competed  on  this  day,  but,  though 
practised  in  the  noble  art,  she  met  with  scant 
success.  Two  members  only  wei^^hed  in,  and  Mr. 
Frank  Eldrid^e  proved  top  weight  with  one  small 
cod  scaling  61b.  lioz.,th^  heaviest  fish  taken  during 
this  competition.  Nine  members  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance at  their  allotted  stations  on  Monday 
morning,  including  three  ladies,  and  all  fished 
patiently  throughout  the  day,  but  sizeable  fish  proved 
very  few  and  far  between,  though  small  poutings 
were  numerous.  Only  four  catches  were  weighed  in, 
and  Mr.  G.  E.  Beasley  stood  well  above  the  other 
three,  his  two  codling  and  one  pouting  reaching  a 
total  of  61b.  12oz.,  being  the  heaviest  catch  of  the 
three  days,  and  securing  for  liim  a  silver  medal  and 
the  much-coveted  "Bickerdyke  Cup."  A  great 
variety  of  bait  was  used  on  each  day,  and  it  may  be 
noted'  that  Mr.  Eldi-idge  took  his  cod  upon  lug- 
worm,  while  Mr.  Beasley  pinned  his  faith  on  hermit 
crabs.  The  weighing  in  took  place  in  the  Pier 
Pavilion,  which  had  been  placed  at  the  service  of 
the  society  by  the  pier  authorities.  Great  quantities 
of  whiting  were  taken  from  the  pier  on  the  following 
day. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  most  successful  meeting,  Mr.  Robt.  Davison 
presiding,  was  held  at  the  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant 
on  Tuesday  last.  Many  members  had  fished  since 
the  previous  meeting,  and  the  trays  of  the  society 
were  taxed  beyond  their  capacity  to  accommodate 
the  large  quantity  of  fine  roach,  chub,  and  dace 
exhibited.  It  is  impossible  to  give  full  details  of 
the  catches.  However,  Mr.  Haynes  showed  some 
two  dozen  heavy  roach  and  dace  (best  fish  lib.  4oz.) 
froniDatchet;  from  the  same  locality,  Mr.  Higgs 
also  showed  over  a  dozen  roach  almost  as  large ; 
from  Cookham,  Mr.  Gilbert  had  a  fine  tray  of  roach 
and  dace,  besides  a  good  chub,  and  Mr.  Beamont 
several  dozen  roach  ;  from  St.  Ives,  Mr.  Warne  had 
two  fine  roach,  besides  many  of  lesser  size  ;  Mr.  Cox 
filled  a  large  tray  with  several  heavy  chub  (three 
best,  71b.  lOoz.),  besides  some  good  dace,  all  from 
Shiplake  and  Soiining  ;  several  other  members  also 
registered  fish.  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor  exhibited  a  great 
curiosity,  namely,  an  albino  turbot  (very  seldom 
seen),  also  a  remarkable  Norway  lobster  {Nephrop.i 
Norvegicus)  with  most  extraordinary  claws.  As 
regards  the  fishes  caught  and  exhibited,  medals  will 
be  awarded  as  the  committee  may  decide,  but  it  is 
understood  that  it  is  highly  probable  that  Mr.  Cox 
will  take  one  for  chub,  Mr.  Haynes  another  for  roach, 
a  third  going  to  Mr.  Gilbert  for  dace.  Mr.  Haynes 
has  communicated  his  intention  to  give  a  special 
prize  for  dace  (in  the  same  manner  that  Mr.  Gilbert 
has  done  for  roach),  details  connected  therewith  to 
be  arranged  by  committee.  After  much  pleasant 
discussion,  and  a  specially  enthusiastic  reception  of 
the  C.L.P.S.  toast,  the  meeting  closed  with  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  very  genial  and  capable 
chairman. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Last  Tuesday's  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr. 
C.  L.  Gill,  when  a  good  number  of  members  was 
present,  attracted,  doubtless,  by  the  promised  paper 
by  Mr.  J.  G.  Chatterton.  Mr.  Chatterton  prefaced 
the  reading  of  his  paper,  "  Some  Remarks  on  Fly 
Fishing,"  by  premising  that  the  fly  fisher,  and  espe- 
cially the  dry-fly  fisherman,  is — like  the  poet— born, 
not  made,  and  that  the  lot  of  the  fly  fishernum, 
especially  on  a  good  water,  is  a  most  happy  and 
enviable  one.  He  showed  that  the  fly  fisher,  unlike 
the  devotees  of  many  other  forms  of  sport,  depends 
entirely  upon  his  own  skill  in  the  pursuit  and 
capture  of  the  quarry.  A  brief  history  of  the  evolu- 
tion of  the  fly  fisher  from  the  primitive  man  was 
given,  aud  gradually  the  lecturer  traced  the  growth 
of  this  delightful  sport  from  its  rudimentary  ideas  to 
the  height  of  its  present  success.  In  spite  of  all  the 
improvements,  however,  Mr.  Chatterton  considered 
we  had  yet  much  to  learn,  particularly  in  the  matter 
of  flies,  very  few  flies,  however  well  built,  being 
correct  copies  of  the  natural  insect.     He  thought 


that  the  body  of  the  fly,  its  shape  and  colouring, 
was  the  attraction  to  the  fish,  the  wings  being  of 
minor  importance.  From  flies  he  passed  to  the  line, 
and  to  illustrate  his  remarks  showed  a  very  heavily 
tapered  hair  line.  He  considered  a  heavily  taporod 
line  far  preferaVjle  to  a  level  one,  or  one  of  lighter 
build,  as  with  the  former  a  longer  and  struightar 
cast  could  bo  made.  Eyed  hooks  versus  hooks  to 
gut  wasi  touched  on,  and  the  advantage  of  the 
former  fully  demonstrated.  The  rod  and  the  various 
casts  then  occupied  his  attention;  and  from  these  ho 
passed  to  the  angler  himself,  and  his  methods  of  stalk- 
ing, rising,  hooking,  and  playing  the  fish  Several 
"  tips  '  were  given  and  duly  appreciated;  and  in 
conclusion  Mr.  Chatterton  advised  Ids  audience  that 
constant  practice,  and  that  coinVjined  with  alert- 
ness, was  absolutely  essential  to  become  a  good  fly 
fisherman.  A  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
rendered  Mr.  Chatterton  for  liis  most  interesting 
and  instructive  paper.  Fishing  reports  were  rather 
meagre,  but  amongst  those  who  were  successful 
may  be  mentioned  Messrs.  Emery  and  Rogers,  on 
the  Lea,  a  quantity  of  jack;  Messrs.  F.  A.  Gray 
and  Salmond,  capital  bags  of  roach  from  Mr.  E.  J. 
Gardner's  waters  ;  Messrs.  F.  G.  Gray  and  C.  L.  Gill, 
good  bags  of  roach  from  Kelvedon ;  Mr.  W.  M. 
Colles,  jack  from  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Zerfas.s,  whilst 
reaching  on  private  water,  hooked,  played,  and 
landed  a  trout  of  31b.  in  grand  condition— returned, 
of  course.  An  outing  to  Kelvedon  for  pike  takes 
place  on  Satmday  next. — F.  E.  Eldred,  Hon  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  Nov.  25.  Dr.  Mitchell 

enlightened  members  upon  anghng  relics  of  the 
Palaeolithic  Age,  and  instanced  the  flint  gorgets  of 
this  period,  which,  to  all  intents,  were  identical 
with  the  needle  tied  around  the  centre,  and  used  at 
the  present  day  in  sniggling  for  eel.s.  He  presented 
a  bronze  hook  dating  from  2000  B.C.  to  the  society's 
museum.  The  hook,  which  in  appearance  closely 
approximated  to  a  very  coarse  "  Crystal,"  was 
recently  taken  from  an  Egyptian  tomb.  As  regards 
angling  experiences,  Dr.  Mitchell  reported  that 
on  a  recent  fishing  expedition  to  Yorkshire,  in 
addition  to  large  numbers  of  trout,  he  had  the 
unusual  experience  of  taking  numbers  of  perch  on 
the  dry  fly.  Mr.  A.  Baker,  fishing  in  Somersetshire, 
has  taken  a  quantity  of  pike  running  up  to  61b. 
each.  On  Wednesday  (Dec.  2)  there  will  be  a 
musical  evening,  and  we  hope  to  see  a  good 
attendance  of  members  and  friends. — G.  W. 
Thames  Trout  Restocking  Association. 
The  Walton  A.A.  held  their  annual  competition 
for  the  benefit  o:  the  Thames  trout  restocking 
on  Saturday,  Nov.  21,  when  forty  fished  for  the 
collection  of  prizes,  only  nine  being  taken,  the  first 
by  the  winner  of  "Ben  Abrahams"  Richmond 
competition,  Mr.  J.  Hennings,  with  21b.  loz.,  in- 
cluding one  roach  of  15ioz.  ;  2nd,  W.  Carter  ;  3rd, 
J.  Wales  ;  4th,  Balchin  ;'  5th,  T.  Wraysford  ;  6th, 
F.  Wheatley  ;  7th,  Welbelove ;  8th,  F.  Henning  ; 
9th,  W.  Wheatley.  The  weather  was  rough  in  the 
extreme,  and  all  against  turning  out  let  alone 
fishing,  so  taken  all  round  it  was  a  very 
fair  average  result  for  the  three  hours  allowed. 
The  evening  was  spent  in  a  very  happy  way, 
Mr.  E.  A.  Higgs  kindly  taking  the  chair  and 
distributing  the  prizes  at  the  concert,  when  the 
following  gentlemen  gave,  their  services:  Messrs. 
Luker,  Crowther,  Lawrance,  Judd  and  Rudd,  Gar- 
son,  Frank  Thorn,  George  Edmonds,  V.  Eyre,  head 
river  keeper,  W.  Cook,  the  chairman,  Jloflatt,  river 
keeper,  and  others ;  accompanist,  W.  A.  Perring. 
The  W.A.A.  have  arranged  for  another  competition, 
on  the  same  lines,  on  Dec.  6  for  the  benefit  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  Bank  fisliing  and  bank  hours,  10  a.ra.  to 
4  p.m.  ;  weigh  in,  5  p.m. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 

and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

15,033.  Fishing  nets.  Patentee  :  F.  Myroff,  147, 
Wood-street,  Grimsby,  Kolates  to  trawl- 
ing nets,  and  comprises  apparatus  for 
keeping  the  mouth  of  the  not  open.  An 
inclined  board  lias  ropes  attached  so  that 
th«  headline  is  held  up  during  trawling. 
Two  ropes  are  also  attached  to  the  otter- 
boards,  to  which  the  main  trawling  lines 
are  attached.  The  ground  line  is,  as 
usual,  weighted. 

21,525.  C.  Wyers  and  O.  Wyers,  Prudential 
Buildings,  Corporation-street,  Birming- 
ham. Improvements  in  joint  connec- 
tions for  fishing  rods  and  other  similar 
purposes. 

21,566.  C.  F.  Carter,  18,  Southampton-buildings, 
Chancery-lane,  London.  Improvements 
in  trawl  nets  and  the  like. 


"Prudence  is  merely  trained  common -set 
-T.  A,  T', 


The  Chuistmas  Number  of  the  Fishiw/  Gazetl 
will  be  publislied  on  December  12,  at  the  usual 
price — twopence. 

The  Highbury  Angling  Society,  of  which  1  shall 
have  more  to  say  on  another  occasion,  announce 
a  "musical  evening  "  for  Wednesday,  December  2, 
at  the  headquarters,  the  Bedford  Head  HoteC 
Bedford-square,  Tottenham  Court-road.  This 
society  has  a  great  reputation  for  talent  and 
good  fellowship,  and  members  (their  name  is  legion) 
are  sure  of  a  pleasant  time. 


Some  members  of  the  Shrewsbury  and  District 
Angling  Society  had  some  excellent  fishing  the  other 
day  in  one  of  Sir  Walter  Smyth's  lakes  in  Aston 
Burnall  Park.  Mr.  Wood  captured  a  fine  pike  of 
201b.  This  is  being  set  up  for  the  club,  which,  I  am 
glad  to  hear  from  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  H.  Creegan,  is 
flourishing. 


The  prizes  won  at  Eichmond  in  the  A.B.S.  com 
petition  recently  will  be  distributed  on  Monday 
evening  at  the  Portobello  Tavern,  Portobello-road, 
Netting  Hill.  An  excellent  concert  has  been 
arranged.  Mr.  F.  H.  Vizer  has  kindly  promised  to 
preside.  "Ben"  desires  to  thank  the  angler  who 
returned  the  lost  roach  pole.  The  P.O.  lost  property 
department,  you  see,  never  fails. 


A  fisherm.\n  one  morn  displayed 

Upon  the  Steine  his  net  ; 
Corinna  could  not  promenade, 

And  'gan  to  fume  and  fret. 

The  fisher  cried,  "  Give  o'er  the  spleen, 

We  both  are  in  one  line  ; 
You  spread  your  nets  upon  the  Steine, 

Why  may  not  I  spread  mine  ? 

"  Two  of  a  trade  can  ne'er  agree, 
'Tis  that  which  makes  you  sore  ; 

I  fish  for  flatfish  in  the  sea. 
And  you  upon  the  shore." 


When  Hamlet  recognised  Polonius  as  a  "fish- 
monger," the  old  gentleman  denied  the  soft  im- 
peachment. Polonius  had  not  heard  Mr.  Wrench 
Towse  lecture  on  "  The  Fishmongers'  Company,"  or 
he  would  have  greedily  seized  on  such  a  compli- 
ment. I  heard  Mr.  Wrench  Towse,  who  is  fully 
reported  elsewhere,  at  the  B.S.A.S.,  ahd  I  felt 
prouder  than  ever  of  our  grand  old  City,  the  home 
of  such  historic  Guilds  and  Companies. 

***** 

There  have  been  carping  critics — no  pim  is  in- 
tended—of the  City  Companies.  I  fancy  some  such 
liad  their  quietus  on  Wednesday  The  lecturer  was 
modestly  reticent  on  the  great  work  of  the  Company 
—and  his  own  share  in  it  ;  but  his  simple  narra- 
tive was  an  eloquent  stimulus  to  admiration  and 
gratitude. 

The  Christmas  number  of  the  Shooting  Times  and 
British  Sportsman,  conductad  by  Mr.  Arthur  C. 
Bonsall,  is  sixpenn'orth  of  joy  for  all  lovers  of  breezy 
out-of-doors  literature.  Charming  pictures  illustrate 
rattling  good  stories  and  articles,  all  so  good  that  I 
hesitate  to  pick  out  anything  for  special  mention 
Anglers  will  be  pleased  with  "The  McCloud  Trout  " 
"  A  Month  in  Co.  Mayo,"  "  My  First  Salmon,"  and 
other  angling  sketches.  The  number  will  bo  read 
from  pretty  cover  to  cover,  and  the  reader  will  feel 
as  if  he  had  had  a  good  time  at  his  f-dvourite  sport. 
This  Christmas  number  is  an  "  extra  "  ;  the  weekly 
number  appears  as  usual.  The  publishing  offices 
arc  72  70,  Temple  Chambers,  Bouvcrio-street,  E.C. 


Mb.  Sid  Ransom,  of  the  Lyclinobites,  writing 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Brandon,  says :  "Dear 
Drag,— I  am  again  with  my  old  friend  H.  Archer  in 
your  favourite  county,  and  liave  been  trundlmg  by 
the  side  of  the  Little  Ouse.  The  floods  have  recently 
been  over  the  land,  but  have  now  receded,  and 
things  are  again  in  their  normal  state.  Pike  fishing 
IS  pi-oceediiig  merrily,  and  with  good  results  ;  and  1 
hear  the  sliooting  season  has  been  a  very  successful 
one.  The  good  old  inns  and  taverns  that  we  wot  of 
are  still  as  liospitable  as  ever;  the  Ram  Inn  at 
Brandon  (J.  Rolph),  the  Black  Horse,  at  Thetford 
(Mr.  Harry  Sliarpo),  and  Mr.  J.  Arbon,  of  the  Duke's 
Head,  all  vieing  with  each  other  in  dealing  out  com- 
fort and  good  cheer  to  the  travelling  angler." 


GAZETTE 

The  teaching  of  natural  history  in  schools— a 
praiseworthy  innovation— occasionally  leads  to 
curious  " derangement  of  epitaphs"  in  the  minds 
of  the  small  boy  pupils,  some  of  which  have  from 
time  to  time  been  recorded  in  these  pages.  "  Truthful 
Tommy  "  sends  the  following  essay  on  the  pike, 
wntten  by  a  small  boy,  but,  having  regard  to  its 
origin,  I  can  hardly  risk  mv  reputation  by 
guaranteeing  its  absolute  authenticity  :— "  The  pike 
is  a  fish.  It  is  of  a  most  feroachious  and  audaceious 
carakter.  Its  favrite  food  is  young  dux  and  moddle 
yots  wich  it  swoUers  hole.  It  was  used  in  the  middel 
ages  by  solders  as  a  weppun  with  wich  they  jobbed 
their  enemies  in  their  stummux.  It  is  also  called  a 
jack,  becos  it  is  the  nave  of  the  fish  tribe.  That 
IS  orl  i  no  about  pikes." 


Mr.  F.  a.  Gray,  the  hon.  see.  of  the  Angler^ 
Association  Challenge  Shield  Match,  tells  ine  that 
the  fourth  round  is  between  the  Eagle  A.S.  and  the 
Harlesden  A.S.,  on  Nov.  29,  at  Witham.  The 
referee  is  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff. 


The  following  is  the  programme  of  the  Greshain 
Angling  Society  as  arranged  for  December,  1903:— 
Tuesday,  Dec.  1,  committee  and  ordinary  meeting; 
Saturday,  Dec.  5,  roach  outing  to  Kelvedon ;  Tues- 
day, Dec.  8,  ordinary  meeting;  Saturday,  Dec.  12, 
outing  to  Leigh  (latest  time  for  embarking,  9. 1 5  a.  m. ) ; 
Tues:iay,  Deo.  15,  ordinary  meeting,  paper  by  Mr. 
J.  Martin  Dickens;  Saturday,  Dec.  19,  outing  to 
Broxboume  ;  Tuesday,  Dec.  22,  ordinary  meeting  ; 
Tuesday,  Dec.  29,  ordinary  meeting,  Mr.  F.  W. 
Norman  in  the  chair. 


There  comes  a  time  when  notliing  more  can 
hurt  us. 

The  winds  have  done  their  worst  to  strew  the 
shore 

With  stranded  hulks  :   no  power  can  convert  us 
Into  the  buoyant  barks  of  youth  once  more. 

But  w-e  can  sit  and  patch  tlie  sails  for  others. 
And  weave  the  nets  for  younger  hands  to  trawl. 

And  spin  long  yarns  to  listening  boys  and  mothers, 
Wliile  sea  and  wind  to  one  another  call. 

— Hamilton  Aide. 


The  B.S.A.S,  have  occasional  "moveable  feasts" — 
feasts  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul— moveable  when  so 
many  friends  attend  that  the  club  room.  Fetter- 
lane,  is  all  too  small.  On  Wednesday,  Dec.  2,  there 
will  be  a  "ladies'  night"  and  convtrsazione  at  the 
"Restaurant  Frascati,"  Oxford-street.  The  brave 
and  the  fair  will  foregather— observe!  on  Dec.  2,  not 
on  Dec.  5,  as  appeared  on  some  notices. 


"  The  fly-fisher,  like  the  poet,  must  be  born,  not 
made."  I  heard  tliis  statement  on  Tuesday  night 
at  the  Gresham.  I  agree  that  you  mast  be  born 
first ;  but  I  am  sure  such  a  charming  lecture  as  Mr. 
J.  G.  Chatterton  gave  would  make  a  fly-fisher  of  a 
Bedouin  of  the  Desert.  A  more  delightfully  "illu- 
minating" address  I  have  never  heard. 


The  Christmas  number  of  the  Christian  Globe 
which  is  entitled  "Our  Christmas  Hamper,"  for 
1903,  IS  a  remarkably  good  pennyworth.  This  is  its 
twenty-ninth  year,  and  without  a  doubt  has  become 
one  of  the  most  popular  Christmas  hampers  in 
existence.  The  contents  consist  of  three  complet- 
Christmas  stories,  suitably  illustrated,  by  Emma 
Watts  Phillips,  Lizzie  A.  Hooper,  and  Herbert  J. 
Ahingham.  In  addition  to  the  above  stories  it 
contains  a  number  of  Christmas  articles,  includ'ing 
"  Damty  Ways  to  Arrange  Christmas  Gifts,"  "The 
Proper  Christmas  Spirit,"  "The  Holy  Truth  of 
Chnstmas,"  "Kind  Words,"  poetry,  charades, 
puzzles,  conundrums,  etc.,  the  whole  combining  a 
good,  wholesome  and  interesting  pennyworth  of 
seasonable  literature.  Order  of  your  newsagent  or 
from  the  offices  of  the  Christian  Globe,  IS.5,  Fk'ct- 
streot,  London,  E,C. 


One  cold  night  ox-President  Cleveland,  who  used 
to  fish  a  great  deal,  got  lost.  He  wandered  through 
the  mud  and  rain  and  darkness  for  more  than  two 
hours,  but  not  a  light  nor  a  road  could  he  see.  At 
last  ho  struck  a  narrow  lane,  and  in  due  course  a 
house  appeared.  Mr.  Cleveland  was  cold  and  tired 
bo  ho  banged  at  the  door  till  a  window  on  the 
second  floor  went  up  and  a  gruff  voice  said  :  "Who 
are  you  v  "  "  A  friend,"  said  Mr.  Cleveland,  meekly. 
'  What  do  you  want  ?  "  "  To  stay  liere  all  night  " 
"Stay  there,  then."  And  the  window  descended 
with  a  bang. 

Patrick  Berry,  a  Galway  fisherman,  met  with 
a  terrible  death.    He  was  employed  on  a  trawler 
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lying  in  the  docks,  and  one  evening  he  left  his 
home  and  returned  to  his  .ship.  He  appears  to 
have  lighted  a  fire  before  lying  down  for  the  ni<'ht, 
and  shortly  after  midnight  the  vessel  was  found  to 
be  ablaze.  In  order  to  save  the  other  vessels  in  the 
dock,  the  trawler  was  scuttled,  and.  Berry  not  being 
missed,  the  unfortunate  man  went  down  with  it. 


A  Yorkshire  poacher,  whose  tackle  had  been 
found  near  the  scene  of  his  capture,  pleaded  that 
the  things  were  not  his,  and  hiS  lawyer,  adopting 
the  plea,  won  the  case.  "  I  .suppose  I  go  for  good  ?  " 
asked  the  poacher,  turning  to  the  magistrate  as  he 
left  the  dock.  "Yes,"  was  the  answer.  "And  I 
cant  be  browt  up  again  for  this  'ere  offence''" 
"No,  '  said  the  magistrate.  "  You're  sartin,"  the 
nian  exclaimed  in  some  excitement ;  and  he  was 
assured  that  there  was  no  doubt  at  all.  "  Then," 
said  he,  "  I'll  thank  you,  your  worship,  to  kindly 
give  me  back  my  line  an'  net." 


"Here,  you  bog-trotter,"  said  a  dandy  to  an  Irish 
labourer,  "come  and  tell  me  tlie  biggest  lie  you 
ever  told  in  your  fife,  and  I'll  treat  you  to  whisky- 
punch."  "  And,  begorra,  yer  honour's  a  gintleman." 
retorted  Pat. 


There  was  a  surprising  notice,  due  to  a  missing 
enamelled  letter,  on  a  shop  window  in  Hastings 
It  was  evidently  intended  to  read  "  Boiled  Fowls  " 
but,  being  minus  the  letter  "  F,"  the  public  we're 
therefore  informed  that  "Boiled  owls"  were  to  be 
had  within. 


"  Don  t  you  hear  the  bells  summoning  you  to 
church  ?  "  asked  an  indignant  clergyman  of  a  fisher- 
man. The  wayward  angler  put  an  inquiring  hand 
to  his  ear.  Encouraged,  the  clergyman  repeated 
the  question.  But  once  again  the  fisherman  asked 
for  a  repetition,  and  then  again,  and  even  yet  again. 
Fluslung  from  overmuch  bawling,  the  parson  was 
about  to  proceed  on  his  way,  when  the  fisherman 
spoke.  "  Very  sorry,  guv'nor,"  he  said,  "  but  them 
bloomin  bells  make  such  a  deuce  of  a  clatter  that  I 
can't  tell  if  you  asked  me  what  bait  I've  got  or  if 
I'd  like  a  drink." 


When  Charles  Mathews  was  a  boy,  and  Uved  with 
his  father,  a  bookseller  in  the  Strand,  a  short 
muscular  fellow  daily  cried  eels  with  a  guttural  voice 
—"Threepence  a  pound  ee-e-e-e-e-e-els," elongating 
the  word  from  Craven-street  to  Hungerford-street, 
till  people  used  to  say,  "  What  a  long  eel !  " 
Mathews,  having  imitated  him  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  many  auditors,  one  day  looked  out  for 
the  original,  and  saluted  him  with  the  imitation ; 
but  he  had  no  taste  for  such  ingenuity,  and  placing 
his  eel-basket  deliberately  on  the  ground,  he  hunted 
the  boy  into  his  father's  shop  and  felled  him  with  a 
heavy  blow.  "Next  time,"  said  the  eel-vendor, 
"as  you  twist  your  little  wry  mouth  about,  and 
cuts  your  mugs  at  a  respectable  tradesman,  I'll  skin 
you  like  an  e-e-e— "  and.  snatching  up  liis  basket  he 
finished  the  monosyllable  about  nine  doors  off  ! 


Mr.  W.  S.  Gilbert,  the  dramatist,  will  not  allow 
any  liberties  to  be  taken  with  his  text.  A  popular 
actress  would  say,  "  Stay  !  stay  !  "  "  No,  no,  miss," 
said  Gilbert ;  "  one  stay,  please,  not  a  pair  of  stays." 
Ladies  fish,  play  golf,  hockey,  cricket — everything, 
and,  very  wisely,  athletic  ladies  are  in  favour  of 
wearing  something  more  comfortable  than  the 
corset,  which  has  been  such  a  punishment  to  the 
gentler  sex.  A  lady  angler  calls  attention  to  the 
"  anti-corset,"  and  its  advantages  are  obvious, 
embracing— besides  the  body— perfection  of  figm-e, 
complete  support,  full  comfort,  thorough  ease, 
scientifically  cut  on  hygienic  principles,  buttoned 
or  busked  fronts — busks  and  bones  removable  for 
washing  —  bones  unrustable  ;  and  it  is  specially 
valuable  to  speakers,  singers,  and  all  wIkj  wish  for 
the  best  and  only  rational  "  anti-uorset." 


'Can  you  point  out  an  easy  and  com enieufc 
method  to  increase  the  temperatui'e  in  my  house 
during  the  winter  months  ?  "  wrote  a  correspondent 
t  o  a  provincial  paper.  The  following  reply  appeared 
in  the  next  issue:  "  Give  your  baby  the  match-box 
to  play  with." 

Passing  Williams's  fishing  tackle  shop  in  Great 
Queen-street,  I  saw  a  gorgeous  display  of  humming 
birds,  numbering  nearly  eight}'  of  different  kinds, 
many  very  rare  and  of  most  brilliant  plumage.  It 
is  under  a  glass  shade  (3  ft.),  wahuit  stand.  The 
priceis£12  12s.,  and  it  cost  about  t40.  Ifonlythings 
"  hummed"  a  bit  better  this  handsome  case  should 
find  a  niche  in  the  den  of  Dragnet. 
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Pfoviiieial  flfiglifig  Ilotes 

must  arrive  hij  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  rivers  are  now  in  capital  trim  for 
angling ;  they  are  now  at  their  normal  level  and 
sport  is  good  all  the  way  round.  On  the  Trent 
fishing  has  been  excellent,  and  good  catches  have 
been  the  order  of  the  day;  some  fine  roach  and  perch 
have  been  taken,  together  with  a  few  good  grayling. 
On  the  Avon  sport  has  also  been  good,  the  piko 
have  been  on  the  move,  and  some  good  fish  up 
to  121b.  have  been  taken.  The  spoon  bait  has  been 
the  most  attractive.  On  the  Severn  the  roach  have 
been  biting  freely  at  the  paste.  This  is  the  best  all 
roimd  bait  on  this  river,  but  for  chub  the  blood 
and  brains  is  the  most  killing.  Canal  fishing  has 
been  good,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  our 
local  pools.  All  our  clubs  are  bringing  their 
financial  year  to  a  close.  One  and  all  have 
been  very  successful,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  Association 
have  had  a  very  Httle  to  do  with  the  conduct  of 
the  members.  Ihe  Handsworth  Lion  Club  had  a 
splendid  gathering  on  Nov.  24,  upon  which  occasion 
they  held  their  first  annual  concert  in  aid  of  the 
society.  The  talent  was  above  the  average,  and 
great  credit  was  due  to  those  who  undertook  to 
bring  the  concert  to  a  well-deserved  success. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Just  now  anglers  are  having  a  good  time  in  the 
Fen  district.  The  waters  could  not  be  in  better 
condition.  Piko  fishing  has  predominated,  and  the 
lower  lengths  of  the  Witham  have  yielded  fish  up  to 
ftlb.  Those  who  have  turned  their  attention  to 
roach  have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  sport 
obtained.  Forty-foot  subscribers  have  done  very 
well.  On  tlie  middle  reaches  weed  cutting  has  again 
been  going  on,  and  there  is  now  no  need  to  complain 
on  this  score.  By  swimming  a  live  bait  down  with 
the  current,  two  rods  captured  three  and  a  half 
brace  of  fish,  the  heaviest  going  61b.  Perch  have 
also  given  good  sport,  and  a  brace  killed  on  Saturday 
(Nov.  21)  turned  the  scale  at  21b.  2oz.  and  lib.  8oz. 
respectively. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  river  Hull  has  been  fairly  good  tliis 
week,  and  above  Hempholme  some  good  roach 
taken,  both  with  paste  and  pearl  barley.  The 
Drifiield  Canal  is  now  in  first-class  order  either  for 
roach  or  pike  fishing,  aud  of  the  latter  species  fish 
up  to  91b.  each,  have  been  secured  with  live  bait 
fishing.  Some  good  roach  have  also  been  taken  at 
Wansford,  Snakeholme,  and  Brigham,  and  several 
good  perch  and  roach  at  Frodingham  Bridge.  The 
Swingbridge  stretch  is  also  accounting  for  some 
good  fish,  and  in  the  tidal  waters  below  Hemp- 
holme  Lock  some  very  fair  catches  of  rjach 
have  been  made  during  the  past  week.  Perch 
are  now  nicely  on  the  run  at  Aike  Beckend 
and  Leven  Lock,  and  with  both  worm  and 
minnow  some  nice  fish  were  secured.  Roach  are 
now  in  splendid  condition,  and  taking  paste  off  the 
bottom  rather  freely  at  times  at  Hull  Bridge,  Weel, 
and  Figham,  and  the  waters  are  in  nice  order  for 
this  week-end.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  also 
in  fair  order,  and  above  Sodhouse  Lock  some  nice 
pike  and  perch  have  been  taken  during  the  week, 
and  below  the  lock,  in  the  Wash,  one  angler  secured 
a  very  good  bag  of  nice  roach  and  a  carp,  with 
maggot  fishing  and  ground  baiting  with  bran,  but 
below  Newport  httle  is  being  done  at  present. 
Some  very  fair  catches  of  roach  and  perch  are  being 
mada  on  the  Ludd  at  Thoresby  Bridge  and  Fire- 
beacon. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

'  Liverpool  appears  at  last  to  be  waking  up  to  its 
own  importance  in  angUng  matters.  The  last  bit 
uf  evidence  is  to  the  effect  that  it  is  time  all  clubs 
were  in  one  association,  and  that  they  had  their 
own  travelling  cards  so  as  not  to  be  dependent  on 
other  associations  for  cheap  travelHng.  They 
should  copy  the  example  of  the  CP. A. A.  in 
Manchester,  and  emulate  their  record.  This  asso- 
ciation can  show  a  magnificent  balance-sheet. 
One  item  of  £200  for  stocking  is  really  refreshing. 
The  Warrington  anglers  are  very  silent  just  at 
present,  but  still  pursuing  their  even  course. 
Perhaps  stocking  is  the  leading  item,  if  we  exclude 
dinners,  annuals,  prize  distributions,  etc.  The 
officials  of  this  association  are  confident  of  having 
in  1904;  the  best  year  of  their  existence.  There  is 
aU  over  this  county  the  annual  spirit  of  unrest  and 
change,  clubs  are  dying  out,  others  entering  upon 
existence,  whilst  members  are  transferring  their 
favours  from  one  club  to  another.  Clubs  with 
private  waters  are  one  and  all  flourishing.  . 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

As  to  actual  fishing  operations  little,  if  anything, 
is  to  be  heard  of,  but  in  club  business  of  a  routine 
order  there  is  much  of  interest.  For  next  Monday 
(Nov.  30)  the  Moss  Side  Socials  are  expecting  a 
great  treat,  and  there  is  certain  to  be  a  bumping 
audience.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  hear  that  this  club 
is  in  an  enviable  position  in  every  department. 
The  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society,  Moston,  on 
Saturday  last,  went  a  stage  further  with  the  stock- 
ing of  their  water.  To  hear  of  2-pounders  being 
turned  in  is  to  hear  of  really  good  parent  fish. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Levenshulmo  Angling 
Association  was,  as  usual,  an  enjoyable  affair,  and 
well  patronised  by  the  ladies.  The  rods  in  this  town 
who  favour  winter  fishing  are  catching  up  with  the 
popular  sport  of  sea-fishing.  So  far,  Fleetwood  has 
been  the  chief  resort ;  now,  however,  Rhyl  appears  to 
find  favour.  Mr.  W.  Chambers  very  kindly  keeps 
us  posted  with  the  latest  news  from  Rhyl  and  also 
Rhos,  and  advises  on  tackle,  bait,  etc.  Cheap  rail- 
way tickets  are  available,  and  other  items,  such  a-s 
lodgings,  etc.,  reasonable. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

General  fish  on  the  Trent  in  our  district  seem 
just  now  averse  to  taking  the  various  kinds  of 
worm,  and  anglers  are  paying  more  attention  to 
chub  fishing  with  chandler's  greaves  and  pith  and 
brains.  The  river  has  reached  a  low  level,  and  the 
colour  favours  the  pursuit  of  the  sport  named. 
Substantial  bags,  chiefly  to  pith,  have  been  made 
on  the  Kelham  and  Fiskerton  sections,  one  of  the 
fish  taken  on  the  latter  stretch  weigliing  4ilb. 
Greaves  have  been  used  with  success  at  Holme 
Pierrepont  and  Clifton  (Grove  swims).  Members  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society  have  taken  a  fair 
number  of  pike  with  the  live  bait  at  Cavendish 
Bridge  and  Shardlow,  and -in  Weston  Cliff  pool  Mr. 
Ernest  Greasley,  of  the  Old  Inn  there,  has  run  and 
landed  one  of  13|lb.  A  Weston  resident  has  also 
caught  several,  best  about  81b.  Whilst  worming 
for  ordinary  fish  in  the  pool,  Mr.  E.  Bazley  and 
Mr.  T.  Wilson,  of  Nottingham,  creeled  a  brace  of 
tench  scaling  6Jlb.  ;  the  latter  also  secured  some 
choice  perch,  besides  a  big  roach  or  two.  It  is  late 
in  the  season  for  tench  to  accept '  the  worm.  At 
Hazleford,  on  Saturday,  Nov.  21,  a  Nottingham 
gentleman  caught  five  pike  of  about  61b.'  each,  and 
one  of  Oilb.  fell  to  the  rod  of  another  sportsman,  on 
private  waters  apart  from  the  river.  In  the  early 
days  of  the  season  a  large  number  of  handsome 
pike  were  killed  in  Sutton  reservoir,  but  of  late  the 
subscribers  have  complained  of  a  dearth  of  sport. 
How  to  account  for  the  falling  off  is  difficult,  as  the 
reservoir — an  expansive  sheet  of  water — must  hold 
any  quantity  of  fish.  Maggot  fishers  have  bagged 
dace  on  the  river,  though,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
worm  fisher,  the  fish  have  bitten  tardily  in  the 
extreme.  More  settled  weather  is  required  to  improve 
coarse  fishing,  with  worm  and  gentle,  all  roimd. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  raised 
the  anglers'  hopes  considerably,  nice  frosts 
and  fog,  just  what  was  wanting  for  grayling 
fishing  and  to  bring  pike  on  the  feed.  Very 
good  sport  has  been  had  with  the  latter,  both 
with  live  baits  and  the  spinning  tackle.  The  Avon 
has  been  much  patronised,  and  several  took  two  or 
three  good  fish  each,  and  near  Defford  Mr.  White 
took  six  on  Nov.  18.  Mr.  Caswell  caught  three 
good  fish  with  live  bait  in  the  Teme,  at  Knightwick, 
and  some  good  sized  fish  have  been  taken  in  the 
Severn  above  Camp.  GrayHng  have  come  on  nicely 
during  the  last  three  days,  and  the  strong  wind 
which  troubled  us  for  a  week  or  more  having  abated, 
the  fly  has  been  used  with  success,  but  by  far 
the  best  sport  has  been  had  with  the  maggot, 
and  some  nice  catches  of  from  two-and-a-half  to 
six  brace.  Messrs.  Thrift,  Millington,  and  Maytum, 
of  the  Worcester  City  Club,  have  done  well,  and  I  hear 
of  very  good  sport  in  the  Teme  at  Knightsford 
Bridge  and  Martley.  A  lot  of  fine  chub  have  been 
taken  with  blood  and  brains,  and  in  the  Severn,  close 
by  this  city,  some  heavy  catches  of  roach  have  been 
had  with  paste  and  the  small  red  worm.  To-day 
(Nov.  25)  the  weather  is  bright  and  frosty,  and 
several  rods  are  away  after  the  grayling,  and  we 
expect  to  hear  of  good  sport. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  variable  weather  proves  tantalising  to  ordin- 
ary anglers.  It  has  been  in  turn  cold,  with  snaps 
of  frost  through  the  night,  and  mild  even  to  warm- 
ness,  but  on  the  whole  the  conditions  have  allowed 
of  sport  being  pursued  with  fair  prospects  of  success. 
The  more  hardy  rodmen  come  off  the  best  in  tryin<T 
circumstances  which  have  been  common  of  late. 
Messrs.  Walton,  Henderson,  and  WyriU  maintain 
their  position  in  roach  and  pike  catching  in  the 
Ouse  and  Foss.    The  latter  river  is  being  successfully 


tried  for  roach,  anglers  having  derived  encouragement 
from  the  exceptionally  good  fish  lately  secured. 
Many  have  visited  the  Derwent  and  done  well, 
especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Malton  and 
Hutton's  Ambo.  Messrs.  Gibson,  Sedgwick,  Ridsdale 
and  Mason  made  decent  catches  of  mixed  fish. 
Lately  good  catches  of  grayling  have  been  reported 
from  the  Swale,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Catterick, 
and  the  upper  waters  of  the  Yoro  and  its  bocks,  but 
the  grayhng  season  has  not  been  productive  of 
remarkable  results.  Things  would  biighten  with  a 
good  spell  of  frosty  weather.  Much  interest  centres 
upon  the  important  conference  of  Yorkshire  anglers 
and  members  of  the  Fishery  Board,  held  in  York 
on  Monday  (Nov.  23),  when  the  suggested  trout  and 
coarse  fish  licences  were  discussed,  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer,  an  inspector  of  the  Fishery  Depart- 
ment. The  representatives  of  the  various  clubs 
expressed  generally  their  objection-  to  a  tax  being 
imposed  on  the  ^working-man  without  any  corre- 
sponding benefit  in  regard  to  the  protection  of 
coarse  fish.  It  was  pointed  out  that  there  is  no 
clear  authority  to  impose  a  duty  on  anglers  fishing 
for  coarse  fish,  at  any  rate  in  waters  in  which  trout 
do  not  exist.  Many  anglers  actually  take  out  trout 
licences  in  order  to  protect  themselves  against 
possible  prosecution,  but  they  are  not  satisfied  that 
the  Conservators  give  them  sufficient,  if  any, 
return  for  the  revenue  derived  from  this  source. 
The  consensus  of  opinion  was  that  no  objection 
would  be  taken  to  a  moderate  tax  if  anglers 
were  assured  of  protection  against  certain 
practices  which  they  hold  to  be  injurious  to  the 
coarse  fisheries.  The  deputations  promised  to  lay 
the  points  deliberated  upon  before  their  respecti\-e 
societies  and  report  to  the  secretary  of  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board.  Another  matter  of  importance 
which  was  debated  and  remains  to  be  decided  has 
reference  to  the  proposal  that  the  close  time  for 
coarse  fish  should  be  restored  in  that  part  of  the 
Ouse  between  Linton  and  Naburn  which  became 
exempt  on  the  passing  of  the  ^lundella  Act. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  mild  for  the  season, 
and  spawning  has  gone  on  under  very  favourable 
conditions.  On  all  the  principal  spawning  rivers 
the  bailiffs  report  the  fish  numerous  on  the 
spawning  beds,  and  though  poaching  is  far  from 
being  a  thing  of  the  past,  very  httle  has  been  heard 
of  it  recently.  With  a  continuance  of  the  present 
favourable  weather,  the  spawning  season  should 
prove  a  very  good  one.  On  some  of  the  earlier 
waters  a  large  number  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  have 
already  spawned,  but  the  majority  have  not  yet 
commenced  operations.  At  the  last  Mallow  Petty 
Sessions,  two  men,  named  John  Reidy  and  John 
Mahony,  both  of  Mallow,  were  prosecuted  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Drohan,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  Lismore 
District,  for  poaching  for  salmon  on  the  river 
Clyda  at  10.45  p.m.  on  the  night  of  November  9. 
John  Sweeney,  water  bailiff",  proved  the  case,  and 
the  defendants,  who  did  not  appear,  were  fined  £5 
each  and  costs,  or  in  default  two  months'  imprison- 
ment. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  reduction  of  those 
fines  will  be  made  in  case  the  defendants  memori- 
alise His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  Sea 
angling  has  yielded  fine  sport  at  many  places  on 
the  southern,  western,  and  south-western  coasts, 
the  fish  principally  had  being  whiting,  which  are 
very  numerous  in  those  parts  just  now.  Prices  for 
all  sea  fish  are  now  ruling  high.  The  weather  at 
time  of  writing  is  decidedly  lovely  for  the  season, 
being  more  suggestive  of  spring  than  winter,  especi- 
ally in  the  southern  province. 


SOME  NOTES  FROM  YORKSHIRE. 


"  Haxcyon,"  in  his  interesting  angling  column  in 
the  weekly  edition  of  the  Leeds  Mercury,  mentions 
having  a  grayling  with  spawn  in  November.  Fish 
are  never  without  spawn  in  some  stage  of  develop- 
ment, but  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  distin- 
guishing trout  from  grayling  spawn,  as  the  latter 
is  not  much  larger  than  miUet-seed,  while  trout  eggs 
are  as  large  as  sweet-peas  and  larger. — Ed. 

Grayling  and  Spawn. 
The  other  day  Mr.  Richard  Boston  drew  my 
attention  to  the  fact  that  some  grayling  which  had 
been  sent  to  him  contained  spawn,  but  I  imagined, 
not  having  seen  it,  that  it  must  have  been  the  ova  of 
a  trout  which  the  grayling  had  eaten.  However,  a 
few  days  later  Mr.  W.  Reynolds  brought  me  spawn 
which  he  had  taken  from  some  Wharfe  fish.  I  ex- 
amined this  carefully,  and  found  that  it  really  was 
grayling  spawn.  As  this  fish  is  now  in  the  height 
of  season,  not  spawning  until  April  or  May,  I  con- 
sider this  a  most  curious  incident.  Possibly  the 
mildness  of  the  season  may  have  had  something 
to  do  with  the  matter.    Should  any  of  my  readers 
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meet  with  similar  experiences  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  them. 

CUMBEBLAND  SALMON  SeASON. 

The  salmon  season  ended  on  the  Cumberland 
ri\-ers  last  Saturday.  And  a  most  remarkable  one  it 
has  been.  The  natives  state  that  there  has  been 
nothing  like  it  for  ten  years  at  least.  Salmon  and 
grilse  have  been  running  up  continuously  since  July, 
but  there  has  been  only  about  a  month's  successful 
fishing  owing  to  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  rivers 
for  rod-fishing.  On  the  Derwent  between  Working- 
ton and  Ouse  Bridge,  402  fish  were  caught,  many  of 
them  being  over  301b.  in  weight.  Fly  and  spoon- 
bait ha^-e  been  the  most  successful  lures. 

An  Exteaobdinary  Expeeibnce. 
A  curious  incident  befell  an  angler  on  the  Derwent 
at  Risefoot  Pool,  near  Marron  Station,  and  is 
chronicled  in  the  Carlisle  Express.  The  river  at  this 
place  has  a  big  fall,  and  the  pool  itself  is  a  broad 
stretch  of  rough  water,  from  which  rises  on  the 
station  side  a  stone  embankment,  at  the  end  of  which 
the  angler,  when  following  a  descending  fish,  finds  his 
progress  barred  by  a  long  row  of  trees  with  branches 
overhanging  the  water.  An  angler,  who  was  fishing 
with  spoon,  commenced  at  the  head  of  the  pool,  and 
was  merely  getting  his  line  out  when  he  found  that 
he  had  hooked  something  heavy.  At  first  lie 
thought  that  he  had  fouled  the  bottom,  but  this  idea 
was  promptly  dispelled  by  the  fish,  for  such  it  was, 
rushing  across  the  river  to  within  a  yard  or  so  of  the 
other  side.  To  cut  a  long  story  short,  eventually  the 
fish  was  being  brought  up  to  the  gaff,  when,  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  angler,  a  stick  appeared  close  to 
the  fish,  and  he  thought  that  the  salmon  must  have 
become  entangled  with  some  wreckage.  He  had  not 
much  time,  however,  for  speculation,  for  the  fish 
next  bolted  down  below  the  trees,  and  at  last  the 
line  became  entangled  in  one  of  the  branches.  The 
angler  now  thought  that  the  game  was  up  ;  but, 
handing  his  rod  to  a  friend,  he  ran  down  stream,  and 
there,  some  80  yards  below,  he  descried  the  fish, 
evidently  almost  spent,  wobbling  about  in  the  water, 
about  a  yard  from  the  bank.  By  wading  in  a  short 
distance  the  angler  was  able  to  gaff  his  prize,  and 
dragged  it  ashore,  a  fine  salmon  weighing  2oJlb. 
And  then  the  mystery  of  the  stick  was  explairied. 
In  the  tail  of  the  fish  was  a  gaff  with  a  stick  1 1  yards 
long,  and  in  the  cheek  of  the  fish  was  a  ''  snatch." 
The  hooks  of  the  spoon  were  simply  caught  in  the 
knotted  string  at  the  handle  end  of  the  gaff.  It  was 
surmised  that  in  the  first  instance  a  poacher  had 
''  snatched  "  the  fish,  and  had  been  surprised  by  a 
water  bailiff  in  the  act  of  gafiing  it,  and  had  there- 
fore let  tlie  lot  go,  and  that  when  the  angler  cast  his 
spoon  it  had  become  entangled  as  described. 


^oics  from  ilod^. 


IMe.  .James  Hay,  Aberdeen,  has  purchased  the 
estate  of  Binghill,  Murtle,  Deeside,  with  the  mansion, 
shootings,  and  fishings  on  the  Dee. 

On  Monday  last  the  gi-ave  covered  over  all  that 
was  mortal  of  Mr.  William  Nicoll,  for  nigh  fifty  years 
head-keeper  at  Skene  House.  He  went  out  on 
Nov.  19  with  the  imder-keeper  to  ferret  rabbits, 
and  while  so  engaged  dropped  dead. 


There  was  no  better  shot  in  the  county  than  old 
Nicoll,  and  to  him  Captain  Hamilton  attributes 
his  great  success  with  big  game  in  India.  Many 
young  swells  came  through  Mr.  NicoU's  hands,  and 
were  all  the  better  in  after-life  for  his  training. 

It  is  seldom  that  anglers  fall  out,  although  they 
can  show  fight  when  occasion  arises.  Last  week 
in  tlie  Sheriff  Court,  Stonehaven,  George  Morrison 
was  fined  30s.  for  trying  to  choke  Bill  Laing  at  the 
waterside  on  the  30th  ult.  George  had  it  in  his 
head  that  Bill  had  hidden  his  rod,  and  hence  the 
m&Ue  and  its  sequel  in  the  police-court. 

Cod-livers  are  up  in  price  100  per  cent.  The  Nor- 
wegian supply  having  failed,  the  makers  of  the  cod- 
liver  oil  have  fallen  back  on  the  Scotch  supply. 

A  farmer  up  Inverness  way  has  been  mulcted  in 
the  sum  of  £3  3s.  for  ordering  his  servant  "  to  shoot 
down  the  grouse  like  crows,"  as  they  were  injuring 
his  corn.  He  left  the  dead  birds  lying  where  they 
were  shot. 

A  gang  of  poachers  from  the  North  Esk  have  been 
caught  and  sharply  handled  by  the  Sheriff  of  the 
County.  While  the  Tweed  remains  open  there  is 
still  a  market  for  Scotch  salmon,  and  a  way  of  get- 
ting them  across  the  Border.  One  of  the  poached 
fish  scaled  301b.  It  is  lamentable  to  contemplate 
the  laxity  of  the  laW,  or  want  of  law,  north  of  the 
Tweed.  -  .  ^  ,  .    .    ^  ., 


One  of  the  last  of  the  season's  salmon  got  on  the 
Don  was  so  seal-clawed  that  the  flesh  was  stripped 
quite  clean  off  to  the  bone  down  one  side.  What 
sm'prised  the  angler  most  was,  not  that  the  fish 
survived  the  terrific  onslaught,  but  that  a  fish  in 
such  a  state  of  laceration  should  rise  to  the  fly,  for 
it  was  on  the  fly  he  got  it. 

Lord  Kintore  had  a  very  good  season  on  the  Don, 
and  was  among  the  few  lucky  anglers  on  the  closing 
day  who  had  a  fish.    His  was  201b. 

His  lordship  was  thinking  one  time  of  dividing  up 
his  Balbathan  water  and  letting  it  separately  for 
the  coming  season,  but  this  proposal  has  in  the 
meantime  been  departed  from. 

The  spawning  season  all  over  progresses  famously. 
Tliere  will  be  plenty  of  kelts  for  a  certainty  when  the 
spring  fishing  opens,  unless  the  season  is  favourable 
to  their  descent.  Special  Scotch. 


FISHING-TACKLE  EXHIBIT. 


At  the  Edinburgh  Industrial  Exhibition,  held 
recently  in  the  Waverley  Market,  Edinburgh,  Mr. 
Robert  Tumbull,  fishing  rod  and  tackle  manu- 
facturer, 10  and  12,  Hanover-street,  Edinburgh, 
had  a  splendid  show  of  fishing-rods  and  tackle,  for 
which  he  has  been  awarded  the  gold  medal.  The 
exhibit  included  some  fine  specimens  of  cane-built 
rods,  with  and  without  steel  centres,  from  "  The 
Little  Nipper,"  of  4|oz.,  9ift.,  to  the  18ft.  salmon 
rod.  In  greenheart  rods  there  was  a  grand  selection 
in  variety  of  balance.  The  "Hanover,"  a  first- 
class  trout  rod  in  two  pieces,  from  Oft.  to  12ft.,  at 
25s.,  is  perfect  in  workmanship,  finish,  and  balance. 
In  reels  there  was  a  large  selection  for  fly  and  casting, 
made  in  aluminium  and  gnn-metal.  Mr.  Turnbull 
has  a  fine  variety  of  "  kilUng  "  patterns  of  Scotch 
flies  for  river,  loch,  sea-trout,  and  salmon  fishing. 
Amongst  the  landing  nets  there  was  a  unique 
pattern,  weigliing  only  lOoz.,  which  is  named  the 
"  Waverley."  It  is  a  convenient  form  for  packing 
with  rods,  and  for  attaching  to  creel-strap  when 
fishing.  Sea  rods  and  tackle  took  a  prominent  place 
m  the  exhibit.  With  a  view  to  keep  his  stock 
always  fresh,  Mr.  Turnbull  has  started  his  Annual 
Sale  at  a  20  per  cent,  discount,  and  he  guarantees 
to  fully  execute  all  orders  received  up  to  Dec.  14, 
but  not  after  that  date,  as  many  articles  will  then 
be  cleared  out  and  cannot  be  replaced  at  the  price. 
Anglers  will  do  well  to  get  a  ca  talogue,  which  is  sent 
post  free,  and  take  advantage  of  buying  first-class 
articles  at  such  low  prices.  R.  T. 


ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Geo.  H.  Jones  (Ashton-under-Lyne).— The  fish 
is  a  roach,  not  a  dace. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"  HUNDREDS  OF  SPLENDID  SALMON 
DESTROYED  ON  SCOTTISH  RIVERS  TO  GET 
THEIR  EGGS." 

Dear  Sie, — Under  the  above  heading  I  observe 
an  article  in  the  Fishing  Qazette  of  Nov.  7  by 
"  G.  M.,"  in  which  he  tries  to  make  out  a  very  bad 
case  against  artificial  stripping  of  salmon  for  ova. 
He  says  that  he  has  it  from  the  best  authority  that 
99  per  cent,  of  the  fish  handled  do  not  survive  the 
ordeal.  I  am  afraid  "  G.  M."  writes  from  hearsay 
more  than  from  his  own  actual  practical  knowledge  ; 
but,  if  he  is  certain  that  what  he  states  is  really 
taking  place  upon  any  river,  he  cannot  do  a  better 
turn  to  all  concerned  than  to  name  the  place  and 
those  in  charge  of  the  operations,  as  such  can  only 
happen  as  the  result  of  gross  carelessness  or  want  of 
knowledge.  That  it  is  not  a  general  result,  and  need 
not  happen  at  all  with  care,  is  quite  easy  to  prove. 
I  have  stripped  thousands  of  salmon  during  the  last 
twenty-seven  years,  and  never  knew  of  a  single  death 
resulting  from  the  operation  ;  not  even  where  we  had 
been  two  or  three  weeks  operating  on  the  same 
stretch  of  river  did  I  ever  see  or  hear  of  any  dead 
fish  having  been  seen,  and  we  often  had  the  same 
fish  through  our  hands  day  after  day.  "  G.  M." 
makes  out  that  where  the  operations  take  place 
on  the  far  inland  reaches  the  death  -  rate  is 
uncommonly  heavy,  amoimting  to  one  hundred  fish 
at  one  place,  but  I  have  carried  out  spawning  opera- 
tions on  "  far  inland  reaches,"  and  never  saw  or 
heard  of  any  bad  effects,  and  there  certainly  need 
be  none  if  fish  are  carefully  and  properly  handled. 
If  the  operators  are  careless  ahd  wish  to  kill  the  fish 


they  can  easily  do  so,  but  it  is  just  as  easy  to  keep 
them  alive,  and  most  men  would  pride  themselves 
in  taking  all  the  necessary  care. 

"  G.  M.,"  and  you  yourself  also,  seem  to  doubt 
very  much  if  the  artificial  propagation  of  salmon  in 
Scotland,  as  at  present  carried  out,  is  of  any  good, 
and  so  far  I  agree  with  you  that  things  might  be 
better  left  to  Nature  in  some  cases,  especially  where 
operations  are  not  conducted  on  correct  lines,  and 
where  there  are  rivers  with  splendid  natural  spawn- 
ing resources  and  few,  if  any,  natural  or  artificial 
obstructions  such  as  the  Tay,  Spey,  and  Dee,  and 
where  over-netting  is  not  allowed.     It  Ls  simple 
enough,  of  course,  to  hatch  out  thousands  of  fry, 
and  to  lose  most  of  them  through  lack  of  knowledge 
of  how  to  treat  them  correctly  afterwards.  To  simply 
tui-n  them  out  in  large  quantities  at  one  or  two 
places  (as  is  often  done)  must  be  more  or  less  fatal, 
as  there  may  not  be  sufficient  food  to  keep  so  many 
alive  in  one  place,  and  they  have  not  strength  to 
move  on  to  find  it  elsewhere,  but  if  carefully  fed  for 
some  weeks,  or,  better  still  probably,  for  some 
months,  and  then  turned  out  in  small  quantities  in 
suitable  places,  where  there  is  food  enough  to  keep 
them  going,  the  results  must  be  and  are  beneficial. 
The  feeding  of  fry  and  older  fish  requii'es  very  great 
care  and  knowledge,  but  if  correctly  done  the  loss  will 
be  very  small,  scarcely  any  at  all.    If  not  properly 
done  the  loss  will  probably  be  very  great.  To  show 
that  benefit  to  some  rivers  is  realised  by  some  people 
I  may  state  that  within  the  last  few  years  over  half- 
a-million  ova  have  been  sent  from  here  to  a  river 
in  the  south,  where  rearing  operations  have  been 
most  carefully  carried  out,  and  parr  and  smolts 
marked,  with  the  result  that  there  is  now  a  very 
great  increase  in  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  river,  and 
numbers  of  the  marked  fish  have  been  caught  both 
as  grilse  and  salmon.    Out  of  200,000  ova  sent 
between  November,  1902,  and  January,  1903,  to  this 
river  from  here,  70,000  parr  of  an  average  size  of  4in. 
were  turned  into  the  streams  and  river  when  about 
four  months  old  ;   the  others  were  kept  on  until 
eight  months  old,  30,000  of  them  being  marked  and 
turned  into  the  river,  and  the  others  turned  in 
without  marking.    I  send  you  by  post  a  sample  of 
these  parr  at  eight  months  old  and  a  smolt  of 
thirteen  montlis  to  let  you  see  their  size.  The 
smolt  has  been  some  time  out  of  the  preser\'ative 
spirit  and  looks  shrivelled  up,  but  you  will  see  the 
length.    It  is  one  from  the  ova  which  was  sent  from 
here  in  January,  1901,  and  many  thousands  of  the 
same  size  were  marked  and  turned  into  the  river  ui 
the  early  spring  of  this  year;  the  eight-months  old 
parr  are  from  the  ova  sent  from  here  in  January 
of  this  year. 

Years  ago  you  had  particulars  given  to  you  of  what 
artificial  propagation  had  done  in  a  short  time  on  the 
Forss  River,  Caithness.  The  catch  by  the  rod  rose 
from  tens  to  hundreds,  and  by  the  net  from  hundreds 
to  thousands,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  in  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette  of  Nov.  14  Mr.  Harvie-Brown  tells  of  good 
results  from  artificial  stocking  on  the  Inver.  He  says 
it  took  a  long  time  before  any  improvement  was 
observed,  but  more  than  likely  the  numbers  of  fr\' 
introduced  would  be  too  small  to  show  in  a  short 
time. 

What  I  maintain,  and  can  prove,  is  that  if  arti- 
ficial propagation  is  correctly  gone  about,  and  rivers 
stocked  (not  necessarily  by  robbing  one  river  to 
stock  another,  or  by  interfering  with  the  natural 
spawning  stock  of  a  river)  from  the  very  best 
selected  fish,  then  I  say  you  are  certain  to  do  it 
successfully,  and  are  bound  to  increase  the  number 
of  fish  in  that  river. — Y^ours  truly, 

Sandside,  Thurso.  Nicol  McNicol. 

[The  samples  of  samlets  and  smolt  sent  by  ]\Ir. 
Nicol  McNicol  are  first-rate,  and  were  artificially 
bred.  Before  publishing  "  G.  M.'s  "  article,  I 
ascertained  that  he  could  and  would,  if  necessarj-, 
give  the  particulars  asked  for  by  Mr.  McNicol, 
so  now  I  hope  he  will  do  so.  I  can  assure 
Mr.  McNicol  that  in  this  matter  what  I  want 
to  be  convinced  of  is  not  that  salmon  culture  is 
useless,  but  that  it  is  useful.  If  he  will  kindly  give 
us  the  name  of  the  south  country  river  he  refers  to, 
and  details  of  the  marking  of  the  smolts  and  those 
identified  as  grilse,  he  will  do  more  to  upset  the  views 
of  those  who  hold  salmon  culture  to  be  useless  than 
anyone  has  done  so  far.  Because  salmon  have  been 
more  plentiful  in  a  river  into  which  artificially- 
bred  samlets  and  smolts  have  been  introduced  is 
not  accepted  by  the  doubters  as  proof  that  the 
increase  is  due  to  the  artificial  help.  There  have 
been  numberless  instances  where  there  has  been  a. 
great  increase  where  no  artificially- bred  fish  have 
been  put  in,  and  post  hoc  cannot  be  taken  as  propter 
hoc  without  absolute  proof  that  marked  artificially 
bred  smolts  have  returned  as  grilse  in  numbers  suflfi- 
cient  to  prove  the  success  of  the  work  done.  For 
instance,  if  it  can  be  proved  that  out  of  everj' 
thousand  marked  smolts  even  ten  grilse  were 
identified,  it  would  be  a  splendid  result,  as  if  ten 
wfere  calight  far  more  would  escape, — Ed.] 
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"ANOTHER  WRINKLE." 

Deak  Sir, — Another  wrinkle  for  sea-fishers.  The 
obvious  utility  of  this  wrinkle  is  such  that  it  may 
have  been  used  before  ;  anyway,  I  have  not  heard 
it  described.  One  often  feels  the  need  for  both 
hands  to  eat  a  sandwich,  light  a  pipe,  change  a 
hook  or  trace,  or  even  to  put  hands  in  one's  pocket. 
Here  is  the  wrinkle  : — Gtet  a  leather  holder  made, 
exactly  like  those  used  by  coachmen  to  put  whip  in, 
cost  2s.  6d.  ;  have  a  flat  spring.  Sin.  long  and  lin. 
wide,  fitted,  fixed  end  down  the  holder,  tongue  end 
at  top. 

Now  even  with  a  rubber  butt  to  one's  rod  Little 
Mary,  whether  convex  or  concave,  is  apt  to  suffer 
when  sport  is  keen.  Have  a  strap  round  the  waist 
with  this  "  rod  holder  "  in  front,  and  you  are  saved 
the  weight  and  pressure  of  the  rod  against  your  left 
thigh,  or  over  Little  Mary.  You  can  light  a  pipe 
with  rod  in  this  holder,  and,  if  a  bite  comes,  strike 
with  a  backward  bend  of  body.  I  need  not  take 
up  your  space,  sir,  with  details — the  wrinkle  speaks 
for  itself.  It  is  years  since  I  did  river  fishing,  but 
even  with  the  fear  of  the  McTodds  and  the  Macs  of 
all  the  other  ilks  drawing  their  "  snikker  snees  "  on 
me,  I  suggest  that  this  holder  is  useful  for  carrying 
galf  or  landing-net,  and  also  for  holding  the  rod. 
Need  I  waste  yoiu-  space,  Mr.  Editor  ?  The  intelli- 
gence and  experience  of  your  readers  will  supply 
details. — Yours  truly.  Coroner. 

[I  think  this  is  a  capital  suggestion,  if  one  is 
wading  and  has  wading-stockings  on.  Mr.  E.  M. 
Tod's  dodge  of  dropping  the  butt  into  the  top  of 
the  wader  answers  the  same  purpose  as  the  whip- 
liolder.  There  is  a  strap  with  a  socket  to  take  end 
of  rod,  preventing  imdue  pressure  on  the  groin  or 
stomach  when  spinning.  I  think  it  was  one  of  Mr. 
Cholmondeley  Pennell's  useful  ideas. — Ed.] 

WILD  RICE. 

Deab  Sib, — We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favour  of 
the  16th  inst.,  and  have  pleasure  in  informing  you 
tiiat  wild  rice  is  sufficiently  hardy  for  growing  in  this 
country,  but  we  do  not  stock  the  seed,  as  there  is 
practically  no  demand  for  it,  and  owing  to  the 
trouble  in  saving  it,  it  is  expensive.  We  can 
procure  and  supply  it  at  about  15s.  per  lb. — Yours 
truly,  Sutton  &  Sons. 

The  Royal  Seed  Establishment, 
Reading. 

[A  correspondent  asked  if  wild  rice  could  be 
grown  in  this  country.  I  asked  Messrs.  Sutton 
and  Sons,  and  enclose  their  reply.  I  fancy  that 
owners  of  waters  frequented  by  wild-fowl  would  find 
it  a  great  attraction,  and  that  pisciculturists  would 
ulso  find  it  useful  for  carp  and  other  rearing  ponds. — 
Kd.]  ^  ^ 

DISGORGER-PRIEST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  thank  Mr.  C.  McPherson, 
of  62,  High-street,  Southampton,  for  one  of  his  dis- 
gorger  priests  with  a  scale  of  inches  on  the  handle, 
by  which  fish  can  be  measured.  All  it  now  seems  to 
want  is  a  sliding  loop  for  a  button-tab  or  string  to  be 
attached  to,  enabling  either  end  to  be  used — a  most 
useful  anglers'  companion,  the  cost  of  which  is  a 
mere  trifle. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

LOUGH  ARROW  FISH  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sib, — For  former  association's  sake  I  am 
much  pleased  to  see  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  14  that 
my  kindred  and  friends  in  tlie  west  are  preserving 
the  trout-fishing  on  Lough  Arrow,  though  I  fancy  an 
even  larger  number  of  gardes  de  peche  will  be  needed. 

I  send  a  contribution  to  the  collection  list  of  my 
old  friend  Mr.  William  Ross,  at  Ballindoon,  Boyle, 
and  hope  that  others  who  would  confer  a  public 
benefit  will  support  the  movement.  In  these  times 
of  fishing  activity  it  is  vain  to  try  and  conceal  the 
reputation  of  or  the  opportunities  presented  by  so 
large  a  lake  as  Lough  Arrow,  and  the  best  way  for 
reservists  to  attain  their  object  is  to  assist  in  im- 
proving conservation,  that  all  may  have  a  chance  of 
fair  fishing,  good  enough  to  render  poaching  a  game 
not  worth  the  candle. 

Whatever  opinions  statesmen  may  hold  regarding 
fiscal  problems,  pure  protection  is  indispensable  in 
the  development  of  improved  fishing  where  poach- 
ing is  prevalent. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

[I  am  glad  to  send  on  a  cheque  for  £2  2s.  to  Mr. 
Ross  for  the  Lough  Arrow  Preservation  Fund.  No, 
we  must  not  go  into  politics,  but  protection  is  what 
we  all  ought  to  vote  for  as  regards  angling. — Ed.] 

LEADING  FLIES. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  watched  with  interest  for  the 
replies  to  the  query  propounded  by  a  member  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  regarding  what  is  considered  to  be 
the  best  fly  for  trout  and  grayling  throughout  the 
season.    With  reference  to  the  reply  by  "  Brown 


Owl,"  as  far  as  my  little  experience  goes,  I  must  say 
that  my  opinion  Ls  with  him  in  his  remarks  regard- 
ing the  impossibility  of  getting  an  entirely  satis- 
factory' answer,  which  would  apply  in  all  ways,  and 
also  about  the  excessive  variety  of  artificial  flies  now 
on  the  market. 

In  face  of  this  bewildering  assortment  of  flies,  I 
should  highly  appreciate,  and  think  that  it  would  be 
of  much  value  to  other  inexperienced  would-be  fly- 
fishers,  if  "Brown  Owl,"  or  some  other  expert,  would 
give  a  list  of  what  he  considers  to  be  the  best  half- 
dozen  or  dozen  all-round  flies  for  trout  and  grayling. 
— Yours  truly.  Wet  Fly. 

Bradford. 

THE  "KODAK  WINTER  BOOK.  " 

Dear  Sib, — We  have  pleasure  in  sending  you  a 
copy  of  the  "  Kodak  Winter  Book,"  which  we  should 
be  glad  if  you  would  notice  in  your  valuable  columns. 

Any  of  your  readers  who  may  care  to  ask  us  for 
a  copy  may  rely  on  its  being  sent  immediately. — 
Yours  truly,  Kodak,  Limited. 

41-43,  Clerkenwell-road. 

[It  is  an  extremely  neat  booklet'with  illustrations 
and  information  about  winter  photography  ;  also 
flash-light  photography,  postcard  and  Christmas 
card  making,  enlarging,  and  lantern-slide  making, 
etc.  The  specimen  of  portrait  taken  with  a  folding 
pocket  camera  with  the  new  portrait  attachment  is 
excellent.  — Ed.  ] 

FREE  FISHING  IN  THE  RIBBLE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  anxious  to  know  where  I 
could  obtain  good  fishing  free  on  the  River  Ribble, 
in  Lancashire,  say,  for  trout  and  coarse  fish  (by 
taking  out  a  trout  licence,  of  course),  what  are  the 
most  likely  places  to  make  for,  and  where  I  could 
get  good  and  cheap  accommodation,  etc. 

No  doubt  you  or  some  of  your  readers  could 
furnish  me  with  some  information  with  reference  to 
the  above.  The  appearance  of  a  few  words  of  infor- 
mation in  my  weekly  Fishing  Gazette  would  please 
me  very  much. — Yours  truly.  Rambler. 

Wigan. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  RAMSGATE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  Mr.  Kent's  letter  re  Ramsgate 
fishing  report  and  your  footnote.  Oct.  31  was 
about  the  best  fishing  and  catching  day  of  the  season. 
I  saw  several  boats  in,  amongst  them  Mr.  D.  Pine 
with  a  magnificent  catch  of  dabs,  a  nice  codling,  and 
some  whiting  ;  another  sea  angler,  piloted  by 
Darby,  had  five  good  codling  and  about  three 
score  of  whiting.  On  the  morning  of  that  day  Mr. 
Tanton,  fishing  from  the  East  Pier  with  rod,  had 
five  score  and  eight  "  lumping  whiting,"  so  I  think 
Mr.  Kent  must  have  been  distinctly  unfortunate  to 
get  two  score  of  fish  of  6  in.  or  less  between  three  in 
four  hours.  Mr.  Kent  might  have  observed  that  I 
said  "  whiting  were  very  patchy  "  in  my  report. — 
Yours  truly.  Grey  Mullett. 


ROACH  FISHING  IN  WINTER. 

Dear  Sir, — Just  a  word  or  two  in  answer  to 
"  Lea  Roach."  The  forked  stick  I  described  will  be 
found  to  be  a  real  help  in  keeping  the  float  and  line 
absolutely  steady  when  using  a  very  long  rod. 

Length  of  rod  may  be  left  to  individual  preference. 
My  own  is  a  diminutive  affair  of  some  22ft.  6in., 
and,  personally,  I  think  it  a  big  advantage  to  be 
able  to  use  such  a  rod.  Still  I  am  not  prejudiced, 
for  many  excellent  fishermen  are  quite  content  with 
one  of  12ft.  or  imder.  Float,  shot,  etc.,  depend 
solely  upon  the  state  of  the  water  and  strength  of 
the  current. 

The  ground-bait — whatever  kind  is  used — should 
be  carefully  dropped  in  at  the  very  top  of  the  eddy 
described,  and  close  to  the  bank,  in  such  a  manner 
that  some  of  it  will  work  out  into  the  stream. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  lay  down  a  hard  and 
fast  rule  as  to  "  when  to  strike."  Every  bite  must 
be  treated  on  its  merits,  the  experienced  angler 
seeming  to  know  intuitively  the  exact  instant  at 
which  to  drive  home  the  steel.  At  the  same  time, 
when  summer  fishing  it  generally  pays  to  strike  at 
the  first  "  touch,"  as  the  bigger  dip  a  second  or  two 
later  is  often  caused  by  the  fish  blowing  the  bait 
out  on  discovering  something  hard.  In  winter 
fishing,  however,  the  roach  often  gives  a  very 
decided  "draw"  or  roll  to  the  float,  especially  when 
fishing  the  side  of  an  eddy  in  the  manner  I  described. 

As  to  baits,  I  include  all  forms  of  "  bread  "  under 
the  heading  "paste."  I  ought  perhaps  to  have 
reversed  the  terms.  The  "  bread  cubes "  were 
hardly  dismissed  in  three  hnes,  as  I  referred  my 
readers  to  previous  numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
seeing  that  much  excellent  information  had  been 
given  in  previous  numbers  on  the  use  of  tliis  bait. 

Creed  wheat  I  have  found  to  be  singularly 
ineffective  after  September.  I  do  not  lay  this  down 
as  a  dogma,  but  tlus  has  been  my  experience. 


Many  of  tlie  Yorkshire  rivers  abound  with  small 
perch,  "  Tommy  Ruffs,"  and  gudgeon.  To  ground- 
bait  with  worms  would  be  to  attract  all  the  little 
nuisances  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  to  say 
nothing  of  small  jack,  who  dearly  love  a  worm. 
Again,  chopped  worms  is  a  ground-bait  of  which 
roach  quickly  sicken. 

As  a  matter  of  practice,  your  correspondent  will 
find  that  scalded  bran  will  not  sink  nearly  a.s  well 
as  when  mixed  with  cold  water. 

"  Lea  Roach  "  should  remember  that  he  munt 
first  "  get  the  fish  round  him  "  before  he  can  catcli 
them.  He  will  find  that,  in  spite  of  protestations 
to  the  contrary,  bran  and  bread  will  attract  roach 
better  than  any  other  ground-bait.  He  will  then 
be  at  liberty  to  use  the  hook-bait  he  finds  they 
take  best. 

With  regard  to  "  experience,"  I  may  say  that  I 
have  been  a  keen  angler  from  the  time  1  was  si.x 
years  old,  and  have  always  endeavoured  to  study 
the  fish  and  their  habits  from  "  first  principles  "  m 
as  logical  a  way  as  possible. 

I  give  "Lea  Roach"  every  credit  for  liaving 
studied  his  authorities  well,  but  he  will  find  that  a 
little  practical  experience — of  his  own — is  worth  all 
the  books  in  the  kingdom. — Yours  truly,  Baz. 

ROACH   AND   ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Had  "  J.  H.  R.  B."  given  an  intelli- 
gent interpretation  of  how  to  use  lus  detachable  reel 
in  the  first  instance,  I  should  not  have  troubled  you 
in  the  matter.  I  now  see  what  he  means.  I  had 
such  a  benefit  of  this  wonderful  style  over  forty-five 
years  ago  that  I  gave  it  up  in  sheer  disgust  and 
adopted  a  match  dodge,  a  dodge  that  enables  one 
to  have  a  tight  or  running  line  at  pleasure.  His 
style  is  ancient,  and  indifferent  roach  fishermen 
and  outsiders  sometimes  adopt  it.  1  am  no  more 
infatuated  with  the  Lea  style  of  fishing  than  .several 
others  I  wot  of  ;  but  none  of  which  are  "  better 
than  the  Lea  style  in  efficiency,"  and,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  never  will  be.  In  his  first  version  he  say.-?, 
"  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  in  such  a  case  to  use 
a  detachable  reel,  let  out  a  yard  or  two  of  line,"  etc. 
I  never  know  when  such  eases  are  going  to  occur. 
How  should  I  ?  And  the  reel  would  always  have  to 
be  on  my  18ft.  or  20ft.  pole — a  pretty  state  of  affairs. 

It  is  the  Bank  of  England  to  a  pillar-box  that  not 
one  Lea  angler  in  five  hundred  -will  adopt  his 
method.  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  Yorksliire 
anglers  fisliing  swims  "  close  in,"  or  up  to  10  yards 
or  12  yards  out  if  necessary,  in  a  manner  that  was  a 
treat  to  witness  with  rods  certainly  not  more  than 
10ft.  Gin.  in  length,  and  catch  chub,  roach,  bream, 
perch,  tench,  fiounders,  and  dace,  and  thousands 
do  Ukewise — the  last  men  to  use  18ft.  rods  and 
detachable  reels.  1  never  saw  one.  I  have  seen  a 
small  brass  winch  ;  I  saw  one  the  other  day  tied  to 
the  butt  of  an  18ft.  roach-pole,  the  winch  quite  2ift. 
from  the  end  of  the  butt,  the  rod  balanced  on  two 
pegs  about  15in.  in  height,  and  the  angler  sitting 
well  back,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  a  most 
ungainly  and  detestable  style  of  angUng,  and  tliis  is 
what  the  bland  old  buffer,  seated  on  liis  three- 
legged  stool,  called  roaeh-fisliing  !  It  would  appear 
that  the  same  reel  or  winch  has  very  often  to  do 
duty  for  both  the  first  and  second  joints  ;  this 
being  so,  a  winch  that  would  suit  and  balance  a  rod 
on  the  second  joint  would  be  quite  out  of  place  on  the 
first.  The  reel  and  rod  should  balance  to  a  nicety. 
What  would  have  happened  if  a  specimen  fish  had 
taken  out  a  good  length  of  line  would  be  hard  to  say. 
After  my  fish  is  played  out,  I  disjoint  in  a  brace  of 
shakes,  and  I  do  not  want  to  "  make  it  easy  to  give  a 
couple  of  yards  more  line  "  as  suggested  by 
"J.  H.  R.  B." — it  would  be  no  longer  roach  fishing. 
I  do  not  intend  to  do  anj'thing  of  the  kind,  and  any- 
body who  knew  anything  at  all  about  the  Lea  style 
would  never  dream  of  it.  "  Roach  and  roach 
fishing  "  was  the  subject  of  the  article  which 
'■  J.  H.  R.  B."  thought  fit  to  attack  in  such  an 
unwarrantable  manner,  and  not  how  to  catch  and 
play  with  confidence  chub  up  to  6lb.  and  trout  up 
to  21b. — a  live  one,  on  a  bottom  of  the  finest  giu- 
obtainable  than  a  "  tight-liner  "  dare  look  at — in  the 
Wharf e.  Swale,  Derwent,  or  Wye,  or  Severn  chub 
up  to  61b.,  etc.  I  wonder  what  next.  Chub  up  to 
61b.  !  I  have  seen  one  in  the  past  forty-five  years, 
and,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  that  was  caught  in  a 
net.  The  last  chub  about  61b.  that  I  read  of  being 
caught  was  by  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
after  a  rattling  set-to,  near  Ringwood  last  summer. 
Frost. — "  Being  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  circum- 
stances, however,"  says  "J.  H.  R.  B.,"  "  '  F.  M.' 
tacitly,  but  unknowingly,  admits  what  he  attempts 
to  rebut."  Very  well,  so  let  it  be.  If  he  had  been  a 
little  more  explicit,  it  would  have  prevented  not  only 
me,  but  all  your  readeis  from  being  in  utter  ignor- 
ance. As  a  matter  of  fact  he  has  shown  such  utter 
ignorance  on  so  many-  occasions  and  so  many  sub- 
jects, and  thrown  overboard  authorities  like  dirt,  I 
see  it  can  hurt  no  one  to  let  liim  think  he  was  right 
on  this  occasion.  We  have  got  the  facts  anyway,  and 
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that  is  something  to  be  thankful  for.  After  it  "  had 
been  freezing  for  several  days  "  the  ground  was  like 
adamant,  and  yet,  on  Nov.  14,  in  an  article,  "  Roach 
flsliing  in  Winter,"  he  says  : — "  My  two  best  catches 
of  roach  made  last  winter,  one  when  the  wind  was 
blowing  half  a  gale  from  the  east,  and  the  other 
when  a  biting  nor'-easter  was  following  on  a  rapid 
thaw."  This  is  precisely  what  I  expected — the  water 
was  no  doubt  warmer  than  the  atmosphere,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  be  surprised  at. 

Referring  to  the  above  incident  he  says  : — "  An 
assertion  made  in  good  faith,  and  one,  too,  the 
veracity  of  which  can  be  vouched  for  by  witnesses." 
Is  there  not  case  after  case  of  fish  in  London  at  the 
present  moment  showing  the  prowess  of  Lea  roach- 
poles  ?  Scores  and  scores  of  them.  This  reminder 
should  also  teach  him  "to  do  unto  others  as  he 
would  have  others  do  to  him,"  for  he  can  scarcely 
expect  me  to  pat  him  and  his  friend  on  the  back  and 
call  them  "  jolly  good  fellows."  Plenty  of  chub  up 
to  21b.  and  over  have  been  caught  on  Lea  roach- 
poles,  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  they  go  off  with  as 
.strong  a  rocket-like  rush  as  a  trout.  It  only  makes 
"  J.  H.  R.  B."  and  his  friend  look  m^ore  ridiculous 
than  ever.  "  J.  H.  R.  B."  says  I  "  adopt  an  atti- 
tude of  superlatively  injured  innocence  suitable  for 
a  Washingtonian  statue  when  the  capture  of  a  21b. 
trout  under  extraordinary  circumstances  is  doubted. ' ' 
In  reply,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  never  seen  a 
Washingtonian  statue,  and  have  no  particular  desire 
to  see  one.  A  person  who  says  things  that  are  "  all 
bosh,"  or  in  other  words,  throws  the  hatchet,  is  not 
suitable  for  a  Washingtonian  statue  ;  and  as  to  the 
attitude.  Heaven  preserve  me  from  such  a  fate  as 
this  ! — Yours  truly,  F.  M. 

THE  KINKING  NUISANCE— A  SUGGESTION. 

Deae  Mr.  Maeston, — I  have  been  reading  the 
kinking  letters  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  perhaps 
I  can  give  a  hint  as  to  how  it  may  be  reduced  to  such 
a  minimum  as  to  cause  no  annoyance.  Though  I 
have  had  but  few  chances  of  fishing  for  pike,  I  have 
a  long  experience  of  spinning  for  salmon  and  trout 
with  real  gudgeons,  minnows,  and  all  kinds  of  arti- 
ficial lures  with  most  sorts  of  reels  and  lines.  When 
I  began  to  spin  I  used  only  three  swivels,  and 
suffered  a  good  deal  from  kinking,  especially  when 
fishing  rapid  streams.  I  then  tried  six  swivels,  and, 
keeping  them  well  oiled  with  "  Rangoon,"  I  have 
never  since  been  seriously  troubled.  It  is  possible 
that  the  six  swivels  may  not  meet  the  rotatory 
demands  of  the  larger  lures  used  by  the  pike- 
spinner,  but  so  far  as  medium-sized  gudgeons  go 
they  effectually  prevent  it.  On  coming  home  each 
evening  I  had  the  reel  Une  run  off  and  stretched 
between  trees  or  posts. 

By  the  way,  "  X.  S.  R."  talks  of  casting  40  yards 
from  a  Malloch  reel ;  would  he  kindly  say  what  sort 
of  a  line  he  uses,  for,  excellent  as  the  Malloch  is,  that 
is  a  distance  I  have  never  yet  seen  reached  from  it, 
though,  perhaps,  it  might  be  done  with  a  very  heavy 
lead  and  a  big  bait,  which  would  be  quite  unsuitable 
for  salmon  or  trout  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

Augustus  Geimble. 

RE  LINES  KINKING. 

Dear  Sib, — I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a 
lead  for  spinning  I  have  had  made  at  the  suggestion 
of  Colonel  Hinde  (commanding  10th  Lincoln  Regt.), 
and  which,  with  his  permission,  I  am  calling  the 
"  Hinde  "  spinning  lead.  Those  who  have  used  it 
say  it  most  effectually  prevents  the  "  spin  "  run- 
ning \ip  the  line,  and  thus  prevents  kinking.  They 
are  made  in  three  sizes,  with  buckle,  corkscrew,  and 
ordinary  swivels.  The  price  is  4s.  6d.  per  dozen.  I 
am  having  some  made  with  stouter  wire  and  swivels 
for  pike  spinning.  Those  I  send  were  made  for 
lake  trout  fishing. 

I  also  send  a  cheap  spinner  I  have  had  made  for 
use  with  a  dead  fish  bait  and  an  ordinary  flight. 
To  use  it,  insert  the  wire  in  the  fish's  mouth,  and, 
having  put  the  loop  of  the  flight  through  the  fish's 
gills  and  out  at  the  mouth,  pass  it  (the  loop)  through 
the  wire  eye  of  the  spinner,  and  press  the  wire  down 
till  the  "  fans  "  rest  on  the  fish's  mouth.  Insert  one 
hook  of  one  (or  more)  of  the  treble  hook  in  the  side 
of  the  bait.  The  advantages  are  that  a  bait  spins 
better  and  lasts  longer  than  if  its  tail  is  bent.  The 
price  is  3d.  each,  less  than  half  the  cost  of  any 
spinner  I  know.  It  is  well,  too,  to  have  the  "  fans  " 
on  the  spinner  turned  alternate  ways,  so  that  with 
one  the  bait  spins  to  the  right  and  with  another 
spinner  the  bait  will  spin  to  the  left,  and  so  prevent 
kinking.  If  you  would  like  anymore  of  the  leads 
or  spinners,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  send  them. — Yours 
truly,  M.  Baenes. 

1,  St.  Swithin  Square,  Lincoln. 

[The  lead  Mr.  Barnes  sends  is  boat-shaped,  with 
a  wire  loop  at  one  end  and  two  swivels  at  the  other 
end,  much  like  the  lead  illustrated  in  Mr.  Chol- 
mondeley  Pennell's  volume  on  "  Pike  and  Coarse 
Fish "  in  the  Badminton  Library,  only  Colonel 


Hinde's  lead  is  longer  and  not  so  deep.  The  metal 
spinners  are  cheap  enough,  and  would  be  very 
effective.  The  wire  ought  to  be  zig-zagged  laterally 
to  prevent  it  turning  round  in  the  fish. — -Ed.] 

KINKING  QUERIES. 

Deae  Me.  Maeston, — You  very  kindly  printed 
my  letter  to  you  on  page  247,  in  the  Oct.  17  issue  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  in  which  I  brought  up  the  kink- 
ing question,  and  asked  what  the  effect  would  be  if 
each  alternate  snake  rod  ring  were  put  on  "  with 
the  twist  the  reverse  way  to  its  neighbour."  Several 
correspondents  have  suggested  this  since  then,  but  I 
wanted  to  find  out  if  it  had  been  tried,  before  alter- 
ing a  beautifully-finished  little  lO-footer  I  got  from 
Slater.  Of  two  things  I  am  quite  certain — namely, 
that  snake-rings  cause  kinking  more  than  bridge  or 
uprights,  and,  secondly,  that  a  square  or  hexagonal 
line  kinks  more  than  a  round  one. 

I  have  done  a  good  deal  of  spinning,  but  till  the 
first  two  months  of  this  year  have  been  out  of  pikey 
neighbourhoods  for  ten  years.  I  got  over  seventy 
pike  then,  but  had  constantly  to  take  my  lines  for  a 
walk  over  the  grass  when  fishing.  My  favomite 
spinner,  the  "  Abbey  Mills,"  has,  of  course,  revolved 
thousands  of  times  when  hurling  through  the  air 
on  account  of  its  flanges,  and  helped  kinking,  but 
I  maintain  oiled  swivels,  and  a  lead  that  does  not 
turn  also,  ought  to  prevent  kinking  above  the  trace. 
Has  anyone  tried  the  alternate  idea,  I  wonder  ?  I 
have  got  a  set  of  Dale's  porcelain  rings  to  try 
some  time. — Yours  truly,         Olivee  Peocteb. 

DELAY  IN  EXECUTION  OF  ORDERS. 

Deae  Me.  Maeston, — Under  "  A  Salmon  Rod 
Query "  your  correspondent  wonders  what  has 
become  of  the  Manchester  Cotton  Spinning  Co.  I 
had  the  same  experience  with  them,  but  that  pales 
in  comparison  with  a  London  firm  of  tackle  makers. 
Over  three  months  ago  I  ordered  some  dozens  of 
flies,  and  remitted  a  cheque  considerably  above  the 
value,  asking  for  the  difference  to  be  returned  in 
stamps.  I  had  to  write  five  times  and  ask  my 
agent  to  call  on  the  firm  before  I  could  get  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  cash,  and 
now  after  waiting  three  months  I  have  had  to 
request  them  to  return  the  cash,  as  I  am  tired  of 
expecting  the  flies  (all  of  advertised  patterns).  In  the 
spring  I  sent  a  rather  large  order  to  another  firm  in 
the  north  of  England,  asking  for  an  invoice  so  that 
I  could  forward  the  money.  On  the  same  date  I 
ordered  a  steel  rod  from  Bristol,  Conn.,  U.S. 
America.  The  difference  in  the  post  from  here  is 
two  days  to  England  and  two  weeks  to  America. 
The  American  order  was  executed  before  I  received 
the  British  invoice,  and  as  that  omitted  to  mention 
the  price  of  a  pair  of  Wellingtons,  I  gave  up  in 
despair.  No- wonder  there  is  a  decline  in  British 
trade  if  these  are  samples  of  the  way  they  deal 
with  foreign  orders. — Yours  truly,         W.  D.  G. 

Slid  Tirol,  Austria. 

TRAILING  OR  POT-HUNTING. 
Deae  Sie, — Apparently  I  have  put  my  foot  in  it 
this  time — bedad,  an'  I've  raised  the  ire  of  an 
"  Oirishman  "  ;  sorry  I  trod  on  "  the  tail  av  his 
coat  !  "  Whirroo  !  whistles  his  shillalah  ;  give  it 
the  spalpeen  !  One's  pate  needs  be  hard  as  a  flint 
to  withstand  such  thwacks.  "  Pot-hunter  "  sticks 
in  Paddy's  gills  much  as  a  gorge  bait  in  the  throat 
of  a  pike,  and  do  what  he  may  to  shake  it  out  it 
still  sticks — there's  no  getting  rid  of  it  ! 

The  "  Boston  Bittern  "  has  fished  five-and-forty 
years  ;  he  has  caught  fish  by  fair  means  and  foul. 
Therefore,  he  claims  to  be  competent  to  discriminate 
between  the  two  ;  he  fearlessly  stands  by  his  guns 
in  condemning  "  trailing  "  as  unfair  and  unsports- 
manUke  ;  it  is  twin  brother  or  sister  to  trimmering, 
cross-lining,  and  ottering.  Let  any  unprejudiced 
observer  picture  to  himself  two  rods  projecting  over 
the  side  or  stern  of  a  boat  and  left  to  fish  for  them- 
selves, the  boatman — poor  beggar  ! — doing  all  the 
hard  work,  the  so-called  angler  smoking  his  pipe 
or  reading  his  paper  the  while — is  that  fishing  ? 
It  looks  more  like  the  essence  of  laziness.  Where 
does  the  angler's  skill  come  in  whilst  he  leaves 
the  fish  to  hook  themselves  ?  He  will  need  a 
bicycle  bell  attached  to  his  rod  next  to  wake  him  up 
— tinkle,  tinkle,  tinkle,  and  down  goes  his  paper,  up 
with  his  rod  and  strikes,  when,  heigh  presto  !  he  has 
caught  a  winkle  !  If  our  quondam  fisherman  be  too 
feeble  to  handle  his  rod,  better  pawn  it,  or  give  it 
away  ;  evidently  his  fishing  days  are  over,  and  the 
sooner  he  retires  into  his  parlour  the  better  for  his 
rheumatics.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  true 
sportsman  should  take  such  a  decided  objection  to 
trailing  ?  He  knows  well  enough  that  to  follow 
after  a  trailer — who  has  put  down  every  fish  he  has 
missed — -is  simply  a  waste  of  time  and  temper. 
I  have  heard  the  "  real  artist  "  double-damn  the 
trailer  ;  has  he  not  good  cause  to  be  jealous  and 


complain  ?  Not  only  does  the  trailer  get  the  largest 
fish,  but  generally  secures  most  of  them  to  boot  ; 
let  Mr.  Holmes-Leigh's  catch  of  forty-four  trout, 
weighing  84|lb.,  bear  me  witness.  In  making  such 
a  boastful  record  he  only  gives  his  case  away  and 
stands  self-condemned.  Surely  he  does  not  wish 
us  to  infer  that  these  big  fish  could  not  or  would  not^ 
have  been  caught  in  any  other  way  than  by  trailing 
■ — that  would  be  the  height  of  presumption  ! 

As  to  the  edible  qualities  of  pike,  I  have  said  my 
say,  and  have  only  to  add  the  testimony  of  my  lady 
friends,  who  exclaim  in  disgust,  "Oh,  do  take  away 
those  nasty,  horrid,  stinking  things ! " — Yours  trulj'-. 
The  Boston  Bittern. 

RESULTS  OF  MARKING  ^"SALMON  FRY 

AND  SMOLTS. 
Dear  Sie, — The  smolts  referred  to  in  last  week's 
issue  were  bred  artificially. — Yours  truly,      J.  M. 


EYED  HOOKS. 
Deae  Sie, — About  three  weeks  ago,  one  of  your 
correspondents,  in  mentioning  the  small  "  doubles  " 
tied  by  Messrs.  Forrest  and  Sons,  asked  if  there  was 
any  maker  of  round  bend  hooks  with  eyes.  I  had 
hoped  to  see  some  reply,  but  have  seen  none  up  to 
now.  I  do  not  know  if  it  is  my  own  fault,  but  I  find 
the  Limerick  pattern  hooks,  on  which  most  of  the 
best  fly-dressers  tie  their  flies,  miss  or  lose  so  many 
fish,  and  I  have  thought  a  round  bend,  short  in  the 
hook,  would  be  better.  I  have,  however,  never  seen 
any  of  reasonably  fine  wire,  and  should  be  much 
obliged  if  you  could  tell  me  where  they  are  to  be 
bought. — Yours  truly,  H.  G.  L. 

[I  think  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  of  Kendal,  still  make 
a  square  bend  eyed  hook.  Has  "  H.  G.  L."  ever 
tried  Messrs.  S.  Allcock's  round  bend  "  Parfait " 
eyed  hooks  ?  I  have  heard  them  very  highly 
spoken  of  for  hooking  well ;  they  are  fine  wire  and  of 
unusual  appearance,  reminding  one  of  the  Japanese 
barbless  hooks  and  of  the  barbless  hooks  made  in 
Switzerland.  Messrs.  Allcock  claim  that  although 
finer  in  the  wire  they  are  as  strong  as  thicker  hooks. 
—Ed.] 


NATURAL  MINNOW  SPINNING. 
Dear  Sie, — The  minnow  flight  described  by  Mr. 
Oliver  Procter  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  21  appears  to 
me  to  be  similar  to  the  "  Dee  "  flight,  described  on 
page  371  in  the  "  Badminton  Library  "  volume  on 
"  Salmon  and  Trout."  I  have  tried  this  flight, 
but  always  found  that  the  bait,  after  a  few  casts, 
slipped  down  the  gut,  on  account  of  the  minnow 
not  being  stiff  enough,  and  when  it  got  into  that 
position  it  would  not  spin  properly.  For  some 
years  past  the  only  spinner  I  have  used  is  Hardy's 
"  Crocodile,"  and  I  find  it  so  eminently  satisfactory 
for  salmon,  trout,  and  pike  that  I  do  not  think  "l 
shall  ever  use  anything  else.  As  regards  the  kink- 
ing of  bait-lines,  in  my  opinion  the  fault  lies  in  the 
line,  and  not  in  the  rod  rings.  Up  to  a  few  years  ago 
I  used  always  to  buy  my  salmon  bait-lines  ready 
dressed,  and  I  found  that  some  always  kinked  and 
some  did  not,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  tell 
whether  a  line  would  kink  or  not  except  by  fishing 
with  it.  I  have  paid  25s.  for  80  yards  of  bait-line, 
and  been  unable  to  fish  with  it  afterwards.  I  now 
always  buy  my  bait-lines  undressed,  and  I  dress 
them  with  Major  Traherne's  dressing  as  described 
in  the  "  Badminton  Library."  The  lines  I  get 
from  Mr.  W.  Wells,  Sussex-street,  Nottingham,  and 
the  kind  I  use  costs  3s.  4d.  per  100  yards.  When 
dressed,  I  suppose  the  cost  is  about  4s.  Since  using 
these  lines  I  have  not  been  troubled  with  kinking. 
I  always  spin  either  by  coiling  the  line  on  the 
ground,  or  into  a  tray  strapped  to  ray  side. 

As  regards  the  best  number  of  rings  to  use  on  a 
spinning  rod,  I  think  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
fewer  the  rings  the  smaller  is  the  amount  of  friction. 
Therefore,  as  we  reduce  the  friction,  so  we  increase 
our  casting  power.  The  rod  I  use  for  salmon  and 
pike  fishing  is  13ft.  long,  and  I  have  six  rmgs  on 
this,  exclusive  of  the  top  ring.  One  ring  is  on  the 
butt  2ft.  3in.  from  the  reel,  two  on  the  middle  joint, 
and  three  on  the  top.  With  fewer  rings  I  foimd  that 
the  line  had  a  way  of  lapping  itself  round  the  ro  d  when 
casting.  I  always  use  porcelain  rings,  and  I  cannot 
understand  why  they  are  not  fitted  to  all  bait-rods. 
I  have  just  made  some  liquid  wax  from  the  receipt 
given  by  "  Glanrhos."  It  appears  to  me  that  silk, 
when  dressed  with  this  solution,  has  not  the  same 
amount  of  "  grip  "  that  it  has  when  rubbed  with 
wax  in  the  usual  M^ay,  and  I  should  be  rather 
nervous  about  gut  "  drawing  "  from  a  hook  when 
lapped  with  silk  dressed  with  liquid  wax.  Has 
"  Glanrhos "  tried  spirit  as  a  solvent  instead  of 
turpentine  ?  I  should  have  thought  it  would  have 
evaporated  more  readily. — Yours  truly, 

A.  E.  Bannatyne. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Thf,  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  ioi  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
onlv,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 

!      good"  faith.    Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 

'      be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the 
Publishers,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to 
whom  all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  10».  6d. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto         . .       5g.  id. 

Three  Months       ditto  ditto         . .       2».  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage     . .        . .      12«.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   ^  5 

Half  Page   ^^^S 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page   1    6  o 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisemetits  mmt  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Telegraphic  Address—"  EIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Inteenational  Exhibition  of  Sports  and  Games 

TO  BE  HELD  AT  THE  CRYSTAL  PaLACE  IN  THE 

Summer  of  1904. 
I  HOPE  to  be  able  shortly  to  give  some  particulars 
of  the  International  Exliibitioii  of  Sports  and  Games 
to  be  held  next  summer  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  which 
promises  to  be  a  really  important  affair  ;  and  I  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  arrange  an  International  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting  Tournament  in  connection  with  it. 
The  following,  among  others,  have  aheady  joined 
the  advisory  committee  : — The  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
K.G.,  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  Earl  FitzwilUam,  the  Earl 
of  Shrewsbury  and  Talbot,  Earl  Manvers,  the  Earl 
of  Durham,  the  Earl  of  Sheffield,  Lord  Hawke,  Lord 
Alverstone,  Lord  Marcus  Beresford,  Prince  Ran- 
jitsinhji.  Sir  Walter  Smythe,  Bart.,  Mr.  Leonard 
Brassey,  Major  P.  E.  Green,  IVIr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr. 
H.  L.  Herbert,  etc.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I 
shall  do  my  best  to  get  over  some  American  cham- 
pion fly  and  bait  casters. 

A  Fly-tying  Class  and  Other  Interesting 
Irish  Items. 

In  the  Belfast  Evening  Telexjra-ph  I  find  these  inte- 
resting items  : — 

"  The  sub-committee  of  the  Ulster  Anglers  are 
arranging  the  preUminaries  for  the  restocking  of  the 
Antrim  Road  basin.  The  weeds  are  being  thinned 
out  nicely  by  the  frosts,  which  makes  pike  spinning 
more  pleasant  to  the  devotees  of  that  branch  of  the 
gentle  art. 

"  Scarva  Canal  is  a  very  good  place  for  coarse 
fishing.  Natives  say  that  the  bream  in  it  are  as  big 
as  bellows — a  dictum  that  has  a  windy  sound  about 
it. 

"  A  fly-tying  class  has  just  been  started  in  the 
Oddfellows'  Hall,  Frederick-street,  for  the  winter 
months.  It  is  composed  of  anglers  of  the  three  local 
associations. 

"  Some  precautions  should  be  taken  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  trout  which  from  now  till  January 
will  run  up  the  feeders  of  the  Woodburn  and  Stoney- 
ford  dams.  Once  these  fish  pass  the  boundaries  of 
the  Water  Commissioners'  lands  they  are  pouched 


in  bagfuls,  It  would  be  a  simple  matter  to  remedy 
that. 

"  There  is  scarcely  a  redd  between  Coagh  and 
Lough  Neagh  that  is  not  turned  over  and  over  again 
by  the  salmon  wliich  run  in  great  numbers  in 
October.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  best  parts  of 
this  stream  are  out  of  the  way  of  railway  communi- 
cation, otherwise  some  of  the  salmon  would  be 
available  for  stripping.  Nearly  all  the  brown  trout 
have  spawned.  The  numbers  of  lake  trout  seem  to 
be  decreasing  yearly.  "- 

Clwyd  and  Elwy  Salmon; 

A  correspondent  sends  me  the  following  from  the 
Denbigh  Free  Press    Nov.  14, 1903  :  — 

"  The  salmon  fishing  of  the  Clwyd  and 
Elwy  finishes  for  the  season  on  Nov.  14.  A 
number  of  fine  fish  are  now  lying  in  the 
pools  of  both  rivers,  and  during  the  past  week 
sevei'al  grand  salmon  have  been  captured.  The 
record  fish  of  the  season  was  taken  on  Tuesday  last 
by  Mr.  William  Frances,  of  Liverpool,  who  is  for  the 
fishing  season  staying  at  Vulcan  House,  Penrhewl. 
The  fish  (a  male)  was  in  splendid  condition,  and 
weighed  311b.  Length  44in.,  girth  25in.,  tail  mea- 
surement 13  Jin.  It  was  despatched  to  Mr.  H. 
Whitty,  Liverpool,  to  be  preserved,  its  colour, 
shape,  and  condition  being  considered  perfect. 
Another  large  fish  was  shortly  afterwards  hooked  by 
Mr.  Frances,  jun.,  which,  after  twenty  minutes' 
sport,  broke  away.  The  fish,  which  rose  several 
times  to  the  surface,  is  said  to  have  rivalled  in  size 
the  one  above  described.  Two  fine  fish  were  on 
Nov.  28  captured  by  Captain  Wrigley,  of  Bryn 
Polyn,  weighing  respectively  171b.  and  71b..  in  per- 
fect condition."- 

It  was  Mr.  William  Frances  who  killed  a  5.5lb. 
salmon  on  the  Eden  some  years  ago. 

Another  Note  from  M.  P.  Lassalle-Herron. 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  thank  you  very  much 
for  having  given  the  hospitality  of  your  most  valu- 
able paper  to  my  letter  about  bait  casting,  and  I 
feel  very  proud  of  it.  Now  I  must  say  that  I  feel 
the  information  has  not  been  quite  so  clear  as  it 
ought  to  have  been,  and  has  not  been  quite 
understood. 

First.— The  initials  of  my  friend  are  not  'F.  C.,' 
but  '  T.  C 

"Secondly. — The  reel  must  not  be  put  nineteen 
inches  from  the  butt,  but  fifteen  inches  for  a 
middle-sized  man. 

"  Thirdly. — You  say  that  my  method  of  casting 
is  the  same  as  the  one  of  Dr.  Heintz,  and  I  must 
say  that  I  fail  to  see  a  resemblance  between  the 
two  methods,  except  that  we  both  use  the  reel  and 
rings  upwards  instead  of  below  the  rod.  That  is 
the  only  point  in  which  we  are  in  common — all  the 
rest  is  absolutely  different.; 

"  First  the  rod. — I  use  a  different  rod  than  the 
ones  used  up  to  now  for  casting  and  spinning. 
The  total  length  is  shorter,  and  the  rod  must  be 
made  so  as  to  be  able  to  hold  the  reel  in  its 
proper  position — fifteen  inches  from  the  butt — and 
carried  upwards,  rings  upwards  too.  Dr.  Heintz 
uses  a  spinning  rod  of  the  classical  type,  with  the 
reel  placed  between  the  two  hands. 

"  Then  the  reel. — Dr.  Heintz  uses  an  ordinary 
Nottingham  reel  of  the  classical  type ;  I  use  a 
Coxon's  '  Aerial,'  which  is  a  very  much  improved 
Nottingham  type  of  reel;  it  is  very  light,  and 
runs  so  marvejlously  easy  that  one  can  cast 
far  (forty  yards)  a  very  light  bait,  as  light  as 
any  one  used  in  America,  and  I  think  that  no 
other  reel  made  in  England  could  have  the  same 
qualities. 

"  Position  of  the  right  hand.  —  That  is  the 
important  point.  Dr.  Heintz  uses  his  thumb  for 
controlling  the  reel  in  quite  a  diSerent  way  than 
mine.  I  put  my  thumb  flat  on  the  rod  below  the 
reel,  and  so  I  get  a  firm  and  fixed  basis,  which 
allows  me  to  control  the  reel  in  a  mathematical 
way,  and  to  dose  the  pression  according  to  what 
I  want  with  an  almost  imperceptible  motion  of 
the  thumb.  I  think  that  Dr.  Heintz,  having  the 
fingers  wide  open,  cannot  prevent  (when  casting 
with  force  to  send  the  bait  far)  either  too  strong 
or  too  slight  a  pression.- 

!'  To  resume  myself,  I  really  do  think  that  our 
two  methods  differ  in  the  rod,  the  reel,  the  way  the 
reel  is  adjusted,  the  position  of  both  hands,  the 
manner  of  controlling  the  reel,  and  the  way  of 
reeling  in  the  bait,' 


"  Dr.  Heintz  has  made  an  improvement  on  the 
ordinary  Nottingham  style  of  casting;  But  for 
casting  accurately  with  a  light  bait  at  a  long 
distance,  and  to  repeat  casting  quickly,  I  think 
that  any  of  your  readers  who  will  take  the  trouble 
of  giving  my  method  a  serious  trial  will  acknowledge 
that  it  has  very  considerable  advantages  over  any 
other; 

?'I  beg  you  to  excuse  my  long  (and  very  full  of 
mistakes)  letter,  and  believe  me,  dear  Mr.  Marston^ 
yours  truly,  ."  P.  Lassalle-Hekron,: 

J' The  British  Club^ 
Biarritz,'! 

I  ought  not  to  have  said  M;  Lassalle-Herron's 
method  is  the  same  as  that  of  Dr.  Heintz,  but 
similar;  Anyway,  I  am  sure  we  are  much  obliged 
to  him,  and  I  hope  that  some  of  our  anglers  will 
experiment  with  it; 

The  Proposals  of  the  Tweed  Commissioners.- 

The  Berwick  Advertiser  for  Nov.  27  contains  five 
or  six  columns  of  report  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries  Company,  from 
which  it  is  clear  that  there  will  be  considerable 
opposition  from  the  netting  interest  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  commissioners;  On  another  page  I 
give  the  comments  of  the  Berwick  Advertiser,  which 
takes  the  side  of  the  netsmen,  and  should  bo  glad 
to  hear  what  Tweed  anglers  have  to  say  to  it.  Our 
Aberdeen  correspondent  says  that  the  figures 
quoted  by  the  officials  of  the  Berwick  Salmon 
Fisheries  Company  to  the  effect  that  the  improve- 
ment in  the  fishing  in  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  was 
in  the  rod  fishing,  not  in  the  netting,  is  not  correct.; 

R.  B.  Marston.: 


HOW  TO  MAKE  PLASTEK  CASTS 
OF  FISH. 


The  demonstration  of  the  method  of  taking 
plaster  casts  of  specimen  fish  which  was  recently 
given  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  by  Mr.  F.  Derwent 
Wood  was  so  instructive  that  I  feel  that  a  descrip- 
tion of  it  cannot  but  be  welcomed  by  a  great  many 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  have  myself 
made  more  than  one  attempt  to  take  casts  of  fish 
by  the  methods  described  from  time  to  time  in  the 
sporting  papers,  with  varying  degrees  of  failure, 
for  reasons  which  I  will  point  out; 

It  will  perhaps  serve  to  illustrate  the  especial 
points  in  the  method  adopted  by  Mr.  Wood  if  I 
first  give  a  brief  description  of  the  procedure 
recommended  in  most  of  the  articles  published,  at 
any  rate  in  those  which  I  have  read; 

It  is  as  follows :  Take  a  piece  of  smooth  board 
rather  longer  and  wider  than  your  fish.  Lay  the 
fish  on  it  and  pack  clay  under  the  tail  and  fins  so 
as  to  raise  and  accentuate  them  somewhat.  Also 
pack  clay  all  along  the  sides  of  the  fish  where  it 
touches  the  board  so  as  to  prevent  the  plaster  from 
entirely  surrounding  it.  Next  procure  some  card- 
board and  bend  it  round  the  four  edges  of  the 
board  so  as  to  form  a  box  with  an  open  top,  and 
fix  the  cardboard  with  drawing-pins,  or  by  any 
other  convenient  method. 

Now  mix  a  sufficient  quantity  of  plaster  of  Paris 
in  water,  and  after  stirring  it  well,  pour  it  over  the 
fish  until  the  latter  is  well  covered,  and  put  it  aside 
until  the  plaster  is  set.  The  cardboard  should  then 
be  removed,  and  the  board  forced  from  the  plaster 
with  the  aid  of  a  chisel.  The  clay  can  now  be 
picked  out,  and  the  fish  being  elastic  can  be 
worked  out  of  the  mould.  The  mould  must  then 
be  prepared,  so  as  to  prevent  the  cast  when  made 
in  it  from  sticking.  The  method  generally  advo- 
cated is  to  give  two  or  more  coats  of  thin  shellac 
varnish;  When  this  is  dry  the  mould  should  be 
surrounded  with  cardboard,  as  was  done  with  the 
board,  and  a  mixture  of  plaster  of  Paris  and  water 
poured  in  and  allowed  to  set.  The  mould  may 
then  be  broken  away  from  the  cast,  which  should 
come  away  perfect. 

Other  writers  advocate  cutting  the  mould  before 
the  varnishing  stage,  so  as  to  ensure  that  the  cast, 
when  made,  will  lift  clean  out  of  the  mould. 

I  have,  as  already  stated,  tried  this  method 
several  times,  but  have  never  met  with  success, 
my  chief  difficulties  being  as  follows:  — 

1, -  Bubbles  formed  in  the  plaster  when  making 
the  mould,  and  were  reproduced  in  the  cast. 

2.  It  was  extremely  difficult  in  breaking  the 
mould  not  to  break  the  cast  also,  more  especially 
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as  it  was  hard  to  distinguish  which  was  which,  as 
they  were  of  the  same  material; 

3.  The  cardboard  "  surround '•' was  a  trouble  to 
fix,  especially  to  the  mould,  and  could  not  be  got 
to  fit  closely.  As  a  result  the  plaster  ran  through 
the  cracks,  and  had  to  be  broken  away  when  the 
cardboard  was  removed,  thus  giving  an  unsightly 
appearance  to  the  cast. 

4. -  In  spite  of  the  most  careful  treatment,  the 
cast  was  liable  to  stick  to  the  mould,  especially  in 
some  delicate  part  like  the  tail  or  finsj 

5:  If  the  mould  were  cut  as  suggested  above,  so 
as  to  let  the  cast  be  drawn  clear  out  of  it,  the 
appearance  of  roundness  was  lost,  and  the  result 
was  unsatisfactory. 

The  methods  adopted  by  Mr^  Wood  overcame 
the  whole  of  these  difficulties  in  the  simplest 
possible  manner,  and  considerably  shortened  the 
time  in  which  the  work  could  be  done; 

In  the  first  place,  the  clay  used  was  ordinary 
artist's  modelling  clay;  The  fish  being  placed  on 
a  board,  a  piece  of  clay  was  rolled  into  a  long  stick 
between  the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  this  stick  was 
pressed  along  the  lower  sides  so  as  to  prevent  the 
plaster  running  completely  round  the  fish,  but  so 
arranged  as  to  allow  the  plaster  to  come  into 
contact  with  a  little  more  than  merely  one  side  of 
the  fish; 

Pads  of  clay  were  then  placed  under  the  tail  and 
pectoral  and  dorsal  fins,  which  were  spread  and 
pressed  down  on  to  them,  the  superfluous  clay  then 
being  cut  away  with  a  blunt  knife;  The  important 
point  here  is  to  have  the  clay  sufficiently  soft  to  be 
readily  pressed  into  shape  without  distorting  the 
fish^ 

Mr;  Wood  explains  that  if  the  fish  is  fresh  and 
covered  with  its  natural  slime  no  further  prepara- 
tion is  necessary  before  making  the  mould,  other- 
wise it  will  be  necessary  to  give  it  a  thin  coat  of 
olive  oil,  brushing  off  any  but  the  thinnest  film  of 
oil  with  the  fingers; 

The  next  important  point  was  that  in  order  to 
enable  one  to  see  clearly  which  was  mould  and 
which  cast,  the  former,  or,  rather;  that  part  of  it 
next  to  the  fish,  should  be  made  of  a  different 
coloured  material  from  the  latter^  This  is  easily 
done  by  the  use  of  the  blue -bag  in  the  water  with 
which  the  plaster  is  to  be  mixed; 

The  plaster,  which  should  be  finely  ground, 
is  mixed  in  a  large  open  basin,  in  which  is  first 
placed  what  is  judged  to  be  sufficient  water;  The 
plaster  is  then  sprinkled  in  with  one  hand,  and  the 
water  very  rapidly  and  thoroughly  stirred  with  the 
other,  or  by  an  assistant,  until  it  is  of  the  con- 
sistency of  cream; 

The  basin  is  now  brought  close  to  the  fish  which 
is  given  a  first  coat  by  taking  up  the  liquid  plaster 
in  the  hand  and  pouring  it  on  until  the  whole  of 
the  fish  and  the  board  are  thoroughly  covered  with 
a  thin  layer — say,  J  inch; 

As  the  plaster  begins  to  set  a  very  few  minutes 
after  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  water,  the  laying 
of  it  on  with  the  hand,  as  above  described,  will  be 
found  much  more  easy  than  it  sounds;  As  it  sets, 
any  plaster  which  has  run  over  the  edge  of  the 
board  should  be  scraped  away  with  a  blunt  knife. 
This  method  of  putting  on  the  plaster  with  the 
hand  overcomes  difficulty  number  one; 

As  soon  as  the  plaster  has  set  we  may  proceed 
with  the  next  operation;  This  consists  in  dressing 
the  plaster  vdth  a  coat  of  "  clay  water,"  made  by 
pressing  a  piece  of  clay  into  the  shape  of  a  basin, 
putting  a  little  water  in  the  hollow  and  stirring  it 
into  a  paste  with  a  brush;  The  first  coat  of  plaster 
is  then  brushed  over  with  this  paste.  The  object 
of  this  is  to  prevent  the  second  coat  of  plaster 
sticking  too  firmly  to  the  first.  As  a  result,  when 
breaking  up  the  mould  to  take  out  the  cast,  the 
outer  mould  breaks  first  without  affecting  the  inner 
one,  which  being  thin  and  of  a  different  colour  from 
the  cast  is  easily  broken  away  from  it  at  a  second 
operation.:  Thus  difficulty  number  two  is  over- 
c  ome. 

The  second  coat  of  the  mould  may  now  be  put 
on.  This  is  done  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as 
the  first,  only  more  plaster  is  required  as  the  cast 
will  be  thicker;  As  the  plaster  sets,  the  mould  is 
banked  up  into  the  shape  of  a  rectangle,  having 
the  board  for  a  base,  until  a  sufficient  thickness 
has  been  obtained  for  reasonable  strength;  When 
this  coat  has  thoroughly  set,  the  board  may  be 
removed  by  dipping  the  whole  block  in  water,  then 
turning  it  on  edge,  putting  the  edge  of  a  chisel  to 
the  junction  of  wood  and  plaster,  and  gently 
tapping  the  handle  of  the  chisel  with  a  mallet; 


The  clay  can  then  be  picked  out  and  the  fish 
worked  gently  away  from  the  mould;  The  mould 
must  next  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the 
cast;  Instead  of  the  comparatively  slow  and 
unsatisfactory  method  of  varnishing,  which  I  have 
never  found  to  work  really  well,  Mr.  Wood  recom- 
mends the  use  of  a  coat  of  soft  soap  followed  by  a 
coat  of  oil.  The  soft  soap  is  boiled  three  times 
with  water  before  it  is  ready  for  use.  It  should  be 
rubbed  well  in,  and  lathered  with  a  soft  brush,  and 
then  the  lather  removed  with  the  same  brush. 

After  letting  the  mould  stand  for  about  ten 
minutes,  a  very  thin  coat  of  olive  oil  should  be 
given  and  any  superfluity  brushed  away;  Treated 
in  this  way  the  mould  will  not  stick  to  the  cast, 
and  thus  difficulty  number  four  is  overcome. 

The  mould  may  now  be  filled  with  plaster  applied 
in  exactly  the  same  way  as  described  above,  the 
plaster  being  heaped  up  to  form  a  bed  for  the  cast 
of  the  fish  to  lie  on; 

The  back  and  edges  of  the  cast  should  be  scraped 
true  as  the  plaster  sets.  When  the  plaster  is  quite 
set  the  block  is  laid  on  a  table  with  the  mould  side 
uppermost,  and  first  the  outer  layer  and  then  the 
inner  layer  is  chipped  off  with  the  aid  of  a  chisel 
and  hammer;  The  chisel  should  be  held  nearly 
upright,  but  slopmg  sUghtly  towards  the  edge  of 
the  mould,  and  one  should  of  course  begin  at  the 
edges  and  work  towards  the  middle; 

If  the  work  has  been  carefully  done,  the  cast 
should  come  out  clean  and  perfect,  and  in  high 
relief  on  the  background; 

In  the  case  of  large  fish,  Mr.  Wood  pointed  out 
that  the  cast  should  be  strengthened  by  inserting 
small  iron  bars  in  the  plaster  as  it  is  laid  on.  It 
may  be  as  well  also  to  put  in  one  or  two  eyelets 
made  of  wire  to  hang  the  cast  up  by; 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  conclude  with  the 
information  that  a  little  oil  on  the  hands  will 
enable  one  to  get  rid  of  the  superfluous  plaster 
sticking  to  them  at  the  end  of  the  operation. 

Gypstjm. 


AEE  THE  SHETLANDS  PLAYED 
OUT? 

The  Shetland  Islands  as  a  field  for  the  sea-trout 
angler  wherein  to  spend  an  autumn  hoHday  have 
always  possessed  the  alluring  fascination  of  a  cer- 
tainty of  sport.  It  matters  not  how  far  the  enthu- 
siast has  to  travel  by  road,  rail,  or  sea,  provided  at 
the  end  of  his  journey  he  is  rewarded  for  the  time 
and  money  spent — to  say  nothing  of  the  thousand 
and  one  inconveniences  of  roughing  it — if  he  finds 
he  has,  in  American  slang,  "  struck  ile."-  To  those 
who  knew  the  exact  out-of-the-way  spots  to  hit  at 
during  August  and  September,  when  the  bulk  of 
the  autumn  sea-trout  were  drawn  on  to  the  coast 
preparatory  to  ascending  with  the  first  of  the  floods, 
there  were  no  better  chances  of  the  brightest  of 
sport  being  got  than  in  the  voes  and  bays  around 
the  Shetland  group. 

These  places  were  not  always  to  be  found  adjacent 
to  hotels  ;  some  were   easily  accessible  by  the 
ordinary  everyday  routes  and  some  were  not.    As  a 
rule,  sportsmen,  when  they  find  a  good  thing,  try 
to  keep  it  for  themselves  and  friends.    But  the 
anghng  quarters  1  allude  to  include  even  those 
sacred  spots  known  to  only  the  few  as  well  as  the 
more  public  waters  at  the  leading  hotels  and  else- 
where.   Baltasound,  Bunna  Firth,  with  its  three 
miles  of  firth.  Loch  Chfl',  with  its  seven  miles,  Laxo 
(salmon)  Voe,  Swinning  Voe,  Hamna  Voe,  Burra 
Voe,  Vidlin  Voe,  and  Glucha  Voe  may  be  mentioned 
as  among  the  places  alluded  to  as  being  at  one  time, 
and  that  only  a  few  years  ago,  among  the  exclusive 
spots  in  Shetland  that  are  now  practically  played 
out.    Hitherto  it  has  been  my  province  to  encourage 
anglers  to  go  north  there  in  the  full  behef  that  they 
had  only  to  rough  it  a  bit,  and  sport  galore  would 
be  theirs  in  return.    For  the  past  two  or  three  years, 
however,  they  have  invariably  returned  with  long 
faces  and  disappointment  clearly  marked  in  every 
reference  to  the  subject.    In  fact,  it  has  pained  me 
to  meet  them  again.    Instead  of  the  hearty  hand- 
shake and  the  cheery,  gratefully  impUed  vote  of 
thanks  in  the  "  That  was  a  good  thing  you  put  us 
up  to  in  sending  us  to  Laxo  and  VidUn,"  there  was 
a  complete  blank  in  referring  to  the  matter  till  a 
leading  question  forced  the  pace,  and  then  the  truth 
blurted  out,  "  You  did  your  best  for  us,  and  much 
obliged,  etc.,  but  our  sport  was  poor,  in  fact  almost 
nil,  and  '  wild  horses  '•  will  not  drag  us  there  again,'! 


"  Of  course,  you  had  bad  luck  in  the  weather  ?  'i 
I  would  suggest  by  way  of  sympathy. 

"  Yes,  the  weather  was  not  all  that  could  be 
desired  ;  but  when  the  days  were  favourable,  the 
conditions  ideal,  and  everything  else  satisfactory, 
the  results  were  the  same.  There  were  no  fish. 
They  used  to  be  there  ;  they  could  be  seen  showing 
themselves  all  over  the  voes.  We  have  made 
baskets  of  sixteen  and  twenty  pounds  of  a  morning 
without  much  effort,  and  of  fish  scahng  between  21b. 
and  4lb.,  but  now  under  the  best  of  conditions  it 
would  be  difficult  to  get  even  half  a  dozen  above  the 
average  finnock  in  a  whole  day's  hard  work  and 
with  every  conceivable  kind  of  lure."  It  is  a  doleful 
tale,  but  too  true  ;  and  ought  to  be  fully  known  so 
as  to  prevent  gentlemen  incurring  the  risk  of  disap- 
pointment till  better  times  are  assured.  If  they  go 
now,  they  will  go  with  their  eyes  opened  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  and  should  they  find  matters 
different,  none  will  rejoice  more  to  hear  of  it  than 
I  will. 

Seals  and  poaching  have  done  for  the  Shetlands, 
and  until  these  two  evils  are  attacked  tooth  and 
nail,  and  firmly  and  sternly  dealt  with,  the  attrac- 
tions of  these  far-off  isles,  as  far  as  the  angler  is  con- 
cerned, are  things  of  the  past.  But  some  say  these 
two  evils  have  always  existed,  and  that  the  tribute 
Salmo  trutta  has  to  pay  now  is  not  more  than  it  has 
ever  been  during  the  past  decade.  Such,  however, 
is  not  the  case.  The  seals  have  multipfied  to  an 
alarming  extent.  At  one  time  the  islanders  shot  or 
otherwise  killed  them  for  their  skins,  which  were 
worth  about  3s.  6d.,  and  their  oil.  But  this  market 
has  by  some  means  passed  away,  and  the  seal  is 
less  troubled  than  the  rabbits  and  snipes  which  still 
retain  a  certain  value.  On  the  vother  hand,  the 
Shetland  herds  have  been  augmented  by  numbers 
from  Norway.  The  destruction  of  the  cod  fisheries 
caused  the  Norway  people  to  ask  protection  from 
Government,  and  during  the  past  two  or  three  years 
gunboats  have  been  sent  into  the  fjords  and  the 
seals  frightened  and  driven  off  from  their  former 
haunts.  Be  this  as  it  may,  they  have  increased 
enormously  in  Shetland  during  the  past  two  years  ; 
and  one  gentleman,  on  whom  I  can  thoroughly  re  ly 
as  a  capable,  all-round  sportsman,  and  who  wou!d 
rather  see  things  otherwise,  told  me  in  Aberdeen  cn 
Friday  last  that  on  one  occasion  recently  he  counted 
as  many  as  200  seals  on  or  about  one  island  alone; 
Now  a  seal  needs  forty  herrings  a  day  when  kept 
in  confinement.  He  will  not  five  on  a  less  quantity 
of  fiinnock  and  sea-trout  in  his  native  wild  state 
and  free  to  get  them.  He  goes  also  for  the  larger 
fish  first,  and  no  wonder  they  are  now  so  scarce. 
Think  of  the  myriads  of  sea-trout  that  must  be 
devoured  by  these  herds  of  ravenous  monsters  ! 

But  that  the  depredations  of  the  seal  are  not 
enough,  the  poacher  must  needs  lend  his  extended 
and  unchecked  operations  to  reduce  the  supply  still 
further.  The  rush  of  anglers  and  tourists  into  the 
Shetlands  has  created  a  new  industry  in  sea-trout. 
The  peasant  proprietor  or  farmer  was  never  par- 
ticular in  netting  the  voes  and  bays  for  his  household 
supplies.  In  spite  of  all  law  to  the  contrary,  he 
has  not  confined  himself  to  the  shores  opposite  his 
croft,  but  gone  wherever  the  fish  were  thickestj 
and  been  the  first  and  foremost  at  the  onslaught. 
When  he  had  enough  for  present  and  future  uses — 
he  salted  them  by  the  barrel — he  then  stopped,  but 
now  there  is  no  stop.  Lodging-house  keepers  and 
others  find  a  most  acceptable  cUsh  in  fresh  sea-trout 
to  offer  to  their  lodgers  or  boarders  or  guests,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  the  poacher  suppUes  her  wants 
daily.  He  gets  from  fourpence  to  sixpence  per 
pound,  and  even  more  for  large  fish.  He  poaches  in 
nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  httle  burns  which  run  into 
the  voes.  At  flood  tide,  when  the  fish  have  run  vp 
the  burn  mouth,  he  runs  his  net  across,  and  when 
the  tide  slackens  and  the  fish  fall  back,  it  is  not 
into  the  sea,  but  into  his  net.  When  there  is  a  glut 
at  home  he  finds  a  ready  market  at  Lerwick,  and 
boldly  ships  his  produce  there  and  elsewhere. 

Between  seals  and  poachers  the  Shetlanels  are 
played  out  as  far  as  first-class  sea-trout  anghng  is 
concerned.  It  is  not  the  finnock  alone  that  are 
eaten,  harrowed,  and  netted,  but  the  mature  brood 
fish.  The  seal  and  the  poacher  both  prefer  the 
larger  quarry,  and  go  for  it  with  a  vengeance; 
Nothing  could  stand  such  constant  incessant  on- 
slaught, and  so  the  "  leavings  '-  of  the  shoals  are 
all  the  angler's  portion  now  or  what  he  need 
look  for; 

Law  there  is  none;  What  is  the  use  of  enactments 
when  there  is  no  one  to  see  them  eiuorced  ?  Asso- 
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ciations  are  good  enough  if  the  members  are 
interested  and  on  the  spot.  If  proprietors  wish  to 
maintain  the  reputation  of  these  once  splendid 
islands  as  resorts  for  anglers,  if  they  wish  their 
hotels  and  houses  well  let,  if  they  wish  fair  sporting 
rents,  then  they  must  be  up  and  doing,  or  the  time 
will  be  passed  when  the  sore  will  be  past  heaUng, 
and  then  "  all  the  King's  horses  and  all  the  King's 
men  "  will  not  restore  the  trade  that  is  gone.  It  is 
a  commercial  point  with  them  :  it  is  a  sporting 
point  with  us,  and  rather  would  we  hear  of  anything 
else  happening  to  these  romantic,  far-off  islands 
than  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that,  as  far  as 
angling  was  concerned,  they  were  played  out. 

Special  Scotch. 


"  ONE  FLY,  AND  ONE  DEESSING 
OF  IT." 

THE  MARCH  BROWN. 

While  fully  agreeing  with  Mr.  Marston  and 
others  as  to  the  kilhng  powers  of  the  Olive  Dun,  I 
would  venture  to  suggest  that  its  greatest  success 
occurs  where  it  is  fished  dry,  as  a  floater.  If  "  one 
fly,  and  one  dressing  of  it  "  is  to  be  used  as  a  dry-fly 
— that  and  that  only — I  am  inchned  to  vote  for  the 
Olive  Dun  myself  ;  and  of  all  dressings  give  me  that 
which  I  believe  is  the  one  favoured  by  5lr.  Marston 
also,  although  I  am  not  quite  sure  on  this  point. 
Body,  Aldam's  gosling  green  silk,  with  a  few  turns 
of  very  fine  gold  wire  as  ribbing ;  wings,  medium 
starling  (I  do  not  like  them  too  dark)  ;  hackle  (legs 
and  tail),  dirty  olive  ;  hook,  No.  0.  But  I  would 
be  very  sorry  to  have  to  confine  my  fishing  to  the 
use  of  one  fly  only,  although  I  am  no  believer  in  the 
necessity  for  many  of  the  legion  of  patterns  which 
fill  the  books  of  numerous  anglers. 

If  I  had  to  plump  for  "  one  fly,  and  one  dressing 
of  it,"  for  all-round  purposes — river,  lake,  and 
stream,  wet-fly  and  dry-fly,  early  and  late,  through- 
out the  whole  season,  from  John  o'  Groats  to  Land's 
End,  and  from  Yarmouth  to  Galway — I  should 
decide  on  the  March  Brown.  Further,  if  one  size 
only  were  allowed,  I  should  prefer  hook  No.  3  but 
it  would  be  most  unfair  to  carry  the  restriction  too 
far,  seeing  that  one's  stock  of  March  Browns  should 
be  dressed  on  various  sizes,  ranging  from  hook  No.  0 
to  hook  No.  7.  The  one  dressing  would  be — body, 
hare's  ear  spun  on  orange  silk  and  ribbed  with  fine 
gold  wire  ;  wings,  legs,  and  tail,  hen  pheasant. 

The  reason  why  I  should  prefer  the  Olive  Dun  to 
the  March  Brown  for  dry-fly  fishing  pure  and 
simple  is  that  my  experience  goes  to  prove  that  the 
latter  kills  best  beneath  the  surface,  although  I  have 
frequently  succeeded  with  it  floating  and  oiled  after 
the  orthodox  manner.  I  am  a  strong  advocate  for 
the  use  of  a  dry-fly  wherever  and  whenever  possible  ; 
but  there  are  thousands  of  acres  of  lakes  and  miles 
of  rivers  and  streams  where  the  sunk,  or  wet,  fly  is 
much  to  be  preferred,  simply  because  it  is  most 
deadly  ;  and  it  is  in  this  connection  that  I  plump 
for  the  March  Brown.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
useful  fly  generally.  But  even  as  a  wet  fly  the 
Olive  Dun  runs  the  March  Brown  very  closely 
indeed.  Dressed  large,  say  on  a  No.  5  or  No.  6 
hook,  it  wants  a  lot  of  beating  as  a  lake  fly.  Indeed, 
if  I  were  asked  to  nominate  the  three  very  best  lake 
flies,  I  should  name  Orange  and  Partridge,  March 
Brown,  and  Olive  Dun.  But  because  the  March 
Brown  fishes  better  beneath  the  surface  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  so  neglected  as  a  dry-fiy.  Yet  it 
is  neglected,  often  even  on  those  waters  where,  and 
at  those  times  when,  a  rise  of  the  natural  flies  is 
occurring. 

There  is  little  or  no  doubt  that,  for  the  most  part, 
the  average  dry-fly  man  becomes  attached  to  a 
certain  dressing  of  fly,  and  that  with  his  "  favourite  "- 
he  succeeds  in  getting  good  baskets  of  fish — what- 
ever that  favourite  may  be.  And  therefore  in  this 
discussion  another  matter  commands  consideration. 

For  several  years  I  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  a 
Yellow  Dun  di'essed  by  Holland,  with  a  dirty  prim- 
rose yellow  wool  body,  medium  starling  wing,  and 
red  hackle  for  legs  and  tail.    I  killed  a  lot  of  trout 
with  it,  and  it  remains  a  favourite  with  me  to  the 
present  day  ;  but  it  is  not  so  good  as  the  Olive. 
Mr.  Marston  will  remember  this  fly,  for  it  was  he 
who  first  made  it  known  to  me,  and  he  basketed 
some  grand  trout  with  it  himself.    So  infatuated 
with  this  fly  was  I  at  one  time  that  I  fished  it  abso- 
lutily  without  any  consideration  as  to  whether  or 
not  Yellow  Dans  wara  rising.    On  occasion  I  did 
vj.-y  W3ll  with  it  on  the  Coquet,  and  that  on  some 


days  when  anything  approaching  a  Yellow  Dun  was 
peculiarly  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  It  killed,  at 
all  times,  especially  well  on  the  Derbyshire  streams 
and  the  Kentish  Darenth. 

And  this  brings  me  to  the  point  I  wish  to  em- 
phasise in  connection  with  this  "  one  fly,  and  one 
di'essing  of  it  "  discussion.  In  my  opinion,  granted 
a  decently  dressed  standard  pattern— preferably  a 
Dun  or  Quill  Gnat — in  the  hands  of  a  fairly  expert 
fly-fisher,  and  let  that  man  fish  it  continually 
throughout  the  day,  and  frequently  throughout  the 
season,  he  is  bound  to  basket  fish  with  it,  and 
naturally  more  fish  than  he  does  with  any  other 
pattern  ;  and  thus  it  becomes  his  "  favourite  fly. 
It  follows  also  that  if  he  be  more  expert  than  the 
average  man,  he  will  be  bound  to  make  a  record  for 
that  particular  fly.  There  is  a  lot  of  good  sound 
common -sense  in  the  remark  once  made  by  an  old 
and  tried  diy-fly  man — "  It's  not  the  fly,  but  the 
driver."  Moreover,  I  am  convinced  that  when  an 
expert  swears  by  a  certain  fly  and  has  real  confidence 
in  it,  he  gets  more  fish  with  it  than  would  an  equally 
expert  hand  using  the  same  fly  on  the  same  water 
at  the  same  time — conditionally  that  in  the  latter 
case  it  is  not  his  favourite  fly  also.  In  other  words, 
if  a  man  has  cause  to  know  that  the  fly  he  is  using 
is  a  tried  and  trustworthy  lure,  he  will  fish  it  "  for 
all  it  is  worth,"  and  prosper  in  proportion  to  his 
confidence  and  skill. 

I  would  go  even  further  than  that.  I  believe  that 
if  a  man  were  debarred  the  use  of  his  favourite  fly 
from  some  cause  or  other,  he  would  be  compara- 
tively unsuccessful,  simply  because  whatever  fly  he 
might  use  he  would  not  have  so  much  confidence 
in  it,  neither  would  he  fish  it  so  thoroughly.  This 
may  appear  a  strange  statement  to  make  in  view  of 
the  generally  accepted  theory  that  the  most  success- 
ful man  is  he  who  copies  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
fly  that  may  happen  to  be  rising  at  any  particular 
time,  but  it  is  none  the  less  made  in  all  seriousness. 

My  vote,  then,  goes  as  follows  :  the  best  all-round 
fly  for  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  March  Brown  ; 
the  best  dry-fly,  OUve  Dim  ;  dressings  and  size  as 
given  above.  Further,  I  venture  the  opinion  that 
should  an  expert  pin  his  faith  principally  to  one 
particular  fly  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that 
that  fly  will  be  equally  successful  in  the  hands  of 
other  experts,  each  with  a  difierent  favourite  of 
their  own.  Therefore,  little  is  to  be  gained  from 
any  replies  that  may  be  given  to  the  inquiry  under 
discussion,  other  than  it  may  happen  that  several 
experts  may  nominate  the  same  fly  (which  I  doubt), 
and  then  that  fly  should  certainly  command  especial 
attention.  Of  four  of  my  friends,  all  good  fly 
fishers,  each  declares  for  (and  fishes  mostly  with)  a 
different  fly.  Here  they  are — Ohve  Dun,  Ginger 
Quill,  Blue  QuiU,  GreenweU's  Glory.         E.  S.  S. 


HEAEING  AND  ALLIED 
IN  FISHES.* 


SENSES 


{Concluded  from  page  337.) 

Rreidl's  conclusions  were  supported  by  the  obser- 
vations of  Lee,  who  studied  the  reactions  of  several 
species  of  fishes  to  such  sounds  as  the  human  voice, 
the  clapping  of  hands,  and  the  striking  of  stones 
together  in  the  air  and  under  water.  In  all  of  his 
experiments  Lee  obtained  no  evidence  whatever  of 
the  existence  of  a  sense  of  hearing,  as  the  term  is 
usually  employed,  although  he  found  that  the  fishes 
were  exceedingly  sensitive  to  gross  shocks,  such  as 
the  jarring  of  their  tank  or  concussions  upon  its 
walls.  Lee,  moreover,  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  papilla  acustica  basilaris,  which  is  the 
special  organ  of  hearing  in  the  internal  ears  of  the 
higher  vertebrates,  did  not  occur  in  the  fishes. 
From  the  observations  and  experiments  of  Bateson 
and  of  Kreidl,  and  from  his  own  work,  Lee  believed 
that  the  conclusion  was  justified  beyond  doubt  that 
fishes  do  not  possess  the  power  of  hearing,  in  the 
sense  in  which  the  term  is  orcUnarily  used,  and  that 
the  sole  function  of  the  ear  in  fishes  is  equiUbration. 

The  generaUsation  to  be  dra\vn  from  the  work 
just  summarised — namely,  that  fishes  do  not  hear, 
though  they  may  respond  to  sound  waves  by  the 
skin — has  seemed  to  me  not  wholly  in  accord  with 
certain  well-known  facts  in  the  natural  history  of 
these  animals.  Among  these  facts  may  be  men- 
tioned the  undoubted  abihty  on  the  part  of  some 


*  By  G.  H.  Parker,  Assistant  Professor  of  Zoology, 
Harvard  Universitj'.  (Contributions  from  the  Bio- 
logical Laboratory  of  the  U.S.  Fish  Commission, 
Woods  HoU,  Massachusetts.) 


fishes  to  make  sounds.  If  a  fish  has  this  power  it 
might  naturally  be  supposed  to  hear  the  sounds  it 
makes.  Lee  has  called  attention  to  the  small 
number  of  sound-producing  fishes  as  evidence 
against  the  view  that  fishes  in  general  hear.  But 
the  fact  that  there  are  such  fishes  has  always 
appealed  to  me  in  quite  the  reverse  way,  and  should, 
in  my  opinion,  serve  to  indicate  the  species  most 
worthy  of  attention  in  any  investigation  of  the 
sense  of  hearing.  It  must  be  admitted,  however, 
that  fishes  may  possibly  produce  sounds  that  they 
themselves  cannot  hear,  but  that  other  animals 
may  hear  and  take  warning  from.  Thus  when 
small  swellfish  are  thrown  into  a  tank  containing 
hungry  scup,  they  are  immediately  set  upon  by  the 
latter.  In  defence  the  swellfishes  inflate  themselves 
with  sea  water  till  their  tegmentary  spines  stand 
out  rigidly,  and  at  the  same  time  they  make  a 
peculiar  sound  by  gritting  the  two  front  teeth  of 
the  lower  jaw  against  the  inner  surface  of  those  of 
the  upper  jaw.  It  is  not  known  that  this  sound  is 
heard  by  the  swellfish,  though  it  may  be.  All  that 
one  can  say  with  certainty  is  that  the  sound  seems 
to  be  directed  against  the  foe,  for  it  is  made,  so  far 
as  I  know,  only  when  the  swellfish  is  molested. 
Granting,  however,  that  the  swellfish  docs  not  hear 
its  own  sound,  one  would  still  be  rash  to  conclude 
that  this  was  an  argument  against  the  hearing  of 
fishes,  for  the  vast  majority  of  animals  toward 
which  the  sound  is  directed  are  fishes  themselves, 
and  these  presumably  hear  the  sounds. 

Another  good  instance  of  the  production  of  sound 
by  a  fish  is  found  in  the  squet«ague  or  weakfish. 
The  grunting  noise  made  by  this  fish  is,  howevei-; 
produced  only  by  the  males,  and  this  speciaUsation 
is  very  difficult  to  understand  unless  one  assumes 
an  abihty  on  the  part  of  one  or  other  sex  to  hear. 
Since  the  soxmds  made  by  both  the  swellfish  and 
the  squeteague  are  in  no  sense  shocks  or  concussions, 
but  resemble  more  closely,  in  rate  of  vibration  and 
in  intensity,  such  sounds  as  might  be  obtained  from 
the  ordinary  action  of  an  instrument  hke  a  tuning- 
fork  of  low  pitch,  it  seems  to  me  that  they  afford 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  sense  of  hearing  rather, 
than  the  reverse. 

A  second  reason  for  questioning  the  generaUsaticn 
advocated  by  Kreidl  and  by  Lee  is  the  character  of 
the  observations  upon  which  it  is  based.  Both 
authors  state  that  no  positive  evidence  in  favour  of 
hearing  could  be  obtained.  But  it  must  be  borce 
in  mind  that  in  many  animals  known  to  possess  a 
sense  of  hearing  the  auditory  reflexes  are  perhaj  s 
the  least  conspicuous  of  any  connected  with  the 
more  important  sense  organs,  and  that  conssquently 
the  most  careful  scrutiny  of  the  movements  of  fishes 
must  be  made  before  one  can  with  certainty  declare 
that  hearing  is  absent.  A  perusal  of  the  papeis 
already  summarised  led  me  to  the  conclusion  thtt 
something  more  might  be  attained  in  this  direction, 
and  I  therefore  resolved  to  give  particular  attention 
to  the  reactions  of  a  few  fishes  M'ith  the  view  of 
ascertaining  whether  or  not  they  showed  any 
evidence  of  hearing. 

At  the  outset  I  thought  it  best  to  experiment  on 
some  common  soimd-producing  species,  and  for  this 
purpose  I  did  some  preliminary  work  on  the  swellfish, 
the  squeteague,  and  the  sea  robin.  To  all  of  these 
practical  objections  were  found,  and  I  was  at  last 
obhged  to  abandon  them  for  fishes  that  produce  no 
sounds.  Among  these,  three  species  were  found  to 
be  especially  sensitive  to  sUght  vibrations — the 
kingfish  [Menticirrhus  saxatilis),  and  the  two 
common  species  of  kilhfish  {Fundultis  majalis  and 
F.  heteroclitus).  Because  of  the  great  abundance  of 
F.  heteroclitus,  the  ease  with  which  it  could  be 
operated  upon,  and  its  great  hardiness.  I  chose  it 
for  study,  and  the  observations  recorded,  unless 
otherwise  stated,  refer  to  this  species.- 

The  ears  in  Fundulus  heteroclitus.— When  a  tank 
containing  a  number  of  Fundulus  heteroclitus  is 
struck  with  the  open  hand  so  that  the  fish  cannot 
see  the  movement  of  striking,  they  respond  to  the 
vibrations  by  springing  suddenly  an  inch  or  so 
through  the  water.  The  question  to  be  considered 
is  whether  these  vibrations  stimulate  the  fishes 
through  the  skin,  the  lateral-line  organs,  the  ears, 
or  some  combination  of  these.  If  it  could  be  shown 
that  the  ears  were  not  stimulated  by  the  vibrations, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  would  have  evidence  pointing 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  fishes  did  not  hear.  If. 
on  the  other  hand,  it  could  be  demonstrated  that 
the  vibrations  did  stimulate  the  eare,  the  evidence 
would  be  conclusive  that  the  animals  possessed  the 
sense  of  hearing.  To  test  these  points  considcralile 
experimentation  was  necessary; 
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Although  the  experiments  already  described 
remove  every  reasonable  doubt  from  my  mind  as  to 
the  ability  of  these  fishes  to  hear,  the  objection  may 
still  be  raised  that  the  conditions  under  which  they 
were  carried  out  were  so  artificial  that  they  may  be 
said  to  have  almost  no  bearing  on  the  ordinary 
habits  of  Fundulus,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  relatively  small  volume  of  water  in  the  aquarium 
and  the  character  of  its  walls  as  reflecting  surfaces 
for  sound,  may  possibly  have  introduced  factors  to 
which  the  fishes,  in  their  natural  surroundings,  were 
not  accustomed.'  To  ascertain  how  much  weight 
should  be  given  to  this  objection,  the  following 
experiment  was  tried.  The  sounding  apparatus, 
consisting  of  the  sounding  board  and  the  bass  viol 
string,  was  taken  from  the  aquarium  and  set  up  in 
the  open  water  of  the  outer  pool  at  the  Fish  Com- 
mission wharf.  The  fish  cage  was  hung  at  a  distance 
of  fifty  centimetres  (twentyinches)  from  the  sounding 
board  and  towards  the  centre  of  the  pool,  which  is 
about  one  hundred  feet  wide.  The  sound  therefore 
was  as  unrestricted  as  that  which  naturally  reaches 
these  fishes.  On  experimenting  with  normal  fishes, 
fishes  without  ears,  and  those  with  insensitive  skins, 
I'esults  were  obtained  essentially  like  those  observed 
in  the  aquarium,  and  I  therefore  concluded  that  the 
restriction  of  the  water  in  the  aquarium  played  no 
essential  part  in  the  results  obtained  from  that 
apparatus.  There  is  thus  good  reason  to  believe 
that  Fundulus  heteroditus  not  only  hears,  but  that 
for  it  hearing  is  a  normal  process. 

Conclusions  Concerning  the  Latbeal-line 
Organs  and  the  Skin. 

The  observations  on  Fundulus  recorded  above 
give  no  support  to  the  view  of  P.  and  F. 
Sarasin  that  the  lateral-line  organs  are  to  be 
regarded  as  accessory  ears,  for  individuals  in  which 
the  eighth  nerves  had  been  cut  and  in  which  the 
lateral-line  organs  were  intact  did  not  respond  to 
the  sound  waves  from  a  tuning-fork  to  which  fishes 
with  ears  reacted  with  certainty.  I  have  also  seen 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  lateral-line  organs 
are  especially  connected  with  the  production  of 
gas  in  the  air  bladder,  as  suggested  by  Richard,  or 
that  they  are  particularly  concerned  with  equihbra- 
tion,  as  advocated  by  Lee.  Since  they  are  stimu- 
lated by  slight  disturbances  in  the  water  that  do 
not  affect  the  general  cutaneous  sense  organs,  I  can- 
not agree  with  Merkel  in  classing  them  as  tactile 
organs.  Their  appropriate  stimulus  is  a  slight  mass 
movement  of  the  water,  which  may  or  may  not  be 
vibratory,  and  which  induces  the  fish  to  swim  into 
deeper  regions.  This  form  of  stimulus  is  of  precisely 
the  kind  that  was  attributed  to  these  organs  by 
Schulze  (1870),  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  confirm 
Schulze's  further  opinion  that  current  and  surface 
wave  movements  stimulate  these  parts.  Such 
stimuli  certainly  do  affect  the  general  cutaneous 
sense  organs,  but  whether  or  not  they  influence  the 
lateral-line  organs  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Summary; 

1.  Normal  Fundulus  heteroditus  reacts  to  the 
Sound  waves  from  a  tuning-fork  of  128  vibrations 
per  second  by  movements  of  the  pectoral  fins  and 
by  an  increase  in  the  respiratory  rate.  It  probably 
also  responds  to  sound  waves  by  caudal-fin  move- 
ments and  by  general  locomotor  movements. 

2.  Individuals  in  which  the  eighth  (auditory) 
nerves  have  been  cut  do  not  respond  to  sound 
Waves  from  the  tuning-fork. 

3.  The  absence  of  responses  to  sound  waves  in 
individuals  with  several  eighth  nerves  is  not  due  to 
the  shock  of  the  operation  or  to  other  secondary 
causes,  but  to  the  loss  of  the  ear  as  a  sense  organ. 

4.  Fundulus  heteroditus  therefore  possesses  the 
sense  of  hearing. 

5.  The  ears  in  this  species  are  also  organs  of  prime 
importance  in  equiUbration. 

6.  Normal  Fundulus  heteroditus  swims  downward 
from  the  top  of  the  water  and  remains  near  the 
bottom  when  the  aquarium  in  which  it  is  contained 
is  given  a  slight  noiseless  motion. 

7.  Individuals  in  which  the  nerves  to  the  lateral- 
line  organs  have  been  cut  wiU  swim  upward  or 
remain  at  the  top  while  the  aquarium  is  being 
gently  and  noiselessly  moved. 

8.  The  lateral-line  organs  in  this  species  are 
probably  stimulated  by  a  slight  mass  movement  of 
the  water  against  them.  They  are  not  stimulated 
by  sound  waves  such  as  stimulate  the  ears. 

9.  Individuals  in  which  the  nerves  to  the  lateral- 
line  organs  have  been  cut  swim  downward  and  thus 
escape  from  regions  of  surface  wave  action;  They 


also  orient  perfectly  in  swimming  against  a  current. 
Since  surface  waves  and  current  action  stimulate 
fishes  in  which  the  nerves  to  the  lateral-line  organs 
and  to  the  ears  have  been  cut,  these  motions  must 
stimulate  the  general  cutaneous  nerves  (touch). 

10.  The  vibrations  from  a  bass-viol  string  when 
transmitted  to  water  stimulate  the  ears  and  the 
lateral-line  organs  of  Fundulus.  They  also  stimu- 
late mackerel  and  menhaden,  but  not  the  smooth 
dogfish,  which  responds  only  when  in  contact  with 
solid  portions  of  anaquarium  subjected  to  vibrations. 


COMPLIMENTAKY  DINNEE  TO 
MR.  WM.  FAUX. 


TMe.  John  Mueeay  presided  at  the  Whitehall 
Rooms,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  1,  at  a  com- 
plimentary dinner  and  presentation  of  a  cabinet  of 
silver  plate  to  Mr.  Wm.  Faux,  who  has  just  retired 
after  nearly  forty  years'  work  in  the  library  depart- 
ment of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son,  of  which 
department  he  was  for  many  years  the  much- 
respected  manager;  Between  seventy  and  eighty 
of  the  principal  publishers  of  the  United  Kingdom 
and  their  friends  joined  in  this  pleasant  testimony 
of  the  esteem  in  which  the  veteran  librarian  is 
held.  Among  those  present  were  Mr.  Reginald  J. 
Smith,  K.C.,  Mr.  A;  Hallam  Murray,  Mr.  C.  A.  St. 
J;  Hornby,  Mr.  J.  H.  Blackwood,  Mr.  Adam  Black, 
Mr.  Andrew  Chatto,  Mr.  Wm.  Heinemann,  Mr.  F. 
J.  Cross,  Mr.  John  C.  Francis,  Mr.  Vernon  Rendall, 
editor  of  the  Athenosutn,  and  Mr,  R,  B.  Marston, 
hon.  sec,  of  the  dinner^ 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE 
OF  MAN. 

THE  HOOK  FLY; 


In  Mona's  Isle  two  streams  there  are 

Whence  Douglas  town  is  named  ; 
Their  names  are  Dhu  and  Glas,  and  far 

For  trouting  both  are  famed. 
In  Snaefell  range  they  have  their  founts 

Thence  flowing  down  from  where 
Both  Carraghan  and  Greeba  Mounts 

Raise  summits  high  in  air. 
Through  wooded  glen  and  meadow  green 

A  winding  course  they  have, 
Until  at  Douglas  both  are  seen 

To  join  old  Ocean's  wave. 
The  names  are  Celtic,  and  for  those 

Who  Celtic  knowledge  lack, 
It  is  now  told  by  one  who  knows 

The  names  mean  white  and  black; 
The  colour  of  the  rivers,  too, 

Bears  out  the  names  are  right — 
The  waters  of  the  River  Dhu 

Seem  dark  as  clouds  at  night ; 
While  onward  glides  the  sparkhng  Glas 

With  clear  and  limpid  rill. 
Reflecting  shadows  as  they  pass 

From  Cloud  land  and  from  hill ; 
But  though  thus  differing  in  this  way. 

It  may  be  some  surprise 
In  both  of  these  to  hear  me  say 

At  one  fly  trout  will  rise. 
Than  scenes  through  which  these  rivers  flow 

Few  lovelier  can  be  found. 
The  mountains  high  above  you  show. 

And  ocean  booms  around  ; 
And  wild-flowers  bloom  in  every  nook. 

With  heather,  gorse,  and  ferns  ; 
And  if  it  chance  that  from  the  brook 

The  trout  make  no  returns. 
The  angler  still  may  pass  the  day 

Amid  a  scene  so  fair 
In  a  most  pleasurable  way,  ; 

With  heart  as  Hght  as  air ; 
But  never  has  this  angler  passed 

A  day  with  empty  creel. 
For  seldom  did  he  make  a  cast 

But  tightened  line  would  feel. 
And  see  the  trout  rise  with  a  bound 

To  catch  the  passing  fly  ; 
Some  trout  run  over  a  full  pound. 

And  when  they  are  hooked  jump  high^ 
A  single  fly  at  end  of  fine 

Was  all  this  angler  had  ;  i 
iVith  one  you  fish  "  far  off  and  fine,''  j 
L  Too  many  flies  are  bad. 


In  winding  course  the  rivers  gUde 

With  Uttle  nooks  and  purls, 
And  into  these  you  gently  guide 

Your  fly  into  the  curls. 
And  up  then  springs  the  speckled  trout 

And  seizes  on  your  hook. 
And  to  the  bank  you  bring  him  out  i 
I       And  on  his  beauty  look. 

On  Limerick  hook  we  tied  the  fly, 

Of  bronze  the  hook  is  formed, 
At  end  of  shank  a  httle  eye 

To  hold  the  gut  is  turned. 
A  Red  Cock's  hackle  then  tied  on, 

And  twsted  near  the  eye. 
And  even  chpped  to  seem  Uke  one 

And  look  more  Hke  a  fly 
Whose  legs  in  length  are  all  the  same— \ 

Not  one  short  and  one  long, 
As  seen  in  man  when  he  is  lame, 

And  hmping,  and  not  strong ; 
And  then  to  have  the  fly  complete 

And  make  it  better  sting. 
We  put  where  hook  and  hackle  meet 

A  fittle  guinea-hen  wing. 
I  have  fished  in  many  pleasant  streams 

In  Erin's  Isle  that  flow, 
But  never  even  in  my  dreams  ^ 

Did  better  trouting  know.  ] 
In  no  long  time  that  passed  away, 

UnUkely  days  not  out, 
I  caught  as  I  may  truly  say 

Many  a  hundred  trout. 

Note. — At  the  opening  of  this  fishing  season  last 
spring  the  Hook  Fly  was  repeatedly  mentioned  in 
the  Shooting  Times.  It  was  called  the  Hook  Fly 
because,  with  the  exception  of  the  httle  hackle,  and 
wing  tied  on  at  the  butt  of  the  shank — so  simple  that 
any  amateur  can  tie  it — the  whole  hook  was  left 
bare  and  conspicuous.  It  was  named  the  Hook  Fly, 
not  by  the  writer,  but  by  another  writer  in  the 
paper.  With  that  fly  and  without  change  the 
writer  has  fished  whole  seasons  through  as  well  on 
the  Bandon  and  Arigadeen  rivers,  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  on  the  Dhu  and  Glas  in  the  Isle 
of  Man.  It  is  a  fly,  too,  that  will  last  well  if  the 
hackle  and  wing  be  firmly  tied,  as  there  is  no  body 
on  the  hook  to  come  off.  The  natural  trout  fly  has 
a  slender  body,  and  the  bronze  hook  answers  for 
it  very  well.  Arigadeen  is  a  word  of  the  Irish 
language,  and  means  "  the  silver  stream,"  its  waters 
being  so  clear  and  bright,  and  as  the  waters  of  the 
Bandon  river  are  dark  the  description  of  the  Dhu 
and  Glas  above  would  apply  also  to  them.  In  these 
four  rivers  in  two  different  countries  the  Hook  Fly 
did  as  well,  we  will  say,  as  any  other  fly  or  any 
change  of  fly.  One  day  on  the  Bandon  river 
another  angler,  who  used  a  cast  of  three  flies,  and  the 
writer  were  fishing  near  each  other.  Simultaneously 
each  hooked  a  nice  trout  something  short  of  lib. 
weight.  On  the  upper  dropper  the  other  angler 
hooked  his  trout,  the  tail  fly  traihng  of  course  down 
caught  in  the  river,  and  the  three  flies  and  the  trout 
were  lost,  while  on  his  single  hook  the  ■writer  landed 
his  trout.  Out  of  two  Ukely  spots  on  the  Dhu  the 
writer  pulled  out  a  trout  from  each.  A  man 
working  by  the  bank  remai'ked  to  him,  "  Mr.  So-and- 
So  from  Douglas  " — naming  one  of  the  best  fisher- 
men considered  to  be  on  the  river — "  fished  those 
very  places  just  before  you  and  caught  nothing."- 
So  much  for  the  history  of  the  Hook  Fly,  if  the 
Editor  cares  to  let  it  be  known. 

Crosby,  Isle  of  Man.  Thomas  Poole. 


"  Baily's  Magazine  "■  fOE  December. — Mr. 
J.  C.  Munro,  the  new  Master  of  the  Atherstone 
Hounds,  forms  the  subject  of  a  portrait  and  bio- 
graphical sketch  in  the  December  number  of 
Bailifs.  Then,  among  other  items  of  interest,  we 
have  an  informing  article  on  the  successful  sires  of 
the  past  racing  season,  followed  by  an  essay  on 
"  Riding  to  Hounds,"  over  the  famihar  initials 
"  W.  C.  A.  B."  Golf  is  the  field  wherein  readers  of 
the  magazine  seek  the  "  Twelve  Best ''  this  month. 
The  editorial  remarks  on  prominent  exponents  of 
the  game  indicate  wide  and  discerning  acquaintance 
with  their  merits  and  methods.  JIi'.  Robert  Max- 
well, the  Amateur  Champion,  ties  with.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Hilton  for  first  place,  and  the  ordeal  of  the  ballot, 
it  will  be  agreed,  has  produced  a  very  just  result. 
"  Red  Quill '-  gives  us  an  account  of  his  sport  with 
the  dry-fly  during  the  season  on  the  Itchen.  If  his 
baskets  were  not  heavy  they  included  some  exceed- 
ingly nice  fish,  fairly  killed  by  the  most  sporting 
methodj 
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SEMMEKWATEK. 

Deep  down  amongst  the  Yorkshire  fells — three 
miles  or  so  south-westward  from  the  quiet  Uttle 
station  of  Askrigg,  on  the  single  line  of  railway  that 
cUmbs  up  and  up  Wensleydale  and  at  last  links  the 
two  great  systems  of  the  North-Eastern  and  the 
Midland  from  east  to  west,  guarded  on  the  east  by 
the  bleak  and  rugged  heights  of  Addleborough  and 
westward  by  the  culminating  point  of  the  long 
range  of  Weather  Fell — lies  one  of  the  most  charm- 
ing but  much  less-known  English  lakes,  Semmer- 
water. 

jMuch  as  one  would  like  to  recount  the  history  of 
the  lake — the  legend  of  the  buried  city  beUeved  by 
the  rustics,  to  repose  beneath  its  peacefully  rippUng 
surface,  the  ghost  of  Raydale  House,  and  the 
sanguinary  feud  of  1617  between  the  Metcalf  and 
Robinson  famiUes,  known  as  the  Raydale  House 
riot — or  to  depict  the  beauties  of  this  old-world 
retreat  of  the  early  Quakers,  among  whom  were 
numbered  George  Fox  and  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Fothergill,  want  of  space  compels  me,  in  such  a 
paper  as  the  Fishing  Gazette,  to  devote  such  space 
as  a  stern  editor  will  allot  my  pen  more  to  its  anghng 
features  than  to  its  surrouncUng  glories  of  heathery 
moors,  dark  majestic  hills,  and  wild  and  lonely 
glens,  reluctant  though  one  may  feel  to  quit  that 
part  of  the  subject  with  such  a  meagre  reference  to 
them. 

It  was  on  a  glorious  May  morning  that  the  writer 
and  a  companion  reclined  warm  and  panting  on  the 
highest  r  dge  of  Weather  Fell,  having  won  the 
summit  after  a  long,  hot  four-mile  trudge  away 
from  the  ^Vhite  Hart  at  Hawes.  Down  in  the 
valley  it  had  been  baking  hot,  but  up  here  a  deli- 
ciously  cool  air  from  the  south-west  came  across  the 
fells,  and  cast  long  silvery  sheets  of  ripple  across  the 
lake,  lying  some  2000ft.  below.  Yet  even  at  that 
height,  in  the  calm  patches,  we  could  see  the  rings 
made  by  rising  fish,  and  it  was  a  sight  that  quickly 
made  us  spring  from  our  resting  place,  sling  our 
creels,  and  commence  the  steep  descent  to  the  Boar 
Inn  at  Countersett,  the  tiny  hamlet  of  two  or  three 
houses  ensconced  in  a  sheltered  nook  high  up  on  the 
hillside  above  the  lake.  Here,  after  refreshing 
substantially,  we  descended  to  the  lake  shore  to 
interview  the  farmer  who  keeps  the  only  boat 
available.  Both  he  and  his  wife  proved  most 
genial  and  hospitable,  like  most  dalespeople,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  we  were  afloat.  The  breeze 
had  slightly  freshened,  although  it  came,  as  a 
southerly  wind  nearly  always  does,  in  flaws,  but 
the  colour  and  height  of  the  water  were  all  right, 
and  we  pulled  away  up  wind  as  merrily  as  the 
exceedingly  primitive  boat  would  allow,  anticipating 
good  sport. 

My  companion,  whom  for  brevity  I  will  designate 
"  the  Pupil"  (although  now,  sad  to  say,  he  has  no 
conipunction  in  "  wiping  the  eye  "  of  his  quondam 
"  Master  "  if  possible),  had  a  nice  trout  on  within  a 
few  yards  to  Snipe  and  Purple,  but  holding  him  a 
trifle  hard,  broke  with  him.  The  senior  angler 
presently  landed  a  nice  Uttle  fish,  rather  under  Uh., 
about  the  average  of  Semmerwater  trout.  But  we 
soon  found  ourselves  in  difiiculties  with  the  boat. 
Reader,  I  cannot,  dare  not,  describe  how  we  vitu- 
perated that  prehistoric  ark  !  It  would  not  drift 
sideways,  nor  stern  or  bow  first,  but  turned  round 
and  round,  and  the  oars  were  an  abiding  woe  to  us. 
Had  we  had  an  efficient  gillie  I  think  we  could  have 
easily  creeled  four  or  five  dozen  good  trout,  but  as 
it  was,  by  lunch  time  we  had  bagged  only  two  and  a 
half  brace,  and  missed  or  pricked  about  three  score, 
owing  to  being  perpetually  right  over  our  fish  with 
too  much  slack.  After  lunch  we  enUsted  the  ser- 
vices of  the  farmer's  son,  as,  if  we  had  been  wiser, 
we  should  have  done  at  first,  but  with  the  usual 
luck  that  characterises  such  situations,  the  fish  had 
gone  off  the  rise  considerably,  and  although  the 
"  gilUe  "  did  his  best,  we  could  only  add  a  couple 
more  to  the  score  before  it  was  time  to  beach  the 
boat  and  climb  up  to  the  Boar  Inn,  where  tea 
awaited  us.  We  hurried  down  after  tea  to  have 
another  last  slap  "  at  them,"  but  found  the  breeze 
had  all  fallen  away,  and  although  trout  were  rising 
to  natural  midges  all  over  the  lake,  getting  anyTvhere 
near  them  in  the  boat  seemed  to  put  them  down  at 
once.  Bestowing,  therefore,  a  few  final  and  heartfelt 
maledictions  upon  the  "  ark,"  we  left  it  lying  help- 
lessly on  the  shingle,  and  picked  our  way,  fishing  as 
we  went,  along  the  pebbly  shore  of  the  lake,  hoping  to 
add  another  trout  to  the  basket  before  we  must  reel 
up  and  catch  our  train  at  distant  Askrigg  Station, 


The  capture  of  another  trout  by  the  senior  made  up 
a  bag  of  four  brace,  and  induced  us  to  linger  so  long 
that  we  could  scarcely  tear  ourselves  away  from  the 
beautiful  lake.  Bathed  in  the  golden  evening  light, 
and  clothed  on  the  western  shore  with  the  foliage  of 
early  summer,  and  with  its  mirror-like  surface 
framed  in  an  amphitheatre  of  mighty  hills  rising 
dark  against  the  clear  evening  light,  I  have  never 
seen  Semmerwater  look  so  beautiful  as  it  did  then, 
and  we  were  loth  indeed  to  leave  it,  though  the 
shadows  on  the  lower  hills  told  of  coming  night. 
But  there  must  come  an  end  to  all  things,  and  after 
a  stiff  walk  to  Askrigg  Station  and  a  short  journey 
by  train,  we  were  contented  to  find  ourselves  in  the 
cheerful  dining-room  of  the  White  Hart,  with  sun- 
baked countenances  and  a  prodigious  appetite  for 
dinner. 

Semmerwater  is  not  pubHc  fishing,  being  partly 
let  with  adjacent  grouse  moors,  but  the  wandering 
angler  can  often  obtain  a  free  ticket  to  fish  at 
the  inns  at  Bainbridge  or  Countersett.  The  usual 
Yorkshire  fiies  in  their  season  kill,  especially  those 
dressed  by  James  Blades,  of  Hawes,  who  is  facile 
princeps  among  the  upper  Wensleydale  anglers. 
May  and  June  are  probably  the  best  months  for  fly. 
Besides  trout,  the  lake  contains  rudd,  bream,  very 
fine  crayfish,  and  unfortunately  a  few  pike.  There 
is  undoubtedly  a  large  stock  of  trout,  and  although 
they  hardly  average  ^Ib.,  yet  pounders  are  killed  at 
times,  and  even  a  61b.  fish  has  been  taken.  The 
trout  are  beautiful  in  colouring,  game  fighters,  eat 
very  well  indeed,  and  when  feeding  are  far  bolder 
risers  than  the  fish  in  the  Yore.  There  are  good 
trout  also  in  the  little  river  Bain,  which,  issuing 
from  the  lake  after  a  short,  brawling  two-mile 
course  through  a  deep  glen,  joins  the  Yore  at  Bain- 
bridge. The  lake  is  fed  by  three  lonely  becks, 
whose  glens  were  formerly  the  haunt  of  wild  deer. 
Ascending  any  one  of  these  and  gaining  the  elevated 
moorland,  one  will  be  gazing  over  a  scene  of  soUtude. 
Far  to  the  south-west  are  the  peaks  of  Pennegent 
and  Ingleboro'  and  lesser  hills  ;  north-west  is  the 
long  range  of  Shunnor  Fell,  the  monarch  of  the 
Wensleydale  Hills,  and  the  Westmorland  border 
hills ;  while,  if  the  angler  dislikes  not  a  soUtary  tramp 
over  the  wild  moorland,  where  one  might  wander 
for  hours  without  sign  of  life  or  habitation,  a  track 
south-east,  passing  the  western  slopes  of  Buckden 
Pike  and  Great  Whernside,  will  brmg  him  to  the 
valley  of  the  Wharfe.  C.  H.  Taylor. 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  338.) 

CHAPTER  XI I.— continued. 

The  Dytiscidce  differ  from  the  HydrophilidcB 
chiefly  in  the  formation  of  their  antennae  and  palpi 
(Fig.  149).  In  the  former  the  antennae  are  shm  and 
elongated,  and  in  the  latter  they  are  short  and 
clubbed.  But  in  the  Hydrophilidce  the  maxillary 
palpi  are  long  and  slender,  and  are  much  more  con- 
spicuous than  their  antennae,  which  are  often 
placed  close  to  the  body,  out  of  sight ;  while  the 
palpi  of  the  Dytiscidce  are  quite  small  when  com- 
pared with  the  length  and  prominence  of  their 
antennae.  There  is  a  difference  also  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  legs  of  the  two  families.  In  the  Dytis- 
cidce the  legs  are  especially  adapted  for  swimming, 
the  fore  and  middle  pairs  of  legs  being  placed  closely 
together,  while  the  hind-legs  are  placed  at  some 
little  distance  from  them  to  allow  of  plenty  of  room 
for  the  swimming  movement.  But  in  the  Hydro- 
philidce the  three  pairs  of  legs  are  almost  equal  dis- 
tances apart.  When  swimming,  the  hind-legs  of 
the  Dytiscidce  move  together,  while  those  of  the 
Hydrophilidce  move  alternately.  The  former  may 
be  said  to  swim  somewhat  similar  to  a  frog,  and  the 
latter  Uke  a  dog.  This  difference  in  the  mamier  of 
swimming  is  more  or  less  apparent  in  most  of  the 
species  of  the  two  famihes.  But  some  of  \he  Hydro- 
philidce seem  to  have  legs  fitted  for  crawHng  over 
aquatic  plants  rather  than  for  swimming,  while  not 
a  few  of  the  Dytiscidce  progress  in  the  water  like 
members  of  the  Hydrophilidce.  In  distinguishing 
the  different  genera  and  species  of  aquatic  beetles 
it  is  necessary  to  pay  attention  to  colour,  size, 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 


structure,  and  sculpture,  but  especially  to  the  latter 
two. 

Certain  Dytiscidce,  such  as  Dytiscus  marginalia, 
must  not,  as  every  keeper  of  an  aquarium  knows, 
be  placed  among  fish  and  other  defenceless  in- 
habitants of  the  water,  but  in  separate  vessels, 
where  they  will  be  intei  esting  and  instructive.  But 
some  of  these  beetles,  if  properly  managed,  can  bo 
with  advantage  placed  in  the  ordinary  aquarium, 
for  they  will  act  the  part  of  scavengers.  The  herbi- 
vorous beetles,  for  example,  Hydrophilus  j/iceus,  are 
especially  suitable  for  the  tank,  and  are  also  perhaps 
more  interesting  in  it  than  any  of  the  others,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  their  egg-laying  arrangements. 
The  eggs  of  aquatic  beetles  are  oval  or  oblong,  and 
are  placed  usually  cither  in  cocoons  or  upon  or  in 
slits  of  aquatic  plants.  The  larvae  of  both  the  car- 
nivorous and  the  herbivorous  beetles  arc  far  too 
predaceous  to  be  trusted  in  the  general  tank.  They 
are,  however,  full  of  interest,  and  quite  worthy  of 
separate  aquaria  easily  prepared  for  the  purpose. 
If  it  is  wished  that  the  larvae  should  change  to  the 
perfect  beetles  while  in  confinement,  it  will  be 


Fig.  149.    Enlarged  Outline  of  Male  Water- 
Beetle  (Dytiscus  marginalis). 

a,  Anteniiie ;  b,  Maxillary  Palpi ;  c,  Eye ;  (?,  Fore-Leg ; 
e,  Thorax  ;  Middle  Le^  ;  Elytron  ;  h,  Suture  ;  i,  Hind-Leg  ; 
J,  ("law;  k\  Tarsus  or  i'oot ;  I,  Tiliia  or  Shank;  m.  Femur  or 
Thiyh  :  n.  First  three  Joints  of  Foot,  widened  into  a  Plate 
liossessiug  Suckers  underneath. 

necessary  to  make  for  them  an  especially  arranged 
tank,  for  most  of  them  pass  their  pupal  state  not 
in  the  water  but  in  the  damp  earth  at  its  side. 
Some  larvae  are  a  long  time  before  they  become 
pupae,  while  others  are  only  a  few  weeks. 

The  carnivorous  beetles  are  much  more  Ukely  to 
be  a  source  of  danger  to  their  defenceless  comrades 
during  summer  than  during  winter.  The  keeper 
should  therefore  guard  against  jumping  to  the  con- 
clusion that  since  he  has  been  able  to  keep  certain 
of  the  Dytiscida;  among  fish  without  the  latter 
suffering  any  hurt  during  winter,  he  can  always  do 
so. 

The  Hydradephaga  are  divided  into  two  famihes  : 
(1)  The  Dytiscida:,  (2)  The  Gyrinidu;. 

The  Dytiscida}  family  numbers  in  Britain  about 
114  different  species  ;  but  many  of  them  are  very 
locally  distributed.  These  beetles,  which  prefer 
stagnant  to  running  water,  are  extremely  preda- 
ceous, and  devour  small  fish,  tadpoles,  insects, 
larvae  of  insects,  and  beetles  of  their  own  and  other 
species.  They  have  good  powers  of  flight,  and  fre- 
quently travel,  chiefly  during  the  evening,  from  one 
piece  of  water  to  another.  No  pond  or  puddle 
seems  to  be  too  small  for  them.  They  have  often 
been  found  in  the  latter  which  had  been  formed  by 
recent  rains.  An  instance  indeed  is  recorded  of  a 
Dytiscus  being  discovered  in  a  tumbler  of  water 
after  a  shower.  They  have  also  been  known  to 
dart  at  and  kill  themselves  against  the  roofs  of 
greenhouses  and  the  hke,  under  the  idea  that  they 
were  flying  into  water.  They  are  said  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  atmospheric  disturbances,  and  during 
storms  to  descend  to  the  bottom  of  the  water,  only 
rising  towards  the  surface  as  the  weather  becomes 
calmer. 

The  bodies  of  the  Dytiscidce  are  generally  smooth 
and  ovate,  and  the  different  parts  of  the  body,  as  a 
rule,  fit  mto  each  other.  The  eyes  do  not  project. 
The  hind-legs  are  long  and  frmged,  and  the  feet  are 
broad  and  also  fringed.  The  antenna,  as  before 
mentioned,  are  long  and  slender.     The  anterior 


tarsi  of  the  fore-legs  of  the  males  are  frequently 
more  or  less  widened,  and  the  elytra  of  the  female 
are  sometimes  furrowed  or  sulcated. 

When  these  beetles  hibernate  or  are  at  rest,  they 
retire  into  the  masses  of  aquatic  plants  or  into  the 
mud  at  the  bottom  of  the  water.  They  all  breathe 
atmospheric  air,  and  are  therefore  obliged  to  come 
frequently  to  the  face  of  the  water.  Their  manner 
of  respiration  is  very  interesting.  The  upper  part 
of  their  abdomen  is  provided  with  breathing  tubes 
or  spiracles,  which  are  hidden  by  the  elytra  when 
the  insects  are  not  flying.  The  back  of  the 
abdomen  is  nearly  flat;  above  it  the  elytra 
when  shut  form  a  kmd  of  arch,  and  thus  enclose  the 
spiracles  in  a  chamber,  into  which  water  cannot 
enter  to  wet  the  wings  enclosed  within.  When  the 
beetles  wish  to  take  a  supply  of  air  they  gently  pro- 
trude the  extremities  of  their  bodies  above  the 
water,  and  allow  the  air  to  enter  the  chamber  upon 
their  backs.  The  air  so  obtained  can  enter  the 
spiracles  as  the  beetles  require  it,  and  thus  they 
are  able  to  remain  in  the  depths  of  the  water  until 
all  the  supply  of  air  has  been  utihsed,  when  they  are 
again  obUged  to  return  to  the  surface  for  more.  If. 
for  some  reason  or  other — such  as  their  antennsp 
))eing  held  by  the  valves  of  a  mussel,  of  which  I 
have  read— the  insects  cannot  return  to  the  surface 
of  the  water,  they,  though  aquatic,  -ni.]!  be  drowned, 
and  sooner,  it  is  said,  than  even  land  beetles  under 
the  same  circumstances.  As  these  beetles  swim  to 
and  fro  under  the  water,  a  small  bubble  of  air  is 
seen  attached  to  their  extremities. 

The  tanks  in  which  the  Dytiscidoe  are  confined 
should  be  kept  covered.  Carnivorous  beetles  while 
in  the  aquarium  may  be  fed  upon  small  garden- 
worms,  a  tiny  dead  fish,  or  pieces  of  raw  meat  sus- 
pended in  the  water  by  a  little  hook.  The  meat 
should  alwaj's  be  removed  before  there  is  a  chance 
of  its  corrupting  the  water. 

The  larvse  of  these  beetles,  which  are  hatched 
from  cyhndi-ical  eggs  during  the  autumn  and  early 
spring,  are  carnivorous  in  habit  and  elongated  in 
shape,  gradually  tapermg  towards  the  tail  Their 
heads  are  usually  provided  with  sickle-hke  jaw.s, 
through  which  they  are  able  to  suck  the  juices  of 
their  prey.  They  are  very  great  eaters,  and  as  they 
grow  quickly  they  frequently  change  their  skins, 
which  are  interesting  under  the  microscope.  The 
food  of  the  larvae,  according  to  their  size,  consists  of 
small  fish,  tadpoles,  aquatic  molluscs,  insects,  and 
larvse  of  insects,  even  occasionally  of  their  own 
species.  When  it  is  time  for  them  to  enter  the  pupal 
state,  they  leave  the  water  and  make  small  caves  or 
hollows  in  the  damp  soil  at  its  edge,  from  which 
hiding-places  they  emerge  in  about  a  fortnight,  or 
more  or  less  according  to  circumstances  and  species, 
perfect  beetles.  Though  these  larvse  are  so  rapa- 
cious and  fierce,  they  are  not  very  tenacious  of  Ufe, 
for  a  small  hurt  will  be  quite  sufiicient  to  cause 
their  death.  It  will  be  frequently  found,  while 
examining  the  spoils  of  a  hunt,  that  they  have  been 
among  the  fii'st  to  succumb. 

The  Dytiscidoe  are  divided  into  four  sub-famihes, 
namely,  Dytiscides^  Pdobiides,  Hcdiplides,  and 
Hydroporides. 

The  sub-family  of  the  Dytiscides  comprises  at 
least  eight  genera,  which  are"^ indigenous  to  Britain, 
and  are:  (1)  Dytiscus,  (2)  Acilius,  (3)  Colymbetes, 
(4)  Ilyhius,  (.5)  Hydaticus,  (6)  Agabus,  (7)  Lacco- 
•philus,  (8)  Noterus. 

As  there  are  about  220  or  230  different  species  of 
British  aquatic  beetles,  it  will  be  quite  impossible 
to  refer  in  this  handbook  to  anything  Uke  the 
greater  portion  of  them.  I  will  only  attempt, 
therefore,  to  describe  a  few  of  the  most  suitable  for 
and  interesting  in  the  aquarium. 

In  writing  of  the  carnivorous  aquatic  beetles,  one 
naturally  thinks  first  (though,  perhaps,  scientifically 
it  is  not  quite  right  so  to  do)  of  the  handsome,  bold, 
popular,  and  greedy  Dytiscus  marginalis  as  worthy 
of  heading  the  list  of  those  which  may  be  readily 
kept  in  confinement.  It  is  common,  hardy,  and 
interesting,  but,  as  already  mentioned,  it  should 
not  be  allowed  companions  during  its  captivity.  It 
is  well  described  as  the  "  ogre  "•  among  insects,  for 
it  is  indeed  as  much  a  source  of  fear  and  danger  to 
the  small  aquatic  animals  among  which  it  lives  as 
is  the  pike— the  fresh-water  shark—to  its  fellow 
fishi 

(To  be  continued.) 
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With  the  extension  of  the  railways  have  dis 
appeared  the  palatial  steamboats  on  the  Mississipp: 
and  on  which  the  planters  travelled  from  thei 
plantations  on  the  river  to  New  Orleans  to  transact 
their  business,  the  buying  and  selling  of  slaves  (which 
same  slaves  were  not  uncommonly  the  stakes  for 
wliichthey  used  toplayonboard)andotherpurposes , 
but  though  these  good  old  times  have  gone,  never,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  to  return,  there  are  still  numerous 
steamers  plying  on  the  river,  and  the  freight 
being  more  remunerative  than  the  passenger  traffic, 
it  necessarily  follows  that  the  steamers  are  built 
more  properly  for  the  former  than  the  latter; 
carrying  manufactured  goods  from  the  large 
cities  on  its  banks  and  distributing  them  along 
the  route  at  the  various  landings,  and  in  return 
shipping  cotton  in  bales  and  cotton-seed  in  bags 
together  with  sugar-cane  and  the  manufactured 
articles  for  shipment  to  New  Orleans,  and  from 
there  to  Europe  and  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Few  trips  possessing  a  more  complete  change  of 
scene  and  freedom  from  the  worries  of  ordinary  fife 
can  be  imagined  than  a  trip  on  the  Mississippi,  say, 
from  St.  Louis  down  to  New  Orleans,  a  distance  of 
over  1200  miles,  and  should  one  be  favoured  with 
fine  weather,  the  six  or  eight  days  thus  spent  will 
long  Unger  in  the  memory  as  amongst  the  pleasantest 
experiences  of  travel. 

First  a  word  as  to  the  steamers  themselves. 
They  are  of  all  sizes  according  to  the  uses  to  which 
they  are  put,  but  the  passenger  boats  are  about 
280ft.  or  300ft.,  are  of  shallow  draught,  and  propelled 
either  by  paddle  wheels  at  the  sides  or  a  single 
wheel  at  the  stern  ;  they  are  relatively  broad  for 
their  length,  and  in  the  case  of  side  wheelers  the 
sponson  beams  are  carried  fore  and  aft  for  the 
full  length  of  the  vessel,  thus  materially  adding  to 
her  beam  and  the  cargo  spa^e  on  the  main  deck. 

The  main  deck  is  given  up  to  the  engines  and 
boilers,  ofiices  and  cargo,  and  the  passenger  accom 
modation  is  on  a  deck  above,  supported  on  columns 
but  not  extending  quite  the  full  length  of  the  vessel 
space  being  allowed  at  both  ends  for  handling  the 
cargo.  A  saloon  extends  the  full  length  of  this 
upper  deck,  in  which  the  meals  are  served ;  the 
state-rooms  run  along  both  sides,  and  at  one  end 
generally  is  a  piano,  rocking  and  other  easy  chairs, 
and  at  the  other  a  bar  at  which  "  varieties  '-  to 
suit  different  creeds  are  dispensed.  A  promenade 
deck  runs  all  round,  afi'ording  a  pleasant  lounge  from 
which  to  admire  the  ever-changing  views. 

In  some  cases  a  second  deck,  a  duphcate  of  that 
described  above,  is  overhead,  but  more  frequently 
there  is  only  a  row  of  state-rooms,  back  to  back, 
running  down  the  centre  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  coloured  passengers,  the  pilot-house  towering 
at  the  forward  end  above  all  this  huge  super- 
structure, and  the  rest  of  the  deck  space  is  given  up 
to  the  hghter  description  of  merchandise.  For 
convenience  of  shipping  and  discharging  the  cargo, 
at  the  forward  end  and  abreast  of  one  another  are 
erected  a  couple  of  masts  carrying  strong  booms, 
which  can  be  swung  out  on  either  side  as  most 
convenient,  and  from  which  are  hung  broad  gang- 
ways long  enough  in  most  cases  to  reach  the  tops 
of  the  levees  which  are  such  a  prominent  feature 
in  the  landscape  on  the  Mississippi,  thus  forming  long 
inchned  planes,  up  and  down  which  the  negroes, 
named  "  roustabouts,"  carry  or  I'oll  the  freight. 
The  steamers  are  further  provided  with  search- 
fights,  manipulated  from  the  pilot-house,  and  which 
greatly  facilitate  the  navigation  and  the  handhng 
of  the  freight  at  nights. 

These  "  roustabouts  "  are  not  a  favourable  speci- 
men of  the  coloured  race,  being  composed  largely  of 
gaol-birds  and  other  sweepings  of  the  large  cities, 
but  they  are  a  necessary  evil  owing  to  the  fact  that 
no  other  class  of  men  have  been  found  to  be  able 
to  bear  the  excessive  labour  they  ai'e  called  upon  to 
perform.  They  give  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
clamouring  for  higher  pay,  etc.,  and  refusing  to 
join  the  vessel  at  the  last  moment,  oftentimes 
delaying  the  vessel  for  twenty-four  hours  or  more. 
They  are  shipped  for  the  run  and  are  well  paid,  the 
rate  at  the  present  time  being  three  dollars  a  day 
and  all  found,  but  they  are  so  thriftless  and  such 
innate  gamblers — during  their  spells  of  leisure, 
which  they  avail  themselves  of  for  playing  their 
favourite  game  of  dice  called  "  craps  -- — that  by  the 
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end  of  the  trip  the  earnings  of  the  whole  gang, 
numbering  from  thirty-five  to  forty,  sometimes  finds 
Its  way  into  the  pockets  of  one  or  two  of  the  more 
favoured  players.  Though  mostly  unable  to  read 
or  write,  they  have  an  astonishing  aptitude  in 
calculating  their  individual  gains  in  a  mixed  pool 
made  up  of  various  different  contributions  in 
amount.  They  appear  to  bo  a  light-hearted  and 
good-tempered  lot,  generally  laugliing  and  joking 
amongst  themselves,  but  on  the  other  side  crimes 
are  said  to  be  of  frequent  occurrence  among  them, 
they  being  one  and  all  armed,  and  dark  tales  are 
told  of  mysterious  disappearances  among  them 
during  these  trips. 

Their  duties  are  limited  to  shipping  and  dis- 
charging the  freight  at  the  numerous  places  of  call 
and  warping  the  vessel  alongside  the  levee  at  the 
point  of  arrival  but  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
cargo  at  the  points  of  departure  or  arrival ;  but  at 
the  frequent  landings  en  route  they  work  for  all  they 
are  worth,  and  from  the  time  of  stepping  aboard 
until  paid  off  are  in  fact  the  property  of  the  mate, 
body  and  soul. 

The  country  on  both  banks  being  usually  only 
slightly  higher  than  the  river  at  normal  level, 
embankments,  or  levees  as  they  are  called  (probably 
derived  from  the  French  word  clever,  to  rise,  and  from 
which  we  get  the  word  to  "levy" — rates,  troops, 
etc.),  have  been  constructed  for  hundreds  of  miles 
by  the  earth  being  thrown  up  on  the  land  side.  The 
levees  usually  follow  the  course  of  the  river  near  the 
banks,  but  not  always  so,  sometimes  taking  short 
cuts  across  tongues  of  land,  and  in  cases  of  towns 
protect  them  on  all  sides.  They  vary  greatly  in 
height,  being  as  much  as  fifty-two  or  more  feet  at 
Cairo,  which,  being  near  where  the  Ohio  joins  the 
Mississippi,  is  subject  to  great  fluctuations  of  the 
river,  as  an  appreciable  time  occurs  before  the  waters 
flow  away  and  distribute  themselves  over  the  lower 
reaches.  Lower  down,  twenty-one  feet  or  so  is 
found  sufficient,  though  on  exceptional  occasions 
the  water  has  been  within  a  few  inches  of  the  top. 

The  maintenance  of  the  levees  is  a  source  of 
enormous  and  continual  expense  to  the  Government, 
work  being  carried  on  uninterruptedly  on  some 
place  or  other  in  strengthening  and  repairing  the 
levees  themselves,  or  in  confining  the  river  to  its 
present  bed  instead  of  allowing  it  to  cut  its  way 
when  in  flood  and  when  logs,  etc.,  are  being  washed 
down  and  striking  against  the  soft  banks,  causing 
cut-outs  and  taking  short  cuts  across  country  and 
leaving  towns  on  its  banks  high  and  dry  and  far 
from  the  river.  Such  a  catastrophe  menaced  the 
prosperous  and  rising  tovm  of  Greenville  some  short 
time  ago,  and  had  not  means  been  taken  at  once  to 
stop  the  water,  the  flourishing  town  would  within 
twelve  months  have  been  left  stranded.  There  are 
many  towns  once  prosperous  and  on  the  river's 
banks  that  are  now  far  away  and  left  behind  in  the 
race  by  their  more  fortunate  rivals.  Once  a  break 
does  occur  in  the  levee,  Uttle  or  nothing  can  be  done 
to  stop  the  rush  of  water,  for  the  soil  being  soft,  the 
gap  widens  in  an  incredibly  short  time,  until  the 
waters  fall.  In  some  cases  breaches  have  been 
traced  to  the  action  of  crayfish  honeycombing  the 
banks  with  their  small  holes. 

At  intervals  along  the  banks  large  camps  are 
met  with  for  the  housing  of  the  men  engaged  in 
repairing  the  levees,  and  which  present  a  bustling 
and  animated  scene.    The  alteration  in  the  river 
bed  at  Vicksburg,   dating  only  from  the  time 
of  the  war  between  the  North  and  South,  can 
scarcely  be  realised  to  have  happened  in  such  a 
short  time,  but  that  is  accredited  by  eye-witnesses. 
The  MississijDpi  does  not  offer  anything  pariicularlv 
grand  or  impressive,  except  it  be  the  majestic 
breadth  and  calm  flow  of  the  river  itself.  The 
banks  are  low  and  for  the  greater  part  are  fringed 
with  trees,  cotton-wood  and  willow  predominating. 
Up  to  a  few  years  ago  cotton-wood  was  httle  used, 
now  it  is  in  repute  for  packing-cases  and  cheap 
furniture,  and  the  willow  is  used  by  the  Government 
for  protecting  the  banks  in  exposed   places,  it 
being  made  into  fascines  wliich  are  placed  against 
the  bank  and  kept  in  place  by  stone.    The  river  is 
very  tortuous,  and  the  idea  is  conceived  of  being  on 
a  lake  rather  than  a  river,  no  exit  being  visible 
anywhere,  and  the  numerous  spits  of  land,  head- 
lands, and  sandbanks  rather  enhance  the  deception 
than  otherwise.    These  latter  are  met  with  pretty 
frequently,  making  the  navigation  intricate  and 
chfficult ;  many  in  course  of  a  few  years  ^become 
covered  with  vegetation,  and  can  with  difficulty  be 
distinguished  from  the  mainland.    The  channel 
does  not  follow  the  centre  of  the  river  as  one  might 
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suppose,  but  is  extremely  tortuous,  now  near  one 
bank  then  on  the  other.  Lights  are  placed  at  in- 
tervals along  the  banks  to  give  the  course  to  the 
pilot,  but  in  the  case  of  fog  at  night  the  steamers 
are  moored  alongside  the  bank.  Though  the  vessels 
are  of  light  draught,  drawing  from  six  to  nine  feet, 
the  lead  has  to  be  used  at  times,  and  the  familiar 
words  of  Mark  Twain  are  frequently  bawled  out 
by  the  man  to  be  rejjeated  by  one  and  another 
until  they  reach  the  pilot. 

But  comparatively  few  vessels  of  any  kind  are 
passed — a  passenger  steamer,  a  float  of  logs  being 
pushed  in  front  of  a  small  tug,  a  solitary  fisherman 
in  a  row-boat  (never  seen  to  catch  anything,  at  all 
events  whilst  in  sight),  a  "  flat-iron  "  with  accommo- 
dation for  a  break-down  gang  being  unexpectedly 
sent  to  make  good  repairs  to  the  levees,  a  floating 
theatre  or  even  a  floating  opera-house  in  tow  of  a 
tug,  and  on  board  of  which  performances  are  given 
at  the  various  townsliips,  met  with  up  and  down 
the  rivei'. 

If  the  river  traffic  now  is  small  as  compared  with 
old  times,  there  is  still  less  bird  or  other  life  to  be 
seen  on  the  river,  an  occasional  flock  of  duck  or 
geese,  a  gull  or  two,  more  vultures,  especially  near 
the  towns,  over  which  they  are  constantly  hovering 
in  search  of  dainty  morsels,  and  an  occasional 
splash  made  by  some  rising  fish  make  up  pretty 
fairly  the  complete  list. 

The  banks  of  the  river  and  the  country  behind 
become  more  open  as  New  Orleans  is  approached, 
and  an  occasional  view  of  a  sugar  plantation  of  a 
very  light  green  or  of  cotton  is  obtained  from  the 
upper  deck,  with  the  roofs  of  many  cottages,  but 
the  height  of  the  levees  prevents  anything  like 
an  extensive  view  of  the  country  being  obtained. 

The  scenes  at  the  landing-places  are  interesting 
and  animated.  An  occasional  buggy,  a  man  or  two 
on  horseback  awaiting  the  arrival  of  some  friend  or 
giving  instructions  about  some  freight,  a  group  of 
negroes  in  gay  colours  laughing  and  chattering,  a 
store  or  two  and  a  warehouse,  in  which  is  deposited 
promiscuously  the  merchandise  landed  from  the 
steamer,  with  sometimes  a  rough  wooden  jetty  so 
far  back  and  higli  uj)  that  one  can  scarcely  realise 
that  it  can  ever  be  of  any  use  even  in  times  of  high 
flood,  or  perhajDS  a  few  buildings  where  cotton  is 
being  ginned  and  pressed  into  bales,  whilst  the  seed 
is  put  into  bags  to  be  further  cleansed  of  tlie  cotton 
adhering  to  it  and  to  be  worked  up  at  Memjjhis  or 
New  Orleans,  picturesque  groups  of  fine  old  trees 
and  a  peep  of  more  houses  further  back  through 
tlie  bushes — such  may  be  said  to  compose  an 
ordinary  landing. 

Then,  again,  the  "roustabouts" — so  precious  is 
time  that  before  the  bank  is  reached  the  cable 
for  mooring  the  steamer  has  been  carried  by  some 
of  them  up  the  gangway  still  swinging  in  mid-air, 
and  once  let  down,  the  rest  of  them  follow  hke  ants 
one  after  another  with  heavy  loads.  This  done, 
whatever  freight  there  may  be  is  taken  aboard,  the 
bell  rings,  the  hawser  cast  off,  the  last  nigger  jumps 
on  board,  and  the  steamer  backed  out,  to  repeat 
the  same  operation  again  at  the  next  landing-place. 

Pall  Mall. 


Two  curiously  named  localities  are  to  be  found 
in  Plymouth.  They  are  "No  Place  "  and  "  Penny- 
comequick." 
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Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remakks. — The  river  has 
been  much  too  coloured  during  the  week  for  anyone 
to  expect  good  sport,  and  in  addition  to  this,  the 
sharp  frost  which  set  in  on  Monday  seemed  to  .send 
the  fish  off  the  feed.  I  tried  Datchet,  but  only 
secured  a  dozen  good  -  sized  roach,  but  am 
expecting  much  better  sport  now,  as  the  water 
is  now  clearing  quickly,  and  the  fish  will  very 
soon  get  used  to  the  cold  weather.  What  is 
really  wanted  now  is  some  fine  weather  with  a 
warmer  temperature,  and  we  should  soon  get  some 
good  chub,  pike,  roach,  and  percli.  Very  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  river  thi.s  week,  and  most  of 
the  fish  reported  to  me  as  havmg  b;en  caught  were 
taken  last  week  before  the  heavy  rains  caused  the 
river  to  rise  bank  high  again.  There  should  be  good 
sport  to-day  (Saturday)  on  the  upper  reaches. — F. 
H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — Owing  to  the  recent  rains  the 

river  has  been  running  high  and  coloured  during  the 
past  week.  Little  fisbing  has  been  attempted.  The 
water  is  now  clearing,  and  is  a  good  colour  for 
roach  fishing  ;  if  we  get  no  more  rain  it  sliould  be 
in  grand  condition  by  the  week  end  ;  the  frost,  too, 
should  bring  the  pike  and  perch  on  the  feed.  An 
angler  fishing  at  Hurley  on  Nov.  29,  when  thewater 
was  thick,  caught  a  splendid  roach  weighing 
21b.  6oz.,  a  male  fish,  measuring  Kijin.  long,  with  a 
depth  of  4|in.  I  have  seen  smaller  fish  a  much 
better  shape.  The  specimen  is  being  preserved  by 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (Richmond). — The  fishing  woke  up  here  a 

bit  during  the  last  week.  All  the  pmitsmen  have 
been  domg  tolerably  well,  amongst  the  principal 
being  Mansell,  who  had  in  three  days  about  361b. 
of  roach,  dace,  and  bream. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Avon  (Ringwood).  —  Tliis  river  is  now  in 
splendid  condition  for  coarse  fishing,  and  the  fish 
are  feeding  well.  On  Nov.  26,  Mr.  R.  H.  Morant 
took  11  pike,  the  largest  scaling  161b.  and  the 
smallest  71b.  Mr.  F.  Loneon  also  had  some  very 
good  takes  of  roach,  pike,  and  perch  dming  the  past 
week. — M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeacli).  —  We  have 
had  a  rough  time  of  it  this  week,  having  had  another 
very  heavy  fall  of  rain  for  three  days.  The  Cam 
has  been  full,  and  in  some  places  overflowing  the 
banks,  and  angling  is  out  of  the  question.  Since 
Nov.  30  it  has  been  dry,  with  frosts.  The  river,  at 
time  of  writing,  is  fast  running  down,  and  the  water 
in  many  places  has  returned  into  the  bed  of  the 
river  and  getting  a  good  colour  without  any  inter- 
ruptions. Angling  on  this  part  of  the  Cam  will  be 
in  full  swing  this  week  end,  when  I  hope  to  report 
some  good  takes  of  pike. — John  O.  George,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District). — The  river 
and  broad  were  in  very  fair  condition  on  Nov.  29, 
when  I  found  roach  up  to  about  ^Ib.  were  feeding 
very  well ;  big  fish  did  not  show,  but  it  would  have 
bsen  easy  to  bag  five  or  six  score  of  smaller  ones. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  rather  quiet  again,  nothing  of 
note  having  been  done  on  either  broad  or  river.  I 
rather  fancy  the  abnormally  high  waters  this  season 
have  tempted  a  great  many  of  the  river  fish  to  run 
up  mto  the  usually  shallow  broadlets  and  little 
private  broads,  and  when  these  private  waters  are 
fished  after  the  shooting  ends,  as  is  usually  the 
rule,  those  fortunate  enough  to  have  access  to  them 
may  anticipate  mausually  good  sport.  The  fish  in 
these  places  do  not  often  exceed  lOlb.,  but  lots  are 
got  of  41b.  and  51b.  White  paste  seems  to  kill 
roach  best  now,  but  the  small  fish  are  congregated 
in  huge  shoals,  and,  unless  one  is  bait  catching,  are 
a  bit  of  a  nuisance  to  the  angler  desirous  of  bigger 
game.  Small  rudd,  too,  are  troublesome,  and  are 
usually  worthless  for  bait.  There  is  little  doubt 
but  that  the  decimation  of  the  pike  in  the  Bure  has 
interfered  with  the  "  balance  of  nature,"  and  tended 
to  a  vastly  cUsproportionate  increase  of  the  small 
fry,  resulting  in  a  decrease  in  the  average  size  of 
the  fish  caught.  Beyond  Coltishall  the  average 
size  is  far  better.  Snow  and  frost  to  -  night 
(No\'.  30).  and  i^rospects  poor. — C.  H.  Taytor. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Since  my  last  report 
tlie  sport  from  au  angling  point  of  view  has  been 
\  aried.  In  the  Exe  and  tributaries  some  roach  and 
good  pike  ha\-e  been  caught  by  rod  anglers  to  the 
joy  of  the  salmon  and  trout  disciples  of  "  the  great 
Izaak."  Messrs.  Shapely  and  Jackman  had  two  pike 
last  week  near  Thorverton  and  fom-  in  the  Canal 
here  weighing  201b.  When  at  Tiverton  fDevon) 
last  week  I  was  asked  to  view  the  oil  paintings 
of  several  pike  caught  in  the  Tiverton  and 
Burlescombe  Canal,  each  fish  being  painted  by  Mr. 
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Davey's  sister,  the  fortunate  captor  in  eacli  ca.se. 
They  comprised  the  following :  one,  25lb.,  45  inches 
long,  20  inclies  round  ;  one,  221b.,  43  inches  long,  19 
inchej  round;  two  fish  18lb.  eutli,  one,  IClb.,  and 
two,  141b.  and  lOlb.  respectively;  they  were  all 
caught  within  two  miles  of  Tiverton  town,  and 
corroborates  the  good  reports  given  on  more  than 
one  occasion  in  your  well-known  paper  The  161b. 
pike  was  caught  by  another,  only  21b.,  and  whicli 
the  larger  one  appropriated  while  he  was  being 
played — the  lures  were  live  bait  and  very  large  lob 
worms.  At  Exmouth  I  bear  tlie  pier  and  docks  fishing 
has  been  fair,  Messrs.  Mostyn,  Popkin,  White,  Beck, 
and  Grant  doing  well,  Mr.  White  had  thirty-two 
poflack  in  an  hour  and  a  half  off  the  pier  last  week, 
and  some  good-sized  smelt  have  also  been  taken. 
Weather  intensely  cold  and  frosty,  with  keen  wind, 
which  militates  against  sport.  Mullet  have  opened 
to  the  siglit,  but  not  to  the  catch  or  taste,  bo  that 
anglers  and  fish  are  off  the  feed.  With  a  warmer 
wind  prospects  generally  are  good. — Red  Palmek. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
The  waters  of  the  South  Lincolnshire  and  Cam- 
bridgeshire Fens  are  now  in  grand  condition  for 
angling.  The  pursuit  of  pike  and  smaller  fish  is  a 
very  pleasant  operation  to  what  it  was  a  month 
ago.  The  drains  are  mostly  cleared  of  weeds,  arid 
it  is  possible  now  to  swim  a  bait  a  good  distance  in 
mid-stream.  Pike  have  been  pursued  with  some  sport 
with  both  live  and  dead  bait,  and  particularly  in  the 
Billingborough  district  of  the  Forty-foot.  Several 
fi,sh  have  lately  been  caught  weighing  81b.  or  101b., 
and  odd  ones  more.  The  drains  affected  by  roach, 
7-udd,  perch,  chub,  etc.,  have  been  much  neglected, 
but  odd  baskets  have  run  up  to  101b.  or  121b.  in 
the  Wisbech  district.  Some  capital  perch  have 
been  captured  this  year,  running  to  over  21b.  each. 
— Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Anghng  in  the  Lea  and 

its  tributaries  has  been  associated  with  little  sport 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  floods,  frosts,  and 
bitterly  cold  winds.  At  Tottenham,  Enfield  Lock, 
Ponders  End,  Waltham,  and  other  resorts,  the  river 
has  been  over  its  banks,  but  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  2, 
the  fioods  were  subsiding.  At  Broxbourne  and 
Rye  House,  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  2,  the  Lea  had  run 
down  and  cleared,  and  was  in  condition.  Some 
perch  and  pike  have  been  caught  here.  No  more 
rain  falling,  sport  should  be  resumed  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days.  The  Lea  and  S tort  will  soon  clear. 
Big  dac3  ought  to  be  creeled  in  the  Beane  and  Rib 
after  the  push  of  colomed  water.— Izaak  Walton. 

IiXLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  stroarnH 
ha\  e  been  running  clear  and  at  a  nice  level.  Rain 
fell  last  week,  but  the  weather  has  turned  frosty  at 
night,  with  fine  days,  and  grayhng  have  been 
sporting  at  midday.  A  few  rods  have  been  out, 
but  no  large  baskets  taken,  although  some  nice 
sized  grayling  have  been  landed,  and  the  prospect 
for  sport  is  good  with  grasshopper  and  maggot. 
The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
So  far  this  week  the  weather  has  been  seasonable — 
dry,  with  sharp  frosts  at  night — and  as  the  rivers 
are  in  capital  order  some  fair  to  good  sport  has 
been  obtained  by  the  few  rods  out.  Although  some 
grayling  may  be  yet  taken  with  the  fly  between 
11  a.m.  and"  3  p.m.  on  favourable  days,  yet  mid- 
water  fishing  with  sink  and  draw  (either  grass- 
liopper,  cabbage  gi-ub,  or  brandling  dressing),  and 
maggot  and  swimming  worm  as  bottom  baits  are 
most  to  be  relied  on,  and  with  them  on  most  days 
good  baskets  of  large  grayling  in  the  pmk  of  con- 
dition are  to  be  made.  Prospects  at  present  (Wed- 
nesday, Dec.  2)  for  sport  in  the  coming  week  are 
first  rate.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Suffolk).— The  river  is  in 
splendid  condition  for  both  pike  and  roach  fishing. 
Some  splendid  bags  of  pike  ha\  e  been  taken  from 
51b.  to  lO.Ub.,  and  some  very  good  catches  of  roach 
and  dace  have  been  taken  ;  there  is  every  prospect 
of  good  sport.  Boats,  baits,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  on 
aijplication  to  Rolpli,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. 

  (St.    Ives,  Hunts).— We  had  oiu-  usual 

roaching  match  on  Thursday,  Nov.  26,  with  our 
friends  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials.  Tiie  day  was 
cold  and  miserable,  and  consequently  the  sport  was 
poor.  Mr.  J.  Pyle,  N.A.P.S.,  got  one  roach,  just 
going  12oz.,  and  won  the  match;  Mr.  A.  \\  nggles- 
worth  and  myself  came  next  in  order  with  one 
roach,  each  goinu  1  l.loz.,  so  we  lost  by  .\oz.  .Mi".  J. 
Brvant  ably  occui)ied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  -I .  Caley 
the  vicc-cliair.  The  loyal  toasts  were  duly  lecog- 
nised.  congratulations  extended  to  the  N.A.P.fcj.. 
and  the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  given  to 
the  four  gentlemen  who,  although  residmg  in 
London,  came  dowi  to  St.  Iv«s  to  uphold  the  St. 
Ives  Association  in  this  interesting  match.  River 
in  flood  for  miles.    No  sport  for  at  least  a  week.— 

E.  COLLINSON. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  .  Severn  has  been 
in  exceflent  order,  and  frosty  weather  has  enabled 
pike  fishers  to  enjov  rare  sport,  fish  up  to  201b. 
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having  been  caught,  and  tlie  river  Tern  has  yielded 
one  of  221b.  Several  otters  have  recently  been  seen 
sporting  on  and  near  the  island  immediately  below 
the  English  Bridge  at  Shrewsbury,  and  their  move- 
ments have  beon  watched  with  interest  by  many 
passing  pedestrians.  Streams  and  meres  should 
(;ontmue  to  yield  sport  of  a  high  order  to  coarse 
hsh  anglers. — Hafben. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy 
nech).— These  rivers  are  once  more  in  good  con- 
dition for  angling,  and  with  sharp,  frosty  nisjhts 
grayling  anglers  are  making  the  most  of  the  good 
time — come  at  last.  Whiter  appears  now  to  have 
come  to  stay,  as  the  Welsh  hills  are  covered  with 
snow,  and  there  is  every  appearance  of  a  very 
severe  frost  to-night  (Wednesday,  Dec.  2).  — 
Vybnwy. 

Sussex    Rivers    and    Chichester   Canal.  — 

A  variable  week  has  been  experienced,  rain — a 
small  deluge— with  the  saturated  ground,  discolour- 
ing ri\-ers,  then  snow  and  frost.  The  past  few  days 
have  been  frosty,  with  ice  in  tlie  early  mornings 
and  fogs  later  in  the  day.  Angling  has' been  some- 
what quiet,  the  variations  of  temperature  affecting 
the  feeding  of  roach.  A  few  are  notified  from  the 
Ouse,  bottom  fishing  with  worm,  but  nothmg  over 
I  Jlb.  has  been  recorded.  Pike  and  perch  have  fed 
fairly  well  midday  in  the  upper  reaches.  Pike  up  to 
6Ib.  have  been  taken  with  live  snap,  and  afish  of  4  Jib. 
with  worm  when  perch  fishing.  Perch  are  numerous, 
but  nothing  over  21b.  has  been  recorded.  The 
trout  streams  are  swarming  with  small  perch  to 
the  detriment  of  the  small  fry,  and  badly  want 
exterminating.  A  few  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.,  pike 
of  4-|lb.,  and  a  chub  of  2|lb.  are  notified  from  the 
lower  reaches.  Chichester  Canal  is  yielding  some 
good  perch.  Fish  of  3i4b.,  2i\h.,  and  Iflb.  have 
been  taken  with  small  live  bait  and  worm.  A  pike 
of  4|lb.  and  smaller  ones  have  been  secured  with 
spoon  and  live  gorge.  The  change  in  the  weather 
has  brought  several  bunches  of  wild-fowl  to  the 
harbour  and  tributaries.  The  puntsmen  and  shore 
gunners  have  had  fair  sport.  It  is  freezing  hard  as 
I  write,  with  every  sign  of  a  continuance. — George 
F.  Salteb. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— TheTemein  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared  again,  after  being  stained 
from  the  rain  at  the  end  of  last  week.  The  weather 
has  now  taken  up,  and  sharp  frosts  at  night  followed 
by  fine  sunshiny  days,  but  very  cold,  has  brought 
grayling  well  on  the  move.  The  water  is  still  on 
the  high  side,  but  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out 
and  have  tried  the  fly,  grasshopper,  and  maggot. 
Salmon  are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  water  under 
Whitcliffe,  and  near  Ash  ford.  Sport  has  been 
fairly  good,  the  best  time  for  fishing  being 
between  11  a.m.  and  3  p.m.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  an  angler,  near  the  Paper  Mills,  landed  several 
very  nice  grayling  with  worm.  On  Nov.  30  eight 
perch  and  four  roach  were  caught  with  7naggot. 
On  Dec.  1  and  2  some  grayling  and  coarse  fish  were 
landed  with  Red  Tag  and  Willow.  Pike  have  been 
on  the  move,  but  have  not  taken  live  bait  so  well 
this  week.  The  pro.spects  for  next  week  are  good. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in 
order,  and  a  few  coarse  fish  landed  with  maggot 
this  week. — S.  Lltdlow. 

— -  (Tenbnry).— The  Teme  in  this  part  was 
running  stained  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  owing 
to  the  rain  of  Friday,  Nov.  27  ;  it  has  now  gone 
down  and  cleaved,  but  is  still  ra':her  hi^h.  The 
weather  has  changed,  and  we  have  winter,  with 
severe  frosts  at  night,  followed  by  bright  sunshiny 
days.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk,  but  a  few  rods 
have  been  out  at  midday,  and  soms  nice  sized 
grayling  landed.  It  is  too  cold  to  s'ay  very  long  by 
the  river ;ide.  Grasshopper,  maggot,  and  fly  shjuld 
account  for  good  grayling  next  wesk. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbonxing 
Rivers.— Coarse  fishing  is  quiet.  The  recent  frosts 
no  doubt  will  improve  the  grayling  (worm)  fishing. 
On  the  Wooler  water  some  good  sized  fish  have 
been  taken  with  red  worm,  fished  on  the  fringe  of 
tlie  deep  streams.  The  Gateshead  Angling  Asso- 
ciation held  their  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday, 
Nov.  25,  at  the  Eagle  Hotel.  After  dinner  the  usual 
loyal  toasts  were  duly  honoured,  and  the  rest  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  the  chair  being 
filled  by  Mr.  R.  T.  White,  vice  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Rotton. 
During  the  evening  the  secretary,  Mr.  H.  Stephenson, 
read  the  annual  report,  which,  I  have  pleasure  in 
stating,  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  most  flourish- 
ing condition,  both  nuiaeiically  and  financially.  A 
inost  enjoyable  e\-ening  ^^■as  spent,  and  at  the  close 
a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  musicians  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  they  responded  to  the  call, 
also  the  good  and  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  R.  T. 
White. — Henry  A.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Re-sort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Witham   Conservancy    (Mid    Lines).  —  The 

principal  reaches  of  the  Mitham  have  been 
neglected  to  a  great  extent  tliis  week,  and  the 


swims  aliout  Dogdyke  and  Langrick  have  not 
yielded  as  they  ought  to  do,  but  pike  have  been  the 
chief  item  sought  for.  About  Bardney,  and  par- 
ticularly between  the  bridges,  pike  fishing  has  been 
good,  particidarly  with  live  bait.  Quite  a  number 
were  caught,  81b.  or  91b.  each,  and  one  scaled  12|lb. 
Pike  angling  has  also  been  pursued  towards  Boston, 
but  fish  have  run  small.  Among  the  tributaries 
fishing  seems  to  have  been  only  sviccessful  on  the 
Bain.  The  Sincil  Dyke  and  Old  Barling's  Eau, 
though  plentifully  visited,  have  not  yielded  well. 
Roach  fishing  about  Coningsby  has  vielded  fine 
sport  ;  many  takes  have  run  from  l()lb.  to  201b. 
One  angler  got  401b.  above  the  mill,  271b.  of  roach 
and  dace  being  caught  at  one  sitting.  Pike  fishing 
promises  well  in  the  canal  portion,  and  is  well 
worth  a  trial.  The  Cowbridge  and  other  drains 
near  Boston  have  been  visited ;  best  succjss  has 
been  found  on  the  aqueduct. — Lucr. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  have  been  too  high  for  fishing  even  with  worm 
or  maggot,  and  only  a  few  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
anglers  have  turned  out,  and  these  have  retm-ned 
almost  without  a  fish.  However,  the  weather  is 
improving.  Sharp  frosts  have  set  in,  and  should 
bring  grayling  on  the  feed  to  worm  and  maggot ; 
very  good  baskets  are  obtained  at  this  season 
of  the  j'ear,  as  grayling  are  in  the  pink  of  condition 
and  giving  very  good  sport.  It  has  been  the  worst 
fly-fishing  season  for  grayling  for  mmy  years. — 
i  Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse.etc. 
(Yorks), — There  has  been  a  slight  fall  of  snow 
during  this  week,  and  the  nights  and  early  mornings 
have  been  frostj',  consequently  grayling  fishing  is 
now  at  its  best.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore 
some  excellent  catches  of  fish  have  been  made  in 
the  Association  waters  of  High  Abbotside  and 
Hawes.  Sport  has  rJso  been  fair  at  Aysgarth  and 
Redmire ;  lower  down  in  the  length  at  Wensley  sport 
has  been  fairly  good.  On  Monday  afternoon 
(Nov.  30)  I  was  out  for  an  hour  or  two  and  caught 
hnlf-a-dozen  nice  fish.  Messrs.  Collinson,  Caley, 
Westerman,  Thomas,  and  the  Rev.  Father  Murphy 
have  done  well  both  in  the  Cover  and  the  length  of 
the  Yore  at  Danby.  In  the  deeps  at  Middleham  a 
few  nice  jack  have  been  caught  with  live  bait. 
Sport  has  only  been  moderate  at  Masham,  Tan- 
field,  and  Ripon.  At  Boroughbridge  nice  sport 
has  been^  met  with  amongst  the  coarse  fish; 
a  few  pike  have  also  been  landed.  The  Swale 
is  now  in  fine  trim.  Some  nice  panniers  of  fish 
have  been  caught  at  Richmond  and  Catterick 
Bridge.  Sport  has  been  fair  at  Baldersby  and 
Royston.  The  Nidd  is  also  in  fine  trim,  some  fine 
grayling  having  been  caught  in  the  upper  reaches. 
In  the  district  of  Knaresbo rough,  I  am  told,  some 
excellent  baskets  of  coarse  fish  have  been  caught  in 
the  Joint  Anglers  waters.  Lower  down  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Walshford,  Ribston,  and  Hunsingore,  sport 
has  been  good  during  the  week ;  some  heavy  baskets 
have  been  got  amongst  the  roach  and  dace.  The 
Derwent  has  not  been  fishing  so  well  lately.  In  the 
district  of  Schoo'house  Hill  and  Malton  sport  has 
been  very  quiet,  a  few  rods  have  b  on  out  but  with 
poor  results.  A  few  pike  havo  been  caught  at 
Hutton's  Ambo  and  Castle  Howard.  The  Wharfe  is 
now  running  very  low  and  clear ;  a  few  rods 
have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches  at 
Burnsall  and  Ilkley,  but  only  moderate  sport  has 
been  met  with.  The  same  remark  may  apply 
to  the  lower  reachen  at  Collingham  Bridge  and 
Boston  Spa.  At  Tadcaster  and  UUcskeh  sport 
has  been  fair  amongst  the  coarse  fish.  Pike  fishing 
has  improved  lately  in  this  district,  and  some  very 
nice  fish  have  been  caught.  The  Yorksliire  Fishery 
Board  held  a  meeting  on  Saturday  last  at  the 
Royal  Station  Hotel,  York.  The  Earl  of  Harewood 
presided,  the  other  members  of  the  Board  being 
Mj-.  St.  Quintin,  the  Hon.  G.  E.  Lascelles, 
Admiral  Walker,  Colonel  J.  W.  Lodge,  the 
Rev.  W.  H.  Higgins,  Captain  M.  Dimnington- 
Jefferson,  Mr.  A.  Lawson,  Major  J.  W.  Dent,  Lord 
Deramore,  and  the  secretary  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones. 
The  case  of  the  coarse  fish  anglers  in  Yorkshire 
who  are  seeking  the  intervention  of  the  fishery 
board  in  the  way  of  protecting  and  improving  the 
fisheries  of  coarse  fish  was  the  chief  topic,  A  vote 
of  condolence  with  the  relatives  of  the  lata  Colonel 
Cust,  a  member  of  the  board,  was  passed.  Dis- 
cussions on  the  netting  in  the  river  Hull,  also  the 
gi  ievances  of  the  Filey  salmon  fishers  took  place.  Mr. 


GriAVLlNG  i'lJES  on  L;\it,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozeir. 
Selections  made  for  imy  water  in  the  kinsdonr.  i'lies  to  pattern 
accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material— wings,  hackles,  silks, 
etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  reiiuiremcuts. 
Mer  lin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  cpiality,  2d,  per 
dozen ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horselrair"  cirsts,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  viris,  varnish,  etc.— J.  E.  MiLLKl!  (Teleplione 
25U1),  Northern  Aiiiilcrs'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams:  "Biscatcr,  Leeds." 


St.  Quintonwas  re-elected  the  representative  of  the 
board  upon  the  North  Easter  n  Sea  Fisheries  Com- 
mittee.—  John  E.  Milleb,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland.— Dee.— A  splendii  spawn- 
ing season  is  now  being  experienced  all  over.  On 
the  mid  reaches  at  Kincardine  O'Ncil  and  Aboyno 
the  show  of  fish  on  the  redds  has  not  been  equalled 
for  the  past  fifteen  years.  Afresh  snowstorm  is 
now  raging,  but  this  will  be  all  the  better  for  the 
later  spring  wate.  s.  Most  of  the  rods  on  the  Huutly 
Arms  water  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Sa  idison  have  been 
already  looked  up.  One  or  two  good  sections  on 
the  mid  reaches  are  now  in  the  market,  particulars 
of  which  may  be  had  at  the  Sportsmen's  Depot, 
Aberdeen.  One  or  two  waters  on  the  Banchory 
and  lower  reaches  have  just  been  arranged  for  at 
slightly  altered  rentals,  but  much  the  same  as  the 
last  few  years.  On  the  Don  the  show  of  spawning 
fish  is  quite  unprecedented,  and  the  l  esults  cannot 
but  be  highly  gratifying  to  "the  proprietors  and 
lessees  by  and  by.  Several  cases  of  poaching  will 
come  before  tire  local  courts  next  week. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — Since  last  report  shnrp 
frosty  weather  has  prevailed,  and  shows  signs  of 
lasting.  Very  few  coarse  fisheis  were  out  on  the 
canals  and  lakes  this  week,  nor  will  there  ba  sport 
worth  recording  until  the  weather  gets  a  little 
milder.  Some  Pomeranian  bream  are  in  the  Lugan 
canal  yet — the  descendants  of  a  few  that  got  into  it 
nearly  seventy  years  ago.  Already  flights  of  ducks, 
etc.,  from  northern  latitudes  are  in  Belfast  Lough, 
a  sure  sign  of  hard  weather.  On  the  evening  of 
Nov.  26,  the  LTster  Angle.-s  had  a  most  successful 
"smoker,"  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  T. 
Braithwaite,  the  international  rifle  shot. — J.  A.  B. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Pike 
fishers  would  do  well  to  take  advantage  of  the 
frosty  weather  which  has  set  in  for  the  past  few 
days  in  order  to  tempt  a  few  big  chaps  out  of  the 
above  waters.    Now  is  the  time. — J.  A.  J. 

Shannon  and  Lougfh  "Devg  (Killaloe).— W^e 
have  had  sharp  frosts  this  weok,  so  that  sportsuxen 
with  rod  and  gun  are  enjoying  nice  sport  now.  On 
Lough  De  -g  the  pike  are  beginning  to  take  much 
better,  whilst  the  snipe  are  als3  afforJing  good  sport 
fo;  the  breech-loaders,  and  the  woodcock  in  the 
covers  and  open  mountains  ditto. — S.  J.  Hubley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Burnham-on-Crouch.  —  The  continuous  rains, 
snow  and  hail  that  we  had  the  past  week  end,  and 
the  severe  frost  we  are  now  having,  no  doubt 
accounts  for  the  poor  sport  our  visiting  anglers  have 
met  with  lately.  There  is  still  plenty  of  whiting 
and  dabs  in  the  river  just  now,  but  they  do  not 
seem  to  take  kindly  to  the  hook  bait,  yet  very  good 
flsh  find  their  way  into  the  nets,  which  the  boatmen 
bring  ashore  for  sale.  This  week  end  tides  will  not 
suit  rod  and  line  angling. — J.  Wright. 

Deal. — -Nov.  20. — Wind  northerly,  with  heavy 
squalls  of  wind  and  rain;  water  in  fair  condition, 
and  decent  takss  of  fish  landed.  Nov.  27,  wind  S.  W., 
strong,  with  strong  grortnd  swell ;  takes  not  very 
grand,  owing  to  the  boats  being  compelled  to  return 
to  shore  early  in  consequence  of  wind  increasing  to 
gale.  Nov.  28,  wind  S.  W.  first  part  of  day,  and  ugly 
later  on;  weather  moderated  down,  and  several  boats 
put  out  to  the  fishing  grounds,  and  all  returned 
with  splendid  takes  of  good  cod  and  other  fish.  Mi'. 
Fisk  had  the  record  take  of  the  day  with  G.  Good- 
burn — nine  cod,  weighing  66 Jib.,  four  score  four 
very  large  whiting,  four  dabs,  seven  large  pouting, 
besides  several  smaller  pout.  Eight  of  the  cod  and 
nearlj'  the  whole  of  the  take  fell  to  Mr.  Fisk's  rod, 
fishing  off  the  ruins  of  Sandown  Castle.  Nov.  2S), 
strong,  easterly  winds ;  nothing  done.  Nov.  30, 
strong,  easterly  winds;  no  fishing-boats  out.  Dec.  ), 
wind  N.E.,  with  squalls  of  hail  and  snow;  launched 
in  lifeboat  to  signal  guns  from  East  Goodwin  light- 
vessel.  On  speaking  to  him  the  captain  informed 
us  that  the  vessel  had  been  run  into  by  an  unknown 
steamer,  and  returned  to  shore.  No  fishing  boats 
out.  Dec.  2,  northerly  squalls,  not  qmte  so  severe, 
and  water  thick  as  mud  ;  in  the  evening  wind  dropped 
away  to  nearly  calm,  which  is  reqrui-ed  for  some 
few  days  to  enable  the  water  to  get  in  better 
condition. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

 (the  Pier). — A  conthiuation  i  f  north-eaat 

and  north?rly  gales,  togjther  with  intermittent  falls 
of  sleet  and  soow,  combined  with  piercing  winds, 
havo  almost  put  a  peri:>d  to  all  local  fishing  opera- 
tions for  the  la  t  few  days.  The  pier  has,  at  times, 
been  without  a  single  patron,  and  the  two  or  three 
who  have  e3sayed  sport  have  in  each  case  soo.i 
retired  from  the  hopeless  contest.  Tho  only  lirge 
fi^h  taken  on  Saturday,  Nov.  28,  was  a  71b.  cod 
caught    by   Mr.   Qu^nncll,   and   landed    by  him 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN   GOLD  AND    OTHER  MEDALS  AWABDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Green  heart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  lochs  in  Sootland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  caarvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH.  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


"The  Hair  makes  the  handsome  look  more  comely."— LYCURGUS 

FOR  THE  HAIR 

•  Goode's  Extract  of  Quinine,  Bosemary,  &c., 

•  will  he  found  an  admirable  Dressing  for  the 

•  Hair.    This  stimulating  and  refreshing  prepara- 

•  tion  is  most  efficacious  in  removing  Dandruft. 
%  It  invigorates  and  strengthens  the  Hair. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  says:  "After  many  years'  use  we  can  recommend  this 
preparation  to  all  who  dislike  anything  of  an  oily  or  greasy  nature  as  the  cleanest 
and  best  hair  dressing  we  know." 

PltEPAREI)   AND   SOLD   ONLY  BT 

H.  GOODE,  at  "Inns  of  Court"  Toilet  Saloons, 


234a,,  SXRAM^D, 


LONDON 

(Opposite  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice). 


Sample  Bottle,  1/8  post  free;  larger  sizes,  2/6,  3/6,  and  5/-,  post  free 
sent  on  receipt  of  postal  order  to  any  address. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 
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GISHURSTINE. 

The  Bei5t  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harnes.s. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


GRAYLING  FISHING 

To  December  31,  1903. 

Tickets  can  be  obtained  until  the  above 
date,  with  Hotel  accommodation  in- 
clusive, per  week,  £4  4s.  Suites  of 
Rooms  until  April,  1904,  on  most  reason- 
able terms.  Golfing,  Hunting  (Craven) 
within  5  miles,  Savemake  Forest,  Coarse 
Fishing  Free  (Canal).  Posting  in  every 
branch. — Landaus,  &c.,  with  "  Ideal  " 
rubber  tyres.— THE  BEAR,  First-class 
Family  Hotel,  Hungerford,  Berks. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BAX^DOCK,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 

YEARLINGS. 


at  £20  per  1,000 
at  £20  per  1,000 
at  £20  per  1,000 

at  £70  per  1,000 
at  £60  per  1,000 
at  £60  per  1,000 

Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.      All  fish  free  on  rail  at  above 
prices,  and  safe  delivery  guaranteed. 

FRESH  WATER  SNAILS  AND  SHRIMPS  AT  15/-  PER  1,000. 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


RAINBOWS,  50,000,  averaging  6  in  

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000,  averaging  5  in.  . 
LOCH  LEVENS,  30,000,  averaging  5  in. 

TWO'YEAR'OLDS. 

RAINBOWS,  50,000,  averaging  10  in  

BROWN  TROUT,  20,000,  averaging  8  in. 
LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000,  averaging  8  in. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  Sportsman's  Waterproofers, 


THE  "ANYWEATHER"  HAT 


The  FIELD,  October  25,  1902,  says : 

"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  yet  is 
made  for  hard  weather.  The  turn-down  rim,  acting 
like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot  water  oS  wherever  it 
may  fall,  is  undoubtedly  the  proper  thing  for  a 
sportsman's  wet  weather  headgear." 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.G. 
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without  tlie  help  of  a  landing  -  net.  Nov.  29 
witnessed  a  good  array  of  rods,  many  intending 
boat  anglers  being  unable  to  get  afloat,  and  seeking 
consolation  in  a  little  pier  fishing.  Their  efforts 
were,  however,  in  nearly  all  cases,  quite  unsuccess- 
ful, Mr.  Waddell's  codling  being  the  only  sizeable 
fisli,  all  others  having  to  be  content  with  small 
pouting.  Mr.  Onslow-  had  sole  possession  of  the 
pier  on  Nov.  '.W,  a  bitterly  cold  day,  and  his  only 
rt  ward  was  a  solitary  whiting.  Blinding  snowstorms 
deterred  all  from  putting  in  an  appearance  on  the 
morning  of  Dec.  1,  and  the  fi\  e  fishermen  who 
wetted  their  lines  in  the  afternoon  did  not  remain 
long.  The  weather  .showed  marked  improvement 
on  Wednesday  afternoon  (Dec.  2),  but  the  water 
remained  thick  and  full  of  mud,  consequent  catches 
being  unworthy  of  mention.  —  J.  Richard.son 
(B.S..A.S.). 

Hastingfs. — Boat  fisliing  jvust  now  is  very  good  ; 
splendid  takes  of  flatfish.  Major  Gooch,  out  on 
Dec.  2,  had  fifteen  and  a  half  >icore  nt'  whiting  nnd 
flats,  and  one  cod,  14|lb. ;  Mr.  (".  Chandler,  good 
basket  of  flatfisli,  and  cod,  Kiilb.  Piers  doing  fairly 
well. — H.  DowsETT. 

Lowestoft — Sport  as  regards  whiting  lias  almost 
entirely  fallen  off,  the  few  fisli  taken  being  of  small 
size.  Cod  and  codling  are  being  taken  in  gcod 
numbers.  On  Saturday,  Nov.  28,  the  final  for  the 
Jackson-Scott  Cup  took  place  in  as  bad  weather  as 
we  have  had  this  year,  rain  falling  in  torrents, 
accompanied  with  a  high  wind.  In  spite  of  this, 
twenty-eight  out  of  the  thirty  competitors  turned 
up,  but  sport  was  poor,  the  stipulated  weight  not 
being  reached,  so  the  cup  remains  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Jackson-Scott.  Dm-ing  the  match  Mr.  T.  W. 
Westgate  (a  non-competitor)  caught  a  very  nice  cod 
of  91b.  On  Nov.  29,  fifteen  cod  were  caught,  and 
on  Tuesday  (Dec.  1)  fourteen  were  lantU-d.  The 
weather  has  turned  cold  and  briglit  with  a  N.W. 
breeze,  so  that  good  sport  among  cod  can  be 
confidently  looked  for,  and  pike  fishing  on  the 
Broads  will  also  afford  excellent  enjoyment.  — 
H.  L*.  F. 

Penzance. — Wednesday,  Nov.  25. — Fine  weather, 
northerly  wind.  Whiting  fishing  poor,  but  boats 
on  the  hard  ground  had  good  sport.  One  catch, 
seventeen  large  pollack,  from  71b.  to  lolb.  weight 
each.  Thia'.sday,  Nov.  20. — Fair  weather,  wind 
N.W.  One  catch,  seven  large  pollack  and  one 
large  cod.  Another  catch,  two  large  ling,  four 
large  cod,  and  a  lot  of  whiting  and  bream. 
Friday,  Nov.  27,  and  Saturday,  Nov.  28. — A  gale 
blowing.  Monday,  Nov.  30. — N.E.  wind,  moderate 
in  morning,  snow  squalls  later,  no  boats  out.  Tues- 
day, Dee.  1. — N.E.  wind,  fine,  cold.  On  the  House 
in  the  Hole  mark,  Messrs.  Barnieoat,  Rashleigh,  and 
W.  Taylor  had  three  cod,  average  151b.  each,  two 
ling,  three  pollack,  two  bream,  one  pout,  one  conger. 
Herring  bait  plentiful.  Dec.  2. — I  have  just  re- 
turned from  fishing  with  W.  Taylor,  boatman,  and 
have  to  report  a  splendid  day's  sport  :  fifteen  large 
pollack,  six  of  them  averaging  131b.  each  ;  two  ling, 
one  201b.  ;  one  cod,  1.51b.  ;  twenty  large  bream,  two 
cuckoos,  two  dogfish. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S..A.S.). 

Plymontll. — The  weather  has  come  in  vory  fine 
and  cold,  and  fish  are  sporting  very  well.  Some 
very  fine  pollack  are  being  taken  from  the  piers, 
and  bass  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  Hamoaze. 
The  wliiting  boats  have  been  having  good  sport,  and 
the  fish  are  running  very  large,  but  it  is  always 
wise  when  going  on  the  whiting  groimd  to  take  an 
experienced  man  and  a  boat  that  will  beat  well  to 
windward.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  tliis  month 
is  as  follows: — Coalfish,  hake,  ling,  coil,  haddock, 
pouting,  whiting,  tub,  piper,  red  gmnard,  eel,  sprat, 
pilchard,  anchovy,  dory,  mackerel,  atlierine  (smelt), 
skate,  homelyn  ra,\',  sluu-p-noscd  ray,  and  all  shell- 
fish.— WlLLi.\:vr  Heardhr  (B.S..4.S.). 

Southwold  — Strong  winds,  S(|ualls  at  times,  with 
snow  and  luiil,  liaxc  operated  ,a(h-ersel\-  since  n\\ 
last  report,  and  spurt  has  consfMjnently  been  at  a 
discount.  Indeed,  tlie  last  tliree  (la\s,  dwiiil;  to  tlio 
wintry  \\cath<'r  and  lii'a\  y  swell,  seaiccly  a  (ish  has 
been  taken.  N(i\-.  2(). — Very  high  tide  and  strong 
north  wind.  Rev.  Father  JIason  had  a.  bag  of  Sib,  ; 
Mr.  Matthews  (B.S..\.S.),  ISIb.,  includinu  codling  of 
71b.;  Mr.  Wrightson,  (ijlb..  with  a  si)l;ni(li(l  dab 
weighing  lib.  S.loz.  Now  27.  —  Mr.  T.  ,Ma(  thew  s, 
two  codling  of  711),  and  41b.  rcspcctiwl \'  :  .Mr,  K. 
Moore,  codling  of  411).  Nov.  2S.  — Mr.  I-],  ,^bl()re, 
7l\h.  Mr.  Wrightson  won  Colonel  Lucas's 
prize,  with  221b.  (ioz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Lane  b.cing  second 
with  20lb.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Taylor  took  bag  of  41b.  Soz. 
Nov.  29  and  30. — Strong  E.  and  N.E.  winds  pre- 
vailed, with  heavy  sea  and  bitterly  cold.  No  fish 
taken.  Dec.  1. — Still  bitterly  cold,  with  heavy 
swell.  Rev.  Father  Mason  had  codling  of  7glb. 
Dec.  2. — Bright  fine  day,  but  extremely  cold,  and 
heavy  swell.  No  sport  at  all.  A  few  boats  went 
out,"  spratting  '  and  secured  some  splendid  catches, 
some  taking  forty  bushels.  —  L,  B,  Wkightson 
(B.S.A.S.). 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
next,  Dec.  7,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Wooduitff. 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
At  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday  (Dee.  2) 
members  held  a  reception,  honoured  by  a  large 
attendance  of  wives,  sisters,  cousins,  and  aunts, 
and  in  such  numbers^  that  the  wisdom  of  the  com- 
mittee in  securing  the  large  bancjueting-hall  was 
made  evident.  Mr.  C.  W.  Glassington,  a  gentlemaa 
who  in  past  years  rendered  valuable  services  on  the 
committee  of  the  society,  occupied  the  chair,  and 
with  practised  touch  and  fluent  speech,  caixied  the 
whole  affair  through  to  a  not  very  early  conclusion. 
The  microscopes  and  a  good  selection  of  slides, 
provided  by  Mr.  Hill,  a  member,  were  rivalled 
by  Mr.  Walter  Bates'  instruments  with  a  selection 
of  objects  so  germane  to  the  society's  work,  that 
what  was  intended  as  a  night  of  recreative  rest 
developed,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  into  a  lodge 
of  instruction.  Even  in  his  lighter  moods  the 
British  sea  angler  cannot  tear  himself  away  from 
his  beloved  fish — and  the  ladies  were  not  a  whit 
liehind.  The  ripple  of  talk  abounded  with  reminis- 
cences of  past  triumphs  on  pier  and  in  boat  in  the 
past,  and  the  anticipated  triumphs  of  the  future,  in 
spite  of  the  very  excellent  programme  of  music 
arranged  by  the  society's  old  favourite,  Mr.  James 
Budd.  To  say  that  the  music  went  well  would 
imply  a  curious  want  of  knowledge  of  his  skill. 
And  as  should  always  be  the  case  in  that 
intangible  fimction  dubbed  the  conversazione, 
everyone  present  was  eagerly  engaged  in  amusing 
himself  and  others,  and  like  all  Englishmen,  when 
let  alone  and  not  too  much  engineered  by  com- 
mitteemen and  stewards,  did  it  well.  Miss  Winifred 
Marw'ood's  songs  were  listened  to  with  a  warm 
manifestation  of  appreciation.  Mr.  Budd  sang  as 
he  always  sings,  and  like  good  wine  "needs  no 
bush."  Mr.  Philip  Henry  made  everyone  laugh. 
Mr.  Ernest  Parker's  violin  made  everyone  leave 
off  talking,  and  Mr.  Thorpe  Bates's  songs 
and  Mr.  Sidney  Hill's  piano  left  little  to  be 
desired.  Needless  to  report  no  bu.siness  was 
done.  Next  Wednesday,  Fetter-Lane  Rooms  will 
be  full  of  it,  as  the  news  went  round  that  last 
Saturday,  Mr.  Croft  Handley,  with  his  friends 
Messrs.  IBurrough  and  Osborne,  and  their  boatman. 
Jack  Hiller,  took  2cwt.  of  codling  in  one  day,  tliirty- 
one  in  number,  the  heaviest  101b. ;  members'  reports 
are  therefore  likely  to  be  lively.  On  Wednes- 
day next,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  reviews  the  ''Annual 
Fishery  Reports." — Hon.  Reporter. 

City  of  London  Pisc.\tori.4^l  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen 
Anne's  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  when  Mr.  John 
Dryden  (hon.  librarian)  presided.  Reports  of  fishing 
were  made  as  follows  : — Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs,  together 
with  Messrs.  Beaniont  and  Cox,  a  very  mi.xed  but 
not  large  catch  at  Burnham-on-Crouch,  consisting 
of  whiting  of  no  great  size,  whiting-pouts  up  to  lib., 
dabs,  codling,  and  bull-routs  ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
rendered  an  overdue  report  of  recent  fishing  at  Deal, 
when,  together  with  Mr.  Wheeler,  a  total  of  con- 
siderably more  than  200  fish  (mainly  whiting)  were 
taken  ;  Mr.  Wolff  also  fished  at  Deal  with  a  certain 
amount  of  success.  Two  books  wore  presented  to 
the  library  by  Messrs.  Davison  and  Vincent,  the 
thanks  of  the  society  in  each  ca.se  being  voted  to 
the  donor.  A  gentleman  previously  proposed  for 
member.ship  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected. 
There  was  a  very  interesting  discussion  on  fishing 
tackle,  many  members  exhibiting  items  in  this 
department  not  generally  obtainable.  The  toast 
of  the  society  having  been  honoured  in  due  coarse, 
a  cordial  \  ote  of  thanks  to  the  greatly  esteemed 
chairman  closed  the  proceedings.  The  lion,  secretary 
requests  that  members  will  kindly  note  that  on 
Tuesday  next  (Dec,  8)  a  paper  on  a  most  interesting 
angling  subject  will  be  read  by  Mr,  Dryden,  whose 
treatment  of  the  matter  in  hand  cannot  fail  to 
secure  attention  from  all  practical  fishermen  and 
ii-lithyologists. — Hon.  Sue. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  i\lark  Da\ies  presided  at  the  committee 
mci'ting,  and  Mr.  VV.  P,  Salmond  at  the  ordinarj' 
meeting,  on  Tuesday  (Dec.  I).  The  members 
learned,  with  very  deep  regret,  of  the  death  of 
their  late  secretary,  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker,  which  sad 
event  took  place  on  Thursday  (Nov.  26).  The 
hon.  sec.  was  rec^uested  to  write,  conveying  to  the 
family  the  sympathy  of  the  society  with  them  in 
their  sad  loss.  During  the  last  two  years  Mr.  W alker 
has  suffered  from  phthisis,  and  his  death  was  not 
unlooked  for,  as  lately  he  has  been  very  ill ;  but 
the  news  of  his  death  caused  very  genuine  soixow 
among  the  members,  as  Mr.  Walker  had  endeared 
himself  to  all  by  his  quiet  and  unostentatious 
manner,     Mr.  Walker  was   a  devoted  follower 


of  the  gentle  art,  and  excelled  in  roach  fishing, 
a  splendid  pair  of  cases  of  exceptionally  fine  roach 
testifying  to  this  fact.  Messrs.  Zerfass  and  Close 
represented  the  Gresham  at  Mr.  Walker's  funeral  on 
Monday  last.  Several  members  went  to  Kelvedon 
on  Saturday  last,  but  only  to  find  the  rivers 
everywhere  in  flood,  and  the  Blackwater  quite 
unfishable.  Those  who  went  to  Deal  for  the  week 
end  were  in  not  much  better  plight,  for  adver.se 
winds  prevented  them  from  going  afloat.  Under 
these  circumstances  there  is  very  little  in  the  way  of 
"catches"  to  report,  the  only' notable  one  l)eing 
that  of  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill,  who  took  101b.  of  good  roach 
from  the  Thames.  Several  members  applied  for 
admission,  and  will  be  balloted  for  in  due  course. — 
F.  E.  Eldred,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  was  in  the  chair  at 
Monday's  meeting,  but  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
weather  which  had  prevailed  angling  experiences 
were  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Some  very 
interesting  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Bridgman,  who,  besides  being  a  keen  angler,  is  an 
able  conchologist,  on  the  genus  known  to  collectors 
as  "Ol  ives."  A  number  of  fine  specimens  of  this 
va,riety  was  exhibited  and  passed  round  for  examin- 
ation, Mr.  Bridgman's  collection  being  one  of  the 
best  extant.  A  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  winter 
programme  of  the  society,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
a  f  iu?ther  pronouncement  on  this  important  matter 
will  shortly  be  made. — Hon.  Sec. 


Trafalgar  Anglers'  Association. 
A  very  successful  smoking  concert,  promoted  by 
the  Trafalgar  Anglers'  Association,  was  held  at  the 
club  headquarters,  the  Lord  Nelson  Inn,  Trafalgar- 
street,  Brighton,  on  Nov.  26.  Over  a  hundred 
members  and  friends  were  present,  and  a  large  and 
varied  programme  was  carried  out.  The  proceed- 
ings were  opened  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Markwick,  followed  by  a  pianoforte  solo  by  the 
accompanist,  Mr.  C.  R.  Shrosbery.  Other  instru- 
mental music  during  the  evening  was  rendered  by 
Mr.  E.  Aanensen,  violin  solo ;  Mr.  Woolgar,  mandolin 
solo  ;  and  Mr.  S.  Hart,  pianoforte  solo.  The  vocal 
programme  was  heartily  appreciated  by  the  company 
present,  and  a  conjuring  entertainment  by  Mr. 
Zeidler  was  well  received.  Among  those  who  gave 
their  services  in  song  were  Miss  A.  C.  Hall,  Miss 
Llayett,  Messrs.  G.  Hogarth,  Beck,  F.  Perrin,  W. 
Crossley,  J.  Degras,  B.  Markwick,  W.  Ireland, 
Jenner,  Louis,  Bennett,  French,  Renvis,  and  G- 
Hall,  one  of  the  Remo  Brothers,  and  several  others. 
In  a  brief  speech  Mr.  G.  Hall  dwelt  upon  the 
advantages  of  the  club,  announcing  that  the  railway 
company  had  generously  met  the  application  fod 
reduced  fares  for  members.  He  also  proposed  b 
hearty  vote  of  thanks'  to  the  gentlemen  who  bar 
supported  the  club  and  to  the  artistes  who  had 
given  their  services  towards  the  evening's  enjoy- 
ment. A  most  pleasant  evening  was  concluded 
with  the  National  Anthem. 


Pfoviiieial  fluglitig  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  lot  of  changes  in  the  weather 
since  my  last  notes  were  forwarded,  but  the  change 
will  work  wonders  with  respect  to  the  pike  fishermen. 
So  far  they  have  done  well,  and  taken  some  ver}' 
decent  fish.  We  have  had  some  very  heavy  rain, 
so  that  the  livers  ha\'e  been  bank  high,  but  on 
account  of  the  sharp  frosts  we  have  had  of  late,  the 
pike  are  on  the  move  and  grayling  are  pro\iding 
good  sport.  Soma  very  fine  perch  have  been  taken 
from  the  river.  On  the  Avon,  the  pike  have  been 
on  the  move,  and  some  very  good  fish  have  been 
taken  in  the  upper  reaches  near  to  Fladbujy  and 
E\'esham  Pool,  and  canal  fishing  has  been  quiet  on 
account  of  the  anglers  remaining  at  home  and 
holding  themselves  in  reach'ness  for  the  Christmas 
holidays.  There  will  be  a  few  bye-contests  to  be 
decided,  but  in  the  present  month  we  hope  to  have 
a  good  spsll  of  sport.  A  few  of  my  friends  ha\  e 
had  some  good  sport  not  far  from  the  city  with  the 
pike,  and  next  week  they  intend  to  go  for  a  few 
more. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  has  taken  a  very  wintrj^  turn  in  the 
Fen  district.  Following  upon  a  sharp  frost  on 
Monday  night,  snow  fell  heavily  in  the  early  hours 
of  Tuesdaj'^  morning,  and  the  outlook  was  not  at  all 
inviting  to  anglers.  A  lot  of  rain  fell,  too,  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  and  the  ground  is  in  such  a  state 
of  cjuagmire  that  operations  with  the  trolling  rod 
will  be  checked.  Roach,  wliich  had  recently  been 
offering  capital  sport,  will  not  attract  much  atten- 
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tion  so  long  as  the  wintry  character  of  the  weather 
continues,  as  it  will  be  far  too  cold  to  stand  about 
by  the  watei-side.  Those  who  were  out  last  freek 
with  the  trolling  tackle  had  a  good  time  amongst 
the  pike.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham  yielded 
fish  up  to  8Ib..  but  perhaps  the  best  sport  was  had 
on  the  Forty-foot,  which  just  now  is  in  the  pink  of 
condition  for  operations  against  the  pike.  Those 
who  allowed  a  live  ba't  to  swim  down  with  the 
current  did  exceptionally  well.  In  the  course  of  a 
couple  of  hours  one  angler  landed  two-and-a-half 
brace  of  fish  averaging  3Jlb.  apiece,  the  heaviest 
scaling  71b.,  and  another  rod  killed  three  fish  during 
the  same  day  (Nov.  20),  weighing  in  the  aggregate 
ll|lb.  Occasionally  a  good  perch  or  two  have 
been  met  with  on  the  Forty-foot,  and  one  captured 
last  week  with  the  dew  worm  turned  the  scale  at 
lib.  8oz 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  nice  roach  were  secm'ed  in  different  parts 
of  the  ri\  er  Hull  last  week  end,  the  river  being  in 
very  good  trim,  but  during  the  night  of  Nov.  29  we 
had  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  and  it  has  been  snowing 
at  intervals  until  to-day  (Dec.  2)  and  is  at  present 
freezing  hard,  so  that  ang'ing  operations  are  at 
present  out  of  the  question,  yet,  should  no  more 
snow  fall,  pike  should  furnish  a  little  sport,  for  the 
water  is  not  much  affected  with  the  downfall  as  yet. 
Most  societies  are  now  busy  holding  their  annual 
functions,  and  several  have  taken  place  during  the 
past  week.  Messrs.  Blundell's  Association  have  just 
lield  their  annual,  and  elected  their  executive  for  the 
coming  season,  Mr.  W.  Lond  being  elected  to  the  pre- 
sidential chair,  Mr.  M.  Salmon  to  the  vi:e,  Mr.  R. 
Sals,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  A.  Stone,  secretary.  The 
Kings'.oa  Rovers  A.S.  a'so  mat  the  othsr  evening,  and 
electad  Mr.  W.  G.  Wdson  president,  Mr.  B.  Hood 
treauu'ir,  and  Mr.  W.  Gray  hon.  secretary. 
Another  n3w  angling  club  has  been  added  to  oiu- 
list  of  locals ;  the  headquarters  of  thj  new  arrival 
is  at  the  Mechanics'  Ai'ms  in  Liddell-street,  which 
was  inauguratgd  on  Monday  evening  last,  and 
pio  nisei  ta  be  a  fairly  strong  one. 

'  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Several  of  the  Liverpool  Clubs  have  not  looked 
upon  the  idea  of  forming  a  centre  with  much 
approval,  and  at  some  meetings  the  scheme  has 
been  unanimously  condemned.  The  City  Association 
are  affiliated  to  the  Provincial  Angling  Association, 
and  are  not  desirious  of  withdrawing  thsir  support 
and  confidence  from  that  body.  The  Central  Anglers 
have  not  taken  a  very  favourable  view  of  the  matter, 
and  the  Nelson  Anglere  are  not  likely  to  support 
the  sjheme.  Perhaps  those  with  whom  it  originated 
have  V)cen  i  Doking  a  little  ahead,  and  foresaw  that 
sucli  a  ui'-i venient  would  be  inevitable  before  long. 
If  .s  .>,  tliey  lia\-e  but  suffered  what  originators  and 
pioneers  frequently  meet  with.  Considering  the 
importance  of  the  town,  and  the  very  large  number 
of  anglers  resident  therein,  it  seems  likely  that  such 
a  movement  would  be  benetkyal  and  the  sport  be 
greatly  stimulated.  However,  the  opposition  with 
which  it  has  already  been  confronted  does  not  augur 
Well  for  its  success  at  present.  The  Farnworth  and 
District  Anglers'  Association  had  an  important 
council  meeting  on  Dec.  2,  and  announce  another 
for  early  in  January.  The  spell  of  frosty  weather 
has  had  a  very  beneficial  effect.  Mr.  Green  had  a 
good  basket  of  roach  and  bream  a  few  days  ago, 
and  pike  fishing  has  been  stimulated.  The  Cyprus 
Clnb  convened  a  special  meeting  this  week,  the 
mjst  important  business  being  a  mov'ement  for 
reconstructing  the  society.  Mr.  Harrison,  of  the 
Excelsior  Club,  reports  a  perch  of  lib.  and  a  fine 
dace  of  8oz. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Angling  enthusiasm  has  been  very  dormant  for 
some  little  time,  but  the  spell  of  frost  has  greatly 
altered  matters.  One  Mancliester  rod,  pike-fishing 
at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  secured  a  nice  fish  of 
about  31b.  Two  rods  from  Ardwick  give  a  very 
good  account  of  a  visit  to  a  local  water  ;  each  had 
a  few  fine  roach.  News  from  Rhyl  says  the  tides 
have  not  been  favourable  during  the  week,  but 
local  rods  who  favour  that  resort  should  do  well  at 
the  week  end.  The  Ardwick  Anglers  had  a  meeting 
on  Dec.  1  for  routine  business.  The  aimouncement 
of  the  social  evening  in  connection  with  the  Moss 
Side  Social  Anglers  was  a  little  premature.  It 
was  found  impossible  to  complete  the  necessary 
arrangements,  and  in  the  end  the  event  had  to  be 
postponed.  There  is  an  important  notice  of  motion 
down  for  consideration  at  the  next  ordinary  meeting, 
also  other  items  which  call  for  a  good  attendance. 
The  majority  of  our  local  clubs  are  busily  engaged 
either  in  stocking  operations  or  in  some  other  por- 
tion of  their  winter's  programme,  arid  little  is  being 
heard  outside  the  clubrooms.  In  a  few  weeks  we 
-hall  be  in  the  thick  of  annual  dinnars  and  meetings 
.or  winding  up  th3  year.    Although  disappointing 


in  many  ways  as  regards  actual  sport,  it  is  a  pleasing 
feature  of  almost  every  report  to  hand  yet  that 
financial  succ?8s  has  been  attained,  and  a  much  ex- 
tended membership  list  in  not  a  few  case  >  during 
the  past  season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  was  running  in  flood  on  Nov.  23,  24, 
and  25,  although  on  the  last-named  day  the  water 
was  just  begiiming  to  run  within  the  banks  of  tiic 
river.  Fishing  has,  of  cour.se,  been  out  of  the  cjues- 
tion.  In  the  closing  days  of  last  week  anglers  were 
numerous  on  most  of  the  favourite  reaches,  piking 
and  drubbing  claiming  the  greatest  share  of  atten- 
tion. At  Weston,  in  the  pool,  Mr.  E.  Bayley  took 
a  handsome  pike  of  121b.,  and  on  Nov.  2(5  several 
were  caught  on  the  Shardlow  waters  by  Mr.  J.  B. 
Anderson  and  Mr.  W.  Boyes.  On  the  same  length, 
Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  your  correspondent  creeled  a 
number  of  big  chub  with  greaves:  and  on  Nov.  28, 
in  the  rairr,  Sir.  Edgar  Birks  picked  up  sorrre  firre 
roach  with  the  worm.  Chub  anglers  did  well  on 
Nov.  26  at  Fiskerton,  Shelford,  Holme  Pierrepont, 
and  Clifton  (Grove  swims),  and  visitors  to  Barton  and 
Attenborough  secured  a  fair  quantity  of  roach  with 
gentles  and  the  various  kinds  of  worm.  But 
worming,  as  a  whole,  has  been  decidedly  "off." 
Members  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society  have 
brought  to  a  head  another  of  theh  periodi  jal  pegged- 
down  matches  at  Rolleston.  Sport  wa?,  however, 
poor,  only  two  of  the  prizes  offered  for  competition 
being  won.  These  fell  to  the  prowess  of  Mr.  J. 
Holt  and  Mr.  H.  Vallance.  The  high  water  now 
running  should  place  plenty  of  additional  pike  in  the 
various  backwaters,  and  as  soon  as  the  colour 
improves  there  is  sure  to  bo  a  gene  al  run  upon 
them.  Bait  is,  however,  rather  scarce.  The  rise 
ought  also  to  give  a  greater  stimulus  to  roach  and 
other  fishing  with  the  worm. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  very  little  angling  done  in  this 
district  during  the  week.  Roach  and  dace  gave  fair 
sport  up  to  Nov.  26,  with  the  paste  and  the  maggot, 
but  no  good  catches  are  recorded  ;  several  anglers 
visited  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Teme  and  the 
Herefordshire  streams  for  grayling,  but  had  little 
sport ;  the  wind  was  blowing  almost  a  gale  and  heavy 
rain  fell  at  inter^'als  all  the  day.  Messrs.  Martin 
Perks  and  R.  Wingfield  caught  a  few  brace  each 
with  the  maggot,  but  the  Teme  scarcely  yielded  a 
grayling  to  either  rod.  Pike  fishing  has  been  fairly 
good.  Mr.  R.  J.  Caswell  fishing  the  Teme  at  Knight- 
wick,  cairght  two  fiLsh,  one  weighing  7 fib.,  the  other 
ojlb.  Messrs.  Hill  and  Hughes,  in  the  Avon, 
near  Fladbury,  had  five  good-sized  fish,  heaviest 
9|lb.,  arrd  Mr.  F.  T.  Tomlinson,  fishing  private 
water  cn  Nov.  26,  caught  six  irice  fish  with  live 
bait.  There  must  have  been  a  very  heavy  rain- 
fall in  the  higher  districts  of  the  Severn  and  Tern=. 
On  Nov.  27  it  rained  all  day  here,  and  all  the  rivers 
rose  rapidly,  and  for  the  fourth  time  during  the  last 
three  months  have  overflowed  their  banks,  and  put 
a  stop  to  angling  altogether.  We  ha\'e  had  three 
days  of  frost,  which  is  much  more  seasonable,  and 
should  it  continue  the  heavy  water  will  soon  pass 
off,  and  we  may  have  some  sport  before  the 
Christmas  holiday  comes. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Foard  in 
York  on  Nov.  28  there  was  considerable  discussion 
on  the  proposed  new  bye-law  to  prohibit  netting  in 
the  river  Hull.  Admiral  Walker  stated  that  a  man 
was  netting  in  the  river  with  a  big  trawl  net  from  a 
barge,  and  catching  large  quantities  of  trout  and 
pike.  Th?  anglers  of  Hull  were  up  in  arms  in  the 
matter.  The  man  was  reported  to  have  said  that 
if  he  had  pi'oper  appliances  he  could  clear  the  river 
Hull  in  three  weeks.  The  result  of  the  discirssion 
was  a  decision  to  adopt  a  bye-law  prohibiting  the  use 
of  any  net  or  instrument  for  catching  freshwater 
fish  except  a  rod  and  line,  and  fixed  rrets  for  eels, 
and  landing  nets  as  an  auxiliary  to  anglers  with  the 
rod  and  line,  in  the  river  HuU  below  Foston  Mills, 
in  the  parts  of  the  West  Beck  below  Corpslanding, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Driffield  Canal.  In  the  matter 
of  the  exemption  of  the  Orrse  between  Linton  and 
Nabirrn  danrs  from  the  Freshwater  Fishery  Act,  it 
was  resolved  to  rescirrd  a  re^jolutiorr,  passed  irr  1884 
making  the  exemption,  arrd  the  close  time  will  apply 
to  all  fish  in  that  portion  of  the  river,  as  in  other  river  s 
under  the  Board's  control ;  but  the  exemption  is 
not  to  apply  to  pike,  wlrich  are  irowhere  protected 
in  the  Board's  district.  "  The  fish  rest,  so  may  the 
angler,"  it  is  said  of  December,  and  it  remains  to 
be  seen  how  far  rodrrren  will  be  true  to  the  old 
saying.  Wednesday's  reports  showed  that  the 
Wiske  was  in  capital  condition  for  pike  fishing, 
and  that  good  sport  was  obtainable  amongst 
grayling  and  coarse  fish  in  the  Swale  and  Bedale 
I3eck, 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  becom-i  \ery  frosty,  with 
frequent  showers  of  snow.  .\s  a  result  of  the 
charrge  piko  fishing  has  shown  an  improvement  all 
round.  Spawning  operations  continue  to  be  carried 
orr  urrder  ver-y  favourable  conditioirs.  At  the  la.st 
Macroom  Petty  Se.ssions  a  man  named  T.  Creedon, 
of  Macroom,  was  prosecuted  by  the  Cork  Fishery 
Conservators  for  having  two  sahnoir  in  his  posses- 
sion in  the  close  season.  The  deferrdant  was  finetl 
£2,  and  6s.  6d.  costs,  or  in  defaidt  one  month's 
imprisonment.  At  the  Listowel  Petty  Se.ssioiLS  last 
week  the  Linrerick  Board  of  Fishery  Conservators, 
through  theii'  secretarj-,  Mr.  Hosford,  prosecuted  a 
man  named  Charles  Nolan,  of  Ballygowloge,  for 
fishiirg  for  salmon  without  a  licence  on  Nov.  18. 
The  defendairt  iir  a  second  couirt  was  chai-ged 
with  refusing  to  pi  oduce  a  licence  when  called  upon 
to  do  so.  The  rrragistrates  con\  ictcd,  and  the 
defendant  was  fiired  in  tlie  irrrnimiuir  penalty  of  £2, 
the  rod  to  be  forfeited.  There  were  several  cases  of 
illegal  fishing  at  the  last  Killorglin  (co.  Kerry)  Petty 
Sessions.  Two  nren,  narired  Michael  .Johnston  and 
.James  McCarthy,  were  summoned  by  .laures  Henscy. 
local  inspector  of  fisheries,  for  illegal  fishiirg  with 
a  net  on  the  river  Laune.  Tire  deferrdants  were 
firred  £1  Is.  each,  with  £1  costs.  The  sairre  com- 
plainatrt  charged  Patrick  Donoghue,  of  Killorglin, 
with  angling  for  salmon  on  the  river  Launc  without 
being  duly  hcensed.  Defendant  was  fined  £2,  and 
10s.  costs  ;  and  for  a  similar  offence  Martin  Burko 
was  fined  in  the  same  penalty  and  costs.  An  inr- 
portant  fishery  inquiry  commenced  at  Dingle  on 
Wednesday,  Nov.  25,  before  Messrs.  Green  and  Lane, 
fishery  inspectors.  Mr.  Green  read  the  merrrorial 
received  by  the  Fishery  Board  from  the  boat  ovniers 
and  fishermen  of  Dingle  stating  that  their  nets  were 
injiu'ed  and  fishing  destroyed  by  the  steam  trawlers, 
and  asking  to  have  the  limit  line  at  present  drawn 
from  Black  Head  to  the  Lemon  Rock  drawn  far-ther 
to  seaward,  and  suggesting  that  it  should  be  drawn 
from  the  Foze  Rock  to  the  Greater  Skellig,  and 
thence  to  the  Bull  Rock.  The  local  fishermen  were 
represented  by  Mr.  John  Kennedy,  solicitor.  Dingle. 
The  Dublin  Steam  Trawlers'  Co.  were  represented 
by  Mr.  W.  R.  Richardsorr,  solicitor,  Dublin ;  and 
Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  of  the  fii-m  of  Messrs.  A.  H.  Allen 
and  Son,  solicitors,  of  Quesnstown,  represented  the 
various  steam  trawling  companies  of  Milford.  Evi- 
denc3  having  b?en  given,  the  inquiry  was  adjourned 
to  Cahirciveen,  where  a  further  sitting  was  held  on 
Nov.  27  when  further  evidence  was  taken.  Tire 
decision  of  the  Fishery  Board  is  awaited  with 
rmrch  interest  by  the  coast  fishermen  affected. 
At  the  last  Bantry  Petty  Sessions  Jlr.  Peter 
Ebbesen,  of  No.  1,  Warwick  -  road,  Jlilford 
Haven,  master  mariner,  was  prosecuted  by 
Mr.  Frederick  WiUiam  Sherlock,  chief  officer  of  the 
steamship  Oranuale,  belonging  to  the  Congested 
Districts'  Board,  for  unlawfully  trawling  with  the 
steamer  Portsmouth  within  a  prohibited  area  on 
Oct.  15,  1903.  Evidence  having  been  heard,  the 
Bench  were  unanimous  in  finuig  the  defendant  £30, 
arrd  £16  8s.  experrses ;  arrd  ordered  that  if  these 
sirrns  be  not  paid  within  eight  days,  the  Western 
Steam  Trawling  Company,  Limited  (the  owners  of 
the  steamship  Portsmouth)  pay  half  the  amoimt. 


NETTING  IN  ANOTHER  LONDON 
PARK  LAKE. 


By  perirrission  of  the  London  County  Coiurcil  the 
Anglers'  Associatiorr,  on  Nov.  25  and  26,  iretted 
Peckham  Rye  Park  Lake,  between  locwt.  and  1  ton 
of  good  carp  and  roach  being  transferred  froirr  the 
lake  and  pirt  into  tire  river  Thames  at  Hampton 
Court,  not  a  single  fish  being  lost,  notwithstandiirg 
the  eighteen  mile  road  jomney.  The  Couircil 
decided  to  chain  the  water  off  and  clean  out  the 
lake ;  conseqirently  the  associatiorr  had  to  make 
firrther  arrangements.  On  Wednesday  and  Thm's- 
day  of  this  week  tire  fish  had  to  be  remoxed 
from  the  mud  by  hand  nets ;  over  one  and  a  quarter 
ton  of  fish  were  caught,  and  by  agi'eement 
with  the  L.C.C.,  half  a  ton  of  these  fish  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Cormcil's  ponds  at  Hampstead  Heath 
and  Vale  of  Health,  and  the  remainder  taken  to 
Hampton  Cour  t  and  turned  into  the  Thanres  at  the 
Gallery  Swim.  The  whole  of  this  work  has  occupied 
a  great  deal  of  the  Netting  and  Restocking  Fimd 
Committee's  time,  and  too  many  thanks  camrot  be 
gi\'en  to  those  gentlemen,  and  also  to  those  who 
have  so  generously  given  their  services  in  the 
interests  of  the  sport  of  angling. 

R.  G.  \\  ooDRurF. 


The  Loirdon  angler  is  always  tactful — that  is 
why  he  makes  such  a  good  chairman.  It  was  not 
air  angler  brrt  a  pigeon-fancier  who  at  a  public 
dirmer  called  upon  an  old  soldier,  who  had  lost  an 
arrrr  and  a  leg,  to  jiropose  the  toast,  "  Our  Absent 
Members." 
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"Destiny,  Chance,  Providence:  three  pseudonyms 
of  '  the  unknoivn  God.'  " — G.  A'ai^ereau. 


The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  be  published  on  December  12,  at  the -visual 
price — twopence . 


The  Highbury  Angling  Society  has  always  stood 
very  high  in  the  estimation  of  anglers — good  and 
true.  It  is  a  club  with  a  high  standard,  and 
manages  to  put  its  ideals  into  concrete  and  tangible 
reality.  When  I  saw  the  announcement  of 
musical  evening,"  I  knew  that  a  splendid  company 
would  gather  at  the  cosy  headquarters,  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  but  1  was  hardly  prepared  for  a  pro- 
gramme of  "  specimen  "  items  which  should  cover 
the  whole  range  of  musical  art.  Mr.  G.  H.  Rayner, 
musical  director,  I  salute  you.  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd, 
chairman,  I  congratulate  you.  Mr.  Geor.e  Westrup, 
"courteous  and  energetic  secretary,"  you  have 
made  a  "  record  "  which  some  might  think  it  difficult 
to  "live  up  to."  Only  I  know  that  in  ths  biight 
vocabulary  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society  the 
\\ord  "fail  "  never  had  even  an  embryo  existence. 

*  *  *  *  # 

"  The  Cremonese  Orchestra,"  led  by  a  most  accom 
plished  violinist,  Mr.  Alf.  Roberts,  provoked  tre- 
mendous applause,  just  as  Dr.  Johnson  described  a 
garret  as  "  the  highest  room  in  a  house,"  and  then 
had  to  [declare  that  a  loft  was  a  room  above  a 
garret,  so  acme  plaudits  had  to  be  topped  by  those 
which  rewarded  the  leader's  violin  solos.  Sweet 
part  songs  by  "  the  Highbury  Glee  Singers  "  were 
followed  by  the  artistic  humorous  songs  of  Will 
Deller  and  the  clever  Musical  Monologues  of  Mr.  C, 
Leslie  Kempton  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Cliapman.  Mr.  H.  C, 
Streeter's  cornet  solos,  with  full  orchestra,  were 
superb,  and  the  "  Magical  Problems  "  of  Mr.  Harold 
Lester  will  remain  unsolved  by  me  if  I  have  an 
eternity  in  wliich  to  puzzle  them  out.  Messrs.  H. 
Soden,  E.  Pearse-Baker,  P.  Westrup,  G.  Startup,  and 
others  contributed  to  the  success  of  an  evening 
worthy  of  the  Society's  reputation— and  no  higher 
Ijraise  can  be  given. 

*  *  ♦  *  * 

The  members  will  in  time  turn  their  attention 
from  the  concert  (it  will  not  be  readily  forgotten)  to 
fishing.  I  am  interested  and  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
club's  private  waters  have  fished  well  this  year, 
numbers  of  specimen  fish— trout,  roach,  dace,  perch 
and  pike — have  been  taken.  The  season  was 
admittedly  a  bad  one  for  trout,  but  the  waters 
yielded  them  up  to  31b. ;  the  best  fish  in  the  other 
classes  being  roach  lib.  15oz.  ;  dace,  13^oz.  ;  perch, 
lib.  14oz.  ;  pike,  201b.  It  is  surprising  that  the 
members  can  enjoy  such  exceptional  privileges  on 
the  club's  waters  at  Barford  and  Thatcham  for  such 
a  modest  subscription.  The  secretary,  Mr.  George 
Westrup,  will  answer  any  inquiries  addre,ssed  to  him 
at  the  Society's  club  room  the  Bedford  Head, 
Bedford  Square,  W.C. 


What  a  strange  thing  is  coincidence.  I  just 
looked  in  at  the  B.S.A.S.  conversazione  on  Wednes- 
day_^night,  and  as  I  surveyed  the  brilliant  throng  I 
murnuired  with  Shakespeare,  "  The  glass  of  fashion 
and  the  mould  of  form,"  and  then  I  foimd  that  the 
chairman  was  Mr.  C.  W.  Glassington— and  there 
were  other  glasses  about.  I  did  not  see  a  pair  of 
smoked  ones,  however,  and  so  I  fled,  for  my  optics 
could  hardly  look  on  such  a  dazzling  throng  un- 
protected. With  the  B.S.A.S.  success  seems  to 
tread  on  the  heels  of  success,  no  matter  what  is 
taken  in  hand. 


Mo.ST  of  my  readers  will  no  doubt  agree  with  me 
that  the  fiscal  question  is  getting  to  be  something 
of  a  bore,  and  mention  of  it  seems  especially  out  of 
place  in  these  columns.  But  there  is  one  thing  I 
can  be  thankful  to  it  for,  and  that  is  for  the  pleasure 
I  had^in  reading  my  o'.d  friend  "  Rodwell  Hook- 
ham's"  article  in  the  St.  James  s  Gazette  on  Nov.  20 
about  "The  Excise  Agitation  of  1733."  Like  his 
^  contributions  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  "  Piscatorial 
Poetics,"  it  has  the  true  literary  flavour  about  it, 
and  IS  a  most  enjoyable  rcsumif  of  the  less-known 
phases  of  a  famous  incident  in  our  pohtical  history, 
affording  \iews  of  the  matter  which  scarcel\'  find 
admission  into  the  ordinary  historical  and  bio- 
graphical works, 

As^will  be  seen  from  our  advertisement  columns, 
there  will  be  a  second  and  final  shoot  on  Dec.  12 
over  about  1000  acres  of  good  mixed  shooting. 
Mr.  G.  A.  W.  Griffiths,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  says  he  counted  over 
200  birds  this  (Thursday)  morning.  The  sudden 
frost  is  responsible  for  this,  as  also  for  the} good 
sport  being  had  just  now  among  the  pike. 


I  HAVE  heard  of  a  restaurant  —  American  of 
course  —  where  you  could  buy  anvthing  edible, 
from  a  canary's  tongue  to  a  pickled  elephant.  If 
Gamage  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Holborn,  had  been  restaura- 
teurs, that  is  how  they  would  do  busine.ss.  Indeed, 
I  am  not  quite  sure  that  you  cannot  buy  those  things 
there  now,  for  no  man  breathing  will  dare  to  say 
that  Gamage  don't  sell  everything.  I  was  at  the 
Press  view  of  Gamage's  Christmas  Bazaar,  and  I 
left  my  brethren  of  the  Fourth  Estate  to  wander 
amid  a  maze  of  toys,  games,  and  everything  that 
could  be  dreamed  about  for  Christmas  presents, 
whilst  I  naturally  gravitated  to  the  fishing  tackle 
departinent.  Next  week  I  shall  refer  to  several 
specialities;  now,  I  will  only  say,  be  you  angler  or 
not,  duke  or  peasant,  man,  woman  or  child,  don't 
miss  Gamage's  Bazaar,  it  is  enough"  to  "  staeeer 
humanity."  ■'' 


"  Dear  Dragnet,  I  see  from  the  Fishing  Gazette 
that  on  Nov.  15  Mr.  T.  Tomlinson,  of  Riverdale, 
Teddington,  captured,  at  Teddington  Weir,  a  fine 
pike  of  181b.  on  single  gut  hook,  and  that  the  fish 
took  an  hour  to  land.  Do  you  think  this  experience 

can  be  repeated  ?    I  should  like  to  have  a  try.  

Yours,  Ambitiod.s."  Well,  you  never  know  your 
luck.  Try,  by  all  means  ;  but  I  don't  think  you 
will  put  Mr.  Tomlinson's  nose  out  of  joint  until  two 
Simdays  come  in  a  week. 


"Damming  the  Thames."  I  stiw  this  hjadhne 
in  Friday's  Daily  Telegraph,  and  1  said  to  myself, 
"  Well,  I'm  not  surprised,  these  floods  would  make 
one  speak  disrespectfully  of  the  Equator."  I  see, 
however,  that  some  new  docks  are  proposed,  and 
only  an  engineering  scheme  is  meant.  I  ought  to 
have  known  anglers  never,  never  use  naughty  words. 


"  Spinning  Minnow  "  (of  Bath)  writes  :  "  A  fine 
pike  was  captured  last  week  iu  the  historic  lake 
the  grounds  of  Prior  Park,  near  Bath.  Prior  Park 
was  built  by  the  well-known  Ralph  Allen,  to  whom 
Bath  owes  much.  He  was  visited  by  such  men  as 
Bishop  Warburton,  Alexander  Pope,  Henry  Field- 
ing, the  novelist,  who  introduced  the  good  man 
into  one  of  the  best  novels  perhaps  ever  written — 
"Tom  Jones." 

*  *  *  *  ^ 

"  Mr.  Bartlett,  of  Bath,  was  the  fortunate  fisher- 
man. He  was  live-baiting  in  the  large  pond — there 
are  two  there — when  his  bait  was  seized  by  a  large 
pike,  which  was  ultimately  landed  in  safety.  The 
fish,  a  female  one,  weighed  201b.  8oz.,  was  19in. 
in  girth,  and  measured  42in.  in  length.  It  was  not 
in  the  best  of  condition,  and  should  have  weio-hed 
251b.  at  least."  " 


The  Walton-on-Thames  A.  S.  announce  their 
annual  competition  for  the  benefit  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  on  Dec.  6.  It  is  a 
roving  competition  (West  Surrey  Waterworks  to 
Sunbury  Lock,  towpath  only).  Bank  hours  and 
bank  fishing,  10  to  4;  weigh  in,  5.0.  All  sizeable 
fish  to  count  except  pike,  eels,  pope,  and  minnows. 
Spiiming  and  live  bait  fishing  barred,  and  one  rod 
only  allowed.  Start  and  finish  by  signal.  No  one 
to  fish  until  his  ticket  has  bean  stamped  at  head- 
cjuarters.  Angler's  Hotel. 


A  LADY  writes: — "Dear  Dragnet, — Ever  so 
long  ago  I  vowed  eternal  enmity  to  the  corset, 
whose  embrace  is  like  that  of  the  deadly  boa- 
constrictor.  As  an  athletic,  and  I  hope  sensible, 
woman,  I  think  I  shall  welcoma  the  'anti-corset.' 
Where  can  it  be  purchased  'I "  I  liave  simply 
replied  to  this  query,  The  English  "Platinum" 
Anti-Corset  Company,  Ridginount-stree^  W.C. 


The  "Badminton  Magazine  of  Sports  and 
Pasti  mes  "  for  December  is  a  capital  number.  The 
Hon.  John  Scott-Montagu,  M.P.,  contributes  an 
article  on  "  Beaulieu  "  as  a  "  Famous  Home  of 
Sport."  The  series  of  articles  on  "The  Racing 
World  and  its  Inhabitants"  is  still  rimning.  This 
month  the  subject  is  "Touts  and  Touting,  by  a 
Tout."  Another  of  Major  C.  G.  Matson's  articles 
enliven  the  pages.  "More  about  the  Modest  Motor" 
is  as  bright  and  instructive  as  the  earlier  articles. 
"Shooting  Accidents,"  with  se\-eral  illustrations 
.showing  how  and  how  not  to  carry  a  gun,  will 
nterest  all  shooting  men,  and  a  description  of 
'  Curling  at  St.  Moiitz,"  by  E.  H.  Lawson  Williams, 
is  a  seasonable  subject.  The  Editor,  Mr.  Alfred  E. 
T.  Watson  gives  a  resume  of  "  The  Past  Racing 
Season."  "Tunny  Fishing  near  Syracuse,"  by 
Major  General  D.  O'Callaghan,  is  well  worth  reading. 
The  coloured  picture  depicts  an  extremely  interesting 
subject.  It  is  "A  Sweepstakes,  Newmarket  Spring 
Meeting,  1793,"  and  shows  in  striking  contrast  the 
acing  at  that  date  to  that  at  the  present  time. 


Mr.  John  Cooper,  the  celebrated  naturalist,  of 
28,  Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's,  London,  E.C.,  brought 
a  very  fine  roach  to  St.  Dunstan's  House  on  Monday. 
It  weighed— on  the  most  perfect  scale  that  can  be 
procured,  in  the  presence  of  reliable  witnesses— 
21b.  13|oz.— a  beautiful  fish.  It  was  taken  by  Mr. 
G.  Edmonds  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Walton-on-Tl  lames 
Angling  Society)  in  the  River  Thames  at  Old  Windsor 
on  Nov.  28.  Needless  to  say,  it  is  being  "  Coopered." 
It  was  taken  with  gentles  on  one  of  Mrs.  Sowerbutt's 
No.  11  gold  hooks.  This  splendid  roach  was  seven- 
teen inches  in  length. 


The  prizes  won  at  Richmond  on  Nov.  15  iu  Beu 
Abrahams'  competition  were  awarded  to  the  fifty- 
tour  winners  on  Monday  last  (Nov.  30).  Mr.  F.  H. 
Viger  was  chairman,  and  the  harmony  and  photo- 
graphing the  winners  were  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Miss  Barrow  gave  a  selection  on  the  violin.  "  Ben  " 
thanks  e\'eryone  for  the  support  and  help. 


A  treat  is  in  store  for  members  and  friends  of 
the  City  of  London  Piscatorials  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Dec.  8,  when  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Mr.  John 
Dryden. 


The  manager  of  the  Old  Welsh  Harp  Fishery 
writes  :—"  Dear  Sir,— Durmg  the  last  month  some 
very  fine  jack  have  been  caught  here,  weighing 
from  41b.  to  181b.  On  Nov.  29  six  jack  were  caught! 
two  weighing  over  111b." 


"That  Big  'Un  !" 

(With  apologies  to  Robert  Stanley's  "Occasional 
Trout.") 

There's  a  stream  somewhere  where  a  fish  doth 
dwell, 

A  fish  that  would  make  you  stare ; 
His  actual  size — well,  none  can  tell — 
We  only  Imow  he's  tiiere. 

I've  heard  him  in  yams,  I've  read  hiin  in  print, 

How  many  he's  sent  to  despair. 
Of  his  scales  how  many  have  seen  the  ghnt 

So  we're  sure  we  know  he's  there. 

The  rods  he's  bent  and  the  lines  he's  snapped 

Would  stock  a  country  fair ; 
Hundreds  of  times  he's  been  almost  trapped, 

But  no,  he's  still  in  there. 

Boys  have  fished  till  they've  grown  to  men. 
Till  the  silver  has  threaded  their  hair  ; 

That  fish  is  free — ah  yes,  but  then. 
You  see,  we  know  he's  there. 

Fish  on,  brave  boys,  the  day  will  come. 

It  isn't  so  hard  as  it  seems. 
Fish  on,  fish  on,  'twill  come,  'twill  come. 

You'll  have  him  yet — in  your  dreams  ! 

MOSNAE  Dis. 


The  Mick  to  his  four-year-old  squaller  :  "  Hould 
yer  whist,  ye  howling  thrubble  !  How  the  divil 
can  I  hear  myself  listen  ?  " 


Mr.  W.  Poole,  secretary  of  the  Briny  Angler  s' 
Association  (headquarters,  the  Eight  Bells,  Meymott  - 
street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.)  tells  me  that  an  outing  to 
Brighton  has  been  arranged  for  Dec.  20  fo^i-  a 
number  of  seasonable  prizes.  The  distribution  will 
take  place  on  the  2l8t. 


"Benwyan"  writes: — "Dear  Drag., — I  send 
you  a  reminiscence  of  an  Indian  general,  who,  in 
the  good  gold  mohur  days,  found  a  brother  officer, 
and  ardent  angler,  practising  wading  on  an  ample 
scale  far  out  in  a  wide  river,  enthusiastically  fishing 
for  mahseer  from  on  top  of  an  elephant  with  a 
canary  for  a  dry  fly.  Surprising  how  much  fishing 
information  of  a  reliable  sort  can  be  gathered  from 
ordinary  conversation." 


People  who  object  to  elaborate  weddings  should 
go  to  Iowa,  U.S.,  where  a  marriage  was  recently 
celebrated  with  the  following  brief  cei'emony.  The 
happy  pair  were  told  to  join  their  right  hands,  and 
then  asked  :  "  Do  you  want  one  another  ?  "  Both 
replied  "  Yes."  "  Well,  then,  have  one  another  "  ; 
and  the  couple  were  man  and  wife.  Then  the 
parson  went  fishing.    He  had  lost  no  time. 


Just  a  reminder  to  those  who  intsnd  being  present 
at  the  Lychnobites'  annual  dinner  on  Saturday  (to- 
day) at  the  Cow  and  Calf,  Eastcheap.  Host  Wrig- 
gleswoi  th  has  arranged  for  the  dinner  to  be  on  the 
table  at  six  o'clock  ;  so  be  in  time.  Mr.  John  Lees 
will  occupy  the  vice-chair,  and  the  chair  by 
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^ofes  from  il)c  Woxt^). 

Ike  rods  on  the  Hvmtly  Arms,  Aboj-ne,  Dee 
Water  are  already  well  booked  up  for  the  spring. 
Mr.  Sanclison  has"  acquired  all  the  available  waters 
round  about,  and  so  hopes  to  be  able  to  meet  an 
increased  demand. 


Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  salmon  experience  of  the 
Tweed  back-end  tallies  with  my  own  of  the  Don. 
What  I  got  myself,  and  saw  others  get,  were  equal 
in  shape,  colour,  and  edible  qualities  to  the  very 
best  .of  summer  fish.  Red  fish  were  conspicuous  by 
their  absence. 


There  will  be  a  grand  show  of  kelts  all  over  the 
North  when  the  season  opens  in  February  and 
March.  There  is  nothing  else  to  look  for  on  the 
Don,  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  such  late  rivers. 

The  Earl  and  Coimtess  of  Aberdeen,  along  with 
Lady  Marjorie  Gordon,'  are  at  Tarland  Lodge  for  a 
rest  after  the  fatigues  of  as  busy  an  autumn  as  they 
have  yet  put  in. 

No  other  couple  in  the  realm  puts  in  the  same 
rovmd  of  public  duties  as  Lord  and  Lady  Aberdeen. 
They  are  here,  there,  and  everywhere,  from  a  sale 
of  work  at  Windsor  to  a  locomotive  social  m 
Aberdeen.    Lady  Marjorie  is  also  ubiquitoiis. 

We  are  into  our  second  snowstorm,  and  the  odds 
are  that  we  are  to  have  six  weeks  of  it.  I  mentioned 
a  taste  of  the  old-fasliioned  winter  a  fortnight  ago, 
and  we  are  getting  it._All  the  better  for  the  late 
spring  waters. 

The  Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries  Company  had  a 
meeting  last  week,  when,  after  declaring  a  dividend 
of  8J  per  cent,  and  disposing  of  £2500  otherwise, 
they  next  attacked  the  proposal  of  the  Tweed  Com- 
missioners to  purchase  the  netting  waters  in  the 
mid-reaches,  so  as  to  improve  the  angling  there. 

The  chairman  (Mr.  W.  Young)  cited  the  Dee  as 
an  example,  stating  quite  correctly  that  the  value  of 
the  angling  rights  had  increased  tenfold  since  the 
nets  were  bought  up,  but  that  the  increase  of  the 
netters  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  only  fractional, 
and  could  be  accounted  for  otherwise. 


O  ye  netters,  what  delusions  you  adopt  and  cling 
to  !  There  is  no  gettmg  you  away  from  them. 
But  Mr.  Young  is  out  of  it  altogether  with  regard 
to  the  Dee.  Not  only  have  the  angling  rentals 
advanced,  but  new  rentals  have  been  actually 
created  for  summer  and  autumn  fishings,  which  were 
not  worth  a  penny-piece  before. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  is  composed  of  as 
smart  a  set  as  the  Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries 
Companv  at  any  rate.  They  know  the  right  side 
of  a  shilling  just  as  well  as  their  comperes  on  the 
Border  river.  Ex-Lord  Provost  aiearns  sits  in  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board.  They  o-mi  the  salmon- 
nettings  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  and  for  the  past 
twenty  years  they  have  contributed  sixty  guineas 
voluntarUy  to  the"  Dee  Fishery  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation to  help  to  buy  up  the  nets.  Would  thej 
do  this  for  the  pure  unadulterated  love  they  bear 
the  angler  ?    I  know  better. 


The  whisky-man  has  at  last  found  relief  !  Dr. 
J.  A.  Hvmter,  Edinburgh,  is  carrying  out  most  suc- 
cessfully experiments  in  the  disposal  of  distillery 
sewage.  A  svstem  of  chemical  and  bacteriological 
treatment  has  been  developed,  giving  results  which 
obviate  all  danger  in  the  way  of  contamination. 

The  growth  of  fungus  in  the  bed  of  the  streams, 
and  even  in  the  main  river  itself,  was  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  elements  to  contend  with,  and  this  Dr 
Hunter  has  by  liis  chemical  treatment  prevented 
A  company  is  being  formed  to  take  up  the  system. 

The  formation  of  the  Scottish  Fishery  Trust  by 
Mr.  Van  Laun,  the  representative  of  the  American 
firm  who  are  to  float  the  business,  has  advanced 
a  step  during  the  past  week.  The  conditions,  as 
far  as  the  Americans  are  concerned,  have  been  duly 
advertised.  Thus  far  it  is  a  one-sided  love  affair, 
and  likely  to  remain  so  as  far  as  the  Aberdeen 
trawler  is  concerned.  There  is  little  sign  of  his 
jumping  just  yet.  Special  Scotch. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
22,619.    J.  W.  Frayar,  Bank  Buildings,  George- 
street,  Sheffield.    Improvements  in  con- 
nection with  lifting  tackle. 


TROUT  AND  COARSE  FISH  LICENCES. 

A  CONFERENCE  was  held  on  Nov.  23  at  the  Station 
Hotel  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  various  angling  associations  in 
the  district  to  discuss  the  questions  of  the  suggested 
trout  and  coarse  fish  licences  and  the  abrogation 
of  the  resolution  exempting  the  Ouse,  between 
Linton  and  Nab  urn,  from  the  operation  of  the 
Freshwater  Fishery  Act,  1878.  Mr.  W.  H. 
St.  Quintin,  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Board,  Lord  Harewood,  presided,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Board  present  were  :  Captain  Key, 
ilr.  A.  R.  Empson,  Mr.  G.  H.  Anderton,  Lieut. -Col. 
R.  F.  Meysey-Thompson,  Admiral  Walker,  :Mr.  A.  F. 
Burton,  Mr.  Andrew  Lawson,  and  Captain  Dunning- 
ton-Jefferson. 

Jklr.  C.  E.  Fryer,  an  inspector  from  the  Fishery 
Department,  was  also  in  attendance. 

The  following  associations  were  represented  : 
York  and  District  Amalgamation,  York  Angling 
Association,  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation  Asso- 
ciation, Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Association, 
Byeburn  Angling  Club,  Halifax,  Bedale  Beck  Angling 
Club,  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society,  the 
"  Walter  Scott  "  Society,  Beverley. 

The  Chairman,  addressing  the  Board  and  depu- 
tation, said  the  great  question  they  had  to  consider 
was  the  possible  assumption  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  con- 
nected with  freshwater  fish  other  than  the  trout, 
— namely,  scale  or  coarse  fish.  The  question  de- 
pended upon  the  matter  of  finance,  and  if  the  Board 
assumed  responsibihty  that  would  probably  entail 
expense,  and  they  must  consider  and  hear  from 
them  facts  which  "would  readily  help  them  to  come 
to  a  conclusion  as  to  whether  they  were  right  in 
undertaking  more  than  they  had  to  do  at  present. 
They  would  like  to  know  from  the  representatives 
what  the  anglers  expected  in  return  for  the  tax 
which  they  would  have  to  pay.  He  imagined 
watching  the  fisheries  would  be  one  of  the  duties,  but 
he  would  like  to  know  more  particularly  what  would 
be  required  in  addition. 

Jlr.  Fryer,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Chairman's 
remarks,  rose  and  suggested  that  it  would  be  as  well 
if  the  Press  were  to  retire  and  the  matter  discussed 
in  private.  Nothing,  he  said,  would  be  binding, 
and,  as  he  could  not  pledge  his  Board  without  first 
repor  ing  to  them,  it  would  promote  the  discussion 
of  details  if  the  matter  were  discussed  in  committee. 

Captain  Key  said  the  matter  was  of  importance 
to  the  whole  county,  and  to  some  tens  of  thousands 
of  coarse  fish  anglers,  and  he  thought  the  matter 
should  be  discussed  in  public. 

Eventually,  however,  the  Press  were  requested 
to  withdraw,  and  on  the  conclusion  of  the  proceed- 
ings, from  the  communication  which  was  made  to 
the  reporters,  it  could  be  gathered  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  various  clubs  expressed  generally 
their  objection  to  a  tax  being  imposed  upon  the 
working  men  without  any  corresponding  benefit  in 
regard  to  protection  of  coarse  fish.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  there  was  no  clear  authority  to  impose  a 
duty  on  anglers  fishing  for  coarse  fish,  at  any  rate 
in  waters  in  which  trout  did  not  exist.  The  statu- 
tory power  did  not  go  far  enough.  It  appeared  that 
many  anglers  did  take  out  trout  licences  in  order  to 
protect  themselves  against  possible  prosecution 
but  they  were  not  satisfied  that  the  conservators  gave 
them  sufficient,  or  any,  return  for  the  revenue 
derived  from  this  source.  Some  feeling  was  ex 
pressed  that  it  was  undesirable  to  tax  anglers  at  all, 
but  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  speakers  appeared 
to  be  that  they  would  not  object  to  a  moderate  rate 
of  tax  if  they  were  assured  of  protection  against 
certain  practices  which  they  held  to  be  injurious 
to  the  fisheries  of  coarse  fish.  Another  feeling  of 
the  deputation  that  was  also  freely  expressed  was 
that  if  any  duty  was  imposed  upon  coarse  fish 
anglers  there  should  be  no  obHgation  on  the  part  of 
the  Conservators  to  spend  the  proceeds  of  that  duty 
on  the  protection  of  coarse  fish.  It  was  further 
pointed  out  with  regard  to  this  that  there  was  very 
great  difficulty  in  the  matter,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  say  exactly  in  what  direction  the  Conservators 
should  apply  the  funds  derived  from  such  licences. 

With  reference  to  the  desire  that  the  close  time 
for  coarse  fish  should  be  restored  in  that  part  of  the 
Ouse  between  Linton  and  Naburn  which  was 
exempt  from  operation  of  the  close  season  under 
the  >Iundella  Act,  there  seemed  to  be  a  unanimous 
feeling  that  something  should  be  done,  and  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  to  the  effect  that  tlie  deputation 
should  communicate  with  the  members  of  their 
clubs  and  submit  to  the  secretary  of  the  Fishery 
Board  their  views  ;  and  also  that  in  the  present 
state  of  the  law  great  doubt  existed  as  to  the 
extent  to  which  persons  fishing  for  coarse  fish  were 
legally  Uable  to  a  licence  duty  ;  that  the  anglers 
for  coarse  fish  should  voluntarily  take  out  trout 
licences  which  would  cover  the  right  to  take  any 
kind  of  fish  other  than  salmon,  and  by  so  doing 


remove  all  doubt  as  to  their  legal  position  when 
actually  angling  or  on  the  river  bank  ;  and  that  in 
return  for  the  revenues  which  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators would  derive  they  should  consider  the 
question  of  meeting  the  views  of  the  coarse  fish 
anglers  in  the  matter  of  protection  for  such  fishing, 
and  also  increasing  the  supply  of  fish. 

Captain  Key  was  of  opinion  that  a  voluntary 
tax  would  never  be  made  to  work,  and  he  there- 
fore did  not  support  the  resolution,  though  he  hoped 
something  would  come  out  of  it. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Fryer  for  hw 
attendance,  and  also  to  the  chairman,  who,  in  reply, 
said  while  not  being  able  to  commit  the  Board  to 
anything  definite,  he  could  promise  that  the  matter 
should  have  the  deepest  consideration. 

After  the  deputation  had  withdrawTi,  the  Board  of 
Conservators  also  considered  the  question  of  the 
River  Hull,  and  the  matter  will  be  brought  before 
another  meeting  of  the  Board.  —  Yorkshire  Herald. 


ESK  (YORKSHIRE)  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 

A  STATUTORY  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conserva- 
tors of  the  Esk  (Yorkshire)  Fishery  district  was  held 
at  Whitby  on  Nov.  28,  Col.  J.  W.  Richardson  pre- 
siding over  a  fair  attendance  of  members.  Mr.  W. 
Brown,  the  clerk,  submitted  a  comparative  state- 
ment for  the  past  five  years,  and  this  showed  that 
during  the  year  of  1903  the  number  of  salmon  net 
licences  at  sea  totalled  forty-four,  as  against  forty- 
five  last  year,  forty-six  in  1901,  forty  in  1900,  and 
thirty-nine  in  1899.  The  revenue  had  been  £111, 
as  against  £114  last  year,  and  the  aggregate  catch 
had  amounted  to  5939,  the  fish  ha\'ing  an  average 
weight  of  5' 17 71b.  Two  salmon  net  licences  in  the 
river  had  been  issued,  and  the  revenue  derived 
from  them  amounted  to  £4,  which  was  the  same 
amount  reahsed  last  year,  and  £2  short  of  the  two 
preceding  years.  The  fish  caught  numbered  59,  as 
against  106  last  year,  164  the  previous  year,  and 
136  in  1900:  The  average  weight  this  year  per 
fish  was  4-2371b.,  as  against  3-3821b.  last  j'ear, 
4-2381b.  in  1901,  and  4-751b.  in  1900.  With  respect 
to  salmon  rod  licences  107  had  been  issued,  and  the 
revenue  derived  had  been  £53  10s. ;  258  fish  had 
been  landed,  and  averaged  a  weight  of  7 "7 191b. 
The  trout  rod  licences  were  590,  and  the  revenue 
derived  from  that  source  was  £44  5s.,  which  was  a 
very  good  average.  The  total  revenue  for  1903 
was  £212  15s.  The  total  weight  of  fish  caught  by 
net  at  sea  was  13  tons  14cwt.  2qr.  21b.,  wMch 
realised  a  value  of  £1488  7s.  9d.  The  average  per 
boat  was  £33  16s.  6|d.,  which  was  about  £9  per 
boat  less  than  last  year.  The  average  price  reaUsed 
had  been  ll-618d.  per  lb.  The  heaviest  fish  caught 
by  rod  was  18ilb.  and  by  net  26ilb.  The  average 
amount  of  licence  duty  paid  per  fish  caught  was — 
net  at  sea,  4'487d.  ;  net  in  river.  Is.  4-27 Id.  ;  and 
for  rod,  4s.  l-768d.  The  report  was  approved  of 
and  adopted.     .  ,  J.  Jackson.  _ 

\Miitby.  


KESWICK  ANGLERS. 


The  annual  social  gathering  of  Keswick  anglers 
was  held  in  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  Nov.  20,  and  was 
a  very  jolly  affair. 

At  nine  o'clock  ilr.  J.  Lowther  took  the  chair,  and 
was  supported  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Beadle  in  the  vice- 
chair  and  members  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Beadle,  in  replying  to  the  toast  of  the 
"  Keswick  Angling  Association,"  said  it  was  four  or 
five  years  ago  since  he  and  ^Mr.  Harrison  Dixon  had 
a  serious  talk  about  the  scarcity  of  fish  and  their 
smallness  in  size.  Poaching  and  netting  several 
times  in  summer  and  poisoning  by  mines'  waste 
were  probable  causes.  A  public  meeting  was  called 
and  pubUc  subscriptions  were  asked  for.  The  river 
in  Borrowdale  and  between  the  two  lakes  was 
staked  to  prevent  netting,  and  the  fishing  improved. 
A  new  movement  was  started  by  Mr.  Tyndal 
Harris,  and  called  the  Derwent  Water  Restocking 
Association,  wliich  is,  now  amalgamated  with  our 
association.  The  town  of  Keswick  had  not  yet  been 
canvassed,  but  a  sum  of  £500  has  already  been 
raised.  A  hatchery  was  now  raising  yearly  8000 
fish  to  the  fry  stage  about  lin.  long,  when  they 
have  to  be  turned  into  the  small  becks.  It  was 
hoped  that  a  pond  would  soon  be  made  so  as  to  keep 
the  fry  till  they  were  yearlings  about  4in.  long, 
and  to  hatch  10,000  ova  annually.  Plans  were 
already  prepared  for  a  pond  to  hold  20,000,  but  the 
work  was  hindered  througli  lack  of  funds.  They 
would  do  their  utmost  to  make  the  fishing  better, 
and  he  hoped  for  success.  A  short  time  ago  he 
sent  an  order  to  the  Solway  for  10,000  yearling  fish, 
which  would  be  turned  into  Derwent  Water. 

[Very  glad  to  see  the  Keswick  anglers  are  waking 
up  to  the  angling  possibihties  of  their  lovely  dis- 
trict— they  ought  to  be  happy  ! — Ed.] 
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SALMON  NETTING  AND  ANGLING 
INTERESTS  INJTHE  TWEED. 

The  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Berwick 
J5almon  Fisheries  Company  the  other  day  was  of  a 
more  than  usually  interesting  nature,  inasmuch  as 
a  tree  expression  of  opinion  was  given  regardincr 
the  proposals  of  the  Tweed  Commissioners  to  buy 
up  the  netting  rights  in  the  middle  district.  When 
the  matter  was  before  the  latter  body,  in  comment- 
ing upon  them,  we  expressed  the  opinion  that  they 
were  entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  sporting  portion 
ot  the  river,  and  that  the  commercial  side  had  been 
Ignored  altogether.     Our  contention  was  amply 
borne  out  at  Tuesday's  meeting.     Though  riot 
expressing  himself  adverse  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Tweed  Commissioners,  Mr.  Young,  chairman  of  the 
Fisheries  Company  Directors,  showed  very  clearly 
by  rehable  statistics   that   the  carrying  out  of 
any    such    proposal  would    clearly    benefit  the 
sporting  portion  of  the  river  only.    The  figures 
he  quoted  were  interesting  and  valuable.  Through 
a  similar  policy  being  adopted  on  the  Dee  to  that 
proposed  for  the  Tweed,  the  upper  or  angling  waters 
on  the  first  named  river  in  thirty  years  increased  in 
value  from  £1254  to  £10,939.    From  a  sporting  point 
of  viewthe  experiment  has  been  eminently  successful, 
but  the  commercial  side  of  the  picture  does  not  show 
so   brightly,   the   increased   value  there  in  the 
same  period  only  amounting  to  £2000  ;  and  then  it 
wa3  not  because  there  had  been  any  increase  in  the 
catch  of  fish.    The  enhanced  value  came  through 
the  better  facilities  for  getting  the  fish  into  market, 
and  thus  obtaining  higher  prices.     On  the  Dee 
while  It  has  been  clearly  proved  that  the  experiment 
has  been  beneficial  to  angling,  it  has  also  been  most 
effectively  brought  out  that  it  has  done  no  good 
whatever  for  netting.  Yet  the  Tweed  Commissioners, 
in  putting  forward  their  proposals,  claimed  that 
the  netting  stations  would  benefit  equally  with 
tlie  upper  proprietors.    We  fail  to  see  it,  and  the 
more  we  consider  it  the  more  improbable  does  the 
theory  become.    What  we  can  clearly  see  is,  that  if 
any  such  scheme  were  adopted  on  the  Tweed,  it 
would  be  the  means  of  practically  shutting  up  one 
or  two  villages  on  the  river  banks,  and  throwing  a 
great  many  men  and  youths  out  of  employment 
But  the  most  absurd  thing  about  these  proposals  is 
that  the  proprietors  of  the  net  fishings  are  to  be 
asked  to  pay  one-third  of  the  cost  of  a  scheme  from 
which  they  are  to  receive  no  benefit,  but  which,  on 
the  other  hand,  may  possibly  do  very  great  injury 
to  their  interests.    The  remarks  of  Mr.  Johnston, 
of  Montrose,  a  gentleman  who  can  speak  with  some 
authority  on  the  subject,  were  most  pertinent.  He 
disagrees  entirely  with  the  proposals,  and  endorses 
our  remarks  made  some  time  ago,  that  with  them 
in  operation  salmon  disease  would  be  even  more 
rampant  than  it  has  been.    It  would  be  a  much 
wiser  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Tweed  Commissioners 
to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  by 
adopting  different  means  to  those  at  present  in  vogue 
for  disposing  of  the  fish  which  are  found  attacked 
with  It.    In  relation  to  the  acquiring  of  the  netting 
waters,  the  idea  of  the  Dee  upper  proprietors  is 
the  more  sensible  one — they  expected  to  reap  the 
benefit  which  they  have  done,  and  they  started 
from  the  first  to  pay  for  it.    A  different  state  of 
matters  prevails  here.    The  upper  proprietors  expect 
to  benefit,  but  they  ask  the  netting  owners,  who  will 
probably  be  losers  in  the  game,  to  bear  a  large 
share  of  the  cost.  Of  course,  if  the  upper  proprietors 
could  secure  such  a  bargain  they  would  have  been 
perfectly  justified  in  doing  it.    But  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  Company  are  alive  to  their  own  interests, 
and  will  do  their  utmost  to  prevent  any  such  absurd 
proposal,  should  there  be  any  chance  of  its  being 
included   in  legislation,  and   in  any  action  they 
take  the  other  proprietors  of  netting  waters,  if 
they  are  alive  to  their  own  protection,  will  put 
forward  every  effort  to  assist.    We  quite  agree  with 
the   opinion   of    the    meeting    that    the  netting 
proprietors  should  not  contribute  anything  towards 
the  cost  of  buying  out  the  nets  'in  the  middle 
di  itrict.    It  is  only  reasonable  and  logical  that  the 
upper  proprietors  who  desire  this  for  their  own 
interests  and  sport  should  pay  for  it  out  of  their 
own  pockets.    Another,  matter  which  cropped  up 
at  the  meeting  wa.s  the  length  of  time  the  upper 
proprietors  aie  allowed  to  fish.    If  it  is  true  that 
salmon  are  on  the  spawning-beds  in  October,  is  it 
we  would  ask,  in  the  interests  of  the  river,  or  of 
sport,  for  that  matter,  for  anglers  to  continue  to 
kill  fish  in  the  upper  reaches  until  the  end  of 
November  ?    Surely  that  legal  formula  of  which  we 
hear  so  much  immediately  after  Sept.  14  each  year 
down  near  the  sea-coaet,  "  foul  or  unclean,"  could 
be  used  much  more  appropriately  for  fish  caught  in 
the  angling  portions  of  the  river  at  the  present 
time.    Instead  of  in  any  way  curtailing  the  netting 
season  for  salmon,  the  interests  of  the  river  would  be 
best  studied  by  a  month  being  taken  off  the  angling 
period.— From  the  Berwick  Advertiser  of  Nov,  27, 
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Xettets  to  tbe  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

AUTUMN  SALMON  FISHING  ON  TWEED. 

Dear  Sir,-— The  closing  day  of  the  1  weed  fishing 
seems  an  appropriate  one  for  a  few  more  remarks 
on  so  interesting  a  subject.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  Mr.  Perkins,  of  Carham,  holds  the  record 
with  his  twenty  salmon  killed  on  Nov.  20  and 
twenty-one  on  Nov.  21— a  curious  and  pleasing 
coincidence— or  whether  Floors  Castle  lo  wer  water 
has  produced  even  more  magnificent  totals. 

Referring  to  your  remarks  on  Sir  Herbert  Ma 
well's  valuable  letter,  vou  may  be  assured  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  the  gaffing  of  any  "  dingy 
baggit  "  or  other  unseasonable  fish  by  any  Tweed 
angler,  for  the  simple  reason  that  no  gaff  may  be 
used  or  even  carried,  the  big  landinir-net  being  the 
recognised  implement.  I  believe "  that  on  the 
Coquet  after  Oct.  1  even  a  landing-net  is  not 
allowed. 

Looking  back  through  the  weekly  records  of 
mighty  slauehters,  it  strikes  me  that  it  would  be 
very  interesting  indeed  if  the  correspondents  who 
furnished  them  could  obtain  from  the  fortunate 
captors  any  record  or  statistics  of  the  flies  which 
proved  most  kilHng.  Down  near  the  mouth  I  think 
I  may  say  that  Gordon,  Silver  Wilkinson,  and  good 
old  Jock  Scott  were  among  the  best  killers. 

Anglers  of  modest  means  are  reminded*  with  a 
view  to  next  season,  that  salmon  fishing  on  the 
Tweed  is  quite  free  at  Innerleithen,  Cardr'ona,  and 
Peebles,  and  that  no  hoence  is  required  in  Scotland. 
Of  course  such  free  waters  are  hard  fished  by  keeri 
locals  and  others,  but  fair  sport  is  obtained  when 
abundant  waters  have  sent  fish  quickly  to  these 
higher  reaches.  The  excellent  trouting  afforded  by 
this  grand  river  is  well  known 


As  to  the  usefulness  of  artificial  propagation  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  where  over-netting  prevails 
all  the  artificial  propagation  in  the  world  will  not 
put  matters  right,  but  where  the  nets  can  be  regu- 
lated and  controllad,  as  on  the  Dee  and  Tay,  then 
artificial  helps  may  be  added  by  the  round  dozen  if 
the  fish  are  so  handled  that  there  is  little  or  no  loss 
in  the  process.  The  netter  is  always  pointing  to 
the  great  results  of  the  hatchery.  It  is  the  fond 
delusion  to  which  he  tenaciously  clings  and  willingly 
subscribes  if  neca^sary  after  his  "  killing  of  the 


herself.  By  all  means  let  artificial  propa- 
gation flourish  as  managed  by  Mr.  McNicol  and  his 
like,  but  that  this  is  not  always  so  is  well  enough 
known  both  outside  and  inside  official  circles. — 
Yours  truly,  q. 

["G.  M."  says  he  has  written  in  full  to  Mr. 
McNicol.  I  can  undei'stand  his  wishing  not  to  give 
names  publicly. — Ed.] 


While  in  the  north  I  heard  of  good  sport  being 
had  toward  the  end  of  the  season  on  the  Burgh    ^  . 

Water  of  the  Don  at  Kintore,  where  visitors  inav    +i,„+  u  c     '  r 

fish  a  long  stretch  of  fine  water  for  the  nom^Tnal     T^tLTd  ^itl™' heumatiz 
charge  of  eighteenpence  a  day.    The  Don  season  '  ''"PP'^'^  ""'^^^  rheumatiz 
closes  on  Oct.  31.    I  understand  that  nt  Kintore 
unlike  the  "  fly-only  "  rule  of  the  Tweed,  "  any 
legal  lure  "  may  be  used,  and  natural  minnow  and 
gudgeon  on  appropriate  spinning  tackle  often  prove 
kilhng,  while  worm  in  coloured  and  prawn  in  low  or 
clear  waters  could  also  be  tried. — Yours  truly 
Calais,  Nov.  30,  1903.         Chas.  A.  Payton, 

THE  STRIPPING  OF  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir, — It  was  you  who  headed  my  article 
Hundreds  of  Splendid  Salmon  Destroyed  on 
Scottish  Waters  to  get  their  Eggs."  Certainly  I 
said  so  somewhere  in  the  text,  but  only  in  reference 
to  where  a  bad  system  of  collecting  prevailed. 
Although  I  do  not  want  to  cavil  at  the  more  alarming 
title,  yet  anyone  reading  my  paper  can  see  at  a 
glance  that  this  is  not  applicable  to  all  and  sundry 
who  are  engaged  in  the  artificial  collection  of  ova 
for  stocking  or  commercial  purposes,  but  that  where 
it  did  exist  the  game  was  not  worth  the  candle. 

I  am  not  to  be  drawn  into  any  wholesale  con- 
demnation of  the  practice,  where  good  results  can 
be  obtained,  and  the  inference  drawn  by  Mr 
McNicol  that  I  am  trying  "  to  make  out  a  very  bad 
case  against  artificial  stripping  of  salmon  for  ova  " 
is  scarcely  correct.  My  concluding  sentence  makes 
my  position  quite  plain — "  It  would  be  a  good 
thing  were  the  Central  Board  to  take  over  all  these 
collecting  operations  (that  is,  their  supervision)  and 
only  grant  a  licence  to  strip  salmon  or  trout  to 
those  who  are  fully  qualified  to  do  so." 

The  whole  tenor  of  my  paper  was,  and  is,  that  a 
good  and  a  bad  method  of  stripping  salmon  pre- 
vailed on  our  northern  rivers,  and  that  where  the 
bad  prevailed  the  game  was  not  worth  the  candle. 
Mr.  McNicol  tries  to  draw  me  by  saying  that  "  if 
what  I  state  be  true  upon  any  river  I  cannot  do  a 
better  turn  to  all  concerned  than  to  name  the  place  and 
those  in  charge  of  the  operations."  Well,  if  actually 
put  to  it,  I  can  give  chapter  and  verse  as  to  what  I 
said,  but  in  the  meantime  I  am  a  journalist,  not  a 
private  detective,  and  I  know  better  that  it  would 
serve  no  good  turn  to  the  parties  immediately  con- 
cerned, but  lead  to  their  lasting  injury  and  hurt  to 
publish  the  details  with  names  of  places  and  dates 
which  have  been  in  a  great  measm-e  privately  or 
semi  -  privately  collected  by  me.  The  subject 
matter  can  in  all  conscience  be  discussed  without 
getting  into  hot  water  with  one's  private  friends, 
officials  and  others,  who  have  no  hungering  after 
being  pilloried  in  the  Press.  To  mention  the  name 
f  an  individual  district  is  tantamoimt  to  chargintJ 
the  inspector  and  his  assistants  of  that  district 
with  inefficiency  and  gross  carelessness  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Enough  that  I  ventilate  the 
matter.  Let  those  whose  business  it  is  follow  it  up. 


THE  KINKING  NUISANCE  AND  OTHER 
THINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  last  week's  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  Mr.  Grimble  remarks  :  "  By  the  way  '  X.  S.  R.' 
talks  of  casting  40yds.  from  a  Malloch  reel,"  etc. 
He  is  quite  correct.  I  merely  talked  of  it.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  was  using  figures  to  illustrate  an 
idea,  and  just  put  down  40  as  fast  occurring  to  me, 
the  same  as  I  might  have  employed  50  or  100,  20  or 
10,  without  affecting  the  general  principle.  I 
assumed  it  precisely  as  I  assumed  6in.  as  the  length 
of  one  lap  of  line  around  the  reel  barrel. 

Latterly  my  lines  have  not  fallen  in  such  pleasant 
places  as  those  of  Mr.  Grimble.  It  is  many  years 
since  I  killed  a  salmon,  and  never  with  anything 
but  fly  ;  but  I  have  done  a  lot  of  spinning  for 
mahseer  and  the  humble  pike,  and  the  heavier 
weights  and  baits  used  for  these  fish  probably  in- 
fluenced me  when  I  spoke  of  a  40yds.  cast. 

It  is  four  years  since  I  used  a  "  Malloch,"  but  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  I  knocked  a  very  big  hole 
in  that  40yds.  One  thing  I  will  assert  and  stand  to, 
before  I  was  so  confoundedly 
—when  in  the  habit  of 
spinning  in  Thames  style,  I  used  40yds.  of  dressed 
silk  line  spliced  to  a  backing  of  hemp,  and  I  did  not 
consider  it  much  of  a  cast  unless  the  splice  went 
whistling  up  the  rings.  I  often  regret  not  trying 
what  I  covild  accomplish  in  the  casting  line,  but 
that  regret  must  be  buried,  alas  !  with  a  respectably- 
sized  graveful  of  its  very  near  relatives. 

As  regards  line,  I  use  either  a  dressed  or  well- 
fatted  undressed  plaited  silk,  not  too  heavy.  I 
enclose  a  piece  of  the  size  I  employ  for  pike.    It  is 
quite  stout  enough  for  any  rod  possessing  a  reason- 
able amount  of  give-and-take,  but  I  would  not 
answer  for  the  consequences  if  used  on  one  of  the  , 
unrelenting  clothes-prop   variety.    By   the  way,- 
what  a  pity  it  is  the  manufacturers  do  not  conform  * 
to   one   universal   standard   or   gauge.    Might  I 
suggest  that  they  specify  the  number  of  yards  going 
to  the  ounce  of  raw  material.    That  ought  to  be 
tolerably  easy,  and  would  give  us  an  idea  as  to  the 
strength.    I  trust  that  Mr.  Grimble  will  accept  this 
explanation  in  the  spirit  it  is  given. 

I  usually  make  the  leads  I  employ  in  spinning. 
I  take  a  piece  of  sheet-lead  and  cut  it  the  shape  of  a 
truncated  cone  ;  this  I  score  rather  deeply  down 
the  centre,  and  bend,  scored  side  out,  and  pinch  on 
trace  with  the  broader  end  towards  bait.  It  effec- 
tually keeps  the  line  from  twisting  when  in  the 
water.  This  year  I  have  indulged  more  in  spinning 
for  sea-trout  and  bass  than  any  other  style.  I  have 
used  three  rods,  all  fitted  with  snake-rings  and  three 
different  lines.  The  lines  may  have  twisted,  but 
certainly  not  to  any  appreciable  extent,  and 
equally  certainly  have  not  kinked.  The  secret  of  it, 
to  my  way  of  thinking,  is  this  :  Mr.  Grimble  advises 
us  to  use  plenty  of  well-oiled  swivels  on  our  traces. 
Quite  so  ;  but  always  have  one — or,  better  still, 
two — above  your  lead.  In  its  passage  over  the  edge 
of  the  end  ring  the  twists  are  taken  out  of  the  line 
on  wmding  up.  If  there  are  no  swivels  above  the 
lead,  this  action  cannot  take  place  owing  to  the  un- 
relenting character  of  the  latter,  and  the  line  is 
wound  on  the  reel-barrel  in  a  twisted  condition, 
there  to  accumulate. 

Speaking  of  rings,  Mr.  Bannatyne  in  his  letter 
says,  "  the  fewer  the  rings  the  smaller  is  the  amount 
of  friction."  With  that  I  scarcely  agree.  The 
fewer  the  rings,  the  greater  the  distance  between 
them,  and  the  greater  the  distance  the  more  the  line 
will  sag  or  belly  ;  therefore  the  more  acute  the 
angle  formed  by  the  line  at  each  ring,  and  conse- 
quent increase  in  the  amount  of  friction.  The 
greater  the  number  of  rings — in  reason — the  less 
the  divergence  of  the  line  from  the  straight,  there- 
fore less  friction. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  with  Mr.  Bannatyne  that 
spirit  would  be  a  more  suitable  solvent  than  tur- 
pentine in  making  "  Glanrhos  "  liquid  wax.  Accord- 
ing to  my  experiments  with  silk  lines,  which  you 
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were  good  enough  to  publish  two  or  three  months 
back,  the  latter  agent  topped  the  score  as  a  "  rotter." 
—Yours  truly,  X.  S.  R. 


ROACH  AND  ROACH  FISHING. 

Deab  Sib, — I  thought  that  the  following  would 
have  been  sufficiently  explicit  for  any  intelligent 
reader — "over  141b.  of  roach  .  .  .  when  it 
was  freezing  hard,  the  edges  of  the  water  being 
covered  with  ice,  and  the  ground  like  adamant." 
The  other  two  examples  of  roach  feeding  well  under 
apparently  quite  different  conditions  were  instanced 
to  show  that  these  fish  feed  when  they  like,  and  not 
when  yoiu-  correspondent  thinks  they  ought.  After 
a  deal  of  quibbling  "  F.  M."  wriggles  out  of  the 
argument  in  anything  but  a  satisfactory  manner. 
He  attempts  to  make  the  conditions  obtaining  fit 
his  theory  instead  of  reasoning  conversely.  It  was 
your  correspondent  who  first  mentioned  the  capture 
of  splendid  trout,  chub,  bream,  etc.,  in  connection 
with  roach  fishing.  He  says  experts — and  seeing 
that  he  poses  as  one  of  the  latter,  I  suppose  he  will 
abide  by  the  directions  he  gives — use  hair,  but 
novices  are  advised  to  fix  up  with  fine  gut.  This  is 
exactly  what  I  took  exception  to — the  catching  of 
splendid  chub,  trout,  etc.,  with  a  stiff  pole,  a  tight 
or  fixed  line,  and  hair.  I  should  be  only  too  de- 
lighted to  purchase  a  quantity  of  the  hair  that  will 
stand  the  initial  rush  of  a  2|lb.  chub,  which,  as 
every  novice  knows,  pulls  as  hard  as  a  trout  of  the 
same  weight — or  the  vicious  and  sustained  darts  of 
a  21b.  trout  under  these  conditions.  The  capture 
of  a  chub  approaching  61b.  in  weight  is  not  nearly 
so  rare  as  your  correspondent  avers.  I  saw  one 
taken  last  season  weighing  over  51b.,  whilst  I 
believe  Mr.  Armitage,  jun.,  fishing  in  the  Rye  a  few 
months  ago,  took  another  also  over  51b.  on  single 
hair,  but,  Mr.  Editor,  with  a  running  line. 

"  F.  M."  says,  in  effect,  "  I  shall  not  adopt  such 
a  style,  as  it  would  not  be  roach  fishing."  How 
long,  I  should  like  to  know,  has  "  F.  M."  received 
his  diploma  authorising  him  to  act  as  sole  judge  as 
to  what  should  constitute  roach  fishing  ?  Now 
then,  ye  Yorkshire  anglers,  who  use  long  rods  and 
light  tackle,  although  you  may  be  fishing  with  lines 
as  fine  as  gossamer  and  filling  your  panniers  with 
specimen  fish,  you  are  not  roach-fishing,  because 
"  F.  M."  says  so,  and  besides  you  are  not  fishing 
with  a  clothes-prop  and  cart  rope  ! 

I  tender  my  most  humble  apologies  to  Bickerdyke 
(the  only  authority  I  quoted,  and  for  whom  I  have 
the  greatest  respect)  for  having  unwittingly 
"  treated  him  like  dirt."  I  had  overlooked  the 
fact,  till  on  retrospecting  I  find  I  coupled  his  name 
with  that  of  your  correspondent. 

When  "  F.  M."  speaks  of  having  seen  hundreds 
of  Yorkshire  anglers  "  fishing  "  swims  12yds.  out 
(without  a  leger  weight)  he  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
drawing  from  the  reserve  fund  of  a  very  vivid 
imagination.  It  is  just  because  they  cannot  do 
this  properly  that  Messrs.  Walbran,  Ltd.,  J.  E. 
Miller,  and  Walter  Shaw— good  makers  all — have 
latterly  experienced  a  demand  for  long  rods  far  in 
excess  of  their  supply.  Seeing  that  he  has  had  such 
a  large  experience  with  Yorkshire  anglers  and  their 
methods,  I  should  like  "  F.  M."  to  explain  to  your 
readers  how  with  a  rod  of  10ft.  6in.  he  will  fish  a 
swim  18ft.  deep  8yds.  (not  12yds.)  from  the  bank, 
with  a  willow  projecting  over  the  water  at  the  top 
of  the  said  swim  and  a  thorn  bush  at  the  lower  end. 

"  F.  M."  commits  the  egregious  blunder  of  laying 
down  as  a  dictum  a  mode  of  angling  suitable  only 
for  certain  Umited  localities,  applying  it  generally, 
and  terming  it  "  Roach  and  Roach  Fishing,"  whilst 
away  from  the  particular  streams  which  lend  them- 
selves to  this  particular  style,  it  could  only  in 
isolated  cases  be  practised  with  anything  approach- 
ing success. 

In  spite  of  all  "  F.  M."  has  written,  I  do  not 
suppose  that  a  single  Yorkshire  angler  will  be  con- 
verted to  his  fossilised  notions.  I  would  remind 
your  correspondent,  too,  that  his  desire  does  not 
necessarily  constitute  the  ability  to  be  an  authority 
even  on  his  own  pet  style,  and  that  vituperative 
abuse  is  not  synonymous  with  logical  argument — a 
conclusion  your  readers  undoubtedly  arrived  at 
after  the  perusal  of  his  effusion  of  last  week. — Yours 
truly,  J.  H.  R.  B. 


_  Deab  Sie, — Your  readers  must  be  getting  heart!'-' 
sick  of  this  subject,  and  I  regret  that  I  am  again 
compelled  to  refer  to  the  frost  episode.  I  find  to 
my  Fjrprise  that  this  is  what  I  am  made  to  say  : 
"  I  so  slight  a  frost  .  .  .  simply  ridiculous." 
In  trying  to  make  his  own  case'good,  he  coolly  leaves 
out  the  most  important  part  of  the  sentence,  and 
so  alters  my  meaning  altogether.  These  misstate- 
ments or  misquoting  for  the  purpose  of  misleading, 
deceive  no  one  but  himself.  What  I  said  was 
this :  "  To  say  the  ground  was  as  hard  as  a 
diamond  in  so  slight  a  frost  is  simply  ridiculous." 
It_  might    approach    a    little    nearer    to  the 


consistency  of  this  precious  stone  in  the  northern 
most  part  of  Siberia  with  the  temperature  (iO 
and  even  70  degrees  below  zero,  but  in  York- 
shire, with  roach  biting  apparently  well  in  a 
bitter  wind  following  a  rapid  thaw  !  He  seems 
unfortunate  in  his  citations,  for  he  says  :  "As  the 
veriest  novice  knows  perfectly  well  that  carp, 
barbel,  bream,  etc.,  are  not  winter  feeders,  and 
therefore  are  not  fished- for ;  your  correspondent's 
remarks  concerning  these  fish  are  quite  beside  the 
question."  A  more  absurd  statement  was  never 
made.  Who  said  it  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
qviestion  ?  Certainly  not  I.  I  simply  wanted  to 
prevent  anglers  attempting  to  catch  barbel,  tench, 
bream,  gudgeon,  and  eels  in  weather  so  cold  that, 
as  I  stated  before,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  digest 
their  food.  If  he  knew  what  he  was  talking  about, 
he  would  know  that  if  suitable  weatlier  be  taken 
advantage  of,  carp,  tench,  gudgeon,  bream,  and 
barbel  have  been  and  are  fished  for  and  caught  in 
the  winter,  more  especially  in  tlie  Thames,  by 
anglers  of  all  sorts,  novices  and  otherwise.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Jan.  2,  9,  16,  23,  30, 
Feb.:  6,  13  and  20,  and  Dec.  10  and  24,  1892,  a 
large  number  of  bream  were  caught  in  the  Thames, 
chiefly  at  Richmond,  Twickenham,  Teddington,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  Kingston  ;  in  the  Chichester 
Canal,  Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire),  Lea,  and 
Nene  (Northamptonshire)  ;  at  Twickenham  on 
Feb.  6,  eleven  bream  and  one  carp,  3|lb.  ;  on  Feb. 
13  at  Cook's  Ferry,  jack,  chub,  and' a  handsome 
tench  of  21b.  in  good  condition,  and  amongst  other 
takes  two  bream,  six  bream,  fifteen  bream,  and 
nine  bream.  On  Jan.  16,  1892,  in  the  Chichester 
Canal,  Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire),  and  the 
Medway  your  reporters  say  :  "  Good  sport  among 
the  roach  and  bream  " — "  Roach  and  bream  have 
been  feeding  freely."  Dec.  10,  1892:  "From  the 
lower  reaches  of  Chichester  Canal,  a  carp  of  41b. 
and  several  good  bream;  Golden  Barbel  Angling 
Society — Mr.  Chapman,  five  bream,  101b.  lOoz."  On 
Dec.  24,  1892  :  "J.  Knight,  of  Kingston,  six  bream  . 
S.  Cole,  Twickenham,  three  bream ;  and  John 
Spong,!in  two  days  with  Mr.  Hip  and  Mr.  Battle, 
50Ib.  of  roach  and  daee,  one  jack,  and  twenty  bream, 
the  largest  41b."  And  these  examples  might  be 
multiplied.  I  have  caught  both  bream  and  gudgeon 
in  winter — good  bream.  Ivnowing  that  anglers  try 
to  catch  these  fish  in  winter,  I  advised  them  not 
to  do  so  when  I  considered  it  useless.  I  repeat,  the 
fLsh  mentioned  above  are  not  only  fished  for  but 
caught  in  favourable  circumstances,  even  carp  and 
tench,  whatever  he  may  say  to  the  contrary.  I 
may  be  wrong,  I  hope  I  am  ;  but  with  all  his  study 
of  fish  from  "  first  principles  "  in  as  logical  a  way  as 
possible,  it  appears  to  me  that  he  has  shown  very 
little  logic  in  the  matter. — Yours  truly,       F.  M. 

"ROACH  FISHING  IN  WINTER." 
Deae  Sir, — "Baz"  is  a  stranger  to  me,  and  as  a 
rule  I  have  a  great  objection  to  replying  to  anony- 
mous correspondents.  My  book,  however,  has  been 
quoted  on  the  subject,  on  which  he  has  enlarged, 
by  "Lea  Roach."  "Baz"  says:  "Never  by  any 
chance  be  tempted  to  use  chopped  worms."  What 
he  means  to  convey  by  this  I  am  at  an  utter  loss  to 
know.  All  I  do  know  is  this,  that  I  never  go  out 
winter  fishing  without  taking  with  me  at  least  500 
"lobs,"  which  I  use — chopped  up — for  baiting  pur- 
poses in  the  swims  selected  for  operation  upon.  As 
to  my  catches  of  roach — 201b.,'301b.,  401b.,  and  501b. 
in  a  day — I  will  say  nothing.  My  friends,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Lindley  (now  of  Bom-nemouth),  Mr.  W.  Stansfield,of 
the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society,  and  Mr.  J. 
Taylor,  of  Shardlow,  who  have  often  fished  with 
me,  know  best.  My  river  is,  of  course,  the  Trent. 
What  another  friend,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  also 
of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society,  and 
unquestionably  one  of  the  most  skilled  roach 
anglers  in  England,  could,  if  he  chose,  say  as  to 
"Baz's"  assertion  would,  I  am  sure,  be  surprising 
reading  indeed.  His  catches  on  the  Trent  in 
winter  with  worm — and  he  would  use  six  or  seven 
hundred  "lobs  "  in  a  day  for  baiting  up  his  swims 
— are  known  to  have  been  phenomenal.  I  hope 
Mr.  Wallis  wiil  enhghten  your  readers  on  the 
ludicrous  propositions  made  public  by  "Baz." — 
Yours  faithfully,  Heney  Coxon. 


^"--"R  f^iB, — I  now  see  that  "  Baz's "  remark, 
"Never  by  any  chance  be  tempted  to  use  chopped 
worms,"  applies  only  to  Yorkshire  rivers. 
How  on  earth  was  I  to  know  this  ?  I  am  not 
omniscient.  He  says  :  "  The  experienced  angler 
seeming  to  know  intuitively  the  exact  instant  at 
which  to  drive  home  the  steel."  He  forgets  that 
not  one  angler  in  500  adopts  this  method  in  some 
districts — even  in  Yorkshire — anglers  that  do  not 
fish  in  the  Wharfe,  Swale,  Derwent,  Wye,  or  Severn, 
and  not  one  in  1000  in  London  and  elsewhere  ;  and 
I  simply  wanted  to  know  how  it  was  done  with  a  rod 
22Jft.  in  length  resting  cn  a  forked  stick,  and  as  he 


says,  "  the  butt  held  in  the  hand.''''  I  am  seeking 
information  about  a  method  with  a  rod  quite  out  of 
the  common,  and  should  like  to  know  how  far  the 
bottom  shot  or  weight  is  from  the  hook  when  fishing 
the  swim  he  describes  and  the  float  from  either ; 
how  many  shots  and  how  placed  ;  the  best  float  to 
use  ;  how  to  strike  ;  what  sort  of  reel  to  u.sc  ;  the 
best  way  of  attaching  it  to  the  second  joint,  or  what 
he  considers  the  best  material  to  u.se.  I  mean  when 
the  reel  fittings  are  absent,  as  they  are  more  often 
than  not — that  is,  when  he  has  discarded  his  bottom 
joint  of  4pt.  in  length  and  acquired  the  18ft.  pole 
he  refers  to,  thus  making  up  his  22.Jft.  rod,  so  I 
take  it. 

I  vvith  several  others  would  be  glad  if  he  would 
describe  how  to  fish  the  eddy  he  refers  to,  either 
with  or  without  the  bottom  joint,  but  with  the 
latter  for  preference  ;  how  far  he  sits  back  to  fish 
swims  "  close  in  "  with  such  a  rod.  It  would  be 
greatly  appreciated  by  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  One  word  more.  He  says  :  "  Scalded  bran 
will  not  sink  nearly  as  well  as  when  mixed  with  cold 
water!"  I  have  found  precisely  the  opposite  to  be 
the  case,  and  I  concludeithat  he  lias  done  it  properly 
and  I  have  not,  or  there  is  a  mistake  somewhere. — 
Yours  truly.  Lea  Roach. 

THE  DOUBLE  ARMITAGE  KNOT. 
Deab  Sib, — I  enclose  a  rough  sketch  of  a  knot 
which  (if  new)  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 
I  showed  it  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Edinburgh,  and  it 
was  new  to  them.    It  is  for  attaching  cast  to  eyed 


hook.  It  is  easily  untied.  I  have  used  it  all  this 
season  with  very  satisfactory  results. — Yours  truly, 
Haery  Armitage  (Captain). 
[Captain  Armitage's  knot  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
first-rate  one,  especially  for  salmon  flies  on  eyed 
hooks,  as  the  end  of  the  gut  points  towards  the 
hook.  This  does  not  so  much  matter  with  trout 
flies.  Captain  Armitage's  knot  is  a  double  jam 
knot. — Ed.] 

THE  SAMLETS  AT  TEDDINGTON. 
Deab  Sir, — I  am  sending  with  tliis  a  small  fish 
of  which  (in  my  boat-house)  I  have  caught  four, 
this  being  the  smallest.  Will  you  in  your  next  Lssuo 
kindly  say  whether  they  are  some 'of  the  salmon 
which  were  put  in  the  river  the  early  part  of  this 
year,  and  if  so,  how  is  it  they  have  reiiiained  so  long 
here  ?  I  might  say  that  my  boat-house  is  only 
about  200yds.  from  the  weir,  and  from  the  extra- 
ordinary rush  of  water  I  should  not  have  thousht 
that  they  could  have  remained,  apart  from  their 
instinct  for  going  to  the  sea.  Tliese  fish  appear  to 
fraternise  with  gudgeon,  the  only  fish  caught  with 
them.— Yours  truly,  F.  J.  Tomlinsox, 

Riverdale,  Teddington. 

[The  little  fish  Mr.  Tomlinson  sends  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  young  salmon  put  in  by  the 
Thames  Salmon  Association.  It  is  nearly  5in.  in 
length,  and  shows  the  spots  and  parr  marks. 
Samlets  often  remain  for  two  years  in  fresh  water 
before  they  are  ready  to  go  down  as  smolts.  Of 
course,  if  Mr.  T.  catches  any  more  he  will  carefully 
return  them  to  the  river. — Ei>.] 
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A  HUNGRY  TROUT. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — T  am  sending  you  by  the 
same  post  the  head  of  a  pound  trout  caught  by  me 
this  year  in  Norway.  I  was  fishing  a  mountain 
lake  from  the  shore,  about  9  p.m.,  with  a  single 
large  Coachman,  and  for  some  time  had  whipped 
the  water  in  vain. 

The  fish  wovild  not  rise,  probably  on  account  of 
a  cold  north  wind,  and  consequently  when  I  did 
get  a  rise  I  was  not  ready  and  struck  too  hard, 
snapping  my  cast  about  IJft.  above  the  fly. 

I  put  on  another  Coachman,  the  same  size,  and 
within  two  or  three  minutes  was  again  fishing  the 
same  place. 

On  my  third  cast  I  hooked  and  landed  a  fish,  the 
fly  being  firmly  fixed  to  the  right  side  of  the  back 
of  the  tongue,  whilst  my  first  fly  was  found  em- 
bedded in  the  front  part  of  the  left  side  of  the 
tongue,  with  1  ift.  of  gut  attached  to  it. 

This  is  not  a  fishing  yarn,  nor  am  I  exactly  a 
novice  at  trout  fishing,  but  I  have  never  had  a 
similar  experience,  nor  have  I  ever  read  of  such. 

I  fished  on  for  some  time  afterwards,  and  had 
only  one  other  rise. 

Considering  the  large  size  of  the  fly  (No.  7  hook), 
the  short  interval  between  the  two  rises,  and  the 
fact  that  I  only  rose  one  other  fish,  my  experience 
must,  I  think,  be  almost  unique. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  if  any  of  your  readers 
have  had  any  similar  experience. — Yours  truly, 

L.  B.  Rawling. 

[There  is,  of  course,  nothing  new  or  very  un- 
common in  losing  a  fish  and  then  catching  it  again 
with  the  lost  hook  in  it ;  but  it  is  uncommon  for  a 
trout  with  the  hook  of  a  large  fly  on  gut  stuck  in 
its  tongue  to  take  another  fly  almost  immediately 
afterwards. — Ed.] 


"ANOTHER  WRINKLE." 

Dear  Sir, — Having  read  with  an  amused  smile 
"  Coroner's  "  account  of  his  new  wrinkle,  I  turned 
to  my  newspaper  cuttings  book,  where  I  soon  un- 
earthed my  own  invention,  not  dated,  as  it  was  such 
a  trifle  ;  but  hard  by  is  an  illustrated  article  by 
E.  M.  Tod,  "  Red  and  Black  Letter  Days,"  Fishing 
Gazette,  Dec.  16,  1899,  so  the  presumption  is  that 
my  letter  appeared  about  the  same  time.  It  begins 
thus : — • 

"  Dear  Marston, — Many  years  ago,  when  I  used 
to  wade  deep  in  waterproof  trousers  coming  up 
nearly  to  my  armpits,  I  wanted  to  find  a  handy 
method  of  stowing  the  rod  away,  whilst  breaking 
the  '  neck  '  of  a  trout,  basketing  him,  and,  if  need 
be,  making  my  fly-cast  all  right  again,  not  to  speak 
of  changing  a  fly  while  wading,  etc.,  and  I  had  a 
bucket  made  of  strong  hide  by  a  saddler,  fitted  with 
a  leathern  loop,  or  keeper,  into  which  I  slipped  an 
ordinary  strap,  which  I  passed  round  my  waist.  In 
fact,  it  is  like  the  socket  on  every  carriage  for  holding 
the  driver's  whip." 

I  discarded  it,  because  I  had  it  made  too  deep, 
but  the  idea  is  all  right  enough.  When  using  thigh 
waders  I  much  prefer,  as  the  Editor  states,  "  drop- 
ping the  butt  into  the  top  of  the  wader."  Indeed, 
I  hold  that  nothing  save  what  is  of  real  practical 
utility  should  be  used  by  the  sporting  angler. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

A  GOOD  FISHING  HAT  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  could  recommend 
a  good  hat  or  cap  for  general  wear,  wet  or  dry,  when 
shooting  or  fishing  ;  one  that  is  light,  that  will 
protect  the  wearer's  head  and  neck  from  rain,  that 
will  not  blow  off  easily  or  keep  flopping  about  the 
eyes  on  a  breezy  day,  that  is  fairly  decent  looking 
and  not  too  expensive.  There  must  surely  be 
something  suitable  in  the  market,  but  so  far  I 
have  failed  to  come  across  it. — Yours  truly, 

Ballymena.  Wrentail. 

[If  there  is  a  better  all-round,  all-weather  fishing 
hat  than  Messrs.  Burberry's  helmet,  I  should  like  to 
know  about  it.  It  can  be  had  in  different  weights. 
I  find  the  lightest  lined  with  red  flannel  (red  keeps 
out  heat  rays)  is  my  favourite. — Ed.] 


A  22|lb.  pike  from  THE  WYE,  NEAR 
HEREFORD. 

Dear  Sir, — A  fine  pike  of  22Jlb.  was  captiored  by 
Mr.  A.  T.  Cooke,  of  0,  Commercial-road,  Hereford, 
while  spinning  with  preserved  sprat  in  the  Wye, 
on  Nov.  15,  near  that  city.  The  fish,  whose  extreme 
length  is  42in.,  and  girth  2Iin.,  is  well-proportioned, 
and  is  now  undergoing  preservation  at  the  hands 
of  its  captor. — Yours  truly,       W.  K.  Goodall. 

Hereford. 

LEADING  FLIES  FOR  WET-FLY  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  Wet  Fly,"  who,  from  his  address,  I  judge  to  be  a 
Yorkshire  angler,  I  should  recommend  the  following 


as  being  the  most  likely  dozen  flies  to  serve  him 
throughovit  the  season  for  wet-fly  fishing  for  trout 
and  grayling: — Early  Brown,  Dark  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Blue  Hawk,  Dark  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa, 
Snipe  Bloa,  Poult  Bloa,  Knotted  Midge,  Partridge 
Hackle  (varying  with  orange,  yellow,  and  blue 
bodies),  Olive  Dun  (winged).  Brown  Owl,  and 
Grouse  and  Orange,  I  have  had  forty  years'  ex- 
perience not  only  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  but  in 
many  other  counties,  andl^Ii  consider  the  above  to 
be  standard  patterns  which  have  seldom  failed  me 
wherever  I  have  tried  them. — Yours  faithfully, 
Francis  M.  Walbran. 
38a,  Wellington-street,  Leeds. 

FISHING  ON  THE  RHONE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  give  me 
any  particulars  of  fishing  in  the  Rhone  between  the 
source  and  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  in  tributary  streams, 
and  in  the  lake  itself.  Are  there  any  other  fish 
besides  trout,  what  size  do  they  run  to,  and  what 
tackle,  flies  or  bait  are  most  suitable  ?  Any  infor- 
mation will  be  gratefully  received. — Yours  truly, 

Ex-Lancer. 


A  21i,B.   RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Dear  Sib, — To-day  (Nov.  23)  we  have  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Gillies,  of  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  with  a 
very  fine  photograph  of  a  rainbow  trout  caught  in 
the  Kaituna  River,  Rotorua,  Maoriland,  weighing 
211b.  ;  length,  33in.  ;  girth,  22iin.  ;  gills,  19in.  ; 
span  of  tail,  Ilin.  He  says  it  was  very  hard  to  tell 
this  rainbow  from  a  real  salmon,  apart  from  iri- 
descent colours.  The  fish  was  caught  with  a  small 
minnow.    He  further  says  that  the  fish  was  the 


most  perfect  he  has  ever  seen,  and  its  colours  were 
very  fine.  The  stock  of  rainbow  trout  in  the 
stream  and  lakes  around  Rotorua  is  enormous,  and 
there  are  thousands  of  fish  between  61b.  and  201b.  in 
weight.  This  year's  spawning  was  a  perfect  sight 
in  the  streams  leading  into  the  lake,  for  the  fish 
were  packed  as  close  as  herrings,  and  there  were 
fish  of  great  size  to  be  seen. — Yours  truly, 

Hardy  Brothers. 
[I  think  this  is  the  record  rainbow  for  the  world. 
I  have  asked  Messrs.  Hardy  to  lend  me  the  photo. 
In  America  the  rainbow  rarely  exceeds  51b.  or  61b. 
The  natural  food  in  the  Rotorua  lakes  must  be  very 
abundant.  I  hope  the  rainbows  will  not  exter- 
minate it. — Ed.] 


WHAT  ARE  THEY? 

Dear  Sir, — Some  few  days  back,  fishing  my 
water  in  the  old  Avon  for  bait,  about  a  hundred 
yards  from  where  it  enters  the  Severn,  we  dropped 
across  thousands  of  the  fish  which  I  enclose  ;  neither 
the  fishermen  nor  myself  can  name  ihem,  can  you  ? 
They  appear  to  be  a  cross  between  the  bleak  and 
some  other  fish,  the  tail  is  much  after  the  style  of 
the  twaite,  which  ascend  the  Severn  in  May ;  the 
scales  do  not  rub  off  like  the  bleak's  do,  and  they 
seem  too  deep  and  thick  for  that  fish. — Yours  truly, 

Tewkesbiu-y,  Nov.  30.         Ernest  W.  Moore. 

[They  are  bleak,  perhaps  brought  down  from 
higher  reaches  by  the  floods. — Ed. J 


LINES  KINKING. 

Dear  Sir, — If  the  spin  of  a  spinning  bait  kinks 
the  line,  why  not  place  at  the  head  of  the  trace  a 
link  between  swivels  carrying  a  leverse  revolving 
spinner,  similar  to  that  of  the  bait,  but  turning  tiie 
other  way  ?  This  ought  to  cancel  much  or  all  of 
the  motion  which  would  cause  the  line  to  kink. 

There  are  interesting  points  which  would  require 
to  be  experimentally  worked  out,  as  to  the  powers 
of^  the  two  sets  of  fans,  but  it  seems  possible  to 


arrive  at  a  result  of  some  value  by  applying  the 
principle,  unless  there  is  some  fatal  objection  which 
has  prevented  a  plan  so  apparently  simple  from 
being  suggested. — -Yours  truly,  Bbnwyan. 

[Mr.  Cowburn  makes  a  spinner  on  purpose  to 
take  kink  out  of  line  ;  is  not  that  what  "  Benwyan" 
means  ?  If  not,  perhaps  he  will  send  a  sketch  of 
it.— Ed.] 


WHITING  LINES  KINKING. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  one  tell  me  how  to  prevent 
hand-lines  for  whiting  fishing  from  kinking  when 
wet,  and  so  fouling  the  whole  line,  especially  in  night 
fishing  ? — Yours  truly.  Temple  Bond. 

Calais. 


FLIES  FOR  CORFU  AND  ALBANIA. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you,  or  one  of  your  readers, 
give  us  any  information  as  to  the  best  trout  flies  for 
use  in  Corfu  and  Albania — sizes,  etc.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

Castleconnell.  J.  Enright  &  Son. 

[I  hope  someone  who  knows  will  answer  this 
question.  I  seem  to  remember  the  late  Sir  Rose 
Price  telling  me  that  in  Albania  he  used  the  same  flies 
as  he  would  on  an  Irish  river  in  the  spring. — Ed.] 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  BROADS. 

Dear  Sir, — -Pike  are  now  feeding  well  both  on 
river  and  Broads,  and  this  week-end  should  see 
some  good  fish  taken. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  you  so  kindly  recom- 
mended my  house  has  had  very  fair  sport.  On 
Nov.  28  he  had  a  nice  mixed  bag  of  perch,  pike, 
and  roach,  his  total  weight  being  close  on  301b. 
This,  I  know,  is  not  great,  but  is  not  considered 


at  all  bad,  even  for  Norfolk.    The  pike  seem  to  run 
rather  small,  though  he  lost  three  good  ones  in  one 
day  on  Salhouse  Broad.— Yours  faithfully. 
Ivy  House,  H.  Hardy. 

Horning,  Norwich. 


APPEAL  FOR  A  DESERVING  CASE. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  any  of  your  sea-angling 
readers  to  send  a  small  contribution  towards  a  fund 
which  is  being  made  for  a  most  deserving  and  dis- 
tressing object.  A  fortnight  ago  a  steady  and 
universally  liked  fisherman  here,  named  Richard 
Souch,  was  capsized  from  his  herring-boat  near  the 
Tors  Point  and  drowned.  His  body  was  recovered 
last  Sunday.  He  leaves  a  young  wife  with  five 
small  children,  and  a  sixth  expected  very  shortly. 
The  Souches  were  very  poor,  but  were  a  hard-work- 
ing family  and  teetotallers.  The  widow  is  left 
destitute  as  the  breadwinner  has  been  so  suddenly 
taken  away.  Richard  Souch  was  an  excellent 
fisherman,  as  many  of  your  readers  may  know  from 
personal  experience.  They  are  an  unlucky  family, 
since  his  father  and  eldest  brother  were  both 
drowned  while  attempting  to  rescue  the  crew  of  a 
barque  in  a  gale  in  1895,  and  his  sister  was  burnt  to 
death.  He  was  a  notable  member  of  the  lifeboat 
crew.  Sea  anglers  will  no  dovibt  feel  that  a  case 
like  this  appeals  specially  to  them.  The  smallest 
contribution  will  be  thankfully  received  by  me. 
Envelopes  to  be  marked  "  Souch  Fund." — Your3 
V.  t.iy,  R.  W.  Vernon, 

Harbour  Office,         Member  of  the  Committee 
Ilfracombe.  of  the  Souch  Fun.. 


ROACH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  "  Cash-in 
Hand  "  will  communicate  with  me,  I  will  put  hiiii 
in  the  way  of  getting  nearly  any  quantity  of  good 
roach  for  stocking. — Yours  truly,       M.  Barnes. 

1,  St.  Swithin  Square,  Lmcoln.  j 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


21lb.  Rainbow  Trout,  caught  in  the  Kaituna  River,  Rotorua,  Maoriland. 
Weight,  211b.;  Length,  33in.  ;  Girth,  22^m.  ;  Span  of  tail,  Ilin. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR^ 


To  OuE  Readers. 
A  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Prosperous  New  Year 
to  all  our  readers — from  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales  down — and  all  coimected  with  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  I  think  that  the  prospects  for  sport  in 
1904  are  better  than  for  many  years  past,  simply 
because  we  have  had  so  much  rain  to  scour  the 
rivers  and  fill  up  the  springs.  I  have  to  thank 
His  Royal  Highness  for  allowing  me  to  reproduce 
the  photographs  of  his  boys,  and  I  am  sure  we  are 
all  glad  that  he  and  they  are  so  fond  of  the 
delightful  art  of  angUng.  The  "  Amateur  Angler  "• 
and  "  Dragnet  "  join  me  in  wishing  all  anglers  all 
good  wishes  and  "  tight  Unes ''  in  pleasant  places 
next  season.  As  the  "  Amateur  Angler  "-  reminds 
us,  Wotton  used  to  say  to  Walton  that  angling  was 
"  a  rest  to  his  mind,  a  cheerer  of  his  spirits,  a 
diverter  of  sadness,  a  calmer  of  unquiet  thoughts,", 
so  let  our  toast  be,  "  Success  to  angUng  :  may  it 
ever  flourish." 

The  Editor  of  the  "  Nineteenth  Century  and 
After.  " 

His  Majesty  the  King  has  honoured  the  editor  of 
(he  Nineteenth  Century  by  knighting  him.  All  who 
know  him  and  his  great  influence  and  work  will  say 
that  never  was  honour  better  deserved.  It  was  Mr. 
Knowles  who  stopped  up  that  insane  hole  they  were 
going  to  make  under  the  Enghsh  Channel,  which 
would  have  rendered  us  Uable  to  invasion  and  made 
our  Fleet  useless. 

Late  Fish  in  the  Tweed  and  Nith — Francks' 
"  Northern  Memoirs." 

Writing  on  Dec.  4,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  says 
"  My  dear  ]\Iarston, — Referring  to  my  letter  to 
you  of  Nov.  23,  I  see  I  omitted  to  name  the  river  in 
which  the  quaUty  of  the  late  running  '  grey  schule  ' 
is  equal  to  those  fish  in  the  Tweed.  It  is  the  Nith, 
the  first  Scottish  river  described  by  Richard 
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Francks  in  his  excellent  '  Northern  Memoirs ' 
(1694).  a  book  far  too  Uttle  known.  '  A  pleasant, 
portable  river,'  he  calls  it,  '  below  the  situation  of 
the  town  of  Dumfreez,  that  will  recreate  and 
recruit  us  with  fish  enough  if  the  season  but  serve 
to  experiment  the  art.'  Alas  !  that  fair  stream, 
third  in  volume  after  Tweed  and  Clyde,  has  been 
well-nigh  depopulated  by  inordinate  netting.  In 
your  editorial  note  to  my  letter  you  remark  that 
in  late  Tweed  fishing  the  use  of  the  landing-net,  not 
the  gaff,  should  be  insisted  on.  In  all  the  many 
years  which  I  have  fished  the  Tweed  (and  I  have 
fished  the  whole  way  from  Gladswood  to  Sprouston, 
Rutherford  and  Floors  waters  only  excepted)  I 
never  saw  or  heard  of  the  gaff  being  used  by  sports- 
men after  the  legal  date  for  its  use — to  wit,  Sept. 
15. — Yours  truly,  "  Herbert  jVIaxwell.". 

I  quite  forgot  when  I  wrote  the  note  that  the  gaff 
is  illegal  on  the  Tweed  after  Sept.  15,  but  I  am 
afraid  that  worse  implements  than  the  gaff  are  used 
in  some  of  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Tweed  and  its 
tributaries — not  by  sportsmen,  but  by  men  who 
pretend  to  be  angling  fairly.  Francks'  book  is,  as 
Sir  Herbert  says,  very  interesting  in  many  respects, 
but  he  was  an  awful  windbag.  I  occasionally  see 
reprints  of  the  edition  which  Sir  Walter  Scott 
edited,  but  the  original  is  pretty  scarce.  It  has 
been  said  he  was  the  first  Enghsh  writer  on  angling 
to  refer  to  the  burbot,  or  burbolt,  but  that  is  not 
correct. 

Herbert  Spencer  an  Angler. 

On  Dec.  8,  that  great  Englishman,  Herbert 
Spencer,  died.  His  is  one  of  the  names  destined  to 
five.  Until  ill-health  prevented,  his  favourite  recrea- 
tion was  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing. 

The  "  Stag  "  Air-pitmp  Dressed  Lines. 

Messrs.  Gamage,  of  Holborn,  send  me  one  of  the 
"  Stag "  brand  reel-lines  dressed  under  the  air- 
pump  ;  it  is  one  of  the  best  I  have  ever  seen.  The 
dressing  is  first-rate  and  the  fine  very  strong  ;  they 
are  made  in  all  sizes  and  tapered  or  not  tapered.  I 
know  many  good  dry-fly  men  who  dislike  a  tapered 
fine,  and  I  certainly  think;  myself  the  tapering  busi- 
ness has  been  overdone,  just  as  the  weight  of  dry- 
fly  reel-lines  has  been  overdone,  necessitating 
absurdly  heavy  and  powerful  rods  to  carry  them. 
With  a  far  hghter  rod  and  lighter  reel-fine  not 
tapered,  one  can  fish  just  as  well  and  far  more  com- 
fortably, and  the  tapering  can  be  done  in  the  gut- 
cast.  If  deer's  fat  is  used  these  air-pump  dressed 
fines  are  almost  indestructible.  I  have  some  which 
are  as  strong  as  ever  after  over  twelve  years'  use. 

Christmas  Card  Mounts. 

The  most  pleasing  of  Christmas  and  New  Year's 
cards  are  those  in  which  the  subjects  are  drawn 
or  photographed  by  the  sender — that  is,  if  they  can 
draw  or  photograph,  of  course — and  to  all  who  can 
I  recommend  an  examination  of  the  great 
variety  of  attractive  mounts  supplied  by  the  Kodak 
Company,  and  to  be  seen  at  their  branches  and 
agencies.  They  are  artistic  and  well  finished,  and 
in  a  great  variety  of  sizes. 

Grayling  with  Eggs  in  Advanced  Stage. 

IMr.  F.  S.  Perkin,  of  Stoke-on-Trent,  writes  :— 

"  Dear  Mr.  jSLlrston, — In  reply  to  "Halcyon's  " 
invitation  to  grayfing  fishers  under  '  Some  Notes 
from  Yorkshire,'  I  had  it  in  mind  to  inform  you 
of  a  similar  experience  re  early  grayfing  eggs. 

"  I  killed  four  fish  on  Blythe  one  day  last  week, 
and  two  of  them  were  full  of  apparently  ripe  or 
nearly  ripe  spawn.  In  all  the  thousands  of  fish  I 
have  taken  at  this  time  of  year,  I  never  had  a  similar 
experience — indeed,  I  have  taken  spawners  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  with  ova  no  larger.  I  have 
noticed,  too,  that  grayfing  are  very  inactive  for 
this  the  high  season,  and  are  only  foimd  in  the 
deep  beds  of  the  river. — Yours  truly, 

"  F.  S.  Perkin."- 

Salmon  Culture  in  America. 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  following  letter  that 
fresh  efforts  are  to  be  made  in  the  attempt  to  re- 
stock the  North  Atlantic  coast  rivers  of  the  United 
States  with  salmon  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  letter  of  Nov.  10, 
addressed  to  Dr.  B.  W.  Evermann,  you  are  advised 
that  very  fittle  data  have  been  collected  by  the 
Bureau  with  reference  to  the  artificial  stocking  of 
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streams  of  the  Atlantic  coast  with  salmon  since  you 
were  written  from  this  office  on  May  26,  1902. 
New  methods  have  recently  been  adopted  in  the 
propagation  of  the  Atlantic  salmon,  however,  which 
it  is  befieved  will  soon  show  marked  results.  Tho 
hatching  of  the  Atlantic  salmon  has  heretofore  been 
done  near  the  mouth  of  the  Penobscot  River,  making 
it  necessary  to  transport  the  fry  and  yearUng  fisli  a 
considerable  distance  in  making  the  plants  at  the 
head-waters  of  the  river:  This  season  a  station  is 
being  estabUshed  near  the  source  of  the  Penobscot, 
and  here  the  eggs  will  be  taken,  eyed,  hatched,  and 
the  young  fish  planted  at  the  point  of  collection. — 
Yours  respectfully,  "  Geo.  M.  Bowers. 

"  Commissioner,  Bureau  of  Fisheries; 
"  Washington.  "- 

Anglers'  Hotels  in  Switzerland.- 

The  Bulletin  Suisse  de  Peche  et  Pisciculture  pub- 
fishes  the  follo\ving  fist  of  hotels  situated  near  good 
fishing  waters  : — 

Hotel  de  la  Sauge  (YuUy),  on  the  banks  of  tbo 
Broye,  and  near  the  lake  of  Neuchatel :  very  well 
situated  for  all  kinds  of  fishing  ;  Hotel  du  Port  a 
Estavayer,  cant,  de  Fribourg  ;  Hotel  du  Poisson  a 
Auvemier,  cant,  de  Neuchatel ;  Hotel  du  Lac  a 
Auvemier,  cant,  de  Neuchatel ;  Hotel  du  Poisson  a 
Marin,  cant,  de  Neuchatel ;  Hotel  de  I'lle  de 
Saint-Pierre,  lac  de  Bienne.  These  five  hotels 
are  very  weU  situated  for  all  kinds  of  lake  fishing. 
Hotel  de  la  Truite,  au  C'hamp-du-iloufin,  cant,  de 
Neuchatel,  on  the  Reuse  :  excellent  for  river  trout ; 
Hotel  du  Saut  du  Doubs,  cant,  de  Neuchatel,  on 
the  Doubs  :  exceUent  for  river  fishing. 


Eels  Destroy  Salmon. 

Eels  not  only  destroy  salmon  fry  and  smolts,  but 
also  adult  fish.  On  the  west  coast  of  Sweden  the 
salmon  fishermen  often  find  that  the  salmon  caught 
in  their  stake  nets  (those  abominable  fixed  engines 
which  ought  to  be  illegal  everywhere)  are  often 
destroyed  by  eels — more  particularly  in  Ma3%  June, 
and  July.  One  fisherman  found  instead  of  a 
salmon,  twenty  eels  in  the  salmon's  skin.  The  eels 
run  mostly  about  half  a  pound,  and  probably  get 
into  the  fish  through  the  giUs  and  then  five  on  the 
flesh  as  long  as  there  is  any  left. 

Pour  rire. — Vous  savez  que  M.  Casimir-Perier, 
I'ancien  president  de  la  Repubfique,  n'etait  pa.s 
insensible  aux  charmes  de  notre  sport. 

Voici  a  ce  sujet  le  dialogue  que  nous  avons 
entendu,  im  jour,  entre  deux  pecheurs. 

Que  fait  le  president  de  la  Repubfique  lorsque, 
pechant,  le  poisson  ne  mord  pas  ? 
?  . .  .- 

II  se  regarde  dans  I'onde  et  dans  ce  Cas  y  mire 
Perier. — Bulletin  Suisse  de  Peche  et  Pisciculture. 

Unrecognised  ]\Larked  Annan  Grilse. 

I  hope  that  the  pubfication  of  this  note  from  Mr. 
W.  L.  Calderwood  may  lead  to  the  identification  of 
this  marked  grilse.  I  befieve  5Ir.  Eraser  Sandiman 
has  marked  a  great  many  fish  on  the  Eden,  but 
never  heard  of  any  being  caught  again. 

"  Dear  Sm, — I  have  recently  received  a  portion 
of  a  mark  or  label  which  may,  I  presume,  have 
been  attached  to  a  smolt.  It  was  taken  from  a 
grilse  of  5Jlb.,  caught  by  rod  on  the  river  Annan. 
The  mark  as  received  by  me  is  a  perforated  disc, 
black  in  colour,  and  composed  apparently  of  vul- 
canite. The  disc  is  5-1 6in.  in  diameter,  is  not 
stamped  in  any  wa.y,  and  was  attached,  I  under- 
stand, to  the  fleshj^  i-oot  of  the  tail-fin  above  the 
middle  fine.  As  tlie  capture  is  probably  of  special 
interest,  I  hope  that  by  thus  making  the  matter 
pubfic  the  owner  of  the  mark  may  be  found  and  the 
particulars  ascertained. — Yours  trulj', 

"  W.  L.  Calderwood.". 

Inauguration  of  the  New  Simplon  Pass — Great 
International  Exhibition  at  Milan  in 
1905. 

Lender  the  patronage  of  the  King  of  Italy,  there 
is  to  be  an  International  Exhibition  at  Milan  in 
1905  in  connection  with  the  inauguration  of  the 
new  Simplon  Pass.  There  is  to  be  a  section  devoted 
to  everything  connected  with  sea,  lake,  and  river 
fishing.  If  some  of  our  enterprising  fishing-tackle 
manufacturers  would  fike  particulars,  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  supply  them  presently.  Italy  is  a  country 
well  worth  exploiting  by  our  manufacturers  of  rods, 
lines,  hooks,  nets,  and  all  connected  with  fishing.  ^ 

B,  B.  Marston, 
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SCEAPS  FOE  CHEISTMAS. 

By  the  "  Amateur  Angler." 

Having  no  veracious  story  of  my  own  adventures 
to  tell,  and  as  "  Dragnet,"  the  Editor's  chief 
Fishing  Gazette  creel-filler,  has  fished  for  me  with  a 
view  to  dragging  me  into  his  Christmas  net,  I  pro- 
pose so  far  to  comply  with  his  wishes  as  to  endeavour 
to  pick  up  here  and  there  a  few  old-world  or  perhaps 
forgotten  scraps,  mostly  from  Robert  Blakey's  very 
interesting  work,  "  Historical  Sketches  of  Anghng 
Literature."  and  string  them  together  without  any 
special  order  or  arrangement. 

The  legend  of  the  fisli  and  the  ring  is  said  to  be 
common  enough,  and  is  of  great  antiquity  ;  it  is 
mentioned  in  the  Koran  : — "  Solomon  entrusted  his 
signet  with  one  of  his  concubines,  which  the  devil 
obtained  from  her,  and  sat  on  the  throne  in  Solomon's 
shape.  After  forty  days  the  devil  departed,  and 
threw  the  ring  into  the  sea.  The  signet  was  swal- 
lowed by  a  fish,  which,  being  caught  and  given  to 
Solomon,  the  ring  was  found  in  its  belly,  and  thus 
he  recovered  his  kingdom." 

Fishermen  s  Luck. — The  following  lines,  translated 
by  Mr.  Blakey  from  an  old  Italian  manuscript  in 
the  Ubrary  of  the  Vatican  at  Rome,  very  fairly 
illustrate  the  luck  of  fishermen  aUke  in  the  four- 
teenth as  in  the  twentieth  century,  for  even  the  most 
skilful  artist  will  admit  that  one  of  the  greatest 
pleasures  of  angling  is  its  glorious  uncertainty  :  — 

The  sky,  percliance,  looks  fair  and  bright. 
The  breeze  curls  on  the  brook. 

The  waters  ting'd  to  please  the  sight, 
Trout  waiting  for  the  hook  ! 

We  plunge  and  strive  from  spot  to  spot, 

But  not  a  fish  will  rise  ; 
In  wonderment  at  our  ill  lot. 
Turn  up  our  wistful  eyes. 
***** 
Again,  sometimes  the  day  is  sour. 

And  darkened  is  the  sky  ; 
Fair  sport  seems  far  beyond  our  power, 
;       Though  artful  be  our  fly. 

But  here  again,  at  fault  we  are. 

Success  attends  our  skill. 
And  fish  in  scores  come  wide  and  far 

Our  fishing  creel  to  fill. 

Michael  Angela  was  a  Fisherman. — In  1612  an 
Italian  work,  entitled  "  La  Cana  de  Piscare,"  was 
published,  in  which  Mr.  Blakey  found  some  interest- 
ing descriptions  of  angUng  excursions  on  some  of 
the  higher  sections  of  the  River  Arno  and  its 
smaller  tributaries.  These  waters  are  very  prohfic 
of  fish,  and  they  seem  at  this  period  to  have  been 
much  frequented  by  piscatory  amateurs  and  picnic 
parties  : — "  I  have  travelled,"  says  the  author, 
"  much  with  the  rod  in  certain  seasons  of  the  year, 
by  the  banks  of  the  chief  fishing  locaUties  of  Italy, 
and  I  feel  at  all  times  as  if  I  had  made  my  escape 
from  the  ordinary  ills  and  plagues  of  life.  I  have 
commonly  had  one  or  two  companions,  and  we  have 
enjoyed  ourselves  in  as  hvely  and  rational  a  manner 
as  possible — giving  to  Nature  all  her  due,  and  dwell- 
ing on  the'  picturesque  scenes  we  every  day  meet 
with  in  that  true  spirit  of  admiration  so  improvable 
to  the  heart  and  understanding.  /  feel  confident 
that  most  of  our  great  artists  must  have  been  fishers  in 
their  early  life.  Our  art  is  well  fitted  to  arouse  the 
dormant  powers  of  sentiment,  and  the  general  ideas 
of  the  subUme  and  beautiful  in  external  nature.  It 
is  said  that  Michael  Angelo,  when  a  youth,  often 
amused  himself  with  the  fishing-rod,  and  would  take 
long  journeys  to  visit  spots  famous  for  their  rural 
scenery  and  beauties.  The  same  thing  I  had  heard 
remarked  of  less  distinguished  artists,  both  sculptors 
and  painters,  of  our  own  and  of  other  countries." 

Catching  Fish  with  their  own  Teeth. — Giannetazzio 
writes  on  the  mode  of  catching  the  "  belone,"  or 
garfish,  in  the  Mediterranean  by  means  of  its  own 
teeth.  The  instruments  are  made  at  Naples,  and 
its  capture  successfully  practised  there  : — 

Biu-nished  with  blue,  and  bright  as  damask  steel, 

Behold  the  Acus  tribe  witli  pointed  bill. 

All  fringed  with  teeth  ;  no  greedier  fish  than  they 

Ere  broke  the  serried  lines  the  foaming  bay. 

Soon,  as  the  practised  crew  tliis  frolic  throng 

Beholds  advancing  rapidly  along. 

Adjusting  swift  a  tendon  to  the  line,  fbrine. 

They  throw — then  drag  it  glistening  througli  the 

Anon  the  lure  the  greedy  fish  pursue  ; 

The  gristle  charms,  but  soon  its  charms  they  rue. 

Fixed  by  the  teeth  to  that  tough  barbless  bait. 

They  struggling  yield  to  suicidal  fate. 


Fishing  in  Holland  in  1603. — "  Where  there  is 
nothing  but  ditches,  and  canals,  and  sluices,  and 
sand-banks,  and  dykes,  and  windmills,  it  does  seem 
somewhat  miraculous  that  anything  spiritual  could 
be  imparted  to  an  art,  which  must,  in  such  locaUties, 
be  stripped  of  those  necessary  accessories  to  senti- 
ment and  feehng — the  undulating  landscape  and  the 
rippling,  Umpid  stream.  But,  strange  to  say,  the 
Dutch  have  displayed  a  genius  of  their  own  in 
reference  to  fishing.  They  have  been  clever  and 
amusing  caricaturists  of  it.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  part  of  Europe  has  always  been 
and  is  yet  famous  for  its  salmon.  Fishing,  there- 
fore, both  for  this  monarch  of  the  streams  and  less 
valuable  sport,  has  been  commonly  practised  for 
several  centuries  among  a  large  class  of  the  people 
both  for  pleasure  and  amusement.  There  is  a 
common  proverb  that  Amsterdam  is  built  upon 
the  bones  of  fish.  In  1613  we  have  in  Dutch  the 
'  Handbook  of  Fishing '  (Amsterdam),  in  which  the 
act  is  described,  and  plates  of  the  several  kinds  of 
fish  are  given.  The  earhest  caricatures  of  the  angler 
we  have  seen  bear  the  date  1603.  One  represents 
a  Dutch  amateur,  evidently  of  some  pubUc  notoriety, 
sitting  like  a  lubberly  clod  pole  with  the  most  bewil- 
dering expression  of  face,  pulUng  a  prodigious  large 
salmon  at  the  foot  of  a  weir  ;  in  another  print 
figures  a  fisher  weeping  for  the  loss  of  a  part  of  his 
rod  and  tackle.  Underneath  the  print  are  some 
verses,  which  may  be  paraphrased  thus  : — 

Mynheer  Vandunk,  though  he  never  got  drunk, 

Sipp'd  brandy,  and  angled  gaily  ; 
And  he  quenched  his  thirst  with  two  quarts  of  the 
first. 

Hooking  lots  of  fine  salmon  daily  ; 
Singing — '  Oh,  that  a  fisherman's  draught  could  be 
As  deep  as  the  rolling  Zuyde:  Zee.' 

Water  well  mixed  with  spirit  good  store 

"No  fisherman  thinks  of  scorning  ; 
But  of  water  alone  he  drinks  no  more 
Than  to  help  him  to  bring  his  fish  on  shore 

Upon  the  market-stall  in  the  morning. 
For  a  fishing  Dutchman's  draught  should  be 
As  deep  as  the  rolling  Zuyder  Zee." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Beecher,  of  New  York,  as  an  Angler. — 
I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  this  is  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  or  one  of  his  brothers. 
Mr.  Robert  Blakey  quotes  him  as  having  recently 
(that  is  in  1853)  written  a  series  of  delightful  papers 
in  the  New  York  Independent  on  his  favourite 
amusement  of  angUng.  Mr.  Blakey  devotes  about 
seven  pages  to  him.  From  these  pages  I  will  select 
a  few  choice  bits. 

"  Still  further  north  is  another  stream,  some- 
thing larger,  and  much  better  or  worse,  according 
to  your  luck.  It  is  easy  of  access  and  quite  un- 
Ijretending.  There  is  a  bit  of  a  pond  some 
twenty  feet  in  diameter,  from  which  it  flows,  and 
in  that  there  are  five  or  six  half-pound  trout,  who 
seem  to  have  retired  from  active  Ufe  and  given 
themselves  to  meditation  in  this  liquid  convent. 
They  are  very  tempting,  but  quite  untemptable. 
Standing  afar  off  we  selected  an  irresistible  fly, 
and  with  a  long  Une  we  sent  it  pat  into  the  very 
place.  It  fell  like  a  snowflake.  No  trout  should 
have  hesitated  a  moment.  The  morsel  was  deli- 
cious. .  .  .  We  cast  our  fly  again  and  again  ; 
we  drew  it  hither  and  thither  ;  we  made  it  skip 
and  wriggle  ;  we  let  it  fall  plash  like  a  surprised 
miller,  and  our  audience  calmly  beheld  our  feats. 

.  .  Again  changing  place,  we  will  make  an 
ambassador  of  a  grasshopper. 

"  Catching  Grasshoppers. — That  is  in  itself  no 
shght  feat.  The  first  step  you  take  at  least  forty 
bolt  out  and  tumble  headlong  into  the  grass  ; 
some  chng  to  the  stems,  some  are  creeping  under 
the  leaves,  and  not  one  seems  to  be  in  reach.  You 
step  again  ;  another  flight  takes  place,  and  you 
eye  them  with  a  fierce  penetration  as  if  you  could 
catch  some  one  with  your  eye.  You  cannot 
though.  You  brush  the  grass  with  your  feet 
again.  Another  hundred  snap  out,  and  tumble 
about  in  every  direction.  At  length  you  see  a 
very  nice  young  fellow  climbing  a  steeple  stem. 
You  take  good  aim  and  grab  at  him.  You  catch 
the  spire,  but  he  has  jumped  a  safe  rod.  Yonder 
is  another,  creeping  among  some  delicate  ferns. 
With  broad  palm  you  clutch  him  and  all  the 
neighbouring  herbage  too.  Stealthily  opening 
your  httle  finger  you  see  his  leg  ;  the  next  finger 
reveals  more  of  him  ;  and  opening  the  next  you 
are  just  beginning  to  take  him  out  with  the  other 


hand,  when  out  he  bounds  and  leaves  you  to 
renew  your  entomological  pursuits.  Twice  you 
snatch  handfuls  of  grass,  and  cautiously  open 
your  palm  to  find  that  you  have  only  grass.  It 
is  quite  vexatious.  There  are  thousands  of  them 
here  and  there,  cUmbing  and  wriggling  on  that 
blade,  leaping  off  from  that  stalk,  twisting  and 
kicking  on  that  spider's  web,  jumping  and 
bouncing  about  under  your  very  nose,  hitting 
you  in  your  face,  creeping  on  your  shoes,  and 
yet  not  one  do  you  get.  If  any  tender-hearted 
person  ever  wondered  how  a  humane  man  could 
bring  himself  to  such  cruelty  as  to  impale  an 
insect,  let  him  hunt  for  a  grasshopper  on  a  hot 
day  among  tall  grass,  and  when  at  length  he 
secures  one,  the  affixing  him  upon  the  hook  will 
be  done  without  a  single  scruple,  and  as  a  mere 
matter  of  penal  justice  and  wth  judicial 
solemnity." 

Having  at  length  succeeded  in  catching  a  grass- 
hopper, the  good  doctor  goes  on  to  tell  what  further 
happens.  The  trout  are  yonder,  he  swings  his  line 
in  the  air,  gives  it  a  gentle  cast  towards  the  desired 
spot,  and  a  puff  of  south  wind  dexterously  lodges  it 
in  the  branch  of  a  tree,  and  no  gentle  pull  will 
loosen  it.  He  draws  it  north  and  south  and  east 
and  west ;  he  gives  it  a  jerk  and  a  pull  down  ;  he 
coaxes  it  in  this  way  and  soUcits  in  that  way  in 
vain  ;  he  stops  a  moment  to  look  at  the  trout  and 
then  at  his  fine.  Was  there  anything  so  vexatious  ? 
Would  it  be  wrong  to  get  angry  ?  In  fact  he  feels 
very  much  hke  it.  The  very  things  he  wanted  to 
catch — the  grasshopper  and  the  trout — he  could 
not,  but  a  tree  that  he  did  not  want  he  caught  fast 
at  the  first  throw  !  He  cautiously  draws  near  and 
peeps  down.  Yes,  there  are  the  trout  looking  at 
him,  and  laughing  as  sure  as  ever  trout  laughed. 
But  now,  having  rigged  up  afresh,  he  begins  to  fish — 
just  here  the  water  is  mid-leg  deep.  Experimenting 
at  each  forward  reach  for  a  firm  foothold,  slipping, 
stumbhng  over  some  uncouth  stone,  slipping  on  the 
moss  of  another,  reefing  and  staggering,  he  says  he 
had  a  fine  opportunity  of  testing  the  old  philoso- 
phical dictum  that  "  one  can  think  of  but  one  thing 
at  a  time."-  One  must  think  of  half-a-dozen — of 
your  feet,  or  you  will  be  sprawUng  in  the  brook  ;  of 
your  eyes  and  face,  or  the  branches  ^vill  scratch 
them  ;  of  your  line,  or  it  will  tangle  at  every  step  ; 
of  your  far  distant  hook,  or  you  will  lose  the  end  of 
all  your  fishing.  At  first  it  is  a  puzzUng  business, 
but  a  httle  practice  sets  all  things  right.  With  a 
fresh  supply  of  grasshoppers  he  lands,  after  many 
adventures,  several  trout,  and  finishes  up  by  letting 
his  hne  run  on  before  him,  wading  along,  holding 
on  by  this  branch,  fumbling  with  his  feet  along  the 
jagged  channel,  changing  hands  to  a  bough  on  the 
left  side,  leaning  on  that  rock,  stepping  over  that 
stranded  block  of  timber.  Ripping  a  generous  hole 
in  his  skirt,  he  comes  to  the  edge  of  a  petty  fall.  He 
steps  down,  thinking  only  of  how  to  keep  his  balance, 
and  not  at  all  of  the  depth  of  water  ;  he  splashes 
and  plunges  down  into  a  basin  waist  deep.  The 
first  sensation,  he  says,  of  a  man  up  to  his  vest 
pockets  in  water  is  pecuUarly  fooUsh,  and  his  first 
laugh  rather  faint,  and  he  is  afterwards  a  httle 
ashamed  of  the  alacrity  with  which  he  scrambles 
for  the  bank.  WTiile  he  is  in  this  scrape  at  one 
end  of  his  Une,  a  trout  has  got  into  a  worse  one  at 
the  other.  In  his  surpiise  he  comes  near  losing  him 
in  the  injudicious  haste  with  which  he  overhauled 
him.  All  this  reminds  me  of  the  river  Barle,  where 
I  have  gone  through  similar  troubles. 

Dr.  Johnson  an  Angling. — Mr.  Robert  Blakey 
thus  commences  Chapter  IX.  of  his  book  : — "  Dr. 
Johnson's  famous  definition  of  an  angUng  rod, 
which  we  have  not  been  able  to  see  in  any  old  folio 
edition  of  his  dictionary,  has  long  been  a  standing 
joke  against  anglers,  "  that  it  was  a  stick  with  a 
fool  at  one  end  and  a  hook  at  the  other."  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that  no  one  has  ever  yet  been  able  to 
point  out  this  saying  in  any  work  of  Johnson's,  and 
the  late  Dr.  Birkbell  Hill,  whose  mind  was  saturated 
with  Johnsonian  Uterature,  has  stated  that  he  had 
never  found  it.  Johnson  of  coinse  was  not  an  angler, 
but  certainly  he  was  a  profound  admirer  of  Izaak 
Walton.  Curiously  enough,  on  page  204  of  Mr. 
Blakey's  book  I  find  the  following  quotation  :  "  La 
Ugne  est  un  instrument  oil  il  y  a  ime  bete  a  chaque 
bout — Ancelot  U Homme  du  Monde."  This  quota- 
tion heads  a  chapter  on  Fart  de  la  peche  a  la  Ugne 
in  the  celebrated  work  of  Monsieur  Colnet,  called 
UHermite  de  Belleville.  This  work  was  pubUshed 
in  Paris  in  1815,  but  the  above  chapter  heading 
from  Ancelot  was  doubtless  of  a  much  earUer 
date. 
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TWO  ROYAL  YOUNG  ANGLERS. 


[fopy  right. 

r'KINCE  AlBEET.  PrINCE  EdWAED. 

(Born  Dec.  14,  1895.)  (Born  June  23,  1894.)^ 

Sons  of  the  Peince  or  Wales.' 


(^r^.  J.  Walter  .Tones,  who  has  given  them  some  lessons  in  fly  fishing,  in  the  backgronnd.) 

Prince  Edwakd  and  Priuce  Albert  of  Wales  are  quite  old  anglers. 
Although  aged  but  nine  and  eight  years  respectively,  they  are  both 
particularly  fond  of  the  sport.  They  fish  at  Windsor,  Sandringham, 
and  Abergeldie.  In  the  spring  of  1902  they  made  their  fZe'^Mi!  as  fly 
fi,shers  on  the  stream — a  typical  trout  stream — which  forms  one  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  Sandringham  estate.  Both  were  successful  in 
obtaining  fish  of  about  7oz.  or  8oz.  They  have  also  had  many  enjoy- 
able times  after  the  roach  in  the  lake  adjoining  York  Cottage  at 
Sandringham.  Here,  too,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  H.R.H. 
Princess  Victoria  sometimes  fish.  Unfortunately,  the  water  supply 
is  not  sufficient  for  trout  to  do  well  in  the  pond.  Here  they  have 
taken  as  many  as  forty  or  fifty  roach  during  the  afternoon  with  the 
fly — a  very  pretty  sport  for  beginners.  Prince  Albert  is  quite  clever 
at  casting,  and  very  keen.  Prince  Edward  obtained  the  largest  trout 
when  tliey  were  at  Abergeldie  this  summer— a  fish  of  Jib.  It  is  very 
fortunate  that  both  their  tutor,  Mr.  H.  P.  Hansell,  and  Finch,  their 
attendant,  are  particularly  keen  and  good  fishermen,  each  being  very 
successful  during  the  stay  at  Abergeldie.  Their  sister,  Princess  Mary, 
has  also  commenced  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Queen  and  her  aunts 
T.R.H.'s  Princess  Louise  and  Princess  Victoria. 

The  photographs  of  the  young  anglers,  which  H.R.H.  the  Prince 
of  Wales  has  most  kindly  allowed  me  to  reproduce  in  the  Fishing 
Oazetie,  were  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Walter  Jones.  I  have  had  them 
enlarged  a  little. 

In  the  Summer  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  July  19,  1902, 
I  gave  pictures  of  His  Majesty  the  King,  Her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
and  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  H.R.H.  Princess  Victoria. 


If  he  had  lived  that  charming  young  Prince,  the  late  Duke  of 
Clarence,  would  have  become  an  expert  dry-fly  angler  ;  Major  Turle 
told  me  that  he  took  to  that  delightful  brancli  of  fly-fishing  with 
keen  delight. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  July  19,  1902,  I  had  the  followi  ng  note 
about  the  young  Princes  : — 

"  Those  jolly  specimens  of  Young  England,  Prince  Edward  and 
Prince  Albert,  sons  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  are  both  keen  on  fishing, 
and  each  of  them  caught  a  nice  lot  of  roach  with  the  fly  recently ; 
even  little  Princess  Mary  was  succes.sful  in  landing  one.  Last  montii 
the  young  Princes  tried  their  hands  at  the  trout  in  a  Norfolk  stream, 
and  Prince  Albert  (aged  six)  got  a  brace,  and  Prince  Edward  (aged 
seven)  half  a  brace,  with  the  fly,  March  Brown  and  Black  Gnat. 
The  fact  that  they  were  able  to  send  a  trout  to  His  Majesty  the 
King,  who  was  then  staying  at  Sandringham,  and  a  brace  to  their 
parents  in  London,  afforded  them  as  great  pleasure  as  the  catching 
of  the  half-pounders.  They  have  taken  as  many  as  fifteen  or  twenty- 
roach  each  of  an  evening." 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  know  that  so  many  members  of  our  Royal 
Family  are  such  keen  anglers. 

R.  B.  Marstox. 


H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  graciously  accepting  a  copy  of 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston's  book,  "War,  Famine,  and  Our  Food  Supply," 
said  he  was  very  glad  to  possess  it.  H.R.H.  is  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Commission  which  is  collecting  information  on  the  subject. 


iCopyright. 

Peince  Albeet.         Peince  Edward. 
The  YotTNG  Princes  Fly  Fishinq 
(with  their  attendant,  Mr.  Finch). 
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THE  TEUTH  ABOUT  THE  DEE. 
A  NOTE  FOR  TWEEDSIDE  ANGLERS. 


When  the  Border  Press  is  trying  hard  to  influence 
pubUc  opinion  there  in  regard  to  the  ijroposals  of 
the  Tweed  Commissioners  to  improve  the  sporting 
rights  of  the  river,  by  buying  off  the  nets  on  the 
lower  reaches,  and  quoting  statistics  and  statements 
right  and  left,  for  the  purpose  of  building  up  the 
case  of  the  Berwick  Salmon  Company,  who  are 
opposing  tUs  beneficent  scheme  it  would  be  well 
for  it  to  call  a  halt,  and  see  that  the  figures  it  gives 
and  the  references  to  other  rivers  and  districts  are 
not  entirely  in  favour  of  the  Commissioners  instead 
of  the  Berwick  Salmon  Company.  The  Berwick 
Advertiser  jumps  at  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Young, 
the  chairman  of  the  company,  is  right — that  his 
figures,  at  any  rate  are  safe — and  so  proceeds  to 
dilate  on  the  inequity  of  such  a  scheme  in  general, 
and  the  selfishness  of  the  Commissioners  in  parti- 
cular in  proposing  to  call  upon  the  netters  to  share 
the  expenses  of  what  will  be  a  lasting  improvement 
to  them  now,  and  especially  in  all  time  coming. 

In  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Fishery 
Board  for  Scotland  for  year  1895,  part  II.,  Report 
on  Salmon  Fisheries,  Mi-.  Walter  E.  Archer, 
F.R.S.E.,  gives  the  rental  of  the  Dee  from  1872  till 
1893.  He  divides  this  into  three  periods,  and  gives 
the  respective  rentals  for  each  period : — First 
period,  £7762  ;  second  period,  £9959  ;  third  period, 
£11,881,  average  annual  rentals  of  rods  and  nets, 
and  proceeds  as  follows  :  — 

"  (3)  That  while  the  rental  of  the  net  fishings  in 
the  second  period  showed  an  increase  of  6  per  cent., 
and  that  of  the  third  period  of  6J  per  cent,  over  the 
fust,  the  average  price  of  salmon  and  grilse  was 
per  cent,  less  in  the  second  period,  and  16  per 
cent,  less  in  the  third  than  in  the  first.  If  the  fall 
in  the  price  of  salmon  be  taken  into  consideration 
with  the  rise  in  the  rental,  it  would  appear,  other 
conditions  being  equal,  that  7^  per  cent,  more  fish 
were  taken  in  the  second  period,  and  27  per  cent, 
more  fish  in  the  third  than  in  the  first. 

"  (4)  That  the  yield  of  the  fishings  of  the  Aber- 
deen Harbour  Commissioners,  below  where  the  nets 
have  been  removed,  shows  an  increase  of  3  per  cent, 
during  the  second  period  (while  the  experiment 
was  maturing)  and  of  26  per  cent,  in  the  third  period 
on  the  first." 

Now  what  do  Messrs.  Young,  Jolmston  &  Co. 
say  in  the  face  of  these  official  quotations  ?  What 
does  the  Berwick  Advertiser  say  ?  They  cannot 
ignore  Mr.  Archer's  report.  It  is  now  ten  years  old, 
yet  recent  history  has  not  shaken  its  value.  The 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  contribute  60gs.  annually 
to  the  fund  for  buying  up  these  nets;  so  convinced 
are  these  men  (hard-headed  trawlers  of  the  Mearns, 
Pyper,  Lyon,  and  Meff  type)  that  they  are  benefiting 
from  the  removal  of  the  nets  that  were  it  asked 
they  would  double  their  subscription  to-morrow.  It 
would  be  well  for  the  Berwick  Salmon  Company  to^ 
send  one  to  Edinburgh  for  some  of  the  Fishery 
Board  Blue-books,  and  give  them  a  glance  through. 

Special  Scotch. 


"THE  BYSTANDEE. 


"The  Bystander,"  the  new  illustrated  weekly 
which  the  proprietors  of  The  Graphic  are  bringing 
out.  is  likely  to  cause  a  revolution  among  the 
weekly  Press.  Its  size  is  more  compact  and  con- 
venient than  that  which  hitherto  the  more  conven- 
tional weekly  papers  have  looked  on  as  a  sine  qua 
non.  The  Bystander  contains  no  less  than  eighty 
pages  of  literary  matter  and  illustrations,  and  every- 
thing is  to  be  of  the  best— illustrations,  articles, 
critiques,  and  reviews.  Sport — for  both  sexes — the 
latter  has  hitherto  been  rather  neglected — will  be  a 
special  feature,  and  the  fiction  is  intended  to  be 
absolutely  of  the  best.  Every  number  will  contain 
a  Coloured  Art  Supplement,  and  here,  again,  it  is 
to  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  please  even  the  most 
fastidious  critic.  '-Collectors'  Pages'-  will,  no 
doubt,  attract  numerous  readers  were  there  nothing 
else  of  interest.  In  fact,  The  Bystander  starts 
auspiciously,  and  we  predict  that  it  will  be  a  great 
success,  and  our  surprise  is  that  such  a  paper  was 
not  started  long  before. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  I'etter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  CATALoanK  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indiau  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on  application 


MR.  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL'S 
NEW  EDITION  OF  "PIKE  AND 
OTHER  COARSE  FISH"  IN  THE 
BADMINTON  LIBRARY. 

"  Ninth  Edition,"  revised;  this  is  proof  positive 
of  success,  and  it  is  interesting  to  trace  the  history 
of  these  editions  as  given  by  the  pubhshers— 
Messrs.  Longmans,  Green  &  Co. — in  the  following 
bibUograpliical  note: — "First  edition  and  edition 
de  luxe,  October,  1885  ;  reprinted  February,  1886, 
and  February,  1887.  New  edition,  with  additions, 
August,  1889  ;  reprinted  February,  1893,  and 
August.  1896.  Cheaper  reissue,  July,  1901. 
Revised  (Ninth)  Edition,  with  new  illustrations  of 
spinning-tackle,  October,  1903."- 

This  success  is,  of  course,  in  great  measure  due  to 
the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  volume  was 
written,  edited,  and  illustrated  by  Mr.  H.  Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell,  to  whom  all  anglers  are  so 
greatly  indebted  for  useful  inventions,  for  hints, 
information,  and  advice  in  every  department  of 
angling.  No  angling  writer  has  given  us  more 
useful  work  than  Mr.  Pennell,  and  no  modern  anghng 
writer  is  so  often  quoted  and  copied,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  also  in  America  and  on  the 
Continent. 

Spinning  has  always"  been  a  favourite  style  of 
fishing  \\ath  Mr.  Pennell,  and  next  to  fly-fishing 
it  certainly  is  the  most  interesting  form  of  angling — 
whether  you  are  walking  along  the  bank  of  a  river  or 
the  shore  of  a  lake,  or  casting  from  a  boat  rowed 
quietly  so  as  to  enable  you  to  drop  your  bait,  after 
a  long  cast,  just  where  you  want  it  to  di-op.  I  am 
as  keen  on  float -fishing  as  anyone,  but  where  the 
water  suits  spinning  and  the  fish  are  thei-e,  the  whole 
work  of  spinning  is  most  fascinating,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  wholesome  exercise. 

In  a  note  to  the  ninth  edition  Mi-.  Pennell  tells  us 
that  the  principal  revision  and  additions  are  in  the 
chapter  on  spinning  tackle,  which  has  been  almost 
entirely  rewritten.  By  his  courtesy  and  that  of 
the  pubhshers,  I  am  able  to  refer  to  some  of  the  new 
matter,  and  give  one  or  two  illustrations. 

Impkoved  Spinning  Flights. 

After  referring  to  the  evolution  of  the  spinning 
fUght  from  Hawker's  time,  and  no  one  has  done 
more  to  improve  it  than  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell, 
he  says  : — • 

"  Therefore  even  here  the  principle  of  the  fljdng 
triangle  has  not  been  in  fact  wholly  departed  from. 
This  modification  of  my  original  flights,  for  which 
the  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Bromley  (though  he  insisted 
on  hnking  my  name  with  it),  has  the  further  variation 
of  a  straight  instead  of  a  '  hooked  '  reverse,  which 
I  think  was  an  improvement  over  my  old  patterns, 
up  to  that  time  in  very  general  use.  It  made  the 
bait  spin  in  a  style  which  satisfied  the  Thames 
professional,  and  he  is  —  or  used  to  be  —  very 
difficult  indeed  to  satisfy  ! 

"  It  appears,  however,  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  finahty,  at  any  rate  in  fishing  tackle  ;  and  still 
later  experience  and  experiment  have  proved  to  me 
that  a  flight  can  be,  and  has  been,  constructed  on 
the  central-hnk  system  which  will  give  odds  at 
almost  all  points  both  to  the  Pennell-Bromley 
flight  and  to  the  purely  flying -triangle  flights, 
whether  of  my  own  or  anyone  else's  patterns.  With 
this  flight,  shown  in  the  illustration,  in  which  the 
triangles  are  both  whipped  on  to  the  central  Hnk 
(though  when  baited  the  bottom  triangle  flies  or 
hangs  loose),  the  baiting  is  effected  by  detaching  the 
lower  part  of  the  trace  from  the  upper  part,  which 
is  furnished  with  a  hook-swivel — or  rather  double- 
swivel — and,  by  means  of  a  baiting-needle,  passing 
it  through  the  vent  of  the  bait  and  bringing  it  out 
again  at  its  mouth.  The  trace  is  then  pulled  tight, 
so  that  the  shank  of  the  upper  triangle  is  hidden  in 
the  bait's  vent,  and  a  shght  curve  given  to  its  body  ; 
the  detached  part  of  the  trace  is  hooked  on  again  to 
the  swivel,  and  the  baiting  is  complete.  This  fhght 
(and  the  trace  in  '  skeleton  ')  is  shown  unbaited  and 
baited,  and  with  the  baiting -needle  bother  got  rid  of 
by  the  '  needle  '  being  made  to  form  part  and  parcel 
of  the  trace  itself.    {See  Fig.  1.) 

"  In  Fig.  2,  again,  there  is  shown  a  further  and 
very  excellent  variation  of  the  tackle,  in  which  the 
principal  weight  (lead)  is  placed  in  the  bait's  throat 
and  belly,  instead  of  on  the  trace  as  in  Fig.  1.  In 
this  case,  what  I  have  described  in  the  volume  on 
'  Salmon  Fishing  '  as  a  '  swivel-compeller,'  made  of 


lead  wire  (figured  at  top  of  cut  2),  is  used  instead  of 
the  ordinary  lead  for  the  purpose  of  compelhng  the 
proper  action  of  the  swvela,  and  so  avoiding  any 
kinking  or  twisting  of  the  main  fine  above  them. 

"  This  last  variation,  except  as  to  the  use  of  a 
swivel-compeller,  is  practically  the  same  as  that 
recommended  for  salmon-river  fishing  in  Vol.  I.,  and 
called  the  '  Dee  Minnow  Tackle,'  by  which  name- 
in  the  capacity  of  its  sponsor,  so  far  as  the  pubfic  is 
concerned — it  was  christened  by  me.  It  was  at  Mr. 
J.  Hope-Johnstone's  beautiful  seat  in  Dumfries- 
shire, Rae  Hills,  on  the  Annan,  that  I  owed  my  own 
introduction  to  it,  to  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble,  who 
showed  me  the  baiting  and  working.  He  used  no 
lead  on  the  trace.  Mr.  Grimble's  able  pen  has  since 
contributed  to  the  hterature  of  sport  some  excellent 
practical  volumes  both  on  salmon-fishing  and  deer- 
stalking. 

"  This  '  Dee  tackle  '  I  advocated  for  spinning  a 
minnow*  or  other  equally  small  bait ;  but  I  should 
probably  never  have  thought  of  applying  it,  in  its  en- 
larged and  (as  I  submit)  improved  form,  to  pike- 
fishing,  if  I  had  not  happened  to  see  a  central-hnk 
two-triangle  flight  used  most  effectively  two  or  three 
years  ago  at  Slapton  Ley,  that  very  interesting, 
semi-brackish  lagoon  or  lake  on  the  coast  of  Devon, 
which  breeds  an  almost  inconceivable  stock  of 
coarse  fish  (including  pike).  Indeed,  Slapton  Ley 
audits  hotel — the  '  Royal  Sands  '  Hotel — is  quite  an 
'  angler's  paradise  '  for  those  who  like  to  sit  in  a  boat, 
in  a  delightful  sea  air,  and  catch  any  number  of 
roach  and  perch — not  to  mention  rudd,  which, 
though  not  so  easily  caught,  are  produced  by  the 
Ley  in  the  greatest  perfection  and  size  that  I  know 
of  anywhere. 

"  But  this  is  digressing.  ;  .  It  was,  however, 
at  the  Ley  that  I  saw  the  two -triangle  fhght — so  far, 
that  is,  as  the  hook  part  of  it  is  concerned— used  by 
a  skilful  and  very  successful  pike-fisher,  Colonel 
C.  M.  Vilhers,  who  told  me  it  was  generally  adopted 
on  the  Ley,  and  who  also  showed  me  an  additional 
'  dodge  '  of  his  own,  which  could  be  used  in  the  case 
of  extra  large  baits,  and  consisted  in  a  loose  triangle 
with  gimp  loop  shpped  down  the  trace  after  baiting, 
so  that  it  hung  at  the  bait's  gills.  I  myself  do  not 
care  much  for  large  spinning-baits  at  any  time  if  I 
can  possibly  get  small  ones,  as  these  spin  better,  last 
longer,  hook  more  fish,  and  are  pleasanter  to  fish  with 
—and  accordingly  I  have  not  found  it  necessary  in 
my  own  experience  to  make  use  of  anything  beyond 
the  two  fixed  triangles.  Moreover,  although  the 
hooks  figured  in  the  illustrations  are  about  the  best 
size  for  a  small  dace  or  a  large  gudgeon  or  bleak — 
say,  5in.  from  point  of  nose  to  tip  of  tail-fin — yet, 
at  a  pinch,  I  have  used  these  fhghts  -with  the  same 
sized  hooks  both  for  smaller  and  considerably  larger 
baits — in  the  case  of  the  dace  from  4Jin.  up  to  6Jin., 
or  even  7in. — vnth.  very  satisfactory  results.  And 
this  of  itself  forms  a  not  unimportant  added  argu- 
ment in  their  favour,  as  contrasted  with  the  flying- 
triangle  fhghts,  where  it  was  practically  found  essen- 
tial to  keep  at  least  two  or  three  different  sized 
flights  in  the  trolhng  case. 

*'  With  extra  hea-vy  baits,  heavier  leads,  whether 
belly-leads  or  trace-leads,  or  both,  should  be  used. 
More  lead  wire  should  be  uncoiled  from  the  '  swivel- 
compeller,'  and  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  add  a 
second  double-s-wivel  hooked  on  to  the  flrst.  Almost 
any  sort  of  bait — even  roach  and  perch — can  be 
made  to  spin  more  or  less  on  this  flight — anyhow 
better  than  on  any  other  I  know  of  ;  but  in  the  case 
of  dace  and  gudgeon  (and  dace  for  preference) — the 
baits  par  excellence  for  spinning — it  produces  a  really 
brilhant  and  highly  artistic  spin,  while  making  the 
baits  last  decidedly  longer  than  they  do  with  the 
flying  triangle  fhghts.  Not  infrequently  the  bait 
runs  up  the  hue  when  a  fish  is  hooked,  and  thus 
sometimes  survives  two  or  three  encounters  before 
being  put  out  of  action.  One  day  last  year  (1902) 
when  fishing  the  Hampshire  Avon,  I  caught,  -with 
only  ten  or  a  dozen  baits,  sixteen  pike  ranging  up  to 
151b.  If  I  had  had  plenty  of  smaller  baits  I  think  I 
might  very  likely  have  doubled  the  basket,  or 
nearly,  "f 

"  The  drawback  to  the  flight  in  its  original  or 


*  This  is  a  mistake — I  see  I  advocate  it  for  pike, 
etc.,  in  Vol.  I.— H.  C  P. 

t  It  seems  a  pity  some  sj'stem  is  not  adopted 
between  the  bait  purveyors  on  one  side  and  the 
railway  lines  on  the  other,  by  -which  adequate 
supplies  of  proper-sized  baits  could  be  sent  down 
in  aerating  cans  or  tanks  to  the  different  angling 
centres,  where  they  would  be  easily  kept  alive,  and 
whence  supplies  might  be  locally  obtained. 
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Fig.  1. — Central- Link  Flight  with  Pennell  Trace. 

Showing  also  Baiting-needle  detached  from  Trace.    (Baiting-needle,  Regd.  No.  41C122.) 

[Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  ilazette  will  doubtless  recognise  in  the  make-up  and  method  of  using  this  tackle  the  old  Storr's 
fliglit,  used  first  by  an  angler  of  that  name  on  the  Stoke  Newington  reservoirs  in  the  sixties.  But  of  Mr.  Pennell  it  may  be  truly 
said,  "nihil  If.ligit  quod  mm  oin  tvit."  It  will  be  seen  liow  ingeniously  he  has  made  that  necessary  nuisance  the  liaiting-needle  an 
integral  part  of  the  spinning  trace.  I  would  suggest  to  him  whether  it  might  not  still  further  simplify  matters  if  his  baiting-needle 
was  made  with  the  metal  loop  at  both  ends,  as  this  would  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  whipping  one  eod  to  the  gut  or  gimp  on 
which  the  hooks  are  mounted,  and  al  once  add  to  its  strength  and  interchangeability.  In  Storr's  flight  the  top  triangle  is  much 
larger  than  the  lower  one.  The  motion  imparted  to  the  bait  by  this  flight  is  not  a  brilliant  spin,  but  a  decidedly  attractive 
wobble.— R.  B.  SlAKSTON.] 

CZn^s^^^'^^wmmmwiitiir  ..........uiM— ....«■».- ...  ^ 


Fig.  2. — Central-Link  Flight,  with  Belly-Lead,  "  Swivel-Compeller,"  and 
Trace-Baiting  Needle. 


A  New  Abtificiai,  Spinner:  "The  Flange." 

Method  of  Baitinj. — The  flanges  should  be  opened,  and  th?  lead  pushed  down  through  the  mouth  of  the  bait  as  far  as  it  will  go, 
so  that  the  hooked  flanges  can  bi  tlirust  (pressed)  througli  each  side  of  the  bait's  head  l)elaw  the  gill-covers,  as  in  the  illustration  ; 
one  hook  of  the  middle  treble  is  then  to  be  inserted  in  the  back,  and  if  it  is  so  inserted  so  as  to  give  the  bait  a  slight  crook  or 
bend,  this  will  generally  be  found  to  improve  its  spinning. 


'Slapton  Ley  •  form  ■was,  of  course,  the  detaching  of 
the  flight  every  time  it  was  rebaited,  invoKang  the 
use  of  a  separate  baiting-needle,  which  had  a  habit 
of  disappearing  at  the  critical  moment,  and,  when 
found,  in  any  case  took  time  to  attach  to  the  trace. 
In  order  to  get  over  this  difficulty  I  have  had  some 
exceedingly  '  fine  '  substitutes  for  baiting-needles 
made  (see  Fig.  1),  and  these  I  attach  (lap,  end  on, 
like  a  hook)  to  the  top  of  the  lower  part  of  the  trace, 
of  which  they  thus  form  an  integral  part.  By  this 
means  the  baiting-needle  diificulty  practically  dis- 
appears. Messrs.  William  Bartleet  &  Sons,  Red- 
ditch  (manufacturers  of  my  eyed  hooks),  who  made 
these  '  needles  '-  for  me  and  who  have  the  registered 
jjattems,  are  prepared  to  supply  them  to  fishing- 
tackle  makers,  through  whom  pike  fishers  can 
obtain  them.  They  are  rust- proof  and  highly 
tempered  like  fish-hook  steel,  of  which  in  fact  they 
are  made.  In  substance  also  they  resemble  the 
wre  of  a  No.  8  or  9  hook.  Thus  they  are  really 
very  little  thicker  than  medium-sized  gimp,  and 
when  a  gimp  trace  is  used  would  be  unnoticeable 
unless  on  close  examination. 

"  Neither  the  inclusion  of  the  baiting-needle  in  the 
trace  nor  the  transference  of  the  lead  from  the 
trace  to  the  bait  is,  however,  an  essential  to  the 
tackle,  which  may  be  used  with  a  simple  trace-lead, 
and  no  lead  in  the  bait  itself,  Uke  an  ordinary 
flight. 

•'Indeed,  if  it  be  desired  to  spin  very  'fight,'  the 
lead  both  on  the  trace  and  in  the  bait  can  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  '  swivel-compeller '  alone 
employed.  In  this  case  (and,  perhaps,  always  in 
the  case  of  small-sized  baits)  it  seems  very  fikely 
that  a  single  triangle,  instead  of  two  triangles, 
would  be  found  to  be  all  that  was  really  requisite  ; 
and  if  so,  there  would  result  added  '  fineness  '  and 
simplicity.  Of  course  the  one  triangle  employed 
would  be  inserted  in  the  bait's  vent,  fike  the  upper 
of  the  two  triangles  in  the  flight  figured  (Figs.  1  and 
2).  I  am  hoping  for  an  early  opportunity  of  gi-vdng 
this  idea  a  thorough  practical  trial. 

"  For  very  '  deep  '  spinning  both  the  belly-lead 
and  trace-lead  can  be  employed  at  the  same  time. 

"  Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  position  of 
the  lead  in  the  bait's  belly  has,  perhaps,  some  advan- 
tage over  the  trace-lead,  inasmuch  as  the  bait  is 
thus  brought  do-wn  lowest  in  the  water,  and  there- 
fore probably  nearest  to  the  mouth  of  the  pike. 
Also  it  admits  of  being,  so  to  speak,  '  dipped  in  and 
out '-  of  holes  and  '  runs  '  between  weeds,  etc.,  in 
rivers,  where  baits  with  the  lead  on  the  trace  -will 
not  so  easily  penetrate,  although  unfortunately  the 
lead  itself  will. 

"  To  sum  up  :  I  can  say,  -without  exaggeration, 
that  since  I  have  adopted  the  tackle  with  its 
attached  baiting-needle,  etc.,  my  pleasure  in 
spinning  has  been  doubled  .  i  .  as  was  also 
my  pleasure  in  fly-fishing  due  to  the  eyed  hook. 

"  Aetificial  Spinners. 

"  Of  these  '  first  aids  '•  to  the  weak-kneed  there 
have  been  inventions  many  and  mysterious,  and 
there  ^^dll  doubtless  be  many  more  before  perfection 
(if  that  be  altogether  desirable  in  what  is  at  best 
but  a  makeshift)  is  reached.  Some  of  these  spin- 
ning machines  appear  to  be  in  demand,  however, 
and  are  largely  advertised,  but  as  I  cannot  truly 
say  anything  in  their  favour  of  my  own  experience,' 
I  will  hold  my  peace.  Nor  will  I  rejoice  with  them 
that  rejoice  even  over  my  o\^^l  banthng,  which 
Farlow  has  registered  and  catalogues  as  the 
'  Perfect  Spinning  FUght,'  in^  regard  to  which 
encomium  I  am  fike  Temiyson's  '  Coquette,'  who 
only  '  takes  the  praise  and  thinks  no  more  - ;  but 
it  may  be  admitted  that  if  there  are  to  be  such  con- 
trivances they  may  as  well  be  (at  least  to  some 
slight  extent)  efficient.  "- 

All  who  use  spinning  baits  mil,  I  am  sure,  be 
much  interested  in  these  extracts  from  the  new 
edition  of  Mr.  Pennell's  book,  which  is  now  to  be 
had  for  the  very  modest  price  of  6s.,  and  mil  doubt- 
less soon  be  in"^its  tenth  edition.  In  my  opinion  it 
is  the  best  general  book  on  the  subject.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  INIr.  Pennell  favours  the 
idea  of  doing  away  -with  all  but  one  triangle— that 
near  the  centre  of  the  bait.  If  he  finds  in  actual 
practice  that  a  tail  hook  is  necessary,  I  would 
suggest  the  trial  of  a  single  hooh  there  in  place  of  a 
triangle.  For  more  than  twenty  years  I  have 
rarely  used  more  than  one  triangle  when  using  an 
artificial  bait,  and  that  at  the  tail.  I  am  sure  that 
the  fewer  the  hook  points  there  are  to  get  in  the 
greater  the  chance  there  is  of  getting  the  fish  out. 

^  R;  aiAKSTON, 
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WET-FLY  FISHING  IN  ENGLAND 
IN  1823. 


I  HAVE  to  thank  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  author  of  that 
capital  work  "  Wet-Fly  Fishing,"-  which  has  been 
so  splendidly  reviewed  "by  the  Press,  for  the  loan  of 
a  most  interesting  and  scarce  engraving,  from 
which  I  give  reproductions  in  this  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  had  never  seen  the  engraving 
before,  and  was  much  interested 
to  see  another  copy  of  it  recently 
at  Mr.  W.  D.  Coggeshall's  house, 
and  to  learn  from  him  that  it 
was  one  of  a  series  of  sixteen 
sporting  scenes  pubUshed  be- 
tween 1820  and  1825  by  R. 
Pollard  and  Sons,  of  "  Holloway, 
near  London." 

The  engravings  which  I  have 
called  "  Wet  -  Fly  Fishing  in 
England  in  1823"  are  on  one 
plate  in  the  original,  but  I  had 
to  divide  them,  between  the 
angler  sitting  on 'the  rock  and 
the  angler  wading,  to  get  them 
in  without  reduction. 

These  old  pictures  of  fishing 
are  most  interesting,  and  this  is 
one  of  the  best  I  have  seen,  and 
is  worth  framing  and  hanging  in 
every  angler's  den  or  angling 
inn.  The  drawing  is  good  and 
evidently  from  hfe,  and  prove 
to  me  that  there  is  not  so  much 
difference  between  anglers  of 
the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  and  those  of  this  as 
some  people  imagine.  Look  at 
the  alert  and  vigorous  figure  of 
the  angler  wading  :  he  is  draw- 
ing more  line  off  his  winch  with 
the  left  hand  before  making 
another  cast,  and  he  casts  boldly 
over  the  intervening  rocks ;  his 
eyes  are  on  his  flies,  his  rod  is 


Francis's  remarks  about  multipliers  put  me  out  of 
conceit  with  it. 

The  angler  sitting  on  the  rock  looks  as  if  he  was 
spinning  a  minnow  as  he  holds  the  rod  with  both 
hands  ;  he  carries  a  b>isiness-like  bag  on  his  back 
in  place  of  the  wicker  creel  shown  in  the  other 
picture.  Then  the  angler  kneeling  has  what  looks 
hke  a  tin  bait  kettle,  and  is  evidently  having  a  joke 
with  his  friend  as  to  how  the  deuce  he  is  to  get  that 
fine  trout  into  the  can.  R.  B.  Marston. 


Wet-Fly  Fxshing  in  England  in  1823. 

{From  the  engraving  ''published  Jane  2,  1823,  by  11.  Pollard  a-  Sun^  UAlo'd-atj, 


ford  s  new  book,  giving  an  account  of  his  hfe  as  an 
angler  ;  and  doubly  pleasant  will  they  be  if  the  copy 
IS  one  of  the  hundred  large  paper  copies.  Mr; 
Semor  contributes  a  capital  introduction,  in  which 
he  happily  points  out  the  idleness  of  the  talk  of 
dry  versus  wet,"  as  there  is  "  room  for  all,  and  as 
much  skill  imperative  for  the  one  as  for  the  other; 
.    .    ;    In  one  respect  the  wet-fly  has  an  un- 
doubted advantage  in  the  great  elasticity  it  offers 
m  the  matter  of  rules.    The  dry-fly  method  is  clear 
and  concise  ;  there  are  different 
ways  of  achieving  it,  but  the 
one  tiling  needful  is  to  float 
the  proper  fly  over  the  fish  in 
a  natural  fashion. ' '    I  am  sorry 
that  Mr.    Senior  overlooked 
Charles   Cotton  in  his  brief 
enumeration  of   the  apostles 
of  fly  fishing.     Probably  he 
intended  it  as  included  in  his 
mention  of   "  The  Compleat 
Angler."     Mr.  Senior  points 
out  that  Mr.  Half ord  has  never 
claimed  to  have  invented  diy-- 
fly  fishing.     "  Mr.  Hall's  eyed 
hooks,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  first 
book,  '  Floating  Fhes,'  pricked 
him  to  endeavour.     No  one 
knew  better  than  he  that  the 
dry-fly   had    been   heard  of 
long  ago,  and  even  specified 
by  that  name.    I  may  cite  one 
instance  in  '  The  Vade  Mecum 
of  Fly-fishing  for  Trout,'  by! 
Pulman,  author  of  that  charm-* 
ing  work  '  The  Book  of  the 
Axe.'     Writing  in  1850,  he 
advised  :    '  Let  a  dry-fly  be 
substituted  for  the  wet  one, 
the  fine  switched  a  few  times 
through  the  air  to  throw  oft" 
its  superabundant  moistureV  a 
judicious  cast  made  just  above 
the  rising  fish,  and   the  fly 
allowed  to  float  towards  and 
near  London.")  over  them,  and  the  chances  are 


Wet-Fly  Fishing  in  England  in  1823. 

{From  the  engraving  '•published  June  2,  1823,  by  R.  Pollard  <t-  Sons,  mioway.  near  London.") 


held  with  the  forefinger  extended  along  the 
butt,  which  was  S.  S.  Marryat's  favourite 
grip;  He  does  not  look  as  if  he  was  a  duffer, 
and  as  for  waterproof  waders  they  were  un- 
heard of  in  those  days,  and  he  simply  wades 
in  his  boots  and  leggings.  The  rods  used  are 
long,  light,  and  pliant  (see  that  of  the  angler 
in  the  background  playing  a  fish),  and  the 
reels  are  evidently  the  long  barrel  brass  multi- 
pliers once  so  popular.  As  a  youngster  I  used 
one  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  until  Francis 


MR.  HALFORD'S  "AN  ANGLER'S 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY."  * 


Very  pleasant  indeed  will  be  the  leisure  hours  of 
the  angler  who  is  a  dry-fly  man  and  has  the  good 
fortune  to  possess  a  copy  of  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Hal- 

*  "  An  Angler's  Autobiography."  By  Frederic 
M.  Halford,  with  an  Introduction  by  William  Senior, 
editor  of  the  Field.  (Illustrated.)  "London  :  Vinton 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  9,  New  Bridge-street. 


that  it  will  be  seized  as  readily  as  a  hving  insect.'  " 
I  have  noted  many  instances  of  early  references  to 
dry-fly  fishing,  but  I  do  not  seem  to  remember  this 
most  interesting  one  given  by  Mr.  Senior. 

Mr.  Halford  begins  at  the  beginning,  and  tells  of 
the  happy  days  of  boyhood  and  youth.  At  one 
time  he  did  a  good  deal  of  Thames  fishing,  and  had 
great  sport  fishing  in  the  Nottingham  style  with 
Thomas  Rosewell  in  Halhford  Deep,  and  in  other 
reaches  between  Henley  and  Twickenham.  Then 
we  have  a  chapter  of  sea-fishing  reminiscences  with 
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fsome  hints  which  even  the  British  sea-angler  of 
to-day  might  find  useful.  Mr.  Halford,  forty  years 
ago,  discovered  the  advantages  of  sea-fishing  -nith 
rod  and  reel  and  fine  tackle.  Thames  trout-fishing 
at  one  time  was  followed  with  zest  until  "the  attrac- 
tion of  fly-fishing,  and  especially  dry-fly  fishing, 
gradually  impelled  me  to  drop  all  other  forms  of 
sport  to  follow  that  which  may  fairly  be  described 
as  more  scientific  and  more  engrossing  than  any 
other."  This  brings  us  to  the  chapter  on  "  The 
Wandle,"  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the  whole 
book. 

My  first  Wandle  trout  were  caught  in  what  was 
then  ilr.  McRae's  water  at  Beddington  Corner  in 
1864  or  1865  with  flies  which  I  made  myself  with 
india-rubber  bodies — the  india-rubber  obtained  from 
the  webbing  of  the  elastic  side  boots  which  were 
then  in  fashion.  Nearly  forty  years  after  I  had 
a  letter  from  a  schoolfellow,  now  in  South  Africa, 
reminding  me  of  his  seeing  me  sitting  up  in  bed  soon 
after  daybreak  dressing  fhes.  As  Mr.  Halford  say.s, 
at  that  time  the  Wandle  was  a  beautifully  clear  trout 
stream ;  most  of  it  has  been  long  since  ruined  by 
Croydon  and  other  sewage  and  sewage  refuse.  It 
was  in  May,  1868.  that  Mr.  Halford  got  his  first  trout 
with  the  fly  ;  the  patterns  he  mentions  will  bring 
back  pleasant  memories  to  old  Wandleians.  What 
a  pity  it  is  that  that  once  deUghtful  river  so  close  to 
London  has  been  so  terribly  misused.  The  next 
chapter  is  about  salmon-fishing  in  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  and  then  a  short  one  on  "  Fishing  the  Sunk 
Fly,"  and  then  we  come  to  the  chapters  on 
Houghton  and  dry  -  fly  fishing  on  the  Test, 
Itchen,  Kennet,  etc,  "  Truly,"  as  Mi-.  Halford 
says,  "  Houghton  was  a  pleasant  place  to  five  near. 
Words  fail  to  express  adequately  the  feeling  of 
dehght  those  never-to-be-forgotten  da5's  and  even- 
ings on  glorious  Testside  created."  How  keenly 
will  all  who  know  the  lovely  valleys  of  the  Test  and 
Itchen  appreciate  the  enthusiasm  with  which  JMi'. 
Halford  writes  about  them  and  the  fishing— and 
the  great  times  with  Marryat,  "  South  West," 
Francis  Francis,  T,  J.  Mann,  and  other  famous 
anglers.  It  will  always  be  a  pleasant  memory  with 
me  that  I  was  able  to  make  up  over  a  little  lunch  in 
London  a  fall-out  between  Mr.  Halford  and  our 
late  mutual  friend  Mr,  INIann,  I  felt  it  was  a  thou- 
sand pities  two  of  the  best  fishermen  and  men  I  ever 
met  should  agree  to  disagree  about  a  really  quite 
petty  matter — in  which  the  blame,  if  blame  there 
was,  was  not  on  IMi-.  Halford's  side.  It  is  also  plea- 
sant to  think  that  I  was  able  to  help  Mr.  Halford  in 
the  bringing  out  of  his  first  and  not  least  successful 
books,  "  Floating  Fhes  and  How  to  Dress  Them," 
and  "  Dry-Fly  Fishing  in  Theoiy  and  Practice  " — 
many  were  the  confabs  and  great  the  correspon- 
dence we  had  before  they  hatched  out  so  successfully. 

One  regret  I  have  felt  in  reachng  this  delightful 
book  is  that  so  manj^  of  the  good  and  true  anglers 
mentioned  in  it  are  no  longer  with  us.  In  Iiis  last 
chapter  Mr.  Halford  says : — "I  trust  that  my 
readers  will  not  be  bored  if  I  conclude  this  book  with 
some  reflections  of  a  somewhat  personal  nature.  The 
early  years  of  my  life  as  an  angler  have  been  set 
forth  from  memory,  and  the  later  portions  from 
notes  in  my  diaries.  I  am  now  in  my  sixtieth  year, 
and  from  the  age  of  six  have  striven  to  learn  some- 
thing of  fishing  in  all  its  branches.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four  my  introduction  to  the  Wandle  first 
brought  prominently  to  my  mind  the  art  of  fishing 
the  diy-fly.  At  the  outset  it  fascinated  me,  and 
since  those  days  I  have  never  for  a  moment  wavered 
in  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  highest  conceivable  form 
of  spot  t. 

"  Like  most  men  I  have  had  joys  and  troubles, 
prosperity  and  adversity,  pleasure  and  disappoint- 
ment ;  some  few  of  my  aspirations  have  been 
attained,  and  more  have  proved  to  be  beyond  my 
reach  ;  but  in  all  phases  and  at  all  times  the 
so-called  '  fishing  fever,'  or  incentive  to  lead  an 
active,  healthy  Ufe  in  the  open  air  at  the  riverside, 
has  been  an  infallible  tonic.  Lonely  we  must  be 
all  at  times,  but  the  most  lonely  of  aU  men  is  the  one 
who  has  devoted  the  last  years  of  his  Ufe  to  a  profes- 
sion or  business,  and  when  weary  and  worn  he 
retires  from  his  work  to  find  that  he  has  no  other 
resource  or  interest  in  hfe  to  follow." 

Then,  after  briefly  glancing  at  the  multifarious 
ways  in  which  anghng  pro%'ides  delight,  he  says  : — 
"  During  the  long  sei-ies  of  years  I  have  met  many 
fellow  enthusiasts  on  the  banks  of  the  chalk  streams. 
Some  of  them  have  only  been  casual  acquaintances, 
many,  however,  have  been  intimate  ;  and  a  chosen 
few  have  been  numbered  among  my  best  and 
dearest  friends.     Of  those  named  in  this  book,  | 
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too  many,  alas  !  have  passed  away,  but  it  is  a  con- 
solation to  me  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  no  case  do 
I  remember  having  made  an  enemy,  or  having 
cause  to  regret  the  instinct  that  has  guided  me  to 
foregather  -vvith  a  brother  angler,  I  can  sum  up 
my  conclusions  as  to  the  commendation  of  angling 
in  the  words  of  Izaak  Walton  in  the  first  chapter 
of  his  '  Compleat  Angler.'  " 

It  is  doubly  pleasant  to  find  the  President  of  the 
Fly-Fishers'  Club,  and  author  of  the  best  of  all  our 
modem  books  on  fly-fishing  and  flies,  concludes  his 
latest,  but  I  hope  not  last,  work  with  that  charming 
and  often  quoted  commendation  of  Walton,  begin- 
ning, "  The  question  is  rather,"  etc.,  etc. 

I  must  end  this  brief  glance  at  Mr.  Halford's 
"  Autobiography  "  with  a  word  of  unstinted  praise 
for  the  beauty  of  the  get-up  and  attractiveness  of  ■ 
the  many  illustrations.  As  my  wife  who  has  l)een 
looking  at  it  says,  they  are  "  lovely."  I  only  wish 
that  Ml-,  Halford  had  let  himself  go  a  little  oftener 
in  descriptions  of  the  delights  of  riverside  scenery  ; 
there  are  bits  here  and  there  which  prove  how  well 
he  could  do  it  if  he  would. 

The  book  is  so  modestly  written,  so  full  of  enthu- 
siasm, so  entertaining  as  well  as  instructive,  that  he 
must  indeed  be.  as  Walton  says,  a  "  sour-com- 
plexioned  man  "  who  will  not  be  pleased  \vith  it, 
and  I  warmly  recommend  it  to  all  who  love  angling. 
There  is  not  a  word  in  it  to  which  the  disciples  of  the 
wet-fly  style  can  take  exception.  As  Mr.  Senior 
says,  "  The  debt,  therefore,  which  we  owe  to  the 
author  is  indeed  great."  R.  B.  Marston. 


SUMMEK  FISHING  AT  HOLKHAM, 
NOEFOLK. 

HoLKHAM  is  in  the  north-west  corner  of  Norfolk 
— a  tiny  railway  station,  a  vast  extent  of  cultivated 
marsh-land  on 'one  side,  a  charming  model  village 
on  the  other  ;  and  when  you  have  breasted  the 
gentle  slope  and  passed  through  the  park  gates,  a 
scene  of  rural  beauty  meets  the  eye.  An  ay  down 
in  the  hollow  nestles  Holkham  Hall,  the  residence  of 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  K.G. 
The  road  to  the  right  and  a  few  minutes  v.^iU  suffice 
to  carry  us  to  the  lake.  What  a  deUcious  bit  of 
scenery  it  is,  especially  when  the  chestnuts  are  in 
bloom.  This  upper  end  or  head  of  the  lake  is  well 
wooded,  but  the  position  of  the  trees  allows  ample 
room  for  casting  from  the  bank.  I  have  spent 
many  a  happy  hour  here  in  company  with  an  old 
and  valued  friend,  the  late  vicar,  and  we  have  been 
in  at  the  death  of  many  a  gallant  fish.  Pike  are 
both  numerous  and  large,  and  fierce  fighters.  There 
is  a  legend — aye,  and  more  than  a  legend — that  the 
record  fish  scaled  39lb.  Ye  gods  !  think  of  it  !  He 
was  hooked  and  broke  away  with  a  few  yards  of 
line  and  a  float.  Two  or  three  days  later  he  was 
observed,  and  the  end  of  the  Une  being  secm-ed,  was 
ignominiously  towed  behind  a  boat  by  one  of  the 
keepers,  and  hauled  ashore  in  shallow  water.  After 
being  duly  weighed,  he  was  placed  in  the  basin  of 
the  large  fountain  on  the  terrace,  and  what  ulti- 
mately befell  him  goodness  knows. 

About  four  years  since  I  also  hooked  a  fish  which 
broke  away  with  some  twenty  yards  of  line  and  a 
float.  I  got  him  the  next  day,  but  such  a  brute  ! 
His  huge  head,  accentuated  by  the  meagreness  of  his 
attenuated  body,  seemed  the  bigger  part  of  him  ; 
there  must  have  been  something  radically  wrong, 
or  else  he  was  an  abnormally  late  spawner,  for  a 
"  dirtier  kelt  "  it  has  never  been  my  bad  fortune  to 
run  across.  Nearer  four  feet  in  length  than  three, 
he  weighed  only  a  trifle  over  121b. 

The  head  of  the  lake,  round  which  the  road  runs, 
is  the  favoured  haunt  of  pike  anglers.-  There  is 
six  or  eight  feet  of  water  close  in  shore,  and  a  nice 
belt  of  reeds  which  gives  harbour  to  Esox  and  his 
prey.  Here  it  was  the  late  Mi'.  John  Davidson,  for 
many  years  chief  in  the  Estate  Office,  assured  me — 
and  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  doubt  his  word — 
that  he  grassed  thirty  fish  in  an  afternoon,  ^^-ithin  a 
stretch  of  two  or  three  bundled  yards,  all  faUing 
victims  to  his  deadly  spoon.  Here  it  was  that, 
without  moving  from  the  spot,  I  had  twelve  runs, 
taking  seven,  and  was  broken  in  the  thirteenth,  as 
before  related.  Here  it  was  that  the  late  vicar,  the 
Rev.  W.  F.  G.  Sandwith,  curiously  captured  a  lOi^-- 
pounder  through  its  teeth  getting  hung  up  in  the 
meshes  of  my  landing-net  ;  and  stiU  more  curiously 
on  another  occasion,  making  a  wild  dive  ^vith  a  net, 
succeeded  in  retrieving  a  14-pounder  that  had  just 
broken  ]VIr.  Brodie  Hoare. 
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You  would  have  considered  it  remarkable  had 
you  seen  the  net — little  more  than  a  child's  toy, 
v\  ith  an  abnormal  length  of  bag  and  the  weak  wire 
ring  only  large  enough  to  slip  up  the  pike's  body. 
This  it  did  from  the  tail  to  the  gills,  and  Esox  was 
fairly  strait-waistcoated. 

Perch  fishing  is  as  good  if  not  better  than  that  for 
pike.  Three-pounders  are  not  uncommon — I  fancy 
I  see  some  of  your  mouths  watering — and  there  are 
plenty  of  one  and  two  pounders.  They  are  fre- 
quently caught  when  hve-baiting  for  pike  with  a 
small  roach,  and  also  fall  victims  with  a  large  worm 
on  a  fair-sized  hook  ;  but  perhaps  the  most  fascinat- 
ing and  sporting  method  is  paternostering  with  a 
minnow  or  small  roach.  If  you  are  successful  in 
taking  one  good  perch,  do  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  leave 
the  spot  ;  search  it  carefully,  and  you  will  more 
than  probably  l)e  rewarded  with  its  fellow. 

About  roach  fishing  I  cannot  give  much  informa- 
tion nor  encouragement.  Small  ones  from  tliree  to 
four  inches  there  are  in  thousands,  but  anything 
over  that  I  have  never  seen  taken.  Perhaps  the 
attention  of  the  pike  and  perch  famiUes  is  too  close 
to  admit  of  their  arrival  at  maturity  in  any  quantity.- 
On  one  occasion,  and  one  onlv,  I  saw  a  large  roach. 
My  eldest  boy  (who  is  noM'  soldiering  for  his  country 
and  his  sins  in  the  Bermudas,  where  he  tells  me  he 
gets  capital  sport  in  the  anghng  hue)  hooked  it,  and 
on  trying  to  yank  it  out  the  hold  gave  way.  I  saw 
it  distinctly,  and  estimated  it  at  nearly  21b, 

The  bream  fishing  is,  I  should  say,  almost  un- 
approachable. Great  bronze  beggars  as  big  as 
domestic  bellows  and  scaling  from  41b.  to  61b.  are 
numerous,  and  when  fairly  on  the  feed  afford  excel- 
lent sport.  The  garden-fly  is  the  favourite  lure, 
but  it  must  be  large,  as  also  the  hook.  The  record 
fish  of  this  species,  so  far  as  I  know,  fell  to  the  rod 
of  Ml-.  Claude  Sandwith.  Its  exact  weight  I  cannot 
remember,  but  know  that  it  was  over  71b. 

When  tench  are  in  the  mood  they  give  capital 
sport.  On  one  occasion  I  saw  the  schoolmaster  of 
an  adjacent  village,  who  is  an  ardent  and  skilful 
angler,  land  thirteen — all  sizeable  fish.  Not  a  bad 
afternoon's  performance.  EeLs  are  sometimes 
strongly  in  evidence,  and  I  have  taken  some  large 
ones  up  to  4flb. 

And  all  this  fine  fishing  is  free— absolutely  free 
for  the  asking  !  Of  course  permission  must  be 
courteously  applied  for— that  goes  without  saying— 
but  the  noble  o-mier  is  generosity  itself  in  the 
matter.  I  would  suggest  to  anyone  contemplating 
paying  this  lake — which  covers  about  80  acres — a 
visit  to  apply  for  leave  a  week  or  so  in  advance,  so 
as  to  minimise  the  risk  of  any  delay. 

This  is  essentially  summer  fishing.  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  bliss  unalloyed  ;  and  here  is  where 
the  httle  rift  comes  in.  Lord  Leicester  wiU  not 
allow  anghng  during  the  best  part  of  the  year— the 
winter  months.  It  might  possibly  interfere  -oath 
the  covert  shootmg  ;  it  might  possibly  disturb  the 
\^ald-fowl ;  anyhow,  his  lordship  thinks  so.  and  as 
he  is  master  of  the  situation  we  must  bow  to  the 
inevitable  and  thank  our  lucky  stars,  and  him,  for 
the  privileges  we  aheady  enjoy. 

A  word  or  two  as  to  gear,  etc.  A  good  pike-rod 
with  suitable  line  and  reel,  and  a  hght,  stiff  cane 
ten  to  twelve  feet  in  length,  with  a  medium  silk 
Une,  dressed  or  undressed,  -nail  suffice.  Take  a  few 
spare  traces,  casts,  baits,  etc.,  and  plenty  of  good 
hooks,  and  see  that  they  are  sound  and  strong,  for 
you  are  likely  to  get  into  heavy  fish  and  they  are 
game  fighters  in  this  water.  It  is  well  to  have 
spare  tackle  with  you,  as  there  are  three  or  four 
tricky  places  that  wiW  repay  careful  searching  ;  it 
is  not  an  uncommon  experience  to  leave  a  spoon  or 
two  behind  you  as  a  memento  of  your  visit ;  and 
it  is  impossible  to  replace  it  in  the  district.  A 
large  lancUng-net  and  gaff  wiU  be  of  ser\ice,  as  also 
mil  be  your  crei4,  for  carrying  tackle,  sandmches, 
etc,  :  but  if  the  fish  are  at  all  on  the  move  it  wiU 
be  useless  for  its  legitimate  purpose — a  clothes- 
basket  would  be  more  appropriate. 

As  to  ground-bait,  I  find  a  whole  hnseed-cake 
placed  in  the  swim  the  best.  It  is  very  attractive 
and  lasting,  and  the  fish  are  unable  to  gorge  them- 
selves as  they  do  with  others. 

Excellent  lodgings  can  be  obtained  in  the  beau- 
tiful Uttle  model  viUage,  which  also  boasts  an  hotel, 
the  Victoria,  or  at  a  neighbouring  farm.  Should 
the  peace  and  quietness  be  too  pronounced,  a  two- 
mile  tramp,  or  the  railway,  ^viU  take  you  to  Wells- 
next-the-Sea,  an  old-fashioned  Uttle  town,  whose 
narrow  streets  and  quaint  houses  are  redolent  of 
the  days  when  smuggUng  was  in  its  glory.  There 
you  can  take  your  choice  of  lodgings  or  tliree  hotels. 
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the  Railway,  Globe,  and  Grown.-  Let  me  accom- 
pany you  to  the  latter,  where  you  will  get  a  good 
diiuier  and  a  bottle  of  good  wine.  Mrs.  Hora  is  a 
most  charming  and  delightful  hostess.  And  there 
I  will  leave  you  in  good  hands,  feeling  assured  that 
even  after  the  blankest  of  days  you  will  find  Ufe 
still  worth  living.  X.  S.  R. 


ST.  ANTHONY'S  SEEMON. 

St.  Anthony  in  his  holy  zeal 

Came  to  the  river  side. 
To  preach  to  the  httle  fishes 

On  the  wickedness  of  pride; 

The  kingfisher  was  diving 

Down  from  the  willow-stump  ; 

The  swallows  gay  were  skimming 
Over  the  osier-clump. 

The  bulrushes  were  nodding 

In  an  assenting  way. 
The  water-flags  were  wading 

Out  from  each  shallow  bay  ; 

As  the  Saint  in  his  long  brown  mantle 
Down  through  the  osiers  came. 

And  called  to  all  the  Uttle  fish. 
And  summoned  them  by  name. 

The  dace,  in  clouds  of  silver. 

Came  clustering  in  fear  ; 
And  after  them  the  gudgeons 

Swam  jostling  to  hear. 


The  eels  sped  twisting,  twining. 

Next  the  perch  with  his  orange  fin  ; 

The  surly  pike  and  the  barbel. 
The  bleak  so  gentle  and  thin. 

The  big  trout  crimson-spotted, 
Flapping  his  nimble  tail ; 
.  And  the  supple,  silvery  salmon. 
Cased  in  his  phant  mail. 

He  touched  not  at  their  special  sins. 

But  preached  of  avarice. 
Of  homicide,  and  theft,  and  all 

Those  forms  of  wickedness. 

At  simony  and  bigamy 

He  launched  full  many  a  text, 

Until  the  finny  people 

Wondered  what  would  come  next. 

Then  the  Saint  his  congregation 
Dismissed,  and  homeward  went. 

Both  the  holy  man  and  his  hearers 
Each  in  their  way  content. 

— Walter  Thoknbtjby. 


FISHING  IN  A  TIDAL  EIVEK. 


Thbre  are  so  many  anglers — good,  bad,  and 
indifferent — who  woukl  he  quite  at  a  loss  what  to 
do  in  attempting  to  fish  a  tidal  river  for  the  first 
time,  T  trust  the  following  hints,  the  result  of  a 
long  experience,  will  not  be  out  of  place.  The  great 
mistake  these  anglers  make  is  in  fishing  at  the  wrong 
part  of  the  tide.  I  have  often  seen  an  angler 
wasting  valuable  time  in  trying  to  find  another 
swim  wlien,  had  lie  studied  the  l  iver.  lie  should  have 
been  fishing.  Two  or  three  years  ago  I  was  asto- 
nished to  see  a  friend  walking  leisurely  along  just 
as  the  tide  had  turned.  I  called  out  to  him, 
"  Don't  you  think  you  ought  to  be  fishing — the 
tide  is  flowing  back  ?  "  "  Is  it  ?  "  he  said ;  "  I  really 
had  not  noticed  it,"  and,  thanking  me,  he  passed  on. 
I  afterwards  discovered  that  before  lie  had  found 
another  pitch  I  was  catching  bream  fast.  To  make 
a  move  just  before  the  tide  began  to  ebb  was  the 
very  worst  thing  to  do. 

'Lfind  it  an  excellent  plan  to  place  a  stone  on  the 
edge  of  the  water,  and  take  notice  when  it  recedes, 
for  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  this  occurs  some- 
time before  the  weeds  floating  up  stand  still,  and 
turn  and  float  back.  This  dodge  assists  one  in 
judging  the  time  of  the  next  tide,  which  would 
probably  be  about  tliirty  minutes  later.  If  one 
inust  make  a  shift  it  should  be  at  half-tide  on 
either  the  ebb  or  flow. 

After  the  first  or  second  hour  of  the  run  down  fish 
are  generally  off  the  feed.    The  first  time  I  fished 
the  Arun,  at  Amberley.  I  was  completely  beaten — 
having  successfully  fished  the  Lea  for  a  number  of 
years — my  quill-float,  four  shots,  and  fine,  only  Oft. 
in  length,  being  quite  out  of  place,  for  I  know 
several  swims  9ft.  in  depth  at  the  lowest  part  of  the 
tide,  and  my  fine,  hghtly-shotted  tackle  and  bait 
could  never  have  reached  the  ground.    When  I  use 
a  float  on  the  ebb-tide,  which  is  not  very  often,  I 
prefer  one  that  will  carry  at  least  twelve  shots,  and 
in  hght  float  legering  I  shift  my  float  up  the  hue 
12in.  or  14in.,  so  that  all  the  shots  he  on  the  ground. 
This  can  be  done  best  on  the  ebb  or  end  of  the  ebb- 
tide.   I  have  constantly  seen  anglers  float-fishing 
too  hghtly  in  the  strong,  heavy  tides.  Suiting  the 
weight  or  shots  to  the  current  recjuires  great  care  on 
this  river.    The  angler  should  make  sure  that  they 
not  only  carry  but  keep  the  bait  well  down.  Plumb 
the  depth  about  every  half-hour,  and  alter  the  float 
accordingly,  as  it  is  continually  changing.    I  for 
one  much  prefer  to  leger,  and  this  may  be  done  with 
one's  roach-pole,  using  a  bullet  about  12in.  from 
the'liook  that  will  hold  the  ground.    The  hue  for 
an  18ft.  rod:  to  a  9ft.  length  of  the  finest  undrawn 
gut  and  hook,  I  join  7ft.  of  No.  2  undressed  plaited 
silk  fine  ;  I  do  this  as  it  enables  me  to  shorten  it  as 
the  tide  recedes,  and  the  swim  gets  shallower.  If 
one's  swim  is  deeper  than  this  at  high  tide  then  it  is 
best  to  use  a  hght  barbel-rod  about  lift,  in  length, 
No.  2  undressed  silk  fine,  a  Sin.  optional  check,  or 
centre-pin  reel  for  preference,  and  leger  in  the  usual 
manner  with  a  bullet,  as  it  is  not  so  liable  to  get  fast, 
taking  care  to  always  cast  down  stream,  and  as  near 
to  the  place  where  it  should  rest  as  possible.  Casting 
straight  across  the  river  and  allowing  the  bullet  to 
lop  about  and  roll  over  its  bed  is  only  courting 
disaster,  and  a  worm  is  certain  to  be  spoilt.  I 
always  use  my  roach-pole  and  tight-hne  when  pos- 
sible ;  it  not  only  prevents  all  this  annoyance,  but  a 
good  fish  gives  far  more  sport.    I  have  caught  carp 
over  31b.  and  bream  over  41b.  by  this  method,  and 
Ifnever  care  to  use  a  running-hne  for  bream  under 
31b.,  and  in  no  circumstances  for  roach  unless  I  am 
downright  obliged.    Again,  when  one's  bullet  is 
covered  with  a  pellet  of  very  stiff  bread  and  bran 
squeezed  well  round  it,  with  a  httle  cai'e  in  lowering 
it  to  the  ground,  it  can  be  made  to  rest  near  the 
same  spot  every  time,  and  the  ground-bait  not 
spread  all  over  the  swim  as  I  have  frequently  seen  it. 
To  anglers  who  have  never  fished  near  Houghton 
Bridge,  in  close  proximity  to  Amberley  Station, 
they  should  be  careful  and  never  leave  their  rods, 
baskets,  coats,  etc.,  near  the  edge  of  the  watez\ 
When  the  tide  was  running  up,  and  the  river  rising 
rapidly,  I  once  saw  an  angler's  box-seat  floating 
along  ;  fortunately  it  worked  into  the  side,  and  was 
fished  out  by  another  angler,  but  everything  was 
spoilt.   The  owner  had  coolly  left  it  for  over  an  hour 
to  get  some  I'efreshment.    When  he  commenced  to 
fish  he  hung  his  coat  on  a  bush,  and.  on  his  return, 
to  his  surprise,  it  looked  to  be  in  mid-stream.  The 
high  tide  had  flowed  right  over  the  bank,  and  he 
had  to  wait  a  considerable  time  for  it  to  flow  back 


before  he  could  wade  out  and  get  it.    This  caused 
great  amusement  among  several  of  his  friends,  and| 
they  chaffed  him  terribly.  f 

It  is  a  common  thing  to  hear  anglers  say  they  liave 
had  a  day's  weed-dodging  ;  weeds,  rushes^!  dead 
reeds,  and  rubbish  may  often  be  seen  floating  up  and 
dowi  the  river  in  patches,  and  one  advantage  of 
high  tides  is  that  they  help  to  clear  the  river  ofi 
this  debris  ;  they  are  carried  up  and  left  on  tli^ 
bank,  and  for  some  time  afterwards  the  river  is 
comparatively  clear.  The  neap  tides,  especially 
those  that  occur  at  four,  five,  and  six  o'clock,  are 
good  tides  for  both  morning  and  evening,  and  are 
selected  by  anglers  who  run  down  for  more  than 
one  day.  They  bring  the  fish  well  on  the  feed  right 
up  to  and  after  dark.  A  six  o'clock  tide  is  a 
favourite  one  mtli  me.  I  can  go  down  on  a  Satur- 
day, get  tlie  l  un  up  next  morning,  and  fish  until  the 
tide  is  at  tlie  flood  before  breakfast,  and,  if  I  am  out 
early,  the  last  of  the  ebb.  To  tlie  one-day  angler  a 
seven,  eight,  or  nine  o'clock  high-water  tide  at 
Houghton  Bridge  is  nearly  the  same  as  at  London 
Bridge,  and  one  only  gets  one  change  of  tide- 
namely,  the  last  of  the  ebb  and  the  first  of  the  flow 
up,  which  occurs  eight  hours  after  high  water  at 
Houghton  Bridge  ;  the  river  flows  up  for  four  hours 
and  ebbs  eight. 

Many  anglers  hke  high  tides  or  what  are  popular  ly 
called  spring-tides  ;  the  fish  seem  to  feed  better  ; 
no  doubt  they  swirl  the  fish  up,  clear  them  out  of 
holes,  edches,  and  corners,  and  generally  bring  them 
on  the  feed  at  some  part  of  the  tide,  at  least  so  I 
have  found  it.  When  at  the  flood  it  is  very  difficult, 
to  fish  a  spring-tide  effectively.  It  is  annoying  to 
be  driven  out  of  one's  swim,  causing  loss  of  precious 
time,  but  in  these  cases  there  is  no  help  for  it.  The 
best  plan  is  to  select  a  swim  where  the  bank  is  high 
enough  to  enable  one  to  keep  moving  back,  and  yet. 
be  in  a  position  to  get  the  point  of  one's  rod  over  the 
bank.  I  know  swims  where  this  can  be  done.  A 
number  of  excellent  swims  of  this  description  may 
be  found  between  Houghton  Bridge  and  Bury.  The- 
Race  Horse  swim,  on  Mr.  Pepper's  side  of  the  river,' 
and  the  Oak  Tree  swims  and  the  noted  Gate  swim, 
on  Mr.  Cunningham's,  or  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
being  the  chief.  The  bank  at  the  best  part  of  the 
Carp  Hole  swim  fell  in  a  few  years  ago,  spoiling  it  for 
fishing  from  Mr.  Cunningham's  side,  and  unless 
it  is  fished  from  Mr.  Pepper's  side  of  the  river,  the 
angler  should  use  a  running-hne  and  cast  well  over.' 
There  are  several  good  swims  in  Mr.  Cunningham's 
meadow. 

General. 

I  never  use  a  float  at  high  tide  or  in  swims  over 
more  than  9ft.  or  10ft.  in  depth.    What  is  called 
the  "  Swamp,"  going  down  stream  from  Houghton 
Bridge  towards  Arundel  Park  gates,  cannot  be 
fished  at  very  higli  tides,  the  water  coming  right  over 
the  bank.    Anglers  should  be  careful  and  know  the 
right  time  to  fish  in  the  old  river,  or  at  the  mouth 
of  a  cutting.    At  certain  parts  of  the  tide  the  old 
liver  is  empty,  yet  as  the  tide  flows  in  one  can  often 
get  sport,  and  on  several  occasions  I  have  known 
jack  work  up  it.    I  have  heard  some  anglers  say: 
they  could  not  fish  without  a  float.    If  they  only! 
knew  how  easily  one  can  detect  the  "  knock  "  of  I 
even  a  small  roach  when  legering  with  a  Lea  roach-  ] 
pole,  to  say  nothing  of  bream,  they  would  altep4 
their  opinion.    I  have  never  troubled  to  fish  muchj 
below  the  fourth  cutting.    I  beheve  fish  may  be  I 
caught  as  far  down  as  Arundel.    I  certainly  should 
not  recommend  anyone  to  go  below  the  "  Black 
Rabbit,"  except  for  eels,  and  these  usually  run 
about  nine  to  the  pound,  and  should  be  fished! 
for  with  small  hooks,  and  struck  in  the  mouth.  It 
saves  one  a  lot  of  trouble.    In  fishing  the  Arun  it  is 
singular  how  sport  varies  in  different  swims — one 
swim,  for  instance,  is  best  on  the  run  up,  but  useless 
in  the  run  down  ;  another,  the  fishing  is  good  for 
only  the  first  two  hours  of  the  run  up.    On  the 
other  hand,  swims  may  be  found  which  give  most 
sport  the  first  and  second  hours  of  the  downward 
flow,  and  it  is  only  those  anglers  who  have  made 
swims  a  study  who  know  where  to  find  them.  It 
is  all  haphazard  with  a  "  chuck-and-chance-it " 
angler.    He  may  not  catch  a  fish  all  day,  and  he 
may  have  splendid  sport.    It  is  useless  walking 
long  distances  if  one  does  not  know  bream  ai-e  about. 

The  best  baits  for  bream  are  brandhngs,  marsh 
worms,  reds,  wliite  paste,  and  lobworms  for  eels. 
Clean,  freshly-made  white  paste,  stewed  wheat,  hver 
gentles,  and  last,  but  not  least,  in  hot  weather,  a 
paste  made  with  a  mixture  of  bread  and  bran  for 
aldermanic  roach.  E.  M. 
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CLAY  MODEL  OF  THE  FISHING 
GAZETTE  HEADING. 


Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickins,  a  member  of  the 
Gresham  and  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Societies,  and 
an  occasional  contributor  of  humorous  verse  to  the 
pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  has  made  a  very  clever 
copy  in  clay — a  model,  in  fact — of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
heading,  which,  in  view  of  the  milUons  of  it  printed, 
is  known  all  over  the  angling  world  at  home  and 
abroad.  I  asked  Mr.  Dickins  to  give  me  a  little 
account  of  his  work  on  the  model,  as  it  may  be 
useful  to  others  who  would  like  to  take  up 
modelling,  especially  of  fish. 

The  illustration  is  produced  from  a  photograph 
Mr.  Dickins  took  of  his  model.    He  says  : — 

"In  accordance  with  your  desire,  I  append  a 
history  of  the  model.  Some  time  since  a  friend  of 
mine,  proprietor  of  a  fashion  journal,  knowing  me 
to  be  a  '  general  all-round-practical-amateur,'  asked 
if  I  would  model  for  him  a  new  frontispiece  for  his 
paper.  I  have  had  no  tuition  in  the  art  (and  the 
only  practice  a  Sloperian  effort  I  perpetrated  some 
years  ago,  and  of  which  stupid  thing  I  sold  over  three 
thousand  cabinet  photographs),  but  was  willing  to 
try  and  obhge  my  friend,  and  bought  from  Reeves  & 
Son  a  block  of  grey  modelling  day ;  failing  then 
to  get  from  him  the  necessary  particulars,  I  put 
the  clay  aside  and  forgot  all  about  it.  Later  I 
read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  reference  by  yourself 
to  the  cover  of  some  work  *  then  issuing  which  had 
an  illustration  that  had  been  reproduced  from  a 
clay  model,  and  as  your  illustrated  heading  ap- 
peared to  present  '  pretty '  modelling  possibilities, 
I  wondered  you  had  not  availed  yourself  of  the 
opportunity.  It  did  not  then  occur  to  me  that  I 
might  be  the  instrument  that  could  work  the 
matter  out;  but  long  after,  about  Dec.  1.  I  came 
across  the  clay,  and  as  a  passing  amusement 
roughly  modelled  the  cottage  and  tree.  The 
love  of  the  work  grew  upon  me,  and  before  the 
evening  had  passed  had  roughly  completed  the 
whole  picture.  The  next  evening  I  tried  my  pren- 
tice hand  upon  a  finished  model  of  the  pike  and 
trout,  and  finding  then  that  a  satisfactory  rendering 
of  the  whole  thing  was  certainly  within  my  power, 
persevered,  overcame  the  many  little  difficulties, 
and  eventually  had  the  satisfaction  of  'casing  up' 
the  finished  work.  The  clay  was  used  throughout 
in  a  'soft'  condition,  and  my  only  tools  were  my 
fingers  and  a  strip  of  boxwood  pointed  at  one 
end  and  flat  at  the  other.  I  modelled  each  object 
separately,  and  when  dry  fixed  them  in  position, 
and  worked  up  the  minor  details  around  them. 
This  '  fixing  up '  operation  was  the  most  tedious. 
The  objects  were  so  tender  that  I  broke  the  majority 
of  them  two  or  three  times  and  had  to  repair  or 
remodel,  and  were  I  not  blessed  with  the  angler's 
proverbial  patience  should  upon  several  occasions 
have  given  up  the  task  in  despair.  As  to  how  long 
it  took  me  I  could  not  possibly  say,  working 
only  fitfully  for  an  hour  or  two  at  a  time  upon 


spare  evenings.  From  first  to  last  I  daresay  the 
ttiing  was  about  for  four  or  five  weeks. 

"  The  model  has  evoked  a  considerable  amount 
of  interest  in  various  quarters,  and  I  should  be 
pleased  to  lend  it  at  any  time  as  an  exhibit  at  any 
function  in  which  you  might  be  interested,  and 
to  which  it  could  be  personally  conveyed." 

It  is  only  fair  to  Mr.  Dickins  to  mention  that  our 
reproduction,  printed  at  the  rate  of  thousands  an 
hour,  does  not  do  justice  to  the  delicacy  of  his 
minute  and  finished  details. 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.G. 


CuaseH's  "  Sports  of  the  World." — Ed. 


(Continued  from  page  352.) 
CHAPTER   XII.— continued. 

The  generic  name  of  Dytiscus  imphesthat  it  and 
its  near  relatives  are  great  divers.  D.  marginal-is  is 
nearly  the  largest  of  the  British  aquatic  coleoptera, 
and  it  is  certainly  by  far  the  most  rapacious.  The 
strength  of  this  beetle  is  amazing,  as  anyone  may 
prove  for  himself,  either  by  taking  it  up  in  his  fingers 
and  feehng  how  strongly  it  struggles  mth  its 
posterior  legs  to  escape  from  the  fingers  which  are 
pressing  each  side  of  its  elytra,  or  by  endeavouring 
to  remove  the  insect  while  it  is  clinging  with  its 


Fig.  L50.    Dytiscus  mabginalis  (Male  a_nd  Female 


fore-legs  to  a  water-plant  or  to  the  edges  of  the 
aquarium.  One  has  read  of  the  stag  beetle  {Lucanus 
cervus)  pushing  along  the  tumbler  under  which  it 
was  confined  ;  but  the  water- beetle  {D.  marginalis) 
is  not  far  behind  its  distant  relative  in  physical 
powers.  No  wonder  that  this  fresh-water  "  ogre  " 
is  such  a  source  of  terror  to  its  fellows  in  the  pond 
when  its  huge  strength  and  great  appetite  are  taken 
into  consideration. 

These  Dytisci  are  very  abundant,  and  may  be 
obtained  in  most  weedy  ponds  and  ditches  ;  but  one 
must  acquire  a  Uttle  adroitness  with  the  water-net 
before  one  can  be  sure  of  catching  them,  for  they  are 
very  wary  and  quick,  diving  to  the  bottom  on  the 
first  sign  of  danger,  and  remaining  there  cUnging  to 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
GiU. 


some  weed  or  stone.  They  are  obUged  to  thus 
anchor  themselves,  for  otherwise,  while  remaining 
motionless — as  they  are  specifically  Ughter  than 
water — they  would  rise  to  the  surface.  A  good 
plan  of  capturing  these  and  other  aquatic  beetle-s 
is  to  go  quietly  to  the  side  of  a  pond,  stand  there 
with  the  net  in  i-eadiness,  and,  as  these  air-breathing 
insects  make  their  necessary  journeys  to  the  surface, 
place  it  gently  under  them  as  they  dive  down  with 
their  fresh  supply  of  air.  This  method  of  capture 
does  not  disturb  either  the  water  of  the  pond  or  its 
inmates.  These  beetles  will  be  often  seen,  espe- 
cially if  the  weather  be  fine,  floating,  close  to  the 
surface,  head  downwards,  and  with  their  posterior 
legs  at  right  angles  to  their  bodies.  Another  way  to 
catch  them  is  to  sweep  with  the  net,  backwards  and 
forwards,  the  weedy  edges  of  the  pond  or  around 
the  masses  of  aquatic  plants.  If  the  first  attempt  is 
unsuccessful,  another  should  be  made  in  an  undis- 
turbed part  of  the  water.  These  beetles  will  gene- 
rally be  found  in  pairs,  male  and  female  (Fig.  150). 
They  should  not  be  placed,  when  caught,  in  the  same 
vessel  with  other  insects  of  different  kinds,  or,  not- 
withstanding the  terrors  of  new  captivity,  they  will 
be  found  to  have  recommenced  their  work  of  destruc- 
tion before  they  arrive  at  their  future  home.  It 
will  be  frequently  noticed  by  the  hunter  for  aqua- 
rium specimens  that  pieces  of  water  which  have 
supplied  certain  species  of  beetles  one  year  will  be 
without  them  the  next,  and  vice 
versa.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
power  and  love  of  migration  which 
aquatic  beetles  possess. 

As  before  suggested,  a  separate 
tank  should  be  prepared  for  D. 
marginalis.  An  inverted  propagat- 
ing glass,  of  lOin.  or  12in.  in 
diameter,  will  do  very  well ;  but 
a  small  rectangular  aquarium  will  do 
better,  for  the  forms  of  the  beetles 
as  they  swim  to  and  fro  wiU  then 
not  be  distorted.  The  aquarium 
should  be  placed  out  of  the  rays  of 
the  sun,  and  not  in  too  much  Ught, 
as  it  will  not  be  wise  to  depend 
upon  snails  to  remove  any  conferva?,  for  instead  of 
eating  the  alg£e  the  unfortunate  molluscs  would  be 
eaten  by  the  beetles.  A  single  D.  marginalis  will 
live  longer  in  confinement  than  a  pair  would.  One 
solitary  beetle  will  sometimes  survive  two  or  three 
years  passed  in  captivity  ;  but  when  a  male  and  a 
female  are  kept  together  it  wiW  be  generally  found 
that  after  a  few  months,  perhaps  owing  to  some  con- 
jugal misunderstanding,  the  male  dies.  CeUbacy 
certainly  in  this  case  conduces  to  longevity.  The 
males,  when  both  sexes  are  together,  nearly  always 
die  first.  The  female,  I  beUeve.  is  more  rapacious 
than  her  mate  ;  she  often  eats  him  :  he  would  eat 
her,  no  doubt,  if  he  had  the  opportunity. 

It  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  provide  these 
beetles  with  food,  for  they  will  eat  small  fish,  young 
newts,  httle  frogs,  tadpoles,  water-snails,  garden 
and  other  worms,  insects  and  larvse  of  insects,  and 
pieces  of  raw  meat. 

Dytisci  are  very  destructive  to  the  fry  of  fish,  and 
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often  kill  more  than  they  can  eat.  In  the  aquarium 
thej'  will  feast,  if  no  other  food  be  given  them,  upon 
a  small  fish  until  nothing  but  the  skeleton  is  left.  A 
good  way  to  feed  these  beetles  is  to  put  their  food 
in  a  separate  vessel  (a  large  jam-bottle  will  do),  and 
remove  them  to  it :  when  they  have  eaten  to  reple- 
tion, return  them  to  the  aquarium,  and  throw  the 
discarded  food  and  the  water  which  the  bottle  con- 
tains away.  The  beetles  need  only  be  fed  thus 
twice  a  week,  and  their  aquarium'  will  be  kept  quite 
clear  and  sweet ;  but  if  they  are  not  provided  with 
a  special  vessel  in  which  to  feed,  they  must  be  fed 
very  carefuUyin  their  own  tank,  which  shouldcontain 
a  good  supply  of  healthy  growing  weeds.  The  best 
way  to  do  this  is  to  attach  a  piece  of  raw  meat  to  a 
small  hook  and  suspend  it  in  the  water,  removing  it 
as  soon  as  the  beetles  have  done  with  it. 

Though  D.  marginalis  is  such  a  terror  to  small 
aquatic  insects,  they  are  avenged,  for  the  "  ogre  " 
himself  sometimes  dies  under  the  ravages  of  a  para- 
site. A  water-mite  (generally  Hydrachna  glohulus) 
at  a  certain  stage  of  its  existence  is  frequently  found 
living  as  a  parasite  upon  this  beetle,  and  not  seldom 
is  the  cause  of  its  death.  These  parasites  attach 
themselves  to  the  back  of  the  abdomen  beneath  the 
elytra,  and  they  are,  we  may  conclude,  breathers  of 
atmospheric  air.  D.  marginali.s  is  also  subject  to 
parasitic  fungus  {Saprolcgnia  ferax).  which  I  beUeve 
is  not  nearly  so  fatal  to  beetles  as  it  is  to  fish. 

The  rhale  D.  marginalis  is  so  unlike  the  female 
that  sometimes  they  have  been  taken  by  the  inex- 
perienced as  members  of  different  species.  These 
beetles  arc  about  an  inch  long,  oblong-ovate  in 
shape,  and  o^ve-brow^l  in  colour.  The  margins  of 
the  thorax  and  elytra  are  marked  with  a  yellow 
band.  There  is  also  a  rather  indistinct  yellow  cres- 
cent in  the  apex  of  the  latter.  The  males  are  dis- 
tinguished by  having  the  hrst  three  joints  of  the  fore 
tarsi  developed  into  a  round  sucker,  and  by  having 
smooth  elytra  ;  while  the  females  have  no  widening 
of  the  tarsi,  and  possess  wing  cases  which  are  fur- 
rowed or  sulcated.  The  eggs  of  these  beetles  are 
laid  in  slits  made  in  the  aquatic  plants  by  the  help 
of  a  contrivance  called  an  ovijjositor,  possessed  by 
the  female,  and  are  hatched  in  about  a  fortnight. 

[To  be  continued.) 


THE  RAVAGES  OF  THE  ATLANTIC 
DOGFISH. 


The  attention  of  the  Dominion  Parliament  was 
called  recently  to  the  fact  that  the  fisheries  of  No\-a 
.Scotia  are  threatened  with  destruction  by  the 
coiiunon  Atlantic  dogfish.  Mr.  Kaulbach,  one  of 
the  representatives  of  that  province,  asked  that  a 
bounty  of  !?;5  per  ton  be  offered  for  the  killing  of  the 
dogfish.  Other  members  from  the  provinces  down 
by  the  sea  advocated  the  adoption  of  a  similar 
lueasure.  This  desti'uctive  fish  is  largely  on  the 
increase  at  present,  and  according  to  the  fishermen 
tlie  nmiibei-  of  salmon,  shad,  alewives,  cod,  and 
pollack  M-liifh  it  destroys  exceeds  the  total  catch  of 
these  fish  for  domestic  and  commercial  use.  It  is 
reported  tliat  they  have  been  found  during  the 
present  year  for  th.e  first  time  on  the  Grand 
Banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  that  if  they  begin 
infesting  that  region  they  will  utterly  destroy  the 
valuable  cod  fisheries.  Unless  a  sufficient  bounty 
is  speedily  offered,  and  proves  to  be  effectual  in 
j)rosoouting  a  destructive  crusade  against  the  dog- 
fish, it  is  believed  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  the  Government  itself  wdl  have  to  fit  out  an 
expedition  to  endeavoirr  to  exterminate  it.  ' 

A  New  Brunswick  paper  recently  reported  that 
^one  of  these  fish  attempted  to  seize  by  the  leg  a  boy 
who  was  loathing.  Notwithstanding  the  voracious 
character  of  these  fish,  it  is  scarcely  credible  that 
one  of  them  should  have  attacked  even  a  very  small 
specimen  of  the  human  species,  though  the  monster 
pike  of  Lake  St.  John,  not  very  much  larger  after 
all  than  the  Atlantic  dogfish,  has  to  withstand 
quite  a  number  of  similar  charges. 


TWEED,  TEVIOT,  AND  OTHER  BORDER 
RIVERS. 

One  of  the  most  successful  autumn  salmon  angling 
seasons  experienced  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviof  for 
many  years  past  came  to  a  close  on  Monday,  Nov. 
30.  During  the  last  two  or  three  days  the  condi- 
tions were  not  so  favourable  as  previously  owing  to 
the  rivers  being  disturbed  and  discolom'ed,  and  also 
owing  to  the  larovalonce  of  sharp  frost  and  cleai* 
simshinc,  and  consoqucntly  a  marked  reduction  in 


the  number  of  daily  captures.  On  Boldsido  water 
on  Nov.  16  Colonel  Davies  and  Mr.  Scott,  of  Gala, 
eacli  liad  one  salmon  weigfiing  \'i\\h.  and  221b.  ; 
on  the  18th  ihey  each  had  a  salmon  of  2.31b.  and 
13|lb.,  and  IMillar.  fisherman,  a  .grilse  of  7.Ub.  On 
the  19th  Mrs.  Scott  had  two  salmon  of  181b.  and 
l«lb.  ;  Mr.  Scott  one  of  17ilb.,  and  Holmes,  fisher- 
man, one  of  2.Slb.  On  tiie  2t)th  Mr.  Davies  had  two 
salmon  of  191b.  and  lOlb.  On  tlie  20th  Mr.  Scott 
cauglit  one  of  231h.,  and  Holmes  one  of  15ilb.  On 
the  21st  Mr.  Scott  had  a  grilse  of  61b.  On  the  23rd 
Holmes,  fislu  i  inan,  had  a  salmon  of  18ilb.,  and  on 
the  24th  .Air.  Sintt  had  one  of  22-|lb.  On  the  2.5th 
Mr.  Scott  liad  fi\e  salmon  weighing  23Jslb.,  211b., 
181b.,  161b.,  and  IS^lb.  ;  Milhir,  fisherman,  one  of 
171b.  ;  Re\'.  W.  Jenkins  one  sea-trout,  101b.  On 
the  26th  Mr.  Scott  had  one  salmon  of  221b.  On  the 
27th  Mr.  Holmes  had  one  of  17 Jib.  On  the  30th 
Mr.  G.  Hall  had  a  sea-trout  of  61b.'  On  Pavilion  and 
.4b!)otsford  waters  on  Nov.  13  Dr.  Taylor  had  four 
salmon  of  241b.,  221b.,  191b.,  and  181b.*  On  Ruther- 
ford water  oii  N..\-.  11  Mrs.  Paulet  had  one  salmon 
of  161b.,  Mr.  Morton  Lucas  two  of  18ilb.  and  8|lb., 
Capt.  C.  Paulet  three  of  271b..  171b.,  and  61b.  ;  Mrs. 
Morton  Lucas,  six  of  241b.,  221b.,  191b.,  91b.,  71b., 
and  71b.  On  the  12th  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  six 
fish  of  3111).,  261b.,  221b.,  201b.,  151b.,  and  151b.  ; 
Mrs.  Pavdet,  two  of  181b,  and  \l\\h.  ;  Captain 
Paulet.  one  of  20|lb.  ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Goldney,  one  of 
161b.  On  the  13th,  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  three 
of  211b.,  171b.,  and  Kilb.  ;  Mr,  Goldney,  one  of  51b.  ; 
Captain  Paulet,  one  of  161b.  ;  Mrs.  Paulot,  two  of 
181b.  and  171b.  On  the  14th  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas 
had  four  of  251b.,  161b.,  141b.,  and  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Goldney,  one  of  201b.  ;  Mr.  Charles  Scott,  seven, 
weighing  221b.,  20|lb.,  1941b.,  191b.,  18Jlb.,  17Wb., 
and  16 Jib.  On  the  16th  Colonel  Ravenhill  caught 
three  of  181b.,  151b.,  and  151b.  ;  Mr.  Goldney,  two 
of  211b.  and  18.Ub.  ;  Mr.  Morton  Lucas  had  four  of 
271b.,  251b.,  18ilb.,  and  Hilb.  On  the  17th  Major 
Armstrong  bad  one  of  1 61b.  On  the  1 8th  Mr.  Morton 
Lucas  had  two  of  251b.  and  191b.  ;  Mrs.  Morton 
Lucas,  one  of  201b.  On  the  19th  Mrs.  Morton 
Lucas  had  three  of  20ilb.,  201b.,  and  191b.  ;  Mr. 
Morton  Lucas  one  of  25lb.  ;  and  Major  Armstrong, 
two  of  17ilb.  and  151b.  ;  Colonel  Ravenhill,  one  of 
151b.  On  the  20th  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  caught  nine, 
weighing  271b.,  221b.,  211b.,  201b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b., 
171b.,  and  111b.  ;  Mr.  Lucas,  one  of  181b.  ;  Colonel 
Ravenhill,  four  of  211b.,  191b.,  18Ib.,  and  71b.  On 
tlie  21st  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  caught  three  of  2.51b., 
221b.,  and  211b.  ;  Colonel  Ravenhill,  one  of  19-|lb. 
On  the  23rd  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  two  of  291b. 
and  221b.  ;  Major  Armstrong,  four  of  31|lb.,  201b., 
njlb.,  and  171b.  ;  Mr.  Lucas,  two  of  291b.  and  61b. 
On  the  24th  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  one  of  281b. 
On  the  25th  Mr.  Morton  Lucas  had  two  of  201b.  and 
171b.  :  Major  Armstrong,  one  of  151b.  ;  Mrs.  Lucas, 
one  of  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Maudslay  one  of  141b. 
On  the  26th  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had'  two  of  26lb. 
and  171b.,  and  Major  Armstrong  one  of  91b.  On 
the  27th  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas  had  three  of  241b.,  201b., 
and  131b.,  and  Mr.  Lucas  had  one  of  211b.  ;  Mrs. 
W.  Maudslay  two  of  17ilb.  and  171b.,  and  Mr. 
Maudslay  one  of  161b.  On  the  28th  Mr.  Maudslay 
had  one  of  161b.  ;  on  the  30th  one  of  191b.,  and 
Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas  one  of  81b.  On  the  Makerstoun 
water  on  the  17th  General  Paton  had  one  of  201b., 
and  on  the  18th  General  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home 
caught  four  of  191b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  1.51b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  61b.  On  the  19th  the  same  angler  got  two 
of  281b.  and  201b.  ;  Colonel  Drummond,  three  of 
221b.,  21ilb.,  and  181b.  On  the  20th  Mr.  Scott- 
Macdougall  had  one  of  151b.  ;  Colonel  Fortescue, 
one  of  211b.  ;  and  General  Home,  a  grilse  of  91b. 
On  the  21st  Colonel  Fortescue  had  two  of  201b.  and 
191b.  ;  on  the  23rd  he  had  two  of  161b.  and  141b.  ; 
and  General  Home  caught  six,  weighing  201b.,  181b., 
181b.,  161b.,  151b.,  and  151b.,  also  two  grilse  of  71b. 
and  41b.  On  the  24th  Colonel  Fortescue  had  two  of 
161b.  and  141b.  Colonel  Fortescue  had  three  salmon 
of  181b.,  171b.,  and  141b.,  and  General  Home,  three 
of  251b.,  241b.,  and  201b.  on  the  25th.  On  the  26th 
General  Home  had  one  of  161b.,  Colonel  Fortescue 
two  of  261b.  and  181b.  On  the  27th  Colonel  For- 
tescue had  one  of  171b.  ;  General  Home  one  of  241b. 
and  a  51b.  grilse.  On  the  28th  General  Home  had 
one  of  271b.  ;  Colonel  Fortescue,  four  of  241b.,  201b., 
201b.,  and  151b.  On  the  30th  General  Home  had  a 
salmon  of  211b.,  and  General  Paton  two  of  211b. 
and  201b.  On  Floors  Upper  water  on  Nov.  16  Mr. 
l?oll-lr\  fiig  caliglH.  eight  of  271b.,  201b.,  201b..  181b., 
171b..  171b,,  151b.,  and  lOlb.  On  the  17th  i\Ir.  Lev 
IumI  t\\o  of  251b.  and  2011..  On  the  ISth  Mr.  Belb 
Irvmg  had  three  of  26Ib.,  251b.,  and  171b.  On  the 
19th  Mr.  Ley  had  five  of  2i)lb.,  251b.,  241b.,  171b., 
and  161b.  On  the  20th  Mr.  Bell-Irving  had  five  of 
261b.,  251b.,  261b.,  ISlb.,  and  151b.  Takes  up  to  the 
end  of  season  not  yet  to  hand.  On  Floors  Lower 
water  on  Nov.  18  Mr.  McCulloch  had  three  fish  of 
1.61b.,  71b.,  and  71b.  On  the  19th  four  of  321b., 
251o.,  221b.,  and  201b.  On  the  20th  he  had  nineteen 
fish  of  391b.,  28Ib.,  241b.,  241b.,  241b.,  231b.,  211b., 


201b.,  201b.,  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  171b.,  171b., 
161b.,  161b.,  1511).,  and  141b.  On  the  21st  he  had 
eleven  fish  of  321b.,  241b.,  221b.,  2111).,  20Ib.,  2()lb., 
201b.,  201b.,  171b.,  171b..  and  161b.  On  the  23r<l  he 
had  eighteen  of  281b.,  261b.,  251b.,  211b.,  211b.,  211b., 
201b.,  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b.,  181b.,  171b., 
171b.,  161b.,  151b.,  and  71b.  On  the  25th  he  had 
seven  of  281b.,  251b.,  241b.,  231b.,  201b.,  171b.,  and 
151b.  On  the  26th  he  had  three  of  21lb.,  181b.,  and 
101b.  On  the  27th  he  had  three  of  24lb.,  191b.,  and 
161b.  On  the  28th  he  had  two  of  231b.  and  161b. 
On  the  30th  he  had  two  of  201b.  and  I41b.  On 
Ednahi  House  water  on  the  25th  Mr.  Wood  had 
seven  sahnon.  On  the  26th  Mr.  A.  L.  Wood,  three 
salmon  ;  Mr.  Wood,  two  salmon  and  a  sea-trout. 
On  the  27tli  Mr.  A.  L.  Wood  had  one  salmon  and 
Mrs.  Wood  one  salmon.  On  the  28th  Mr.  A.  L. 
Wood  had  four,  and  on  the  .30th  one.  On 
Hendersyde  water  Lady  Waldie  Griffith  liad 
a  salmon  of  201b.  on  the  18th  ;  Mr.  Taylor  two 
of  27ilb.  and  25ilb.  On  the  19th  Mr.  Tavlor 
caught  seventeen  fish  of  271b.,  261b..  261b.,  231b., 
221b.,  201b.,  18|lb.,  181b.,  181b.,  17ilb.,  17ilb.,  16Jlb., 
16Hb.,  Kill).,  161b.,  151b.,  and  a  grilse  51b.  Sir 
R.  Waldie  Griffith  had  one  sahnon  of  221b.  On 
the  20th  Sir  R.  Waldie  Griffith  had  twelve  salmon 
of  221b.,  21ilb.,  20Alb.,  ]9ilb.,  171b.,  16ilb.,  161b., 
151b.,  151b.,  121b.,  81b.,  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Taylor,  four 
of  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  and  17.ilb.  On  the'  21st  Mr. 
Taylor  had  twelve  of  271b.," 25|lb.,  23ilb.,  231b., 
22.Vlb.,  201b.,  1911b.,  181b.,  \1Vo:,  161b.,  161b.,  and 
151b.  ;  and  Sir  R.  Waldie  Griffith,  a  grilse  of  51b. 
On  the  23rd  Sir  R.  Waldie  Griffith  had  eleven  fish 
of  301b.,  221b.,  211b.,  211b.,  211b.,  2041b.,  201b., 
1841b.,  17ilb.,  1441b.,  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  Taylor  five  of 
2341b.,  22rb.,  171b.,  151b.,  and  61b.  On  Sprouston 
water  Captain  Algernon  Trotter  had  two  grilse  of 
81b.  and  51b.  ;  Captain  Gerald  Trotter,  two  salmon 
of  161b.  and  141b.  On  the  17th  Captain  A.  Trotter 
had  two  of  161b.  and  141b.  ;  Captain  Gerald  Trotter 
had  five  of  271b.,  151b.,  131b.,  131b.,  and  51b.  On 
18th  Mr.  G.  Houston-BosweU  had  two  of  211b.  and 
171b.  ;  Captain  G.  Trotter,  one  of  16lb.  On  the 
19th,  Captain  Gerald  Trotter,  twelve  of  241b.,  211b., 
201b.,  201b.,  201b.,  201b.,  171b.,  171b.,  171b.,  161b., 
81b.,  and  61b.  On  the  20th  he  had  eight  of 
33ib.,  251b.,  221b.  201b.,  171b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and 
161b.  On  the  23rd  he  had  thirteen  of  281b.,  261b., 
261b.,  231b.,  221b.,  221b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b.,  181b., 
171b.,  141b.,  and  121b.  Miss  Trotter  had  four  on  the 
21st  weighing  241b.,  201b.,  181b.,  and  141b.,  and  A. 
Taylor  two  of  281b.  and  51b.  on  23rd.  On  the  25th 
Captain  G.  Trotter  had  one  of  211b.,  and  General 
Sir  Henry  Trotter  one  of  181b.  On  the  26th  General 
Trotter  had  two  of  191b.  and  151b.  ;  Miss  Trotter, 
two  of  261b.  and  181b.  ;  Captain  G.  Trotter,  two 
grilse,  81b.  and  51b.  On  the  27th  Captain  G. 
Trotter  had  three  salmon  of  ISlb.  each  ;  General 
Trotter,  six  of  221b.,  201b.,  201b.,  171b.,  141b.,  and 
121b.  On  Birgham  water  on  the  17th  Sir  David 
Baird  had  two  salmon,  181b.  and  171b.,  and  one 
grilse  61b.  General  Trotter,  four  of  261b.,  221b., 
201b.  and  111b.  ;  Mr.  John  Scott,  one  of  151b.  On 
the  18th  Mr.  Herriot  had  two  salmon  of  1841b.  and 
171b.;  Mr.  John  Scott,  one  grilse  841b.  On  the  19th 
Sir  David  Baird  had  two  of  241b.  and  211b.  ; 
General  Trotter,  five  of  211b.,  201b.,  igib.,  171b. 
and  161b.  ;  Mr.  Herriot  five  of  301b.,  191b.,  171b., 
171b.,  and  121b.  On  20th  Sir  D.  Baird  had  five  of 
241b.  ,  221b.,  221b.,  201b.,  and  191b.  ;  Mr.  Cavaye  had 
two  salmon  of  241b.  and  231b.  and  a  grilse  of  7rb.,and 
Mr.  Scott  a  gi-ilse  of  71b.  ;  General  Trotter,  five  of 
291b.,  261b.,  221b.,  171b.,  and  141b.,  and  one  grilse 
81b.  On  the  21st  Sir  D.  Baird  had  a  grilse  of  91b., 
Major  Cavaye,  two  salmon  of  281b.  and  161b.  ;  and 
General  Trotter,  five  of  221b.,  211b.,  201b.,  181b.,  and 
141b.  On  the  23rd  Lord  Dunglass  had  eight  of 
311b.,  261b.,  261b.,  25lb.,  221b.,  211b.,  181b.,  and 
151b.  ;  Dr.  Dinsmore,  three  of  191b.,  161b.,  and 
161b.  ;  General  Trotter,  three  of  171b.,  171b.,  and 
151b.,  also  a  grilse  of  81b.  On  the  25th  Captain 
Learmont  had  three  of  241b.,  181b.,  and  181b.  ;  Mr. 
Frahern,  two  of  2341b.  and  181b.  On  the  26th  Lord 
Dunglass  had  one  of  141b.  ;  Captain  Learmont,  one 
of  181b.,  and  a  grilse  of  71b.  ;  Major  Cavaye  one  of 
211b.  ;  and  Mr.  Frahern,  one  fish  of  171b."  On  the 
27th  James  Kerso  had  a  sahnon  181b.  On  the  28th 
Dr.  Henderson  had  two  of  161b.  and  121b.,  and  Mr. 
William  Kerss  a  grilse  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  Macdonald,  two 
of  191b.  and  181b.  On  the  30th  Mr.  James  Kerss 
had  one  salmon  1 61b.  and  a  grilse  61b.  ;  Dr.  Hender- 
son a  salmon  of  241b.  ;  Mrs.  Hendsrson,  one  of  181b. 
Captain  Douglas,  one  of  171b.  ;  Mr.  .John  Scott,  one 
grilse  811).  On  Teviot  on  the  I8th  Mr.  \.  G. 
Cameron  caught  a  salmon  of  18Ib.,  and  Mr.  J. 
Blake  a  sea- trout  of  61b.  On  the  19th  Mr.  J.  Affleck 
had  one  of  211b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Orraiston,  one  of  101b. 
On  the  21st  Mr.  R.  E.  Hogarth  had  two  of  61b.  and 
51b.,  and  on  the  23rd  Mr.  J.  O.  Wilson  one  of  181b., 
Mr.  R.  E.  Hogarth  one  of  201b.  On  the  25th  Mr. 
Currie,  one  of  201b.  On  the  28th  Mr.  T.  Thompson 
had  a  salmon  of  211b.,  and  on  the  30th  Mr.  J.  Smith 
had  one  of  191b.  Maxwheel. 
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NOTES  ON  AN  OLD  ANGLING 
CLUB. 

Act'OKDiNCJ  to  information  received  from  one  of 
the  three  oldest  members  of  the  Norwich  Anghng 
Chib,  who  joined  it  in  1877,  it  appears  that  it 
must  have  been  estabhshed  many  years  previously, 
possibly  in  the  early  sixties,  but  some  facetiously  say 
it  can  be  traced  back  for  many  generations,  even  to 
the  days  of  Noah,  when  the  row  occurred  about  the 
only  two  worms  that  were  on  the  Ark.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  archives  of  the  club  have  been  lost, 
and  one  can  only  discover  that  it  has  been  always 
limited  to  thirty  members,  with  one  annual  match 
for  bottom-fishing  on  the  rivers  and  broads  of 
Norfolk,  and  one  pike  match,  with  excellent  prizes 
for  the  successful  anglers.    On  searching  back  the 
records,  one  finds  that  about  115  anglers  have 
joined  the  club  since  1877,  of  which  Mr.  Charles 
Daniels,  Mr.  Sidney  Felix  Howitt,  the  club's  own 
artist,  and  Mr.  T.  E.  Gunn  are  the  veterans.  The 
club  still  retains  its  popularity,  in  spite  of  deaths 
and  resignations,  and  keeps  up  its  full  complement 
of  thirty  without  difficulty,  for  many  wait  a  long 
time  for  a  vacancy  to  join.    It  possesses  some  fine 
challenge  cups,  which  are  eagerly  competed  for  by 
the  members,  for  some  of  them  become  the  pro- 
perty of  the  anglers  who  win  the  requisite  number 
of  times.    Mi-.  Daniels  is  the  undoubted  champion 
of  the  "gentle  art,"  as  he  has  been  five  times 
accredited  winner  of  the  principal  cup,  which  event 
has  occurred  consecutively  during  the  last  three 
years.    The  members  have  always  fished  to  scale, 
and  everyone  must  be  a  subscriber  to  the  Yare  and 
Bure  Preservation  Society,  which  has  done  so  much 
good  in  looking  after  the  Norfolk  waters. 

As  a  token  of  the  advantages  of  this  society  one 
has  only  to  look  back  at  the  weights  of  fish  caught 
by  the  competitors  in  the  annual  match  to  see 
that  the  rivers  are  teeming  with  fish.  In  1896  Mr. 
E.  H.  Capon  was  first  with  271b.  lOoz.  ;  in  1887 
Mr.  Geo.  Diggens  was  fkst  with  271b.  7oz.  Many 
larger  catches  have  occurred,  but  not  in  connection 
with  the  match  ;  on  one  occasion  Mr.  Tom  Lord,  a 
member,  caught  the  champion  roach,  31b.  loz.,  which 
is  probably  the  record,  and  was  exhibited  at  the 
Fisheries'  Exhibitions  in  Norwich  and  London  in 
1880  and  1883,  and  now  graces  the  wall  of  the 
club-room  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich,  together 
with  an  extra  large  ruff  and  other  specimen  fish. 

The  annual  dinner,  presided  over  by  the  new  and 
popular  president,  JVIr.  J.  Howard  Dakin,  takes 
place  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  9,  when  another  artistic 
menu  card  will  be  distributed  amongst  the  visitors. 
Our  genial  friend,  Mr.  Howitt,  has  for  many  years 
displayed  his  art  in  these  souvenirs,  which  are  not 
only  prized  by  the  members,  but  are  eagerly  sought 
after  by  the  outside  public',  in  fact  the  celebrated 
"  Mermaid  "  cards  of  the  president,  Mr.  C.  J.  Greene, 
dated  Dec.  10,  1885,  are  so  scarce  now  that  the  ori- 
ginals fetch  a  high  price.  Many  others  have  given 
great  pleasure  to  the  members,  as  they  show  certain 
episodes  that  have  occurred,  and  are"  portrayed  by 
the  ready  pencil  of  Mr.  Howitt.  They  are  far  too 
numerous  to  insert  seriatim,  but  a  few  specimens  are 
given  on  page  373. 

During  the  last  four  years  extra  matches  have  been 
estabhshed,  and  this  autumn  two  for  sea-anglers  at 
Lowestoft  took  place  with  satisfactory  results,  so 
that  one  may  say  that  this  old  club  still  prospers  and 
keeps  up  its  reputation.  Past  President. 


A  YOEKSHIKE  ANGLING  AUTHOE. 

Fifty  years  ago  works  on  anghng,  especially  the 
art  of  fly-fishing,  were  not  so  plentiful  as  they  are 
now  ;  but  when  a  boy  of  ten  years  of  age  I  used 
to  spend  hours  in  studying  two  books  on  the 
subject,  one  was  Ronald's  "  Fly  Fishers'  Ento- 
mology," and  the  other  John  Jackson's  "  Practical 
Fly  Fisher."-  Curiously  enough,  few  editions  after 
the  first  of  either  of  them  would  bear  comparison 
as  regards  the  colouring  of  the  plates,  which  were 
representations  of  the  natural  flies  and  their 
imitations.  The  latter-named  author  is  the  one  to 
whom  I  allude  in  this  article.  John  Jackson's 
father  owned  two  corn  mills  on  the  Yore,  one  at 
Masham  and  the  other  at  Tanfield,  and  from  his 
boyhood  the  lad  was  a  bom  lover  of  nature,  devoting 
most  of  his  spare  time  to  angling.  In  those  days 
there  was  but  one  angler  where  there  are  fifty  now, 
and  permission  to  fish  being  well-nigh  unhmited, 
young  Jackson  must  have  had  a  royal  time.  He  was 
married  in  February,  1840,  and  took  up  his  residence 


at  Tanfield  Mill.  In  that  year  he  erected  a  fishing 
hut  in  a  coppice  above  the  mill.  I  regret  to  say  that 
it  has  been  allowed  to  fall  into  a  state  of  decay, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  illustration! 
Facing  the  hut  is  a  square  stone,  upon  which  is 
carved  the  inscription,  "  Amicitiaj  et  piscatoribus 
sacrum."  I  have  sat  in  that  httle  hut  scores  of 
times,  gazing  out  through  the  green  foliage  on  the 
sparkUng  river  running  merrily  below  over  its 
rocky  bed,  and  pictured  its  architect  doing  the  same 
thing.  My  old  friend  Tom  Johnson,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  photograph  of  the  old  hut,  informs 
me  that  he  has  made  many  a  cup  of  hot  tea  inside 
its  shelter  with  the  aid  of  a  small  kettle  and  spirit 
lamp  when  grayUng  fishing  in  the  depth  of  winter. 
Jackson  was  particularly  fond  of  the  grayhng,  and 
on  the  title-page  of  his  book  added  the  words,  "more 
especially  for  the  grayhng  or  umber."  The  latter 
title  IS  still  used  in  the  dales  with  respect  to  gray- 
ling, and  many  of  the  natives  call  them  "  oumers  " 
in  the  Hawes  district.  In  those  days  "  fancy  " 
flies  were  unknown,  and  all  Jackson's  patterns  were 
imitations  of  the  natural  insects,  and  I  can  testify 
from  long  experience  that  they  are  excellent  killers, 
not  only  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  but  also  far 
further  afield.  In  the  first  instance  the  book  was 
not  intended  for  pubhcation,  but  was  given  in 
manuscript  form  to  his  friend  Captain  Dalton,  of 
Sleningford  Grange.  It  was,  however  considered  to 
be  of  such  great  interest  to  fly  fishers  that  it  was 
pubhshed  after  his  death,  which  unfortunately  took 


He  was  a  great  boHever  in  the  virtues  of  single 
hair,  and  in  his  book  were  some  samples  which 
cannot  be  met  with  anywhere  nowadays  ;  in  fact, 
so  difficult  has  really  good  horsehair  become  that  1 
have  discarded  it  in  favour  of  dra-woi  gut.  Like  his 
contemporary,  Michael  Theakstone,  Jackson  had 
some  titles  for  his  pattsrns  and  descriptions  of  the 
same  unlike  any  other  author  that  I  have  met  with. 
For  instance,  take  his  No.  14,  the  "  Pigeon  Blue 
Bloa,"  which  he  evidently  intends  to  represent  the 
Iron  Blue  Dun.  His  dressing  is  as  follows  :  Wings, 
feather  of  a  blue  pigeon  or  waterhen's  neck  ;  body' 
brimstone-flame  coloured  silk  ;  legs,  yellowish  dun 
hackle  ;  tail,  two  strands  of  the "  same.  Con- 
tinuing, he  says:  "  This  fly  has  a  golden-coloured 
head,  best  made  with  a  strand  from  the  tail  of  a 
cock  pheasant.  When  you  use  the  waterhen's 
feather,  take  the  tips  of  two,  and  do  not  divide  tha 
wings."  The  brimstone-flame  coloured  silk  is  dis- 
tinctly original,  but  when  you  come  to  think  of  it 
the  description  is  just  the  thing.  Another  fly  I 
have  at  times  found  excellent  for  grayhng  during 
September  and  October— he  calls  it  the  Dark  Ohve 
Bloa.  Tliis  is  the  dressing :  AVings,  inside  of  a 
waterhen's  wing  ;  body,  lead-coloured  silk  ;  legs, 
dark  olive  or  black  hackle ;  tail,  three  small 
rabbit's  whiskers. 

One  more  pattern  of  his  I  will  mention  as  being 
a  capital  grayhng  fly  even  on  mild  days  in  November 
and  December,  namely,  the  Blue  Midge  :  wings, 
feather  off  a  waterhen's  neck  ;  body,  lead-coloured 
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Fishing  Hut  of  John  Jackson,  of  Tanfield  Mill. 
(Author  of  "The  Practical  Fly  Fislier.") 


place,  at  the  early  age  of  forty-four,  in  1853,  and  was 
completed  by  the  addition  of  an  appendix  on  the 
Yorkshire  rivers,  written  by  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Barker, 
of  Hovingham.  I  was  favoured  by  the  loan  of  his  fly- 
book  by  his  daughter,  Mi-s.  Gilbert,  of  Leeds,  who, 
alas  !  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  only  this  year. 
In  it  I  found  two  letters,  one  from  Captain  Dalton, 
and  the  other  from  another  personal  friend  of  his. 
Sir  Mark  Millbank,  of  Thorpe  Perrow.  Both  were 
thanking  him  for  "  his  kind  present '-  of  flies  and 
fish.  In  the  book  were  also  many  flies,  all  beauti- 
fully tied  by  its  late  owner.  I  should  hked  to 
have  obtained  a  hkeness  of  him,  but  his  daughter 
told  my  friend  Johnson  that  she  did  not  think  that 
he  ever  had  one  taken. 

He  was  one  of  the  kindest-hearted  of  men,  and  a 
skilled  musician  on  the  flute  and  viohn.  At  any 
time  he  was  always  ready  to  assist  a  brother  angler 
in  any  way  that  he  could,  and  on  no  account  would 
he  interfere  with  the  sport  of  anyone  by  being  on 
the  water  at  the  same  time,  unless  requested  to 
do  so.  A  story  is  told  about  him  that  on  one 
occasion  Sir  Mark  Millbank  invited  a  few  of  his 
friends  to  fish  at  Tanfield,  the  one  with  the  lightest 
basket  at  the  close  of  the  day  to  pay  for  a  dinner  at 
the  Bruce  Arms.  Sir  Mark  asked' Jackson  to  fish 
for  him  on  the  quiet,  and  to  join  the  dinner  party  in 
the  evening.  Upon  weighing  in  Sir  Mark  was 
easily  first.  One  of  the  party  remarked  to  Jackson, 
^'  Have  you  been  fishing  to-day — what  sport  ?  '' 
"Sport,  sir!'-  answered  the  expert,  "I  have  killed  all 
the  trout  you  have  seen  to-day!"  upon  which  there 
was  a  roar  of  laughter,  in  which  Sir  Mark  joined. 


silk  ;  legs,  grizzled  hackle  ;  GO  hook;  I  generally 
use  it  in  conjunction  with  Bradshaw's  Fancy  and 
Silver  Dun. 

Everyone  that  knew  John  Jackson  personally 
speaks  well  of  him,  and  although  I  had  not  that 
privilege  I  have  always  admired  his  work  and  had  a 
sort  of  reverence  for  the  memory  of  the  author  of 
"  The  Practical  Fly  Fisher,"  who  was  buried  in  the 
peaceful  little  churchyard  at  Masham,  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  he  loved  so  well.  Halcyon. 


Fob  the  Honour  and  Glory  of  the  Thing.  

A  novel  angling  match  was  held  on  Saturday. 
Nov.  14.'  The  scene  of  action  was  Baldersby,  and 
the  competitors  two  sides  of  ten  each  drawn  from 
the  members  of  the  West  Leeds  Club,  which  has  its 
headquarters  at  the  Cemetery  Inn,  Tong-road, 
Wortley.  Charley  Cracknell  was  captain  of  one 
side,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Bazley  of  the  other.  It  was  a 
roving  match,  any  legitimate  bait  being  allowed, 
and  two  rods,  if  desired,  might  be  used.  The  day 
was  not  a  favourable  one,  owing  to  a  high  wind, 
but  the  participants  had  a  jolly  time  all  the  same.' 
Mr.  Bazley's  side  won,  Mr.  B.  himself  getting  more 
roach  than  all  the  opposition  side  put  together. 
There  were  no  prizes,  only  the  honour  and  glory  of 
the  thing,  and  I  may  say  that  I  should  like  to  see 
some  other  clubs  going  and  doing  likewise.  By  the 
way,  I  am  told  that  JMr.  Cracknell  has  magnani- 
mously offered  to  provide  a  dinner  for  the  com- 
petitors at  no  distant  date ;  that  is  sure  to  be  a 
success.— '-'HALCYON"  in  the  Leeds  Mercury^ 
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"UNCLE  TOBY." 


Uncle  Toby  was  not  really  my  uncle  ;  he  was 
my  guardian,  but  as  in  boyish  days  some  title  had 
of  necessity  to  be  used,  and  as  Mr.  Darrell  sounded 
too  distant  and  "  Gardy  "  too  famiUar,  "  Uncle  '- 
had  suggested  itself  and  been  accepted.  Cliristmas- 
tide  never  comes  but  it  brings  in  its  train  memories 
of  the  old  days  when  I  used  to  go  "  home  for  the 
holidays "  to  Uncle  Toby  at  Leighton  Court. 
Always  genial  and  good-natured,  Christmas  was  his 
especial  time,  and  he  would  then  beam  upon  the 
world  in  general  and  his  "  nephew  "  in  particular, 
much  as  Mr.  Wardle  beamed  upon  the  Pickwickian 
party  at  Dingley  DelL 

I  remember  well  one  holiday  when  I  carried  on 
a  boyish  flirtation  with  a  very  pretty  cousin,  being, 
I  imagine,  affected  by  the  season  and  the  mistletoe, 
for  it  is  certain  that  at  all  other  times  of  the  year 
young  ladies  were  very  much  neglected  and  even 
voted  "  silly."  It  was  a  privilege  of  mine  to  bring 
home  a  boy  friend  from  school,  and  this  year  my 
choice  had  fallen  upon  one  George,  a  choice  which, 
despite  a  somewhat  jarring  incident  at  the  start, 
has  resulted  in  a  hfe-long  friendship  which  not  even 
matrimony  (George  is  no  longer  a  bachelor)  has  been 
able  to  sever.  Leighton  Court,  a  typical  "  stately 
home  of  England,"  stood  in  the  centre  of  a  large 
park,  and  was  celebrated  through  all  the  country 
round  for  its  magnificent  shooting.  This  shooting, 
however,  was  somewhat  of  a  thorn  in  my  side,  for 
my  imcle  would  allow  no  one,  not  even  myself, 
to  cross  the  woods  or  go  near  the  lake  in  the  winter 
season.  Old  Jlr.  Darrell,  good  sportsman  though 
he  was,  had  in  my  eyes  one  great  failing — he  was 
no  fisherman,  nor  could  he  understand  my  own  keen 
interest  in  fish  and  fishing.  Now  it  had  long'been 
an  ambition  of  mine  to  try  for  the  mighty  pike  in 
the  lake,  and  this  idea  had  always  clashed  with 
Uncle  Toby's  rule  that  the  duck  were  not  to  bs  dis- 
turbed on  any  account  whatever.  Of  course,  I 
might  and  did  fish  in  the  summer  whenever  I  liked, 
but  then  the  weeds  were  up  and  the  best  spots  quite 
unapproachable. 

In  vain  I  begged  for  permission  and  pointed  out 
the  immense  number  of  young  birds  that  were 
yearly  eaten  by  these  fish,  and  the  wisdom  of  letting 
me  catch  them,  but  my  argumsnts,  while  not  bene- 
fiting me  in  any  way,  very  nearly  resulted  in 
disaster,  for  so  convincing  were  they  that  my  uncle 
seriously  considered  the  advisability  of  having  the 
lake  netted  and  the  fish  removed.  Now  I  had 
determined  that  this  Christmas  I  would  make  a  final 
appeal,  and  in  the  not  unlikely  event  of  failure, 
would  fall  back  on  strategy,  and  to  this  end  I 
selected  Cieorge,  he  being  of  one  mind  with  me  in 
the  matter.  All  through  the  term  we  talked  of 
these  famous  fish,  and  I  fired  his  imagination  with 
stories  of  what  had  happened  and  what  might 
happen. 

"  It  was  doubtful,"  I  told  him,  "  if  we  should  be 
strong  enough  to  pull  them  out,  while  there  was," 
I  added,  "  very  good  reason  for  believing  that  they 
would  pull  us  in."  \Vhether  the  suppressed  excite- 
ment of  those  waiting  months  harmed  us  mentally 
I  do  not  know,  but  it  was  certainly  beneficial  to  us 
bodily,  for  all  the  available  pocket-money,  that 
would  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events  have  gone  in 
jam  tarts,  toffee,  and  other  forms  of  "  tuck,"  was 
spent  on  hooks  and  Unes,  while  a  substantial  margin 
was  put  by  to  be  used  in  bribing  my  uncle's  keeper. 

The  great  adventure  was  to  be  on  the  early 
morning  of  Boxing  Day,  as  we  considered  that  to  be 
a  time  when  everyone  would  lie  late  abed,  and 
several  possibly  be  ill,  which  would  consequently 
give  us  less  chance  of  being  missed  from  the  break- 
fast-table. 

Our  plans  were  carefully  laid  and  all  shaped  well, 
and  would  doubtless  have  been  well,  but  for  a  dis- 
turbing element  upon  which  we  had  neither  of  us 
counted  nor  even  "  dreamed  of  in  our  philosophy  " 
— it  was  the  pretty  cousin  !  It  seemed  in  talking 
the  matter  over  afterwards  that  the  same  mistletoe- 
that  attracted  me  had  also  attracted  George,  and 
that  Miss  Kate,  being  by  no  means  averse  to 
two  strings  to  her  bow,  had  set  to  work  and 
captivated  us  both.  Nothing  of  this  transpired 
until  the  time  came  for  our  early  morning  start ; 
true,  we  had  laid  long  awake  exchanging  confidences, 
George  telling  me  from  his  bed  that  he  "  didn't 
think  girls  were  quite  so  silly  after  all,"  and  I 
answering  back  from  mine  that  "  They  were 
ripping."-  "  Some  girls,  that  is,"-  George  had 
added.  "  Yes,  only  some,"  I  had  agreed.  However, 
as  no  names  were  mentioned,  we  remained  in  mutual 


ignorance  until  the  following  day,  when  the  perfidy 
of  the  sex  was  suddenly  brought  home  to  us  both. 
At  five  we  rose,  neither  of  us  perhaps  feeling  quite  as 
brave  about  the  expedition  as  we  had  done  over- 
night ;  still  it  was  no  time  for  turning  back,  and  so, 
dressing  as  quickly  as  we  could,  we  gathered  up  our 
rods,  cans,  and  baskets,  and  made  our  way  to  the 
wide  oak  staircase.  Everything  seemed  strangely 
quiet,  and  the  flickering  candle  threw  weird  and 
ghostly  shadows  all  around  us  ;  then,  too,  there  was 
the  massive  suit  of  armour  that  had  belonged  to 
some  crusading  ancestor,  and  that  now  stood  before 
us  like  some  grim,  forbidding  sentinel ;  we  shud- 
dered, drawing  closer  together  as  we  hurried  on, 
not  however  before  I  had  espied  lying  at  its  very 
feet  the  "  red  red  rose  "  that  Miss  Kate  had  worn  on 
Christmas  Day,  and  that  I  had  vainly  pleaded  for  a 
keepsake.  Could  I  have  stooped  unobserved  I 
would  have  grabbed  it  then,  but  George  would  have 
seen  and  chaffed,  so,  putting  fear  aside,  I  determined 
to  leave  him  in  the  hall  and  return  on  a  supposed 
visit  to  our  room  for  some  forgotten  tackle.  George 
seemed  strangely  anxious  that  I  should  go — "  I  might 
take  the  candle  ;  he  would  wait  in  the  dark." 
"  No,"  I  thought,  "  this  deed  should  be  bravely 
done  as  a  true  knight  would,"  so  hurrying  off  I 
reached  the  figure,  and,  as  on  hands  and  knees 
I  searched  for  my  treasure,  a  thing  happened  that 
made  my  blood  run  cold.  Something  touched  me, 
and  then  as  I  turned  to  fly,  a  scream  rang  out  that 
echoed  and  re-echoed  through  the  silent  house. 
In  a  moment  I  realised  that  it  was  George  ;  he, 
too,  was  searching  for  the  rose  ;  the  girl  he  had 
spoken  of  must  be  Kate — my  Kate !  Careless  of 
consequences,  we  closed  in  a  rough  and  tumble 
struggle  for  the  flower,  and  were  only  brought  to  our 
senses  by  the  opening  of  many  doors  and  sound  of 
many  voices. 

The  scene  was  strongly  reminiscent  of  that  one 
described  by  Master  Ingoldsby  in  "  The  Witch's 
Frolic  "  : — 

Every  soul  in  the  house  at  that  moment  awoke,  and 

hearing  the  din 
Drew  at  once  the  conclusion  that  thieves  had  got  in. 
Up  jump'd  the  cook  and  caught  hold  of  her  spit. 
Up  jump'd  the  groom  and  took  bridle  and  bit. 
Up  jump'd  the  gardener  and  shoulder'd  his  spade, 
Up  jump'd  the  scullion,  the  footman,  the  maid 
(The  two  last  by  the  way  occasioned  some  scandal 
By  appearing  togather  with  only  one  candle), 
Butler,  housekeeper,  coachman,  from  bottom  to  top. 
Everybody  jump'd  up  without  parley  or  stop. 

And  among  others  "  up  jump'd  "  my  uncle,  and 
stood  at  his  bedroom  door  loudly  informing  any 
burglars  who  might  be  on  the  premises  that  "  if  they 
would  step  into  the  light  he  would  certainly  shoot 
them."  It  was  no  time  for  delay,  so  I  called  out  in 
as  bold  a  voice  as  possible,  "  If  you  please,  uncle,  it's 
only  me."  "  Only  me,"  repeated  the  old  gentle- 
man, "  only  me,  well  I'm  "    I  shall  not  repeat 

my  uncle's  expression,  which,  though  well  suited  to 
the  time  and  place,  is  quite  unnecessary  here ;  expla- 
nations followed,  and  our  adventure  was  not  wasted 
after  all,  for  it  resulted  in  my  uncle  relenting  and 
allowing  us  to  have  our  day's  fishing  directly  the  big 
shoot  had  taken  place.  If  I  told  what  fish  we 
caught  I  should  not  expect  to  be  believed,  so  will 
content  myself  with  saying  that  the  mamma  and 
papa  ducks  had  very  little  cause  for  anxiety  the 
following  spring.  Robert  Stanley. 


FISH  CULTUEE  AND  FLY 
CULTURE. 


THE  SURREY  TROUT  FARM,  CRITCHMERE, 
HASLEMERE, 

Extracts  from  the  Report  for  the  Season  1903-4. 

In  order  to  meet  the  ever -increasing  demand  for 
our  fish  we  have  this  year  again  increased  the 
number  of  trout  which  we  shall  have  for  disposal. 
The  stock  of  two-year-olds  is  especially  large,  and 
there  is  a  fair  stock  of  three-year-olds.  We  shall 
also  have  for  sale  trout  from  lib.  to  2lb.  in  weight. 

We  have  again  made  very  large  additions  to  our 
breeding  stock,  and  are  now  making  a  speciahty  of 
ova  and  fry  ;  Ave  shall  have  a  large  quantity  of  these 
for  disposal  this  season.  It  will  be  noticed  that  we 
have  made  very  considerable  reductions  in  our 
prices  for  ova  and  fiy,and  though  the  prices  for  these 
are  now  veiy  low,  the  standard  of  excellence  will  be 
as  high  as  it  always  has  been.  We  are  determined 
to  keep  to  only  one  quality,  and  that  the  very  best 
The  superiority  of  the  fish  grown  in  our  waters  is 


well  knowii,  and  has  given  great  satisfaction  in  the 
past.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  purity  of  the 
water,  the  water  plants,  and  U)  the  natural  food, 
the  production  of  which  has  been  made  a  siiecial 
feature  in  our  fishery. 

During  the  past  season  we  have  again  supj)lied 
large  quantities  of  fertilised  May  Fly  eggs,  and  we 
are  prepared  to  execute  orders  for  any  quantity  in 
the  coming  season.  May  Fly  eggs  are  delivered  in 
June.  We  have  also  a  considerable  stock  of  Mol- 
lusca  (fresh-water  snails,  etc.)  and  crustaceans, 
such  as  the  Gammarus  Pulex,  or  fresh-water  shrimp  ; 
also  the  various  water  plants.  Prices  can  be 
obtained  on  application. 

The  fish  supphed  include— .9.  faritj  (common 
trout),  <S'.  levmensis  (Loch  Leven  trout),  .S'.  fon- 
tinalis  (American  brook  trout),  .S".  irideiii  (rainlww). 


FISH 


CULTURE- 
RAINBOWS 


EARLY 


THE  MUNSTER  TROUT  BREEDING  ESTAB- 
LISHMENT, INNISHANNON,  CO.  CORK. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Stenning,  manager  of  the  above- 
named  fishery,  sends  an  interesting  account  of  the 
very  early  spa\vning  of  his  rainbows  which  I  give 
below.  The  fish  included  in  his  fist  are  brown  trout 
(Salmo  fario).  Loch  Leven  trout  (S.  levenensis), 
American  brook  trout  {S.  fontinalis),  rainbow 
trout  (S.  irideus),  sea -trout  (.S'.  truita),  sahnon 
(S.  solar),  hybrid  sea  and  brown  trout,  hybrid 
Fario  X  Levenensis,  Lough  Neagh  trout. 

Does  Mr.  Stenning  find  that  his  rainbows  increase 
in  a  wild  state  ?  I  never  heard  before  of  such 
early  fish  as  his.  It  shows  how  fish  will  alter  their 
spawning  seasons. 

"  Dear  Sir,— It  will  probably  be  of  interest  to 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  know  that  I 
obtained  several  perfectly  ripe  female  rainbow 
trout  on  Nov.  30.  The  earUest  rainbow  eggs 
hitherto  obtained  at  this  fishery  was  Dec.  7. 

"  The  fish  from  which  the  eggs  on  Nov.  30  were 
obtained  are  five-year-olds  and  weigh  from  31b.  to 
61b  apiece,  and  are  the  most  magnificent  specimens 
of  their  variety  it  is  possible  to  conceive.  This  is 
probably  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the  fact  that 
no  horse  flesh  is  made  use  of  at  the  fishery. 

"Practically  all  our  male  rainbows  spawTi  as 
vearUngs  and  the  females  at  two  years,  but  I  need 
hardly  say  the  eggs  from  these  latter  are  not 
retained.-Yours  truly,  "  F..  C.  Stenning, 

"  Innishannon,  co.  Cork, 
Dec,  2,  1903.;: 


"HOME  BREWED"  AND  "XX." 

The  reproductions  on  pages  376  and  377 
are  from  spirited  okl  mezzotint  sporting  prints 
which  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  kindly  procured  for  me. 
and  I  feel  sure  they  -vvill  be  appreciated  by 
many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  canny 
Scottish  angler  cuddling  his  foaming  jug  of  home 
brewed  is  the  best  of  the  two.  The  fish  are  well 
done  ;  also  the  old-fashioned  salmon-fly  (the  wing-s 
formed  of  complete  feathers)  and  the  old-fashioned 
wmch.  The  angler  is  evidently  singing  the  praise.s 
of  wet-fly  fishing  and  wet  drink  in  the  words  of 
Burns.  Through  the  open  window  we  get  a  Anew  of 
a  sahnon  river ;  the  rod  does  not  look  hke  a  light  - 
one.  The  collars  and  ties  (stocks,  I  believe  they 
were  called)  worn  by  both  sportsmen  are  much  ahke. 
The  Englishman's  birds  and  hare  rest  on  a  copy  of 
The  Englishman,  probably  a  Sunday  sporting  paper 
smce  it  is  dated  Sunday,  Sept.  4,  1825-the  year  the 
"Amateur  Angler"-  was  bom.  What  a  change  in 
guns  and  rods  since  then;  but  the  love  of  sport  is 

still  the  same.  .         '  » •» 

What  does  Bums  mean  by  "  wimphn  worm  -  . 
He  was  an  excise  officer,  and  possibly  it  is  con- 
nected with  the  distillery  worm,  used  for  spirits, 
but  not  for  beer.  Dragnet",  suggests  it  was 
poetic  license.  R.  B.  Marston. 

The  loftiest  waterfall  in  the  world  is  in  the 
Yosemite  Valley,  Mariposa  County  California.  It 
is,  formed  by  the  descent  of  the  \osemite  Creek 
down  the  wall  on  the  north  side  of  the  vaUey,  and 
is  divided  into  three  parts.  First  there  is  a  fa U  ot 
1500  feet,  then  626  feet  of  cascades,  and  finallj  a 
pkmge  of  400  feet  to  the  level  of  the  valley.  Ihis 
gives  a  total  height  of  more  than  2o00  feet.  _ 


"HOME  BREWED/' 

"  Oh  thou,  my  Muse  !  gnid  auld  Scotch  drink  j 
Whether  thro'  ^implin'  wofmg  thoU  jink, 
Or,  richly  brown,  ream  o'er  the  brink, 

In  glorious  faem, 
Inspire  me,  till  I  lisp  and  wink, 

To  sing  thy  name  I " 
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"XX/' 

How  happy  the  sportsman !    How  glorious  the  day  I 
How  cheering  the  pleasure  when  game's  in  the  way  I 
When  fatigued  with  the  sport,  and  disposed  to  regale, 
What  gladdens  the  heart  like  a  glass  of  good  ale  ? 


(The  paper  shown  in  the  picture  ia  The  Englishman,  Sunday,  Sept.  4,  1825.) 
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A   SLICE    OF   LUCK  IN 
SUTHEELANDSHIEE. 


'TwAS  in  the  shire  of  Sutherland  where  two  nice 
little  salmon  rivers  discharge  into  rock-boiind  bays. 
At  the  inn  were  collected  sundry  salmon  anglers, 
two  or  three  men  whose  tastes  lay  in  the  capture  of 
brown  trout,  and  a  party  from  one  of  the  Univer- 
sities, the  members  of  which  were  said  to  be  "  read- 
ing."- Apart  from  these  last,  whose  enjoyment  was 
not  dependent  on  the  whims  of  the  fish,  the  guests 
had  no  special  reason  to  be  pleased  with  the  weather. 
For  no  less  a  period  than  four  weeks  had  Jupiter 
Pluvius  refrained  from  making  his  existence  known, 
notwithstanchng  violent  appeals,  accompanied  not 
infrequently  by  vigorous  remarks  to  the  barometer 
in  the  hall.  That  old-fashioned  instrument  refused 
to  budge,  and  all  the  prophecies  of  the  least  pessi- 
mistic of  the  gilhes  in  regard  to  a  "  drap  rain  on  the 
hulls  "  came  to  nought.  As  a  result,  the  salmon 
anglers  had  taken  to  trolhng  in  the  bays  for  pollack, 
an  amusement  which  had  conduced  to  a  great 
diminution  of  their  stock  of  tackle,  for  these  fish 
have  a  way  when  hooked — unless  severely  "  butted  " 
— of  descending  straight  to  the  bottom  amid  the 
seaweed,  and  there  leaving  the  sportsman  hung  up 
in  so  effectual  a  manner  that  the  lure  at  any  rate,  if 
not  the  whole  trace,  is  almost  invariably  left 
behind. 

The  trout  fishers  had  spent  their  time  on  the 
lakes  somewhat  more  successfully,  but  the  blazing 
and  often  vdndless  days  had  conduced  latterly  to 
sadly  attenuated  baskets  and  to  consequent  general 
dissatisfaction  with  the  decrees  of  Fate.  Neverthe- 
less, the  hostelry  was  a  most  comfortable  one,  the 
host  an  altogether  admirable  hand  at  imbuing  liis 
guests  with  hope  by  telhng  tales  of  what  perform- 
ances had  been  executed  with  the  rod  by  former 
dwellers  beneath  his  roof,  while  last,  but  certainly 
by  no  means  least,  his  whisky  was  undeniable.  To 
see  old  McKenzie  over  his  third  or  fourth  glass  of 
toddy,  not  a  muscle  on  his  weather-beaten,  grey- 
bearded  countenance  moving,  spinning  one  fishing 
yarn  of  the  most  appalhng  kind  after  the  other,  was 
a  "  sicht  for  sair  een."  And  the  furmy  part  of  it 
was  that  although  not  even  the  most  ingenuous  of 
his  guests  beheved  half  the  tales  he  told,  all  retired 
to  roost,  frequently  at  hours  incompatible  with 
early  rising,  full  of  high  hopes  for  a  whole  series  of 
morrows.  Being  one  of  those  who  had  a  "  rod  "  on 
the  rivers,  and  who  had  lost  a  horrible  amount  of 
spinning- gear  with  the  pollack,  I  was  getting  full  up, 
and  the  last  straw  came  one  afternoon  in  the  bay, 
when  with  long  trolhng  lines  out  astern  both  the 
Phantoms  fouled  the  keel  of  a  boat  under  sail  and 
were  promptly  carried  away.  We  returned  to  the 
inn,  and  I  told  Mack  that  I  could  stand  it  no  longer, 
and  would  leave  by  the  mail  cart  the  next  morning 
but  one.  He  cursed  the  weather,  took  snuff,  drew 
me  into  his  sanctum,  and  produced  a  private  tap  of 
his  own,  together  with  a  well-worn  old  fly-book. 
After  perusing  the  pages  of  this  mystic  volume  for 
some  minutes,  he  at  length  extracted  therefrom  a 
combination  of  fur  and  feather,  which  he  presented 
to  me  with  a  solemn  air.  "  Be  up  at  the  Narrows 
to-morrow  at  sunrise,"  he  said.  "  I'll  drive  you  and 
Long  John  (my  gillie)  up  in  the  dogcart,  and  if  ye 
don't  get  a  fish  wi'  that  flee,  my  name's  not  John 
Mackenzie  " — adding,  "  I'll  say  naething  to  the 
ithers."-  A  great  many  salmon  and  grilse  had  been 
showing  in  the  salt  water  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river  (although  nothing  on  earth  would  induce  them 
to  take)  for  weeks,  ready  on  the  smallest  excuse  in 
the  shape  of  a  fresh  to  abscond  ;  and  I  afterwards 
learned  that  a  passing  shepherd  had  told  my 
cuiming  old  host  that  some  heavy  showers  had 
fallen  that  morning  up  one  of  the  glens. 

Eschewing  the  usual  late  seance  in  the  coffee- 
room,  I  went  to  bed  in  decent  time,  and  next 
morning,  after  all  three  of  us  had  swallowed  a  stiii 
glass  of  what  Mack  called  "  camomile  "  (but  which 
tasted  to  me  remarkably  Uke  whisky,  combined 
possibly  with  a  modicum  of  that  healthful  herb), 
"  just  to  keep  the  cold  out,"  we  started  behind  the 
old  grey  mare.  Mist  concealed  the  upper  tops,  and 
there  were  even  a  few  hght  clouds  about  (the  first  I 
had  seen  for  many  days),  when,  as  the  first  rays  of 
the  rising  sun  struck  the  heath-clad  slopes,  Long 
John  put  my  rod  together  at  the  head  of  the  so- 
called  "  Narrows."-  Here  the  river,  compressed  in 
a  narrow,  rocky  bed,  formed  a  series  of  short,  rapid 
runs,  where,  if  anywhere,  a  "  fush  -'-  was  to  be  got 
in  low  water.  But  the  question  was.  Were  there 
any  about  ?    It  seemed  to  me  in  the  highest  degree 


doubtful,  although  no  one,  owing  to  want  of  faith, 
and  notwithstanding  Mackenzie's  yarns,  had  been 
up  to  try  for  at  least  ten  days. 

I  had  examined  my  newly-acquired  "  killer,'!  and 
found  it  to  be  of  the  most  simple  construction — a 
greyish  fur  body  with  a  suspicion  of  dull  yellow  in 
it,  a  turn  or  two  of  partridge  hackle  at  the  shoulder, 
and  a  veiy  sparse  wing,  composed  mostly  of  dark 
brown  mallard.  As  the  gut  looked  "  cUcky,"  I  had 
tied  a  couple  of  exact  imitations  the  evening  before, 
not  on  loops,  but  on  strands  of  sound  "  sea-trout  "- 
gut,  and  with  one  of  these  I  started  at  the  upper- 
most of  the  rocky  runs  aforesaid.  Almost  imme- 
diately, to  my  joy,  a  fresh-run  grilse  sprang  high 
out  of  the  water  in  the  neighbourhood  of,  but  not  at, 
the  fly,  and  my  hopes  at  once  rose  many  per  cent. 
Nothing,  however,  would  induce  the  fish  to  take, 
and  the  next  pool,  although  at  least  two  grilse 
showed  in  it,  proved  equally  unprohfic.  Not  until 
the  sun  had  been  above  the  horizon  for  an  hour,  and 
the  clouds  and  mist  upon  the  hills  had  begun  slowly 
to  drift  before  the  early  morning  breeze,  did  I  hook 
a  fish.  He  gave  me  about  as  quick  a  five  minutes 
as  any  man  need  desire  before  friend  John,  ex- 
tended on  a  rocky  slab,  got  the  gaff  into  his  silvery 
side  —  a  5|lb.  grilse  straight  from  the  sea.  A 
second  soon  joined  him  in  the  bag,  and  then  a  third 
got  me  round  a  I'ock  in  midstream  and  departed 
with  fte  fly  and  most  of  the  cast.  I  then  adjusted 
my  second  imitation  of  the  real  thing,  and  at  the 
tail  of  a  deep  hole  a  salmon  swung  up  and — missed. 
"  It's  a  fush  !  "  roared  the  now  excited  John  ; 
"  give  him  a  rest,  sir  !  "  I  did,  of  about  two 
minutes,  and  at  the  next  time  of  asking  was  in  him. 
No  saltatory  exhibition  did  this  specimen  of  Salmo 
salar  indulge  in  ;  the  area  available  was  too  hmited 
for  his  bulk,  and  he  did  nothing  but  bore  into 
every  conceivable  hole  and  corner.  At  last,  how- 
ever, the  gilhe  got  his  chance,  and  the  next  moment 
a  deep -shouldered  21 -pounder  was  floundering 
about  among  the  heather.  The  period  had  evidently 
arrived  for  refreshment,  and  with  a  zest,  induced  by 
success  and  the  sharp  morning  air,  we  demohshed 
every  atom  of  the  liberal  supply  of  provisions  wliich, 
in  Ueu  of  breakfast,  old  Mack  had  packed  for  us.  A 
salmon  and  two  grilse  already  in  the  bag  before 
9  a.m.,  and  more  of  them  apparently  about,  a  fairly 
overcast  sky,  and — we  now  began  to  discern — a 
faint,  a  very  faint,  tinge  in  the  colour  of  the  water. 
What  could  angler  wish  for  more  after  so  many 
days  of  disappointment  and  "  poUacking  "  ? 

But  the  day  did  not  quite  bear  out  the  promise 
of  the  morning.  At  the  head  of  the  Narrows, 
which  had  fished  blank  at  the  first  trial,  I  got  a 
third  grilse — probably  the  one  which  had  thrown 
itself,  but  would  not  then  be  taken  in.  Then  the 
sun  came  out  very  bright,  and  not  a  stir  was  to  be 
got  in  the  very  limited  tract  of  water  where,  under 
the  existing  conditions,  there  was  any  chance  at 
all.  Old  Mack,  who  had  gone  on  some  miles  to 
have  a  deal  about  a  "  powny  "-  with  the  "  factor," 
was  due  at  a  certain  point  where  the  road  jjassed  by 
a  well-known  pool,  and  with  him  we  were  to  drive 
back.  The  said  pool  was  a  high-water  one,  and 
therefore  quite  out  of  order  on  the  present  occasion, 
but  as  we  got  there  half  an  hour  before  the  appointed 
time,  we  had  ample  leisure  to  stare  at  it  and  smoke 
after  the  manner  of  the  contemplative  angler. 
While  thus  occupied  the  back-fin  of  a  salmon  made 
its  appearance  for  a  brief  space  in  the  middle  of  a 
lot  of  frothy,  dirty  scum  which  revolved  slowly  in 
an  oily  eddy  near  the  tail  on  the  far  side.  To  try 
for  this  fish  became  at  once  a  duty,  but  in  what 
manner  it  was  not  easy  to  decide.  To  proffer  a  fly 
worked  salmon-fly  fashion  was  impossible,  the 
water  being  too  dead,  and  the  same  argument 
applied  to  every  other  lure  except  a  trout  fly. 
Having  arrived  at  this  sapient  conclusion,  I  put  up 
a  single  March  Brown  on  a  moderately  finii  cast  and 
dropped  it  into  the  patch  of  oily  foam  aforesaid. 
For  a  few  seconds  it  revolved  there  slowly  in  com- 
pany with  a  lot  of  tiny  insect  organisms,  and  then 
it  was  quickly  sucked  under.  What  a  screech  of 
the  reel  the  "  strike  "  that  succeeded  evoked  !  Up 
through  the  deep,  dead  pool  itself  the  fish  shot  to 
the  inflowing  stream,  the  rising-place  proper  when 
the  water  was  in  order,  picking  up  on  the  way  a 
sympathiser.  From  a  supervening  rock  we  could 
see  the  latter  in  close  attendance  on  his  afflicted 
friend.  Owing  to  the  fineness  of  the  gear  the  per- 
formance was  a  long  one,  but  at  length  John  gafied 
out  an  18-pounder,  which,  from  his  colour,  must 
have  left  the  sea  quite  a  month  before. 

In  the  meantime  Mackenzie  had  arrived  on  the 


scene,  "  full  o'  beans  and  benevolence'-  (the  result, 
no  doubt,  of  having  got  six  to  four  the  best  of  the 
"  powny  "  deal).  When  he  saw  the  five  fish  he 
fairly  roared  with  dehght,  and  sending  the  old 
mare  along  the  road,  we  reached  the  inn  in  time  to 
see  the  various  members  of  the  "  reading  "  party 
playing  their  after-luncheon  game  at  leap-frog  in 
Mack's  best  sitting-room.  The  next  day  every  beat 
on  the  rivers  had  its  occupant ;  but  the  shght  taint 
of  freshness  in  the  water,  due  to  the  "  drap  rain  on 
the  hulls,"  had  passed  away,  and  the  net  result  was, 
alas  !  only  one  soUtary  grilse.  RuGDE. 


THE  EED  INDIAN  AS  A  FLY 
FISHER. 

I  GREATLY  enjoy  going  through  piles  of  old  maga- 
zines and  papers  that  lie  covered  with  dust  in  an  old 
garret.  In  one  of  my  recent  searches  I  found  a  slip 
that  may  be  of  use  to  the  casters  of  the  fly.  It  was 
laid  away  carefully  in  the  leaves  of  a  magazine  with 
no  signature  to  tell  who  the  author  was.  It  was  as 
follows  : — ■ 

"  I  have  just  seen  an  artificial  fly  made  and  used 
by  the  Indians  of  King's  River,  in  California,  for 
fishing.  It  was  given  to  one  of  our  State  fish  com- 
missioners by  a  gentleman  who  has  pushed  his 
travels  through  that  unknovra  part  of  the  country. 
There  has  been  little  if  any  communication  between 
white  people  and  these  Indians,  so  the  idea  of  taking 
fish  with  an  artificial  fly  clearly  originated  with 
themselves.  From  what  can  be  learned  these 
Indians  have  used  flies  for  many  generations  past ; 
how  many  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  estabhsh,  but  long  enough  in  all  probability  to 
give  them  priority  of  manufacture  over  any  of 
Enghsh  or  other  civihsed  make. 

"  We  are  not  indebted  to  the  Indian  for  the  arti- 
ficial fly,  for  we  discovered  the  utility  of  it  without 
his  aid  ;  but  for  all  that,  it  may  now  be  safe  to 
assume  that  he  invented  it  and  used  it  long  before 
we  did,  either  in  England  or  here.  To  the  Indian, 
then,  should  the  credit  of  the  invention  of  fly- 
fishing be  given,  and  to  this  tribe  on  King's  River. 
No  other  tribe  on  this  continent,  as  far  as  I  know, 
appears  to  have  used  flies  for  taking  fish.  The  hook 
of  the  fly  I  have  seen — the  first  and  perhaps  the  only 
one  ever  possessed  by  a  white  man — is  made  out 
of  a  piece  of  iron  wire.  It  has  no  barb,  but  the 
I^ortion  of  the  shank  of  the  hook  not  covered  by  the 
fly,  and  down  to  the  crook,  is  wound  with  a  fibrous 
substance  resembling  flax,  to  prevent,  in  some 
degree,  the  fish  from  shpping  or  getting  off  when 
once  hooked.  Before  the  Indians  got  iron  or  iron 
wire  to  make  the  hook,  they  made  it  from  the  tibia 
or  shank-bone  of  the  deer,  as  being  the  hardest  and 
closest  grain  of  the  bone.  The  fly,  although  a  httle 
roughly  put  together,  is  beautifully  made,  closely 
representing  when  cast  on  the  water  that  which  it  is 
intended  it  should,  the  caterpillar.  It  is  made  from 
the  hairs  taken  from  the  deer's  hock,  which  pos- 
sesses a  scent.  It  is  also  sometimes  made  from  the 
long  hairs  of  the  wart  on  the  deer's  leg,  from  which 
there  is  also  a  scent.  It  is  generally  supposed  that 
the  scent  of  the  deer  comes  from  between  the  hoof, 
but  old  deer  hunters  will  tell  you  that  it  also  comes 
from  the  wart.  The  Indians  say  the  fish  like  the 
smell,  and  water  will  not  destroy  or  dissipate  it. 
Here  is  an  important  fact  for  anglers  and  artificial 
fly  makers.  In  tying,  the  hairs  he  up  the  shaft  of 
the  hook,  so  that  when  the  fly  is  thrown  and  drawn 
across  up  and  down  the  stream  the  action  of  the 
water  causes  the  hairs,  of  a  reddish  tint,  to  spread 
out.  When  the  strain  on  the  hne  slackens  the  hairs 
spring  back,  and  the  movement  so  produced,  of 
opening  and  closing  the  hairs,  gives  to  the  fly  the 
hfehke  action  and  the  appearance  of  a  caterpillar. 

"  These  Indians  say  that  mountain  trout  will  take 
this  fly  when  they  will  not  look  at  any  other  bait. 
The  hne  is  made  from  a  fine  fibrous  plant  which 
grows  there,  resembhng  what  is  called  the  milk  plant, 
of  which  there  are  three  known  varieties  on  this 
continent.  The  hne  is  as  strong  as  the  best  silk  one 
cast,  with  the  advantage  of  being  considerably 
fighter. 

"  The  important  fact  is  that  the  Indians  of  the 
west  coast  caught  fish  with  an  artificial  fly  pro- 
bably long  before  such  were  known  and  used  in 
England  ;  also  that  those  of  the  Indians  are  con- 
structed on  more  scientific  principles  than  those  of 
European  or  other  manufacture." — Edwin  C.  Hob- 
son,  Nashua,  N-H;!  in  Bmeaiion  (New  York).: 
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Reduced  feom  the  ORionrAL  colotjbed  outline  of  the  Fish.: 


THAMES  SALMON  OF  i8i2. 

{The  following  three  lines  are  a  copy  of  the  original  inscription  under  the  fish.) 

''This  Thames  salmon  (as  represented)  tvas  taken  at  JShepperton  tvith 
a  single  gut  in  angling,  October  3,  1812,  tvithout  a  landing-net,  hy 
Mr.  George  Marshall,  B reiver-street,  London,    Weight,  21ilh, 

{The  London  Directory  for  1812  mentions  the  firm  of  G.  Marshall  4'  Co.,  Apothecaries  and  Chemists, 
of  Brewer-street,  Golden- square,  so  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Mr.  George  Marshall  mentioned  on  the  old 
picture  was  the  head  of  the  firm.  I  am  in  hopes  of  tracing  some  of  his  descendants,  and  getting  further 
information  about  him. — R.  B.  M.) 

Yarrell,  in  his  ''British  Fishes"  (edition  of  1841),  mentions  this  fish  as  the  largest  killed  by  an 
angler  in  the  Thames  of  which  he  could  find  any  particidars.  He  also  says  the  last  Thames  salmon  he 
coidd  hear  of  was  taken  in  June,  1833. 

Salmon  were  formerly  plentiful  in  the  Thames.  In  1754  so  many  salmon  were  taken  at  London  Bridge 
that  the  price  fell  to  sixpence  per  p)Ound.  In  one  day  in  July,  1766,  one  hundred  and  thirty  Thames  salmon 
were  sent  to  Billingsgate  Market. 

This  representation  is  the  only  one  known  of  the  long  extinct  Thames  salmon. 

PRESENTED  TO  THE  FISHMONGERS'  COMPANY,  OCTOBER  12,  1903, 

BY  R,  B.  MARSTON,  EDITOR  OF  THE  ^'FISHING  GAZETTE," 


(I  thought  that  there  could  be  no  more  appropriate  place  than  Fishmongers'  Hall  for  this  interesting  and  I  feel  sure 
unique  picture  of  the  Thames  salmon.  I  hope  that  when  the  next  Thames  salmon  is  caught  above  London  Bridge  a 
representation  of  it  will  be  sent  to  keep  company  with  the  above  at  Fishmongers'  HaU.  Mr.  George  MarshaU  must  have  been 
a  modest  and  conscientious  angler,  for  according  to  all  the  rules  his  fish  was  nearer  thirty  than  twenty  pounds.  The  picture 
is  a  carefully  made  outline  of  the  fish  stuck  on  canvas  and  then  hand  painted ;  the  length  from  nose  to  tail  is  forty-two  inches. 
The  great  reduction  in  size  of  our  block  of  course  does  not  do  justice  to  the  original,  and  being  coloured  it  does  not 
reproduce  well. — K.  B.  M.)   
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"ANGLEE  OE  FISHEEMAN?" 

When  an  Irish  fiddler,  who  was  drawing  the 
rosined  bow  over  the  strings  of  a  squeaky  old  violin 
to  furnish  enUvening  strains  for  the  "  gossoons  " 
and  their  fair  partners  at  a  dance  in  the  Emerald 
Isle,  was  asked : 

"  Pat,  do  you  play  by  note  ?  "• 

"  No,  yer  honner,  be  main  stringth  !  "  he  replied. 

Pat's  method  of  attuning  harmony  is  the  same 
by  which  a  certain  (large  but,  let  it  be  said,  decreas- 
ing) class  of  fishermen  procure  their  catches  and 
enjoyment  in  the  so-called  sport  of  angUng.  And 
the  foregoing  remarks  lead  up  to  the  Rochester  (New 
York)  Post's  views  on  the  diSerence  between  an 
"  angler  "  and  a  "  fisherman." 

There  is  fishing  and  fishing.  A  man  may  enter 
into  the  pastime  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  old 
Izaak  Walton,  or  he  may  haul  the  finny  victims 
from  their  native  element  at  the  end  of  a  thick 
handhne.  Either  in  the  popular  parlance  is  called 
fishing.  Also  dynamiting,  netting,  spearing  and 
snaring  are  equally  included  under  the  same  cate- 
gorical head.  And  in  this  confusion  of  methods 
under  one  designation  is  found  obvious  reason  for 
that  difi^erence  of  opinion  which  Pudd'nhead  Wilson 
observed  was  necessary  in  horse  races.  The  artist  in 
the  sport  looks  askance  at  the  hauler  of  the  handhne, 
and  he  in  turn  sneers  with  contempt  at  the  dehcate 
instruments  of  the  other's  preference.  The  one  seeks 
sport,  not  fish,  and  the  other  seeks  fish,  not  sport. 

Recently  a  pedestrian  who  was  enjoying  the 
peaceful  beauty  of  the  Dugway  had  an  opportunity 
of  beholding  a  puzzUng  picture  of  piscatorial 
opposites.  At  one  bend  in  Irondequoit  Creek  stood 
a  man  with  a  slender  and  flexible  rod,  more  like  a 
whip  than  a  pole.  A  ghttering  reel  responded 
deUcately  to  the  pressure  of  a  finger,  and  the  silken 
fine  ended  in  an  invisible  length  of  filmy  leader. 
The  tiny  weight  of  a  leaden  pellet  made  the  rod 
flicker  and  bend  like  a  feather  in  a  zephyr,  and 
when  an  occasional  rock  bass  struck,  the  struggle 
whipped  the  graceful  shaft  into  a  parabola  of  jerking 
stubbornness.  Every  fish  which  the  sportsman 
landed  meant  five  minutes  of  skilful  play,  and  their 
number  was  not  spectacularly  great,  nor  their  size 
worthy  of  extended  language. 

Half  a  mile  up  the  stream  the  wanderer  strolled, 
and  there  he  saw  another  sight.  It  was  a  picture 
of  peaceful  repose  set  in  a  frame  of  restful  method. 
Beneath  a  willow's  mournful  boughs  sat  an  ancient 
and  diminutive  man.  A  corncob  pipe  was  between 
his  hps,  and  ever  and  anon  he  pufi^ed  in  a  gentle 
and  contemplative  cloud.  From  behind  one  would 
have  thought  him  asleep,  but  it  would  have  been  a 
mistake.  He  did  not  sleep.  A  nearer  approach 
discovered  that  this  elderly  and  peaceful  man 
occupied  a  seat  upon  the  soft  turf  of  the  bank 
equi-distant  from  four  bamboo  poles  arranged  hke 
the  guns  of  a  sea-coast  battery  and  trained  upon  the 
rippling  current  of  the  creek.  The  ancient  man 
sat  with  two  poles  on  each  side  of  him,  and  within 
reach  of  a  ready  wrist.  From  the  outer  ends  of  the 
poles  bobbed  and  swung  four  corks.  The  pedestrian 
stood  in  silence  and  watched.  Suddenly  one  of  the 
corks  surged  under.  Quick  as  a  fiash  the  piscatorial 
patriarch  reached  for  the  proper  pole  and  heaved, 
strugghng  upon  the  grass,  a  leaping  victim  of  his 
successful  lure.  With  quiet  move  the  hook  was 
rewormed  and  the  bobber  bobbed  at  ease.  Once 
two  of  the  corks  were  pulled  under  at  once,  and  the 
agile  ancient  whisked  his  catch  upon  the  bank,  one 
pole  in  each  hand.  Between  times  he  sate  in  awful 
stillness  and  puffed  his  corncob  pipe. 

A  question,  pitched  in  a  tone  properly  guarded, 
brought  his  head  around  upon  lus  shoulder.  He 
said  he  had  been  having  pretty  fair  luck  for  three 
hours'  fishing,  and  he  strained  at  a  string  anchored 
beneath  him  on  the  bank.  In  this  he  was  hke  the 
most  fastidious  fly-caster  that  ever  struck  a  trout 
with  a  tiny  ghtter  of  gold  and  red.  He  showed  his 
catch  with  conscious  pride.  The  pedestrian  counted 
eight  mullet,  five  rock  bass,  three  so-called  Oswego 
bass,  a  51b.  pickerel,  and  innumerable  sunfishes. 

"  Are  the  muUet  good  to  eat  at  this  time  of 
year  ?  '-'  asked  the  pedestrian. 

"  Wall,"  said  the  manager  of  the  pole  quartet, 
"  not  particuler,  bein'  soft."  He  was  thereupon 
asked  what  he  did  with  them. 

"  Take  'em  home  to  show  the  old  woman,  and 
then,  if  the  neighbours  won't  want  'em,  thrun  'em 
away.  The  ole  woman  is  powerful  fond  of  lookin' 
at  my  ketch.'' 

Now,  the  artist  with  the  fly -rod  was  fishing  and 


the  patriarch  with  the  four  bamboo  poles  was  fishing. 
The  question  is.  Who  was  the  fisherman  ? 

Evolution  is  an  infallible  law  of  Nature  that  rules 
in  sports  as  in  all  other  matters,  and  for  years  past 
a  desire  to  use  the  most  sportsmanly  methods — 
those  offering  the  gamy  fish  more  equal  chances 
for  hfe  and  hberty  than  it  has  when  netted,  speared, 
or  derricked  out  on  a  big  hook  at  the  end  of  a  chalk 
Une — has  elevated  piscatorial  sport  until  a  large 
and  constantly  increasing  number  of  the  users  of 
rod  and  reel 'eschew  all  coarse  or  "  sure-tliing  " 
methods  ■  for  taking  fish.  Time  has  evolved  these 
fishermen  into  anglers,  using  the  latter  noun  in  the 
sense  of  modern  interpretation  ;  and  the  rapid 
growth  of  retail  trade  in  lighter  rods,  finer  fines, 
dehcately  adjusted  reels,  gossamer  leaders,  No.  10 
flies,  etc.,  is  evidence  of  this  change  in  sentiment. 

It  would  seem  that  the  query  propounded  by  our 
contemporary  should  be  answered  easily.  The  user 
of  hght  tackle,  who  pits  his  skill  in  its  use  against 
the  agihty  and  gaminess  of  his  fish,  is  an  angler  ; 
per  contra,  the  man  who  hooks  and  "  be  main 
stringth  "  hauls  out  his  fishes  by  the  use  of  strong 
tackle  that  allows  them  httle,  if  any,  chance  for 
escape,  is  a  fisherman.  The  former  practises  and 
by  example  teaches  sportsmanly  doctrines,  not 
sure-thing  methods  ;   the  latter's  ignoble  view  of 


of  that  instrument;  Mr;  Walker  joined  Tthe 
Gresham  Anghng  Society  in  1893.  Here  his  strong 
personahty  and  abihty,  coupled  with  his  honesty  of 
purpose  and  clubbable  disposition,  soon  won  for  him 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  its  members,  and 
resulted  in  his  being  invited  to  fill  the  post  of 
honorary  secretary,  which  position  he  held  to  the 
utmost  satisfaction  of  all  the  members  and  their 
friends  during  the  last  two  years.  He  endeared 
himself  to  all  anglers  by  his  continuous  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  sport,  and  supported  every  movement 
which  had  for  its  object  the  best  interests  of  anglers; 
He  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  A.B.S.,  and  was  a 
hfe  member.  He  was  quiet  and  unobtrusive  in  his 
manners,  but  worked  constantly  and  consistently 
for  the  benefit  of  others.  He  was  a  keen  roach 
fisherman  and  able  exponent  of  the  advantages  of 
the  roach  pole,  and  a  case  of  seven  roach,  weighing 
151b.  7oz.,  which  now  adorns  the  Gresham's  room, 
proves  his  skill  in  this  direction;  Fly-fishing  was 
another  branch  of  the  gentle  art  in  which  Mr; 
Walker  became  proficient,  but  although  he  fished  in 
waters  as  wide  apart  as  the  Usk  and  Welland  on  the 
one  hand,  and  from  the  Tweed  to  the  Kennet  on  the 
other,  the  Lea  was  ever  his  favourite  resort — the 
neighbourhood  of  Higham  Hill  particularly.  Iq 
liis  younger  days  he  devoted  a  good  deal  of  his 


Salmon  Fishing  in  1813. 

(From  the  painting  by  W.  Hilton,  R.A.    Engraved  b>i  11.  R.  Conk.   From  the  engraving  published 
August,  1813,  by  J.  Comes,  1,  Cavendish-street,  London.) 


the  sport  immortahsed  by  Izaak  Walton  (the  patron 
saint  of  all  anglers)  is  to  swell  the  count  and  weight 
of  his  string,  regardless  of  the  means  employed. 

Similar  evolution  has  elevated  the  shooting 
fraternity.  At  the  present  time  the  man  who  goes 
afield,  with  dog  and  gun,  rarely  would  be  guilty  of 
taking  a  potshot ;  he  beUeves  in  flushing  the  birds 
and  giving  them  all  the  chances  that  their  flight 
may  afford. 

Practice  of  the  principles  of  true  sportsmanship 
is  a  quality  that  distinguishes  the  sportsman,  be  he 
angler  or  shooter,  from  the  fish-hog  or  pot-hunter. 

American  Angler. 

[I  do  not  agree  altogetlier  with  the  definition  of 
"fisherman"  given  by  oiu-  American  friend.  The 
word  is  often  used  in  this  country  to  denote  a  clever 
angler — as  when  we  say,  "  He  is  a  first-rate  fisher- 
man," we  mean  a  first-rate  angler.  Then  our 
salmon  anglers  recently  formed  an  association  called 
the  "  Norwegian  Salmon  Fishermen's  Association." 
Still,  it  is  open  to  argument  that  "  fisherman  " 
might  be  better  confined  to  professional  fishers  to 
avoid  confusion. — R.  B.  M.] 


THE  LATE  ME.  J.  H.  WALKEE. 

Mr.  Jas.  H;  Walker,  born  in  1866,  became  a 
member  of  the  South  Hornsey  Anghng  Society, 
where  he  first  graduated  as  an  ardent  follower  of 
the  "  pole,'-  and  soon  became  a  proficient  wielder 


leisure  to  pedestrianism,  and  was  at  one  time  a 
difficult  customer  to  tackle.  Unfortunately  that 
fell  disease  consumption  seized  him,  and  in  spite 
of  all  that  could  be  done  claimed  him  for  its  own; 
Mr.  Walker  died  on  Thursday,  Nov.  26,  and  was 
buried  at  Chingford  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  1;  Kindly, 
gentle,  honest,  without  an  enemy,  the  angUng 
world  has  lost  a  friend. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  1813— 
"GIVING  THE  BUTT." 

Here  again  I  have  to  thank  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  for  the 
loan  of  the  engraving  from  which  our  Fishing 
Gazette  picture  of  salmon  fishing  in  1813  is  made.  I 
said  just  now  that  1823  was  long  before  waterproof 
waders  were  heard  of,  but  it  certainly  looks  as  if  the 
jolly  old  angler,  who  is  giving  the  salmon  the  butt 
with  such  tremendous  vigour,  wore  wading  stock- 
ings. I  wonder  when  they  were  first  used.  The 
angler  in  the  water  might  be  Christopher  North  or 
the  Shepherd  ;  we  may  smile  at  the  rod,  but  those 
great  "Old  Hickories"-  were  light.  I  have  one  or 
two  in  my  collection  as  good  as  ever,  and  that 
salmon  is  as  good  as  cooked. 

The  whole  scene  is  attractive,-  and  one  wonders 
just  what  kind  of  English  the  angler  on  the  opposite 
bank  is  using — his  rod  is  at  his  feet,  and  be  has 
both  hands  up  and  pulling  at  his  line  fixed  in  the 
tree  overhead;  R.  B,  Makston.; 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  very  heavy  rains  again,  which 
have  put  the  Severn,  Avon,  Trent,  and  all  our  local 
rivers  out  of  order.  Previous  to  the  late  rain  some 
of  our  members  had  taken  some  good  roach  and 
pike.  Mr.  T.  Kimberley,  of  the  Brothers  Well  Met 
Society,  with  two  friends,  at  the  end  of  last  week 
succeeded  in  taking  eighteen  pike,  all  of  a  good 
average  size.  Some  good  baskets  of  roach  were  i 
taken  from  the  Severn.  Above  Bewdley  Canal  fish- 
ing has  been  quiet.  General  meetings  at  the  clubs  are 
now  being  held  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  the  New  Year.  The  books  have  been  audited, 
dividends  have  been  declared  at  some  of  the  clubs, 
and  the  officers  and  committees  have  been  elected, 
and  in  many  instances  the  dates  of  annual  contests 
have  been  arranged,  so  that  they  may  appear  in  the 
new  contribution  books.  All  the  non-water-renting 
societies  have  had  a  very  successful  year,''as  far  as 
their  financial  positions  are  concerned.  But  the 
water -renting  clubs  have  had  a  very  bad  time,  and 
I  hear  of  more  than  one  who  intend  giving 
up  their  waters,  and  one  club  in  particular  that 
intends  to  dissolve  at  the  end  of  the  season.  The 
monthly  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  wa ;  held  on  Dec.  3  at  the  headquarters. 
A  new  society,  held  at  the  Royal  Oak  Inn,  Stoney- 
lane,  was  admittad.  The  Small  Heath  Society 
appealed  agai  I st  the  de3ision  of  the  committee  for 
fining  th  m  for  trave  ling  by  brakes  on  Sunday 
instead  of  by  rail,  but  it  was  not  entertained.  In  the 
past  the  minutes  passed  by  the  commiitee  have 
been-  printed  every  quarter  and  posted  to  the 
clubs  ;  the  committee  tliink  that  thi?  is  not  now 
needed,  but  this  will  be  left  to  the  general  body 
of  delegates  to  decide.  A  meeting  was  called  on 
Dec.  3  at  the  Coach  and  Horses,  Bordesley,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  society  for  the  protection  of 
the  waters  on  the  river  Avon,  rented  by  the  various 
clubs  in  the  district. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  h-Ave  again  Ijesii  considerably 
upset  by  the  heavy  rains  which  have  fallen  in  the 
district,  and  less  angling  has  consequently  taken 
place.  At  the  time  of  writing,  however,  thestieams 
had  practically  recovered,  and  sport  wSHs  being 
resumed.  Several  nice  pike  have  been  taken  on  the 
Forty-foot.  Trolling  has  also  proved  most  successful 
on  the  Witham.  In  regard  to  bottom  fishing  little 
sport  was  possible  last  week,  but  with  the  waters 
in  a  mere  settled  condition  roach  angleis  should 
not  fail  to  do  well. 
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FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  wintry  weath  ?r  and  occasional  frost?, 
very  little  sport  has  been  had  in  roach  fishing  on 
any  of  our  local  waters,  yet  pike  fishing  with  live 
bait  has  been  fairly  good  at  times,  both  on  the 
Driffield  Canal  and  tne  rivor  Hull  ;  both  wate -s 
are  in  fairly  good  trim  for  that  class  of  angling.  A 
few  good  fish  have  also  been  taken  during  the  pa^t 
week  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  both  with  live 
bait  and  spinning  with  the  spoon ;  one  angler 
secured  two  nice  fish  above  Sodhouse  Lock  that 
scaled  about  71b.  each.  A  littlt)  sport  in  pike  and 
perch  fishing  has  also  been  had  on  the  Ludd 
at  Fulstow  and  Firebeacon.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Sandringham  Angling  Association  was  held  last 
week,  and  Mr.  W.  Beal  elected  to  fill  the  presi- 
dential chair  for  1904,  Mr.  J.  W.  Stratford  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  T.  R.  Radcliffe  secretary.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  G.  Hostick  was  presented  with  th3 
chib's  gold  medal  for  1903.  The  members  of  the 
Hull  Progressive  A.S.  held  their  annual  dinner  at 
Victoria  Hotel,  Hedon-road,  this  being  their  sixth 
anniversary,  and  at  which  Messrs.  H.  Linklater,  H. 
Freshney,  and  A.  Mitchell  received  a  gold  medal 
each  for  aggregate  prizes. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Last  Monday  was  a  big  day  in  Warrington,  being 
the  annual  distribution  of  association  prizes.  In  all 
there  were  about  eighty,  ranging  in  value  from 
2s.  Od.  to  03s.,  and  totalling  £47  Os.  Od.  The  medals 
were  of  a  particularly  pleasing  kind  and  were  ad- 
mired generally.  Clubs  in  this  town  are  busy,  very 
busy,  "  dinnering."  Half-a-dozen  nice  pike  have 
been  taken  by  locals  from  a  Cheshire  mere,  the 
largest  101b.  The  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  have  j>ist 
had  a  fine  lot  of  stock  fish  turned  into  their 
water  by  the  generosity  of  the  Earl  of  EUesmere.  A 
large  sheet  of  water  in  his  private  grounds  was 
drained  and,  by  his  orders,  the  fish  put  in  the 
canal.  Some  idea  of  the  quantity  may  be  formed 
from  the  fact  that  ten  men  were  engaged  catching 
the  fish,  and  a  horse  and  cart  in  transferring  them 
to  the  canal.  So  far  as  can  b3  ascertained  the 
spawning  season  for  trout  has  been  good.  Artificial 
efforts  have  been  particularly  ■  fortunate,  and 
hatcheries  are  now  full.  The  anglers  of  Liverpool 
are  an  enthusiastic  lot ;  they  are  busy  as  usual  with 
matches — the  weather  is  nothing  to  them. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  anglers  in  this  city  are  looking  forward  with 
pleasure  to  the  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  on  Dec.  12,  and  confidently  expecting  the 
usual  budget  of  good  things.  The  Bradford  Total 
Abstinence  have  just  held  their  annual  party  and 
concert,  which  was  a  bumping  success.  They  were 
also  noted  for  an  important  meeting  on  Dec.  7  to 
dispose  of  routine  and  other  business.  On  Dee.  9 
the  West  Salford  A.S.  held  a  delegate  meeting  at 
the  Duchy  ;  the  notice  stated  very  important  busi- 
ness. The  Royal  Oak  A.S.,  Pendleton,  have  just  held 
their  annual  diimer  with  every  satisfaction.  In 
their  new  executive  they  are  fortunate  both  in  old 
officers  and  men  of  influence.  Col.  Sir  Lees 
Knowles,  Bart.,  M.P.,  is  their  president,  and, 
throughout  the  officers,  etc  ,  there  are  a  fine  lot  of 
experienced  men.  The  promised  lecture  by  Mr. 
Sam  Boswell  to  the  Levenshulme  A.S.  is  fixed  for 
Dec.  21  definitely.  On  Dec.  14  the  Moss  Side  Socials 
hold  an  important  meeting.  One  item  of  business 
is  the  question  of  leaving  the  C.P.A.A.  for  one  year. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  not  been  very  favourable  for 
anglers — either  frost  or  rain.  The  Trent  has  fluc- 
tuated in  height,  and  on  Wednesday  the  water  con- 
tained a  fair  tinge  of  colour.  At  Weston,  on  Tues- 
day, Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton  caught  a  choice  assortment 
of  roach  and  bream  with  the  worm,  one  of  the  latter 
weighing  within  an  ounce  of  41b.  Lower  down  the 
river,  Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  Mr.  H.  Coxon  creeled  a 
substantial  bag  of  roach  and  chub  with  the  same 
kind  of  bait,  and  roach  were  shown  from  Clifton 
Grove  and  Wilford  (Pyatt's^Meadow).  Recently  at 
Kineton  Mr.  S.  Smith  and,  friends  killed  fourteen 
good  sized  pike  with  the  live  bait,  and  Mr.  W. 
Meakin,  of  Long  Eaton,  Derbyshire,  ran  and  landed 
seven  of  38lb.  in  the  "  Blackpool "  at  Weston  Clifi. 
On  Dec.  3,  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  and  your  correspondent 
bagged  nineteen  chub,  one  perch  (almost  a  rarity  in 
the  Trent  nowadays),  and  two  big  roach,  the 
bigger  weighing  lib.  13foz.  It  was  as  bright  as 
silver,  and  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Tlie  whole  of 
the  fish  fell  to  the  small  red  worm.  Derby  anglei-s 
have  been  getting  some  handsome  roach  on  their 
stretch  at  Weston,  and  also  on  the  Pride  of  Derby 
Club's  length  above  Sawley  Bridge.  The  river  is  in 
grand  order  for  worm  or  maggot  fisliing,  being  too 
thick  for  the  use  of  either  greaves  or  pith  and  brains. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  Severn  and  Tome  arc  again  very  liigh, 
and  the  water  very  much  discoloured,  owing  to  a 
very  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  Djc.  4  ;  and  altliough 
the  afternoons  since  have  been  fine  and  the  night", 
bright  and  frosty,  after  midnight  it  has  rained 
heavily  the  whole  of  the  mornings,  so  that  there  is 
no  immediate  prospect  of  either  river  being  in 
condition  again.  On  Dec.  3,  both  rivers  were 
clear  with  about  18  inches  of  water  on,  and  several 
had  good  catches  of  roach  and  chub  in  the  Severn, 
and  good  sport  among  the  dace  and  chub  in  thj 
Teme.  Fishing  near  Tonbury,  Messrs.  J.  M. 
Jones  and  Crockett,  Prince  of  Wales  Club, 
caught  creels  full  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  the 
latter  particularly  fine,  maggot  the  bait  used  :  only 
one  grayling  was  taken.  The  Avon,  although  slightly 
coloured,  has  not  been  so  much  affected  by  the  rain 
as  the  other  rivers,  and  has  been  more  fished  ;  there 
are  a  lot  of  pike  in  the  rivei-,  and  on  Monday, 
Dec.  7,  Mr.  H.  Tyler,  Prince  of  Wales  Club,  took  three 
fine  fish  at  Defford  with  live  bait;  heavie.st,  lllb.  ; 
others  have  been  succassful  with  the  spoon.  The 
Arbiratum  Angling  Club  had  their  an  iual  dinner 
on  Thursday  evening,  Dec.  3 ;  Mr.  H.  Mansfiold 
presided.  Host  Fa  msr  provided  an  excellent 
repast,  his  cataring  giving  great  satisfaction.  About 
forty  members  were  present.  A  lot  of  valuable 
prizes  were  pres3nted  to  the  successful  competitors 
in  the  several  contests  h-3ld  during  the  season, 
Messrs.  E.  Hobday,  S.  Hobday,  E.  Al  in,  and  J. 
Shirton  being  all  first  prize  winners,  Mr.  .1.  Shirt  jn 
taking  special  p:-ize  for  heaviest  fish  taken  in  any 
contest  during  the  season.  A  capital  musical  pro- 
gramme was  well  rendered,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  spent. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers 
held  their  aimual  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Dec.  8,  Councillor  W.  R.  Robinson  presiding.  A 
large  increase  in  the  numb3r  of  clubs  affiliated  was 
reported  on  the  year.  The  negotiations  for  acquir- 
ing fishing  rights  in  the  Nidd  and  Foss  had  been 
satisfactorily  concluded.  Another  long  stretch  of 
fishing  on  the  York  side  of  the  river  now  includes 
nearly  the  whole  of  ths  water  between  Cattle  Brick 
Works  and  the  Ouse,  and  there  is  a  very  good 
length  on  the  Hammerton  side.  There  is,  it  seems, 
just  cause  for  the  many  complaints  that  have  been 
made  about  the  weedy  state  of  the  Towthorpe 
waters,  but  the  nuisance  is  likely  to  be  -  emedied 
again-jt  another  season.  Satisfaction  was  ex- 
pressed that  the  frequent  applications  to  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  for  a  close  season  for 
the  OusB  are  likely  to  have  effect  in  the  near 
future,  although  the  question  of  netting  still 
remains  in  abeyance.  Captain  W.  H.  Key,  J.P., 
was  re-elected  president.  The  annual  supper  and 
"social"  connected  with  the  Cattle  Market  A.C., 
York,  attracted  a  large  company  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  5.  The  Ouse  and  Foss  are  in  flood  and  much 
discoloured,  and  there  is  very  little  doing  in  either 
of  these  rivers. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  become  very  mild  and  wet,  but 
there  have  been  no  sudden  or  violent  floods,  which 
would  do  harm  on  the  spawning  gromids.  Spawn- 
ing, so  far,  has  gone  satisfactorily,  and  poachers, 
generally  speaking,  are  keeping  very  quiet.  At  the 
last  Waterville  Petty  Sessions  John  McCarthy,  of 
Emlaghnamuck,  and  his  son  Timothy  McCarthy, 
were  prosecuted  for  illegally  fishing  with  a  net  in 
the  defined  mouth  of  the  River  Inny  on  Sept.  3  last. 
A  water  bailiff  and  a  man  named  John  Clifford 
proved  the  offence,  and  John  McCarthy  was  fined 
£8  and  15s.  costs,  and  Timo  hy  McCarthy  was  fined 
£2. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remaeks. — The  river  is 
still  very  much  coloured,  and  there  has  been  very 
little  sport  in  the  lower  reaches.  As  a  s  imple  of 
what  has  been  done,  1  may  mention  that  sixteen 
members  of  the  K.P.S.  fished  a  roach  competition 
this  week,  and  tlie  largest  roach  caught  was  only  just 
over  Ooz.  On  Tuesday  (Dec.  8)  at  Kingston  I  had 
in  an  hour's  fishing  four  roach  of  Jib.  each,  but  the 
temperature  was  warmer.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
th  xt  if  the  water  was  clearer  there  would  be  so.-ne 
good  takes  of  roach  in  nearly  every  par  t  of  th3  river. 
Mdeham,  the  profession  il  fisherman  at  Old  Windsor, 
has  received  many  congratulations  on  introducing  a 
client  to  the  specimen  roach  of  21b.  13oz.,  reported 
in  last  week's  Fishing    Gazette.     The  fish  was 
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taken  on  gentles,  and  Mr.  G.  Edmonds,  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Walton  A.S.,  is  highly  deb'ghted  in 
getting  the  finest  roach  from  the  Thames  on  record. 
Apart  from  this,  Mr.  Prylve  has  had  a  roach  of 
21b.  .4^oz  at  Hurley,  and  Mr.  Norris,  at  Pang- 
bourne,  has  had  a  similar  fish  of  21b.  loz.  It  seems 
probable,  therefore,  that  we  shall  soon  hear  of 
more  large  roach  being  taken.  Pike  of  16.11b.  and 
14ilb.  have  been  caught  at  Shspperton,  "but  the 
water  is  rather  too  thick  now  for  pike  fishing.  The 
leger  or  paternoster  tackle  is  best  just  now.  Five 
hundred  more  young  salmon  have  been  placed  in 
the  river  at  Teddington  by  tha  Thames  Salmon 
Association. — F.  H.  Amthlett. 

Avon  (Ringwoocl). — The  rain  during  the  past 
week  has  again  coloured  the  water,  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  is  fining  down  and  should  be  in  good  con- 
dition by  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  On  Dec.  8 
Mr.  Beck  took  two  pike  of  71b.  each,  and  several 
smaller  ones.  On  Dec.  9  Mr.  Willetts  took  two  of 
51b.  each  and  three  smaller  ones,  and  Mr.  R.  H. 
Morant  also  took  two  of  51b.  each. — M.  W.  Haytee. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).  —  Since  my 
last  report  on  this  free  water  of  the  Cam  the  weather 
has  again  been  exceedingly  unsettled,  the  river 
being  fishable  one  day  and  heavy  fogs  the  next,  so 
very  few  rods  have  been  seen  out,  with  small  results, 
only  a  few  odd  pike.  Nothing  of  importance  has 
been  done  amongst  the  roach,  the  stream  rannino' 
too  quickly. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

£se  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Since  last  report 
some  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  Exe  and  Canal, 
also  some  roach  and  a  few  perch.  Two  an^^Iers,  in 
private  water  near  Exeter,  had  nine  pike.  Tin 
best  fish  (12ilb.)  is  being  set  up,  and  was  caught  by 
IVIr.  Gordon,  of  Exraouth,  who  was  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Poole,  of  the  London  Hotel.  Two  large  fish 
unfortunately  escaped,  or  the  number  and  weight 
would  have  been  greater.  Last  week  in  mentioning 
the  seven  fine  pike,  weighing  1231b.,  caught  by  Mr. 
Davey,  of  Tiverton,  I  omitted  to  add  that  he  had 
a  tench  just  over  51b.  from  tlie  same  place,  and  a 
roach  of  21b.  The  two  latter  fish  are  now  alive  in 
a  large  tank.  The  last  named  fish  was  caught  in 
the  river  Lowman,  the  others  were  all  taken  in  the 
Great  Western  Canal,  about  one  and  a  half  mile 
from  Tiverton  town.  I  hear  further  good  accounts 
from  Exmouth,  some  pollack  and  mullet  being  in 
evidence.  Mr.  R.  Mostyn  caught  fi'ty-one  and 
thirty  of  the  latter  in  two  successive  days  in  the 
docks.  The  other  successful  captors  were  Messrs. 
White,  Pollard,  Beak,  and  others.  As  your  next 
issue  will  be  your  special  Christmas  number,  I 
embrace  the  opportunity  as  usual  of  wishing  your 
editor,  manager,  and  staff  the  compliments  of  this 
festive  season,  and  also  all  the  anglers  their  hoped- 
for  success  in  tight  lines  and  heavy  creels. — Red 
Palmer. 

Pen   District  (South   Lines  and  CambaJ.- 

The  cold  has  brought  a  check  to  riverside  angling 
this  week  in  this  district.  Ra'n  hai  also  made 
thing;  disagreeable,  and  very  few  have  ventured 
so  far  afield  as  to  try  for  roach  and  perch.  With 
pike  it  has  been  different  ;  by  allowing  the  bait  to 
swim  with  the  current  some  few  captures  have  been 
made,  the  best  fish  running  up  to  about  71b.  On 
the  Forty-foot,  the  captures  of  pereh  have  yielded 
good  fish  and  so  have  roich.  On  the  Weiland  I 
hear  they  have  been  having  some  pret.y  good  luck 
with  roach  and  pike  in  the  neighbourhoodof  Deepino-. 
— Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries  The   weather  remains 

unsettled,  and  under  the  circumstance  =i  prospects 
of  sport  are  none  too  promising.  There  has  been 
another  rise  in  the  river,  and,  althovigh  generally  in 
good  colour,  it  is  running  fast  in  the  old  channel, 
especially  in  some  of  the  backwaters.  The  frost 
appears  to  have  brought  the  porch  on  feed,  and  in 
the  Broxbourne  district  a  171b.  basket  has  been 
made  by  Mr.  Beaumont,  of  the  Anglers'  Association, 
who  also  caught  a  pike  of  41b.  on  a  minnow  and 
"tight  line."  Mr.  Randall  has  creeled  some  nice 
dace  at  Ponders  End,  one  of  the  fish  scaling  fib. 
A  perch  of  21b.  has  been  captured  by  Mr.  King  at 
St.  Margaret's.  Some  roach — which  are  in  splendid 
condition — have  been  taken  here  and  there,  but  the 
stormy  weather  has  been  against  sport  among  those 
fish.  Later. — Owing  to  more  rain,  the  Lea  has 
risen  again,  and  is  running  fast  and  thick  (Tluu-sday 
morning,  Dec.  10). — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster^.  -  Both  these 
grayling  streams  are  nmning  in  fair  order  for  fish- 
ing, but  have  been  affected  by  the  heavy  rain  at 
the  beginning  of  the  week,  and  are  slightly  stained. 
The  weather  at  present  is  all  against  prospects  for 
sport,  and  until  we  get  more  fine  frosty  weather 
there  is  veiy  little  prospect  of  the  fish  moving. 
AngUng  has  been  very  slow  of  late,  and  very  few 
fisli  lauded. — Gwynne. 

Itugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingslaud).— 
Rivers  were  in  good  order  up  to  Dec.  8,  but  are 
now  muddy  and  swollen  about  six  inches,  so  there 


can  bo  no  fishing  before  the  beginning  of  the  coming 
week,  and  it  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  weather 
if  there  will  be  a  chance  then.  As  far  as  indications 
go  at  present  (Wednesday,  Dec.  9),  they  are 
decidedly  discouraging,  storms  of  rain,  etc.,  being 
frequent.  Wind  south-west,  strong  and  squally ; 
glass  very  low,  with  no  inclination  to  rise. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Recent  floods  have  abateJ, 
but  water  still  thick  on  account  of  the  rain  of 
Dec.  8.  A  few  fish  were  taken  last  week-end,  but 
nothing  over  a  pike  of  5i\h.  Water  should  be  in 
good  condition  by  Saturday  (Dec.  12)  if  no  more 
heavy  rains.  — F.  Beeson. 

Severn,  Vsrrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — After  the  few  days  of  settled  frosty  weather, 
during  which  time  grayling  fishing  was  very  success- 
ful, a  change  took  place,  and  at  present  it  rains  more 
or  less  every  day  so  that  all  these  rivers  are  onee 
more  out  of  condition  for  all  kinds  of  angling  except- 
ing pike  fishing. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suflfolk).— The  water  during  the 
past  week  has  been  in  splendid  colour  for  roach 
angling,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made, 
brandlings  being  the  best  lure.  Mr.  A.  White  had 
30lb.  of  good  fish  in  two  afternoons'  fishing,  includ- 
ing several  of  lib.  each,  Mr.  A.  Powell  having  a 
decent  catch,  including  one  of  lib.  lloz.  Mr.  H. 
Baker  had  161b.  in  one  afternoon,  largest  lib.  lOoz., 
next  three  going  31b.  6oz.  Pike  fishing  has  been 
very  slow.  To-day,  Dec.  9,  it  has  again  been  rain- 
ing hard,  which  will  no  doubt  cause  another  push 
of  water,  but  if  no  more  rain  falls  river  will  no  doubt 
be  right  again  for  the  week-end. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — 
The  weather  during  the  week  has  shown  a  variety 
of  changes— frost,  sleet,  bright  sunshine,  and  cold 
showers.  Rivers  have  fined  down,  bat  sport  as  a 
rule  has  been  under  the  average,  in  fact,  the  water- 
side has  been  almost  deserted.  From  the  Ouse,  in 
the  upper  reaches,  a  few  pike  have  been  taken  by 
local  anglers,  but  nothing  exceeding  5^lh.,  taken 
with  live  snap.  From  the  Barcombe  district,  a  few 
roach,  up  to  IJlb.,  have  been  taken  by  ledgering 
with  worm,  and  pike  up  to  41b.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  is  bright,  and  although  baits  are  feeding 
well  the  larger  fish  are  off.  The  record  of  the  week 
has  been  pike  up  to  6Jlb.,  taken  by  a  visitor  spin- 
ning with  sprat,  smaller  fish  taken  with  live  gorge, 
and  a  few  perch,  the  heaviest  2|lb.  Mr.  Gilmere,  of 
Priory-road,  has  recently  set  up  two  cases  of  perch 
caught  in  the  canal,  fish  of  3ilb.  and  31b.,  which  do 
hirn  credit — lifelike  with  surrounding  weeds,  and 
artistic  cases.  I  consider  them  the  best  specimens 
in  Chichester,  of  perch,  I  have  seen  mounted,  and 
the  most  realistic. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  'Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  was 
running  into  capital  order  until  Dec.  7,  and  the  fish 
were  fairly  on  the  move,  owing  to  the  .sharp  frosts 
and  fine  days.  Since  Dec.  6  heavy  rain  has  been  had 
in  the  district,  and  the  river  is  now  slightly  stained, 
and  has  the  appearance  of  snow  broth  on  it  from  off 
the  hills.  The  weather  has  been  anything  but 
inviting  for  anglers  to  go  out,  and  very  few  have 
been  on  the  banks.  What  with  the  cold  winds  and 
rain  it  has  been  against  the  fish  moving,  and  it  will 
be  some  days  before  there  will  be  sport ;  before 
the  rain  the  fish  were  feeding  between  eleven  and 
two  in  the  day,  and  a  few  rods  were  out,  and  dace, 
roach  and  perch  were  taken. — S.  Ludlow. 

 •  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  up  to 

the  end  of  last  week  was  in  fair  order  for  fishing, 
and  tliere  had  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  out  after 
the  grayling.  The  weather  took  a  turn  for  the 
worst  on  Dec.  6,  and  heavy  rain  has  been  had, 
accompanied  by  cold,  biting  winds  ;  the  water  has 
risen  a  little  and  is  slightly  stained,  and  ang'i  rg  this 
week  has  been  very  quiet. — Worcester. 

Tyue,  North  and  South,  and  Neig'hbourin!> 
Rivers. — The  South  Tyne, at  Chollerford, has  during 
the  past  week  fished  fairly  well  considering  the 
mixed  weather  of  late.  Some  good  dace  have  been 
takea  with  worm  at  Corbridge.  Mr.  J.  Heald  had 
a  basket  of  seven  good  dace.  Some  good  takes  of 
grayling  are  recorded  from  the  Glen  in  the  Wooler 
district.  Mr.  Abdale,  Mr.  Newbiggin,  and  Mr. 
Appleby,  fishing  for  pike  in  a  Northumberland 
loch,  killed  fifteen  fish,  ranging  from  41b.  to  141b. — 
Hexry  a.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  & 
10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — On  Wednesday,  Dec.  ?,  Mr. 
Gias;  caught  the  largest  pike  taken  out  of  this 


Gk.\ylIng  Flik.s  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  watei'  in  the  kinsdom.  Flies  to  pattern 
accurately  coined.  Fly  dressing  material— wings,  hackles,  silks, 
etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  reiiuirements. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widg-on 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  (juality,  2d.  per 
dozen  ;  eyed,  id.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair  caats,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  MI1.LEK  (Telephone 
26(11),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  ly,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds.  ' 


lake  for  some  years  ;  its  weight  was  19lb.  lOo/,., 
length,  3ft.  4Jin.,  and  a  female  fish,  which  Mr. 
Anstiss  is  preserving.  There  are  several  good  pike 
here,  but  want  fishing  for ;  the  price  is  2s.  6d.  per 
two  rods,  live  bait  and  spinning  allowed.  Mr. 
Keiser,  who  caught  a  9-pounder  last  season,  caught 
a  4  J -pounder  on  Nov.  2^. — A.  Newham. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Slid  Lines).  —  The 
Witham  has  been  again  high  with  flood  water,  and 
those  who  have  visited  it  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  smaller  fi.sh  have  left  the  main 
stream  for  the  tributaries.  There  have  been  a  few 
pike  captured  at  Chapel  Hill  anl  the  district  around. 
Pereh  have  come  from  the  jimction  of  the  Sleaford 
Canal.  Most  of  the  sport  has  been  reckoned  with 
on  the  Bain,  not  only  on  the  canalised  water,  but 
on  the  open  reaches  by  the  mill.  There  have  been 
a  few  captures  of  pike  on  the  Bain  end,  and  it  was 
supposed  that  anglers  would  have  a  fairly  good 
time  during  this  weak.  Things  have  been  quiet  on 
the  drains  about  Boston,  but  a  few  roach  were 
caught  in  the  deep  waters  of  the  river. — Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse,  etc. 
(Torks), — Up  to  Saturday,  Dec.  5,  so  long  as  the 
frost  lasted  fishing  for  grayling  was  improving.  The 
upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfedale  have  been  covered 
with  snow ;  a  few  grayling  fishermen  have  been  out 
at  Appletreewick,  Grassington,  Kilnsey,  and  Burn- 
sail.  Sport  was  fairly  good,  especially  in  the 
Kilnsey  length.  One  angler  got  a  splendid  dish 
of  28  grayling.  At  Ilkley  sport  has  varied,  some 
nice  fish  were  caught  with  the  worm  up  to 
Saturday,  December  5.  Very  little  has  been 
done  between  Otley  and  Harewood.  On  Saturday, 
Dec.  5,  in  the  length  from  Woodhall  to  CoUingham, 
one  angler  caught  eleven  nice  grayling.  Beyond 
this  district  very  few  anglers  have  been  seen  out. 
The  Yore  has  been  out  of  condition  for  some  days, 
but  I  am  pleased  to  see  there  is  a  fair  show  of 
spawning  salmon  and  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Yore  and  its  tributai-y  streams  ;  they  have  lots 
of  enemies,  and  require  looking  after.  The  other 
day  whilst  Harry  Storey,  a  gamekeeper's  son, 
was  out  shooting  near  the  beck  at  the  foot  of 
Haw  Bank,  his  attention  was  attracted  by  a 
heron  fishing.  After  watching  it  a  quart  sr  of  an 
hour,  he  saw  it  draw  out  three  trout.  Setting  the 
bird  up,  he  fired  and  shot  it ;  before  it  died  it 
disgorged  three  trout,  all  aUve,  each  weighing  over 
-|-lb.,  and  being  put  bask  into  the  beck,  the  trout 
swam  away,  apparently  none  or  little  the  worse. 
Very  little  angling  has  been  done  in  the  Yore  at 
Middleham,  Masham,  Tanfield,  Ripon,  and  Borough- 
bridge.  The  Swale  and  Nidd  have  been  highly 
coloured.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Swale  a  few 
braceof  graylinghave  been  caught  at  Skeeby  and  Cat- 
terick  Bridge.  In  the  Nidd  very  little  is  doing  in  the 
higher  reaches,  but  in  the  lower  reaches  at  Knares- 
boro',  Walshford  Bridge,  and  Hunsingore  some  fine 
panniers  of  coarse  fish  have  been  caught.  Since 
Monday  the  weather  has  been  very  changeable. 
Rain  has  faUen  every  day,  consequently  the  snow  is 
running  fast  away  from  the  hills,  and  all  the  York- 
shire rivers  are  running  bankful,  and  it  will  be  some 
days  before  they  will  be  fit  for  any  kind  of  angling. 
— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone). — ^No  salmon 
have  run  for  some  time  ;  the  last  run  is  due  about 
Christmas  week.  The  fish  on  the  redds  about 
here  have  spawned^  and  a  good  many  have  gone 
down  to  Lough  Neagli  to  feed  on  the  pollen  and 
recuperate. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  com- 
paratively mild  ;  the  pike  and  pei'ch  fishing  waters 
are  in  good  order,  yet  sport  is  poor.  I  have  heard 
of  no  pike  over  31b.  The  same  old  game  of  trout- 
poaching  on  the  utterly  unprotected  rivers  about 
here  is  being  carried  on.  The  salmon  runs  have 
ceased.  A  small  shoal  of  herrings  visited  the  lough 
last  week.  One  very  small  fish  was  got  half  dead 
in  the  polluted  waters  below  a  shipyard. — J.  A.  B. 

Ttloy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Culien  iBallina,  co. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  are  high  for  good  jack  fishing, 
but  the  heavy  frost  is  reducing  both  loughs  fast. 
Mr.  C.  Ratchff"had  five  jack.  91b.,  9lb.,  131b.,  IS^lb., 
251b.    Wild-fowl  plentiful. — Pat  Hearnes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  a  succession  of  south- 
easterly and  south-westerly  gales  dui'ing  the  past 
fortnight,  and  dm-ing  intervals  of  calmer  seas  only 
two  or  three  boats  off,  and  very  cold  work  anglers 
had  of  it.  Silver  whiting  appear  to  have  left.  Sea 
calming  down  again. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch.  —  The  angling  prospects 
for  this  week  ead  are  not  very  bright  The  severe 
white  frosts  and  gales  of  wind  and  rain  have  sent  the 
fish  out  of  the  river  mto  deep  water.  Some  twenty- 
four  members  of  the  Central  A.S.  were  down  on 
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Dec.  6  fishing  for  prizes,  but  I  could  not  hear  that 
a  single  fish  was  taken.  The  tide,  when  they 
arrived  here,  was  running  too  strong  and  the  water 
was  too  tliiok  for  rod  and  line  angling,  and  if  this 
weather  continues  I  should  advise  anglers  not  to 
come  just  now. — J.  Wright. 

Seal. — Thursd  y,  Dsc.  3. — Fresh  breeze,  wind 
S.W.,  water  still  very  thick,  no  fishing  worth  men- 
tion ;  late  in  th3  evening  a  very  heavy  gale  from  the 
S.S.W.,  with  thick  rain  and  heavy  seas,  sprung  up, 
and  Godwin  light  vessels  showed  distress  signals  ; 
launched  lifeboat.  After  a  night's  search  in  vain, 
returned  to  shore  after  daylight  cn  the  morning  of 
the  4th  ;  no  fishing  boats  out  with  rod  and  Une. 
On  the  oth,  wind,  S.S.VV.,  light,  water  smooth  anl 
thick  as  mud,  and  low  barometer  rea  lings;  plenty 
of  sprats  and  several  good  cod  taken  on  long  lines  by 
local  fishermen,  nothing  particular  with  rod  and  line. 
On  6th,  wind  northerly,  cold,  nothing  done.  On 
7th,  wind,  S.W.,qmte  a'gale,  with  raia;  nothi^ig  done 
with  rod  and  line.  On  tha  8th,  wind  S.W.,  moderate 
first  part  of  daj',  freshening  up  with  rain  in  the  after- 
noon ;  plenty  of  sprats,  and  watar  like  mud.  Two 
boats  put  out  with  rod  and  line,  one  returned  with 
three  cod  of  171b.,  131b.,  and  71b.,  and  one  whiting, 
the  other  returned  with  one  good  codling,  five 
very  large  pouting,  two  whiting,  and  one  fine 
bixli-rout.  On  the  9th,  wind  S.S.W.,  gale,  and  thick 
with  rain  and  strong  sea,  too  much  for  boat  fishing, 
moderating  dovra  towards  evening ;  wind  more  off 
the  land,  and  should  the  weather  now  keep  moderate 
the  tide?  suit  well  for  all-day  fishing  this  week-end. 
— Edwd.  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

 (the  Pier).— The  recent  very  stormy  W3af  her 

has  not  been  conducive  to  good  sport,  and  the 
piercing  winds  have  rendered  fishing  operations 
extremely  unpleasant.  Though  whiting  are  still 
very  scarce,  cod  aad  codling  have  been  more  plenti- 
ful than  usual,  and  a  good  number  have  been 
recently  taken.  On  Dec.  4  large  pouting  and  a  few 
whiting  constituted  the  majority  of  the  day's  cntch, 
but  things  panned  out  better  on  the  foUowi-  jay, 
when  Mr.  W.  F.  Cobb  had  three  codlmg  .  i  51b., 
4ilb.,  and  2flb.  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Hills  a  cod  of  ejlb., 
Mastsr  Eric  Ray  a  lot  of  large  pDutings,  and 
Mr.  W.  Thompson  a  cod  of  8flb.  Dec.  6  found 
but  few  anglers  in  position,  the  day  being  bitterly 
cold,  and  the  chief  catches  were  a  41b.  codling 
by  Mr.  Waddell,  three  by  Mr.  Glen,  largest 
51b.,  and  Mr.  Van  Joel  and  Mr.  Edwards  a  small 
mixed  bag.  Some  Tunbridge  anglers  paid 
a  visit  here  on  Dec.  7,  but  did  nothing  whatever 
until  late  in  the  afternoon,  whan  a  few  codling 
were  caught.  Mr.  Stoate  had  the  good  fortune  to 
hook  and  land  a  plump  cod  of  SJlb.,  the  heaviest 
fish  taken  upon  the  pier  this  season.  The  pier 
catch  on  Dec.  8  chiefly  consisted  of  large  pouting 
and  a  few  whiting,  and  on  Dec.  8,  a  squally  day, 
xery  small  returns  were  made,  the  best  catch  fall- 
ing to  ]Mr.  G.  Harvey  and  including  a  codling  of 
51b.  Given  a  few  days  of  settled  weather,  and  som ; 
rousing  sport  among  big  fish  may  justly  be  antici- 
pated. J.  RiCH.iKDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall).— The  weather  has  been  quite 
too  rough  lately  for  boat  angling.  Fifty  large 
whiting  pollack  were  taken  by  ons  boat  over  the 
Folkhorn  fishing  ground  about  t-n  days  ago. 
Inside  oiu-  "inland  sea"  harbour  bass,  cod,  and 
plaice  are  being  taken.  We  have  had  rather  a 
plague  of  dogfish. — H. 

Lowestoft — During  the  past  we.^k  the  weather 
has  been  very  bad,  and  sport  ahno.st  at  a  standstill. 
The  whiting  season  is  now  over,  but  dabs  and  a  few 
codling  ar.i  giving  some  sport.  Owing  to  there 
being  a  large  number  of  sprats  about  few  cod,  have 
bson  recorded,  but  when  the  sprats  have  gone  large 
takes  of  cod  can  be  relied  on.  Everytning  is  m 
favour  of  this  being  a  record  cod  yaar,  and  in  aboub 
a  fortnight,  artd  for  the  ensuing  two  mmths,  we 
shall  be  in  the  thick  of  it.  In  fact,  it  looks  as  if 
they  are  already  coming  in,  for  yesterday  (8th)  Mr. 
Haws,  fishing  with  a  casting  line  on  the  Mortli 
Beach,  landed  five  cod,  largest  lOJlb.,  and  on  the 
Clare.nont  Pie^-  a  nice  fish  of  71b.  was  taken  and 
one  or  two  smaller  fish.  Two  nwre  matches  for  the 
Nockolds  Cup  take  place  during  the  prese.it  week, 
and  a  special  match  (weights  not  to  count  for  tha 
cup)  is  being  arranged  for  the  26th. — H.  L.  F. 

Penzance. — Very  stormy  weather,  only  one  or 
two  chances  for  going  out  during  week  ;  catches  of 
thirty  whiting  down,  but  very  few  boats  out.  Tha 
whiting  are  of  good  -size — I  weighed  several  which 
scaled  21b.— J  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.) 

  Pier  angling  has  been,  and  is,  in  abeyance, 

owing  to  the  very  stormy  weather.  Some  of  O-u- 
boats  go  out  drift  fishing  for  "  winter  herring  ' 
when  tha  weather  is  at  all  favourable. — H. 

Plymouth  — We  are  just  now  suffering  from  a 
plague  of  dogfish,  which  are  playing  sad  havoc,  not 
only  with  the  fish  in  the  nets  but  the  nets  also.  It 
is  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  new  fleet  of  nets  to  be 
shot,  and  upon  their  beuig  hauled  in  their  value 
reduced  at  least  two-thirds  by  being  cut  to  pieces 
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by'the  teeth  of  the  dogfish,  added  to  this  the  best 
part  of  the  fish  so  damaged  that  th=?y  are  unfit  for 
the  market.  Last  year  we  had  a  plague  of  octopirs, 
which  destroyed  all  the  crabs  and  lobsters  in  the 
pots.  The  weather  has  been  rather  unsettled  for 
the  ordinary  fishermnn,  but  those  who  have  not 
minded  the  weather  have  had  fair  sport. — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southwold — We  .ther  during  last  week 'proved 
trying  in  mo''e  senses  th-in  one.  A  few  ang'ers 
have  braved  tha  elements.  Whiting  seem  to  have 
quite  left  our  east  coast  shores,  probably  for  soma 
more  favoured  spot.  Good  dabs,  flounders,  and 
cod  are  still  to  be  had,  and  sprats  in  any  quantity 
are  being'  taken  by  the  boatmen  when  weather 
permits.  Principal  takes  from  the  pier  are  as 
follows  : — Dec.  3. — Rev.  Father  Mason,  codling, 
7ilb.  ;  Mr.  E.  Moore,  codling,  3;ib.  Dec.  4.— 
Mr.  Wrightson  three  codlinor^  61b.,  41b.,  3 Jib.  ; 
Mr.  Wild  one,  31b.;  Mr.  T.  Taylor,  one  71b. 
13oz.  Splendid  takes  of  sprats — some  boats  as  many 
as  forty  bushels.  Dec.  5. — Bitterly  cold  day.  Mr.  G. 
Taylor  codling  of  5lb.  13oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Peck  took  forty 
cod  on  long  line.  Dee.  7. — South-west  gale.  Fish- 
ing out  of  the  question.  Dac.  8. — Mr.  Wrightson 
took  four  codling,  61b.,  7oz.,  olb.  6oz.,  3jlb.,  2|db., 
respectively.  Mr.  T.  Matthews  (B.S.A.S.)'a  71b.  bag, 
including  codling  of  3  Jlb.  ;  W.  Cragie  took  three- 
score cod  with  long  lines.  Dec.  9. — South-west  gale. 
Mr.  Matthews  took  one  codling,  41b.  ;  some  boats 
managed  to  get  ttventy  bushels  of  sprats. — L.  B. 
Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walmer. — Comparatively  few  anglers  are  here ; 
cod  of  good  size  and  excellent  condition  have  been 
taken  in  large  numbers  on  the  lono;  lins.s.  Mercer 
and  Sinclair,  for  instance,  took  33  and  26  respectively 
on  one  line  (each)  on  one  tide  on  Monday,  Dec.  7, 
and  others  have  done  very  well.  Weather  very  cold 
and  unsettled,  but  showing  signs  of  considerable 
improvement  in  the  immediate  future.  Sprats  are 
very  plentiful,  and  the  fishery  is  in  full  swing. 
Wliiting,  however,  are  rather  scarce. — -Charles 
HusSEY  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssoctaftons,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern 
District  will  be  to  the  Dalston  A.S.,  Brownlow 
Arms,  Brownlow-streat,  Da'ston,  on  Dec.  14. — G. 
Manning. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

I   beg  to  acknow'edge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £4  13s.  from  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers, 
and  £2  2s.  from  Wenlock  A.S.— W.  H.  Barber. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

At  the  meeting  at  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant, 
on  Tuesday  last,  when  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presided, 
fishing  reports  were  not  very  numerous,  nor  were 
the  catches  in  any  case  large.  However,  very 
amusing  angling  experiences  were  related,  amongst 
them  by  Mr.  Beamont,  who,  together  with  Mr. 
Clark,  had  fished  at  Burnham  with  but  poor  result. 
Mr.  iliggs  also  gave  an  account  of  more  or  less 
unprofitable  jack  fishing  at  Rickmansworth,  Di'. 
Ladell,  who  had  fishe.l  at  Brighton  (together  with 
Mr.  Vincent),  having  also  a  somewhat  light  catch. 
The  event  of  the  eveniig,  however,  was  a  very  able 
and  practical  paper  by  the  hm.  librariin,  Mr. 
J.  Dryden,  on  the  distinctive  characters  and 
peculiarities  of  roach,  rudd,  chu's,  and  dace.  This 
subject  was  treated  by  tha  author  in  a  thoroughly 
scientific  manner,  but  in  a  style  so  that  all  coull 
understand,  having  th ;  further  adva  itage  of  being 
illustrated  by  some  very  fin -ly  executed  diagrams, 
etc.,  by  Miss  Ladell,  hon.  artist  to  the  society.  The 
paper  was  altogether  a  great  sujcess,  an:l,  after  an 
interesting  discussion,  very  hearty  votes  ^f  thanks 
and  appreciation  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Dryden, 
and  to  Miss  Ladell  for  the  diagrams  she  had  pre- 
pared. On  Tuesday  next  there  will  ba  a  pike  and 
perch  competi  ion;  the  scciety  wih  award  smaller 
silver  medal  for  best  single  fish  in  each  class  respec- 
tively, usuil  C.L.P.S.  conditians.  The  customary 
"  Society  "  toast  having  been  duly  honaured,  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  most  cordially  passed  to  the  greatly 
esteemed  chairman. — Hon.  Sec. 

Golden  Carp  Anglin-g  Sdciety. 

To  inaugurate  the  opening  of  tha  above  society 
a  dinner  was  celebrated  on  Dac.  3  at  the  head- 
quarters, the  Sussex  Stores,  20,  Uppar  St.  Martin's- 
lane,  W.C.  Over  fifty  members  and  their  friends 
sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast  provided  by  Host 
J.  Page.  The  forthcoming  president,  Mr.  T.  Parrott, 
ably  outlined  the  programme  of  the  s  ason.  Mr. 
F.  G.  Haines  (president  of  the  New  Century  A.S.) 
proposed  "  Success  to  the  Golden  Carp  A.S.,"  and  a 
very  admirable  concert  was  carried  through  imder 
the  able  conductorship  of  Mr.  Goodman,  when  a 
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vote  of  thanks  to  Host  Page  brought  the  proceedings 
to  a  close. 

Gresuam  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  P.  C'onnellan  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuasdiy  last.  A  new  member  was 
elected.  Owing  to  an  unexpect'jd  important  engage- 
ment the  paporjas  announced  to  be  read  on  Tue  sday 
next  by  Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickons  is  postponed.  Last 
Satvu'day  s  fog  interfered  sadly  with  the  outing  to 
Kelvedon ;  very  few  members  ventured  from  London, 
and  those  who  did  go  down  met  with  little  success, 
the  fish  being  quite  "off."  Messrs.  Gill  and  Sahnond 
paid  the  Thames  a  visit,  and  had  capital  bagsof  roach. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Gairdner  had  jack  from  the  Ouse,  and 
was  successful  in  creeling  a  splendid  roach  of 
21b.  2|oz.,  which  is  being  got  ready  for  a  gla.ss  case. 
The  lata  Mr.  .1.  H.  Walker's  fishing-tackle  has  been 
entrusted  to  the  society  for  disposal,  and  further 
announcement  with  regard  to  this  will  appear  in 
one  of  the  future  weekly  reports.— F.  E.  Eldeed, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatobial  Society. 

Mr.  W.  Edmonds  presided  over  Monday's  meeting. 
Three  valuable  books  were  presented  to  the  library 
— two  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman,  entitled,  "A  Manual 
of  Briti  h  Vertebrate  Animals  "  (Rev.  L.  .Jcnyns, 
M.A.),  and  Thos.  Best's  "  Art  of  .Angling,"  and  one 
by  Mj'.  .J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  "American  Food  and 
Game  Fishes."  The  donors  received  cordial  votes 
of  thanks  for  their  acceptable  gifts.  Angling 
experiences  were  numerous,  though  not  wholly 
satisfactory  from  a  sporting  point  of  view.  Messrs. 
R.  C.  Blundell,  H.  H.  Browti,  and  H.  W.  Ansall  had 
tiken  grayling  in  the  Itchen,  but  Mr.  H.  T.  Shering- 
ham  had  failed  to  get  a  single  fish  from  out  of  the 
Lamboum.  There  was  plenty  of  fly  up,  hut  the 
grayling  were  absolutely  quiescent.  Tlie  constant 
changes  in  the  weather  doubtless  put  them  off.  The 
present  .«eason  ha;  so  far  been  the  worst  on  record 
for  grayling  fishing,  as  though  the  Lambourn  is 
well  stocked  with  Thymallua  sport  has  been  of  the 
worst  all  through  the  avitumn.  At  Uxbridga  Mr. 
Forster  Hardy  had  a  pike  and  a  chub  of  31b.  8oz., 
taken  with  live  bait,  but  the  roach  had  not  been 
tried.  The  Kennet  was  sti  1  very  high,  and  running 
over  the  banks  in  places,  ilr.  F.  G.  Bridgman 
presented  a  handsome  antique  china  mug  to  the 
society  to  be  competed  for  as  the  committee  may 
arrange. — Hon.  Sec. 

Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association. 

A  successful  supper  in  connection  with  this 
association  took  place  at  the  Goldhawk  Hotel, 
Shepherd's  Buih,  on  Wednesday  (Dee.  2).  The 
chair  was  taken  by  the  president,  Mr.  Charles 
Banwell,  supported  by  Mr.  George  Pluckrose  (vice- 
president ),  and  a  very  large  gathering  of  members 
and  friends.  An  excellent  repast  was  provided  by 
the  host,  Mr.  A.  H.  J.  Heard.  An  enjoyable  concert 
followed.  Mr.  H.  .A.  Duckett  presided  at  the  piano 
Tha  following  gentlemen  contributed  excellent -ongs : 
iMessrs.  W.  Long,  F.  Stark,  F.  Stiicey,  and  R.  H. 
Rogers.  Mr.  Ja  nes  Avon  and  iNIr.  Fred  Searle  were 
the  humorists,  and  Mr.  J.  Wilson  recited.  IMr.  E. 
W.  J.  Payne  acta  i  as  supper  secretary.  The  musical 
arrangements  were  ably  carried  out  by  the  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  C.  Ellis.  The  general  arrangements 
by  Mr.  A.  H.  J.  Heard  were  admirable. — C.  Ellis. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. 

The  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bermondsey 
Br js.  on  Dec.  4,  with  the  president,  Mr.  W.  J . 
Wade,  in  the  chair,  supported  by  the  vice- 
president,  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith.  Windsor  was  selected 
for  the  winter  competition.  The  Oglander  Pisca- 
torials  had  a  successful  visit  on  Tuesday  evening, 
and  many  clubs  were  well  represented. — A.  G. 
Smith,  Hon.  Sac. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  speciaUy  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
21,499.    J.  B.  Jakobsen,  40,  Chancery-lane,  W.C. 
Improved  fishing  bait. 


A  Very  Useful  Animal — In  a  recent  part  of 
"  Our  Poultry,"  t"ae  big  book  by  Harrison  Weir 
wliich  Messrs.  Hutchinson  are  publishing  serially, 
the  writer  remarks  on  the  wonderful  economy  cf  the 
goose,  which  not  only  gets  most  of  its  o-svti  living, 
but  is  also  during  its  hfetime  a  good  watch  and  a 
weather-gauge  ;  it  gives  it-s  down,  its  feathers,  its 
quills  ;  and  when  dead,  it  is  all,  save  the  intestines, 
of  use — the  head,  legs,  feet,  and  giblets  being  eaten, 
dressed  in  many  ways,  the  liver  as  foie-gra.s,  even  its 
blood.  The  body  is  roasted  or  boiled,  or  cooked  iu 
pies,  goose-hams  are  made  of  the  breasts  and  legs, 
while  salves  and  home  tonics  are  mostly  of  the  fat 
or  grease — nothing  is  wasted. 
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''Most  friendships  bristle  with  'ifs'  cmd  '6«<s, 
and  end  in  being  simple  companionships,  which 
continue  with  the  aid  of  mental  reservations." 

 ClIAMFOBT. 

The  Angler's  Christmas  Vow. 
My  mind's  made  up  this  Christmastide 

(Though  trada  be  bad  and  weather  shocking), 
No  "Fiscal  problems     shall  my  duty  hide 

To  fill  the  "Little  Mary"— and  the  Christmas 
stocking. 

"  Hard  lines  !  "    Yes,  with  the  poor  the  times  are 
rough. 

So,  brother  anglers,  give  the  poor  assistance — 
No  polities  or  cresd  :  ti  hot  plum  duff 

You'll  find  non3  oSer  "  Passive  Resistan  ^e." 
So  let  us  help,  my  brothers  all, 

Bring  smiles  that  won't  rub  off  to  pallid  faces, 
And  we  shall  find  our  lines  will  surely  fall 

In  pleasant  places. 


On  Monday,  Deo.  14,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Roval 
Photographic  Society,  Russell-square,  W.C.,  Sir  Wm 
de  W.  Abney,  K.C.B.,  D.C.L.,  F.R.S.,  F.R.A.S., 
will  lecture  on  "  Some  Points  connected  with  Land- 
scape Three-Colour  Photography."  On  the  n3xt 
evening,  Dec.  15,  at  the  sanieplace,  Mr.  Geo.  Lamley 
will  show  a  collection  of  slides,  "  The  Engadine  and 
its  Approaches." 

Home — and  Humour. 

Baby  daresn't  cry  out  hard, 

Sister  daresn't  sing  ; 
Fido's  kep'  out  in  the  yard, 

Tied  up  tight  wiv  string. 
Mower  daresn't  tell  him  when 

Butcher  wants  his  money, 
When  dear  Farver's  in  his  den 

Writin'  somsthin'  funny. 

No  one  talks  at  dinner-time. 

No  one  dares  to  laugh ; 
No  one  calls  the  dumplings  prime. 

And  begs  another  half^ — 
Everybody's  sad  and  cowed. 

Even  grown-up  folk?. 
No  one  dares  to  smile  out  loud 

When  Farver's  thinkin'  jokes. 

No  one  dares  to  play  a  game 

'Cos  of  ma' in'  noise: 
Sittin'  quiet's  awful  tame. 

Specially  fur  boys. 
Everything's  as  slow  as  snails, 

Everybody's  solemn. 
When  Farver  makes  the  funny  tales 

To  fill  the  comic  column. 

— E.  M.  DiNNis  in  the  Idler. 


The  inaugural  meeting  of  a  new  club  entitL  d  the 
Golden  Carp,  on  Dec.  3,  was  a  great  success.  Under 
the  chairmanship  of  the  new  president  (Mr.  T. 
Parrott),  and  after  an  excellent  dinner  and  concert, 
the  conclusion  arrived  at  that  under  Host  Page's 
fosteiing  care  the  Golden  Carp  had  a  bright  future 
before  them.  I  regret  that  I  was  unable  to  accept 
their  kind  invitation  to  be  present. 


Gamage's  Christmas  Bazaar  is  in  full  swing — 
visited  by  thousands — and  every  visitor  is  lost  in 
wonderment  and  admiration.  The  manager  of  the 
fishing-tackle  department  will  be  found  ready  to 
attend  to  all  anglers.  The  fully  illustrated  great 
catalogue  and  Christmas  price  list  should  bo  applied 
for  by  those  who  are  unable  to  make  a  call.  A 
personal  visit  will  add  interest- to  the  interesting 
iterns  in  the  catalogue.  Strong,  light  rods  for  sea 
fi-hing  are  to  be  had  at  a  marvellously  low  price. 
"  Gamage "  is  keeping  pace  with  a  sport  which  is 
advancing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  No  matter  what 
form  of  angling  you  favour,  you  will  find  something 
new;  at  the  same  time,  anglers  who  stick  to  old 
friends  among  rods  and  tackle  will  find,  though 
prices  rule  lower,  the  old  standard  is  kept  up  and 
the  old  reputation  maintained. 


Dr.  Smart,  of  Leith,  was  a  well-known  humorist 
of  the  Dean  Ramsay  type.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Edinburgh  U.P  Presbj'tery,  of  which  he  was  clerk, 
a  stude.it  of  the  name  of  Salmon  upplied  for  per- 
mis  ion  to  take  part  of  his  literary  course  at  a 
German  University.  A  motion  was  made  to  the 
effect  that  the  reque  t  oe  granted,  when  a  Mr.  Fish, 
an  elder,  moved  that  it  be  refused.  Before  the  vote 
was  taken,  Dr.  Smart  rose,  and  with  an  arcli  twinkle 
in  hij  eye,  said  :  "  Now,  brethren,  you  undeistand 
the  vote — all  who  are  not  for  Fish  are  for  Salmon." 


A  CONCERT  and  "visit,"  to  celebrate  the  removal 
of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society  to  their 
new  headquarters,  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Ber- 
mondsey,  will  be  held  on  Monday  night,  Dec.  14. 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izuak")  will  preside. 


A  JOVLVL  figure  of  Father  Christmas  appears  in 
our  advertisement  pages.  The  rubiciuid  old  boy  is 
annoLmcing  that  wonderful  boxes  of  Christmas  cards 
can  be  bought  of  E.  J.  Blogg,  Ralngh  Park  Ba^aa'-, 
Brixton  Hill ;  I  endorse  the  announcement,  and  just 
add  that  t  he  "Matchless  Box  "—twenty-five  cards 
for  a  shilling,  with  a  floral  four-fold  calendar— Ls 
about  the  most  wonderful  shilhngsworth  to  be  found 
this  season. 


To  say  that  Part  IV.  of  "  Great  Masters,"  Issued 
by  Wm.  Hemeinann,  London,  is  equal  to  the  parts 
precedmg  it,  is  but  a  very  scant  way  of  stating  a 
tact.  Each  part  seems  better  than  the  last,  not 
because  there  is  not  perfect  uniformity  of  excellence, 
but  because  the  beauty  of  such  masterpieces  of  art 
"grows  on  one."  This  is  true  of  all  loveliness, 
whether  of  art  or  nature.  Taste,  even  the  most 
cultivated  and  refined,  is  susceptible  of  education, 
and  iVlr.  Heinemann  s  gallery  of  beautiful  pictures 
is  indeed  an  education  in  high  art.  Masterpieces 
by  Romney,  Metsu,  Gainsborough,  and  Rubens  are 
accoinpanred  by  eloquent  monographs  by  Sir  Martin 
Conway,  and  there  is  a  circular  from  the  publisher 
announcing  special  privileges  to  subscribers. 


The  sudden  change  in  the  weather  has  had  its 
usual  eflect.  ^  With  some  it  has  simply  made  them 
"  say  tilings  "  ;  with  others  it  has  made  them  break 
out  into  poetry.    Here  is  a  specimen:— 

A  Dismal  Dirge. 
Oh,  my  poor  fellow  workmen,  isn  t  it  a  sin 
That  we  should  sit  at  desks  all  day,  frozen  out 
and  in  ? 

I'he  ink  within  our  inkwells  has  hardened  lone 
ago  (1)  -  ^ 

And  we  re  as  hard  as  marble  slabs  from  tip  of 
head  to  toe. 

We  blow  upon  our  fingers,  but  our  blows  are  all 
in  vain. 

For  the  breath  that  leaves  our  marble  lips  is  just 

like  frozen  rain ; 
We  beat  our  hands  upon  our  breasts  and  make 

our  fingers  raw. 
And  every  time  we  try  to  speak  we  dislocate  our 

jaw. 

We  stamp  our  boots  upon  the  floor,  our  feet  we 
cannot  feel; 

Our  hands  are  blue,  our  hair  is  stiff,  our  hearts 

as  cold  as  steel. 
Our  noses  act  as  signal  lamps  when  we  go  home 

at  night, 

And  people  look  at  us  and  say,  "  Oh,  what  a 
shocking  sight !  " 

But  if  they  only  knew  the  truth,  or  thought  a 
little  wliile. 

They'd  feel  quite  sorry  for  us  before  we'd  gone  a 
mile. 

But  as  it  is  at  present,  and  as  'twill  always  be, 
'Ihey'll  take  us  by  our  looks  and  not  b^  what 
they  cannot  see. 

It's  no  use  heating  by  the  gas,  it  only  fouls  the 
air. 

Or  making  fires  of  bits  of  pens  jusi  underneath 
one's  chair. 

The  remedy  we  leave  to  you,  and  trust  you  will 
prevent 

The  total  freezing  out  of  our  active  de-part-ment. 

_  — E.  W.  M. 

The  Abingdon  and  District  Angling  Association 
pe  to  be  commended  for  the  zeal  they  have  shovm 
in  doing  what  the  association  was  mainly  started 
for — "  the  restocking  of  the  river  Thames  with 
good  fish."  The  association  was  started  about  five 
years  ago,  principally  through  the  efforts  of  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Walter  Harding,  who  has  ever 
since  worked  most  energetically  on  the  members' 
behalf,  and  this  week,  for  the  fourth  time,  a  capital 
lot  of  fish  were  consigned  to  the  river  Thames. 
They  consisted  of  some  300  fario  trout,  direct  Irom 
the  Hyde  End  Fisheries,  Brimpton,  and  the  fish, 
the  cost  of  which  was  about  £18,  were  all  in  splendid 
conchtion — indeed,  an  angler  was  heard  to  remark 
that  he  had  never  seen  a  better  lot.  Altogether 
between  £50  and  £60  out  of  the  society's  funds 
have  been  spent  in  fish  ;  including  2000  tench  and 
1000  perch,  some  4000  fish  have  been  placed  in  the 
river  at  Abingdon.  No  wonder  anglers  have  had 
good  times  recently.  Such  a  society,  with  such 
a  hard-working  hon.  secretary  and  committee,  is 
worthy  of  support,  not  only  from  townspeople,  but 
from  residents  all  along  the  Thames. 


A  Liverpool  young  lady  named  Wilson,"  says 
H  orest  and  Stream,  "  has  in  her  possession  a  lettW 
whichwas  cutout  of  acaptiu-ed  codfish  and  forwarded 
to  her.  Her  sweetheart  was  first  mate  on  board  a 
large  sailing  vessel,  which,  on  its  homeward  voyage 
encountered  terrible  weather,  and  was  in  imminent 
danger  of  going  down.  Fearing  that  he  would  never 
see  land  again,  the  chief  mate  hastily  scribbled  a 
lew  farewell  lines  on  a  scrap  of  paper,  which  he 
addressed  to  her.  The  message  was  then  enclosed 
in  a  bottle  and  thrown  overboard,  but  the  ship 
managed  to  weather  the  storm  and  reached  port 
safe  and  sound.  After  drifting  for  some  time  the 
bottle  must  have  tempted  the  appetite  of  a  cod,  for 
It  was  found  in  the  stomach  of  one  caught  off  the 
New  England  coast,  and  the  contents  were  at  onjie 
forwarded  to  the  intended  recipient,  together  with 
a  letter  explaining  how  the  letter  was  found." 


Dr.  Chalmers  once  entertained  at  his  table  a 
distinguished  guest  from  France,  whom  he  asked  if 
he  would  be  helped  to  "kippered  salmon."  Being 
helped,  he  asked  the  meaning  of  the  strange  word 
kippered,  and  was  told  that  it  meant  preserved. 
Being  soon  after  called  upon  to  engage  in  pubUc 
prayer,  he  offered  a  petition  that  the  distinguished 
divine  might  long  be  kippered  to  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland ! 


An  Echo  from  the  North. 
Oh,  fairy  Highland  river  of  the  North, 
Belove'd  Oykell,  here  for  thee  I  pine; 
I  wi-,h  again  thy  foaming  rockv  streams 
Where  rapids  gurgle  into  silent  pools,  ' 
Where  all  is  still  and  calm,  till  once  again 
The  tiu-bid  torrent  dashes  down  the  dale. 
Oh,  let  me  see  the  brownies  lightly  leap 
In  idle  play,  where  midges  chase  the  air ; 
Whilst  now  and  then  a  splendid  salmon  jumps 
Or  rising,  breaks  the  surface  by  his  boil. 
Oh,  give  me  but  a  cast,  and  let  me  see 
That  silver  streak,  where  plays  my  Highland  Green  ; 
Oh,  let  me  feel  the  tug,  and  hear  again 
The  whirrell  of  the  reel  as  off  he  darts. 
Behind  I  hear  the  ghillie's  stifled  voice, 
"You've  got  him,  sir,  be  canny — gie  him  line — 
Now  reel  him  in.    Na,  there  he's  off  again. 
Haud  up  your  rod,  and  follow  down  the  stream. 
Be  gent:e.    Losh  !  I  thoeht  that  he  was  gane. 
Keep  up  his  heed.    Be  quick,  sir,  wind  the  slack. 
Now  bring  him  in,  he's  done."    Oh,  joy  of  joys. 
At  last  he's  safe  ashore.    Well  played,  old  John, 
Ye  gaffed  him  weel ;  oot  with  the  flask,  and  drink 
His  health  and  mine  in  guid  auld  Hielan'  style. 

*  *  ■  *  *  ^ 

I  woke  me  with  a  start,  to  find  myse'f 
Not  breathing  freedom  in  that  northern  land. 
Where  reverie  had  ta'en  me  back  again, 
But  smothered  up  in  this  world's  racing  strife. 
Amidst  the  smoke  of  cities,  and  the  din 
Of  endless  wheels  of  traffic's  restless  chase. 
Where  locomotives  screech,  and  autocars 
With  throbbing  impulse  pass  with  terrifying 
Hoot ;  and  passing  quick  are  lost  to  view. 
To  leave  us  choked  and  blinded  by  the  dust 
That  they  have  raised.    But,  prithee,  doth  not  this 
But  add  to  Nature's  solitary  charm  ? 
For  what  is  rest  without  a  "busy  life. 
Since  contrasts  are  the  way  we  judge  the  world  '? 
There  is  no  light  without  a  darker  ground, 
No  good  there  is  except  where  ill  is  found. 

— G.  H.  H.  Almond. 


An  inspector  examining  some  boys  in  a  Board 
School  asked  one  of  them  to  parse  the  following 
sentence  :  "  Hark  !  how  the  lark  sings  !  "  When  he 
reached  the  noun,  the  inspector  stopped  him  and 
said  :  "  You're  wrong  ;  you  said  masculine  gender." 
"Yes,  sir,"  replied  Charlie.  "Well,  it's  not," 
replied  the  inspector.  "I  thought  you  would 
have  known  that  'lark'  was  common  gender." 
"  Common  gender !  "  replied  Charles,  contemp- 
tuously. "  That  shows  you  know  nothing  about 
birds,  sir.    Why,  it's  only  the  cock  wot  smgs." 


In  1856,  complaints  were  made  by  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  that  fish  were  frequently 
stolen  from  their  vans  while  on  transit  from  Pad- 
dington  to  Billingsgate,  so  the  poice  were  instructed 
to  keep  a  sharp  look  out.  One  summer's  morning 
a  policeman  in  Paddington  saw  a  man  lift  a  tarpaulin 
of  a  van  and  steal  a  box  of  herrings.  Next  morning, 
at  Marylebone,  he  was  sentenced  to  three  months' 
hard  labour.  The  gist  of  this  tale  is  :  The  policeman's 
name  was  Sprat  ;  the  prisoner  gave  his  name  as 
Fish  ;  he  was  charged  with  stealing  Herrings  ;  the 
magistrate,  who  was  Charles  Ody  Dayman,  put  his 
initials  to  the  charge  sheet — so  Sprat  caught  Fish 
stealing  Herrings,  Mackrel  took  the  charge,  and 
C.O.D.  sentenced  liim.  Dragnet. 


( 


December  12,  1903 


Woics  from  tf)e  Wovtf). 

Akotheb  alternate  spell  of  fresh  and  frost,  but  as 
yet  very  little  snow.  The  rivers  are  keeping  well 
up,  and  a  first-class  spawning  season  has  been  expe- 
rienced all  over. 


The  marriage  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Keppel  created 
great  stir  in  Fraserburgh,  the  home  of  the  Frasers  of 
Saltoun,  and  there  were  great  rejoicings  at  Philooth 
House,  the  seat  of  Lord  Saltoun,  Mrs.  Keppel's 
brother. 


Lord  Kyllachie  decided  that  Mr.  Findlay,  of 
Aberlour,  had  no  case  against  the  Dailuaine- 
Talisker  Distillery  when  he  sued  them  in  the  Court 
of  Session  (1)  for  damages  to  his  estate  through 
their  filtering  ponds,  and  especially  to  his  salmon- 
fishings  ;  (2)  for  pollution  of  the  Spey  ;  (3)  for 
allowing  sludge  to  accumulate  in  their  ponds. 

Mr.  Findlay  appealed  to  the  Inner  House,  and 
they  have  reversed  Lord  Kyllachie's  decision, 
granting  interdict  against  the  distillery,  with  £150 
of  damages  to  Mr.  Findlay. 

Miss  Farquharson,  of  Houghton,  has  some  of  the 
finest  trout  preserves  on  her  extensive  estates  on 
Donside,  and  is  by  no  means  niggardly  in  granting 
permission  to  those  writing  for  it  beforehand. 

No  one  should  chance  coming  to  Donside,  above 
Inverurie,  for  trout-fishing  without  a  permit  from 
the  proprietor — or  other  arrangements  with  the 
local  lessee. 


At  one  time  the  angling  on  the  better  half  of  the 
Don  was  as  free  as  tlie  air  one  breathes.  Now  every 
inch  is  protected,  and  a  crop  of  disappointments 
annually  come  up  to  those  who  think  to  get  along 
otherwise. 

The  granite  pedestal  of  the  memorial  to  the 
memory  of  Victoria  the  Good,  erected  at  Windsor 
by  Queen  Alexandra,  is  of  red  Desside  granite  from 
the  Hill  o'  Fair  Quarries,  near  by  Banchory.  The 
beautiful  red  stone  is  very  common  in  the  royal 
valley,  and  takes  on  a  lovely  polish. 

Mr.  Harry  Duncan,  Glasgow,  writes  me  from 
the  Cabrach,  Deveronside,  where  he  has  been  since 
tlie  close  of  the  season :  "  We  are  being  gradually 
snowed  up,  and  this  maybe  the  last  you  will  get  for 
some  time.  Three  or  four  fellows  who  were  caught 
recently  '  burning  the  water,  on  a  Sunday  are  in 
for  it,  and  have  to  appear  before  their  betters  at 
Huntly. 

"  The  bailiffs  are  usually  a  month  too  late  in  being 
put  on  the  water.  If  they  were  up  here  on  Oct.  1, 
instead  of  Nov.  1,  they  would  be  of  more  use.  It 
i*  then  that  the  farmers  round  about  net  the  water, 
and  the  fish  get  a  proper  thin  out." 

Special  Scotch. 


ESK  FISHERY  CONSERVATORS. 


The  Board  of  Conservators  for  the  Esk  Fishery 
District  met  recently  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
W.  S.  Gray.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members.  The  clerk  (Mr.  W.  Brown)  reported  that 
licences  had  been  taken  out  to  a  net  total  of 
£212  15s.  That  entitled  the  licensees  to  three 
representatives  on  the  Board.  The  revenue  was 
generally  regarded  as  satisfactory.  A  very  elabo- 
rate statistical  table  was  presented,  from  which 
the  following  facts  may  be  given  : — 1903  :  Weight 
of  fisli  caught  by  net  at  sea,  13  tons  14cwt.  2qr.  21b.  ; 
weight  of  fish  caught  by  net  in  river,  2cwt.  Oqr.  261b.  ; 
weight  of  fish  caught  by  rod,  17cwt.  3qr.  3|lb.  ; 
total,  14  tons  14cwt.  2qr.  3Jlb.  Value  of  fish  caught 
by  net  at  sea,  £1488  7s.  9d.  Average  per  boat, 
£33  16s.  6Jd.  Heaviest  fish  caught  by  rod,  ISWb  ; 
heaviest  fish  caught  by  net,  2Q^lh.  First  fish  caught 
by  rod.  May  16  ;  first  fish  caught  by  net  at  sea, 
May  19. 

Mr.  W.  Liike  said  there  had  been,  during  the 
summer,  any  amount  of  fish,  but  the  river  had  not 
been  in  fishing  condition,  chiefiy  owing  to  the 
weather.  At  present,  there  were  more  fish  than  he 
ever  remembered  since  he  had  been  on  the  Esk, 
considering  the  time  of  the  year.  The  becks  above 
Lealholm  were  satisfactory.  He  had  been  over  tliem 
with  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Ley's  man,  and  had  counted 
tliirty-six  fish.  He  had  been  very  careful  in  that 
district,  and  the  fish  seemed  to  be  about  91b.  salmon. 
There  was  no  diminution  of  fish  at  all,  but  they  were 
spread  over  a  greater  area  of  the  river.  The  pros- 
pects for  spawning  were  better  than  usual,  and  the 
true  salmon  would  not  commence  till  next  year. 
Many  more  fish  would  go  up  the  river  before  that 
time. 
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CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

On  Thuriday,  Dec.  24,  to  Cambridge,  Wisbech, 
Lynn,  Fakenham,  Norwich,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Cromer  ;  also  Spalding,  Lincoln,  Sheffield, 
Manchester,  Doncaster,  Leeds,  Bradford,  York, 
Scarboro',  Newcastle,  and  other  of  the  principal 
stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties,  Lincolnshire, 
Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  North  Eastern  District,  etc. 
On  Dec.  24  and  31,  to  North  Eastern  Stations  and 
Scotland.  On  Dec.  23,  24,  25,  27,  and  28,  relieving 
trains  will  precede  some  of  the  principal  ordinary 
trains.  Special  trains  will  ba  run  from  London 
(Liverpool  Street)  as  follows  : — Thursday,  Dec.  24. 
— At  8.10  a.m.,  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Woodbridge, 
Beccles,  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  etc.  At  8.57  a.m., 
to  Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon  Thetford,  Wymond- 
ham,  Norwich,  etc.  At  1.30  p.m.,  to  Colchester, 
Clacton  -  on  -  Sea,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer, 
Beccles,  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  etc.  At  7.10 
p.m.,  t3  Ipswich,  Diss,  Tivetshall,  Norwich, 
Woodbridge,  Saxmundham,  Halesworth,  Beccles, 
Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  etc.  At  9.25  p.m.,  to  South- 
end-on-Sea,  Braintree,  Maldon,  Colchester,  Ipswich, 
etc.  Special  midnight  trains  at  12.20  night,  to 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  vid  Ipswich.  At  12.25 
night,  to  Norwich,  Wells,  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  vid 
Cambridge.  At  12.40  night,  to  Colchester,  Clacton- 
on-Sea,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  Norwich. 
Calling  at  principal  intermediate  stations.  Christmas 
Day  (Dec.  25). — At  5.8  a.m.,  to  Brentwood,  Chelms- 
ford, Witham,  Colchester,  Manningtree,  and  Ipswich. 
At  8.5  a.m.  to  Bishop's  Stortford,  Braintree,  Saffron 
Walden,  Haverhill,  Cambridge,  Newmarket,  Bury, 
Mildenhall,  St.  Ives,  Ramsey,  Peterboro',  Wisbech, 
Lynn,  Hunstanton,  S  waff  ham,  Dereham,  Wells, 
Wymondham,  Thetford,  Norwich,  etc.  At  9.4  a.m. 
to  Colchester,  Sudbury,  Bury,  Brightlingsea, 
Ipswich,  Eye,  Woodbridge,  Wickham  Market, 
Framhngham,  Saxmundham,  Aldeburgh,  Hales- 
worth, Beccles,  Bungay,  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  etc. 
Boxing  Day,  Dec.  26. — Some  of  the  trains  will  be 
cancelled  or  modified.  For  full  particulars  see  bills 
and  pamphlets. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

On  Thursday,  Dec.  24,  third  class  cheap  return 
tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain 
trains  before  noon  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  Bexhill,  St. 
Leonards,  Hastings,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme 
Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs, 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
stone, Sho'rncliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New 
Romney.  These  tickets  will  be  available  for  the 
return  journey,  Deo.  25  to  28  inclusive.  Week-end 
cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  on  Dec.  25,  26,  and  27 
as  usual,  but  not  available  for  return  journey  prior 
to  Dec.  27.  On  Christmas  Eve  a  fast  late  train 
will  be  run  to  Chatham,  Sittingbourne,  Sheerness, 
Faversham,  Whitstable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington, 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Canter- 
bury, Walmer,  Deal,  and  Dover,  leaving  Victoria 
at  12.25  midnight,  and  Holborn  at  12.20  mid- 
night. A  similar  train  will  also  be  run  on 
Christmas  Eve  to  Chislehurst,  Sevenoaks,  Tun- 
bridge Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Ashford, 
Canterbury,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  and 
Dover,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  12.55  midnight, 
Waterloo  1.0  a.m.,  Cannon-street  1.6,  London  Bridge 
1.12,  and  New  Cross  at  1.19  a.m.  Week-end  cheap 
tickets  will  be  issued  by  these  trains.  Special  cheap 
return  tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  to  Mar- 
seilles, Hyeres,  Cannes,  Grasse,  Nice,  Monte  Carlo, 
Mentone  and  other  stations  on  the  French  Riviera, 
vid  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  leaving  Charing  Cross 
at  2.15  p.m.  on  Dec.  23.  Cheap  excursions  will 
also  run  from  London  to  Paris,  vid  Dover-Calais 
and  Folkestone-Boulogne,  on  Dec.  21,  22,  23,  and 
24  ;  also  from  London  to  Brussels  vid  Dover-Calais, 
Folkestone-Boulogne,  and  Dover-Ostend  from  Dec. 
21  to  26  inclusive.  On  Christmas  Day  several 
extra  trains  will  run,  but  the  ordinary  services  will 
be  as  on  Sundays.  On  Boxing  Day  cheap  panto- 
mima  excursions  will  be  run  from  the  principal 
stations  to  London,  returning  about  midnight. 


SEASONABLE  WORDS  ON  THE  MONEY 
QUESTION. 

The  love  of  money  being  the  root  of  all  evil, 
perhaps  if  for  a  time  there  is  somewhat  less  money 
in  sight  for  all  of  us  to  covet,  and  to  make  the  on- 
looking  world  envious  of  our  lot,  there  may  come  to 
be  some  cessation  of  clashes  and  some  timely  growth 
of  goodwill.  The  scramble  for  fat  purses  is  more 
intense  than  the  scramble  for  lean  ones.  The 
purses  our  people  have  scrambled  for  liave  been  fat. 
"  It  has  been  a  glorious  period  for  riches,"  says  a 
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newspaper,  "but  a  disastrous  one  for  morals"; 
and  it  adds  :  "  The  insane  rush  for  wealth,  with 
every  scruple  thrown  to  the  winds,  cannot  show 
itself  and  boast  itself  in  the  stock  market,  and  in 
dazzling  schemes  of  promotion,  without  firing  the 
imagination  and  reducing  the  integrity  of  people  all 
over  the  country."  Its  effect  reaches  even  to  the 
young.  A  schoolmaster,  discussing  why  some  boys 
cared  little  for  scholarship,  said  the  other  day : 
"  When  sons  of  well-to-do  parents  see  wealth  no 
longer  caring  for  recognition  from  culture,  but 
culture  paying  court  to  riches,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  they  should  attend  our  best  schools  and 
colleges  for  other  than  scholastic  ends." 

Almost  all  of  us  find  money  so  iLseful,  and  need 
so  urgently  a  little  more  of  it  than  we  can  get,  that 
there  is  always  danger  that  speech  in  derogation  of 
the  pursuit  of  it  may  degenerate  into  cant.  But  it 
is  absolutely  true  that  the  price  of  money  may  be 
put  too  high,  and  the  pursuit  of  it  may,  under 
special  circumstances,  be  far  more  eager  than  is 
consistent  with  sane  living  and  the  common  welfare 
in  the  long  run.  And  it  seems  virtually  true  that 
if  our  flush  times  had  lasted  until  every  American 
family  had  a  forty-horse-power  devil-wagon  stand- 
ing at  its  door,  they  would  have  left  us  all  organised 
into  predatory  groups  seeking  what  we  might 
devour.  —  From  "  The  Point  of  View "  in  the 
December  (Christmas)  Scribner's. 


LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 


There  is  no  falling  off  in  the  strength  and 
popularity  of  this  flourishing  society,  which  has  its 
headquarters  at  Ye  Old  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane. 
On  the  contrary,  that  it  is  gaining  in  numbers  and 
influence  was  amply  proved  at  the  annual  dinner 
held  at  the  Cow  and  Calf,  Eastcheap,  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  5.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet")  presided. 
Mr.  John  Lees  was  in  the  vice-chair,  and  the  large 
company  assembled  included  Dr.  Patterson,  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  Geo.  Read  Clarke,  Milliken, 
Harris,  Meyers,  E.  Collinson,  Christopherson,  Wallis, 
Horace  Howard,  "Felix  Penne,"  and  other  gentle- 
men well  known  in  the  angling  world.  Mr.  Cannell, 
the  president  of  the  society,  Mr.  Chaplais  (host  of 
Ye  Ben  Jonson),  and  nearly  every  official  of  the 
society,  with  a  host  of  members  and  friends, 
attended,  showing  how  well  Secretary  Sid  Ransom 
works  to  fill  his  creel.  Host  Wrigglesworth,  who  is 
ever  zealous  for  the  good  of  the  Society,  supplied  a 
splendid  repast  which  received  ample  j  ustice.  The 
menu  was  quite  a  work  of  art.  An  excellent  pro- 
gramme of  music  was  arranged,  and  comphments 
must  here  deservedly  be  paid  to  the  artistes.  Miss 
Kate  Mor-Ling  (who  sang  duets  with  Mr.  Arthur 
Loman),  Mr.  Victor  Solliday  (pianist),  Messrs.  E. 
Mayhew,  Cannell,  Smart,  Lunnon,  E.  Collinson, 
A.  Sullivan,  and  others.  Encores  were  frequent 
and  the  artists  obliging.  As  is  usual  with  "the 
Lychnos,"  the  "business"  of  the  evening  was  got 
through  with  dispatch,  toasts  being  few  and  speeches 
crisp.  "  The  King  "  having  been  loyally  honoured, 
the  chairman  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Stanley, 
author  of  "  Angling  Anecdotes,"  who  was  not  well, 
and  who  wished  all  a  pleasant  evening,  and  gave  his 
usual  donation  to  the  prize  fund.  Kindly  messages 
came  also  from  many  other  gentlemen.  As  tha 
aimual  report  was  circulated  during  the  evening 
it  was  not  necessary  for  the  chairman  to  say 
much  in  toasting  the  club.  In  his  usual  happy 
style,  "Dragnet"  congratulated  all  officers  on 
continued  and  increasing  prosperity.  The  good 
work  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  Sid  Ransom  (whose 
health  was  drunk  with  musical  honours),  was  recog- 
nised, and  the  prize  winners  were  congratulated. 
The  gold  medalist  for  1903  is  Mr.  W.  Dineen.  Mr. 
N.  Martin,  who  has  already  won  two  gold  medals, 
comes  next.  He  is  entitled  to  the  second  medal  of 
the  club,  and  his  brother,  Mr.  G.  Martin,  to  the 
third.  Both  gentlemen  generously  left  the  value  of 
their  medals  in  the  funds.  To  Mr.  N.  Martin  the 
chairman  handed  the  gold  medal,  given  by  Mr. 
Wrigglesworth,  for  the  largest  number  of  specimens. 
The  long  list  of  prizes  disposed  of,  the  chairman 
angled  for  prizes  for  next  year,  and  the  generous 
responses  of  gentlemen  present  were  duly  noted  by 
Sid,  who  smiled  "  wisibly  "  at  the  net  result.  Mr. 
Wrigglesworth  promised  his  usual  gold  medal.  Dr. 
Patterson  proposed  "  the  Visitors  "  in  a  merry,  prac- 
tical speech.  Mr.  Meyers  responded,  as  did  Mr.  E. 
Collinson,  who,  in  a  true  sportsmanlike  manner, 
brought  expressions  of  goodwill  from  St.  Ives,  and 
gave  a  cordial  invitation  to  Lychnobites  to  visit  the 
Cxreat  Ouse.  Some  of  the  big  'uns  in  that  famous 
river  will  surely  be  "weighed  in"  in  Shoe-lane.  "The 
Chairman  "  and  "  Vice-chairman  "  were  musically 
toasted,  and  "the  Host  and  Artistes "  were  not 
forgotten.  The  dinner  was  a  splendid  success,  and 
will  enhance  the  position  of  the  society. — J .  B. 
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"HIAWATHA"  AT  THE  ALBERT  HALL. 

To  a  large  audience  the  Royal  Choral  Society 
recently    performed    Mr.    S.  Coleridge-Taylor's 
Hiawatha    trilogy,  the  most  satisfactory  as  well 
wu  .1®  popular   work   he    has  submitted. 

Whether  as  regards  the  contrasted  humour  and 
sentiment  of  the  first  section,  "Hiawatha's  Weddine 
I'east  '  (with  which  the  composer's  talent  was 
primarily  acknowledged),  the  pathos  of  "The 
Death  of  Minnehaha,"  or  the  dignity  marking  the 
concluding  portion,  "  Hiawatha's  Departure,''  the 
spirit  of  Longfellow's  poem  is  reproduced  in  music 
not  only  fehcitous  in  its  varied  expression,  but 
worthy  of  examination  from  the  technical  point  of 
view.  There  is  so  much  that  is  fresh,  characteristic 
and  picturesqua  in  the  work  that  by  comparison 
with  It  all  Mr.  Coleridge-Taylor's  subsequent  can- 
tatas will  stand  or  fall.  From  the  ordinary  penalty 
of  exceptional  success  he  is  not  likely  to  be  exempt 
'•Hiawatha"  is  a  favourite  with  most  choral 
societies,  for  the  task  allotted  each  division  of 
the  choir  IS  throughout  gratsful.  The  reflective 
an  J  descriptive  passages  possess  breadth  and  feel- 
ing, and  (in  the  "Wedding"  particularly)  there 
IS  a  ni3lodic  swing  that  compels  spirited  utterance 
Ihe  Royal  Choral  Society  and  their  conductor, 
bir  Frederick  Bridge,  did  justice  to  each 
phase  of  the  theme.  The  leading  points  were 
seized,  and  when  dramatic  forca  was  needed  it  was 
forthcoming  in  sufficient  degree.  The  graphic 
instrumentation  was  aho  excellently  rendered.  For 
the  solo  parts  there  werj  Madame  Sobrino  Mr 
\^illiam  Green  (warmly  applauded  after  a  very 
rehned  dehvery  of  the  exquisite  "  Onaway  !  awake 
beloved  ),  and  Mr.  Ffrangcon  Davies  (who  gave  full 
eftect  to  the  touching  lament  of  the  hero). 

It  was  announced  that  Mr.  F.  Davies  has  been 
appointed  a  professor  of  singing  at  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Music,  and  will  take  up  his  duties  in 
January.  Both  the  accomplished  baritone  and  the 
-I  enterden-street  institution  may  be  congratulated. 


;       LOWESTOFT  SEA  ANGLING. 
SMOKING  CONCERT. 

Some  time  ago  Mr.  J.  H.  Jackson-Scott,  who 
always  visits  Lowestoft  for  the  autumn  sea-angling 
presented  the  Lowestoft  Sea  Angling  Society  with  a 
liandsome  solid  silver  challenge  cup,  to  be  kept  for 
good  by  the  winner.  The  cup  was  not  to  be  taken 
with  a  less  weight  than  3|lb.  As  there  were  so 
many  entries  the  committee  decided  to  hold  two 
preliminary  matches,  and  that  the  first  fifteen  in 
each  match  should  be  eligible  for  the  final.  The 
society  and  several  gentlemen  also  gave  twenty- 
nme  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors.  Unfor- 
tunately, sport  was  so  bad  that  the  cup  was  not 
taken,  so  that  the  society  bought  an  extra  prize  for 
the  top  man,  and  will  hold  the  cup  till  next  year, 
when  It  will  be  fished  for  on  the  same  conditions. 
A  smoking  concert  took  place  at  headquarters,  tlie 
Imperial  Hotel,  on  Dec.  3,  and  there  was  a  large 
attendance.  The  speeches  were  sliort,  most  of  the 
time  being  devoted  to  songs.  The  musical  arrange- 
ments were  in  the  capable  hands  of  Mr.  E.  St 
Aubyn,  who  carried  out  everything  in  a  praise- 
worthy manner. 

The  Mayor  (Dr.  H.  Bournes  Walker)  presided 
and  was  supported  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson-Scott, 
T  ^astaugh,  A.  G.  Notlev  (treasurer), 

.1.  W  .  Brooke  (chairman  of  the  committee),  R  C 
Mayhew,  Lewis  T.  Johnson  (secretary),  and  Mr. 
A  ^'  P'^'U'PPS-  Others  present  included  Messrs. 
A.  E  Daniels,  E.  St.  Aubyn,  A  Haw  es,  E.  H. 
Gostling,  T.  W.  Westgate,  C.  U.  Warren,  A.  G. 
Emms,  W.  P.  Nursey,  Howard  Bunn,  W.  Baker, 
E  C.  Titcomb,  D.  Underbill,  and  W.  Gribble 
After  a  toast  of  "  The  King  "  had  been  honoured, 
the  Mayor  rose  to  present  the  prizes.  He  con- 
gratulated the  association  upon  its  floiirishinc^  con- 
dition. The  society  was  tlie  result  of  a  me^etino- 
convened  by  the  Deputy-Mayor,  who  did  many 
good  things,  and  nothing  better  than  when  he  con- 
vened that  meeting,  and  since  that  convention  the 
society  had  been  formed  and  had  prospered  exceed- 
ingly. At  present  they  had  264  members,  and 
taking  into  consideration  that  that  was  their  first 
year  of  work,  lie  thought  it  was  a  very  fine  record 
The  association  was  very  useful  to  Lowestoft 
because  it  added  to  the  already  many  attractions  for 
visitors.  Seven  competitions  liad  been  held,  and 
the  average  of  those  who  sat  at  one  end  of  the  rod 
was  sixty-five.  They  had  had  one  ladies'  rnatcli, 
and  he  was  sure  they  were  all  delighted  to  see  with 
them  that  evening  Mrs.  Jackson  Scott.  She  was 
the  consort  of  a  gentleman  to  whom  the  society  was 
greatly  indebted,  not  only  for  as.sisting  them  in 
many  ways,  but  for  his  presentation  of  the  magni- 
ficent cup.  As  the  tropliy  had  not  been  won,  it  was 
his  ((he  speaker's)  duty  to  hand  the  cup  back  to  the 
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donor,  hoping  that  the  next  time  it  was  competed 
tor  It  would  be  won.  He  wislied  to  propose  that 
the  best  thanks  of  the  association  be  given  to  Mr 
Jackson-Scott  for  his  kindness  and  generosity 

The  healths  of  "  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson-Scott 
were  heartily  drunk  with  musical  honours,  when 
Mr.    Jackson-Scott,    who   was   warmly  received, 
returned  thanks. 

The  prizes  having  been  distributed  by  the  Mayor, 
Councillor  J.  W.  Brooke  moved  a  hearty  vot^  of 
thanks  to  Dr.  Walker  for  presiding.  They  were 
greatly  indebted  to  him  for  liis  kindness,  especially 
as  lie  had  come  at  personal  inconvenience.  The 
proposition  was  received  witli  musical  honours  and 
cheers.    The  Mayor  then  replied. 

w^''/?^\tT''®  V^^^,  '^^"'^g  ^^"^  evening  by  Messrs. 
W.  G.  Miles  Lamb,  Harford.  E.  H.  Gostling,  C. 
Kett,  L.  Clarke,  T.  Day,  E.  Chettleburgh,  and  B 
Fisher.  Mr  C.  U.  Warren  contributed  violin  selec- 
Tir'^^')^''  Chettleburgh  also  gave  a  recitation, 
and  Mr.  Gostling  a  capital  bone  solo.  Mr.  Douglas 
Underhill  ably  presided  at  the  piano.— Eastern 
JJaily  Press. 
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G.W.R.  AND  IRISH  TRAFFIC. 

NEW  HARBOUR  SCHEME. 

With  a  view  of  facilitating  their  Irish  traffic,  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  are  carryincr  out 
a  very  extensive  scheme  in  South  Wales.  The'y  are 
building  a  new  harbour  at  Goodwick.  on  the  south 
side  of  Cardigan  Bay,- and  when  this  is  finished  it 
13  the  company's  intention  to  transfer  to  the  new 
harbour  the  whole  of  their  plant  and  works  at 
New  Milford.  Goodwick  is  nearly  in  a  direct 
line  with  Rosslare,  the  nearest  point  on  the  Irish 
coast,  whence  there  is  an  admirable  train  service  to 
all  parts  of  Ireland  by  the  Southern  and  Western 
Kailway.  The  new  saa  route  from  Goodwick  to 
Kosslare  IS  only  fifty -four  nautical  milss,  or  three 
XT'""'\T^,rT^  existing  route  from 

New  Milford  to  Waterford  the  distance  is  ninety- 
eight  nautical  miles,  or  six  hours'  journey  When 
"^"'^arrangement  conies  into  force  Goodwick 
"  terminus  of  the  Groat  Western  Railway 
When  the  quay  is  finished  250  fe3t  will  form  pas- 
senger and  goods  platforms,  waiting  rooms,  and  all 
necessary  accommodation.  The  trains  will  run 
alongside  the  steamers,  three  of  which  it  will  be 
possible  to  moor  at  the  same  tims. 

THE  CRITERION  RESTAURANT. 

The  Criterion  Restaurant,  which  was  first  opeiied 
to  the  public  on  Nov.  17,  1873,  has  been  altered  and 
improved  m  many  respects  from  time  to  time.  Thus 
in  1899,  the  East  Room  was  reconstructed  and' 
together  with  the  West  Room,  decorated  in  a  new 
style.  A  year  later,  the  new  buffet,  which  is  one  of 
the  sights  of  London,  was  opened.  In  pursuance 
ol  this  up-to-date  policy,  some  important  altera- 
tions tending  further  to  the  public  comfort,  have 
J  ust  been  completed.  The  most  noteworthy  of  these 
changes  is  the  reconstruction  of  the  King's  Room  a 
handsome  apartment  52ft.  in  length  by  24ft  'in 
width,  which  is  approached  from  the  wide  staircase 
of  the  mam.  or  Piccadilly,  entrance.  Special 
features  of  this  room  are  the  new  oak  panellincr 
and  the  latest  scientific  mode  of  ventilation  The 
panelling,  which  has  an  exceedingly  handsome 
ettect,  surrounds  the  room  to  the  height  of  8ft 
and  IS  the  work  of  Messrs.  Howard  and  Son  of 
Berners-street.  Above  is  some  ornamental  sten- 
cilled tapestry,  while  the  ceiling  is  covered  with 
Anaglypta  decorations,  and  the  lighting  is  entirely 
from  a  number  of  electric  lamps  fixed  immediately 
under  the  ceiling  itself. 

The  modern  system  by  which  the  Kincr's  Room 
IS  ventilated  is  due  to  the  invention  of  Dr.  Glover 

Lyon,  and  may  be  briefly  described  :  

The  air  is  filtered  through  cotton  wool  and  is  thus 
freed  from  fog  microbes  and  all  solid  impurities.  It 
IS  then  ozonised,  so  that  gaseous  impurities  are 
destroyed  and  the  air  vitalised.  The  air  ducts  in 
this  system  remain  remarkably  pure,  but,  from  time 
to  time,  the  ozone  can  be  made  more  concentrated 
any  accidental  contamination  being  thus  destroyed' 
Ihe  air  passes  tlirough  a  blower-fan  54in.  high  and 
then  to  an  electric  heater.  This  heater  is  Cft.  Jiieh 
by  4ft.  broad  and  18ft.  in  depth.  There  are  sixty 
heat  radiators  contained  in  it,  absorbing  a  current 
equal  to  6000  candle  power  of  light.  The  advan- 
tages of  this  means  of  heating  are:  (1)  the  small 
space  required  :  (2)  pipes  have  not  to  be  brought 
through  the  building;  (3)  no  furnace,  boiler,  or 
labour  IS  required  ;  and  (4)  perfect  control  is  main- 
tained over  the  temperature  of  the  air.  There  are 
five  switches  controlling. various  numbers  of  radia- 
tors, so  that  the  temperature  of  the  air  can  be  regu- 
lated to  within  two  degrees  Fahrenheit.    The  air  is 


introduced  by  a  specially-constructed  system  of 
Slots  and  slats  forming  a  frieze  on  one  side  of  the 
room.  The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  are  that 
tne  air  is  distributed  evenly  throughout  the  room, 
and  on  account  of  the  extensive  area  of  the  inlet. 
It  enters  slowly,  draughts  being  thus  avoided.  The 
amount  of  air  entering  the  room  is  about  250,000 
cubic  feet  an  hour,  or  ten  times  the  amount  con- 
tained in  It  at  any  time.  The  air  leaves  the  room 
througli  a  frieze  on  the  opposite  side  to  the  inlet,  and 
IS  drawn  out  by  a  disc-fan  3ft.  in  diameter.  The 
complete  apparatus,  which  is  controlled  from  a 
switch-board  in  the  room  itself,  can  be  set  in  working 
order  in  a  few  seconds.  The  installation  was  planned 
and  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Lyon 
and  Messrs.  Shone  and  Ault. 

Within  a  few  feet  of  the  King's  Room  is  thte  Edin- 
burgh Koom,  for  use  as  an  ante-room  to  the  larger 
apartment^  Adjoining  the  Edinburgh,  are  the 
Chapter  Room  and  its  ante-room.  These  three 
rooms  are  en  suite,  and  can  be  used  together  or  sepa- 
rately. They  have  all  been  newly-panelled  in  oak, 
and  fitted  with  the  latest  designs  in  electric  lighting. 
1  he  Chapter  Room  and  its  ante-room— the  former 
of  wliich  IS  22Ht.  long  by  16ift.  in  width— are  espe- 
cially useful,  not  only  for  dinners,  but  for  functions 
in  tlie  day  tune,  as  they  both  face  Jermyn-street. 
Ihe  well-known  Prince's  Room  has  also  been  hand- 
soniely  redecorated.  In  connection  with  the  latter, 
and  with  the  Edinburgh  and  Chapter  Rooms,  it 
should  be  mentioned  that  practically  private  access 
can  be  obtained  to  them  by  means  of  tlie  covered 
entrance  from  Jermyn-street.  There  is  a  passenger- 
htt  on  both  sides  of  the  Criterion  to  all  floors.  It 
may  be  further  noted  that  a  new  kitchen,  which 
combines  light,  cleanliness,  and  ventilation  in  per- 
fection, has  been  constructed  on  the  top  floor  of  the 
establishment. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LINES  KINKING. 
Dear  Sib,— In  reading  of  Mr.  Cowburn's  spinner 
1  gathered  that  the  reverse  fans  were  to  be  used 
alternately,  to  correat  the  twist  imparted.  The  idea 
1  had  in  mind  was  the  result  of  observation  that 
swivels  such  as  I  used  did  not  always  prevent  the 
twist  from  running  up  the  Une.  It  occurred  to  me 
that  a  fan  turning  the  reverse  way,  fixed  between 
at  1  ast  two  swivels,  at  the  line  end  of  the  trace 
would  neutralise  the  tendency  of  the  twist  to  pass 
up  the  hne.    Of  course,  if  one  of  the  two  fans  used 

— that  to  turn  the  bait  or  the  contrary  one  was 

more  powerful  than  the  othe%  the  twist  would  con- 
tinue to  pass  upwards.  When  I  used  a  chain 
swivel — each  link  of  which  was  a  double  swivel— of 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  length  the  twist  in  the  line 
was  imperceptible.  I  sent  a  large  sample  of  the 
chain  such  as  I  used  to  form  a  combined  swivel  and 
sinker  to  Messrs.  Allcock,  of  Redditch,  who  con- 
templated trying  it.     An  inch  of  this  chain  is 


equivalent  to  ten  double  swivels,  and  the  only 
fixture  required  would  be  the  attachment  of  reliable 
metal  eyes  at  each  end  to  take  the  gut  of  the  trace 
—Yours  truly,  Benwyan.  ' 

[Some  time  ago,  someone,  I  think  it  was  our  good 
f -lend  "Benwyan"  himself,  sent  me  some  chain 
mada  like  that  illustratad.  It  is  made  thus— the 
attaching  bar  is  like  a  very  short  pin  with  two  heads 
instead  of  one  head  and  a  point ;  the  ball  is  hollow 
with  two  little  ho'es  at  the  poles  and  a  slit  on  one 
side  only;  between  them  the  ball  is  opened  t3 
admit  the  heads  of  two  pins  and  then  closed  and  if 
soldered  should  be  as  strong  as  any  other  swivel 
I  sent  them  to  some  fishing-tackle  maker  at  tha 
time,  but  the  report  was  n;t  favourable;  but  I 
think  that  if  properly  made  of  so-called  non-rusting 
steal  and  kept  oiled  they  may  prove  of  great  use  to 
angleis. — Ed.]. 


KINKING. 

Dear  Sib,— I  have  read  several  letters  lately  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  re  the  kinking  of  lines  and  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  caused  by  tlie  snake  rings  I 
supplied  a  customer  a  short  time  back  with  a  com- 
plete pike  outfit,  and  he  came  one  day  and  com- 
plained that  the  line  kinked  very  much.  Now  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  it,  as  it  was'the  same  kind  of 
hne  I  always  use  myself  (plaited),  undressed,  and 
with  upright  rings.  I  thought  a  great  deal  about 
It,  and  at  last  I  thought  that  if  the  snake  rings  were 
made  so  that  every  other  ring  twisted  the  reverse 
way  It  would  do  away  with  the  kinking.  I  made 
up  a  rod  m  this  way,  and  taking  the  feUow  line  to 
the  one  complained  of  and  the  same  kind  of  rod  with 
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,  the  ordinary  snake  rings  that  my  customer  used,  I 
first  gave  the  rod  with  the  reversed  rings  a  thorough 
trial,  making  in  all  forty  throws  without  any  sign 
of  a  kink.  I  then  put  the  reel  and  line  on  the  other 
rod  witli  the  rings  all  one  way,  using  the  same  bait, 
and  at  the  third  throw  the  Ime  began  to  kink,  and 
after  a  few  more  throws  I  was  satisfied  that  tlie 
rings  were  tlie  cause  of  the  kinking.  Since  then  I 
have  fitted  all  my  rods  with  the  reversed  rings,  and 
have  not  received  a  complaint  since.  I  can  supply 
any  of  your  readers  with  them  made  in  nickel,  any 
size,  at  6d.  per  dozen. — Yours  truly, 

E.  G.  Miller. 
43,  Winchcombe-street,  Clieltenhara. 

KINKING. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  surprised  that  no  one  of  your 
correspondents  lias  yet  mentioned  an  extremely 
simple  remedy  for  the  kinking  of  lines  when  spin- 
ning. I  have  some  of  my  minnows  and  other 
spinners  made  to  revolve  one  way,  some  the  reverse. 
I  always  carry  several,  and  directly  I  feel  the  least 
sign  of  kink  I  take  off  that  spinner  and  put  up  one 
revolving  the  other  way.  The  line  then  unkinks 
itself,  and  gradually  kinks  again  on  the  other  twist  ; 
then  I  repeat  the  operation  as  before.  The  cliange 
is  easily  made  in  half  a  minute,  and  requires  to  be 
repeated  only  occasionally — perhaps  every  half- 
hoiu- — and  is  well  worth  the  trouble. — Yours  truly, 

Bodmin.  W.  R.  G. 

[I  think  "  W.  R.  G."  will  find  that  I  and  some 
other  writer  referred  to  the  plan  he  mentions.  I 
also  think  I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Wm.  Brown,  of 
Aberdeen,  has  a  reversible  spinner — that  is,  one  in 
which  you  can  make  the  bait  spin  to  the  right  or  to 
the  left  as  j'ou  please.  Personally,  with  a  Fishing 
Gazette  lead  and  good  swivels  I  never  have  any 
bother  from  kinking  worth  speaking  of. — Ed.] 


\yHITING  LINES  KINKING. 

De.\b  SiK, — In  reply  to  "  Temple  Bond."  I  expect 
the  fault  of  the  lines  kinking  is  the  defective  manu- 
facture. When  whiting  or  cod  lines  are  made,  we 
always  tan  them  by  inserting  them  for  twenty-four 
hoursin  very  hot  solution  of  caoutchouc;  they  are  then 
taken  out  and  washed,  and  each  line  stretched  out, 
having  a  twine  spinner's  looper  or  swivel  at  the  end. 
They  are  then  rubbed  down  with  a  rough  cloth 
until  they  are  dry.  This  not  only  thoroughly 
stretches  them,  but  takes  out  all  after  turn,  and 
the  lines  will  come  in  from  forty  to  fifty  fathoms 
without  any  twist.  To  overcome  the  defect  in 
badly  made  lines,  you  can  insert  a  swivel  between 
the  line  and  the  lead,  or  use  a  shearing  lead  flat  on 
one  side,  or  one  of  our  improved  Kentish  rig  cliop- 
sticks  that  in  itself  is  a  swivel. — Yours  truly, 

William  Hearder. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

NOT  A  NEW  KNOT. 

DE.A.R  Mb.  Mabston, — I  appreciate  many  of  the 
"  wrinkles  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  knot  of 
Captain  Armitage  seems  to  me  to  be  the  old  "  Spey  " 
knot.  I  have  used  it  ever  since  I  have  used  eyed 
hooks  for  salmon  flies,  and  shall  continue  to  use  it, 
which  is  conclusive  of  my  opinion  as  to  its  value. 

The  wax  dissolved  in  turpentine  I  have  tried  and 
found  very  much  wanting  ;  it  is  like  the  wax  dis- 
solved in  spirit  as  tried  by  my  old  friend  F.  Francis 
and  myself  years  ago,  and  very  qviickly  discarded. 

I  venture  to  send  for  your  opinion  a  small  sample 
of  wax  of  my  own  making  from  an  old  recipe  I 
came  across  in  a  book.  I  have  used  it  for  years 
(I  care  not  to  say  how  many),  and  never  find  it  fail 
at  a  reasonable  temperature — say,  about  sixty — 
but  with  the  thermometer  at  zero  it  certainly  will 
not  work  readily.  A  morsel  about  the  size  of  a 
pea  worked  up  between  warm  fingers  is  perfect  ; 
moreover,  it  does  not  discolour  the  tying  silk. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  A.  S. 

[The  wax  seems  A  1.  Will  "  H.  A.  S."  kindly 
give  me  the  receipt  ? — Ed.] 

•'  ARMITAGE  KNOTS." 

Deab  Sir, — Re  above  knot,  of  which  an  illus- 
tration was  given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  5. 
I  find  it  excellent,  and  believe  it  will  cause  less  ripple 
at  the  head  of  the  fly  than  the  old  double  hitcli,  anl 
besides  having  the  advantage  of  being  easily  undone 
when  changing  flies. — Yom-s  truly, 

Alloa,  N.B.  John  D.  Ritchie. 

[Many  correspondents  have  written  to  point  out 
that  the  "  Armitage  "  knot  is  only  the  old  figure- 
of-eight  knot.  However,  it  was  so  well  drawn  that 
I  was  glad  to  give  it.  as  it  will  be  new  and  useful  to 
many  who,  like  Mr.  Ritchie,  have  never  seen  it 
before.  I  believe  it  has  been  illustrated  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  more  than  once  before. — Ed.] 
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THE  DOUBLE  ARMITAGE  KNOT. 

Dear  Sib, — With  regard  to  the  so-called  "  Double 
Armitage  Knot,"  even  I  used  to  claun  it  as  my 
own  until  many  years  ago  I  found  it  in  Scotland 
and  in  the  Hebrides  and  also  on  the  Galway  river, 
where  I  belisve  it  is  even  older  than  the  Lydon 
family.  The  knot  is  an  excellent  one  for  all  flies 
with  metal  or  gut  loops,  and  also  for  joining 
casting  line  to  gut. — Yours  faithfully,      J.  W.  B. 

THE  FIGURE-OF-EIGHT  KNOT  FOR  EYED 
HOOKS. 

De.\e  Sir, — The  knot  illustrated  last  week  in 
Captain  Armitage's  letter  is  a  very  old  one.  1  learned 
it  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  have 
published  it  in  my  works  on  angling,  its  latest 
appearance  in  book  form  being  on  p.  66  of  "  Sea- 
Fishing  "  (Badminton  Library),  1895.  I  am  fairly 
certain  I  also  gave  it  in  the  "  Book  of  the  All-Round 
Angler,"  but  have  not  a  copy  at  hand  to  enable  me 
to  speak  with  certainty. 

I  often  use  this  knot  on  eyed  hooks,  hooks  with 
loops,  and  also  to  attach  the  running  line  to  cast, 
trace,  etc.  It  is  particularly  viseful  for  this  last- 
mentioned  purpose,  but  I  cannot  describe  it  as  a 
knot  which  can  be  easily  untied. — Yours  truly, 

Goring-on-Thames.  John  Bickerdyke. 

Deab  Sir, — No  doubt, a  number  of  your  readers 
will  recognise  the  knot  described  by  Captain  Armi- 
tage as  an  old  friend — the  "  figure  8  knot."  It  is,  in 
my  opinion,  theonly  genuine,  very  neatest,  and  safest 
knot  ever  invented,  but  the  reason  that  one  perhaps 
does  not  see  it  more  utilised  when  attaching  flies  to 
the  gut  is  probably  on  account  of  it  being  at  first 
a  little  difficult  to  tackle,  although  in  reality  to  tie 
it  is  simplicity  itself.  To  tell  other  people  that 
there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun  is  as  a  rule  a 
delicate  point,  but  I  am  only  doing  so  in  defence 
and  on  behalf  of  the  knot  itself,  which  does  not 
want  to  be  re-christened  nor  doubled  up  into  a  too 
knotty  point.  The  knot  is  also,  or  has  been,  in 
vogue,  I  believe,  among  the  seafai-ing  men  for 
generations. — Yours  truly,      C.  L.  Rosenvinge. 

AUTUMN  SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  TW^EED. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Payton  asks  for  information  as 
to  the  flies  whicli  wei-e  most  successful  on  the  Tweed 
last  back-end.  I  am  an  incurable  heretic  in  this 
matter,  nearly  forty  years  of  experience  in  many 
waters  having;  failed  to  convince  me  that  it  matters 
a  hayseed  what  pattern  one  choose  s  to  display  to 
salmon,  provided  it  is  of  suitable  size  and  rightly 
administered.  I  devised  a  pattern  of  my  own  many 
years  ago — a  gold-bodied  affair,  with  a  bright  wing 
and  crimson  throat  hackle — which  the  late  Jamie 
Wright,  of  Sprouston,  christened  the  "  Sir  Herbert." 
This  I  have  found  perfectly  successful,  both  in 
British  and  Norwegian  waters,  though  certainly  I 
claim  no  superiority  for  it  over  any  other  salmon  fly. 

My  experience  on  the  Tweed  last  autumn  was 
very  brief.  I  fished  two  days  in  the  lower  Mertoun 
water,  and  killed  seventeen  fish,  whereof  fourteen 
happened  to  be  taken  on  the  "  Sir  Herbert,"  one  on 
the  "  Jock  Scott,"  which  I  mounted  in  rough  water 
because  I  had  not  one  of  the  others  large  enough, 
and  two  on  the  "  White  Wing,"  which  I  put  up  in 
the  evening  to  please  my  boatman. — Yours  truly, 

Dec.  7.  Herbert  Maxwell. 

"HUNDREDS  OF  SPLENDID  SALMON  DE- 
STROYED IN  SCOTTISH  WATER  TO 
GET  THEIR  EGGS." 

DejVR  Sib, — In  your  editorial  note  to  my  letter 
on  the  above  subject,  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  28,  you  request  me  to  give 
the  name  of  the  river  and  the  method  adopted  in 
marking  of  salmon  parr  and  smolts  in  the  experi- 
ments which  are  being  carried  out  with  a  view  to 
prove  that  the  artificial  propagation  of  salmon  is  a 
success.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  do  so.  These  experiments  are  not  nearly  ended, 
and  the  proprietor's  permission  would  have  to  be 
got  before  publishing  the  particulars.  All  the 
same,  you  may  rely  on  what  I  have  stated  as  being 
facts. — Yours  truly,  NicoL  McNicol. 

Sandside,  Thurso. 

[I  am  glad  to  hear  what  Mr.  Nicol  McNicol  says, 
and  feel  quite  satisfied  to  wait  for  the  information 
he  refers  to. — Ed.] 

CONDITION  OF  TWEED  SALMON  IN 
NOVEMBER. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  just  returned  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Norham,  on  the  Tweed,  where  I  fished 
for  the  last  seven  days  of  the  season.  For  three 
days  out  of  the  seven  the  water  was  in  bad  condi- 
tion, but  I  caught  six  fish,  261b.,  261b.,  241b.,  241b., 
181b.,  101b. — total  1281b.,  or  an  average  of  a  little 
over  211b..  all  on  the  fly  (Silver  Wilkinson  and 
Durham  Ranger).     I  also  lost  a  large  fish  after 
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twenty  minutes'  play,  and  slightly  hooked  four 
others.  The  condition  of  five  of  the  fish  was 
excellent,  and  my  friends  to  whom  I  sent  them  say 
tliey  never  tasted  more  delicious  salmon.  The 
sixtli  salmon  was  a  fresli-run  fish  in  grand  condi- 
tion. I  noticed  several  red  fish  rising,  but  did  not 
see.  one  caught.  One  of  the  fish  weighing  261b.  was 
hooked  in  tlie  dorsal  fin,  and  took  mo  fifty  minutes 
to  kill,  having  to  follow  liim  nearly  half  a  mile 
down  stream.  The  net  is  always  used  at  this  time 
of  year  for  landing  the  fish. — Yours  truly, 

Cavalry  Club.  J.  B.-L. 

GOOD  SPORT  AT  BEDFORD. 

Deab  Sir, — It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  a 
party  of  us  were  out  fishing  recently,  and  that  the 
following  pike  were  caught.  One  of  15Jlb.,  length 
3ft.  2in.,  girth  18in.  ;  one  of  8Jlb.,  and  one  of  7|lb. 
All  three  were  caught  between  a  quarter  past  eleven 
and  a  quarter  to  twelve  in  the  morning  and  within 
150yds.  There  were  two  others  caught  in  the  same 
piece  of  water  before  the  last  floods.  One  wa-s 
2ft.  lOin.  long  and  weighed  101b.,  caught  out  of  a 
punt  on  the  Wednesday,  and  one  of  2ft.  9in.  long, 
weighing  91b.,  caught  on  the  Saturday.  I  saw  each 
fish  caught  and  landed  same  in  my  net.  The  ten- 
pounder  was  caught  witli  a  small  carp,  but  all  the 
others  with  rojich.  I  saw  each  fish  weighed,  and 
can  therefore  vouch  for  weights  being  correct. — • 
Yours  truly,  A.  W.  Stabey. 

Bedford. 

THE  40LB.  EEL— MR.  TOD'S  BOOK. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  had  seen  the  paragraph 
(about  which  you  write  me)  once  or  twice  in  local 
papers,  but  thought  little  of  it.  The  eel  was  a 
"  conger."  Such  are  often  taken  in  the  Leven 
estuary,  which  is  crossed  by  the  Ulverston  Viaduct 
mentioned  in  the  report. 

I  have  recently  been  much  interested  in  Mr.  E.  M. 
Tod's  "  Wet-fly  Fishing,"  which  affords  capital 
reading.  He  says  in  one  place  (p-  122) :  "  Rain  is  a 
very  queer  factor  for  or  against  our  sport."  I  had 
a  striking  instance  of  this  last  March.  I  was  sitting 
at  tea  one  afternoon,  when,  chancing  to  look  out,  I 
noticed  the  wind  was  due  north.  Now  this  is  a  very 
favourite  wind  of  mine  on  our  local  reservoir, 
Powka  Beck  ;  so,  although  it  was  raining  heavily, 
I  set  out.  For  two  hours  the  wind  blew  half  a  gale 
and  the  rain  "  fairly  teemed,"  as  they  say  here. 
However,  I  got  twenty-two  trout,  fishing  same 
three  flies  the  whole  time. 

His  dodge  of  thoroughly  wetting  the  fly,  and 
then  rubbing  the  wings  between  forefinger  and 
thumb,  I  have  practised  for  years.  I  fancy,  how- 
ever, its  efficacy  is  the  result  of  squeezing  out  im- 
prisoned air,  than  of  getting  rid  of  "  natviral  oil," 
as  he  suggests. 

He  further  says  (p.  235) :  "  I  have  frequently  felt, 
though  it  is  impossible  to  prove,  that  trout  may 
occasionally  feed  upon  the  natural  fly  as  it  is 
ascending  to  the  surface."  Early  in  March,  1902, 
a  friend  and  myself  took  eleven  good  Windermere 
trout — not  one  of  which  gave  the  least  sign  of  a  rise 
— through,  as  Mr.  Tod  says,  understanding  the  secret 
of  fishing  with  sunk  flies.  I  opened  several  of  the 
fish  and  found  them  gorged  with  caddis  and  imma- 
ture flies. 

I  wa.s  amused,  howe\^er,  to  find  Mr.  Tod  speaking, 
after  his  wide  experience,  of  "  head  over  heels  "  (  ?) 
under  water  (p.  183).  Surely  to  tumble  into  water 
thus  is  to  go  in  feet  first  !  "  Heels  over  head  "  is 
obviously  what  is  intended  in  such  cases. — Yours 
truly,  W.  H.  Pearsall. 

Dalton-in-Furness. 

[I  always  imagined  head  over  heels  meant  head 
over  first  and  heels  after.  Much  obliged  for  reply 
about  the  401b.  eel.  The  Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle 
report  gave  the  impression  that  it  was  a  fresh-water 
eel,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  a  40-pounder  in  this 
country. — Ed.] 


GOOD  SPORT  AT  BRIGHTON. 

Dear  Sir, — By  what  I  have  seen  in  the  papers 
sea-anglers  at  Brighton  appear  to  have  had  very 
poor  sport  for  a  long  time.  Of  course  the  weather 
has  been  against  them  to  a  great  extent.  It  may 
interest  some  of  your  readers  to  know  that  the 
silver  whiting  are  here  in  plenty.  On  Dec.  1, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Harold  Jones,  of  Carlton. 
Notts,  I  sailed  out  to  Portobello.  Boatmen  George 
Beard  and  John  Paskins,  whose  arch  is  close  to  the 
Aquariimi,  were  in  charge  (I  may  say  that  these  two 
men  are  thoroughly  hard-working  and  reliable  and 
always  find  the  fish).  On  the  way  down  the  gun 
picked  up  several  wild-duck,  and  when  we  dropped 
anchor  we  took  over  eight  score  of  fine  silver  whiting 
between  10.30  a.m.  and  3  p.m..  mostly  on  the  rod. 
We  also  had  a  fair  quantity  of  dabs,  pout,  and  dog- 
fish, which  I  did  not  trouble  to  count,  all  taken 
with  herring. — Yours  truly,     E.  Joyce  Murray. 
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CHAR  A  WEED  AND  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Replies  to  these  two  queries  would  be 
esteemed.  First,  Does  pond  chara  weed  always 
liave  a  strong  smell  in  the  hand  when  pulled  up,  or 
only  when  it  is  old  and  has  remained  undisturbed 
for  a  number  of  years  ?  Second,  What  will  capture 
rainbows  fully  3J-  years  old  ?  I  put  500  one-year- 
olds  into  my  pond,  which  covers  fully  two  acres 
and  is,  in  one  (part,  fully  17|  feet  deep,  and  have 
only  got  out  about  a  dozen  (none  tliis  year).  I 
have  tried  flies,  worms,  gentles,  wasp-grub,  minnows, 
preserved  and  artificial,  to  no  purpose,  and  liave 
consequently  become  "Desperate." 

A  REPLY  TO  "  WET  FLY,"  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — I  observe  "  Wet  Fly"  asks  for  the 
opinion  of  experts  as  to  the  best  general  flies,  and 
as  he  signs  himself  "Wet  Fly,"  I  suppose  he  will 
not  disdain  the  remarks  of  a  wet-fly  fisher  who  has 
had  some  experience.  At  any  rate,  pro  bono  publico, 
and  for  those  who  care  to  know,  I  am  very  pleased 
to  state  what  I  have  found  in  half  a  century  of 
fishing  to  be  the  three  most  generally  useful  flies  and 
their  dressings.  But  I  must  preface  these  remarks 
by  saying  that  I  am  only  a  "  chuck-and-chance-it  " 
angler,  as  the  dry-fly  men  scornfully  term  a  wet-fly 
man,  and  consequently  I  do  not  presume  to  give 
advice  to  dry-fly  fishermen,  whose  methods  of  both 
presenting  and  using  the  fly  are  so  totally  different. 

First,  dropper  (next  the  reel  line) — always  a 
Coch-y-Bondhu,  the  size  to  be  determined  by  the 
height  and  coloiu:  of  the  water.    This  fly  fishes  best 
as  a  first  dropper,  as  if  properly  used,  just  skimming 
the  surface,  it  is  almost  irresistible  to  any  trout,  and 
I  think  I  may  say  that  I  kill  quite  half  my  fish  with 
it  every  season  and  never  fish  without  it.  The 
dressing  of  this  fly  is  so  simple  and  well  known  that 
I  need  hardly  particularise  it,  except  to  remark  that 
more  than  half  the  shop-made  Coch-y-Bondhus  are 
worthless,  as  the  hackle  is  not  the  right  colour. 
Good  Coch-y-Bondhu  hackles  are  very  difficult  to 
get,  and  I  have  only  seen  half-a-dozen  really  first- 
rate  Coch-y-Bondhu  cocks  in  my  life.    Body,  pea- 
cock's herl,  ribbed  closely  with  brass  wire  from 
brass   pike   gimp.    This   protects   the   herl  from 
Cutting  with   the  fish's  teeth.    Hackle,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,|tied  buzz,  and  very  full.   The  hackle  should 
be  a  deep  furnace  red,  with  black  vein  running 
down  the  feather,  and  black  tips.    Second  dropper 
or    Middle    Fly,   the    Willow  tied    buzz.  Body, 
stripped  peacock's  herl  ribbed  with  silver  wire  from 
silver  pike  gimp.    Hackle,  a  smoky  dun  cock's 
hackle,  tied  buzz,  and  very  full.    This  is  an  excel- 
lent fly,  and  it  need  never  be  changed  all  the  season, 
except  when  either  March  Brown  or  Iron  Blue  are 
on  thick,  and  then  I  use  a  buzz  March  Brown  or  a 
buzz  Iron  Blue  (body,  mole's  fur,  tied  with  orange 
silk,  and  hackle  from  the  inside  of  a  hen  blackbird's 
wing)  in  the  place  of  it.    The  third  fly  is  the  fly  of 
flies,  namely,  the  Cockwing  or  Olive  Dun.   Dressing : 
Wmgs,  starling.    Tail,  three  whisks  from  a  dun 
cock's   hackle.    Body,    yellow   silk   waxed  with 
liquid  wax,  which  makes  it  semi-transparent  and  of 
a  beautiful  olive  tone.    This  body  I  wrap  over  with 
flat  refuse  gut  from  the  refuse  end  of  a  hank,  and 
this  gives  exactly  the  colour  of  the  natural  fly. 
Hackle,  a  Smoky  dun  cock's  hackle.  (N.B. — Early  in 
the  season  it  is  an  improvement  to  have  the  hackle 
stained -  a  faint  olive  with  onion  dye  and  a  little 
copperas.)    As  I  said  before,   when  the  March 
Brown  or  Iron  Blue  are  on  thick,  I  then  put  on  a 
winged  March  Brown  or  Iron  Blue  on  tail  fly  and  a 
buzz  ditto  on  second  dropper ;    otherwise  I  fish 
with  these  flies  all  the  year  round  practically,  and 
the  Coch-y-Bondhu  I  never  change.    I  have  read 
Mr.    Bannatyne's   letter   with   much   interest  re 
natural  minnow  spinning.    He  evidently  writes 
with  knowledge,  but  he  is  mistaken  as  regards  his 
fears  of  hooks  tied  with  the  liquid  wax  drawing.  I 
have  used  it  now  for  nearly  half  a  century — a  pretty 
good  trial.    I  have  sometimes  fished  with  a  fly  that 
has  been  cut  to  ribbons  by  the  fish,  the  silk  wrapping 
of  the  body  almost  entirely  cut  off  by  the  fish's 
teeth,  and  little  left  but  the  hackle  wing  and  a  few 
turns  at  the  head,  and  it  has  still  held  them.  On 
one  occasion  when  using  Stewart's  tackle  for  trout 
in  a  heavy  stream  I  hooked  a  salmon,  and  as  the 
river  was  almost  in  flood  and  the  stream  very 
strong,  the  strain  was  tremendous,  and  the  line 
after  a  few  moments  came  back,  .and  on  examining 
it  I  found  of  the  three  No.  11  round-bend  hooks  one 
was  broken  and  the  other  two  pulled  out  quite 
straight  with  the  strain.    I  thmk  this  speaks  well 
of  the  holding  power  of  the  liquid-  wax  that  the 
hooks  would  break  or  bend  before  they  would  draw. 

Mr.  Augustus  Grimble's  idea  of  putting  six 
swivels  instead  of  three  to  prevent  kinking  is  a 
good  one.  I  picked  up  a  wrinkle  last  year  from  a 
French  gentleman  who  was  fishing  with  an  American 
bait-casting  rod.  He  had  a  chain  of  six  swivels 
joined  together;  and  this  was  put  on  the  end  of -the 
reel  line,  and  no  swivels  on  his  cast  at  all,  which  was 


quite  short,  not  more  than  3ft.  The  swivels  not 
only  prevented  any  kinking,  but  being  at  the  head 
of  the  trace  were  away  from  the  minnow,  and  acted 
as  a  light  weight  also.  I  have  adopted  this  plan 
ever  since,  and  find  it  ratich  simpler  and  better  than 
a  trace  with  swivels  at  intervals.  Messrs.  Milward 
make  these  chains  of  swivels,  and  they  can  be  pro- 
cured at  any  of  their  agents.  Rangoon  is  not  a 
good  oil  for  swivels  ;  it  is  too  sticky.  Cycle  lubri- 
cating oil  is  better. — Yours  truly,  Glanrhos. 


"  WET  FLY'S  "  LETTER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  28  I 
read  with  pleasure  a  letter  from  "  Wet  Fly,"  and 
was  for  wi-iting  you  much  to  the  same  point  when 
his  letter  appeared,  and  trust  that  some  of  our 
expert  fishermen  will  let  us  have  their  experience 
and  give  us  a  small  list  of  the  best  all-round  trout 
flies  in  reply.  I  am  only  a  novice  at  fly-fishing,  and 
from  what  I  can  see  I  believe  a  few  well-assorted 
flies  would  meet  our  requirements.  I  have  always 
fished  witli  three  flies  on  my  cast,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable time  have  not  changed  two  of  them — the 
Hare's  Ear  ringed  up  gold  and  Wickham's  Fancy 
— as  I  found  them  good  all-round  flies  the  whole 
season.  Hoping  to  have  the  pleasure  of  reading 
some  of  the  expert  fly  fishermen's  opinions. — Yours 
iruly,  Novice. 

Belfast. 

LIQUID  WAX. 

Dear  Sir, — A  correspondent,  A.  E.  Bannatyne, 
in  your  issue  of  Nov.  28  mentions  that  he  made  some 
of  above  from  the  recipe  given  by  "  Glanrhos,"  and 
in  his  opinion  silk  dressed  with  it  has  not  the  grip 
solid  wax  imparts.  I  may  state  I  also  manufac- 
tured some  Uquid  wax,  in  accordance  with  the 
directions  of  "  Glanrhos,"  and  shortly  afterwards 
boimd  some  hooks  with  silk  dressed  with  the  solu- 
tion. The  following  morning  I  found  the  gut  loops 
parted  quite  easily  from  the  shanks,  the  wax  having 
dried  very  little  (if  any)  during  the  night,  although 
I  applied  it  but  sparingly.  Could  "  Glanrhos " 
offer  any  opinion,  and  say  if  the  solution  he  makes 
sets  rapidly,  as  in  the  meantime  I  favour  the 
remarks  of  "  A.  E.  B."  ? — Yom-s  truly. 

Purple,  Red,  and  White. 

P-S. — I  may  mention  I  whipped  the  gut  to  the 
hooks  in  a  manner  I  have  never  known  to  fail  when 
solid  wax  was  used. 

FISHING  NEAR  MONMOUTH. 
Dear  Sib. — I  shall  shortly  be  on  the  Wye,  and 
wish  to  try  for  pike.  Monmouth  will,  I  think,  be 
my  resting  place.  I  should  be  grateful  for  any 
advice  as  to  where  to  obtain  live  bait,  boats,  etc., 
and  also  as  to  the  best  water  and  the  means  of 
obtaining  permission  to  fish.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

T.  Treherne  Barton. 


FISHING  NEAR  NIAGARA  FALLS. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  tell  me  through  your 
valuable  paper  the  sort  of  fishing  there  is  at  Niagara, 

Ontario,  Canada,  or  round  about  the  Niagara  Falls  ■ 

the  sort  of  fish  they  catch  and  sort  of  tackle  they 
use  ?  and  oblige,  yours  truly,  A. 

[I  believe  there  is  good  black  bass  and  muscalonge 
(pike)  fishing  in  the  St.  Lawrence.  Use  tackle  as 
for  pike  and  perch. — Ed.] 

A  NEW  FISHING  HAT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  a  fishing  hat  which  Messrs. 
Burberry  made  to  my  design,  and  which  would,  I 
think,  be  just  the  sort  of  head-gear  "  Wrentail  " 
wants.  It  is  a  tweed  or  homespun  hat  of  the  shape 
called  "  Tyrol,"  and  of  presentable  appearance.  It 
has  four  ventilating  eyelet-holes  in  the  upper  storey, 
and  is  so  cool  and  comfortable  that  I  use  it  all  the  year 
round  for  fishing,  shooting,  etc.  The  brim  can  be 
turned  down  in  wet  or  hot  weather,  and  no  rain  can 
get  down  the  neck.  In  the  place  of  a  cloth  band 
round  the  hat  there  is  a  band  of  white  felt  just  like 
the  felt  leaf  in  a  fly-book.  On  this  band  are  fas- 
tened three  metal  hooks  and  a  few  narrow  strips  of 
cork.  There  are  also  four  elastic  bands  crossing 
the  felt  at  right  angles  and  sewn  to  the  top  of  the 
felt  band,  but  secured  at  the  bottom  by  spring 
buttons.  Over  all  is  a  band  of  tweed  or  homespun 
lined  with  black  linen.  This  is  sewn  to  the  top  of 
the  felt  band,  and  folds  down  over  and  completely 
covers  it. 

To  fit  on  the  casts,  turn  down  tlie  brim  and  turn  up 
the  tweed  flap  ;  then  hold  the  hat  upside  down,  and 
unbutton  the  elastic  bands  which  will  fall  back  out 
of  the  way.  Then  fasten  the  loop  end  of.  the  cast  to 
the  metal  hook,  and  wind  on  evenly,  Keeping  the 
coils  of  gut  on  the  same  side  of  the  cork  guides, 
which  are  sirnply  divisions  to  prevent  the  coils  of 
the  ,  different  casts  from  over-riding.  li  fitted 
with  flies  secure  the  flies  in  the  felt ;  if  with  no  flies 


button  down  the  nearest  elastic  band  over  the  loose 
end.  Spare  flies  can  be  kept  in  the  felt,  and  if  tied 
on  gut  can  be  hooked  on  at  a  convenient  distance 
for  securing  the  gut  ends  under  one  of  the  elastic 
bands. 

With  a  hat  thus  fitted  the  angler  who  starts  in  a 
hurry  and  forgets  his  fly-book  can  still  make  a  good 
show.  From  this  hat  the  casts  come  off  quite 
straight.  The  wind,  light,  and  stray  boughs  cannot 
touch  the  gut,  which  keeps  as  well  as  if  stowed  away 
in  a  dark  drawer.  Burberry,  of  Haymarket,  has 
my  rough  pattern  hat. — Yours  truly, 

Glasgow.  w.  E.  BiNNEY. 

ANOTHER  HUNGRY  TROUT. 
Dear  Mr.  Mabston,— In  reply  to  Mr.  L.  B.  Raw- 
ling,  I  once  in  Clapham  Beck, "a  tributary  of  the 
Wenning  and  Lune,  when  fishing  Stewart  tackle, 
with  one  BB  shot  on,  broke  my  cast  6in.  above  the 
shot  in  striking  a  4oz.  trout,  it  being  my  first  throw  ; 
but  on  mending  up  again  next  throw  hooked  the 
fish  and  got  the  tackle  back.  On  another  occasion 
I  got  my  tackle  back  which  I  had  broken  in  striking 
a  fish  that  I  saw  take  the  worm  in  a  small  rocky 
channel,  at  one  side,  say,  1ft.  deep,  shelving  out  to 
nothing  on  the  other,  and  barely  2ft.  across,  and  I 
still  wonder  how  the  trout  expelled  it  after  I  struck, 
for  he  certainly  had  it,  and  was  over  8oz.  The 
channel  was  a  little  by  way  out  of  one  pool,  coming 
into  the  stream  again  at  right  angles,  and  only  about 
10ft.  long.  I  threw  above  him  to  the  right,  and  he 
slowly  went  up  and  took  it  quickly  with  almost  his 
back  out — then  we  parted.  He  darted  towards  me 
into  the  stream,  and  I  was  just  going  to  fit  some 
new-drawn  gut  on  when  I  saw  the  worm  on  the  flat 
rock,  and  on  wading  to  it  found  all  there  save  the 
trout.    Very  curious,  -was  it  not  ? — Yours  truly, 

Oliver  Pboctee. 


A  19lb.  lOoz.  PIKE  CAUGHT  IN  WIMBLEDON 
LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — -I  have  much  pleasure  in  informing 
you  of  my  capture  last  week  of  a  pike  weighing 
191b.  lOoz.,  this  being  the  largest  pike  caught  there 
for  many  years,  which  if  not  beaten  in  weight  until 
February  close  season,  1904,  will  win  the  silver 
cup  offered  by  the  Wimbledon  Golf  Club. — Yours 
truly.  Charles  Grass. 

[I  congratulate  Mr.  Grass.  I  do  not  remember  a 
pike  so  large  as  this  being  taken  from  this  water 
before. — Ed.] 

ROACH  AND  ROACH  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — "  J.  H.  R.  B."  says  :  "  I  do  not 
suppose  that  a  single  Yorkshire  angler  will  be  con- 
verted to  his  fossilised  notions."  I  never  saw  one, 
so  cannot  say.  I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  oblige 
him  and  say  that  I  have  not  seen  hundreds  of 
anglers  casting  floats  ten  or  twelve  yards  out,  and 
most  assuredly  without  a  leger  weight,  but  I  cannot. 
The  hundreds  I  fished  among  were  a  fimd  of 
amusement  to  me,  and  there  was  no  occasion  to 
draw  "  on  the  reserve  fund  of  a  very  vivid  imagina- 
tion "  or  any  other  fund.  He  may  take  it  from  me 
(minus  a  diploma)  that  it  would  be  ten  to  one  on 
what  he  calls  a  "  clothes-prop  "  against  his  24Jft. 
flagstaff,  forked  stick,  butt  in  the  hand,  literally 
float  legering  in  a  stream,  and  the  float  only  one 
foot  deeper  from  the  sm-face  of  the  water  to  the 
plummet,  roach  fishing,  say,  with  paste.  Great 
Scott  !  All  I  can  say  is  I  wish  him  joy  of  it.  There 
is  only  one  proper  and  scientific  style  of  roach 
fishing,  which  is  not  only  practised  in  "  particular 
streams,"  as  he  says,  but  in  almost  all  oiu-  southern 
rivers  and  many  others,  from  the  strong  and  rapid 
Arun  to  the  slow  and  "sullen  Mole."  Wherever 
"  J.  H.  R.  B."  can  get  his  float  I  can  get  a  light 
leger — that  is  certain  ;  and  no  doubt  fish  the  eddy  he 
describes  ;  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  fishing 
it  even  with  a  10ft.  6in.  rod  eight  yards  from  the 
side — none  whatever. 

"J.  H.  R.  B."  says  :  "And  seeing  that  he  poses 
as  one  of  the  latter — that  is,  an  expsrt — I  suppose 
he  will  abide  by  the  directions  he  gives — use  hair, 
but  novices  are  advised  to  fix  up  with  fine  gut. 
This  is  exactly  what  I  took  exception  to"  (I  am 
glad  he  said  exactly),  "the  catching  of  splendid 
chub,  ti'out,  etc.,  with  a  stiff  pole,  a  tight  or  fixed 
line  and  hair."  Did  you  really?  and  yet  this 
erratic  and  unique  individual,  on  Nov.  7,  1903, 
says :  "  It  may  be  possible  to  kill  chub  a  couple 
of  pounds  on  hair,"  and  as  usual  flatly  contradicts 
himself.  If  it  is  possible,  as  he  says,  to  do  this  on 
hair,  he  may  rest  assured  it  would  be  much  easier 
on  gut.  "  I  suppose  he  will  abide  by  the  directions 
he  gives."  Certainly,  they  are  all  right ;  but  let 
"J.  H.  R.  B."  suppose  notWng.  Tha  trout  up  to  31b. 
and  over,  carp  up  to  41b.,  numerous  bream  ^up  to 
3ilb.,  chub  up  to  21b.  and  over,  and  an  eel  exactly 
31b.  were  caught  with  what  he  calls  a  "  clothes-prop 
and  cart  rope," — ^Yours  truly,  F.  M. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the 
Publishers,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to 


whom  all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  10».  6rf. 

Six  Months          ditto             ditto         . .  5».  id. 

Three  Months  ditto  ditto  . .  Zt.  Sd. 
To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage     . .       . .  12*.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    £7    7  0 

Half  Page    3150 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    1    5  o 


Small  advertisements  5(.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertuementt  mmt  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manaqek,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

All  matter  iateaded  for  insertion  in  the  issue  of 
Dec.  26  must  arrive  not  later  than  FIRST  POST 
on  Tuesday,  Dec,  22.  Owing  to  the  Christmas 
Holidays,  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published 
on  Wednesday,  Dec.  23,  at  2  p.m. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  19,  1903, 


OCCA.SIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR; 


The  Salmon  and  Trout  Association. 

Theke  was  another  meeting  of  the  Salmon  and 
Trout  Association  at  Fishmongers'  Hall  last 
Tuesday,  when  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P., 
presided.  The  principal  business  done  was  the 
appointment  of  a  parliamentary  advisory  com- 
mittee, elected  from  members  of  the  association, 
who  will  consider  any  bills  relating  to  our  fisheries 
which  may  be  submitted  to  Parliament,  and 
either  support  or  oppose  them  as  may  be  thought 
advisable.  Other  committees  will  be  appointed  to 
deal  with  rod  and  net  fishing,  fish  culture,  river 
pollution,  water  supply,  fish  trade,  and  sea  and 
river  conservancy.  If  the  new  association  can 
only  carry  out  a  few  of  its  objects  it  will  do  an 
incalculable  amount  of  good.  I  am  a  little  doubt- 
ful myself  as  to  the  wisdom  of  one  association 
trying  to  work  for  the  trout  and  salmon  interests, 
which  in  the  past  have  so  often  proved  to  be 
absolutely  antagonistic. 

Ex-President  Cleveland  and  the  Fish  Story. 

The  American  Field  says  :  — 

"  Ex-President  Grover  Cleveland  is  well  known 
as  an  enthusiastic  angler,  and  his  utterances  regard- 
ing the  sport  are  given  wide  circulation.  One  of 
liis  latest  bans  mots  states  that  at  a  place  where  he 
was  sojourning  at  one  time  a  dealer  in  sportsmen's 
goods  advertised  a  certain  make  of  fishing  rod  by 
having  one  projecting  from  the  front  of  his  store, 
with  a  Une  attached  and  a  gilded  effigy  of  a  fish 
pendant  from  the  end  of  the  hne.  One  night, 
'  some  wee  short  hour  ayont  the  twal,'  an  inebriated 
individual,  homeward  bomid,  doubtless  to  '  where 


sits  our  sulky,  sullen  dame,'  espied  the  dangling 
fish  and  rapped  upon  the  dealer's  door.  A  head 
was  thrust  from  an  upper  window,  and  a  voice 
queried  :  '  What's  wanted  ?  '  The  answer  was  : 
'  Hist,  man  ;  come  down  quickly  !  '•  The  awakened 
one  hurriedly  dressed,  descended,  and  asked  why  he 
had  been  called.  Anyone  may  imagine  his  wrath 
at  being  accosted  by  the  bibulous  man  «'ith, 
'  You've  got  a  bite  !  '•  '-' 

I  think  if  I  were  to  fish  in  the  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  in  the  days  of  its  youth  I  could  find 
that  story,  and  I  beUeve  I  sent  a  copy  of  the  Fishinq 
Gazette  to  Mr.  Cleveland  at  the  time.  It  is  not  half 
a  bad  story. 

Clwyd  and  Elwv  Salmon  and  the  55lb. 
Eden  Fish. 

There  seem  to  have  been  one  or  two  errors  in  the 
Denbigh  Free  Press  note  which  I  reprinted  on 
Dec.  5.  Mr.  William  Francis  (not  Frances)  caught 
the  311b.  fish  mentioned.  Captain  Wrigley  caught 
his  fish  on  Nov.  7,  not  Nov.  27,  as  that  was  close 
time.  The  correspondent  who  sent  me  the  note  also 
gave  me  as  the  captor  of  the  55lb.  Eden  salmon  Mr. 
WilUam  Francis,  whereas  it  was  Mr.  Edwin  Francis. 
Here  is  a  copy  of  the  Carlisle  JournaPs  report  on 
Nov.  10,  1888,  except  that  I  have  inserted  the 
angler's  Christian  name  Edwin:  — 
(Extract  from,  the  "  Carlisle  Journal,"  Nor.  10,  1888.) 

"  On  Friday,  Mr.  Edwin  Francis,  of  Liverpool, 
while  fishing  in  the  Corby  Water,  Eden,  hooked 
and  landed  with  a  rod  a  splendid  salmon,  which, 
on  being  weighed,  was  found  to  scale  55Jlb.  This, 
we  beh'eve,  is  the  largest  salmon  ever  caught  in  the 
Eden.  The  nearest  approach  to  it  was  a*  fish  of 
521b.,  caught  in  the  nets  at  RochclifEe  ;  and  it  is  a 
stone  heavier  than  the  largest  hitherto  killed  with 
rod  and  Une.  The  angler  hooked  the  fish  in  Cat 
Clint  about  midday,  and  after  half-an-hour's  fine 
play  landed  him  in  Coley's  Nab,  the  next  stream 
below.  It  was  a  beautifully-proportioned  male  fish, 
as  fresh  in  colour  as  a  newly-run  Candlemas  gray, 
and  without  a  blemish  of  any  kind.  It  was  weighed 
by  Mr.  Mlbourne,  station-master,  who  pronounced 
the  actual  weight  (six  hours  after  capture)  to  be  close 
upon  56lb.  ;  the  weight  was,  therefore,  registered 
at  55^lb.  The  fish  measured  51in.  in  length,  girth 
29in.,  breadth  of  tail  14in.  It  was  exhibited  at 
Mr.  CowUng's,  where  it  was  the  object  of  much 
interest.  Mr.  Francis  also  landed  two  salmon  of 
20lb.  and  211b.  respectively,  in  the  afternoon, 
making  96Jlb.  as  the  result  of  his  day's  work."- 

"  Roman  Roads  in  Britain.'- 

Although  I  have  never  had  time  to  study  it  deeply, 
the  history  of  the  Roman  occupation,  of  this  country 
has  always  had  a  fascination  for  me.  It  adds  so 
much  to  the  interest  of  one's  angling  wanderings  to 
come  across  traces  of  the  greatest  Empire  of  anti- 
quity, and,  fortunately,  Roman  remains  are  still 
plentiful.  From  the  Test  and  Itchen  in  the  south 
to  the  Tyne  in  the  north,  from  Caister  in  the  east 
to  Wroxeter  in  the  west,  on  almost  every  important 
river  the  angler  will  meet  Roman  remains  in  the 
shape  of  roads  or  bridges  or  castle  mounds.  To  the 
Rev.  Edmund  McClure,  Secretary  of  the  S.P.C.K., 
w^e  owe  the  fact  that  most  useful  and  interesting 
books  on  the  work  of  the  famous  S.P.Q.R.  in  this 
country  have  recently  been  published — namely, 
"  Roman  Roads  in  Britain,"  by  Thomas  Codrington, 
•with  several  maps,  and  "  Roman  Britain,"  by 
Edwar^^  Conybeare.  May  I  suggest  to  Mr.  JlcClure 
that  in  a  future  edition  if  the  modern  name  of  each 
town  mentioned  could  have  the  Roman  name  added 
in  italics  it  would  add  immensely  to  the  value  of  the 
work.  Of  course,  some  modern  towns  are  of  later 
origin  than  the  Roman  occupation,  hke  Liverpool — 
Manchester  is  the  Roman  Mancunium.  I  shall  never 
forget  visiting  Uriconium  ^dth  the  "  Amateur 
Angler  "  one  lovely  summer's  evening  in  the  sixties, 
after  fishing  in  the  Severn,  and  wondering  at  the 
wonderfully  preserved  remains  of  the  Roman  city, 
the  red  brickwork  looking  in  the  setting  sun  as  warm 
and  fresh  as  if  but  recently  built  instead  of  ha\dng 
seen  some  2000  summers  and  winters — or  rather  felt 
them.  It  is  a  pitj'  that  the  contemporary  accounts 
of  the  Roman  occupation  of  Britain  are  so  scanty. 
We  know  far  more  about  their  great  colony  than 
ever  Roman  citizens  did,  except  those  whose  busi- 
ness or  profession  caused  them  to  visit  Britain.  One 
of  the  great  charms  of  angUng  to  me  has  always  been 
that  it  takes  us  to  so  many  places  sacred  to  the  Manes 
of  Britons,  Romans,  Saxons,  Danes,  Normans,  and 


English  tenants  of  this  much  coveted  land,  coveted 
chiefly  by  reason  of  the  fertiUty  of  its  soil  due  to  the 
profusion  of  its  fishful  streams.  As  the  Times  says  : 
"  To  come  suddenly  upon  a  book  ('  Roman  Roads  in 
Britain  ')  packed  with  suggestions  for  the  well-being 
of  the  walker  is,  in  this  year  of  grace  and  auto- 
mobiUty,  no  small  joy."-  I  am  sure  many  anglers 
will  say  the  same. 

Rainbows  in  the  Staises  Reservoirs. 

In  the  interesting  "  By  Lake  and  River '-  column 
in  the  Daili/  Telegraph  I  saw  the  following  note  :  — 

"  It  is  not  generally  known  that  there  is  a  very 
fine  rainbow  trout  preserve  quite  close  to  London, 
one  of  the  huge  reservoirs  at  Staines  having  been 
stocked  with  several  thousands  of  these  fish  by  a 
small  syndicate  of  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  fishing 
in  these  extensive  sheets  of  water  is  let.  There  are 
jack  and  large  quantities  of  small  perch  in  the  reser- 
voirs, and  occasionally  the  rainbow  trout,  when 
endeavouring  to  swallow  a  perch,  get  choked.  The 
trout  now  vary  from  about  lib.  to  21b.,  and  seem  to 
be  growing  rapidly.  It  is  a  pity  that  these  waters, 
in  which  the  public  have  so  great  an  interest,  have 
not  been  turned  into  a  public  fishing  resort.  If 
well  stocked  with  trout,  and  if  day  tickets  were  sold 
to  fly-fishers,  there  would  be  a  handsome  return,  of 
which  the  ratepayers  would  reap  the  benefit.  The 
Staines  reservoirs  might  well  be  to  London  what 
Loch  Leven  is  to  Glasgow,  and  that  is  saying  a 
great  deaL'' 

When  the  water  companies  are  bought  up  by  the 
L.C.C.  I  hope  that  it  may  be  possible  to  utiUse  the 
great  reservoirs  both  for  pleasure  and  profit, 
although  for  boating  they  are  all  too  dangerously 
deep.  At  present  the  public  has  no  right  to  do 
more  than  ask  for  permission.  I  hope  the  rainbows 
will  do  well,  but  it  is  doubtful.  These  new  reser- 
voirs almost  always  fish  well  for  a  year  or  so,  and 
then  fall  off  terribly,  and  in  some  cases  gradually 
come  round  again  after  some  years. 


What  are  Bull- Trout  ? 

Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood  read  an  extremely  inte- 
resting paper  on  the  bull-trout  of  the  Tay  and 
Tweed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  on  Dec.  7  last,  Dr.  Robert  Munro, 
Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Calderwood  is 
H.M  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for  Scotland,  and  one 
of  the  best  practical  Hving  authorities  on  the 
Salmonidae,  I  feel  sure  that  his  annoimcement  that 
the  bull-trout  he  has  examined  are  ■practically  the 
same  as  the  salmon  will  be  read  with  great  interest. 

The  late  Major  J.  P.  Traherne  and  other  autho- 
rities always  held  that  maggots  in  the  gills  of  a  fish 
like  a  salmon  proved  it  was  a  bull-trout.  'Mi: 
Calderwood  saj's  that  late  in  the  season  the  maggot.s 
are  also  found  in  salmon  and  grilse. 

The  title  of  Mr.  Calderwood's  paper  was  "  The 
Bull-Trout  of  the  Tay  and  Tweed  "  :  — "  The  parti- 
cular bull-trout  to  which  he  referred  were,  ilr. 
Calderwood  said,  the  important  migratory  species 
commonly  spoken  of  by  that  name  in  Scotland. 
There  were  two  fishes  which  were  particularly 
referred  to,  and  which  he  held  were  distinct,  both 
being  called  bull-trout.  One  was  well  represented 
in  the  Tay,  and  the  other  in  the  Tweed,  and  con- 
siderable confusion  at  present  existed  because  of  the 
title  which  was  apphed  to  both.  The  bull-trout 
of  the  Tay  was  the  same  as  that  referred  to  by 
Parnell  as  from  the  Forth.  It  was  found  in  the  Tay 
up  to  the  weight  of  60lb.  Last  July  seven  buli- 
trout,  weighed  together,  scaled  2141b.  Mr.  Calder- 
wood gave  a  number  of  details  of  these  fish  from  an 
examination  made  of  them  at  Perth,  and  the  con- 
clusion he  came  to  was  that  the  bull-trout  in  ques- 
tion was  the  same  fish  as  the  true  salmon,  but  was 
modified  in  possibly  a  temporary  way.  The  distin- 
guishing features  of  this  buU-trout  were  a  spotted 
appearance  along  the  sides  and  back,  and  the  pre- 
sence of  maggots  in  the  gills.  Maggots  in  the  gills 
were  foimd  commonly  in  late-running  autumn 
salmon  and  grilse;  and  that  pirasite  did  not  appear 
to  be  rapidly  killed  by  the  action  of  salt  water.  Jn 
matters  of  dentition,  tin  ray  formulae,  scales,  gill 
cover,  and  proportions  of  head  and  body,  the  Tay 
bull-trout  was  identical  with  the  salmon.  By  the 
marking  of  salmon  recently  carried  on  by  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  it  was  demonstrated 
that  these  fish  had  been  captured,  and  described 
as  bull-trout,  which  at  the  time  of  marking  were 
described  as  salmon,    With  regard  to  the  Tweed,  the 
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bull-trout  of  that  river,  otherwise  knoWn  as  the 
grey  trout  or  roundtail,  was  the  fish  described  by 
Yarrell  as  Salmo  eriox.  It  was  generally  described 
as  a  variety  of  the  ordinary  sea-trout.  The  result 
of  transporting  browTi  trout  to  New  Zealand  showed 
what  a  rapid  change  environment  produced  upon 
these  fish,  which,  when  they  were  brought  home, 
were  recognised  as  typical  sea-trout.  The  late  Sir 
James  Maitland  had  shown  that  by  different 
methods  of  feeding  a  fish  could  be  produced  from 
Loch  Leven  trout  either  like  brown  trout  or  hke 
sea-trout.  The  bull-trout  of  the  Tweed  was  the 
most  distinct  variety  of  sea-trout  that  existed,  and 
on  account  of  the  name  having  been  given  to  it  in 
very  early  times,  it  probably  deserved  the  title  of 
Salmo  eriox  apphed  to  it  as  a  variety  of  Salmo  trutta."- 

Recipe  fob  Making  a  Light  Straw-Coloured 
Wax  for  Fly-tying. 
H;  A;  S.,"-  who  has  had  a  long  and  varied 
experience  in  salmon  fishing  and  fly-making,  sent 
me  last  week  a  bit  of  wax  and  said  :  — 

"  I  send  for  your  opinion  a  small  sample  of  wax 
of  my  own  making  from  an  old  recipe  I  came  across 
in  a  book.  I  have  used  it  for  years  (I  care  not  to  say 
how  many),  and  never  find  it  fail  at  a  reasonable 
temperature — say,  about  sixty — but  with  the 
thermometer  at  zero  it  certainly  will  not  work 
readily.  A  morsel  about  the  size  of  a  pea  worked 
up  between  warm  fingers  is  perfe;ct ;  moreover,  it 
does  not  discolour  the  tying  silk.'' 

It  looks  so  good,  I  asked  if  "  H.  A.  S."  would  give 
us  the  recipe,  and  he  kindly  does  so  as  follows  :  — 

"  Dear  Mr.'  Marston, — The  recipe  of  the  wax  is 
much  at  your  service.  It  runs  thus  : — 2oz.  best 
'pale  rosin ;  melt  in  a  pipkin  over  slow  fire  ;  when 
melted,  add  Idr.  beeswax  ;  stir  until  well  mixed  ; 
add  Joz.  spermaceti ;  stir  for  quarter  of  an  hour, 
then  pour  into  a  basin  of  cold  water.  While  yet 
warm  work  it  by  pulhng  out  with  the  fingers — the 
more  the  better.  This  last  operation  makes  it 
tough  and  colourless. — Yours  truly,     "  H.  A.  S."- 


-"  Burns  and  Wimplin'.". 

A  well-known  dignitary  of  the  Church  of  England 
writes  : — • 

"  Dear  Sir,— The  little  problem  you  set  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  last  week  is  interesting,  as  is  also 
the  word  '  wimphn'  '  itself.  '  Wimplin'  '  is,  of 
course,  strictly,  winding,  waving,  or  meandering. 
And  so  Burns  uses  it  in  his  '  Halloween.' 

'  Amang  the  bonnie  winding  banks. 
Where  Do3n  rins,  wimplin',  clear.' 

In  the  poem  from  which  your  stanza  is  taken,  and 
which  is  headed  '  Scotch  Drink,'  Burns  discourses 
of  both  ale  and  whisky.  Thus,  in  the  two  Unes  just 
preceding,  he  writes  : 

'I  sing  the  juica  Scotch  bear  (barley)  can  mak  us. 
In  glass  or  jug.' 

And  so  in  the  passage  quoted  he  speaks  of  Scotch 
Drink  whether  as  whisky  passing  through  the 
wimphn'  worm  of  the  still,  or  ale,  richly  brown, 
foaming  owre  the  brink  of  the  jug.  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  you  find  many  things  interest  fishermen 
besides  fish  and  fishing."- 

Fresh  Siberian  Salmon  for  the  German 
Market.- 

From  the  Deutsche  Fischerei-Zeitung  of  Dec;  15 
I  see  that  the  steamer  Bianka  was  expected  to 
arrive  at  Altona  on  Dec.  18  with  a  cargo  of  Siberian 
salmon  in  her  refrigerating  chambers.  She  has 
been  specially  fitted  out  for  the  trade,  and  chartered 
by  the  firm  of  C.  Lindenberg,  of  Berlin  and  Altona. 
The  salmon  were  packed  at  the  place  of  capture 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  W.  Lindenberg,  and  it 
is  expected  that  the  cargo  will  soon  be  disposed  of 
in  view  of  the  large  orders  sent  in  advance  by  fish 
merchants.  The  salmon  are  described  as  "  silvery 
white,  red-fleshed  river  salmon,  very  little  behind 
German  salmon  in  flavour  and  quality.''  A  Russian 
firm,  Radezki  and  Co.,  is  expecting  a  consignment 
of  salted  salmon  by  the  same  steamer.  We  in 
England  have  for  some  time  been  eating  Siberian 
butter  as  "  best  Danish,'!  and  now  soon  doubtless 
we  shall  have  Siberian  "Rhine  salmon"-  to 
eat  with  it.  Some  years  ago  a  lot  of  frozen 
Labrador  salmon  was  sold  in  London,  but  it  had 
such  a  flavour  of  cotton  waste  and  train  oil  that 
although  cheap  it  was  not  popular.  Probably  the 
arrangements  for  transport  were  defective, 

R.  B,  MarstoN;' 


EOYAL  LADIES  OF   THE  EOD. 

"The  DuOaESS  of  Fife,  in  bringing  to  a  close  a 
remarkably  successful,  though  somewhat  short, 
season  of  her  sport  on  the  waters  of  Mar  Lodge, 
has  cleverly  demonstrated  how  the  art  of  the 
angler  may  be  enjoyed,  certainly  with  the  reward 
of  many  notable  kills,  even  though  the  weather 
may  be  of  the  most  unfavourable  condition. 
The  extraordinary  popularity  which  fishing, 
especially  with  the  rod  and  deep  line,  is  finding 
with  our  national  womanhood  certainly  had 
as  its  lead  the  attachment  thereto  practically 
demonstrated  by  Queen  Alexandra,  her  daughters, 
the  Duchess  of  Connaught,  and  Princess  Patricia. 
Anghng  is  distinctly  a  pastime  in  which  there 
is  no  ulterior  aid  to  success,  for  the  fisher 
and  the  fish  entirely  decide  the  battle  between 
themselves;  hence  not  even  with  the  royalties 


Duchess  of  Fife  and  her  two  young  daughters,  who 
are  also  anglers,  and  quite  equal  to  fishing  a  match 
with  their  cousins,  the  young  princes,  sons  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  whose  portraits  I  gave  last  week. 
Now  I  think  our  series  of  portraits  of  members  of 
the  Royal  Family  who  angle  is  complete  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  H.R.H.  the  Princess  Louise. 

Rj  B.  Marston. 


THE  PKESIDENT  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 


Forest  and  Stream  has  a  delightful  Christmas 
number.  Among  the  illustrations  are  portraits  of 
Daniel  Webster,  who  was  a  keen  angler,  also  of 
another  angler.  President  Roosevelt,  and  says  : — 


Duchess  of  Fife  and  her  Daughters. 

From  a  iJioto  hy  Messrs.  W.  it  D.  Downey. 


{Copjright. 


is  there  a  royal  road  to  reward  with  the 
rod,  so  that  results  in  general  over  this  sport 
are  the  outcome  of  talent  with  the  tackle.  The 
Dee,  in  which  our  royalties  mostly  angle,  is  a 
generally  good  stream  for  sport,  though  this  season, 
as,  of  course,  in  the  case  of  all  waterways  in  the 
country,  much  swollen,  and  a  good  deal  discoloured 
at  times,  a  fact  making  the  great  total  of  kills  by 
the  Duchess  of  Fife  one  of  the  decided  sporting 
records  of  the  year.  The  example  shown  last  year 
by  the  Duchess  of  Connaught  in  fishing  several  of 
the  Irish  streams  has  been  a  good  deal  followed  of 
late  by  lady  rods.  Erin's  watyrs  mostly  teem  with 
fish,  and  well  deserve  a  greater  extent  of  patronage. 
However,  there  is  every  indication  that  in  the 
Green  Isle,  as  on  this  side  of  St.  George's  Channel, 
the  best  of  results  will  follow  the  lead  taken  in  so 
engaging  a  pastime  by  the  royal  ladies  of  the  rod.'! 

With  the  above  interesting  note  from  Womanhood 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  give  a  portrait  of  the 


"  There  is  something  very  appropriate  in  a 
portrait  of  President  Roosevelt  in  his  office  to 
accompany  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Roosevelt  as  a  sports- 
man. In  this  country,  at  least,  it  is  for  the  most 
part  true  that  the  man  who  follows  with  enthusiasm 
the  sports  of  the  rod  and  gun,  pursues  with  corre- 
sponding energy  some  branch  of  work.  We  have  a 
leisure  class  to  be  sure,  but  the  typical  American 
sportsman — the  only  one,  by  the  way,  for  whom  it 
is  worth  while  to  endeavour  to  save  the  fish  and 
the  game — is  the  man  who,  whether  with  hand  or 
head,  has  some  part  in  the  world's  work.  Most  of 
the  contributors,  whose  signatures,  whether  real 
names  or  pseudonyms,  are  familiar  to  the  readers 
of  these  columns,  belong  to  this  class.  They  make 
of  sport  not  a  profession  but  a  diversion.  They 
play  that  they  may  work — or,  shall  we  say,  work 
that  they  may  play  Their  letter-heads  are  repre- 
sentative of  the  varied  industries  and  professiona 
which  make  up  modern  society,'^ 
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HOW  MK.  CHOLMONDELEY- 
PENNELL  LOST  THE  "PIKE  OE 
HIS  LIFE." 

I  CANNOT  refrain  from  quoting  a  fishing  reminis- 
cence given  by  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  in  his 
Badminton  volume  on  pike  fishing,  etc.  He  is  so 
severely  practical  in  all  his  books  and  writings 
that  it  is  like  finding  a  trout  on  the  line  when 
pike-fishing  to  find  an  anecdote  of  his — and  yet 
who  could  give  us  more  or  better  if  he  would. 
It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  Mrs.  Cholmondeley- 
Pennell  is  also  an  angler. — R.  B.  M. 

"  I  have  referred  to  the  large  size  of  the  eel  baits 
which  may  occasionally  be  used  with  good  results 
in  wide  ranges  of  water  where  pike  are  known  to  be 
of  exceptional  size.  In  Lough  Corrib,  in  Galway, 
for  example,  some  forty  miles  long,  I  have  often 
killed  large  pike  both  with  the  eel  tail  and  with  the 
whole  eel,  weighing  over  half  a  pound,  although  I 
was  never  so  fortunate  as  actually  to  '  bag  '  any- 
thing of  extraordinary  dimensions.  Local  tradition 
is,  however,  rife  with  accounts  of  pike  of  fifty,  sixty, 
and  some  seventy  pounds  in  weight,  which  have 
been  periodically  taken  out  of  this  inland  sea,  and 
from  what  I  have  seen,  and  felt  myself,  during  many 
weeks  of  fishing  in  its  waters,  I  can  well  beheve  it. 
Indeed,  I  have  little  doubt  that  I  have  more  than 
once  had  hold  of  these  monsters,  though  I  never 
brought  one  to  bank ;  but  of  course  in  the  case  of 
such  fresh-water  sharks,  with  teeth  Uke  bulldogs, 
the  odds  are  really  very  much  in  favour  of  the  fish. 

"  I  recollect  once,  when  spiiming  under  the  north 
shore,  not  far  from  the  '  Cut,'  in  a  deep  bay  sur- 
rounded by  walls  of  bulrushes,  suddenly  finding  that 
my  spinning-bait — a  whole  eel  of  about  half  a  pound 
weight — was  fast — very  fast  indeed — in  somethiyig. 
From  the  perfectly  passive  and  at  the  same  time 
utterly  unyielding  nature  of  the  resistance,  I  con- 
cluded I  had  got  hold  of  a  rock  or  submerged  stump, 
though  how  such  should  be  found  in  water  which  I 
knew  to  be  twenty  feet  deep  at  least  was  somewhat 
unaccountable.  I  had  very  powerful  new  gimp 
tackle,  a  strong  line,  and  a  stout  rod,  and  I  spared 
neither  in  my  unsuccessful  attempts  to  get  clear — 
still  without  the  shghtest  signs  of  the  obstacle, 
whatever  it  was,  giving  way.  Suddenly  my  bait 
began  quietly,  perfectly  quietly,  to  move  away ! 
'  Hughes  ! '  I  shouted  to  my  trusty  henchman, 
'  Hughes,  it  is  a  fish  !  I  beheve  I  have  hooked  a 
leviathan  !  '■  At  that  moment  the  hne  came  quietly 
home,  without  an  effort  or  struggle,  and  without 
the  flight.  The  new  gimp  was  apparently  cut 
through  as  with  a  pair  of  scissors. 

"  To  rig  up  a  fresh  flight — this  time  of  double 
gimp — was  the  work  of  a  very  few  minutes,  and 
another  eel-bait,  still  longer  than  the  first,  was  soon 
in  the  water.  Almost  immediately  I  was  fast  again 
in  the  fish,  who  pursued  precisely  the  same  tactics 
as  before — at  first  remaining  motionless,  and  then 
after  a  little  while  moving  off  without  struggle  or 
commotion.  And  after  the  display  of  about  the 
same  amount  of  vitahty  as  before,  once  more  the 
line  came  back  to  my  hand  with  the  doubled  gimp 
neatly  and  cleanly  severed  a  few  inches  above  the 
bait. 

"  I  fished  the  water  over  again,  and  again  next 
day,  but  never  saw  anything  more  of  my  con- 
queror, unless,  indeed,  a  vast  '  wallow '  a  few 
minutes  later  on  the  surface  of  the  lough  some 
eighty  yards  away  was  an  indication  that  he  was 
'  there.'  and  probably  trying  to  rid  himself  of  his 

recent  diimer  What  this  fish  actually  weighed  can 

of  course  be  only  a  matter  of  conjecture  ;  but  I  have 
had  some  experience  of  the  '  ways  '  of  heavy  fish, 
both  pike  and  salmon,  and  I  have  always  believed 
that  on  that  occasion  I  lost  the  chance  of  basketing 
the  biggest  pike  of  my  hfe.  These  Lough  Corrib 
pike  fight  Uke  demons.  I  remember  my  wife 
catching  one  that  weighed  only  131b.,  and  in  his 
struggles  to  make  for  home — a  rush  bed  about 
eighty  yards  off — he  actually  towed  the  boat  a  good 
many  yards  in  that  direction  before  he  was  basketed. 
We  all  thought  at  first  from  his  style  of  running 
that  it  must  be  a  salmon."- 


The  statement,  often  repeated  by  meteorologists, 
that  the  warm  water  of  the  Gulf  Stream  is  not 
carried  near  the  British  Isles,  and  that,  therefore, 
our  climate  cannot  be  modified  by  it,  is  negatived 
by  a  chart  of  the  Gulf  Stream  just  issued  by 
the  Admiralty.  The  chart  shows  that  the  heated 
current  is  at  all  times  found  off  Ireland,  and  during 
a  part  of  the  year  its  waters  lave  the  Irish  coast. 


THE  THAMES  CONSERVANCY 
AND  THE  FLOODS. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Conservators  of  the  river 
Thames,  held  on  Dec.  14,  Mr.  W.  B.  Monck,  the 
member  for  the  County  Borough  of  Reading, 
expressed  the  great  appreciation  with  which  his 
council  view  the  manner  in  which  the  weirs  on  the 
river  have  been  regulated  under  the  Conservators' 
orders  during  the  heavy  rainfall  of  the  current  year. 

Sir  F.  D.  Dixon-Hartland,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Mr.  A. 
Gilbey,  and  Mr.  C.  Burt,  J.P..  representing  the 
County  Councils  of  Middlesex,  Bucks,  and  Surrey 
respectively,  also  expressed  the  views  of  their 
councils  to  the  same  effectj 


ORIGINAL  OIL  PAINTINGS  OF 
THAMES  SCENERY. 

The  charming  view  we  give  of  the  Thames  from 
Richmond  Hill  is  a  greatly  reduced  reproduction 
from  a  painting  by  Mr.  J.  Talbot  Adams,  Exhibitor 
Royal  Academy.  Mr.  Adams  has  some  beautiful 
oil  paintings  of  scenery  on  the  Thames  and  other 


Live  baits  are  not  now  the  sine  qua  noii  they  once 
were,  and  preserved  gudgeon  and  preserved  minnow 
are  now  found  plentiful  enough  in  every  angling 
outfit.  It  is  greatly  a  matter  of  pure  sentiment  on 
the  part  of  the  angler  whether  ho  prefers  the  bait 
pickled  in  formalin  or  fresh.  Of  course,  if  fresh 
baits  arc  plentifully  at  hand,  they  should  be  used 
in  preference  to  the  pickled  ones,  although  the  latter 
are  more  tough  on  the  flight  and  more  lasting  than 
the  fresh  bait  from  the  minnow  tin. 

The  minnow  is  one  of  the  most  tenacious,  hardy 
httle  fishes  that  swims,  and  if  not  exposed  to  tho 
rays  of  the  sun  nor  excluded  from  fresh  air,  will  hvo 
for  days  in  a  bottle  or  tin  can  with  only  an  occasional 
refresher  by  way  of  a  dip  in  the  river  or  well.  Last 
fall  I  had  an  experience  worth  relating  with  minnowsj 
Being  quite  indifferent  whether  the  httle  fellows 
were  dead  or  ahve,  which  I  had  in  my  minnow  can, 
I  did  not  worry  over  them  as  otherwise  would  have 
been  the  case.  If  dead,  they  were  popped  into  the 
formahn  bottle,  and  if  ahve  they  were  given  a 
fresh  drink  and  then  stowed  away  in  a  dark  corner 
till  needed.  Thus  I  treated  some  three  dozen 
obtained  from  a  famous  burn  in  July  last,  using 
them  up  either  dead  or  ahve,  and  alternately  both, 
till  in  October  last  only  some  half  dozen  remained. 

These  f&w  were  then  transferred  to  a  small  tin 


The  Thames  fboji  Richmond  Hill. 
(Greatly  reduced  from  a  pastel  by  J.  Talbot  Adams. 
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rivers  to  sell  at  prices  ranging,  for  very  small  sub- 
jects, from  a  guinea  upwards.  They  are  well  wortli 
the  attention  of  all  who  Like  good  original  work. 
His  address  is  St.  Swithin's,  Manor  Park-road, 
Sutton,  Surrey. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  SPINNING 
BAITS. 

Next  to  the  fly  there  is  no  more  deadly  lure  for 
both  salmon  and  trout  than  a  well-spun  minnow. 
Some  twenty  years  ago  the  orthodox  sportsman  of 
the  old  school  would  not  have  deigned  to  counten- 
ance such  sport,  and  the  minnow  spinner  was  made 
to  feel  that  he  was  an  unwelcome  guest  at  many  a 
country  house.  Now,  if  this  be  not  all  changed,  at 
least  it  is  greatly  modified,  and  within  certain 
bounds  the  minnow  is  not  only  recognised  and 
tolerated,  but  much  sought  after  even  by  those 
who  formerly  despised  it.  There  are  certain  times 
when  fish  are  off  the  fly,  but  will  come  to  the 
minnow ;  there  are  certain  states  of  the  water 
when  nothing  but  a  minnow  need  be  offered  ;  and 
there  is  a  by  no  means  small  circle  of  keen  sportsmen 
who  fail  egregiously  with  the  fly,  but  ai'e,  on  the 
other  hand,  eminently  successful  with  the  minnow 
or  other  spinning  bait. 

The  very  largest  sizes  of  minnow  are  needed  for 
salmon  baits,  and  in  early  spring,  when  the  waters 
are  cold  and  heavy,  gudgeon  are  called  in  to  supple- 
ment the  services  of  the  more  famihar  minnow. 


with  a  perforated  hd,  and  in  the  hurry  and  scurry 
of  the  closing  season  clean  forgotten  about  till  the 
other  day.  I  fully  expected  to  find  them  dead  and 
stinking,  but  on  opening  the  tin,  to  my  unbounded 
astonishment,  the  whole  half  dozen  were  swimming 
about  in  the  musty  water  liveher  than  ever.  They 
seem  to  have  been  thriving  well  in  the  oxidised 
water  for  some  five  weeks  at  least  wthout  a  single 
change.  They  are  in  better  quarters  now,  and  in 
waiting  for  the  spring  season. 

Minnows  as  a  rule  do  not  fatten  in  confiinement.' 
I  have  kept  a  plump  lot  for  six  months.  They 
spawned,  but  never  recovered  condition  although 
fed  after  the  orthodox  manner  with  meal  and  occa- 
sional pinches  of  boiled  fiver.  Perhaps  the  menu 
was  at  fault,  but  I  have  an  idea  that  fish  in  confine- 
ment are  sooner  or  later  starved  to  death,  imless 
artificially  bred  for  the  purpose.  The  best  plan  for 
keeping  alive  and  healthy  a  few  hundreds  of 
minnows  and  gudgeon  is  to  have  a  large  cage 
cylinder  or  drum  of  perforated  zinc  firmly  anchored 
in  the  bed  of  a  narrow  channel,  and  the  stock  kept 
here,  the  door  on  the  top  being  secured  by  a  brass 
padlock  to  prevent  poaching  on  such  a  tempting 
preserve. 

The  sand-eel  tail  is  a  splendid  spinning  bait  in 
small  clear  waters.  Nothing  in  the  realms  of 
artificiaUty  can  come  near  it,  nothing  in  nature 
rival  it  as  an  attractive  Im'e  in  the  water. 

The  secret  of  all  preservatives,  and  especially  the 
sand-eel,  is  to  keep  them  in  total  darkness,  otherwise 
the  hght  will  blanch  them.    The  same  with  prawns-. 
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They  should  seldom  see  the  light,  and  never  strong 
sunUght,  from  the  time  of  their  capture  till  they  are 
put  on  the  flight  and  presented  to  the  fish.  'Now 
and  again,  especially  a  week  or  so  after  the  first 
botthng,  both  minnows  and  eel-tail  need  looking 
to  and  renewing  of  the  pickle.  A  good  washing  in 
clear,  cold  water  will  do  a  heap  of  good  in  freshening 
theif  appearance  and  removing  any  blood  or  other 
putrid  matter  which  might  have  developed  in  the 
first  botthng.  The  best  preservative  I  find  is  one 
of  formalin  to  sixty  of  water,  but  for  the  first 
washing  I  use  a  much  stronger  pickle,  so  as  to  secure 
firmness  from  the  start.;  G.  M. 


FISH  CULTUEE  IN  THE  EXE 
VALLEY. 


Mr.  Theo.  F.  Tracy,  of  the  Exe  Valley  Fishery, 
in  his  report  for  the  season  1903-4  says  :— 

"  In  issuing  the  present  season's  price-list,  I  have 
pleasure  in  reporting  an  increased  stock  of  healthy 
young  trout  for  disposal.  During  the  past  year 
further  improvements  and  enlargements  have  been 
carried  out  at  the  fishery,  principally  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  dozen  new  rearing-ponds.  There  is  a 
plentiful  supply  of  pure  water  drawn  from  the  main 
river  thi-ough  a  mill  stream  some  half-a-mile  in 
length,  containing  much  natural  trout  food,  such  as 
fly  larvae  and  fresh-water  shrimps.  By  first  run- 
ning this  water  through  cress-beds  and  ponds, 
devoted  entirely  to  the  growth  of  water-plants  and 
insect  food,  the  size  and  condition  of  the  young  trout 
reared  in  the  ponds  below  has  been  much  improved. 

"  Brown  trout  are  recommended  for  streams  and 
rivers,  rainbow  trout  and  Loch  Leven  trout  for 
ponds,  reservoirs,  or  fenced  streams. 

"  There  is  a  continually  increasing  demand  for 
rainbow  trout,  which  are  found  to  thrive  well  in 
ponds,  small  or  large,  even  such  as  might  seem  only 
fit  for  coarse  fish,  and  where  the  supply  of  running 
water  is  very  limited,  or  perhaps  only  intermittent. 
They  are  remarkable  for  their  free  rising,  game 
fighting,  and  rapid  growth  under  favourable  con- 
ditions, yearhngs  turned  down  in  winter  or  spring, 
frequently  attaining  a  weight  of  fib.  to  IJlb.  by  the 
following  autumn.  Being  heavy  feeders  it  is  neces- 
sary when  stocking  ponds  with  rainbows  to  see  that 
the  food  supply  for  the  fish  is  adequate ;  and  in  some 
cases — for  example,  where  ponds  have  been  newly 
made,  or  recently  cleaned  out — it  may  be  advisable 
to  feed  artificially  for  a  time  at  least.  If  not  already 
present,  suitable  aquatic  plants  and  insect  food 
.should  be  introduced.  Of  the  latter,  the  common 
fresh-water  snail  (Limnea  Peregra)  is  amongst  the 
best,  being  very  prohfic,  and  an  excellent  trout  food. 

"  Ponds  into  which  rainbow  trout  are  to  be  placed 
should  first  be  properly  screened  at  all  outlets  to 
prevent  their  escape,  as  these  fish  are  often  great 
rovers; 

"  Yearlings  wiU  usually  be  found  the  most  suit- 
able for  stocking  purposes,  or  two-year-olds  when 
sport  is  required  in  the  least  possible  time.  Year- 
hngs travel  cheaply  by  rail,  and  readily  accommodate 
themselves  to  new  waters. 

"  Yearlings  are  deUvered  from  October  to  April, 
according  to  size  ;  two-year-olds  during  the  winter 
months. 

A  FEW  Results  with  Rainbow  Trout  sent  out 
FROM  the  Exe  Valley  Fishery. 

"  1;  YearUng  rainbows,  stocked  April,  1902,  caught 
Oct..  1903,  at  2^  years  old,  weighing  from  21b.  3oz. 
to  21b.  12oz.  (Somerset.) 

"2.  Yearhngs  turned  down  in  April;  seven  trout 
weighing  S^lb.  caught  at  first  fishing  in  Sept.  fol- 
lowing. (Hants.) 

"  3.  Yearhngs  stocked  in  February,  caught  fifteen 
months  later,  at  two  years  old,  up  to  2Jlb.  (North- 
amptonshire.) 

"  4.  Yearlings,  Sin.  and  9in.,  stocked  June  8, 1903, 
caught  up  to  lib.  in  second  week  in  August,  and  lib. 
to  ipb.  early  in  October.  (Devon.) 

"5.  Small  pond  stocked  with  200  rainbow  year- 
lings, March,  1901  ;  130  fish  from  lib.  3oz.  to21b.  4oz. 
killed  during  the  summer  of  1902.  (Devon.)". 

[I  am  glad  to  pubhsh  these  particulars  of  results 
of  stocking  suitable  waters  with  rainbow  trout,  espe- 
cially as  it  has  been  said  I  am  prejudiced  against 
the  fish.  This  is  quite  untrue,  and  anyone  who  cares 
to  take  the  trouble  to  see  what  I  have  said  about 
the  rainbow  trout  during  the  past  twenty  years  will 
see  that  all  I  have  done  is  to  advise  caution,  espe- 
cially as  regards  its  introduction  into  our  rivers, 


Since  then  the  fish  has  been  tried  in  a  great  many  of 
our  rivers,  and  after  giving  rise  to  great  hopes  has 
invariably  disappeared— that  is,  if  it  could  get  down 
stream.  In  lakes  and  ponds  it  does  well,  al  any  rale 
for  a  time.  But  I  know  that  in  some  cases,  after 
giving  good  sport  and  growing  to  21b.  or  so,  the 
fish  have  gone  off  colour  and  off  the  feed,  and  finally 
gone  off  altogether.  The  great  secret  is  to  give  them 
and  all  trout  plenty  of  food.  The  rainbow  has  a 
terrific  "  Little  Mary,",  and  if  that  is  neglected  he 
pines  away. — R.  B.  M.] 


SEA  FISH  CULTUEE. 

I  AM  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Okell,  F.L.S.,  for  this 
reply  to  a  question  of  mine  as  to  what  success  the 
hatchery  had  had. — R.  B.  M. 

"  Dear  Sir,—. The  sea  fish  hatchery  at  Port  Erin 
was  estabhshed  at  the  cost  of  the  insular  govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  the  artificial  hatching  of, 
mainly,  plaice  and  lobsters.  It  is  only  now  for  the 
first  time  in  economic  working  order,  and  will  be 
conducted  on  the  lines  of  the  hatchery  of  the 
Fisheries  Committee  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  at  Piel,  near  Barrow-in-Furness. — Yours 
truly,  "RoBT.  Okell. 

"  Isle  of  Man  Fish  Hatchery  Committee, 
"  Government  Buildings,  Douglas,  Dec.  12.". 


ANGLING  WITH  HAEEY  LONG 
LEGS  ON  LOUGH  COEEIB. 

Lough  Corrib,  with  its  40,000  acres  of  water, 
has  many  attractions  for  the  angler.  Trout  are 
found  in  abundance  along  the  shores  and  around 
the  islets.  Pike  frequent  the  weedy  reaches  of  the 
expansive  lake  ;  salmon  run  up  from  the  Galway 
river,  and  although  they  do  not  rise  well  to  the  fly, 
they  are  frequently  taken  on  the  Devon  or  Phan- 
tom minnow.  The  pike  run  to  a  large  size,  and  have 
been  taken  up  to  301b.  Stories  of  monsters  are  rife 
amongst  the  fishermen,  but  the  gulf  between  fact 
and  legend  is  easily  bridged  by  the  imagination  of 
gilhes  who  live  in  such  poetic  surroundings;  There 
is  httle  fabulous,  however,  about  the  trout;  Since 
the  abohtion  of  the  deadly  cross -lines  it  is  excellent, 
and  Corrib  now  ranks  amongst  the  gamiest  of  Irish 
loughs.  Dapping  with  the  May  Fly  begins  early 
in  June,  and  large  baskets  of  trout  are  taken  by 
anglers  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  on  the  spot 
when  the  Green  Drake  is  up.  The  artificial  fly  is 
rapidly  recovering  the  attractive  quahties  which 
for  years  the  "  otter  "-  had  destroyed.  It  is  good 
generally,  but  particularly  in  the  early  angling 
months  ;  later  on  the  perch  fry  and  other  bottom 
food  is  too  abundant  to  tempt  the  trout  to  rise, 
except  to  the  natural  fly,  of  which  the  most  attrac- 
tive is  the  Daddy  Long  Legs.  For  dapping  this  is  as 
deadly  as  the  May  Fly,  and  as  it  is  abundant  in 
August  it  is  the  principal  device  used  by  anglers. 
Oughterard,  a  small  sleepy  village,  fourteen  miles 
by  road  and  seventeen  by  rail  from  Galway,  is  the 
chief  centre  for  Corrib.  The  population  is  about 
800,  but  the  fishing  is  so  good  that  three  hotels  are 
kept  going.  The  London  and  North-Western  Rail- 
way Company  issue  a  sixteen-days  return  ticket 
from  Euston  for  the  modest  sum  of  35s.  6d.,  and  a 
six-months  ticket  for  £2  12ai  6d.  from  May  to 
October. 

It  was  two  o'clock  on  Aug.  12  this  season  when  we 
got  under  weigh;  A  sharp  south-west  wind  was 
blowing  straight  across  the  lake,  and  the  boatman 
turning  the  boat  broadsides  we  made  our  first  drift 
towards  one  of  the  islands.  Two  Daddies  are 
impaled  on  the  hook,  and  the  wind  catching  the 
hght  blow-line  carries  it  forward  a  dozen  yards.  The 
flies  fall  on  the  water,  and  ride  over  crest  and 
hollow  as  hght  as  thistledown.  We  are  soon  half- 
way across,  and  watch  the  brown  spot  in  momen- 
tary expectation  of  the  first  rise.  Our  patience 
is  not  long  taxed,  a  swirl  beneath  the  flies  and  their 
immediate  disappearance  show  that  they  have 
been  appropriated — a  moment's  grace  is  given,  and 
then  a  sharp  turn  of  the  wrist,  followed  by  a  con- 
vulsion in  the  rod,  and  we  are  on  terms  with  our 
first  fish.  He  does  not  leave  us  long  in  uncertainty 
as  to  his  size  and  fighting  quaUties.  Rising  to  the 
surface  he  lashes  the  water  angrily,  displaying  in 
the  process  the  modest  proportions  of  a  |-pounder. 
He  gives  no  quarter  and  receives  none,  and,  after 
two  or  three  sturdy  plunges  and  short  runs,  is 
brought  within  reach  of  tl]e  landing-net^    He  is 


small  fry  compared  with  what  Corrib  yields,  and 
the  fishing  is  continued  in  expectation  of  better 
things.  Before  the  drift  is  finished  a  second  fish  ia 
hooked,  and  we  find  ourselves  batthng  with  a  much 
larger  specimen.  He  chooses  to  plunge  under  the 
boat,  taxing  the  gillie's  skill  to  avoid  a  catastrophe; 
The  fish  manages  to  get  a  little  slack  line  in  the  con- 
fusion that  ensues,  and,  turning  it  to  his  own  advan- 
tage, breaks  away  without  further  ceremony.  The 
boat  is  now  rowed  back  against  the  wind,  and 
another  drift  is  taken  towards  Inisshambo.  which 
being  interpreted  means  the  "  old  cow's  island." 
The  great  advantage  of  the  Oughterard  portion  of 
the  lough  is  the  extent  of  shallows  it  offers  to  the 
angler.  This  is  the  favourite  habitat  of  Salmo  fario, 
and  every  yard  holds  him.  He  lurks  behind  the 
great  boulders,  and  Hes  among  the  shingle-beds  in 
which  the  lough  abounds,  eagerly  alert  to  seize  the 
drifting  ephemera,  a  welcome  change  in  diet  from 
the  abundant  perch  fry  upon  which  he  has  been 
gorging. 

The  drift  has  not  been  half  made  when  the  small 
rod  bends  beneath  the  weight  of  a  well-hooked  fish 
that  has  stealthily  sucked  under  the  Daddies,  and 
made  no  more  commotion  in  the  act  than  a  2oz. 
sprat.  The  moment  he  is  struck  he  springs  out  of 
the  water  a  yard,  repeating  the  evolution  three  times 
in  succession,  the  final  spring  bringing  him  within  a 
foot  of  the  boat.  Then  he  plunges  down  stern- 
wards,  and  he  is  away  with  all  his  might,  making 
the  reel  sing  and  bending  the  rod  until  the  top 
touches  the  water.  We  are  in  for  a  good  fight  now, 
and  settle  down  to  watch  every  movement.  He  is 
well  hooked  or  he  would  have  broken  away  in  the 
first  mad  rush,  but  a  flaw  in  the  gut,  a  kink  in  the 
fine,  or  mismanagement  of  the  winch,  and  there  will 
be  a  smash  for  a  certainty.  He  takes  a  turn  round 
the  boat  tamely  enough  after  the  recent  dash  for  hfe, 
and  no  doubt  exhausted  in  consequence  ;  but  if  only 
a  breathing  space,  and  the  struggle  is  repeated  with 
new  vigour,  away  he  goes  again,  splashing  and 
plunging  hammer  and  tongs  with  a  long  trail  of  tight 
line  behind  him.  The  harder  a  fish  plays  the  sooner 
the  end,  other  things  being  equal ;  after  a  couple  of 
such  runs  a  trout  generally  comes  to  the  top  of  the 
water  with  wide  open  mouth.  An  angler  knows  how 
to  turn  that  moment  to  his  own  advantage  by  draw- 
ing him  cautiously  along  the  top  of  the  water.  Fresh 
air  chokes  him — even  a  salmon  will  submit  to  being 
so  dragged  for  half-a-score  of  yards  without  a 
struggle.  Our  quarry  is  subjected  to  this  process, 
and  submits  with  a  good  grace,  until  he  is  close  to 
the  landing-net ;  but  he  does  not  like  it,  and 
shaking  his  head  in  protest,  seeks  the  watery  deep 
once  more  ;  the  fight,  however,  is  practically  over, 
and  a  few  moments  afterwards  he  capitulates.  He 
is  a  handsome  fellow,  small-headed  and  deep 
shouldered,  spotted  black,  and  turns  the  scale  at  2lb. 

The  fish  are  now  well  on  the  rise,  and  every  drift 
stirs  them;  One  or  two  premature  strikes  rob  us  of 
fish  and  fly,  and  the  latter,  alas !  are  now  running 
short !  There  is  no  art  in  fishing  with  the  dap,  but 
there  is  a  decided  art  in  striking.  It  is  unlike  the 
artificial  fly  method,  in  which  quick  striking  is  indis- 
pensable. The  secret  of  dapping  consists  in  giving 
the  fish  time.  Struck  at  suddenly,  he  will  strip  the 
flies  off  the  hook  again  and  again.  Let  him  take 
the  Daddies  well  under,  and  then  strike.  This  needs 
a  cool  head  and  steady  hand,  and  will  be  forgotten 
when  a  fish  makes  a  dash  at  the  fly,  the  occasion 
most  of  all  when  dehberation  is  essential; 

Small  Island  is  the  next  drift,  and  two  more  good 
pounders  are  added  to  the  basket.  Then  we  make 
for  Colefoot  Island,  perhaps  the  best  of  all  places  on 
the  loiigh.  It  yields  us  another  2-pounder,  which 
fights  to  the  last  ounce  of  his  strength,  and  is  safely 
landed.  The  breeze  still  holds  good,  and  as  the 
fresh-mounted  Daddies  are  breasting  the  crest  of 
a  wave,  they  disappear;  Were  it  not  for  an  almost 
imperceptible  break,  scarcely  distinguishable  in  the 
broken  surf,  it  might  be  thought  that  the  breeze  had 
blown  them  under,  but  the  tightening  of  the  rod  in  a 
large  fish  gives  the  true  explanation.  This  time  a 
3-pounder  curved  himself  in  the  air  imtil  head  and 
tail  almost  meet,  and  then  made  battle  royal.  The 
Fates  are  against  us  this  time ;  soon  the  fine  grows 
slack,  the  rod  straightens,  and  we  had  lost  the  best 
fish  of  the  day. 

The  supply  of  Daddies  is  exhausted,  and  we  turn 
for  home  mounting  the  artificial  flies,  and  traihng 
them  hehind  with  50  yards  of  line.  There  is  a 
small  March  Brown  on  the  cast,  and  a  fish  grabs  it; 
That  he  is  a  good  one  is  shown  by  the  convulsions 
of  the  rod,  and  the  process  of  recovering  the  line 
■y^hich  he  actively  resists  confirms  the  opinion;  Had 
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he  selected  either  of  the  other  two  flies  which  were 
mounted  on  eyed  hooks  and  stronger  gut,  the  results 
might  be  different,  but  the  March  Brown  was 
attached  to  drawTi  gut,  which  could  not  hold  him. 

We  had  only  fished  about  three  hours  and  a  half, 
and  landed  six  trout  and  lost  four.  Two  other 
baskets  that  day  consisted  of  eight  and  nine  fish 
respectively— one  specimen  weighing  2ilb.,  and 
another  close  on  51b.  weight.  Several  have  been 
taken  this  season  of  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  and  one  of 
101b.  on  the  May  Fly,  Ownwee. 


UNSPOKTSMANLY  FISHING 
DEVICES. 


In-  a  recent  issue  of  the  American  Fidd  I  was 
deUghted  to  see  this  protest  against  "  unsports- 
manly  devices.".  I  have  often  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  protested  against  baits  which  give  the  fish  no 
chance,  such  as  the  Edgar  barbless  hook,  for  which 
it  was  claimed  that  once  touched  by  a  fish  it  cannot 
get  away— I  should  call  it  a  lock-fast  double-point 
hook.  Then  there  are  the  baits  which  spring  open 
when  struck  by  a  fish,  guaranteed  to  kill  a  fish  stone 
dead  while  the  angler  waits,  and  so  on.  We  do  not 
want  these  kill-sport  devices  any  more  than  we 
Avant  to  use  dynamite. — R.  B.  JI. 

For  several  decades  the  sportsmen's  journals  (not 
sporting  papers)  of  this  country  have  sought  to  ele- 
vate the  standard  of  sports  afield  and  astream  by 
promulgating  a  doctrine  of  humane  methods  in  the 
pursuit  of  fishes  and  game.  As  this  principle  has 
been  consistently  advocated  for  years  past,  the 
better  class  of  sportsmen  have  come  to  realise  the 
fact  that  true  enjoyment  of  sport  consists  in  pitting 
the  gunner's  skill  against  the  devious  or  swift  flight 
of  the  bird,  or  in  the  angler's  expertness  with  hght 
tackle  against  the  agility,  cunning,  and  strength  of 
the  fish.  These  sportsmen  do  not  find  their  highest 
pleasure  in  big  counts  of  bag  or  creel,  and  they 
deprecate  all  methods  for  the  taking  of  fishes  or 
game  that  hmit  the  quarry's  chances  for  escape  to 
such  extent  as  to  virtually  ensure  the  capture  of 
every  individual  pursued. 

Hand  in  hand  with  this  spirit  of  sportsmanly 
methods  has  travelled  the  doctrine  of  better  pro- 
tection for  fishes  and  game,  until  in  many  sections 
has  been  seen  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  numbers 
of  finny  tenants  of  lakes  and  streams,  and  feathered 
and  furred  inhabitants  of  fields  and  forests.  Through 
the  desire  of  man  to  slaughter  (either  for  so-called 
sport  or  for  mercenary  motives),  was  the  supply  of 
fishes  and  game  depleted,  and  only  by  restraint  of 
that  desire,  either  through  a  higher  standard  of 
sportsmanship  or  the  enforcement  of  legal  enact- 
ments, the  tenants  of  forests  and  streams  shall  be 
saved  from  extermination. 

The  American  Field,  a  persistent  advocate  of  the 
higher  standard  and  adequate  protection  for  game 
ammals,  birds,  and  fishes,  from  time  to  time  has  in- 
veighed strongly  against  sure-thing  appliances  for 
fishermen,  and  has  noted  with  satisfaction  the  grow- 
ing spirit  among  anglers— not  fishermen— to  eschew 
all  unsportsmanly  paraphemaha  and  rely  upon 
dexterity  in  the  use  of  light  tackle  for  the  pursuit  of 
t  he  gamy  finny  tribes. 

However,  instances  that  evidence  a  necessity  for 
fiu-ther  missionary  work  that  shall  spread  the  prin- 
ciples of  true  sportsmanship  and  protection  are 
noted  occasionally.  Barbarous  devices  that  mini- 
mise to  naught,  almost,  the  chances  of  the  fish  for 
escape  are  patented  and  placed  on  the  market  at 
intervals.  Many  of  these  sure-thing  apphances, 
such  as  the  eagle-claw,  are  tabooed  by  all  anglers  ; 
and  the  better  class  of  dealers  in  sportsmen's  suppKes 
do  not  carry  such  goods  in  stock. 

Despite  these  facts,  inventors  still  patent  such 
devices.  Last  September  Charles  O.  Cook,  Auburn 
N.  Y.,  was  granted  a  patent  for  a  fish  trap-hook  that 
It  It  shall  work  as  the  patentee  expects  and  wishes 
must  hold  the  fish  springing  it,  or  if  the  fish  shall 
wrench  away  its  escape  can  be  effected  only  through 
the  receipts  of  such  severe  injuries  that  one  cannot 
see  how  the  fish  could  survive.  A  description  of  the 
device  would  not  interest  any  angler,  and  the 
American  Field  cares  not  to  cater  to  fish-hogs. 

During  October,  a  patent  was  issued  to  Frank  H 
Pardon,  Owensboro',  Ky.,  for  a  combined  bait-hook 
and  gaff-hook,  m  which  the  fish  (as  in  the  other 
device)  is  made  to  become  its  own  executioner  by 
liberating  the  spring  that  operates  the  gaff-hook 
Further  details  regarding  this  apphance  are  omitted 
for  the  reasons  given  above. 
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The  Congress  of  the  United  States  deemed  it  neces- 
sary, several  years  since,  to  "enact  a  law,  known  as 
the  Lacey  Act,  for  the  better  "  preservation,  distri- 
bution, introduction,  and  restoration  of  game  birds 
and  other  wild  birds  -- ;  and  the  law  contains  strin- 
gent regulations  regarding  the  transportations  from 
one  State  to  another  of  game  animals  and  birds 
which  may  have  been  illegally  killed  or  in  transit 
contrary  to  the  State  laws. 

It  would  seem  that  the  strong  arm  of  the  nation 
well  might  bo  extended  to  protect  the  fishes,  and 
more  especially  that  legalising  (in  a  sense)  the  use  of 
sure-thing  devices  for  taking  fishes,  by  issuing 
patents  therefor  from  a  department  of  the  govern- 
ment, should  be  abandoned  in  the  interest  of  a  higher 
type  of  sportsmanship;  No  angler  will  use  such 
apphances,  but  if  the  supply  of  fishes  shall  be  con- 
served the  sm-e-thiiig  fisherman  must  be  educated, 
nolens  volens,  to  a  higher  standard. 


GILNOCKIE'S  LAST  RAID  ON 
THE  BOEDER. 

On  a  glorious  morning  in  July  last  I  found  myself 
in  the  "muckle  toon  "  o'  the  Langholm,  in  fact  it 
was  the  Common  Riding  week,  and  I  told  everybody 
I  had  come  on  pm-pose  to  win  the  heavy  weight 
wrestling— but  that  is  a  mere  detail.  The  weather, 
which  had  been  charming  for  a  brief  period,  "  fued  " 
well  on  the  Common  Riding  morning,  and  as  I  had 
prophesied  rain  on  that  eventful  day,  I  was  de- 
nounced in  unmeasured  terms  by  all  and  sundry 
as  a  false  seer,  but  lo  and  behold  !  a  drizzhng  rain, 
a  wetting  rain,  a  Scottish  misty  rain,  aye,  a  drench- 
ing rain,  set  in  about  one  o'clock — a  rain  which 
subsequently  developed  into  a  perfect  spate,  com- 
pared to  which  the  one  that  Mr.  Noah  was  associated 
with  in  the  long  ago  was  a  mere  prehminary  canter 
over  the  course.  Well,  when  all  the  signs  of  a  big 
flood  had  been  hung  out  on  the  ramparts  of  the 
horizon,  I  began  asking  myself,  "  Where's  ye're 
false  prophet  noo  ?  "  especially  as  I  noticed  the 
Esk  coming  down  in  a  copious  volume  of  brown 
water,  and  even  the  gentle  Ewes  and  the  lonely 
Wauchope  followed  sviit.  At  this  turn  in  meteoro- 
logical afl'airs  anglers  in  galore  salhed  out  from  the 
Eskdale  Hotel,  and  next  morning  Mi-.  Wm.  Douglas, 
the  worthy  proprietor,  and  nearly  his  entire  staff 
were  busy  sending  off  the  fish  caught  overm'ght. 
Then  running  the  whole  gamut  do\vn  the  water  I 
reached  the  Metal  Bridge,  where  I  stayed  the  night, 
and  was  much  refi-eshed  next  morning  by  the  in- 
\agorating  breezes  from  the  Solway  Firth;  while 
I  collected  a  heap  of  information  anent  angUng  in 
that  division  of  the  Esk,  of  which  more  anon. 
Retracing  my  steps,  I  visited  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel, 
Canonbie,  and  interviewed  the  veteran  landlord, 
Sandy  Elder,  the  last  of  the  old  coach-drivers, 
who  informed  me  that  the  "  fishin'  was  gey  guid,"  but 
that  anglers  staying  at  the  "  Key,"  as  the  famous 
old  hostelry  is  locally  denominated,  were  "catchin 
nowt  but  baggies  and  beardies."  Anyhow,  I  found 
the  ancient  coaching  and  fishing  resort  crammed 
full  with  anglers  who  had  done  fairly  well  in  the 
mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  at  night  fishing,  and  also 
during  the  day  when  the  water  was  a  bit  liigh.  I 
subsequently  met  an  angler  on  liis  way  to  Liddesdale 
who  had  read  "  Notes  on  the  Liddle  "  in  the  Fishiw] 
Gazette,  by  a  certain  scribe  who  shall  be  nameless. 
Of  course,  I  gave  him  some  useful  information  anent 
the  best  pitches  in  the  Liddle  and  where  to  put  up 
at.  Leaving  the  Cross  Keys,  I  made  tracks  for 
Langholm,  and  received  the  usual  cordial  welcome 
from  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas,  of  the  Eskdale  Hotel. 

"  Am  here  a'  nicht,'-  says  I  in  my  best  Scotch, 
"  and  I  am  to  mount  the  '  Border  Reiver  '■  coach 
and  tour  through  Liddesdale  to-morrow  "  (Thm-sday). 

"  Ye're  just  the  verra  man,"  observed  the  Douglas 

Everything  was  ready  at  the  appointed  time  in 
the  morning  (9. 15).  We  started  up  the  Ewes  Vallej^ 
a  sylvan,  sequestered  district  reheved  by  a  fine 
trouting  stream.  The  quiet  beauty  of  the  Vale  of 
the  Ewes  is  known  only  to  those  students  of  nature 
who  have  travei'sed  its  hiUs  and  howes,  frequentlv 
with  shooting  "  aii-n  "-  or  fishing  rod  in  hand.  The 
Ewes  in  the  season  is  usually  fairly  "  hotchin'  wi' 
bum  troot,"  and  the  past  one  has  been  no  exception. 
A  few  sea-trout  enter  the  stream,  but  not  many 
salmon.- 

Now,  a  good  many  treatises  have  been  written  on 
tours  through  Liddesdale  and  Eskdale,  and  as 
Mr.  Douglas  has  chalked  them  out  in  separate 
sections,  mine  will  be  brief,  as  I  said  to  the  Douglas. 
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"  I  mean  to  combine  the  two  in  one,  or  bo  hanged 
at  Jedburgli  and  tried  afterwards  by  way  of  auld 
style."-  We  commenced  on  a  level  track  of  road  up 
the  Ewes  behind  two  spanking  nags  at  a  rare  "  bat,'- 
and  were  soon  careering  down  the  Hermitage  water, 
where  tradition  asserts  the  "  Cout  "■  O'Keilder  was 
drowned,  and  by  the  Nine  Stane-Rigg,  where 
the  same  order  of  tradition  informs  us  that  Lord 
Souhs  (the  "  Cout")  was  boiled  in  a  pot  of  lead. 
Previously  we  had  a  fine  view  of  Glen-Rief  Hill  and 
Catterig  Hill,  from  whence  there  is  a  magnificent 
prospect  of  a  valley  such  as  can  seldom  be  witnessed 
anywhere  but  in  the  Alps.  The  surroundings  are 
most  impressive,  possessing  an  imposing  grandeur 
which  should  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  Here  the 
roads  are  very  hilly,  and  our  pace  gives  time  for 
contemplation; 

"What  lovely  magnificence  stretches  around, 
Each  sight  how  sublime  anrl   how  awful  each 
sound. 

All  hushed  and  serene  as  a  region  of  dreams. 
The   mountains  repose   'mid   the  roar  of  the 
streams."  — Kit  Xorth. 

Presently  we  are  at  the  gi-im  Castle  of  Hermitage, 
an  old,  hulking,  barbarous-looking  pile,  which  from 
time  to  time  has  been  written  to  death,  therefore  1 
refrain  from  trotting  out  any  of  its  ancient  second- 
hand skeletons.  All  the  way  over  the  moor  from 
Langholm  the  scenery  is  most  enjoyable,  and 
appeals  especially  to  those  who  appreciate  that 
description  of  landscape.  We  then  reeled  off 
Fiddleton,  Cowshp,  and  Billhope  Hill,  a  splendid 
and  romantic  looking  eminence.  The  next  place 
of  note  was  Newlands,  a  favourite  shooting-box 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch;  Close  by 
stands  Mangerton,  formerly  a  stronghold  of  the 
Armstrongs.  Indeed,  Armstrong  of  Mangerton  was 
the  nominal  chief  of  the  clan  in  the  beginning  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  although  as  a  matter  of  fact 
Johnny  Armstrong,  of  Gilnockie,  was  the  leading 
spirit. 

We  are  now  in  Liddesdale,  the  home  of  the  Border 
Reiv^er  or  Freebooter— «all  him  what  you  hke.  The 
far-reaching  district  is  rich  in  legend  and  story  of 
midnight  raids  and  reckless  deeds  of  the  Armstrongs, 
Scotts,  EUiots,  and  Johnstones,  in  the  old  moss- 
trooping  times.  Passing  the  farmstead  of  Whit- 
haugh,  where  stood  the  tower  of  one  of  the  most 
powerful  chiefs  of  the  Armstrongs,  the  redoubtable 
"  Sim  o'  Whithaugh,"-  we  reach  Newcastleton, 
locally  known  as  Copshawholm,  the  Old  Castelton 
having  been  burned  to  the  ground  by  some  English 
raiders  in  the  reiving  days. 

"Lock  the  door,  Larriston,  Lion  of  Liddesdale, 
Lock  the  door,  Larriston,  Lowther  comes  on. 
The   Armstrongs    are   flying,  the  widows  are 
crying, 

Castleton's  burning  and  Oliver's  gone." 

I  had  business  with  Mr.  J.  Scott,  the  genial  land- 
lord of  the  Commercial  Hotel,  and  found  him  as 
usual  brimful  of  courtesy.  What  slender  anghng 
information  I  wanted  I  had  from^  ^Ir.  Scott, 
with  a  hearty  promise  of  more.  We  left  Newcastleton. 
a  village  founded  a  century  ago  by  the  then  Duke 
of  Buccleuch,  which  hes  close  to  the  best  fishing 
pools  of  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Liddle.  It  is 
only  a  village,  yet  it  is  laid  out  on  a  Aery 
copious  plan.  The  square — the  Buccleuch  square — 
possesses  a  big  area.  Only  the  "  Kye  "  go  there 
when  "  comin'  hame,"-  and  it  is  locally  known 
as  "  Cow  Plat "  Square.  As  the  Eskdale  portion 
of  the  journey  was  by  way  of  Canonbie.  a  district  I 
had  previoi  sl/  traversed,  I  said  to  our  driver  : 

"  Throw  ms  out  at  Rowanburn." 

"  A'  richt,"-  said  he,  and  I  clambered  off  the 
coach  on  a  beautiful  July  evening.  I  wanted  to  see 
Wilhe  Armstrong,  the  prince  of  anglers  and  fly 
dressers,  and  asked  a  person  where  WiUie  lived; 

"  Why,  he's  there.".  I  saw  him  pa.ss  me,  and 
followed  up. 

"  Much  obUged  for  that  letter,  WiUiam,"  said  L 
Wilhe  Armstrong  is  only  a  colher  laddie,  but  he 
sent  me  a  letter  any  man  might  be  proud  to  receive 
and  any  man  might  be  proud  to  write.  But  there, 
I  am  forgetting  all  about— whew  !  "  ^^■^-en  yarning 
comes  across  me,  my  readers,  aye,  are  sure  to  lose 
me."  I  had  intended  saying  sometlung  about  the 
Eskdale  Hotel,  which  may  be  classed  as  the  best 
and  most  complete  in  the  South  of  Scotland.  Mr. 
Douglas  supphes  wheeL>d  carriages  of  all  descriptions 
and  saddle  horses  in  galore,  wliile  one  of  the  features 
of  the  well-appointed  establishment  is  well  worthy 
of  mention — namely,  the  four  Royal  Mail  coaches 
which  cover  the  entire  southern  counties  of  Scotland, 
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including  the  land  of  Scott  and  Burns,  Tommy 
Carlyle's  country,  Liddesdale  and  Annandale,  with 
occasional  raids  upon  Longtown,  in  Cumberland, 
and  Netherby  Hall  during  the  angling  and  otter 
hunting  season; 

Thro'  wood  and  thro'  water  we  sweep  down  the 
vale, 

And  never  draw  rein  till  Kirk  Andrews  we  hail, 
Then  over  the  Border  in  Netherby  Halls 
We  are  waited  upon  by  the  stout  Seneschals. 

Round  glanced  the  proud  chief  of  the  Netherby 
clan. 

As  from  a  deep  goblet  he  drank  to  each  man  ; 
Then  raising  their  flagons  the  hunters  stood  up. 
And  to  the  bold  chieftain  each  quaffed  off  his  cup, 

Miv  Douglas's  coaches  rejoice  in  the  following 
nomenclature  :  "  Flower  of  Eskdale,"-  "  Border 
Queen,"  "  Lion  of  Liddesdale,'-  and  "  Border 
Raider.". 

The  Liddesdale  Tour.— To  Hermitage  Castle,  etc., 
every  Thursday,  from  Langholm,  at  9.15  a.m.. 
through  Eskdaie,  returning  at  5.15  p.m.  Return 
tickets,  4s.  ;  parties  of  six,  3s.  6d.  each,  during  the 
summer  season. 

EsHale  Tour. — Daily  at  0.45  a.m.,  also  Mondays 
and  Saturdays,  11  a.m.  Thirty  miles'  drive  among 
the  romantic  hills  and  dales  of  Eskdale,  through 
the  Dean  Bank  Woods,  the  most  fascinating  in 
Britain,  lanchng  at  Langholm  4.50  p.m.  What 
raair  could  ye  hae  or  wish  for  ?  Gilnockie: 


SOME  SNAKES  I  HAVE  MET. 

L  The  Kentucky  Copperhe.\d.! 

Down  in  the  taeechwoods  the  heat  was  oppressive, 
and  the  four  grey  sq[uirrels  which  I  had  acquired  up 
in  the  hills,  where  the  ripe  mulberries  were  so  attrac- 
tive, were  pulling  down  heavily,  so  I  decided  to  take 
off  my  coat  and  swing  it  from  my  belt.  Stepping 
to  a  near-by  vine-grown  tree,  I  was  in  the  act  of 
leaning  my  old  muzzle-loader  against  the  tree,  when 
I  became  suddenly  chilled  with  horror  by  the  sight 
of  a  huge,  browTiish,  yellow  snake.  The  "upper  part 
of  liis  body  protruding  from  the  vine  on  the  side  of 
the  tree  was  curved  outward,  the  head  pointed 
straight  at  and  level  with  my  eyes,  hut  a  few  inches 
away.  I  stared  stupidly  for  one  or  two  full  seconds, 
taking  in  every  feature,  his  partly-opened  mouth, 
the  quickly-playing  red  tongue,  the  gentle  swa3dng 
of  the  poised  head.  Then  my  senses  suddenly 
returned,  and  I  dropped,  or  rather  threw  myself, 
backward,  involuntarily  retaining  my  hold  on  the 
gun.  Scrambling  quickly  to  my  feet  from  where 
I  had  fallen  sprawUng  on  my  back  in  the  leaves,  I 
started  for  the  clearing,  but  turned  at  20ft.,  and 
decided  to  defend  myself,  no  matter  how  great  the 
peril.  Tlie  copperhead  had  scarcely  moved,  but 
till  swayed  in  the  air,  sharply  outlined  against  the 
background  of  deep  green.  Despite  my  great 
fright,  I  held  the  sight  steadily  on  the  swaying  head. 
With  cool  and  deUberate  aim,  not  satisfied  ^vith  one 
charge,  I  poured  the  contents  of  both  barrels  at  the 
head  of  that  serpent,  and  the  effect  was  to  obliterate 
the  forward  portion  and  completely  tear  off  the  head. 

Then  I  again  lost  my  nerve,  or,  perhaps,  it  would 
be  more  accurate  to  say  that  I  found  my  nerves,  for 
I  suddenly  began  to  tremble  violently,  so  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  I  proceeded  with  reloading  my 
gun.  I  wasted  much  powder,  for  I  could  scarcely 
hold  the  powder-horn,  and  when  it  came  to  shoot,  it 
seemed  as  if  as  many  of  the  precious  pellets  pattered 
on  the  leaves  as  went  down  into  the  yawning 
muzzle:  At  this  stage  the  interwoven  body  of  the 
dead  snake  began  to  relax,  and  in  a  minute  fell  into 
the  dry  leaves  with  what  seemed  to  me  a  loud  crash. 
This  was  the  final  shock  to  my  shattered  nerves  ; 
and,  dropping  the  gun,  I  burned  tlie  wind  in  the 
direction  of  the  clearing.  If  a  stop-watch  could 
have  been  held  on  me  then  I  might  have  won  the 
fame  that  afterwards  carefully  eluded  me  on  the 
cinder  path. 

Years  after  this  in:!ident  I  saw  nothing  to  malce 
me  proud  of  my  share  in  the  action  ;  for  the  copper- 
head certainly  had  the  drop  on  me,  and  declined  to 
shoot ;  but  as  a  boy  of  fourteen,  I  felt  few  pangs  of 
remorse.' 

IL  The  Arkansas  Water  Moccasin. 
One  bright,  hot  morning  in  July,  up  four  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  Mulberry  Creek,  in  the  western 
part  of  Arkansas,  five  of  us  sat  on  the  broad  gunwale 
of  a  small  flat  bottom  boat,  which  was  being  poled 


up  the  stream  towards  the  swimming  hole.-  We 
were  garbed  in  a  costume  said  to  have  been  fashion- 
able at  the  time  when  Eden  flourished,  and  as  this 
was  six  years  after  my  adventure  with  the  copper- 
head, I  had  grown  very  bold  and  brave  in  deaUng 
with  snakes.  With  a  good  deal  of  mirth  and  tune- 
less singing,  my  boyish  companions  were  ^Dushing 
the  boat  rapidly  through  a  placid  reach  of  dead 
water.  They  had  httle  regard  for  direction,  and 
presently  they  jammed  the  square  bow  of  the  boat 
with  considerable  force  into  the  root  wad  of  an 
upturned  tree.  The  shock  of  the  colUsion  cUslodged 
a  large  water  moccasin,  which  had  doubtless  been 
taking  a  morning  nap  in  the  warm  sunshine,  far  up 
on  the  matted  roots  of  the  tree.  When  he  fell 
squarely  into  my  lap  he  was  a  much-surprised 
serpent.  I  was  somewhat  astonished  myself.  I  felt 
the  weight  of  his  heavy  body,  the  movement  of  his 
sinuous  folds  as  he  wi-ithed  about,  his  head  erect, 
growing  angrier  every  second.  He  seemed  to  pay 
more  attention  to  my  companions  than  to  me.  I 
had  no  particular  desire  to  nourish  him  in  my  bosom, 
and  when  he  turned  his  ugly  head  upward  towards 
my  face,  and  I  saw  the  white  cotton-Uke  interior  of 
his  mouth,  I  thought  it  about  time  to  thrust  him 
from  me,  and  accordingly  I  threw  him  with  con- 
siderable force  against  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  The 
snake  came  right  back,  but  I  did  not  wait.  I  felt 
that  I  had  done  my  full  duty  towards  him.  By  this 
time  the  boat  was  deserted,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  crippled  lad,  who  had  sat  near  the  stern  of  the 
boat,  his  white,  pinched  face  showing  much  amuse- 
ment at  the  antics  of  the  chattering  "  wliite 
monkeys,"-  whose  brawny  bodies  he  seemed  to 
admire. 

It  seems  that  as  soon  as  all  of  us  able-bodied 
cowards  jumped  into  the  water  the  moccasin  turned 
his  attention  to  the  boy.  The  youth  told  me  after- 
wards that  liis  first  impulse  was  to  scoop  the  snake 
on  the  blade  of  an  oar  and  throw  it  into  the  midst  of 
us  as  we  swam  away,  but  he  said  he  knew  of  the 
deadly  nature  of  the  moccasin  and  that  the  snake 
had  the  reputation  of  biting  wth  fatal  effect  while 
swimming,  so  he  changed  his  mind.  The  battle 
lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  and  then  with  calm  defibe- 
ration  the  pale  youth  threw  our  clothes  overboard, 
and  annoimced  that  if  anyone  dared  come  near  the 
boat  he  would  throw  the  copperhead  in  his  face. 
We  watched  him  as  the  boat  drifted  slowly  around 
the  bend  below  us,  and  then  we  gathered  up  what 
clothing  we  could  find,  and,  bare-footed  and 
ashamed,  started  on  our  silent  march  of  three  miles 
to  town.  There  was  no  mirth  and  singing.  I  have 
never  been  able  to  figure  out  why  the  copperhead 
spared  me,  for  he  surely  had  the  drop  on  me,  and  he 
decHned  to  shoot. 

III.  The  California  Rattlesnake. 

Last  Christmas  I  had  my  first  experience  shooting 
CaHfornia  Valley  quail,  also  my  first  experience  with 
a  Cahfornia  rattlesnake.  Mr.  E.  B.  Collier,  of 
Corona,  Cal.,  who  aimually  assists  Santa  Claus  in  liis 
benevolent  work  of  seeing  that  every  little  boy  and 
girl  in  the  land  shall  find  big,  firm  golden  oranges  in 
the  toes  of  their  Christmas  stockings,  was  my  com- 
panion on  the  hunt.  It  is  Mi'.  CoUier's  relaxation 
to  hunt  the  quail  after  the  rush  of  fruit  to  the 
eastern  holiday  markets  ;  and  a  day  afield  with 
ColUer  means  a  hmit  bag,  for  he  is  an  indefatigable 
hunter,  and  he  knows  where  the  quail  are  plentiful. 

We  had  flushed  a  covey  of  about  300  quail — no, 
that  is  not  a  misprint,  Mi-.  Collier  conservatively 
estimated  them  at  that,  although  I  was  positive 
there  were  nearer  a  thousand.  After  seeing  that  the 
httle  setter  Keno  was  comfortably  settled  in  the 
buggy,  CoUier  joined  me,  explaining  that  no  dog 
could  work  in  that  cactus,  and  that  we  did  not  want 
to  shoot  at  the  birds  in  there  anyway,  only  to 
frighten  and  scatter  them  into  the  hills.  We 
hustled  the  blue  runners  pretty  hard,  and  soon  had 
them  scattering.  Finally  seventy-five  or  a  hundred 
quail  in  a  bunch  flew  to  the  hillside,  and  we  quit  the 
dry  wash  and  went  after  them.  We  found  excellent 
sport,  as  they  soon  squatted  and  got  up  singly  and  in 
pairs  and  threes,  about  the  right  distance  for  some 
rare  shots  and  some  marvellous  misses.  These  quail 
had  a  way  of  getting  up  in  rocket  flight  on  the  side  of 
a  hill  and  dropping  suddenly  out  of  danger  just 
beyond  the  rocks  on  the  top  of  the  ridge.  I  had  suc- 
ceeded in  stopping  some  of  the  gamy  birds  beauti- 
fully just  at  the  skyUne,  and  then  I  began  to  miss 
them  with  monotonous  regularity. 

Mr.  Colher  came  up  the  hill  at  this  time  and,  with 
rare  goodness  of  heart,  consented  to  walk  along  the 
top  while  I  worked  out  the  side  of  the  ridge,    I  was 


to  take  the  straightaway  shots,  and  ]\Ir.  Colher  pro- 
mised to  stop  all  those  that  came  over  the  hill.  He 
filled  his  part  of  the  bai-gain,  and  stopped  all  the 
birds  he  hit.  The  arrangement  worked  very  well— 
for  Colher.  The  birds  all  went  over  the  hill,  and  to 
my  shout  of  "  Bird  !  "  my  companion  responded 
with  one  barrel  and  sometimes  two  ;  and  sometimes 
followed  both  shots  by  a  word  which  I  shall  not 
write  here  ;  and  I  took  that  as  a  sign  that  the  stron'T; 
fat  man  had  not  stopped  that  particular  bird. 

Some  portions  of  the  ridge  were  very  rough  and 
rocky,  and  I  had  to  hang  on  with  one  hand  and  hold 
my  gun  up  with  the  other,  and  work  my  way  along. 
It  was  in  such  places  as  this  that  the  wise  little  birds 
flushed,  and  Collier  got  in  liis  good  work,  and  I  may 
have  said  things. 

We  were  on  the  southern  side  of  the  hill,  the  sun 
shone  hot  and  the  dust  was  rather  unpleasant  at 
times.  Working  along  across  the  ledge  I  found 
myself  in  a  position  where  I  could  only  get  around 
slowly  and  with  considerable  difficulty.  Colher  was 
waiting  for  me  to  come  around,  and  I  think  he  was 
30ft.  or  40ft.  above  me. 

At  a  point  where  there  was  a  shelf  of  the  ledge 
about  level  with  my  head,  I  had  to  reach  up  to  a 
projecting  rock  on  the  rough  wall  of  a  small  cavern- 
like opening  in  the  rocks.  Grasping  the  hold  with 
my  left  hand,  I  drew  myself  upwards  and.  with  my 
gun  held  in  my  right  hand,  was  in  the  act  of  swinging 
around  the  face  of  the  short  cliff,  when  I  heard  a 
sound  instantly  recognised,  though  I  had  not  heard 
a  rattlesnake's  alarm  for  many  years.  It  did  not 
sound  loud,  but  Collier  heard  it  from  his  position 
above  me.  My  bared  forearm  was  within  2in.  of 
the  rattles,  which  were  vibrating  nervously,  and  my 
face  was  within  Sin.  of  the  ghttering  eyes  of  the 
largest  rattlesnake  I  had  ever  seen.  He  was  coiled 
in  his  characteristic  attitude,  had  heard  me  coming, 
but  had  not  struck  at  my  hand,  which  had  passed 
over  and  within  an  inch  of  my  head. 

As  I  stood  so  near,  my  forehead,  eyes,  or  the  spot 
where  the  temporal  artery  goes  in  through  the  skull 
to  the  brain,  would  have  been  a  ridiculously  easy 
target  for  the  coiled  and  threatening  rattler.  I  do 
not  know  how  long  I  stood  there,  but  it  could  have 
been  but  an  instant,  for  in  a  flash  I  understood  my 
danger.  I  simply  let  go  all  holds  and  dropped  back- 
ward down  the  chff.  I  beheve  I  should  have  done 
this  had  the  step  meant  1000ft.  That  death  would 
have  been  no  surer  than  to  have  remained.  Luckily, 
I  landed  6ft.  or  7ft.  below,  and  experienced  nothing 
more  than  a  jar,  unnoticed  at  the  time.  Mr.  CoUier 
laid  down  his  gun  and  started  down  towards  me  ; 
his  face  was  ashen,  and  he  was  unable  to  speak.  I 
understood  the  anxiety  and  sympathy  his  face 
expressed,  and  hastened  to  reassure  him  that  the 
fall  had  not  hurt  me  in  the  least. 

"  But  the  rattler,"-  he  shouted.  "  Didn't  he 
strike  you  ?  " 

He  repeated  the  question  several  times,  and 
seemed  unable  to  reaUse  that  I  had  escaped. 

We  worked  around  to  the  other  side  of  the  pro- 
jecting rocks,  and  when  we  had  gotten  down  on  a 
level  with  the  ledge  we  again  saw  the  snake.  He 
had  heard  us,  and  was  once  more  coifing  himself  in  a 
defensive  position. 

"  There  he  is,"  said  Colher  in  a  voice  of  suppressed 
excitement.    "  Now  do  things  to  him." 

When  he  saw  my  reluctance  to  "  do  things  "  he 
raised  liis  gun  and  took  a  cool,  steady  aim. 

"  I'm  not  going  to  let  that  serpent  escape,"  said 
Mr.  Collier,  still  holding  his  sighting  eye  on  the  spot. 
"  Why  don't  you  want  to  shoot  him  ?  " 

But  I  could  not  expahn  why,  and  after  a  minute 
more  insistence,  my  companion  fired. 

Now  comes  the  part  of  the  whole  action  that  has 
since  recurred  in  my  dreams.  It  had  a  horrible 
fascination,  and  the  scene  comes  back  to  me  now 
vividly. 

With  the  report  of  the  gun  the  rattlesnake  at- 
tempted to  strike.  He  opened  wide  liis  great  jaws, 
and  launched  his  horrid  head  towards  us.  I  saw  the 
hght-coloured  interior  of  his  mouth,  and  imagined, 
at  least,  that  I  saw  the  great  curved  and  erect  fangs. 
Again  he  struck  bhndly  in  our  direction  ;  but  as  the 
body  was  torn  to  a  narrow  shred  lOin.  or  12in.  back 
of  the  head,  the  snake  was  unable  to  leave  his 
position.  Then  suddenly  he  turned,  and  with  bared 
fangs  and  widely-distended  jaws,  struck  lus  own 
coils.  Three  times  he  repeated  this,  but  did  not 
seem  to  have  sufficient  power  to  penetrate  the  skin, 
though  I  am  by  no  means  certain  of  this,  for,  when 
CoUier  took  a  stick  and  went  over  to  straighten  out 
the  body,  the  snake  struck  the  stick  with  such  force 
as  to  hang  to  the  stick  with  his  long  fangs. 
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Under  other  circumstances,  I  should  have  taken 
careful  note  of  measurements  ;  but  I  did  not  care  to 
go  any  nearer  than  where  I  stood.  Sir.  CoEier  cut 
off  the  rattles,  and  brought  them  to  me.  He 
counted  eighteen  rattles  and  a  button.  The  end  of 
the  rattles,  -where  they  should  have  tapered,  was 
as  broad  as  the  rest  of  them,  and  CoUier  expressed 
the  beUef  that  several  rattles  had  been  broken  off. 

Some  of  the  impressions  which  I  received  at  the 
time  the  snake  was  coiled  were  afterwards  amusing 
to  me.  For  instance.  I  recalled  Ransacker's  skinned 
snake,  and  thought  that  if  he  should  try  to  coil  this 
one  in  his  frying-pan  he  would  have  to  have  a  skillet 
as  large  as  a  waggon-wheel. 

Then  I  thought  of  Coahoma,  and  wished  he  might 
have  had  this  handsome  specimen  in  his  collection 
down  in  jMississippi,  among  those  which  were  at  that 
moment  waiting  for  the  weather  to  get  cold  enough 
to  benumb  them  so  that  they  might  be  decapitated. 
Somehow  I  had  never  felt  easy  about  Coahoma  and 
Tripod  until  I  read  of  the  final  beheading  of  those 
unhappy  ophidians. 

This  Southern  Cahfomia  rattler  was  a  brownish- 
red,  and  I  had  never  seen  a  rattlesnake  of  anything 
but  a  harsh  grey  colour.  Then,  too,  this  chap's 
head  was  roimd,  broad,  and  blunt  at  the  nose. 

This  was  unquestionably  my  narrowest  escape,  for 
neither  the  copperhead  nor  the  moccasin  could  have 
inflicted  a  wound  which  would  have  been  so  sure  and 
swift  of  fatal  result  as  a  strike  from  this  brown-red 
monster  of  the  cactus  land. 

While  I  was  making  ready  for  a  trout-fishing  trip 
last  spring,  I  prepared  a  small  pocket  outfit,  which  I 
have  carried  afield  since  then,  and  it  has  been  a 
source  of  comfort  to  myself  and  to  my  hunting  and 
fishing  companion,  who  has  accompanied  me.  I  have 
a  small  case  containing  a  hypodermic  syringe  and 
extra  needle  and  two  tubes.  One  tube  contains 
small  tablets  of  permanganate  of  potassium,  the 
other  contains  tablets  of  digitaUs.  The  latter  I 
should  probably  not  use  unless  at  some  time  it  might 
be  necessary  to  keep  up  faihng  heart  action.  Then 
I  have  a  small  phial  containing  a  solution  of  per- 
manganate of  potassium  1  to  100.  I  had  the  drug- 
gist prepare  the  solution  because,  in  this  country, 
water  might  not  be  available  at  the  time  of  an  emer- 
gency. This  case  I  invariably  carry  in  the  pocket 
of  my  shooting-coat.' 

I  still  wonder  why  that  rattlesnake  did  not  strike. 
He  had  his  finger  on  the  hair  trigger,  and  could  have 
pulled  readily  enough. — Frank  E.  Wolfe,  in 
Forest  and  Stream: 


PEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C,  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  372.) 
CHAPTER  XII.— continued. 

The  larva  of  D.  marginalis  (Fig.  151),  when  full- 
grown,  is  about  2in.  long.  It  is  such  a  rapacious 
creature  that  it  has  received  the  names  of  "  Water- 
Devil  "  and  "  Water-Tiger,'!  while  its  shape  has 


Fig. 


151.    Larva  of  the  Water-Beetle 
{Dytiscus  marginalis). 


given  it  the  title  of  "  Fresh-water  Shrimp."  The 
body  of  the  animal  is  a  dirty  brown  in  colour  and 
elongated  in  shape,  and  gradually  tapers  towards 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 


the  tail.  There  are  six  legs  and  eleven  segments, 
the  former  being  affixed  in  pairs  to  the  first  three  of 
the  latter.  At  the  extremity  of  the  last  segment 
there  are  two  appendages  fringed  with  hair,  and 
close  to  these  appendages  are  two  spiracles,  or 
breathing  holes,  by  means  of  which  the  animal 
respires  atmospheric  air.  The  spiracles  at  the  sides 
of  the  body,  not  being  required  at  present,  are  un- 
opened. The  larva  is  furnished  with  some  terrible- 
looking  sickle-hke  jaws,  which  are  hollow,  and 
through  them  it  is  able  to  suck  the  juices  of  its 
captives.  It  also  possesses  undeveloped  palpi  and 
anteimae. 

The  Water-Tiger  is  a  great  eater,  having,  if  pos- 
sible, a  larger  appetite  than  its  parents.  It  seizes 
its  prey  with  its  jaws,  and,  with  head  thrown  back, 
extracts  its  food.  The  favourite  attitude  of  this 
larva  is  to  float,  head  downwards,  with  its  caudal 
appendages  just  touching  the  surface  of  the  water. 
It  does  not  swim  so  fast  as,  nor  are  its  jaws  so  strong 
as  those  of,  the  perfect  insect.  It  changes  its  skin 
from  time  to  time,  according  to  its  growth.  The 
food  of  the  animal  consists  of  small  fish,  tadpoles, 
insects,  and  larvae  of  insects.  Two  of  these  crea- 
tures will  never  live  long  together  in  the  same 
vessel,  for  sooner  or  later  one  will  be  almost  certain 
to  eat  the  other.  They  may  be  fed  upon  garden- 
worms,  but  they  do  not  care  very  much  for  them. 
They  seem  to  prefer  Corixae  to  any  other  food,  and 
it  is  rather  surprising  to  see  how  cleverly  the  com- 
paratively slow-moving  animals  are  able  to  catch 
the  fleet  ones. 

If  it  be  wished  to  give  these  larvae  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  beetles  while  in  confinement,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  prepare  an  aquarium  especially  for  the 
purpose.  The  tank  for  this  arrangement  should  be 
rather  large,  and  before  the  water  is  introduced  a 
bank  of  soil,  sand,  and  gravel  should  be  built  at  one 
end.  When  the  water  is  put  in  it  must  be  in  such  a 
quantity  that  it  wiU  not  cover  aU  of  the  sloping  bank. 


Fig.  152.   Acilius  sulcatus  (Male  and 
Female). 

A  very  fine  siphon  ought  to  be  used,  or  the  water 
will  not  be  clear.  The  larva  spends  about  a  fort- 
night in  its  pupal  state. 

The  aquarium-keeper  will  find  that  this  beetle 
and  its  larva  are  very  interesting.  Of  course  the 
two  must  never  be  kept  together,  or  the  latter  will 
never  have  the  chance  of  becoming  the  perfect 
insect. 

I  have  written  so  much  concerning  D.  marginalis 
because  its  habits  are  more  or  less  characteristic  of 
its  smaller  relatives. 

There  are  five  other  species  of  the  genus  Dytiscus, 
very  Hke  in  appearance  and  habits  to  the  D.  margin- 
alis ;  but  none  of  them  are  so  common — except, 
perhaps,  D.  punctulatus,  which  may  be  distin- 
guished by  its  somewhat  smaller  size  and  by  the 
perfect  blackness  beneath  its  body. 

We  have  only  two  species  belonging  to  the  genus 
Acilius  :  of  these  A.  sulcatus  (Fig.  152)  is  by  far 
the  commoner.  This  beetle  is  a  favourite  with 
aquarium-keepers,  and  is  abundant  in  stiU  water 
almost  everywhere.  It  and  many  of  its  relatives, 
near  and  distant,  certainly  do  not  altogether  deserve 
the  bad  character  which  some  people  give  them. 
It  is  not  at  all  Hkely  that  the  Acilius  sulcatus  and 
other  beetles  nearly  related  to  him  will  do  any  harm 
in  the  ordinary  aquarium  if  they  are  properly  and 
regularly  fed.  I  have  kept  for  many  months  several 
beetles  of  this  species  in  a  small  tank  with  a  few 
little  fish,  and  not  one  fish,  to  my  knowledge,  has 
been  hurt  in  any  way  by  them.  These  beetles  of 
course  had  plenty  of  food.  Acilius  sulcatus  is  a 
handsome  beetle,  and  well  adapted  by  nature  for 
an  aquatic  hfe.  It  is  a  flatter  and  smaller  insect 
than  D.  marginalis  ;  it  is  fin.  in  length,  ovate  in 
shape,  and  greyish-brown  in  colour.  The  under- 
part  of  the  body  is  black,  with  the  exception  that 
the  sides  of  the  abdomen  are  distinctly  and  regu- 
larly spotted  with  yellow.  The  margins  of  the 
thorax  and  a  transverse  band»in  the  middle  are  a 
brownish-yellow.  In  the  male  insect  the  first 
three  joints  of  the  anterior  tarsi  are  dilated,  and  the 
elytra  of  the  female  have  furrows  filled  with  hairs, 
these  furrows  extending  to  the  apex  of  the  elytra. 


This  beetle,  when  placed  upon  its  back  while  out  of 
the  water,  makes  a  curious  noise  as  it  springs  to  its 
feet.  It  also,  when  out  of  its  natural  element, 
emits,  as  so  many  of  its  tribe  do,  a  not  very  pleasant 
scent.  The  odour  of  some  beetles,  however,  under 
these  circumstances  is  by  no  means  unpleasing. 
Acilius  sulcatus  is  very  adroit  in  escaping  from  the 
aquarium  if  it  has  the  sUghtest  opportunity.  The 
larva  of  this  beetle  is  not  unhke  that  of  a  D.  mar- 
ginalis, though  it  may  be  distinguished  from  that 
species  by  its  smaller  size,  and  by  its  having  the 
first  segment  of  the  body  so  much  elongated  as  to 
look  hke  a  neck.  It  catches  its  prey  by  stealth, 
and,  after  it  has  seized  it,  sometimes  shakes  it  as  a 
dog  does  a  rat.  This  larva  may  be  treated  in  the 
same  way  as  its  larger  relatives.  A.  fasciaius  is  the 
other  species  which  belongs  to  this  genus.  It 
differs  from  A:  sulcatus  chiefly  in  ha\'ing  yellow 


Fig.  153.    Colymbetes  striatus  (Male  and 
Female). 

abdomen  and  legs,  and  it  is  not  quite  so  large  or  so 
common  an  insect. 

Colymbetes  striatus  (Fig.  153)  is  a  beetle  of  about 
the  size  of  A.  sulcatus,  but  rather  more  oblong  in 
shape.  It  is  very  common,  and  may  be  found  at 
any  time  during  the  year.  This  and  other  species 
of  Colymbetes  are  strong  and  ready  fliers,  and  are 
perhaps  a  Httle  more  Likely  to  attack  their  piscine 
companions  than  are  the  members  of  the  last  genus. 
The  shape  of  C.  striatus  is  oblong  ;  the  elytra  are 
brownish  and  the  thorax  is  a  yellowish  brown, 
having  a  dark  stripe  in  the  middle ;  the  body 
underneath  is  black  and  the  legs  are  a  dull  red. 
This  beetle  while  in  the  general  aquarium  should 
be  watched  from  time  to  time,  and  if  it  seems  hkely 
to  hurt  the  fish,  should  be  removed.  But  as  a  rule 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  as  long  as  it  is 
properly  fed  it  will  do  no  harm  to  its  companions, 
at  any  rate  dm-ing  the  greater  portion  of  the  year. 
C.  fuscus  is  rather  smaller  in  size  and  more  ovate  in 
shape  than  the  preceding.  Its  elytra  are  brown, 
with  yellowish  brown  lateral  margins.  Its  thorax 
is  also  brown,  but  rather  darker  in  the  centre,  and 
its  wing-cases  have  the  appearance  of  having  been 
scratched  from  side  to  side.  Its  legs  are  brown. 
This  insect  is  common,  and  is  frequently  found  in- 
the  company  of  C.  striatus.  There  are  five  other 
species  belonging  to  this  genus,  the  smallest  of 
which  is  about  ^in.  in  length.  The  larvae  of  all 
these  beetles  are  somewhat  hke  those  of  Dytisci, 
but  of  course  smaller  in  proportion. 

The  genus  Ilybius  also  possesses  seven  species,  of 
which  /.  ater  (Fig.  154)  is  one  of  the  largest,  hand- 
somest, and  most  interesting.  Its  form  is  oblong- 
ovate  and  convex.  Its  colour  above  is  black  (whence 
the  specific  name)  -svith  a  bronze  tinge,  and  there  are 
upon  the  etytra  two  brownish-yellow  streaks.  The 


Fig.  154.    Ily"bius  ater  (Male  and  Female). 

under-part  of  the  insect's  body  is  brownish-black. 
This  beetle  is  found  in  many  parts  of  Britain — for 
example,  aroxmd  London,  in  Kent  and  ^^orfolk,  and 
in  I  Scotland.  /.  f  uliginosus  has  somewhat  the 
appearance  of  a  small  Dytiscus  marginalis,  and  is 
found  in  many  parts  of  Britain.  It  is  about  ^in.  in 
length,  rather  handsome,  and  looks  well  in  the 
aquariuruj 


{To  he  continued. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must,  in  consequence 
of  the  Christmas  Holidays,  arrive  not  later  than 
FIRST  POST  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  22.: 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  "  The  con- 
templative man's  recreation  "  of  late  has  been  the 
study  of  the  condition  of  the  river  rather  than  of 
fish.     The  Thames  has  again  been  in  flood,  in 
many  places  the  water  being  over  the  banks  and 
spreading  into  meadows  beyond.    At  such  times  as 
these  angling  seems  almost  out  of  the  question,  and 
consequently  few  anglers  have  patronised  their 
favourite  pastime  during  the  last  week.    In  addi 
tion  to  the  floods,  the  stream    has    been  too 
fast,    and    the    colour    of    the    water  clearly 
indicated    to    the    "  contemplative  "     one  that 
fishing  was  practically  out  of  the  question.    As  a 
sample  of  what  has  been  done  I  may  mention  that 
several  members  of  the  K.P.S.  fished  a  roach  com 
petition,  and  only  one  roach  was  taken.    It  of 
course  won  the  prize,  but  the  fish  was  only  a  few 
ounces  in  weight.   Mr.  Redding  was  the  winner.  It 
does  happen,  however,  that  even  when  the  river 
is  so  much   out  of  condition  that  patience 
rewarded,    and    I    am    very    pleased  to  report 
that  a  fine  specimen  chub  has  been  caught  at 
Datchet  by  Mr.  H,  J.  Jacob,  of  Hammersmith. 
Lumsden,  the  local  professional,  told  me  it  was  a 
beautifully  shaped  fish  of  51b.    Since  hearing  of  the 
capture  of  the  fish  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr, 
Jacob,  who  writes  as  follows  :  "You  may  remember 
I  wrote  to  you  two  years  back  telling  you  that  I  had 
taken  a  101b.  jack  in  the  swim  your  21b.  2|oz. 
roach  came  from.    On  Dec.  13  1  succeeded  in  get 
ting,  with  the  tail-end  of  a  lob,  on  fine-drawn  gut 
and  a  No.  9  hook,  a  fine  chub  which  went  a  full  51b. 
between  Datchet  and  the  Victoria  Bridge."     I  cer- 
tainly congratulate  Mr.  Jacob  on  his  success,  and  I 
hope    other    anglers    will   follow    his  example, 
and    kindly    send     me    on    details    of  their 
sport    so    that    it    may    be    recorded    in  this 
column.    My  address  is    47,  High-street,  King 
ston-on-Thames.     Before    the    river    again  was 
coloured,  Mr.  W.  Wakefield,  of  Reading,  caught  a 
fine  roach  of  21b.  2|oz.  at  Sonning.    I  have  to  con- 
gratulate him  also.    Now,  in  regard  to  the  coming 
week,  I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  river  is  clearing 
rapidly.    It  is  still  high,  but  if  no  further  rain 
comes  to  interfere  with  sport  there  should  be  some 
good  fish  taken  from  the  grand  old  river  during 
Christmas  week.    I  wish  you  all  the  compliments 
of  the  season  and  good  sport.     F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  has  been  running 

high  and  coloured  during  the  past  week,  and  little 
fishing  has  been  attempted.  It  is  now  fining  down, 
and  should  be  in  good  condition  by  the  week-end. 
Of  course,  there  will  be  a  heavy  stream  running 
then,  and  the  roach  angler  will  need  to  fish  with 
heavy  tackle.  Some  good  perch,  roach,  and  a  tench 
of  about  SJlb.  were  taken  before  we  had  the  push 
of  water. — Stanley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— Angling  on 
the  Cam  is  very  scarce  this  week  ;  anglers  are  busy 
with  the  Christmas  trade,  consequently  very  few 
rods  have  been  out — with  meagre  sport.  Since 
Dec.  13  we  have  had  four  fine  days,  which  is  having 
a  grand  effect  in  putting  the  river  again  fishable, 
especially  spinning  for  pike,  and  there  is  a  good 
chance  for  sport  at  the  present  time.  One  angler  I 
saw  had,  on  the  Cambridge  part  of  the  river,  last 
Monday,  with  roach,  a  brown  bream,  SJlb.,  a  nice 
fish.  Boats  and  bait  on  the  spot ;  due  notice  must 
be  given,  there  being  a  great  call  for  live  baits  now 
for  approaching  holidays. — John  O.George,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  On 
Dec.  13  both  river  and  broad  were  in  very  good 
order,  but  a  raw  cold  wind  from  E.S.E.  made  roach 
feed  rather  gingerly  until  the  afternoon,  when  the 
wind  dropping  it  was  easy  to  take  any  quantity  up 
to  about  |lb.  Two  or  three  boats  were  on  the 
broad  piking,  and  had  fair  sport.  Some  nice  fish 
up  to  81b.  have  been  taken  during  the  week  on 
Mr.  Ellis's  portion,  which,  particularly  in  the  wide 
reedy  bays  at  the  N.E.  end,  contains  some  excellent 
water,  where  some  big  ones  are  nearly  every  season 
sure  to  be  taken — for  example,  the  24|-pounder 
recently  lulled  there.  The  small  north  entrance  is 
now  kept  open  throughout  the  season  for  the  con- 
venience of  anglers  coming  down  from  Wroxham 
by  the  river.  1  have  heard  no  reports  lately  from 
Mr.  Major's  (southern)  portion,  but  doubtless  sport 
lias  been  had  on  that  part.  Pike,  roach,  and  perch 
are  now  in  grand  condition,  and  given  a  continuance 
of  fine  open  weather,  anglers  visiting  the  district 
during  the  Christmas  holidays  may  confidently 
anticipate  a  good  chance  of  sport.  White  paste 
appears  still  be3t  for  roach.    Ground-baiting  with  a 


few  handfuls  of  soaked  bread  crushed  up  and 
th  rown  well  above  draws  them  well,  as  well  as 
perch  sometimes.    Smallish  live  bait  will  kill  pik( 
best.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  river  is  very 
much  swollen  as  the  result  of  the  recent  heavy  rains, 
and  it  has  drawn  more  fish  than  has  been  known  for 
many  years.    Consequently  the  higher  waters 

where  the  salmon  spawn — are  very  full  of  fish.  

Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  rivers  Culm^ 
Lowman.  Creedy,  Exe  and  tributaries  are  in  flood, 
the  msadows  and  fields  inundated,  and  the  railway 
lines  in  some  parts  submerged,  the  worst  being  on 
the  Teign.  A  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the 
Exeter  Canal  near  Topsham,  and  at  the  Lime  Kilns, 
also  near  the  city.  At  Exmouth  the  sea  fishing  is 
off  owing  to  the  rush  of  freshets.  Weather  now 
very  stormy.  All  kinds  of  fishing  indifferent.  The 
Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  a  master- 
piece— the  articles  most  interesting,  and  the  pictures 
equally  so,  the  Royal  princes,  with  the  portraits  of 
their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen  in  the  last 
summer  number,  being  most  acceptable  to  the 
many  loyal  anglers  and  readers  of  your  journal, 
have  myself  had  the  pleasure  of  securing  three  new 
subscribers. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Soutli  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
The  waters  in  the  Fen  district  have  been  affected  by 
the  downfall  of  rain  in  Lincolnshire  and  Cambridge- 
shire. A  tidy  amount  of  sport  has  been  indulged  in 
at  the  central  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot,  where  some 
nice  pike  have  been  captured  by  aid  of  the  live  bait. 
A  few  perch  and  roach  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
bottom  fishers  who  have  had  the  luck  to  find  suit 
able  places.  It  is  a  surprise  among  many  anglers 
that  perch  have  run  so  large  as  they  have  this 
season,  plenty  of  fish  having  been  taken  up  to  21b. 
and  even  a  little  over. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — In  the  way  of  sport  there 
is  little  to  again  record  this  week,  the  result  of 
unfavourable  conditions.  The  river  has  been  like  a 
clay  pit,  and  high  winds  have  made  roach  angling  a 
farce  at  times.  The  upper  reaches  on  Dec.  16  had 
ho  wever,  cleared  considerably,  and  were  in  very 
fair  reaching  order,  prospects  being  much  brighter 
for  week-end  sport.  Baskets  of  roach  and  dace 
have  been  made  at  Hertford,  but  no  roach  over 
lib.  4oz.  are  recorded  as  taken  there.  Perch,  pike, 
and  roach  have  had  to  face  the  landing  net  at  Rye 
House  and  St.  Margaret's,  but  no  sport  is  reported 
from  Broxb3urne.  A  fine  roach  of  lib.  12oz.  has 
been  creeled  in  preserved  water  near  Cheshunt, 
Anglers  out  early  in  the  week  on  the  Lea  and  Stort 
had  a  very  rough  time,  quite  a  gale  prevailing, — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lnggr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
have  been  visited  with  some  very  heavy  rain,  which 
has  caused  them  to  rise  quickly,  and  they  are  now 
running  in  flood  and  out  over  the  fields;  it  has 
quite  stopped  all  prospects  of  any  sort  of  fishing. 
There  is  little  prospect  of  any  better  weather  being 
had,  and  anglers  will  have  to  wait  until  the  new 
year  before  there  will  be  sport.  The  Pinsley  is 
coloured  and  high. — Gwynne. 

Lngir,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  running  high  and  muddy.  There  can  be 
no  chance  of  fishing  for  at  least  a  week  hence. 
Weather  continues  wet,  foggy,  and  dull,  with  at 
times  strong  winds — not  at  all  what  we  usually 
look  for  at  this  season — with  no  present  indica- 
tions of  a  change  for  the  better. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Onse  (Holywell  Ferry). — After  another  flood  the 
river  is  now  going  down  fast,  and  will  be  all  right 
again  before  the  end  of  the  week.  It  is  a  splendid 
colour,  and  several  good  big  pike  have  been  observed 
feeding  close  here.  Some  big  bags  of  good  roach 
are  also  pretty  certain  to  be  had  now. — A.  Scard. 

—  (St.  Neots). — Water  improving,  and  should 
be  in  good  trim  for  the  week  end.  Very  few  been 
out  recently,  in  consequence  of  the  stream  and  thick 
water,  which  is  now  clearing,  and  should  yield  good 
sport  in  a  few  days. — ^F.  Beeson, 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  river  is  in  good 
order  for  coarse  fish  angUng,  and  if  the  weather 
holds  fine  many  local  and  visiting  anglers  should 
find  good  sport  during  the  coming  Christmas  holi- 
days. Those  journeying  to  the  meres  will  doubtless 
be  well  rewarded.  A  Shrewsbury  angler,  named 
Mr.  Herbert  Evans,  a  few  days  ago  caught  a  re- 
markably fine  perch  weighing  31b.  loz.  The  fish, 
which  took  a  rather  large  live  roach  intended  for 


Gkayling  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kinsdom.  i'lies  to  pattern 
accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material— wings,  haclsles,  silks, 
etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  requirements. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d.  per 
dozen ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair  caats,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc.— J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone 
2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams  ;  "Plscator,  Leeds." 


pike,  was  caught  near  the  Kingsland  Bridge  at 
Shrewsbury. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanjrmy- 
necb).— The  state  of  the  weather  here  is  so  variable 
that  it  is  useless  to  prophesy  as  to  what  it  will  be  in 
twelve  hours  time.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  know 
what  to  expect,  excepting  rain,  and  that  is  being 
had  every  and  nearly  all  day.  These  rivers,  in  con- 
sequence, are  nearly  in  a  flooded  state,  and  a  little 
more  rain  would  make  them  quite  so.  At  the  time 
of  writing — Dec.  16 — the  day  has  been,  so  far,  fine, 
but  now  there  is  every  appearance  of  another  heavy 
fall  of  rain  within  the  next  twelve  hours.  Angling, 
except  for  pike,  is,  of  course,  at  a  complete  stand- 
still.— Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Cbicliester  Canal.  — 
Tales  of  storms  and  flood  reach  me  this  week.  Rivers 
that  had  fined  down  are  now  off  colour  and  the 
water  again  adding  its  quota  to  the  submerged 
meadows.  Reports  from  the  Ouse  are  almost  nil. 
Local  anglers  have  the  advantage  of  brighter 
weather,  and  from  the  backwaters  a  few  small  pike 
and  roach  up  to  lib.  are  notified.  Chichester  Canal 
is  in  good  colour,  but  anglers  have  been  few.  A 
pike  of  41b.,  one  of  31b.,  and,  sad  to  relate,  a  brace  of 
Iflb.  fish  have  been  sacrificed  to  Uve  gorge. 
When,  oh,  when  !  will  the  authorities  at  Chichester 
take  means  to  remedy  unfair  fishing  in  the  canal  ? 
Wo  have  no  anglers  among  the  council,  or  things 
would  soon  be  remedied.  Chichester  Canal  is  one 
of,  if  not  the  best,  pike  and  perch  waters  in  Sussex, 
Carp,  bream,  and  roach  are  numerous.— George  F. 
Salter, 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  very  high  and  muddy  and  quite  in  a 
flood.  The  weather  since  Saturday  (Dec.  12)  has 
been  very  bad  indeed,  and  heavy  rain  has  been 
had  nearly  every  night  and  day,  and  has  quite 
upset  all  prospects  of  fishing  for  some  days.  The 
river  rose  rapidly  on  Monday  (Dec.  14),  and  was 
out  over  the  fields,  having  risen  quite  two  feet  in 
one  night,  AngUng  can  now  be  said  to  be  at  an 
end  imtil  after  Christmas,  as  there  is  little  prospect 
of  any  change  in  the  weather,  and  it  being  a  busy 
time  anglers  will  not  go  out. — S.  Ludlow. 

^ —  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  once 
again  running  out  of  order  for  fishing,  owing  to  the 
very  heavy  falls  of  rain  at  the,  beginning  of  the 
week.  Angling  has  been  quite  at  a  standstill; 
there  is  little  prospect  of  a  change  in  the  weather  at 
present,  and  it  is  not  expected  there  will  be  any 
fishing  done  before  the  new  year  begins.  The  gray- 
ling season  has  up  to  the  present  been  bad  owing  to 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  water. — Worcester. 

Witbam  Conservancy  (Uid  Lines).  —  The 
Fen  waters  of  the  Witham  district  have  been  out  of 
condition  during  the  week,  and  although  they  have 
experienced  moderate  sport  at  Bardney,  a  Lincoln 
angler,  by  persistency  in  his  work,  managed  to  get 
a  lot  of  lib.  fish ;  another  roach  angler  experienced 
moderate  success  among  the  lib.  fish  in  a  like 
fashion.  The  water  is  going  down  now,  and  dew 
worms  will  be]  responsible  for  the  principal  kills. 
Tattershall  Bridge  fishery  has  been  productive  of 
some  choice  samples  of  roach,  but  weighty  bags 
have  been  at  a  premium.  Perch  have  taken  fairly 
well  at  the  drain  ends. — Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wbarfe,  Nidd,Derwent.  Ouse,  etc. 
(TorksX — -There  have  been  very  few  anglers  out  on 
our  streams  during  the  last  few  days  owing  to  the 
high  waters  running.  There  has  been  little  angling 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  at  Hawes,  Ked- 
mire,  and  Wensley,  The  Cover  at  Middleham  is 
fairly  clear,  and  some'  nice  sport  has  been  met 
with.  Lower  down  the  Yore  in  the  districts  of 
Masham,  Hackfall,  and  Tanfield  sport  amongst, 
the  grayling  has  only  been  of  a  mode-  \ 
rate  character,  but  in  the  district  of  Ripon 
some  nice  catches  of  fish  have  been  got.  Mr.  G. 
Start  caught  a  basket  of  fourteen  very  nice  grayUng 
in  very  little  time  on  Dec.  12.  The  water  was 
higher  than  usual,  but  fairly  clear.  At  Borough- 
bridge  a  few  anglers  have  been  out ;  sport  in  this 
district  only  fair,  a  few  small  jack  and  roach  being 
caught.  The  Swale  is  running  now  high  but  clear- 
ing nicely ;  a  few  anglers  from  Northallerton,  etc., 
have  been  out  on  the  V\%ke,  Bedale  Beck,  Codbeck, 
etc.,  a  few  roach,  dace,  and  chub  having  been  caught. 
The  upper  reaches  of  the  Swale  have  been  all  but 
deserted,  and  only  a  few  rodsters  have  been  seen 
at  Catterick  Bridge.  Very  little  has  been  attempted 
on  the  higher  waters  of  the  Wharfe  owing  to  the 
rough  weather  and  high  waters ;  but  if  meteoro- 
logical conditions  should  be  favourable,  the  water 
will  be  in  trim  by  the  end  of  the  week.  At 
Ilkley  a  few  rods  have  been  out;  sport 
has  been  fair,  and  some  very  nice  grayling 
have  been  landed.  In  the  lower  waters  very 
few  rods  have  been  out.  The  bottom  fishermen 
who  patronise  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf  have  been 
conspicuous  by  their  absence,  but  now  the  river  has 
had  a  good  clearing  sport  will  greatly  improve. 
Very  meagre  reports  are  to  hand  from  the  Der- 
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went.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  at  Yed- 
dingharo,  Malton,  and  Castle  Howard,  sport  being 
quiet.  Matters  have  been  qmet  on  the  Rye, 
Costa,  etc.  Pike  fishing  in  the  lakes  and 
canals  has  been  fair  during  this  week.  In  the 
Pocklington  and  Market  Weighton  Canals  nice 
sport  has  been  met  with.  Several  Leeds  anglers 
have  been  piking  in  the  Waterloo  Lake,  Roundhay, 
and  have  met  with  fair  sport,  one  angler  securing 
several,  one  weighing  close  upon  91b.  The  Nidd  is 
now  running  in  fair  trim,  and  anglers  have  met  with 
fairly  good  sport  at  Birtswith,  Knaresborough,  and 
Hunsingore.  The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  took  plaae  on  Dec.  1 0 
at  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Leeds.  The  following  were 
elected  for  the  various  offices : — President,  Mr.  T. 
Foxcroft ;  Vice-President,  W.  Bellhouse ;  Hon. 
Treasurer,  E.  P.  Royston ;  Hon.  Secretaries,  W. 
Marks  and  S.  Scatchard ;  Auditors,  P.  M.  Slater 
and  R.  Thorrbill.  The  report  shows  the  society  to 
have  a  balance  of  £9  2s.  2d.  on  the  year's  working, 
the  present  balance  at  bank  being  £161  6s.  7d. 
All  our  Yorkshire  rivers  are  fast  clearing,  and  if 
the  weather  only  keeps  decent,  good  sport  can  be 
looked  forward  to  at  the  festive  holiday,  and  I  trust 
all  readers  will  have  a  jolly  time,  wishing  one  and 
all  the  complimentsof  the  season. — John  E. Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Don,  etc. — The  rivers 
all  over  the  North  have  been  in  flood  during  the 
past  week,  rain  instead  of  snow  being  experienced 
among  the  hills  on  Deeside  and  Donside.  The  open 
weather  will  now  greatly  faciUtate  the  early  migration 
of  kelts  seawards,  and  induce  an  early  run  of  spring 
fish  should  it  continue  to  Christmas.  A  few  dead  fish 
have  been  cast  up  on  the  banks,  but  not  more  than 
the  average  death-rate  which  follows  the  Spawning 
season  everywhere  as  a  natural  sequence.  Last 
week  a  large  number  of  poachers  were  dealt  with 
and  fined  from  £3  upwards.  Arrangements  are  now 
being  made  for  the  coming  spring,  many  waters 
having  been  lately  fixed  up,  but  one  or  two  good 
sections  on  the  Dee  are  yet  open.  It  is  premature 
as  yet  to  even  guess  at  the  prospects  for  the  coming 
spring. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Uoy,  LongfliB  Conn  and  Cnlleu  (Ballina,  co, 
Mayoj, — Both  loughs  are  now  getting  into  trim  for 
jack.  Mr.  Holland  had  four  jack,  71b.,  151b.,  lejlb., 
271b.  He  had'  also  some  good  wild-fowling  in  the 
estuary  of  the  Moy. — Pat  Heaenes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brigphton, —  Several  boats  were  off  on  Monday 
last,  Dec.  14;  a  whiting  pollack  of  181b.  is  recorded 
as  taken  off  the  Portobello  ground,  and  a  codfish  of 
about  161b.,  and  a  score  or  two  of  silver  whiting, 
about  a  week  ago. — H. 

Seal. — ^Thursd:,y,  Dec.  10. — S.S.W.  strong  wind, 
and  sea  too  much  for  rod  and  line.  Dec.  11. — 
Nearly  calm  with  rain ;  a  few  boats  out,  water 
very  thick,  and  takes  fair  considering  the  state 


of  the  water.  Dec.  12. — -Strong  wind,  S.S.E.,  with 
strong  sea ;  a  few. boats  out  and  good  takes  of  fish 
landed  considering  the  state  of  the  weather.  Mr. 
Boydell  and  friend  had  the  pleasure  of  landing  a 
splendid  cod  of  201b.  and  over,  and  Dr.  Patterson 
landed  one  not  quite  so  large,  together  with  other 
fish.  Dec.  13. — Southerly  wind,  strong,  with 
heavy  sea ;  only  a  few  boats  out  and  all  done 
fairly  well.  In  the  last  two  days  Mr.  Boydell 
and  friend  took  away  with  them  a  large  basket  of 
splendid  fish,  which  must  have  scaled  nearly  Icwt. 
Dec.  14. — Light  wind,  S.W.,  water  thick,  takes  rather 
spotty.  Dec.  15. — -Wind  S.E.,  light  takes,  not  so 
large  in  numbers,  but  the  whiting  generally  ran 
very  large,  and  some  good  cod  were  taken.  Dec.  16. 
— Wind  easterly,  fine  blue  sky,  takes  rather  spotty, 
but  good  quality  of  fish  landed. — Edwabd  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Those  pier  anglers  who  have 
studied  the  tides  this  week  have  had  little  to  com- 
plain of  in  the  way  of  sport,  some  very  good  catches 
of  whiting  having  daily  been  made  upon  the  slack 
of  the  flood  tide.  On  Nov.  12,  during  a  strong 
south-east  wind,  the  few  pier  patrons  made  fair 
mixed  bags,  but  the  following  morning  witnessed 
some  splendid  sport.  Mr.  Liddiard  and  Mr. 
Baker,  who  put  in  an  early  appearance,  left 
during  the  forenoon  with  htendsome  catches  of  whit- 
ing and  dabs.  Later  arrivals  did  little  until  the 
draw  of  the  flood  tide  late  in  the  afternoon.  Monday, 
Dec.  14,  brought  out  a  fair  number  of  early  anglers, 
and  the  returns  made  were  far  in  excess  of  anything 
recently  experienced,  the  whiting  being  well  on  the 
feed,  and  rimning  very  large,  many  of  them  scaling 
considerably  over  a  pound.  Matters  proved  very 
quiet  all  round  until  the  tide  made  in  the  afternoon, 
and  then  the  fish  took  the  bait  fresly  for  an  hour  or 
so.  Reports  of  recent  heavy  catches  brought  out 
large  numbers  of  anglers  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  15, 
among  others  being  Mrs.  Hervey  MacLeay,  Mrs. 
Finn,  Mrs.  Dodd,  and  Messrs.  Ray,  Harding, 
Waddell,  Igglesden,  Bushnell,  Hayman,  Cobb, 
Brooks,  James,  Stoate,  Arnold,  and  Leakin.  Several 
of  these  who  had  secured  favourable  pitches  were 
fairly  successful,  though  the  fish  were  not  so  well  on 
the  feed  as  on  the  preceding  day.  Mrs.  MacLeay 
secured  the  only  large  fish,  a  cod  of  8  Jib. ;  Mr.  Bailey, 
Mr.  Brooks,  Mr.  Ray,  and  two  ladies — Mrs.  MacLeay 
and  Mrs.  Dodd — each  took  a  few  whiting  on  Wed- 
nesday morning,  but  the  fish  were  very  reticent  in 
their  attentions. — J.  Richardson. 

Penzance. — Very  rough  weather,  gales  of  rain 
all  the  week,  except  on  Dec.  1 1,  when  a  good  many 
boats  were  out  with  but  moderate  success  owing  to 
the  swarms  of  dogfish.  Mr.  Bamicoat,  Self,  and 
W,  Taylor  (boatman)  had  thirty-three  whiting 
(twenty  of  which  averaged  21b.  each),  one  pout, 
one  conger,  and  eighty-five  dogfish. — J.  H.  RovfB 
(B.S.A.S.). 

  Weather   quite  too  stormy  for  boat  or 

pier  anglers.  Some  of  our  boats  are  taking  winter 
herrings,  which  fetch  about  Is.  6d.  per  hundred. 
— H. 

Plymouth. — The  unsettled  weather  has  been 
against  amateur  fishing.  The  hooking  boats,  when 
they  can  get  out,  bring  in  good  catches  of  fine  fish ; 
the  whiting  are  particularly  large  The  pilchards 
have  made  their  appearance  to  the  westward,  and 
a  record  catch  has  been  landed,  so  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  drifters  will  get  some  good  catches  before 
Christmas.  There  are  a  lot  of  mullet  in  the  docks, 
but  they  do  not  run  large.  The  piers  and  jetties 
have  been  somewhat  deserted  during  the  week. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate. — After  many  gales  we  have  at  last 
had  a  few  days'  calm  weather  ;  several  rods  and  some 
boats  have  tried  their  luck,  which  has  not  been  good 
owing  to  the  thick  water,  codling  being  the  chief  of 
the  fish  taken,  the  whiting  having  disappeared  I  fear 
for  the  year ;  sprats  are  plentiful,  and  given  fine  or 
fair  weather  the  prospects  for  the  week-end  should 
b  ^  more  promising  than  they  have  been  for  a  very 
long  time. — Grey  Mullet. 

Sonthwold. — Few  anglers  have  'patronised  the 
pier  during  the  last  week,  as  weather  has  been 
again  all  against  sea  fishing,  and  my  report  this 
week  is  perforce  of  a  meagre  character.  Strong 
winds  and  heavy  seas — with  the  exception  of  Mon- 
day— have  prevailed,  and  sport  has  been  almost 
reduced  to  nil.  On  Dec.  11,  Mr.  Wrightson  took  a 
codling  of  5Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Field,  on  Dec.  14,  one  of 
2flb.  On  Dec.  15,  Mr.  Wrightson  managed  to 
secure  two  of  41b.  and  61b.  respectively,  with  a  few 
flatfish.  Nothing  worth  recordiug  has  been  taken 
to-day  (Wednesday),  a  few  flatfish  only.  Strong 
easterly  winds  have  set  in  and  should  bring  on  the 
cod,  and  I  hope  to  send  a  better  report  therefore 
next  week.  Plenty  of  sprats  are  about,  but  the 
weather  to-day  is  too  rough  for  boats  to  put  off. — ■ 
L.  B.  Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walmer. — Although  the  week-end  fishing  was 
not  of  the  best,  those  few  anglers  who  tended 
their  visit  were  well  rewarded,  as  large  cod  were 


most  unusually  plentiful,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  have 
finer  whiting  been  taken.  Both  the  "trats"  and 
the  hand-lines,  the  professional  fisherman's  gear, 
have  done  exceedingly  well  during  the  pa-st  few 
days,  and  some  of  the  finest  fish  of  the  season  were 
landed  on  Tuesday.  The  nineteen  fine  cod,  ranging 
from  7lb.  to  171b.  each,  captured  by  George  Jenner, 
made  a  remarkably  good  show.  Nearly  all  the 
fishermen  have  done  well.  —  Charles  Hussey 
(B.S.A.S.). 


llssociaUons,  efc. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  Cripplegate  Institute  on  Monday  next,  Dec.  21, 
at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

The  annual  "smoker  "  of  this  society  was  held  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday  night. 
Mr.  Mackworth  B.  Praed  presided  over  a  large 
company.  All  enjoyed  a  splendid  programme, 
which  included  the  following  artistes  : — Messrs. 
Sidney  Hill,  Barclay  Gammon,  John  Probert, 
Thorpe  Bates,  E.  J.  Wilson,  W.  Read,  James  Budd, 
Alec  White,  Phil  Faulkner,  and  Master  Edgley. 
Congratulations  to  the  entertainment  committee, 
Messrs.  G.  Read-Clarke,  R.  C.  Graham,  Croft- 
Handley,  J.  B.  Howes,  E.  M.  Mallett,  and  C.  O. 
Minchin.  There  wdl  be  a  meeting  next  Wednesday 
night,  and  then  the  club  will  close  until  Dec.  31. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  very  enjoyable  meeting  was  held  at  Queen 
Anne's  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  C.  E.  Fos- 
brooke  presiding.  Through  the  recent  abnormal 
weather  good  fishing  results  were  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  however,  Mr.  Higgs  had  essayed  pike  fishing 
in  the  Lea,  taking  three  small  jack  ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox 
(at  Pangbourne)  also  took  several  very  youthful 
pike,  in  each  case  the  fish  being  returned.  Addi- 
tions were  made  to  the  library  by  Messrs.  Bentley 
and  Dryden,  who  were  duly  thanked.  A  very 
pleasant  discussion  of  various  piscatorial  topics 
ensued,  and  it  was  announced  that  on  Tuesday  next 
(Dec.  22),  as  stated  on  the  programme  of  the  society, 
there  would  be  a  phonographic  entertainment,  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  Begernie,  who  had  so  very 
efficiently  carried  out  a  similar  "instrumental" 
musical  evening.  Ladies  and  friends  of  members 
are  specially  invited  upon  this  occasion,  and  no 
doubt  a  very  pleasant  evening's  entertainment  may 
be  expected. — Hon  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Close  presided  at  the  usual  weekly  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday  last,  when  a  large  amount  of  busi- 
ness was  disposed  of.  Arrangements  are  in  progress 
for  a  Bohemian  concert  to  be  held  in  January  next. 
Enquiries  relating  to  membership  continue  to  be 
made,  and  several  nominations  are  in  hand. 
The  January  programme  will  be  posted  to 
members  within  the  next  week.  Fishing  re- 
ports are  very  poor,  consequent  on  the  un- 
settled state  of  the  weather.  Dr.  Spencer,  how- 
ever, reports  the  capture  of  a  perch  of  21b.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  Gill  had  a  bag  of  7ilb.  of  good  roach;  and 
Mr.  Em^ry  took  one  of  lib.  12Joz.  from  the  Lea.  A 
report  received  from  the  bailiff  at  Chesham  says 
that  quite  an  abnormal  quantity  of  water  is  flowing 
along  the  Chess,  but  steps  have  been  taken  to  pre- 
serve the  fish  during  the  spawning  season,  which 
appears  to  be  now  in  progress.  There  is  a  good  head 
of  fish,  but  these  will  be  augmented  by  a  large 
quantity  of  two-year-olds  early  in  1904. — Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Dec.  16.  After  the  routine  business  had  been 
transacted,  an  interesting  discussion  took  place  as 
to  the  most  deadly  method  of  fishing  for  pike, 
more  particularly  with  reference  to  our  Barford 
water.  The  experience  of  those  who  have  been 
most  successful  was  that  the  paternoster  was  the 
way,  and  this  hint  should  be  taken  by  members 
visiting  the  water  diu-ing  the  Christmas  hoUdays. 
The  weekly  reports  from  various  districts  are  very 
discouraging,  all  the  waters  being  reported  either 
in  flood  or  else  very  thick.  AngUng  reports  were 
very  poor.  Mr.  Jagels  has  taken  numbers  of  decent 
perch  from  still  water ;  Mr.  Baker,  a  quantity  of 
pike  up  to  61b.  from  Somersetshire ;  Mr.  Westrup, 
pike  from  our  Barford  fishery  up  to  81b. — G.  W. 
Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  was  in  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting,  but  angling  reports  were  again  at  a  dis- 
count. At  Newbury  the  week  end  brought  with  it 
incessant  rain  and  hard  squalls  of  wind,  so  that 
flshing,  even  had  the  state  of  the  Lamboum  and 
Kennet*  allowed  it,  was  out  of  the  question.  The 
first-named  river  was  running  high  and  thick,  and 
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tlie  Kennet  was  in  flood — fuller,  indeed,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  than  it 
had  been  all  the  year.  The  only  interesting  item 
of  sport  came  from  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman,  who,  with 
Mr.  Frank  Ward,  had  fished  a  private  lake  for  pike. 
Between  them  they  landed  se  venteen  fish,  the  best 
one  weighing  81b.  12oz.  The  day  chosen  was  as  bad  as 
bad  could  be  for  external  comforts  as  the  whole  time 
they  were  on  the  water  it  rained  heavily,  and  made 
things  extremely  uncomfortable.  Mr.  G.  Smith 
exhibited  his  41b.  8oz.  bream  caught  in  the  weir 
pool,  Uxbridge,  on  August  bank  holiday.  It  was 
stated  to  ba  a  white  bream  {A.  blica).  The  winter 
programme  has  been  arranged,  and  is  as  comprehen- 
sive as  could  be  wished  for.  Amongst  those  who 
will  give  papers,  etc.,  may  be  mentioned:  Messrs. 
Chas.  H.  Whoeley,  F.  G.  Bridgman,  Derwent  Wood, 
H.  H.  Brown,  and  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf, — Hon.  Sec. 


pFovineial  flDQliiig  ]lotes 

must,  in  consequence  of  the  Christmas  Holidays, 
arrive  not  later  than  FIRST  POST  on 
Tuesday,  Dec.  22. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Thursday  (Dec.  10)  the  Birmingham  As- 
Bociation  held  their  last  quarterly  meeting  for  the 
present  year.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  the  meet- 
ing was  well  attended.  It  was  decided  at  the  meet- 
ing to  adopt  the  committee's  recommendation  to  do 
away  with  the  printing  of  the  quarterly  minutes  and 
in  the  place  of  this  to  print  an  annual  report.  The 
balance  sheet  and  auditor's  reports  went  to  show 
that  the  financial  position  of  the  association  was  all 
that  could  be  desired.  The  cost  of  the  late  contest 
at  Tewkesbury,  including  the  prize  money, 
amovmted  in  all  to  £108  6s.  lid.  The  quarterly 
subscription  to  the  association  is  now  due, 
and  I  have  been  informed  that  the  next  year's 
travelling  cards  will  shortly  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
branch  secretaries.  A  meeting  of  the  Water  Com- 
mittee of  the  association  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  11,  when  it  was  decided  that  no  jack  \mder 
14in.  be  retained,  tench  8in.,  perch  and  roach  6in., 
and  gudgeon  4)n.  Day  tickets  may  be  obtained  at 
all  the  licensed  inns  at  Alrewas  at  3d.  each.  The 
water  is  taken  for  the  members  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  only,  and  members  requiring  tickets 
must  give  the  name  of  the  club  to  which  they  belong. 
The  committee  contemplate  engaging  a  water 
bailiff  in  the  near  future  to  look  after  the  fishery. 
Some  of  our  Birmingham  clubs  will  have  to  keep 
their  eyes  open  or  they  will  have  the  White  Swan 
Club  flying  past  thsm.  The  club  has  just  had  its 
first  yearly  meeting,  the  report  of  which  goes  to  show 
that  they  have  made  rapid  progress  ;  thsy  com- 
menced the  club  with  thirty  members,  now  they 
have  157  members  on  the  books.  The  subscription  to 
this  club  is  5s.  per  annum,  the  whole  of  which  is 
devoted  to  water  renting  ;  the  club  rents  three  fine 
stretches  of  water,  including  four  miles  of 
the  Avon  at  Bredon.  After  paying  all  the 
expenses  for  the  past  year,  the  club  have  a  balance 
of  £13  10s.  6d.  in  hand.  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller  was 
re-elected  president,  Mr.  W.  Bagley  secretary,  and 
Mr.  W.  Proctor  ti'easurer.  A  strong  working  com- 
mittee was  also  appointed.  The  annual  dinner  was 
fixed  for  Jan.  23.  The  St.  Paul's  Society  held  their 
annual  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  the 
final  arrangements  for  the  annual  ball  and  concert, 
which  takes  place  at  their  clubhouse  on  Dec.  28  and 
29,  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund,  were  completed.  We 
have  had  som=!  heavy  rains  since  my  last  notes 
were  forwarded,  which  has  done  much  to  put  the 
rivers  out  of  order.  We  are  having  nice  bright 
weather  now,  and  if  it  continues  we  shall  have  a 
number  of  members  out  during  t  ae  holidays. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  variations  of  the  weather  have  had  much  to 
do  with  the  fluctuations  of  sport  experienced  during 
the  past  week  or  ten  days  in  the  Fen  district.  When 
the  frost  was  on  pike  gave  uncommonly  good  sport 
to  the  trolling  tackle,  and  those  who  employed  a 
live  bait  killed  some  good  fish.  The  lower  reaches 
of  the  Witham  and  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Forty- 
foot  probably  afforded  better  sport  tlian  any 
amongst  pike.  Roach  fishermen  have  at  times 
done  extremely  well.  The  Bain,  a  tributary  of 
the  Witham,  is  one  of  the  best  resorts  for  roach  at 
this  time  of  the  year. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  climatic  conditicms  have  been  any- 
thing but  pleasant  at  times  for  angling  operations, 
a  few  enthusiasts  have  faced  the  elements  and  been 
rewarded  with  a  little  sport  bath  on  the  top  stretches 
of  tlie  river  Hull  and  Driffield  Canal,  some  nice  roach 
being  secure:!,  going  well  on  to  lib.  each.  Odd 


nice  pike  have  also  been  secured  in  the  river 
with  live  bait  fishing.  Reports  from  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  are  only  moderate,  yet  above 
Sodhouse  Lock  both  roach,  perch,  and  pike  have 
been  taken.  On  Dec.  7  the  Hull  Town  Angling 
Association  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Ripon 
Arms,  when  forty-three  of  the  members  sat  down 
to  discuss  the  good  things  provided  for  them.  Mr. 
W.  Scott  presided,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent.  The  Albion  Association  of  East  Hull 
also  held  their  annual  spread  on  the  same  evening 
at  headquarters,  when  over  seventy  sat  down,  and* 
during  the  evening  Mr.  Frank  Carle  was  presented 
with  the  club's  gold  medal  for  most  points  during 
the  past  season,  after  which  several  other  prizes 
were  presented  for  the  season  of  1903. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Once  again  the  report  from  the  Bollin  speaks  of 
that  river  as  being  in  nice  order,  and  given  fine 
weather  it  should  provide  some  decent  sport  at 
Christmas  and  New  Year.  During  the  past  week 
some  really  good  coarse  fish  have  been  taken  from 
this  river  by  local  rods.  At  Warrington  things  are 
very  quiet.  Of  course,  the  officials  of  the  local 
association  are  busy  in  closing  the  books  and 
preparing  for  the  annual  meeting  early  in 
the  year.  Some  of  the  rods  at  Chester  only 
met  with  indifferent  sport ;  a  similar  experience 
was  that  of  others  on  the  Gowy.  Much  the  same 
report  is  made  of  the  Weaver,  North  Stafford  Canal, 
and  the  Lymm  waters.  Mr.  Bennie  and  friend  have 
been  again  successful  at  Petty  pool,  the  best  fish, 
151b.  ;  another  good  fish  was  lost  owing  to  darkness 
coming  on.  The  Bowling  Green  A.S.  have  negotiated 
their  annual  meeting  and  dinner.  The  Widnes 
anglers  armounce  a  lecture,  by  Dr.  Edwards,  on 
"  Sea  fishing  and  tackle."  The  Liverpool  clubs  are 
as  usual  exceedingly  busy. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  desperate  characters 
who  intend  getting  away  at  Christmas,  there  is  not 
nmch  activity  in  evidence  in  this  city.  True,  a 
few  rods  have  been  out  pike  hunting,  but  the  best 
fish  heard  of  was  only  71b.  Reports  of  stocking  to 
various  waters  are  rather  scarce,  and  will  be  until 
after  the  holidays,  for  it  is  not  safe  to  transfer 
during  the  push  generally  in  evidence  at  Christmas 
on  our  railways.  Last  evening  the  final  meeting 
of  the  year  of  the  Board  of  Management 
of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  was  called  for  this 
city,  the  agenda  being  of  an  important  character. 
On  Dec.  14  the  Moss  Side  Socials  discussed  a  very 
important  "notice  of  motion,"  which  suggested 
leaving  the  Covmty  Palatine  A.  A.  for  one  year. 
The  meeting  unanimously  decided  to  retain  their 
membership.  A  natural  question  is,  Why  was  it 
ever  discussed  with  such  a  feeling  in  the  club  ? 
Another  important  meeting,  and  the  last  of  the 
year,  will  be  held  on  Dec.  28.  The  Ardwick  anglers 
are  very  busy  just  at  present  with  club  matters. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  wild  and  wet,  and  the 
rivers  are  all  in  good  volume.  Spawning  has  gone 
on  satisfactorily.  The  accounts  from  the  principal 
spawning  grounds  in  Munster  all  agree  in  stating 
that  good  supplies  of  spawning  fish  are  in  evidence, 
and  the  accounts  from  other  parts  are  also  encou- 
raging. At  the  last  Newmarket  (co.  Cork)  Petty 
Sessions,  the  Blackwater  Fishery  Conservators 
prosecuted  two  young  men  (brothers),  named 
Timothy  Murphy  and  Cornelius  Murphy,  for  alleged 
illegal  fishing  near  Newmarket  on  Nov.  18  last. 
Mr.  Thomas  Drohan,  local  inspector  of  fisheries. 
Mallow,  represented  the  conservators,  and  Mr. 
Carroll,  solicitor,  Fermoy,  conducted  the  case  for 
the  prosecution.  Mr.  H.  R.  Barry,  solicitor, 
Kantwk,  defended.  After  a  patient  hearing,  the 
bench  were  unanimous  in  convicting  both  defen- 
dants. Timothy  Murphy  was  fined  £5  and  12s. 
costs  for  the  illegal  fishing,  and  to  three  months' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour  for  the  assault  on 
the  constable.  Cornelius  Murphy  was  also  fined 
£5  and  12s.  costs. 


THE  PA.RENT-STREAM  THEORY  OF 
THE  RETURN  OF  SALMON. 
By  President  David  Stare  Jordan 
(Leland  Stanford  Junior  University). 


It  has  been  generally  accepted  as  unquestioned, 
by  packers  and  fishermen,  that  the  salmon  of  the 
Pacific  (king  salmon,  red  salmon,  silver  salmon, 
humpback  salmon,  and  dog  salmon)  all  return  to 
spawn  to  the  very  stream  in  which  they  were 
hatched.  As  early  as  1880,  the  present  writer 
placed  on  record  his  opinion  that  this  theory  was 
unsound.  In  a  general  way,  most  salmon  return  to 
the  parent  stream,  because  when  in  the  sea  the 


parent  stream  is  the  one  most  easily  reached.  T 
channels  and  runways  which  directed  their  cour 
to  the  son  may  influence  their  return  trip  in  the  sam 
fashion     When  the  salmon  is  mature,  the  spawning 
season  approaching,  it  seeks  fresh  water.  Other 
things  being  equal,  about  the  same  number  will  run 
each  year  in  the  same  channel.    With  all  this,  we 
find  some  curious  facts.    Certain  streams  will  have  a 
run  of  exceptionally  large  or  exceptionally  small  red 
salmon.    The  time  of  the  run  bears  some  relation 
to  the  length  of  the  stream  :  those  who  have  far- 
thest to  go  start  earliest.    The  time  of  running 
bears  also  a  relation  to  the  temperature  of  the  spawn- 
ing grounds — where  the  waters  cool  off  earliest,  the 
fish  run  soonest. 

The  supposed  evidence  in  favour  of  the  parent- 
stream  theory  may  be  considered  under  three  heads :  * 
(1)  Distinctive  runs  in  various  streams  ;  (2)  return 
of  marked  salmon  ;  (3)  introduction  of  salmon  into 
new  streams  followed  by  their  return. 

Under  the  first  head  it  is  often  asserted  of  fisher- 
men that  they  can  distinguish  the  salmon  of  diffe- 
rent streams.  Thus  the  Lynn  Canal  red  salmon  are 
larger  than  those  in  most  waters,  and  it  is  claimed 
that  those  of  Chilcoot  Inlet  are  larger  than  those  of 
the  sister  streams  at  Chilcat.  The  red  salmon  of 
Red  Fish  Bay  on  Baranof  Island  (near  Sitka)  are 
said  to  be  much  smaller  than  usual,  and  those  of 
the  neighbouring  Necker  Bay  are  not  more  than  one- 
third  the  ordinary  size.  Those  of  a  small,  rapid 
stream  near  Nass  River  are  more  wiry  than  those 
of  the  neighbouring  large  stream,  f  The  same  claim 
is  made  for  the  different  streams  of  Puget  Sound, 
each  one  having  its  characteristic  run.  In  all  this 
there  is  some  truth  and  perhaps  more  exaggeration. 
I  noticed  that  the  Chilcoot  fish  seemed  deeper  in 
body  than  those  at  Chilcat.  The  red  salmon 
becomes  compressed  before  spawning,  and  the  Chil- 
coot fishes  having  a  short  run  spawn  earlier  than  the 
Chilcat  fishes,  which  have  many  miles  to  go,  the 
water  being  perhaps  warmer  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  which  flows  farthest  from  the  parent  ice-fields. 
The  riper  fishes  run  up  the  shorter  river.  In  Bristol 
Bay,  according  to  Dr.  Gilbert,  the  great  runs  ascend 
sometimes  one  river,  sometimes  another.  Perhaps 
some  localities  may  meet  the  nervous  reactions  of 
small  fishes  while  not  attracting  the  large  ones.  In 
Necker  Bay  a  few  full-grown  salmon  run  besides 
the  little  ones.  A  few  dwarf  individuals,  two  and 
three  year  olds,  ripened  prematurely,  rim  in  every 
salmon  stream.  These  little  fishes  are  nearly  ail 
males.  Mr.  H.  S.  Davis  well  observes  that  "  until 
a  constant  difference  has  been  demonstrated  by  a 
careful  examination  of  large  numbers  of  fish  from 
each  stream  taken  at  the  same  time,  but  little 
weight  can  be  attached  to  arguments  of  this  nature." 

It  is  doubtless  true  as  a  general  proposition  that 
nearly  all  salmon  return  to  the  region  in  which  they 
were  spawned.  Most  of  them  apparently  never  go 
far  away  from  the  mouth  of  the  stream  or  the  bay 
into  which  it  flows.  It  is  true  that  salmon  are  occa- 
sionally taken  well  out  at  sea,  and  it  is  certain  that 
the  red  salmon  runs  of  Puget  Sound  come  from  out- 
side the  Straits  of  Fuca.  There  is,  however,  evi- 
dence that  most  species  rarely  go  so  far  as  that. 
When  seeking  shore,  they  usually  reach  the  original 
channels. 

In  1880,  the  writer,  studying  the  king  salmon  of 
the  Columbia,  used  the  following  words,  which  he 
has  not  had  occasion  to  change  : — "  It  is  the  pre- 
vailing impression  that  the  salmon  have  some  special 
instinct  which  leads  them  to  return  to  spawn  in  the 
same  spawning  grounds  where  they  were  originally 
hatched.  We  fail  to  find  any  evidence  of  this  in  the 
case  of  the.  Pacific  coast  salmon,  and  we  do  not 
believe  it  to  be  true.  It  seems  more  probable  that 
the  young  salmon  hatched  in  any  river  mostly 
remain  in  the  ocean  within  a  radius  of  20,  30,  or 
40  miles  of  its  mouth.  These,  in  their  movement 
about  in  the  ocean,  may  come  into  contact  with  the 
cold  waters  of  their  parent  rivers,  or  perhaps  of  any 
other  river,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
shore.  In  the  case  of  the  quinnat  and  the  blueback, 
their  '  instinct '  seems  to  lead  them  to  ascend  these 
fresh  waters,  and  in  a  majority  of  cases  these  waters 
wiU  be  those  in  which  the  fishes  in  question  were  ori- 
ginally spawned.  Later  in  the  season  the  growth  of 
the  reproductive  organs  leads  them  to  approach  the 
s'hore  and  search  for  fresh  waters,  and  still  the 
chances  are  that  they  may  find  the  original  stream. 
But  undoubtedly  many  fall  salmon  ascend,  or  try 
to  ascend,  streams  in  which  no  salmon  was  ever 
hatched.  In  little  brooks  about  Puget  Sound,  where 
the  water  is  not  3in.  deep,  are  often  found  dead  or 
dying  salmon,  which  have  entered  them  for  the 
purpose  of  spawning.  It  is  said  of  the  Russian 
River  and  other  California  rivers,  that  their  mouths, 
in  the  time  of  low  water  in  summer,  generally  become 
entirely  closed  by  sand-bars,  and  that  the  salmon, 
in  their  eagerness  to  ascend  them,  frequently  fling 
themselves  entirely  out  of  water  on  the  beach.  But 

^  *  See  an  excellent  article  by  H.  S.  Davis  in  the 
Pacific  Fisherman  for  July,  1903. 
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this  does  not  prove  that  the  salmon  are  guided  by  a 
marvellous  geographical  instinct  which  leads  them 
to  their  parent  river  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  river 
cannot  be  found.  The  waters  of  Russian  River  soak 
through  these  sand-bars,  and  the  salmon  instinct, 
we  think,  leads  them  merely  to  search  for  fresh 
waters.  This  matter  is  much  in  need  of  further 
investigation ;  at  present,  however,  we  find  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  salmon  enter  the  Rogue 
River  simply  because  they  were  spawned  there,  or 
that  a  sahnon  hatched  in  the  Clackamas  River  is 
more  likely,  on  that  account,  to  return  to  the 
Clackamas  than  to  go  up  the  Cowlitz  or  the 
Des  Chutes." 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  settle  this  question 
by  marking  the  fry.  But  this  is  a  very  difficult 
matter,  indeed.  Almost  the  only  structure  which 
can  be  safely  mutilated  is  the  adipose  fin,  and  this 
is  often  nipped  ofi  by  sticklebacks  and  other  med- 
dling fish.  The  following  experiments  have  been 
tried,  according  to  Mr.  Davis  : — "  In  March,  1896, 
5000  king  salmon  fry  were  marked  by  cutting  off 
the  adipose  fin,  then  set  free  in  the  Clackamas  River. 
Kearly  400  of  these  marked  fish  are  said  to  have  been 
taken  in  the  Columbia  in  1898  and  a  few  more  in 
1899.  In  addition  a  few  were  taken  in  1898,  1899, 
and  1900  in  the  Sacramento  River,  but  in  much  less 
numbers  than  in  the  Columbia.  In  the  Columbia 
most  were  taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  where 
most  of  the  fishing  was  done,  but  a  few  were  in  the 
original  stream — the  Clackamas.  It  is  stated  that 
the  fry  thus  set  free  in  the  Clackamas  came  from 
eggs  obtained  in  the  Sacramento — a  matter  which 
has,  however,  no  bearing  on  the  present  case.  In 
the  Kalama  hatchery,  on  the  Columbia  River, 
Washington,  2000  fry  of  the  quinnat  or  king  salmon 
were  marked  in  1899  by  a  V-shaped  notch  in  the 
caudal  fin.  Numerous  fishes  thus  marked  were 
taken  in  the  lower  Columbia  in  1901  and  1902.  A 
few  were  taken  at  the  Kalama  hatchery,  but  some 
also  at  the  hatcheries  on  Wind  River  and  Clackamas 
River.  At  the  hatchery  on  Chehalis  River  six  or 
seven  were  taken,  the  stream  not  being  a  tributary 
of  the  Columbia,  but  flowing  into  Shoalwater  Bay. 
Xone  were  noticed  in  the  Sacramento.  The  evidence 
shows  that  the  most  who  are  hatched  in  a  large 
stream  tend  to  return  to  it,  and  that  in  general  most 
salmon  return  to  the  parent  region." 

There  is  no  evidence  that  a  salmon  hatched  in  one 
branch  of  a  river  tends  to  return  there  rather  than 
to  any  other.  Experiments  of  Messrs.  Rutter  and 
Spaulding  in  marking  adult  fish  at  Karluk  would 
indicate  that  they  roam  rather  widely  about  the 
island  before  spawning.  A  spawning  fish  set  free 
in  Karluk  River  was  foimd  three  days  later  at  Red 
River,  60  miles  away  on  the  opposite  side  of  Kadiak 
Island. 

The  introduction  of  salmon  into  new  streams  may 
throw  some  light  on  this  question.  In  1897  and 
1898,  3,000,000  young  king  salmon  fry  were  set  free 
in  Papermill  Creek,  near  Olema,  California.  This  is 
a  small  stream  flowing  into  the  head  of  Tomales  Bay, 
and  it  had  never  previously  had  a  run  of  salmon. 
In  1900,  and  especially  in  1901,  large  quinnat  salmon 
appeared  in  considerable  numbers  in  this  stream. 
One  specimen,  weighing  about  161b.,  was  sent  to  the 
present  writer  for  identification.  These  fishes  csr- 
tainly  returned  to  the  parent  stream,  although  this 
stream  was  one  not  at  all  fitted  for  their  purpose. 

But  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  topography 
of  the  bay.  Tomales  Bay  is  a  long  and  narrow 
channel,  about  20  miles  long,  and  from  one  to  five  in 
width,  isolated  from  other  rivers,  and  with  but  one 
tributary  stream.  Probably  the  salmon  had  not 
wandered  far  from  it  ;  some  may  not  have  left  it  at 
all.  In  any  event,  a  large  number  certainly  came 
back  to  the  same  place. 

That  the  salmon  rarely  go  far  away  is  fairly 
attested.  Schools  of  king  salmon  play  in  Monterey 
Bay,  and  others  chase  the  herring  about  in  the 
channels  of  south-eastern  Alaska.  A  few  years 
since.  Captain  J.  F.  Moser,  in  charge  of  the  Albatross, 
set  giU-nets  for  salmon  at  various  places  in  the  sea  of? 
the  Oregon  and  Washington  coast,  catching  none 
except  in  the  bays. 

Mr.  Davis  gives  an  account  of  the  liberation  of 
salmon  in  C&nook  River,  which  fiows  into  the 
Columbia  at  Baker's  Bay  : — "  It  is  a  small,  sluggish 
stream,  and  has  never  been  frequented  by  Chinook 
salmon,  although  considerable  numbers  of  silver  and 
dog  salmon  enter  it  late  in  the  fall.  A  few  years  ago 
the  State  established  a  hatchery  on  this  stream,  and 
since  1898  between  1,000,000  and  2,000,000  Chinook 
fry  have  been  turned  out  here  annually.  The  fish 
are  taken  from  the  pound-nets  in  Baker's  Bay,  towed 
into  the  river  in  crates,  and  then  liberated  above  a 
dyke  which  prevents  their  retxim  to  the  Columbia. 
When  ripe,  the  salmon  ascend  to  the  hatchery, 
some  two  or  three  miles  further  up  the  river,  where 
they  are  spawned.  The  superintendent  of  the 
hatcherj',  Mr.  Nic  Hansen,  informs  me  that  in  1902, 
during  November  and  December,  quite  a  number  of 
Chinook  salmon  ascended  the  Chinook  River.  About 


150  salmon  of  both  sexes  were  taken  in  a  trap  located 
in  the  river  about  four  miles  from  its  mouth.  At 
first  thought  it  would  appear  that  these  were  pro- 
bably fish  which,  when  fry,  had  been  liberated  in 
the  river,  but  unfortunately  there  is  no  proof  that 
this  was  the  case.  According  to  Mr.  Hansen,  the 
season  of  1902  was  remarkable  in  that  the  salmon 
ran  inshore  in  large  schools,  a  thing  which  they  had 
not  done  before  for  years.  It  is  possible  that. the 
fish,  being  forced  in  close  to  the  shore,  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  current  from  the  Chinook  River,  which, 
since  the  stream  is  small  and  sluggish,  would 
not  be  felt  far  from'shore.  Once  brought  under  the 
influence  of  the  current  from  the  river  the  salmon 
would  naturally  ascend  that  stream,  whether  they 
had  been  hatched  there  or  not." 

The  general  conclusion,  apparantly  warranted  by 
the  facts  at  hand,  is  that  the  Pacific  salmon,  for  the 
most  part,  do  not  go  to  a  great  distance  from  the 
stream  in  which  they  are  hatched,  that  most  of 
them  return  to  the  streams  in  the  same  region,  a 
majority  to  the  parent  stream,  but  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  they  choose  the  parental  spawning 
grovmds  in  preference  to  any  other,  and  none  that 
they  will  prefer  an  undesirable  stream  to  a  favour- 
able one  for  the  reason  that  they  happen  to  have 
been  hatched  in  the  former. 

Mr.  John  C.  Callbreath,  of  Wrangel,  Alaska,  has 
long  conducted  a  very  interesting  but  very  costly 
experiment  in  this  line.  About  1890,  he  established 
himself  in  a  small  stream  called  Jadgeska,  on  the 
west  coast  of  Etolin  Island,  tributary  to  McHenry 
Inlet,  Clarence  Straits.  This  stream  led  from  a 
lake,  and  in  it  a  few  thousand  red  salmon  spawned, 
besides  multitudes  of  silver  salmon,  dog  salmon, 
and  humpback  salmon.  Making  a  dam  across  the 
stream,  he  helped  the  red  salmon  over  it,  destroying 
all  the  inferior  kinds  which  entered  the  stream. 
He  also  established  a  hatchery  for  the  red  salmon, 
turning  loose  many  thousand  fry  each  year  for  about 
twelve  years.  This  vfas  done  in  the  expectation 
that  all  the  salmon  hatched  would  return  to  Jad- 
geska in  about  four  years.  By  destroying  all  indi- 
viduals of  other  species  attempting  to  run,  it  was 
expected  that  these  would  become  extinct  so  far  as 
the  stream  is  concerned. 

The  result  of  this  experiment  has  been  disap- 
pointment. After  twelve  years  or  more  there  has 
been  no  increase  of  red  salmon  in  the  stream,  and 
no  decrease  of  humpbacks  and  other  humbler  forms 
of  salmon.  Mr.  Callbreath  draws  the  conclusion 
that  salmon  run  at  a  much  greater  age  than  has 
been  supposed — perhaps  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
instead  of  four.  A  far  more  probable  conclusion  is 
that  the  salmon  set  free  by  him  have  joined  other 
bands  bound  for  more  suitable  stream?.  It  is 
indeed  claimed  that  since  the  establishment  of  Call- 
breath's  hatchery  on  Etolin  Island,  there  has  been 
a  notable  increase  of  the  salmon  run  in  various 
streams  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Clarence  Straits.  But  this  statement,  while 
largely  current  among  the  cannerymsn,  and  not 
improbable,  needs  verification. 

We  shall  await  with  much  interest  the  return  of 
the  millions  of  yoimg  salmon  hatched  in  1902,  and 
turned  loose  in  Naha  Stream.  We  may  venture  the 
prophecy  that  while  a  large  percentage  will  return 
to  Loring,  many  others  will  enter  Yes  Bay,  Karta 
Bay,  Moira  Sound,  and  other  red  salmon  waters 
along  the  line  of  their  return  from  Dixon  Entrance 
or  the  open  sea. — New  York  Science  Monthly. 


A  RUN  OF  ROACH. 


CURIOUS  SIGHT  ON  THE  YARRA. 


An  interesting  sight  on  the  Yarra  at  Abbotsford 
has  been  the  hundreds  of  anglers  who  assemble 
every  day  on  both  banks  of  the  river,  from  the 
Johnston  Street  bridge  upwards  to  Dight's  Falls, 
all  intent  on  roach  fishing.  It  is  an  event  repeated 
every  year  in  the  month  of  October,  and  the  great 
run  lasts  only  a  few  days,  though  the  fish  are  on  the 
move  for  about  three  weeks.  They  are  at  their 
best  from  Oct.  9  to  12,  although  then  really  out  of 
season  and  almost  useless  for  the  table,  where  they 
are  never  a  delicacy.  No  provision  has  been  maed 
for  their  protection  under  the  Fisheries  Act,  and 
they  are  really  not  worth  it.  The  habit  of  the  roach 
here,  as  in  England,  is  to  work  up  stream  against 
strong  rapids,  to  spawn  in  the  shallows  and  amongst 
the  water-weeds.  At  Abbotsford  tlieir  upward 
progress  is  early  checked  at  Dight's  Falls,  so  that 
for  a  little  space  the  river  becomes  literally  con- 
gested with  them.  They  have  in  some  instances 
been  taken  out  of  the  water  by  hand.  They  are  so 
thick  indeed  that  it  is  quite  the  custom — rather  the 
rule,  in  fact,  than  the  exception — to  foul-hook  one 
fish  in  striking  another.  One  of  the  most  expert 
anglers  on  the  river  landed  forty-four  fish  on 
Oct.  11,  and  only  four  of  them  were  "  fair-hooked," 


for  the  mouth  of  the  roach  ia  so  small  and  tender, 
and  they  bite  so  very  gently,  that  it  is  diflScult  to 
notice  the  move.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  use  the 
Irish  angler's  phrase  that  on  some  days  "  the 
wather  is  sthiff  wid  'em,"  and  there  are  so  few  weeds 
in  the  river  that  the  spawn  may  be  seen  floating 
about  or  left  high  and  dry  by  the  fall  of  the  tide. 
Were  they  of  any  value,  steps  would  be  taken  for 
their  protection  in  the  spawning  season.  As  it  is, 
they  afford  a  few  days'  exciting  sport  for  anglers. 
A  sight  even  more  remarkable  than  the  vast  shoaLs 
of  fish  is  the  shoal  of  fishers.  When  the  roach  are 
moving  at  their  thickest  the  banks  on  both  sides  are 
literally  lined  with  anglers  of  every  type,  from  the 
crack  fisherman  of  the  Abbotsford  Club  to  boys  with 
the  primeval  paling,  string,  and  pickle-cork  float. 
The  best  anglers  rather  despise  this  form  of  sport, 
but  cannot  resist  the_  temptation  of  feeling  a  good 
fish  on  the  rod,  for  they  are  singularly  even  in 
weight,  running  to  a  poufid  and  over,  the  best  day's 
fishing  to  one  rod  being  100  roach  weighing  1241b. 
In  fact,  one  class  of  anglers,  in  a  desire  to  make  a 
record,  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  bait  at  all,  but, 
using  four  or  five  large  hooks  bare,  simply  move  the 
line  about  in  the  water,  and  fouling  the  fish  as  they 
pass,  thus  gaffing  them  in  a  way,  without  first 
hooking  them.  On  Oct.  16  fewer  fish  were  being 
caught,  as  there  was  a  fairly  strong  flow  of  flood 
water  from  the  late  rains. 

In  appearance  they  stand  next  to  the  English 
trout  as  the  most  beautiful  fish  in  the  river.  In 
shape  like  a  bream,  they  are  covered  with  large 
silvery  scales,  something  in  the  form  of  a  fan,  and 
slightly  ribbed.  The  male  fish  have  a  hard,  homy 
knot  on  each  scale,  while  those  of  the  female  are 
smooth.  The  bright  silvery  colour,  with  the 
scarlet  under-fins,  makes  a  really  handsome  fish. 
The  small  mouths  of  these  roach  are  quite  bare  of 
teeth,  so  that  they  suck  in  the  bait  gently,  and 
masticate  it  well  down  the  throat  between  hard, 
bony  discs.  As  soon  as  the  spawning  is  over  the 
roach  return  to  the  deep  pools  lower  down  the  river, 
and  those  taken  in  winter  there  are  said  to  be  a  much 
improved  table  fish.  Before  leaving  the  spawning- 
grounds,  however,  they  appear  to  scour  themselves 
in  the  gravelly  shallows  ;  hence  the  bright  look  of 
the  fish  caught  on  their  way  down  stream.  Like 
many  of  the  migrating  birds,  their  movements  can 
be  timed  almost  to  a  day.  The  roach  were  not 
turned  down  like  most  of  the  other  acclimatised 
fish  in  the  Yarra,  but  found  their  way  there  by  pure 
chance.  A  number  of  pond  fish  were  kept  in  the 
old  Cremome  Gardens  at  Richmond  many  years 
ago,  but  a  flood  in  the  river  broke  away  the  pond, 
and  with  the  roach  went  also  some  black  carp  and 
Prussian  carp,  the  latter  one  of  the  best  of  pond 
and  table  fishes.  Although  the  black  carp  are 
fairly  plentiful  in  some  of  the  fresh-water  lagoons 
up  the  river,  it  is  not  quite  so  certain  that  the 
Prussian  variety  multiplied.  Few  people  realise 
how  well  stocked  the  despised  Yarra  is  with  good 
sporting  fish.  Beginning  with  Enghsh  trout,  some 
fme  fish,  up  to  121b.  weight,  have  been  already 
taken  close  to  the  city  tliis  season.  On  Siindays  a 
great  many  anglers  are  after  them.  A  little  later 
on  the  perch  fishing  is  also  excellent  to  those  who 
know  the  best  swims.  Above  the  falls,  past  the 
asylums,  and  towards  Wilsmere,  there  are  good  carp 
holes,  and  even  some  of  the  original  blackfish  still 
remain,  while  eels  are  very  plentiful.  Some  heavy 
Murray  cod  are  also  caught  occasionally,  but  there 
is  a  feeling  amongst  many  anglers  that  these  river 
scavengers  are  almost  as  destructive  to  other  fish 
as  cormorants.  Very  little  is  seen  now  of  the  gray- 
ling or  Yarra  herring,  which  years  ago  gave  such 
fina  sport,  but  there  is  a  hope  that  with  the  gradual 
clearing  of  the  river  they  may  return  again. — 
Melbourne  Argus. 


The  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  fob  Childeen' 
AND  Women,  Waterloo  Bridge-road  S.E.  —  An 
infants'  sterilised  milk  depot,  similar  to  that  already 
so  successfully  operated  at  Battersea,  is  about  to  be 
inaugui-ated  by  the  Lambeth  Borough  Council  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  for 
Children  and  Women.  Some  months  ago  this  insti- 
tution, which  is  now  being  rebuilt  and  enlarged, 
originated  the  scheme,  and  made  such  urgent  repre- 
sentations to  the  Lambeth  authorities  that  the 
matter  was  given  immediate  attention,  and  wiU 
shortly  become  an  accomphshed  fact,  and  action  in 
the  matter  wiU  be  taken  early  in  the  new  year,  the 
principle  having  already  been  adopted  by  the 
Council.  The  establishment  of  a  milk  depot  in 
Waterloo  Bridge-road  or  Stamford-street  should 
prove  an  inestimable  boon  to  the  overworked 
mothers  and  sickly  babes,  of  whom  thousands  are 
annually  restored  to  health  and  strength  by  the 
noble  efiorts  of  this  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital,  the 
work  of  which  has  been  so  well  known  in  the  metro- 
polis for  close  on  a  century. 
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"  The  possible  consequences  of  a  neglected  cold  are 
tor  the  doctors  what  purgatory  is  for  the  priests—a 
gold  mine." — Chamfort. 


Our  Lost  Property  Bureau  "  is  again  in  request 
A  member  of  the  C.  L.  P.  S.,  whilst  fishing  on  Tues- 
day last,  found  on  the  towpath  between  Brox- 
boiirne  and  Rye  House  a  pair  of  eye-glasses  ;  they 
will  be  returned  to  the  owner  if  he  will  write  des- 
cnbmg  the  same  to— Hon.  Sec.,  C.  L.  P.  S  Queen 
Anne's  Restaurant,  27,  Cheapside,  E.C 


Theee  was  a  regular  pack  at  the  Woolpack,  Ber- 
mondsey,  on  Monday  night,  when  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  AngHng  Society  had  a  house-warming 
at  their  new  headquarters.  A  "  Central  visit  "  wai 
T  °/  evening  with  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
(  Old  Izaak  )  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Messrs. 
Musgrave,  Elsmore,  Levien,  Geo.  Streeton,  and 
other  well-known  anglers.  The  "  roll  call  "  disclosed 
the  gratifymg  fact  that  thirty-three  clubs,  many 
distant  ones,  were  well  represented.  The  concert 
was  a  great  success,  and  Host  Shepherd  was  "  fairly 
m  his  element  "  with  a  host  of  anglers. 


A  VALUED  correspondent  at  Bristol  sends  me  a 
poem  written  by  his  boy  ten  years  old.  I  gladly 
find  room  for  it.  The  boy  was  taken  by  his  dad  to 
the  Cornish  Coast  last  September,  with  a  new  rod 
of  which  he  made  good  use.  The  dear  lad  sent 
.several  such  poems  home  to  his  mother— who  was 
ill— and  "  they  did  her  more  good  than  medicine." 
I  believe  it.  The  verses  are  a  sweet  "impression" 
from  nature,  and  have  carried  the  scent  of  the 
pine  woods  into  my  musty  den  : — 

By  the  River. 
When  I  go  down  to  the  river. 

With  a  fishing  rod  and  line. 
Then  I  hear  the  gentle  quiver 

Of  the  massive  oak  or  pine. 

In  the  autumn  breeze  they  nestle. 
And  their  crimson  leaves  fall  down. 

Oh  !  it's  nothing  like  the  bustle 
Which  there  is  in  any  town. 

First  in  this,  and  then  another. 
Branch  I  catch  that  tiresome  rod, 

Oh  !  I  wish  I  had  a  brother 

Who  would  with  me  onward  plod. 

Now,  at  last,  I  find  a  clearing. 
On  my  hook  a  worm  I  place. 

All  the  little  fish  are  jeering. 

But  they  won't  my  basket  grace. 

_  — F.  D. 

"Spare  Moments."  In  these  busy  times  it  is 
difficult  to  find  them,  but  all  can  get  "Spare 
Moments"  at  the  office  in  Fetter  Lane.  The 
Christmas  number  of  this  bright  periodical  is  full 
of  poetry,  stories,  and  illustrations.  "  A  Tale  of  an 
Old-Time  Chi-istmas,"  by  Walter  E.  Manning, 
makes  a  splendid  Christmas  recitation.  The  double 
number  is  but  twopence. 


Theee  has  undoubtedly  been  a  great  demand  for 
the  wonderful  packets  of  Christmas  cards  supplied 
by  Mr.  Blogg,  Raleigh  Park  Bazaar,  Brixton  Hill. 
I  am  not  surprised— beautiful  art,  wonderful  value 
for  money. 

I  HEAR  from  Mr.  G.  A.  W.  Griffiths,  of  the  Fren- 
sham  Pond,  Farnham,  Surrey,  that  the  proposed 
netting  and  drainage  of  which  I  wrote  a  week  or  two 
ago  will  not  come  off  this  season.  For  this  altera- 
tion of  arrangements  the  extraordinary  floods  may 
be  held  responsible.  However,  whatever  goes  on,  or 
is  put  off,  "  the  Pond  "  always  affords  good  sport 
and  repays  a  visit.  When  the  date  of  netting  is 
definitely  fixed  due  notice  will  be  given — for  the 
affair  is  sure  to  be  interesting. 


Mr.  Rowland  Ward  has  the  stuffed  skin  of  an 
801b.  salmon  in  his  window  in  Piccadilly.  The  fish 
was  caught  in  Vancouver. 


"  A  Whistling  Eel  has  been  discovered  recently 
in  the  Fiji  Islands.  It  whistles  only  when  it  is 
excited."  Then  why  should  the  eel  get  excited  ? 
1  never  whistle  when  I  am  excited,  although  confess 
to  a  little  chagrin  when,  a  small  boy,  assisting  at 
the  operation  known  as  stoning  the  plums,  I  was 
made  to  whistle  all  the  time. 


Little  boy,  who  has  been  chased  out  of  tho 
farmyard  by  a  turkey  :  "  All  right !  Just  wait  till 
Christmas,  and  I'll  knock  the  stuffing  out  of  you  !  " 

The  Southwark  Sea  Angling  Society  is  another 
candidate  for  favour  among  those  who  "  go  down  to 
the  sea  in  ships."  Its  headquarters  is  at  the  Duke 
of  Wurtemburg,  Hatfield-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E 
and  holds  its  meetings  every  Thursday  evening' 
^'''^  '^'^^^  ^^'^^  shown  recently,  including  a 
^ilb.  lobster,  taken  by  President  Bartlett.  All 
particulars  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Secretary,  Mr.  G.  Querney. 


A.  :  Only  think,  I  went  yesterday  to  catch 
crayfish.  I  groped  about  in  a  mud  hole  near  the 
river  bank  in  the  hope  of  finding  some.  But  judge 
of  my  terror  when  I  pulled  out  a  human  hand  all 
covered  with  blood  !  "  B.  :  "  Ciel  !  Of  course  you 
immediately  reported  the  fact  to  the  pohce  ?  "  A.  : 
'•  Ah,  bah  !  It  was  my  own  hand  that  a  crab  had 
nipped  with  its  claw  !  " 


Berliner:  "We  have  now  got  a  splendid  machine. 
At  the  top  you  throw  in  a  hare,  and  on  one  side 
there  comes  out  a  felt  hat  and  on  the  other  a  dish 
of  jugged  hare  !  "  Bavarian  :  "  That's  nothing.  In 
Munich  we  have  a  machine  where  you  put  in  the 
hops  at  one  side  and  on  the  other  they  pitch  out 
the  drunken  fellows." 


judges  have  passed  you.  There  are  two  sorts  of 
roaches,  mail  roaches  and  femail  roaches.  The 
femail  roaches  are  called  henroaches,  and  the  mails 
are  called  cockroaches.' 

*  *  *  *        ■  * 

"  Unlike  bream,  barbel,  tench,  and  carp,  which 
in  severe  wintry  weather  do  not  display  any 
encouraging  activity  in  the  commissariat  line,  the 
roach  is  a  winter  anglers  fish,  and  often  bites  right 
merrily,  especially  about  the  middle  of  the  day. 
Undoubtedly  one  of  the  finest  winter  baits  is  the 
tail  of  a  dew-worm,  and  perhaps  the  most  effective 
— if  repulsive  to  the  sentimental  angler — ground- 
bait  consists  of  such  worms  chopped  up  small,  and 
sparingly  cast  into  the  swim.  With  respect  to  this 
ground-bait,  however,  there  are  enthusiastic  York- 
shire roachers  who  object  to  its  use  in  such  rivers 
as  the  Wharfe,  Swale,  and  Derwent,  on  account  of 
its  collecting  such  a  crowd  of  ruffe  and  gudgeon  as 
to  be  a  positive  nuisance.  In  fine  clear  water 
gentles  or  small  red  worms  may  be  used  to  greater 
advantage,  and  the  bread  cube,  paste,  and  creed 
wheat  baits  at  times  take  well.  With  these  three 
last  hook-baits  a  ground-bait  of  bread  and  bran  is 
a_first-rate  appetiser  hard  to  beat." 


iFrom  "  Siiap-Sliots: 
Filling  the  Bill. 
Oh,  happy  bird!  a  truly  lovely  catch, 
A  terror  you  would  be  in  any  match, 
Alas!  poor  fish  so  much  against  your  will 
Brought  face  to  face  with  such  a  Christmas  Bill. 


'  In  the  correspondence  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,"  says  W.  C.  Platts  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly 
Post,  "  a  keen  three  or  four  cornered  duel  has  been 
merrily  going  on  for  a  few  weeks  on  the  question  of 
roach  fishing,  the  discussion  having  arisen  out  of  an 
article  on  '  Roach  Fishing.'  Now,  the  roach  is  to 
the  bottom-fisher  pretty  much  what  the  trout  is  to 
the  fly  man.  Sheffield,  of  course,  is  strong  on  roach 
fishing,  and  some  years  back  the  following  little 
essay  on  '  The  Roach  '  was  handed  to  me  as  the 
effort  of  a  Sheffield  urchin,  who  evidently  knew 
more  than  he  had  learnt  at  school : — '  The  roach  is 
a  fish  what  wins  lots  of  kopper  kettles  and  other 
prizes  when  you  can  katch  enuff  of  them.  Father 
has  won  six,  an  he  ses  he  knos  a  trick  what  will  win 
six  more  if  the  judges  don't  find  it  onto  Paste  is 
good  for  roach,  but  gentiles  is  better.  You  can 
make  gentiles  with  a  peace  of  raw  meat  an'  a  blo-fly. 
Father  got  the  butchi:r  to  make  sum  for  him  last 
week,  becos  when  he  makes  them  at  home  in  the 
backyard  the  nabors  complain  about  the  drains 
smelling  orful ;  an'  the  perlice  smelled  the  gentiles 
what  the  butcher  was  makin',  and  they  persecuted 
him  for  having  in  his  position  a  peace  of  meat  imfit 
for  human  konsumshun.  Sum  people  call  the  gentile 
a  maggit.  The  gentile  has  no  backbone,  and  is 
komposed  of  skin  an'  jews.  WJien  you  are  fishing 
for  a  prize  it  is  sinful  to  stick  bullets  an'  things  into 
the  fish  you  catch  to  make  them  weigh  heavier, 
becos  you  might  get  found  out  an'  be  diskwolified. 
Father  ses  if  you  have  tliin  carves  on  your  legs  the 
safest  way  is  to  put  two  roach  into  each  stockin' 
before  you  set  off,  because  they  won't  show  through 
your  trousers,  and  you  can  pertend  to  tie  your 
garter  an'  slip  them  into  your  basket  after  the 


The  deepest  abyss  in  the  sea,  lately  sounded,  just 
eastward  of  an  island  of  the  name  of  Guam,  by  the 
U.S.  cable  sliip  Nero,  extends  six  miles  below  the 
surface  of  the  Pacific.  Fishes  brought  from  this 
depth  explode  at  the  surface  of  the  sea,  as  a  result 
of  freedom  from  the  enormous  pressure  to  which 
they  are  accustomed.  If  I  were  to  lie  at  the  bottom 
of  this  abyss,  the  pressure  upon  each  square  foot  of 
my  body  would  be  equal  to  that  of  a  pillar  of  lead 
weighing  more  than  two  million  pounds.  I  shall 
not  try  it. 


Naboth's  Vineyard. 
My  neighbom-  hath  a  Uttle  field. 
Small  store  of  wine  its  presses  yield, 
And  truly  but  a  slender  hoard 
I  Its  harvest  brings  for  barn  or  board. 
Yet  though  a  hundred  fields  are  mine. 
Fertile  with  olive,  corn,  and  vine ; 
Though  Autumn  piles  my  garners  high,  ' 
Still  for  that  little  field  I  sigh. 
For  ah  !  methinks  no  otherwhere 
Is  any  field  so  good  and  fair. 
Small  though  it  be,  'tis  better  far 
Than  all  my  fruitful  vineyards  are. 
Amid  whose  plenty  sad  I  pine — 
"Ah,  would  that  little  field  were  mine!" 
Large  knowledge  void  of  peace  and  rest. 
And  wealth  with  pining  care  possest — 
These  by  my  fertile  lands  are  meant. 
That  Uttle  field  is  called  Content. 

— Scribner^a. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how  very  suddenly  the 
fly  makes  its  appearance.  As  you  are  standing  by 
the  water,  having  ever3rthing  ready  to  begin,  lazily 
smoking  a  cigar,  and  perhaps  beginning  to  think 
that  the  fly  will  not  make  its  appearance  at  all,  you 
are  suddenly  startled  by  hearing  a  good  large  fish 
rise,  and  before  you  can  seize  your  rod,  the  fish  are 
feeding  around  you  in  every  direction  upon  the  flies 
which  have  just  made  their  appearance,  and  which 
may  now  be  seen  floating  down  the  stream  in  great 
numbers.  In  a  moment  all  is  life  and  bustle  ;  but 
it  will  cease  as  unexpectedly  as  it  began,  and  the 
stream  will  again  become  as  dull  and  lifeless  as  it 
had  been  previously  to  the  fly  coming  on.  The 
wings  of  all  the  winter  flies  are  set  perpendicularly 
on  their  shoulders,  and  they  all  have  whisks  at  the 
tail  like  the  May  Fly  and  the  Duns  ;  in  fact,  I  believe 
they  are  all  of  them  Duns  with  their  winter  clothing 
on,  and  you  will  find  them  continually  varying  their 
shades.  I  have  never  seen  any  of  these  winter  flies 
on  the  wing  ;  whenever  I  have  observed  them  they 
have  always  been  floating  on  the  water,  with  their 
wings  erect  on  the  back,  and  the  grayling  suck  them 
in  as  they  float  down  the  stream.  Whether  these 
flies  are  hatched  at  the  bottom  of  the  river  or  on 
the  sedge  and  reeds  at  the  side,  I  am  not  naturalist 
enough  to  venture  to  express  an  opinion. — From 
"  Fly  fishing  in  Salt  and  Fresh  Water,"  1851.  (Out 
of  print.) 


First  Angler:  "Do  you  see  Bounder  fishing 
there?  Does  he  belong  to  any  club  ?"  Second 
Angler  :  "  Yes  !  Why  ?  "  First  Angler  :  "  Well,  he 
doesn't  behave  as  if  h§  belonged  to  a  club."  Second 
Angler  :  "  No  !  he  invariably  behaves  as  if  the  club 
— and  the  earth — belonged  to  him." 

Although  I  have  granted  you  this  interview," 
said  a  pompous  new  office-holder  in  New  York,  "  I 
don't  want  people  to  think  I'm  in  the  habit  of 
talking  for  publication."  "  They  won't,"  replied  the 
reporter,  "  when  they  see  these  remarks  in  print !  " 

Dbagket. 
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CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  tickets  to  the 
East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend, 
Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton, 
etc.),  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and 
their  other  London  and  Suburban  stations,  there 
will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  24,  to  most  of  the  above  stations  ;  also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham, 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss,  Wood- 
bridge,  Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other  places 
in  the  eastern  counties :  also  vid  the  Cathedral 
route  to  Spalding,  I^ncoln,  Edwinstowe,  Chester- 
field, Hull,  Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Manchester, 
York,  Leeds,  Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wakefield, 
Durham,  Newcastle,  and  other  stations  in  the 
northern  counties  ;  also  on  Dec.  24  and  31  cheap 
bookings  to  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  etc.  Cheap  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets 
are  issued  by  all  trains  to  most  of  the  country 
stations  in  the  eastern  counties  every  Saturday. 
Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc.)  can  be  obtained 
in  advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station,  and  at  the 
company's  various  City,  West  End,  and  other 
Booking  Offices.  Relieving  trains  will  precede 
some  of  the  trains  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc., 
on  Dec.  23,  24,  25,  27,  and  28.  On  Thursday, 
Dee.  24,  special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
8.10  a.m.  for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  etc.  ; 
at  8.57  a.m.  for  Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich, 
etc. ;  at  1.30  p.m.  for  Colchester,  Clacton,  Ipswich, 
Norwich,  Cromer,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowe- 
stoft; at  7.10  p.m.  for  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Diss,  Norwich,  etc. ;  at  9.25  p.m.  for 
Southend.  Colchester,  Ipswich,  etc.  ;  and  for  the 
accommodation  of  those  detained  at  business  until 
late  in  the  evening  midnight  trains  will  leave 
Liverpool -street  at  12.20  for  Yarmouth  and  Lowe- 
stoft vid  Ipswich  ;  at  12.25  for  Cambridge,  Norwich, 
Fakenham,  and  Wells  ;  and  at  12.40  for  Colchester, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and 
Norwich,  all  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations.  On  Christmas  Day  trains  will  be  run  as 
on  Sundays,  with  certain  additions.  Relieving 
trains  will  precede  soma  of  the  morning  trains. 
Special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  at 
5.8  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  and  at  9.4  a.m.  to  Yarmouth 
and  Lowestoft  vid  Ipswich,  both  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  Special  trains  will 
also  be  run  on  many  of  the  branch  lines  in  connec- 
tion with  trains  to  and  from  London.  On  Boxing 
Day  the  train  services  will  be  considerably  altered 
some  of  the  trains  being  cancelled  or  modified.  On 
Sunday,  Dec.  27,  and  Monday,  Dec.  28,  additional 
and  relieving  trains  will  be  run  from  the  country 
stations  to  London.  Senders  of  Christmas  hampers 
and  parcels  are  requested  to  fasten  the  address  to 
each  package  securely,  and  as  an  additional  pre- 
caution against  loss  and  delay,  are  recommended  to 
put  another  address  of  the  consignee  inside  each 
package,  also  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  ANTD  CHATHAM  RAILWAY, 
On  Thursday,  Dec.  24,  third  class  cheap  return 
tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain 
trains  before  noon  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  Bexhil],  St. 
Leonards,  Hastings,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme 
Bay-,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs, 
Rtunsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
stone, Shorncliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New 
Romney.  These  tickets  will  be  available  for  the 
return  journey,  Dec.  25  to  28  inclusive.  Week-end 
cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  on  Dec.  25,  26,  and  27 
as  usual,  but  not  available  for  return  journey  prior 
to  Dec.  27.  On  Christmas  Eve  a  fast  late  train 
will  be  run  to  Chatham,  Sittingbourne,  Sheerness, 
Faversham,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington^ 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Canter- 
bury, Walmer,  Deal,  and  Dover,  leaving  Victoiia 
at  12.25  midnight,  and  Holborn  at  12.20  mid- 
night. A  similar  train  will  also  be  run  on 
Christmas  Eve  to  Chislehurst,  Sevenoaks,  Tun- 
bridge Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Ashford, 
Canterbury,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  and 
J>)ver,  leavmg  Charing  Cross  at  12.55  midnight, 
Waterloo  1.0  a.m..  Cannon-street  1.6,  London  Bridge 
1.12,  and  New  Cross  at  1.19  a.m.  Week-end  cheap 
tickets  will  be  issued  by  these  trains.  Special  cheap 
return  tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  to  Mar- 
seilles, Hyeres,  Cannes,  Grasse,  Nice,  Monte  Carlo, 
Mentone  and  other  stations  on  the  French  Riviera, 
vtd  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  leaving  Charing  Cross 
at  2.15  p.m.  on  Dec.   23.    Cheap  excursions  will 


also  run  from  London  to  Paris,  vid  Dover-Calais 
and  Folkestone-Boulogne,  on  Dec.  21,  22,  23,  and 
24  ;  also  from  London  to  Brussels  via  Dover-Calais, 
Folkestone-Boulogne,  and  Dover-Ostend  from  Dec. 
21  to  26  inclusive.  On  Christmas  Day  several 
extra  trains  will  run,  but  the  ordinary  services  will 
be  as  on  Sundays.  On  Boxing  Day  cheap  panto- 
mime excursions  will  be  run  from  the  principal 
stations  to  London,  returning  about  midnight. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Monday,  Dec.  21. — -The  12.15  noon  train  from 
Euston  will  be  divided.  The  first  portion,  convey- 
ing passengers  for  Liverpool  only,  will  not  call  at 
Crewe.  A  special  express  train  will  leave  Euston  at 
6.25  p.m.  for  Holyhead.  This  train  will  call  at 
Rugby,  Nuneaton,  Crewe,  and  Chester  only.  A 
special  Irish  mail  express  train  will  leave  Euston  at 
8.43  p.m.  for  Holyhead.  This  train  will  not  call  at 
any  intermediate  station  between  Euston  and  Holy- 
head Mail  Pier.  Tuesday,  Dec.  22. — A  special 
express  train  will  leave  Euston  at  12.0  noon  for 
Birmingham,  calling  at  Willesden  and  Coventry  only. 
The  12.15  noon  train  from  Euston  will  be  divided. 
The  first  portion,  conveying  passengers  for  Liverpool 
only,  will  not  call  at  Crewe.  The  4.15  p.m.  from 
Euston  will  be  divided — the  first  portion  leaving  at 
4.10  p.m.,  conveying  passengers  for  Welshpool, 
Bangor,  and  Blackpool  ;  the  second  portion  will 
leave  at  4.16  p.m.,  and  convey  passengers  for  Liver- 
pool only.  A  special  express  train  will  leave  Euston 
at  6.25  p.m.  for  Holyhead.  This  train  will  call  at 
Rugby,  Nuneaton,  Crewe,  and  Chester  only.  A 
special  Irish  mail  express  train  will  leave  Euston  at 
8.43  p.m.  for  Holyhead.  This  train  will  not  call  at 
any  intermediate  station  between  Euston  and  Holy- 
head Mail  Pier.  Wednesday,  Dec.  23. — A  special 
express  train  will  leave  Euston  at  12.0  noon  for 
Birmingham,  calling  at  Willesden  and  Coventry  only. 
The  12.15  noon  train  from  Euston  will  be  divided. 
The  first  portion,  conveying  passengers  for  Liverpool 
only,  will  not  call  at  Crewe.  The  4.15  p.m.  from 
Euston  will  be  divided — the  first  portion,  leaving  at 
4.10  p.m.,  conveying  passengers  for  Welshpool, 
Bangor,  and  Blackpool  ;  the  second  portion  will 
leave  at  4.16  p.m.,  and  convey  passengers  for 
Liverpool  only.  A  special  express  train  will  leave 
Euston  at  8.43  p.m.  for  Holyhead.  This  train  will 
call  at  Rugby,  Nuneaton,  Crewe,  and  Chester  only. 
A  special  Irish  mail  express  train  will  leave  Euston 
at  8.43  p.m.  for  Holyhead.  This  train  will  not  call 
at  any  intermediate  station  between  Euston  and 
Holyhead  Mail  Pier.  Thursday,  Dec.  24. — A  special 
express  train  will  leave  Euston  at  12.0  noon  for  Bir- 
mingham, calling  at  Willesden  and  Coventry  only. 
The  12.15  noon  train  from  Euston  will  be  divided. 
The  first  portion,  conveying  passengers  for  Liverpool 
only,  will  not  call  at  Crewe.  A  special  train  will 
leave  Euston  at  1.5  p.m.  for  Leighton,  calling  at 
Chalk  Farm,  Kilbum,  Willesden,  and  all  stations 
bej'ond.  The  4.15  p.m.  from  Euston  will  be  divided 
— the  first  portion  leaving  at  4.10  p.m.,  conveying 
passengers  to  Welshpool,  Bangor,  and  Blackpool  ; 
the  second  portion  will  leave  at  4.16  p.m.,  and 
convey  passengers  for  Liverpool  only.  A  special 
express  train  will  leave  Euston  at  4.25  p.m.  for  Bir- 
mingham and  W^olverhampton,  calling  at  North- 
ampton, Coventry,  and  Dudley  Port  only.  The 
5.30  p.m.  from  Euston  will  be  divided — the  first 
portion,  leaving  at  5.28  p.m.,  conveying  passengers 
for  Manchester  and  Birkenhead  ;  the  second  portion 
will  leave  Euston  at  5.32  p.m.,  and  will  be  for  Liver- 
pool only.  The  12.0  night  train  from  Euston,  due 
Warrington  at  5.15  a.m.  on  Christmas  Day,  Dec.  25, 
will  be  extended  from  Warrington  to  Preston,  calling 
at  Wigan.  Certain  of  the  residential  trains  will  be 
discontinued  on  this  date.  Christmas  Day,  Friday, 
Dec.  25. — On  Christmas  Day  the  trains  will  be  run 
as  on  Sundays,  with  some  exceptions  and  additions. 
Saturday  (Bank  Holiday),  Dec.  26. — Several  of  the 
residential  morning  and  evening  trains  will  be  sus- 
pended on  this  date,  and  some  of  the  maiii  line 
express  trains  will  also  be  discontinued.  Sunday, 
Dec.  27. — A  special  train  will  leave  Euston  at 
6.50  p.m.  for  Northampton,  calling  at  Willesden, 
Harrow,  Watford,  Boxmoor,  Berkhampsted, 
Leighton,  Bletchley,  Wolverton,  and  Castlethorpe. 
Special  trains  will  leave  Euston  at  8.55  p.m.  and 
10.25  p.m.  for  Watford,  calling  at  all  stations.  For 
further  particulars  see  the  special  announcements 
at  the  stations  and  town  offices. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Special  cheap  excursions  from  London  (Waterloo) 
and  certain  suburban  stations  as  follows: — To 
Paris,  vid  Southampton,  Havre,  and  Rouen  on 
Dec.  21,  22,  23,  and  24  for  fourteen  days,  or  less. 
Return  fares,  first,  39s.  3d.  ;  second,  30s.  3d.  ;  third, 
26s.  To  Guernsey  and  Jersey  on  Dec.  23  for  fifteen 
days,  or  less.  Additional  and  late  trains,  conveying 
passengers  at  ordinary  fares,  will  leave  Waterloo 
Station  as  follows  : — At  9.50  p.m.  for  Weymouth, 


etc.,  on  Dec.  22,  23,  24,  and  26.  On  Wednesday, 
Dec.  23. — At  12.45*  midnight  for  Salisbury,  Exeter, 
Crediton,  Okehampton,  Tavistock,  Devonport,  Ply- 
mouth, Bideford,  Barnstaple,  llfracombe,  Exmouth, 
and  other  stations  in  Devon.  On  Thursday.Dec.  24, 
— At  5.45  p.m.  and  1.20*  midnight  for  Salisbury, 
Exeter,  Crediton,  Okehampton,  Tavistock,  Devon- 
port,  Plymouth,  and  certain  intermediate  stations. 
At  5.50  p.m.  and  1.0*  midnight  for  Exmouth 
Branch,  also  for  Barnstaple,  Bideford,  llfracombe, 
Torrington,  and  other  North  Devon  stations 
At  10.35*  p.m.  for  Salisbury,  Yeovil  Junction, 
Exeter,  etc.,  also  Chard,  Lyme  Regis,  Seaton,  Bud- 
leigh  Salterton,  Sidmouth,  and  Exmouth  branches. 
At.  10.40*  p.m.  for  Basingstoke,  Andover  Junction, 
Salisbury,  Semley,  Templecombe,  Bath,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Radstockj'Sherbome,  Yeovil,  etc.  At  12.40* 
midnight  for  Salisbury,  Exeter,  Bude,  Holsworthy, 
Launceston,  Camelford,  Wadebridge,  Padstow, 
Bodmin,  etc.  At  10.5*  p.m.  for  Basingstoke,  East- 
leigh,  Brockenhurst,  Christchurch,  Poole,  Bourne- 
mouth, Swanage,  Dorchester,  Portland,  Weymouth, 
etc.  At  10.20  p.m.  for  Bentley,  Alton,  etc.  On 
Christmas  Day. — At  5.50  a.m.  for  Southampton 
West,  Brockenhurst,  Bournemouth,  Poole,  Christ - 
church,  Dorchester,  Portland,  Weymouth,  etc.  At 
5.55  a.m.  for  Exeter,  Tavistock,  Devonport,  Ply- 
mouth, llfracombe,  Bideford,  Barnstaple,  Torring- 
ton, Honiton,  Axminster,  Yeovil,  Salisbury,  etc.  At 
7.55  a.m.  for  Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  Botley, 
Fareham,  Gosport,  Portsmouth,  Romsey,  Isle  of 
Wight,  Eastleigh,  Winchester,  Southampton,  Fam- 
borough.  At  7.55*  a.m.  and  12.0  noon  for  Lyming- 
ton,  Yarmouth,  etc.  For  full  particulars  of  special 
arrangements,  altered  working  of  ordinary  trains, 
etc.,  during  the  Holidays  see  bills,  programmes,  etc., 
obtainable  at  all  the  company's  London  offices  and 
stations,  or  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Superintendent 
of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Central  Railway  Company  have  Issued 
an  A.B.C.  programme  of  their  excursion  arrange- 
ments for  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  holidays  from 
London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and 
metropolitan  stations  to  all  the  principal  towns  in 
the  Midlands,  North  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland.  The  guide  contains  complete  information 
as  to  times  of  starting,  fares,  dates,  and  times  of 
retum,  etc.,  for  any  station  (alphabetically  ar- 
ranged). The  facilities  are  very  comprehensive. 
Copies  can  be  obtained  free  on  application  at  Mary- 
lebone Station  or  at  any  of  the  company's  towTi 
offices  and  agencies.  The  company  have  also  made 
complete  arrangements  for  the  collection,  quick 
transit,  and  prompt  delivery  of  Christmas  packages 
in  all  the  chief  towns  on  their  system.  Frequent 
collections  of  parcels  will  be  made  at  the  receiving 
offices  in  London  and  other  large  centres,  and  the 
traffic  will  be  despatched  by  the  first  available  trp.in 
after  receipt.  Special  trains  will  be  run,  and 
through  vans  attached  to  the  principal  express  and 
mail  trains  to  accommodate  the  traffic.  Reduced 
through  rates  are  now  in  operation. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
On  Thursday,  Dec.  24,  the  6.30  p.m.  from  Pad- 
dington  to  Plymouth  will  be  extended  to  Falmouth 
and  Penzance,  and  the  12.0  midnight  from  Peidding- 
ton  will  convey  passengers  to  Kingsbridge,  Wade- 
bridge, Fowey,  and  Newquay  Branches.  Special 
train?  will  leave  Paddington  as  follows :  Thui  sday, 
Dec.  24.— 1.0  night,  for  Swindon,  Bath,  Bristol, 
Taunton.  Exeter,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Newpoit, 
Cardiff,  Swansea,  etc.  Christmas  Day. — 5.30  a.m.. 
for  Reading,  Swindon,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham, 
Hereford,  Cardiff,  Swansea,  Bath,  Bristol,  Weston - 
Super-Mare,  Taunton,  Exeter,  Torquay,  Plymouth. 
Penzance,  Trowbiidge,  Frome,  Yeovil,  Bridport, 
Dorchester,  AVeymouth,  etc.  5.35  a.m.,  for  Oxford, 
Banbury,  Leamington,  Birmingham,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, Worcester,  Malvern,  Kidderminster,  etc.  For 
full  particulars  of  special  and  excursion  trains,  see 
pamphlets.  Several  through  expresses  from  and  t  ) 
London  will  not  run  on  the  Bank  Holiday,  and 
certain  local  trains  will  be  discontinued  during  the 
holiday?.  Tickets,  pamphlets,  and  particulars  of 
week-end  bookings  obtainable  at  the  company's 
stations  and  town  offices. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS; 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

21,844.  J.  McRae  and  G.  T.  Temple,  18,  Bucking- 
ham-street, Strand.  Improvements  in 
display  slabs  and  preservers,  principally 
for  fish,  game,  and  poultry. 

*  Convey  third-class  passengerai» 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


December  19,  1903 


^Tofc5  from  il)c  WovU). 

The  spawning  season  is  well  over  on  the  upper 
reach9s,  and  seldom  has  such  a  good  one  been  ex- 
perienced. On  every  hand  one  hears  of  plenty  of 
fish,  even  on  the  side  streams, 

Mr.  Lament,  Fisherman-in-Chief  to  H.R.H.  th_ 
Duchess  of  Fife,  says  that  the  fish  are  now  on  the 
move  seawards.  He  has  seen  a  good  few  dead  ones, 
but  not  so  many  as  on  some  previous  seasons. 

Mr.  Oskar  Radvaner,  a  Roumanian  student,  is 
"doing  "  the  world  on  foot.  Last  week  we  had 
him  in  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Dundee,  and  Aber- 
deen. He  spent  Sunday  at  Balmoral,  "  doing " 
Crathie  Church  in  the  morning,  and  shooting  over 
the  King's  preserves  in  the  afternoon. 

"Not  guilty !"  said  Walter  Fenton  to  a  charge 
of  poaching  on  the  Dee  above  the  old  bridge,  along 
with  the  two  Smiths,  brothers,  from  the  slums.  But 
"  Wattie,"  as  Walter  is  called  when  addressed  by  his 
pet  name,  had  been  fondling  a  salmon  too  closely 
by  the  tail  when  caught,  and  so  had  to  stump  up 
£3  and  expenses.  Of  course  they  had  no  money, 
and  are  doing  time. 


The  estate  of  Alderstan,  East  Lothian,  has  been 
sold  to  Mr.  Rae,  Aberdeen,  for  £12,600. 


Man-eating  sharks,  which  have  not  been  seen  in 
the  Baltic  for  over  a  century,  have  again  made 
their  presence  felt  thsre,  and  are  giving  the  German 
and  Danish  fishermen  considerable  trouble. 


Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar's  youngest  son, 
Mr.  Hobart  Brooks  J'arquhar,  is  getting  married  to 
Ada  Violet,  second  daughter  of  Sir  John  Wolfe 
Barry,  K.C.B.,  at  Westminster,  on  the  14th  prox. 

The  gallant  old  salt  is  the  king's  oldest  neighbour 
on  Deeside,  and  the  father  of  the  fraternity  in  the 
north.    He  is  close  on  ninety  years  of  age. 

The  rivers  are  in  flood,  and  a  fine  open  season  is 
being  experienced.  This  will  hasten  to  clear  out  the 
kelts,  but  do  little  to  augment  the  winter's  snows 
among  the  hills. 


Glenmuick,  Deeside,  has  been  let  to  Mr.  Dennes, 
Liverpool,  who  has  had  Glencallater  for  the  past 
dozen  years  or  so.  He  has  taken  a  considerable 
lease  from  Sir  Allan  Mackenzie.  The  King,  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  party  shot  over  the  ground  last  fall. 

Mr.  Duncan  writes  from  the  Cabrach  :  "  This  is  a 
terrible  place  in  winter.  I  am  snowed  up.  The 
poaching  fever  has  subsided,  the  '  hands  '  are  too 
lazy  to  go  out  in  this  weather.  This  place  reminds 
me  of  the  Arctic  ;  it  is  Greenland  in  reality,  quite 
unlike  Deeside  or  Speyside — nothing  but  snow  and 
ic3  and  the  stillness  of  death.      Special  Scotch. 


THE  EARL  OF  GALLOWAY'S  FISHINGS. 

The  record  was  closed  by  Lord  Kyllachy  in  an 
action  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  others  against 
Colonel  the  Hon.  Walter  John  Stewart,  late  of 
12th  Royal  Lancers,  Mire  House,  Keswick,  as 
trustee  and  executor  of  the  late  Earl  of  Galloway. 
The  late  earl,  who  died  on  Feb.  7,  1901,  leased  to  the 
pursuers  the  salmon  and  other  fishings,  both  net  and 
rod,  in  the  Rivers  Cree  and  Minnick  and  in  the  burns 
Trool  and  Penkiln,  subject  to  certain  exceptions  and 
reservations,  for  twenty-one  years  from  1 900  at  the 
annual  rent  of  £350.  The  lease  set  forth  that  the 
fishings  were  to  be  possessed  and  worked  by  the 
pursuers  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  members 
of  the  Cree  Salmon  Angling  Association,  of  which 
the  pursuers  were  members.  In  order  that  the  fish- 
ing might  be  restricted  to  rod-fishing,  the  pursuers 
leased  the  net-fishings  from  the  proprietors  and 
tacksmen  at  a  rent  of  £390  per  annum.  Since  the 
granting  of  the  lease  they  had  expended  large  sums, 
and  given  much  personal  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  fishings.  Shortly  after  the  present  earl 
succeeded  he  raised  an  action  in  the  Court  of  Session, 
and  secured  reduction  of  the  lease  on  the  ground 
that  the  late  earl,  as  heir  of  entail  in  possession,  had 
no  power  without  the  authority  of  the  Court  to  bind 
the  succeeding  heirs  of  entail  bythe  lease.  Theobject 
the  pursuers  had  in  \  iew  in  leasing  the  vaiious 
fishings — namely,  of  increasing  the  stock  of  fish  and 
improving  the  rod-fishing — was  defeated  by  the  re- 
duction, and  the  expenditure  which  they  incurred 
on  the  faith  of  the  lease  has  been  rendered  valueless. 
In  this  action  the  pursuers  conclude  for  payment  of 
£646  16s,  5d,  of  damages,  and  for  declarator  that 


defender  is  bound  to  relieve  them  of  all  claims  which 
ma'y  be  made  in  connection  with  the  rents  of  Machor- 
more  and  Carsewillock  fishings,  amounting  to  £1485, 
or  otherwise  to  pay  a  further  sura  of  £230,  pleading 
that  as  the  late  earl  bound  himself  to  warrant  the 
lease  they  are  entitled  to  repayment  out  of  his 
estate  of  the  expenses  and  outlays  to  which  they 
had  been  put.  The  defender  pleads  that  the  late 
earl,  having  on  a  sound  construction  of  the  lease  and 
of  the  clause  of  warrandice  foimded  on,  only  war- 
ranted the  pursuers  against  eviction  during  his  own 
life,  or  from  his  own  act  or  deed,  the  action  shoidd  be 
dismissed,  as  also  because  the  sums  sued  for  were  not 
damage  or  loss  directly  sustained  or  necessarily 
arising  from  the  reduction  of  the  lease.  The  plead" 
ings  were  sent  to  the  procedure  roll. 

Counsel  for  Pursuers— Mr.  C.  Kincaid  Mackenzie, 
K.C.,  and  Mr.  Pitman.  Agents— J.  and  F.  Ander 
son,  W.  S. 

Counsel  for  Defender— The  Solicitor-General 
K.C.,  and  Mr.  Blackburn.  Agents— Russell  and 
Dunlop,  W.  S.— Glasgow  Herald. 


WEST  OF  IRELAND  NOTES. 


^  Angling  opens  on  the  Garvogne  or  Sligo  on  New 
Year's  Day,  but  as  angling  during  the  month  of 
January  is  hmited  to  the  tidal  portions  it  is  seldom 
indulged  in,  and  permission  from  the  lessee,  Mr. 
Charles  Petiil,  Liverpool,  is  necessary.  Already 
clean-run  salmon  are  running  up  from  the  Atlantic. 
They  run  from  81b.  to  101b.  in  the  opening  month. 
The  waters  above  the  tide  open  on  Feb.  1.  Last 
season  there  was  a  decided  improvement  in  fishing 
on  the  Bonet,  the  chief  tributary  of  Lough  Gill. 
In  the  coming  season  of  1904,  the  Corrib  will  be 
fished  under  the  same  conditions  as  last  year.  A 
season  rod  from  Feb.  1  to  Sopt.  30  costs  GOguineas; 
Feb.  to  May,  30  guineas  ;  June  to  Sept.,  40  guineas  ; 
joint  rod  for  two  season  anglers,  70  guineas  ;  whilst 
day  tickets  run  from  10s.  to  20s.  according  to  the 
time  of  the  year.  The  angler  has  the  right  of  re- 
taining one-third  of  the  fish  caught.  The  late 
season's  catch  was  727  salmon  and  peal,  and  the 
top  fish  weighed  25ilb.  The  largest  bag  by  a 
single  rod  was  145  fish,  and  another  angler  in  July 
caught  30  fish  in  eight  days,  and  the  best  single 
day's  bag  was  eight  fish.  In  Mayo  there  were  fewer 
cases  of  poaching  reported  this  close  season.  It  is  a 
pity,  however,  that  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  is 
not  more  utilised  for  protection  dutv.  A  couple  of 
policemen  would  be  worth  half  a  'dozen  ordinary 
water  bailiffs.  j.  a.  B. 


NORAVICH  ANGLING  CLUB. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  club  was  held 
recently  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich.  The  menu 
card,  as  usual,  was  a  work  of  art.  Mr.  J.  Howard 
Dakin  presided,  supported  by  a  large  and  influential 
company.  After  the  dinner,  which  was  excellently 
served  by  Mr.  Down,  a  capital  musical  programme 
and  toast  list  were  gone  through,  the  musical  portion 
of  which  was  sustained  by  Miss  Elsia  Lancum, 
Messrs.  Harry  Haylett,  Winsor  Bishop,  H.  Mower, 
A.  R.  Bush,  R.  V.  Reyner,  and  George  Cubitt.  Mr. 
Frank  Flowers  acted  as  accompanist.  After  the 
usual  loyal  toasts,  Mr.  B.  B.  Morgan  proposed 
"The  Mayor,  Sheriff,  and  Corporation  of  Norwich." 
The  Sheriff,  in  responding,  observed  that  the  cor- 
poration had  their  representatives  engaged  in  the 
management  of  the  river,  and  in  looking  after  those 
affairs  which  affected  them  as  angleis.  He  raised 
his  glass  with  respect  to  Norwich  as  the  capital  of 
one  of  the  best  counties  for  sport  that  they  could 
find  in  the  whole  of  England.  Mr.  C.  Daniels,  in 
proposing  the  "Yare  and  Bure  Preservation 
Society,"  spoke  of  the  advantages  of  Norwich  from 
a  piscatorial  point  of  view.  They  had  a  stream 
abounding  in  coarse  fish  absolutely  free  to  everyone 
who  took  the  trouble  to  go  and  catch  them.  The 
society  had  been  productive  of  an  enormous  amount 
of  good  in  the  district  by  the  free  fishing  bringing 
visitors  to  the  town.  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd  lespondcd. 
He  regretted  that  the  society  was  in  such  a  poor 
condition  financially  at  the  ptesent  tim-,  but  he 
hoped  that  after  March  by  a  reduction  of  expenses 
they  would  be  able  to  carry  it  on  and  increase  their 
funds  again.  Mr.  G.  P.  Warren  proposed  "The 
Norwich  Angling  Club  "  in  a  very  humorous  speech. 
He  said  he  believed  he  was  right  in  saying  that  that 
worthy  amalgamation  of  anglers  consisted  of  thirty 
members,  and  that  it  was  kept  to  that  select 
number  of  thirty  because  it  was  such  a  very  great 
difficulty  to  find  more  than  thirty  truthful  men  in 
the  city.  Mr.  Winsor  Bishop  responded.  The 
remaining  toasts  were  "The  Cup  Winners,"  "The 
President,"  "The  'Visitors,"  "  The  Vice-President," 
etc.,  and  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

HOW  TO  MEASURE  FISH  TO  CALCULATE 
ITS  WEIGHT. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  readers  of  your 
valuable  paper  tell  me  how  to"  measure  a  fish  in 
order  to  calculate  its  weight  ?  There  is  formula 
which  works  out  nearly  exactly— that  is,  to  within 
an  ounce  or  so,  if  the  measurements  are  properly 
taken.  The  formula  is  :  length  -f  J  length  x  square 
of  girth  in  inches  divided  by  1000.     Or  to  put  it 

shortly 


X  G^ 


1000 

I  remember  using  this  formula  some  years  ago  in 
Ireland,  and  finding  that  it  worked  very  accurately. 
But  what  I  cannot  remember  is  how  to  measure 
length,  whether  it  is  extreme  length  from  snout  to 
tip  of  tail,  from  eye  to  fork  of  tail,  or  from  snout  to 
fork  of  tail. 

For  example,  the  formula  worked  out  on  Colonel 
Cunliffe's  big  salmon  of  561b.,  reported  in  your 
issue  of  Oct.  24,  makes  the  fish  weigh  just  over 
621b.  The  length  is  given  as  50in.  (4ft.  2in.),  and 
girth  as  30|in.  {2ft.  6|in.).  Applying  the  formula, 
we  get 

(50  -f  ^  50)  X  (30^)' 


200  ^  61 

3"  ^  2 


1000 

1_ 
iooo 


3721 
60 


62-Ollb. 


The  crux  is  how  to  measure  the  length.  I  have 
tried  to  test  it  in  practice  here,  but  I  have  not  caught 
any  fish  sufficiently  large  to  come  to  any  conclusion. 
The  fish  must  weigh  at  least  51b.,  I  think,  before 
the  formula  can  be  checked  properly. — Yours  truly, 

MuUaittiva,  Ceylon.  R.  A.  G.  Festing. 

SALMON-NETTING    AND  ANGLING 
INTERESTS   ON  THE  TWEED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  never  read  a  much  more  one- 
sided article  than  that  in  the  Berwick  Advertiser  of 
Nov.  27  on  the  above  subject,  which  is  quoted  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  is  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  angling  rentals  on  the  Dee  have  gone  up 
solely  on  account  of  the  nets  in  the  middle  district 
having  been  bought  up  ;  this,  no  doubt,  has  im- 
proved the  fishing,  but  the  principal  reason  the 
rents  have  increased  is  because  the  value  of  all 
salmon  angling  has  gone  up  enormously  in  the  last 
thirty  years  or  so  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of 
grouse  moors  have.  If  there  is  any  increase  in  the 
number  of  fish  the  nets  benefit  as  well  as  the  rods, 
but  the  owners  of  the  nets,  who,  in  my  opinion,  hav'e 
the  least  right  of  anybody  to  the  fish,  as  they  own 
neither  the  sea  nor  the  spawning  grounds,  want  to 
have  everything  their  own  way. 

It  is  also,  I  see,  suggested  that  a  month  should  be 
taken  off  the  angling  period  at  the  end  of  the  season. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  rod  fishermen  will  be  quite 
agreeable  if  a  month  is  taken  off  the  netting  period 
in  the  spring  to  match. — Yours  truly. 

Fair  Play, 

TRAILING  OR  POT-HUNTING,  ETC, 
Dear  Sir, — The  "  Boston  Bittern  "  is  booming 
again.  I  must  have  another  shot  at  him.  He  owns 
to  having  caught  fish  by  "  fair  means  and  foul." 
There  is  such  a  selfish  "  dog-in-the-manger  "  spirit 
shown  in  the  two  letters  of  "  Boston  Bittern,"  re- 
minding me  of  a  letter  published  some  two  years 
since  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  from  a  correspondent, 
this  gentleman  stating  there  was  good  sport  with 
trout  in  Lough  Corrib  for  the  fly-fisher  and  abun- 
dance of  pike  and  perch  for  the  troller.  "  Boston 
Bittern,"  with  fishing  experience  of  forty-five  years, 
during  wliich  time  he  owns  to  having  caught  trout 
by  foul  means,  taking  upon  liimself  to  be  com- 
petent to  judoe  between  the  two  different 
methods  of  angling  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
ridiculous.  Fancy  comparing  cross-lining  and 
the  use  of  the  otter  to  fair  trolUng.  Every 
angler  knows  that  fly-fishing  as  well  as  trailing  can 
be  carried  on  in  an  imfair  way  and  consequently 
under  unsportsmanlike  conditions — to  wit,  when 
the  fly -fisher  ^is  taking  imdersized  fish  and  retains 
them.  Why,  I  have  known  fly-fishers  to  retain 
small  trout  to  use  for  trolling.  I  have  also  known 
an  expert  fly-fisher  unsuccessful  in  fly-casting  resort 
to  trailing  flies  some  25yds.  from  the  boat,  and  thus 
to  be  immediately  suceessful,  landing  four  trout 
from  ^Ib.  upwards  and  losing  two  fish  besides.  This 
fly-fisher  was  also  using  another  rod,  trolling  an 
artificial  bait  from  stern  of  boat.  "  Boston  Bittern  " 
is  silent  about  the  small  fry  the  fly-fisher  bags. 
Perhaps  Little  Mary  and  his  other  lady  friends 
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have  exclaimed,  "  My  dear  '  Boston  Bittern,'  what 
*  shame  to  take  such  dear  little  trout  !  Why  not 
return  them  to  grow  bigger  ?  "  "  Boston  Bittern  " 
remarks  that  my  catch  of  84^1b.  (should  be  87ilb.) 
bears  liim  witness  that  the  trailer  gets  the  largest 
fish,  but  generally  secures  most  of  them  to  boot. 
This  is  utterly  wrong,  and  a  display  of  ignorance  of 
facts.  I  myself  from  Feb.  1  this  year  to  Oct.  15 
last  have  been  out  on  Lough  Corrib  an  average  of 
three  days  per  week.  During  that  time  I  have 
caught  forty-four  trout,  fifty-four  pike,  and  sixty- 
three  perch.  The  average  per  week  1-8.  The  fly- 
fisher  would  be  soon  tired  of  whipping  the  water 
■with  such  a  return,  and  would  think  it  very  poor 
sport  not  to  average  over  two  trout  per  day. 
"  Boston  Bittern  "  should  cast  the  beam  out  of  his 
own  eye  before  seeking  to  cast  the  mote  from  a 
brother  angler's  eye.  At  any  rate  his  forty-five 
years'  experience  as  an  angler  should  have  made  liim 
generous,  for  there  are  very  many,  in  fact,  the  far 
greater,  portions  of  rivers  and  the  shallow  parts  of 
lakes  where  the  fly-fisher  holds  full  sway,  where  the 
troller  cannot  trail  his  baits.  Irish  loughs  are 
mostly  very  rocky.  Neither  fly-fisher  (without 
great  difficulty)  nor  troller  can  exercise  their  method 
from  shore  ;  then  a  boat  is  necessary.  I  am  one 
"that  would  be  glad  that  no  one  individual  should 
use  more  than  one  rod  from  a  boat.  "  Boston 
Bittern"  is  mistaken  in  supposing  I  belong  to  the 
Emerald  Isle.  I  am  an  Englishman,  although 
residing  in  Ireland.  I  am  fond  of  the  country  and 
its  hospitable,  sport-loving  people,  who  are  always 
most  generous  to  strangers,  doing  their  best  to  show 
sport  with  rod  or  gun.  I  am  sorry  to  say  English 
anglers  as  a  rule  are  very  forgetful,  be  they  fly- 
fishers  or  trollers,  to  subscribe  to  the  funds  for  tlie 
preservation  of  the  waters  of  the  district  they  visit. 
— Yours  truly,  E.  L.  Holmes-Leigh. 


"PRIESTS." 

Dear  Sir,  —  It  is  not  desirable  that  anything 
should  be  added  to  the  impedimenta  of  the  angler 
that  can  conveniently  be  dispensed  with.  Can  wa 
not  do  quite  well  without  a  "priest"  ? 

I  remember  that,  many  years  ago,  in  a  company 
of  anglers,  a  discussion  arose,  and  a  query  was  sent 
to  Bel Ts  Life — then  the  great  sporting  organ  and* 
authority — as  to  whether  a  trout  when  caught 
should  be  killed  or  simply  allowed  to  die  in  the 
basket.  That  would  probably  be  in  "  Ephemera's  " 
time,  and  the  answer  was  most  emphatic — that  the 
fish  should  be  killed.  So  far  as  I  can  now 
recollect,  it  was  not  a  question  of  cruelty,  but 
of  whether  the  killing  improved  the  edible 
qualities  of  the  fish.  In  the  Fishing  Gazette,  also 
now  years  ago,  in  some  articles  contributed  by  "  Hi 
Regan,"  I  think,  you  illustrated  a  "  priest  "  used 
by  him,  and  the  handle  of  which  ended  in  a  knife, 
for  he  contended  that  the  fish  should  not  be  killed 
merely  but  bled  !  Still  I  am  not  convinced,  never 
having  been  able  to  discover  that  it  made  any 
difference  in  the  eating  whether  the  trout  was 
"killed"  or  not,  and  ai  to  cruelty  there  appears  to 
be  no  mora  in  allowing  it  to  die  in  the  creel  than  in 
the  other  process.  At  any  rate,  the  "killing"  is 
often  most  unpleasant  to  the  angler.  It  is  more 
cruel  to  me  to  have  to  break  the  fish's  neck,  as 
many  do,  than  it  can  be  to  him  to  have  to  do  with- 
out it.  I  suffer  more  in  the  former  case  than  he 
can  do  in  the  latter.  Then  what  of  our  sea  fish  ? 
The  conger,  being  a  fighter  and  biter,  gets  a  coup  de 
grace  from  a  "priest,"  but  where  does  the  mercy 
come  in  in  the  case  of  our  familiar  and  beautiful 
friend,  the  herring  ?  He  has  to  die,  in  his  millions, 
without  tlie  benefit  of  clergy. — Yours  truly, 

San. 


VARIOUS. 

Dear  Sib, — Manylettershave  been  written  respect- 
ing the  kinking  of  lines  in  trolling.  Some  of  the  letters 
suggest  rings,  some  the  pattern  of  rings,  and  some 
the  fault  of  the  line.  Well,  my  opinion  is  that  rings 
are  too  numerous  on  trolling  rods,  too  small,  and 
the  rods  are  not  always  fit  for  casting,  and  that 
the  lines  are  not  the  articles  best  adapted  for  the 
purpose.  I  knew  one  gentleman  who  had  only  two 
rings  and  one  at  the  top.  Not  one  of  these  were  less 
than  2in.  in  the  circle,  and  the  rod  did  not  measure 
10ft.  If  the  casting  was  from  the  reel,  evidently 
the  lines  were  not  kept  tight  enough  or  the  kink 
would  not  have  occurred.  I  knew  one  gentleman 
who  always  laughed  when  these  faults  were  told 
him,  and  his  idea  was  to  have  his  line  removed  from 
one  reel  to  another,  when  he  returned  to  take  out 
the  kinks,  if  any.  Another  was  to  reverse  occasion- 
ally his  baits,  placing  the  wings  reverse  to  unwind 
any  tightness  which  is  the  cause  he  again  saw  in 
causing  the  kink.  I  feel  sure  that  if  the  double 
swivels  were  more  frequently  used,  no  more  would 
be  heard  of  lines  kinking. 

I  could  not  help  thinking  that  liquid  wax  was  also 
a  good  thing  in  which  time  may  be  killed  by  a  fiy- 
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iier.  Only  imagine  a  person  who  had  to  get  a  living, 
and  having  a  gross  of  flies  to  tie  per  day,  removing 
the  cork  so  many  times.  Why  not  liave  properly 
made  wax,  and  work  in  a  room  suitably  heated  for 
its  use.  No  better  wax  can  be  made  than  that 
given  in  the  "  Fly-Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices," 
page  53,  but  pure  matei'ial  should  be  used. 

Gut  drawing  from  flies. — Here  also  is  a  small  tale 
which  has  yet  to  be  answered.  Was  the  fly 
anointed  with  paraffin,  or  had  it  been  kept  for  some 
years  before  using  ?  Amongst  the  many  gross  of 
salmon  flies^sold  when  gut  eyes  were  used,  I  wonder 
if  the  percentage  of  bad  ones  is  equal  to  the  imper- 
fections which  occur  in  every  made  article. 

Undyed  Feathers. — This  was  an  article  some 
twenty  years  since  I  wrote  very  strongly  on,  and 
my  warning  voice  I  tried  to  raise  of  the  fast  dis- 
appearance of  this  article,  so  very  necessary  for  the 
fly  fisherman.  My  motto  is,  and  was.  Fishermen, 
discard  on  your  table  poultry  which  are  not  of  some 
use  to  your  hobby  ;  and  the  old  English  game 
birds  were  all  that  was  wanted.  Birds  are  kept 
now  because  of  their  quantity  of  eggs,  not  quality  ; 
the  food  is  scarcely  worth  the  cooking,  when  for  a 
matter  of  just  a  few  extra  pence  a  better  article 
could  be  kept  and  be  valuable.  There  is  still  in 
this  country  an  ample  stock  to  breed  all  the  old 
colours  over  again,  and  if  better  support  was  given 
to  the  English  game,  any  colour,  there  would  not 
be  any  cause  to  ask.  Are  these  flies  of  natural 
colours  ?  The  question  too 'often  is  asked.  Are  they 
natural  ?  Of  course,  all  natural  ;  but  colour  is  the 
work  of  the  dyer. — Yours  truly,  J.  R. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  a  supposed  new 
idea  of  ivory  rings  has  been  suggested.  These  are 
as  old  as  any  upright  rings,  and  are  a  failure.  They 
have  been  in  my  own  experience  bad.  I  have  tried 
pearl,  and  no  rings  have  stood  the  test  of  agate,  but 
the  expense  of  these  is  without  limit.  I  feel  sure 
the  wearing  of  the  rings  is  entirely  through  their  not 
being  loose,  and  they  are  often  so  tight  that  naturally 
a  groove  must  be  worn. 

DOES  THE  PET  FLY  FAIL  SOME  YEARS 
AND  HAIR  BEAT  GUT  ? 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  hive  dressed  my  own 
trout  hackles  ever  since  I  began  to  fish,  and  that  is 
over  thirty  years  ago  now,  and  so  am  very  interested 
in  the  "One  Fly"  articles,  though  I  know  very 
little  about  the  fine  side  of  dry-fly  work,  as  I  have 
not  had  much  occasion  to  fish  dry.  Many  times 
each  season,  however,  I  try  experiments  when  fish 
are  in  the  humour,  and  have  found  them,  when  well 
on  the  hackle  gobbl?,  refuse  wing  flies  sunk,  and  in 
North  .Wales  have  found  the  reverse  of  this  more 
often  than  in  this  neighbourhood.  Once  in  a 
tributary  of  the  famous  Bela  I  caught  a  splendid 
basket  with  an  Orange  Woodcock  (outside)  hackle, 
when  they  were  taking  small  Blue  Duns  very 
greedily,  but  I  could  not  get  them  on  any  other  fly, 
not  even  a  splendid  small  imitation  of  the  natural 
fly,  sunk  or  dry.  The  instant  I  changed  back  I  got 
fish,  and  this  when  the  rises  were  on  ;  otherwise  it 
would  not  be  unusual  of  course.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  in  this  watershed  the  years  vary  as  regards  the 
best  hackles  to  use.  A  few  years  ago  the  Brown 
Snipe  and  Dark  Orange  were  bad  to  beat,  but  now  I 
find  other  varieties  better.  I  have  found  my 
hackles  do  well  in  the  Devonshire  Otter  and  also 
the  Usk,  though  locally  told  they  were  no  use.  I 
feel  quite  content,  however,  in  knowing  how  much 
I  can  yet  leirn  with  regard  to  trout,  and  feel  very 
pleased  with  myself  at  night  when  another  page  has 
been  learnt  of  the  lesson  so  many  of  us  love  to  learn. 

I  wonder  how  many  partners  I  have  among  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  the  theory  that 
hair  beats  gut.  I  used  to  use  gut  twelve  years  ago, 
and  now  never  do,  unless  the  fish  run  over  a  pound 
and  the  way  is  not  clear.  Will  not  someone  confess 
to  hair  only  also  ?  I  oftener  get  broken  than  if  I 
used  gut,  but  it  is  not  very  often  I  am  glad  to  say. 
This  rambling  letter  is  written  to  try  and  draw  from 
someone  a  statement  as  to  finding  his  old  pet  fly 
"  going  off  "  some  years,  and  also  to  ask  if  there 
are  many  other  Esaus  besides — yours  truly, 

Kirkby  Lonsdale.  Oliver  Procter. 

[Mr.  Procter  is  a  lucky  man  !  For  most  of  us 
life  is  too  short  to  permit  of  the  use  of  hair,  or  else 
our  holidays  are  too  short. — Ed.] 

FLIES,  LINES,  AND  RODS. 

De.\r  Sir, — Mr.  Payton's  reference  to  salmon 
flies  leads  me  to  do  now  what  I  had  thought  of  doing 
three  weeks  ago,  only  I  wish  a  more  extended  use 
of  his  idea.  Would  it  not  interest  a  great  many  of 
your  readers  to  have  a  list  of  what  have  been  found 
to  be  the  most  killing  flies  on  the  different  rivers 
reported  on  throughout  the  year  ?  And  as  a  parti- 
cular element  I  have  been  wondering  if  the  happy 
suggestion  of  ^Ir.  Baden-Powell  has  been  taken  up 
by  many  anglers  and  with  what  result.  I  observe 
that  some  of  your  correspondents  occasionally  name 
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the  fly  a  fish  has  been  cauglit  on,  and  wish  this  were 
more  frequently  done.  It  was  an  added  pleasure 
in  Mr.  Grimble's  articles  to  find  noted  the  best  flies 
for  the  particular  river  he  dealt  with.  I  confess  to 
being  one  of  those  peculiar  persons  for  whom  the 
salmon  fly  has  a  strange  fa.scination.  In  fact,  it 
fascinates  me  more  than  I  have  found  it  take  captive 
the  fish  themselves.  I  am  not  alone  in  this  ;  and 
if  on  some  stormy  winter  day  a  few  of  these  gentle- 
men who  have  been  successful  on  different  rivers 
should  go  over  again  in  memory  their  happy  hours, 
they  might  add  to  the  happiness  of  such  enthusiasts 
as  myself  by  telling  us  the  lure  that  brought  the 
thrill  to  their  own  hearts. 

As  to  lines  :  I  met  a  gentleman  spinning  with  a 
gudgeon  on  a  broad,  heavy  river  during  the  last 
weeks  of  the  season,  and  he  ased  a  line  no  thicker 
than  a  cotton  thread.  It  was  just  a  roach  line 
costing  Is.  8d.  the  100yds.  On  that  line  he  one  day 
landed  five  salmon,  and  one  of  them  scaled  301b. 
He  used  a  Malloch  reel,  and  told  me  he  seldom  lost 
a  fish  by  the  line  breaking.  Fishing  on  the  Earn 
some  years  ago  General  B.  came  along  just  after  his 
keeper  had  gaffed  a  211b.  fish  for  me,  and  looking 
at  my  rod  and  line,  said  :  "  Have  you  landed  that 
fish  with  these  ?  Then  what  is  the  use  of  me  burden- 
ing myself  with  this  heavy  rod  and  line,  which  we 
here  think  necessary  ?  "  I  suppose  the  difficulty  is 
to  get  a  light  rod  with  sufficient  power  to  cover  a 
long  fly-cast  with  a  light  line.  With  a  large  fly  I 
fear  this  could  not  be  managed,  but  I  have  often 
thought  the  general  salmon  line  in  u.se  is  needlessly 
heavy. 

This  leads  me  to  rods.  What  is  the  best  length 
for  a  salmon  spinning  rod,  to  be  used  from  the  bank  ? 
Does  cane,  whole  or  split,  or  greenheart  make  the 
best  cast  ?  Is  it  better  to  be  stiff  or  to  have  mucli 
spring  in  it  ?  I  ask  these  questions  because  I  have 
never  been  able  to  cast  so  well  as  I  see  many  do. 
Out  of  half-a-dozen  my  favourite  rod  is  14ft.  and 
very  light.  I  have  fished  with  it  for  forty  years  in 
river,  loch,  and  sea,  and  landed  salmon  with  it  up 
to  271b.  But  it  has  seemed  to  me  to  be  getting  of 
late  too  whippy.  Would  long  use  make  it  more 
supple  ?  Would  steel  ribbing  be  a  remedy  for  this 
— is  it  of  real  practical  value  V  I  do  not  like  to  cast 
the  rod  aside,  for  though  it  only  cost  15s.  new,  it 
never  gives  me  any  trouble,  and  never  breaks, 
though  I  gaff  most  of  my  fish  myself.  On  the  last 
day  but  one  of  the  present  season,  in  a  heavy  water 
after  a  flood,  I  landed  a  new-run  fish  of  231b.  with 
it.  The  flow  of  water  was  on  my  side,  and  I  had  to 
trot  nearly  half  a  mile  down  the  river,  mounting  at 
one  point  over  high  rocks  and  hoisting  my  line  over 
the  top  of  a  young  tree  growing  out  of  them,  before 
I  could  get  the  creature  into  a  quiet  place  where  I 
had  some  control  over  it.  The  rod  was  bent  nearly 
double,  but  stood  the  test. — Yours  truly. 

Fly  Student. 


PARRS  AND  SMOLTS,  AND  HOW  THE  TWEED 
ACT  APPLIES  TO  THEIR  CAPTURE. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  have  spent  more  than  lialf  of 
my  life  elsewhere  than  in  Scotland,  to  whicli  I  only 
returned  about  four  years  since,  it  is  quite  likely 
that  I  may  have  escaped  many  points  in  "  The 
Tweed  Act."  I  only  ask  for  an  authoritative 
answer  to  a  single  point,  namely,  Is  it  possible  (as  I 
have  been  lately  informed,  and  by  one  who  is 
usually  well  informed  on  all  matters  relating  to  the 
Tweed)  that  a  person  may  put  into  his  basket 
(if  fairly  caught)  any  amount  of  salmon  parrs 
and  smolts  during  the  entire  trout  fishing  season 
save  during  two  months — April  and  May,  I  think. 
I  was  also  informed  that  only  on  the  Tweed  was 
this  allowable  in  Scotland.  If  my  informant  is 
correct,  I  consider  it  a  very  decided  flaw  in  the 
wording  of  the  Act.  An  answer  will  much  oblige. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[In  the  second  edition  of  Stewart's  "Law  of 
Scotland  Relating  to  Rights  of  Fishing,"  I  see  that 
the  Tweed  Acts  only  prohibit  rod  fishing  for  salmon 
fry  and  samlets  during  April  and  May  ;  the  penalty 
(in  those  months  only)  is  6d.  for  the  first  ofTence, 
and  for  a  subsequent  ofTence  a  fine  of  £2  and  a 
penalty  of  2s.  for  every  fish  taken,  as  well  as  for- 
feiture of  rod,  line,  and  basket  or  bag  containing 
the  fish.  It  seems  absurd  not  to  prctejt  the  fry  all 
the  time  they  are  in  the  river. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  some  of  your  numerous  readers 
kindly  inform  me  of  some  centre  in  Ireland  from 
which  good  river  trout  fishing  can  be  had  and  com- 
fortable accommodation  ? — Yom's  truly, 

Edinburgh.  Angler. 


PIKE  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Much  has  been  written  lately  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  with  regard  to  fly-rods.  As  one  of 
your  numerous  "  coarse  fish  readers,"  I  cannot  but 
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feel  that  a  few  remarks  on  pike  rods  from  others  of 
your  readers  would  be  well  worth  reading. 

I  suppose  that  every  true  sportsman  will  agree 
that  it  is  a  far  greater  satisfaction  to  liave  landed  a 
large  pike  on  the  lightest  of  rods  than  on  the  usual 
stiff,  unwieldy  pike-rods  so  mucli  in  vogue.  Who 
has  not  experienced  the  joy  of  hooking  a  71b.  or  81b. 
jack  on  a  fine  gut  trace  when  "  worming  "  for  perch 
with  a  light  rod  ?  True,  it  has  been  an  accident,  but 
a  very  pleasant  accident  nevertheless,  and  an  agree- 
able surprise.  There  is  no  "  clothes-prop  pole  "  to 
rely  upon,  no  vast  triangular  hooks,  and  true  skill  is 
required  in  playing  the  fish. 

In  Ireland  this  summer,  I  shall  not  easily  forget 
the  expression  on  the  face  of  my  ghillie  as  his  eyes 
rested  for  the  first  time  on  the  rods  which  I  had 
taken  over  for  pike  fishing.  Light  to  excess,  made 
of  the  tliinnest  of  cane,  manufactured  by  Rush,  of 
Reading,  for  the  modest  sura  of  6s.  6d. — they 
appeared  ludicrously  useless  in  the  eyes  of  the  Irisli 
t)oatman.  And  yet,  sir,  I  venture  to  affirm  that  I 
enjoyed  my  fight  with  my  201b.  pike  last  July 
infinitely  more,  knowing  how  slight  was  the  rod  and 
what  care  was  required  in  playing  the  fish.  Ye  who 
despise  pike  fishing  should  try  the  game  with  light 
rods  and  light  tackle — you  would  cease  to  condemn 
it  any  longer  as  "  poor  sport."  A  heavy  rod  will 
soon  kill  a  fish,  but  who  desires  to  kill  a  fish  rapidly, 
pray  ?    No  true  sportsman,  I  take  it. 

As  regards  myself  the  delight  on  seeing  the  mon- 
ster at  the  bottom  of  the  boat  is  outweighed  by  the 
burning  desire  that  he  might  have  given  fight  for 
another  half-hour  more,  and  thus  prolonged  the 
delicious  agony. 

True,  the  fish  itself  is  a  silent  answer  to  the  sar- 
castic question  of  one's  non-angling  friends  who  meet 
one  at  the  door  on  one's  return  with  the  insane  and 
irritating  remark,  "  No  luck,  I  suppose  ?  "  But  it 
is  not  the  fish  itself  which  causes  that  indescribable 
thrill  of  inarticulate  joy  in  the  angler's  breast — no, 
it  is  the  fight  of  man  versus  fish,  and  of  light  rod 
versus  heavy  pike,  and  the  slow  but  gradual  victory 
gained  inch  by  inch  at  the  human  extremity  of  the 
rod.  '■  Give  the  fish  every  conceivable  chance  of 
beating  you  " — this  is  my  motto — and  yet,  in  spite 
of  this,  prove  captor,  and  the  sublime  delight  of 
the  successful  angler  under  these  conditions  is 
increased  one  hundred-fold. 

True,  his  unsportsmanlike  friends  cannot  enter  into 
this,  but  what  can  they  enter  into,  pray  ?  Their 
nature  is  undeveloped  ;  they  are  stunted  and 
dwarfed  in  this  respect.  As  well  take  a  man  who 
loathes  music  to  hear  a  Paderewski  or  a  Sarasate  as 
try  to  make  an  unsportsmanlike  friend  realise  the 
joys  of  playing  a  fish. — Yours  truly,      W.  B.  S. 

["  W.  B.  S."  would  be  delighted  to  see  the  very  fine 
taokle  on"  whch  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  kills  his  great 
pike  ;  I  think  Mr.  J.  errs  on  the  side  of  weakness 
in  his  reel-line,  as  it  is  such  that  one  can  break  it  like 
thread.  But  although  I  have  seen  him  hook,  play, 
and  land  no  end  of  pike,  I  never  remember  his  losing 
a  fish,  except  in  striking,  when  the  fine  gimp  has  been 
cut  on  the  pike's  teeth. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ON  THE  RHONE. 

Dear  Sib, — If  "  Ex-Lancer  "  will  refer  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  the  years  1900  to  1903,  he  will 
find  a  good  deal  of  information  as  to  fishing  in  the 
Rhone  Valley,  as  well  as  weekly  notes  during  the 
open  season. 

There  is  fishing  to  be  had  at  many  places  in  the 
Rhone  between  the  Lake  of  Geneva  (Lake  Leman) 
and  its  source,  of  which  the  best  known  is  that  near 
Sierre.  Trout  of  two  kinds  occur — the  ordinary 
brown  trout  up  to  several  pounds  in  weight,  and,  at 
certain  seasons,  the  great  silvery  trout  of  Lake 
Leman,  which  are  mostly  caught  with  nets.  Carp, 
perch,  vengeron,  and  other  local  coarse  fish  are  also 
to  be  found,  and  in  one  neighbouring  stream,  fiowing 
from  the  Pissevache  Fall  into  the  Rhone,  near 
Vernayaz,  I  have  taken  grayling. 

Ordinary  English  trout-flies — March  Browns, 
Coch-y-Bondhu?,  Palmers,  etc. — are  used,  and 
natural  or  artificial  minnows  in  some  cases.  Most 
of  the  tributary  streams  to  the  Rhone  contain  trout, 
and  in  the  lake  itself  trout,  char  {ombre  chevallier), 
pike,  perch,  and  several  other  fish  are  caught  by 
trolling  or  with  nets  after  the  manner  of  sea-fishing. 
- — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

FISHING  ON  THE  RHONE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  Ex-Lancer,"  March  and  April  are  the  best  montlis 
for  trout-fisliing  in  this  part  of  the  Rhone.  A  yearly 
licence  costs  lOfr.  20c.  The  March  Brown  is  good, 
but  as  a  rule  the  fish  prefer  something  bright — say, 
a  blue-winged  or  silver-bodied  fly  on  No.  5  hook. 
The  trout  run  up  to  201b.,  but  these  are  very  rarely 
caught,  except  in  nets  at  spawning  time,  for  the  sake 
of  tlie  eggs. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  wind  here 
in  spring,  and  the  good  days  are  not  so  frequent  as 


one  would  wish,  but  baskets  of  101b.  are  not  un- 
common with  the  fly.  There  are  also  a  few  grayling 
and  a  good  number  of  chub  in  tlie  Rhone. 

If  "  Ex-Lancer "  should  wish  for  more  infor- 
mation, I  shall  be  happy  to  give  it  if  he  will  com- 
municate with  me. — Yours  truly, 

La  Pisciculture,  Granges,       L.  G.  Robinson. 
pre 3  Sierre,  Suisse. 


FISHING  ON  THE  RHONE. 

Dear  Sib, — The  following  information  may  be  of 
Rome  assistance  to  your  correspondent  "  Ex- 
Lancer."  I  was  at  Sierre,  on  the  upper  Rhone,  for 
a  few  days  in  February  three  years  ago.  The 
Rhone  itself  requires  a  licence  costing,  I  believe, 
some  20fr.  This  entitles  the  licensee  to  fish  with 
rod  and  line  and  one  hook  (artificial  minnow  is 
therefore  barred)  and  net.  This,  I  understand,  is 
fished  from  the  artificial  groins,  and  is  used  to  scoop 
out  tlie  small  pools  which  are  formed  under  their 
shelter.  The  tributary  streams  are  let  annually. 
The  proprietor  of  the  hotel  at  Sierre  was  the  tenant 
of  a  small  stream  about  two  stations  down  the  line. 
With  his  permission  I  fished  it  one  afternoon,  and 
found  it  full  of  small  trout,  of  which  I  kept  some 
seventeen  over  7in.,  but  nothing  of  any  size.  They 
seemed  to  have  no  preference  in  the  matter  of  flies. 
A  Lausanne  gentleman  was  having  fairly  good  sport 
in  the  Rhone  itself  whilst  I  was  there  ;  he  was  spin- 
ning a  natural  minnow  on  a  single  large  hook.  He 
had  one  trout  of  about  51b.,  and  brought  in  usually 
two  or  three  fish — perhaps  more — of  from  |-lb.  to 
lib.  There  are  also  good  grayling  in  the  Rhone,  but 
February  was  a  legal  close  time  for  them,  though  I 
saw  them  offered  for  sale  in  the  market  at  Sion.  If 
you  think  this  information  is  of  any  use  to  your 
correspondent,  I  should  be  happy  if  you  would  for- 
ward him  this  letter,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  give 
him  any  further  information. — Yours  truly, 

R.  H.  Cazalet. 

KINKING   OF  LINES. 

Dear  Sib, — Re  the  kinking  question,  I  do  not 
think  snake  rings  can  possibly  cause  this  to  any 
great  extent.  For  instance,  I  have  three  rods  that 
I  use  for  spinning  for  pike  fitted  each  with  snake, 
bridge,  and  Dale  porcelain  rings  respectively.  When 
casting  from  an  open  place  or  from  a  boat,  using 
either  rod  and  Coxon's  "  Aerial  "  reel,  I  can  fish  all 
day  without  any  perceptible  kinking. 

Change  the  scene  to  a  cramped-in  place  with,  say, 
a  high  bank  or  trees  close  to  the  angler,  the  cast  is 
then  made  with  perhaps  a  kind  of  a  kick  from  the 
hip  or  a  sudden  jerk  (instead  of  the  swing  that  would 
be  used  in  the  open),  and  in  half  a  dozen  casts  the 
line  is  beautifully  twisted.  Now,  the  cause  is  that 
the  sudden  start  given  to  bait  and  lead  causes  them 
to  go  out  in  a  corkscrew  fashion.  It  is  impossible 
that  the  snake  rings  could  give  a  twist  of  themselves 
strong  enough  to  twist  the  line  and  lead  at  the  end 
unless  the  lead  had  the  twist  at  the  same  time  and 
in  the  same  direction  as  the  curve  in  the  rings.  In 
casting  against  the  wind  and  in  closed-in  places  the 
lead  and  baits  are  nearly  always  likely  to  get  a 
sudden  start,  and  are  likely  to  revolve  something 
like  a  billiard  ball  when  struck  to  give  a  very  sharp 
break.  No  rings  in  use  could  cause  the  lead  to 
revolve  (that  h,  if  any  ordinary  saddleback  lead  is 
used). 

I  use  three  swivels  below  the  lead,  which  is  a 
triangle,  and  one  above.  When  kinking  begins, 
wind  in  with  line  close  between  finger  and  thumb 
to  take  it  out  again. — Yours  truly, 

Kiddermmster,  H.  Ebuey. 

WHITING  LINES  KINKING. 
Dear  Sib, — By  a  printer's  error  in  my  letter  last 
week  you  mentioned  "  soaking  the  lines  for  twenty- 
four  hours  in  a  very  hot  solution  of  '  caoutchouc  '  "  ; 
this  should  be  "  catechu," — Yours  truly, 

195,  Union-street,  William  Heabdeb. 

Plymouth, 

ROACH  AND  ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — For  "  F.  M."  to  attempt  to  accuse 
me  of  being  contradictory  savours  somewhat  of 
"  Satan  reproving  sin."  Your  readers  will  by  this 
time  have  formed  their  own  idea-s  as  to  his  incon- 
sistency. I  simply  quote  one  of  the  many  instances 
to  which  he  has  treated  us  recently.  On  Nov.  28 
he  says :  "  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  Yorkshire 
anglers  fishing  swims  close  in  or  up  to  ten  or  twelve 
yards  out  if  necessary  in  a  manner  that  was  a  treat 
to  witness  with  rods  certainly  not  more  than 
loft.  Gin.  in  length."  Yet  in  the  Christmas  Number 
he  admits  :  "I  never  saw  one,  so  cannot  say.  .  . 
The  hundreds  I  fished  among  were  a  fund  of  amuse- 
ment to  me."  Now,  when  a  man  talks  like  this,  is 
it  surprising  that  you  cannot  get  any  reason  out  of 
him,  and  that  he  shelves  each  and  every  query 
which  is  put  to  him  ? 

I  certainly  said,  "  It  may  be  possible  to  catcli  a 


chub  21b.  weight  on  a  tight  line,  stiff  pole  and 
hair,"  but  as  I  have  remarked  before,  I  should  like 
to  buy  a  quantity  of  the  said  hair.  1  maintain.  Sir, 
that  I  am  not  inconsistent  in  taking  exception  to 
the  alleged  taking  of  splendid  trout,  bream,  chub 
roach,  etc.,  under  these  conditions. — Yours  truly, 

J.  H.  R.  B. 

WINTER  FISHING  FOR  ROACH. 

Deab  Sib, — Just  a  word  or  two  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Coxon.  Whilst  giving  him  every  credit  for  making 
big  catches  of  roach  in  the  Trent  over  a  ground-bait 
of  chopped  worms,  I  feel  sure,  from  personal  expe- 
rience, that  to  use  this  kind  of  feed  on  the  Swale, 
Derwent,  Wharfe,  Ure,  or  Nidd,  where  the  ubi- 
quitous "  Tommy  "  abounds,  would  mean  but  an 
addition  to  his  "  fisherman's  language." 

This  last  week-end  I  fished  a  couple  of  swims, 
which  have  at  different  times  yielded  good  roach. 
To  satisfy  a  brother  of  the  angle,  I  "  fed  "  with 
chopped  worms  whilst  he  ground-baited  with  bran, 
boiled  rice,  and  bread  mixed.  Fishing  with  worm 
my  bag  totalled  ten  roach,  twenty-five  "  Tommy 
Ruffs,"  eight  gudgeon,  and  five  small  perch  ;  whilst 
he  took  eighteen  good  roach,  four  "  Ruff,"  and  four 
gudgeon  on  the  maggot.  Do  you  wonder,  Mr. 
Editor,  when,  after  many  experiences,  of  which  this 
one  is  typical,  I  advise  your  readers  to  avoid  chopped 
worms  as  a  ground-bait  ? — Yours  trvily,  Baz. 

"  ONE  FLY  AND  ONE  DRESSING  OF  IT  " 
—PRESERVING  PRAWNS,  ETC. 

Deab  Sib, — Fly  fishermen  ought  to  be  very  much 
obliged  to  your  expert  men  for  giving  things  away 
us  they  are  doing.  Would  it  be  asking  too  much  of 
"  E.  S.  S."  to  say  what  part  of  the  hen  pheasant  the 
wings,  legs,  and  tail  of  his  March  Brown  come  from  ? 
Also  of  Mr.  Tod  whether  in  the  Greenwell's  Glory  the 
hackle  should  be  cock's  or  hen's,  and  whether  the 
wings  should  be  cocked  as  for  a  dry  fly  or  sloping 
back  as  for  a  wet  fly.  Most  of  the  Greenwell's 
Glories  I  have  bought  have  very  big  wings,  much 
longer  than  the  hook — is  this  right  ? 

Can  anyone  give  me  a  good  recipe  for  preserving 
prawns  ?  Is  there  any  advantage  in  "  fatting  "  a 
spinning-line  when  in  use  ?  I  have  an  idea  it  does 
not  kink  so  badly,  but  it  does  not  run  quite  so  well  ? 
— Yours  truly,  W.  S. 

"ONE  FLY  AND  ONE  DRESSING  OF  IT." 

Dear  Sir, — The  one-fly  proposition  is  academi- 
cally interesting,  but  in  practice  simply  will  not 
work  in  my  experience  ;  a  fly  that  works  like  a 
charm  in  a  beck  is  frequently  useless  in  a  river,  and 
again  both  a  beck  fly  and  a  river  one  are  not  the  best 
possible  in  a  reservoir  or  lake.  For  beck  fishing  a 
very  thin-bodied  fly  is  almost  essential  to  obtain  a 
good  basket.  The  following  three  take  a  lot  of 
beating  :  Partridge  hackle  with  red  or  orange  body  ; 
Dark  Snipe,  purple  body,  yellow  silk  rib,  and  light 
snipe,  light  curlew,  light  dotterel,  or  light  starling 
hackle  and  yellow  body  ;  if  a  cast  with  these  three  on 
is  a  failure,  in  vain  are  changes  as  a  rule.  In  a  river 
March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  the  W^illow  Fly 
(yellow  body,  starling  wing,  and  honey  dun  legs) 
take  a  lot  of  beating.  *  In  Welsh  rivers  a  rather 
heavier  fly  is  useful — the  Governor  (orange  tag, 
bronze  peacock  body,'honey  dun  hackle,  woodcock 
wing),  or  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  are  about  the  best. 
For  reservoirs  a  "  busy  "  fly  that  would  only  frighten 
fish  in  a  thin  stream  is  often  a  marked  success.  The 
flies  found  on  the  water  are  mostly  sedges,  caddis 
flies,  and  alders,  and  three  that  will  generally  kill 
are  dressed  tluis  :  M^oodcock  wing,  red  bodj'  ribbed 
with  peacock  herl,  two  partridge  hackles  for  legs  ; 
hen  pheasant  wings,  honey  dun  hackle,  dun- 
coloured  bodj',  yellow  ribbed  ;  and,  lastly,  a  dark- 
coloured  fly,  say,  game  hen  (brown  and  black 
speckled)  wing,  peacock  herl  body,  and  black  hackle 
for  day-fishing.  These  should  be  medium  size  for 
late  evening,  or  on  a  very  windy  day  with  wings  Jin. 
long  is  a  useful  size.  For  dead  water  a  long- winged 
fly  seems  to  do  better  than  one  with  short  stand-up 
wings. 

Salmon  Season. — The  record  this  year  of  salmon 
is  very  high  ;  it  would  be  verj'  interesting  to  know 
what  percentage  have  been  taken  on  the  various 
lures  and  what  have  proved  the  best  flies. 

Samlets. — If  netting  is  reduced  so  as  to  allow 
more  spawners  to  go  up  the  rivers,  will  it  be  possible 
to  wade  through  them  on  account  of  the  number 
of  samlets  ?  I  know  several  now  in  which  it  is 
most  difiicult  to  get  a  salmon  by  hook  or  crook, 
j'et  all  the  year  roimd,  with  either  fly  or  worm, 
almost  every  cast  into  stream  or  pool  will  reveal 
one  of  these  pests  ;  how  does  this  agree  with  the 
absence  of  spawners  ? 

Is  the  balance  getting  disturbed  at  the  estuaries, 
and  are  dogfish  or  other  destructive  fish  getting 
too  numerous  and  destroj'ing  the  young  salmon 
when  they  go  down  to  the  sea  ? — Yours  truly, 

Clarence, 
[Several  lettera  are  wavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR; 


How  Always  to  have  Abundance  op  Water. 

It  would,  I  think,  be  a  good  thing  if  all  owners  of 
property  in  the  country,  where  there  is  a  deficiency 
of  water  in  dry  seasons,  would  follow  the  example 
of  "  L.  E.  C,"  who,  in  the  Field  of  Jan.  17,  1903, 
thus  describes  his  system  of  rain-water  storage  :  — 
!' Rain- Water  Storage. 

"  I  think  a  short  account  of  my  system  of  rain- 
water storage  may  interest  some  of  your  readers. 
My  house  is  in  Kent,  670ft.  above  sea  level,  on  a 
chalk  hill,  and  I  have  neither  spring  nor  well ; 
forty  souls  Uve  on  the  place,  and  I  keep  nearly 
twenty  horses,  cows,  and  steer,  yet  I  have  had 
abvmdance  of  water  all  through  these  years  of 
drought.  The  rain  which  falls  on  the  tiled  roof  of 
the  house  flows  through  iron  pipes  into  underground 
tanks  which  supply  the  drinking  water  ;  the  over- 
flow runs  into  outside  tanks  at  some  distance  from 
the  house,  into  which  all  the  water  from  the  gravel 
paths  flow  as  well  A  small  hot-air  engine  pumps 
this  water  into  cisterns  in  the  roof  for  the  supply  of 
baths,  etc.  My  kitchen  garden  has  concrete  dish- 
shaped  paths,  all  the  water  from  which  flows  into 
large  open  reservoirs  for  the  supply  of  garden  and 
laundry.  From  the  tiled  roofs  of  the  adjoining 
stables  the  rain  is  conducted  into  undei-groimd 
tanks  of  which  the  overflow  runs  into  the  above 
named  reservoirs.  At  my  farm,  in  addition  to  an 
underground  tank  for  each  cottage,  I  have  built  a 
large  open  tank,  which  collects  the  water  from  the 
road,  that  incUnes  from  both  directions  towards 
this  spot.  My  tanks  are  all  full  at  this  moment, 
and  hold  about  a  quarter  of  a  miUion  gallons.  Rain- 
water used  for  drinking  purposes  must  not  come 
into  contact  with  lead."- 

Too  Much  Fresh  Am  in  Water  Deadly  to  Fish. 

A  very  interesting  paper  describing  "  A  Fatality 
among  Fishes  in  Water  Containing  an  Excess  of 
Dissolved  Air "-  was  read  before  the  American 
Fisheries  Society  last  July  by  Mr.  M.  C.  Marsh.  The 
particular  case  referred  to  was  observed  at  the 


aquarium  of  the  Wood  Hole  Station  of  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission,  where  for  some  years  the 
fish  presented  a  pecuhar  phenomenon  consisting  in 
the  presence  of  gas  bubbles  clinging  about  their 
bodies  and  fins.  Occasionally  some  of  them  deve- 
loped in  the  membranes  of  the  fins  or  elsewhere 
large  blisters,  which  contained  a  gas,  and  would 
collapse  when  punctured.  Others  had  bulging  eyes, 
the  affection  commonly  called  "  popeye."-  At  first 
the  mortality  was  not  great,  but  last  winter  it 
became  serious.  To  cut  a  long  story  short,  Mr. 
Marsh  attributes  the  loss  of  his  fish  to  the  fact  that 
the  sea  water  which  was  used  was  pumped  under 
great  pressure,  and  so  became  "  supersaturated 
with  air."-  In  the  discussion  which  followed,  some 
of  the  speakers  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Marsh's  dis- 
covery appeared  to  explain  the  mortaUty  among 
fish  in  aquaria  where  well  aerated  pure  water  was 
used  by  showing  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as 
having  the  water  too  well  aerated,  and  that  fish- 
breeders  and  others  should  make  a  note  of  the 
point.  I  think  the  mortahty  and  curious  malfor- 
mations met  with  in  some  of  our  aquariums  may 
possibly  be  due  to  the  use  of  water  which  has  been 
forced  up  to  the  tanks  under  great  pressure.  I 
have  sometimes  seen  water  dra^vn  from  a  London 
house  supply  tap  quite  effervesce  for  a  second  or 
two  hke  champagne, 

Mr.  Senior  and  Mr.  Halford.; 

In  the  Bystander  for  Dec.  23  will  be  found  a 
capital  full-length  portrait  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford 
looking  at  a  pike  in  his  trout  water ;  also  a  picture 
of  him  and  Mr,  Senior  having  cold  Reighley  tea  at 
the  riverside.  The  Bystander  has  something  to 
interest  everybody,  both  in  text  and  illustrations, 
and  is  far  more  convenient  to  read  than  the  big 
weeklies,  or  wire-stitched  monthly  magazines  which 
will  not  open  out  flat. 

Trout  and  Taxation, 

One  occasionally  hears  people  actually  grumble 
at  the  income  tax  and  other  taxes.  I  heard  an 
angler  say  that  he  should  go  to  America,  the  land 
of  the  free,  if  this  taxing  business  went  on.  He 
had  taken  a  fine  bit  of  trout  fishing,  and  had  to 
pay  four  shillings  poor  rate  and  parish  rate  to  the 
parish  the  river  ran  through.  If  he  does  not  look 
out  he  will  get  oat  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire. 
There  is  a  case  before  the  Wisconsin  courts  now  in 
which  an  American  angler  refuses  to  pay  a  tax  of 
two  thousand  dollars.  It  seems  he  took  a  lease  of 
a  fishery  and  stocked  it  with  trout  which  cost  him 
a  million  dollars.  Now  the  taxing  officers  of  the 
town  of  Lake  Nebagamon  (suspicious  name  that,  but 
I  believe  it  is  there  on  the  Brule  River)  have  attached 
Mr.  Pierce's  trout  because  he  won't  pay,  not  a  tax 
on  his  rent,  but  a  tax  on  the  value  of  the  fish  in 
his  river  and  lakes.  He  only  fishes  a  few  weeks  in 
the  year.  Then  river  pollution  in  America  is  said 
to  be  worse  than  in  this  country ;  in  fact,  all  the 
United  States  Atlantic  coast  salmon  rivers  have 
been  ruined  by  it. 


Some  Capital  Hackles  and  a  Note  from  the 
ExE  and  Barle, 

Mr.  Theo  F.  Tracy,  proprietor  of  the  Exe  Valley 
Fishery,  Exebridge,  via  Tiverton,  Devon,  writes  to 
me  from  that  lovely  district,  and  sends  aome  lovely 
samples  of  blue  cocks'  hackles.  I  think  some  of 
my  readers  may  be  glad  to  see  what  he  says,  so 
here  is  his  letter:  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  some  samples  of  cocks' 
hackles  taken  from  birds  which  I  have  bred.  I 
have  rather  a  good  strain  of  blue  and  rusty  blue 
game  fowls,  which,  I  believe,  are  not  so  plentiful 
now  as  they  used  to  be.  I  started  keeping  these 
birds  with  the  idea  of  getting  good  hackles  for  my 
own  use  and  that  of  my  friends.  But  I  have  this 
season  more  birds  than  I  require,  so  have  been 
disposing  of  cockerels  at  10s.  to  ISs.  each,  and 
'  necks '  at  23.  6d.  to  5s.  I  have  a  dozen  or  more 
good  cockerels  still  on  hand,  some  of  them  early 
hatched  birds  in  full  plumage.  My  brother  (Rev. 
F,  W.  Tracy)  suggested  that  I  should  send  you 
samples  of  their  feathers  in  case  you  have  any 
friends  who  might  be  glad  of  the  chance  of  obtaining 
the  strain.  Perhaps  you  would  also  be  kind  enough 
to  mention  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  I  have 
some  of  these  birds  for  disposal. 

t'-  We  have  had  an  exceptionally  good  fishing  sea- 
son on  the  Exe  and  Barle,  both  with  salmon  and  trout, 


thanks  to  the  wet  summer.  Several  baskets  of 
trout,  from  151b.  to  191b.— fish  of  three  to  the 
pound  average — were  made  with  fly,  and  a  large 
number  of  salmon  were  killed  up  here  and  in  the 
Barle.  I  myself  killed  over  forty  in  the  hotel 
water  here,  and  one  rod  killed  five  fish  in  the  day 
right  up  by  Lanacre  Bridge  on  the  Barle.  I  expect, 
however,  that  the  fishing  is  not  what  it  was  when 
you  used  to  fish  these  streams,  except  in  private 
portions  of  the  Exe,  which  are  properly  looked  after 
and  regularly  restocked.  There  the  trout  fishing  is 
atill  really  good.    I  am,  yours  truly, 

liTHEo,  F,  Tracy,'' 


The  Philadelphia  Girls  and  the  Carp, 

IVIr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  of  St.  Louis,  was  telling 
the  meeting  about  the  introduction  of  carp  into 
the  United  States,  and  said : — 

"I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  about  this 
celebrated  introduction  of  carp  throughout  the 
United  States.  I  have  always  been  a  champion  of 
the  carp,  but  speaking  now  as  a  newspaper  critic 
of  the  fish,  I  object  to  it  for  a  good  many  reasons. 

"  In  the  first  place  it  either  has  great  big  scales, 
or  it  has  no  scales  at  all,  and  it  is  not  in  good  taste 
for  it  to  parade  around  in  that  slipshod  sort  of 
way,  neither  one  thing  nor  the  other. 

if  Another  very  strong  objection  to  it  (speaking 
now  as  a  newspaper  man)  is  that  it  has  no  teeth 
in  its  mouth,  but  carries  them  like  a  comb,  in  its 
throat. 

J-'My  friend  Bartlett,  from  Illinois,  has  given 
you  still  another  serious  objection  to  it,  and  that 
is  that  it  takes  the  dough,  and  we  need  that  in  our 
business,  especially  we  newspaper  men,  (Great 
laughter  and  applause. ) 

M  But  worst  of  all  is  a  report  sent  to  us  by  wire 
from  Reading  the  other  day,  and  that  is  this :  A 
couple  of  Philadelphia  girls  were  out  fishing  on  a 
pond  near  Reading,  and  they  hooked  something,  as 
the  girls  generally  do,  you  know,  when  they  go 
fishing.  (Laughter.)  The  first  thing  they  knew 
they  were  in  the  water,  and,  of  course,  several 
gentlemen  rushed  to  the  rescue  and  got  them  out, 
and  what  do  you  suppose  it  was,  Mr.  Chairman — 
it  was  a  great  big  carp!  (Laughter.)  Now  when 
a  carp  comes  to  taking  away  Philadelphia  girls, 
and  when  it  gets  to  be  a  question  between 
Philadelphia  ladies  and  the  carp,  I  think  that  the 
carp  had  better  go !    (Great  laughter. ) 

Speaking  as  a  newspaper  man,  I  have  several 
other  objections  to  urge  against  the  carp,  but  I 
must  save  them  up.  He  has  been  in  this  country 
so  long  he  has  got  stuck  up,  feels  important  and 
big ;  he  has  a  whole  lot  of  eggs,  his  family  are  very 
numerous,  he  grows  very  fast,  and  people  like  to 
eat  him,  and  I  am  afraid  he  will  drive  the  cod  out 
of  the  market,  and  what  will  we  do  without  cod  ? 
Now  I  think  the  carp  had  better  go  down,  down 
into  the  water  and  stay  there,'' 

How  TO  Raise  Carp  on  Chickens  and 
Chickens  on  Carp. 

But  Mr.  Seymour  Bower  went  one  better  than 
Mr.  Bean ;  he  told  them  how  to  get  rid  of  the  carp 
scales;    He  said: — 

-"  One  of  the  objections  made  to  the  carp  is 
because  he  has  got  scales,  but  I  think  there  is  a 
way  to  get  around  that — at  least,  I  heard  of  an 
experiment  in  that  direction.  An  old  friend  of 
mine,  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Raisin,  was  in  the 
poultry  business,  and  with  rather  indifferent 
success,  and  he  conceived  the  idea  of  raising  carp 
in  connection  with  poultry.  So  he  built  a 
few  ponds  and  diverted  a  stream  from 
the  river  to  the  ponds  and  got  in  a  stock 
of  carp.  His  scheme  was  that  when  he 
dressed  his  carp  he  would  feed  the  offal  to  the 
chickens,  and  when  he  dressed  his  chickens  he 
would  feed  the  offal  to  the  carp  (laughter) ;  and,  of 
course,  each  would  sustain  the  other.  It  was  to 
be  a  sort  of  an  endless  chain  arrangement,  a  kind 
of  reciprocity  scheme  that  promised  big  dividends. 
I  saw  John  a  few  years  after  that,  and  I  said: 
'  John,  how  did  your  combination  hen-carp  enter 
prise  come  out?'-  And  he  said:  'It  didn't  turn 
out  just  as  I  expected.  It  worked  first  rate  for  a 
while,  and  I  thought  I  had  a  fortune,  and  I  would 
have  had  too,  but  those  confounded  chickens  lost 
their  feathers  and  grew  a  coat  of  scales,  and  the 
d — d  carp  lost  their  scales  and  grew  a  heavy  coat 
of  feathers !  i    (Great  laughter. ) " 

R,  B.  Marston.' 
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OUR  CHRISTMAS  NUMBER. 

■  We  have  to  thank  tlie  editors  of  many  papers  in 
different  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  very 
kind  notices  of  our  Christmas  Number.  Here  is 
what  the  Field  says  :  "  Our  contemporary  always 
sends  out  a  most  attractive  Christmas  Number,  and 
the  new  one  is  well  up  to  the  high  standard  to 
which  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  has  accustomed  us."- 


MR.  J.  R.  BAZLEY. 

Ms.  J.  R.  Bazley  is  one  of  the  best  known  all- 
round  anglers  in  Yorkshire.  Up  to  about  4^  years 
ago  he  never  competed  in  a  match,  but  since  then  he 
has  taken  part  in  a  good  many.  Previous  to  that 
he  had  gained  great  experience  in  all  branches  of 
angling  in  the  West  of  England  and  Yorkshire. 
Amongst  his  successes  may  be  named  first  prize  in 
All-England  match  at  Skipton  Bridge  three  years 
ago  ;   first  prize  Leeds  Amalgamation  match,  at 


appetite  of  pike,  perch,  and  grayhng.  Doubtless 
there  are  many  anglers  who  would  tell  us  that  roach 
and  other  coarse  fishing  suffers  equally  under  un- 
seasonable conditions.  Wild-fowlers  lament  the 
absence  of  frost  and  snow  ;  skaters  have  no  chance, 
and  sleigliing  is  not  to  be  thought  of  for  an  instant. 
Moreover,  outside  the  world  of  sport  and  pastime, 
there  are  many  who  deplore  the  mild  winters  wliich 
now  prevail— farmers  especially— and  the  only  men 
who  would  really  seem  to  profit  from  their  recurrence 
are  the  doctors  and  the  undertakers,  for  true  is  the 
saying,  "  A  green  Christmas  means  a  fat  church 
yard.". 

Yet  so  attractive  is  the  unattainable  that,  lacking 
the  old-fashioned  winter  to-day,  one  is  the  more 
keen  to  dwell  on  memories  of  the  past  which  were 
associated  with  snowstorms  and  weeks  of  continual 
frost.  True  it  is  that  at  times  the  frost  was  so 
severe  that  lake  and  mere  were  not  available  to  the 
angler ;  indeed,  for  that  matter  not  a  few  of  our 
rivers  were  frozen  over  also,  and  it  is  equally  true 
that  at  the^break-up  of  the  frost  the  fisher  found 


Kirkstead,  this  year  ;  and  about  a  dozen  other  first 
prizes.  At  the  present  time  he  holds  three  challenge 
cups— namely,  the  Slater-Poxcroft,  Waugh,  and 
West  Leeds  Cups.  Mr.  Bazley  is  a  schoolmaster  by 
profession,  and  spends  most  of  his  holidays  in 
<i^hing.   Halcyon, 

AN  "OLD-TIME"  ANGLING 
EXPERIENCE. 

It  would  seem  that  all  which  is  left  to  us  of  the 
old-fashioned  winters  is  the  memory  of  them.  Even 
the  Christmas  Annuals  bow  to  the  inevitable,  and 
holly-berries,  snow-clad  landscapes,  and  yule-logs 
crackling  and  blazing  in  wide-open  fireplaces  are 
conspicuous  by  their  absence  from  the  otherwise 
attractive  covers.  And  when  the  pubhsher  of  a 
Christmas  number  throws  up  the  game,  it  is  a  bad 
job  indeed !  I  say  "  bad  job  because  I  am  one  of 
those  who  have  revelled  in  hard  winters  in  the  past, 
and  would  do  so  again,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  I  am  convinced  a  keen  frost  sharpens  the 


his  occupation  gone.  Snow-broth  and  floating  ice 
are  not  conducive  to  sport.  Still,  'tis  better  to 
have  had  the  first  few  days  when  a  frost  has  set  in 
in  all  seriousness,  and  then  to  have  had  to  put  aside 
the  rod  when  fishing  was  no  longer  possible,  than 
to  have  had  no  frost  at  all.  Further,  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  more  often  than  not  some  open 
water  was  available  throughout  a  prevailing  frost  of 
average  severity.  And  when  the  water  was  avail- 
able the  sport  was  more  certain  and  of  a  more 
exciting  character.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  who 
have  experienced  fast  and  furious  fun  while  King 
Frost  held  the  country-side  in  his  icy  clutches  view 
these  matters  through  different  spectacles  in  these 
days,  as  some  latter-day  anglers  would  have  us 
believe.  Only  let  another  old-fashioned  winter 
arrive,  and  then  see  what  these  sceptics  shall  see  ! 

One  such  winter  occurred  (if  I  have  the  date 
correctly)  in  1880-1.  I  was  staying  over  Christmas 
with  some  friends  in  the  North  of  England.  We 
experienced  very  severe  weather  early  in  the  new 
year,  and  fishing  was  quite  impossible ;  but  before 
the  water  was  ice-bound  entirely  there  occurred  a 


succession  of  sharp,  but  not  too  severe,  frosts  that 
extended  over  about  three  weeks,  during  which 

time  friend  John  L  w  (who  will  well  remember 

the  time  should  these  Unes  be  perused  by  him,  as 
doubtless  they  will)  and  I  had  some  fishing  ex- 
periences that  are  worth  placing  on  record.  He 
also  was  a  guest  at  the  same  house,  and  our  host 
was  the  head-gamekeeper  on  a  certain  noble  lord's 
estate.  At  that  time  my  knowledge  of  trout  and 
grayhng  fishing  was  very  "  green  "  indeed  ;  but  I 
took  with  me  to  the  north  a  great  love  of  and  some 
httle  skill  connected  with  anghng  for  pike.  John 
was  a  North  Countryman  and  a  trout  fisher  pure 
and  simple  ;  but  my  enthusiasm  for  pike  fishing 
stirred  him  to  action  in  the  same  direction  also,  and 
we  were  chums  in  pursuit  of  the  same  quarry.  How 
our  hoUday  was  arranged  hardly  concerns  my  story, 
sufficient  it  is  to  say  that  events  led  to  he  and  I 
being  guests  at  the  same  house,  and  our  host  had 
arranged  for  us  to  have  "  as  much  pike  fishing  as 
we  could  spare  time  for."  When  it  is  remembered 
that  in  those  days  pike  were  very  seldom  angled 
for  in  the  North  of  England,  and  when  I  tell  you 
that  on  the  estate  were  waters  which  held  large 
numbers  of  them,  and  further,  our  host  had  in- 
structions to  destroy  the  pike  as  far  as  possible  in 
certain  of  those  waters,  it  will  be  easily  understood 
the  outlook  was  not  a  bad  one.  Only  one  thing 
was  wanted,  and  that  also  came — a  frost  set  in. 

I  had  asked  for  a  fair  chance  with  rod  and  line 
before  trimmering,  snaring,  and  shooting  the  fish 
were  resorted  to,  and  my  request  had  been  granted. 
The  greater  part  of  the  water  available  to  us  was 
the  deep  pools  in  about  three  miles  of  a  splendid 
river  ;  but  in  addition  there  were  several  ponds, 
and  one  good  big  lake  about  thirty  acres  of  water. 
The  pike  in  the  river  were  to  be  destroyed ;  those 
in  the  lake  and  ponds  were  "  held  over  for  further 
consideration,"  but  we  were  permitted  to  fish  for 
them.  I  think  that  is  all  the  explanation  necessary, 
as  I  do  not  propose  to  trouble  you  with  a  description 
of  our  host's  house,  his  hospitality,  the  cosy  evenings 
by  the  fireside,  etc.  One  other  bit  of  information, 
however,  had  better  be  imparted.  Through  the 
help  of  a  friend  in  London  and  the  kindly  offices  of 
the  guard  on  an  express  train,  we  were  kept  amply 
provided  with  a  good  store  of  grand  Thames  dace, 
which  formed  no  insignificant  item  in  our  arrange- 
ments. 

The  first  morning  was  clear  and  frosty — one  of 
those  mornings  which  brace  a  man  up  better  than 
any  tonic  that  has  yet  been  devised.    On  the  advice 
of  our  host,  we  determined  to  try  the  ponds  first. 
"  Unless  I  am  mistaken,"  he  remarked,  "  we  are  in 
for  a  prolonged  frost,  and  the  river  is  hkely  to 
remain  fishable  longer  than  the  ponds  and  lake." 
We  stuck  to  the  smaller  sheets  of  water  throughout 
the  day,  with  but  indifferent  results.    I  think  we 
had  five  small  fish  between  us,  and  our  want  of 
success  decided  us  to  try  the  lake  next  day.  During 
the  night  the  frost  became  keener,  and  in  the 
morning  we  noticed  thin  sheets  of  ice  on  the  ponds 
which  we  passed  on  our  way  to  the  larger  water, 
and  arriving  on   our   fishing  ground  we  found 
the  edges  of  the  lake  also  fringed,  and  some  of  the 
smaller  bays  covered.    There  was  a  broad,  steady 
boat  on  the  lake,  but  no  punt,  so  we  were  without 
the  use  of  a  well  for  our  baits.    Still,  we  had  large 
bait-cans,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  had  no  particular 
bother  in  that  way.    Our  host,  having  instructed 
us  in  the  most  likely  spots,  left  us  to  our  own 
resources,  and  we  were  soon  at  it,  electing  to  try 
the  orthodox  live-snap  tackle  in  the  first  place. 
The  lake  was  a  long,  straggling  sheet  of  water, 
broken  up  by  a  succession  of  small  bays,  and  as 
these  bays  would  seem  most  likely  to  hold  fish,  and 
the  ice  was  thin,  we  paid  attention  to  them,  or 
rather  some  of  them,  first.    I  gave  John  the  tip  to 
make  a  cast  without  having  a  bait  on  in  order  to 
test  the  ice,  and  adopting  the  same  tactics  mjrself, 
we  ascertained  there  was  no  trouble  in  getting  our 
baits  into  the  water,  and  soon  a  couple  of  lively 
dace  were  flashing  their  silvery  sides  in  Northum- 
brian water. 

My  friend's  float  was  the  first  to  disappear ;  it 
travelled  to  the  edge  of  some  unbroken  ice  and 
then  dived  out  of  sight.  But  even  while  he  was 
playing  his  fish,  which  was  only  a  small  one,  my 
float  cut  a  similar  caper,  and  I  was  fas.t  also  in  a 
small  fish.  Small  as  they  were,  however,  they 
broke  up  pretty  well  all  the  ice  in  that  bay  before 
they  were  knocked  on  the  head  and  laid  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat — a  brace  of  as  pretty  4-pounder3 
as  one  need  wish  to  see.  And  here  I  may  remark 
that  the  whole  of  the  fish  w©  caught  throughout 
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our  stay  were  not  only  in  magnificent  condition, 
but  were  beautifully  marked  as  well,  a  few  of  the 
bigger  ones  being  perfect  pictures  as  their  hand- 
somely mottled  sides  lay  quivering  in  the  cold, 
frosty  air.  You  do  not  meet  with  such  fish  in  July  ! 
John  got  another  fish  of  similar  size,  and  then  we 
shifted.  While  I  was  making  the  boat  fast,  my 
friend  made  a  cast,  and  bait  and  tackle  slid  over 
the  ice  at  a  rapid  rate.  Evidently  this  bay  was  a 
more  sheltered  one,  at  any  rate  the  ice  was  thicker. 
I  tried  a  cast  with  no  bait  on  with  similar  result,  so 
we  shifted  again,  and  this  time  got  our  baits  to 
work  as  before.  Here  I  got  a  brace,  and  John  drew 
a  blank,  and  so  we  went  on.  The  larger  n  amber 
of  fish  fell  to  my  rod,  but  this  success  on  my  part 
was  considerably  qualified  by  what  presently 
happened. 

So  far  we  had  only  small  fish — the  biggest  would 
not  weigh  more  than  six  or  seven  pounds— and  by 
the  time  we  reached  the  upper  part  of  the  lake  I 
was  wondering  if  we  were  to  fasten  into  a  decent 
one  at  all.  The  top  end  was  covered  with  fairly 
strong  ice,  so  we  moored  the  boat  in  the  channel 
and  fished  up  towards  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and 
before  our  baits  had  hardly  settled  down  to  work 
we  were  both  into  a  fish.  John  again  had  a  small 
one,  but  I  had  hooked  something  bigger  at  last, 
which  showed  a  splendid  fight,  and  when  brought 
alongside  the  boat  turned  its  glorious  side  to  the 
surface  and  fully  exposed  its  15-pounder  proportions 
to  my  proud  gaze.  And  even  as  my  friend  prepared 
to  gaff  it  something  parted.  The  float  and  a  length 
of  Une  fell  on  the  water.  John  looked  upwards  to 
see  what  had  happened.  I  was  too  surprised  to 
say  or  do  anything.  The  fish  gave  a  lazy  roll  over, 
John  made  a  dash  at  it  with  the  gaff — and  missed  ! 
The  fish,  finding  the  strain  on  it  released,  sank 
quietly  into  the  green  depths,  only  the  tell-tale 
float  told  us  in  what  direction  my  late  captive  was 
travelling,  and  presently  that  also  sank  out  of 
sight. 

What  had  happened  ?  Why,  simply  what  any 
man  not  quite  so  stupid  as  myself  might  have 
easily  guarded  against.  I  gazed  at  the  end  of  my 
line. 

"  John,"  I  said  to  my  friend,  "  let  me  look  at 
your  Une."- 

He  did  so,  and  I  then  pointed  out  where  the  line 
in  cutting  against  the  sharp  edges  of  the  broken 
ice  (thin  as  that  ice  was)  had  become  frayed.  My 
line,  owing  probably  to  having  had  more  fish  on  it 
among  the  ice,  had  been  the  first  to  part,  and  had 
of  course  parted  with  the  first  heavy  fish.  The 
moral  was  not  without  its  use.  The  experience 
has  saved  me  many  a  fish  since. 

Out  of  evil  Cometh  good.  We  got  the  15-pounder 
after  all,  and  at  the  same  time  learned  where  the 
big  fish  were  in  the  lake.  The  next  day  was  much 
milder — I  do  not  think  it  froze  at  all.  So  we  decided 
on  the  lake  as  our  fishing  quarters  once  more,  and 
on  reaching  the  upper  part  (after  pottering  about 
here  and  there  and  picking  up  a  small  fish  or  two 
by  the  way),  the  first  thing  we  saw  was  my  float 
saiUng  around  as  happy  and  contented  as  a  sand- 
boy. But  it  was  sailing  around,  and  from  that  fact 
we  surmised  that  the  fish  was  still  on,  and  in  this 
were  not  mistaken.  We  got  as  close  as  we  dare  in 
the  boat,  and  then  an  extremely  lucky  cast  en- 
tangled hooks  and  float  with  the  truant  float.  This 
time  all  held,  and  whether  or  not  the  fish  had  tired 
itself  out  with  previous  exertions  concerned  me 
very  little,  for  it  was  gaffed — and  gloated  over. 
And  then  it  occurred  to  me  that  as  the  biggest  fish 
so  far  seemed  to  prefer  the  open  water  in  the  channel 
to  the  bays,  that  probably  other  big  fish  did  also. 
So  we  fished  the  channel,  but  were  disappointed 
until  we  considerably  increased  the  depth  at  which 
we  fished,  and  then  we  reaped  our  reward,  which 
took  the  very  pleasing  form  of  a  12-pounder  and 
•  two  of  about  101b.  each. 

And  so  the  time  wore  on.-  For  the  most  part  we 
fished  the  lake — and  principally  the  channel,  need- 
less to  say — but  we  also  paid  two  or  three  visits  to 
the  river,  on  neither  occasion,  however,  doing  much 
good.  But  I  was  to  learn  yet  another  lesson  before 
my  hoUday  was  over.  Towards  the  middle  of  the 
second  week  the  weather  became  much  colder. 
There  was  no  fall  of  snow,  but  the  country-side 
scintillated  from  millions  of  facets,  while  the  frost 
that  clung  to  it  was  gently  kissed  by  the  rays  of  the 
sun  as  it  mounted  each  day  into  the  skies  hke 
nothing  so  much  as  a  huge  ball  of  glowing  red  fire. 
The  ground  rung  out  as  we  walked  to  river  or  lake, 
and  our  voices  were  hushed  when  we  addressed  each 
other  in  that  ice-bound  stillness,  The  bare  trees  and 


hedges,  the  reeds,  the  rushes,  and  every  blade  of  grass 
were  bedecked,  as  it  were,  with  countless  diamonds. 
The  birds  became  less  fearful  of  us,  and  as  the  frost 
increased  would  naturally  pick  up  crumbs  by  our 
side  the  while  we  rested  from  fishing.  The  smaller 
ponds  were  declared  to  be  capable  of  "  bearing," 
and  soon  the  youngsters  had  knocked  out  some 
slides,  and  John  and  I  were  not  too  old  at  that  time, 
nor  too  wrapped  up  in  our  fishing,  to  prevent  us 
joining  the  merry  crowd  at  "  postman's  knock  "  or 
"  meeting  my  lady."  At  length  the  surface  of  the 
lake  resounded  to  the  hum  of  skates,  and  then 
perforce  the  efforts  of  my  friend  and  myself  were 
confined  to  the  river.  And  then  also  we  experienced 
the  value  of  a  keen  frost  without  snow  in  a  moving 
body  of  water. 

Who  said  cold  ?  Perhaps  it  may  have  been  cold, 
but  we  never  felt  it  to  our  inconvenience.  The 
worst  job  under  such  circumstances  is  handhng  the 
baits  and  the  captured  fish  ;  but  you  must  handle 
baits  to  catch  fish,  and  who  minds  handhng  captured 
fish  1  The  stay-at-home  crouching  over  a  fire  might 
have  considered  it  cold,  but  we  did  not,  although 
the  line  froze  in  our  rod-rings  and  the  pike  we  caught 
stiffened  within  a  short  time  of  being  thrown  down 
on  the  bank.  We  might  have  thought  it  was  cold 
if  the  water  in  our  bait-cans  had  frozen  into  a  solid 
block.  But  it  did  not,  it  only  skimmed  over  with 
ice  between  the  times  our  hands  were  plunged  into 
it  for  fresh  baits.  Cold  !  Who  could  be  cold  with 
the  glow  of  enthusiasm  coursing  through  every  vein 
as  fish  after  fish  was  struck  and  fought  madly  for 
hberty  ?  Who  could  be  cold  when  every  nerve  was 
strained  in  the  effort  to  guide  the  hooked  fish  clear 
of  the  cruel,  sharp  edges  of  the  ice  that  fringed  each 
bank  of  the  river  and  was  slowly  but  surely  extend- 
ing its  grip  over  the  whole  surface  ?  Who  could  be 
cold  with  four  or  five  fish,  weighing  from  51b.  to 
81b.  each,  stiffening  in  the  keen  air  behind  and  yet 
another  gallant  one  fighting  for  fife  in  front  ? 

At  any  rate,  neither  John  nor  I  grumbled  at  the 
keenness  of  the  atmosphere.  More  than  a  score  of 
years  have  passed  since  we  fished  that  river  and 
that  lake ;  yet  if  the  weather  were  the  same  and 
the  opportunity  offered,  we  would  fish  it  again — 
wouldn't  we,  John  ?  And  so  would  any  of  my 
readers  if  they  had  the  chance,  even  though  they 
may  shrug  their  shoulders  at  my  enthusiasm  over 
an  old-time  experience.  E.  S.  S. 


SCIENCE  F.  FUN. 


I  WOULD  not  have  it  thought  that  I  am  an  ardent 
advocate  for  a  return  to  barbarism  ;  yet  there  is  in 
many  of  us  that  ineradicable  taint  of  the  Philistine 
which,  even  in  the  chaste  deUrium  of  a  first-quahty 
classical  chamber  concert,  will  give  pause  to  our 
soulful  throes  of  intellectual  deUght  while  we  vaguely 
wonder  if,  after  all,  the  rapturous  fascinations  of 
Brahms  and  Wagner  are  quite  equal  to  the  unhal- 
lowed joys  we  banged  out  of  a  toy  drum  or  tootled 
out  of  a  sixpenny  trumpet  in  the  unregenerate  days 
of  our  youth.  And,  in  fike  manner,  there  are 
moments  when  the  rebellious  thought  will  arise, 
"  With  all  our  added  knowledge  and  infinitely 
superior  tackle,  do  we  get  more  enjoyment  out  of 
fishing  than  our  great-grandfathers  did — nay,  do  we 
get  as  much  ?  "  Are  there  not  of  us  those  who, 
having  toiled  all  day  and  caught  nothing,  have 
pathetically  regarded  the  empty  creel  what  time 
we  mournfully  recalled  to  mind  the  long  days  and 
laborious  nights  devoted  to  wearying  study  of  the 
theory  of  artificial  flies,  and  the  working  out  of  the 
ideal  weight  of  fly-rods  to  seventeen  places  of 
decimals,  and  other  abstract  problems  too  numerous 
to  mention,  and  out  of  our  hearts  have  murmured, 
"  Was  it  worth  going  through  so  much  to  gain  so 
Uttle  ?  -'    Are  there  not  those  of  us  ?    Verily  ! 

Perhaps  it  is  as  well  occasionally  to  bear  in  mind 
the  fact  that  angUng  is  a  recreation ;  and  that,  in 
our  serious  efforts  to  hoist  it  clear  up  into  the  gallery 
of  recognised  applied  sciences,  we  may  be  rendering 
hopeless  our  quest  of  that  idylUc  peace  with  which 
tradition  has  long  surrounded  it.  Anyhow,  that 
thought  occurred  to  me  the  other  day  when  chance 
led  me  to  tumble  up  against  a  homely  old  American 
citizen,  and  the  question  of  modern  scientific 
angUng  cropped  up. 

"  Humph  !  Scientific  angling ! '-'  he  sniffed 
rather  contemptuously.  Then,  apparently  fl3ring 
off  at  a  tangent,  he  observed :  "  Say,  this  yer  ear- 
grafting  business — 'pears  to  me  from  reading  your 
papers  as  you  Britishers  consider  the  switching  of 


one  live  ear  off'n  one  man  on  to  another  an  almighty 
smart  section  of  business  on  the  part  of  the  scientific 
sharps.  But  it  ain't  durned  well  worth  mentioning 
along  of  what  has  been  done.  Hear  me  !  Way  up 
in  New  Jamesopolis,  whar  I  was  raised,  thar  was  a 
man — leastways,  thar  was  two-thirds  of  a  man — 
of  the  name  of  William  S.  Slapson,  as  hadn't  no  legs 
and  only  one  arm.  Jest  think  of  the  position  of 
that  man  !  He  didn't  know  what  it  was  to  hev  to 
go  mushing  round  on  his  legs  all  day  until  he  couldn't 
drag  one  foot  after  the  other — skursely  !  And  he 
hadn't  no  particular  difficulty  worth  mentioning  in 
hiding  from  his  left  hand  what  his  right  hand  was 
doing — no,  indeedy  !  All  he  had  to  do  was  to  ho 
back  on  his  patent  spring-buffered,  pneumatic- 
cushioned  couch,  and  draw  the  dividends  from  his 
invested  insurance  money,  and  enjoy  hisself  all  the 
time.  I  tell  you,  WiUiam  S.  was  as  happy  as  a  slug 
in  a  pumpkin-patch,  ontil  a  meddlesome  medical 
sharp  came  along,  and  got  to  work  on  him  with  his 
latest  scientific  notions,  to  persuade  him  what  a  con- 
siderable improvement  it  would  be  if  he'd  allow  'em 
to  build  to  him  in  the  latest  style.  And  WiUiam  S. 
was  fool  enough  to  hsten,  and  hanker  arter  legs  and 
a  complete  set  of  arms,  and  then  they  started  in  to 
graft  on  to  him.  Thar  was  a  man  from  Pennsylvania 
traded  him  a  five  leg  for  five  hundred  dollars,  and 
bimeby  a  galoot  from  Nebrasky  swopped  him 
another  for  a  handsome  consideration  ;  while  a 
fellow  down  East  supphed  him  an  arm  as  he  hadn't 
no  particular  use  for — being  out  of  work  at  the  time 
and  not  wanting  any — and  the  lot  was  grafted  on  to 
William  S.  one  after  the  other.  That  was  whar  the 
worry  came  in.  Of  course,  Wilham  S.  didn't  know 
his  Pennsylvania  leg  was  addicted  to  chronic  rheu- 
matiz,  any  more'n  he  was  aware  as  his  Nebrasky 
toes  was  plaguy  subject  to  chilblains  as  soon 's  the 
winter  sot  in,  or  his  down-East  arm  most  alius  broke 
out  pesky  bad  with  eczema  if  he  tetched  certain 
kinds  of  food — leastways,  he  didn't  know  ontil  he'd 
got  finally  hitched  up  to  his  new  sections,  and  then 
the  circus  began.  Gosh  !  You  never  seen  sech  a 
time  as  WiUiam  S.  had  with  his  second-hand  Umbs. 
He'd  most  to  roast  his  Pennsylvania  leg  on  account 
of  its  rheumatiz,  and  nat'raUy  the  fire  fetched  out 
his  Nebrasky  chilblains,  and  started  'em  off  aching 
Uke  fury,  ontil  he  had  to  take  some  special  diet  for 
'em,  and  the  stuff  flew  straight  to  his  down-East  arm, 
and  stirred  up  the  eczema  until  it  purty  nigh  blazed. 
Of  course,  as  soon 's  he  hitched  away  from  the  fire 
to  give  his  Nebrasky  chilblains  a  chance,  the  rheu- 
matiz started  in  again  ;  and  then,  mebbe,  he'd  try 
some  patent  specific  for  the  Pennsylvania  rheumatiz, 
and  it  would  touch  off  the  down-East  eczema 
wuss  'n  ever.  What  with  wrastUng  with  one  or 
another  of  his  new  grafts,  he  hadn't  a  blamed 
minute  left  to  enjoy  hisself,  and  from  a  happy, 
contented  party  it  turned  him  into  the  most 
peevish,  cantankerousest  crank  atween  here  and 
yonder. 

"  Wall,  that's  jest  whar  scientific  angUng  is.-  So 
long  's  your  angUng's  jest  fishing — bUnd  fishing — 
you  kin  bet  you're  going  to  hev  a  real  good  time ; 
but  as  soon's  you  start  grafting  scientific  Umbs  on  to 
it  permiscus,  it's  jest  going  to  take  you  aU  your  time 
to  wrastle  with  the  controversial  rheumatiz,  and  the 
ichthyological  chilblains,  and  the  dry-fly  eczema, 
so  to  speak.  Of  course,  ef  it's  jest  science  we're 
on  the  trail  of,  the  man  as  skirmishes  round  the 
sport  with  a  barometer,  and  feels  the  pulse  of  the  air 
with  a  hygroscope,  and  generaUy  jerks  in  sixteen 
different  'ologies  to  reduce  the  huU  blamed  thing  to 
the  greatest  common  tangle  of  high-class  unintelUgi- 
biUty — that  man  scores  aU  along  the  Une.  But  ef 
it's  fun — jest  fun — then  the  feUow  what  jabs  a  worm 
on  his  hook  and  heaves  it  into  the  creek  to  wait  for 
a  fish  to  come  along,  and  lets  his  angUng  go  at  that, 
is  top  dog  aU  the  time.'- 

I  am  convinced  there  is  something  worth  thinking 
about  in  the  old  citizen's  observations,  always  pre- 
suming that  we  follow  angUng  as  a  recreative  relaxa- 
tion. Is  the  enjoyment  to  the  man  -ndth  the 
intricately-devised  spUt-cane  and  the  mathematical 
Une,  who  has  dressed  aU  his  flies  with  the  threads 
of  laborious  theories  dubbed  with  infinite  research, 
or  to  "  the  infamous  small  boy  sitting  on  the  oppo- 
site bank  of  the  creek  pulUng  up  fish  by  the  dozen 
with  a  pin-hook  and  some  WTapping  twine  ?  "  It 
is  a  question  for  philosophers  to  shed  themselves 
over.  W.  Cakter  Platts. 
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AN  ADAPTATION  OF  THE  LEA 

EOACH  POLE. 
/   

Although  the  18ft.  pole,  with  its  inseparable 
"  tight  line,"-  is  little  used  except  in  certain  restricted 
neighbourhoods,  a  modification  of  its  use  should 
be  a  benefit  to  coarse  fishers  in  any  locahty. 

In  order  to  give  a  httle  more  natural  spring  to 
the  ordinary  pole  of  six  or  seven  yards  length,  and 
yet  avoid  the  double  strike,  it  is  a  good  plan  to 
whip  the  joint  ends  iiistead  of  ferruling  them. 

On  no  river  with  which  I  am  famihar  is  it  an 
advantage  to  use  a  rod  of  a  shorter  length  than 
15ft.  Occasionally  the  latter  is  to  be  preferred  to 
an  18ft.  or  20ft.  rod,  but  if  the  angler  be  of  a 
roving  temperament,  he  will  probably  find  that  he 
requires  the  full  length  to  fish  the  very  next  swim 
he  tries.  The  rod  must  be  adapted  to  the  con- 
ditions, and  this  may  be  done  by  (1)  fixing  the 
reel  by  means  of  rubber  rings  instead  of  by  the 
ordinary  winch  fittings  ;  (2)  using  these  rings  on 
both  butt  and  bottom  joint  but  one.  One  pair  of 
these  rings  should  be  placed  eighteen  inches  or  a 
couple  of  feet  from  the  lower  end  of  the  butt,  and 
the  second  pair  some  six  inches  up  the  second  joint. 
I  am  here  supposing  that  the  butt  is  about  five  feet 
in  length,  and  this  being  so,  a  couple  of  feet  up  will 
give  the  approximate  balance.  A  foot  from  the 
top  end  of  the  butt  the  only  ring  is  placed,  and  this 
ring  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  situation,  as  on  its 
construction  depends  the  detachabihty — if  I  may 
use  such  a  word— of  the  bottom  joint.  It  is  made 
in  two  pieces,  which,  when  whipped  on.  He  side  by 
side. 

In  the  rough  diagram,  C  and  D  show  the  parts 
which  are  bound  to  the  rod  whilst  the  fine  can  be 
sHpped  from  A  to  B  out  of  the  ring,  the  reel  taken 


only  a  short  distance  away,  made  a.  dash;  The 
poachers  bolted  in  all  directions,  carrying  the 
salmon  with  them,  and  a  great  overland  chase 
ensued  across  the  Biggarshiels  estate,  over  Bizzy- 
berry  and  Ewe  hills,  on  to  Garwood  estate,  where 
among  the  woodlands  all  trace  was  lost,  and  the 
chase  was  given  up  by  the  bailiffs,  who  were  fairly 
outclassed  and  outwitted,  returning  to  Biggar 
without  making  a  single  capture.  The  ground 
covered  would  be  about  five  miles,  the  salmon  being 
'  planked  '  en  route.''- 


AGITATION  AGAINST  THE 
TWEED  ACTS. 

All  who  are  interested  in  the  Tweed  should 
follow  the  accounts  of  the  agitation  against  what  the 
Edinburgh  Dispatch  calls  "The  Unpopular  Tweed 
Acts,"  which  is  going  on  in  connection  with  the 
Parliamentary  election  at  Hawick.  The  Dispatch 
of  Dec.  19  says:— "A  letter  has  to-day  been 
received  from  Mr.  Graham  Murray,  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  acknowledging  receipt  of  a  resolution 
passed  at  a  pubhc  meeting  in  Hawick  calhng  upon 
the  Government  to  repeal  the  Tweed  Fisheries  Acts 
as  unjust  and  oppressive,  and  to  introduce  a  measure 
more  in  keeping  with  the  dictates  of  right  and 
justice.  Mr.  Graham  Murray  states  that,  according 
to  the  forms  of  the  House,  he  cannot  present  the 
resolution  to  Parhament,  but  that  if  a  petition 
embodying  the  resolution  were  forwarded  to  him  he 
would  be  pleased  to  present  it.  He  adds  that  the 
subject  of  the  Tweed  Fishery  Acts  is  engaging  the 
attention  of  the  Government. 

"  Sib  a.  Conan  Doyle's  Strong  Views. 
Sir   Arthur   Conan    Doyle,    the  prospective 
Unionist  candidate  for  Hawick,  having  been  asked 
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out  of  the  lower  rubbers,  bottom  joint  taken  off, 
and  the  reel  fixed  into  the  rubbers  on  the  second 
joint  in  far  less  time  than  it  takes  to  describe. 

By  adopting  this  method  of  fishing  with  a  running 
fine  all  varieties  of  water  may  be  covered  with  the 
minimum  of  inconvenience.  Another  advantage 
lies  in  the  abihty  to  use  very  fine  tackle,  and  so 
secure  big  fish,  without  the  possibiUty  of  breaking 
from  being  unable  to  let  the  prospective  victim 
have  the  requisite  amount  of  fine  to  kill  him. 

It  is  an  easy  matter  to  get  a  landing-net  handle 
to  fit  the  butt  end  of  the  rod.  This  faciUtates 
"  I'oving  "-  when  not  using  the  bottom  joint. 

A  few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  borrowed 
my  "  old  prop  "  with  a  view  to  making  a  copy  of  it. 
He  has  succeeded  in  manufacturing  an  article  as 
near  to  the  original  as  possible,  and  one  eminently 
adapted  to  this  style  of  angling. 

The  accompanying  sketch  shows  the  position  of 
rubber  rings  and  the  sectional  rod  ring.  Baz. 

EXCITING  ESCAPE  OF  SALMON 
POACHERS. 


TWEED  BAILIFFS  "OUTCLASSED  AND 
OUTWITTED.'^ 


On  Dec.  18  an  exciting  chase  took  place  after 
salmon  poachers  by  water-baiUffs,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Superintendent  Angus,  of  the  Peeblesshire 
River  Baihffs.  The  Edinburgh  Dispatch  says  :— 
"  A  premeditated  capture  was  evidently  intended, 
and  every  opportunity  was  afforded,  as  nearly  a 
dozen  poachers  were  busy  on  Spittal  burn,  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  Tweed,  and  as  fish  were  plentiful  a  large 
number  were  secured,  when  the  bailiffs,  who  were 


for  his  views  on  the  Tweed  Acts,  the  following  letter 
has  been  received  by  the  Hawick  Express  for  pubh- 
cation  : — • 

"  '  Dec.  14,  1903. 
"  '  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  your  letter  asking 
me  for  my  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  the  Tweed 
Fishery  Acts.  I  paid  some  attention  to  the  matter 
during  my  i-ecent  pleasant  visit  to  the  Border 
Burghs.  So  long  as  the  law  is  on  the  statute-book 
the  pohce  have  no  option  but  to  enforce  it ;  but  the 
law  itself,  dating  back,  as  it  does,  for  nearly  fifty 
yexrs,  seems  to  me  to  need  either  fundamental 
alteration  or  absolute  repeal.  All  private  legislation 
seems  to  me  to  be  open  to  criticism,  and  these  Acts 
contain  some  pecuharly  vexatious  provisions.  I 
should  hke  to  see  no  law  upon  the  subject  of  fishing 
save  the  general  Salmon  Fishery  Law  of  Scotland. 
This  does,  of  course,  at  present  apply  ;  but  it  is 
complicated  by  the  existence  of  the  private  Acts. 
Even  the  general  law  of  fishing  should  be  admini- 
stered in  a  broad  and  hberal  spirit,  and  a  marked 
distinction  made  between  the  man  who  transgresses 
it  out  of  pure  love  of  sport,  and  the  man  who  does  so 
in  order  to  resell  the  fish  wliich  he  takes. — Yours 
faithfully,  "  '  Arthur  Conan  Doyle.'  " 


A  RUSSIAN  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Permission  has  been  granted  for  the  formation  of 
a  Society  of  Anglers  in  Russia  (no  society  can  be 
formed  in  Russia  without  a  permission  from  the 
Government).  Among  the  objects  of  the  society  is 
the  propagation  of  knowledge  of  the  most  improved 
angling  utensils.  English  fishing  hooks  are  specially 
popular  in  Ruasia  in  spite  of  their  higher  price. — 
Commercial  Intelligence^ 


RECENT  ADVANCES  IN  LOBSTER 
CULTURE. 

{From  a  paper  read  at  the  American  Fishery 
Society  by  Mr.  A.  D.  Mead,  of  the  Commission 
of  Inland  Fisheries  of  Rhode  Island.) 

Mr.  Mead  said  it  was  obvious  that  the  time  when 
the  lobster  had  greatest  need  of  protection  was 
during  the  first  few  weeks  after  hatching. 

The  difficulty  of  confining  newly-hatched  fiy,  of 
feeding  them,  and  of  preventing  cannibahsm  have 
baffled  the  many  attempts  which  have  frequently 
been  made  to  protect  them  through  this  period. 
Every  conceivable  sort  of  car  and  enclosure  has  been 
tried,  with  scant  promise  of  success.  The  fry,  left 
to  themselves,  are  inevitably  carried  against  the 
side  of  the  enclosure,  or  siYik  to  the  bottom,  and 
perish. 

The  solution  of  this  difficulty  is  a  simple  one. 
The  water  must  be  kept  constantly  in  motion,  so 
that  the  fry  cannot  sink,  and  so  that  the  particles 
of  food  may  be  kept  suspended  and  within  the  reach 
of  the  fry.  This  was  suggested  by  the  study  of  the 
movement  and  habits  of  the  fry  in  confinement  at 
Wickford  late  in  the  season  of  1900.  Accordingly 
the  last  fry  of  that  season  (which,  by  the  way,  were 
a  poor  lot)  were  kept  in  motion  by  means  of  an  oar, 
and  the  great  increase  in  the  proportion  reared  to  the 
lobsterhng  stage  was  most  encouraging. 

In  1901  the  stirring  was  done  by  means  of  slowly 
rotating  propellers,  which  were  placed  in  the  cars 
and  moved  by  a  gasohne  engine.  The  percentage 
carried  through  the  swimming  stages  was  raised 
from  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent,  in  the  experiments 
of  previous  years  to  50  per  cent,  in  some  cases. 

In  1902  this  apparatus  was  improved  and  ex- 
tended, but  the  same  principle  was  made  use  of — 
namely,  that  of  stirring  the  propellers,  and  the 
results  were  far  ahead  of  any  of  those  of  previous 
years. 

In  the  first  two  years  of  the  experiments,  before 
the  stirring  method  was  used,  less  than  100  fry 
were  carried  through  to  the  lobsterhng  stage.  At 
Wickford  the  record  of  experiments  is  as  follows :  — 

In  1900,  when  the  stirring  with  an  oar  was  first 
tried,  the  yield  was  about  3000  ;  in  1901,  with  the 
introduction  of  machinery,  10,000 ;  in  1902,  Avith 
the  improved  machinery,  30,000.  The  number  of 
fry  received  during  these  years  was  diminished  each 
year. 

In  1900  the  main  problem  before  us  was  to  devise 
an  apparatus  in  which  the  lobster  fry  could  be 
carried  through  the  swimming  stages  in  large 
numbers  and  in  good  proportion,  and  this  problem 
has  been  solved.  Incidentally,  we  might  say  that 
the  apparatus  is  also  effective  in  hatching  lobster 
eggs.  In  designing  the  apparatus  we  have  kept  con- 
stantly in  mind  the  possibihty  of  its  installation  in 
any  protected  estuary  on  any  desired  scale,  and  at 
a  comparatively  small  cost.  All  that  is  required  in 
the  way  of  an  experiment  station  is  a  series  of 
skeleton  floats  buoyed  up  by  barrels  or  otherwise  ; 
the  floats  may  be  coupled  together  and  sti'ongly 
moored.  The  shafting  for  transmitting  the  power 
from  one  float  to  another  can  be  coupled  with  uni- 
versal joints  and  shding  shafts. 

It  will  be  surprising  if  better  results  cannot  be 
obtained  in  the  future  by  means  of  improvements 
in  the  apparatus,  and  through  general  experience, 
and  I  would  hke  to  indicate  two  Unes  in  which 
improvements  should  be  hoped  for.  First,  in  per- 
fecting the  transmission  machinery,  and  second, 
in  protecting  the  fry  from  parasites,  such  as  diatoms 
and  microscopic  fungi. 

Inasmuch  as  the  lobster  is,  to  a  considerable 
degree,  a  migrating  animal,  its  cultivation  by 
private  enterprise  will  require  its  confinement  till  it 
reaches  the  market  size,  and  here  several  new  pro- 
blems present  themselves.  Can  it  five  in  confine- 
ment through  the  winter  ?  How  long  does  it 
require  to  reach  the  marketable  size  ?  i 
The  first  question  has  been  satisfactorily  answered  f 
by  the  experiments  of  the  Rhode  Island  Commis- 
sion. We  have  kept  a  considerable  number  of 
young  lobsters  through  three  successive  winters 
by  sinking  them  in  small  cars  to  a  depth  of  about 
8ft.  in  water  which  becomes  quite  fresh  in  the 
spring,  and  which  freezes  at  the  surface  in  winter. 

The  question  of  the  rate  of  growth  has  not  as  yet 
been  fully  answered.  In  our  experiments  the  most 
conspicuous  feature  of  growth  is  its  great  variabihty ; 
at  any  time  after  the  first  few  months,  lobsters  of 
the  same  age  are,  some  of  them,  twice  the  length  of  I 
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others.  The' largest  specimens  one  year  of  age  were 
3m.  ;  two  years,  6in.  ;  and  three  years,  Sin. 

The  full  account  of  our  experiments,  with  de- 
Bcriptions  and  pictures  of  the  apparatus,  is  published 
in  recent  reports  of  the  Rhode  Island  Commission 
of  Inland  Fisheries. 

[It  looks  as  if  the  Americans  were  making  real 
progress,  although  they  do  not  as  yet  claim  to  have 
proved  that  lobster  culture  can  be  made  to  pay. — 
R.  B.  M.] 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  ASSOCIATION. 

A  MEETING  of  the  provisional  committee  of  the 
Salmon  and  Trout  Association  was  held  at  Fish- 
mongers' Hall  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  15,  1903,  at  2  p.m. 

Present  .-—The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell, 
Bart.,  M.P.  (in  the  chair),  SirH.  Seton-Karr,  C.M.G., 
M.P.,  Mr.  Richard  B.  Martin,  M.P.,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis 
Bund,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  H.  Ffennell,  Mr.  Steua-ft 
Gladstone,  Mr.  J.  Hotchkis.  Mr.  W.  J.  Lee,  Mr.  I.  S. 
Lister,  Mr.  R.  W.  May,  Mr.  J.  M.  Pope,  Mr.  J. 
Wrench  Towse,  Mr.  J.  .A.  Travers,  Mr.  John  Warren. 

Letters  of  Regret  : — Letters  regretting  inability  to 
attend  were  read  from  many  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men. The  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  on  April  28 
were  read  and  confirmed.  A  printed  draft  of  pro- 
posed bye-laws  was  submitted. 

Besolved  : — That  the  draft  bye-laws  submitted  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee  for  revision  ;  that 
the  following  be  the  special  committee,  namelv.  Sir 
H.  Seton-Karr,  C.M.G.,  M.P.,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Travers,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  W.  J.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  ;  that  it  be  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  special  committee  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  making  the  annual  subscription  £1  Is.  for 
individual  members  and  the  entrance  fee  £1  Is.,  if 
it  be  deemed  desirable  that  an  entrance  fee  be 
charged  ;  and  that  the  special  committee  report  to 
the  Council  at  their  next  meeting  to  be  held  on 
Jan.  19. 

Council  .'—Resolved,  that  the  following  members 
of  the  association  form  the  council  : — His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Abercorn,  K.G.,  C.B.,  His  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  K.G.,  Colonel  the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  the 
Hon.  E.  B.  Portman,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Herbert 
MaxweU,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Sir  R.  Gresley,  Bartr,  Sir  H. 
Seton-Karr,  C.M.G.,  M.P.,  Sir  Charles  Petrie,  Aldn., 
J.P.,  Mr.  N.  W.  Helme,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell, 
M.P.,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  Mr.  R.  J.  Aspinall,  Mr.  E.  L. 
Beckwith,  Mr.  A.  D.  Berrington,  Mr.  J.  W.  AVilHs 
Bund,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  B.  E.  Durant,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Feilding,  Mr.  John  Fell,  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  Mr. 
John  Hotchkis,  Mr.  W.  J.  Lee,  Mr.  I.  S.  Lister,  Mr. 
R.  May,  Dr.  D.  Noel  Baton,  Mr.  E.  Lort  Phillips, 
Mr.  J.  M.  Pope,  Mr.  E.  Rawlings,  Mr.  C.  H.  Sten- 
ning,  Mr.  John  Thompson,  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Travers,  Mr.  John  Warren,  Mr.  G.  Weston. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  K.G.,  C.B.,  was 
elected  president  of  the  association  ;  Mr.  Richard 

B.  Martin,  M.P.,  was  elected  treasurer  ;  and 
Martin's  Bank,  Ltd.,  was  appointed  bankers  to  the 
association. 

New  Members  : — Applications  for  membership 
were  submitted  and  the  following  new  members 
•elected  : — The  Duke  of  Beaufort,  K.G.,  the  Marquis 
of  Granbv,  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull,  Lord  Castletown, 

C.  M.G.,  Bear-Admiral  Sir  W.  J.  L.  Wharton,  K.C.B., 
Colonel  the  Hon.  G.  Ormsby-Gore,  M.P.,  Sir  WiUiam 
Lee-Warner,  K.C.S.I.,  Colonel  E.  Villiers,  A.D.C., 
Colonel  E.  A.  Grove,  C.B.,  Colonel  E.  D.  Malcolm, 
C.B.,  Archdeacon  C.  M.  Woosnam,  Dr.  T.  Irvin 
Rowell,  C.M.G.,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P.,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Murrav,  M.P.,  Mr.  A.  Osmond  WilUams,  M.P.,  Mr. 
W.  O.^Danckwerts,  K.C.,  Dr.  William  Griffith,  Dr. 
W.  J.  Tivy,  Lieut.-Col.  T.  J.  O'Donnell,  Mr.  R.  R. 
FitzHerbert,  Mr.  Moreton  Frewen,  Mr.  J.'  Garvey, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Greaves,  Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown,  Mr. 
M.  D.  Hill,  Mr.  Thomas  McDermott,  Mr.  W.  R.  H. 
Merk,  C.S.I.,  Mr.  J.  Musgrave,  Mr.  T.  Pilkington, 
J. P.,  Mr.  T.  M.  J.  Watkin. 

Correspondence  : — The  hon.  secretary  referred  to 
letters  he  had  received  from  boards  of  conservators 
and  others  appro\ang  of  the  formation  of  the  asso- 
ciation and  asking  for  further  information. 

Legislation  : — The  question  of  urging  early  legis- 
lation by  memorials  and  deputations  to  the  Govern- 
ment Departments  was  discussed.  Resolved  : — 
That  deputations  wait  upon  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land, the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  to 
urge  the  necessity  of  legislative  action  in  the  interest 
of  the  salmon  and  trout  fisheries  during  the  next 
-  session  of  Parliament  ;  and  that  the  hon.  secretary 
write  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Abercorn  asking  him 
the  days  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  present 
the  respective  deputations  ;  and  the  hon.  secretary 
arrange  for  the  deputations  on  dates  suitable  to  His 
Grace. 

Next  Meeting  of  Council : — It  was  decided  to  hold 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  on  Tuesday, 
January  19,  at  2.30  p.m. 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


MAC'S  "TEOOT." 

I  AM  getting  an  old  man  now,  and  my  fishing  days 
are  about  over.  Time  was  when  I  could  spin  a 
minnow  and  dress  and  throw  a  fly  with  the  best  of 
them,  but  "  rheumatiz  "  and  other  ailments  too  often 
incidental  to  the  after  years  of  the  angler's  life  keep 
me  away  from  the  riverside,  and  I  have  to  content 
myself  with  ruminating  over  the  glories  of  the  past. 
Next  to  an  actual  foray  amongst  the  trout  or  a 
tussle  ■with  the  salmon,  I  know  of  no  greater  pleasure 
than  to  sit  at  home  in  the  ingle  nook  smoking  my 
pipe  and  surrounded  by  my  old  fishing  books,  and 
listen  to  the  cauld  blast  as  it  whistles  round  the  gable 
outside  and  produces  the  weirdest  of  all  nature's 
music.  At  such  times  the  soughing  of  the  wind 
conjures  up  queer  notions,  and  the  smoke  wreaths 
assume  quaint  shapes  and  lead  one's  thoughts  into 
a  retrospective  groove  as  we  muse  o'er  the  things 
that  are  no  more.  Shadowy  forms  of  old  friends 
come  trooping  out  before  that  "  inward  eye,"  and 
strange  happenings  of  the  far-away  past  come 
flickering  before  our  mental  vision  in  that  eerie 
fasliion  that  is  usually  associated  with  the  super- 
natural. As  the  mind  unconsciously  travels  down 
the  long  vista  of  bygone  years,  tangled  visions  of 
forgotten  episodes,  which  have  long  lain  dormant 
in  the  memory,  flash  across  the  mind  and  serve  to 
reheve  the  tedium  of  a  winter's  night.  Some  of 
these  odd  thoughts  are  of  a  mournful  nature,  and 
we  ponder  over  them  in  a  pessimistic  mood,  whilst 
others  prompt  us  to  take  a  more  whimsical  view, 
and  smile  to  ourselves  as  we  recall  their  comical 
elements  and  their  laughable  surroundings.  It  is 
one  of  these  whimsical  turns  I  am  about  to  write 
of;  and  the  story  will,  I  hope,  lose  none  of  its  interest 
or  comicahty  when  I  state  that  it  is — except  for 
the  obvious  change  of  nomenclature — an  "  owre 
true  tale.'' 

At  the  nethermost  end  of  the  county  of 
Shropshire,  and  in  fact  on  the  Welsh  borderland, 
there  stands  a  pretty  and  secluded  village.  This 
village,  in  spite  of  its  picturesque  surroundings,  is 
not  by  any  means  known  as  a  tourist  resort  to  the 
extent  that  its  scenic  attractions  and  singular 
beauty  should  command.  Sitiiated  as  it  is  on  the 
banks  of  a  fairly  good  sporting  river,  it  has  for 
some  years  past  been  patronised  by  a  certain  select 
party  of  anglers  who  are  attracted  there  not  so 
much  by  the.  excellent  fishing,  as  for  the  usual 
good-fellowship  and  bonhomie  preserved  amongst 
this  mystic  circle  of  fishermen.  They  returned 
again  and  again,  for  it  took  a  lot  to  daunt  the 
spirits  of  those  contemplative  men,  and  it  required 
a  heap  of  calamities  to  upset  their  usual  equanimity. 
The  river  might  run  gin  clear  or  dead  low,  or  it 
might  roU  along  in  heavy  flood,  but  none  of  these 
conditions,  nor  even  an  empty  creel,  had  any  effect 
on  these  stoical  sportsmen.  They  came  down  to 
the  Salopian  village  with  the  fixed  idea  of  thoroughly 
enjoying  themselves,  and  their  fishing  drawbacks 
were  quickly  forgotten  over  the  dinner-table  in  the 
evening  at  the  village  inn.  This  ceremony  over, 
they  would  foregather  in  the  "  best  parlour,"  and 
over  a  social  bowl — or  mebbe  two — they  would 
make  the  welkin  ring  again  and  their  fishing  troubles 
would  soon  be 

"In  the  deep  ocean  of  oblivion  buried." 

As  the  evening  advanced  song  and  story  would 
hold- them  together  until  the  -watching  hour,  when 
they  would  retire  to  bed  and  dream  of  phantom 
pike  or  aldermanic  trout  until  the  morning.  Many 
pleasant  evenings  have  I  spent  in  their  company  in 
the  parlour  of  that  old  hostelry,  the  memory  of 
which  is  even  now  conjured  up  through  the  smoke 
wreaths  from  my  pipe  as  I  pen  these  fines. 

On  one  occasion — and  more  years  ago  than  I 
care  to  remember — there  came  to  the  inn  from  a 
great  manufacturing  city,  not  distantly  connected 
with  the  cotton  industry,  as  jovial  and  hearty  a 
crowd  of  anglers  as  it  was  possible  to  get  together. 
They  came,  as  was  their  usual  custom,  for  a  "quiet" 
week-end,  and  they  brought  enough  with  them  in 
the  way  of  fishing  gear  to  stock  a  shop.  And  some 
of  them  could  fish  beyond  a  doubt,  one  of  the 
party,  whom  we  will  call  "Worsteded,"  enjoying  a 
great  local  reputation  as  a  bottom  fisher.  It  was 
his  first  visit  to  the  inn,  and  it  was  currently  reported 
by  one  of  his  friends  that  he  was  the  best  fisherman 
north  of  the  Trent  at  anything,  from  "raking"  for 
gudgeon  to  spinning  for  pike.  This  information 
was  vouchsafed  with  such  an  air  of  mystery  and 
authority  by  a  gentleman]  haifing  fromj  the  Land 
o'   Cakes,   and  rejoicing  in  the  name -of  Tam 
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Macintosh,  late  of  the  Gordon' Highlanders, -that 
we  looked  upon  Worsteded  as  an  angfing  prodigy 
and  worthy  of  the  most  profound  respect.  There 
was  also  a  German  gentleman  with  the  party  who 
was  perhaps,  aa  an  angler,  the  very  antitype  to 
Worsteded,  for  our  Teutonic  friend  knew  as  much 
about  catching  fish  as  he  did  about  circle  saiUng. 
The  trio  constituted  the  leading  members  of  the 
comedy,  which,  when  "  supported  by  the  whole 
strength  of  the  company " — to  drop  into  the 
parlance  of  the  stage— also  comprised  five  other 
characters,  including  the  wTiter.  In  point  of  talent 
as  an  angler,  Worsteded,  however,  stood  pre- 
eminent ;  his  prowess  completely  overawed  the  rest 
of  the  company,  and  it  was  tacitly  underetood  that 
we  should  stand  no  earthly  chance  against  the 
"  champion  of  the  north at  the  match  on  the 
morrow.  And  he  certainly  meant  business,  for  he 
was  up  next  morning  at  the  first  blush  of  dawn, 
and  rushed  do-mi  to  the  river  just  to  see  what 
things  looked  Uke.  Matters,  however,  were  not 
altogether  to  his  hking,  for  there  had  been  a  "  posh  " 
of  rain  overnight  wliich  had  discoloured  the  water, 
and  he  elected  to  fish  one  of  the  adjacent  brooks — 
famed  for  big  roach — leaving  the  main  stream  to 
us  unsophisticated  mortals. 

It  was  a  go-as-you-please  match,  one  of  those 
catch-as-catch-can  affairs,  where  nothing  in  the 
shape  of  bait  is  barred,  and  we  fished  anything 
from  a  Coch-y-Bondhu  to  a  maggot. 

There  was,  of  course,  considerable  excitement, 
and  we  fished  that  stream  for  all  it  was  worth. 
Poor  success,  however,  rewarded  our  exertions  and 
patience,  for  the  river  was  stiU  rising,  and  at  length 
we  aU  reeled  up  and  returned  to  the  inn.  Strange 
to  say,  on  comparing  notes,  we  found  our  Cousin 
German  had  caught  the  heaviest  fish.  It  was  a 
thumping  big  chub,  and  he  was  mightily  proud  of 
the  achievement.  By  a  really  wonderful  stroke  of 
luck,  another  man  managed  to  grass  two  fine  trout, 
whilst  another  of  the  party  landed  a  ghastly  looking 
eel  that  was  so  damaged  and  cut  up  generally  as  to 
give  one  the  impression  it  had  come  through  a 
coUiery  explosion.  We  were  all  heartily  ashamed 
of  our  mixed  bag,  except  the  German,  who  held  on 
to  his  big  chub  Uke  an  octopus.  With  bated  breath 
we  awaited  the  return  of  the  Cock  of  the  North, 
Worsteded,  and  we  ruefully  anticipated  the  heavy 
catch  he  would  bring  along  ^vith  him.  And  we  had 
not  to  wait  long,  for  'twixt  the  gloamin'  and  the 
mirk  he  turned  up — very  much  disgusted  and 
without  a  single  fish  !  This  clearly  was  too  good  a 
joke  to  waste  after  all  the  eulogy  that  had  been 
heaped  upon  him  as  a  fisherman,  and  Macintosh 
immediately  set  himself  out  to  work  the  oracle. 

"  D'ye  mean  to  say,  mon,  ye  have  na  fush  ? 
Why,  y'ken  I  juist  gang  doon  by  the  brig  and 
hookit  these  twa  bonnie  troots  wi'  a  Coachman  " 
(which,  by  way  of  parenthesis,  I  may  state  right 
here  was  a  wild  flight  of  fancy  on  the  part  of  Mac, 
as  the  "  twa  troots  "  were  caught  on  worm  tackle 
by  quite  another  man). 

"  You  don't  say  so  ? "  answered  Worsteded, 
fingering  the  trout,  "  and  where's  the  Coachman  ?  "- 

"  Hoots,  mon,  d'ye  no  ken  what  I  mean  ?  The 
Coachman  is  juist  a  wee  flee  hke  this  in  my  fren's 
bonnet,"  and  he  snatched  the  cap  off  my  head,  and 
pointing  to  a  fair  specimen  of  a  Gray  Drake  that 
happened  to  be  stuck  there,  at  once  bluffed  Mr. 
Worsteded  (who  knew  nothing  about  flies)  to 
believe  the  statement.  To  chnch  the  matter  he 
pointed  to  the  brace  of  trout,  and  with  a  generosity 
that  was  thriUing  in  its  intensity  he  insisted  upon 
Worsteded  accepting  them  as  a  token  of  good- 
fellowship  and  a  bond  of  friendship — a  bit  of  Scotch 
wisdom  that  was  somewhat  embarrassing  seeing  that 
the  fish  belonged  to  another  man.  Worsteded  was 
dehghted,  and  after  carefully  swathing  the  trout  in 
cabbage  leaves,  "  to  keep  'em  cool,"  as  Mac  said, 
and  binding  them  round  with  bracken,  he  placed 
them  in  his  creel  and  we  called  on  him  to  "  pay  his 
footing,"  which  he  did  Uke  a  gentleman.  But  the 
fun  was  not  to  end  here.  Worsteded  was  beguiled 
away  from  his  creel  by  another  of  the  party  whilst 
Mac  pUed  him  with  wondrous  stories  of  fishing 
adventure — whaUng  included  ;  and  the  German 
was  induced,  after  considerable  negotiation,  to 
part  with  lus  treasured  chub  at  a  price  which  would 
have  bought  the  Kohinoor. 

In  the  t^^inkUng  of  an  eye  the  trout  were  spirited 
away  from  Worsteded's  creel,  and  the  fat,  dumpy 
"  skeUy  "  deposited  there  instead. 

Next  morning,  when  we  came  down  to  breakfast, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  ham  and  eggs  and  deviUed 
kidneys,  there  was  a  side  dish,  a  special  bon  bonche 


410 


THE  FISHlNd  GAZETTE 


December  26,  190.3 


for  Worsteded— liis  two  trout !  And  he  enjoyed 
them  immensely  on  being  assured  by  the  inveterate 
IMacintosh  that  he  had  been  out  at  the  break  of 
day  and  captured  another  brace— again  with  the 
remarkable  Coachman— and  he  thought  a  taste  of 
fresh  trout  would  be  appreciated.  The  meal  being 
over,  tlie  inevitable  rush  for  the  train  to  return 
home  by  came  on.  Considerable  finesse  on  the 
part  of  Mac  then  came  into  play,  and  with  skilful 
manoeu\Ting  on  the  part  of  another  of  the  con- 
spirators, poor  Worsteded  was  eventually  bustled 
out  of  the  hotel  and  hustled  into  the  station. 
Carefully  placing  his  creel  on  the  carriage  rack,  he 
started  for  home  escorted  by  another  member  of 
the  party— one  Foote— to  see  that  nobody  tampered 
with  his  treasured  catch  en  route.  All  went  well 
until  the  train  stopped  at  a  wayside  station,  where 
a  gentleman  in  clerical  garb  got  in  the  carriage. 
Spying  the  bundle  of  rods  and  the  bulging  creel,  he 
at  once  entered  into  conversation  with  the  two 
fishermen,  and  asked  what  sort  of  sport  they  had 
experienced. 

"  Oh,  pretty  fair  !  "  airily  replied  Worsteded. 
"  I  have  got  two  pound  trout,  and  they  look  all 
right." 

"  Dear  me,"  said  the  parson,  "  I  should  very 
much  hke  to  see  them,  for  we  rarely  get  trout  of 
that  size  in  this  neighbourhood." 

"  Oh,  certainly  !  "■  rephed  Worsteded,  reaching 
up  to  the  rack  to  get  his  creel  down. 

Foote,  seeing  what  was  coming,  nearly  sank 
through  the  floor  of  the  carriage,  and  only  covered 
liis  confusion  by  burying  his  head  behind  the 
columns  of  the  SjMrting  Chronicle  he  was  supposed 
to  be  reading.  Quickly  unfastening  the  creel, 
Worsteded  opened  it  out  for  the  clerical  gentleman's 
inspection,  and  there  in  all  its  hideous  nakecbiess 
lay  the  big  "  skelly,"  and  the  trout  had  mysteriously 
vanished  !  There  were  curses,  "  not  loud,  but  deep," 
and  some  sulphurous  language  used  by  the  unhappy 
Worsteded,  and  Foote  was  appealed  to  for  an 
explanation. 

That  worthy,  of  course,  repudiated  all  liabihty 
and  connection  with  the  business,  but  was  full  of 
sympathy  for  the  "  mistake,"  and  recommended  a 
further  investigation  of  the  creel,  "  as  the  shaking 
of  the  train  might  have  shaken  the  trout  to  the 
bottom  of  the  basket." 

Worsteded  took  his  advice,  and  dug  up  from  the 
depths  of  the  creel  the  mortal  remains — now  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  rigor  mortis — of  the  consumptive 
looking  eel  which  had  been  caught  the  previous  day, 
and  which  some  joker  had  placed  in  the  basket  to 
keep  the  chub  company.  The  chub  and  the  eel, 
which  were  beginning  to  "  hum,"-  were  pitched 
clean  through  the  window,  and  it  took  considerable 
trouble  on  the  part  of  Foote  to  win  Worsteded 
back  to  a  good  humom-  again.  Eventually  he  took 
it  all  in  good  part,  but  for  many  moons  afterwards 
he  often  heard  in  club  circles  about  the  phantom 
trout  and  the  Grey  Coachman.         T.  S.  Hunt. 

REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningj 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  water  is  in  splendid  con- 
dition, with  a  very  heavy  stream  running.  Roach 
and  perch  are  feeding,  some  of  the  former  fish  being 
taken  up  to  lib.  8oz.  The  pike  are  not  feeding 
well,  and  very  few  fish  have  been  caught.  Mr. 
Coalgrove,  out  with  G.  James,  took  some  nice  roach 
up  to  lib.  8oz.,  and  a  patron  of  G,  Vaughan  took 
five  dozen  roach  and  two  chub.  The  bank  fishermen 
were  doing  fairly  well  on  Dec.  20.  Messrs.  Hobbs, 
Parrott,  Cousins,  and  others  have  had  some  good 
shows  of  p3rch  and  roach.  Given  fine  weather 
there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  during  the 
Christmas  holidays. — Stanley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  At  the 
present  time  the  Cam  on  this  part  presents  a  favour- 
able prospect  for  anghng  all  round,  with  a  continu- 
ance of  the  present  fine  weather  for  this  season  of 
the  year.  Water  is  in  good  trim.  Bank  fishing 
fairly  clean.  Under  these  conditions,  I  hear  anglers' 
expectations  are  very  high  for  sport,  and  Iwish  them 
every;  success,  and  at  the  same  time  wish  the  editor 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  compliments  of  the 
season. — John  O.  George,  Beche-roaj,  Cambridge 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Owing  to  the  flood, 
in  the  Exe  and  its  tributaries  fishing  both  in  the 
rivers  and  at  Exmouth  and  Dawlish  for  rod  anglers 
has  besn  at  a  standstill.  Weather  is  a  little  better 
now,  and  a  fine  Christmas  is  looked  forward  to, 


wlien  it  IS  to  be  hoped  that  matters  prscatorial  wi^' 
improve.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken  in. the  Exeter 
Canal,  that  and  the  Tiverton  Canal  being  the  only 
waters  where  fishing  was  practicable  during  the 
week. — Red  Palmer, 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
Gradually  as  we  approach  the  holidavs  weather 
seems  to  be  settling  down  for  good  things.  If  the 
change  go e.?  on  as  it  is  doing,  and  there  seems  no 
probability  to  the  contrary,  we  shall  have  a  good 
holiday.  There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  drains,  but 
its  force  and  volume  are  not  too  heavy.  Good  takes 
will  be  picked  up  both  on  the  Welland  and  the 
Forty-foot  ;  the  cold  weather  has  caused  a  stir 
among  the  shark  species,  but  fish  do  not  at  present 
run  very  large.  Roach  up  to  lib.,  perch  up  to  21b., 
and  other  smaller  fish  are  very  fine. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— At  the  time  of  writing 
(Monday  night,  Dec.  21)  prospects  for  Christmas 
holiday  sport  are  promising.  Having  run  down 
and  cleared,  the  Lea  is  in  good  condition  for  roach, 
perch,  and  pike  fishing,  and  there  is  also  a  nice 
stream  for  long-corking  for  chub,  the  most  likely 
spots  for  thesa  fish  being  the  backwaters  and  pre- 
served portions  of  the  non-navigable  Lea.  Not 
much  sport  is  reported  since  I  last  wrote,  but  T  hope 
to  be  in  a  position  to  chronicle  some  good  baskets 
in  my  next  report.  The  Stort,  Beane,  and  Rib 
ought  to  be  worth  a  visit  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugif,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  slightly  clouded,  and  at  present  too 
high,  though  by  end  of  the  week  I  think  they  will 
be  quite  fishab'.e,  yet  not  what  should  be  called  in 
good  fishing  order.  Grayling  often  take  mid-water 
and  bottom  baits  fairly  well  in  rather  high  water 
after  a  long  spell  of  swollen  streams,  such  as  we 
have  experienced  for  many  weeks.  Weather  is 
gloomy  and  dull.  The  sun  has  not  showed  for 
about  a  week.  Glass  has  quietly  worked  up  and 
i?  firm,  though  not  quite  high  enough  to  indicate 
settled  fine  weather. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots,  Half  Moon  Hotel).— Water 
slightly  coloured,  but  improving,  and  pro.spect fairly 
good.  Nice  chub  of  31b.  lloz.  taken  on  Dec.  20, 
and  a  smaller  one  returned. — F.  Beeson. 

Sussex    Rivers    and    Cbicliester  Canal.  

From  notifications  I  fear  that  Christmas  holiday 
anglers  will  meet  with  but  poor  sport.  Rivers  are 
high  and  clouded  and  the  weather  co'.d  and  foggy. 
A  few  fine  days  with  frost  [would  clear  the  tidal 
waters  and  give  impetus  to  the  feeding  of  pike  and 
perch.  There  is  nothing  worth  recording  since  my 
last  report  from  the  rivers.  Chichester  Canal  is  at 
present  the  best  venue  for  sport.  The  water  is  in 
good  colour  ;  small  pike  and  perch  are  taken  daily, 
and  the  basin,  close  to  the  railway  station  and  the 
city,  is  at  piesent  yielding  the  best  fish. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).  —  Im- 
provement is  gradual  in  the  fishings  on  the  river, 
and  now  and  again  captures  may  be  made  not  only 
between  the  bridges  at  Bardney  but  at  other 
favourite  points.  The  vast  amount  of  flood  water 
that  has  been  on  the  river  of  late  has  prevented  fish 
being  at  their  ease.  They  seem  to  have  accepted 
the  protection  afforded  by  small  creeks  and  outside 
waters,  but  even  these  have  not  been  so  satisfactory 
as  they  ought  to  have  been.  The  Sincil  Dyke  has 
been  either  too  high  or  too  low,  and  the  old 
Barling's  Eau  has  not  troubled  the  anglers  very 
much.  Sportsmen  have  charged  themselves  with 
seeking  sport  at  drain  ends,  and  some  decent 
captures!  of  both  roach  and  perch  have  come  to 
hand  below  Dogdyke  about  the  Sleaford  Canal  and 
other  points.  Sport  has  been  very  good  on  the 
Bain,  and  indeed  it  seems  as  though  this  resort  is 
the  favoured  one  of  the  season.  There  will  be  a 
little  sport  on  the  drains  about  Boston  if  the  present 
weather  holds. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse,  etc. 
(Torks). — Since  last  report  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers 
are  now  running  in-  excellent  trim.  On  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yore  sport  has  been  fair  in  the  waters 
of  Hawes  and  High  Abbotside.  Fair  baskets  of 
grayling  have  also  been  caught  at  Aysgarth, 
Redmire,  and  Wensley.  The  Cover  has  run 
in  fair  trim  during  the  last  few  days.  Some  excellent 
dishes  of  grayling  have  been  caught  at  Coverham 
and  Middleham.  The  Yore  at  Danby  is  fishing 
fairly  well,  the  Rev.  Father  Murphy  and  others 
doing  well  daily.  Sport  has  been  fair  at  Masham 
and  Clifton.    A  few  anglers  have  been  seen  out 


Graylino  Fi.ies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  liingdom.  tlies  to  pattern 
accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing:  material— wings,  hackles,  silks, 
etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  re(iuirements. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  hest  ([uality,  2d.  per 
dozen  ;  eyed,  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair  casts.  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc.— J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone 
2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams;  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


between  Tanfiold  and  Ripon,  ths  bo.,t  basket  beins? 
one  of  twenty-seven  fine  grayling  caught  with  the'k 
httle  red  worm  during  the  last  few  days.  In  the  I 
district  of  Boroughbridge  and  Myton  sport  has  been 
rather  slow  amongst  the  pike  and  perch.  A  few 
small  jack  and  roach  have  been  landed.  Some 
Leeds  and  York  anglers  have  visited  the  Derwent, 
and  have  met  with  fair  sport  at  Yeddingham  and 
Schoolhouse  Hill.  At  JIalton,  Kirkham,  and  Castle 
Howard  a  few  pike  fishers  have  been  out,  but  only 
a  few  small  ones  were  caught.  The  York  anglers 
have  caught  nice  bags  of  roach,  etc.,  on  the  Ouse  at 
Ancaster.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  have 
been  poorly  patronised  in  the  districts  of  Appletrea- 
wick,  Barden,  Burnsall,  and  Bolton  Woods,  anglers 
who  have  turned  out  having  met  with  poor  results. 
The  same  remarks  may  apply  to  the  llkley  and  Ben 
Rhydding  lengths.  At  Poole  and  Harewood  Bridge 
very  few  rods  out.  Nothing  has  been  done  in  th3 
lower  reaches  at  Boston  Spa,  Newton  Kyme,  and 
Tadcaster.  The  river  Nidd  is  running  in  fine  trim, 
and  some  nice  sport  has  been  mat  with  at 
Knaresborough,  Ribston  Park,  and  Walshford. 
Between  Walshford  and  Hunsingore  the  pike 
have  been  on  the  run.  On  Saturday  (Dec.  19) 
Mr.  W.  Oliver  showed  at  the  Robin  Hood  Angling 
Club  three  fine  fish,  weighing  close  upon 
201b.,  all  caught  with  live  bait.  From  what  I 
hear,  the  anglers  of  Upper  Teesdale  are  very  much 
dissatisfied  with  the  recent  report  of  the  Tees  Fishery  A 
Board.  A  Teesdale  angler  says  if  a  census  of  opinion  f 
were  taken  they  would  pronounce  the  trout  season  ' 
to  have  been  one  of  the  worst,  if  not  the  worst,  on 
record ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  trout  fishing  in  the 
Middletondistrictis  fast  becoming  a  thing  of^he  past. 
Old  experienced  anglers  now  say  the  game  is  not 
worth  the  candle,  for  the  fish  are  small  and  few,  and 
is  scarcely  worth  taking  a  trout  licence  out.  Rightly 
or  wrongly,  they  beheve  that  tha  bull-trout  are  de- 
stroying the  brook  trout,  and  unless  something  is 
done  to  preserve  them,  tha  old  specias  of  trout  will 
soon  become  extinct-  In  the  early  part  of  the 
season  sm  Its  abound  in  the  Tees  and  Lune,  but 
what  angler  cares  to  catch  only  fish  which  he  is  i 
bound  by  law  to  put  back.  Salmon  and  bull  ' 
trout  swarm  during  the  latter  months  of 
the  year,  but  not  imtil  they  are  almost  out 
of  season,  with  the  result  that  in  this  district  , 
the  gentle  art  is  fast  dying  out,  and  in  its  place 
poaching  is  going  on,  with  the  result  of  abundance 
of  police  court  cases.  Tha  situation  is  much  more 
serious  than  can  be  realised  by  anyone  outside  the 
immediate  neighbourhood.  It  is  gratifying  to  hear 
that  the  Tadcaster  Angling  and  Preservation  Asso- 
ciation have  increased  m  membership,  being  now 
one  hundred,  an  increase  of  seven  on  the  year,  and 
have  sold  745  day  tickets  against  600  last  year.  If 
the  present  weather  continues,  some  fairly  good 
sport  should  be  had  during  the  festive  hohdays. 
Trustmg  all  readers  will  have  a  jolly  Christmas,  * 
wishmg  all  the  compliments  of  the  season. — John  " 
E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Cork  Rivers.— Tha  accounts  from  all  the  prin- 
cipal spawning  rivers  in  Cork  county  are  satisfac-  ' 
tory,  and  given  fair  or  favourable  weather  a  good  ' 
start  will,  in  all  probability,  be  made  when  angling 
opens. — T.  J.  D.  ° 

Keiry  Rivers. — All  the  Kerry  rivers  are  now  in 
a  flooded  state,  but  subsiding  quickly.  The  accounts  i 
from  the  principal  spawning  centres  are  satisfac-  ' 
tory,  and  if  things  go  onj  as  in  the  present  way  a 
very  successful  spawning  season  will  come  to  be 
recorded. — T.  J.  D.  ' 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). —  \ 
Lough  Currane  has  seldom  been  as  high  at  this  time 
of  the  year.    Spring  salmon  are  arriving,  but  it  is 
too   soon  to   expect  them  in  anything  like  big 
numbers. — T.  J.  L).  '  i 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — The  weather  having  become 
calm  and  otherwise  favourable,  sea  angling  has  been 
resumed  here  with  much  success. — T.  J.  D. 

Barrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Whitmg  are  again 
furnishing  pretty  good  sport,  chiefly  in  the  direction 
of  Coomaconclane,  where  they  are  still  apparently 
very  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Herne  Baj. — Cod  are  giving  good  sport,  and 
several  from  61b.  to  Sib.  have  been  caught  at  the 
Bishopstone  Rocks. — J.  Gbippek. 

Lowestoft — Taken  altogether  tha  fishing  during 
the  past  week  has  been  fairly  satisfactory,  although 
no  really  big  catches  have  been  made.  The  weather 
has  been  anything  but  settled,  but  on  Wednesday 
(Dec.  16)  it  looked  well.  The  competitions  for  the 
Nockolds  Cup  last  Thursday  and  Saturday  were 
successfully  carried  out,  though  sport  left  much  to  ■ 
be  desired.    Mr.  A.  K.  Mummery,  on  the  Thursday, 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD   AND    OTHEB   MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Spilt  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 


Reels  and  Lines  to  match. 


New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 


fVlallooh's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  looha  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.   I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclosa 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  geemi  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  th»n  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Une  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


26  &  28,  SGOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B. 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Prices 


on 


applicatior. 


2/6 

doz. 

Cash  with  ortler.       29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  ezperlepce. 


FLIES. 


Mr.  E.  B.  Kennedy's  Sporting  Recollections. 


Fully 
Illustrated. 


THIRTY  SEASONS 

IN  SCANDINAVIA 


Demy  8vo., 
Price  10s.  6d.  net 


London  :  Edward  Ahnold,  37,  Bedford  Street. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROJI 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


GRAYLING  FISHING 

IN 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Pbiob    ■     .     2s.  6d.  net. 
Ueurt.  Sampson  Low,  Marstor  &  Co..  Ltd. 


CLOTH  BINDING  OASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THB 

Publuhing  Office,  St.  Jhtnstan'i  Hovte,  E.  C. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BALDOCK:,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 


YEARLINGS, 


BROWN  TROUT,  10,000 
BROWN  TROUT,  5,000 
LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000 
RAINBOWS,  25,000 
RAINBOWS,  10,000 


from  3  inches  to  5  inches 
from  5  inches  to  8  inches 
from  4  inches  to  6  inches 
from  4  inches  to  6  inches 
from  6  inches  to  9  inches 


TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000  .       .  .       .  from  8  inches  to  11  inches 

BROWN  TROUT,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14  inches 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  12  inches 

RAINBOWS,    5,000   '   •  from  9  inches  to  14  inches 

Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.  All  fish  free  on  rail  at  Baldock  Station, 
and  guaranteed  a  safe  delivery.  Fresh  Water  Snails  and  Shrimps,  especially 
recommended  for  wat«rs  about  to  be  stocked,  are  supplied  at  £1  per  1,000. 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  Sportsman's  Waierproofers, 


THE  "ANYIEATHER"  HAT 


Tbe  FIELD,  October  25,  1902,  says : 

"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  yet  is 
made  for  hard  weather.  The  turn-down  rim,  acting 
like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot  water  ofE  wherever  it 
may  fall,  is  undoubtedly  the  proper  thing  for  a 
sportsman's  wet  weather  headgear." 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.G. 


in 
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had  a  nice  cod  of  71b.,  and  on  Saturday  five  were 
landed.  Those  who  fished  the  Claremont  Pier  on 
Dec.  13  had  a  good  time,  as  eighteen  cod,  from 
12 Jib.  down,  were  taken,  one  lad  capturing  five. 
Since  then  the  sea  has  been  calmer  with  a  south-west 
wind,  but  in  spite  of  this  six  cod  and  numerous  dabs 
have  been  captured.  On  Wednesday  (Dec.  16)  the 
wind  went  round  to  the  east  which  should  bring  the 
cod  in.  I  saw  two  nice  fish  (of  71b.  and  61b.  respec- 
tively) landed,  and  as  there  is  a  nice  sea  on  I 
anticipate  good  reports  later  in  the  day.— H.  L.  F. 
[Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

Plymouth.— Herrings  here,  herrings  there,  her- 
rings everywhere,  has  been  the  cry  thLs  week,  and 
Ihe  quays  have  been  literally  covered  with  tliem, 
sudi  enormous  quantities  have  been  caught.  The 
men  have  been  making  plenty  of  money  this  week, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  not  squander  it  during 
Christmas,  but  put  some  by  for  a  rainy  day.  Christ- 
mas festivities  put  a  stop  somewhat  to  the  amateur 
pier  fishing,  but  still  there  are  a  lot  of  smelt  about 
and  mullet  in  the  docks.  The  steam  trawlers  have 
been  bringing  in  fair  catches  from  the  distant 
grounds,  but  the  whiting  boats  have  not  been  doing 
much  because  the  crews  have  been  working  the 
drift  boats  with  the  herrings. —William  Heabder 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsffate. — With  better  weather  some  boats 
and  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  nice  codling 
have  been  taken  with  a  few  whiting.  I  am  informed 
that  on  Thursday  evening  (Dec.  17)  a  stranger  near 
the  surf  boat  on  the  East  Pier,  where  "Harry," 
otherwise  "Flying  Fish,"  had  placed  him,  fishing 
with  a  clothes  line  and  a  meat  hook,  baited  with 
sprat  and  raw  beef,  hauled  up  a  codling  which 
weighed  just  7  Jib.  The  weather  has  much  improved ; 
the  wind  south-westerly,  mild  and  calm.  Prospects 
for  the  week-end  and  holidays  very  good,  given,  of 
course,  no  erratic  change. — Grey  Mullet. 


Jlssoctaftons,  etc. 


SOTJTHWABK  SeA  AkGLEBS. 

The  above  society  hold  their  first  quarterly  prize 
outing  on  Jan.  3  and  10,  1904,  at  Leigh-on-Sea,  and 
their  first  annual  dinner  and  concert  on  Wednesday, 
Jan.  27,  1904,  at  their  headquarters,  the  Duke  of 
Wurtemburg,  Hatfield  -  street,  Blackfriars,  S.E 
Anglers  cordially  invited. 

Babbow  Angling  Association 
(Barrow-in-Furness). 
The  armual  general  meeting  of  this  association 
was  held  recently  at  the  Waverley  Hotel,  Abbey- 
road,  and  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  James  Mu.-ray, 
in  the  vmavoidable  absence,  through  infiuenza,  of 
their  president,  Mr.  James  Fisher,  the  ex-mayor  of 
the  borough.  The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
vious general  meeting  was  followed  by  the  commit- 
tee's report,  and  the  secretary's  report  showed  an  in- 
crease of  membership  from  62  to  117  during  the  year 
The  hon.  treasurer  presented  the  year's  balance- 
sheet  which  showed  an  expenditure  of  £35  3s.  7d., 
and  left  a  balance  of  £56  17s.  2d.  All  the  reports 
were  adopted,  and  the  committee  and  officers 
thanked  for  their  services.  The  election  of  officers 
resulted  as  follows  : — President,  Mr.  .James  Fisher  ; 
vice-presidents,  Messrs.  A.  Aslett,  J.  W.  Dawson, 
Dr.  Fawcett  (Broughton),  James  Murray,  John 
Poole,  John  Searl,  and  Stephen  Taylor ;  committee 
(Barrow),  Messrs.  Matt  Dickie,  J.  Edman,  Chas.  E. 
Gawne,  John  Geddes,  J.  H.  .Jackson,  J.  Hope,  Fred 
Hardern,  S.  Jeavous,  Percy  Poole,  and  Alex  Ross, 
(Dalton),  Frank  T.  Clark  (Ulverston),  Geo.  F.  Case; 
hon.  sec.  Mi'.  W.  M.  Bradley;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr. 
Chas.  Robertson ;  hon.  members,  A.  Aslett,  Esq., 
John  Boulton,  Esq.  (Croft  House),  John  Poole,  Esq. 
(Roose  House.)  A  slight  modification  of  the  rules 
was  made,  so  as  to  admit  lady  members  at  5s. 
per  annum.  Arising  out  of  the  secretary's  report, 
the  meeting  considered  the  advisability  of  appointing 
a  paid  watcher  for  the  OrmsgOl  reservoir  and  the 
Cavendish  Dock  (which  is  a  sheet  of  water  150  acres 
in  extent),  and  ponds,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  also 
was  the  suggestion  of  the  erection  of  an  anglers' 
shelter  at  Poake  Beck,  the  adoption  of  a  member's 
badge,  and  the  continued  cutting  and  clearing  awa  / 
of  the  weeds  in  the  Cavendish  Dock. 

Committee^ 8  Report. 
Your  committee  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting 
upon  the  few  matters  that  have  engaged  their 
attention  during  the  year  as  follows  :  Mr.  Murray's 
hatchery  has  again  accounted  for  ten  thousand 
young  fish  of  the  improved  brown  trout,  and  which 
were  distributed  in  the  various  waters  of  the 
association.  This  being  the  third  year  in  succession 
in  which  it  has  been  done  the  committee  are  hopeful 
that  the  stock  in  the  waters  is  being  maintained. 
At  Pennington  this  year  we  have  added  two 
thousand  of  the  brown  trout,  in  the  hope  of  improv- 


ing the  bread  and  size  of  the  fish  already  there,  and 
which  hitherto  have  not  been  so  satisfactory  in  size 
as  in  the  other  reservoirs.  With  the  closing  down 
of  the  Stank  Mines  the  committee  had  hoped  to  be 
able  to  acquire  the  pond  that  is  in  connection  with 
its  working,  so  as  to  stock  it  with  the  alevins,  and 
allow  them  to  grow  before  being  finally  deposited 
in  the  general  waters. 

W.  M.  Bradley,  Hon.  Sec. 


Bolton  Anglers. 
The  members  of  the  Walpole  Angling  Society 
recently  lield  their  twenty-third  annual  dinner  at 
the  Old  Woolpack  Hotel,  Deansgate.  Bolton,  when 
upwards  of  fifty  members  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous 
repast  ably  catered  for  by  the  hostess,  Mrs.  Horan. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  president  (Mr.  John 
Wood),  wlio  in  a  few  remarks  spoke  of  the  social 
and  financial  position  of  the  society.  The  health  of 
"The  King  andRoyal  Family"  having  been  toasted, 
the  chairman  expressed  a  desire  to  leave  owing  to 
a  family  engagement.  Mr.  Bedford  toasted  the 
chairman's  health.  Mr.  John  Urmston  suitably 
responded.  The  chair  was  afterwards  occupied  by 
the  \'ice-president  (Mr.  Wm.  Hare),  who  called  on 
the  secretary  (Mr.  W.  A.  Wardle)  to  give  the  report 
and  balance-sheet,  which  showed  the  society  to  be 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  although  the  Corporation 
reservoirs  had  not  given  the  same  result  as  on 
previous  years,  still  some  good  specimen  fish  were 
weighed  in  from  other  waters.  Mr.  Lord  responded 
on  behalf  of  the  auditors,  who  said  great  praise  was 
due  to  the  secretary  for  his  energy  and  painstaking 
in  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  society.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  (Clarence)  who,  by  the  way,  had 
travelled  from  Birmingham  to  be  at  the  dinner, 
gave  a  recitation,  "  How  I  spent  my  first  twelve 
months  with  the  Walpole  Club."  Songs  were 
given  by  Mr.  Councillor  Rimmer,  Messrs.  Jas.  and 
Fred  Green  (brothers  of  Mr.  Wm.  Green,  the  eminent 
tenor),  John  Burtenwood,  Joseph  Lord,  T.  W. 
Redford,  John  Lomax,  James  Gibbons,  Alfred 
Henderson,  etc.  The  health  of  "  The  Chairman  " 
was  toasted  by  Councillor  Rimmer,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Watethouse,  the  chairman  suitably  responding. 
The  company  included  Mr.  Alderman  Tong,  who 
said  although  he  was  not  an  ardent  angler  yet  he 
loved  true  sport  in  all  its  branches,  and  was  very 
pleased  to  be  with  them  that  evening.  On  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Jas.  Green,  seconded  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Lord,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to 
Mrs.  Horan  and  family  for  the  pleasing  manner  in 
which  they  had  catered  for  the  society,  bringing  a 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close.  Mr. 
Jas.  Gregory  ably  presided  at  the  piano. 


Ppovineial  Angling  ]?otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  notes  were  forwarded  we  have  had 
two  or  three  heavy  downfalls  of  rain,  which  at  the 
end  of  last  week  put  all  our  local  rivers  out  of  order, 
but  matters  are  now  looking  brighter,  and  if  the 
rain  will  only  keep  off  we  shall  be  able  to  get  to  the 
rivers  and  obtain  f  ome  little  sport.  The  weather  is 
mild  for  the  time  of  year,  and  will  be  a  great  induce- 
ment for  our  mf/mbers  to  turn  out  and  visit  their 
favourite  resorts.  There  is  one  thing  that  I  notice 
this  year,  and  that  is,  that  there  are  no  bye-contests 
this  holiday;  these  have  not  been  fixed  owing  to  the 
bad  weather  we  have  been  having  of  late.  Pool 
fishing  has  been  very  fair,  all  our  local  pools  are  in 
fair  condition  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two.  The  pubhc  pool  in  Cannon  Hill  Park 
has  yielded  some  decent  sized  pike ;  this  water 
should  be  well  patronised  during  the  holidays. 
Harborne  Reservoir  will  be  worth  a  visit,  as  those 
who  go  further  may  fare  worse.  The  local  canal 
will  be  visited.  The  Lichfield,  Coventry,  Stratford, 
Warwick,  and  Fazeley  will  be  fished  by  those  who 
care  for  canal  fishing.  All  our  clubs  here  finished 
up  their  financial  year  in  a  very  successful  way,  and 
a  large  number  of  them  have  a  number  of  new 
members  to  enrol  at  the  beginning  of  next  year. 
There  has  been  but  very  few  changes  made  in  the 
election  of  officers.  This  speaks  well  for  the  way 
in  which  the  old  servants  have  carried  out  their 
duties.  I  hope  that  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  have  a  Merry  Christmas,  and  that  one 
and  all  will  cast  their  lines  in  pleasant  places. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  remains  open,  and  the  prospects  for 
holiday  angling  are  distinctly  good.  Most  of  the 
waters  are  now  running  in  excellent  condition,  and 
if  no  more  rain  falls  they  should  be  in  fine  trim  for 
Christmas.  The  reports  go  to  show  that  roach  are 
giving  really  good  sport  for  the  time  of  year.  On 


the  Forty-foot,  for  instance — especially  in  the  Hub- 
bort's  Bridge,  Swineshead,  and  Donmgton  districts 
— some  weighty  bags  have  been  obtained.  Both  the 
maggot  and  worm  have  proved  alluring  baits,  and 
baskets  of  101b.  and  upwards  have  been  secured. 
Several  single  fish  of  fib.  to  lib.  have  been  killed. 
Although  perch  have  not  offered  such  good  sport 
as  roach,  several  nice  lots  are  reported  from  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull,  Driffield  Canal,  Frodingham  Beck, 
iind  most  of  the  tributary  streams  are  in  fair  order 
for  operations,  and  if  the  weather  proves  anything 
like  favourable  for  angling  duiing  the  Christmas 
holidays  sport  should  be  fairly  good  in  most  (juarter.s^ 
Some  nice  roach  were  shown  from  the  top  stretches 
of  the  river  last  week-end,  and  pike  fishing  has  been 
favoured  with  success  both  on  the  Hull,  Driffield 
Canal  and  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  from  the 
latter  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken.  The  Lincoln- 
shire waters  are  also  in  fairly  good  trim  for  pike 
fishing,  and  especially  the  Ludd,  in  fact,  on  this 
river  both  roach,  perch  and  piUe  fishing  has  been 
fairly  good,  the  water  being  in  nice  order.  On 
Dec.  15  the  East  Hull  Angling  Association  held 
their  annual  meeting  and  prize  distribution,  Mr. 
B.  Shearsmith  taking  the  club's  gold  medal  for 
most  points  during  the  past  season,  and  amongst 
other  prize  winners  were  Messrs.  W.  Crossland, 
W.  Hewson,  and  H.  Sutherland.  The  Hull  Corpora- 
tion A.S.  have  also  just  had  their  annual  meeting 
and  elected  their  executive  for  1904,  Mr.  J.  Burchell 
being  elected  to  the  presidential  chair,  Mr.  J.  Dick 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  E.  Gleadhill  hon.  secretary. 
The  annual  dinner,  which  took  place  last  week, 
was  a  most  enthusiastic  af?air;  Mr.  Councillor 
Raine  took  the  chair  and  distributed  the  annual 
prizes.  Mr.  A.  Taylor  was  the  recipient  of  the 
gold  medal  for  most  points,  and  Mr.  Gleadhill  the 
aggregate  medal  foiV„he  past  season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  could  scarcely  be  running  in  better 
condition  for  pike  fishing,  the  waters  being  clear  and 
low,  and  Christmtas  holiday  anglers  appear  certain 
to  enjoy  a  spell  of  exceptional  sport.  There  must 
be  plenty  of  fish  up  the  backwaters,  which  have  not 
been  overdone  of  late.  A  few  were  caught  on  Dec. 
17  at  Weston  and  Shardlow,  and  on  Dec.  18  several 
were  shown  from  Hazleford  Island,  Shelford,  and 
West  Stoke.  Whilst  live  baiting  on  the  Beeston 
Victoria  Society's  length  at  Beeston  htnd,  Mr. 
Boyce,  one  of  the  members,  hooked  (foul  I  believa) 
a  strange  little  fellow  of  the  British  sea  species.  It 
is  what  is  known  as  the  Cottus  scorpius  variety 
(Groculandicus).  It  has  been  preserved  by  W.  Rose, 
taxidermist,  Moimt-street,  Nottingham,  who  dis- 
covered in  its  stomach  small  bits  of  shrimp.  On 
private  waters,  apart  from  the  rivers,  Mr.  Henry 
Green  has  run  and  landed  three  pike  of  501b. — 211b., 
201b.,  and  91b.  The  two  larger  are  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Rose  to  be  set  up.  On  Thursday  (Dec.  17)  Mr. 
F.  Gamble  and  friend  creeled  201b.  of  handsome 
roach  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm  on  the 
upper  portion  of  the  Shardlow  stretch;  and  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  19,  some  grand  specimens  fell  to 
the  same  land  of  bait  on  the  King's  Mills  section. 
The  water,  whilst  favouring  piking  operations,  is 
just  right  for  chubbing  with  either  greaves  or  pith 
and  brains.  On  Dec.  21  the  weather  was  beauti- 
fully fine,  and  prospects  all  round  looked  unusually 
bright  for  votaries  patronising  their  favourite 
stretches  during  the  festive  season. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT, 

Once  more  our  rivers  are  getting  into  fishing 
order  again,  though  still  high  and  slightly  stained, 
but  gives  promise  of  sport  for  the  holidays  ;  indeed, 
some  few  fine  roach  were  caught  in  the  Severn 
on  Dec.  21.  The  Worcester  and  District  A.S.  held 
their  annual  meeting]  at  the  Fountain  Inn,  Angel- 
street,  on  Friday  evening  last.  Delegates  from  all 
but  two  clubs  were  present.  The  president,  Mr. 
L.  F.  Higgs,  was  in  the  chair.  The  secretary,  Mr.  R. 
Wingfield,  gave  his  report  and  presented  the  balance 
sheet,  which  was  accepted  and  passed.  The  election 
of  officers  then  took  place.  The  president,  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higgs,  vice-president,  Mr.  A.  Glover,  secretary,  Mr. 
R.  Wingfield,  and  treasurer,  Mr.  T.  Pressor,  were  re- 
elected, as  were  the  auditors,  Messrs.  W.  Bridges 
and  W.  Hartland.  It  was  announced  to  the  meet- 
ing that  the  renting  of  the  fishing  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Severn,  from  Diglis  to  the  Ketch,  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  agreement  duly  signed,  and  would 
be  open  to  any  member  having  the  card  of  the 
association,  and  no  others  would  be  allowed  to  fish 
the  water — Sunday  competitions  barred.  Other 
water  has  been  applied  for,  and  the  future 
of  the  association  is  very  promising.  The 
Fountain  Angling  Club  hold  their  first  annual 
meeting  on  Tuesday  evening.  Councillor  J.  Radford 
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in  the  chair.  A  capital  concert  is  arranged,  and 
the  prizes  are  many  and  valuable,  including  three 
handsome  dinner  services. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  for  the  past  three  or  four  days  has 
been  very  mild  for  the  season,  and  spawning  has 
gone  on  under  very  favourable  conditions.  So  far 
the  spawning  season  has  been  a  very  successful  one 
all  round,  and  by  the  time  these  lines  are  in  print 
it  should  be  practically  over  on  many  waters. 
Generally  speaking,  poaching  has  been  well  kept 
in  check,  and  the  reports  from  all  the  principal 
spawning  rivers  are  satisfactory  also,  as  far  as  the 
numbers  of  fisli  up.  Sea  angling  has  been  resumed 
with  much  success  at  many  places  on  the  Cork  and 
Kerry  shores — the  fish  consisting  principally  of 
wliiting.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  more 
suggestive  of  early  spring  than  winter,  and  as  there 
is  much  warmth,  with  an  absence  of  cold  winds,  sea 
angling  is  more  pleasant  than  visual  at  this  time. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH 
WORKS'  DINNER. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  employes  of  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brothers  was  held  on  Dec.  18  in  the 
well-known  hostelry  the  Queen's  Head  Hotel.  A 
large  company  assembled  to  do  honour  to  the 
occasion.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  J.  J. 
Hardy  through  indisposition,  the  chair  was  occupied 
by  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon.  After  a  most  excellent  and 
seasonable  repast  had  been  done  full  justice  to,  the 
cloths  were  removed,  when  the  chairman  proposed 
the  toast  of  "  The  King,  Queen  and  Royal  Family," 
which  was  duly  honoured.  Mr.  M.  Hindmarsh  pro- 
posed '•  The  Army,  Navy,  and  Reserve  Forces,"  to 
which  Mr. W.Jo  bson  replied.  Thetoas  of  the  evening, 
"  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,"  was  proposed  by  the  chair- 
man in  a  few  well-chosen  sentences,  and  Mr.  C. 
Hardy  suitably  replied.  The  "  Town  and  Trade  of 
Alnwick"  was  given  by  Mr.  T.  Campbell,  and  Mr  T. 
Gibson  replied.  To  Mr.  A.  Broadley  fell  the  task  of 
proposing  the  "  Host  and  Hostess,"  and  in  doing  so 
complimented  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  on  the  many 
good  things  they  had  provided,  which  had  sur- 
passed all  their  previous  efforts.  Mr.  Thompson,  in 
returning  thanks,  was  pleased  to  know  their  efforts 
to  please  everybody  had  been  so  much  appreciated. 
Between  the  toasts  an  excellent  concert  was 
given,  to  which  the  following  contributed 
songs : — Messrs.  R.  Burr,  J.  McCutcheon,  R.  D. 
Forbes,  R.  Humble,  C.  Hardy,  .las.  Campbell, 
T.  Gibson,  T.  Campbell,  A.  Gibson,  J.  Donohoe.  and 
W.  .Tobson,  while  banjo  solos  were  given  by  Mr.  B. 
Pitt,  and  gramophone  selections  by  Mr.  A.  Broadley, 
all  of  which  were  greatly  appreciated.  The  corn- 
mittee  who  carried  out  the  arrangements  were 
Messrs.  J.  B.  Robson,  T.  Campbell,  A.  Broadley, 
and  T.  Gillan.  Tweedside. 


NORTH  OF  IRELAND  NOTES. 


The  Mourne  is  pretty  high  and  salmon  are  steadily 
running  up  from  Lough  Foyle  to  the  lower  reaches. 
The  bailiffs  on  the  various  tributaries  say  that  the 
spawning  grounds  have  never  been  better  supplied 
with  breeding  fish.  At  Newtown  Stewart  Hatchery 
the  ova  of  forty  females  is  already  in  the  trays,  and 
about  one  hundred  females  are  "ripening"  in  the 
ponds.  The  early  floods  took  great  numbers  of 
breeders  to  the  most  remote  spawning  grounds,  so 


that  the  hatchery  is  not  so  well  stocked  now 
as  in  other  seasons,  but  as  the  salmon  are  still 
on  the  run,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  the 
required  number  for  the  hatchery,  which  has  capa- 
city for  a  million  ova  almost.  The  Kilrea  Hatchery 
has  not  fared  so  well,  for  the  same  cause,  in  a 
greater  degree,  took  the  spawning  fish  to  the 
distant  hinterlands,  where  they  cannot  be  success- 
fully netted  for  stripping.  The  weather  for  the  past 
week  was  wet  and  dirty,  consequently  the  swims 
of  Moira  Canal  and  Toorae  Canal  will  be  in  indif- 
ferent condition  for  Christmas.  Since  last  report 
little  coarse  fishing  has  been  had  on  those  waters. 

.T.  A.  B. 


EXPERIMENTS  WITH  RAINBOW 
TROUT. 

I  THINK  Mr.  H.  C.  Davies  supplied  his  own  expla- 
nation of  the  loss  of  his  fish.  In  the  third  paragraph 
he  explains  that  one  grating  broke  down,  and  in  the 
footnote  he  describes  the  number  of  small  rainbows 
populating  the  upper  waters.  Rainbows  are  terrible 
travellers,  and  in  our  experience  they  have,  in  flood 
water,  successfully  negotiated  an  iron  grid  or  grating 
that  was  fully  2ft.  6in.  above  the  water.  But  even 
where  you  are  successful  in  retaining  your  fish  I  can 
endorse  your  correspondent's  experience,  and  that  of 
many  others,  that  after  the  rainbows  reach  a  weight 
of  about  Iflb.  to  21b.  they  cease  to  take  surface  food, 
and  become  bottom  feeders  and  cannibals  also. 
The  only  way  of  keeping  up  a  supply  of  free-rising 
fish  is  to  stock  annually  with  good  9in.  and  lOin. 
two-year-olds,  replacing  the  fish  recorded  ^  caught 
with  a  liberal  allowance  for  contingencies.  In  this 
way  they  will  yield  admirable  sport  in  waters  where 
the  brown  trout  would  perish  miserably.  The 
bottom  of  our  lakes  is  pure  black  sludge,  and  we 
have  no  experience  of  resultant  blindness  and  death. 
—A.  N.  C,  in  the  Field. 

[It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  in  any  waters 
in  this  country  rainbows  over  21b.  continue  to  give 
good  sport  with  the  fly. — Ed.  F.G.] 


PERCH  FOR  SPORT  AND  FOOD- 
SPINNING  FOR  PIKE, 

Grayling  are  not  the  only  fish  that  are  sought 
after  in  winter,  and  from  an  edible  point  of  view 
perch  come  next  Tliis  fish  is  a  very  game  fighter 
and  very  good  to  eat.  Live  minnows  and  small  red 
worms  are  their  favourite  food.  Patemostering  is 
the  best  method  of  fishing  for  them,  as  that  keeps 
you  on  the  move.  A  paternoster  consists  of  a  cast 
of  refina  gut  2yds.  in  length,  with  a  pear-shaped 
lead  affixed  to  the  end  with  a  strand  of  finer  gut, 
which  will  break  away  should  the  lead  get  fast. 
Two  single  hooks  about  18in.  apart  are  attached  to 
the  cast  on  strands  of  gut  6in.  in  length.  One  is  to 
be  baited  with  a  live  minnow,  through  its  lips,  and 
the  other  with  a  worm.  A  deep  eddy  near  to  the 
bank  is  the  best  place  to  use  this  tackle.  No  float 
is  required  ;  only  sink  and  draw  it.  When  a  tug  is 
felt  tighten  your  line  and  play  the  fish  out.  Some- 
times perch  will  take  a  spinning  bait,  but  not  so 
frequently  as  to  warrant  using  one  purposely.  For 
some  reason  or  another  perch  have  declined  in  size 
very  much  during  late  years,  a  pound  fish  being 
somewhat  of  a  rarity.  That  is  the  size  that  is  best 
for  the  table,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  grayling,  the  fish 
should  not  be  scaled  ;  simply  clean  them  and  fry  in 
their  skins  in  fresh  butter.  Serve  very  hot.  The  skin 
comes  away  in  one  piece,  and  underneath  is  the  firm 
white  flesh,  which  can  easily  be  flaked  from  the 
backbone. 

I  was  greatly  amused  to  see  a  correspondent  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  the  other  day  designate  pike 
"  slimy,  stinking  brutes,"  and  ventured  gently  to 
premise  that  if  he  once  tasted  a  Yore  or  Wharfe  pike 
stuffed  with  forcemeat  and  baked  in  savoury  gravy, 
I  rather  thought  he  would  alter  his  opinion.  So 
dealt  with,  a  pike  weighing  41b.  or  51b.  is  a  dish  fit 
to  set  before  a  king  ;  but  a  pond  pike  is  not  worth 
the  trouble  of  cooking.  For  winter  pike  fishing 
spiiming  is  better  than  live  baiting,  as  it  affords 
more  exercise,  walking  briskly  from  one  stream  to 
another.  The  names  of  spinning  tackles  are  legion, 
but  after  all  I  don't  think  there  is  anything  much 
better  than  the  old-fashioned  Chapman  spinner ; 
but  the  fans  must  not  be  too  large  or  the  lead  inside 
the  bait  too  heavy.  The  trebles  with  which  it  is 
mounted  should  be  about  size  10,  Kendal  scale. 
When  natural  baits  are  unobtainable  an  artificial 
must  be  employed,  and  out  of  the  multitude  that 
exist  I  can  honestly  recommend  the  one  known  as 
the  Gartman  spanner.  There  are  several  different 
kinds,  but  the  one  that  is  scaled  is  the  best. 

Spinning  for  pike  has  also  another  great  advan- 
tage over  live  baiting,  namely,  that  a  dozen  dead 
baits  can  be  packed  up  in  a  box  of  bran  or  sawdust 


and  carried  in  your  pocket  or  satchel,  instead  of 
bothering  with  a  tin  full  of  live  baits. 

I  strongly  advocate  the  use  of  salmon  gut  for 
traces  in  pike  fishing,  and  it  must  be  stained  pale 
olive  green.  The  hooks,  however,  must  be  tied  on 
fine  gimp  on  account  of  the  pike's  teeth.  I  had  one 
excellent  proof  of  the  advantages  of  gut  over  gimp 
for  traces  myself.  I  was  using  gut,  and  a  friend  of 
mine  gimp.  We  were  fishing  on  a  very  well-pro- 
served  piece  of  water  in  Yorkshire.  My  friend 
never  even  ran  a  fish,  while  I  killed  a  brace  weighing 
8Jlb.  and  10|lb.  respectively,  besides  seven  others 
under  the  standard  size,  which  was  41b. — Halcyon 
in  the  Weekly  Edition  of  the  Leedn  Merruri/. 


THE  FIELD  VOLE. 


"  A  DESTRUCTIVE   LITTLE  BEAST." 


In  Sir  Harry  Johnston's  "  British  Mammals " 
which  has  just  been  included  in  the  Duke  of  Bedford's 
"  Woburn  Library  of  Natural  History  "  (Hutchin 
son),  the  author  says  that  it  is  calculated  that  occa- 
sionally on  the  borderlands  of  Scotland  and  England 
(about  the  Cheviots),  or  in  former  centuries  in  E.ssex, 
the  field  vole  has  suddenly  appeared  "  swarming  in 
millions."  On  these  occasions  they  may  kill  a  thoti- 
sand  birch  trees  in  one  district  through  gnawing  away 
their  bark,  or  they  may  cause  many  sheep  to  die  in 
Yorkshire  and  Lowland  Scotland  (and  anciently  in 
the  east  of  England)  by  destroying  the  turf.  They 
will  kill  heather  by  barking  it  or  nipping  off  the 
young  shoots.  In  one  part  of  Teviot  Dale  in  1891 
15,000  acres  of  pasture  were  rendered  useless  by 
voles.  In  Germany  it  has  been  recorded  that  over  a 
million  and  a  half  of  these  field  voles  were  caught  in 
fourteen  days.  In  1872  and  1878  the  harvests  of 
Brandenburg  and  of  Central  Germany  were  practi- 
cally ruined  by  this  plague. 

The  food  of  this  animal  is  almost  every  vegetable 
substance,  though  they  will  also  eat  a  few  insects. 
They  do  especial  damage  to  gardens  and  plantations, 
their  passion  for  eating  and  peeling  bark  and  nipping 
off  buds  being  disastrous  to  saplings  and  young  trees 
Grass  is  eaten  down  to  the  very  roots,  and  thus  turf 
is  for  all  time  absolutely  destroyed  in  pasture-lands. 
Scotch  farmers  and  graziers  are  deserving  of  no  pity 
whatsoever  for  the  losses  they  have  suffered,  because 
this  plague  is  entirely  due  to  their  gleeful  extermina- 
tion of  birds  and  beasts  of  prey  who  would  be  content 
to  feed  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  on  voles  if  they  were 
left  unharassed. 


A  WHIRLING  SALMON  FLY. 


A  CASE  of  considerable  interest  tc  <almon  anglers 
generally,  and  especially  to  thoso  on  the  Tweed, 
was  heard  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Peebles  at 
a  court  held  recently.  Mr.  J  Joseph  Schneider,  a 
woollen  manufacturer  belonging  to  Galashiels,  was 
charged  with  having,  on  Nov.  19  last,  fished  for 
salmon  by  means  of  a  rod,  line,  and  artificial  minnow 
in  the  Tweed  near  Traquair.  He  pleaded  not 
guilty,  his  defence  being  that  he  was  fishing  with  a 
"  whirling  fly."  The  tackle  had  been  made  by  Mr. 
Schneider  himself,  and  consisted  of  a  part  of  a 
Devon  bait,  with  swivel  and  spinners,  and  feathers 
on  the  back.  After  evidence,  the  sheriff  decided 
that  the  lure  was  an  artificial  minnow,  although  he 
believed  that  the  accused  had  used  it  in  good  faith. 
A  fine  of  Is.,  with  30s.  of  costs,  was  imposed.  It 
may  be  explained  that  in  the  Tweed  and  its  tribu- 
taries any  kind  of  lure,  including  minnow,  prawn, 
or  even  worm,  is  legal  so  long  as  the  net-fishing  con- 
tinues— that  is,  from  Feb.  14  to  Sept.  14 — but  during 
the  remainder  of  the  angling  season — from  Feb.  1 
to  Feb.  14,  and  from  Sept.  15  to  Nov.  30 — artificial 
fly  is  the  only  legal  lure.  Some  years  ago  the  Tweed 
Commissioners  issued  a  notice  prohibiting  the  use  of 
a  style  of  fly  which  had  come  into  fashion,  and  which 
had  a  spinning  arrangement  at  its  head,  though  the 
fly  itself  did  not  spin.  This  was  classed  in  the  same 
category  as  the  minnow,  and  is,  therefore,  not 
allowed  to  be  used  during  the  periods  when  the  fly 
alone  is  permissible. — Tweedside,  in  the  Field. 

[Any  lure  which  spins  or  has  a  spinner  attached  to 
it  has  no  right  to  be  considered  as  a  fly,  and  ought  to 
be  prohibited  on  all  fly  waters. — Ed.  F.O.] 


Fish  are  nearly  the  same  weight  as  the  water  in 
which  they  live,  so  that  they  can  move  in  it  with 
great  ease.  The  majority  of  them  also  have  an  air- 
bladder  inside  of  the  body,  which  enables  them  to 
go  up  and  down  in  the  water  at  will.  \\'hen  a  fish 
desires  to  go  down  deep,  it  can  press  the  air  out  of 
this  bladder  by  means  of  certain  muscles,  and  thus 
increase  the  weight  of  its  body  ;  and  when  it  wishes 
to  rise  again  it  takes  off  the  pressure,  the  bladder 
fills  with  air  again,  and  its  body  becomes  light 
enough  to  rise. 
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"  The  fish  you  lost  was  worth  the  two  in  your 
neighbour's  glass  case."  — O.  F.  Course. 


The  Index  to  Vol.  XLVII.  (July  to  December, 
1903)  appears  as  a  supplement  in  this  number 
(Dee.  2f),  1903). 

With  a  pretty  cover  of  holly-berries  and 
delightful  drawings  by  Dana  Gibson  and  other 
distinguished  artists,  the  Christmas  Number  of 
Pictorial  Comedy  is  really  something  to  possess. 
Buy  the  Cliristmas  Number,  and  you  will  want 
"  the  humorous  phases  of  life  depicted  by  eminent 
artists  "  every  month— sixpence,  net. 


I  HEAR  that  Mr."*  F.  M.  Walbran  ("Halcyon") 
had  a  good  day  with  the  grayling  at  Tanfield  on 
Dec.  17,  killing  twenty-seven,  weighing  141b.  [Fine 
sport,  Mr.  F.  M.  W.] 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week,  Mr.  Colman, 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Folkestone  Sea  Anglers'  Association, 
sent  the  following  information  which,  as  we  publish 
on  Wednesday,  Dec.  23,  may  be  in  time  for  anglers 
who  care  for  a  blow  at  that  famous  sea  fishing  resort 
(Folkestone)  on  Boxing  Day,  Dec.  26,  and  following 
day,  Dec.  27  : — "  A  Christmas  competition  has  been 
arranged  for  Dec.  26  and  27,  silver  and  bronze 
medals  being  offered  as  prizes.  Members  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  and  affiliated  societies 
may  compete.  Entrance  fee,  Is.  per  day.  Entries 
accepted  up  till  Dec.  24."  Write,  Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  G. 
Colman,  5,  Marine- terrace,  Folkestone. 


Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Rembrandt,  Van  Dyck, 
and  Raphael — these  are  the  artists  represented  in 
the  last  part  issued  of  "  Great  Masters,"  published 
by  William  Heinemann,  21,  Bedford-street,  Strand. 
It  is  impossible  to  even  indicate  the  beauty  of  the 
plates,  which  are  accompanied  by  monographs — 
iDright,  literary,  instructive.  Write  for  a  prospectus. 
Subscribers  are  offered  special  and  most  liberal 
terms. 


The  custom  of  leaving  town  over  the  annual 
holiday  grows  more  popular  every  year.  Railway 
facilities  constantly  improve  ;  the  hotels  and  board- 
ng-houses  become  centres  of  Christmas  merriment ; 
and  this  year  there  is  the  crowning  advantage  of 
an  unbroken  stretch  of  holiday  from  Thursday 
to  Monday,  and,  in  some  cases,  Tuesday.  Most 
excursion  tickets  for  long  distances  are  so  arranged 
as  to  bring  the  traveller  back  on  Sunday  night  in 
time  for  the  return  to  business  on  Monday  morning. 
All  this  great  flight  from  town,  however,  does  not 
imply  the  break-  up  of  the  home  element  of  the 
Christmas  holiday.  It  is  mostly  the  imattached 
people — the  unmarried,  the  newly  married,  or  the 
old  people  whose  children  have  gone  out  into  the 
world — who  spend  Yuletide  at  seaside  hotels.  The 
rest  of  those  who  leave  usually  quarter  themselves 
upon  their  provincial  relations — by  invitation,  of 
course — so  that  the  bliss  of  family  reunion  is  not 
marred,  but  enhanced.  A  glance  at  our  Christmas 
Holiday  Railway  Arrangements  on  page  415  will 
be  useful  to  those  who  have  not  yet  made  up  their 
minds  where  to  spend  the  Christmas  holidays. 


'  Oxm  smart  contemporary,  the  Regiment,  published 
the  Christmas  number  on  Dec.  19,  and  is  replete 
with  Christmassy  gossip  for  soldiers,  sailors,  volun- 
teers, and  civilians  at  home  and  abroad.  Here  is 
an  extract — one  of  scores  :  Napoleon  and  Welling- 
ton after  Waterloo. — "  As  Napoleon  contemplated 
the  disastrous  scene  '  he  turned  pale,  stammered, 
and  shed  some  tears,  the  first  he  had  ever  shed 
on  a  field  of  battle.'  Ney,  waving  frantically 
a  broken  sword,  strove  to  rally  his  broken 
troops,  but  his  courage  was  in  vain.  On  that 
stricken  field  lay  thirty  thousand  men,  dying  and 
dead.  Wellington  was  sending  home  his  despatch 
from  Brussels,  and  Napoleon  had  fled  to  Paris. 
Riding  slowly  back  to  his  quarters,  Wellington 
spoke  (says  one  who  was  with  him)  to  no  one  of  his 
suite,  and  was  evidently  sombre  and  dejected.  The 
few  individuals  who  attended  him  were  scarcely  less 
silent  than  their  leader,  wearing,  too,  the  appearance 
of  a  little  funeral  train  than  of  victors  in  one  of  the 
greatest  battles  ever  fought. 

***** 

"  The  diaries  of  his  friend  Lord  Ellesmere  give  us 
a  glimpse  of  the  Duke  at  the  same  time  in  this  hour 
of  triumph  and  grief.  As  he  rode  back  to  his 
quarters  after  his  interview  with  Blucher  on  the 
evening  of  the  18th,  he  was  recognised  in  the  moon- 
light by  the  wounded  on  the  road.  Many  of  them 
cheered  him  as  he  passed.    He  found  his  quarters 


at  Waterloo  full  of.'French  superior  officers,  prisoners, 
who  expected  to  be  invited  to  dinner.  He  refused 
to  admit  them,  telling  tliem  that  they  must  mak' 
their  peace  with  Louis  XVIII.  before  he  could  have 
anything  to  say  to  them.  There  were  many  vacancies 
at  the  Duke's  table  that  night.  He  ate  little,  and 
his  eyes  were  constantly  directed  to  the  door,  in 
the  hope  that  some  of  those  missing  might  yet 
arrive.  That  hope  was  vain.  No  one  entered.  He 
retired  soon  to  write  his  despatches,  but  before 
doing  so  he  held  up  both  hands  and  exclaimed 
'  The  hand  of  God  has  been  over  me  this  day  !  '  " 


The  eighteenth  year  Scribner's  Magazine  begins 
with  the  January  number.  The  thirty-four  volumes 
since  its  foundation  have  seen  a  revolution  in  maga 
zine  illustration.  When  it  was  founded  in  1887  the 
wood-engraving  was  almost  the  only  important 
illustration  used ;  line  plates  were  beginning  to 
b9  known.  The  first  issue,  published  in  January, 
1887,  contains  a  number  of  these,  and  also  a  few 
half-tone  plates,  which  were  then  imperfectly  made 
according  to  modern  standards.  From  that 
day  to  this  magazine  processes  have  improved, 
adding  on  the  art  of  reproducing  colours  from  half 
tone  plates  with  remarkable  success.  The  January 
number  will  show  many  examples  of  this  great  ad 
vance  in  illustrative  processes. 


The  Fisherman. 
The  wind  whistles  shrill,  the  glass  is  still  falling 

The  skies  are  dark  with  the  unshed  snow  ; 
Far  out  in  the  harbour  the  gulls  are  calling, 
Out  in  the  bay  you  can  hear  them  calling  : 

Cast  her  adrift,  up  mainsail  and  go. 

With  the  kiss  of  our  dearest. 
Our  best-loved  and  nearest. 
Still  fresh  on  our  lips, 

We  must  sail,  must  sail. 
For  the  fish  must  be  caught  ; 
We  may  tarry  for  naught. 

So  out  and  away  in  the  teeth  of  the  gale. 

Down  past  the  wharves  we  are  silently  gliding 

Down  past  the  islands  and  into  the  bay  ; 
Down  past  the  steamers  at  anchor  riding. 
Huge  floating  freighters  in  safety  riding. 

Out  in  the  fume,  the  fret  and  the  spray. 
For  when  fish  can  be  taken 
All  must  be  forsaken  ; 
No  matter  who  calls. 

We  must  sail,  must  sail. 
Though  the  wife  be  a-sighing 
And  the  children  a-crying, 

We  must  earn  our  bread  in  the  teeth  of  the  gale. 

Though  the  ropes  be  stiff  and  the  sleet  be  stinging. 

What  matter  is  it,  if  the  fish  bite  free, 
For  deep  in  our  hearts  we  can  hear  a-singing. 
Yea  !  well-loved  voices  we  hear  a-singing. 
Welcome  home  from  the  gale  and  the  sea. 

For  again  to  our  dearest. 
Best  loved  and  nearest, 
With  the  wind  astern 

We  shall  sail,  shall  sail. 
When  the  fish  are  all  caught, 
We  shall  tarry  for  naught, 

But  up  and  away  from  the  teeth  of  the  gale. 

— Boston  Transcript. 


During  next  year  from  150,000  to  200,000  trout 
and  salmon  are  to  be  turned  into  the  Seine  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Paris. 


The  Bluepoint  oystsr  comes  from  the  Long 
Island  shore,  from  what  was  once  a  natural  bed. 
It  gets  its  name  from  the  little  town  of  Bluepoint, 
off  which  the  beds  were  discovered.  These  oysters 
were  of  handsome  shape  and  extra  appearance,  and 
at  once  commanded  fancy  prices.  It  was  only  a 
matter  of  time  when  these  and  neighbouring  bods 
would  be  worked  out,  and  then  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  "seeding  "  or  "planting,"  that  is, 
covering  the  beds  with  young  oysters  from  other 
localities.  These,  carefully  selected  as  to  shape, 
develop  rapidly  under  the  advantageous  conditions 
of  the  Long  Island  beds,  and  become  the  luscious 
first  course  of  the  American  epicure. 


The  fish  editor  of  the  Courrier  de  Tientsin  is  going 
strongly  at  present,  says  the  Shanghai  Times.  Gloat 
over  this,  oh,  ye  disciples  of  Munchausen,  and  cull  a 
passing  pointer,  oh,  ye  followers  in  the  footsteps  of 
Ananias  : — "  Some  days  ago  an  enormous  fish,  36ft. 
long,  was  caught  in  the  vicinity  of  Peitang,  near 
Tangku.  It  was  cut  up  and  sold  in  the  surrounding 
villages.  The  carcase  of  the  fish  was  probably 
poisonous,  as  300  inhabitants  who  had  eaten  of  it 
are  dead  and  many  others  are  ill."  What  royal 
fiction  such  a  man  would  scribe  about  the  sea- 
serpent  ! 


"  The  Long  Island  ferry-boat  Flushing  was 
delayed  for  over  half-an-hour  owing  to  a  big  eel 
which  blocked  the  supply-pipe  to  the  boilers.  The 
eel  had  to  be  cut  up  into  pieces  before  it  could  be 
dislodged."  [Why  was  I  not  present  to  pick  up 
some  of  the  pieces  ?] 


A  STATISTICAL  paper  says  that  £1,000,000  in  five- 
pound  notes  would  weigh  7071b.  During  the  coming 
long  winter  evenings  it  is  quite  likely  that  the 
pleasing  game  of  weighing  a  million  five-pound  notes 
to  ascertain  their  exact  weiglit  will  become  (jnite 
popular. 

It  is  related  of  a  famous  cook  that  he  prepared 
fish  so  exquisitely  that  they  returned  him  admiring 
and  grateful  looks  from  the  frying-pan. 


A  GENTLEMAN  at  Croydon  writes  : — "  About  the 
year  1885  a  friend  of  mine,  fishing  at  the  New  Mole, 
Gibraltar,  brought  out  of  tlie  sea  on  an  ordinary  fish- 
hook a  fine  specimen  (at  any  rate,  what  he  thought 
was,  having  sold  it  for  7s.  6d.  to  the  sergeant  of  the 
officers'  mess)  of  scarlet  lobster."  Whistler  was 
much  laughed  at  when  he  exhibited  a  picture,  "  The 
Loves  of  the  Lobsters,"  with  the  lobsters  as  red  aa^ 
sealing-wax.    He  was  not  so  far  out  after  all,  1 


Mr.  William  Ross,  a  fishery  inspector,  met  with 
an  accident  at  Galway,  and  was  drowned.  His  dog 
was  witli  him  at  the  time,  and  returned  home  and 
made  many  mute  appeals  for  assistance.  A  number 
of  Mr.  Ross'  friends  followed  the  dog,  which  took 
them  to  the  spot  where  his  body  lay. 


The  deepest  part  of  the  Mediterranean  is  near 
Malta.    The  depth  is  14,136ft. 


The  evening  hour, 

A  leafy  bower, 

A  bird,  a  flower — and  bliss. 

A  golden  sky, 
A  rod,  a  fly, 

A  rise,  a  try — whirr-ish  ! 

A  strike,  a  run, 
A  weighty  one. 

The  net — 'tis  done — bright  face. 

The  homeward  way. 

The  heart  so  gay. 

And  then  next  day — same  place. 

— Mosnar  Dis. 


Christmas  time  is  a  time  for  turning  over  new 
leaves,  buying  new  diaries,  making  new  resolves, 
and  breaking  them  quickly.  I  did  intend  to  give  a 
review  of  the  year,  but  I  find  that  "  rain,  floods, 
rates,  floods,  rain,  rates,"  will  about  cover  the  doings 
of  1903.  Still,  I  will  not  close  the  year  without 
imparting  some  information. 

***** 
A  correspondent  asks  for  "  a  simple  process  for 
finding  the  value  of  cane  built  rods."  As  Hamlet 
ays,  "  It  is  as  easy  as  lying  "  ;  all  you  have  to  do  is 
to  first  calculate  the  average  sectional  area  of 
your  hexagon,  work  up  by  the  differential  and 
integral  calculus  the  maximum  and  minimum  of 
the  value  of  your  neutral  plane  and  axis,  taking 
the  section  as  a  cross  between  a  solid  and  hollow 
beam  uniformly  loaded.  Having  got  these,  com- 
mence your  tests  with  live  and  dead  loads,  for 
resilience.  Trigonometrically  calculate  the  angles 
of  leverages  throughout  the  cast,  resolving  these 
by  hyperbolic  logarithms  into  a  curve  of  stresses 
acting  at  various  leverages  from  the  centre  of 
gravity.  When  this  is  finished  apply  the  specific 
weight  of  your  foot  to  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the 
body  of  your  instructor,  thus  causing  him  to  gyrate 
with  an  effort  nearly  sufficient  to  cause  centrifugal 
force — and  there  you  are  ! 

***** 
And  while  I  am  on  these  simple  themes  let  me 
say  that  there  have  been  many  errors  during  1903 
about  the  salmo  apollinaris.    This  fish   owes  its 
characteristics  to  the  presence  of  radium,  and  not  , 
s  is  generally  supposed  to  the  presence  of  attic  i 
alt,  rock  salt,  Bumsted's  salt,  or  other  varieties 
of  the  chloride  of  sodium.    "Kill-worm"  is  an 
advertised    compound.      Don't     kill     worms  — 
fondle    them,    and    deal    gently    with  gentles, 
for  "  daddy's  a  gentle-man  "   is   a    holy  senti- 
ment.   Wordsworth  disliked  the  man  who  lightly 
et  his  foot  on  a  worm.    I  say  so  too,  for  the  blood- 
orm  may  be  a  Darwinian  relation.    This  brings 
me  to  the  signs  of  the  Kodak — Pisces  and  other 
puzzlers.    I  yield.    Fiscal  Policy  has  exhausted  all 
my  calculations — science,  arithmetic — nothing  but 
Christmas  now  has  any  charm  for  Dragnet. 
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CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  tickets  to  the 
East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend, 
Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldoburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton, 
etc.),  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and 
their  other  London  and  Suburban  stations,  there 
will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  24,  to  most  of  the  above  stations  ;  also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham, 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss,  Wood- 
bridge,  Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other  places 
in  the  eastern  counties ;  also  vid  the  Cathedral 
route  to  Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe,  Chester- 
field, Hull,  Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Manchester, 
York,  Leeds,  Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wakefield, 
Durham,  Newcastle,  and  other  stations  in  the 
northern  counties  ;  also  on  Dec.  24  and  31  cheap 
bookings  to  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  etc.  Cheap  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets 
are  issued  by  all  trains  to  most  of  the  country 
stations  in  the  eastern  coanties  every  Saturday. 
Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc.)  can  be  obtained 
in  advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station,  and  at  the 
company's  various  City,  West  End,  and  other 
Booking  Offices.  Relieving  trains  will  precede 
some  of  the  trains  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc., 
on  Dec.  23,-  24,  25,  27,  and  28.  On  Thursday, 
Dec.  24,  special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
8.10  a.m.  for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  etc.  ; 
at  8.57  a.m.  for  Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich, 
etc. ;  at  1.30  p.m.  for  Colchester,  Clacton,  Ipswich, 
Norwich,  Cromer,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowe- 
stoft ;  at  7.10  p.m.  for  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Diss,  Norwich,  etc.;  at  9.25  p.m.  for 
Southend,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  etc.  ;  and  for  the 
accommodation  of  those  detained  at  business  until 
late  in  the  evening  midnight  trains  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  12.20  for  Yarmouth  and  Lowe- 
stoft vid  Ipswich  ;  at  12.25  for  Cambridge,  Norwich, 
Fakenham,  and  Wells  ;  and  at  12.40  for  Colchester, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and 
Norwich,  all  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations.  On  Christmas  Day  trains  will  be  run  as 
on  Sundays,  with  certain  additions.  ReUeving 
trains  will  precede  some  of  the  morning  trains. 
Special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  at 
5.8  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  and 'at  9.4  a.m.  to  Yarmouth 
and  Lowestoft  vid  Ipswich,  both  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  Special  trains  will 
also  be  run  on  many  of  the  branch  lines  in  connec- 
tion with  trains  to  and  from  London.  On  Boxing 
Day  the  train  services  will  be  considerably  altered, 
some  of  the  trains  being. cancelled  or  modified.  On 
Sunday,  Dec.  27,  and  Monday,  Dec.  28,  additional 
and  relieving  trains  will  be  run  from  the  country 
stations  to  London.  Senders  of  Christmas  hampers 
and  parcels  are  requested  to  fasten  the  address  to 
each  package  securely,  and  as  an  additional  pre- 
caution against  loss  and  delay,  are  recommended  to 
put  another  address  of  the  consignee  inside  each 
package,  also  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  ANT)  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

On  Thursday,  Dec.  24,  third  class  cheap  return 
tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain 
trains  before  noon  to  Tunbridge  WeUs,  Bexhill,  St. 
Leonards,  Hastings,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Herne 
Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs, 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
stone, Shornclifie,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New 
Romney.  These  tickets  will  be  available  for  the 
return  journey,  Dec.  25  to  28  inclusive.  Week-end 
cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  on  Dec.  25,  26,  and  27 
as  usual,  but  not  available  for  return  journey  prior 
to  Dec.  27.  On  Christmas  Eve  a  fast  late  train 
will  be  run  to  Chatham,  Sittingbourne,  Sheerness, 
Faversham,  Whitstable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington, 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Canter- 
bury, Walmer,  Deal,  and  Dover,  leaving  Victoria 
at  12.25  midnight,  and  Holborn  at  12.20  rbid- 
night.  A  similar  train  will  also  be  nm  on 
Christmas  Eve  to  Chislehurst,  Sevenoaks,  Tun- 
bridge Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Ashford, 
Canterbury,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  and 
Dover,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  12.55  midnight, 
Waterloo  1.0  a.m.,  Cannon-street  1.6,  London  Bridge 
1.12,  and  New  Cross  at  1.19  a.m.  Week-end  cheap 
tickets  will  be  issued  by  these  trains.  Special  cheap 
return  tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  to  Mar- 
seilles, Hy^res,  Cannes,  Grasse,  Nice,  Monte  Carlo, 
Mentone  and  other  stations  on  the  French  Riviera, 
vid  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  leaving  Charing  Cross 
at  2.15  p.m.  on  Dec.   23.    Cheap  excursions  will 


also  run  from  London  to  Paris,  vid  Dover- Calais 
and  Folkestone-Boulogne,  on  Dec.  21,  22,  23,  and 
24  ;  also  from  London  to  Brussels  vid  Dover-Calais, 
Folkestone-Boulogne,  and  Dover-Ostend  from  Dec. 
21  to  26  inclusive.  On  Christmas  Day  several 
extra  trains  will  run,  but  the  ordinary  services  will 
be  as  on  Sundays.  On  Boxing  Day  cheap  panto- 
mime excursions  will  be  run  from  the  principal 
stations  to  London,  returning  about  midnight. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Thursday,  Dec.  24.— A  special  express  train  will 
leave  Euston  at  12.0  noon  for  Birmingham,  calling 
at  Willesden  and  Coventry  only.  The  12.15  noon 
train  from  Euston  will  be  divided.  The  first 
portion,  conveying  passengers  for  Liverpool 
only,  will  not  call  at  Crewe.  A  special  train  will 
leave  Euston  at  1.5  p.m.  for  Leighton,  calling  at 
Chalk  Farm,  Kilburn,  Willesden,  and  all  stations 
beyond.  The  4. 15  p.m.  from  Euston  will  be  divided 
— the  first  portion  leaving  at  4.10  p.m.,  conveying 
passengers  to  Welshpool,  Bangor,  and  Blackpool  ; 
the  second  portion  will  leave  at  4.16  p.m.,  and 
convey  passengers  for  Liverpool  only.  A  special 
express  train  will  leave  Euston  at  4.25  p.m.  for  Bir- 
mingham and  Wolverhampton,  calUng  at  North- 
ampton, Coventry,  and  Dudley  Port  only.  The 
5.30  p.m.  from  Euston  will  be  divided — the  first 
portion,  leaving  at  5.28  p.m.,  conveying  passengers 
for  Manchester  and  Birkenhead' ;  the  second  portion 
will  leave  Euston  at  5.32  p.m.,  and  will  be  for  Liver- 
pool only.  The  12.0  night  train  from  Euston,  due 
Warrington  at  5.15  a.m.  on  Christmas  Day,  Dec.  25, 
wiU  be  extended  from  Warrington  to  Preston,  calling 
at  Wigan.  Certain  of  the  residential  trains  wil)  be 
discontinued  on  this  date.  Christmas  Day,  Friday, 
Dec.  25. — On  Christmas  Day  the  trains  will  be  rim 
as  on  Sundays,  with  some  exceptions  and  additions. 
Saturday  (Bank  Holiday),  Dec.  26. — Several  of  the 
residential  morning  and  evening  trains  will  be  sus- 
pended on  this  date,  and  some  of  the  main  line 
express  trains  will  also  be  discontinued.  Sunday, 
Dec.  27. — A  special  train  will  leave  Euston  at 
6.50  p.m.  for  Northampton,  calling  at  Willesden, 
Harrow,  Watford,  Boxmoor,  Berkhampsted, 
Leighton,  Bletchley,  Wolverton,  and  Castlethorpe. 
Special  trains  will  leave  Euston  at  8.55  p.m.  and 
10.25  p.m.  for  Watford,  calling  at  all  stations.  For 
further  particulars  see  the  special  announcements 
at  the  stations  and  town  offices. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Special  cheap  excursions  from  London  (Waterloo) 
and  certain  suburban  stations  as  follows  :  — • 
On  Thursday,  Dec.  24.  —  At  5.45  p.m.  and 
1.20*  midnight  for  Salisbury,  Exeter,  Crediton, 
Okehampton,  Tavistock,  Devonport,  Plymouth, 
and  certain  intermediate  stations.  At  5.50  p.m. 
and  1.0  *  midnight  for  Exmouth  Branch,  also 
for  Barnstaple,  Bideford,  Ilfracombe,  Torrington, 
and  other  North  Devon  stations.  At  10.35* 
p.m.  for  Salisbury,  Yeovil  Junction,  Exeter, 
etc.,  also  Chard,  Lyme  Regis,  Seaton,  Budleigh 
Salterton,  Sidmouth,  and  Exmouth  branches.  At 
10.40*  p.m.  for  Basingstoke,  Andover  Junction, 
Salisbury,  Semley,  Templecombe,  Bath,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Radstock,  Sherborne,  Yeovil,  etc.  At  12.40* 
midnight  for  Salisbury,  Exeter,  Bude,  Holsworthy, 
Launceston,  Camelford,  Wadebridge,  Padstow, 
Bodmin,  etc.  At  10.5*  p.m.  for  Basingstoke,  East- 
leigh,  Brockenhurst,  Christchurch,  Poole,  Bourne- 
mouth, Swanage,  Dorchester,  Portland,  Weymouth, 
etc.  At  10.20  p.m.  for  Bentley,  Alton,  etc.  _  On 
Christmas  Day. — At  5.50  a.m.  for  Southampton 
West,  Brockenhurst,  Bournemouth,  Poole,  Christ- 
church,  Dorchester,  Portland,  Weymouth,  etc.  At 
5.55  a.m.  for  Exeter,  Tavistock,  Devonport,  Ply- 
mouth, Ilfracombe,  Bideford,  Barnstaple,  Torring- 
ton, Honiton,  Axminster,  Yeovil,  Salisbury,  etc.  At 
7.55  a.m.  for  Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  Botley, 
Fareham,  Gosport,  Portsmouth,  Romsey,  Isle  of 
Wight,  Eastleigh,  Winchester,  Southampton,  Fam- 
borough.  At  7.65*  a.m.  and  12.0  noon  for  Lyming- 
ton,  Yarmouth,  etc.  For  full  particulars  of  special 
arrangements,  altered  working  of  ordinary  trains, 
etc.,  during  the  Holidays  see  bills,  programmes,  etc., 
obtainable  at  all  the  company's  London  offices  and 
stations,  or  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Superintendent 
of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Central  Railway  Company  have  issued 
an  A.B.C.  programme  of  their  excursion  arrange- 
rnents  for  the  Christmas  and  New  Year  holidays  from 
London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and 
metropolitan  stations  to  all  the  principal  towns  in 
the  Midlands,  North  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland.  The  guide  contains  complete  information 
as  to  times  of  starting,  fares,  dates,  and  times  of 


*  Convey  third-class  passengers. 


return,  etc.,  for  any  station  (alphabetically  ar- 
ranged). The  facilities  are  very  comprehensive. 
Copies  can  be  obtained  free  on  application  at  Mary- 
lebone Station  or  at  any  of  the  company's  town 
offices  and  agencies.  The  company  have  also  made 
complete  arrangements  for  the  collection,  quick 
transit,  and  prompt  delivery  of  Christmas  packages 
in  all  the  chief  towns  on  their  system.  Frequent 
collections  of  parcels  will  be  made  at  the  receiving 
offices  in  London  and  other  largo  centres,  and  the 
traffic  will  be  despatched  by  the  first  available  trc.in 
after  receipt.  Special  trains  will  be  run,  and 
through  vans  attached  to  the  principal  express  and 
mail  trains  to  accommodate  the  traffic.  Reduced 
through  rates  are  now  in  operation. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

On  Thursday,  Dec.  24,  the  6.30  p.m.  from  Pad- 
ding^on  to  Plymouth  wUl  be  extended  to  Falmouth 
and  Penzance,  and  the  12.0  midnight  from  Padding- 
ton  will  convey  passengers  to  Kingsbridge,  Wade- 
bridge, Fowey,  aad  Newquay  Branchss.  Special 
train?  will  leave  Paddington  as  follows :  Thursday, 
Dec.  24. — 1.0  night,  for  Swindon,  Bath,  Bristol, 
Taunton.  Exeter,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Newport, 
Cardiff,  Swansea,  etc.  Christmas  Day. — 5.30  a.m., 
for  Reading,  Swindon,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham, 
Hereford,  CardifT,  Swansea,  Bath,  Bristol,  Weston- 
Super-Mare,  Taunton,  Exetjr,  Torquaj',  Plymouth, 
Penzance,  Trowbridge,  Frome,  Yeovil,  Bridport, 
Dorchester,  Weymouth,  etc.  5.35  a.m.,  for  Oxford, 
Banbury,  Leamington,  Birmingham,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, Worcester,  Malvern,  Kidderminster,  etc.  For 
full  particulars  of  spscial  and  excursion  trains,  see 
pamph'ets.  Several  through  expresses  from  and  to 
London  will  not  run  on  the  Bank  Holiday,  and 
certain  local  trains  will  be  discontinued  during  the 
holidays.  Tickets,  pamphlets,  and  particulars  of 
week-end  bookings  obtainable  at  the  company's 
stations  and  town  offices. 


A  GOOD  DOG  WITH  A  BAD  NAME. 

No  night  was  this  in  Hades  with  solemn-eyed 
Dante,  for  Satan  was  only  a  woolly  little  black  dog, 
and  surely  no  dog  was  ever  more  absurdly  mis- 
named. When  Uncle  Carey  first  heard  that  name, 
he  asked  gravely  : 

"  Why,  Dirmie,  where  in  h  LTncle  Carey 

gulped  slightly,  "  did  you  get  him  ?  "  And  Dirmie 
laughed  merrily,'  for  she  saw  the  fun  of  the  question, 
and  shook  her  black  cm-Is. 

"  He  didn't  come  f'um  that  place.'" 

Distinctly  Satan  had  not  come  from  that  place. 
On  the  contrary,  he  might  by  a  miracle  have 
dropped'straight  from  some  happy  hunting  ground, 
for  all  the  signs  he  gave  of  having  touched  pitch  in 
this  or  another  sphere.  Nothing  human  was  ever 
born  that  was  gentler,  merrier,  more  trusting,  or 
more  lovable  than  Satan.  That  was  why  Uncle 
Carey  said  again  gravely  that  he  could  hardly  tell 
Satan  and  his  little  mistress  apart.  He  rarely 
saw  them  apart,  and  as  both  had  black  tangled 
hair  and  bright  black  eyes  ;  as  one  awoke  every 
morning  with  a  happy  smile  and  the  other 
with  a  jolly  bark  ;  as  they  played  aU  daj'  like 
wind-shaken  shadows  and  each  won  every  heart  at 
first  sight — the  likeness  was  really  rather  curious. 
I  have  always  believed  that  Satan  made  the  spirit 
of  Dinnie's  house,  orthodox  and  severe  though  it 
was,  almost  kindly  towards  his  great  namesake.  I 
know  I  have  never  been  able,  since  I  knew  Uttle 
Satan,  to  think  old  Satan  as  bad  as  I  once  painted 
him,  though  I  am  sure  the  little  dog  had  many 
pretty  tricks  that  the  "  old  boy  "  doubtless  has 
never  used  in  order  to  amuse  his  friends. 

"  Shut  the  door,  Saty,  please,"  Dirmie  would  say, 
precisely  as  she  woula  say  it  to  Uncle  Billy,  the 
butler,  and  straightway  Satan  would  laimch  him- 
self at  it — bang  !  He  never  would  learn  to  close  it 
softly,  for  Satan  liked  that — bang  ! — From  "  Christ- 
mas Night  with  Satan,"  by  Joffisr  Fox,  JuN.,  in  the 
December  (Christmas)  Scribner's. 


It  is  said  by  fishermen  who  ply  their  vocation  off 
Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  that  a  forest  of  considerable 
dimensions  exists  at  the  bottom  of  Lake  Michigan. 
Some  years  ago  it  was  the  custom  with  the  fisher- 
men to  cast  their  nets  nearer  shore,  but  as  the  fish 
gradually  became  less  plentiful  the  fishermen  moved 
further  out,  imtil  they  encoimtered  the  forest  of 
trees  mentioned,  and  it  effectually  prevented  them 
from  using  their  nets  there.  Repeated  experiment 
fixed  the  further  boundary  line  of  the  timber  some- 
thing about  twenty  miles  from  shore,  to  which 
distance  they  go  to  cast  their  nets.  It  is  stated 
that  trees  have  been  knoMTi  to  wash  ashore  that 
show  evidence  of  having  remained  under  water  for 
centuries.  They  were  in  a  perfect  state  of  preserva- 
tion at  first,  but  very  soon  decajed  after  exposure 
to  the  atmosphere. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS; 
^  J.  Studley.— The  fly  you  send  is  a  golden-eyed 
Gauze-wing ;    it  is  occasionally  seen  as  late  as 
December. 


Xetters  to  tbe  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

MR.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL'S  NEW 
EDITION  OF  "PIKE  AND  OTHER  COARSE 
FISH"   (BADMINTON  LIBRARY). 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  much  pleasure  the  critical 
• — I  might  perhaps  say  analytical — review  of  the 
revised  edition  of  Vol.  II.  on  "  Pike  and  Other 
Coarse  Fish  "  (Badminton  Library  of  Sport),  more 
particularly  in  reference  to  spinning  tackle, 'which 
appeared  in  your  edition  of  Dec.  12.  The  review 
gains,  of  course,  largely  in  its  critical  value — and 
in  its  interest,  in  my  point  of  view — from  its  bearing 
your  signature.  Your  double  position  as  a  practical 
sportsman  and  as  Editor  of  the  only  newspaper 
wholly  devoted  to  fishing  gives  your  opinion  on 
such  a  subject  unique  value  and  importance.  I 


December  26,  1903 


trates  incidentally  how  much  gimp  is  in  any  case 
necessary  above  the  hooks. 

In  the  case  of  a  single  triangle  being  used,  it  is,  I 
am  sure,  highly  desirable— indeed  probably  essen- 
tial— to  mcrease  the  size  of  the  hooks,  and  I  send 
you  two  engravings:  the  first,  illustrative  of  the 
smgle  triangle,  as  applicable  to  a  very  small  bait — 
say,  a  3^in.  gudgeon  or  dace  ;  and  the  second, 
showing  the  size  of  the  hook  which  I  actually  used 
myself  with  dace  measuring  4|in.  The  figure  in  the 
cut  only  measures  4in.,  but  the  measurement  of  the 
actual  fish  from  which  it  was  taken  was  4|in.,  from 
the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  end  of  the  tail-fin,  the  diffe- 
rence of  Jin.  representing  the  loss  in  length,  resulting 
from  the  curvature  in  the  body  of  the  bait  on  the 
flight.  It  is  this  curvature  which  makes  the  bait 
spin— spin  brilliantly,  N.B.— and  it  is  in  this  perfec- 
tion of  spinning.combined  with  absolute  simplicity  in 
baiting  (a  boy  could  bait  it  as  well  as  a  veteran), 
that  I  fancy — with  your  benison,  sir,  to  start  it — 
there  lias  a  successful  career  before  the  new  tackle. 

It  seems  to  me  highly  probable  that  the  single 
triangle  will  also  be  found  all  that  is  necessary  (and 
perhaps  also  an  advantage)  in  spinning  for  salmon 
or  lake-trout  ;  but  on  this  point  I  only  hazard  a 
conjecture,  as  I  never  like  to  put  forward  definitely 
any  proposition  connected  with  fishing  which  I  have 


"Pennell"  Trace  and  Single-Tbiangle  Flight  for  3 Jin.  Bait,  with  Extra  Swivel 

ABOVE  Lead 


Baiting  -  Needle  (un-attached) 


Baiting  Needle 


'Pennell"  Trace  and  Single-Triangle  Flight  for  4 Jin.  Bait. 

(The  extra  swivel  above  lead  is  not  shown  here,  but  should  be  added.) 
(See  Mr.  Pennell's  letter.) 


notice  you  concurred  in  my  suggestion  of  doing  away 
with  all  but  a  single  triangle  in  the  illustrated 
spinning  flight,  and  expressed  the  opinion,  in  which, 
of  course,  I  fully  concur,  that  "  the  fewer  hook 
points  there  are  to  get  in  the  greater  chance  there  is 
of  getting  the  fish  out."  Since  I  wrote  the  chapter 
from  which  you  quote,  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
(though  a  less  extended  one  than  I  should  have  liked) 
of  putting  to  a  practical  test  the  suggestion  which  I 
was  only  able  to  advimbrate,  when  writing  of  the 
substitution  of  a  single  triangle  for  the  two  triangles 
used  in  the  Dee  flight,  so  far  as  pike  fishing  is  con- 
cerned. My  trial  was  confined  to  a  day  or  two, 
but  was  in  every  way  satisfactory.  I  think  the 
percentage  of  fish  actually  lost  after  being  hooked 
was  decidedly  smaller  than  with  the  two-triangle 
tackle.  Everything  else,  including  weed-catching 
(a  not  unimportant  point  on  the  Avon,  as  you  dovibt- 
less  know  well),  would  obviously  be  in  its  favour. 
The  largest  fish  that  I  took  with  it  weighed  131b., 
and  fought  like  a  demon.  He  got  the  spinning  bait 
— or  rather  the  triangle — right  down  to  his  gullet, 
which  I  think  he  would  probably  not  have  done  liad 
there  been  a  second  triangle  flopping  about  to  inter- 
fere with  its  downward  progress.  I  measured  with  a 
long  disgorger  the  distance  between  the  bend  in  the 
triangle-hooks  and  the  pike's  nose,  8|in.    Tliis  illus- 


not  previously  myself  put  to  the  test  of  actual 
practice. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  Fig.  1  there  is  a  single 
hook-swivel  above  the  lead,  as  well  as  the  double- 
swivel  below  it.  In  casting  lately — which  I  have 
had  to  do  pretty  constantly  against  a  stiff  head- 
wind— I  have  found  that  the  bait  often  spins  in  the 
air  during  the  cast,  the  greater  the  force  used  in  the 
cast  the  greater  being  the  spin  ;  and  the  resistance 
of  the  lead  in  the  water  being  no  longer  available  to 
compel  the  swivels  to  act,  this  kind  of  twisting  is 
capable  of  extending  to  the  reel-line  above  the  lead, 
and  thus  practically  produces  an  attack  of  "  kink- 
ing," though  not  in  a  very  acute  form.  The  swivel 
above  the  lead  should  in  this  case  have  the  effect  of 
allowing  the  twist  that  has  thus  been  imparted  to 
the  reel-line  to  "  untwist  "  itself  at  leisure  ;  and  I 
think,  therefore,  that  in  all  traces— my  own  in- 
cluded— this  additional  swivel  should  be  introduced, 
and  would  prove  of  advantage. 

I  should  add  that  the  above  diagnosis  of  the 
malady  of  "  aerial  kinking,"  as  well  as  its  cure,  was 
first  suggested  to  me  by  Mr.  Hayter,  the  well-known 
professional  fisherman  of  Ringwood,  of  whose 
management  of  a  punt  when  spinning  and  general 
qualifications  I  can  speak  in  the  highest  terms. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell, 


—Thank  you  for  sending  me  the  copy  of  the 
Ftshmg  Gazette  of  Dec.  19,  in  which  a  letter  appears 
trom  Mr.  Ebury,  dealing  with  the  question  of  kink- 
ing above  the  leads,  and  the  remedy,  very  much  on 
the  same  lines  that  I  have  dealt  with  it  in  the  abtfve 
letter.  As  the  coincidence  may  appear  somewhat 
strange  either  to  Mr.  Ebury  or  to  some  of  your 
readers.  It  is  only  a  literary  courtesy  to  say  that  my 
letter  above  was  in  your  hands  on  Dec.  14  so  that 
(although  delayed  in  actual  publication  owing  to  a 
correction  in  the  larger  illustration)  it  is  clear  my 
letter  could  not  have  been  borrowed  from  or  in  any 
way  suggested  by,  Mr.  Ebury's  letter;  whilst  ak 
i^^'jj  ^""^'^  letter,  I  understand,  was  dated  from 
llidderminster  on  Dec.  14— the  same  day  my  letter 
reached  your  hands— it  is  equally  evident  he  could 
not  have  been  influenced  by  mine  I  Mr.  Oliver 
Procter's  letter,  which  you  are  also  good  enough  to 
send  me,  I  had  not  seen,  but  it  appears  to  have 
exclusive  reference  to  kinking  above  the  lead  as 
caused  in  artificial  spinners  (with  "  flanges  ")  and 
presumably  by  "snake  "  rings- two  subjects'with 
which  my  letter  does  not  deal.  I  must  say  Mr 
Ebury's  suggestion  for  getting  rid  of  the  over-lead 
kinking,  when  set  up,  appears  to  me  of  the  greatest 
practical  value  and  interest.  No  doubt  it  is 
exactly  what  many  spinners  besides  myself  have 
been  wanting  to  discover  without  discovering  it. 

[Mr.  Pennell  is,  of  course,  quite  correct  in  what  he 
says  as  regards  his  not  having  borrowed  in  any  way 
from  Mr.  Ebury's  letter.  As  far  as  I  remember  the 
first  reference  ever  made  in  piint  to  spinning  baits 
causmj  kinking  when  in  the  air  was  in  Mr.  Procter's 
note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  24  last.  It  was 
purely  an  accident  that  Mr.  Pennell's  letter  did  not 
appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  ;  he  wanted 
some  lettering  cut  out  of  the  block,  so  I  had  to  hold 
the  letter  over. — Ed.] 


MR.  W.  H.  PEARSALL  ON  "MR.  TOD'S 
BOOK." 

Dear  Sir, — First,  permit  me  to  thank  your 
correspondent  for  his  kindly  way  of  referring  to 
my  book,  "  Wet  Fly  Fishing."  I  am  greatly  in- 
terested to  see  that  Mr.  Pearsall  had,  for  years 
before  the  publication  of  my  book,  rubbed  the 
wings  of  the  wet  fly,  as  I  occasionally  do.  He 
considers  that  I  have  got  hold  of  the  wrong  end  of 
the  stick,  and  says  that  "  its  efficacy  is  the  result 
of  squeezing  out  imprisoned  air  than  of  getting  rid 
cf  natural  oil." 

Of  course  I  had  thought  of  this  view  of  it  also, 
and  had  weighed  both  in  the  balance.  But  remem- 
bering the  diving  birds  in  the  Aquarium  at  Brighton, 
I  gave  the  preference  to  the  oil  as  the  prime  factor. 
It  is  immaterial,  but  if  anyone  washes  a  fly  or  a 
feather  in  strong  soda-water  till  the  oily  matter  is 
all  removed,  and  then  dries  it,  I  fancy  he  will  find 
that  no  air  bells  will  then  cling  to  the  feathers,  and 
that  the  fibres  will  suck  up  the  water  like  a  sponge 
does — that  the  fly  (or  the  feather)  will  get  water- 
logged, and  sink. — Yours  truly,         E.  M.  Tod. 

THE   ARMITAGE  KNOT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  a  recent  issue  you  give  a  sketch 
and  description  of  a  knot  for  attaching  salmon; 
gut  to  eyed  hooks  which  is  called  the  "  Armitage  "f 
knot. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  it.  It  is  not  as  old  as 
the  hills,  but  is  old  enough.  I  never  use  anything 
else  either  for  eyed  or  gut  looped  flies.  It  is  simply 
the  old  figure-of-eight  knot. 

I  first  saw  it  used  years  ago  by  Aitken,  the  well- 
known  fisherman,  on  the  Spean.  He  has  used  nothings 
else  for  fifty  years.  I  never  saw  a  gillie  on  either 
Spean  or  Lochy  ever  use  anything  else,  and  I  have 
seen  it  on  the  Dee  and  other  Scotch  rivers. 

Please,  therefore,  do  not  let  us  have  an  old  friend 
presented  with  a  new  name.  It  looks  complicated, 
but  when  you  once  know  how  to  handle  the  gut  so 
as  to  tie  it  quickly,  it  is  the  easiest  knot  to  fasten, 
and  what  is  equally  important  is  by  far  the  easiest 
to  unfasten. 

I  never  could  understand  why  Mr.  Pennell,  in  the 
Badminton  Library,  advocated  the  double  slip-knot 
for  salmon  flies.  In  that  knot  the  short  end  of  the 
gut  points  the  wrong  way — namely,  up  the  line, 
while  in  the  figure-of-eight  knot  the  short  end  points 
back  among  the  hackles.  In  the  double  slip-knot 
he  was  on  the  road  to  this  knot,  but  just  stopped 
short. — Yours  truly,         F.  Paeker  Rhodes. 


RE   "WIMPLIN'  WORM." 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  referred  to  my  old  edition  of 
Burns,  and  the  glossary  gives  "  wimplin'  "  as 
meaning  "  meandering."  I  should  imagine  when 
writing  the  verse  Burns  had  in  his  mind  the  worm  of 
the  still  as  you  suggested. — Yours  truly, 

A.  E.  HoBBS. 


December  26,  1903 


THE  FISmNQ  GAZETTE 


EEL  CATCHIXG  EXTRAORDINARY. 

Deas  IIr.  ilABSTON', — It  is  beginning  to  dawn 
on  me  that  my  mission  in  life  is  to  supply  you  with 
eel  stories.  Here  is  a  nice  little  one  from  Swanton 
Novers,  near  Melton  Constable. 

A  warrener  one  day  last  week  while  following  his 
avocation  came  across  a  rabbit  hole  near  a  pit, 
which,  owing  to  the  recent  deluge,  was  within  seven 
or  eight  inches  of  the  water.  There  was  sufficient 
evidence  of  its  being  occupied  to  justify  the  war- 
rener in  handing  over  further  investigation  to  his 
ferret.  This  he  accordingly  did,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  the  ferret  returned  and  proceeded  to  remon- 
strate with  his  owner  in  such  a  manner  as  to  con- 
vince him  that  he  had  something  out  of  the  cormnon 
to  face.  Nerving  himself  for  the  ordeal,  he  com- 
menced operations  by  driving  a  spade  in  front  of 
the  hole  to  prevent  the  game  bolting,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  carefully  open  up  the  earth.  Imagine  his 
astonishment  when  he  exposed  the  head  of  an 
enormous  eel.  Pulling  out  his  knife  he  plunged  the 
blade  in  behind  the  occiput  and  ignominiously 
hauled  it  forth.  It  weighed  Tilb.  Proceeding,  he 
secured  two  others,  not  quite  so  large.  The  earth 
was  quite  dry,  with  the  exception  of  being  a  bit 
slimy  from  contact  with  the  eels. 

Is  this  the  solution  of  the  blank  day  enigma  ? — 
the  doleful  days  with  ne'er  a  rise  ;  the  days  we 
watch  the  merry  float  that  bobbeth  not ;  the  days 
on  which — unlike  the  lilies  of  the  field — we  toil  and 
spin  until  our  legs  and  backs  and  arms  and  hearts 
alike  are  sore  and  weary.  Can  it  be  that  on  these 
days  the  finny  family  is  "  not  at  home  "  ?  Mrs. 
Trout  is  calling  on  ilrs.  Rat,  and  the  Pikes  and 
Perches  have  gone  to  see  how  the  little  Rooks  are 
getting  on.  If  tilings  progress  like  this  and  the 
theory  of  evolution  is  correct,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
centuries  rods  will  be  quite  out  of  date,  and  of 
course  we  will  be  hunting  our  game  fish  with  a  pack 
of  hounds.  Equally,  of  course,  the  coarse  fish  will 
be  coursed. 

Joking  apart,  I  quite  believe  this  story.  The 
veracity  of  the  gentleman — although  not  an  angler — 
is  beyond  question,  and  it  was  related  to  him  by  the 
warrener. — Yours  truly,  X.  S.  R. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  seen  in  the 
local  Press  that  some  labourers  while  ploughing  near 
Eye  came  across  a  small  rivulet  over  whicJi  were 
some  bushes,  and  entangled  in  the  branches  of  one 
of  these  was  an  eel  of  -lib.,  which  they  managed 
to  secure.  Not  knowing  what  to  do  with  their 
captive,  they  tethered  the  rampagious  monster 
with  a  plough-line  until  their  daily  toil  was  o'er. 
This  goes  towards  pro\ing  it  will"  not  be  an  i.m- 
common  experience  for  the  gunner  of  the  future 
to  take  a  woodcock  or  pheasant  with  his  right, 
while  a  rocketing  eel  falls  a  victim  to  his  deadlv 
left. 


"SOUCH  FUNT)." 

Deae  Sm, — First  let  me  thank  you  for  printing 
my  appeal  for  the  above,  and  let  me  thank  those 
kind-hearted  gentlemen  who  sent  me  subscriptions. 
I  have  placed  the  money  on  the  collecting  card  of 
the  White  Hart  Hotel  on  the  Quay,  the  headquarters 
of  our  sea-angling  fraternity  down  here,  where  bait 
can  always  be  obtained  and  taken  care  of. 

I  am  sure  graceful  actions  such  as  these  do  much 
to  cement  the  bond  of  union  wliich  should  exist 
between  amateur  and  profes,ional  fishermen.  Any 
further  subscriptions  will  be  thankfully  received  by 
me.  When  I  tell  our  boatmen  down  here  of  the 
subscriptions  sent  through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  one 
and  all  say,  "  How  good  of  them  !  " — Yours  trulv 

Harbour  Office,  R.  W.  Vebnox, 

Dfracombe.    On  Committee  of  Souch  Fund. 


THE  "  SIR  HERBERT  "—THE  "  HOOK  FLY  " 
—A  STONE  FLY. 

Deak  Marstox,— I  am  much  interested  in  the 
account  of  the  "  Hook  Fly,"  bv  vour  Isle  of  Man 
correspondent,  ilr.  Thomas  Poole,  in  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Dec.  5,  and  should  be  grateful  for  the  address  of 
any  tackle-maker  who  ties  the  same  correctly. 

Similarly,  with  thanks  to  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell 
and  sorry  not  quite  to  agree  with  so  eminent  an 
authority  as  to  patterns  of  salmon  flies  being 
immaterial,  I  should  be  grateful  if  he  would  teU  me 
who  has  the  correct  pattern  of  his  "  Sir  Herbert  " 
fly,  for  I  always  hke  to  try  specialities  which  have 
been  found  killing  by  experts. 

To  "  hark  back  "  to  trout,  a  year  or  two  ago — 
sorry  I  can  t  give  date— I  saw  in  Fishing  Gazette  a 
special  dressing  of  Stone  Fly  which  took  mv  fancv 
and  I  had  haH  a  dozen  tied.  WeU,  I  found"  this  flv 
t he  correct  tip  on  a  German  river  I  fished  las"t 
W  hitsuntide,  where  big  Stone  Flies  were  swarming 
and  I  caught  most  of  my  fish  with  it,  a  '  Sarcelle 


coming  a  fair  second  when  I  had  used  up  the 
last.  ' 

Now,  if  you  could  possiblj'  find  out  the  number 
it  appeared  in — I  think  two  or  three  years  ago — 
and  let  me  have  the  dressing  again,  I  should  be 
very  grateful. 

The  Christmas  Number  of  Fishing  Gazette  is 
simply  delightful,  a  real  seasonable  treat  to  all  true 
anglers,  to  whom  "*  tight  lines  in  pleasant  places," 
and  "  many  of  'em,"  is  the  season's  greeting  of — 
Yours  trulv,  Chas.  A.  Paytox. 

Calais,  Dec.  14,  1903. 

[One  of  the  best  killing  patterns  of  the  Stone  Fly 
I  ever  used  is  that  sold  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Trenam, 
Bridge-street,  Helmsley,  Yorkshire.  I  never  saw 
fish  take  the  artificial  so  con  amore  as  the  trout  of 
the  Rye  did  this — but  then  the  natural  fly  was 
about.  I  have  also  used  it  in  Hampshire,  when 
the  Sedges  were  about,  and  in  the  Maj-  Fly  season 
occasionally.  I  wonder  if  tliis  was  the  pattern  Mr. 
Pa\-ton  alludes  to  ? — Ed.] 


A  HOLIDAY  IN  IRELAXD  AND  A  REQUEST. 

Deak  Slr, — It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  reopening 
the  above  correspondence  that  I  trouble  you  with 
this  letter.  The  valuable  columns  of  your  journal 
have  already  been  overtaxed  by  those  who  are 
wasting  bullets  behind  a  kopje  without  any  effect, 
and  without  either  giving  their  names  or  addresses, 
and  without  lending  any  assistance  whatever 
towards  the  preservation,  as  is  admitted  bv  the 
writer,  signed  "  An  Officer,"  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  24 
last,  wliich  has  been  sent  to  me  by  a  friend  onlv  a 
few  days  ago.  You,  Mr.  Editor,  are  aware  I  am  not 
getting  the  Fishing  Gazette  regularly. 

This  gentleman  has  e\-idently  taken  the  advan- 
tage of  fishing  Lough  Mask  for  the  past  five  years  as 
stated  in  his  letter,  and  during  those  years,  notwith- 
standing the  good  sport  he  has  had,  he  has  never 
subscribed  Is.  towards  the  preservation  of  the  lake. 
How  very  liberal  he  becomes  at  the  eleventh  horn- 
by  his  offer  of  £5  5s.,  wliile  his  lOs.  subscription 
annually  for  the  past  five  years  would  be  sufficient, 
without  rushing  into  print,  and  at  a  time  when  the 
preservation  is  brought  to  its  present  en^-iable 
standard,  without  the  aid  of  those  critics  who  now 
cry  loudest. 

For  his  information  and  without  boasting,  after 
the  passing  of  the  bye-law  for  Lough  Mask,  I  ap- 
pointed water  baiUfEs  on  the  principal  spawning 
rivers  at  my  own  expense  for  the  first  year,  without 
the  aid  of  any  man,  and  had  during  that  year 
eighteen  con\  ictions  against  poachers,  which  will  be 
borne  out  by  reference  to  the  petty  session  books 
at  the  Court  House,  Clonbur  and  Ballinrobe.  This 
was  before  the  Lough  Mask  Fishing  Club  was  started. 
Secondly,  the  Lough  Mask  Association  was  never 
restarted  as  stated  by  "  An  Officer."  It  has  as  its 
chairman  the  Rev.  Richard  Waters,  Clonbur,  and 
as  president  ilr.  F.  C.  Boucher.  The  Vines,  Roches- 
ter (since  the  death  of  Colonel  O'Hara,  Galway),  with 
its  members  to  form  a  committee,  with  the"  aid  of 
a  secretary  to  the  club,  and  the  books  of  the  club 
are  annually  inspected  and  balanced  by  the  fore- 
going, and  water  bailiffs,  numbering  sixteen,  paid 
out  of  the  fimds  at  their  disposal.  The  books  can 
be  inspected  by  any  subscriber  to  the  club  who  fishes 
the  lake  in  order  to  satisfy  himself  without  further 
bothering  the  public  Press  or  sporting  papers. 
Nearly  all  subscribers  are  annual  \-isitor3  to  the  lake. 

In  my  letter  of  August  last  I  only  mentioned  that 
it  would  be  better  and  more  in  keeping  to  assist  the 
preservation  of  the  lough  by  those  who  trespass 
most  on  your  space  if  they  turned  their  natural 
talents  in  this  direction  by  inducing  those  hotels  and 
lodging-houses  where  they  put  up  to  subscribe,  than 
admiring  their  letters  in  print  by  ridiculing  those 
who  have  spent  the  best  j-ears  of  their  life  in  helping 
the  preservation.    I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion." 

Lough  Mask  has  been  there  from  time  imme- 
morial, and  it  was  never  resorted  to  as  an  angling 
lough  tiU  preserved.  I  ask  your  readers  to  pause 
and  think  when  reading  this,  and  this  gentleman 
officer  would  have  no  accommodation  starting  into 
existence  on  the  shores  of  the  lough  were  it  not  for 
the  efforts  of  the  Lough  Mask  ClubT  He  also  makes 
great  capital  out  of  a  drive  from  my  hotel  three  long 
Irish  miles,  instead  of  three  short  English  miles,  or 
fourteen  minutes'  drive,  but  I  make  him  a  present 
of  this  mistake.  Regarding  the  shooting,  I  adver- 
tise 40,000  acres.  I  will  forfeit  with  you,  ilr.  Editor, 
a  bank-draft  for  £5  unless  I  rent  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  my  ^-isitors  45,000  acres,  instead  of  40,000 
acres,  provided  this  officer  can  make  out  I  am  one 
acre  short  of  what  I  state,  the  £5  you  can  hand  to 
him  for  the  trouble  of  searching.  The  following  are 
the  names  of  the  landlords  and  townlands  : — I  rent 
the  whole  Kilbride  Estate  from  ilrs.  Levasy  (agents 
R.  E.  Heame,  Esq.,  Ballinrobe,  co.  Mayo)  ;  I  rent 
the  entire  of  the  Okely  Estate,  imder  judge  Ross, 
Dublin  (copy  of  agreement  enclosed).     The  large 


estate  contains  the  following  townlands  : — Crinilin, 
Loaga-Curra.  Tiemee,  Ballard,  Rough  Field,  and 
Carrakeel.  I  rent  the  Shanaforrickane  and  Ta\-na- 
leen  Estates  (purchased  by  the  farmers  under 
the  Ashbourne  Act),  James  Burke  &  Co.,  Shana- 
forrickane, Kilmilken,  co.  Galway  (twenty-two 
farmers  situate  on  the  shores  of  Loiigh-na-Fough)  ; 
I  also  rent  Cloonbrown  and  Innisdooris  with 
several  islands  on  Lough  Corrib  (seventeen  tenants). 
Thomas  Sullivan  &  Co.,  Dooris,  Cumamona, 
Clonbur,  co.  Galway.  I  also  rent  an  estate  from 
Mr.  Thomas  F.  Joyce,  J. P.,  Leenane,  co.  Galwav. 
making  a  total  of  45,000  acres.  If  the  writer  signed 
"  An  Officer  "  refers  to  those  parties  and  makes  up 
the  total  acreage  and  finds  my  shooting  one  acre 
short,  I  will  forfeit  the  £5. 

One  fact  is  worth  a  thousand  arguments,  and  in 
future  I  shall  take  no  notice  of  writers  who  have  not 
the  courage  of  their  con\-ictions  by  subscribing 
their  names,  and  making  statements  that  cannot 
stand  the  light  of  day.  I  am  really  sorrj-  for  the 
length  of  this  letter,  but  false  statements"  must  be 
contradicted.  And  notwithstanding  "  Fly  Rod  s  " 
"cold  mutton"  and  the  trouble  taken  by  other 
scribes,  I  have  more  %-isitors  in  my  hotel  since  Nov.  1 
last,  and  who  are  staying  over  for  the  Cliristmas  and 
New  Year,  than  all  other  hotels  in  Connemara  put 
together. — Yours  truly,  John  A.  Joyce. 

LOITGHS  ilASK  AXD  CORBIB,  ClON-BCR. 

The  following  are  %-isitors  staying  at  the  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  for  the  Christmas  and  New 
Year  : — General  Tower,  ilrs.  Tower,  and  Master 
Tower  ;  Major  Brown  ;  Captain  Earle  ;  Captain 
Elliott  ;  Captain  Hill  ;  Captain  Gunn.  Surgeon 
Gunn,  ilr.  Gunn ;  ilr.  Hill ;  and  Mr.  and  ilrs.  Price. 

J.  A.  J. 

[The  Mount  Gable  Hotel  must  be  a  big  place  if  it 
contains  more  guests  than  all  the  other  hotels  in 
Connemara  put  together.  Of  course,  Mr.  Editor  ' 
has  no  knowledge  as  to  when  Mr.  Joyce  gets  a 
Fishing  Gazette  and  when  he  does  not.  Probably  he 
gets  one  when  he  advertises,  though,  if  so,  it  is 
entirely  as  a  favour.  I  have  no  wish  to  be  unfair  to 
anyone,  and  so  give  Mr.  Joyce  space  for  his  reply. 
He  says  nothing  respecting  the  sport  got  by  Ins 
guests  on  his  40,000  acres  ;  that  was  *ie  whole  point 
of  the  complaint — namely,  that  you  tramped  over 
miles  of  "  shooting  "  but  never  saw  any  game  to 
speak  of,  far  less  to  shoot.  My  object  is  to  enable 
my  readers  to  judge  for  themselves,  and  no  one,  with 
my  knowledge  and  consent,  shall  be  misled  by  people 
who  ■'  guarantee  sport." — Ed.] 


RELATIVE  WEIGHT  OF  PIKE  FROM  DEEP 
AND  SHALLOW  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — Happening  to  possess  two  pike  of 
almcst  exactly  the  same  size,  one  caught  in  a  small 
lake  averaging  thirty  feet  deep  (in  the  part  where 
the  fish  was  caught  i,  and  ti  e  other  in  a  part  of 
the  Hants  Avon  where  the  riv.  r  does  not  average 
more  than  thr^e  feet  in  depth,  I  compared  the  fish. 
The  comparison  shows  just  those  differences  which 
one  would  have  anticipated,  the  supier^or  tail-spread 
of  the  river  fish  and  the  great. r  solidity  of  the  deep 
water  fish  being  well  marked. 

Pike  prefer  still  water  and  avoid  hea\-y  strcf.ms, 
hence  liver  pike  do  not  attain  that  great  relative 
solidity  that  trout  and  grayling  inhabiting  the 
strongest  streams  exhibit  over  their  relatives 
frequenting  quieter  parts  of  the  same  river.  Many 
yeare  ago  I  caught  grayling  and  roach  on  the  weir 
at  Kirkham  (river  Derwent),  where  the  water  ran 
like  a  miU-race,  and  was'astonished  at  the  relative 
weight  of  these  fish,  and  at  the  firmness  of  their 
flesh,  ■  compared  with  those  li%-ing  under  more 
normal  conditions.  Doubtless  these  fish,  caught 
in  one  foot  of  water,  would  have  been  as  heav-y  as 
similar_fish  coming  from  still  water  of  great  depth. 


COSEPARISOX  OF 

Pike.  ' 

lake  Pike. 

Eiver  Pike. 

Caught   

Dec.  24 

Nov.  5 

Length  ...   

3ft.  4in. 

3ft.  3^in. 

Nose  to  gill-cover,  over  all 

lOJin. 

llin. 

Depth   

Tin. 

Tin. 

Thickness  ...   

3iin. 

Tail-spread    ... 

6in. 

8fin. 

Weight   

211b. 

16JIb. 

— Yours  truly. 

A.  WOBSLEY. 

Isle  worth. 

A  GOOD  FISHING  HAT  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  "Wrentail,"  Ballymena, 
whose  letter  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  5,  I 
have  confidence  in  recommending  Malcom's  "Any- 
weather  "  Hat.  I  find  mine  comfortable,  and  quite 
as  useful  in  sunny  weather  as  a  shade  for  the  eyes 
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and  protection  for  the  back  of  the  neck  as  it  is  in 
rainy  and  squally  weather.  It  is  lined  with  what 
I  believe  to  be  Italian  cloth,  and  is  fitted  with  an 
elastic  to  prevent  blowing  off.  It  is  made  of  water- 
proofed cloth,  and  will  fold  like  a  Panama,  or,  in  fact, 
in  anyway  required.  I  find  an  advertisement  for 
it  in  the  same  issue  a?  his  letter.  (The  advertise- 
ment referred  to  is  Malcom  and  Co.,  3,  Green-street, 
Leicester-square,  W.C.) — Yours  faithfully, 

r.  H.  Adams. 


A  SINGULAR  SIGHT. 

DE.4.R  Sir, — A  most  unusual  and  singular  sight 
was  witnessed  by  sea-anglers  on  Southwold  Pier  on 
November  24.  The  writer  was  fishing  at  the  end 
of  the  pier,  and  noticed  swimming  under  and 
round  the  head  a  species  of  sea-fowl,  which  proved 
to  be  a  willock,  or  "  foolish  guillemot,"  the  latter 
designation  being,  as  it  turned  out,  a  by  no  means 
inappropriate  one.  The  bird  appeared  to  be  not 
only  extremely  tame,  but  of  an  exti'aordinary  pugi- 
listic turn  of  mind.  He  commenced  by  first  attack- 
ing the  fishing-line  itself,  but  the  catch  of  a  whiting, 
as  it  appeared  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  seemed  to 
goad  him  to  positive  fury.  The  way  he  tackled  that 
unfortunate  whiting  with  his  beak  was  extraordi- 
nary. Like  a  game  bantam,  with  outstretched 
neck  and  wings  spread,  he  went  at  him  pecking  him 
at  all  points,  and  finally  got  on  to  its  body,  pressing 
him  under  the  water  and  diving  after  it  until  at  last 
he  got  the  whiting  off  the  hook,  on  which  he  then 
himself  got  caught.  With  some  effort  he  released 
himself  from  his  uncomfortable  position,  only,  how- 
ever, to  renew  the  attack  on  a  second  and  third 
whiting  as  each  was  brought  to  the  surface  of  the 
water.  It  turned  out  that  the  bird  liad  earlier  in  the 
afternoon  been  actually  hooked  lower  down  the 
pier,  upon  which  he  had  been  "  reeled  in,"  released, 
and  put  back  into  the  water.  It  would  have  been 
thought  that  upon  the  principle  of  experientia  docet, 
or  "  once  bitten  twice  shy,"  he  would  have  hesitited 
before  again  placing  his  neck,  if  not  very  existence, 
in  jeopardy.  But  fishing-lines  and  live  whiting 
were  to  him  like  a  red  flag  to  a  bull — fight  must,  and 
fight  he  did,  much  to  the  astonishment  and  amuse- 
ment of  all  sea-anglers  who  temporarily  relinquished 
their  rods  for  sport  of  quite  another  kind.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  know  if  your  readers  have  ever  had 
experience  of  anj'thing  of  a  similar  nature. — Yours 
truly,  Leonard  B.  Wbightson,  B.S.A.S. 

P.S. — The  bird  refused  bait  thrown  him  from  the 
pier — sprats,  herring,  maikerel,  etc. — so  was  not 
hungry. 

SOME  NOTES  TAKEN  FROM  FISHING 
GAZETTE  CHRISTMAS  NUMBER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  notice,  p.  375,  of  the  two 
old  prints,  "  Home  Brewed  "  and  "  XX,"  you  ask, 
"  What  does  '  wimplin'  worm  '  really  mean  ?  " 
And  you  immediately  answer  your  own  question 
in  a  hesitating  way,  as  becometh  one  who  is  not  a 
"  Parritch  fed,"  born  and  bred,  Scot.  Burns,  in 
hi?  poem,  "  Scotch  Drink,"  ends  verse  first  thus  : 

"  I  sing  the  juice  Scotch  bear  can  mak'  us 
In  glass  or  jug." 

Bear  is  the  old  Scottish  word  for  barley,  from 
■which  whisky  is  distilled  and  beer  is  brewed,  and 
so  he  names  a  glass  for  the  former  and  a  jug  for  the 
latter. 

You  were  quite  right  in  your  surmise  that 
"  wimplin'  worm  "  meant  the  distillery  worm, 
with'  which,  as  an  exciseman,  he  was  naturally 
familiar. 

"  Salmon  Fishing  in  1813." 

Then  again,  on  page  380,  you  have  a  short  notice 
of  the  print,  the  correct  title  of  which  is  "  Salmon 
Fishing  in  Aberdeenshire  (1813)."  Can  no  one. 
recognise  the  scene  ?  It  would  add  interest  to  the 
print  itself.  My  first  salmon  rod,  purchased  from 
worthy  Mrs.  Hogg,  of  Prince's-street,  Edinburafh, 
somewhere  about  the  year  1858,  had  a  butt  so  thick 
that  it  was  like  "  a  good  specimen  of  timber,"  as 
Dr.  Johnson  said  hu  walking  stick  was  considered 
by  the  natives  of  the  Hebrides. 

There  are  only  two  possible  explanations  as  to 
these  wading  stockings  which  look  as  if  they  came 
from  some  modern  india  rubber  depot  :  First,  that 
they  are  sea-boots  made  of  leather.  But  the 
second  is,  to  my  mind,  the  more  likely  of  the  two 
suggestions — namely,  that  they  are  long  woollen 
stockings.  Fishermen  on  our  coast  still  use  these 
long  thigh  stockings  (in  cold  weather)  under  their 
sea-boots.  When  men  waded  (as  I  lised  to  do  at 
one  time)  without  waterproof  waders,  they  realised 
that  two  pairs  of  heavy  socks  and  heavy  flannel 
drawers,  added  to  thick  tweed  trousers,  were  a 
great  comfort  and  protection.  I  fancy  that  the  old 
fisherman  depicted  has  had  a  pair  of  extra  long 
and  thick  stockings  knitted  by  his  "  gude  wife," 


which  were  pulled  over  the  trousers  before  the 
nailed  boots  were  laced  on. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M,  Tod. 

RAINBOWS  SPAWNING  IN  A  WILD  STATE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  note  at  head  of  my 
letter  j'ecording  rainbows  spawning  in  November, 
I  have  had  very  little  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
whether  our  rainbows  increase  in  a  wild  state  ;  but 
a  gentleman  in  this  neighbourhood  put  250  yearlings 
into  a  pond  near  his  house  three  years  ago.  He 
tells  me  they  have  spawned  in  the  stream  feeding  the 
pond,  and  that  the  pond  now  contains  a  number  of 
apparently  yearling  and  two-year-old  fish.  Since 
writing  to  you  on  Dec.  2  I  have  obtained  over 
100,000  eggs  from  my  rainbows. — Yours  truly, 

Innishannon,  co.  Cork.  F.  C.  Stenning. 

P.S. — I  have  heard  from  the  gentleman  referred 
to  that  his  rainbows  were  spawning  about  the  third 
week  in  November  of  this  year. 

IJNES  KINKING— GUARD  RINGS  v.  SNAKE 
RINGS. 

Dear  Marston, — Snake  rings  not  only  make 
kinks  and  twists  in  the  running  line,  but  are  excellent 
devices  for  causing  breakages  when  fishing  in  frosty 
weather.  Then  very  frequently  lines  are  more  or 
less  coated  with  ice,  which  sticks — that  is,  jams — 
in  the  corners  of  the  snake  rings.  Such  accidents 
have  occasioned  the  loss  of  many  a  good-sized  pike 
and  perch,  while  anglers  have  been  spinning,  snap- 
fishing,  or  paternostering,  in  consequence  of  the 
line  not  running  freely  but  catching  in  the  rings 
and  breaking,  thus  causing  loss  of  tackle,  temper, 
and  fish.  For  more  than  twenty-five  years  I  have 
used  none  other  than  guard  rings,,  and  have  hardly 


the  first  month  of  our  season.  I  am  sending  it  to 
you  thinking  you  would  like  to  have  it  and  exhibit 
it  as  having  landed  100  New  Zealand  brown  trout, 
sizes  from  ^Ib.  to  4|lb.,  average  weight  l^lb. 

"  Enclosed  you  will  find  the  dates,  number  of  fish 
caught,  and  name  of  the  stream.  I  can  vouch  for 
these  facts  as  correct.  We  are  having  a  good  season, 
good  sales,  and  good  catches.  Hoping  you  will  be 
pleased  with  the  cast." 

[The  gut  cast  (a  No.  1)  is,  of  course,  a  bit  frayed, 
but  it  is  still  quite  strong,  and  deserves  to  be  framed  ; 
it  speaks  well  for  the  skill  of  the  angler,  Mr.  W.  R. 
Twigg,  who  killed  on  this  fine  gut  100  trout,  averag- 
ing Hlb.,  including  fish  over  41b.  I  thought 
it  must  be  in  lake-fishing  where  there  were  no  ob- 
structions, but  I  see  from  the  memorandum  that  the 
fish  were  caught  in  streams  with  these  native  names 
— Arratuna,  Otakeho,  Mangarrhero,  Mangatoki,  and 
Waingongoro.  As  regards  the  new  hooks  for  sea- 
fishing  which  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  &  Sons  send  1 
should  think  they  would  be  much  appreciated,  as  the 
sharp  point  brazed  to  the  shank  will  hold  the  bait 
upon  the  shank,  and  it  can  be  applied  to  all  kinds 
of  bait  hooks,  eyed,  and  with  the  flat  end,  as  used 
in  sea-fishing,  or  with  ordinary  shank.  A  good  many 
years  ago  I  invented  a  hook  called  the  sliced  hook, 
in  which  a  sort  of  barb  was  made  to  hold  the  bait 
up  by  making  a  very  shallow  cut  in  the  shank  and 
raising  the  bit  of  metal — just  as  the  barb  is  made, 
in  fact.  I  found  it  answer  very  well,  but  certainly 
Messrs.  Bartleet's  spike  is  bigger  and  stronger  and 
better.  I  sviggest  they  call  it  the  "  Spica  "  hook, 
after  the  first  magnitude  star  in  the  constellation 
Virgo — no  one  can  fail  to  "  see  the  point." — Ed.] 


FLY-FISHING  FOR  DACE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  where  I  can  get  some  good  dace  fishing  vnth  the 
fly — I  am  only  a  beginner — the  nearer  London  the 
better.  I  have  been  told  Biggleswade  is  a  good 
place  ;  any  information  will  be  gratefully  received 
by  yours  truly,  C.  H.  Evans. 

ROACH  AND  ROACH  FISHING. 


ever  known  the  loss  of  a  fish  after  hooking  it.  The 
rings  on  my  pike-rods  are  all  of  uniform  size  from 
butt  to  top  joint,  and  of  half  an  inch  inside  diameter. 
The  line  cannot  easily  coil  or  foul  round  the  rings, 
and  accidental  tangles  pass  easily  through  them,  so 
that  a  running  fish  is  not  checked  and  the  line  is  not 
broken.  I  have  sent  you  a  sample  ring,  which  same 
pattern  of  guard  ring  I  gave  to  Messrs.  Farlow  &  Co. 
many  years  ago.  If  made  in  thinner  wire  and  a 
quarter-inch  diameter,  they  do  exceedingly  well 
for  trout  rods.  An  excellent  lure  would  be  a  bait 
made  to  spin  in  such  a  way  as  to  entirely  prevent 
kinks  or  twists  occurring  in  the  line.  Such  a  bait 
I  am  now  experimenting  on,  and  will  show  it  to 
you  when  I  have  it  quite  perfect. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jabihne. 
[It  will  be  seen  from  the  sketch  I  have  had  made 
that  the  excellent  rod  ring  or  guide  which  Mr. 
Jardine  always  uses  is  made  by  putting  two  turns 
in  the  wire  (instead  of  one,  as  in  the  ordinary  snake 
ring),  and  the  resultirig  ring  is  at  right  angles  with 
the  joint.  It  is  very  strong  and  simple,  and 
although  old-fashioned,  is  not  easily  beaten. — Ed.] 


A  GOOD  CAST— MESSRS.  BARTLEET'S  NEW 
"  SPICA  "  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Herewith  we  are  enclosing  you  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  one  of  our  customers  in 
New  Zealand,  which  will  doubtless  be  of  consider- 
able interest  to  you,  and  also  to  your  readers  should 
you  be  able  to  find  room  for  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
At  the  same  time  we  are  sending  the  casting-line 
referred  to  by  our  correspondent,  which  you  will  find 
is  still  capable  of  use  although  naturally  badly 
frayed. 

We  also  take  the  opportunity  of  enclosing  two  or 
three  samples  of  a  new  hook  for  sea-fishing  which 
we  have  patented,  and  which  has  already  been  found 
of  great  utility  by  experienced  anglers.  The  trouble 
with  this  class  of  fishing  has  always  been  a  liability 
to  loss  of  baits  from  various  causes,  and  the  sharp 
point  which  we  have  brazed  on  to  the  shank  holds 
the  bait  in  position,  and  at  the  same  time  adds 
greatly  to  its  durability.  We  intend  shortly  to 
place  these  patent  hooks  upon  the  market,  and  are 
sending  these  samples  for  your  inspection  in  the 
meantime. — Yours  truly. 

Per  pro.  Wm.  Bartleet  &  Sons, 

Harold  S.  Bartleet. 

P.S. — We  enclose  original  memcsrandum  of 
weights  of  fish  and  where  caught.  Kindly  return 
this  with  the  cast. 

Copy  op  a.  Letter  from  New  Zealand. 

"Enclosed  please  find  o^ne  of  your  4x  Archev 
casts  supplied  to  me  this  season.  Mr.  W.  R.  Twigg, 
of  this  town,  has  caught  100  fish  on  this  cast  during 


Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  Dec.  19  "  J.  H.  R.  B." 
says  that  my  attempt  to  accuse  him  of  being  contra- 
dictory savours  somewhat  of  "  Satan  reproving  sin." 
Since  his  extraordinary  letter  of  Nov.  7  no  fewer 
than  six  Satans — I  mean  gentlemen — to  my  certain 
knowledge  have  been,  to  put  it  mildly,  reproving 
"  J.  H.  R.  B."  for  his  sins.  I  do  not  wonder  at  it. 
On  Dec.  5  he  says  : — "  I  do  not  suppose  that  a 
single  Yorkshire  angler  will  be  converted  to  his 
fossilised  notions."  On  Dec.  12,  to  this  remark,  I 
replied  :  "  I  never  saw  one,  so  cannot  say." 

This  reply  on  Dec.  12  refers  to  what  he  said  on 
Dec.  5,  an  d  not  to  what  I  said  on  Nov.  28,  and  which 
he  says  I  contradicted  in  the  Christmas  Number 
(Dec.  12).  He  is  a  little  further  gone  than  what  I 
thought  him.  I  stick  to  what  I  said  on  Nov.  28, 
over  which  he  made  himself  so  superlatively  ridi- 
culous on  a  former  occasion.  Whether  "J.  H.  R.  B." 
has  seen  hundreds  of  Yorkshire  anglers  fishing  83 
described  or  not,  I  repeat,  I  have  never  seen  a  single 
Yorkshire  angler  converted  to  a  fossilised  notion, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  and  trust  I  never  shall. 

On  Dec.  19  we  hear  no  more  about  his  fossilised 
notions,  but  to  wriggle  out  of  a  great  difficulty  he 
coolly  substitutes  what  I  said  on  Nov.  28,  and  which 
had  no  more  to  do  with  what  he  makes  me  say  in 
the  Christmas  Number  about  it  than  the  man  in  th§ 
moon.  "  You  cannot  get  any  reason  out  of  him.'' 
He  says  (Dec.  19).  "  I  certainly  said.  It  may  be  pos- 
sible to  catch  a  chub  21b.  weight  on  a  tight  line,  stiff 
pole,  and  hair."  You  certainly  did,  and  you  most 
certainly  said,  "  It  may  be  possible  to  kill  chub  up 
to  a  couple  of  pounds  on  hair  or  fine  gut."  This  is 
what  he  took  exception  to  in  the  first  instance  so  far 
back  as  Nov.  7,  page  298.  On  Dec.  5,  page  361, 
after  he  had  been  told  that  it  was  not  all  bosh 
catching  21b.  trout  on  a  Lea  roach-pole,  he  altered 
his  opinion,  and  took  exception  to  catching  chub 
and  trout,  etc.,  with  hair.  In  short,  he  is  without 
exception  the  most  imreasonable  and  inconsistent 
angler  I  have  ever  heard  of. — Yours  truly, 

  F.  M. 

FISHING  NEAR  MONMOUT^. 

Dear  Sir,— If  Mr.  T.  T.  Barton  will  wTite  to 
George  Morgan,  boatman,  Granville-street,  Mon- 
mouth, he  will  learn  all  there  is  worth  knowing  about 
pike  fishing  at  Monmouth.  I  believe  Morgan  gene- 
rally stocks  live  bait,  but,  if  not,  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost, 
of  Victoria-street,  Bristol,  who  I  happen  to  know- 
has  a  good  stock  just  now,  will  soon  send  some  over 
to  Monmouth.  The  best  bait  in  the  Wye  at  this 
time  of  the  year  is  a  small  herring  on  a  spinner. — 
Yours  truly,  Max  A.  Wright, 

P.S. — Let  your  correspondent  bring  stout  tackle, 
as  several  fish  of  201b.  and  over  have  been  taken 
between  Monmouth  and  Symond's  Yat  this  3'ear. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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TWOPENCE 

WITH  SUPPLEMENT. 


Most  suitable 
Day  and  Night 
wear  for 
Sportsmen  and 
Travellers. 


'Viyella  .Shirts 


Economical 
because 
Durable. 


From  leading  Drapers  and  Outfitters,  or  name  of  nearest  sent  on  application  to  'VIYELLA'  (F.Q.),  Friday  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Dr.  J.  COLLIS  BROWNE'S 

GHLORODYNE 

Invaluable  for 

Coughs,  Colds,  Bronchitis, 
Asthma,  Neuralgia, 

AND    ALL    KINDRED  AILMENTS. 


This  old  and  tried  remedy  has  stood  the  test 
of  two  generations. 

REFUSE  to  be  put  off  with  a  SUBSTITUTE. 

The  Original  can  be  had  of  all  Chemists 
ii  you  let  it  be  seen  that  you  are  not  weak 
enough  to  accept  an  imitation. 

COLLIS  BROWNE 

IS  THE  NAME; 

l/U,  2/9,  4/6,  the  Prices. 


No    Breakfast  Table 
complete  without 


GRATEFUL-COMFORTING. 


The  most  Nutritious 
and  Economical. 


SEA 
RODS&TAGKLE 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 


Sea  Kods,  Universal  Winch  Fittings, 
eto.,  from  3s.  6cl.  Sea  Twisted  Gut 
Paternosters,  3  Booms,  lOd.  each. 


J.  GILLETT, 

FISHING    ROD   AND  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER, 

40,   FETTER  LANE, 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
137,    Srr.    JOHN    S'TREET  JRGRJ>^ 

Factory :  1.  2.  and  3.  ROSEBERY  AVENUE  ;  Timbep  Stores:  Penton villa  ; 

Te  ephone  :  1129  Central.  LONDON,  E.C.      Telegrams  :  "FlSHSIG,  LONDOK." 

THE  BEST  PIKE  ROD  ON  THE  MARKET. 

THE  "SIRDAR." 

Cane  butt  and  joiut,  with  two  greenheart  tops — one  spinning,  one  live  baiting. 
Pitted  with  double  cork  handle,  and  Universal  winch  fittings,  double  German 
silver  brazings,  revolving  butt  ring,  revolving  top  loops,  cork  stoppers,  and  patent 
pneumatic  button.    Built  in  three  sizes  : 

No.  1,  LIGHT,  10  ft.       No^  2,  MEDIUM,  11  ft.        No.  3,  STRONG,  11J  ft. 

Pi?ice     -     -  23s. 

SEND  FOR  NEW  ILLUSTRATED    CATALOGUE,   POST  FREE. 


BUMSTED'Si^SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QVEEN  VICTORIA. 


TeJeiihone,  '4001. 


Telegrrt  ms—"  JPISCA  TOIL  " 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

19,  NEW  STATION  STREET,  LEEDS, 

Thanks  his  numerous  customers  for  their  past  favours,  and  awaits  their  further 
commands.    Wishing  one  and  all  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 


REPAIRS.   Now  is  the  time  to  send  your  Rods,  Reels,  and 
Waterproofs  to  be  overhauled  before  the  busy  season  commences. 

Suitable  Christmas  Presents, 

THE  "  JARDINE"  PIKE  ROD,  an  exact  copy  of 

]Mr.  Jardine's  rod,  two  tops,  hollow  butt  .  23/- 
THE  "YOREDALE"  PIKE  ROD  .  .  12/6 
THE  "SWALEDALE"  ROACH  ROD,  balanced 

handle,  hollow  butt  to  hold  top,  wonderful 

value,  lOh  feet,  11  feet  10/6 

THE  WHARFEDALE  FLY  BOOK  contains 

the  names  of  48  killing  patterns  of  Flies,  4 

cast  pockets,  2  felt  leaves,  strong  leather 

pockets  at  each  end  of  book  ,     .    .  12/6 

The  above  fitted  with  J-doz.  each  Flies,  30/- 
THE  "LADD"  POCKET  FLY  BOOK  .  5/- 
JACKSON'S  PRACTICAL  FLY  FISHER  for 

Trout  &  Grayling.  Hand-coloured  plates  giving 

natural  flies  and  imitations  (pest  free)  .  7,  6 
Secure  copy  of  "  Grayling  and  How  to  Catch 

Them "  (post  free)      .    .    .    .    .  .2/6 

All  the  latest  impi-ovements  in  Pike  Tackle, Re  els, <&  Rods. 
"JARDINE"  and  "PENNELL"  SNAPS.  Best 

gimp   3/-  dozen 

LIVE  BAIT  TRACES,  with  Swivels  and  Leads. 

4d.  and  7d.  each 
SPINNING  TRACES,  with  Swivels  and  Leads     .    .    .    6d.,  9d.. 
PIKE  SPOONS  2J  in.,  8d. ;  2i 

Largest  Stock  in  the  kingdom  of  high-class  up-to-date  Fishing 
See  Catalogue  {post  free). 


and  1/- 
in.,  lOd. 
Tackle. 


each 
each 


FISHING  RODS,  &C. 

G.WOOD&CO., 

117,  Pinstone  St.,  Sheffield. 

Tackle  suitable  for  the  Rivers 
in  the  North  of  England. 


PIKE  RODS, 
REELS,  &  LINES 

All  the  Latest  Novelties 
Kept  in  Stock. 

BEST  ARTICLES  AT  MODERATE  PRICES. 


CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


i,  PARK  SIDE, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER. 

Work*- CLAPHAM  JUNCTION. 

Telephone— No.  4849  GERRARD. 


A  USEFUL 


PRESENT 

The  "  On  Sight  " 
Eyed  Fly  and  Cast  Box. 


Complete,  with  Gut  Cutters,  Pliers, 
and  Cast  Damper,  post  free,  12/6. 


TBE  FISBINO   GAZETTE,   liECEMBEK  U6,  1903 


C.  Little  &  Co. 

First-class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

PIKE  RODS,  REELS,  &  LINES, 

THE  NEW  COLLAPSING  GROUND  BAIT  CAN, 

RODS  &  TACKLE  FOR  SEA  FISHING, 

Little's  East  India  Cane  Pike  Rods. 


3  DC 


^ — 


18/6,   2X/-,   2S/-  &.  30/-. 


T3 

33  C 

m  n 


SEA  TACKLE  A  SF^ECIAMTY 


LITTLE'S  CELEBRATED  BAR  SPOON  WILL  KILL  FISH  WHEN 
OTHER  BAITS  ARE  USELESS. 

Estimates  given  for  Complete  Outfits, 

CATALOGUE  POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 

63.  HAYMARKET,  LONDON.  S.W. 


Fuice  2s.  6d.  Met. 

SECOND  EDITION  NEARLY  READY. 

Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams 

By  H.  A.  ROLT, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Piscatorial  Society,  Contributor  to  the  "Field," 
"  Fishing  Gazette,"  &c. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPARATUS,  MOLLUSCA,  CRUSTACEANS,  WATER  PLANTS, 
FISH  MEAL,  BISCUITS,  &C. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.    SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  information  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY   COMPANY,  LIMITED,  DUMFRIES. 

HARRr  SJPRECKLET,  JUanager. 

BEST  BOOK  ON  FISH  OUIiTTTBB  ever  published :  "  An  Aholer's  Paradisb  and 

HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  12/10  post  free.   "Handy  Guide  to  Fish  Culture."  1/2  p^t  free". 
1,000  Eyed  Ova  and  well-made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  11/6  ;  or  500  and  Tank,  7/6. 


IRELAND. 


Gentlemen  going  on  Pishing  Tours  In  thli 
country  should  write  to  us  for  inform»tion 
as  to  suitable  Tackle.  We  have  all  iht 
Best  Killing  Flies  for  Brown  Trout,  Bm 
Every  requisite  for  angling.  Illustrated  Price  List  (100 
pages)  post  free  on  application. 

JOSEPH  BRADDELL  &  SON, 

Established  1811.  21,  Castle  Place,  BESX^ABX. 


Trout,  and  Salmon. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


London  : 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Diinstaii's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


DONT  COUCH  jor 
KEATINC'S  LOZENGES 
EASILY  CURE 
THE  WORST  COUCH. 

One  gives  relief.    An  increasing 
sale  of  over  80  years  is  a  certain 
test  of  their  value.   Sold  In  13id. 
tins  everywhere. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY 

(PETER  ORMROD,  PISCICULTURIST). 
TROUT!    TROUT !    TROUT  I 

Plaices  Reduced 

FOR  BROWN  TROUT,  RJIINBOW  TROUT,  and  LOCH  LEYEH  TROUT. 

Apply  early  and  secure  the  best  fish  obtainable  in  the  Kingdom. 

WYRESDALE  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Umlted, 
SCORTOU,  Oa,ysta,Mg,  LANCASHIRE 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 


Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


THE 


ROLT"  PIKE 

An  Exact  Copy  of  Mr.  H.  Garnett  Rolfs  Favourite  Pike  Rod. 


ROD. 


DIMENSIONS. 

Length  with  Long  top 
for  ordinary  work,  11  feet. 

Length  with  Short  Top 
for  heavy  work,  10  feet 
2  inches. 

Length  with  Extra  Short 
Top  for  extra  heavy  work, 
8  feet  3  inches. 

Total  Weight  of  Rod  with 
Large  Top,  25  ozs. 


DESCRIPTION. 


In  3  Joints,  with  8  Tops 
Specially  picked  and 
selected  East  India  Cane 
Tops, with  selected  Green- 
heart  Tips. 

REVOLVING  RINGS— 
All  uniform  size,  made 
of  special  porcelain. 

FERRULES  —  Double 
brazed,    serrated,  extra 
strong. 

GRIP  —  Double  handed 
Solid  Cork  Handle,  Uni- 
versal Winch  Fittings, 
and  large  Rubber  Button. 


ad 


THIS  ILLUSTBATION  DOES  NOT  SHOW  THE  EXTRA  SHOBT  TOP. 

Price  Complete,  in  Division  Bag,  £2  12s.  6d. 


LETTER  FR03I  3II{.  BOLT. 

Brove^aTinSlTtThlP         -T'-  i''''*"?''  "'"^  ^he  rod,  to  any  pike  fisher,  should 

piove  an  niesistible  bait;  it  is  nearly  twice  as  powerful  as  tlie  oidinarv  Dike  ind  nnrl  wt  >« 

f?wTK~"°^r  V'^  ,T'  °'  ^^'^  Order.^^I  feel  suie  tl  at      "  kl   sher  u  au    ho  sees 

It  will  be  content  till  he  possesses  one.   The  workmanship  is  Al.  ■-YouiAnily, 

H.   GARNETT  ROLT. 


Another  Gentleman  says . 


"  I  have  tiled  the  '  Rolt '  Pike  Rod  to-day.  I  can  only  say  it  is  the  niost  perfect  one  I  have 
ever  used.  I  have  several  built  hy  .  .  .  and  .  .  .  which  cost  more  money  ;  but  none  will  etiual 
the  above.  With  the  '  Rolf  Rod  I  number  thirty-two  ;  among  them  are  thirteen  pike  rods  ■  so 
1  am  speaking  from  experience."— T.C.  ' 


W.  J.  CUMMINS,  North  of  England  Rod  Works,  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 


( 


I 


December  26,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


THE 
THE 
THE 
THE 
THE 


MOST 
MOST 
MOST 
MOST 
MOST 


UP-TO-DATE 
UP-TO-DATE 
UP-TO-DATE 
UP-TO-DATE 
UP-TO-DATE 


RODS,    For  Salmon,  Trout,  Grayling,  Roach,  and  Pike. 
REELiSj    For  Dry  Fly,  Spinning,  and  Combination  Reels,  with  drag. 
LtlNES,    Acme,  Tapered,  and  Level,  with  and  without  metal  core. 
P  Li  I  ESf    That  have  killed  on  the  clearest  waters  when  all  others  fail. 

FLOATS,  SPINNERS,  BAITS,  &c.,  ^C. 


See  Foster's  Catalogue,  Free  to  any  Address. 

Hundreds  of  Illustrations,  and  hundreds  of  testimonials  from  habitual  users  of  our  world-renowned  specialities,  from  the  leading  living  authorities, 
including  Messrs.  Senior,  Editor  of  the  Field,  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  C.  Pennell,  Gedney,  Pritt,  Kelson,  etc.,  downwards. 

Foster's  Leading  Speciality  is  the  Steel  Bihhed^'  Challenge  Brand 
Bod,  which  is  the  Lightest,  Strongest,  and  Stiffest  Bod  yet  built. 

Customers'  own  Rods  (old  or  new)  can  be  Steel  Ribbed,  and  thus  stiffened  and  strengthened  at  a  cost  of  5/9  for  Rods  under  12  ft.,  with  one 
top  ;  Rods  over  12  ft.,  3/6  extra  ;  and  feach  additional  top,  1  /9  extra.  Send  us  your  Rod,  and  we  will  astonish  you  with  the  immense  improve- 
ment in  its  casting  and  killing  powers  that  "  Steel  Ribbing  "  will  make.  The  strength,  casting,  and  killing  power  of  the  rod  is  doubled  when  steel- 
ribbed,  as  has  been  proved  by  engineer's  tests.    The  increase  of  weight  is  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  ounce.    Address — 

FOSTER  BROS.,  "vI^k^  ASHBOURNE,  DERBYSHIRE. 


ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  <&c. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  smind  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frenshai  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  1\  miles, 
well  stocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds. 

Celebrated  for  fine  Pike,  now  in  Full  Season  until 
end  of  February. 
LIVE  BAIT  STOCKED. 
About  1,000  acres  of  Good  Mixed  Shooting  also 
available. 
Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

GOOD  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET  FOR  THE  SEASON. 

ALSO  GOOD  SHOOTINQ  TO  LET  BY  THE  DAY  OR  WEEK. 

RAILWAY  HOTFI 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Tront, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Lougha 
Mask  and  Carra.   The  lakes  are  only  li  mllei 
distant  from  Hotel.   The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  f acUity  to  tourliti.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Temu 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TANNER8,  Proprietor. 

Terms,  5s.  a  Day  per  Gun. 

SSodevn  Hotels      Beauliifixl  Gx^oiunds. 

WEST  OF  IRELAND. 

Cheap  Winter  Quarters.    45,000  acres  of 
excellent  Snipe    and    Cock  Shooting, 
with  Wild  Fowl,  Duck,  Geese,  Plover, 
and  Wood  Pigeon.    Also  Pike  Fishing, 
the  best  iu  Ireland — Loughs  Corrib  and 
Mask  convenient  to  Hotel. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

Clonbur,  Ireland. 

A  Few  Rooms  still  dlsengagred 
for  Christmas  Holiday. 

EARLY  APPLICATION  IS  SUGGESTED. 

EN  FENS  ION  TEB3IS  10s.  6d.  A  DAT. 

Post  and  Telegraph :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy."                    Station  :  Llanfyllin. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.   Tariff  on  applicktion. 

CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hastings, 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.   Special  week  or  week-end  terms. 

ST.  NEOTS. 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Ouse. 

THE 

maian  Sponina  Clmes. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CrRCTOLATBS  THROUOHOITT  INDIA,  CKTION, 
BUKMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 
The  Only  Illnatrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East, 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sjxjrting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  Ife.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  5d. ,  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  op  Ihdia  Press. 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLKHT  STREET,  Hf. 

Telegrams :  Gbitfiths,  Frbnsham  Ponb^.Chitrt. 
G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

Good  Winter  Fishing :  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Chub.     Every    Accommodation     for  visiting 
Anglers.     Illustrated  Booklet  and  Tariff  on 
application. — Fred.  Beeson,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Sendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.     350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.    Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.   Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Skks  of  Fish  : 
Pike,  18  Inch.              Bream,  10  Inch. 
Chub,  7  inch.         1      Dace,  6  inch. 
Kudd,  6  inch.               Perch,  8  inch.' 
Tench,  8  inch.        i      Gudgeon,  i  Inch. 

Fisheries  Now  Open. 
Season  Ticket,  £1  Is.,  now  ready. 

ORKNEY. 

Headquarters    of    Hastings    and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Society  ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
'Buses   meet    all   trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,    Motor    and    Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel. — Apply, 

H.  BOYCB. 

Mackay's  Stronmess  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackat,  Proprietor, 

Late  Mason's  Arms  Hotel. 
Teleg^raphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 

FE  IL<rXSTOWE . 

SELECT    BOARD  RESIDENCE, 

Hazeldine,  Cobbold  Road. 

First-class  modem  residence.  Central. 
South  aspect.     'Within  5  minutes  of  Sea 
Clifi.Ranelagh  Gardens.and  New  Station. 

Proprietress — Miss  MARKIN. 

HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.   First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.    Particulars  from  'WiLLlAll 
DONALDSON,  Manager. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).   Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8».  Bd.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.   Scores  of  big  llsh  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.   The  largest  Pike  scaling  221  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W  VICKERT,  Proprietor. 

JS'OW  SEADT. 
Royal  8vo.,  sewed,  interleaved  with  ruled  paper. 
Price  ONE  SHILLING  net. 

A   LIST   OF  BOOKS 

RELATING  TO 

FISH,  FISHING,  AND  FISHERIES, 

TO  SnPPLEMENT  THE 

BIBLIOTHEGA  PISGATORIA 

OF 

T.  WESTWOOD  and  T.  SATCHELL. 

PUBLISHED  IN  1883. 

Tliis  List  includes   Works  published 
between  1883  and  1900,  and  some  older 
Books  not  mentioned  in  the  "  Biblio- 
theca  Piseatoria." 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW  MARjrJS     CO..  Ltd 

Good  Grayling  Fishing  FREE 

ON  THE  RIVER  TILL. 
Apply,  Mrs.  HETHERINGTON, 

Black  Bull  and  Red  Lion, 
WOOLER,  NORTHUMBERLAND 

Fox  Hunting,  Golfing,  and  Billiards. 
Every  accommodation.  Splendid  health 
resort.   Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon    in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.    6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.    The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 

Established  1837. 

NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Xumbers  of 
Magazines,  <fec.    Every  number  of  "THE  Pub- 
lishers' Circular  ash  Booksellers'  Record'' 
(published  every  Friday,  price  l^rf.)  contains 
nlvertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.    A  prospectus, 
giving  patticulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the   Publishers'   Circular,  St. 
Bunstan's  House,  FetterLane,  London,  E.C. 

u 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  CRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

{Close  to  HOLBORN),  LONDON,  W.C. 

USEFUL  PRESENTS. 


BEST  SPLIT  CANE  FLY  RODS. '  10  feet,  2Tops,  Cork  Giasp,  Universal  Winch  Fittings, 
Division  '  Fitted,  Double  Brazed,  Snake  Rings,  Spear  and 

^^^^  ^^^^  "  feet,  2' ToprCork  Grasp,  Universal "w inch. 

Fittnigs,  Snake  Emgs,  Revolving  Butt  Ring  and  Top  Loops,  Rubber  Button  and 
jJivisioQ  Jiag     ...  ,,, 

BEST  WHOLE  CANE  SEA  RODS.    2  Tops,  Swing  and  Half  Turn  Pulley  Loops,  Butt 
Pulley,  Cork  Grasp,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  Double  Brazed  . 

CENTRE  PIN,  OPTIONAL  CHECK  PIKE  REEL5  6/-.  7/-,  8/-.  11/6*  14/ 

SEA  REEL.    5  inch,  Brass  Lined,  Optional  Check,  Gun  Metal  Spindle    9/6 

SOLID  LEATHER  TACKLE  BOOKS  to  hold  Winder,  Hooks,  Lines,  &c.  ...  5/6,  8/6 
i^^i^!^^^  TACKLE  CASES,  to  hold  Spinning  Tackle,  Baits,  Hooks,  Traces,  &c.  3/3  & 3/6 
WATERPROOF  HAVERSACKS.    With  movable  Rubber  Lining     "      ...      in/R.  11/6.  12/6 

SALMON  FLY  BROOCHES    _  ' 

 CATALOGUES   GRATIS.    TERMS  CASH. 


42/- 

22/. 
20/- 


ANGLO-NORWEGIAN  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT:   Coi.  W.  BROMLEY •  DAVENPORT,  D.S.O.,  M.P. 

eve^hmfaff^?ttg'th1ir*tetet?^'a1!f"ril?^^    '''"^  """"^  "^'^^^  -"^-^e" 

Nomay  ISd  sweden^"*^'  ^^"""^  ^'^'^"S"  or  Sporting  Rights  of  lt«  members  In 

a  po^tion't^?Ser  pe^Ses^^^^^  Norwegian  Rivers,  the  Association  Is  In 

For  hirthrr  detail^  anri^^^  tekmg  Fighings  in  Norway  to  reliable  souices  of  Information, 

ior  lunner  details,  and  for  Lists  of  Fishings,  etc.,  to  be  let  by  members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec  , 

 Mr.  A.  VENABLES  KYRKE.  Chard,  Somerset. 

THE     SOWJL.EY  FISHERY, 

LYMINGTON,  HAMPSHIRE. 
SuppUes  all  breeds  of  TROUT  in  the  fry,  yearUng.  and 
two-year-old  stage. 
For  Priu  Litt  and  full  parOeulan  apply  to 

CHARLES  BRAUN,  Esq.,  The  Sowley  Fishery,  Lymlngton,  Hampshire. 


THE   CHESS  RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 

BROWN  TROUT  &1rAINB0W  TROUT. 

PURCHASE  YOUR  TROUT  FROM  A  CHALK-STREAM  FISHERY. 
For  Prices  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 


GASTLEGONNELL 

RODS. 

Greenheart  v.  All  other  Wood. 

Out  of  11  Events  at  the  last  Great 
International  Tournament,  T  First  Prizes, 
including 

"ALL  the  WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIPS  " 

for  Long  Distance  Casting,  were  Won 
with  "  CASTLECONNELL  "  RODS. 


Sole  Makers — 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  AND  SON, 

CASTLECONNELL,  IRELAND. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(Late  ADLINGTON  ft  HUTCHINSON.  EstabUshed  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  genuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS, 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY 

YEARLINGS  AND  TWO-YEA R-OLDS-S.  FARIO,  S.  IRIDENS,  S.  LEVENENSIS, 

Ready  fob  Immediate  Deliveby,  at  Modeeate  Pbices. 
YESARIi^IlSrGS    fjpom  dST   i>ex>  1000« 

For  Price  List  and  particulars,  apply  to 
THEO.   F.  TRACY,   EXEBRIDGE,  via  TIVERTON,  DEVON. 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 


Send  foi''  Price  List  of ,  ,  , 


THE  MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY 

ESTABLISHED  1886. 


Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  Perch,  etc. 

For  Price  List  (pamphlet),  with  Hints  on  Stocking,  apply— 

WALTER  BAILY,  The  Fishery,  Malvern  Wells,  Worcestershire. 

RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

len?trll*Jlu'^e"a^°us?at"an1;wrte^^  n.easurement.  not  by  average 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby- Lonsdale. 


The  Itchin  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment 

CHILLAND,   WINCHESTER,  HANTS, 

IS  now  Booking  Orders  for  the  supply  of  their  well-known  RIVER-BRED  TROUT 
or  ail  varieties.  -M-^iy^y^j. 

E.  vl^GoKfe^^Esq  P^*'^^"^  """^  laying-out  of  fisheries  Is  also  undertaken  by 

For  price  list  of  Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  Two-Year-Olds,  &o., 
 .    Apply— THE  MANAGER. 


TRENT  FIS£  CULTURE  CO.,  Ltd. 

TROUT. 

Special  lot  of  Eyed  Ova  for  Sale ;  also  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-  and  Three-year-olds 
Can  deliver  almost  immediately.  Price  List  will  be  sent  on  application  to  Manaqeb, 
Milton,  Burtoa-on-Tieat, 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEVENENSIS,  IRIDENS,  &C. 

to 

HOWIETOUN   FISHERY   CO.,   STIRLING,  N.B. 


The  Lord  Montagu's  Beaulieu  Fisheries. 


Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-Year-Old  for  restocking ;  also  Sea  Trout  Ova. 

For  Price  List  and  full  particulars,  apply  to  E.  Collins,  Manager,  Beaulieu 
Fisheries,  Beaulieu,  Brockenhurst,  Hants. 

Sub-Tropical  Vegetation.      Climate  milder  than  Nice— never  hot. 

GAGRY,  CAUCASUS. 

SALMON,  TROUT,  &  SEA  FISHING,  &  SHOOTING. 

350,000   JLCRBIS   OF  SHOOTIKTO. 

COMFORTABLE  HOTEL, 

12  hours  by  Steamer  from  Novorossysk,  11  hours  from  Batoum.    Qood  Anchoraee 

for  Yachts. 

For  Details,  write  to— 

Manager  of  Hotel,  QAQRV,  CAUCASUS. 


FOURTH   EDITION  NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Tbem. 

By  LIVINQ8TON  STONE.     Orowa  8to„  12s.  6d, 
London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunitan'i  Houie,  Fett  r  Une,  B.C 
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XMAS  PRESENTS 


FOR  THE  ANGLER  ! 


FISHING  STOCKINGS  &  TROUSERS, 
FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE 

(send  for  a  catalogue  for  prices), 

FLY  BOOKS  AND  CASES,  FISHING  BAGS  AND 
BASKETS,  DRAM  FLASKS,  POCKET  CUPS  AND 
HORNS,  LUNCHEON  AND  TEA  BASKETS,  SPORTS- 
MAN'S POCKET  KNIVES,  AND  MANY  OTHER  USEFUL, 
NECESSARY,  AND  APPROPRIATE  GIFTS. 


FOR  HIS  FAMILY!! 


A  LADY'S  WATERPROOF  CLOAK  OR  COAT. 

Many  beautiful  fabrics  and  pretty  designs. 
A  GIRL'S  SCHOOL  CLOAK  OR  CAPE, 
BOY'S  COAT,  SCHOOL  SATCHEL,  MUSIC 
CASE,  RUBBER  BOOTS  AND  LEGGINGS, 
FITTED  TOILET  AND  DRESSING  CASES 
HANDKERCHIEF  BAGS,  CHATELAINES, 
PURSES,  WRITING  PADS  AND  CASES, 
BLOTTERS,  POCKET  AND  CARD  CASES, 
LETTER  CASES. 

FOR  HIS  FRIENDS!!! 

Travelling  Bags,  Handbags,  Sporting  and  Kit  Bags. 
Wool  Plaid  Knee  Bugs,  7/(i,  8/6,  10/6,  12/6, 
to  30/-.  Holdalls,5/-  to  20/-.  Rubber  Hot  Water 
Bottles  or  Feet  Warmers,  6/6  and  S/6.  Game  Bags, 
Gun  Covers,  Cartridge  Pouches,  etc.  Golf  Clubs  and 
Irons,  4/6  and  5/6.  Club  Carriers  or  Caddies,  2/6, 
3/6,  4/6,  6/6.  Cricket  Bats,  always  acceptable  to 
Boys,' 6/6,  7/6,  8/6,^  10/6,  to  21/-;  vvell-seasoned  and  carefully  selected. 
Footballs,  our  noted  school  league,  5/6.    Best  value  in  the  Trade. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 


8  &  10,  Graing^er  Street, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


GRAYLING 
YEARLINGS 

From  4  In.  to  7  in.  long. 


READY  NOW. 

Apply  for  Prices  to — 

THE  CHESS  RIVER 
TROUT  FARM, 

CHORLEYWOOD,  HERTS. 
THE  HIT  OF  THE  SEASON!! 

TAYLOR'S  ORIGINAL 

"Always  Ready  for  Use" 
KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE 

Made  in  Three  Colours  :  Pink,  White,  and 
Yellow,  and  put  up  in  id.  fid.,  and  Is.  tins. 

TEST  ITS  MERITS 
YOURSELF 

by   sending   four    penny   stamps  for 
sample  tins  of  each  colour,  post  free. 


Direct  from  the  Maker : 

E.  S.  TAYLOR, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

1,  West  Bridge  Square,  LEICESTER. 


THE 


OAKENGLOUGH 
FISHERY, 

Garstang,  Lancashire 


We  are  already  heavily  sold  for  Brown  Trout 
for  next  season,  and  it  is  advisable  for  those 
who  wish  to  secure  our  "  Pure  Fario "  to 
book  early.  Much  loss  has  occurred  in  the 
past  through  buyers  turning  down  Levens,  or 
Brown  Trout  having  a  Leven  cross,  into  their 
rivers,  as  such  fish  almost  invariably  go  down. 

We  are  also  offering  two  varieties  of  Rain- 
bows, viz.,  Trinity  and  Shasta,  the  former 
grow  into  larger  fish,  but  are  not  quite  so 
brilliantly  marked  as  the  latter. 

We  have  a  grand  lot  of  Fontinalis,  which, 
for  enclosed  water  and  from  a  culinary  point, 
we  consider  are  hard  to  beat. 
Book  at  once  for  any  of  the  following  varieties : 

BROOK  FARIO,  LAKE  FARIO,  RAINBOWS 
(Shasta  or  Trinity),  LEVENS  &  FONTINALIS. 
Yearlings  or  Two-Year-Olds  in  each. 


FISHING  GAZETTE 

WANTED 

COPIES  OP  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  " 
for  February  19,  April  16,  and  July  23, 
1881.  6d.  each  will  be  given  for  copies 
of  above  by  The  Mahager,  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London,  E.G. 


EAST   INDIA  MOTTLED 
CANES. 

A  Special  Consignment  of  the  above,  very 
thin  in  Butt,  and  from  18  ft.  long,  perfect  natiu-al 
Rods,  in  one  piece  as  imported,  prices  1/6  to  2 /6 
each.  Very  fine  piclced,  price  3/6  each.  Makes 
the  best  and  lightest  of  Salmon  or  Sea  Rods,  &c. 

H.  WHITTY,15,BasnettSt.,LiYerpool. 


ROBERT  TURNBULL 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
10  &  12,  HANOVER  ST..  EDINBURCH. 

Awarded 

THE  GOLD   MEDAL,  Edinburgh 
Industrial   Exhibition,  1903. 


ANNUAL  SALE 

NOW  ON 

(E^nds  Decembei?  31). 

ORDER  NOW. 

20  per  cent.  Heduction. 

SEND   FOR  ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE  FREE. 


BEAUTIFUL  OIL  PAINTINGS 

of  the  RIVER   THAMES  and 
OTHER  RIVERS. 
By    «J.    TALBOT  ADAIVLS 

(Exhibitor  Royal  Academy), 

From  £1  Is. 

"  St.  Swithins,"  Manor  Park  Road,  Sutton,  Surrey. 

Telegrams—"  HEELS,  NEWARK." 

DAVID  SLATER, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Tackle  Mannfacturer, 

NEWARK  -  ON  -  TRENT. 


SLATER'S  CHAMPION  PIKE  RODS, 


made  of  best  selected  greenheart,  3  joints, 
double  brazed  and  beautifully  finished. 


2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings, 
10,  11,  or  12  feet  long,  price  20/-. 


SLATER'S 
CELEBRATED 

EBONITE 
PIKE  REELS. 


Fitted  with  optional 
check,  aluminium 
flange,  perforated 
front,  and  very  best 
finish, 


Peices. 


11/. 
12/. 
13/. 
14/. 
15/- 


SLATER'S  SPECIAL  PIKE  LINE. 

This  line  is  specially  made  for  me  of  pure  silk  for  spinning  and  trolling  for  Pike. 
It  is  16  plait,  and  is  exceptionally  strong.   Prices  7/6  and  8/6  per  100  yards  only. 

THIS  SPLENDID  OUTFIT,  comprising  the  above  Bod,  d  in.  Beel, 
and  Line,  value  40/6,  for  35/-. 

ILLUSTRATED   CATALOGUES  FOSl  FREE. 
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Appointed 
by 

Royal  Warrant 


Manufacturers  to 
His  Royal  Highness, 
The  Prince  of  Wales, 


Awa.x*ded   the  GOILiD  laiE: jyATj,  Pa,]?is,   1900.       38   IWIedals  and  JLwa.x»ds. 


If  these  photog:raphic 
impressions  are  mag:- 
nified  they  will  show 
the  g:reat  streng^th  of 
the  structure. 


PALAKONA 

(USED  IN  HARDY  RODS  ONLY) 
REGISTERED. 


DENDROCALAMUS 
STRICTUS. 

(AS  USED  BY  HARDY  BROS.) 


HARDY'S  FAMOUS  SPINNING  AND  PRAWNING  ROD. 


''IB"' 


THE  "MURDOCH." 

11^  ft.,  in  3  pieces,  cane  built,  without  steel  centre,  2  tops,  cork,  cedar,  or  pigskin  covered  handle.  Hardy's  patent  lockfast  joints,  bridge  rings, 
revolving  pipe  end  rings,  large  revolving  butt  ring,  Universal  winch  fitting,  India  rubber  screw  button,  £5.    With  steel  centre,  £6.  ' 

llj  ft.,  in  2  pieces,  cane  built,  without  steel  centre,  1  top,  fittings  as  above,  £3  7s.  6d.    With  steel  centre,  £4  7s.  6d. 

11  ft.  6  in  ,  in  3  pieces,  greenheart,  2  tops,  cork  or  cedar  handle,  patent  bridge  rings,  revolving  butt,  and  pipe  end  rings,  patent  lock  joints, 
rubber  button,  &c.,  £2  15s. 

This  Rod  should  be  In  the  hands  of  all  who  spin  or  prawn  for  Salmon,  Pike,  Mahseer,  6tc. 

Mr.  Emery's  gfreat  cast  of  87  yards  2  feet,  in  September,  1898  (which  is  the  world's  g^reatest  record  from 

•eel),  was  made  with  one  of  these  rods  (cane  built,  steel  centre),  and  a  4  in.  Hardy's  patent  "  Silex  "  Reel. 


the  ree'^, 

Punjab. 

"  I  landed  a  52  lb.  Mahseer  with  the  steel  centre  '  Murdoch '  '  Silex '  reel  and 
line  you  sent  me." — A.  H,  N. 


Vancouver. 

"  I  kUled  one  fish  56  lb.,  and  cne  40  lb.,  besides  lots  of  little  ones  under  20  lb. 
My  wife  caught  three  :  43  lb.,  40  lb.,  and  37  lb.,  besides  about  a  dozen  between  20  lb. 
and  7  lb.  These  fish  were  all  caught  on  one  of  your  '  Murdoch  '  rods :  in  fact,  in 
the  week  this  rod  killed  over  300  lb.  of  fish."— W.  H.  0. 


CATALOGUE    FOB    1903,    820    Pages,    300    Illustrations,  FREE. 


61,  PALL  MALL,  LONDON. 

12  to  14,  Moult  Street,  Manchester;  and  5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 

HARDY  BROS.,  ALNWICK 
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Christmas  Presents 


EAST  INDIA  CANE   PIKE  ROD. 


The  butt  and  joint  are  made  of  selected  East  India  cane,  the  tops  are  Greenheart  and  of  different  lengths,  as  illustrated.  Cork  handle,  snake  rings,  pronged 
guard  butt  ring  with  phosphor  bronze  inner  revolving  ring,  revolving  top  rings,  straight  metal  suction  joints,  and  universal  winch  fittings.  Made  in  the 
following  lengths : — 

10  ft.  6  in.,  11  ft.,  11  ft.  6  in.,  and  12  ft.    Price,  £1  lOs.  Od.  A  reaUy  good  serviceable  Rod,  and  one  we  can  strongly  recommend. 


WATERPROOF  "FREKE" 
FISHING  BAGS. 


POCKET  KNIFE. 


Invented  by  REOIKALD 
roRBET,  Jun.,  Esg., 
and  considered  one  of 
tlie  most  complete 
made.  . 


The  diagram  is  slightly 
less  than  half -size  ;  the 
handle  ia  German  Sil- 
ver, and  the  whole 
is  finished  in  the  best 
possible  manner. 


THE  "  FRANCIS  "  TROUT  FLY  BOOK. 


THE   "PORTMAN"  FISHING  BAG. 

Invented  l>v  the  Hon.  E.  W,  B.  Portman. 


THE  "KENNET"  DRY  FLY 
AND  CAST  BOX. 

Japanned  Tin.    Black  outside.    White  Inside. 


Size  :  6  in.  long,  33  in.  wide,  1  in.  deep. 

THE  IMPROVED  "GYE"  SLIP 
LANDING  NET. 

Invented  by  His  Honour  .Tudgb  Percy  Oye. 


SALMON  FLY  BOX. 


ANGLER'S  KNIFE. 

Very  Tseful. 


"CORRUGATED  CORK"  EYED  FLY 
AND  CAST  BOX. 

Invented  by  R.  A.  Briogs,  Esq. 


BOOKS    03Nr    .^ZyO-X.XN'O-  KXSFO? 

Brice  List  (250  Illustrations)  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 

O.  FARLOW  &  OoTltD^^^  LONDON,  W.O. 


Telephone;  No.  2620  Gerrard. 


Telegrams:  "Greenheart,  London." 
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Fishings,  &  Shootings  For  Sale  or  to  Le 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND  APPL 
ANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Sillf,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hacltles  of 
every  shade.— RiOHARD  T.  Williams,  Practical 
Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 
Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established  60  years. 
PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


PORCELAIN  RINGS 

Genuine    Poroelaln    Rod    Rings  are 
supplied  in  various  shapes  and  sizes. 
Attachable  to  rods  direct  or  by  wire 
guards. 

Price  and  Size  List  free. 
 Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  Staffs 


FISH  PRESERVED 

And  Mounted  by 


Fish  Specialist  and  Expert  Taxidermist 

BLOOMSBURY  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM 
Dnsolioited  Testimonials  from  all  parts 
of  the  British  Isles. 


Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 


Roach 
Barbel 
Pike 
Salmon 


Is.  6(i. 
2«.  M. 
is.  6d. 
is.  6d. 


Per  100  yards. 
White  or  Neutral 
Green 
on  Boards. 


The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

MRIRNG'C  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL 

■  DanniiiJ,  FISHING  TACKI.E  MAKER, 

St.  Swithln's  Square,  LINCOLN. 


PRIVATE  FISHERY. 

Vacancy  for  a  Eod  upon  Water  within 
easy  reach  of  London.  It  is  well  stocked 
with  Coarse  Fish  and  some  large  Trout, 
and  is  fished  by  a  limited  number  of 
subscribers  only. — Write,  Weiby,  care 
of  Gould's  Advertising  Offices,  54,  New 
Oxford  Street,  W.C. 


7  lbs.  of  Fresh  Sea 
Fish. 

Very  best  quality  only,  cleaned  ready 
for  use,  in  baskets,  carriage  paid,  for 
(parcel  post  extra).  Terms: 
net  cash  with  order,  or  satisfactory 
references.  These  baskets  are  made  up 
with  different  kinds  of  fish  when  in 
season,  viz.,  Cod,  Plaice,  Whitings 
Bream,  wet  Haddocks,  Megrams,  &c. 
Larger  or  smaller  quantities  to  suit 
customers. — Address,  J.  Hellings,  Fish 
Merchant,  Milford  Haven. 

"The  Fish  arrived  deliciously  fresh,  and 
was  most  satisfactory."— fls/i/ng  Gazette. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Kesort.  Good  Fishing.  Charminu 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEB,  Proprietor. 

WANTED. 

A  respectable  polite  BOY  for  General 
Office  Work;  one  leaving  school  pre- 
ferred.—Apply  at  Office  of  The  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  E.C. 

Angrlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


December  26,  1903 


Note  Address  : 


FORD,  CAISTOR 


JQS.gI,.,^2S.  3D.,  ^^S.^SmT 

Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades  ;  pure  wool ;  stylish,  durable ; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes ;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
CopiTHOBNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


WANTED, 

Coarse  Fish  for  Restocking^ 
Purposes. 

Roach,  Perch,  Dace,  Bleak,  Bream, 
Chub,  &c. — Apply  to  J.  Rice,  Secretary, 
Guildford  Angling  Society,  Guildford. 


G- x:  xir    X.  s  s . 

Ve:-y  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin 
Tlie  liide  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley 
Yorks. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LO'KD  GEOEGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  "Waters, 
at  Chesham,  Bucks,  one  hour  from  London,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters,  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  information,  apply  to  the  SECRETARY. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

President— ^TR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


Ang'lers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing"  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c., 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING  • 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe.- 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKL  Y.    ILLUSTRA  TED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  SS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &.  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane  Pornhill,  London 

AD  DRESS^" 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON:  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President:  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Oonnaught,  E.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 
Friday,  Jan.  1,  1904, 

At  8  o'clock  p.m. 

MESSIAH, 

HANDEL 


MADAME  DE  VERE. 
MADAME  CLARA  BUTT. 
MR.  LLOYD  CHANDOS. 

MR.  WATKIN  MILLS. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  partlcnlara  of  all  Salmoa  Flahlnga  to 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.WATS0NLYALl4Co.,Ltd. 

lis,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  la 
sent,  post  free,  tc  any  address  on  application. 


WORMS,  MAGGOTS,  and  PRE- 
SERVED  BAITS.  Specially  pre- 
pared Brandlings  and  Cockspur  Worms 
for  Grayling,  Roach,  and  Perch,  and 
clean,  freshly-bred  Gentles,  1/3,  2/6, 
and  5/-  per  box,  carriage  paid.  Bright 
and  Tough  preserved  Gudgeon,  Dace, 
Sprats,  and  Minnows,  1  /6  per  bottle,  post 
free.  Live  Gudgeon  and  Roach  from 
2/-  per  score.— J.  E.  Milleb,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station  Street, 
Leeds. 


^Y^I^MS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross  do.,  3s. 
Send  P.O.O.  to  Habdy  Bros.,  5,  South 
St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


BAND  &  CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND 

Organist    -    Mr.  H.  X.  Balfmir. 

Conductor  -  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE, 

M.V.O.,  Mus.D. 


Doors  Open  at  7 ;  Commenob  at  8  o'clock 
Stalls,  Is.  6(1.    Arena,  6s. 

Boxes,  £1  lis.  m.  to  £3  3s. 

Balcony  [  Reserved      (rows  1  to  4)    ...  5s. 
"   \  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8)     ...  is. 

GALLERY  (PROMENADE)  TWO  SHILLINGS. 

Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  &  usual  Agents. 


THE 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 


A  HIGH-CLASS 


llustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
''THE  GRAPHIC" 

AKD 

THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC." 


"  Full  of  well-written  stories."— The 
Times. 

"  Will  furnish  amusement  for  young 
and  old." — The  Morning  Post. 


Of  all  Newsagents  and  Bookslalls. 

ONE  PENNY. 


OFFICES : 

90,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 


will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING 
and  SHOOTING  BOOTS,  rendering 
them  impervious  to  the  wet,  prevent- 
ing cold  and  damp  feet. 
A3  Supplied  tu  the  Troops  in  a.  Africa. 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  1883. 
8t>r.n  E\ i:itvwriKRK. 
Sample  per  post       3d.,  6d.,  1/-,  1/6  per  box. 
2etauip8.  IJ/ii/y..  26,  Beak  St.,  London,  W. 


BOOTH'S  '97  ROACH  RODS. 

3  Joints  brazed,  winch  fitted,  balanced  bandle, 

lOf  ft.,  5/6,  carriage  4f/.    Cash  only. 
DRAWN  GUT,  3x,  15,  16,  17i  in.,  3/11  per  100 

Will  send  the  longest  as  my  customers  write  until 
all  sold.   This  is  under  Wholesale  Price. 


(0 


BOOTH,  Paragon  St.,  HULL. 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS- 

"  Lord  Knollys  is  comm.inded  bv  the  KinS 
to  thaiik  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  cbpy  of  th<= 
new  edition,  so  well  got  up,  of  'London  and 
Environs. 

British  W.eM,','^'"''''"^  ^"^^^ 
"  A  brilliant  book."— TAe  Times. 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 
LONDON 


4tb  EDITION, 

REVISED,  6a. 

Acip  mrip.i  and  plans. 

AND      ^L^T.^o'h^^^Rf  -?tMaps 


and  Plans. 

60  Illustra- 
.  _  tions. 

Visitors  to  Brighton.  Easthoume,  Hastings,  Bourne- 

"'°''"^^^^:;''S:t:!:'i!^'^'''°''!}'-  T^^-nnSiith,  Saw 


ENVIRONS. 


'intli,  li.irtiuouth,  Dart- 
Ivr-,  >,\'«.|u:,y,  Tintagel, 
l-ynt^ni,  Slinehe:id. 
lli  j .  i;,itli.  W.'stun-super- 
i  tst.  r,  liloueester,  Llau- 
.VtiLi',  Llandudno, Colwvn 
1. 1  a  1  ] f I i  i rf elican ,  Bangor, 
l"u.  Khvl,  Dolgelly,  Aber- 


lish,  Torquay,  Paigiitni 
moor.  Falmouth,  rcii/aiir.'  '-Ji 
Olnvelly,  Bidefonl,  lln-uc.i 
Exnioor.  Wye  >':illcy,  S(  \  cm  \ 
Mare.  Malvern,  li.'r.ii.rd  \\ 
drindod  Wells.  MaiiL'i.llni  p.,,!; 
Bay,  Conway,  l\-ni]iaciiii]a\\  r 

vftwv^h°¥^wr:^;^"''"^•r'';™•'■'';'■  "'v-  ""W"?.  Aber. 

vstwyth.  Towyn,  haniKiuth.  t'riii  ieth.  twllheli.  Norwich 
\annou(h.  and  the  Norfolk  Broads,  The  Isle  of  \\^ht 
and  Chamiel  Islamls,  should  use 
DARLINGTON'S   HANDBOOKS,   Is.  Each. 

Llanuollen  :  l).M,LTN,.Tox  &  (A,.  Lo.vnov :  SiMnils's- 

iuKK  &  I'.^Ris  :  Ehj;nt.4no's. 
Kailway  Bookstalls,  and  all  Booksellers. 

s.e'!!Jf?"^**°'**f"?-  -7 Be:^ul  Photographs  of 
Scenery,   Ruins,  etc.,  m  Switzerland,    Italy  Greece 
Turkey    Russui,  Norway.  Sweden.  I)enmark  PaSfne' 
and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales.  )s..  Is.  6d  and  2s 
List  Post  Free. 
Darunoton  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 


THE   FISBISO   GAZETTE,   DECEMBER    »6,  1903 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

(M  8.  Farlo,  8,  Levenensls,  S.  Pontlnalls, 
Uid  Balabows;  also  fresh  water  Mollusoa, 
Ornstaoeana,  May-Fly  Egg3,  Larvsa,  &o., 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  Talceix. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 


WIRE    EEL    TRAPS,    5/6,  sure 
oiitohers. 

"  Pl.ANO  CONVEX  MINNOWS," 

Jjr  Peroh,  Pike,  Trout,  Salmon,  or 

Bass,  1/-,  1/3,  1/6,  2/-,  2/3,  2/6. 

Postage,  \d.  extra.    Best  Killing 

Bait  bvbb  invented. 
SEA  LINES  for  Pollaok,  Baas,  Flat 

Fish,  Whiting,    Cod,    or  Conger. 

Mounted  Beady  fob  Use. 
SHRiMP  AND  PRAWN  NETS, 

iot  rooky  pools. 
PATERNOSTERS     AND  PIER 

RODS,  PoLLEY  End  Rings. 

HEARDER&  SON 

195.  Union  Street,  PLYMOUTH. 

Bi'ihett  Awtmls  Everywhere.    ESTABLISHED  1T70, 


THEAKER'S 

PLAITED   FISHING  LINES  ARE  WELL- 
KNOWN  EVERYWHERE. 


per  100  yards 


Roach  .. 

BAJIBEL 
PIKE  .. 

Salmon 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
vpith  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Gut  for 
Match  fishing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
16  inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6x,  lOd.  per  doz. ; 
13  inch  gut,  7c?.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Casts,  fliie, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard.  Is.  per  doz. ;  2  yards, 
2s.  id.  per  doz.  ;  3  yards,  3s.  6<l.  per  doz.  Dealer 
in  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Best  Nottingham  Lob- 
worms and  Bag,  3s.  id.  per  1,000.  The  trade 
supplied. 

2,   BROAD    MARSH,  NOTTINGHAM. 


ESTABLISHED  1861. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 
CURRENT  ACCOUNTS 

20  /  ou  the  minimum  monthly  balances  ftO  / 
/  o    when  not  drawn  below  £100.     ^  /  o 
DEPOSIT  ACCOUNTS 


2r/c 


on  Deposits,  repayable 


2r/o 


STOCKS  AND  SHARES 

Stocks  and  Shares  purchased  and  sold  (or 
customers. 

The  BIRKBECK  ALMANACK,  with  lull  par- 
ticulars, post  free. 

C.  A.  RAVENSCROFT,  Manager. 


SPROVSTON,  KEX.SO. 


HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Qreat  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Bets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  beat  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE. 


BEB  THE 


ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Kesults  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 

Chief  Offiob  : 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 


DO    NOT   REMOVE   THIS  COUPON  mOM  THE  PAPER. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  FISHING  GAZETTE  have  insured  every  Purchaser 
or  Holder  of  it  in 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

9  and  10,  King  Street,  Cheap.side,  E.C.  (Registered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom  notice  of  Claims 
under  the  following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days  of  the  date  of  accident. 


£100 


"FISHING  GAZETTE" 

INSURANCE  COUPON. 


£50 


Applic-ible  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

One  Hundred  Pounds  will  he  paid  by  the  above  Corporation  to  the  person  whom  the  Corporation 
shall  (Ic.-i.lc  to  be  the  next  uf  kin  of  any  person  killed  by  an  accident  to  the  train  in  which  the  deceased  w:is 
an  ordinary  passenger,  or  who  shall  have  been  fatally  injured  thereby,  should  death  result  withm  three 
calendar  months  after  such  accident.  Should  such  injury  not  incve  fatal,  but  cause  withm  three  calendar 
months  as  aforesnid  the  losi  of  two  limlis  by  actual  separation  al  <o\-<:  the  wrist  or  ankle,  or  the  irrecoveraljl^ 
loss  of  sight  in  both  eyes,  then  the  person  injured  shall  he  entitled  to  receive  ONE  Iy:NpRi.D  POUNIJS. 
or  for  the  loss  of  one  limb,  or  one  eve  as  aforesaid,  BUt'TY  POUNDS.  ONE  HUN  DRED  POUNDS  wi  1  also 
be  paid  bv  the  Corporation,  subiect  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  Coupon,  in  the  event  of  the  accidental 
death  of  'the  holder  by  drowning  whilst  angling.  Provided  that  at  tlie  time  of  such  accident  the  person  so 
killed  or  injured  was  the  owner  of  ■■  this  Ixsdrance  Coupo.v  for  the  current  week,  with  his  or  her  usual 
signature  preriously  written  in  ink  underneath.  If  found  on  the  person  it  need  not  have  been  signed. 
Annual  Subscribers  whose  vearlv  subscription  has  been  paid  in  a.lvance,  and  who  retain  and  file  this  r)aper, 
will  lie  held  covereil  on  its  production,  although  the  coupon  is  unsigned.  This  Coupon  only  apphcs  to  persons 
over  14  aud  under  tiu  years  of  aiie.  and  is  limited  to  one  Coupon  for  each  lioldcr. 

•S IG  .V.  l  TUR  E   


Whole  Life  and  World  Wide  Railway  and  Tramway  Accident  Insurance 

ONE   PREMIUM   COVERS   A  LIFEILME. 
IN  VIEW  OF  RECENT  RAILWAY  AND  ELECTRIC  TRAMWAY  CATASTROPHES  EVERY  ONE 

SHOULD  HOLD  A  WHOLE-LIFE  POLICY. 
A  Single  Premium  of  ^82  secures  at  Death,  £500.    Life  Pension  for  Permanent 

Disablement,  £50  yearly.   Allowance  for  Temporary  Disablement,  £1  weekly.  • 
Tlie  GENERAL  ACCIDENT  (Fire  and  Accident)  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION,  LIMITED, 
FUNDS  AS  SECURITY  FOR  POLICY  HOLDERS,  OVER  £520,000.  . 
Chief  Offices— General  Buildinos,  Perth,  N.B 
London  Offices-9-10,  Kiso  Strket,  CHEip-sirt-,  E_C.               13,  Pali  Mall.  8.W. 
General  Manager— F.  NORIE-MILLER,  J.P. 
SEND   FOR   SPECIAL   PROSPECTUS   AT  ONCE.  


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 


FOB  ALL 


Bilious  and  NenoDS  Disorders, 

Sick  Headache, 

Constipation, 
Wind  and  Pains  in  Stomacli, 


Impaired  Digestion, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and  Female  Ailments. 


ANNUAL  SALE  OVER 
SIX  MILLION  BOXB&. 


In  Bozes,  l/lj  and  3/9  ^^^^i  '^^^ 
directions.     The  1/1^  box  contalni 
66  pills. 


Prepared  only  by  the  Proprietor, 
THOMAS  BEECHAM. 
ST.  HELENS,  LANCASHIRE. 


Beeeham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Efficacious  -  Economical. 

Cleanses  the  Teeth  -  Perfumei  th« 
Breath. 

In  Collapsible  Tubes,  of  ail  Drngglsta,  or  {rem 
the  Proprietor,  for  1/-,  post  paid 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  Is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PAGES  OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTURES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3^d. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Dlustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  P.C.G.,"  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

" Dumb  Things  AH"  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3^d. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Boolistalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  "  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

JACK  RODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  is.  9d.  ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  6s.  td.  to 
10s.  6d.  ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cauu  lo  ft. ,  bri,nze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  dlTlalon  bay 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Rod,  lO  ft.  8  In.,  12s.  6d.  ;  do.,  double  brazed,  14s.  6d.  to  21«.  ed. 

REELS.— Nottiugham  W^ood,  p.,ll8hed.  Si  in..  Is.  9d.  ;  i  in.,  Zs.  6d. ;  movable  check,  at  lu.,  U. 
4  in.,  Bs. ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels  8  in.,  6s.  6d.  ;  4in.,  9s.  6d.  Brass,  solid  backs,  8  In.,  il.  Brf. 

LINES  (waterproof).- Plaittd  silk,  s*.out.  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  FlazUnei, 
20  yards,  7d.  ;  Tanned,  8d.  ;  60  yards,  2s.    Cable  Laid  Cord,  60  yards,  7id. 

TRACES  (Gut  or  Gimp).— Two  swivels  and  lead,  6d.  ;  Twisted  Gut,  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  &c.— Ryder's,  2d.  ;  Pennell's,  2id.  ;  Jardine's,  3d.  ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  Ud.  each. 
Is.  3d.  per  doz. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  vory  best  quality  ;  Silver  Plated,  from  Is. ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "Fishing  Gazette " 
Gossamer,  8d.   Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  aU  Orders.    AU  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remitta/nce. 

G.  W.  HEMANS  (A.iurMER)93,WANDS  WORTH  RD.,S.W. 

(NEARLY  OPPOSITB  OLD  SHOP). 

OATALOQUES    POST  FREE. 


TO  FISH^In  IRELAND. 

By  HI  REQAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

New  Edition.      Crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  4  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


A.  W.  GAMAGE,  Ltd., 


HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C. 

FOR  UP-TO-DATE  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Hickory,  5/- 


Whole  Cane,  S/6,  XO/3,  12/6,  and  14/6.  As  illustration,  with  Double  Cork  Grip,  19/6. 


CB3 


Ash,  with  Pulley  Top,  3/6,  6/6,  T/6.  As  Illustration— Greenheart,  with  Two  Tops  (One  Whalebone),  lS/6. 

PRICE  LIST  ON   APPLICATION,    POST  FREE^ 


TBE   FISHIXG    GAZKTli:,    J)KCi:Mi:KIl   a«,  1003. 


"ARCHER 

(KEGIi>Tt:UEU  TUADK  MAltK.) 

Tested 

Fish  Hooks  and  Fishing  Taciile 


BRAND 

(KEGIi>Tt:UEU  TUADK  MAltK.) 

Tested  Quality 


PATENT 

"ARCHER" 

SPINNERS. 

M'.ae  in  5 
sizes. 


PATENT  "ABBEY  MILLS"  SPINNERS.  For  Pike,  Salmon,  and  Trout. 


"ARCHER"  JARDINE  DETACHABLE  LEADS  (NON-SUPPING). 


Made  in  II  sizes.       Regd.  229933. 


W  BARTLEET  &  SONS, 


26  Gold  and 
Prize  Medals 
awarded. 


ABBEY  MILLS,  REDDITCH, 

London  Hoi:st  : 
11  &  12.  GOLDSMITH  STREET,  E  C. 


Obtainublf  only  throuffh  Dealers. 


WORKS  BY  THE   "AMATEUR  ANGLER. 


Days  in  Dovedale.- 


-Out  of  Print. 

Fcap.  Svo.,  with  se-.eral  Illustrations,  2s.  M.  net.    Special  Limited  Edition  on  Hand- 
made Paper,  6.5.  net. 

DovedaJe  Revisited. 

Athknkuji.— "  A  pleasant  record  of  pleasant  places."  Scotsman.— "  A  chamiine 
little  volume.  '    YORKSHIKB  POST.—"  He  just  takes  you  with  him."   QuBBN.— "  Just  as 
such  p.  Mok  should  be  written."  St.  Jamks's  Gazette.—"  Fascinating  reading." 
Fcap.  8vo.,  Second  Edition,  with  Portrait,  2«.    Edition  de  Lu.\e  6s  net 

An  Old  iVIan's  Holidays. 

World.—"  'An  Old  Man's  Holiday'  is  perhaps  the  most  delightful,  as  it  is  the 
most  diverse,  of  the  series  which  began  with  '  Days  in  Dovedale,'  and  revealed  in  its 
author  a  humourist  as  gentle  and  as  genial  as  Cliarles  Lamb."  County  Gentleman  — 
"  Extremely  bright,  and  told  witli  a  ring  of  sportsmanlike  enthusiasm  and  love  of 
Nature's  beauty  which  is  very  taking." 

Fcap.  8vo.,  Is.  6(f. 

On  a  Sunshine  Holyday. 

Daily  News.—"  Win  be  welcome  to  all  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  this  delighful  writer."  Bookseller.—"  Will  give  unstinted  pleasure 
to  every  lover  of  natm-e."  World.— "  Shows  the  author  of  '  Days  in  Dovedale  '  at  his 
best." 

8vo.,  Is.  and  Is.  6(i.    (Large  Paper  Edition,  6s.,  out  of  Print.) 

By  Meadow  and  Stream. 

Globe.— "He  knows  how  to  write  charmingly  about  the  pastime  he  loves." 
Speaker,— "  There  are  passages  in  it  of  quite  idyllic  charm."  Athbn.eum.—"  Another 
of  those  tasteful  and  agreeable  volumes." 

Fcap.  8vo.,  half-parchment,  gilt  top,  5s.  net. 

Sketches  of  Booksellers  of  Other  Days. 

Globe.—"  One  of  the  daintiest  books  ever  turned  out  by  his  firm."  ATHEN.JBUM.— 
"  Undeniably  interesting."  Bookseller.— "A  large  amount  of  e.tceedingly  interesting 
matter." 

Fcap.  Svo.,  half-parchment,  gilt  top,  6s.  net.    Edition  de  Luxe,  10s.  6ci.  net. 

Sketches  of  Booksellers  of  the.Time  of 
Dr.  Johnson. 

Times,  April  4,  1902.— "In  the  present  'Sketches,'  which  Mr.  Edward  Marston  has 
recently  reprinted  from  the  Publishers'  Circular,  many  of  the  ancient  stories  are 
revived  by  a  writer  who,  as  the  doyen  of  the  Loudon  publishers,  has  certainly  a  claim  to 
be  heard." 

16mo.,  Is.   Cloth,  gilt  edges. 

Fresh  Woods  and  Pastures  New. 

Nature.— "  Both  in  subject  and  treatment  it  is  a  gem."  Saturday  Review.— 
"A  real  acquisition  to  lovers  of  natural  history."  AlHBN.«:nM.— " The  'Amateur 
Angler '  writes  as  agreeably  as  ever. 

16mo.,  l.s.    Cloth,  gilt  edges. 

Days  in  Clover. 

Daily  News. — "Delightful  records  of  holidays  by  river  and  lakeside."  Illustrated 
News. — "Delightful  to  the  contemplative  man."  Athen^um. — "Another  pleasant 
contribution  to  literature." 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


137,  ST. 

Telephone— 1129  Central." 


JOHN  STREET  ROAD;  1,  2,  3,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

  Telegrams— •' Fishg-ig,  London." 


Suitable  Christmas  Presents  for  an  Angling  Friend. 

THE  "LOWNDES"  CANE  BUILT  FLY  ROD.    (SOLE  MAKERS.) 


THE  "CARTER  "  CLOSED 

FOLDING 
TACKLE 
CASE. 


The  best  Case  for 
Reels  and  Tackle 
obtainable. 


Price — 

14/6 

With  Lock 
and  Key — 

15/6 


□ncir 


Light,  durable,  and  splendidly  finished.    Price,  with  two  tops,  10  ft.  to  11^  ft.,  £2  15s. 


THE 
"HAMILTON" 
SPINNING  ROD. 

(SOLE  MAKERS.) 


The  highest-class  Spinning  Rod  obtainable.    Price,  with  two  tops,  £3-    Three  sizes 
stocked — Light,  Medium,  Strong. 


FLY  TACKLE  CASE. 


Pigskin.    5/6  each.  | 
SeML'l  for  New  Illustx-Eited  Px?ice  T^xst,  posi:  free. 


THE 
"JARDINE" 
REEL 

(Registered). 
(SOLE  MAKERS.) 


2h  in.,  8/6.      2f  in.,  9/6.      3  in.,  10/6. 
Ventilating  apd  Quickwinding. 
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